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Chronology  of  "  The  Parliambntary  Debates." 


THE  PARLIAMENTARY  HISTORY  contains  all  that  can  be  collected  of  the  Legislative 
History  of  this  country  from  the  Conquest  to  the  close  of  the  XYIIIth  Century  (1803),  36  lols. 
The  cluef  sources  whence  these  Debates  are  derived  are  the  Constitutional  History,  24  vols.  ; 
Sir  Simonds  D' Ewes'  Journal ;  Debates  of  the  Commons  in  1620  and  1621  ;  Chandler  and 
Timb^land's  Debates,  22  vols. ;  Grey's  Debates  of  the  Connmons,  from  1667  to  1694,  10  vols.  ; 
Almon>  Debates,  24  vols.  ;  Debrett  s  Debates,  63  vols. ;  The  Hardwicke  Papers  ;  Debates  in 
Parliament  by  Dr.  Johnson,  &c.,  &c. 

THE  PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES  commence  with  the  year  1803,  and  the  contents  are 
set  forth  in  the  following  Chronological  Table : — 


HISTORY. 

(Sixth  Parliament.) 

CONQUEST  to  34  OBO.  IL-1066to  1760. 

VoL  39  &   40.. .59  Geo.  Ill 

.    1819 

—    41    60         —       ...   ] 

1 81 9-20 

VoL  1  to  15,  1  Will.  I.  to  34  Geo.  II. 

1066-1760 

Second  Series. 

BEIGN  OF  GEORGE  IIL-1760  to  1820. 

EEIGN  OP  GEORGE  IV. -1820  to  1830, 

Vol.  15  to  35,  1  Geo.  III.  to  40  Geo.  III. 
1760-1800 

(Seventh  Parliament.) 

VoL    1  to    3...  1  Geo.  IV 

.     1821 

(First  Parliament.) 

—      4  &    5...  2         —      

.     1820 

VoL  35    41  Geo.  HI 

1801 

;  _      6—    7...  3          —       

.     1822 

—    36     42        -— 

1802 

i   —      8—    9...  4         —       

—    10  —  11...  5          —       

.     1823 

.     1824 

(Second  Parliament.) 

—    12  —  13...  6          —       

.1825-6 

VoL  36    42  Geo.  III.... 

...1802-3 

—    14  —  15...  7          —       

(Eighth  Parliament.) 

.     1826 

DEBATES. 

VoL  16    7  Geo.  IV 

.     1826 

First  Series. 

—    17    8         —      

.     1827 

—    18  &  19...  9         —      

.     1828 

(Second  Parliament — continued.) 

—    20— 21. ..10         —       

.     1829 

VoL    1    &    2.. .44  Geo.  Ill 

..1803-4 

—    22  to  25. ..11          —       

.     1830 

^      3  to    5.. .45        —      .... 

..     1805 

—      6   &    7. ..46         —       .... 

..     1806 

Third  Series. 

(Third  Parllajjent.) 

REIGN  OP  WILLIAM  IV.-1830  to  1837 

VoL     8  &    9. ..47    Geo.  m.... 

..1806-7 

(Ninth  Parliament.) 

(Fourth  Parliament.) 

VoL    1    to    3...  1  Will.  IV 

.1830-1 

VoL    9  to  11. ..48    Geo.  m 

__    12  — 14. ..49         —      .... 

..1807-8 
..     1809 

(Tenth  Parlument.) 

—    15  — 17. ..50         —      .... 

..     1810 

Vol.    4  to    S...  2  Will.  IV 

.   1831 

—    18  — 20.. .51         —       ... 

1810-11 

—     9—  14...  3         — 

.  1832 

—    21  — 23.. .52         —       ,.,. 

..    1812 

(Eleventh  Parlument.) 

(Fifth  Paruament.) 

Vol.15  to  20...  4  Will.  IV 

1833 

VoL  24  to  26... 53  Geo.  III.  ... 

1812-13 

—  21  —25...  5         —      

1854 

—    27  &  28.. .54         —       ... 

1813-14 

—    29  to  31. ..55         —       ... 

1814-15 

(Twelfth  Parllament.) 

—    32  — 34.. .56         —       .... 

..    1816 

Vol.  26  to  30...  6  Will.  IV 

1835 

—    35  &  36.. .57         —       .... 

..    1817 

_  31  _  35...  7         —      

1836 

—    37  — 38...58         —       .... 

..    1818 

—  36  —  38...  8         —       

1837 
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BEIGN  OF  VICTOEIA--1837  to  190L 
(Thirteenth  Paruament.) 

Vol.    39  to  44...  1  Victoria  1838 

-        1839 

-        1840 

-  (a)  1841 


45—  50.. 
51  —  55.. 
56—  58.. 


2 
3 
4 


(Fourteenth  Paruament.) 


Vol. 


59  .. 

60  to 
66  — 
72  — 

77  — 
83  — 


65... 
71... 
76... 

82... 
88... 


ViCJTORIA 


(b)  1841 

1842 

1843 

1844 

.1845 

1846 


—     89—  94.. .10        —  (a)  1847 


Vol. 


(Fifteenth  Parliament.) 
95    10  Victoria     (b)  1847 


96  to  101.  ..11 
102— 107. ..12 
108— 113.. .13 
114— 118.. .14 
119— 122. ..15 


.1848 

1849 

1850 

1851 

(a)  1852 


(Sixteenth  Parliament.) 
Vol  123    15  Victoria     (b)  1852 


124  to  129., 
130—135... 
136—139.. 
140—143.., 
144    


16 
17 
18 
19 
20 


.1853 

1854 

1855 

1856 

(a)  1857 


(Seventeenth  Parlla^ment.) 
VoL  145  to  147.. .20  Victoria     (b)  1857 


—  148—151 

—  152—153. 


.21 
.22 


.1858 
(a)  1859 


(Eighteenth  Parliament.) 
Vol.  154  to  155... 22  Victoria     (b)  1859 


156— 160.. .23 
161  —164.. .24 
165— 168.. .25 
169— 172. ..26 
173— 176.. .27 
177  —180.. .28 


.1860 
.1861 
.1862 
.1863 
.1864 
.1865 


(Nineteenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  181  to  184.. .29  Victoria  1866 

—  185— 189.. .30        —         1867 

—  190— 193.. .31        —        ...1867-8 

(Twentieth  Parliament.) 

VoL  194  to  198.. .32  Victoria    ...  1868-9 

—  199— 203.. .33        .-         1870 

—  204  to  208.. .34        —        1871 


(Twentieth  Parllament — eani,) 

VoL  209 —21 3... 35  Victoria   1872 

—   214— 217. ..36        —        ......1873 

(Twenty-First  Parliament.) 
VoL218to221.,.37  ViCTORU    1874 


222  —226... 38 
227— 231... 39 
232  —236.. .40 
237— 242.. .41 
243— 249.. .42 
250  &  251... 43 


1875 

1876 

1877 

1878 

...  1878-9 
(a)  1880 


(Twenty-Second  Parllucent.) 
VoL  252  to  256 ...  43  ViCTORU     (b)  1 880 

—  257  — 26{)...44         —         1881 

_   266— 273... 45        —  (a)  1882 

—  274  &  275.. .45        —  (b)  1882 

—  276  to283...46        —         1883 

—  284— 292. ..47        —        1884 

—  293— 301... 48        —        ...1884-5 

(Twenty-Third  Paruabient.) 
Vol,  302  to  307. ..49  ViCTORU      (a)  1886 

(Twenty-Fourth  Parliament.) 
VoL  308  &  309.. .49  Victoria     (b)  1886 
-        1887 


310  to  321.  ..50 
322— 332. ..51 
333_340...52 
341  _348...53 
349— 356... 54 


...1888 
...1889 
...1890 
1890-1 


Fourth  Series. 

(Twenty-Fourth  Parll^ment— am/.) 
VoL      Ito     6. ..55  Victoria  1892 

(Twenty-Fifth  Parliament.) 
VoL     7    56  Victoria  1892 

—  8  to  21. ..57        —         ...  1893-4 

—  22—  29. ..57        —         1894 

_     30—  35. ..58        —        1895 

(Twenty-Sixth  Parliament.) 
VoL   36    59  Victoria  1895 


37  to  44. ..59 
45  —  52. ..60 
53—  65.. .61 
66—  76... 62 

77    63 

78—  83. ..63 
84    ...    63&64 
85—  87. ..64 


—  ...  1895-6 

—  1897 

—  1898 

—  1899 

—  1899 

—  1900 

—  1900 

—  1900 


(Twenty-Seventh  Parliament.) 
VoL   88 64  ViCTORU     1900 

BEIQN  OF  EDWABD  VH 

(Twenty-Seventh  Parlliment— «m/.) 

VoL   89 1  Edward  VIL...1901 

—    90to97...  1  —  ...1901 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


HIS  MAJESTY'S  PRmCIPAL  OFFICERS 
OF  STATE,  Etc. 


THE   CABINET. 

Prime  Minister  and  Lord  Privy  Seal ^Most  Hon.  the  Marquees  of  Salisbury,  KG. 

Lord  President  of  the  Ck>ancil His  Grace  the  Doke  of  DsvONSHlRB,  K.G. 

Lord  Chancellor Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Halsbury. 

First  Lord  of  the  Treasury Rt.  Hon.  Arthur  J.  Balfour. 

Secretaries  of  State 

Foreign  Affairs Most  Hon.  the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  K.G.,  G.C.M.G.,  G.C.S.I. 

Home  Department Rt.  Hon.  Charles  T.  Ritchie. 

Colonial Rt.  Hon.  Joseph  Chamberlain. 

War Rt.  Hon.  W.  St.  John  Brodrick. 

India ^Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Gborgk  Hamilton. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Michael  Hicks  Beach,  Bt. 

First  Loid  of  Uie  Admiralty Rt.  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Selborne. 

Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Cadooan,  K.G. 

Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Ashbourne. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trade Rt.  Hon.  Gerald  W.  Balfour. 

Postmaster-General Marquess  of  Londonderry,  K.G. 

Seeietuy  for  Scotland Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh. 

President  of  the  Local  Government  Board Rt.  Hon.  Walter  H.  Long. 

Cbancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster Rt.  Hon.  Lord  James  of  Hereford. 

First  Commissioner  of  Works Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers  Douglas. 

Prarident  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture Rt.  Hon.  R.  W.  Hanbury. 


NOT  IN  THE  CABINET. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Treasury Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  Walrond,  M.P. 

Hnancial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury J.  Austen  Chamberlain,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland ^Rt.  Hon.  George  Wyndham,  M.P. 

Vice-President  of  the  Board  of  Education Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon  Gorst,  K.C.,  MP. 

Seer^ary  to  the  Admiralty Hugh  O.  Arnold-Forster,  Esq.,  M.P, 

I ^r J.  «#  ♦!»«  T««.o««r       /  H .  T.  Anstruther,  Esq. ,  M.P. 
Lordaof  the  Treasury 1 William  Hay^js  Fisher!  E^g.,  M.P. 

I  Vice- Admiral  Lord  W.  T.  Kerr,  KC.B. 
Rear- Admiral  A.  L.  Douglas. 
Rear-Admiral  A.  K.  Wilson,  V.C,  C.B. 
Capt.  A.  W.  Moore,  C.B.,  C.M.G. 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  Foreign  Office Viscount  Cranborne,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  Home  Office Rt.  Hon.  Jesse  Collings,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  Colonial  Office Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Onslow,  G.C.M.G. 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  India  Office Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Hardwicke. 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  War  Office Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Raglan. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Dudley. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Local  Government  Board J.  Grant  Lawson,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Financial  Secretary,  War  Office Lord  Stanley,  M.P. 

Attorney-General Sir  R.  B.  Finlay,  K.C.,  M.P.  ^ 

SoHdtor-General Rt  Hon.  E.  Carson,  K.C,  M.P.  Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


VI  HIS  MAJESTY'S  PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  STATE— (Con/.) 

OTHER  OFFICERS  OF  STATE. 

Judge  Advocate-General Rt.  Hon.  Sir  F.  H.  Jeune,  K.C.B.,  President  Probate,  Divorce 

and  Admiralty  Division. 

Lord  Chamberlain Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Churchill,  K.C.V.O. 

Vice-Chamberlain Hon.  Ailwyn  E.  Fellowes,  M.P. 

Lord  Steward Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgomery,  G.C.V.O. 

Master  of  the  Horse His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  K.G.,  G.C.V.O. 

Paymaster-General His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 

Comptroller  of  the  Household Viscount  Valentia,  M.P. 

Treasurer  of  the  Household Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Howe. 

Master  of  the  Buckhounds Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Chesham. 

Captain  Yeomen  of  the  Guard Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Waldegrave. 

r  General  Rt.  Hon.  V  iscount  Bridport,  G.C.B.  (permanent). 
Rt.  Hon.  Karl  of  KiNTORE,  G.C.M.G. 
Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Denbigh. 
Lords-in-Waiting ^  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Harris,  G.C.S.L,  G.C.LE. 

I  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Lawrence. 

I  Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Clarendon. 

[Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Bagot. 

SCOTLAND. 

Secretary  for  Scotland  and  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Balfour  of  Buri^eigh. 

Lord  Justice-General Rt.  Hon.  J.  B.  Balfour. 

Lord  Advocate Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  MURRAY,  K.C.  M.P. 

Lord  Justice  Clerk Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Kinsburgh,  C.B. 

Lord  Clerk  Register His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Montkose,  K.T. 

Lord  High  Commissioner Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Leven  and  Melville. 

Solicitor-General Charles  Scott  Dickson,  Esq.,  K.C,  M.P. 

IRELAND. 

Lord  Lieutenant Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Cadogan,  K.G. 

Lord  Chancellor — -Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Ashbourne. 

Chief  Secretary Rt.  Hon.  George  Wyndham,  M.P. 

Under  Secretary Rt.  Hon.  Sir  David  Harkkl,  K.C.B.,  K.C.V.O. 

Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instmctitn President :  The  Rt.  Hon.  the  Chief 

Secretary  for  Ireland  ;  Vice-President :  Rt.  Hon.  Horace  Plunkett. 

Attorney-General Rt.  Hon.  J.  Atkinson,  K.C,  M.P. 

Solicitor-General Geo.  Wright,  Esq. 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Chairman  of  Committees Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Morley. 

Clerk  of  Parliaments Henry  J.  L.  Graham,  Esq.,  C.B. 

Deputy  Clerk  of  Parliaments  (Clerk  Assistant) Hon.  E.  P.  Thesiger,  C.B. 

Reading-Clerk  and  Clerk  of  Outdoor  Committees^ 

Counsel  to  the  Chairman  of  Committees Albirt  Gray,  Esq. 

Chief  Clerk  and  Clerk  of  Public  BUls H.  C.  Malkin,  Esq 

Senior  Clerks 

Clerk  of  Private  Bills,  and  Taxing  Oificer  of  IMvate  Bill  Costs R.  W.  Monro,  Esq. 

Peers'  Printed  Paper  Office A.  Harrison.  Esq. 

Principal  Clerk,  Judicial  Department,  and  Taxing  Officer  of  Judicial  Costs E.   F. 

Taylor,  Esq. 

Clerk  of  the  Journals W.  A.  Leigh,  Esn. 

Principal  Clerk  of  Private  Committees J.  F.  Symons  Jeune,  Esq. 

Other  Clerks F.  Skene,  Esq. ;  W.  H.  Hamilton  Gordon,  Esq.  ;  C  L.  Anstrutheb,  Esq. 

(Clerk  attending  the  Tahle) ;  Hon.  A.  McDonnell  ;  A.  H.  Robinson,  Esq.  ;  H.  P.  St. 

John,  Esq.  ;  V.  M.  Biddulph,  Esq.  ;  Hon.  E.  A.  Stonor  ;  H.  J.  F.  Badeley,  Esq.  ; 

0.   Headlam,  Esq.  ;  J.  B.  HOTHAM,  Esq. 

Accountant (>.  I^ulkes,  Esq. 

Copyist Mr.  T.  A.  CiURT  ;  Assistant  Copyipt Mr.  H.  P.  NORRIS. 

Messengers Messrs.  W.  Worfell,  A.  A.  W orfell,  C  E.  Chizlett,  A.  N.  Stoll,  J.  W.  F. 

Locke,  J.  McMillan,  G.  Bennett. 

Librarian --S.  Arthur  Strong,  Esq. 

Assistant  Librarian A.  H.  M.  Butler,  Esq. 

Messenger Mr.  W.  H.  G.  Strevens. 

Examiners  for  Standing  Orders C.  W.  Campion,  Esq.  ;  J.  F.  Symons  Jeune,  Esq.  ;  Clerk 

J.  W.  G.  Bond,  Esq. 

Gentleman  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod Gen.  Sir  Michael  A.  S.  Biddulph,  G.C.B. 

Yeoman  Usher Captain  T.  D.  Butler. 

Serjeant-at-Arms Major-General  Sir  Arthur  Ellis,  K.C^^jC).^C^QQQ[g 


HIS  MAJESTY^  PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  STATE.-(C^,)  ^ii 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS.— (C(w^.) 

Depaty  Serjeant-at-Arms S.  Hand,  Esq. 

Resident  Superintendent Mr.  J.  K.  Williams. 

Shorthand  Writer W.  H  GURNEY  Salter,  Esq. 

Principal  Doorkeepers Messrs.  W.  Chandler,  E.  Fox,  F.  Holman 

Fust  Class  Assistants Messrs.  C.  Walker,  J.  Hedley,  J.  Lane. 

Second  Class  Assistants Messrs.  B.  Gallop,  H.  B.  Strevens,  G.  W.  Cross,  W.  Stopp. 
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Leeds  Corporation  Water  Bill  [Lords].  (By  Order.)— Order  for  Second 
Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." — 

Mr,  Paulton  {Bwharn^  Bishop  Auckland)  65 
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Provisional  Order  Bili^s  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  applicable 
thereto  complied  wiTH).~Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report 
from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the 
First  Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  which  are  applicable  thereto 
have  been  complied  with,  viz. : — Education  Board  Provisional  Orders  Con- 
firmation (Barnes,  &c.)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No. 
2)  BiU  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  time  to-morrow  66 

Local  Gtovemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7)  Bill  (Special  Report). 
— Mr.  Speakerlaid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  pursuant 
to  the  Order  of  the  House  of  the  9th  July,  they  have  made  the  following 
Special  Report : — 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7)  Bill. — If  this  Bill 
is  intended  by  the  Order  of  the  House  of  the  dth  July  to  be 
treated  as  a  Private  Bill  in  respect  of  the  Amendments  introduced 
in  Committee  in  the  Confirmation  Bill,  the  Standing  Orders  have 
not  been  complied  with,  inasmuch  as  no  notice  has  been  given  of 
the  powers  sought  by  Clause  2  of  the  said  Bill,  as  amended  in 
Committee. 

But  the  Standing  Orders  do  not  contemplate  the  examination  of 
Confirmation  Bills  by  the  Examiners  in  regard  to  any  require- 
ments other  than  those  contained  in  Standing  Orders  38  and  39, 
compliance  with  which  has  been  already  proved. 

C.  W.  Campion. 

J.  F.  Symons  Jeune. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  Stand- 
ing Orders  ^ ...         •..      67 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill.* 

Mr.  Flynn  199 
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The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  273 ;  Noes,  55.     (Division  List  No.  327.) 

Other  Amendments  made  on  Clause  12 — 

Mr.  Gha/nning  {NorihampUmshire,  E.) 203 

Amendment  proposed — 
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and  proves  in  manner  prescribed  by  the  Income  Tax  Acts  that  his  total 
income  from  all  sources^  although  exceeding  two  hundred  pounds,  does  not 
exceed  eight  hundred  and  seventy 'five  pounds,  shall  be  entitled  to  relief 
from  income  tax  equal — (a>  if  his  total  income  does  not  exceed  five 
hundred  pounds,  to  the  amount  of  income  tax  upon  two  hundred  pounds ; 
^nd  (b)  if  his  total  income  exceeds  five  hundred  pounds  and  does  not 
exceed  six  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds,  to  the  amount  of  the  income 
tax  upon  one  hundred  and  eighty  pounds ;  and  (c)  if  his  total  income 
exceed  six  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds  and  does  not  exceed  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  to  the  amoimt  of  the  income  tax  upon  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds ;  and  (d)  if  his  total  income  exceeds  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  and  does  not  exceed  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-five  pounds,  to  the  amount  of  income  tax  upon  eighty-seven 
pounds ;  and  such  relief  shall  be  given  either  by  reduction  of  the  assess- 
ment or  by  repayment  of  the  excess  which  has  been  paid,  or  by  both  of 
those  means,  as  the  case  may  require.*  ** — {Mr,  Channing,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted.** 
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Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach         ... 206 

Mr.  Sydney  Bmtcm  207 

Mr.  Flynn  208 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :  Ayes,  90  ;  Noes,  184.     (Division  List  No.  328.) 

,..Mr.  0:Mwra         211 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  7,  line  24,  to  leave  out  Clause  14."  (Mr.  ffMara.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Bill." 

Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach        212 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  174;  Noes,  68.  (Division  List  No.  329.) 

Mr.M'Kenna       215 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  10,  line  16,  to  add  the  words,  *  6.  In  the  event  of  coal 
duty  being  paid  by  a  colliery  proprietor  upon  coaj  sold  by  him  free 
on  board  to  a  purchaser  in  pursuance  of  a  contract  made  before  the 
nineteenth  day  of  April,  nineteen  hundred  and  one,  the  seller  may,  in 
the  absence  of  agreement  to  the  Contrary,  recover  as  an  addition  to 
the  contract  price  of  the  coal  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount  of  duty  so 
paid,  unless  the  purchaser  shows  that  the  coal  has  .been  applied  for  the 
purpose  .of  fulfilling  a  contract  made  by  him  before  the  nineteenth 
day  of  April,  nineteen  himdred  and  one,  for  the  sale  of  the  coal  at  a 
specified  price.'" — Mr.  M*Kenna. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Brynmor  Jones        ..         ..         215 

Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach        ...         216 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  after  One  Jof  the  clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS:  FRIDAY,  12th  JULY,  1901. 
Took  THE  Oath.— The  Viscount  Cromer  took  the  Oath         217 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate  from  the  Examiners  that  the 
further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have  been  com- 
plied with : — DubJin,  Wicklow,  and  Wexford  Railway  (New  Ross  and 
Waterford  Extension). 

And  th^d  Certificate  that  the  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  foUow- 
lowing  Bill  have  not  been  complied  with  : — Derby  Corporation. 

The  same  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table      217 
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Derby  Corporation  Bill. — Examiner's  Certificate  of  uon-compliance  with  the 
Standing  Orders  referred  to  the  Standing  Orders  Committee  on  Friday 
next 217 

Dabin  (Eqaalisation  of  Rates)  Bill ;  Bradford  Corporation  Bill ;  Metropoli- 
tan Water  Companies  (Amendment  of  Acts)  Bill ;  North  British  Railway 
Bill;  Metropolitan  Eailway  Bill. — Reportel  from  the  Select  Committee, 
with  Amendments      217 

Lancashire  and  YorkshireBailway  (Deame  Valley  Junction  Railways) 

BilL — The  King's  consent  signified ;  and  Bill  reported,  with  Amendments     217 

Borton-upon-Trent  Gorporation  Bill.— Reported  with  Amendments         .:.  217 

Shipley  Improvement  Bill.-— Report  of  His  Majesty's  Attorney  General 

received,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table      217 

Soath  Metropolitan  Gas  Bill.— Reported  from  the  Select  Committee  with 

Amendments 218 

London  United  Tramways  Bill. — Moved,  That  the  Order  made  on  the 
2l8t  day  of  March  last,  "  That  no  Private  Bill  brought  from  the  House 
of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  Thursday,  the  27th  day  of 
June  next,"  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2^ ;  agreed 
to ;  Bill  read  2<*  accordingly  and  committed  ;  the  Committee  to  be  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  of  Selection  218 

City  and  Brixton  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]. — Read  3^  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 

Commons         218 

Tottenham  and  Hampstead  Junction  Railway  Bill ;  Yorkshire  Electric 
Power  Bill ;  Caledonian  Railway  Bill. — Read  3^  with  the  Amendments, 
and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons 218 

Aire  and  Calder  Navigation  Bill  [h.l.];  South  Western  and  Isle  of 
Wight  Junction  Railway  Bill  [h.l.] — Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 
to,  with  Amendments;  the  said  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to...     218 

Stnmd  Gas  Bill. — Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the  Amendments 
agreed  to         ...    .     218 

Swansea  Harbonr  Bill ;  Rhyl  Improvement  Bill ;  Paisley  Police  and  Public 
Health  Bill ;  Stalybridge,  Hyde,  Mossley,  and  Dukinfield  Tramways  and 
Electricity  Board  Bill ;  Stratford-upon-Avon,  Towcester,  and  Midland 
Junction,  East  and  West  Junction,  and  Evesham,  Redditch,  and 
Stratford-upon-Avon  Junction  Railway  Companies  Bill;  Metropolitan 
District  Railway  Bill  ;i  Local  Government  Provisional  Order  (No.  11)  Bill ; 
London  United.  Tramways  Bill. — Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection, 
That  the  following  Lords  be  proposed  to  the  House  to  form  the  Select 
Committee  for  the '  consideration  of  the  said  Bills,  viz. — K  Munster,  L. 
Saltoun,  L.  Ribblesdale  (chairman),  L.  Headley,  L.  Tredegar ;  agreed  to ; 
and  the  said  Lords  appointed  accordingly ;  the  Committee  to  meet  on 
Tuesday  next,  at  Eleven  o'clock ;  and  all  petitions  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee, with  leave  to  the  petitioners  praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel 
against  the  Bills  to  be  heard  as  desired,  as  also  counsel  for  the  Bills        ...     216 

Qlaseow  Corporation  (Tramways  and  General)  Provisional  Order 
Oonfirmation  Bill  [h.l.].— A  Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  under 
the  Private  Legislation    Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,   1899,  relating  .to        j 
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Glasgow  Corporation  (Tramways  and  General),  was  presented  by  the  Lord 
Balfour ;  read  1<* ;  to  be  printed ;  and  (pursuant  to  the  Private  Legisla- 
tion Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899,  Section  7),  deemed  to  have  been  read 
2«,  and  reported  from  the  (Committee.    (No.  163) 219 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Treaty  Series,  No.  5  (1901). — Convention  between  the  United  Kingdom 
and  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  mutual  extradition  of  fugitive 
criminals,  signed  at  Washington,  13th  December,  1900  (ratifications 
exchanged  at  Washington,  22nd  April,  1901)         219 

Explosives  (Explosion  at  Messrs.  Kynoch*s  Factory,  Worsborough 
Dale,  near  Barnsley). — Report  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  by  Captain  J.  H.  Thomson,  His  Majesty's  Chief  Inspector  of 
Explosives,  on  the  circumstances  attending  an  explosion  which  occurred  in 
the  cartridge  press  house  at  the  factory  of  Messrs.  Kynoch,  Limited,  at 
Worsborough  Dale,  near  Barnsley. 

Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  219 

Polling  Districts  (County  of  Surrey). — Order  made  by  the  county 
council  for  the  county  of  Surrey,  altering  the  parliamentary  polling  place 
for  Nutfield  polling  district.  Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act), 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table        219 


Plumbers  Registration  Bill  [hx.]. — A  Bill  for  the  registration  of  plumbers. 
Was  presented  by  the  Lora  Glenesk ;  read  1^ ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be 
read  2«  on  Thursday  next.     (No.  161.)  220 

Marine  Insurance  Bill  [h.l.]. — A  Bill  for  codifying  the  law  relating  to 
marine  insurance.  Was  presented  by  the  Lord  Chancellor ;  read  l^ ;  and 
to  be  printed.     (No.  162.)     220 

Trla-L  of  Earl  Russell. — Witnesses  ordered  to  attend  and   to  produce 

documents       220 

Naval  Reserve  Establishment — 

Lord  Brassey        220 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  (The  Earl  of  Dudley) 224 

Fiscownt  Goschen  229 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  {The  Earl  of  Selbame)  233 

Trial  of  Earl  Russell— 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  {The  Earl  of  Morley)     243 

Earl  Carrington 244 

Foreign  Office—Officials  in  the  Far  East  Department — 

Viscount  Templetovm       244 

The    Secretary     of    State    for    Foreign   Affairs    {The    Marquess    of 

Lansdowne)       244 

Earl  Spencer        247 

South  African  War — Number  of  Boer  Forces  before  the  War— 

Earl  Beauchamp 247 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India  {The  Earl  of  Hardwicke)           . . .     248 
EarlSptncei'        248 

House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes  past  Six  of  the  clock. 
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Chesterfield  Improyement  Bill  [Lords] ;  London,  Brighton,  and  South 
Coast  Railway  Bill  [Lords]. — As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read 
the  third  time 249 

Bristol  Corporation  (Docks  and  Railwa78,  Etc.)  Bill  [Lords].     (By 

Order). — Read  a  second  time,  and  committed       249 

Idacation  Board  Provisional   Orders   Confirmation   (Barnes)    Bill 

FLords] ;  Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords]. — 
kead  a  second  time,  and  committed 249 

Barrow-in-Fomess  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]. — Reported,  with  Amend- 
ments ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed 249 

Shields  Brid^fe  Bill  [LorHs]. — Reported  [Preamble  not  proved] ;  Report  to 

lie  upon  the  Table      249 

Pbivate  Bills  (Group  0).-^-^ir  Robert  Gunter  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Group  O  of  Private  Bills ;  That,  there  being  no  business  ready  for 
their  consideration,  the  Committee  had  adjourned  till  Tuesday  next,  at 
half -past  Eleven  of  the  clock. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table 249 

Manchester  and  Liverpool  Electric  Express  Railway  Bill  [Lords].— 
Sir  Lewis  M'lver  reported  from  the  Committee  on  the  Manchester  and 
Liverpool  Electric  Express  Railway  Bill  [Lords] ;  That,  on  account  of 
public  engagements  of  Members  of  the  Committee,  they  had  adjourned 
until  Tuesday  next,  at  Eleven  of  the  clock. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table 249 

Message  from  t^  Lords  :— 

That  they  have  agreed  to,  Aldershot  Gas  and  Water  Bill,  with  Amend- 
ments. 

That  they  have  agreed  to.  Amendments  to  King's  Norton  and  Northfield 

Urban  District  Tramways  Bill  [Lords],  without  amendment  ...     249 
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Alkau,  etc.,  Works  Regulation  Bill. — Petition  from  Stretiord,  in  favour; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table 250 

Education  (Continuation  Schools)  Bill. — Petitions  in  favour,  from  Nor- 
wich ;  Llangollen ;  and  Keighley ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 250 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  Bill. — Petition  from  Seaton, 

in  &vour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         250 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children  Bill.— Petition  from  Froding- 

ham,  in  &vour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         250 

Sovereign's  Oath  on  Accession  Bill. — Petition  from  Edinburgh,  against ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table ..     250 
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Clergy  (West  Indies). — Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  the  Amount  payable 
on  5th  January,  1901,  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  for  Ecclesiastical 
purposes  in  the  West  Indies  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        250 

Post  Office  Savings  Banks. — Accounts  presented,  of  all  deposits  received 
and  paid  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1900,  and  of  the  Sum 
received  and  paid  by  the  National  Debt  Commissioners  on  account  of  the 
Fund  for  the  Post  Office  Savings  Banks  in  the  same  year  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  262.]      250 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill. — Return  p-esented, 
relative  thereto  [ordered  11th  July;  Mr.  Gerald  BcUfow],  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  263.]  250 

Explosions  (Explosion  at  Messrs.  Kynoch's  Factory,  Worsborough 
Dale,  near  Barnsley). — Copy  presented,  of  report  by  Captain  J.  H. 
Thomson,  His  Majesty's  Chief  Inspector  of  Explosives,  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  on  the  circumstances  attending  an 
explosion  which  occurred  in  the  cartridge  press  house  at  the  factory  of 
Messrs.  Kynoch,  Limited,  at  Worsborough  Dale,  near  Barnsley,  on  the 
25th  May,  1 901  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 25 1 

Prosecution  of  Offences  Acts,  1879and1884.— Return  presented,  relative 
thereto  [Address  9th  July  ;  Mr.  Jesse  CoUings] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and 
to  be  printed.     [No.  264.]      251 

Polling  Districts  (Surrey). — Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the 
County  Council  of  Surrey  altering  the  Parliamentary  Polling  Place  for 
Nutifield  Polling  District  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 251 

Treaty  Series  (No.  5,  1901). — Copy  presented,  of  Convention  between  the 
United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  Mutual  Extra- 
dition of  Fugitive  Criminals.  Signed  at  Washington,  13th  December, 
1900.  Ratifications  exchanged  at  Washington,  22nd  April,  1901  [by 
Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 251 

Paper  Laid  upon  the  Table  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House.— Caledonian 
Canal. — Copy  of  Ninety-sixth  Eeport  of  the  Commissioners  [by  Act] ;  to 
be  printed.     [No.  265.]  251 

Religious  Instructors. — Return  ordered,  "showing,  with  respect  to  each 
Poor  Law  Union  in  the  Metropolis,  whether  there  is  a  paid  Religious 
Instructor  (Roman  Catholic  or  Nonconformist)  for  the  inmates  of  the 
workhouse  or  workhouse  infirmary,  and  what  is  the  amount  of  the  salary 
payable  to  each  Instructor. " — Mr.  Talbot     251 

QUESTIONS. 

South  African  War — Boer  Prisoners  in  Ceylon.— Question,  Mr.  O'Shee 
(Waterford,  W.) ;  Answer,  The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office 
(Lord  Stanley,  Lancashire,  Westhoughton) 252 

Vlakfontein   Engagement. — Questions,   Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,   K) ;  Answers, 

Lord  Stanley 252 

Proposed   Review   of   Returned    VoLUNTEERS.—Question,  Mr.    Thomas 

Dewar  (Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's) ;  Answer,  Lord  Stanley     254 

LONBON      AND      NoRTH-WeSTERN       RAILWAY      COMPANY  —  DISMISSAL      OF 

Employees. — Question,  Mr.  Bell  (Derby) ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Jesse  Collings,  Birmingham, 
Bordesley)       /       "      i  **'     ^^^ 
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WiLLBSDEN  Goods  Yard — Fatalities. — Question,  Mr.  Bell;  Answer,   The 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  Leeds,  Central)    ...     255 

Chelsea  Electricity  Supply   Company. — Question,    Mr.  Stuart-Wortley 

(Sheffield,  Hallam) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour 265 

Leytonstone  Poor  Law  Schools. — Question,  Mr.  Flower  (Bradford,  W.) 
Answer,  The  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board  (Mr.  Walter  Long, 
Bristol,  S.)       

V^AKEFiELD  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITAL, — Question,  Mr.  Brigg  (York 
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Answer,  The  Vice-President  of  the  Board  of  Education  (Sir  J.  Gorst,  Cam 
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XoRTH   Sligo    Fisheries.— Question,  Mr.  William    M*Killop  (Sligo,    N.  ^ 

Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)  ...     257 

Kerry  Railway   and    Harbour   Guarantees.— Questions,    Mr.  Thomas 

CDonnell  (Kerry,  W.);  Answers,  Mr,  Wyndham 258 

Royal  Irish  Constabulary  Horses.— Question,   Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  (Louth, 

N.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  259 

Loans  to  Irish  Tenant  Farmers. — Question,  Sir  Thomas  Esmonde  (Wex- 
ford, N.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham 259 

Millstreet  (Cork)  Labourers' Cottages  Inquiry.— Question,  Mr.  Sheehan 

(Cork  County,  Mid) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham        259 

Sugg  County  Court  Appeals.— Question,  Mr.  William  M*Killop ;  Answer, 

The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry,  N.)       ...     260 

Trial  of  Mr.  Walsh,  J.P.— Question,  Mr.  CShee;  Answer,  Mr.  Atkinson...     260 

Waterpord  Assizes. — Question,  Mr.  O'Shee ;  Answer,  Mr.  Atkinson  ...     26 1 

Wexford  County  Surveyor. — Question,  Sir  Thomas  Esmonde;    Answer, 

Mr.  Atkinson  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         •••     262 

Irish   Geological    Survey. — Question,   Mr.  Field ;     Answer,     the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education  (Sir  J.  Gorst,  Cambridge  University)     262 

Commissioner    of    Irish    Lights-— Dismissal  of  Captain  M*Combie. — 

Question,  Mr.  Mooney  (Dublin  Co.,  S.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour    ...     263 
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Selection  (Standing  Committees). — Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee :  That  they  had  added  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Law,  and 
Courts  of  Justice,  and  Legal  Procedure  the  following  Fifteen  Members  in 
respect  of  the  Purchase  of  Land  (Ireland)  (No.  2)  Bill :— Mr.  Archdale, 
Mr.  Black,  Mr.  Lecky,  Mr.  Macartney,  Mr.  Mooney,  Mr.  William  Moore, 
Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  O'Dowd,  Mr.  O'Kelly,  Mr.  Price,  Mr.  William  Redmond, 
Mr.  T.  W.  EusseU,  Colonel  Saunderson,  Mr.  Tully,  and  Mr.  Wyndham. 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table  264 


Raance  Bill. — As  amended,  on  consideration,  to  be  printed.     [Bill  262.1    ...     264 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


xxvui  TABLE   OF    CONTENTS. 

Jvly  12.] 

SUPPLY  [15th  Allotted  Day]. — Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Civil  Sbrvice  Estimates.    1901-2. 

Class  IV. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
X705,771  (including  a  supplementary  sum  of  £5,000),  be  ^nted  to 
His  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  the  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  31st  day  of  March,  1902,  for  the  Expenses  of  the  Commissioners 
of  National  Education  in  Ireland,  incluaing  a  Grant  in  Aid  of  the 
Teachers'  Pension  Fund,  Ireland." 

Mr,  John  Redmond  (Waierford) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  ''  That  Item  A  (Salaries  and  Wages)  be 
reduced  by  £1,000."— (Afr.  John  Redmond.) 

Discussion : —  , 

Mr,  T.  W.  Russell  (Tyrone,  S,) 

Mr.  Thomas  O'Donnell  (Keiry,  W.) 

Mr.  Richards  {Finsburyj  E.)       

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  (Laidh,  N.)       

Mr.  Gordon  {Londonderry,  S.)      

Mr.  Hemphill,  Tyrone.  N.)  

Mr.  Tully  (Leitjim,  S.) 

Mr.  Roland  (Kerry,  S.) 

Mr.  Lundon  (Limerick,  E.)  

Mr.  Leamy  (KUdare,  N.) 

Mr,  Sharpe  (Kensington,  N.)        

Mr.  O^Malky  (GaXway,  Connemma) 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover),, 

Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.)     

Question  put — 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  87  ;  Noes,  178.  (Division  List  No.  330). 

"  •  Original  Question  again  proposed — 

And,  objection  being  taken  to  further  proceeding,  the  Chairman  pro- 
ceeded to  interrupt  the  Business — 

Whereupon  Mr.  Wyndham  rose  in  his  place,  and  claimed  to  move,  "  That 
the  Question  be  now  put." 

<2uestion  put,  "  That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  175  ;  Noes,  SI.     (Division  List  No.  331.) 

Question  put  accordingly. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  174  ;  Noes,  75.     (Division  List  No.  332.) 

And,  it  being  after  Midnight,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make  his 
Report  to  the  House. 

Eesolution  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next ;  Committee  to  sit  again 
upon  Monday  next. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes  after  Twelve  of  the  clock. 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  *  Where  a  school  board '  stand  part 
of  the  Clause." 

The  Vice-President  of  the  'Board  of  Edncaiion  {Sir  J.  Gorst,  Cambridge 

UniversUy)       461 

Mr,  Robert  Spencer  {Northamptonshire,  Mid)      ...  46 1 

Mr.  Trevdyan  {Yorkshire,  W.  R,  Elland)  463 

'  Sir  Albert  RollU  {IsUngtan,  N.) 465 

Mr.  Alfred  HtUton  {Yorkshire,  IF.  R.,  Morley) 468 

Mr.  Dvke  {Plymmth)       471 

Dr.  Macnamara  {Camherwdl,  N.)  473 

Mr.  Geo.  WhUe  {Norfolk,  N.W.)  478 

Mr.  Bryce  {Aberdeen,  S.)  481 

Mr.  Lawson  rFalion  {Leeds,  S.) 484 

Sir  IF.  Hart  Dyke  (Kent,  Dartford)         486 

Sir  Edward  Grey  {Northumberland,  Bei-wick)      489 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  {Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)     ...  492 

Sir  fFilliam  Rarcourt  {Monmouthshire,  IF.)        494 

Mr.  Broadhurst  {Leicester)  496 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty  Members  were  not  present.     House 
counted,  and  forty  Members  being  found  present — 

Mr.  Broadhurst 497 

Mr.  Plummer  {Nevxastle-on-Tyne)  500 

Mr.  Charles  Morley  {Brecknock)  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  502 

Mr.  Henry  Hobhouse  {Somersetshire,  E.) 505 

Mr.  Levy  {Leicestershire,  Loughboroagh) 506 

Mr.  Spear  {Devonshire,  Tavistock)  508 

■'  Mr.  Bngg  {Yorkshire,  IF.R.,  Keighky) 509 

Mr.  Holland  { Yorkshire,  IF.R.,  Rotherkam)        511 

Mr.  Goddard  {Ipswich) 513 

Mr.  Yoxall  {Nottingham^  IF.)       515 

Mr.  Corrie  Grant  {IFarwickshire,  Rugby)...         ...         ...         ...         ...  518 

It  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make  his  report  to  the 
House. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  on  Monday  next 

Course  of  Business. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  529 

Sir  H.  CampbelUBannerman        ... "i    avso^^ 
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SUPPLY  [July  12th].— Resolution  reported. 

Civil  Service  Estimates,    1901-2. 

Class  IV. 

*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  X705,77l  (including  a  supplementary  sum 
of  £5,000),  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March,  1902,  for  the  Expenses  of 
the  Commissioners  of  National  Education  in  Ireland,  including  a 
Grant  in  Aid  of  the  Teachers'  Pension  Fund,  Ireland." 

Resolution  read  a  second  time. 

..  Mr,  J^  W.  Ru^ll  {Tyrone,  S,) 531 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out '  £705.771,'  and  insert '  £705,671 '  instead  thereof." 
—{Mr.T,  W.  Rvssell) 

Question  proposed,  "That  * £705,771  '  stand  part  of  the  Resolution." 

Mr.  Thomas  O'Donnell  (Kerry,  }r.)         532 

.  Col,  Saunderson  (Armaghy  N.) ..•  534 

Mr,  Dillon  {Mayo,  E,) 534 

Mr.  Tully  {Ldtnm,  S,) 535 

Mr.  John  Redrrumd^fVaterford) 537 

.  The  Chief  Secretary  f(yr  Ireland  {Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)             ...         ...  538 

Mr.. Nartnetti  {Dublin,  College  (heen)      540 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  rose  in  his  place  and  claimed  to  move,  "  That  the 
Question  be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  145 ;  Noes,  65.     (Division  List  No.  333.) 

Question  put  accordingly,  "  That,  *  £705,771 '  stand  part  of  the  Reso- 
lution." !  . 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  140;  Noes,  67.     (Division  List  No.  334.) 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  now  claimed,  "  That  the  Main  Question  be  now  put." 

Main  Question  put  accordingly,  "That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Resolution." 


The  House  Divided  :— Ayes,  116  ;  Noes,  64.     (Division  List  No.  335.) 
surd    (Ireland)  Bill. — Read  a  second  time  an 

Adjourned  at  a  quarter  before  Two  of  the  clock. 


Congested  Districts  Board   (Ireland)  Bill. — Read  a  second  time  and 

committed  for  this  day  547 
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Took  the  Oath.— The  Lord  Chesham  took  the  Oath 549 
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Watford  and  District  Tramways  Bill  rH.L.] ;  Wells  Corporation  Water 
Bill;  London,  Tilbury,  and  Southend"  Railway  Bill. — Reported  with 
Amendments   ... 549 
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Torrinflrton  and  Okehampton  Railway  BUI;  North  British  Railway 
Bill ;  Read  3**,  with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Commons         549 

London  United  TramwayB  Bill. — Standing  Order  No.  93,  considered 
(according  to  Order),  and  dispensed  with,  with  respect  to  a  petition  of 
the  Surbiton  Urban  District  Council ;  leave  given  to  present  the  said 
petition  549 

Handsworth  Urban  District  Oooncil  Bill  [h.l.].— Returned  from  the 
Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amendments  ;  the  said  Amendments  considered, 
and  agreed  to ...         ...     549 

ShefSeld  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]. — Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 

with  Amendments      549 

Bexley  Tramways  Bill;  Cleveland  and  Durham  County  Electric  Power 
Bill;  Dublin  Corporation  (Markets,  etc.)  Bill;  Great  Central  Railway 
Bill ;  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  (Various  Powers)  Bill. — Returned 
from  the  Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to         549 

Navsd!  Works  (Provision^  Order)  Bill. — House  in  Committee  (according 
to  Order) ;  Bill  reported  without  amendment ;  Standing  Committee 
negatived;  and  Bill  to  be  read  3«  on  Thursday  next         549 

Local    Ooyemment    Provisional    Orders   (No.    6)    Bill.— Read    3« 

(according  to  Order),  and  passed      550 

Local  Government   Provisional   Orders   (No.  9)   Bill -Amendments 

reported  (according  to  Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3"  on  Thursday  next...     550 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 

Sewage  Disposal — Royal  Commission. — Interim  Report  of  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  to  inquire  and  report  what  methods  of  treating 
and  disposing  of  sewage  may  properly  be  adopted ;  with  minutes  of 
evidence,  index,  and  appendices       550 

Laxd  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1887  (Eviction  notices). — Return  of  the  number 

of  eviction  notices  filed  during  the  quarter  ended  30th  June,  1901  ...     550 

Imperlal    Institute — Indlan    Section.— Annual    Report    for    the    year 

1900-1901.     Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table...     550 

Betting. — The  e^^dence  taken  before  the  Select  Committee  from  time  to  time 
to.be  printed,  but  no. copies. to  be  delivered,  except  to  members  of  the 
Committee,  until  further  order         550 

Select  Committees. — Ordered  that  all  Select  Committees  do  adjourn  over 

Thursday  and  Friday  next 550 

Trawlers'  Certificates  Suspension  Bill  [h.l.]. — Reported  from  the 
Standing  Committee  with  a  further  Amendment;  the  Report  of  the 
Amendments  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  by  the 
Standing  Committee  to  be  received  on  Monday  next ;  and  Bill  to  be 
printed  as  amended.     (No.  164.)      ...         550 

Day  Industrial  Schools  (Ireland)  Bill  [h.l.]— House  in  Committee  (accord- 
ing to  Order)  ;  Bill  reported  without  amendment ;  and  re-committed  tc 
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New  Public  Buildings  in   Whitehall  and  Pabuament  Strbet— Pro- 
posed Models. 

The  Earl  of  Wemyss        651 

Moved  to  resolve,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  House  it  is  desirable  that 
models  of  the  proposed  public  buildings  at  Whitehall  and  Parliament 
Street  should  oe  made  and  publicly  exhibited  as  recommended  bv 
Professor  Aitchison,  late  President  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  British 
Architects,  and  by  the  present  President  and  Council  of  the  said 
Institute. — (The  Lord  Wemyss)  {E,  Wemyss). 

The  Earl  of  Pembroke      556 

Lord  Tweedmouth  562 

Lord  Stannwre      563 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  {The  Marquess  of  Lansdovme)  565 

The  Earl  of  Wemyss        567 

On  Question,  their  Lordships  divided.    Contents,  41 ;  Non-Contents,  20. 

Broad  Sanctuary,  Westminster — Opening  of  Enclosure  to  the  Public. 

The  Earl  of  Meath  569 

The  Earl  of  Pembroke      572 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  before  Six  of  the  clock. 
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with  Amendments      ...      574 
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consent  signified ;  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments   ...     574 


L]mton    and   Barnstaple  Railway  Bill  [Lords]  [not  amended].— Con- 
sidered;  to  be  read  the  third  time   


574 


Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill  [Lords]  (By  Order.) 

— Read  a  second  time,  and  committed         574 

Portmadoc,  Beddgelert,  and  South  Snowdon  Railway  Bill  [Lords].— 
Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
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Albion  Steam  Goal  Company  Bill  [Lords]. — Reported,  with  an  Amend- 
ment, Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table 574 

Worcester   Tramways    Bill    [Lords].— Reported,   with  an    Amendment; 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed     574 
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EUand  Oas  Bill  [Lords]. — Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Report  to  lie  upon 

the  Table         574 

Freshwater,  Tarmonth,  and  Newport  Railway  Bill  [Lords].— Reported, 
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Orders  not  previously  inquired  into  are  applicable "  575 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Local  Crovenunent  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7)  Bill:— 

Report  [this  day]  from  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders  read. 

Bill  ordered  to  be    considered,    as    amended    to-morrow. — (Mr,   Grant 

Lawsan.) 575 

Message  from  the  Lords  :— 

That  they  have  agreed  to  Barry  Railway  Bill  without  amendment. 

That  they  have  agreed  to  Swanage  Gas  and  Water  Bill ;  Bingley  Urban 
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ine  (Cornwall,   Camborne),   and   Mr.    Soames;  Answers,    Mr.   A.    J. 
Balfour 600 

Message  from  the  Lords. — That  they  have  agreed  to,  Education  (Scotland) 

Bill,  with  Amendments  601 

NEJV    BILLS. 

London  School  Board  Elections. — Bill  to  alter  the  Divisions  of  London 
for  the  Election  of  the  School  Board,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Dr. 
Macnamara,  Mr.  Charrington,  Sir  George  Fardell,  Major  Evans-Gordon, 
Mr.  Kimber,  Mr.  Lough,  Sir  John  Blundell  Maple,  Captain  Norton,  Mr. 
Remnant,  Mr.  Herbert  Robertson,  Sir  Albert  Rollit,  and  Mr.  Tritton. 

London  School  Board  Elections  Bill. — ^'To  alter  the  Divisions  of 
London  for  the  Election  of  the  School  Board,"  presented,  and  read  the 
first  time;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Tuesday  next,  and  to  be 
printed.     [Bill  266.] 601 

Contagious  and  Infectious  Diseases  (Animals). — Bill  to  amend  the  Law 
relating  to  the  notification  of  Contagious  and  Infectious  Diseases  of 
Animals  and  tl^e  compensation  of  owners,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Louis  Sinclair,  Colonel  Nolan,  Mr.  David  Morgan,  Mr.  Brynmor 
Jones,  Mr.  TuUy,  Mr.  Cathcart  Wason,  and  Colonel  Tufnell. 

Contagious  and  Infectious  Diseases  (Animals)  Bill— ''To  amend  the 
Law  relating  to  the  notification  of  Contagious  and  Infectious  Diseases  of 
Animals  and  the  compensation  of  owners,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Tuesday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  267.] 601 
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SUPPLY  [16th  Allotted  Day].— Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Jeffreys  (Hampshire,  N.)  in  the  Chair.] 

Civil  Service  Estimates,  1901-2. 

Class  II. 

1.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
XI 30, 269,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1902,  for  the  Salaries  and 
Expenses  of  the  Local  (rovemment  Board." 

Ih,  MacimTTima  {Carnherwelly  N,)            ...         ...         602 

Mr.  Flower  {Bradford,  JF,)         605 

Captain  Norton  {Newington,  W,)             609 

Sir  AlheH  RollU  (Islington,  S.) 612 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Vote  be  reduced  by 
Ji\00:'-^{Sir  Albert  RollU.) 

Mr.  Bartley  {Islington,  N.)  618 

Mr.  Harwood  {Bolton)      621 

Sir  Michael  Foster  (London  University) 625 

Mr.  Dnke  (Plymouth)       625 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell  (Tyrone,  S.) 628 

Mr.  Hay  (Shoreditch,  Hozion)      629 

Sir  JValter  Foster  (Derbyshire,  Ilkeston) 630 

Sir  John  Bninner  (Cheshire,  Northwich) 635 

Tlie   President  of  the  Local    Government    Board  (Mr.    Walter    Long, 

Bristol,  S.) 636 

Sir  IFUliam  Harcourt  (Monmouthshire,  JF.)        ...         651 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  Corrie  Grant 652 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Vote  be  reduced  by 
£100:'— (Mr.  Corrie  Grant.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £130,169,  be  granted 
for  the  said  service." 

Mr.  Corrie  Grant 653 

Mr.  Charles  Hobhouse  (Bi-istol,  E.)  653 

Col.  Blundell  (Lancashire,  Ince) 654 

Mr.  J.  A.  Pease  (Essex,  Saffron  Walden)  654 

Mr.  Broadhurst  (Leicester)  656 

Dr.  Shipman  (Northampton)         . .  656 

Mr.  Walter  Long 657 

Mr.  Channing  (Northamptonshire,  E.)      658 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  93 ;  Noes,  171.     (Division  List  No.  336.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  Tully  (Leitrim,  S.) 661 

•  Mr.  Caldwell. (Lanarkshire,  Mid.)  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     662 

Mr.  Tully 662 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  168  ;  Noes,  77.    (Division  Ligt.J^P^^3|[^)3QQ|g 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£26,094,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty  to  complete  the  sum  necessary 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1902,  for  the  Salaries  and 
Expenses  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  and  to  pay  certain  Grants-in- 
Aid." 

Mr,  Lambert  (Devonshire,  South  MoUan) ...         ...     665 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced 
by  £100,  in  respect  of  the  Salary  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture." — (Mr.  Lambert.) 

Mr,  O^Shauglinessy  {Limerick,  W,)  670 

Mr,  Lloyd  {Berkshire,  Abingdon)  ...  671 

,..  Mr,  Channing.      ...  ..         ...         672 

.Mr.  Henry  Hoblwuse  {Somersetshire,  E.)  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  674 

Captain  Sinclair  {Farfarshire)     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  676 

Mr,  Tollema/ihe  {Cheshire,  Eddesbury)     ...  ...  ...  677 

Mr.  Hei'bert  Roberts  {Denbighshire,  U\) 678 

Mr,  Ll-ewellyn  {Somersetshire,  N.) ...  679 

Mr,  Mansfield  (Lincolnshire,  Spalding) ...  ...  680 

. . .  Sir  James  Rojnkin  (H-erefordMre,  Leominster) ...  680 

.  .  Mr.  Strachey {Somersetshire,  S.)  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         . .  68 1 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriadture  {Mr,  Hanbury,  Preston)        ...  68. *i 

.   M7\  Nerval  IF.  Helme  {Lancashire,  Lancaster)    ...         ...         ...         ...  692 

Mr.  Munro  Fei'guson  {Leith  Burghs)        692 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  83  ;  Noes,  208.  (Division  List  No.  338.) 

Original  Quc^stion  again  proposed — 

Objection  being  taken  to  further  Proceedings,  the  Chairman  left  the 
Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the  House. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  ;  Committee  also  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again 
to-morrofp^. 

Naval  Works  (Consolidated  Fund). — Committee  to  consider  of  making 
further  provision  for  the  Construction  of  Works  in  the  United  Kingdom 
and  elsewhere  for  the  purposes  of  the  Royal  Navy,  and  of  authoi  ising 
the  payment,  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  of  such  Sums  as  may  be 
necessary  for  those  purposes  (King's  Recommendation  signified),  this 
d&y:— {Sir  JFilliam  Tralrond.)  695 

Adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  after  Twelve  of  the  clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS:  WEDNESDAY,  17th  JULY,  1901. 

PRIVATE   BILL   BUSINESS. 

Committees  on  Unopposed  Private  Bills. — Ordered,  that  the  Chairman  of 
Ways  and  Means  be  discharged  from  attendance  on  the  Committees  on 
Unopposed  Bills  on  Thursday  and  Friday,  and  that  Mr.  Heywood 
Johnstone  be  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Thursday,  and  Mr. 
Henry  Hobhouse  on  Friday. — {Mr,  Caldwell)  697 

Aldershot  Gas  and    Water   Bill. — Lords'  Amendments  considered    and 

agreed  to         697 
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Bonrnemouth    CSorporation     Bill    [Lords]. — As    amended,     considered; 

Amendments  made  ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  697 

Chester  Corporation  Tramways  Bill  [Lords]. — As  amended,  considered  ; 

Amendments  made  ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  697 

Harpenden  District  Qas  Bill  [Lords]. — As  amended,  considered  ;  to  be  read 

the  third,  time 697 

Manchester  .Corporation  Bill  [Lords]. — As  amended,  considered ;  Amend- 
ments m^de ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  697 

Si  Bartholomew's  Hospital  Bill  [Lords]. — As  amended,  considered  ;  to  be 

read  the  third  time     ....       ...         697 

PETITIOXS. 

Alkau,  Etc.,  Works  Regulation  Bill. — Petition  from  Withington  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     697 

Board  of  Education. — Petition  of  Thomas  Allen,  for  withdrawal  of  Draft 

Order  in  Council,  No.  216 ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 698 

The  Education  (Continuation  Schools)  Bill, — Petition  from  Reading,  in 

favour;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  698 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children   Bill. — Petitions  in  favour ; 

from  Worksop ;  and  Nottingham ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 698 

Sovereign's  Oath  on  Accession  Bill. — Petitions  against ;   from  Harwich ; 

and  Yarmouth ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  698 

RETURNS,    REPORTS,    ETC. 

Prosecutions  (Fishery  Laws)  (Ireland). — Keturn  [presented  15th  July] 

tobe  printed.     [No.  266.] 698 

Imperial  Institl^te  (Indian  Section). — Copy  presented,  of  Annual  Report 
of  the  Imperial  Institute  (Indian  Section)  for  the  year  1900-1901  [by 
CommandJ ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 698 

Savings  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies. — Accounts  presented,  showing 
the  Interest  accrued  in  respect  of  the  Securities  standing  in  the  names  of 
the  Commissioners  for  the  Reduction  of  the  National  Debt  to  the  credit 
of  the  Post  Office  Savings  Banks  Fund  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1900,  and  of  the  Fund  for  the  Banks  for  Savings  and  the  Fund  for 
Friendly  Societies  for  the  year  ended  20th  November,  1900  [by  Act] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  267.]  698 

Irish  Land  Commission. — Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the  Commissioners 
for  the  period  from  Ist  Apnl,  1900,  to  31st  March,  1901  [by  Command]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table 698 

South  Africa  (Concentration  Camps).— Copy  presented,  of  Return  of 
numbers  of  persons  in  the  Concentration  Camps  in  South  Africa,  June, 
1901  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  698 


Finaiice  Bill.— Order  for  Third  Reading  Read. 

A  verbal  amendment  made  (inserting  the  word  "  as  ") 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the 
third  time." 

Sir  W'illiam  Earcourt  (Monmouthshire^  IF,)         699 

The  Sea-eta/ry  of  State  for  the  Colonies  {Mr,  J.  Chamberlainy  Birmingham, 

W,)       718 

Mr,  Herbert  Lewis  {Flint  Boroughs)         ...  734 

Mr,  Martley  {Islington,  N.)          736 

Sir  Robert  Reid  {Dumfries  Burghs)           ...  739 

Mr,  Winston  Churchill  {Oldham) ...  745 

Mr,  Alfred  Davies  {Carmarthen  Burghs) ...  750 

Mr,  Keir  Hardie  {Merthyr  Tydvil)          755 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqv£r  {Sir  M,  Hicks  Beach,  Bristol,  W,)         ...  759 

Mr,  JFilliam  Redmond  {Clare,  E.)          764 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  291 ;  Noes,  121.    (Division  List  No.  339.) 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Stockport  Corporation  Water  Bill  [Lords].— Reported,  with  Amend- 
ments ;  report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed     ...     771 

Ohrist's  Hospital  (Londoil)  Bill  [Lords].-~Reported,  with  Amendments; 

report  to  lie  upon  the  Taole 771 

NEJV  BILL, 

Peers  (Abolition  of  Privilege). — Bill  to  provide  for  the  abolition  of  the 
Privilege  of  Peerage  in  trials  for  treason  or  felony,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  MacNeiB,  Mr.  John  Redmond,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  Hemphill,  Mr. 
Caine,  Mr.  Power,  and  Mr.  Leamy 771 

Peers  (Abolition  of  Privilege)  Bill.— "To  provide  for  the  abolition  of  the 
Privilege  of  Peerage  in  trials  for  treason  or  felony,"  presented  according, 
and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  to-morrow,  and  to  be 
printed.     [Bill  268.] 772 

Adjourned  at  a  quarter  before  Six  of  the  clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS  :  THURSDAY,  18th  JULY,  1901. 

Trial  of  Earl  Russell  : — 

Garter  King  of  Arms  by  his  Deputy,  Norroy  King  of  Arms,  permitted 
to  come  to  the  Table. 

House  called  over. 

House  adjourned  to  the  Royal  Galler}\     Commission  appointing  a  Lord 
_,High  Steward  read.     Writ  of  Certiorari,  Return,  and  Indictment 
read. 
Earl  Russell  brought  to  the  Bar  and  arraigned  on  the  Indictment.     Objec- 
tion taken  by  counsel  for  Earl  Russell   to  the  said  Indictment ; 
"objedtion  overruled.     Then,  in  answer  to  the  arraignment,  the  said 
Earl  pleads  "  guilty  "  to  the  felony  whereof  he  stands  indicted. 

Counsel  heard  in  mitigation  of  the  sentence. 

The  said  Earl  is  also  heard. 

House  adjourned  to  the  Chamber  of  Parliament. 
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Then  the  Bishops  deliver  a  protestation  and  desire  leave  to  be  absent  when 
judgment  is  given  upon  Earl  Russell ;  upon  which  leave  is  given. 

Sentence  considered. 

House  resumed  in  the  Royal  Gallery. 

Earl  Russell  brought  to  the  Bar  and  informed  by  the  Lord  High  Steward 
that  the  sentence  of  the  House,  unanimously  agreed  to,  was  that  he 
be  imprisoned  for  three  calendar  months  in  Uis  Majesty's  Prison  at 
HoUoway  as  an  offender  of  the  Yirst  Division. 

Ordered  That  John  Francis  Stanley  Earl  Russell,  who  at  the  Bar  of  this 
House  has  pleaded  guilty  to  the  charge  of  felony  bigamy,  be 
imprisoned  in  His  Majesty's  Prison  at  Holloway,  in  the  county  of 
London,  for  the  space  of  three  calendar  months,  and  that  he  be  treated 
as  an  offender  of  the  First  Division. 

The  Commission  was  then  dissolved. 

House  adjourned  during  pleasure. 

House  resumed. 

Ordered  that  the  proceedings  on  the  trial  of  Earl  Russell  be  printed. 

(No.  165.)  773 

Earl  of  Leitrim. — Petition  of  Charles  Earl  of  Leitrim,  in  the  Peerage  of 
Ii^land,  and  Baron  Clements  of  Kilmacrenan,  in  the  Peerage  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  claiming  a  right  to  vote  at  the  elections  of  Repre- 
sentative Peers  for  Ireland ;  read,  referred  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  to 
consider  and  report  thereupon  to  the  House  774 

Earl  of  Cavan. — Report  made  from  the  Lord  Chancellor,  that  the  right  of 
Frederic  Rudolph  Lambart,  Earl  of  Cavan,  to  vote  at  the  elections  of 
Representative  Peers  for  Ireland  has  been  established  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 774 

OmcE  OF  Lord  Great  Chamberlain. — Petition  of  Gilbert  Henry 
Heathcote-Drummond-Willoughby,  Earl  of  Ancaster,  Baron  Willoughby 
de  Eresby,  to  His  Majesty,  praying  His  Majesty  that  it  might  be  declared 
that  he  and  his  heirs  are  entitled  to  the  office  and  dignity  of  Lord  Great 
Chamberlain  of  England,  and  that  if,  contrary  to  his  contention,  it  should 
appear  that  the  said  office  and  dignity  are  in  abeyance  between  the  co- 
heirs of  Peregrine  and  Robert,  Dufees  of  Ancaster  and  Kesteven, 
Barons  Willoughby  de  Eresby,  to  determine  such  abeyance  in  favour  of 
the  Petitioner;  and  further  that,  if  His  Majesty  should  be  pleased, 
pendente  lite,  to  appoint  a  deputy  to  execute  the  said  office,  and  that 
such  appointment  may  be  made  subject  to  the  Petitioner's  right,  if  any 
should  appear  to  exist.  Presented  (by  Command) ;  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  for  Privileges  to  consider  and  report         ...         ...         ...     774 

Took  the  Oath.— The  Lord  Dunalley  took  the  Oath 774 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Qolborne  Gas  Bill. — Reported  from  the  Select  Committee  with  Amendments    774 

Stalybridge,  Hyde,  Mossl^,'  and  Dukinfleld  Tramways  and  Elec- 
tricity Board  BiU. — Keported  from  the  Select  Committee  with 
Amendments 774 

Sheffield   Oorporation    Bill    [h.l.]. — Commons'  Amendments   considered 

and  agreed  to 775 

Belfast  and  Northern  Counties  Railway  Bill.— Moved,  That  the  Order 

made  on  the  21st  day  of  March  last,  "That  no  Private  Bill  brought  from^QQlc 
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the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  Thursday,  27th 
day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2* ; 
agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2"  accordingly  and  committed ;  the  Committee  to  be 
proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection      ...     775 

Blackpool  Improvement  Bill ;  Metropolitan  RailwHy  Bill ;  Lancashire  and 
Yorkshire  Railway  (Dearne  Valley  Junction  Railways)  Bill ;  Burton-upon- 
Trent  Corporation  Bill ;  Metropolitan  Water  Companies  (Amendment  of 
Acts)  Bill. — Read  3^,  with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to 
the  Commons ...     775 

Bideford  and  Olovelly  Railway  (Abandonment)  Bill  [h.l.].— Returned 

from  the  Commons  agreed  to  ...         ...         ...     775 

Chesterfield  Improvement  Bill  [h.l.].  ;  London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast 
Railway  Bill  [h.l.]. — Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to,  with 
Amendments.     The  said  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to  ...     775 

Aldershot    Gas  and  Water  Bill ;  Bury  Corporation  Bill. — Returned  from 

the  Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to       ...     775 

Southampton  and  Winchester  Great  Western  Junction  Railway  Bill. 

— Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  that  the  Lord  de  Saumarez  be 
proposed  to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  said 
Bill  in  the  place  of  the  Lord  de  Mauley ;  read  and  agreed  to       775 

Local    Gpvemment   (Ireland)    Provisional  Orders    (No.   4)  Bill.— 

Moved,  That  the  order  made  on  the  21st  March  last,  "That  no  Provi- 
sional  Order  Confirmation  Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons  shall 
be  read  a  second  time  after  the  27th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed 
with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2^ ;  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2"  accor- 
dingly, and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow    ...     775 

Naval  Works  (Provisional  Order)  BilL — Read  3«  (according  to  Order),  and 


776 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  9)  Bill.— Read  3«  (according 

to  Order),  with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons     776 

Clydebank  Burgh  Tramways  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.];  Edin- 
burgh and  District  Water  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l. J. — Read  3** 
(according  to  Order),  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons  ...         ...     776 

Local  Government  Provisional  Order  (No.  7)  Bill.— Brought  from  the 
Commons  ;  read  1^  ;  to  be  printed ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners.  (No. 
167.) 776 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 
Africa  No.  6  (1901). — Correspondence  respected  the  Uganda  Railway       ...     776 

Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series). — No.  2659.  Norway  ;  No.  2660.  Colombia 

(Barranquilla) ;  No.  2661.  Costa  Rico;  No.  2662.  Turkey  (Beyrout,  etc.)    776 

Irish  Land  Commission. — Report  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  period  from 

Ist  April,  1900,  to  31st  March,  1901  776 

Board  of  Trade  (Labour  Department)  : — 

I.  (Wages  and  Hours  of  Labour). — Report  relating  to  changes  in  rates  of 

wages  and  hours  of  labour  in  the  United  Kingdom  m  1 900 ;  with 
statistical  tables. 

II.  (Strikes  and  Lock-outs). — Report  by  the  Chief  Labour  Correspondent 

of  the  Board  of  Trade  on  the  strikes  and  lock-outs  of  1900 ;  with 
statistical  tables Digfedbyt^OOglC   '"    "^ 
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Army.— Paper  by  the  Secretary  of  State  laying  down  the  requirements  for 

our  Army,  dated  1st  June,  1901       777 

Railway  Returns. — Returns  as  to  the  capital,  traffic,  receipts,  and  working 
expenditure,  etc.,  of  the  railway  companies  of  the  United  Kingdom,  for 
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The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  259  ;  Noes,  176.     (Division  List  No.  340.) 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Long,  Mr.  Attorney  General,  the  Lord 
Advocate,  and  Mr.  Grant  Lawson. 

AgricQltaral  Bates  Act,  1896,  etc.,  Oontinuance  Bill.—"  To  continue 
the  Agricultural  Rates  Act,  1896,  the  Tithe  Rent-charge  (Rates)  Act,  1899, 
the  Agricultural  Rates,  Congested  Districts,  and  Burgh  Land  Tax  Belief^ ^j^ 
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(Scotland)  Act,  1896,  and  the  Local  Taxation  Account  (Scotland)  Act, 
1898,"  presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second 
tiine  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  269.] 


\ 


Standing  Committee  on  Trade,  Etc. — Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Trade  (including 
Agriculture  and  Fishing),  Shipping,  and  Manufactures,  that  they  have 
power  to  consolidate  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  Amendment 
Bill  and  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  Consolidation  Bill  into  one  Bill.'* — 
{Mr,  Secretary  Ritchie,)  873 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Financial  Relations  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland — 

Mr,  Clancy  {Dublin  Co,,  K)         873 

Sir  Thomas  Esrnmde  I lVexf(yrd,  N.)         887 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  over-taxation  of  Ireland, 
estabhshed  by  the  recent  Royal  Commission  on  Financial  Relations, 
constitutes  a  serious  and  pressing  grievance  as  regards  that  country, 
and  demands  the  early  attention  ofHis  Majesty's  Government  with  a 
view  to  its  removal." — {Mr,  Clancy,) 

Discussion — 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  {Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Bnstol,  JV.)       ...  893 

Mr,  M'Cann  (Dublin,  St,  Stephen's  Green)          906 

Dr.  Ambrose  {Mayo,  fr,) 916 

Mr,  T,  fV,  Russell  {Tyrone,  S,) 927 

Mr,  T.  P,  aConr^  {Liverpool,  Scotland)            936 

Mr,  Arthwr  Elliot  {Durham)      945 

Mr,  Stoift  MacNeill  {Dmegal,  S,)        949 

Mr.  Flyrm  {Cork,  N,)      952 

Question' put. 

The  House  divided  :     Ayes,  102  ;  Noes,  224.     (Division  List  No.  341.) 

Meat  Market  (Ireland)  Bill. — Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
[Mr.  Jksse  Collings  (Birmingham,  Bordesley)  in  the  Chair.] 
Committee  reported  progress  ;  to  sit  again  to-morrow       955 

Ulster  Custom  Bill.— Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 
Mr.  Flavin  objected. 
Second  Reading  deferred  till  Monday  next 956 

House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  after  Twelve  of  the  clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS:    FRIDAY,  19th  JULY,  1901. 

PRIVATE    BILL  BUSINESS. 

Standing  Orders  Committee. — Report  from.  That  the  Standing  Orders  not 
complied  with  in  respect  of  the  Derby  Corporation  Bill  ought  to  be  dis- 
pensed vrith,  and  the  Bill  allowed  to  proceed  with  ;  read,  and  agreed  to...    957 
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London  and  India  Docks   (New  Works)  Bill.— The   King's   consent 

signified  ;  and  Bill  reported  with  Amendments      ...     957 

Glasgow  and  South  Western  Railway  Bill ;  Llanelly  Harbour  Bill 

[h.l.]. — Keported  with  Amendments  957 

Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  Wexford  Railway  (New  Ross  and  Water- 
ford  Extension)  BilL — Keported  without  amendment 957 

Watford  and  District  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.].— Read  3«  and  passed,  and 

sent  to  the  Commons 957 

Long  Eaton  Oas  BilL — Head  3^,  with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and 

returned  to  the  Commons      ..  957 

South  Metropolitan  Oas  Bill. — Read  3^,  with  the  Amendments ;  a  further 

amendment  made  ;  Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons     957 

Wisbech  Water  Bill  [h.l.]. — Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to,  with 

Amendments  ;  the  said  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to 957 

Tottenham  and  Hampstead  Junction  Railway  Bill ;  Yorkshire  Electric 

Power  BilL — Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to    957 

Lynton  and  Barnstaple  Railway  Bill  [h.l.].— Returned  from  the  Com- 
mons agreed  to  957 

Paisley  Police  and  Public  Health  Bill.— Reported  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee with  Amendments 958 

Blackbum  Corporation  Bill. — Reported  with  Amendments 958 

Hond  Gas  Bill. — Reported  from  the  Select  Committee  with  Amendments  ...     958 

West  Cumberland  Electric  Tramways  Bill;  Clyde  Valley  Electrical 
Power  BilL — The  King's  consent  signified  ;  and  Bills  reported  from  the 
Select  Committee  with  Amendments  ...         958 

Paisley  District  Tramways  Order  Oonflrmation  Bill  [h.l.].— A  Bill  to 
confirm  a  Provisional  Order  under  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure 
(Scotland)  Act,  1899,  relating  to  Paisley  District  Tramways,  was  pre- 
sented by  the  Lord  Balfour ;  read  1^ ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2^  on 
Friday  next.     (No.  169.)       ...         958 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (Housing  of  Working  Classes) 
(No.  2)  Bill.— Moved, "  That  the  Order  made  on  the  21st  March  last, 
*That  no  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bill  brought  from  the  House  of 
Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  the  27th  day  of  June  next,' 
be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2«  ";  agreed  to ;  Bill  read 
29  accordingly,  and  committed ;  the  Committee  to  be  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Selection        ^ 958 

Local  Ooyemment  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill; 
House  in*  Committee  (according  to  Order) ;  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  3"  on  Monday 
next 958 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Army  (Volunteers). — Proposed  amendment  of  the  scheme  relative  to  the 
efficiency  of  Volunteers  under  Order  in  Council  dated  31st  July,  1880,  as 
amended  by  subsequent  Orders.  Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  958 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


Ix  TABLE    OF    CONTENTS. 

July  19.]  Page 

South  Africa  (Concentration  Camps). — Return  of  numbers  of  pereons  in 

the  Concentration  Camps  in  South  Airica,  June,  1901       959 

Arsenical  Poisoning  (Royal  Cobcmission). — Report  of  the  Commissioners 
am)ointed  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  poisoning  by  arsenic  in  beer  and 
other  articles  of  diet 959 

Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series). — No.  2663.  France  (Reunion).  No.  2664. 
Austria-Hungary.  No.  2665.  Netherlands  (Java).  Presented  (by  com- 
mand), and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table        959 


NEW  BILLS. 

Patent  Law  Amendment  Bill  [h.l.]. — A  Bill  to  amend  the  law  with  refer- 
ence to  international  arrangements  for  patents,  was  presented  by  the  Earl 
of  Dudley;  read  1«;  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  168) 959 

Salmon  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Bill  [h.l.]:— 

The  Earl  of  Mayo  959 

Bill  to  amend  the  laws  relating  to  the  salmon  fisheries  of  Ireland,  pre- 
sented by  the  Earl  of  Mayo. 

Moved,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  \^,—(The  Earl  of  Mayo,) 

The  Earl  of  Denbigh        965 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  1^  accordingly  ;  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  170.) 

Royal  Declaration  Bill  [h.l.]  :— 

The  Prime  Minister  and  Lord  Privy  Seal  {The  Marq;ues$  of  Salisbury)    , . .     966 

Bill  to  modify  the  Declaration  required  by  the  Bill  of  Rights  to  be  made 
by  the  Sovereign,  presented  by  the  Lord  Privy  Seal  {M,  Salisbury). 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  1^. — (The  Marquess  of  Salisbury,) 

Lord  Herries         ...  968 

Eatl'Spencer 968 

The  Lord  Archbishop  of  York      969 

Lord  Tweedmouth ...  969 

The  Marquess  of  Salisbury  970 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  1^  accordingly  ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2*  on  Tuesday 
next.    (No.  171.) 

Unseaworthy  Ships — Deck  Loads — 

Lard  Muskerry      970 

The  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  (The  Earl  of  Dudley)  971 

Mercantile  Marine  (Board  of  Trade  Surveying  Staff).— Return 
respecting ;  laid  before  the  House  pursuant  to  Order  of  the  18th  of  June 
last,  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  172.) .^ 972 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  past  Five  of  the  clock. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS:   FRIDAY,  19th  JULY,  1901. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSWESS, 

Hendon  Tramways  Bill  [Lords]  (By  Order). — Order  for  Second  Reading 
read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr,  Tully  {Leiirim,  S.) ^         972 

Amendment  proposed— 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now,'  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to 
add  the  words  *  upon  this  day  three  months.'  " — {Mr.  fully.) 

Mr.  GMwdl  {Lcmarkshire,  Mid) 975 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor  {Liverpool,  Scotland)  97a 

Sir  E.  Duming-Laurence  {Cornwall^  Truro)        ...  974 

Mr.  Flavin  {Keiry,  N.) 974 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  *  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

Gla^ow  Oorporation  (Police)  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bill 

[Lords].  [Under  Section  9,  Sub-section  (4)  of  the  Private  Legis- 
lation Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899.]  (By  Order.) — Order  for 
ooDsideration,  read. 

Mr.  Charles  Doughs  {Lanarkshire,  N.^.)  974 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Schedule,  page  6,  line  32,  after  the  word  *  rate,*  to  insert  the 
words  *  but  subject  as  aforesaid.' " — {Mr.  Charles  Douglas.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Cameron  Corhett  {Glasgow,  Tradeston)  ...         ...         ...         ...  976 

Sir  Walter  Tharbam  {Peebles,  Selkirk) 976 

Mr.  Eugene  Wason  {Clackrnannan  and  Kinross)  ...         ...         ...         ...  977 

Mr.  Hozier  {Lanarkshire,  S.)  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  978 

The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray,  Buteshire)  979 

.  Mr.  Colmlle  {Lanarkshire,  N.E.)  979 

Mr.  Alexander  Cross  {Glasgow,  Camlachie)  ...         ...         980 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  47;  Noes,  233.     (Division  List  No.  342.) 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon  Monday  next. 

Private  Bills  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into 
COMPLIED  with) — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bill,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Read- 
ing thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which 
are  applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied  with,  namely : — City  and 
Brixton  Railway  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time      ...     983 
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Bingley  Urban  District  Council  Bill ;  Caledonian  Railway  Bill ;  Derby- 
shire and  Nottinghamshire  Electric  Power  Bill ;  Eccles  Corporation  Bill ; 
Great  Western  Railway  Bill ;  Kingston-upon-Hull  Corporation  Bill. — 
Lords' Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to      ...         ...     983 

Shannon  Water   and   Electric  Power  Bill. — Lords'  Amendments  to 

be  considered  upon  Monday  next ...     983 

Swanage    Gas    and    Water    Bill. — Lords'  Amendments  considered,  and 

'to         ;         ..."       :         883 


L3mton  and  Barnstaple  Railway  Bill  [Lords].— Read  the  third  time, 

and  passed  without  amendment        ...     984 

Bolton  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]. — As  amended,  considered ;  Amendments 

miade ;  Bill  to  be  read  a  third  time ...     984 

Edinburgh  Corporation  Order  Confirmation.— Bill  to  confirm  a  Pro- 
visional Order  under  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act, 
1899,  relating  to  Edinburgh  Corporation,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  the 
Lord  Advocate  and  Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Scotland      ...     984 

Edinburgh  Corporation  Order  Confirmation  Bill.—"  To  confirm  a  Pro- 
visional Order  under  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act, 
1899,  relating  to  Edinburgh  Corporation,"  presented  ;  and,  under  62  and 
63  Vic,  c,  47,  s.  7  (2),  ordered  to  be  considered  on  Tuesday  next  ...     984 

Stirling  Corporation  Order  Confirmation. — Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional 
Order  under  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899, 
relating  to  Stirling  Corporation,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  the  Lord 
Advocate  and  Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Scotland ...         ...     984 

Stirling  Corporation  Order  Confirmation  Bill.— "To  confirm  a  Pro- 
visional Order  under  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act, 
1899,  relating  to  Stirling  Corporation,"  presented;  and,  under  62  and  63 
Vic,  c.  47,  s.  7  (2),  ordered  to  be  considered  upon  Tuesday  next...         ...     984 

Water  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords]. — Reported,  without 
amendment  [Provisional  Orders  confirmed] ;  Keport  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon  Monday  next 985 

Water  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords].— Reported,  without 
amendment  [Provisional  Orders  confirmed] ;  Keport  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon  Monday  next 985 

Dover  Harbour  Bill  [Lords] ;  Central  London  Railway  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords]. 
— Reported,  with  amendments  ;  Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed 985 

Belfast  Harbour  Bill  [Lords]. — Reported  without  amendment;  Report  to 

lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time     . . .     985 

Newport  (Isle  of  Wight)  Oas  Bill  [Lords] ;  Easton  and  Church  Hope  Rail- 
way Bill  [Lords] ;  Doncaster  Tithe  Trust  Bill  [Lords]. — ^Reported,  with 
amendments  ;  Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed  ...         ...     985 

Dover  Gas  Bill    [Lords]. — Reported,  without   amendment;   Report  to  lie 

upon  the  Table  -and  to  be  printed.     Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time         ...     985 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


TABLE    OF   CONTENTS.  Ixiu 

/f</yl9.]  Page 

Heywood  and  Middleton  Water  Board  Bill  [Lords].— Reported,  with 

Amendments ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  ancl  to  be  printed 985 

Loch  Leven  Water  Power  Bill. — Reported,  with  Amendments  ;  Report  to 

lie  upon  the  Table       985 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill.— Copy  ordered,  "  of  Memo 
randum  stating  the  nature  of  the  Proposals  contained  in  the  Provisional 
Orders  included  in  the  Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill." — 
{Mr,  Gerald  Balfour,) 986 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  3)  Bill.— Copy  ordered,  "of  Memo- 
randum stating  the  nature  of  the  Proposals  contained  in  the  Provisional 
Orders  included  in  the  Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  3)  Bill." — 
(Mr.  Gerald  Balfmr,) 986 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  4)  Bill.— Copy  ordered,  "  of  Memo- 
randum stating  the  nature  of  the  Proposals  contained  in  the  Provisional 
Orders  included  in  the  Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  4)  Bill." — 
{Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,) 986 

Message  from  the  Lords: — 

That  they  have  agreed  to  :  Naval  Works  Provisional  Order  Bill,  without 
amendment. 

That  they  have  agreed  to :  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  9) 
Bill ;  Blackpool  Improvement  Bill ;  Metropolitan  Railway  Bill ; 
Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  (Deame  Valley  Junction  Railways) 
Bill ;  Burton-upon-Trent  Corporation  Bill ;  Metropolitan  Water  Com- 
panies (Amendment  of  Acts)  Bill,  with  Amendments. 

That  they  have  agreed  to  Amendments  to  :  Sheffield  Corporation  Bill 
[Lords]  ;  Chesterfield  Improvement  Bill  [Lords] ;  London,  Brighton, 
and  South  Coast  Railway  Bill  [Lords],  without  amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill  intituled,  **  Aft  Act  to  confirm  a  Provisional 
Order  under  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act, 
1899,  relating  to  Clydebank  Burgh  Tramways."  Clydebank  Burgh 
Tramways  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords]. 

Also  a  Bill  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  under  the 
Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899,  relating  to 
Edinburgh  and  District  Water."  Edinburgh  and  District  Water 
Order  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords], 

And  also  a  Bill  intituled,  "An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Watford  and 
District  Tramways  Company,  and  to  empower  that  Company  to  make 
and  maintain  tramways  and  other  works  ;  and  for  other  purposes." 
Watford  and  District  Tramways  Bill  [Lords] ...     986 

Clydebank  Burgh   Tramways   Order   Confirmation   Bill   [Lords].— 
Ordered,  under  Section  7  (2)  of  the  Private  Legislation  (Scotland)  Act, 
-"'■  1899,  to  be  considered  upon  Tuesday  next 987 

Edinburgh  District  Water  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [Xords].— 
Ordered  under  Section  7  (2)  of  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure 
(Scotland)  Act,  1899,  to  be  considered  upon  Tuesday  next  987 

Watford  and  District  Tramways  Bill  [Lords].— Read  the  first  time; 
andreferi-ed  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills         ,.,  (  vva-w 
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PETITIONS. 

Agricultural  Rates  Act  (1896),  etc.,  Continuance  Bill. — Petition  from 

Uphall,  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         987 

Alkau^   etc..    Works    Regulation  Bill.— -Petition  from  West  Ham,  in 

favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  987 

Board  of  Education  (Minute  of  3rd  July,  1901). — Petition  from  Leek, 

for  withdrawal ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         987 

Church  Discipline. — Petition  from  Doncaster,  for  alteration  of  Law ;   to  lie 

upon  the  Table  987 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill.— Petition  from  Cleethorpes,  for  alteration ;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table  987 

Elementary  Education  (Higher  Grade  and  Evening  Continuation 
Schools). — Petition  from  Ryde,  for  alteration  of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table 987 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children  Bill. — Petitions  in  favour, 

from  Leigh  ;  St.  Germans,  and  Nottingham ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         . . .     988 

Sovereign's  Oath  on  Accession  Bill. — Petition  from  London,  against ;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table      988 

RETURNS,    REPORTS,  ETC. 

Grocers  and  Off-Licences,  Etc.  (Belfast). — Return  [presented  15th  July] 

to  be  printed.     [No.  269]       988 

Tithe  Rent-Charge  (Rating)  Act  (1899)  (Amounts  paid  to  Administra- 
tive Counties  and  Boroughs). — Return  [presented  18th  July]  to  be 
printed.     [No.  270] 988 

Arsenical  Poisoning  (Royal  Commission). — Copy  presented  of  Report  of 
the  Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  Poisoning  by 
Arsenic  in  Beer  and  other  Articles  of  Diet  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table • 988 

Sea  Fisheries  (Restrictive  Legislation  in  Foreign  Countries).— Return 
presented  relative  thereto  [Address  13th  December,  1900  ;  Mr,  Maconoehie] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  271]         988 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  (Endowed  Schools  Acts). — Copy  pre- 
sented of  Report  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Charity  Commissioners  for 
England  and  Wales  imder  the  Endowed  Schools  Acts,  1869  to  1889,  for 
the  year  1900  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       988 

Army  (Volunteers). — Copy  presented  of  Draft  of  a  Scheme  relative  to  the 
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Business  of  the  House. — Question,  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman  (Stirling 

Burghs);  Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  1005 

NEJV  BILL, 

Shop  Clubs. — Bill  to  prohibit  compulsory  membership  of  unregistered  Shop 
Clubs  or  Thrift  Funds,  and  to  regulate  such  as  ore  duly  registered,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Harry  Samuel,  Mr.  Strachey,  Sir  Albert  Rollit, 
Sir  Charles  Dilke,  Sir  Harry  Bullard,  Mr.  Yoxall,  Mr.  Hay,  Dr. 
Macnamara,  Mr.  Holland,  and  Mr.  George  White. 

Shop  Clubs  BilL — "To  prohibit  compulsory  membership  of  unregistered 
Shop  Clubs  or  Thrift  Funds,  and  to  regulate  such  as  are  duly  registered," 
presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Tuesday  next,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  270.]  lOOG 

SUPPLY  [17th  Allotted  Day]. — Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Henry  Hobhouse  (Somersetshire,  K)  in  the  Chair.] 

Civil  Service  Estimates,  1901-2. 

Class  V. 

Motion  made,  and    Question  proposed,    "That  a  sum,    not  exceeding 

£265,052,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary 

...  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during 
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the  year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1902,  for  the  Expenses  of 
His  Majesty's  Embassies  and  Missions  Abroad,  and  of  the  Consular 
Establishments  Abroad  and  other  Expenditure  chargeable  on  the 
Consular  Vote." 

Mr.  Charles  Hobhause  {Bristol  E,)  1006 

Mr,  Gibson  Bowles  {Lynn  Regis) 1008 

Mr.  Taylor  (Lancashire,  RadcUffe)  1010 

The  Undersecretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  {Viscount  Cranbome, 

Rochester) 1012 

Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurice  {fFiUshirey  Cricklade)  1017 

Mr.  Louis  Sinclair  {Essex,  Romford)       1021 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, — "  That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced 
by  £3,550:'—{Mr.  Louis  Sinclair.) 

Viscount  Cranbome  ...         

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Sir  Charles  DiUce  {Gloucestershire,  Forest  of  Bean)  

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, — '*  That  Item  P  ^Considar  Salaries^ 
be  reduced  by  JBIOO,  in  respect  of  the  Salary  of  the  Consid-General 
in  East  Africa."— (^^tr  Charles  Dilke.) 

Mr.  J.  A.  Pease  {Essex,  Saffron  Walden)  

Viscount  Cranborne 

Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  {Toiver  Hamlets,  Poplar)  

Mr.  Thomas  Bayley  {Derbyshire,  Chesterfield)  

Question  put. 


1924 


1025 


1028 
1033 
1036 
1040 


The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  90 ;  Noes,  132.     (Division  List  No.  343.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  Weir  {Ross  and  Cromarty)  . .         . .         1043 

Viscount  Cranborne        1045 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles        ..  ..         1045 

Mr.  CaldweU  {Lanarkshire,  Mid) 1046 

Mr.   Weir 1046 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£210,049,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary 
to  defray  the  charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1902,  for  Grants-in-aid  of 
the  Expenses  of  the  British  Protectorates  in  Uganda  and  in  Central 
and  East  Africa,  and  under  the  Uganda  Railway  Act,  1896  and  1900." 

Sir  Charles  DUke  1047 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  Item  A  (Uganda,  Grant-in- 
Aid)  be  reduced  by  £100."— (iStV  Charles  Dilke.) 


Mr.  Gibson  Bowles 

Mr  Charles  Hobhause      

Viscount  Cranborne  

Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  ...         

Mr.  fViUiam  Johnston  {Belfast,  S.) 

Mr.  Lambert  {Devonshire,  South  MoUon)... 

e   2 


1049 
1050 
1051 
1053 
1055 
...   1056 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


Uviu  TABLE    OF   CONTENTS. 

July  19.j  Page 

Mr,  0' Mara  {Kilkenny,  S.)  1056 

Mr,  Mansfield  (Lincohishvrey  Spalding) 1057 

Colonel  JVilliams  {Dorsetshire,  W,)  1058 

Mr,  William  Redmond  {Clare,  E.)  1059 

Mr,  Weir 1062 

Mr.  J,  W,  Wilson  {Worcestershire,  N,) 1063 

•  Mr,  O'Mara  ...         1065 

'  Sir  Pi'ands  Evans  {Maidstone)     ^..  1065 

Mr,  William  Redmond 1066 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  77 ;  Noes,  169.    (Division  List  No.  344.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

,  Sir  Charles  Dilke  ,„         1069 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  Item  C  (British  East  Africa, 
Grant-in-Aid)  be  reduced  by  £100."— (5ir  Charles  Dilke,) 

Sir  Fra-nds  Evans 1071 

Mr,  Charles  Hobhause       1072 

Viscount  Cranborne  ...  1072 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  75 ;  Noes,  154.     (Division  List  No.  345.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Objection  being  taken  to  further  proceeding,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair 
to  make  his  Report  to  the  House. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next ;  Committee  also  report 
Progress  ;  to  sit  again  upon  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  after  Twelve  of  the  clock,  till  Monday  next. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS  :   MONDAY,  22nd  JULY,  1901. 

Earl  of  Cavan. — Ordered  and  Directed,  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tem- 
poral in  Parliament  assembled,  That  a  Certificate  be  sent  by  the  Clerk 
of  the  Parliaments  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Ireland,  stating  that  the 
Lord  Chancellor  of  the  United  Kingdom  has  reported  to  the  House  of 
Lords  that  the  right  of  the  Earl  of  Cavan  to  vote  at  the  elections  of 
Representative  Peers  for  Ireland  has  been  established  to  the  satisfaction 
of  him  the  said  Lord  Chancellor;  and  that  the  House  of  Lords  has 
ordered  such  Report  to  be  sent  to  the  said  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Ireland ; 
and  it  is  hereby  also  Ordered,  That  the  said  Report  of  the  said  Lord 
Chancellor  be  sent  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Irelaad 1077 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS 

Stratford-upon-Ayon,  Towcester,  and  Midland  Junction,  East  and 
West  Junction,  and  Evesham,  Redditch,  and  Stratford-upon- 
Avon  Junction  Railway  Companies  Bill.— A  witness  ordered  to 
attend  the  Select  Committee  1077 

Swansea    Harbour    Bill. — Reported    from    the    Select    Committee,    with 

Amendments 1077 
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Cromer  Water   Bill;   Biggleswade    Water    Board    Bill.— Reported;  with 

Amendments 1077 

Metropolitan  District  Railway  Bill;  Local  Gk)Ternment  Provisional 
Order  (No.  11)  Bill;  London  United  Tramways  Bill;  Stratford-upon- 
Avon,  Towcester,  and  Midland  Junction,  East  and  West  Junction,  and 
Evesham,  Redditch,  and  Stratford-upon-Avon  Junction  Railway  Com- 
panies Bill. — Leave  given  to  the  Select  Committee  to  continue  sitting  in 
the  absence  of  the  Lord  Headley      ...         1077 

Metropolitan  District  Railway  Bill. — Reported  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee with  Amendments      ...         .••  1078 

Derby  Corporation  Bill. — Moved,  "That  the  Order  made  on  the  21st  day 
of  Marcn  last,  *  That  no  Private  Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons 
shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  Thursday,  the  27th  of  June  next, 
he  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2« " ;  agreed  to : 
Bill  read  2^  accordingly,  and  committed ;  the  Committee  to  be  proposed 
by  the  Committee  of  Selection       1078 

Uanelly    Harbour    Bill>  [h.l.]. — Standing    Order    No.    143a   considered 

(according  to  Order),  and  dispensed  with  in  respect  of  the  said  Bill         ...  1078 

Uanelly    Harbour    Bill  [h.l.]. — Read  3^,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 

Commons         1078 

DnbUn,  Wicklow,  and  Wexford  Railway  (New  Ross  and  Waterford 

Extension)  Bill.— Read,  3«,  and  passed 1078 

Wells  Corporation  Water  Bill. — Read  3^,  with  the  Amendments,  and 

passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons  1078 

Stalybridgre,  Hyde,  Mossley,  and  DuMnfleld  Tramways  and 
Electricity  Board  BilL — Read  3«,  with  the  Amendments;  a  further 
Amendment  made;  Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons 1078 

Bingley  Urban  District  Council  Bill ;  Caledonian  Railway  Bill ;  Derby- 
shire and  Nottinghamshire  Electric  Power  Bill ;  Ecclesi  Corporation  Bill ; 


Great  Western  Railway  Bill ;  Kingston-upon  Hull  Corporation  Bill ; 
Swana^e  Gas  and  Water  Bill ;  Returned  from  the  Commons,  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to         1078 

Dublin  (Equalisation  of  Rates)  Bill.— Order  of  the  day  for  the   Third 
Reading  read. 

Earl  Spencer        1079 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  (the  Earl  of  Mmiey)  1079 

Bill  to  be  read  3^  on  Thursday  next. 

lK)oal  Oovemment  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill ;  Dundee 
Corporation  Order  Confirmation  Bill;  Invergarry  and  Fort  Augustus 
Railway   Order  Confirmation  Bill. — Read  n«  (according  to  Order),  and 


1079 


Kirkcaldy  and  Dysart  Water  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.].— Read  3« 
(according  to  Order),  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons         ...    i    ^^v4/Ql 
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London  United  Tramways  Bill;  Stratford-upon-Avon,  Towcester,  and 
Midland  Junction,  East  and  West  Junction,  and  Evesham,  Redditch,  and 
Stratford-upon-Avon  Junction  Railway  Companies  Bill. — Report  from  the 
Committee  of  Selection,  that  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  the  Lord  Shute 
(V.  Barrington),  and  the  Lord  Braye  be  proposed  to  the  House  as 
members  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bills  in  the  place  of  the 
Lord  Saltoun,  the  Lord  Ribblesdale,  and  the  Lord  Headley,  and  that  the 
Duke  of  Northumberland  be  Chairman  of  the  said  Committee ;  read,  and 
agreed  to 1079 

Local  Gtovemment  Provisional  Order  (Fort)  Bill;  Local  Gk>vemment 
Provisional  Orders  (Housing  of  Working  Classes)  (No.  2)  Bill ;  Belfast 
and  Northern  Counties  Railway  Bill ;  Derby  Corporation  Bill. — Report 
from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  that  the  following  Lords  be  proposed  to 
the  House  to  form  the  Select  Committee  for  the  consideration  of  the  said 
Bills,  viz.: — E.  Waldegrave,  E.  Ilchester,  V.  Clancarty  (E.  Clancarty),  L. 
Kintore  (E.  Kintore),  L.  Strathspey  (E.  Seafield) ;  agreed  to ;  and  the 
said  Lords  appointed  accordingly ;  the  CJommittee  to  meet  on  Thursday 
next,  at  Eleven  o'clock ;  and  aff  petitions  referred  to  the  Committee,  with 
leave  to  the  petitioners  praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel  against  the  Bills, 
to  be  heard  as  desired,  as  also  counsel  for  the  Bills  ...  1080 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Betting. — Report  from  the  Select  Committee  (with  the  proceedings  of  the  Com- 
mittee) made,  and  to  be  printed ;  Minutes  of  Evidence,  together  with 
appendices,  laid  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  delivered  out.  {No.  173.)    ...  1080 

Queen  Anne's  Bounty  Board.— Report  from  the  Joint  Committee  (with 
the  proceedings  of  the  Committee)  made,  and  to  be  printed ;  Minutes  of 
Evidence,  together  with  appendices,  laid  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
delivered  out.     (No.  174.) 1080 

Army  (Volunteers). — Proposed  amendment  of  the  scheme  relative  to  the 
efficiency  of  Volunteers,  under  Order  in  Council  dated  31st  July,  1880,  as 
amended  by  subsequent  Orders  (laid  before  the  House  on  Friday  last),  to 
be  printed.     (No.  175.)  1080 

House  of  Lords  Offices. — First  Report  from  the  Select  Committee  made, 

to  be  printed,  and  to  be  considered  to-morrow.     (No.  176.)  1081 

Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series).— No.  2666.  United  States  (Oregon),  No. 

2667.  China  (Wuhu).  1081 

Board  of  Education.— Copy  presented  of  statement  showing  (1)  Schools  in 
receipt  of  Parliamentary  grants  ;  (2)  Grants  paid  to  school  boards  under 
Section  97,  Elementary  Education  Act,  1870;  (3)  School  board  accounts 
and  list  of  loans,  1900-1901.  1081 

Civil  Service  Commission.— Forty-fifth  Report  of  the  Commissioners ;  with 

appendix. 1081 

Salmon  and  Fresh  Water  Fisheries  (England  and  Wales).— Fortieth 
Annual  Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  Fisheries  (England  and  Wales)  for 
1900     ...         .  ...  1081 

Sea  Fisheries  (England  and  Wales).— Fifteenth  Annual  Report  of  the 

Inspectors  for  1900 1081 

Local  GtOVERnment  Board  (Scotland.) — Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  for  Scotland,  1900.  Presented  (by  Command)  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  (    r^-^r^ir^-"     1^^^ 
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PuBUC  Records  (Admiralty  Department). — Ninth  Schedule  containing 
a  list  and  particulars  of  classes  of  documents  which  have  been  removed 
from  the  ofSce  of  the  Commissioners  for  executing  the  office  of  Lord  Hi^h 
Admiral  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  de- 
posited in  the  Public  Eecord  Office,  but  which  are  not  considered  of 
sufficient  public  value  to  justify  their  preservation  therein  lOSl 

Lighthouses,  etc.  (Local  Inspections). — Reports  to  the  Board  of  Trade  by 
the  Trinity  House  of  Deptford  Strond  and  the  Commissioners  of  Northern 
Lighthouses  of  their  inspection  of  local  lighthouses,  buoys,  and  beacons 
(in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper  No.  16,  of  1900). 
Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  1081 

The  Eoyal  Declaration  against  Transubstantiation  :— 

Fiscomi  Halifax 1082 

The  Lord  Chancellor  {The  Earl  of  Halsbury) 1082 

Fiiac  Arts  Commission  : — 

Lord  Stanmore     1082 

Moved,  "  That  a  humble  address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty  praying  that 
His  Majesty  will  direct  the  appointment  of  a  Koyal  Commission 
similar  in  character  and  object  to  the  Fine  Arts  Commission  of  1842." 
— {The  Lord  Stanmore.) 

The  Prime  Minister  and  Lord  Privy  Seal  {The  Marquess  of  Salisbury)  1092 

The'EarlofMosebery        ...         ...        V.'.        *..-.         ...         1096 

The  Earl  of  Wmyss        1101 

Lord  Staaimore      1105 

On  Question,  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Trawlers'  Oertiflcates  Suspension  Bill   [h.l.].— Amendments  reported 

(according  to  Order),  and  Sill  to  be  read  3«  to-morrow      1 105 

Irish  Land  Commission  : — 

The  Duke  of  Abercqm      1105 

Motion  postponed. 

Naval  Prizb  Money  ; — 

Lord  Muskerry     1106 

.     The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  {The  Earl  of  Selbome) 1107 

House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past  Six  of  the  clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS;    MONDAY,   22nd  JULY,    1901. 

Standing  Committee  on  Trade,  Etc. — Ordered,  That  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Trade  (including  Agriculture  and  Fishing),  Shipping,  and 
manufactures,  have  leave  to  sit  this  day  till  Four  of  the  clock,  notwith- 
standing the  Sitting  of  the  House. — {Mr,  Laurence  Hardy,)  1107 
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PRIVATE   BILL   BUSINESS, 

Provisional  Order  Bills  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  Applicable 
Thereto  CJomplied  with). — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report 
from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case 
of  the  following  Bills,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  which  are  applicable  thereto  have 
been  complied  with,  viz. : — ^Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill 
[Lords]  :  Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  3)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Tramways 
Orders  Confirmation  (No.  4)  Bill  [Lords].  Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be 
read  a  second  time  to-morrow  HOT 

Torrington  and  Okehampton  Railway  Bill. — Lords'  Amendments  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to  1108 

Boumemouth  Corporation  Bill  [Lords] ;  Chester  Corporation  Tramways 
Bill  [Lords] ;  Manchester  Corporation  Bill  [Lords].— Read  the  third  time, 
and  passed,  with  Amendments  1108 

St.    BarthQlomew'9    Hospital    Bill  [Lords].— Read  the  third  time,  and 

passed,  with  an  Amendment 1108 

Wigan   Corporation   Tramways,  Etc.,   Bill   [Lords].— Read  the  third 

time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments  1 1 08 

Eland  Gas   Bill  [Lords]. — As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read  the  third 

time      1108 

Freriiwater,  Yarmouth,  and  Newport  Railway  Bill  [Lords].     [Not 

Amended.]— Considered  ;   to  be  read  the  third  time       1109 

Leeds    Churches   Bill   [Lords] ;    Worcester  Tramways  Bill   [Lords].— As 

amended,  considered ;  to  be  read  the  third  time 1109 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  9)  Bill— -Lords'  Amend- 
ments considered,  and  agreed  to       1109 

Olasffow  Corporation  (Police)  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bill 

[Lords].    [Under  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure   (Scotland) 
Act,  1899.|— Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  1109 

Water  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords];  Water  Orders  Con- 
firmation. (No..  2)  Bill  [Lords]. — Kead  the.  third  .time,  and  passed,  with- 
out amendment  1109 

Message  from  the  Lords: — 

That  they  have  agreed  to :  Long  Eaton  Gas  Bill ;  South  Metropolitan 
Gas  Bill,  with  Amendments. 

That  they  have  agreed  to  Amendments  to  Faversham  Water  Bill  [Lords]  ; 
Wisbech  Water  Bill  [Lords],  without  amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  revive  and  extend  the 
powers  for  the  compulsory  purchase  of  lands  bv  the  Llanelly  Harbour 
and  Burry  Navigation  Commissioners ;  for  the  execution  of  works 
authorisea  by  The  Llanelly  Harbour  Act,  1896  ;  for  the  improvement 
of  the  Port  and  Harbour  of  Llanelly ;  and  to  empower  the  said  Com- 
missioners to  borrow  moneys  with  the  consent  of  the  Urban  District 
Council  of  Llanelly ;  and  for  other  purposes."  Llanelly  Harbour  BiD 
[Lords] ...    ^     1109 
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Llanelly  Harbour  Bill  [Lords]. — Bead  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the 

Exaininers  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills      1109 

PETITIONS. 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill. — Petition  from  Rochdale,  against ;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table 1110 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children  Bill. — Petitions  in  favour, 

from  Dumbarton,  and  North  Kensington  (six) ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table     ...  1110 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children  (Scotland)  Bill.  -  Petition 

from  Canonbie,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1110 

So\'krkign's  Oath  on  Accession  Bill— Petitions  against,  from  Edinburgh, 

and  Stepney ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table ,      1110 

RETUBNS,    REPORTS,    ETC, 

Salmon  and  Fre8hwat£r  Fisheries  (England  and  Wales).— Copy  pre- 
sented, of  Fortieth  Annual  Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  Fisheries  (England 
and  Wales),  fo^  1900  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         1110 

Ska  Fisheries  (England  and  Wales). — Copy  presented,  of  Fifteenth 
Annual  Report  of  the  Inspectors,  for  1900  Fby  Command! :  to  lie  upon  the 
Table    ...         ...         ...         ...         ...       ■■...         ...         ...  1110 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill.— Return  presented, 
relative  thereto  [ordered  19th  July,  Mr,  Gerald  Balfawr] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  272.]  1110 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  3)  Bill. — Return  presented, 
relative  thereto  [ordered  19th  July,  Mr,  Gerald  Balfour'] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  273.]  1110 

Tramways  Orders  Coi^jj^irmation  (No.  4)  Bill.— Return  presented, 
relative  thereto  [ordered  19th  July,  Mr,  Gerald  Balfour]-,  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be.  printed.     [Nq.  274.]  1110 

Lighthouses,  Etc.  (Local  Inspections). — Copies  presenced,  of  Reports  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  by  the  Trinity  House  of  Deptford  Strond  and  the 
Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses  of  their  Inspection  of  Local  Light- 
houses, Buoys,  and  Beacons  (in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No. 
16,  of  Session)  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 
275]      nil 

Local  Government  Board  (Scotland).— Copy  presented,  of  Sixth  Annual 
Report  of  the  Local  Government  Board  for  Scotland  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table  1111 

National  Education  (Ireland).— Copy  presented,  of  Sixty-seventh  Report 
of  the  Commissioners,  being  for  the  year  1900  [by  Command] :  to  lie  upon 
the  Table         1111 

Civil  Service  Commission. — Copy  presented,  of  Forty-fifth  Report  of  the 

Cpmmissioners,  with  Appendix  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...   1111 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  —Copy  presented,  of  Statement  showing 
(1)  Schools  in  receipt  of  Parliamentary  Grants  ;  (2)  Grants  paid  to  School 
Boards  under  Section  97,  Elementary  Education  Act,  1870  ;  and  (3)  School 
Board  Accounts  and  List  of  Loans  for  the  year  1900-1901  [by  Command]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table..:         ...         ; ...  1111 
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Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series). — Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos.  2663  to  2667  [by  Command];  to 
lie  upon  the  Table       1111 

Paper  Laid  upon  the  Table  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House. — Public 
Records  (Admiralty). — Copy  of  Ninth  Schedule,  containing  a  List  and 
Particulars  of  Classes  of  Documents  which  have  been  removed  from  the 
Office  of  the  Commissioners  for  executing  the  office  of  Lord  High  Admiral 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  deposited  in  the 
Public  Record  Office,  but  are  not  considered  of  sufficient  public  value  to 
justify  their  preservation  therein  [by  Act] 1111 

QUESTIONS, 

South  African  War — Wanton  Destruction  of  Private  Property  by 
Boers. — Question,  Mr.  Platt-Higgins  (Salford,  N.) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  jTChamberlain,  Birmingham,  W.)...         ...  1112 

Concentration  Camps — Committee  of  English  Lady  Visitors. — Question, 
Colonel  Legge  (St.  George's,  Hanover  Square) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  (Mr.  Brodrick,  SuiTey,  Guildford) 1113 

Lord  Kitchener's  Demand  for  Mounted  Troops. — Questions,  Mr. 
Courtenay  Warner  (Staffordshire,  Lichfield),  Mr.  Lambert  (Devonshire, 
South  Molton)  and  Mr.  Flynn  (Cork,  N.);  Answers,  Mr.  Brodrick  ...  1113 

Spion  Kop. — Question,  Mr.  Swift  MacNeill  (Donegal,  S.);  Answer,  The 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office  (Lord  Stanley,  Lancashire,  West- 
houghton)        IIH 

Alleged  Murder  of  a   Boer  at  Petersburg. — Question,   Mr.   O'Dowd 

(Sligo,  S.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick 1115 

The  Dordrecht  Execution. — Question,  Mr.  William  Redmond  (Clare,  E.) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         .••  IH^ 

EoYAL  Military  School  Fees. — Question,  Mr.  Humphreys-Owen  (Mont- 
gomeryshire) ;  Answer,  Lord  Stanley  1115 

Army  Reorganisation— Mounted   Riflemen. — Question,  Sir  Elliot  Leea 

(Birkenhead) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick  111^ 

H.M.S.  "  SuNFiSH  "  AND  "  Skate,"— Question,  Mr.  Harmsworth  (Caithness)  ; 

Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Amold-Forster,  Belfast,  W.)  1116 

Ventilation  on  War  Vessels. — Question,  Mr.  Harmsworth ;  Answer,  Mr. 

Arnold-Forster  1116 

Wireless  Telegraphy — Alleged  Offer  of  Signor  Marconi  to   the 

Admiralty. — Question,  Mr.  Harmsworth;    Answer,  Mr.  Amold-Forster  1117 

Gunnery  and  Torpedo  Lieutenants. — Question,  Sir  John  Colomb  (Great 

Yarmouth) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Amold-Forster 1117 

Chinese  Indemnify — Method  of  Payment. — Question,  Mr.  Swift  Mac- 
Neill; Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
(Viscount  Cranborne,  Rochester)      H^^ 

Banished    Chinese    Minister. — Question,   Mr.   Swift  MacNeill;    Answer, 

Viscount  Cranborne 111^ 

Foreign   Troops   in  China. — Question,   Mr.   Lambert;   Answer,  Viscount 

Cranborne        1^^° 
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CfflNA — Cost  of  Military  Operations. — Quesiion,  Mr.  Herbert  Lewis  (Flint 
fioroaghs);  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Sir  M.  Hicks 
Beach,  Bristol,  W.) 1119 

National   Coal  Supply.— Question,    Mr.   M*Kenna  (Monmouthshire,  S.); 

Answer,  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach 1119 

Income  Tax  Abatements. — Question,  Mr.  Herbert  Lewis ;  Answer,  Sir  M. 

Hicks  Beach 1119 

Chbqpe  Bank  Liquidation.— Question,  Mr.  Bartley  (Islington,  N.^; 
Aflswer,  The  President  of  the  3oard  of  Trade  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  Leeas, 
Central) 1120 

Coronation  Ceremony — Westminster  Abbey. — Question,  Lord  Balcarres 
(Lancashire,  Chorley) ;  Answer,  The  First  Commissioner  of  Works  (Mr. 
Akers  Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's)        1120 

QuKEN  ViCTORU  MEMORIAL. — Question,  Lord  Balcarres ;  Answer,  Mr.  Akers 

Douglas  1120 

Suicide  of  London  Actresses. — Sale  of  Cocaine. — Question,  Mr.  Mac- 
dona  (Southwark,  Rotherhithe) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Akers  Douglas     1121 

Greenwich  Union  Cemetery    Scandal.— Question,  Mr.  Murphy   (Kerry, 

E) ;  Ajiswer,  Mr.  Akers  Douglas     ...         ..  1121 

Cardiff  Higher  Grade  School.— Question,  Mr.  Corrie  Grant  (Warwick- 
shire, Rugby) ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Board  of  Education  (Sir  J. 
Grorst,  Cambridge  University)  1122 

Longton  (Staffordshire)  School  Board  and   Technical  Education. — 

Question,  Mr.  Corrie  Grant;  Answer,  Sir  J.  Grorst  1123 

Sark  and  Guernsey  Telegraphic  Communication  —  Wireless  Tele- 
graphy.— Question,  Mr.  Henniker  Heaton  (Canterbury) ;  Answer,  The 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain,  Wor- 
cestershire, E.)  1123 

West  Indian  Mail  Delays. — Question,  Sir  Charles  Dabrymple  (Ipsvrich); 

Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain 1124 

Butter  Standard  Committee — Irish  Representation. — Question,  Mr. 
William  Redmond;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
Wyndham,  Dover)      1125 

Development  of  South  Kerry  Fisheries. — Question,  Mr.  Boland  (Kerry, 

S.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham 1125 

MuLUNGAR  Union  Accounts.— Question,   Mr.  Kennedy  (Westmeath,  N.) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham         1126 

Attacks  on  Roman  Catholics  at  Belfast.— Question,  Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo, 

E.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham 1127 

Extra  Police  in  County  Sligo.— Questions,  Mr.  O'Dowd,  Mr.  Flynn,  and 

Mr.  Flavin  (Kerry,  N.) ;  Answers,  Mr.  Wyndham  1127 

Ihish  Land  Appeai^.— Question,  Mr.  Flynn;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham        ...  1128 

Fermoy   Urban  Disraict   Council    Meetings.— Question,  Mr.    William 

Abraham  (Cork  County,  N.K) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham 1130 

floRSEWHippiNG    A    BoY   AT    Clonmel— Noonan's    Case. — Question,    Mr. 

Condon  (Tipperary,  E.);  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham f    /awU?S 
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Irish  Board  of  National   Education.— Question,  Mr.  Boland;    Answer, 

Mr.  Wyndham  - 1131 

Outdoor  Relief    in    Wexford. — Question,   Mr.    Ffrench  (Wexford,    S.); 

Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham         1131 

LouGHREA  Maucious  BURNING  Cases. — Question,  Mr.  Duffy  (Galway,  S.) 
and  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  (Louth,  N.) ;  Answers,  The  Attorney  Grenerai  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry^  N.) 1131 

Mr.  Lloyd,  R.M. — Questions,  Mr.  Murphy  and  Mr.  Flavin ;  Answers,  Mr. 

Atkinson  ...   1132 

Cork   and  Fermoy  Railway. — Questions,   Mr.  T.    M.   Healy,   Mr.  John 

Redmond  (Waterford),  and  Mr.  Flynn;  Answers,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  1133 

Irish  Supply.— Question,  Mr.  JQh^  Redmond;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of 

the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.) 1134 

Peer^!.  Pri\ileges.— Question,    Mr.   Swift  MacNeill  ;  Answer,   Mr.   A.   J. 

Balfour 1134 

Municipal  Trading.— -Question,  Mr.  Charles  M*Arthur  (Liverpool,  Exchange) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 1135 

Education— Minute  of  3jid  July..— Question,  Mr.  Channing  (Northampton- 

shire,  E.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  1135 


Pacific  Cable  [Money]. — Committee  to  consider  of  making  provision,  out  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund  and  out  of  moneys  to  be  provided  by  Parliament, 
for  the  construction  and  working  of  a  Pacific  cable  (King's  recommendation 
signified),  to-morrow.— (ifr.  ^i^/en,  CAamZ>er/am.) ..1135 

Queen  Anne's  Bounty  Board.— Report,  with  Minutes  of  Evidence,  from  the 
Joint  Committee,  brought  up  and  read.  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed.     [No.  276.]  1136 

Business  of  Supply.-  Ordered,  That  three  additional  days  be  allotted  to  the 

Business  of  Supply. — {Mr,  A,  J.  Balfour.) 1136 

Business  of  the  House: — 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  {Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  MancJiester,  E.)      ...   1136 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That,  for  the  remainder  of  the 
session,  Government  business  be  not  interrupted  under  the  provisions 
of  any  Standing  Order  regulating  the  sittings  of  the  House,  and  may 
.  be  entered  upon  at  any  hour  though  opposed,  and  that  at  the  con- 
clusion of  Government  business  each  day  Mr.  Speaker  do  adjourn  the 
House  without  Question  put." — {Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.) 

Discussion — 

Mr.  John  Redmond  {Waterford) 1140 

Mr.  Bryce  {Abei'deen,  S.)...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1152 

..  Major  Kasch  {Essex,  Chelrthsfoi^d) ...         1155 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  {Lynn  Regis)  ...         ...         1156 

Mr.  Power  {Waterford,  E.)  1162 

...  Sir  William  Ear  court  {Monmouthshire,  W.)       1164 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell  {Tyrone,  S.) 1165 

Mr.  Asquith{Fifeshire,E.)  1170 

.  Mr., A.  J.  Balfour ,  .     ...    ,     ...1173 
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Mr.  T.  M,  Healy  (Louth,  K)     1179 

3Ir,  Broadhurst  (Leicester)  ...         1184 

Mr,  0' Mara  (Kilkenny,  S,)  1185 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  240 ;  Noes,  172.     (Division  List  No.  346.) 

Ordered,  That,  for  the  remainder  of  the  session,  Government  Business  be 
not  interrupted  under  the  provisions  of  any  Standing  Order  regu- 
lating the  sittings  of  the  House  ;  and  may  be  entered  upon  at  any 
hour  though  opposed,  and  that  at  the  conclusion  of  Oovemment 
business  each  day  Mr.  Speaker  do  adjourn  the  House  without 
Question  put. 

miitia  and  Yeomanry  BilL — Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." 

Discussion  : — 

Sir  Arthur  Hayter  (Walsall)       ..            1189 

Sir  Charles  Dilke  (Gloucestershire,  Forest  of  Dean) 1191 

Mr,  Charles  Hobhouse  (Bristol,  E.) 1193 

Ccl.  Blundell  (Lancashire,  I  nee)        1194 

Mr.  Lambert  (Devonshire,  South  Molton)            1194 

Sir  Elliot  Lees  (Birkenhead) 1195 

Mr.   O'Mara  (Kilkenny,  S.)            1201 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty  Members  were  not  present. 
House  counted,  and  forty  Members  being  found  present — 

Mr.  O'Mara         1201 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford)  1204 

Mr.  Courlenay  Warner  (Staffordshire,  Lichfield)         1207 

Mr.   Younger  (Lincolnshire,  Stamford) 1208 

Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell,  (Longford,  N.) 1209 

Col.  Legge(St.  George^ s  Hanover  Square) 1212 

Mr.    Tompkinson   (Cheshire,  Creioe)  1212 

General  Laurie  (Pembroke  and  Haverfordwest) 1213 

Mr.   Tully  (Leitrim,  S.)         1214 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— -Ayes,  222;  Noes,  59.     (Division  List  No.  347.) 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  to-morrow. 

Alkali,  (BtC,  Works  Regulation  Bill  rLordsl— Order  read,  for  resuming 
adjourned  debate  on  Question  [8th  July],  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." 

Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  Caldwell  (Lanarkshire,  Mid.) 1219 

The  President  of  the  Local    Government  Board  (Mr.  Walter  Long, 

Bristol,  S.) 1223 

Mr.  O'Mara  (Kilkenny,  S.) 1229 

Aiii6ndmdfit  proptfeed— * 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now,"  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to 
a4d  th^  Y^ords.;upon  jthis  day  .three.  Rionths.' " — (Mr,  O'Mara.)        .  .  j 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  *  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

,Sir  John  Brunner  {Cheshire,  Northwich)  1229 


Mr,  John  Burns  (Battersea) 1230 

Mr.  Alexander  Cross  {Glasgow,  Gandachie)       1232 

Mr,  Field  {Dublin,  St,  Patrick)         1233 

Mr.  Caldwell 1233 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  to-morrow. 

Larceny  Bill. — As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Committee),  considered. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time," 
put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  1234 

National  Gallery  (Purchase  of  Adjacent  Land)   [Expenses], — Con- 
sidered in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Stuart  Wortley  (Sheffield,  Hallam)  in  the  Chair.] 

Question  again  proposed,  *'  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  payment, 
out  of  moneys  to  be  provided  by  Parliament,  of  all  expenses  incurred 
by  the  Commissioners  of  Works  under  any  Act  of  the  present  session 
for  the  acquisition  of  certain  land  near  tne  National  Grallery  in  Lon- 
don, and  for  other  purposes  connected  therewith." — {Mr,  Akers 
Douglas.) 

Mr,  J,  P,  Farrell  {Longfcn-d,  N.)            1234 

Mr,  T.  M,  HeaJy  {Louth,  N,)       1234 

The    First    Commissioner    of  TForks    {Mr.   Akers  Douglas,  Kent,   Si, 

Augustitie's)      1235 

Mr.  Field  {Dublin,  St,  Patrick) 1235 

Lord  Balcarres  {Lancashire,  Chorley)       ...          1 236 

Mr.  Flynn  {Cork,  N.)       1236 

Mr.  John  Bums ...  1237 

Mr,T,M.Healy 1239 

Mr.  O'Mara          1240 

Mr.Tully 1241 

Mr,  John  Redmond  {Waterford) ...  1242 

Mr,  J,  P,  Farrell 1244 

Mr,T.M,Healy 1245 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  170 ;  Noes,  6.     (Division  List  No.  348.) 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  payment,  out  of  moneys 
to  be  provided  by  Parliament,  of  all  Expenses  incurred  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  Works  imder  any  Act  of  the  present  session  for  the 
acquisition  pf  certain  land,  near  the  National  Gallery  in  London,  and 
for  other  purposes  connected  therewith. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  to-morrow  1247 

Jurisdiction  (Ireland)  Bill.— Order  for  Second  Reading  read, 
scharged.     Bill  withdrawn ...         ...  1247 
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Trout  Fishing  Animal  Close  Time  (Scotland)  Bill.— Order  for  Second 

Beading  read,  and  discharged.     Bill  withdrawn     1247 

Burial  Grounds  (Scotland)  Bill.— Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and  dis- 
charged.   Bill  withdrawn      1247 

Dmnkards  Bill  [Lords]. — Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and  discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn  1247 

In  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  House  of  this  day,   Mr.   Speaker 
adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put. 

Adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  before  Two  of  the  clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS:  TUESDAY,  23rd  JULY,  1901. 

Sat  First. — The  Lord  Xorthington  (L.  Henley)  sat  first  in  Parliament  after 

the  death  of  his  father  1249 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate  from  the  Examiners  that  the 
Standing  Oiders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  had  been  complied  with — 
Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7).  The  same  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  Table  1249 

Bhyl  ImprOTement  Bill. — The  King's  consent  signified ;  and  Bill  reported 

from  the  Select  Committee,  with  Amendments       1249 

Hetropolitan  Electric    Supply   Bill;  Shireoaks,  Laughton,  and   Maltby 

Railway  Bill. — Reported  with  Amendments  1249 

Local  Government  Provisional  Order  ^No.  11)  Bill— Reported  from  the 
Select  Committee  without  amendments,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  Thursday  next 1249 

Hunber  Commercial  Railway  and  Dock  Bill ;  Bradford  Corporation  Bill.— 
Read  3^,  with  the  Amendments ;  further  Amendments  made  ;  Bills  passed, 
and  returned  to  the  Commons  1249 

London,  Tilbnrv,  and  Southend  Railway  Bill;  Paisley  Police  and 
Public  Health  Bill. — Read  3^,  with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Commons      1249 

laOChLeven  Water    Power  Bill.— Brought  from  the  Commons;  read  1«; 

and  referred  to  the  Examiners  1249 

Olastfrow  Corporation  (Police)  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bill 

[h.l.]  ;  Water  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Water  Orders 
Vyonfirmation  (No.  2)  Bill  [H.L.].-7-Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to  1250 

8t  Bartholomew's  Hospital  Bill  [h.l.].— Returned  from  the  Commons 
agreed  to,  with  an  Ainendment ;  the  said  Amendment  considered,  and 
agreed  to ,..  1250 
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Bournemouth  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.1.  ;  Chester  Corporation  Tramways 
Bill.[H.L.] ;  Manchester  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Wigan  Corporation  Tram- 
ways, etc.,  Bill  [h.l.]. — Returned  from  the  Commons,  agreed  to,  with 
Amendments 1250 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  9)  Bill ;  Tomngton  and 
Okehampton  Railway  Bill. — Returned  from  the  Commons,  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to  1250 

Olasffow  Corporation  (Tramways  and  OeDeral)  Order  Confirmation 
Bill  [h.l.]. — Bill  read  3«  (according  to  Order). 

The  Secretary  for  ScotlaTid  {Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1250 

Tlie  Chairman  of  Committee  {The  Earl  of  Motley) 1251 

The  Earl  of  Camperdown         1 252 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Bill  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Order  (Port)  Bill ;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (Housing  of  Working  Classes)  (No.  2)  Bill ;  Belfast 
and  Northern  Counties'  Railway^  Bill ;  Derby  Corporation  Bill. — Report 
from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  the  Lord  Ludlow  be  proposed  to 
the  House  as  a  member  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bills  in  the 
place  of  Earl  Waldegrave  ;  read,  and  agreed  to      1252 

London  United  Tramways  Bill;  Stratford-upon-Avon,  Towcester,  and 
Midland  Junction,  East  and  West  Junction,  and  Evesham,  Redditch,  and 
Stratford-upon-Avon  Junction  Railway  Companies  Bill. — Report  from  the 
Committee. of  Selection,  That  the  Lord  WrottesJey  be  proposed  to  the 
House  as  a  member  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bills  in  the  place 
of  Lord  Tredegar ;  read,  and  agreed  to        1253 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 

London  Underground  Railways. — Report  from  the  Joint  Committee  (with 
the  proceedings  of  the  Committee)  made,  and  to  be  printed ;  Minutes  of 
evidence,  together  with  appendices,  laid  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
delivered  oiit.     (No.  177.) 1253 

Education   (Scotland). — General  Report  from  the  Chief  Inspector  of  the 

Western  Division  of  Scotland,  for  the  year  1 900 1 253 

National  Education  (Ireland). — Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioners,  for 

the  year  1900 1253 

Judicial  Statistics  (England  and  Wales),  1899.— Part  IL  Ci\il  Judicial 
Statistics :  Statistics  relating  to  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy 
Council,  the  House  of  Lords,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature,  County 
Courts,  and  other  Civil  Courts ;  edited  by  John  Macdonell,  Esq.,  C.B., 
LL.D 1253 

Prisons  (Ireland). — Twenty-third  Report  of  the  General  Prisons  Board 
(Ireland),  1900-1901  ;  presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table 1253 

Lunacy. — ^Return  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  the  number  of  visits  made  and  the 
number  of  patients  seen  by  the  several  Commissioners  in  Lunacy  during 
the  six  months  ending  on. the  30th  June,  1901       ^    .^        ...1254 
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PXNAL  Servitude  Acts,  1853  to  1891  (Conditional  Licence).— Licence 
to  be  at  large  granted  to  Arthur  Sturrock,  to  which  are  annexed  condi- 
tions other  than  those  contained  in  Schedule  A  of  the  Penal  Servitude 
Act,  1867.  Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  Table 1254 

PETITIONS. 

Temperance. — Petition   for    legislation   to   promote,  of  inhabitants  of  the 

Diocese  of  Carlisle ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  1254 

Royal  Declaration  Bill  [h.l.]. — Petition  against,  of  the  Scottish  Women's 

Protestant  Union ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table...  1254 


Day  Industrial  Schools  (Ireland)  Bill  [h.l1.— Reported  from  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  without  amendment,  and  to  be  read  3^  on  Thursday  next  1254 

Finance  Bill — [Second  Reading.] — Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

Moyed,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2«. 

LardWtlby  1254 

The  Prime  Minister  cmd  Lord  Privy  Seal  {The  Marquess  of  SaMshwry)    ...  1260 
Earl  Spencer         1263 

On  Question,  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2^  accordingly  :  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3«  on  Thursday  next. 

Royal  Declaration  Bill  [h.l.].-~[Second  Reading.] — Order  of  the  Day 
for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

The  Marquess  of  Sali^ry 1264 

Moved,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2«. — {The  Marquess  of  Salisbury,) 

Lord  Kinnaird 1268 

Amendment  moved  — 

"  To  leave  out  *  now,'  and  add  at  the  end  of  the  motion  *  this  day 
three  months.' " — {The  Lord  Kinnaird,) 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  Winchester 1271 

Viscount  Liandaff         1275 

Vis^umnt  Halifax          1277 

The  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  . .        . .        . v        1 283 

The'Earl  of  Rosebery 1284 

LordHerries         1286 

Lord  Tweedmouth          1289 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  Salisbury  . .        . . ••1291 

Lord  Braye          ..  1293 

The  Marquess  of  Salisbury ..  1293 

On  Question,  whether  "  now  "  shall  stand  part  of  the  motion,  their  Lord- 
ships divided.    Contents,  96 ;  Not-contents,  6. 

Bin  read  2^  accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Tuesday  next. 

Traivlen  Certificate  Snspension  Bill  [h.l].— Read  3«  (according  to 
order),  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons  1295 
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House  of  Lords  Offices. — First  Report  from  the  Select  Committee  con- 
sidered (according  to  order),  and  agreed  to 1295 

Larceny  Bill. — Brought  from   the   Commons,  read  1";  and  to  be  printed. 

(No.  178.)         1295 

Commonwealth  of  Australia— Salary  of  the  GIovernor  General. — 
Question,  Earl  Camngton  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  (The  Earl  of  Onslow)  ...         .'. 1295 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  before  Eight  of  the  clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  TUESDAY,  23rd  JULY,   1901. 

PRIVATE    BILL    BUSINESS, 

Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway  Bill  [Lords.]  (By  Order).— Order 
for  consideration,  as  amended,  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  **  That  the  Bill  be  now  considered," 

Mr,  T.  M.  Healy,  Lotdh,  N,        

Amendment  proposed-^ 

"  To  leave  out  from  the  word  *  That '  to  end  of  the  Question,  and  add 
the  words,  *  this  House  is  not  prepared  to  consider  any  Bill  relating 
to  the  Great  Southern  and  Western  Company's  system  until  that 
company  has  given  effect  to  the  parliamentary  undertakings  for 
which  it  is  responsible  respecting  the  construction  of  the  Cork  and 
Fermoy  line  under  the  Acts  of  1898  and  1899.'"— (if r.  T.  M. 
Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to   be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Question." 

Sir  U.  Kay-Shuttlevxrrth  (Lancashire^  Clitheroe) 

The  First  L/rd  of  the  Treasury  {Mr,  A,  J,  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.) 

Mr.  Flynn  {Cork,  N,)       

Mr,  John  Redmond  {JFaterford) 

Mr,  Gilhooly  (Cork  co,,  W,)  

Mr.  Barry  (Cork  co.,  S,) 

Mr.  Field  (Dublin,  St,  Patrick) 

Mr,  Sheehan  (Corkco.,  Mid)         

Mr,  Ijundon  (Limerick,  E,) 

Mr,  T,  M,  Healy 

Mr,  David  M*Iver  (Liverpool,  Kirkdale) 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  Murphy  (Kerry,  E,) 

Mr,  T,M,  Healy  ...     "...         ...  '      

Question  put,  and  agreed  to.  • 

Bill  considered. 

Mr,  Mwrphy         

Amendment  projiosed  to  be  jnade  to  the  Bill,  by  leaving  out  Clause  34. 
..   (Mr,.  Mwrphy^) 
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Question  proposed,  "That  Clause  34  stand  part  of  the  BiU." 

Mr,  Gmdding  {Wiltshire,  Dtvizes)  ...         1314 

Mr.  Field  1314 

Mr.  Condon  (Tipperary.E.)         1314 

Sir  John  Colomb  (Greai  Yarmouth)  1315 

Mr.  T,  (TDanneU  (Kerry,  fF.) 1315 

Mr.  OuUinan  {Tipperary,  S.)       1316 

Mr.  Mtbrphy 1317 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Bin  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

Private  Bills  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired 
INTO  complied  with).— Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from 
one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of 
following  Bill,  originating  in  the  Liords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading 
thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied  with,  namely : — Watford  and  Dis- 
trict Tramways  Bill  [Lords].  Ordered,  That  the  ^ill  be  read  a  second 
time      1317 

Blackpool  Improvement  Bill ;  Burton-upon-Trent  Corporation  Bill ;  Lan- 
cashire ana  Yorkshire  Railway  (Dearne  Valley  Junction  Railways)  Bill ; 
Metropolitan  Railway  Bill ;  Metropolitan  Water  Companies  (Amendment 
of  Acts)  Bill. — Lords'  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to     1317 

Bolton  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 

Amendments ...  1317 

Dover  Gas  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  without  amendment  1318 

Albion   Steam    Coal    Company.  Bill    [Lords];     Stockport    Corporation 

Water  Bill  [Lords]. — As  amended,  considered;   to  be  read  the  third  time  1318 

Loch  Leven  Water  Power  Bill  :— 

Ordered,  That  in  the  case  of  the  Loch  Leven  Water  Power  Bill,  Standing 
Orders  84,  214,  and  239  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now 
taken  into  consideration  proAdded  amended  prints  shall  have  been 
previously  deposited. — (Mr.  Caldwell.) 

Bill  accordingly,  considered,  as  amended. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223  and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. — {Mr.  Caldtoell!) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed 1318 

Edinburgh  Corporation  Order  Confirmation  Bill :  Stirling  Corporation 
Older  Confirmation  Bill ;  Clydebank  Burgh  Tramways  Order  Confirma- 
tion Bill  [Lords];  Edinburgh  and  District  Water  Order  Confirmation 
Bill  [LordsJ. — Under  Section  7,  Sub-section  2,  of  the  Private  Legislation 
Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899.  Considered*;  to  be  read  the  third  time 
to-morrow        ..  1318 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Tramways  Orders 
Oon&mation  (No.  3)  Bill  [Lords];  Tramways  Orders  Confirmation 
(No.  4)  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  a  second  time,  apd  committed  1318 
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Kilmarnock  Corporation  Order  Confirmation.— Bill  to  confirm  a  Pro- 
visional Order  under  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act, 
1899,  relating  to  Kilmarnock  Corporation  (to  be  proceeded  with  under 
Section  7  of  the  Act),  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  the  Lord  Advocate 
and  Mr.  Solicitor  Oeneral  for  Scotland. 

Kilmarnock  Oorporation  Order  Oonfirmation  Bill.— "To  confirm  a 
Provisional  Oraer  under  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act, 
1899,  relating  to  Kilmarnock  Corporation,"  presented  accordingly ;  and, 
under  62  and  63  Vic,  c.  47,  s.  7  (2),  ordered  to  be  considered  upon 
Thursday         1318 

Bipon  Oorporation  Bill  [Lords] ;  Salford  Corporation  Bill  [Lords], — 
Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed 1319 

Bridewell  Hospital  Bill  [Lords]. — Reported,  without  amendment;  Report 

to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  1319 

Bethlem  Hospital  Bill  [Lords]. — Reported,  with  an  Amendment ;  Report  to 

lie  upon  tne  Table,  and  to  be  printed  1319 

Dover  Oorporation  Bill  [Lords]. — Reported,  with  Amendments;   Report 

to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed      1319 

Message  from  the  Lords  : — 

That  they  have  agreed  to: — Local  Grovemment  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  4)  Bill,  Dundee  Corporation  Order  Confirmation  Bill, 
Invergarry  and  Fort  Augustus  Railway  Order  Confirmation  Bill, 
Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  Wexford  Railway  (New  Ross  and  Waterford 
Extension)  Bill  without  amendment. 

That  they  have  agreed  to : — Wells  Corporation  Water  Bill,  Stalybridge, 
Hyde,  Mossley,  and  Dukinfield  Tramways  and  Electricity  Board  Bill, 
with  Amendments. 

They  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled,  **  An  Act  to  confirm  a  Provisional 
Order  under  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899, 
relating  to  Kirkcaldy  and  Dysart  Water."  [Barkcaldy  and  Dysart 
Water  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords.]         1319 

PETITIONS. 

Agricultural  Rates  Act  (1896),  etc..  Continuance  Bill. — Petition  from 

Kilmarnock,  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1 320 

Alkali,  etc..  Works  Regulation  Bill. — Petition  from  Manchester,  in  favour ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...         1320 

Burgh,  Police,  and  Pubuc  Health  (Scotland)  Bill. — Petition  fromRenfrew, 

against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        1320 

Church  Discipline. — Petitions  for  alteration  of  law,  from  Tipton,  and  West 

Ham ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ••.  1320 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill, — Petition  from  Oxford,  against ;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table 1320 

Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  Amendment  Bill. — Petition  from  Renfrew, 

against ;  to  lie  on  the  Table 1320 
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Prevention  of  Corruption  (No.  2)  Bill. — Petition  from  Birmingham,  in 

favour;  to  lie  on  the  Table 1320 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children  Bill. — Petitions  in  favour, 
from  Edmonton ;  Shire ;  Bromley-by-Bow  ;  Hudderafield ;  East  DulMdch  ; 
Wigton;  Alfreton;and  Malvern;  to  lie  on  the  Table     1320 

Sovereign's    Oath   on    Accession    Bill.— Petition    from  South  Molton, 

against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1320 

Vaccination  Prosecutions  Bill.— Petitions  from  St.  Giles,  Camberwell,  in 

favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...  1320 

RETURNS,    REPORTS,   ETC. 

JuDicuL  Statistics  (England  and  Wales).— Copy  presented,  of  Judicial 
Statistics  for  England  and  Wales,  1899,  Part  II.  (CivilJudicial  Statistics), 
edited  by  John  Macdonell,  esquire,  C.B.,  LL.D.,  Master  of  the  Supreme 
Court  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1320 

Education  (Scotland)  (General  Reports). — Copy  presented,  of  General 
Report  by  the  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Western  Division  of  Scotland  for  the 
year  1900  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1321 

Penal  Servitude  Acts  (Conditional  Licence). — Copy  presented,  of  a 
Licence  to  be  at  large  granted  to  Arthur  Sturrock,  to  which  are  annexed 
conditions  other  than  those  contained  in  Schedule  A  of  the  Penal  Servitude 
Act,  1867  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1321 

Prisons  (Ireland). — Copy  presented,  of  Twenty-third  Keport  of  the  General 
Prisons  Board  (Ireland),  for  1900-1901,  with  an  Appendix  [by  Com- 
mand];  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1321 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Departments  (Supplementary  Estimates, 
1901-2). — Estimate  presented,  of  the  further  sums  required  to  be  voted 
for  the  Service  of  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1902  [by  Command] ; 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Supply,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  277]      ...  1321 
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Channing  (Northamptonshire,  K),  Mr.  Whitley  HSalifax),  Mr.  Asauith 
(Pifeshire,  E.),  Mr.  Bryce  (Aberdeen,  S.),  and  Sir  Henry  Fowler  (Wolver- 
hampton, K);  Answers,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 1349 

NEW  BILLS. 

London  Water. — Bill  to  vest  the  undertakings  of  the  Ix)ndon  Water  Com- 
panies in  a  single  public  authority ;  and  for  other  purposes,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Sir  John  Blundell  Maple,  Mr.  Cust,  Mr.  Kimber,  and  Mr. 
Arthur  Morton. 

London  Water  BilL — "  To  vest  the  undertakings  of  the  London  Water  Com- 
panies in  a  single  public  authority ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  presented, 
and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Tuesday,  6th 
August,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  271.]        1351 

Bifle  Bangbs. — Bill  to  promote  the  acquisition  of  Rifle  Banges,  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Charles  Allen,  Mr.  Rea,  Sir  John  Dorington,  Lord 
Edmond  Fitzmaurice,  and  Sir  John  Brunner. 

Bifle  Ranges  Bill. — "  To  promote  the  acquisition  of  Rifle  Ranges,"  presented, 
and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Thursday,  and  to 
be  printed.     [Bill  272]  1352 

Local  (Government  (Ireland)  : — 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.W  yndhanit  Dover)        ..        ..   1352 
Mr.  John  Redmond  (Waterford) 1353 

Bill  to  amend  sections  fifty-four,  fifty-six,  fifty-seven,  and  seventy-one  of 
the  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act,  1898,  and  to  make  provision 
with  respect  to  the  making  of  rates  in  certain  urban  districts  in  Ire- 
land, ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Wyndham  and  Mr.  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland. 

Local  Oovemment  (Ireland)  Bill.— ''To  amend  sections  fifty-four,  fifty- 
six,  fifty  seven,  and  seventy-one  of  the  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act, 
1898,  and  to  make  provision  with  respect  to  the  making  of  rates 'in  certain 
urban  districts  in  Ireland,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read 
a  second  time  upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  273.J 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill.— Considered  in  Committee. 

[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  1 : — 

Amendment  again  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  5,  to  leave  out  sub-clause  {l)."—(Afr.  Channing,) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  the  words  *.  Where  a  school  board ' 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Discussion — 

Ser  W,  Hart  Dyke  (Rnt,  Dartford)        1354 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  {Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)      ...  1358 

Mr,  Biyce  {Aberdeen,  S.) 1364 

Mr,  Mather  {Lancashire,  Bossendale)       1367 
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Mr.  Asqudih  {Fifeshire,  E.)         1374 

Sir  Bkhard  Jehb  (Cambridge  Universittf)  1377 

Mr.  Llotfd-Gearge  {Carnarvon  Boroughs) 1378 

Mr.  Lambert  {Devonshire,  South  MoUan) 1381 

Mr.  S?iarpe  {Kensington,  N.)        1384 

Mr.  Osmond  JViUiams  {MerioneihsMre)    ...  '     1386 

Mr.  fFhUleyiHaUfax)     1387 

Mr.  Henry  Hobhouse  {Somersetshire,  E.) 1389 

Mr.  Fuller  {WiUshire,  fVesthury)  1392 

Mr.  fFinstonChurchiU  {Oldham) 1393 

Mr.  Laws(m  Walton  {Leeds^  S.) 1396 

Mr.  Wallace  {Perth)         1398 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  239 ;  Noes,  159.  Division  list  No.  349.) 

Mr.  Chawning  {Noriham;ptonskire,  E.) 1403 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  5,  after  the  word  '  board,'  to  insert  the  words  '  is 
at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  this  Act  maintaining  or  has  in  order  to 
meet  the  educational  wants  of  the  district  taken  steps  to  provide  or 
extend  or.'" — {Mr.  Changing.) 

Question  proposed,  '<  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

The  Fice-President  of  the  Board  of  Education  {Sir  J.  Gorst,  Cambridge 

University) 

Mr.  Yoxall  {Nottingham^shire,  W.) 
Mr.  Ernest  Gray  {West  Ham^  N.) 
Dr.  Macnamara  {Cambertoell  N.)... 
Mr.  Alfred  Button  {Yorkshire,  Morley) 
Mr.  George  White  {Norfolk,  N.W.) 

Question  put. 

The    Committee    divided: — ^Ayes,    165; 
No.  350.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  6,  to  leave  out  *  thirty-first  day  of  July,'  and 
insert  *  first  day  of  August.'  "—{Mr.  George  White.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Bin." 

Sir  J.  Gorst         1417 

Amendment  by  leave  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  6,  to  leave  out  *  Jiriy,*  and  insert  *  December.'" — 

{Mr.  Herbert  BobtrU.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  July '  stand  part  of  the  Bill" 

Sir  J.  Gorst  1418 

Question  put. 

The    Committee    divided: — ^Ayes,   213;    Noes,    130.       (Division   List 
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Amendment  proposed— ^ 

"  In  page  1,  line  7,  after  *  maintained/  insert  *  according  to  the 
regulations  of  the  Board  of  Education  in  force  at  the  time  the  school 
board  began  to  provide  the  school  or  class." — {Mr,  Ycxall,) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those- words  be  there  inserted." 

'    Mr.Yomll'      ..;         ..;         1420 

SirJ.Gorst'         U21 

Mr.  fferbert  Merts  {Denbighshire,  fF.) 1421 

Mr.AsquMK\      ..!         ,  .      1421 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr,  Alfred  Huttm  1422 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  lines.?  and 8,  to  leave  out  'school  fund/  and  insert 
'local  VBX&:^—{Mr,  Alfred  HuUon.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  *  school  fund '  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

SirJ.Qorst  1423 

Mr,  Ernest  Gray 1424 

Mr.Bcmsfield        1424 

Sir  William  Anson  {Oxford  University) 1425 

Mr,Bryce  1425 

..    Mr,  A,  J,  Balfour 1426 

Question  put. 

The    Committee    divided : — Ayes,   185;    Noes,     112.     (Division    List 
•No.  •352.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That  the  Chairman  do  report  Pro- 
gress ;  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again  " — {Mr,  A,  J,  Balfour) — put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  to-morrow. 

Justices'  Jurisdiction  (London)  Bill  [Lords]. — Order  for  Second  Reading 

read,  and  discharged.     Bill  withdrawn        1427 

Prevention    of   Corruption   (No.    2)  Bill  [Lords].— Order  for  Second 

Reading  read,  and  discharged.     Bill  withdrawn 1428 

In  pursuance  of-4;he  Order  of  the  House  of  the  22nd  day  of  this  instant 
July,  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put. 

Adjourned  accordingly  at  ten  minutes  after  One  of  the  clock. 
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Belfast  Harbour  Bill  [Lords]  (By  Order).— Order  for  the  Third  Reading 
read.      King's  Consent  signified. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 
time. " 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  82  ;  Noes,  58.  (Division  List  No.  353.)        ...  1*39 

Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter's  Water  and  Improvement  Bill  [Lords! ; 
Central  iiondon  Eailway  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords]. — As  amended,  considered ; 
to  be  read  the  third  time 1*^1 

Dover  Harbonr  Bill  [Lords j. — ^As  amended,   considered;  to  be  read  the 

third  time        1*31 

City    and  Brixton  Railway  Bill    [Lords].— Read  a    second  time,    and 

committed       ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         •••  1*31 

Edinburgh  Corporation  Order  Confirmation  Bill ;  Stirling  Corporation 
Order  Confirmation  Bill  [Under  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure 
(Scotland)  Ac^  1899].— Read  the  third  time,  and  passed 1*31 

Clydebank  Bnrgh  Tramways  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords]; 
Edinburgh  and  District  Water  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords] 
[Under  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899]. — Read 
the  third  time,  and  passed,  without  amendment 1*31 
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Grougar:  Jedforest;  Dalrymple ;  Forres;  Monkton;  Dumbartonshire; 
Arran;  Bute;  5readftl\)ane ; . Avondale ;  Lauderdale;  Berwickshire;  and 
Central  Banfl^shire  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1431 

Education   (Continuation    Schools)  Bill. — Petition  from  Dewsbury,  in 

favour  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1431 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill.— Petition  from  Worcester,  against;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table 1431 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children  Bill.— Petitions  in  favour, 
from  Hindley ;  Accrington ;  Hampstead  ;  Malvern  Link  ;  and  Liss ;  to  lie 
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Education  (England  and  Wales)   (Endowed  Schools  Acts). — Return 

[printed  19th  July]  to  be  presented.     [No.  280.] 1432 

Africa  (No.  7,  1900).— Copy  presented,  of  Report  by  His  Majesty's  Special 
Commissioner  on  the  Protectorate  of  Uganda,  with  Map  [by  Command]  ; 
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Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Ireland)  Bill— Order  [this  day]  for 
resuming  Adjourned  Debate  on  Second  Reading  read,  and  discharged. 
Bill  withdrawn  1432 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill— Considered  in  Committee. 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  1 : — 

Mr.  Yozall  (NoUmghamhire,  fF.)  1432 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  line  8,  after  the  word  *  class/  to  insert  the  words  '  or 
any  higher  elementary  school  or  class  according  to  the  Higher  Elemen- 
tary School  Minute,  1900.'"— (^r.  Yoxall) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

The  Fice-President  of  the  Board  of  Education  {Sir  J.  Oorst,  Cambridge 

University) 1433 

Dr.  Macnatiiara  (Carnherwelly  N.) 1433 

Mr.  Carrie  Chani  {Warwickshirey  Rughy)  1434 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  93 ;  Noes,  110.    (Division  List  No.  354.) 

Mr.Yoxa:il  1435 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  8,  after  the  first  word  *  the '  to  insert  the  words 

*  provision  or.'  ''—{Mr.  Yoxall.) 

Question  put,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  104  ;  Noes,  143.    (Division  List  No.  355.) 

Mr.  Herbert  IMerts  {Denbighshire^  fF.) 1439 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  9,  to  leave  out  the  word  'is,'  and  insert  the  words 

*  has  been  declared  by  the 'Board  of  Education  to  be.'" — {Mr.  Herbert 
Roberts.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  *  is '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

SirJ.Gorst  1440 

Mr.  Alfred  Hutton  {Yorkshire,  fF.Ry  Morky) 1441 

Mr.  Bryce  {Aberdeen,  S.)  1441 

Mr.  Lambert  {Devonshire,  South  Molton) ...  1443 

Mr.  George  White  {Norfolk,  N.W.)         1443 

Dr.  Macnamara 1444 

Mr.  Norval  W.  Helms  {La/ncashire,  Lancaster) 1445 

Sir  William  Harcourt  {Monmouthshire,  W.)         ...         1445 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  {Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Mam^ehester,  E.)     ...  1446 

Mr.  Corrie  Grant 1447 

Sir  WiUiam  Ansm  {Oxford  University) 1449 

Mr.  Wallace  {Perth)        1461 

Mr,  Taylor  {Lancashire,  Raddiffe)  1451 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  185  ;  Noes,  138.  (Division  List  No.  356.) 

Mr.  Henry  Hobhouse  {Somersetshire,  E.) ^    ^a;wi^  •••  ^^^ 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  9,  after  the  word  *  applicable,'  to  insert  the  words 
*the  technical  instruction  committee  of.' " — (Mr,  Henry  Hdbhouse,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

SirJ.Gorst  1458 

Sir  Albert  RdlU  {hlingUm,  S.) 1459 

Mr,  Lambert         146S 

Mr,  Broadhurst  {Leicester)  1464 

Mr.Bryce  1465 

Dr.  Maciumwra 1466 

Mr.  Ernest  Gray  (West  Ham,  N,)  1467 

Mr.  Norval  W.  Helme     1467 

The  Solicitor  General  {Sir  Edward  Carson,  Dublin  University)   ...  ..  1468 

Mr.  Corrie  Grant 1468 

Qaestion  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  94  ;  Noes,  293.     (Division  List  No.  357.) 

Mr,  Lloyd-George  {Carnarvon  Boroughs) 1473 

Amendment  proposed — 

'*  Li  page  1,  line  9,  after  the  word  '  applicable,'  to  insert  the  words 
*in  England.'  ''—{Mr.  Lloyd-George.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  1475 

"  '  1476 

1477 

1477 

1478 

1478 


Mr,  Herbert  Lewis  {Flint  Boroughs) 
Mr.  Bousfidd  {Hadcney,  N.) 

Mr,  Herbert  Roberts         

Mr.  Ellis  Griffith  {Anglesey) 

Mr.  Bryce 


Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  157 ;  Noes,  241.  (Division  List  No.  358.) 

Mr.  Duncan  {Y(»rkshire,  W,R,,  aiey) 1483 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  9,  to  leave  out  all  the  words  after  the  word 
'  applicable,'  to  the  end  of  the  sub-clause,  and  insert  the  words,  '  The 
bchool  board  may  carry  on  for  the  period  of  one  year  from  that  day  the 
work  of  such  school  or  class,  and  may  apply  to  the  maintenance  of  such 
school  or  class  such  sum  out  of  the  school  fund  as  may  be  necessary,  . 
unless  objection  to  such  expenditure  be  made  within  thirty  days  of  the 
passing  of  this  Act  by  the  council  of  the  county  or  county  borough,  or 
any  other  local  authority  under  the  Technical  Instruction  Acts,  1889 
and  1891,  within  whose  area  the  school  or  class  is  held.'" — {Mr,Duncan,) 

Question  proposed,  *That  the  words  *  the  council  of  the  county  or  county 
borough '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

SirJ.Gorst  1484 

Dr.  Macnamara 1486 

Mr. , Herbert  Lewis       1486 

Mr.  Bousfield 1487 

Sir  William  Harcourt  1488 

Mr.  Mather  {Lancashire,  Rossendale)        1490 
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Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour         1491 

Mr.  Boyce 1492 

Mr,  Channing  {Northamptonshire^  E.)         1492 

Mr,  Uoyd-George 1493 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  261 ;  Noes,  164.     (Division  List  No.  359.) 

Mr,  Corrie  Grant 1497 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  line  10,  after  the  word  *  borough,'  to  insert  the  words 
•'or  urban  district  having  a  population  at  the  Census  of  1891 
■  exceeding  twenty  thousand.-*^" — (Mr.  Corrie  Grant,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr,  A.  J,  Balfour         1499 

Col.  Ndan  (Galway,  N,)         1499 

Mr,  Flavin  (Kerry,  N,)  1499 

Mr,  A,  J.  Balfour         ..         1500 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr,  Charles  Morley  (Brecknock) 1500 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  line  10,  after  the  word  *held,'  to  insert  the  words, 
'  acting  through  a  committee  composed  in  equal  proportions  of  members 
of  the  council  and  members  of  the  school  board  or  school  boards  within 
the  district.' " — (Mr.  Charles  Morley.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

SirJ.Gorst  ., 1501 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr,  Bryct  1502 

Mr.  Corrie  Grant 1502 

Mr, .Channing       1502 

Mr.  Herbert  Roberts        1503 

Mr,  Ernest  Gray 1503 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  10,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  held '  to  the  word 
"may 'in  line  13." 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Sir  John  Gorst      1504 

Mr.  Courtenay  Warner  (Staffordshire,  Lichfield) 1 504 

Mr.  Corrie  Gi'ant 1504 

Mr.  Tjabouchere  (Northampton) 1505 

Mr.  Ernest  Gray 1506 

Amendment,  by  leavej  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Corrie  Grami 1505 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  lines  10  and  11,  to  leave  out  the  words  'with  the 
sanction  of  the  Board  of  Education.' " — (Mr.  Corrie  Grant.) 
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Noes,    137.      (Division  List 


Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

SirJ.Gorst  1506 

Mr.  fFhUley  (Halifaz)     1507 

Dr.  Macnamara 1507 

SirJ.Gorst  1507 

Mr.  Lloyd-George 1508 

Mr,  Chmning       1508 

SirJ.Gorst  1509 

.       Mr.  Lough  {Islington^  W.)  ...         1509 

Mr.  Ernest  Gray 1510 

Mr.  Bryce  1512 

Question  put. 

The    Committee    divided  : — Ayes,   207  ; 
No.  360.) 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  rose  in  his  place  and  claimed  to  move,  "That  the 
Question  *  That  the  clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill '  be  now  put." 

Question   put,  "  That  the   Question  *  That  the  clause  stand  part  of  the 
Bill '  be  now  put." 

The    Committee    divided : — Ayes,    205 ;    Noes,     134.     (Division    List 
No.  361.) 

Question  put  accordingly,  "  That  Clause  1  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

The    Committee    divided: — Ayes,    203;    Noes,    130.      (Division    List 
No.  362.) 

Clause  2  :— 

Mr.  Yoxall  1521 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In   page  1,  line   23,  to  leave  out  the   word   'Education,'  and 
insert  the  words  'Higher  Grade  Schools  Temporary.'" — {Mr.  Yoxall.) 

Question  put,  "  That  the  word  *  education  '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

The    Committee    divided: — Ayes,    194;    Noes,    118.      (Division    List 
No.  363.) 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  rose  in  his  place  and  claimed  to  move,   "  That  the 
Question  *  That  Clause  2  stand  part  of  the  Bill '  be  now  put." 

Sir  William  Harcourt      1525 

Mr.  Caldwell  {Lanarkshire^  Mid) 1527 

Question  put,  "That  the  Question  *  That  Clause  2  stand  part  of  the  Bill ' 
be  now  put." 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,    186;  Noes,  109.     (Division  List  No. 
364.) 

Question  put  accordingly,  "  That  Clause  2  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,  183;   Noes,  107.     (Division  List  No. 
365.) 

Mr.  Caldwell        1533 

The  Lord  Advocaie  {Mr.  A.  Graharn  Murray^  Buteshire)  1534 

Mr.  Thomas  Shaw  {Hawick  Btt^ghs)        1535 

Mr.  Lawson  Walton  {Leeds,  S.) 1335 
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Question  put,  ''  That  the  Chairman  do  report  the  Bill,  without  amend- 
ment, to  the  House." 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,    171;   Noes,  98.     (Division  List  No. 
366.) 

BiU  reported,  without  amencknent ;  to  be  read  the  third  t'me  upon  Mon- 
day next. 

Business  of  the  House. — The  Parliamentary.  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Sir 

William  Walrond,  Devonshire,  Tiverton) 1589 

In  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  House  of  the  22nd  day  of  this  instant 
July,  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House'  without  Question  put. 

Adjourned  accordingly  at  twenty  minutes  after  Eight  of  the  clock,  mnqsj 


END   OF    CONTENTS    OF    VOL.    XCVII. 
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PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES 

(AUTHORISED    EDITION) 

IN  THE 

SECOND  SESSION  of  the  TJFENTY^SEVENTH  PARLIAMENT  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  GREAT  BRITAIN  and  IRELAND,  in  the 
FiKST  Tear  of  the  Eeion  of 

HIS    MAJESTY    KING    EDWARD    VII. 


NINTH    VOLUME    OF    SESSION. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 
Thursday,  Wih  Jvly,  1901. 


TOOK  THE  OATH. 
>    The  Lord  Seaton  took  the  Oath. 

TRIAL  OF  EARL  RUSSELL. 
The  King's  Answer  to  the  Address  of 
;  Friday  last  reported  by  the  Lord  Steward 
'  (i  Pembroke  and  MorUgomery)  as  follows, 
namely:  I  have  received  your  Address 
I  P^T^  that  I  will  order  thiat  a  sufficient 
I  Police  Force  be  in  attendance  to  keep 
^  dear  the  approaches  leading  to  your 
I  Hoiue  during  the  trial  of  John  Stanley 
I  Earl  Russell  on  an  indictment  for  felony ; 
I  and  I  will  issue  directions  accordingly. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


FAVERSHAM  WATER  BILL  [h.l.]. 
Commons'  Amendments  considered  and 
agreed  to. 

TORRINGTON  AND  OKEHAMPTON 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments. 

BARRY  BAILWAY  BILL. 
Reported,  without  amendment. 
VOL  XCVU.      [Fourth  Series.] 


WALLASEY  IMPROVEMENT    BILL. 

Eeport  from  the  Select  Committee, 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the 
opposition  thereto  having  been  with- 
drawn ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table.  The  Orders  made  on  the  27th  and 
28th  of  June  last  discharged;  and  Bill 
committed  for  Tuesday  next. 

LONDON    AND   INDLA    DOCKS    (NEW 
WORKS)  BILL. 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee,  That 
the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with 
the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the  opposi- 
tion thereto  having  been  withdrawn.  The 
Orders  made  on  the  21st  and  25th  of  June 
discharged  ;  and  Bill  committed. 

BIGGLESWADE  WATER  BOARD  BILL. 
Moved,  That  the  Order  made  on  the 
21st  day  of  March  last,  "  That  no  Private 
Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Com- 
mons shall  be  read  a  second  time  after 
Thursday,  the  27th  dav  of  June  next,"  be 
dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now 
read  2^;  agreed  to;  Bill  read  2* 
accordingly,  and  committed. 

ALDERSHOT  GAS   AND  WATER  BILL. 
Read     3^,     with    Amendments,    and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 
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SOUTH  METROPOLITAN  GAS  BILL. 
Standing  Order  No.  93  considered 
(according  to  Order),  and  dispensed  with, 
with  respect  to  a  petition  of  the  Council 
of  the  Metropolitan  Borough  of  St. 
Marylebone ;  leave  given  to  present  the 
said  petition. 

DUNDEE  CORPORATION  ORDER  CON- 
FIRMATION   BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons,  read  1^ ; 
to  be  printed;  and  (pursuant  to  the 
Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland) 
Act,  1899)  deemed  to  have  been  read  2^, 
and  reported  from  the  Committee.  (No. 
159.) 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (HOUSING  OF  WORKING 
CLASSES)  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  P ; 
to  be  printed ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners.     (No.  160.) 

BELFAST  AND  NORTHERN  COUNTIES 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons;  read 
1^ ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 

AYR   COUNTY   BUILDINGS   PRO- 

VISIONAL       ORDER      CONFIRMATION 

BILL    [H.L.]. 

GAS    ORDERS    CONFIRALATION    BILL 

[H.L.]. 

BRISTOL    CORPORATION    CEMETERY 
BILL    [H.L.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to. 

PIER   AND    HARBOUR    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS   (No.  2)    BILL   [h.l.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  Amendments. 

KING'S  NORTON  AND  NORTHFIELD 
URBAN  DISTRICT  TRAMWAYS  BILL 
[H.L  ]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  Amendments.  The  said  Amendments 
considered,  and  agreed  to. 

LLANDRINDOD   WELLS    URBAN    DIS- 
TRICT COUNCIL  WATER  BILL. 

MANSFIELD    CORPORATION  BILL. 
Returned  from    the    Commons    with 
the  Amendments  agreed  to. 

SHANNON    WATER    AND     ELECTRIC 
POWER    BILL. 

The  Ring's  consent  signified ;  and  BUI 
reported  from  the  Select  Committee  with 
Amendments. 


Reports,  <&c. 


HUMBER  COMMERCIAL  RAILWAY  AND 
DOCK  BILL. 

The  King's  consent  signified ;  and  Bill 
reported  from  the  Select  Committee  with 
Amendments. 


LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (GENERAL 
POWERS)  BILL. 

The  order  made  on  the  25th  June  last, 
appointing  certain  Lords  the  Select  Com- 
mittee to  consider  the  Bill  discharged. 


CLYDE  VALLEY  ELECTRICAL  POWER 
BILL. 

GLASGOW      AND      SOUTHWESTERN 
RAILWAY    BILL. 

WEST         CUMBERLAND        ELECTRIC 
TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

SOUTHAMPTON  AND  WINCHESTER 
GREAT  WESTERN  JUNCTION 
RAILWAY    BILL. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of 
Selection,  That  the  Viscount  Hutchinson 
(E.  Dorumghmore)  and  the  Lord  Seaton 
be  proposed  to  the  House  as  members 
of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  said 
Bills  in  the  place  of  the  Earl  of  Bradford 
and  the  Earl  Beauchamp;  read,  and 
agreed  to. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


Annual; 
for  1900. 


COLONIES. 
No.  326,  Barbados;  Report 


TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
No.  2,654,  Portugal  (Quilimane). 
No.  2,655,  China  (Wenchow). 

HISTORICAL    MANUSCRIPTS    (ROYAL 
COMMISSION). 

Report  on  the  manuscripts  of  His 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  K.G.,  pre- 
served at  Welbeck  Abbey  (Vols.  VI.  and 
VII.),  and  the  manuscripts  of  Berwick- 
upon-Tweed  and  Burfora  Corporations 
the  counties  of  Wilts  and  Worcester,  ana 
of  the  Deans  and  Chapters  of  Chichester 
and  Salisbury. 

DUBLIN  HOSPITALS. 
Forty-third    Report  of  the  Board  of 
Superintendence;    with  appendices,  for 
the  year  1900-1. 
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LUNACY. 

Appendices  to  the  Fifty-fifth  Report  of 
the  Gommissioners  in  Lunacy. 

Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

ST.  LUCIA  (PRISON  RULES). 
Amendment  of  Rule  No.  247,  relating 
to  the   remission    of  sentences.      Laid 
hefore  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


PETITIONS. 

SHOPS  (EARLY  CLOSING)  BILL  [H.L.]. 
Petitions  in  favour  of ;  of  shop  assist- 
^ts  in  Belfast  (2) ;   read,   and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS  OFFICES. 

First  Report  made ;  to  be  printed ; 
aind  to  be  considered  on  Tuesday  next. 
(So,  158.) 


OUTDOOR    RELIEF    (FRIENDLY 
SOCIETIES)  BILL. 

Order  for  the  day  for  the  Third  Read- 
ing read. 

Lord  MONKSWELL  :  My  Lords,  I  am 
afraid  that  in  moving  the  Third  Reading 
of  this  Bill  I  must  ask  for  the  kind  in- 
dulgence of  the  House  while  I  make  a 
statement.  When  the  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time  I  had  no  idea  that  there 
would  be  any  serious  opposition  to  it  in 
this  House.  Since  then,  however,  the 
noble  Earl,  Lord  Northbrook,  has  given 
notice  to  move  its  rejection  on  Third 
Reading,  and,  of  course,  opposition 
coming  from  such  a  quarter  is  of  the 
most  formidable  description.  The  noble 
Earl  has  informed  me  that  his  oppo- 
sition to  the  measure  is  not  an  out-and- 
out  opposition,  and  that  it  woidd  be 
advisable  for  me,  in  moving  the  Third 
Reading,  to  state  to  the  House,  not  only 
the  purport  of  the  Bill,  but  the  reasons 
which  induced  me  to  bring  it  forward. 
I  do  80  under  a  very  deep  feeling  of  re- 
sponsibility, because  this  is  a  Bill  in 
which  three  and  a  half  millions  of  the 
working  classes  of  this  country  who 
belong  to  friendly  societies  are  keenly 


interested,  and  I  should  regret  exceed- 
ingly if,  by  any  omission  or  bad  advocacy 
on  my  part,  I  imperilled  the  Bill  in  your 
Lordships'  House.  The  object  of  the 
Bill  is  a  very  simple  one.  It  is  to  en- 
courage thrift,  and,  by  encouraging 
thrift,  in  the  long  run  to  reduce  the 
poor  rate.  Undoubtedly,  if  this  Bill 
should  pass  into  law,  the  immediate 
effect  would  possibly  be  to  make  a  very 
small  increase  in  the  amount  required 
for  outdoor  relief  ;  but  if  the  Bill  should 
have  the  effect  that  we  hope  it  will  have 
— the  effect  of  giving  the  working  classes 
further  inducement  to  become  members 
of  benefit  societies — then  we  say  that  in 
the  long  run  outdoor  relief  will  decrease 
and  the  poor  rate  be  diminished.  The 
Bill  is  so  very  short  that,  as  regards  the 
purport  of  it,  I  do  not  know  that  I  can 
do  better  than  read  it  to  your  Lordships. 
The  two  clauses  of  the  Bill  are  these  : — 

"  (1)  The  discretion  given  by  Section  1  of  the 
Outdoor  Relief  Friendly  Societies  Act,  1894,  to 
the  boards  of  guardians  to  take  or  not  to  take 
into  consideration  the  amount  received  by  a 
member  of  a  friendly  society  as  sick  pay  when 
granting  outdoor  relief  shall  be  limited  as 
hereinafter  provided. 

"  (2)  In  granting  outdoor  relief  to  a  member 
of  any  friendly  society  the  board  of  guardians 
shall  not  take  into  consideration  any  sum  up  to 
five  shillings  a  week  received  from  such  friendly 
society  as  sick  pay.'* 

This  Bill  has  been  bitterly  opposed  by 
the  Charity  Organisation  Society  on  two 
grounds — firstly,  that  it  is  a  revolutionary 
measure  and  entirely  upsets  the  whole 
theory  of  the  Act  of  Elizabeth,  which 
declares  that  a  man's  necessities,  and 
not  his  merits,  shall  be  the  sole  criterion 
in  granting  outdoor  relief ;  secondly,  that 
it  is  exceedingly  objectionable  inasmuch 
as  it  singles  out  members  of  friendly 
societies  for  special  treatment.  Your 
Lordships  will  see  from  the  Bill  that  we 
do  not  propose  to  compel  guardians  to 
do  an^^hing  that  it  is  not  lawful  for  them 
to  do  at  the  present  time  ;  and  if  it  is  true 
that  it  is  wrong  to  in  any  respect  modify 
or  set  aside  the  statute  of  Elizabeth,  that 
wrong  was  committed,  not  by  this  Bill, 
but  by  the  Act  of  1894.  And  if  it  is 
wrong  to  discriminate  between  thrift 
in  friendly  societies  and  other  kinds  of 
thrift,  that  wrong,  again,  was  perpe- 
trated under  the  Act  of  1894.  I  think, 
then,  in  these  circumstances,  it  would 
be  advisable  for  me  to  say  one  word  as  to 
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the  reception  of  the  Act  of  1894  in  the  i 
House  of  Commons.  It  was  passed  ' 
without  a  single  dissentient  voice.  On  ' 
the  Second  Reading,  outside  the  official  * 
members  of  the  Government,  thirteen  j 
Members,  in  addition  to  the  Member  | 
in  charge  of  thrf  Bill,  spoke  upon  it,  and  1 
every  one  of  them  was  most  enthusiastic  , 
in  its  favour.  In  1894  it  was  not  con- 1 
sidered,  nor  is  it  now  in  any  respect,  a  j 
party  question.  In  1894  such  diverse  i 
members,  politically  speaking,  as  the 
Radical  tenant-farmer  representative,  Mr. 
Lambert,  and  the  present  Conservative 
Lord  Chief  Justice,  Lord  Alverstone,  were  j 
equally  enthusiastic  in  favour  of  the  Bill ;  j 
and  one  of  the  speakers,  a  Conservative  i 
Member — Sir  James  Rankin,  I  think —  I 
hit  the  nail  on  the  head  with  regard  to 
the  Bill  when  he  said  that  the  number 
of  people  in  receipt  of  outdoor  relief 
throughout  the  country  had  consider- 
ably decreased,  and  that  the  greatest 
factor  in  that  decrease  had  been  the 
action  of  the  friendly  society.  No  doubt 
thisBill  goes  further  than  the  Act  of  1894, 
but  in  what  respect  does  it  go  further  ? 
The  Act  o'f  1894  was  permissive,  and,  in 
my  opinion,  rightly  permissive.  I  think 
the  Legislature  would  have  done  wrong 
in  admitting  this,  to  some  extent,  new 
principle,  and  compelling  guardians  to 
act  upon  it  without  seeing  how  it  would 
work.  But  we  are  now  in  the  year 
1901.  We  have  had  seven  years  ex- 
perience of  this  measure,  and  is  it  not  the 
case  that  all  the  dismal  prognostications 
of  the  Charity  Organisation  Society  have 
proved  false  i  Every  year  shows  that 
boards  of  guardians  are  more  and  more 
desirous  of  having  this  Bill  made  com- 
pulsory, and  in  the  other  House  there 
was  only  one  dissentient  to  the  com- 
pulsory nature  of  the  measure.  The 
Bill  is  only  to  a  certain  extent  compul- 
sory ;  it  leaves  considerable  discretion 
to  boards  of  guardians.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  a  right  state  of  things  that,  after 
seven  years  experience  of  this  permissive 
Act,  Parliament  should  do  nothing 
whatever  to  make  uniform  the  principle 
by  which  boards  of  guardians  are  to  be 
guided  in  this  matter.  I  do  not  know 
what  case  the  noble  Earl  will  make 
against  the  Bill,  but  I  will  venture  to  say 
— and  it  is  a  very  significant  fact — that 
the  boards  of  guardians  throughout  the 
country  are  in  favour  of  it.  We  have 
Lord  Monksmll 


plenty  of  negative  evidence  that  they 
are  in  favour  of  the  measure.  Boards 
of  guardians  are  not  backward  in  pressing 
their  views  on  the  Legislature  when  they 
are  opposed  to  a  Bill,  but  we  have  heard 
no  objections  urged  by  them  to  this 
measure,  and  we  have  this  positive  piece 
of  evidence  in  its  favour.  At  the  annual 
conference  of  associations  of  poor-law 
unions,  at  which  over  200  unions  wera 
represented,  the  officials  drafted  a  resolu- 
tion to  the  eflfect  that  this  Bill  ought  not 
to  be^supported,  but  the  delegates  took 
the  matter  into  their  own  hands,  and 
threw  over  the  officials'  resolution  in 
favour  of  another,  which  was  carried 
without  a  division,  endorsing  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill  and  expressing  the  hope 
that  it  might  become  law.  I  hope  your 
Lordships  will  consider  that  this  Bill^ 
which  is  supported  enthusiastically  by 
3,500,000  working  men,  which  passed, 
almost  without  opposition,  through  the 
House  of  Commons,  which  is  approved 
of  by  the  great  majority  ef  boards  of 
guardians  whose  discretion  is  sought  to  be 
j  limited,  and  which  is  supported— and 
very  enthusiastically  supported — by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  is  one  which, 
if  it  is  to  be  thrown  out  in  your  Lord- 
ships' House,  ought  not  to  be  thrown  out 
except  on  very  good  reasons  shown.  I 
beg  to  move  the  Third  Reading  of  the 
BiU. 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  3«.— 
I  {The  Lord  Monkswell), 

I   *The  Earl  of  NORTHBROOK  :  My 

j  Lords,  I  very  much  regret  that  I  feel  it 

I  my  duty  to  ask  your  Lordships  not  to* 

I  give  a  Third  Reading  to  this  Bill,  because 

I  am  sorry  to  be  in  any  degree  in  even 

apparent   opposition  to  the  two  great 

friendly    societies    whose    agents    have 

j  issued  a  circular  to  your  Lordships  in 

'  favour  of  the  Bill.    TTiose  societies  have 

'  done  an  infinite  amount  of  good  in  the 

I  country,  and  I  think  I  shall  show  before' 

I  sit  down  that  it  is  not  in  the  real  in- 

;  t  crests  of  those  societies  that  the  Bill 

should  become  law.     I  quite  agree  with 

the  noble  Lord  who  introduced  it  that 

this  is  in  no  sense  a  party  question.     I 

communicated  with  the  President  of  the 

Local  Government  Board  upon  it,  and 

he  assured  me  that  although  he  supported 

I  the  >Bill  it  was  not  his  desire  to  exercise^ 
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any  pressure  in  this  House  in  re- 
spect to  its  passing.  It  was  with 
the  greatest  difficulty  that  I  could 
ind  any  record  of  this  Bill  in  the  pro- 
iceedings  of  the  other  House.  It  was 
passed  without  much  notice  and  I  was 
not  even  aware  that  there  was  such  a 
Bill  till  I  heard  the  speech  of  my  noble 
friend  the  Earl  of  Money  the  other  even- 
ing, in  which  he  called  attention  to  it  and 
gave  his  reasons  against  it.  The  Second 
Seading  stage  Ln  your  Lordships'  House 
«ame  on  before  an  important  debate  on 
the  Army  and  I  douot  whether  noble 
Lords  paid  any  attention  to  it  at  the 
time.  My  reasons  for  opposing  the  Bill 
are  two.  In  the  first  place,  in  my  opinion 
it  introduces  a  very  important  change 
in  the  principle  of  the  administration  of 
the  poor  law  which  ought  not  to  be 
hrought  forward  by  a  private  Member, 
hut   which     should     only     be     under- 

I  taken  after  full  information  has  been 
<»nveyed  to  Parliament  and  on  the 
responsibility  of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown. 
In  the  second  place,  no  reasons  whatever 
have  been  adduced — certainly  none  have 

i  teen  stated  by  the  noble  Lord  who  moved 
the  Third  Reading  of  the  Bill — to  show 
that  boards  of  guardians  have  not  properly 
txercised  the  discretion  given  to  them 
by  the  Act  of  1894.  The  noble  Lord 
has  given  the  history  ot  that  Act.  It 
had  become  the  practice,  although  it  was 
contrary  to  the  law,  for  boards  of 
guardians  to  make  some  addition  in  out- 
door relief  to  the  sick  pay  received  from  a 
friendly  society,  and  the  Act  of  1894 
was  passed  to  make  the  practice  legal. 
The  words  of  the  Act  are — 

"  Any  board  of  guardians  may,  if  they  think 
■fit,  grant  relief  out  of  the  rates  to  anv  person 

notwithstanding  such  person 

^hall  be  in  receipt  of  any  sum  as  a  member  of 
a  friendly  society,  and  in  estimating  the  amount 
<>f  relief  it  shall  be  at  the  discretion  of  the 
board  of  guardians  whether  they  will  or  will 
tiot  take  into  consideration  the  amount  which 

I       may  be  received  by  him  from  such   friendly 

!       society.*' 

A^e  had  a  discussion  in  this  House  in 
June,  1894,  on  the  Bill,  and  the 
JEari  of  Kimberley,  then  Leader  of  the 
Government,  stated  his  opinion — 

"'that  the  Bill  could    not    be    defended    on 
I        principle,  but  only  because  it  made  legal    a 

Jiractice  which  largely  prevailed.      He  there- 
<H'e  recommended  that  discretion   should  be 


left  to  boards  of  guardians,  and  that  the 
practice  should  not  be  allowed  to  stand  on  the 
deliberate  negligence  of  the  Local  Government 
Board." 

The  noble  Marquess  the  present  Prime 
Minister  expressed  a  siniilar  opinion. 
The  noble  Marquess  said — 

*'In  my  view,  the  thing  should  be  done 
according  to  the  circumstances  of  each  case, 
and  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  board  of 
guardians.  There  are  cases  in  which  it  ought 
to  be  done  and  others  in  which  it  ought  not  to 
be  done ;  and  it  ought  to  be  quite  clear  that  it 
is  left  absolutely  to  their  discretion.** 

I  think  that  is  common  sense.  But  the 
Bill  now  before  the  House  contains  only 
one  clause  which  purports  to  limit  the 
discretion  of  boards  of  guardians,  but 
in  fact  destroys  that  discretion.  The 
noble  lord  who  moved  the  Third  Heading 
says  that  he  wishes  to  secure  uni- 
formity ;  but  I  contend  that  in  regard 
to  the  relief  of  the  poor  you  have  to 
deal  with  each  individual  case ;  there 
should  be  no  such  thing  as  a  hard  line 
of  uniformity.  If  this  Bill  passed 
boards  of  guardians  will  have  to  do  one 
of  two  things— they  must  either  refuse 
relief  altogether,  of  not  take  into  con- 
sideration receipts  from  friendly  societies 
up  to  5s.  I  contend  that  this  introduces 
an  entirely  new  principle.  After  seven 
years  experience  the  noble  Lord  says  we 
ought  to  go  further.  If  that  seven 
years  experience  shows  that  boards  of 
guardians  have  properly  exercised  their 
powers,  where  is  the  reason  for  making 
a  change ] 

The  main  argument  of  the  noble 
Lord,  and  the  main  argument,  I 
think,  which  should  receive  con- 
sideration at  the  hands  of  your  Lord- 
ships, is  that  the  Bill  is  supported  by  the 
great  friendly  societies.  No  doubt  it  is 
true  that  the  Bill  is  supported  by  the 
ParUamentary  agents  of  the  Manchester 
Unity,  which  is  the  largest  of  all  the 
societies,  and  of  the  Foresters,  which  I 
think  is  the  next  largest ;  but  at  the 
same  time  they  say  that  very  few 
members  of  friendly  societies  seek 
parochial  aid,  and  then  chiefly  in  old  age. 
Therefore  if  delay  takes  place  in  passing 
this  Bill  there  can  be  no  great  hardship 
done  to  members  of  friendly  societies. 
No  doubt  there  are  three  and  a  half 
million  members  of  friendly  societies,  but 
a  very  small  number  of  them  could  be 
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aflFected  by  the  change  in  the  law  pro- 
posed in  this  Bill.  I  regret  the  change 
of  attitude  which  the  friendly  societies 
have  shown  by  supporting  this  Bill.  I 
regret  it  because  it  is  entirely  contrary 
to  the  attitude  they  took  when  they  had 
the  question  of  old-age  pensions  before 
them.  When  my  right  hon.  friend  Mr. 
Chamberiain  first  brought  forward  the 
question  of  old-age  pensions  I  had  some 
communications  with  the  principal 
officials  of  the  Manchester  Unity.  I 
thought  it  quite  possible  that  the  great 
friendly  societies  might  welcome  the 
co-operation  of  the  Government  with 
regard  to  old-age  pensions,  and  accept 
some  kind  of  arrangement  whereby,  if 
so  much  was  drawn  by  a  member  of  a 
friendly  society  as  an  old-age  pension,  an 
equal  sum  might  be  given  by  the  State. 
I  found  there  was  a  strong  feeUng  on 
the  part  of  the  friendly  societies  against 
any  arrangement  of  the  kind.  I 
doubted  their  wisdom  at  the  time,  but  I 
afterwards  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
they  were  right  in  wishing  to  main- 
tain the  independence  of  the  societies, 
and  justified  in  apprehending  that 
some  kind  of  Government  interference 
might  be  introduced  into  the  working 
of  the  societies  if  the  proposal  was 
carried  out.  There  is  no  distinction 
whatever  in  principle  between  State 
aid  through  the  taxes  and  aid  through 
the  rates.  To  supplement  5s.  a  week 
received  from  a  friendly  society  from 
the  rates  is  precisely  the  same  thing 
in  principle  as  to  do  so  from  the  taxes.  I 
regret  the  change  of  opinion  that  has 
taken  place  amongst  the  friendly  societies, 
and  I  have  never  seen  the  report 
of  any  discussion  giving  the  reasons 
why  the  friendly  societies  support  this 
measure.  The  Royal  Commission  of 
1874,  over  which  the  late  Lord  Iddes- 
leigh,  then  Sir  Stafford  Northcote, 
presided,  and  of  which  Sir  Michael  Hicks 
Beach,  the  present  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  was  a  member,  pointed  out 
the  mistake  of  encouraging  a  man  to 
make  a  less  contribution  to  a  society  than 
his  means  allowed,  and  to  count  on 
poor  law  reUef  to  make  up  the  sum 
required  for  his  support — 

"  The    tendency  of  holding    out  (said   the 
Commission)  such    favours    to    members     o 
friendly   societies   is    to    encourage   men     to 
insure   for  less  than  their  real  needs  with   a 
friendly  society,  and   to  count  on  poor   law  ; 

The  Earl  of  Noi'thhook. 


relief  to  make  up  the  sum  required  for 
their  support.  It  cannot  be  but  a  mis- 
take to  deceive  people  that  they  are  not 
receiving  relief  when,  in  point  of  fact,  they  arcr 
and  to  hold  out  inducements  to  them  to  ioia 
clubs  on  the  promise  that  they  may  theiL 
become  paupers  on  more  favourable  terms." 

I  entirely  agree  with  the  conclusions  of 
the  Commission.  Moreover,  your  Lord- 
ships must  recollect  that  if  this  Bill  is 
passed  it  will  be  merely  a  beginning, 
for  it  will  not  be  possible  to  confine  the 
application  of  the  principle  to  friendly 
societies.  There  was  a  chart  laid 
before  Parliament  last  year  by  the 
Principal  Registrar  of  Friendly  Societies 
which  showed  that  the  total  funds  of 
registered  provident  societies  and  of 
certified  and  Post  Office  Savings  Banks; 
was  then  no  less  than  £322,000,000. 
Of  that  sum  the  friendly  societies  repre- 
sented only  £38,000,000,  or  about  one- 
eighth.  The  Post  Office  Savings  Banks 
had  no  less  than  £130,000,000  deposited 
at  that  time.  Deducting  from  that  sum 
£30,000,000,  which,  according  to  the 
best  calculations  I  can  make,  may  be  said 
to  be  subscribed  by  people  in  the  higher 
classof  life,  there  are  at  least £100, 000, 000 
in  the  Post  Office  Savings  Bank  sub- 
scribed by  the  working  classes.  Is  it 
possible  to  believe,  if  the  principle 
of  this  Bill  is  passed,  and  the  5s.  which 
a  poor  man  receives  from  a  friendly 
society  is  not  to  be  considered  when  the 
question  of  his  relief  comes  before  the 
guardians,  that  the  other  methods 
of  providence  can  be  left  out  of  considera- 
tion ?  I  hope  that  if  some  delay  is  allowed 
to  take  place  before  this  question  is- 
settled  we  shall  have  further  discussions, 
by  the  friendly  societies,  and  some  ex- 
planation of  the  grounds  cm  which  they 
support  this  change. 

As  regards  boards  oi  guardians, 
although  at  a  meeting  of  the  National 
Association  of  Boards  of  Guardians  a 
resolution  may  have  been  passed  in 
favour  of  this  Bill,  yet  I  do  not 
think  that  association  can  be  considered 
as  thoroughly  representative  of  boards^ 
of  guardians  throughout  the  country- 
According  to  the  noble  Lord  himself,, 
only  200  out  of  about  700  boards  of 
guardians  were  represented  at  the 
meeting.  There  is  another  body — 
namely,  the  Poor  Law  Conference 
which  I  believe  more  fully  represent* 
the    opinion   of    boards^   of    cuardiana 
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I  have  looked  at  the  proceedings 
of  the  central  conferences  for  the  past 
three  years.  The  first  was  presided 
orer  by  Earl  Beauchamp,  the  second 
bv  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  and 
the  third  by  Captain  Griffith-Boscawen. 
I  find  that  no  notice  whatever  has  been 
taken  of  this  question  at  any  of  the 
central  conferences.  Neither  has  there 
been  any  resolution  passed  during  those 
three  years  on  the  subject  of  this  Bill 
at  any  of  the  district  conferences  which 
frequently  meet.  Neither  has  it  been  { 
proposed  at  the  central  conferences  as  a 
subject  which  should  be  discussed.  We 
may  assume,  therefore,  that  boards  of 
guardians  generally  do  not  take  the  view 
expressed  by  the  noble  Lord.  The  Bill 
was  recently  considered  at  a  conference 
at  Northampton,  and  the  opinion  of 
almost  everyone  present  was  against  it. 
I  ha?e  received  a  letter  from  the  clerk  to 
the  Paddington  Union  protesting  in  the 
strongest  manner  on  behalf  of  the  board 
of    guardians     against    the    Bill      He 


"  The  main  object  of  poor  law  administration 
for  the  last  sixty-seven  years  has  been  that 
provident  habits  should  be  as  little  as  possible 
discouraged,  and  to  reverse  such  a  policy  by 
means  of  such  a  Bill — the  ultimate  effects  of 
which  might  be  very  far-reaching — would  appear 
neither  just  nor  equitable.'' 

I  ascertained  the  other  day  that  the 
board  of  guardians  in  my  own  neigh- 
bourhood— the  Winchester  Union — has 
never  heard  of  the  Bill,  and,  after  his 
attention  had  been  called  to  it,  I  received 
a  letter  from  the  clerk  stating  that  he 
saw  the  same  objections  as  were  stated 
by  the  Paddington  guardians^  I  think 
that  if  its  objects  were  fully  explained  to 
boards  of  guardians  a  very  large  majority 
of  them  would  ^be  against  a  measure 
^hich  proposes  to  take  away  the  dis- 
cretion which  I  believe  they  have  wisely 
used  in  these  cases. 

The  noble  Lord  described  this  as 
a  small  measure.  I  do  not  think  any- 
body who  understands  the  working 
of  friendly  societies  will  agree  with  him. 
The  great  difficulty  they  have  is  in  respect 
to  their  old  age  pensions.  In  point  of 
^,  sick  pay  after  seventy  becomes  a 
sort  of  pension,  and  it  seems  to  me  that, 
if  this  alteration  in  the  law  is  passed, 
there  may  be  introduced  an  old  age 
pension    scheme    supported    by    rates 


instead  of  by  taxes.  Of  all  the  com- 
missions and  committees  that  have  had 
to  report  upon  this  question,  not  one  of 
them  has  recommended  such  a  scheme 
of  old  age  pensions  as  the  supplementing 
of  only  one  kind  of  savings  by  payments 
from  the  poor  rate. 

The  considerations  I  have  ventured 
to  put  before  your  Lordships  seem 
to  me  to  justify  the  conclusion  that 
this  House  would  do  wisely  not  to  pass 
the  Bill ;  at  any  rate,  I  hope  I  have  put 
forward  reasons  which  will  convince 
your  Lordships  that  further  inquiry  is 
necessary  before  deciding  upon  such  a 
very  important  change  in  the  law.  If, 
after  further  inquiry,  it  should  bethought 
by  the  Government  advisable  to  legislate 
on  these  lines,  let  the  Bill  be  introduced 
on  the  responsibility  of  the  Government. 
Let  the  opinion  be  obtained  of  boards 
of  guardians  all  over  the  country, 
of  the  Poor  Law  inspectors,  and  of  a 
man  probably  more  qualified  than 
any  other  to  give  a  sound  opinion 
on  this  matter,  the  Chief  Registrar  of 
Friendly  Societies  (Mr.  Edward  W. 
Brabrook).  I  asked  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  whether  he 
had  consulted  Mr.  Brabrook,  and  he 
replied  that  he  had,  and  that  he  was  not 
in  favour  of  the  Bill. 

^  Amendment  moved — 

"  To  leave  out  *  now '  and  add  at  the  end 
of  the  motion  *  thi^  day  three  months,'  " — 
{The  Earl  of  Northhrook.) 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :  My  Lords, 
I  think  my  noble  friend  who  has  just 
spoken  has  both  minimised  the  attitude 
of  the  House  of  Commons  towards  this 
Bill  and  magnified  the  importance  of  it, 
and  the  change  involved  by  the  adoption 
of  its  proposals.  My  noble  friend  said  he 
experienced  difficulty  in  finding  in  the 
journals  of  the  House  of  Commons  any 
trace  of  the  discussion  on  this  Bill.  The 
Bill  was  brought  in  by  a  private  Member 
belonging  to  a  small  minority  in  the 
House,  and  was  put  down  day  after  day 
so  as  to  come  on  after  midnight,  when 
the  objection  of  a  single  Member  would 
have  been  sufficient  to  stop  it.  Yet  the 
hon.  Member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  suc- 
ceeded in  carrying  it  through  all  its 
stages  up  to  the  Third  Reading  under 
these  conditions.    The  Bill  came  up  for 
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Third  Reading  on  a  Wednesday  afternoon, 
at  a  time,  again,  when  it  would  have  been 
exceedingly  easy  for  an  obstinate  member 
to  cause  the  loss  of  the  Bill  by  talking  it 
out.  But  what  happened  1  There  was 
a  prolonged  debate  on  the  Bill,  and  it 
was  distinctly  and  directly  due  to  the 
intervention  and  influence  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board 
that  it  was  read  a  third  time.  It  does 
seem  to  me,  therefore,  that  it  is  very 
fair  to  urge  that  the  Bill  has  received 
overwhelming  support  from  the  House 
of  Commons.  My  noble  friend  brought 
forward  two  reasons  for  opposing  the 
Bill.  He  said,  first,  that  it  involves  a 
great  change  in  the  principle  of  the 
administration  of  the  poor  law.  That 
is  a  proposition  which  I  entirely  chal- 
lenge. It  has  already  been  shown  by 
my  noble  friend  Lord  Monkswell  that 
this  Bill  involves  no  change  of  principle, 
for  it  is  the  same  in  principle  as  the  Act 
of  1894.  The  only  thing  the  Bill  does 
is  to  make  the  adoption  of  the  principle 
sanctioned  by  the  Legislature  in  1894 
•ompulsory,  and  to  secure  uniformity  of 
action  by  boards  of  guardians  through- 
out the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land. 
It  surely  is  most  desirable  that  you 
should  not  have  this  principle  given 
effect  to  in  one  locality,  and  a  totally 
different  principle  acted  upon  in  another. 
The  noble  Earl  said  we  ought  to  have 
shown  that  the  powers  given  to  boards 
of  guardians  in  1894  had  been  im- 
properly used.  There  is  no  question  of 
the  improper  use  of  those  powers.  Boards 
of  guardians  have  used  this  power  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  and  I  think  it  is  desir- 
able that  we  should  secure  uniformity  of 
action.  My  noble  friend  argued,  through- 
out his  speech,  that  this  was  giving 
old-age  pensions  by  a  side-wind,  but  I 
would  remind  him  that  the  Bill  refers 
simply  to  the  question  of  sick  pay.  Sick 
pay,  when  it  is  given  by  friendly  societies, 
is  temporary  relief.  1  believe  that  only 
in  the  case  of  one  friendly  society — the 
Hearts  of  Oak,  do  they  give  anything 
in  the  shape  of  a  permanent  allowance. 
I  believe  under  certain  circumstances 
the  Hearts  of  Oak  give  a  permanent 
allowance  of  4s.  a  week  ;  but  in  the  case 
of  the  ordinary  friendly  society  a  man 
who  applies  is  granted  sick  pay  for,  say, 
three  months,  after  which  time  it  is  i 
renewed  at  a  lower  figure.     After  all,  | 

Lord  Tweedmouth, 
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I  do  not  see  that  a  man  who  has  been 
thrifty  in  other  ways  is  really  injured 
by  this  Bill.  It  is  true  that  he  does  not 
get  the  same  consideration  when  it  comes 
to  a  question  of  relief  from  the  rates,  but 
he  does  not  lose  by  it,  and  is  not  put  in 
any  worse  position  than  at  present.  I 
do  not  think  my  noble  friend  has  made 
out  anything  like  a  clear  case  against 
this  Bill,  and  I  hope  my  noble  friend  will 
carry  it  to  a  division.  If  he  does,  I  shall 
be  glad  to  support  him. 

The  chairman  of  COMMITTEES 
(The)Eari  of  Morley)  :  Mv  Lords,  I 
ventured  the  other  day  to  call  attention 
to  the  Bill,  as  it  was  going  into  Com- 
mittee, and  I  am  bound  to  say,  on  further 
consideration,  that  the  doubts  I  then 
entertained  as  to  the  expediency  of  the 
Bill  being  carried  into  law  have  been 
considerably  strengthened.  The  noble 
Lord  who  last  spoke  and  the  noble 
Lord  who  introduced  the  Bill  both  main- 
tain that  there  is  no  new  principle  in- 
volved in  this  Bill.  It  seems  to  me  that 
there  is  distinctly  a  new  principle  involved. 
The  change  from  discretionary  to  com- 
pulsory action  seems  to  me  a  very  large 
and  very  important  change,  and,  al- 
though the  Bill  only  touches  a  small 
portion  of  the  large  subject  of  poor-law 
administration,  still  I  maintain  that  it 
does  introduce  a  new  principle,  and  one 
of  a  very  far-reaching  character.  When 
the  Bill  of  1894  was  read  a  second  time 
in  the  House  of  Commons  it  was,  as  my 
noble  friend  Lord  Northbrook  stated, 
distinctly  and  emphatically  accepted  as  a 
discretionary  measure.  The  words  of  my 
noble  friend,  whose  absence  the  House 
so  much  regrets — ^the  Earl  of  Kimberley 
— and  of  the  Prime  Minister  on  that 
occasion  were  of  the  most  emphatic 
nature  that  the  whole  point  of  the  Bill 
was  that  it  should  leave  the  guardians 
absolute  discretion.  The  noble  Marquess 
the  Prime  Minister  said — 

"There  are  cases  in  which  it  ought  to  be 
done,  and  there  are  others  in  which  it  ought 
not  to  be  done,  and  it  ought  to  be  quite  clear 
that  it  is  left  absolutely  to  their  discretion.'' 

I  do  not  think  I  have  omitted  any  words 
which  qualify  the  noble  Marquess's 
statement.  The  Bill  at  that  time,  as  I 
understand  it,  was  really  a  measure 
to  indemnify  the  guardians,  who  had 
been  in  the  habit  foR  many  vears  of  not 
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'Considering  the  pay  given  by  friendly 
^sodeties  in  these  cases.  This  was  the 
acknowledged  practice,  and  the  Act  of 
1894,  which  gave  them  discretion  with 
regard  to  this  particular  practice,  con- 
doned what  was  in  the  strict  letter  of  the 
law  an  illegal  exercise  of  their  powers. 
Bj  this  Bill  you  will  be  substituting 
some  other  test  for  that  of  destitution, 
and  either  the  Bill  goes  too  far  or  it  does 
not  go  far  enough.  If  the  principle  in- 
voly«l  in  the  Bill  is  accepted,  why  are  you 
to  refuse  to  give  the  same  consideration 
to  men  who  have  saved  money  and  have 
put  it  into  savings  banks,  co-operative 
«)cietie8  or  building  societies — all  of  them 
admirable  forms  of  thrift  ]  Though 
I  acknowledge  that,  if  the  Bill  passes, 
men  who  have  saved  in  other  directions 
than  in  friendly  societies  will  not  be  put 
in  a  worse  position  ;  they  will,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  be  placed  in  a  relatively  worse 
position,  for  they  will  not  receive  advan- 
tages which  are  accorded  those  who 
h&YQ  invested  in  friendly  societies. 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS  :  My  Lords, 
I  hold  that  this  is  one  of  the  gravest 
flnbjectfi  that  could  be  brought  under 
*he  consideration  of  your  Lordships. 
Indeed,  so  strongly  do  I  feel  upon  it  that 
I  gave  Lord  Monkswell  notice  that  I 
should  move  the  rejection  of  the  Bill  on 
Third  Beading,  but  I  was  glad  to  find 
that  my  noble  friend  Lord  Northbrook 
had  already  undertaken  to  do  so.  The 
^te  of  the  law,  as  laid  down  by  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners  in  1832,  was  this: 
that  in  giving  outdoor  relief  boards  of 
guardians  were  to  take  into  considera- 
tion whatever  means  or  income  the 
-apidieant  had,  and  fix  the  reUef  in  pro- 
portion. The  principle  of  giving  dis- 
■cretion  to  boards  of  guardians  in  this 
^natter  was  introduced  in  %he  Act  of 
1894.  But  this  is  a  revolutionary  Bill, 
because  it  makes  it  compulsory  on  the 
^rdians  to  administer  outdoor  relief  in 
-a  method  directly  contrary  to  the  views 
of  the  Commissioners  of  1832  and  1834. 
My  noble  friend  Lord  Tweedmouth 
«aid  this  was  the  private  Bill  of  a  private 
Member.  That  is  the  worst  thing  he 
«ould  have  said  of  it.  The  names  of 
twelve  private  Members  were  on  the 
i>ack  of  this  Bill  in  the  House  of  Com- 
fttons,  and  I  said  to  a  friend  of  mine 
^  the   other  House,   "  Who  are  these 


twelve  Members  ]  Are  they  genuine 
philanthropists  or  vote-hunting  humani- 
tarians ?  "  He  repUed  that,  with  one 
exception — I  will  not  give  the  name  of 
that  gentleman — they  were  vote-hunting 
humanitarians,  and  that  the  one  excep- 
tion had  his  name  on  the  back  of  almost 
every  bad  Bill,  and  was  everything  to 
everybody  on  all  things.  I  contend 
that  such  a  change  as  that  proposed 
in  this  Bill  ought  not  to  be  proposed 
except  by  the  Government  after  careful 
inquiry.  The  danger  of  relaxing  the 
method  of  administering  outdoor  relief 
is  that  we  may  go  back  to  the  state 
of  things  which  existed  seventy  years  ago, 
when  the  majority  of  the  working  people 
of  England  were  absolutely  demoraUsed 
by  the  way  in  which  the  poor  law  was 
administered.  The  following  is  an  ex- 
tract from  the  report  of  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners  of  1832 — 

"  It  Ib  our  painful  duty  to  report  that  the 
fund  raised  under  the  43rd  Mizabeth — the 
original  poor  law — is  applied  to  purposes 
opposed  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  that  law  and 
destructive  to  the  morals  of  the  most 
numerous  class  and  to  the  welfare  of  all.  A 
great  source  of  abuse  is  the  out-door  relief 
afforded  to  the  able-bodied." 

This  is  what  the  overseer  of  Kettering 
said  as  to  the  demoralised  state  into 
which  the  labouring  classes  had  been 
brought — 

"The  men*s  remark  is — *I  must  have  my 
12s.  or  lOs.  a  week  whether  I  work  or  not.  I 
would  not  be  such  a  fool  as  to  work.  Blast 
work  !  Damn  me  if  I  work  !  * " 

That  is  a  specimen  of  what  England  was 
reduced  to  in  those  days  by  lax  adminis- 
tration of  the  poor  law.  Since  1832, 
when  the  poor  law  was  made  more 
stringent,  the  number  of  friendly 
societies  has  increased  from  300  to 
between  2,000  and  3,000.  And  why 
have  they  increased  so  enormously  1  It 
is  entirely  owing  to  the  spirit  of  inde- 
pendence and  thrift  which  has  been 
established ;  and  I  would  impress  upon 
your  Lordships  the  importance  of  this 
question  not  being  dealt  with  except  by 
His  Majesty's  Government  after  full 
inquiry.  I  cannot  do  better  than  con- 
clude by  reading  to  your  Lordships  the 
last  passage  in  an  address  on  **  The 
English  Poor  Law  and  Friendly  Societies," 
by  Mr.  Chance,  M.A.,  barrister-at-law — 

"The   friendly  societies  have,    up  to  now, 
fought  a  splendid  fight  for  freedom  and   in- 
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dependence.  I  pray  that  they  may  not  be 
misled,  but  that  they  will  steel  themselves 
against  the  temptations  which  a  few  leaders, 
false  to  the  whole  traditbn  of  the  friendly 
society  movement,  are  holding  out  to  them ; 
and  I  hope  guardians  of  the  poor  will  not  give 
way  to  the  miportunity  of  these  false  guides, 
but  hold  on  to  the  sheet  anchor  of  the  English 
poor  law,  which  is,  that  relief  should  only  be 
given  out  of  the  public  moneys  to  the  destitute, 
and  that  in  relieving  destitution  every  source 
of  income  of  the  applioant  must  be  taken  into 
account." 

Those  are  sound  words,  and  I  believe 
that  instead  of  passing  another  Bill  to 
make  compulsory  what  is  now  permissive, 
it  would  be  better  to  repeal  the  permissive 
Act  of  1894. 

Lord  JAMES  of  HEREFORD :  My 
Lords,  I  hope  the  House  will  not  reject 
this  Bill  without  full  consideration.  The 
Government  take  no  part  with  regard  to 
it,  and,  though  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  strongly  supported 
the  Bill  in  the  House  of  Commons,  that 
was  not  an  official  act  on  his  part,  and  the 
opinions  which  I  shall  express  will  only 
be  my  own  personal  opinions.  You  have 
had  placed  before  you  the  views  of  a 
great  many  bodies,  and  there  has  been  a 
question  raised  as  to  whether  opinion  has 
been  sufficiently  obtained  or  not.  If  I 
may  be  allowed  to  say  so,  I  care  very 
little  for  the  opinions  of  the  friendly 
societies  themselves,  who  may  be  in- 
terested, or  of  the  Charity  Organisation 
Society.  I  agree  with  my  noble  friend 
that  we  ought  not  to  be  governed  entirely 
by  the  opinion  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
but  I  venture,  with  great  respect,  to  ask 
him  whether  he  is  justified  in  speaking 
of  Members  of  the  other  House  as  vote- 
hunting  humanitarians.  It  is  possible 
that  Gentlemen  so  styled  may  make  it  a 
pretext  for  moving  the  adjournment  of 
the  House.  I  can  assure  the  noble  Lord 
that  when  I  was  in  the  House  of  Commons 
hou.  Members  always  spoke  of  him  and 
other  noble  Lords  with  bated  breath. 
What  are  the  real  merits  of  this  Bill  ? 
A  strong  feeling  has  grown  up  in  this 


country  that  every  consideration  should 
be  shown  to  the  man  who  has  displayed 
habits  of  thrift,  and  that  everything  that 
can  be  done  should  be  done  to  raise  up* 
that  portion  of  the  community  who  may 
be  described  as  the  deserving  poor.  One 
statute  passed  which  would  show  that  we 
looked  favourably  upon  this  kind  of  thrift 
would  be  of  far  more  value  than  all  the^ 
precepts.  Let  us  take  the  case  of  two- 
agricultural  labourers  discussing  the 
question  whether  they  should  contribute^ 
to  a  friendly  society  or  not.  The  first 
man  says,  "  I  am  a  poor  man,  but  I  am 
going  to  pay  6d.  a  week  into  a  friendly 
society,  and  I  do  so  because  I  know  that 
when  I  am  sick  I  shall  have  5s.  a  week  to- 
supplement  the  relief  I  may  get."  The 
other  says,  **  I  am  going  to  spend  my 
6d.  a  week  in  the  pubUc-house,  because 
if  you  go  to  the  union  they  will  take  the 
5s.  a  week  you  get  from  your  friendly 
society  from  you  in  reUef  of  the  rates,  or 
they  will  say — *Look  to  your  friendly 
society  payment ;  we  will  give  you 
nothing. '  Thus  we  shall  be  exactly  in  the 
same  position,  as  I  shall  have  5s.  a  week 
from  the  rates,  except  that  I  shall  have 
been  having  my  beer  all  the  time."  If 
this  Bill  is  rejected  the  argument  of  the 
man  who  goes  to  the  pubUc-house  would 
be  unanswerable.  I  desire  to  see  every 
encouragement  given  to  the  thrifty  man. 
Three-fourths  of  the  unions  have  already 
accepted  the  Act  of  1894,  and  what  is^ 
required  now  is  uniformity.  If  this 
measure  will  encourage  the  thrifty  man 
as  against  the  man  who  spends  all  his 
money,  is  it  wise  to  reject  it  ]  The  noble 
Lord  contended  that  if  you  allow  this  in 
regard  to  friendly  societies  you  ought  to 
extend  it  to  other  societies,  but  I  would 
appeal  to  your  Lordships  not  to  allow  the 
best  to  be  the  enemy  of  the  good. 

On  Question,  Whether  *'  now  "  shall 
stand  part  of  the  motion,  their  Lordships 
divided  : — Contents,  39  ;  Non-contents, 
66. 


Halabury,  E.  {L,  Chancellor.) 

Norfolk,  D.     {E,  Marshal,) 
Portland,  D. 

Bath,  M. 
Bristol,  M. 
Lansdowne,  M. 

The  Earl  of  Wemyss. 
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Ripon,  M. 

Clarendon,E.  (L,  Chamberlain) 
Beauchamp,  £. 
Carrington,  E. 
Chesterfield,  E. 
Denbigh,  E. 
Jersey,  E. 


Kilmorey,  E. 

Lauderdale,  E.    [Teller,] 

Mayo,  E. 

Vane,  E.     {M,  Londonderry,^ 


Sidmontb,  V. 
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Ashbourne,  L. 
Balfoar,  L. 
Battersea,  L. 
Bnssey,  L. 
Baigbclere,  L. 
CharehUI,  L. 
Digby,  L. 


Northomberland,  D. 

Abercom,  M.  (/>.  Abercom.) 

Pembroke  and  Montgomery, 

E.  (L.  Steward.) 
BandoQ,  £. 
Camperdown,  E. 
Drogheda,  £. 
Fevursham,  E. 
Ferrers,  E. 
Grey,  E. 
Mansfield,  E. 
Morley,  E. 
Mnoster,  E. 

Xorthbrook,  E.   llelier,] 
Onslow,  E. 
KoMe,  E. 
Scanitord,  £ 
Stanhope,  £. 
Waldegrave,  E. 
Westmeath,  E. 

Cobham,  V. 


Hawkesbary,  L. 

James,  L. 

Kelvin,  L. 

Kenry,  L.    (E.  Dunraven  and  , 

Mount-Earl.) 
Kenyon,  L. 
Leigh,  L. 

NOTCONTENTS. 

Cross,  V. 

Falkland,  V. 

Falmouth,  V. 

Frankfort  De  Montmorency, 

Goechen,  V. 

Hampden,  V. 

Hutchinson,  V.   {E.  Donough- 

7nore,) 
Portman,  V. 
Templetown,  V. 

Ardilaon,  L. 

Avebury,  L. 

Barnard*  L. 

Belper,  L. 

Brougham  and  Vaux,  L. 

Calthorpe,  L. 

Carysfort,  L.  (E,  Carysfort,) 

Castletown,  L. 

Clonbrock,  L. 

Crofton,  L. 

de  Kos,  L. 

DeSaumarez,  L, 


Commissioners.  22. 

Monkswell,  L.    [Teller.] 
O'Neill,  L, 
St.  Levan,  L. 
Tredegar,  L. 
Tweedmouth,  L. 
Wandsworth,  L. 
Wrottesley,  L. 


Dunboyne,  L. 

Fairlie,  L.    (E.  Glasgow.)^ 

Harlech,  L. 

Hatherton,  L. 

Hay,  L.     (E.  Kinnoul.) 

Heneage,  L.    [Teller.] 

Hobhouse,  L. 

Hylton,  L. 

Lindley,  L. 

Lingen,  L. 

Monck,  L.     {V.  MoncL) 

Norton,  L. 

Poltimore,  L. 

Pon8onby,L.(^.  Bes8horough.)f 

Robertson,  L. 

Seaion,  L. 

Sherborne,  L. 

Stal  bridge,  L. 

Stanmore,  L. 

Sumeld,  L. 

Templemore,  L. 

Ventrj',  L. 

Wemyss,  L.     {E.  Weniyss.) 

Zouche  of  Haryngworth,  L. 


Resolved  in  the  negative. 

Bill  to  be  read  3^  this  day  three  months. 

EDUCATION   (SCOTLAND)    BILL. 
Amendments   reported   (according   to 
♦>der),  and  BiU  to  be  read  3^  on  Monday 

neit. 

TRANSVAAL  CONCESSIONS  COMMIS- 
SIONERS —  THE  NETHERLANDS 
RAILWAY     COMPANY. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  :    My 

liords,  Irise  to  call  attention  to  the  Eeport 
of  the  Transvaal  Concessions  Commis- 
!5ioners  in  regard  to  the  Netherlands 
^>uth  African  Railway  Company,  and 
to  their  finding  that— - 

'the  company  did  initiate  and  organise,  before 
'^r  was  declared,  elaborate  plans,  and  after- 
wards effectively  carried  them  out,  causing 
«feat  damage,  delay,  and  loss  to  the  Queen's 

armies"— 

to  ask  what  fine  or  other  punishment  it  is 
intended  to  inflict  for  these  belligerent 
operations  conducted  by  a  private  com- 
pany against  the  Queen ;  also,  to  ask 
w^hether  any  representations  have  been 
"^de  by  any  foreign  Government  in 
^rd  to  this  company ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  the  Papers  can  be  laid  upon  the 


Table.     I  think  I  may  take  it  for  granted 
that  nearly  all  your   Lordships  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  Report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners who  were  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  Transvaal  concessions — at  least, 
with  that  portion  of  their  Report  which 
relates  to  the  Netherlands  South  African 
Railway  Company.     This  company  has 
played  a  very  important  part  in  South 
African  history  since  it  was  made,  some 
ten  or  eleven  years  ago.     Your  Lordships^ 
will  remember  that  the  undertaking  was- 
essentially  Hollander  in  character.     Its- 
administration  was  composed  of  nine  or 
ten  commissioners,  one  half  at  least  of 
whom    were    Hollanders     resident     in 
Holland.     Two    out    of    three    of    the 
managing  directors  had  to  be,  and,  in 
practice,  the  whole  of  them  were,  Hol- 
landers.    The  company  itself  had  been 
intimately  connected  with  the  Transvaal 
Government,  even  so  far  as  this,  that  it 
had  been  entrusted  with  the  collection  of 
part  of  the  customs  of  the  country.     In: 
this  war  the  railway  company,  as  1  have 
said,  has  played  a  very  important  part» 
and  I  desire  to  place  before  the  House 
briefly  an  account  of  what  has  taken.. 
place.     I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  assure 
your  Lordships  that  it  will  not  ibe  WS^Ai^^ 
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sary  for  me  to  read  at  length  long  ex- 
tracts from  the  three  Blue-books,  which, 
however,  are  amply  deserving  of  careful 
consideration  and  attention  from  your 
Lordships.  It  so  happens  that  in  this 
•case  the  evidence  is  of  a  very  direct  kind. 
Indeed,  all  the  statements  which  I  shall 
make — and  I  shall  make  some  very  posi- 
tive statements — are  drawn,  without 
•exception,  from  the  diary  of  M.  Van 
Kretschmar,  the  directing  manager  of 
t  e  railway  in  the  Transvaal,  from  the 
•evidence  of  officials  of  the  railway  who 
took  part  in  the  war  against  the  British 
'Government,  and  from  other  direct 
^sources  of  that  kind. 

When  the  war  was  in  contemplation, 
•and  some  months  before  it  began — ^in  the 
month,  I  think,  of  July — M.  Van  Kret- 
^schmar,   who  was  a   Hollander  of  the 
Hollanders,  or,  rather,  I  ought  to  say,  a 
Boer  of  the  Boers,  took  upon  himself 
to  become  the  direct  adviser  of  the  Trans- 
vaal Government.     He  saw  at  that  time 
iihat  they  were  not,  as  he  thought,  pro- 
perly prepared  for  the  possible  invasion 
-of    their    territories    by    British    troops 
through    Natal.     He    accordingly    con- 
-sulted  General  Joubert,  and  afterwards 
had  a  number  of  interviews  with  the 
'Transvaal    Executive    Committee,     the 
result  of  which  was  that  he  concocted 
and  they  accepted  a  plan  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  bridge  at  Standerton,  and 
other   bridges   of   the   sort.     They   had 
it  fixed  firmly  in  their  mind  that  there 
-would  be  an  invasion  by  railway,  possibly 
T)y  armoured  trains,  and  they  prepared 
with  the  help  of  M.  Van  Kretschmar  to 
meet  that  contingency.     I  shall  ask  your 
Lordships  to  draw  a  distinction  between 
M.  Van  Kretschmar  in  his  private  capa- 
*city,  and  in  his  capacity  as  director  of  the 
Tailway.     In  his   private   capacity,  as  I 
"have  said,  he  was  a  Hollander  of  the 
Hollanders.     He  hoped  and  believed  that 
the  result  of  the  war  would  be  a  Greater 
Holland.     He  wrote  that — 

'*The  fall  of  England  shall  be  the  crown  of 
rt  he  end  of  the  I9th  century." 

And  he  thoroughly  believed,  as  appeared 
from  his  letters,  that  the  success  of  the 
Boers  would  be  quick  and  certain.  When 
events  took  a  different  course,  he  un- 
'doubtedly  went  through  a  great  deal  of 
agony  of  mind.     His  last  words  were — 

'*  Gone  are  the  dreams  of  a  greater  Holland 
tfor  ever.      We  have  mistaken  our  kinsmen, 
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who  are  tired  of  us.  We  are  too  ^ood  for  them. 
There  is  an  end  for  us  of  all  our  illusions  about 
South  Africa." 

M.  Van  Kretschmar  is  by  no  means  the 
j  only  person  who  would  be  glad  to  see 
I  the  fall  of  England.  No  one  can  prevent 
I  him  entertaining  these  opinions  in  his 
I  private  capacity.  But  M.  Van  Kret- 
j  schmar  had  another  capacity — that  of 
'  managing  director  of  a  private  railway. 
He  acted  as  the  trusted  adviser  of  the 
j  Transvaal  Executive  before  the  outbreak 
I  of  the  war.  He  went  further.  He  wa« 
I  anxious  to  take  part  in  the  war  himself, 
and  to  make  the  officials  of  his  company 
j  take  part  in  it.  So  he  suggested  to  the 
I  Executive  Government  that  they  should 
I  put  in  force  Article  22  of  the  original 
concession,  under  which  he  hoped  that  he 
I  might  be  able  to  do  a  great  deal  for  them 
without  running  very  much  risk  for  his 
I  company.  He  proposed  to  levy  a  force 
j  for  them  among  the  officials  of  the 
!  company.  I  may  say  that  the  Transvaal 
I  Executive  thought,  in  the  first  instance, 
j  not  being  very  clever,  that  it  was  hardly 
necessary  to  put  Article  22  in  force,  !>«- 
i  cause  they  knew  how  good  M.  Van 
'  Kretschmar's  intentions  were ;  but  he 
t  showed  them  that  it  was  in  his  interests, 
I  and  with  a  view  of  saving  the  company, 
I  that  he  wished  it  to  be  put  in  force,  and 
I  eventually  they  did  put  it  in  force.  There- 
I  upon  M.  Van  Kretschmar  proceeded  to 
issue  to  his  staff  certain  service  orders. 
i  In  the  first,  on  7th  September  he  an- 
nounced that  half-pay  would  be  allowed 
I  to  single  men  and  two-thirds  pay  to 
I  married  men  who  were  commandeered  ; 
i  and  that  volunteers  would  be  given  leave 
I  of  absence,  but  would  not  receive  salary. 
'  The  latter  proved  to  be  rather  unfor- 
tunate, because  there  was  very  little 
'  volunteering,  and  he  then  issued  a  further 
I  order  which  said  that — 

"The   submitting    of    names    to   the   com- 
j  mittees  shall  not  1^  considered  as  voluntary 
offering  of   services,  and  is  generally  reconi- 
1  mended." 

He  never  warned  those  who  were  serving 
under  him,  and  who  were  not  burghers, 
I  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  Trans- 
;  vaal  Government  to  force  them  to  serve, 
I  and  after  a  time  he  discharged  those  who 
I  would  not  volunteer.  These  men  went 
to  their  consuls  and  complained,  and  this 
\  is  what  M.  Van  Kretschmar  wrote  to  the 
.consuls  on  gMa.^,^l^^j^ 
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*'  VVhen  it  appeared  that  the  traffic  decreased 
copsiderably  we  had  a  larger  staff  than  we  re- 
quired, who,  under  the  existing  conditions,  we 
were  entitled  to  discharge.  We  considered, 
however,  that  these  persons  also  should  parti- 
cipate in  the  advanti^ge  which  was  granted  to 
those  who  were  compelled  to  do  military  duty. 
of  which  offer  many  availed  themselves. 
Those  who  do  not  like  this  may,  according  to 
the  prorisions  applicable  to  them,  obtain  their 
hoDoarable  discharge.'* 

That  was  his  way  of  preserving  neu- 
traiitj.  The  result  was  that  a  large 
body  of  men  entered  the  service  of  the 
Transvaal  Republic;  and  I  may  say, 
further,  that  they  received  their  pay 
from  the  company,  who,  as  they  said, 
'debited  it  to  the  Transvaal  Republic," 
whatever  that  might  mean.  These  men 
did  almost  incalculable  damage  to  the 
British  forces  and  colonies.  One  lot  of 
them— a  bridge-destroying  lot — went 
down  into  Natal,  blew  up  the  bridge  at 
Colenso  and  other  bridges  lower  down, 
and  when  the  fortunes  of  war  turned, 
and  they  were  on  the  retreat,  they  blew 
up  every  bridge  in  succession.  They 
destroyed  the  tunnel  at  Laing's  Nek, 
and  subsequently  destroyed  and  made 
useless  a  great  portion  of  their  rolling 
stock.  Another  lot  went  down  into 
Cape  Colony,  blew  up  bridges  there,  and 
did  other  damage.  The  main  body  at 
Pretoria,  under  M.  Van  Kretschmar  him- 
self, made  ammunition,  repaired  cannon, 
and  discharged  active  military  services 
^f  every  kind,  all  the  time  receiving  pay 
direct  from  the  railway  company.  The 
evidence  of  Tjord  Roberts  and  Sir  Percy 
^T'rouard  before  the  Commission  showed 
that  their  attitude  was  insulting  and 
defiant.  They  said  they  would  ot^y  the 
orders  of  no  one  except  the  Transvaal 
Government,  and,  to  quote  the  words  of 
Sir  Percy  Girouard,  *'  they  behaved  pre- 
cisely as  a  belligerent  State  railway." 
I^t  us  consider  for  a  moment  Section  22 
of  the  Concession.  I  will  read  it  to  your 
Lordships,  because  it  is  upon  that  section 
that  M.  Van  Kretschmar  and  his  com- 
pany rely.     The  section  is  as  follows— 

"  In  case  of  danger  of  war,  in  war  time,  or 
ni  case  of  intestine  disturbances  the  Govern- 
ment may,  in  the  interest  of  the  defence  or  of 
we  public  peace,  dispose  of  the  railway  and  all 
wat  IB  reqnired  for  the  use  thereof,  and  may 
ww  the  ordinary  traffic  thereon  to  cease 
whoUy  or  in  part,  and  command  all  such 
"^^^•'ues  to  he  taken  as  they  may  deem 
necessary."  ^ 

"hat  is  the  meaning  of  that  section, 
and  what  did  M.  Van  Kretschmar  take 
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it  to  mean  ]  M.  Van  Kretschmar  took 
it  that  it  entitled  him  to  raise  a  forcCr 
even  composed  of  peisons  belonging  to* 
nations  which  were  friendly  with  the 
British  Government,  to  assist  the  Trans- 
vaal. The  question  was  put  to  him  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  Commission — 

<<Do  you  consider  that  an  Article  in  a  commer- 
cial concession  such  as  Article  22  would  justify 
yon  in  or^nising  a  force  of  men  belonging  to* 
nations  friendly  to  the  English  Government- 
in  an  army  arrayed  against  that  Govern- 
ment?" 

And  M.  Van  Kretschmar  replied — 

"  Well,  I  did  organise  that  force,  but  I  think: 
that  the  Government  had  a  right  to  expect- 
UB  to  organise  that  force  from  the  men  in  our 
employ. 

He  interpreted  the  Article  in  his  own' 
way   without   consulting   any   lawyers. 
But  a  strange  state  of  things  would  pre- 
vail if  a  private  company  were  enabled^ 
by  any  arrangement  with  the  Govern- 
ment, to  evade  all  principles  of  inter- 
national   law    and    aid  and  abet  that 
Government    by    miUtary   action.     The 
undertaking  may  be  a  very  good  one  as. 
between  M.   Van  Kretschmar  and  the 
Transvaal  Government,  but  what  force 
has  it  when  applied  to  other  countries  % 
Further,  did  M.  Van  Kretschmar  or  hia 
commissioners  really  believe  that  theiit 
action  was  covered  by  this  Article  ?    M.^ 
Van  Kretschmar  destroyed  a  great  many 
papers,  but  I  cannot  understand  how  he 
was  foolish  enough  to  leave  his  diary 
and  these  incriminating  letters  behind. 
This  is  what  happened  in  the  first  in- 
stance.    The   commissioners   were   very 
jJeased  with  what  he  had  done,  and  asked, 
him  to  send  the  names  of  some  of  the« 
members  of  the  staff  who  had  performed 
these  valiant  actions  in  order  that  they 
might  be  inserted  in  the  annual  report.. 
But,  all  of  a  sudden,  the  commissioners  . 
changed  their  mind,  and  in  reply  to  a 
letter   from   them   in    April,    1899,    M. 
Van   Kretschmar  wrote — 

"Your  remarks  "with  regard  to  strict «. 
neutrality  are  not  very  refresning  to  me.  I 
have,  by  asking  for  special  orders,  tried  as- 
much  as  possible  to  save  the  appearance  of 
neutrality.  According  to  your  interpretation 
in  your  last  letter  I  have  not  always  succeeded 
in  this." 

M.  Van  Kretschmar *s  own  words  were — 

"I   am   afraid  we    have    hopelessly    com- 
promised ourselves  in  deed,  word,  and  writing. 
We  have  made  cannon  and  ammunition ;  we  * 
have  sold  material  to  the  Republics ; -we  kave- 
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Wown  up  bridges  on   English   territory,    and 
iiave  not  discharged  our  staff  on  commando.'* 


in  the  English  Blue-book  on  the  Trans- 
.  ^      ,  ,  .       ^     ,  vaal  concessions.     A  reply  was  given  on 

1  must  apologise  to  your  Lordships  for  ^  behalf  of  the  board,  who  declared  them- 
going  through  these  occurrences,  but  1 1  selves  convinced  of  having  done  their 
have  done  so  as  shortly  as  I  could.  And  [  whole  duty,  and  added  that  they  would 
now  I  come  to  the  point.  What  is  to  be  ,  not  hesitate  to  do  the  same  should  they 
done  to  this  company  ]  In  the  first  i  find  themselves  again  confronted  by  the 
place,  what  is  the  amount  of  damage  same  difficulties.  That  sounded  v 
that  has  been  done  ]  M.  Van  Kretsch- 
mar  was  asked  in  the  witness-box 
whether  he  could  form  any  estimate  of 
the  damage,  but  he  said  he  had  no  means 
of  doing  so.  He  quite  admits  that  the 
damage  has  been  enormous ;  in  fact,  it 
is  impossible  to  deny  it.  What,  then,  is 
to  be  done  1  This  is  not  a  question  as  to 
shareholders  and  debenture  holders ;  it 
is  the  case  of  a  private  company  which 
has  made  war  on  this  country.  I  submit 
that  the  question  of  fining,  or  of  making 
some  arrangement  that  would  really  go 
home  to  the  company,  is  the  first  matter 
that  ought  to  be  considered.  The  com- 
missioners and  managers,  and  the  share- 


erj 
well,  and  Maitre  Stuart,  in  the  name  of 
the  French  shareholders,  said  he  "  tooic 
note  of  the  correct  attitude  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  company."  But,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  French  group 
was  not  represented  on  the  toard, 
he  observed  that  the  French  share- 
holders could  not  assume  responsibihtj 
for  the  board,  if  there  should  be  any 
question  thereof,  since  the  company  had 
been  managed  exclusively  by  the  German 
and  Dutch  shareholders.  Maitre  van 
Nicrop,  who,  I  should  judge*  from  his 
name,  must  have  represented  the  Dutch 
shareholders,  said  he  had  no  desire  to 
criticise  the  proceedings  of  the   board, 


holders  who  elected  those  officials,  were  i  but   he  wished  to  say  that,  reservation 

responsible  for  the  conduct  of  this  com- '  '      •       -  -     - 

pany.     If  the  Boers  had  been  successful 

they  would,  no  doubt,  have  reaped  great 

advantages  which  they  would  not  have 

refused  to  accept ;  but  matters  took  a 

diflFerent  turn,  and  the  company  thought 


it  would  be  well  to  write  to  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain. The  following  is  the  concluding 
passage  of  the  letter,  which  is  dated 
14th  January  of  this  year — 

"  In  conclusion,  we  beg  to  point  out  that  His 
Majesty's  Government  is  now  in  possession  of 
the  company's  railway,  and  that  the  share- 1 
holders  andjdebenture  holders  have  for  many 
months  been  deprived  of  all  receipts  from  the 
line.  This  state  of  things  is  financially  very 
serious,  and  we  trust  it  will  not  be  prolon^^ed. 
We  have  not  yet  been  informed  whether  it  is 
the  intention  of  His  Majesty's  Government  to 
exercise  the  :  rights  and  fulfil  the  obligations  of 
the  Government  which  granted  the  concession, 
^r  what  other  course  is  in  contemplation." 

This  was  signed  by  M.  Vanden  Wall  Bake 
and  M.  J.  Van  Kretschmar,  who  set  to 
work  and  organised  the  destruction  of 
this  very  railway,  and  who  now  say  that 
it  is  inconvenient  that  they  are  not  get- 
ting any  receipts  from  it.  The  annual 
meeting  of  the  company  was  held  at 
Amsterdam  on  29th  June.  M.  Vanden 
Wall  Bake  having  spoken,  a  gentleman 
who  appeared  for  the  French  share- 
holders— Maitre  Stuart — ^asked  the  direc- 
tors whether  they  could  furnish  any 
information  in  reference  to  the  statements 
The  Earl  of  Camperdown, 


1  having  been  made  by  a  certain  group 
I  of  shareholders,  he  must  at  least 
I  make  a  similar  reservation  on  behalf 
of  the  shares  which  he  represented 
I  Your  Lordships  will  not  be  surprised 
I  to  hear  that  finally  the  proposal  of 
the  board  to  adjourn  the  meeting  till 
October  was  adopted  unanimously.  It 
is  to  be  observed  that  no  one  is  respon- 
I  sible.  The  directors  and  commissioners 
claim  to  be  covered  by  Section  22,  and  the 
shareholders  hold  themselves  as  not  re- 
sponsible when  assured  by  their  directors 
that  they  have  done  nothing  but  what 
was  quite  correct.  A  committee  to  pro- 
tect the  interests  of  German  shareholders, 
which  is  called  the  Schutz  Comite,  claim 
to  represent  8,699  shares  "  all  honourably 
transferred  since  the  war  began,"  but  I 
should  like  to  see  those  transfers.  I 
was  very  much  struck  with  an  enclosure 
which  was  sent  to  the  Government  by 
the  German  Embassy,  in  which  this  com- 
mittee say  : — 

"The  acquisition  of  shares  has  markedly 
increased  in  Germany  in  proportion  to  the 
success  of  English  arms  in  South  Africa." 

And  they  go  on  to  say  : — 

**K  the  value  depreciates  just  those  share- 
holders will  be  affected  who  bought  on  the 
strength  of  the  victory  of  English  arms." 

There's  a  compliment  to  this  country! 
The  French  and  the  Dutch  have  started 
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4  committee  too,  and  they  write  over 
and  say  they  are  responsible  ior  4,695 
ahAres.  They  do  not  say  they  are  trans- 
fers, but  they  state  that  4,695  "  inno- 
<^nt ''  shares  are  held  in  France  and  in 
Amsterdam.  According  to  a  Return 
which  was  issued  eighteen  months  ago 
4it  my  request  the  Transvaal  Republic 
hdd  5,713  shares  out  of  a  total  number 
of  14,000.  These  two  committees  say 
they  are  responsible  for  13,394  shares 
between  them,  and  I  desire  to  know  what ! 
has  become  of  the  5,713  shares  which 
were  held  by  the  Transvaal  RepubUc. 

One  word  with  regard  to  foreign 
(jovemments.  If  there  should  be  any 
representation  made  by  a  foreign  Grovern- 
ment,  the  best  reply  would  be  to  send 
them  a  copy  of  the  Blue-books  from 
which  I  have  quoted,  and  ask  them  what 
in  their  opinion  the  board  deserves.  But 
this  is  not  a  question  of  shares  and  deben- 
tures. What  does  it  matter  to  us  whether 
these  shares  are  held  by  Frenchmen, 
Dutchmen,  or  Englishmen  1  The  com- 
pany must  stand  or  fall  by  the  action  of 
its  administration,  and  indemnity  is  the 
first  and  most  important  question  to 
which  His  Majesty's  Government  should 
direct  attention.  What  is  the  damage 
that  has  been  done  ]  None  of  us  can 
measure  it.  The  war  has  cost  £1,250,000 
per  week.  How  many  weeks  may  we 
fairly  attribute  to  the  officials  of  this 
company  1  Immense  has  been  the 
amount  of  damage  the  company  has 
done  to  its  own  property  that  they  might 
do  damage  to  us,  and  they  have  perse- 
vered in  it  to  the  bitter  end.  If  the  war 
had  resulted  in  favour  of  the  Boers  we 
know  perfectly  well  what  would  have 
been  the  result.  M.  Van  Kretschmar 
and  his  Hollander  compatriots  would 
have  profited  largely,  and  so  would  the 
shareholders.  Fortunately,  the  war  has  ' 
not  ended  in  that  way,  and  M.  Van 
Kretschmar  sees  that  all  his  dreams  of  a 
greater  Holland  have  vanished.  What 
is  to  be  done  now  ]  I  do  not  wish  to  ' 
iirge  a  policy  of  revenge  or  anything  of 
that  kind,  but  this  is  a  case  for  the 
application  of  the  principles  of  strict 
justice.  A  private  company  has  chosen 
to  act  as  if  it  were  a  belligerent  nation, 
vid  it  must  take  the  consequences  of 
8uch  action.  It  would  be  an  unfortunate 
thing,  indeed,  if  this  private  company 
^ere  to  furnish  an  example  to  other  com- 


panies that  it  is  possible  to  defv  all  the 
first  principles  of  international  law  with 
comparative  impunity. 

♦The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess 
of  Lansdowne)  :  I  am  sorry  to  dis- 
appoint my  noble  friend,  but  I  am  afraid 
I  must  tell  him  that  the  question  is  not 
one  to  which  it  is  possible  forr  us  to  give 
an  answer  at  present.  We  have,  it  is 
true,  had  before  us  for  some  weeks  the 
Report  of  the  Transvaal  Concessions 
Commission.  That  Report,  however, 
deals  not  only  with  the  Netherlands 
Railway  but  with  many  other  South 
African  concessions,  numbering  twenty- 
three  in  all.  The  questions  involved 
are  questions  of  great  difficulty  and 
gravity — questions  of  international  law 
and  of  general  policy,  which  it  is  necessary 
for  us  to  examine  not  oidy  with  the 
utmost  care,  but  with  a  full  knowledge 
of  the  facts,  and  also  with  reference  to 
the  arrangements  which  will  have  to  be 
made  for  the  future  administration  of 
the  two  late  Republics.  We  cannot,  in 
these  circumstances,  undertake  to  state 
at  this  moment  how  we  shall  deal  with 
the  particular  concession  to  which  the 
question  refers.  But  I  am  able  to  say 
tnat  it  seems  to  us  that  in  dealing  with 
the  holders  of  the  securities  of  the  com- 
pany we  shall  have  to  draw  a  distinction 
between  those  persons  who  had  acquired 
an  interest  in  the  railway  as  bona  fide 
investors  before  the  outbreak  of  the  war 
and  those  whose  interest  was  acquired 
subsequently.  It  is  also  to  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  Proclamation  of  19th 
March,  1900,  gave  notice  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  would  not  recog- 
nise as  valid  or  effectual — 

'*Any  aUenations  of  property,  whether  of 
lands.  raUways,  mines,  or  mining  rights,  within 
the  territories  of  the  South  African  Republic 
or  Orange  Free  State,  or  any  interest  therein, 
of  whatsoever  nature,  or  any  charges  or 
encumbrances  of  whatsoever  description,  upon 
any  such  property  or  interest  as  aforesaid, 
effected,  declared,  charged,  or  made  by  the 
Governments  of  the  South  African  Republic  or 
Orange  Free  State  subsequently  to  the  date  of 
this  proclamation." 

In  order  to  ascertain  how  far  such  a  dis- 
tinction as  I  have  suggested  can  be 
established,  we  propose  to  invite  all 
holders  of  the  securities  of  the  Nether- 
lands South  African  Railway  Company 
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to  supply  us  with  full  particulars  as  to 
the  extent  of  their  holding  and  the 
date  at  which  they  acquired  it.  Measures 
will  be  taken  at  once  with  this  object. 
In  reply  to  the  other  question  of  the 
noble  Lord,  communications  have  been 
received  from  several  foreign  govern- 
ments in  regard  to  the  pecuniary  interests 
of  their  nationals  in  the  Netherlands 
South  African  Railway. 

TRAMWAY  UNDERTAKINGS— CONSENTS 
OF  LOCAL  AUTHORITIES- AMEND- 
MENT  OF  STANDING  ORDER  22. 

*The  chairman  of  committees 
(The  Earl  of  Morley)  :  My  Lords,  for 
some  weeks,  or  I  may  say  for  some 
months,  your  Lordships  may  have  ob- 
served a  motion  in  my  name  on  the 
Paper,  with  no  day  named,  for  an 
amendment  of  Standing  Order  22, 
which  relates  to  the  necessity  of  tram- 
way undertakings  obtaining  the  con- 
sents of  the  councils  of  the  districts 
through  which  they  pass  before  they 
can  be  introduced  into  Parliament. 
I  have,  in  consequence  of  circumstances 
which  I  will  presently  as  shortly  as  I 
can  tell  your  Lordships,  withdrawn  that 
motion  for  the  present,  but  I  thought 
it  was  due  to  the  House,  and  also  I  was 
anxious  on  my  own  account  to  make 
a  short  statement  to  the  House  giving 
the  reasons  I  have  for  taking  this  action, 
and  also  the  reasons  I  had  for  originally 
placing  the  motions  on  your  Lordships' 
Table. 

The  Standing  Order  in  question  is 
one  which  is  familiar  to  those  of  your 
Lordships  who  are  interested  in  private 
Bill  l^slation.  It  provides  that  no 
company  can  promote  a  tramway  under- 
taking, nor  can  any  municipality  pro- 
mote a  tramway  undertaking  outside 
its  own  district,  without  obtaining  the 
consent  of  the  council  through  whose 
district  the  tramway  passes,  or,  if  there 
are  several  districts  through  which  the 
tramway  passes,  of  councils  representing 
two-thirds  of  the  whdle  length  the 
tramway  passes.  Now  this  is  not  merely 
an  ordinary  power  of  the  district  councils 
to  oppose,  but  it  is  what  is  called  an 
**  Examiners'  Order,"  which  means  that 
it  must  be  proved  before  the  Examiner 
before  the  project  can  be  in  any  way 
discussed  by  rarliament.  It  has  occurred 
to  me  for  some  time  past  that  that 
The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne. 


Standing  Order  is  not  working  very 
satisfactorily,  and  last  year  I  discussed 
the  question  with  my  right  hon.  friend 
Mr.  Chaplin,  who  was  then  at  the  head 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  we 
decided  that  it  was  desirable  that  some 
modification  should  be  introduced  into 
the  Order.  In  the  middle  of  July  Mr* 
Chaplin,  who  as  I  have  said  was  then  at 
the  head  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  said  on  the  Third  Reading  of  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Bill— 

'*  After  a  conference  with  the  Chairmen  of 
Committees  in  both  Houses,  I  am  in  a  positioD 
to  say  that  the  Government  are  willing  to  make 
such  alterations  in  that  Standing  Order  —  ** 

that  is  the  Standing  Order  I  am  now 
referring  to — 

**  and  propose  them  in  due  course,  as  will  modifj 
those  restrictions  and  allow  the  question  to  be 
brought  before  Parliament  and  leave  to  the^ 
Committee  the  decision  as  to  whether  the 
matter  should  go  forward  or  not" 

A  little  later  on  in  the  session  my  noUe 
friend  Lord  Ribblesdale,  speaking  on 
behalf  of  the  Londo'n  County  Council, 
asked  me  a  question  in  the  House  with 
regard  to  this  modification  of  the  Stand- 
ing Order,  and  I  then  expressed  my 
sympathy  with  him  in  desiring  that 
modification,  and  I  practically  under- 
took to  introduce  an  Amendment  into 
the  Standing  Order  to  effect  the  object 
which  at  that  time  we  both  had  in 
view.  I  did  not  think  it  was  right  last 
session,  in  the  middle  of  August,  to 
move  so  important  an  Amendment  of  the 
Standing  Order,  and  I  thought  it  would 
be  in  every  way  desirable  that  local 
bodies  throughout  the  country  should 
have  ample  notice  that  such  a  motion 
was  in  contemplation  and  that  they 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
their  opinion  upon  it. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  8t>ssion  I 
again  gave  notice  of  this  motion,  but,  my 
Lords,  I  then  found  that  the  London 
County  Council  were  not  so  anxious  to 
have  the  Amendment  which  they  had 
desired  last  year^  and  I  abo  found  as  the 
session  went  on  that  there  was  little  or 
no  intention  of  moving  the  proposed 
Amendment  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
I  need  not  point  out  to  the  House  that 
it  is  very  desirable  that  the  Standing 
Orders  of  the  two  Houses  should  be  the 
same,  or,  as  nearly  as  possible  the  same, 
and  even  if  that  were  not  necessary  ^ 
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distinct  way  to  repudiate  anything  of 
the  kind.  My  Amendment  had  really 
less  to  do  with  London  than  the  rest  of 
the  kingdom.  My  chief  objections  to 
the  Order  are  not  with  regard  to  London, 
though  there  are  inconveniences  in  the 
area  of  London  itself ;  and  it  was  abso- 
lutely absurd  to  suppose  that  my  pro- 
posed   Amendments    of     the    Standing 


would  be  perfectly  useless  for  me  to  move 
the  Amendment  which  was  in  my  name 
on  the  Paper  unless  the  same  course  was 
taken  in  the  House  of  Commons  as,  of 
course,  if  one  House  insisted  on  the  con- 
sent as  a  preliminary  condition  to  the 
KD  being  considered  in  Parhament,  it 
would  be  perfectly  useless  for  the  other 

House  to  abolish  that  consent.     Under   ^ ^.     

those  conditions,  which  I  am  afraid  I  \  Order  were  directed  in  any  way  against 


have  had  to  explain  at  some  Uttle  length, 
I  have  for  a  time,  at  anv  rate,  abandoned 
the  motion  which  stood  in  my  name. 

I  should  further  explain  that  I  received 
in  the  course  of  the  session  a  great  many 
representations  from  local  bodies  as  to 
the  desirability  or  the  undesirability  of 
the  course  that  I  was  advocating.    There 
was  by  no  means  unanimity.     I  found 
in  the  country  with  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion, but  undoubtedly  with  the  London 
municipalities,    and   also   at   present,    I 
think,  though  I  speak  subject  to  correc- 
tion as  to  that,  in  the  London  County 
Council,  there  is  a  feeling  adverse  to  the 
course  that    I    propose   to    take.    The 
London  County  Council  and  the  muni- 
cipahties  in  London  are  really  in  a  dif- 
ferent position  with  regard  to  tramways 
from  municipalities  in  other  parts  of  the 
country.    In  London  the  municipaUties 
are  not  the  local   authority  under  the 
Tramways   Act ;    the   London    County 
Council  is  the  tramway  authority,  but 
the  municipalities  are  the  road  authori- 
ties.   In  other  municipalities  the  road 
authority  anl   the  tramway  authority 
are  at  one ;    so  that  in  London  if  the 
tramway  authority  (that  is,  the  London 
County  Council)  desire  to  make  a  tram- 
way through  any  district  they  cannot 
do  60  without  obtaining  the  preUminary 
consent   of    the    municipality    through 
which  they  desire  the  line  to  rim,  and 
if  a  company  desire  to  run  a  tramway 
through   any    district     they    have    not 
merely  to  get  the  consent  of  the  munici- 
pahty  as  road  authority,  but  they  also 
have  to     get     the     consent     of     the 
London  County  Council  as  the  tramway 
authority.    I  found,  as  I  said,  that  in 
London  the  municipaUties  were  against 
my  suggestion    entirely,    and   an    idea 
seemed  to  prevail  in  their  minds  that 
I  was  anxious  in  some  way  to  derogate 
from  the  powers  that  they,  or  rather  the 
vestries  who   preceded    them,   enjoyed. 
W  I  wish  In  the  most  emphatic  and 
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these  new  municipalities  of  London. 
They  were  directcil  against  what  I 
thought  was  a  mistake  in  the  Standing 
Orders  as  appHed  to  every  munieipahty 
and  local  authority  throughout  the 
whole  of  England  and  Wales.  That,  I 
think,  disposes  of  any  idea  that  may  be 
entertain^  that  I  had  any  desire  to 
injure  the  prestige  or  the  powers  of  the 
London  municipaUties. 

But  now,  my  Lords,  if  you  will  allow 
me,  I  wish  to  explain  briefly  why  it  was 
that  I  thought  the  Standing  Order  was 
not    acting    satisfactorily.     The    Tram- 
ways Act,  as  the  House  is  aware,  was 
passed   more   than   thirty   years   ago — 
in    1870 — and    in    the  Tramways  Act, 
which  dealt  only  with  Board  of  Trade 
Provisional  Orders,  it  was  laid  down  that 
the  consents  of  local  authorities  should 
be  given.     Well,  as  I  have  told  the  House 
before,  the  local  authorities  in  those  days 
diflFered  very  much  from  what  they  would 
do  now  if  the  Act  were  re-enacted,  and  I 
would  impress  upon  my  noble  friends  in 
the  Government  the  importance  of  re- 
viewing the  tramway  legislation  with  a 
view  of  putting  matters  of    that  kind 
right.    The  Tramways  Act,  of  course,  did 
not  impose  upon  the  promoters  of  Bills 
the  same  disabilities  that  it  did  upon  pro- 
moters  of    Orders,    but   the    House   of 
Commons,  very  soon  after  1870,  and  the 
House    of    Lords,  I   think,    a   year   or 
two  later  still,  made  this  Standing  Order, 
which  I  now  desire  to  amend,  which  ren- 
dered the  consents  of  local  authorities 
necessary  as  a  preUminary  condition  to 
all    tramway    schemes    being    brought 
before  ParUament.     For  reasons  I  shall 
presently  give  I  do  not  think  that  th^t 
worked    satisfactorily.     It    is    perfectly 
true,  and  it  has  been  suggested  to  me  as 
a    remedy,  that    the    Standing    Orders 
Committee  has  power  to  dispense  with 
any  of  the  Standing  Orders.     But,  my 
Lords,  in  the  case  of  this  particular  Stand* 
ing  Order,   with  two  slight  exceptions,? [g 
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the  Order  has  never  been  dispensed  with, 
and  those  exceptions  took  place  this  year 
under  circumstances  with  which  I  need 
not  trouble  your  Lordships  in  detail. 

It  seems  to  me  that  to  introduce  this 
power  of  dispensation,  to  discuss  this 
question  as  to  the  reasonableness  or  the 
uareasonableness  of  the  refusal  of  a  local 
bjdy  to  assent  to  a  tramway  scheme  I 
before  the  Standing  Order  Committee, 
would  almost  necessarily  involve  a 
discussion  to  some  extent  on  the  merits, 
and  noble  Lords  who  sit  on  the  Standing 
Order  Committee  are  very  well  aware 
that  it  is  not  a  body  before  which  ques- 
tions of  merits  can  be  conveniently  dis- 
cussed. Therefore,  my  Lords,  on  that 
ground,  and  on  that  ground  alone,  I 
thought  that  the  question  could  not  be 
solved  by  giving  the  Standing  Orders 
Committee  any  greater  power  than  they 
have  at  present  of  dispensing  with  a 
Standing  Order.  Quite  admitting,  ab- 
solutely admitting,  the  right  of  districts 
through  which  tramways  are  going  to 
run  to  have  a  strong  voice  in  the  matter, 
my  suggestion  was  that  before  a  scheme 
could  go  before  a  Committee  the  consent 
of  all  the  local  authorities  should  be 
proved,  but  that  if  it  was  withheld  the 
Committee  before  whom  the  Bill  was 
tiken,  if  they  considered  that  the  con- 
sent had  been  unreasonably  withheld, 
might  dispense  with  it  and  the  Report 
accordingly.  That  seemed  to  nic  to 
give  the  local  authorities  a  very  large 
and  a  very  important  power  in  the 
m  itter  which  I  tliink  they  ought  to  have, 
aid  which  I  need  not  tell  your  Lord- 
ships they  would  inevitably  have  before 
any  Committee,  but  at  the  same  time  it 
did  not  actually  prohibit  any  Bill  which 
did  not  previously  obtain  these  consents 
b3ing  brought  before  Parhament. 

Now  with  regard  to  my  reasons  for 
thinking  a  change  desirable.  In  the 
first  place,  since  1870  the  question  of 
tramways  has  undergone  a  very  large 
aid  very  important  change.  At  that 
time  I  think  I  am  not  exaggerating 
when  I  say  that  they  were  regarded  by 
the  majority  of  people  as  somewhat  in 
the  Ught  of  a  nuisance.  Well,  they  are 
not  universally  popular  now,  but  the 
introduction  of  electricity  to  traction, 
and  tlie  enormous  development  of  these 
trim  ways,  especially  in  the  very  populous 
pirts  of  the  country,  render  it  really  a 
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very  important  national  mode  of  loco- 
motion, and  one  which  is  likely  to  go 
on  developing  from  time  to  time.    It 
also  has  a  very  important  bearing  on 
the  question  of  the  housing  of  the  work- 
ing classes  in  populous  centres.     I  should 
also  say  besides  that,  that  with  this  great 
extension  the  tramways  have  somewhat 
developed  out  of  their  actual  and  purely 
local    character,    and    you    are   getting 
through  the  great  centres  of  industry, 
such  as  Manchester,  and  the  north  of 
Warwickshire,   and    Staffordshire,    long 
lines    of    tramways    joining     together, 
which  are  in  the  nature  rather  of  through 
routes  than  local  traffic.     That  is  the 
first  change.     The  second  change  is  one 
of   perhaps   less   importance,    but   it  is 
important.     It  is  that  the  local  autho- 
rities have  now  what  they  had  not  in 
1870,  a  power  not  only  to  make,  but  also 
to  work  and  to  own  the  tramways  them- 
selves.    Your  Lordships  will  see  at  once 
that  it  is  scarcely  fair  to  give  a  munici- 
pality, especially  when  it  is  constructing 
a  tramway  outside  the  limits  of  its  own 
district,  an  absolute  veto  on  all  other 
schemes,  because  by  that  means  you  are 
giving  one  possible  competitor  a  power  of 
crushing  at  once  every  rival  who  might 
come  into  the  field.     I  do   not  think 
that  is  fair,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  in 
any  way  conducive  to  the  public  interests. 
Then  I  was  mentioning  the  development 
in    populous    districts.     There    is    this 
point  to  be  considered — that  you  have 
many  of  these  large  towns    and  large 
urban    districts  with  enormous  popula- 
tions that  are  separated  from  one  another 
by    rural     districts.       In    those    cases 
if  the  companies  or  municipalities  desire 
to  connect  by  through  tramways  these 
large  centres  of  population,  they  may  be 
absolutely    prohibited    from    doing   so 
till  they  have  obtained  the  consent  of 
some  long,  but  possibly  from  a  population 
point  of  view,  far  less  important  district 
constituting  the  rural  district  dividing 
the  two  places.    That  I  do  not  think  right 
either.     I  do  not  think  it  is  right  that  so 
large  a  power  should  be  put  into  the 
hands  of  a  comparatively  sparsely  popu- 
lated    district,    of    absolutely     vetoing 
schemes  which  might  be  of  very  great 
advantage    to  the  districts  surrounding. 
Then,  if  I  am  not  exhausting  the  House, 
I  may  mention  another  reason,  namely, 
that  this  power  of  absQlu±e  veto  is  not 
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consonant  with  the  princi|de8  of  legisla* 
tion  at|the  present  day.  I  admit  that 
the  dectric  lighting  legislation  is  not 
quite  on  all  fours ;  it  is  the  under  surface 
of  the  road,  not  the  surface  that  is  used, 
but  in  the  case  of  dectric  lighting  the 
districts  have  no  absolute  power  of  veto ; 
they  have  a  power  of  opposing,  which 
local  authorities  ought  to  have,  but 
that  power  is  modified,  and  may  be 
overridden  by  the  Board  of  Trade  in 
their  Provisional  Orders  if  they  report  to 
the  House  that  they  have  done  so.  But 
a  much  more  striking  and  analogous 
ease  is  that  of  the  Ught  railways.  In  the 
Light  Railway  Acts  there  is  no  power  at 
all  required  of  the  local  districts  or  the 
local  authprities — absolutely  no  power 
whatever — and  so  you  have  this  anomaly. 
You  may  have  a  long  line  of  tramway 
alternating  with  a  light  railway,  which 
differs  from  it  mer^y  in  name,  and 
because  they  come  under  a  different  Act 
of  Parliament,  in  one  case  the  absolut 
consent  is  required  and  in  the  other  case 
DO  consent  at  aU  is  required.  I  do  not 
know  what  my  noble  friend  Lord  Jersey, 
if  he  were  in  the  House,  could  tell  us  as  to 
how  the  absence  of  these  consents  has 
worked  with  regard  to  light  railways. 
I  could  not  speak  as  to  it  myself,  but  all  I 
can  say  is  that  I  have  heard  no  com- 
plaints about  it,  and  as  far  as  I  know  the 
local  authorities'  opinions  have  always 
been  taken,  and  so  far  as  I  have  heard 
have  always  had  their  proper  effect  on 
the  minds  of  the  Commissioners. 

But  now,  my  Lords,  I  come  to  my  last 
and  my  most  important  reason  for  think- 
ing that  a  change  of  the  Standing  Order 
IB  necessary,  and  it  is  this.  I  take  it  that 
when  Parliament  in  the  Tramways 
Act  of  1870  laid  down  that  the  consents  of 
the  district  councils  or  the  municipalities 
should  be  required,  and  when  we  followed 
Buit  in  our  Standing  Orders  of  both 
Houses,  what  we  intended,  and  what 
Parliament  intended,  was  that  the  local 
authorities  should  express  the  opinion 
generally  of  the  localities  as  to  whether 
a  tramway  was  inexpedient  or  expedient, 
or  that  possibly  thev  might  refuse  to 
allow  it  to  be  adopted  because  the  streets 
were  too  narrow,  or  b^ause  there  were 
other  features  in  the  district  that  ren- 
dered it  ineitpedient.  .  I  think  that  would 
be  very  reasonable.  Even  if  they  had 
gone   beyond   that    and    said    that   in 


certain  cases  they  would  allow  tramways 
to  be  constructed,  if  at  the  expense  of  the 
company  wanting  to  run  them  certain 
improvements  were  made — certain  streets 
widened,  and  so  on — I  think  that  would 
be  reasonable  enough.  But  what  did 
happen — ^and  I  am  speaking  now  from 
my  knowledge  of  the  number  of  tram- 
way Bills  that  come  before  me  in  the 
Private  Bill  Office — was  that  the  local 
authorities — I  am  not  making  this  a 
general  assertion,  but  I  am  saying  thac 
it  constantly  happens  that  the  local  au- 
thorities, chiefly  the  small  ones,  use  this 
power  of  refusal  as  a  lever  to  extract 
terms  out  of  the  promoters — be  they 
companies  orneighbouringmunicipalities. 
The  process  has  been  to  postpone  giving 
their  consent  till  very  nearly  the  time 
when  the  Bill  had  to  be  deposited  in 
November,  and  then  to  impose  such  con- 
ditions upon  the  tramway  companies  or 
the  municipality  which  was  running  the 
tramway  out  of  their  own  district  as 
would,  in  my  opinion,  in  many  cases  be 
exceedingly  onerous  and  very  unfair. 
I  do  not  say  that  this  is  universally  the 
cas3,  by  any  means.  I  saw  a  letter  in  a 
newspaper  yesterday  which  said  that 
my  Amendment  was  unnecessary,  because 
in  one  or  two  cases  tramways  had  been 
fairly  treated.  I  am  not  for  a  moment 
denying  that,  and  I  go  further  and  say 
that,  in  most  of  the  largest  constituencies, 
probably  the  tramways  are  very  fairly 
treated,  but  there  are  cases  in  which  tliis 
power  of  withholding  consent  gives  the 
local  authorities  a  leverage  which  1  tliink 
they  exercise  in  most  cases  very  unfairly. 

Now  to  give  your  Lordships  an  idea 
of  the  conditions  that  are  exacted.  In 
the  first  place,  in  some  cases  clauses  have 
been  introduced  into  BiUs  asking  for 
payment  for  the  use  of  the  roads ;  in 
other  cases  tramway  companies  have  been 
required  to  light  the  streets,  which  is 
obviously  the  business  of  the  munici- 
pality itself;  in  other  cases  they  have 
been  required  to  widen  the  streets  where 
the  widening  was  not  required  for  purely 
tramway  purposes.  I  quite  admit  that 
widening  for  purely  tramway  purposes 
would  be  a  proper  and  legitimate  thing 
to  ask,  but  these  conditions  are  accepted 
by  the  companies  under  pressure  and 
they  are  introduced  into  Bills  as  agreed 
clauses — **  protective  clauses  *'  as  they 
are  called.    Those  clauses  areyCxceedinffW 
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difficult  for  me  to  deal  with.  They  are 
passed  by  Committees,  who  probably 
never  look  at  them,  and  then  they  come 
before  me.  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
they  are  very  difficult  to  deal  with,  be- 
cause I  am  told  on  every  occasion  **  these 
are  clauses  that  have  been  agreed  to 
and  it  is  very  hard  to  deprive  us  of  what 
we  have  obtained,"  but  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  where  1  think  the  public  interest 
is  not  rightly  protected  I  have  in  many 
cases  very  much  cut  those  clauses  about. 
For  instance, .  my  Lords,  I  never  have 
allowed  in  any  Bill  a  clause  authorising 
a  wayleave  to  be  charged  for  the  use  of 
the  roads.  It  seems  to  me  that  that  is 
altogether  contrary  to  public  policy  and 
contrary  to  the  intention  of  rarUament 
either  in  the  Standing  Orders  or  in  the 
Tramways  Act.  I  could  quote  a  number 
of  cases  of  these  conditions,  but  I  will  not 
weary  the  House  by  doing  so.  I  should 
like  to  make  one  quotation  from  a  Report 
of  the  House  of  Commons  Committee  as 
an  illustration  of  what  may  be  done. 
This  is  a  Report  on  a  Glasgow  District 
Tramways  Bm.  It  is  a  public  document 
and  therefore  I  may  quote  it — 

"The  Committee  find  the  preamhle  not 
proved,  but  they  desire  to  pat  it  on  record  that 
in  their  view  the  original  soheme  was  a  good 
one  and  calculated  to  be  of  much  service  to  the 
district,  but  it  has  been  so  mutilated  and 
loaded  with  conditions  by  the  conflicting  in- 
terests and  the  excessive  demands  of  several 
local  bodies  that  at  present  it  appears  tD  the 
Committee  to  be  wholly  unworkable  " — 

And  on  that  ground  the  scheme  was 
thrown  out,  after  costing  the  promoters 
a  very  large  sum  of  money  indeed.  My 
Lords,  yl  confess  that  it  seems  1  to  me 
exceedingly  undesirable  that  you  should 
leave  this  absolute  veto,  which  gives  a 
lever  to  the  local  authorities  for  haggling 
terms,  and  which  also  encourages  the 
tramway  companies  or  the  tramway 
promoters,  whoever  they  may  be,  to 
bribe  the  local  authorities  into  giving 
consents.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is 
absolutely  improper,  and  that  these 
schemes  should  go  to  a  Committee  to 
inquire  whether  the  consents  6i  the  local 
authorities  had  been  reasonably  or  un- 
reasonably withheld. 

My  Lords,  that  is  really  the  main 
reason  why  I  think  the  Standing  Order 
should  be  altered.  There  are  minor 
reasons :  one  which  I  referred  to  just 
now,  namely  the  difficulty  in  London 

The  Earl  of  Motley, 


itself  (but  not  exclusively  in  London)  of 
the  double  power  of  veto  of  the  road 
authority  and  the  local  authority.  I  do 
not  know  whether  I  made  myself  clear 
as  to  the  diflFerence  between  the  two,  but 
this  is  what  happens.  It  has  actually 
happened  in  London  within  the  last 
year.  A  tramway  company  got  its 
Bill  consented  to  by  one  of  the  London 
municipalities  through  whose  area  it  was 
to  run,  but  immediately  afterwards  it 
went  for  the  consent  of  the  London 
County  Council — which  was  only  re- 
motely interested,  and  only  interested 
as  the  owner  of  a  tramway  in  another 
part  of  London — and  they  refused  their 
consent.  Therefore  you  have  got  this 
curious  anomaly  that  the  London  County 
Council,  who  are  the  tramway  authoritv, 
though  not  the  road  authority,  were  able 
to  prevent  a  scheme  being  carried  into 
eflFect  which  the  local  authority  and  the 
road  authority  were  anxious  should  be 
carried  into  effect  for  the  benefit  of  their 
district. 

The  Earl  of  CARRINQTON  :  May 
I  ask  what  district  that  was  ? 

*The  Earl  of  MORLEY:  Hammer* 
smith.  The  same  conflict  arises  in  the 
case  of  county  councils.  County  councils 
are  owners  only  of  the  main  roads. 
They  are  not  owners  of  the  ordinary 
roads,  and  they  are  not  the  local  authority 
for  tramway  purposes,  but  yet  county 
councils  can  prohibit  a  tramway  going 
along  their  road  even  though  it  is  desired 
by  the  district  authority.  I  may  mentio  n 
now  that  I  have  had  on  several  occasions 
lately  clauses  introduced  into  private 
Bills  giving  the  county  councils  power 
at  the  end  of  a  specified  time  to  purchase 
tramway  undertakings.  I  have  con- 
sidered it  right,  and  shall  continue  to  do 
so  unless  the  House  alters  its  present 
legislation,  to  strike  those  clauses  out  of 
the  Bill  on  the  ground  that  the  county 
councils  are  not  tramway  authorities 
under  the  law  as  it  now  stands,  and  that 
therefore  they  have  no  right  whatever 
to  have  any  power  df  purchasing  tram- 
way undertakings. 

The  arguments,  of  course,  in  favour  of 
retaining  the  Standing  Order  as  it  is  at 
present  are  that  the  local  authority  arc 
the  best  judges  of  the  need  of  the  district ; 
that  by  the  j)o^wej^pf  absolute  veto  they 
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can  crush  any  unpopular  schemes  with- 
out the  expense  of  opposing  in  Parliament, 
and  that  they  are  unable  to  protect 
frontagers  and  to  save  them  the  expense 
of  Parliamentary  opposition.  I  quite 
admit  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  force 
in  these  arguments,  but  I  think  the  pro- 
tection to  frontagers  is  a  somewhat 
imaginary  one,  and  also  I  think  the 
question  of  the  expense  of  opposition  is 
rather  exaggerated.  In  nine  cases  out  of 
ten  the  opposition  to  tramways  is  not 
absolute;  it  is  merely  the  obtaining  of 
some  of  these  protective  clauses  to  which 
I  have  referred.  I  know  as  a  fact  that  in 
almost  all  case?  the  local  authorities  spend 
very  considerable  amounts  of  money  in 
feeing  counsel  and  agents  with  a  view  of 
seeing  those  clauses  of  the  Bill  through 
all  their  stages  in  Parliament. 

My  Lords,  I  must  apologise  for  having 
detained  the  House  so  long,  but  I  should 
like  before  I  sit  down  to  say  that  though 
I  quite  admit  that  a  great  deal  of  force 
should  be  given  to  those  arguments  in 
favour  of  retaining  the  Standing  Order 
a3  it  is,  yet  I  think  the  reasons  against  it 
are  still  stronger.  My  reasons,  if  I  may 
be  allowed  to  recapitulate  them,  are 
these:  that  it  is  not  theoretically  right 
that  anyone  or  any  body  of  persons 
should  have  an  absolute  power  of  veto 
and  should  be  able  to  prevent  a  scheme 
coming  in  any  shape  before  Parliament 
against  their  will ;  that  it  is  against  the 
principles  of  modern  legislation,  especially 
against  the  principles  of  the  Light  Rail- 
way Act ;  that  it  is  not  right  for  a  rival 
proprietor  (as  it  is  in  the  case  of  large 
municipalities)  to  have  the  power  of 
absolutely  stopping  any  rivals  from 
coming  into  the  field ;  that  there  is  an 
inconvenience  in  the  double  veto  of  the 
road  authority  and  the  local  authority, 
and,  above  all,  that  it  is  not  expedient 
or  in  the  public  interests  that  you  should 
give  to  the  local  authorities  such  a  strong 
power  of  exacting  conditions  that  may 
be  very  onerous  upon  an  important 
national  industry,  and  also  that  you 
should  encourage  the  promoters  of  these 
undertakings  to  bribe  the  local  autho- 
rities in  some  way  or  other.  When  I 
use  the  word  **  bribe,"  I  desire  distinctly 
to  explain  that  I  do  not  mean  money 
bribe ;  I  mean  bribing  by  offering  some 
advantage  in  order  to  get  the  consent 

f>f  the  local  authority.  _^ 


One  cure  for  this  is,  as  I  said  before, 
for  the  Standing  Orders  Committee  to 
have  greater  power  of  dispensing  with 
this  Standing  Order  than  it  has  at 
present,  and  for  the  reasons  I  have  given 
I  do  not  think  that  is  advantageous. 
Another  and  a  more  heroic  plan  would 
be  a  complete  alteration  of  our  tramway 
legislation  and  an  amendment  of  the 
tramway  law,  giving  the  Board  of  Trade 
greater  powers  of  making  Provisional 
Orders.  I  am  not  sure  that  it  is  not 
well  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  His 
Majesty's  Government — and  also  to 
bring  it  somewhat  more  into  line  with 
the  light  railway  legislation,  which  at 
present  is  really  absurdly  inconsistent 
with  tramway  legislation.  I  merely 
throw  out  these  suggestions  for  con- 
sideration by  His  Majesty's  Government. 
In  the  motion  which  I  had  on  the  Paper 
I  resorted  to  what  seemed  to  me  the 
simplest  and  the  easiest  method  of  getting 
rid  of  the  evils  which  I  have  endeavoured 
to  explain  to  the  House.  As  I  have  said 
before,  I  have  dropped  the  motion  because 
I  see  no  indication  of  its  being  taken  up 
in  another  place,  and  it  would  be  useless 
to  take  it  up  in  this  House  unless  it.  was 
taken  up  in  the  other  House  as  well  ; 
but  I  feel  very  strongly  about  it,  and  if  I 
get  any  sympathy  here  or  elsewhere  I 
shall  be  very  glad  to  reintroduce  the 
matter. 

I  thought  it  was  due  to  the  House  and 
also  to  myself  to  explain  the  position  in 
which  I  stand  with  regard  to  this  matter, 
and  the  reason  why  I  have  left  the  motion 
for  so  many  months  without  naming  a 
day  for  its  consideration'^on  the  Paper  of 
your  Lordships. 

IRISH    LAND   PURCHASE— RECOMMEN- 
DATIONS  OF  THE  FRY  COMMISSION. 

The  Duke  of  ABERCORN,  in  address- 
ing to  His  Majesty's  Government  the 
following  questions — 

(1)  What  recommendations  of  the  Fry 
Commission  have  been  adopted  since 
3rd  May,  1899  ; 

(2)  Wliat  recommendations  have  not  been 
adopted. 

^3)  What    recommendations    could    not    be 

adopted,  without  new  legislation  ; 

(4;  Wliat  objections  are  entertained  by  the 

existing  tribunals  to  recommendations 

which  they  have  so  far    refused  to 

adopt ; 

(5)  Whether,  and  in  what  way,  the  average 

prices  of  Irish  agricultural  produce  and 
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stock  (as  annually  published  by  the 
Land  Commission,  and  now  published 
by  the  Department  of  Agriculture)  are 
considered  and  t^en  into  account  in 
in  the  fixing*of  judicial  rents ; 
(6)  Whether,  in  determining  the  fair  rent  of 
a  holding,  pursuant  to  the  provisions 
of  Section  8  of  the  Land  Law  (Ire- 
land) Act,  there  are  any  (and,  if  so, 
what)  "circumstances  of  the  case, 
holding,  and  district"  (other  than 
thab  specified  in  Sectbn  8,  Sub-sec- 
tion 10)  which  the  Land  Commission 
do  not  take  into  account ;  and  what 
are  their  reasons  for  refusing  to  take 
same  into  account ; 

said  :  My  Lords,  in  the  few  remarks 
which  I  am  about  to  make  I  do  not 
intend  to  make  any  personal  attack  on 
any  members  of  the  Land  Commission 
in  Ireland,  for  there  are  members  of  that 
Commission  who  have  performed  their 
work  faithfully  and  loyally.  My  com- 
plaints are  against  the  system  and  mode 
of  administration,  and  it  is  with  regret 
that  I  feel  myself  obliged  once  more  to 
call  your  Lordships*  attention  to  the 
Report  and  recommendations  of  the 
Fry  Commission.  I  assure  your  Lord- 
ships that  it  is  not  a  pleasure  for  me  to 
do  so ;  it  is  a  necessity ;  it  is  an  obliga- 
tion ;  I  only  do  it  because  I  feel  how 
just  are  the  complaints  of  Irish  land- 
owners at  the  meagre  character  of  the 
efforts  which  have  hitherto  been  made, 
either  by  His  Majesty's  Government  or 
by  the  tribunals  who  are  responsible  for 
the  proper  administration  of  the  Irish 
Land  Acts,  to  endeavour  to  remedy  the 
extraordinary  defects  in  the  procedure, 
practice,  and  methods  of  valuation  here- 
tofore adopted  by  those  tribunals,  and 
which  were  unanimously  condemned  in 
the  remarkable  Report  presented  to  Par 
liament  by  the  Fry  Commissioners 
nearly  three  and  a  half  years  ago. 

I  have  already  brought  this  subject 
under  your  Lordships'  notice  on  two 
occasions— on  the  28th  July,  1898, 
and  the  27th  April  1899— and  it  was 
brought  up  on  a  third  occasion  by  my 
noble  friend  Lord  Clonbrock,  on  the  9th 
July,  1900.  It  has  also  been  several 
times  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  Speaking  in  general 
terms,  the  replies  which  have  been  made 
by  the  Government  have  been  of  a  four- 
fold character.  We  have  been  told,- 
firstly,  that  the  Government  have  no 
power  to  re(iuire  the  Land  Commission  to 

The  Duke  of  Ahercorn. 


adopt  any  of  the  recommendations  of 
the  Fry  Commission,  or  to  reform  their 
procedure  in  any  way;  secondly,  that 
the  Land  Commission  do  not  approve 
of  some  of  the  Fry  Commission  recom- 
mendations, and  will  not  adopt  them; 
thirdly,  that  they  have  adopted,  wholly 
or  partly,  certain  recommendations  of 
which  they  approve  ;  and  fourthly,  that 
there  are  some  recommendations  which 
could  not  be  adopted  without  fresh 
legislation. 

My  Lords,  it  is  no  doubt  true  that  the 
Government  have,  technically  speaking, 
no  control  over  the  procedure  of  the 
Irish  Land  Commission  ;  but  it  is  alfio 
true,  not  technically,  but  absolutely, 
that  the  Fry  Commission  Report  is  the 
most  sweeping  and  wholesale  condemna- 
tion which  has  ever  been  pronounced  by 
a  Royal  Commission  upon  the  procedure 
and  administration  of  any  public  depart- 
ment in  the  United  Kingdom.  In  the 
face  of  this  fact  I  deny  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  entitled  to  disclaim  responsi- 
bility for  the  continuance  of  a  system 
which  has  been  so  strongly  condemned 
by  a  commission  of  their  own  appoint- 
ing, and  which  was  exceptionally  well 
qualified  to  form  an  accurate  judgment. 
Speaking  on  this  subject  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  15th  July,  1898,  Mr, 
Arnold-Forster  (who  now  is  a  member  of 
the  Government,  and  who  has  always 
been  a  most  independent  Member  of  Par- 
liament) describ^  the  Report  in  these 
terms.    He  said  : —  -h 

"It  is  a  fact  that-,  at  this  moment  in  the 
United  Kingdom  there  is  a  miscarriage  of 
justice  so  great  and  so  palpahle  that  if  such  ft 
thing  were  to  occur  in  connection  with  a  county 
court,  or  a  sessions  court,  in  Great  BritaiD> 
there  would  be  something  like  a  revolutioo." 

The  opinion  thus  expressed  by  Mr. 
Arnold-Forster  would,  I  believe,  bo 
almost  universal  if  the  English  public 
could  only  be  induced  to  make  them- 
selves acquainted  with  this  report,  acd 
the  evidence  on  which  it  was  founded. 
Holding  the  same  views  myself,  I  deny 
that  the  Land  Commission  are  entitled 
to  continue  to  pursue  any  of  the  methods 
which  have  been  so  strongly  and  so 
justly  condemned  merely  because  they— 
the  authors  of  them— do  not  approve 
of  the  remedies  proposed  by  the  Fry 
Commission.  That  Commission,  how- 
ever competent,   made  no  claim  to  be 
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m&llible;  but  the  tribunal  that  objects 
to  take  their  advice  is  bound  to  for- 
mulate, and  give  a  fair  trial,  to  alterna- 
tire  proposals,  instead  of  merely  allowing 
eiistingabuses  to  continue  unabated.  As 
to  recommendations  or  reforms  which 
have  been  adopted,  and  as  to  those  which 
require  fresh  legislation,  I  shall  have 
something  to  say  when  dealing  with  each 
of  the  questions  which  stand  in  my 
name  on  the  paper. 

On  the  27th  April,  1899,  I  asked  the 
Government  (1)  what  alterations  in 
procedure  had  been  already  adopted ; 
(2)  what  further  alterations  had  been 
decided  upon  ;  and  (3)  when  would 
statutory  rules  be  published  to  give 
effect  to  those  alterations.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  short  discussion  which 
then  took  place  my  noble  and  learned 
friend  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland, 
who  is  always  most  gracious  and  obliging 
on  these  occasions,  was  good  enough  to 
obtain  for  my  noble  friend  Lord  Mayo, 
on  3rd  May,  1899,  a  memorandum  and 
file  of  papers  from  the  Irish  Land  Com- 
mission, containing  very  full  particulars 
of  any  reforms  or  alterations  in  procedure 
which  had  been  adopted  up  to  that  date. 
In  the  first  question  on  the  paper  I 
have  therefore  only  asked  for  particulars 
of  any  reforms  that  have  been  adopted 
between  the  3rd  May,  1899,  and  the 
present  time. 

The  first  reform  on  the  schedule 
furnished  by  the  Land  Commission  in 
May,  1899,  related  to  new  instructions 
for  court  valuers  in  cases  of  appeals.  I 
am  informed  that  these  are  good  in 
themselves,  but  that  in  the  opinion  of 
land  valuers  of  the  greatest  experience 
the  inspection  by  court  valuers  con- 
tinues to  be  of  more  than  doubtful  value 
as  an  independent  valuation,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  they  are  still  furnished 
^ith  the  pink  schedule,  containing  full 
particulars  of  the  conclusions  previously 
arrived  at  by  the  sub-commissioners, 
and  that  they  do  not  attend  the  court  at 
the  re-hearing  (when  the  evidence  then 
given  might  qualify  their  opinions), 
and  are  not  therefore  examined  on  the 
evidence,  either  by  the  court  or  by  the 
parties.  The  Fry  Commission  showed 
that  there  was  a  strong  temptation  to 
them  under  such  a  system  to  save  them 
selves  trouble  by  simply  copying  the 
conclusions  pf    the    sub-commissioners. 


This  temptation  still  produces  this  result, 
for  a  case  has  been  mentioned  to  me 
in  which  the  sub-commissioners  had 
reported  that  a  holding  lay  north  and 
south  of  the  railway  from  Drogheda  to 
Dundalk,  instead  of  east  and  west,  and 
the  court  valuers  adopted  the  blunder 
in  their  so-called  independent  report. 

The  second  reform  that  has  been 
adopted  is  that  the  judicial  commissioner 
from  time  to  time  gives  directions  to 
have  reports  of  important  legal  decisions 
printed  and  circulated  amongst  the 
members  and  staff  of  the  Land  Com- 
mission. This  is  an  excellent  step,  but 
it  would  be  more  satisfactory  if  a  list 
of  such  cases  were  published,  and  the 
'  public  allowed  to  obtain  copies  of  these 
!  decisions.  Attention  should  then  be 
called  to  any  important  decisions  that 
,  have  been  overlooked. 
I  The  third  reform  consisted  in  reverting 
to  the  old  system  (which  had  been  tem- 
porarily abandoned)  of  informing  the 
parties  of  the  result  of  the  court  valuers* 
inspection,  and  enabling  them  to  obtain 
copies  of  their  report.  This,  of  course, 
facilitates  negotiations  for  an  agreement 
between  the  parties  wherever  such  is 
possible,  but  it  has  no  bearing  on  the 
procedure  of  the  Land  Commission  in  any 
other  respect. 

Fourthly,  the  Land  Commission  pre- 
scribed an  alternative  form  of  procedure, 
intended  to  induce  the  parties  to  adopt 
a  sort  of  short  cut  to  the  fixing  of  a 
judicial  rent ;  but  the  method  proposed 
appears  to  have  found  little  favour,  and 
there  is  no  prospect  of  its  being  largely 
adopted. 

Fifthly,  either  party  has  been  enabled, 
for  a  small  fee,  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the 
Pink  Schedule  relating  to  the  case.  Thin 
again  is  useful  in  negotiations  between 
the  parties,  and  in  considering  whether 
an  appeal  should  be  lodged. 

Sixthly,  new  forms  of  the  Pink 
Schedule,  suitable  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Irish  Local  Government  Act  of  1808, 
have  been  provided,  but  in  other  respects 
they  are  practically  the  same  as  the  Pink 
Schedule  previously  in  use. 

The  seventh  reform  was  one  from 
which  much  good  might  have  been 
expected.  It  consisted  in  prescribing  a 
course  of  examination  for  lay  Assistant- 
Commissioners,  but  it  was  limited  to  new 
candidates,  and  is  not  apphcd  to  candi- 
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dates  who  may  seek  to  be  re-appointed 
on  the  expiration  of  any  term  for  which 
they  may  have  been  already  employed. 
The  examination  papers  show  that  a 
considerable  acquaintance  is  required 
with  the  use  of  the  instruments  employed 
for  land  surveying.  But  will  it  be 
believed  that  the  Land  Commission 
possess  no  such  instruments,  and  that 
the  Sub-commissioners  are  never  known 
to  employ  them  1  Again,  I  am  informed 
that  there  is  no  practical  examination 
whatever  in  the  principles  of  land  valua- 
tion, which  is,  of  course,  the  most  im- 
portant subject  of  all.  Indeed,  I  am  told 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  land  valuers  of 
great  experience,  the  examination  could 
be  passed  by  mere  book  students,  whose 
practical  acquaintance  with  the  principles 
and  methods  of  land  valuation  would  not 
enable  them  to  make  anything  like  an 
accurate  valuation  of  land  of  any  de- 
scription. I  could  hardly  find  stronger 
proof  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  these 
candidates  having  a  thorough  know- 
ledge of  land  valuation  than  by  telling 
your  Lordships  that  in  the  new  instruc- 
tions to  Court  Valuers,  to  which  I  have 
already  referred,  we  find  a  paragraph  in 
these  words — 

"The  land  should  be  valued  as  if  in  fair 
normal  condition,  and  not  according  to  any 
exceptional  or  temporary  condition,  whether 
resulting  from  high  cultivation  or  deteriora- 
tion." 

I  venture  to  say  that  none  but  valuers  of 
the  greatest  practical  experience  could 
attempt  to  make  a  valuation  upon  these 
principles  with  any  approach  to  accuracy. 
And,  my  Lords,  who  are  the  present 
valuers  ?  I  hope  the  noble  Lord  in  the 
course  of  his  reply  will  be  able  to  give  that 
information. 

The  eighth  reform  so  far  adopted  was  a 
return  to  the  old  system,  under  which 
two  lay  Sub-commissioners  were  asso- 
ciated with  eacli  legal  Sub-commissioner, 
and  each  holding  was  inspected  by  two 
lay  Sub-commissioners.  This  method  is, 
of  course,  indispensable,  but  it  could 
do  little  of  itself  to  secure  trustworthy 
results  unless  other  important  defects 
in  the  system  as  a  whole  were  also 
remedied. 

The  ninth  and  last  of  the  changes 
introduced  prior  to  the  3rd  May,  1899, 
consisted  in  requiring  the  tenant  in  some 
cases,  and  the  landlord  in  all  cases,  to 
serve  notice  on  the  other  side  of  certain 
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improvements  if  it  was  intended  to  claim 
any.  It  is  comparatively  easy  for  a 
tenant  to  do  this,  for  in  almost  every  case 
he  knows  what  improvements  were  made 
on  his  holding,  and  whether  or  to  what 
extent  they  were  made  by  the  tenant  or 
by  the  landlord.  The  landlord,  on  the 
other  hand,  knows  little  or  nothing  in 
many  cases  of  the  origin  or  history  of 
these  improvements,  for  prior  to  1881 
there  was  nothing  in  the  law  to  make  it 
desirable  or  necessary  for  him  to  keep 
any  record  respecting  them  for  his  own 
protection.  When,  therefore,  it  was 
decided  that  cross  notices  should  be 
served  by  each  party  on  any  branch  of 
this  question  it  would  have  been  only  fair 
that  any  notices  required  to  be  given 
by  the  landlord  to  the  tenant  should  also 
be  required  to  be  given  by  the  tenant 
to  the  landlord.  The  procedure,  however, 
has  been  so  framed  as  to  make  it  as 
favourable  as  possible  to  the  tenant  and 
as  difficult  as  possible  for  the  landlord. 
It  would  be  interesting  if  we  could  be 
given  some  intelligible  reason  for  the 
procedure  being  one-sided. 

On  th*e  whole,  my  Lords,  it  will  be  seen 
that  these  changes  or  reforms  have  done 
and  can  do  but  little  to  make  the  proce- 
dure and  valuations  of  the  Land  Com- 
mission more  uniform  or  less  unintel- 
ligible ;  and  this  brings  me  to  the  second 
question  which  I  have  placed  on  the 
Paper,  as  to  recommendations  of  the  Fry 
Commission  which  have  not  been  adopted. 
Speaking  generally,  I  may  say  that  these 
non-adopted  recommendations  include 
all  the  reforms  which  were  recommended 
by  the  Fry  Commission  with  the  object 
of  securing  uniformity  of  practice,  or  of 
valuations,  or  of  making  the  rent-fixing 
tribunals  less  one-sided  in  their  composi- 
tion, or  of  removing  what  the  Com- 
missioners so  truthfully  described  as 
*'  the  almost  universal  dissatisfaction " 
with  the  procedure  in  appeals. 

My  Lords,  I  ask  why  have  all  these 
most  important  and  far-reaching  recom- 
mendations been  rejected  or  ignored  1 
There  is  no  dispute,  I  believe,  as  to  the 
existence  of  the  abuses  and  evils  which 
they  were  proposed  to  mitigate  or 
remedy.  Are  we  to  be  told  that  these 
abuses  and  evils  must  continue  because 
the  Land  Commission  do  not  approve  of 
the  remedies  proposed  for  them  %  Is 
there  no  obligation  on  the  Land  Corn- 
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mission  to  propose  and  give  a  trial  to 
other  remedies  if  they  do  ndt  like  those 
proposed  by  the  Fry  Commission  1  Is 
there  no  obligatioli  on  His  Majesty's 
Government  to  insist  that  at  least  some 
serious  effort  must  be  made  to  do  justice, 
or  to  prevent  injustice  1 

I  should  weary  your  Lordships  if  I 
attempted  to  deal  in  any  detail  with 
those  rejected  recommendations.  I 
must  content  myself  with  simply  men- 
tioning a  few,  to  which  I  attach  great 
importance,  with  the  object  of  showing 
their  reasonable  and  practical  character. 
For  instance,  the  Fry  Commission  recom- 
mend that  more  detailed  instructions 
should  be  given  to  sub-commissioners,  to 
guide  them  on  difficult  questions,  and  to 
remove  the  prevailing  **  diversity  of 
opinion  and  of  practice " ;  that,  in 
fixing  second-term  rents,  evidence  of 
what  was  done  at  the  fixing  of  the  first- 
terra  rent  should  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration, especially  as  regards  improve- 
ments and  the  rate  of  interest  placed  on 
their  value  ;  that,  in  the  Pink  Schedule, 
in  order  to  negative  the  tendency  to  . 
allow  illegally  for  an  occupation  interest,  ■ 
there  should  be  a  direction  to  state  the  | 
annual  value  on  the  assumption  that  the 
holding  is  in  the  landlord's  hands  (an 
eminently  logical  and  reasonable  pro- 
posal, because  Section  1  of  the  Act  of  1896 
requires  them  to  state  the  fair  rent,  on 
the  assumption  that  all  improvements 
on  the  holdiing  had  been  made  or  acquired 
by  the  landlord) ;  that  drains  and  fences 
allowed  should  be  indicated  on  the  large- 
scale  Ordnance  map  when  possible ;  that 
when  an  annual  sum  is  allowed  in  respect 
of  improvements,  it  should  be  stated 
whether  the  charge  is  to  be  permanent 
or  to  terminate  at  a  given  time ;  that 
court  valuers  should  be  a  separate 
My  of  officials,  distinct  from  sub-com- 
raissioners ;  that  they  should  not  be 
furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  Pink 
^hedule,  but  only  with  a  map  and 
description  of  the  holding ;  that  their 
report  (to  be  independent)  should  be 
made  in  ignorance  of  the  findings  of  the 
<^rt  below;  that  they  should  attend 
the  court  in  appeals,  should  act  as 
assessors  to  the  Land  Commission,  and 
he  liable  to  be  examined  by  them  ;  and 
that  there  should  be  a  judicial  definition 
or  explanation  of  the  words  **  fair  rent." 

My  Lords,  I  await  with  interest  the 


reply  to  my  third  question,  as  to  the 
recommendations  of  the  Fry  Commission 
which  could  not  be  adopted  without 
fresh  legislation.  I  have  heard  on  good 
legal  authority  that  they  are  very  ftnv, 
and  embrace  hardly  any  of  the  importiint 
recommendations  which  I  have  ju.st 
described. 

I  look  with  even  gre^iter  interest  for 
information  on  my  fourth  question,  as  to 
the  objections  entertained  by  the  existing 
tribunals  to  the  recommendations  which 
have  not  been  adopted,  especially  to  those 
which  I  have  just  mentioned  as  especially 
important  and  valuable. 

My  fifth  question  deals  with  the 
average  prices  of  Irish  agricultural  j)ro- 
duce  and  stock,  as  officially  published 
every  year  by  the  Land  Commission  from 
1881  to  1899,  and  now  published  by  the 
Irish  Department  of  Agriculture.  These 
figures,  my  Lord?,  have  long  been  col- 
lected at  great  public  expense.  I  desire 
to  know  whether  any  and  what  use  is 
made  of  them  in  fixing  judicial  rents, 
especially  because  they  in  no  way  justify 
the  enormous  reductions  which  the  Land 
Commission  have  been  making  in  second- 
term  judicial  rents  during  the  last  four 
or  five  years.  It  is  generally  believed 
that  no  attention  whatever  is  paid  to 
these  prices  by  either  the  sub-commis- 
sioners, the  court  valuers,  or  the  chief 
commissioners ;  and  yet,  if  properly 
applied,  and  coupled  with  figures  showing 
the  fluctuations  in  the  cost  of  production, 
they  ought  to  be  of  the  most  material 
assistance  in  revising  at  the  present  time 
any  rent  that  had  been  fixed,  judicially 
or  otherwise,  since  1881. 

As  regards  my  sixth  question,  I  gave 
private  notice  to  His  Majesty's  (Govern- 
ment that  I  chiefly  desired  information 
as  to  whether  the  element  of  fair  com- 
petition or  market  value,  and  the  fluctua- 
tions in  the  cost  of  production  are  re- 
garded, and  taken  into  account  (and, 
if  so,  in  what  way)  as  ""  circumstances 
of  the  case,  holding  and  district  "  in 
fixing  judicial  rents.  The  Land  Com- 
mission, in  collecting  the  prices  of  af^ri- 
cultural  products  and  stock  appear  to 
have  ignored  the  prices  of  items  which 
are  required  for  the  production  of  those 
products  and  stock.  It  would  l;e  inte- 
resting to  know  why  this  is  the  case, 
and  whether  anything  can  he  done  to 
obtain  these  important  additional  figures, 
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both  for  each  year  of  the  period  since 
1881,  and  for  each  year  in  future.  The 
cost  of  production  is  manifestly  a  *'  cir- 
cumstance "  of  every  "  case,  holding, 
and  district,"  and  so  are  the  prices  of 
agricultural  products  and  stock.  Under 
Section  8  of  the  Land  Act  of  1881  it 
would  seem,  therefore,  that  both  these 
elements  ought  to  be  considered  in 
fixing  judicial  rents.  As  to  fair  com- 
petition value,  it  is  manifest  that  in 
almost  every  case,  at  the  time  when  the 
tenancy  was  first  created,  the  rental 
value  of  the  holding  in  the  local  market, 
arising  from  the  laws  of  supply  and 
demand,  must  have  been  a  **  circum- 
stance of  the  case,  holding,  and  district," 
and  would  be  found  to  be  such  a  *'  circum- 
stance "  at  any  time  afterwards  if  (1)  the 
holding  came  back  into  the  landlord's 
hands,  or  if  (2)  the  tenant  were  selling 
his  interest  in  the  holding.  In  fixing 
a  fair  rent  it  would  seem,  therefore,  to 
be  the  duty  of  the  court  to  put  a  fair 
value  on  this  market  or  competition 
value,  and  to  give  the  benefit  of  it  to  the 
landlord.  If  this  is  done  I  wish  to  ask 
how  it  is  shown  or  indicated  in  the 
Pink  Schedule.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  the  element  of  competition  is  entirely 
excluded,  it  would  seem  to  follow  that 
the  court  fixes  not  a  fair  rent  but  a  low 
rent,  and  thereby  gives  the  sitting  tenant 
the  benefit  of  an  occupation  interest, 
which  has  been  held  to  be  illegal.  I  am 
informed  that  in  a  case,  Markey  v.  Gos- 
ford,  the  Land  Commission  actually 
decided  that  competition  value  must  be 
entirely  left  out  of  the  account.  If  this 
is  their  general  practice,  it  is  very  easy  to 
account  for  the  enormous  reductions 
they  make  in  rents.  I  should  like  to  ask 
English  and  Scottish  landlords  what 
their  rents  would  be  if  it  was  assumed 
that  there  was  no  demand  for  their 
lands.  It  seems  to  me  that  on  such  an 
assumption  the  fair  rent  should  be  simply 
whatever  the  sitting  tenant  might  be 
pleased  to  fix  for  himself.  In  Ireland 
we  have  been  legislated  into  something 
very  like  that  position,  and  yet  some 
people  say  there  has  been  no  confiscation. 

My  Lords,  this  whole  subject  is,  1 
know,  highly  technical,  and  not  an  easy 
one  to  present  in  an  attractive  form,  but 
I  bring  it  forward  under  a  sense  of  justice 
and  of  public  duty,  and  I  appeal,  not  so 
much   perhaps   on   behalf  of   wealthier 
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landlords  in  Ireland,  but  of  those  poorer 
ones  who  are  being  every  day  deprived  of 
their  properties  and  driven  out  of  their 
homes.  What  we  want  to  see  is  that 
these  Land  Acts  are  fairly  and  properly 
administered,  and  to  know  the  grounds 
and  reasons  why  rents  are  reduced.  I 
can  only  add  that,  if  these  Acts  were 
applied  to  England,  public  opinion  would 
insist  on  their  being  administered  in  an 
intelligible  manner.  I  do  hope,  my 
Lords,  that  we  shall  receive  a  satisfactory 
answer  or  answers  from  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  the  Lord  Chancellor  of 
Ireland,  because  if  such  answers  do  not 
seem  satisfactory  to  us,  I  shall  feel  bound 
to  ask  your  Lordships  for  a  Committee 
of  your  Lordships'  House  to  inquire  into 
the  matters  which  are  contained  in  my 
questions.  I  beg  now  to  ask  His  Majesty's 
Government  the  six  questions  which 
stand  in  my  name  on  the  Paper. 

*LoRD  CLONBROCK  :  My  Lords,  at 
this  very  late  period  of  the  evening  I 
would  certainly  not  trouble  the  House 
with  any  remarks,  but  as  I  brought 
practically  the  same  question  before  the 
House  last  year,  I  rise  just  to  express 
the  hope  that  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  on  the  Front  Bench  may  be  able  to 
give  us  rather  fuller  information  than  he 
did  on  the  previous  occasion.  My  noble 
and  learned  friend,  in  reply  to  several 
questions  I  put  to  him,  stated  that  the 
Land  Commission  did  not  agree  with  the 
Fry  Commission,  and  therefore  did  not 
approve  of  these  recommendations.  But, 
my  Lords,  we  should  like  to  know,  not 
only  why  they  did  not  approve  these 
recommendations,  but  as  these  recom- 
mendations were  made  in  the  Report  of  a 
very  strong  Commission  in  consequence 
of  some  defect  in  procedure  or  existing 
grievances,  and  also  commend  themselves 
to  many  people  who  have  had  great 
experience  in  the  working  of  the  Land 
Acts,  we  wish  to  know  why,  if  they  did 
not  approve  of  these  precise  rex^ommenda- 
tions,they  have  not  adopted  any  analogous 
regulations  which  might  do  away  with 
the  grievances  which  the  Fry  Commis- 
sion deemed  to  exist. 

There  are  several  points  which  I  should 
like  to  bring  before  your  Lordships,  but 
it  is  far  too  late  now  to  enter  upon  them. 
I  will  only  mention  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant, and  that  is  pne  that  has  been 
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alluded  to  by  my  noble  friend,  namely, 
the  definition  of  fair  rent.  On  the  last 
occasion  my  noble  and  learned  friend 
stated  that  the  Land  Commissioli  were 
unable  to  accept  the  definition  given  by 
the  Fry  Commission,  and  he  gave  reasons 
for  it  based  on  the  judgment  of  Sir  James 
Meredith  in  a  well-known  case  of  Ripley 
p.  Macnaghten,  and  also  a  judgment  of 
Lord  Justice  Eitzgibbon  on  the  ground, 
first,  that  the  words  ''  in  the  landlord's 
hands  "  were  not  in  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  secondly,  that  it  would  be 
proceeding  on  a  false  assumption  that  it 
was  in  the  landlord's  hands,  when  the 
land  must  necessarily  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  occupying  tenant.  This  answer 
creat<Hl  considerable  perplexity  in  my 
mind  at  that  time,  and  in  the  mind  of 
everybody  else  to  whom  I  have  spoken 
since.  If  the  position  of  the  occupying 
tenant  differs  so  much  from  that  of  the 
new  tenant,  it  seems  clear  that  the  occu- 
pying tenant  must  hold  and  possess  some 
right,  interest,  or  title  which  the  new 
tenant  has  not,  and  to  the  ordinary  lay 
mind  it  is  impossible  to  distinguish  that 
from  the  occupation  interest,  which  the 
Land  Commission  have  pronounced  to  be 
iUepl,  and  not  to  be  taken  into  account 
in  fixing  a  fair  rent.  I  do  hope  that  the 
noUe  and  learned  Lord  will  be  able  to 
point  out  some  distinction  between  these 
two  things,  and  it  is  most  important  that 
this  should  be  done,  for,  at  the  present 
^e,  everybody  is  surprised  at  the  re- 
ductions of  rent  which  are  taking  place, 
reductions  which  they  think  cannot  be 
justified  by  any  fall  in  prices,  for  the 
period  of  fifteen  years  from  now  would 
commence  after  the  gr^t  fall  in  prices. 
There  has  been  no  great  fall  in  the  price 
of  agricultural  stock  since  the  com- 
mencement of  that  period,  and  therefore 
they  are  of  opinion  that,  in  some  shape 
or  form,  the  occupation  interest  or  some- 
thing akin  is  still  taken  into  account  in 
filing  the  rent.  We  do  not  ask  these  ques- 
tions out  of  simple  curiosity  or  from  any 
desire  to  embarrass  the  Land  Commis- 
sion, but  in  the  interests  of  all  people 
concerned  in  the  matter  of  Ireland. 
There  are  many  people  of  small  means 
who  are  losing  the  means  of  existence 
irom  the  way  their  rents  are  pared  down, 
and  they  do  think  that  they  have  a  right 
to  have  an  account  of  the  reasons  for 
which  this  is|[4one. 


The  Earl  of  KILMOREY  :  I,  like  the 
noble  and  the  learned  Lord  who  has  just 
sat  down,  will  not  venture  to  occupy 
your  Lordships'  attention  for  many 
minutes  at  this  late  hour,  but  I  should 
like,  with  your  Lordships'  permission, 
to  say  a  few  words  not  orJy  in  support 
and  in  sympathy  with  the  noble  Duke  in 
all  he  said  in  drawing  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  state  of  affairs^that  coild  not 
possibly  exist  in  any  other  part  of  His 
Majesty's  dominions  except  Ireland,  but 
because  I  am  going  to  venture  to  intro- 
duce quite  a  new  light  on  the  argument, 
and  that  is,  although  I  quite  understand 
all  the  difficulties  and  complaints  that 
arise  with  reference  to  the  working  of  the 
Land  Act  of  1881,  I  go  so  far  as  to  say 
why  should  not  they  be  all  removed  by 
one  perfectly  clean  sweep,  namely,  the 
repeal  of  the  said  Act.  We  all  know  that 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  who  is  going 
to  answer  these  questions  was  not 
enamoured  of  that  Act  when  it  was 
brought  in,  and  I  remember  the  attitude 
that  he  took  upat'thattime,  and  I  hope 
the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  we  shall 
see  him  rejoicing  at  its  decease  and  burial. 
The  Act  was  brought  forward  at  a  time 
when  the  state  of  Ireland  gave  the 
Government  of  the  day  a  great  deal  of 
anxiety.  The  circumstances  were  then 
exceptional,  and  therefore  they  led  to 
legislation  also  of  an  exceptional  cha- 
racter ;  but  twenty  years  have  elapsed, 
and  the  state  of  Ireland  is  not  now  what 
it  was  then.  The  object  with  which 
the  Act  was  passed — namely,  the  fixing 
of  fair  rents — has  practically  been  gained, 
and  I  may  say  that  if  a  tenant  has  not 
been  able  to  take  advantage  of  the  facili- 
ties of  that  Act  to  get  his  rent  fixed  fair 
in  twenty  years,  he  does  not  deserve 
any  further  consideration,  and  if  the 
members  of  this  Land  Commission 
Court  have  not  been  able  to  complete 
their  labours  within  twenty  years,  really 
I  think  I  am  justified  in  saying  that 
they  no  longer  deserve  to  put  the  country 
to  the  enormous  expense  which  it  at 
present  has  to  bear  through  the  con- 
stitution of  this  court.  Perhaps  your 
Lordships  are  not  aware,  though  many 
us  are,  that  it  costs  the  country  over 
£120,000  a  year  to  keep  that  court 
going,  and  what  for  1  Merely  now  to 
pare  down  rents  that  have  been  already 
•  ared   down    on  a  basis  which,^  as  the 
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late  Lord  Dundreary  said,  **  no  fellah 
can  understand."  I  hope  your  Lord- 
ships will  forgive  me  for  intruding  at 
this  moment,  and  I  hope  that  before  long 
some  intimation  will  be  made  that  there 
will  be  some  finality  to  an  Act  which 
was  brought  in  in  1881,  of  which  I 
believe  one  or  more  eminent  statesmen 
declared  that  it  was  only  a  modus 
vivendh  having  in  their  minds  some 
still  larger  and  more  comprehensive 
scheme  for  facilitating  the  transfer  of 
land  from  their  tenants  to  the  occupiers. 

*The  lord  chancellor  of  IRE- 
LAND (Lord  Ashbourne)  :  My  Lords, 
no  doubt  what  the  noble  Lord  who  has 
just  sat  down  has  said  represents  a  very 
common  idea,  but  I  do  not  thnk  it 
is  a  very  practical  one— that  it  would 
be  very  pleasant  and  satisfactory  at 
once  to  bring  in  an  Act  of  Parliament 
repealing  the  Act  of  1881  and  all  similar 
legislation.  That  is  not  what  I  call 
a  feasible  or  practical  suggestion.  I  do 
not  pretend  for  a  moment  that  I  have 
changed  my  views  in  respect  of  this 
legislation,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that 
the  feeling  of  dislike  and  distaste  of  that 
legislation  colours  all  the  views  which 
are  entertained  with  reference  to  the 
Fry  Commission,  and  therefore  it  leads 
to  a  critical  and  suspicious  state  of  mind 
in  reference  to  every  speech  that  is 
made  from  this  bench  upon  the  matter. 

Now,  my  Lords,  it  is  a  curious  fate  that 
puts  me,  who  have  spoken  so  much  against 
the  Act  of  1881  in  another  place,  to  have 
to  answer  questions  in  reference  to  this 
matter.  I  have  never  changed  a  single 
view  that  I  ever  expressed  or  receded 
from  a  single  proposition  that  I  ever 
uttered,  but  I  have  to  look  at  the  thing 
from  the  practical  and  reasonable  stand- 
point. The  legislation  represents  what 
is  now  the  law  of  the  land.  It  must  be 
fairly  administered,  and  we  must  apply 
our  minds  to  understanding  what  is 
reasonable  and  what  is  proper  in  reference 
to  all  proposals  made  on  the  subject. 

With  reference  to  the  Fry  Commission, 
this  is  *' the  fourth  time  of  asking."  I 
think  it  is  the  fourth  time  at  this  Table 
that  I  have  been  called  upon  to  make 
speeches  of  more  or  less  length  in  reference 
to  the  Fry  Commission  and  its  recom- 
mendations. Well,  I  am  not  going  to 
repeat    my   speeches ;    there  is    nothing 

The  Earl  of  Kilniorey, 


so  tiresome  to  an  audience,  and  there  is 
nothing  so  immensely  tiresome  to  the 
speaker  as  to  repeat  his  speeches  all  over 
again  ;  but  may  I  venture  just  to  make 
this  observation,  which  must  always 
be  made  on  thfse  occasions,  that  we 
must  remember  that  the  Land  Commis- 
sion is  not  a  Commission  that  is  a  mere 
Government  Department  that  we  c^n 
direct  to  take  up  and  accept  such  and 
such  proposals  and  reject  others.  For 
weal  or  for  woe,  it  was  given  by  the  Act 
of  1881  the  great  powers  of  a  Commission, 
powers  which  were  independent  of  the 
Government.  I  am  not  defending  that 
part  of  the  Act,  but  we  must  take  the  Act 
as  we  find  it.  Parliament  created  the 
Land  Commission,  and  gave  to  it  great 
and  independent  powers. 

Then,  what  was  the  Fry  Report? 
One  would  think  from  the  way  my  noble 
friend  spoke  of  it  that  it  was  some  fetish 
to  be  worshipped — that  it  was  a  kind  of 
Divine  revelation,  to  be  accepted  as  the 
teaching  of  a  higher  and  superior  wisdom. 
Well,  that  is  unreasonable.  The  land- 
owners themselves  do  not  accept  some  of 
its  most  important  proposals.  There  is 
no  part  of  the  Fry  Commission  that  has 
appUed  itself  more  resolutely  than  that 
which  seeks  to  show  that  the  higher 
prices  which  are  paid  for  tenant-right 
cannot  be  accepted  as  demonstrating 
that  the  rents  have  been  unduly  re- 
duced. That  is  a  sheet  anchor  of  the 
landlords'  argument.  I  do  not  say 
whether  there  is  not  a  great  deal  in  it ; 
I  have  never  said  so,  but  the  Fry 
Commission  itself  resolutely  refused  to 
accept  it.  Another  point  which  the 
Fry  Commission  point  out  with  extreme 
force  is  the  very  powerful  argument 
against  the  large,  and  lavish,  and  indis- 
criminate appeals  against  the  decisions 
of  the  Sub-Commissioners.  That  has 
been  treated  as  mere  idle  talk  and 
waste  paper.  It  has  had  no  effect  on 
the  number  of  appeals  ;  they  are  just 
as  largely  and  indiscriminately  taken 
now  as  when,  three  years  and  a  half  ago, 
the  Commission  made  its  report.  Appeals 
possibly  are  even  more  common  now 
than  they  were  at  that  time. 

Then,  my  Lords,  what  is  the  position 
of  the  Land  Commissioners  with  reference 
to  the  matter?  Are  they  supposed  to 
take  over  every  single  recommendation 
of  the    Fry  Commission    in   globOj  and 
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treat  it  as  a  reydation  ?  It  is  idle  to 
suppose  anything  of  the  kind.  The 
meaning  of  appointing  a  Royal  Com- 
missioQ  is  that  the  selected  men  consider  a 
tiling  and  make  such  recommendations 
as  commend  themselves  to  their  judg- 
ment. They  make  their  recommenda- 
tions, and  you  have  to  examine  them 
and  criticise  them,  and  you  only  take 
those  you  approve  of,  and  do  not  take 
those  that  you  do  not  approve  of.  That 
is  just  what  the  Land  Commission  have 
done.  They  adopted,  as  I  showed  last  year, 
twelve  or  fourteen  recommendations. 
They  appUed  their  minds  to  them  inde- 
pendently, and  took  those  they  approved 
of  and  rejected  others  which  they  thought 
required  legislation  or  were  not  prudent 
or  expedient ;  and  there  is  no  power 
to  compel  them  to  act  against  their  con- 
sidered and  deUberate  judgment  of  what 
they  thought  right  and  prudent,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  Code  that  had  been 
committed  to  their  hands. 

Now,  I  have  already  on  previous  occa- 
sions given  a  sufficiently  long  statement 
of  what  has  been  done,  and  I  do  not 
propose  to  repeat  that  statement.  A 
great  deal  of  the  information  which  the 
noMe  Duke  asks  for  he  obviously  pos- 
sesses himself  already,  because  in  a  long 
list  published  by  the  Landowners'  Con- 
vention, of  which  I  think  he  is  the  presi- 
dent, they  have  threshed  out  this  question, 
and  anyone  could  see  in  that  report  what 
lias  been  done  and  what  has  not  been 
done,  and  what  requires  legislation  and 
what  does  not.  In  fact,  every  single  point 
on  which  I  am  interrogated  may  be  found 
in  that  Report.  I  am  now  asked  to  ex- 
plain what  has  been  done  since  the  3rd 
May,  1899.  I  will  give  the  list,  very 
shortly,  having  regard  to  the  hour, 
first,  there  is  the  examination  and  testing 
ofdrainsby  Appeal  Court  Valuers,  by  an 
order  of  18th  May,  1901.  It  was  in  a 
less  complete  state  before  that  for  some 
time.  Secondly,  there  is  a  similar  in- 
atruction  for  the  information  of  assistant 
oonunissioners  of  the  same  date.  Thirdly, 
the  Fry  Commissioners  were  extremely 
strong  in  pointing  out  the  saving  of 
time  and  expense  there  would  be  in 
carrying  out  purchases  by  fiats  rather 
than  by  vesting  orders.  That  has  been 
effected  in  suitable  cases  by  an  Order  of 
the  6th  May,  1901.  Then  another 
naatter  that  the  Fry  Commission  attached 


great  weight  to  was  this.  They  said 
that  in  many  cases  where  the  Land  Com- 
mission should  be  satisfied  it  was  unrea- 
sonable to  require  inspection,  which 
involved  great  trouble  and  expense,  that 
has  been  dispensed  with,  where  it  could 
be  done,  by  an  order  of  17th  May,  1901. 
An  order  of  the  same  date  also  dispensed 
with  the  old  and  expensive  statement  of 
facts  on  the  apportionment  of  superior 
interests.  I  have  to  deal  with  the  matter 
,in  a  technical  form,  but  anyone  will  know 
who  is  conversant  with  the  question 
that  that  effects  a  very  substantial  saving 
of  time  and  expense  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Purchase  Code.  Then  the 
Fry  Commission  pointed  out  that  there 
was  considerable  delay  and  expense  occa- 
sioned by  distributing  the  purchase 
money  through  the  machinery  of  a 
branch  of  the  High  Court  rather  than 
keeping  it  under  the  Land  Commission. 
By  a  recent  order  the  old  practice  is 
restored,  and  the  purchase  money  is  dis- 
tributed by  the  Land  Commission,  and 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Judicial 
Commission.  I  might  say  more  upon 
that,  but  it  would  not  be  reasonable 
to  detain  your  Lordships  at  this  hour. 
Another  point  that  the  Fry  Commission 
dwelt  on  very  much  was  this.  They 
urged  that  it  was  not  reasonable  to  put 
the  parties  to  the  great  expense  of  search- 
ing for  original  patents  and  getting 
extracts  from  them.  That  has  been  given 
up  also  by  a  recent  regulation. 

The    Earl    of    MAYO:    **  Original 
patents  "  1 

*L0RD  ASHBOURNE:  Yes.  They 
had  to  be  searched  for  for  certain  pur- 
poses, when  they  came  in  as  part  of  the 
title.  It  is  more  or  less  a  technical 
matter,  but  it  is  one  that  the  Com- 
mission attached  considerable  weight  to. 
Now,  I  would  be  glad  to  be  allowed  to 
stop  here,  because  I  have  practically 
answered  all  the  important  questions  on 
the  Paper.  But,  the  noble  Duke  asked 
me  what  were  the  other  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Fry  Commission  that  had 
not  been  adopted,  and  the  reasons  why 
they  have  not  been  adopted.  He  knows 
perfectly  well  the  recommendations  that 
have  not  been  adopted ;  he  has  his  own 
list^of  those  that  were  adopted,  and  those 
that    remain    after    eliminating    these 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


6d 


/ns^  Ltmot 


ILOfibs} 


Purchase. 


comprise  the  list  of  recommendations 
not  adopted.  I  have  dealt  with  these 
very  fully  on  former  occasions,  and  I  will 
only  give  a  summary  of  a  few  of  the 
more  important,  and  that  I  am  sure  will 
satisfy  the  noble  Duke.  I  do  not  think 
I  do  any  injustice  to  his  or  my  noble 
friend  Lord  Clonbrock's  argument  when 
I  say  that  the  principal  thing  they 
go  upon  is  the  Fry  Commission  defini- 
tion of  fair  rent.  It  is  obvious  that 
that  is  the  first  thing  in  their  minds, 
and  not  unnaturally  so.  Last  year  I 
went  in  great  detail  into  this  question, 
and  I  took  some  pains  to  make  my 
meaning  perfectly  clear.  I  quoted  from 
Judge  Meredith.  I  gave  the  reference  to 
the  case  of  Markey  v.  Gosford,  and  to 
another  case  in  the  Court  of  Appeal, 
and  I  quoted  Lord  Justice  Fitzgibbon's 
decision  that  the  words  **  in  the  land- 
lord's hands  "  implied  an  assumption 
contrary  to  the  fact,  and  I  pointed 
out  that,  that  being  so,  that  being  the 
judicial  interpretation  given  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  Fry  Commission, 
it  appeared  to  me  that  unless  legislation 
came  in  it  would  not  be  possible  to  apply 
universally  the  definition  of  the  Fry 
Commission.  I  would  point  out  this — 
as  I  have  often  done  before — ^and  then  I 
will  leave  the  subject.  The  Act  of  1881 
did  not  attempt  to  define  "  fair  rent." 
It  said  that  the  Land  Commission  should 
have  regard  to  the  property  of  the  land- 
lord and  of  the  tenant  and  to  **  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  holding,  and 
district."  It  did  not  go  an  inch  further. 
It  selected  the  Commission  and  left  them 
at  large.  And,  although  the  question 
has  come  up  before  Parliament  many 
times  since  in  amending  Acts,  nobody  in 
either  House  of  Parliament  has  ever  yet 
suggested  a  form  that  could  be  put  into 
an  Act  of  Parliament  as  a  definition  of 
**  fair  rent." 

The  Earl  of  MAYO :  It  came  up 
first  in  1887. 

The  Duke  of  ABERCORN  :  What  I 
am  anxious  to  press  on  my  noble  friend 
is  that  if  that  definition  is  not  accepted 
some  other  definition  should  be  laid 
down ;  because  surely,  there  must  be 
some  definition — unless  we  are  going  to 
assum?  that  nothing  **  fair  "  can  be  done 
under  the  old  Act  at  alL 

Lord  Ashbourne. 


•  *L0RD  ASHBOURNE:  The  way  Par- 
liament  left  it  under  the  Act  of  1881 
(I  am  not  concerned  to  defend  the  Act 
at  all)  was  that  the  **  fair  rent  "  should  be 
found,  having  regard  to  **  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  holding,  and  district." 
That  was  the  guidance  of  Parliament, 
and  its  sole  guidance,  and  my  point  is 
this,  that,  although  that  has  come  up 
before  Parliament  some  four  or  five 
times  for  revision  and  amendment,  on 
not  a  single  occasion  has  any  attempt 
been  made,  either  in  this  House  or  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  to  suggest  any- 
thing that  can  be  called  a  definition  of 
**fair  rent." 

The  Earl  of  MAYO  :  I  remember  its 
being  well  argued  in  1870,  under  the 
first  Land  Commission. 

*L0RD  ASHBOURNE  :  That  only  sup- 
ports my  point,  because  that  was  eleven 
years  before  [the  Act  of  1881.  You 
ihave  in  the  Act  of  1881  a  deliberate 
abstention  from  giving  anjrthing  ap- 
proaching a  definition  of  **  fair  rent  "— 
you  have  no  guidance  except  the  words 
I  have  quoted.  I  do  not  desire  to  dwell 
on  that  subject.  I  have  shown  by  reQj-r 
ence  to  judicial  decisions  that  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Fry  Commission  have 
been  rejected  as  inapplicable  and  un- 
acceptable as  a  definition,  and  it  would 
therefore  appear  that  legislation  would 
be  required  to  make  the  definition  applic- 
able to  all  cases. 

Then  I  pass  on  to  another  point. 
I  am  asked  as  to  the  recommendations 
of  the  Fry  Commission,  **  That  more 
detailed  instructions  should  be  given  to 
sub-commissioners  to  guide  them  on 
difficult  questions  and  to  remove  the 
prevailing  diversity  of  opinion  and  of 
practice.*  Well,  we  cannot  interfere 
with  a  judicial  discretion,  but  I  may 
make  this  general  remark.  When  the 
Fry  Commission  made  that  recom- 
mendation they  pointed  out  that  on 
certain  matters  of  capital  importance 
the  sub-commissioners  were  left  without 
guidance.  That  cannot  be  said  now. 
Since  the  Commission  reported  there 
have  been  decisions  on  many  of  the  points 
mentioned  by  the  Commission,  ana  each 
one  of  those  decisions  is  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners, 
and    thus    they    have    gmAmce    from 
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decisions  of  the  very  highest  authority 
on  all  matters  upon  which  the  Fry  Com- 
mission said  it  would  be  wise  to  give 
them  instructions,  such   as  occupation, 
interest,  improvabihty  of  the  soil,  true 
value,    competition    value,   and  so   on. 
Then  it  is   said   that  all    the  Assistant 
C<>nimissioners  and  court  valuers  should 
be  permanent.     I  do  not  think  1  need 
discuss   that.     I   think  it  is  now  con- 
ceded   that   that  is  not   a    proposition 
that  can    be    entertained.     Then   it   is 
said  that    in    fixing    the    fair    rent    of 
a  second    term    the     first    proceedings 
shall    be     considered.       So    they  are. 
Then  it  is  said  that  the  Pink  Schedule 
should  have    more   matters   introduced 
into  it.    I  do  not  agree  with  my  noble 
friends  about   the    Pink   Schedule,   but 
it    was     their      creation.      In      1896 
they  insisted    upon  the  Pink  Schedule, 
so  that  there  could  be  no  escaping  from 
it.   In  my  opinion,  even  then  the  Pink 
Schedule    was    an    enormously    heavy 
business;  it  was  loaded  with  a  mass  of 
detail  and   information,    and   now   the 
suggestion  is  made,   following  some  of 
the  suggestions  of  the  Fry  Commission 
—but  not  all  of  them — ^that  other  addi- 
tions should    be   made.     I    believe   the 
Land  Commission  are  of  opinion  that  the 
Pink  Schedule  is  already  seriously  over- 
loaded, and  that  it  would  be  most  unwise, 
in  the  interests  of  reasonable  and  prac- 
tical administration,  to  seek  to  go  into 
any  more    topics.     I  could    give    other 
reasons  for  that,   but  it   would  take  a 
c^jnsiderable  time. 

1  apprehend,  from  an  interruption  made 
last  year,  that  I  need  not  go  into  the 
suggestion  that  where  a  farm  is  shown 
to  be  deteriorated  the  Land  Commission 
do  not  act  with  fairness  and  independ- 
ence, and  refuse  to  take  up  the  question 
at  all  while  the  farm  is  in  that  bad 
state.  I  was  stopped  last  year,  but  I 
am  prepared  to  show  that  the  Land 
Commission,  when  a  farm  is  in  a 
state  of  deterioration,  at  once  adjourn 
the  hearing  and  take  very  drastic 
measures.  I  dealt  last  year  with  the 
statement  about  the  valuers  being  a 
separate  and  independent  body,  and  I 
also  dealt  with  the  further  point  that 
the  Assistant  Commissioners  should  be 
ignorant  of  what  had  been  done  by  the 

original  Commissioners ;  that  was  fully 
gone  into  by  Lord  Justice  Fitzgibbon, 


a  very  able  colleague  of  mine  in  the 
Court  of  Appeal.  1  never  could  under- 
stand the  possibility  of  maintaining  that 
suggestion.  The  idea  that  when  a  man 
is  sitting  down  to  find  out  a  thing,  you 
should  tie  a  cloak  over  his  eyes,  and  say 
that  he  is  not  to  know  what  everyone  in 
the  court  knows,  strikes  me  as  simply 
fantastic. 

The  Duke  of  ABERCORN  :  I  may 
remind  my  noble  friend  that  it  is  done 
under  the  Agricultural  Holdings  Act  in 
England ;  it  is  expressly  provided  in 
that  Act. 

*LoRD  ASHBOaRNE  :  I  do  not  believe 
in  it  myself,  but  I  will  not  pursue  that 
matter  further.  My  noble  friend  referred 
to  prices.  I  have  had  sent  to  me  a 
volume — a  painfully  large  volume — 
of  prices,  and  I  am  told  that  these  prices 
are  circulated  most  carefully,  and  that 
every  possible  means  is  taken  to  enable 
people  to  know  all  the  prices.  I  believe, 
also,  that  the  proper  time  for  taking 
those  prices,  and  the  cost  of  production, 
into  account  is  when  you  are  examining 
a  holding  with  a  view  to  measuring  its 
fair  rent.  Everything  is  done  to  give 
information,  and  prices  and  cost  of  pro- 
duction may,  of  course,  vary  with  each 
holding.  Then  the  last  question  is 
(with  the  supplement  that  my  noble 
friend  has  furnished  me  with  privately) 
one  that  would  terrify  a  man  who  had 
not  a  reasonable  amount  of  courage 
and  a  considerable  experience  in  dealing 
with  this  class  of  question.     It  is — 

"Whether,  in  determining  the  fair  rent  of  a 
holding ....  there  are  any  (and,  if  so, 
what)  '  circumstances  of  the  case,  holding,  and 
district*  (other  than  that  .specified  in  Sections, 
Sub-sec tiou  10)  which  the  Land  Commission  do 
not  take  into  account;  and  what  are  their 
reasons  for  refusing  to  take  same  into  account.'' 

I  should  think  they  took  everything 
into  account.  I  have  no  means  of 
cross-examining  the  Land  Commissioners 
on  the  views  they  take  of  their  functions  ; 
and,  with  reference  to  the  detailed 
memorandum  handed  to  me  by  the 
noble  Duke,  I  cannot  answer  those 
questions  at  all ;  but  I  say  that  the  law 
on  these  subjects  has  been  authori- 
tatively ascertained  by  legal  decisions 
open  to  everyone,  fivG  of  which  I  have 
already  referred  to,  and  all  have  access 
to  those  decisions.     If  I  occupied  more 
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time  with  attempting  to  read  and 
explain  judgments  1  should  simply 
weary  your  Lordships.  Upon  practically 
every  topic  that  is  referred  to  judicial 
decisions  have  been  pronounced,  some  of 
them  by  the  Court  of  Appeal,  some  by 
the  Judicial  Commissioner  of  the  Land 
Commission,  and  everybody  can  ascer- 
tain the  law  by  the  simplest  reference 
to  those  extremely  well-known  decisions. 

The  Earl  of  MAYO ;  My  Lords,  I 
find  myself  for  the  second  time  in  the 
position  of  having  to  answer  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord.  His  speech  to-night 
is  I  may  say,  without  saying  anything 
rude  I  hope,  practically  a  repetition 
of  what  we  heard  on  the  last  occasion. 
The  differences  are  very  small  and  very 
slight.  He  said  that  the  matters  that 
had  been  dealt  with  by  the  Land  Com- 
mission on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Fry  Commission  were  only  technical. 
They  were  so  technical  that  they  required 
explanation  at  the  hands  of  one  of  the 
best  lawyers  we  have  ever  seen  in  dealing 
with  the  Land  question.  The  only 
important  new  statement  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  made  was  this,  that  the 
value  and  interest  of  the  landlord  and 
tenant  were  taken  into  consideration. 
Well,  my  Lords,  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord's  statement,  that  he  hates  the  Act  of 
1881 

*L0RD  ASHBOURNE  :  I  do  not  think 
I  said  I  hated  it ;  I  am  not  a  lover  of  it. 

The  Earl  of  MAYO :  Well,  not  to 
love  a  thing  is  much  the  same  as  to  say 
that  one  hates  the  thing.  But  I  may 
say  that  I  pity  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord,  with  the  knowledge  that  he  has 
got,  to  have  to  stand  up  here  and  defend 
it,  and  defend  it  after  the  finding  of  the 
Fry  Commission.  I  quite  agree  with  him 
that  it  is  quite  impossible  without  legisla- 
tion to  deal  with  a  great  many  of  the 
questions  that  the  Fry  Commission 
recommended  should  be  dealt  with. 
But  the  answers  of  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  are  not  satisfactory.  The  first 
question  I  think  I  have  dealt  with  ;  he 
said  that  these  were  only  technical 
things.  They  are  very  small  things, 
and  he  mentioned  one  of  them  with 
regard  to  the  Purchase  Code.  Now  the 
noble  Duke  in  the  course  of  his  speech 
said  nothing  about  the  Purchase  Code. 

Lo7'd  Ashbouj-ne. 


*L0RD  ASHBOURNE:  I  waa  asked 
what  changes  were  made  in  deference 
to  the  Fry  Commission,  and  all  the 
changes  I  mentioned  were  made  in 
deference  to  that  Commission.      ^  ^ 

The  Earl  ofJMAYO  :  I  apologise 
to  the  noble  Lord  ;  I  missed  that  explana- 
tion. So  much,  then,  with  regard  to  the 
first  question.  The  noble  and  learned 
Lord  then  referred  to  the  search  for 
patents  or  titles.  That  is  a  very  small 
question. 

♦Lord  ASHBOURNE :  It  may  be  very 
expensive. 

The  Earl  of  MAYO  :  It  is  very 
expensive,  we  know,  but  if  the  specifica- 
tion of  title  were  made  easy  and  less 
expensive,  it  would  be  much  better. 
Then  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  said 
broadly  that  without  fresh  legislation 
there  could  be  no  definition  of  fair  rent. 
That  is  a  very  thorny  subject,  and  it  has 
been  threshed  out  over  and  over  again. 
If  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  says  that 
there  cannot  be  a  definition  of  fair  rent 
without  legislation  we  must  accept  that, 
but  all  the  legal  luminaries  in  Ireland 
were  gathered  together  to  furnish  a 
definition  of  fair  rent,  and  no  proper 
decision  was  arrived  at. 

*LORD  ASHBOURNE:  I  dealt  with 
that  in  my  speech. 

The  Lord  CHANCELLOR  (The  Eari 
of  Halsbury)  :  I  would  remind  the 
noble  Lord  that  the  rules  of  debate  do 
not  allow  of  a  running  dialogue  between 
two  noble  Lords. 

The  Earl  of  MAYO:  To  conclude 
my  observations,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
the  answer  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment was  unsatisfactory,  and  the  noble 
Duke  who  put  the  question  will  no 
doubt  give  notice  that  he  will  move  for 
a  Committee  of  your  Lordships  to  report 
on  the  points  referred  to  in  the  questions 
he  put  to-day. 

The  Duke  of  ABERCORN  :  My  Lords, 
I  beg  to  give  notice  that  the  reply  of 
His  Majesty's  Government  being  unsatis- 
factory,  and  I  will  on  Thursday  next,  the 
18th  instant,  move  for  the  apDointraent 

Digitized  by  VjOOv  iC 


^5 


Private  BiU 


{11  July  1901} 


Business. 


66 


of  a  Select  Committee  of  your  Lord- 
ships* House  to  inquire  into  and  report 
on  the  several  matters  comprised  in  the 
questions  which  I  have  put  to  His 
Majesty's  Government  on  this  subject. 


Honse  adjourned  at  a  quarter 
past  Eight  of  the  clock,  till 
to-morrow,  ball-past  Ten 
of  the  clock. 


HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 
Thursday,    lUh  June,   1900. 


PRIVA  TE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


LEEDS  CORPORATION   WATER   BILL 
[Lords].     (By  Order.) 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 

lime." 

Mr.  PAULTON  (Durham,  Bishop 
Auckland)  said  that  in  connection  with 
this  Bill  he  desired  to  make  one  or  two 
observations,  especially  on  the  question 
of  common  lands,  in  regard  to  which 
Parliament  had  adopted  a  universal 
policy,  having  kept  a  jealous  eye  on  the 
proceedings  of  public  bodies  in  taking 
^uch  lands.  As  that  Bill  was  originally 
introduced,  it  contained  provisions  under 
vrhich  the  Leeds  Corporation  were  to  take 
over  a  very  large  tract  of  land  for  the 
purposes  of  their  water  supply.  He 
understood  that  in  the  House  of  Lords 
those  provisions  were  altered,  and  that 
the  corporation  were  now  taking  only  a 
comparatively  small  quantity  of  land. 
Had  the  Bill  remained  unaltered,  there 
would  have  been  a  strong  case  for  asking 
that  what  was  known  as  the  Birming- 
ham Clause  should  be  inserted.  It  would 
^  remembered  that  some  time  ago, 
when  the  Birmingham  Corporation  came 
to  Parliament  for  power  to  acquire  very 
large  tracts  of  land  in  Wales  for  their 
water  supply.  Parliament  insisted  that 
they  should  give  the  public  access  over 
the  common  lands  they  proposed  to 
^uire.    If  the  Leeds  Corporation  had 
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adhered  to  their  original  proposal,  the 
House  would  have  been  asked  to  insert 
a  like  clause,  but,  in  view  of  the  change 
effected  before  the  House  of  Lords  Com- 
mittee, although  he  would  have  liked, 
in  view  of  their  Report  on  the  subject, 
to  have  heard  the  views  of  the  represen- 
tative of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  he 
did  not  feel  justified  in  opposing  the 
Second  Reading.  He  wished  it  to  be 
borne  in  mind,  however,  that  it  must 
not  be  supposed  the  House  would  over- 
look any  proposal  which  would  be  con- 
trary to  its  settled  practice  in  regard  to 
common  lands.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, he  would  defer  until  a  future 
stage  any  remarks  he  wished  to 
make.  His  sole  object  was  to  safe- 
guard the  interests  of  those  who  cared 
to  preserve  the  rights  of  the  public  over 
common  lands,  and  he  did  not 
wish  it  to  be,  supposed  that  the  House 
of  Commons  in  any  way  shirked  its 
responsibility  on  that  question. 

Mr.  H.  C.  RICHARDS  (Finsbury,  E.) 
said  he  would  like  to  have  obtained  from 
some  hon.  Member  whose  name  was  on 
the  back  of  the  Bill  some  satisfactory 
assurance  on  the  subject.  He  thought 
it  was  a  case  in  which  the  Birmingham 
Clause  ought  to  be  inserted. 

Mr.  speaker  :  It  is  a  Bill  from  the 
other  House,  and  there  are  no  names 
on  the  back  of  it. 

Mr.  PAULTON  said  he  understood  it 
was  important  that  the  Bill  should  be 
read  a  second  time  that  day  in  order 
that  it  might  go  at  once  before  a  Com- 
mittee. He  did  not  therefore  feel  justi- 
fied in  moving  its  rejection. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS  [Lordfi] 
(STANDING  ORDERS  APPLICABLE 
THERETO   COMPLIED   WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  "referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standings  Orders 
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which  are  applicable  thereto  have  been 
complied  with,  viz.  : — 

Education  Board  Provisional  Orders 
Confirmation  (Barnes,  &c.)  Bill 
[Lords]. 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2) 
Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,   That   the   Bills   be   read   a 
second  time  to-morrow. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  7)  BILL  (SPECIAL 
REPORT). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bill,  referred  pursuant  to  the 
Order  of  the  House  of  the  9th  July,  they 
have  made  the  following  Special  Report : 

Local  Government  Provisional  Order 
(No.  7)  Bill.— If  this  Bill  is  intended  by  the 
Order  of  the  House  of  the  9th  July  to  be  treated 
as  a  Private  Bill  in  respect  of  the  Amendments 
introduced  in  Committee  in  the  Confirmation 
Bill,  the  Standing  Orders  have  not  been  com- 
plied with,  inasmuch  as  no  notice  has  been 
given  of  the  powers  sought  by  Clause  2  of  the 
said  Bill,  as  amended  in  Committee. 

But  the  Standing  Orders  do  not  contemplate 
the  examination  of  Confirmation  Bills  by  the 
Examiners  in  regard  to  any  rec^uirements 
other  than  those  contained  in  Standing  Orders 
38  and  39,  compliance  with  which  has  been 
already  proved. 

C.  W.  Campion. 

J.  F.  SvMONS  Jeune. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred 
to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 
Orders. 


STKOUD  GAS  BILL. 
Lords'  Amendments   considered, 
agreed  to. 


and 


AIRE  AND  CALDER  NAVIGATION 
BILL   [Lords]. 

Read   the    third   time,    and 
with  Amendments. 


SOUTH     WESTERN     AND     ISLE      OF 
WIGHT   JUNCTION    RAILWAY    BILL 

[Lords] 

King's  consent  signified ;  Bill  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

HANDSWORTH    URBAN    DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  BILL  [Lords]. 

As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (HOUSING  OF  WORKING 
CLASSES)  (No.  2)  BILL. 

As  amended,  considered ;  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

HARPENDEN   DISTRICT  GAS  BILL 

[Lords]. 

BOLTON  CORPORATION  BILL  [Loixis]. 

SMETHWICK   CORPORATION    BILL 
[Lords]. 

GREAT    SOUTHERN    AND    WESTERN 
RAILWAY  BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported  with  Amendments  ;  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

I  ST.  BARTHOLOMEW'S  HOSPITAL  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Reported,  with  an  Amendment ;  Re- 
port to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

LYNTON  AND  BARNSTAPLE  RAII-WAY 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported,  without  amendment ;  Re- 
port to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

MESSAGE   FROM   THE    LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to  : — 
Metropolitan  Police  Provisional  Order 

Bill; 
Military    Lands    Provisional     Orders 

(No.  2)  Bill ; 
Pembroke  Urban  District  Council 

(County  of  Dublin)  Bill- 
Without  amendment. 

That  they  have  agreed  to : — 

Cleveland  and  Durham  County  Elec- 
tric Power  Bill ; 

Great  Central  Railway  Bill ; 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Raflway 
(Various  Powers)  Bill ; 

Dublin  Corporation  (Markets,  Etc.) 
Bill ; 

Bury  Corporation  Bill — 

With  Amendments. 


That  they  have  agreed  to  : — 
Amendments  to — 
Cowes  Ferry  Bill  [Lords] 
Without  amendment. 
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AGRICULTURAL  RATES  CONGESTED 
DISTRICTS  AND  BURGH  LAND  TAX 
RELIEF  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1896. 

Petition  from  Glasgow,  against  re- 
enactment  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

ALKALI,     ETC.,    WORKS    REGULATION 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Liverpool,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EDUCATION  (CONTINUATION  SCHOOLS) 
BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Willoughby- 
on-the- Wolds,  and  West  Ham;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

PARLIAMENT ABY  ELECTIONS  (RETURN- 
ING OFFICERS'  EXPENSES). 

Petition  from  Sligo,  for  legislation; 
tolie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF   INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Sileby ; 
Chipping  Norton ;  Edgbaston,  and 
Wigan  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SOVEREIGN'S     OATH    ON     ACCESSION 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Castletown,  against ; 
to'lie  upon  the  Table. 

WORKMEN'S    HOUSES    TENURE    BILL. 
Petition  of  Mining  Association  of  Great 
Britain,  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


HISTORICAL  MANUSCRIPTS  (ROYAI. 
COMMISSION). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  on  the 
Manuscripts  of  His  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  K.G.,  preserved  at  Welbeck 
Abbey  (Vols.  VI.  and  VIL),  and  the 
Manuscripts  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed  and 
Burford  Corporations,  the  counties  of 
Wats  and  Worcester,  and  of  the  Deans 
and  Chapters  of  Chichester  and  Salisbury 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

DUBLIN  HOSPITALS. 
Copy  presented,  of  Forty-third  Report 
of  the  Board  of  Superintendence,  with 


Appendices,    for    the    year    1900-1901 
[by  Command] ;  to  Ue  upon  the  Table. 

NAVY  (EXCEPTIONS  TO  KING'S 
REGULATIONS). 

Copy  presented,  of  List  of  Exceptions 
to  the  King's  Regulations  as  to  Pay, 
Non-effective  Pay,  and  Allowances  during 
the  year  1900-1901  [by  Command]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

METROPOLITAN     WATER     COMPANIES 
(ACCOUNTS). 

Return  ordered,  **  of  the  Accounts, 
as  they  are  respectively  made  up,  of  the 
Metropolitan  Water  Companies  and  of 
the  Staines  Reservoirs  Joint  Committee 
to  the  30th  day  of  September  and  the 
31st  day  of  December,*  1900  (in  con- 
tinuation of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No. 
308,  of  Session  1900)/'---(3/r.  Grant 
Lawson.) 

PIER    AND     HARBOUR    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS    (No.    3)    BILL. 

Copy  ordered,  **  of  Memorandum 
stating  the  nature  of  the  Proposals  con- 
tained in  the  Provisional  Orders  included 
in  the  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  3)  Bill."— (ilfr.  Gerald 
Balfour.) 

COMMISSIONERS  OF  NATIONAL 
EDUCATION   (IRELAND). 

Copy  ordered,  **  of  Extracts  from 
Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  National  Education  (Ire- 
land), and  other  Documents,  in  relation 
to  recent  action  taken  by  the  Most 
Reverend  W.  J.  Walsh,  D.D.,  Archbishop 
of  Dublin,  respecting  alleged  irregularities 
in  the  transaction  of  business  in  the  office 
of  the  Commissioners,  and  to  the  with- 
drawal or  amendment  of  letters  alleged  to 
have  been  incorrect." — {Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  261.] 


QUESTIONS. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR— TRANSVAAL 
BEPUBLIC— STATE  DEBTS. 

Mr.  THOMAS  DEWAR  (Tower  Ham-' 
lets,    St.   George's) :   I   beg  to  ask   the 
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Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  Lord  Kitchener's  communica- 
tion to  General  Botha  to  the  effect  that 
the  British  Government  could  not 
undertake  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  late 
Transvaal  Republic  appUed  to  the  State 
loans  issued  previous  to  the  war. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for  the 
COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  Lord  Kitchener's 
communication  to  General  Botha  had 
special  reference  to  General  Botha's 
inquiry  whether  debts  contracted  since 
the  war  began  and  notes  issued  since 
that  date  would  be  recognised.  His 
Majesty's  Government,  while  declining 
to  undertake  liability  for  debts  contracted 
since  the  commepcement  of  the  war,  do 
not  propose  to  repudiate  the  State  loans 
issued  previous  to  the  war,  so  far  as 
they  can  be  provided  out  of  the  Trans- 
vaal, but  the  terms  are  still  under  con- 
sideration. 


CENSORSHIP  —  DIAMOND  FIELDS 

ADVEBTISEB—UR.      RHODES       AND 
COL.  KEKEWICH. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  (Donegal,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  is  aware  that  on  the 
10th  February,  1900,  the  military 
censor  during  the  siege  of  Kimberley 
informed  the  editor  of  the  Diamond 
Fields  Advertiser,  a  paper  under  the 
control  of  Mr.  Rhodes,  that  he  had  on 
two  occasions  printed  articles  on  the 
military  situation  injurious  to  the  interests 
of  the  Army  and  the  defence  of  the 
town,  and  had  committed  offences  dealt 
with  by  the  Army  Act,  and  informed 
him  that  proofs  must  be  submitted  to 
the  censor  before  publication,  and  that 
in  consequence  the  publication  of  the 
Diamond  Fields  Arfrer/uer  wassuspended; 
and,  seeing  that,  after  raising  the  siege 
of  Kimberley,  Mr.  Rhodes,  in  presence 
of  General  French  and  of  Colonel  Keke- 
wich,  took  on  himself  the  responsibility 
of  those  articles  and  ordered  Colonel 
Kekewich  out  of  his  house  when  this 
interview  took  place,  what  notice,  if  any, 
is  it  intended  to  take  of  this  matter ; 
whether  these  matters  were  brought  to 
the  notice  of  Lord  Roberts  while  in 
command  in  South  Africa,  and  what 
notice,  if  any,  did  he  take  orjrecommend 
in  reference  to  these  matters. 


The   secretary   of   STATE   for 
WAR    (Mr.    Brodrick,    Surrey,    Guild- 
ford) :  I  am  not  aware  of  the  circum- 
I  stances  alluded  to  in  the  question,  nor 
I  was  any  report  made  to  Lord  Roberts. 

!     Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  :  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  this  matter 
j  was   brought  under  the  notice   of  the 
1  late  Secretary  for  War  and 

■      Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  ! 

Mr.   swift  MacNEILL:  Now,  Mr. 
Speaker 

'  Mr.  speaker  :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  asked  if  attention  had  been 
called  to  a  specific  fact,  and  his  answer 
was  in  the  negative. 


Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  :  Arising  out 
of  that  answer,  and  having  regard  to  the 
fact  I  have  now  specifically  directed  his 
attention  to,  and  seeing  also  that  Mr. 
Rhodes  has  grossly  insulted  Colonel 
Kekewich,  will  inquiry  be  made  1 

Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  ! 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  The  whole  occur- 
rence dates  back  fifteen  or  eighteen 
months.  I  certainly  shall  make  no  in- 
quiry. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL:  You  dare 
not.  You  are  under  the  control  of 
Rhodes. 

Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  ! 


CENSORSHIP— MR.    WALLACE'S 
j  CHARGES. 

'  Mr.  NORMAN  (Wolverhampton,  W.) : 
1 1  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
I  to  the  charges  made  by  Mr.  Edgar 
t  Wallace,  a  newspaper  correspondent  in 
I  South  Africa,  that  the  military  censor 
'  struck  out  from  a  telegram  handed  in 
'  at  Drisselfontein  on  23rd  February 
!  many  passages  descriptive  of  the  action 
I  in  which  General  De  Wet  was  routed 
I  by  the  force  under  Colonel  Plumer, 
'  including  all  references  to  the  work  of 
1  the  Australian  troops  and  the  Yeomanry, 
I  and    inserted    a  number    of    passages^ 
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some  of  which   were   inaccurate ;   and 
whether   he    is    making  inquiries   into 


Mr.  BRODRICK  :  I  have  telegraphed 
to  inquire. 

Mr.  WmSTON  CHURCHILL  (Old- 
ham): Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
inquire  what  are  the  rules  under  which 
the  censorship  is  now  being  carried  on 
in  South  Africa  1 

Mr.  BRODRICK :  Yes,  Sir,  I  will  ask 
for  a  statement. 


CENSORSHIP— REUTER'S  CORRE- 
SPONDENT. 

Mr.  NORMAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether  he  has 
made  inquiry  into  the  circumstances 
under  which  Lord  Kitchener  described  as 
without  foundation  a  despatch  of  Renter's 
correspondent  in  South  Africa  which 
Lord  Kitchener  now  admits  to  have  been 
accurate  with  the  exception  of  the  name 
of  the  Boer  officer  commanding ;  and 
whether,  if  his  inquiries  show  that  no  ; 
blame  attaches  to  Renter's  correspondent 
in  the  matter,  he  will  cause  some  official 
expression  of  regret  to  be  conveyed  to 
him  for  the  charge  inadvertently  made 
against  him. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  I  will  read  out  the 
telegrams  despatched  to,  and  received 
from,  Lord  Kitchener  on  this  matter  : — 

From  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  to 
Lord  Kitchener. 

War  Office,  8th  June,  1901. 
Is  there   any    truth    in    discomfiture    of 
Beyer's  commando  reported  in  press? 

From  Lord  Kitchener  to  the 

Secretary  of  State  for  War. 

Pretoria,  9th  June,   1901. 
Referring   to  your  telegram   8  th  June,  re 
Beyer's,  no  truth  in  report. 

From  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  to 
Lord  Kitchener. 

War  Office,  10th  June,  1901. 
Renter's  correspondent  has  seriously   mis- 
led the  public  respecting  Beyer's  defeat.  What 
steps  do  you  propose  to  take  ? 

From  Lord  Kitchener  to  the 

Secretary  of  State  for  War. 

Pretoria,  11th  June,  1901. 
I  have  warned  Press  Censor  to  be  more  care- 
^    I  think  it    would    be    as  well  if   you 


\  would  publish  fact  that  we  are  not  responsible 
in  any  way  for  correctness  of  correspondent's 
news.  Many  misleading  telegrams  are  sent 
from  different  parts  of  the  country  that  do 

,  injure  military  operations,  but  are  distinctly 
inaccurate. 

In  consequence  of  recent  mail  letters 
received,  however,  it  is  suggested  that  an 
action  did  take  place  which  was  in  favour 
of  the  Boers  on  that  date,  but  it  did  not 
relate  to  Beyer's  commando.  \  tele- 
graphed on  the  10th  asking  whether 
,  there  was  any  truth  in  that  suggestion. 
I  have  not  yet  received  Lord  Kitchener's 
reply. 

Mr.  NORMAX  :  The  point  is  whether 
Renter's  correspondent  sent  a  message 
which  was  without  foundation  or  not. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  I  do  not  think  that 
the  hon.  Member  would  be  justified  in 
reading  anything  into  my  reply.  My 
reply  is  that  I  am  at  present  under  the 
impression  that  there  was  no  special 
action  which  Lord  Kitchener  thought  it 
worth  while  to  report  dn  that  date.  If 
that  be  so,  then  the  correspondent  is  in 
error  ;  but  if  there  was  an  action  in  which 
the  Boers  suffered  heavily  on  that  date 
there  would  be  some  foundation  for  the 
belief  in  the  correspondent's  report,  and 
that  it  was  only  a  difference  in  the  name 
of  the  Boer  commander  which  was  wrong. 


VLAKFONTEIN        ENGAGEMENT- 
ALLEGED    SHOOTING    BY    BOERS    OF 
BRITISH    WOUNDED. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  (Hampshire,  Fare- 
ham)  :  I  desire  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  he  has  any 
official  information  to  give  the  House 
with  regard  to  the  alleged  Boer  atrocities 
at  Vlakfontein. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  The  foUowing  tele- 
grams have  passed  between  the  War 
Office  and  Lord  Kitchener  on  this 
subject — 

War  Office,  June  6,  1901. 

Keuter's  correspondent  telegraphs  that 
Lieutenant  McDougal  and  Sergeant-Major, 
28th  Battery,  were  shot  in  cold  blood  because 
they  refused  to  show  the  working  of  the  guns 
captured.  If  this  is  corroborated,  please  have 
sworn  evidence  taken  and  send  copy  home. 

Lord  Kitchener  to  Secretary  of  State  for  War. 

Pretoria,  June  7,  1901. 
In    reference    to    the    alleged    murder    of 
Lieutenant  McDougal  and  a  Sergeant-Majoil^f 
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28th  Battery,  when  I  heard  of  the   case    I 
caused  inquiries  to  be  made  among  all  wounded. 
Report  unfounded.    Will  ask  correspondents  i 
for  their  authority  for  statement.  i 

Lord  Kitchener  to  Secretary  of  State  for  War. 
Pretoria,  June  11. 
An  Imperial  Yeomanry  officer,   Lieutenant 
Hem,  who  was  wounded  at  Vlakfontein,  has 
made  a  statement  that  he  saw  one  of  the  enemy  ' 
shoot  some  of  our  wounded  on  the  ground.         i 

From  Secretary  of  State  for  War  to 

Lord  Kitchener.  \ 

War  Office,  July  8,  1901.      | 

Detailed  statements  have  been  made  by  mail 

letters  in  press  re  shooting  of  our  wounded  by  | 

the  Boers  at  Vlakfontein,  have  you  any  infor-  I 

mation  beyond  your  telegram  of  June  11?        i 

Lord  Kitchener  to  Secretary  of  State  for  W  ar  | 
Pretoria,  July  9,  1901.  j 
In  reply  to  your  telegram  of  yesterday,  it  j 
has  been  testified  by  seven  men  that  they  saw 
Boers  shoot  wounded  men  at  Vlakfontein.  ' 
The  statements  they  made  were  sent  to  you  by 
last  mail.  I  have  ordered  evidence  on  oath  to  , 
be  taken.  I 

Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  :    May  I  ask  my  i 
right  hon.  friend  if,  when  the  evidence  I 
arrives,  he  will  communicate  it  to  the 
House,  or  the  purport  of  it  1 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :   Yes,  Sir. 


CIVIL    EMPLOYMENT    IN   THE    TRANS- 
VAAL—CASE OF  MR.  HENDER«C).N. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  (Durham.  Mid) : , 
I  heg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  ' 
Colonies  whether  his  attention  has  been ' 
called  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Henderson,  who  | 
has  been  ordered  to  leave  the  Transvaal ;  i 
is  he  aware  that  this  man  at  the  outbreak 
of  the  war  was  in  a  position  in  the  Hay 
Oonsohdation  Gold  Mine,  at  Germiston, 
and  then  served  in  Thorney  croft's 
Mounted  Infantry;  was  wounded,  and 
served  again  until  3l8t  March,  1901, 
when  he  went  back  to  Germiston,  where 
he  was  appointed  surveyor,  but  was 
ordered  by  the  British  authorities  to  leave 
the  Transvaal,  and  consequently  has 
since  been  without  employment ;  whether 
he  has  knowledge  of  any  orders  by  which 
British  subjects  and  soldiers  who  have 
served  are  compelled  to  leave  their  em- 
ployment in  the  Transvaal  and  go  either 
to  Natal  or  Cape  Colony ;  and  whether 
he  will  cause  inquiries  to  be  made  into 
Henderson's  case,  in  order  that  he  may 
be  allowed  to  return  to  Germiston,  and 
whether  any  compensation  can  be  given 


in  such  cases.  In  putting  the  question 
I  should  like  to  mention  two  facts,  namely, 
that  this  man  had  an  appointment  of 
£50  a  month,  and  now  he  is  out  of  em- 
ployment at  Durban. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  I  am  not  aware  oi 
the  case  referred  to.  Under  the  arrange- 
ments made  by  the  Commander-in-Chief 
in  South  Africa,  no  officers,  non-conunis- 
sioned  officers,  or  men  of  irregular  corps 
are,  at  present,  allowed  to  remain  in  the 
Transvaal  or  Orange  River  Colony  on 
discharge,  except  under  the  following 
conditions:  (1)  In  Government  employ  ; 
(2)  as  part  of  the  establishment  of 
the  Mines  Guard,  as  approved  by  Lord 
Kitchener,  and  raised  by  the  Chamber 
of  Mines  ;  (3)  under  special  circumstances 
to  be  decided  by  army  headquarters. 
South  Africa.  If  the  hon.  Member  will 
send  me  the  information  at  his  disposal 
bearing  on  this  particular  case,  I  will 
consider  whether  inquiries  should  be 
made. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  :  Then  am  I  to 
understand  that,  in  a  case  like  this,  where 
a  man  has  served  IJ  years  at  the  front, 
has  been  wounded,  and  in  hospital,  and 
gets  his  discharge,  the  British  authorities 
claim  the  right  to  drive  him  out  of  the 
employment  he  had  before  the  war 
commenced  ? 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  The  district  is 
under  martial  law,  and  discharged  men 
must  either  take  service  in  the  way 
mentioned  or  come  under  the  clause  as 
to  special  circumstances.  However,  I 
wJU  inquire  into  this  case. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILSON :  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  the  post  out 
of  which  this  man  has  been  driven  has 
been  filled  by  an  American  1 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  :  Does 
martial  law  supersede  Christianity  1 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.)  :  Is  it 
;  not  the  fact  that  a  great  many  men  have 
been  allowed  to  return  to  their  places  in 
South  Africa  who  have  done  nothing  to 
support  the  Government  during  the  war, 
but  loafed  in  Cape  Town  or  visited 
England  1 

Mr.  SEELY  (Lincoln) :  May  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whethej  there  are 
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not  a  considerable  number  of  Transvaal 
Boers  employed  by  the  Government,  and 
what  reason  there  is  for  not  employing 
our  own  people  ? 

[No  reply  was  given.] 


TELEGRAMS    BETWEEN    GENERAL 
BOTHA  AND  MR.  KRUGER. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  Lord  Kitchener  did  transmit 
any  telegram  from  General  L.  Botha  to 
President  Kruger;  and,  if  so,  why  no 
Papers  connected  with  such  transmission 
are  included  in  the  South  African  Papers 
circulated  on  9th  July. 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  Lord  Kitchener 
did  transmit  a  telegram  from  General 
Louis  Botha  to  ex-President  Kruger, 
and  a  reply  was  permitted.  The  only 
correspondence  on  the  subject  is  con- 
tained in  some  brief  telegrams  as  to  the 
cipher  which  should  be  employed,  which 
it  was  not  necessary  to  publish. 

Mr.  DILLON:  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  explain  how  it  is  that  in  the 
Papers  that  have  been  published  there  is 
no  reference  to  Lord  Kitchener's  trans- 
mitting this  telegram  1  There  is  a  note 
of  interrogation  inserted  in  Louis  Botha's 
proclamation  that  a  telegram  was  trans- 
mitted. 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  I  have  explained 
that  the  only  correspondence  which  took 
place  was  as  to  the  cipher  in  which  this 
telegram  should  be  sent.  There  were  no 
telegrams  from  Lord  Kitchener  to  the 
Government. 

Mr.  DILLON:  My  argument  is 
founded  on  this.  What  objection  is 
there  to  including  in  the  Papers  all  that 
passed  between  Lord  Kitchener  and 
Botha  with  reference  to  this  telegram  ? 
There  need  be  no  secret  about  the  cipher. 

Mr.  BRODRICK :  It  is  not  desirable 
that  correspondence  on  so  private  a 
question  as  to  what  cipher  should  be 
employed  should  be  given  to  the  pubHc. 

PEACE  NEGOTIATIONS  WITH  GENERAL 
BOTHA. 

Mr.  BLACK  (BanflFshire) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 


whether,  in  the  written  communications 
received  by  the  Government  from  Lord 
Kitchener  deaUng  with  his  interview 
with  Botha  on  28th  February  and  with 
the  subsequent  communications  passing 
betwixt  them,  Lord  Kitchener  has  stated 
that  he  regarded  the  independence  of  the 
Transvaal  and  Orange  River  Colonies  as 
the  point  upon  which  these  negotiations 
failed 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  I  have  pubUshed 
the  only  despatches  received  from  Lord 
Kitchener.  They  do  not  contain  this 
allegation. 

CONCENTRATION  CAMPS— STATISTICS- 
Mr.  C.  p.  SCOTT  (Lancashire,  Leigh) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
if  he  will  grant  a  Return  showing, 
monthly,  the  number  of  white  men, 
women,  and  children  in  each  of  the  con- 
centration camps  in  South  Africa,  and 
the  death  rate  in  each ;  and  if  he  can 
now  give  these  particulars  for  the  months 
of  May  and  June. 

Mr.  BRODRICK :  I  hope  to  be  able 
to  give  a  monthly  Return  of  the  white 
persons  in  these  camps  and  the  deaths. 
I  am  daily  expecting  the  figures  for 
June.  I  have  already  stated  the  total 
figures  for  May  in  the  Transvaal  camps 
on  the  17th  June,  and  in  the  Orange 
River  Colony,  Cape  Colony,  and  Natal 
camps  on  the  20th  June. 

SECOND  WORCESTERSHIRE  REGIMENT 
—ENTERIC  FEVER. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire, 
Ilkeston) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  if  he  can  state  how 
many  men  of  the  2nd  Worcestershire 
Regiment  were  on  the  sick  list  when  the 
regiment  reached  Bloemfontein  in  May, 
1900;  how  many  men  of  the  regiment 
suffered  from  enteric  fever  during  the 
stay  of  the  regiment  at  Bloemfontein, 
and  the  number  of  deaths ;  how  many 
of  the  men  were  left  sick  of  enteric  fever 
when  the  regiment  left  Bloemfontein ; 
and  how  many  died  of  enteric  fever  in 
the  two  months  after  the  regiment  had 
left. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Lord  Stanley, 
Lancashire,   Westhoughton) :  The    regi 
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ment  reached  Bloemfontein  in  the  week 
ending  the  6th  April,  1900,  and  had 
nineteen  admissions  to  hospital  from  all 
causes  during  the  march  thither  from 
Norvals  Pont,  of  these  twelve  were  dis- 
charged to  duty  soon  after  arrival. 
During  their  stay  at  Bloemfontein  up  to 
the  25th  May  there  were  fourteen  deaths 
from  enteric  fever,  and  from  the  25th 
May  to  the  27th  July  there  were  fifteen 
deaths  from  enteric  fever.  No  further 
statistics  are  available. 

MILITIA  FORCE  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devonshire,  South 
Mohon) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  he  can  give  the 
total  number  of  the  Militia  forces  sent  to 
South  Africa,  the  number  of  casualties 
among  officers  and  men  that  have 
occurred,  specifying  killed,  wounded, 
and  invaUded. 

Lord  STANLEY:  The  total  Militia 
sent  to  South  Africa  amounted  to  28,039. 
I  cannot  give  a  list  of  the  casualties,  as 
it  has  not  been  found  possible  to  keep 
up  separate  returns  of  the  casualties  of 
the  various  branches  of  the  service. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  :  Can  the  noble  Lord 
give  the  numbers  approximately  > 

Lord  STANLEY:  I  am  afraid  not. 
I  do  not  know  whether  I  can  obtain 
them. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL:  Can  the 
noble  Lord  relieve  our  anxiety  by  stating 
what  has  become  of  the  military  press 
censors  1    Are  thev  safe  1 

DEPENDENTS  OF  DECEASED  SOLDIERS. 
Mr.  bell  (Derby) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  can  give 
the  number  of  widows  and  orphans  of 
officers  and  men  who  have  been  killed 
in  action,  died  of  wounds  or  disease, 
or  invalided  home,  and  who  have  since 
died,  from  the  commencement  of  the  war 
in  South  Africa  up  to  the  present  date. 

Lord  STANLEY:  The  numbers 
approximately  are  as  follows : — Officers  : 
145  widows,  216  children ;  Men  :  3,138 
widows,  4,300  children. 

RETURN   OF  THE   8EAF0RTH  MILITIA. 

Mr.    weir    (Ross    and    Cromarty) : 

I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
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War  whether  he  is  aware  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  steamer  *'  Lovedale ' 
being  unable  to  carry  more  than  370  of 
the  Seaforth  Militia  from  Kyle  of  Loch- 
alsh  to  Stornoway  on  the  evening  of 
11th  June,  230  of  the  men  were  left 
at  Kyle,  where,  owing  to  the  insufficienc} 
of  the  accommodation,  they  had  to  spend 
the  night  on  the  platform  and  await 
the  sailing  o£  another  steamer  at  2  p.m. 
the  following  aftewioon.  And,  seeing 
that  the  regiment  had  just  returned 
from  a  hot  climate,  and  that  the  weather 
at  the  time  was  cold,  wet,  and  stormy, 
will  he  explain  why  instructions  were 
not  issued  for  some  of  the  men  to  be 
detained  and  accommodated  for  the 
night  at  Dingwall,  as  soon  as  it  was 
known  that  the  steamer  originally 
secured  to  convey  the  men  to  Storno- 
way was  not  available. 

Lord  STANLEY :  I  have  nothing  to 
add  to  the  very  full  explanation  which 
has  been  already  given  to  the  hon. 
Member.  * 

Mr.  weir  :  The  noble  Lord  has  not 
given  me  any  information  in  answer  to 
the  question  on  the  Paper.  One  of  the 
men  subjected  to  exposure  has  since  died 
in  consequence,  and  many  of  them  are 
seriously  ill.  I  think  this  matter  should 
be  inquired  into,  and  I  will  take  another 
opportunity  of  raising  it. 


THIRD    BATTALION    CONNAUGHT 
RANGERS. 

Mr.  CONOR  O'KELLY  (Mayo,  X.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  is  aware  that  the  men 
of  the  3rd  Battalion  Con  naught  Rangers, 
before  being  sent  from  Gravesend  to 
Castlebar  to  be  disbanded,  were  taken 
to  a  clothing  estabHshment  in  the  former 
place  to  purchase  clothes  by  the  quarter- 
master of  the  battalion,  and  that  the 
amounts  of  the  purchases  were  stopped 
from  the  bounty  to  which  the  men  were 
entitled.  Whether  he  will  state  the 
arrangement  made  between  the  Graves- 
end  clothier  and  the  quartermaster; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  men  have 
been  complaining  of  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  treated  in  their  pur- 
chases ;  whether  there  is  any  precedent 

•  See  Debates  [Fourth  Series],  VoL  xcv.,page 
1057  ;  Vol.  xcvL,  page  75. 
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for  the  proceeding,  and  can  he  explain 
why  the  men  were  not  allowed  to 
purchase  the  clothing  wherever  they 
vnshed. 

Jx)RD  STANLEY :  I  am  not  aware  of 
the  matters  alluded  to.  On  embodi- 
ment militiamen  can  dispose  of  their 
plain  clothes  or  arrange  for  their  safe 
custody,  and  on  disembodiment  can 
either  take  plain  clothes  or  13s.  6d.  in 
lieu;  in  the  latter  case  they  are  abso- 
lutely free  to  make  their  own  arrange- 
ments as  to  purchasing  plain  clothes. 
If  any  man  of  this  corps  has  any  com- 
plaint to  make  he  should  refer  it  to  the 
local  military  authorities. 

Mr.  CONOR  O'KELLY :  But  wfll 
the  noble  Lord  inquire  into  cases  which 
I  can  bring  under  his  notice  j 

Lord  STANLEY:  No,  Sir;  this  is  a 
question  entirely  in  the  discretion  of  the 
general  officer  commanding,  and  if  the 
men  have  any  complaints  1  am  certain 
they  will  be  looked  carefully  into  by 
officers  on  the  spot. 

RAILWAY      SERVANTS     IN    MILITAKY 
EMPLOYMENT— PROVISION  FOR  DK- 
I         PENDENTE. 

Mr.  HARBIS  (Tynemouth,) :  1  beg 
I  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  can  state  what  pensions 
are  being  provided  for  the  widows  and 
famiUes  of  railway  servants  in  military 
employment  who  have  lost  their  lives 
in  pursuance  of  their  duty  in  South 
Africa,  more  particularly  with  regard 
to  engine-drivers  and  firemen ;  and 
whether  any  provision  has  been  made 
for  the  distribution  of  medals  to  this 
branch  of  the  service ;  if  so,  whether 
of  equal  class  to  those  distributed  to 
men  enlisted  in  the  Regular  Army, 
Yeomanry,  and  Volunteers. 

Mr.  BBODEICK:  The  families  ot 
I  railway  employees  come  within  the  scope 
of  the  Patriotic  Fund,  and  in  some  cases 
are  already  in  receipt  of  pensions.  As 
regards  medals,  Lord  Kitchener  will 
forward  his  recommendations  in  due 
course. 

HAULBOWLINE     ORDNANCE     DEPART- 
MENT—LABOURERS* WAGES. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the 


War  OflSce  whether,  in  view  of  the  in- 
crease in  wages  granted  by  the  Admi- 
ralty to  the  dockyard  labourers  at  Haul- 
bowline,  the  War  Office  will  favourably 
consider  the  case  of  the  labourers  in  the 
Ordnance  Department  at  Haulbowline, 
whose  scale  of  pay  still  remains  at  16s. 
a  week. 

Lord  STANLEY:  The  pay  of  the 
labourers  in  the  Army  Ordnance  Depart- 
ment in  the  Cork  district  has  been 
already  raised  to  1 7s.  a  week  with  effect 
from  the  1st  April,  1901. 


ARMY  REMOUNTS— GLASGOW  TRAM- 
WAY   HORSES. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  has  received  a  letter 
from  the  corporation  of  Glasgow  with 
reference  to  the  sale  of  tramway  horses, 
and  whether  he  has  any  information 
in  connection  with  this  matter  which 
he  desires  to  communicate  to  the  House. 

Lord  STANLEY  :  Will  the  hon.  xMem- 
ber  kindly  refer  to  the  reply  which  I 
gave  to  a  question  put  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Govan  Division  of 
Lanarkshire  on  Monday  last.t 

Captain  NORTON:  Arising  out  of 
that  reply,  I  hope,  with  your  permission, 
Mr.  Speaker,  1  may  make  a  personal 
statement.  In  a  recent  debate  I  made 
a  certain  assertion  of  fact,  and  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
traversed  it  and  completely  denied  it. 
Immediately  afterwards  those  concerned 
sent  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  for  War 

Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  This 
does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  a  personal  ex- 
planation. A  personal  explanation  must 
relate  to  a  matter  which  in  some  way 
affects  the  character  or  reputation  of  an 
hon.  Member,  and  it  does  not  appear  to 
me  that  it  does  so  in  this  case.  The  hon. 
Member  cannot  enter  into  an  argument 
on  the  subject. 

Captain  NORTON :  I  wish  to  point 
out  that  I  made  a  statement  on  my  own 
responsibiUty,  and  it  was  denied  from 
the  Treasury  Bench.     I  have  now  proof 

~  t  See  preceding  ;ota^^j«^^~j^ 
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positive  that  my  statement  was  abso- 
lutely correct,  although  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  it  was  false. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  That  cannot  be 
dealt  with  as  a  question  of  personal  ex- 
planation. It  was  not  imputed  against 
the  hon.  Member  that  he  had  made  a 
statement  which  he  did  not  believe  to 
be  true,  and  mere  want  of  accuracy 
does  not  amount  to  a  personal  reflection 
upon  him. 

Captain  NORTON :  My  only  object 
in  rising  was  to  prove  that  I  was  accurate 
in  my  statement. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
is  now  putting  himself  out  of  court.  He 
cannot  proceed  to  argue  that  he  is  right. 

HOSPITAL  SHIP    FOR    THE    MEDI- 
TERRANEAN— THE   "MAINE." 

Mr.  HARMSWORTH  (Caithness) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admi- 
ralty whether  it  is  the  intention  of  His 
Majesty's  Grovernment  to  supply  the 
Mediterranean  Fleet  with  an  hospital  ship, 
and,  if  so,  can  he  state  when  this  will 
be  done. 

*The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Arnold-Forster,  Belfast, 
W.) :  It  is  proposed  to  send  the  hospital 
ship  **  Maine  *'  to  the  Mediterranean  at 
an  early  date. 


MEDITERRANEAN  FLEET^MR.  ARNOLD 
WHITE'S  LETTER. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre-  i 
tary  to  the  Admiralty  whether  the  infor- 1 
mation  in  reference  to  the  condition  of  I 
the  Mediterranean  Fleet  published  by  j 
Mr.  Arnold  White  was  obtained  by  | 
him  by  use  of  the  letter  which  he  j 
obtained  from  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty,  and  why  that  information  ^ 
was  withheld  from  the  House  of  Com- ; 


mons. 

*Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER:  I  am 
not  aware  of  what  action  Mr.  Arnold 
White  may  have  taken,  but  I  am  confi- 
dent that  no  naval  oflScer  gave  informa- 
tion to  Mr.  White  which  he  would  not 
otherwise  have  given,  in  consequence  of 
the  letter  referr^  to.     I  have  no  reason 


to  believe  that  any  attempt  was  ever 
made  to  use  the  letter  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  such  information.  No  infor- 
mation with  respect  to  the  ships  in  the 
Mediterranean  has  been  withheld  from 
the  House  of  Commons. 

Mr.  DILLON:  But  Mr.  Arnold 
White's  own  language  is  that  if  the 
members  of  the  Navy  League  have 
obtained  any  information  it  is  due  pri- 
marily to  the  action  of  the  Admiralty 
itself. 

*Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER :  He  refers 
in  his  letter  to  an  answer  which  I  gave 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  Wolverhampton. 
Neither  question  nor  answer  had  any- 
thing whatever  to  do  with  the  point 
raised  by  the  hon.  Member. 

j     Mr.    DILLON :     I   am   quoting  the 
language  of  Mr.   Arnold  White's  own 
; letter. 

♦Mr.   ARNOLD-FORSTER:    There  is 
1  no  such  statement  in  the  letter. 

VICTUALLING  IN  THE  NAVY. 

Mr.  HARMSWORTH  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  Board  of  Admi- 
ralty to  improve  the  quality  and  increase 
the  quantity  of  the  rations  issued  to  the 
bluejackets  and  stokers  of  the  Royal 
Navy. 

*Mr.  ARNOLD  -  FORSTER  :  The 
Report  of  the  Victualling  Committee, 
which  has  dealt  with  the  subject  referred 
to  in  the  question,  will  shortly  be  pre- 
sented to  Parliament.  The  Report 
makes  various  recommendations  with 
respect  to  the  point  raised  by  the  hon. 
Member,  but  I  am  not  yet  in  a  position 
to  state  what  are  the  exact  steps  which 
the  Admiralty  will  think  it  desirable  to 
take  upon  such  recommendations. 


MODERNISATION     OF    DOCKYARD 
MACHINERY. 

Mr.  HARMSWORTH  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether 
any  steps  are  being  taken  to  modernise 
the  machinery  in  His  Majesty's  dock- 
yards, and,  if  so,  to  what  extent. 
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*Mr.  ARNOLD  -  FORSTER  :  The 
great  importance  of  modernising  all  the 
machinery  in  the  Royal  dockyards  is 
fully  appreciated  at  the  Admiralty.  An 
average  of  £67,000  a  year  has  heen 
spent  for  this  purpose  during  the  last 
ten  years.  A  sum  of  £215,000  for 
machinery  for  establishments  on  shore 
is  included  in  the  current  year's  Estimates 
—of  which  a  large  portion  is  for  the 
dockyards. 

NAVAL  ARMAMENTS  —  H.MS. 
"  DREADNOUGHT." 

Mr.  HARMSWORTH  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  the  '*  Dread- 
nought **  originally  had  in  her  turrets 
four  12*5  38-ton,  Mark  I.  muzzle-loading 
guns,  which  have  been  replaced,  by 
other  muzzle-loading  guns,  and  that  the 
change  involved  great  alterations,  such 
as  cutting  away  a  portion  of  the  armour, 
can  he  state  what  expense  was  entailed, 
and  in  what  respects  the  fighting  effi- 
ciency of  the  ship  has  been  increased. 

*Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  In  1897 
the  Mark  I.  muzzle-loading  guns  of  the 
*  Dreadnought "  were  replaced  by 
similar  guns  of  a  later  pattern,  having 
lower  pressures  and  an  increased  muzzle 
velocity.  It  was  not  necessary  to  cut 
a^ay  the  armour,  the  only  alteration 
inTolved  being  that  which  was  necessary 
to  strengthen  the  gun  slides.  The  total 
cost  involved  in  the  alteration  to  the  guns 
and  gun  mountings  was  £3,250. 

HMr.  PAULTOX  (Durham,  Bishop 
Auckland) :  Then  are  vessels  still  being 
armed  with  muzzle-loading  guns  ] 

*Mr.  ARNOLD  -  FORSTER  :  No ; 
for  a  long  time  past  no  ships  have  been 
anned  with  them. 

Mr.  PAULTON  :  But  did  not  the  hon. 
Gentleman  say  the  guns  were  replaced 
in  18971 

*Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER:  Yes; 
the  old  guns  were  then  replaced  by 
newer  guns  of  the  same  kind. 

ROYAL  NAVY— TURBINE  ENGINES. 
Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
I  b^  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admi- 


ralty whether  the  Board  of  Admiralty 
have  now  come  to  any  conclusion  as  to  the 
adoption  of   the  turbine  system  of  pro- 
pulsion for  vessels  of  His  Majesty's  Fleet ; 
has  it  been  found  from  the  experience 
of  the  *'  Viper  "  that  this  system,  besides 
giving    greater    speed,  enables    all    the 
engines  to  be  placed  below  the  water-line, 
that  it  entirely  gets  rid  of  all  vibration, 
and  thus  greatly  diminishes  the  risk  of 
breakdowns,  as  well  as  the  discomfort 
caused  by  vibration,  that    the  turbine 
engines  occupy  little  more  than  half  the 
space  required  for  corresponding  engines 
of  the  usual  type,  thus  affording  more 
j  space  for  stowage  of  fuel  or  ammunition, 
j  and  that  fewer  men  are  needed  in  the 
I  engine  room  ;  do  the  Admiralty  propose 
I  to  adopt  this  system  in  any  of  the  battle- 
ships,   cruisers,    or  destroyers  included 
'  in  this  year's  programme  of  new  construe- 
;  tion  ;   and,  if  not,  why  not. 

*Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER :  No  con- 
clusion has  yet  been  reached  as  to  the 
adoption  of  the  turbine  system  of  pro- 
pulsion for  vessels  of  His  Majesty's 
fleet.  Trials  are  now  in  progress  with 
the  **  Viper  "  under  service  conditions, 
and  in  comparison  with  other  destroyers. 
Much  valuable  information,  which  will 
assist  in  reaching  a  decision  as  to  further 
applications  of  the  turbine  system,  will 
thus  be  obtained.  Experience  with  the 
**  Viper  "  has  shown  that  a  higher  speed 
can  be  realised  with  her  turbo-motors 
than  can  be  obtained  in  a  destroyer 
of  similar  dimensions  and  form  fitted 
with  ordinary  engines.  Vibration  is 
practically  avoided.  It  does  not  appear 
correct  to  say  that  the  turbo-motor 
engines  necessarily  occupy  less  space 
than  the  ordinary  reciprocating  engines, 
but  they  require  less  vertical  height  and 
therefore  can,  as  the  hon.  Member 
suggests,  be  more  easily  kept  below  the 
water-line — an  undoubted  advantage. 
The  total  engine  room  and  boiler  room 
complement  of  the  **  Viper  "  is  larger 
than  that  required  in  the  30-knot  de- 
stroyers fitted  with  the  ordinary  engines, 
but  the  horse-power  developed  at  her 
maximum  speed  is  greatly  in  excess  in 
the  former  ship.  Proposals  with  outline 
designs  for  fitting  turbo-motors  in  third 
class  cruisers  and  new  types  of  destroyers 
are  now  under  consideration.  No  deci- 
sion has  been  reached  respecting  vessels 
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included  in  this  year's  programme.  It 
is  not  contemplated  at  present  to  adopt 
the  system  on  battleships  or  large 
cruisers. 

NAVAL  WORKS-DESIGNS  AND  PLANS- 
SUGGESTED  OPEN  COMPETITION. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  with 
regard  to  the  system  of  contracting  pur- 
sued by  the  Admiralty  in  respect  of 
naval  works  for  which  an  expenditure 
has  been  authorised  of  £23,636,922, 
under  which  system  the  Admiralty 
settles  in  its  own  Works  Department  the 
design  and  plans  of  these  works  and  all 
the  details  of  their  construction,  and 
puts  up  to  competition  the  price  alone  at 
which  the  works  thus  conditioned  will 
be  executed,  will  His  Majesty*s  Govern- 
ment consider  the  desirabiUty  of  putting 
up  to  competition  the  design  and  plan  of 
any  future  works,  as  well  as  their  price ; 
and,  if  not,  will  he  state  the  reasons 
for  adhering  to  the  present  system. 

The  civil  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Pretyman,  Suffolk,  Wood- 
bridge)  :  The  practice  usually  followed 
at  the  Admiralty  is  correctly  described 
by  the  hon.  Member.  The  design  and 
plan  of  works,  and  details  of  their  con- 
struction, are  settled  in  the  Works  Depart- 
ment, and  the  price  of  carrying  out  the 
works  is  alone  made  a  matter  of  compe- 
tition. This  practice  is  in  conformity 
with  that  ordinarily  followed  by  dock 
and  railway  companies  and  harbour 
boards  which  possess  an  adequate  engi- 
neering staff.  The  system  under  which 
the  design  and  plan  of  works  are  made 
the  subject  of  competition  would,  how- 
ever, be  adopted  in  any  case  in  which,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Admiralty,  it  offered 
distinct  advantages. 

NAVAL  CONTRACTS— PUBLICATION  OF 
Ti^:NDERS. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  is  it  the 
practice  of  the  Admiralty,  when  they 
have  made  contracts  based  on  the  accept- 
ance of  one  of  several  competitive 
tenders,  not  to  pubUsh  the  amounts  of 
the  tenders  received  with  the  names  of 
those  who  have  made  them ;  and,  if  so, 
will  the  Admiralty  consider  the  desira- 


biUty of  publishing  these  particulars,  as 
is  done  by  local  authorities  in  similar 
cases. 

Mr.  pretyman  :  This  question  was 
fully  inquired  into  in  1888  by  the 
Directors  of  Army  and  Navy  Contracts, 
and  the  conclusion  arrived  at,  as  the 
result  of  experience  and  after  obtaining 
the  opinions  of  manufacturers,  was  that 
it  was  to  the  interest  of  the  country  that 
the  practice  of  treating  tenders  as  strictly 
confidential  should  be  continued.  The 
Report  of  the  Directors  of  Army  and 
Navy  Contracts  upon  the  subject  was 
presented  to  Parliament  in  March,  1888. 

INDIAN  STAFF  CORPS. 

Sir  SEYMOUR  KING  (Hull,  Central): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  he  has  recently  received 
a  despatch  from  the  Government  oi 
India  having  reference  to  the  complaints 
of  the  Indian  Staff  Corps  officers  in 
respect  of  their  supersession  by  oflScers 
of  the  British  Service  ;  whether  the 
Government  of  India  are  aware  of  the 
urgency  of  the  grievance,  and  have 
made  recommendations  for  remedying 
it ;  and  whether  any  decision  has  yet 
been  arrived  at ;  and  if  not,  can  he  state 
when  he  will  be  in  a  position  to  make  a 
definite  announcement  on  the  subject. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  fx)R 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
Ealing)  :  This  matter  has  been  for  some 
time  under  consideration,  but  within  the 
last  few  days,  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Government  of  India,  I  have  sanc- 
tioned a  reduction  of  the  periods  qualify- 
ing for  promotion  to  the  ranks  of  captain 
and  major  in  the  Indian  Staff  Corps  from 
eleven  to  nine  years  and  from  twenty  to 
eighteen  years  respectively. 

BAROTZEI.AND. 

Mr.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  an  expedition  has  been 
despatched  to  Barotzeland,  whether  the 
natives  have  risen,  and  whether  another 
small  native  war  is  in  progress. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  A  state- 
ment appeared  in  the  Buluwayo 
Chronicle    of    6th    February    that   the 
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natires  in  Barotzeland  were  in  an  un* 
settled  condition.  On  the  2nd  of  April 
the  acting  administrator  reported  that 
this  statement  was  without  the  slightest 
foundation.  If  the  hon.  Member  has 
later  information,  I  will  inquire  as  to  its 
truth  by  telegraph. 

CAPE  TO  AUSTRALIA  CABLE 
CONTRACT. 

*SiR  EDWARD  SASSOOX  (Hythe) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  a  contract  has  now 
been  signed  in  connection  with  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Cape  to  AustraUa  cable ; 
whether  he  will  state  the  nature  of  the 
landing  privileges  accorded  to  the  con- 
tracting company,  more  especially  with 
regard  to  the  Cocos  Islands  ;  and  whether, 
in  yiew  of  modern  precedents  and  con- 
sidering the  appeals  made  by  Canada, 
Australia,  and  Cape  Colony,  he  will 
obtain  the  insertion  of  an  expropriation 
clause  reserving  to  the  State  the  right  of 
purchase  on  equitable  terms. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  No  general 
eontract  will  be  signed  between  His 
Majesty's  Government  and  the  Eastern 
Telegraph  Company  in  regard  to  this 
Cape-Australia  cable,  but  the  conditions 
by  which  the  company  will  be  bound 
will  be  embodied  in  landing  Ucences, 
shortly  to  be  issued  for  this  cable  at 
ilauritius,  Rodrigues,  and  Cocos  Islands, 
•^n  the  lines  indicated  in  my  answer  to  the 
question  of  the  hon.  Member  of  the 
Uth  March  last.f  I  have  not  received 
^ny  appeals  from  Canada,  AustraUa,  and 
the  Cape  that  an  expropriation  clause 
ishould  be  inserted  in  these  licences. 

*SiR  EDWARD  SASSOON:  Is  my 
right  hon.  friend  aware  that  responsible 
^-odies  in  these  colonies,  such  as  '^hamberff 
^'i  commerce  and  boards  of  trade,  have 
repeatedly  passed  resolutions  urging  the 
adoption  of  this  clause  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  That  is  not 
the  question  on  the  Paper.  I  was  asked 
H  appeals  had  been  made  by  Canada, 
Australia,  and  Cape  Colony,  and  my 
reply  to  that  is  in  the  negative. 

^  See  DebaUs  [Fourth  Series],  Vol.  xc, 
P*gell57. 


SLAVERY  IN  ZANZIBAR. 


Mr.    J.    A.    PEASE   (Essex,    Saffron 
Walden) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether 
the  attention  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment has  been  drawn  to  the  decision  of 
the  Provincial  Court  of  Mombasa,  in  the 
slave    case    which    was    heard    before 
'  Mohammedan  assessors,  in  which  judg- 
,  ment  was  deUvered  by  the  judge  of  that 
!  court  on  25th  April,  1898,  to  the  effect 
!  that  all  slaves  imported  into  the    coast 
i  territories    of   the    Sultan    of    Zanzibar 
since  the  decree  of  18th  April,  1876,  are 
'  illegally  held  and  should  be  confiscated  ; 
and    whether,     having    regard     to  thia 
I  judgment,  the  Government  will  accele- 
'  rate  the  process  of  ending  slavery  in  the 
I  British  Protectorate  of  Zanzibar,  situated 
j  on  the  mainland,  by  issuing  a  proclama- 
tion to  make  the  decision  known  and 
effective  throughout  that  portion  of  the 
Sultanate. 

*The  under  secretary  of  STATE 
FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Viscount 
Cranborne,  Rochester) :  His  Majesty's 
Government  are  aware  of  the  decision 
referred  to.  The  Proclamation  issued 
by  the  Sultan  of  Zanzibar  on  the  1 8th  of 
April,  1876,  is  no  doubt  perfectly  familiar 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  mainland 
dominions  of  the  Sultan  of  Zanzibar,  but 
His  Majesty's  Commissioner  in  East 
Africa  will  be  consulted  in  regard  to  the 
suggestion  that  further  steps  should  he 
taken  to  give  pubUcity  to  the  decision 
referred  to  in  the  question. 

INCOME  TAX  STATISTICS. 

Mr.  DAVID  MacIVER  (Liverpool, 
Kirkdale) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  whether  he  can  state 
how  many  persons  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  pay  income  tax,  and,  approxi- 
mately, what  proportion  the  total  num- 
ber of  income-tax  payers  bears  to  the 
total  adult  population  of  the  United 
Kingdom. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  There  are  no  actual  statistics 
on  this  point,  and  I  must  decline  to  give 
figures  which  could  be  no  more  than  a 
guess  at  the  truth. 
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TOTTENHAM  MORTUARY  SCANDAL. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  a  case  last 
Wednesday  at  the  Tottenham  police 
court,  when  it  came  to  light  that  the 
body  of  a  child  had  been  lying  for  ten 
days  in  the  Tottenham  mortuary  owing 
to  a  dispute  between  the  local  authorities 
as  to  who  was  liable  for  the  expense  of 
burying  it,  and  whether  he  will  cause  a 
strict  inquiry  into  this  case  to  be  held. 

*The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Ritchie,  Croydon) :  I  am  informed  by 
the  police  that  the  child  died  on  24th 
June.  The  father  applied  for  a  burial 
order  on  the  29th,  but  the  relieving 
officer  did  not  feel  justified  in  giving 
the  order,  because  he  thought  the  father 
could  aflford  to  bury  the  child  himself. 
He  was  told,  however,  that  the  appli- 
cation would  be  referred  to  the  guardians 
at  their  meeting  on  3rd  July,  and  on 
that  day  the  guardians  granted  an 
order  for  the  burial,  the  expenses  to 
be  advanced  on  loan.  The  delay  in  bury- 
ing is  most  regrettable.  Such  a  state 
of  things  ought  not,  in  my  opinion,  to 
have  been  allowed  to  arise,  but  I  have 
no  power  to  intervene. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  Is  it 
within  the  knowledge  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  this  body  remained  in 
the  mortuary  for  nine  or  ten  days  ?  Will 
his  department  take  steps  to  prevent 
such  a  thing  occurring  again  ? 

*Mr.  RITCHIE:  The  body  no  doubt 
did  remain  in  the  mortuary  the  time 
named.  I  have  expressed  my  views  on 
the  question.  I  have  no  power  of  inter- 
ference. 


THE  PENRHYN  QUARRY  DISPUTE. 
*Mr.  WILLIAM  JONES  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Arfon) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  fact  that  the  acting  under-sheriff  for 
the  county  of  Carnarvon  is  solicitor  to 
Lord  Penrhyn,  and,  with  his  partner,  a 
prosecutor  in  cases  arising  out  of  the 
Penrhyn  Quarry  dispute,  which  will 
come  before  Mr.  Justice  Grantham  at  the 


Carnarvon  Summer  Assizes  on  Friday, 
12th  July,  and  whether,  under  these 
circumstances,  the  acting  under-sheriff 
has  summoned  and  empanelled  the  jurors 
who  will  try  the  said  cases ;  if  so,  whether 
this  is  in  accordance  with  the  usual  prac- 
tice, and  what  steps  he  proposes  to  take 
in  the  matter. 

*Mr.  RITCHIE:  I  have  no  authority 
to  take  any  action  with  regard  to  the 
facts  as  stated  in  the  question — as  to 
which  facts  I  have  no  ofl&cial  information. 
The  only  remedy  in  such  a  case  would  be 
the  legal  one  of  challenge. 

*Mr.  WILLIAM  JONES :  May  I  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he  will 
ascertain  whether  this  same  acting  under 
sheriff  is  also  an  informant  in  one  or 
more  of  the  cases  to  be  tried,  as  the 
matter  is  urgent  and  the  cases  are  to 
come  before  the  Assizes  to-morrow. 

♦Mr.  RITCHIE :  I  have  told  the  hon. 
Gentleman  that,  assuming  the  facts  to 
be  true — and  I  have  no  doubt  he  has 
made  inquiry  as  to  that — ^I  have  no 
power  to  intervene.  The  only  remedy  I 
know  of  is  the  remedy  of  challenge. 
Every  man  on  the  whole  panel  can  be 
challenged. 


PROHIBITED  PLAYS—"  SECRETS  OF 
THE  HAREM." 

Mr.  JOHN  CAMPBELL  (Armagh, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  if  he  can  state  on  what  grounds 
the  presentation  of  the  play  styled 
'*  Secrets  of  the  Harem,"  which  has 
already  run  for  over  four  years,  has  been 
recently  prohibited  at  the  Shakespeare 
Theatre,  Clapham  Junction,  and  if  he 
will  see  that  this  inhibition,  which  is 
causing  loss  to  the  various  persons 
engaged  in  the  enterprise,  is  promptly 
removed. 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT 
(Mr.  Jesse  Colungs,  Birmingham,  Bor- 
desley) :  The  Secretary  of  State  has  been 
asked  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
to  answer  this  question.  Representa- 
tions having  been  made  to  the  Lord 
Chamberlain  that  this  play,  as  recently 
presented  and  advertised,  was  oflfensive 
to  the  sovereign  of  a  friendly  state,  the 
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licence  was  withdrawn.  While  regret- 
ting any  loss  that  the  inhibition  may 
enUil  upon  the  persons  engaged  in  the 
enterprise,  the  Lord  Chamberlain  sees  no 
reason  to  alter  his  decision,  though  he 
will  be  happy  to  consider  any  revised 
Tersion  under  a  diflferent  title  and  with 
all  objectionable  matter  eUminated. 

Mr,  JOHN  CAMPBELL :  How  was 
it  that  this  play  ran  for  four  years  with- 
out being  interfered  with  ? 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS :  I  under- 
stand that  it  did  not  run  consecutively 
for  four  years  in  the  present  theatre, 
but  it  has  been  revived  this  year  at  the 
Shakespeare  Theatre,  and,  objection 
having  been  made,  the  Lord  Chamber- 
lain intervened. 


MERCHANT   SHIPPING  ACT— MANNING 
REGULATIONS. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  ships  fiying  the  British 
flag  and  trading  between  foreign  ports 
are  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Merchant  Shipping  Act  in  reference  to 
certificated  officers,  or  whether  these 
ships  may  proceed  to  sea  without  a  single 
certificated  officer  on  board. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour, 
Leeds,  Central) :  No,  Sir.  British  vessels 
trading  between  foreign  ports  are  not 
rquired  by  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act 
to  carry  certificated  officers. 

LIGHTHOUSE  COMMUNICATION. 
Sir  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  it  is  in  contemplation 
to  adopt  wireless  telegraphy  for  com- 
munication between  lighthouses  and 
lightships  and  the  coastguard  and  Uf eboat 
stations  on  the  shores  of  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  The  ques- 
tion of  the  establishment  of  electrical 
communication,  including  wireless  tele- 
graphy, between  lighthouses,  lightships, 
and  the  shores  of  the  United  Kingdom 
is  under  the  consideration  of  a  Depart- 
mental Committee,  appointed  in  1899, 


but  I  cannot  say  at  present  that  wireless 
telegraphy  will  be  selected  as  the  best 
method  of  communication  in  any  particu- 
lar case. 


GAS    LIGHT    AND    COKE    COMPANY'S 
CHARGES. 

Mr.  lough  (Islington,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  case  of  Mr.  J.  S.  Rubinstein, 
a  gas  consumer  in  the  district  of  the  Gas 
Light  and  Coke  Company,  who  disputed 
his  account  on  the  ground  of  overcharge, 
arising  from  the  fact  that  his  meter 
did  not  register  correctly;  whether  he 
has  observed  that  the  Gas  Company, 
although  admitting  a  certain  overcharge, 
insist  on  taking  the  case  before  a  London 
police  magistrate  instead  of  into  a  civil 
court,  the  company  claiming  the  right 
to  so  proceed  under  an  Act  of  1868  that 
is  out  of  print ;  and  whether,  in  the  inte- 
rests of  the  consumers  of  London,  he  can 
do  anything  to  obUge  the  company  to 
take  cases  where  there  is  a  bona  fide 
dispute  before  a  civil  instead  of  a  criminal 
tribunal. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  My  atten- 
tion had  not  been  called  to  this  matter 
until  I  received  particulars  of  it  from 
the  hon.  Member.  I  am  informed  by 
the  Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company  that 
they  took  proceedings  in  the  police 
court  under  the  provisions  of  their  special 
Act  as  being  the  cheapest  and  most 
expeditious  way  of  having  the  question 
settled.  The  Board  of  Trade  have  no 
power  to  act  as  suggested  in  the  last 
paragraph  of  the  hon.  Member's  question. 

Mr.  lough  :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  think  it  more  desirable  that 
such  matters  as  these  should  be  dealt 
with  in  a  civil  instead  of  a  criminal 
court  1 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  I  cannot 
answer  that  question.  The  company 
are  acting  under  their  statutory  powers. 

RAILWAY    RACE    NORTHWARDS. 

Mr.  bell  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  racing  between  the 
trains  of  the  various  railway  companies 
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running  between  London  and  Scotland, 
and  to  the  fact  that  on  the  1st  instant 
the  east  coast  train  arrived  in  Edinburgh 
thirteen  minutes  before  schedule  time, 
and  on  the  5th  instant  the  west  coast 
train  arrived  at  Edinburgh  thirty-five 
minutes  before,  schedule  time ;  and 
whether  he  will  take  steps,  by  legislation 
or  otherwise,  to  prevent  the  continuation 
of  such  practice,  in  the  interest  of  the 
public  safety. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  Railway 
companies  are  fully  aware  of  the  heavy 
responsibility  which  rests  upon  them 
to  ensure  the  safety  of  the  travelling 
public,  and  I  do  not  think  it  expedient 
to  interfere  with  that  responsibility 
as  suggested  in  the  question. 

MERCHANT    VESSELS*    CARGOES. 

Mr.  JOYCE  (Limerick):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  he  can  state  what  steps,  if  any, 
the  Board  of  Trade  intend  to  take  to 
secure  that  foreign  vessels  leaving  British 
ports  shall  not  carry  more  cargo  than  the 
amount  indicated  by  the  load-line  of 
British  ships. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  When 
foreign  ships  take  cargo  at  ports  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  the  question  tvhether 
they  are  overladen  is  determined  on  the 
same  principles  under  which  the  load-line 
is  applied  to  British  ships.  If  necessary 
the  foreign  ships  are  detained  under  the 
provisions  of  Section  462,  of  the  Merchant 
Shipping  Act,  1894. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  Can  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  give  the  case  of 
any  foreign  ship  that  has  been  detained  ? 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  Perhaps 
the  hon.  Gentleman  will  put  that  question 
down. 


PAUPER    CHILDREN  — BOARDING-OUT 
REGULATIONS. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  whether  children  ad(H)ted  by 
the  guardians  under  the  Poor  Law  Act, 
1899,  can  be  boarded  out  under  the 
regulations  of  the  Local  Government 
Board. 


The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Walter 
Long,  Bristol,  S.) :  The  children  referred 
to  in  the  question  are  not  necessarily 
amongst  those  who  can  be  boarded  out 
by  the  guardians  under  the  boarding-out 
Order.  This  can  only  be  done  where 
the  children  are  orphan  or  deserted 
within  the  definition  given  by  the  Order. 

EPIDEMIC  AMONG  AMERICAN  HORSES 
—PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  IMPORTA- 
TION  INTO  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Mr.  HERMON-HODGE  (Oxfordshire, 
Henley) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  whether  he  is 
aware  that  an  epidemic  of  infectious 
fever,  resembling  influenza,  is  prevalent 
amongst  horses  in  New  York ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  more 
than  one-half  of  the  horses  import^ 
into  this  country  come  from  the  United 
States  of  America,  he  can  inform  the 
House  what  steps  are  being  taken  at  our 
ports  to  discover,  and,  if  possible,  to  check, 
the  importation  of  infected  animals. 

*The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Hanbcry, 
Preston) :  In  answer  to  inquiries  through 
the  Foreign  Office  as  to  the  reported 
epidemic  amongst  horses  in  New  York 
I  have  received  the  following  telegram— 

"  Mild  and  local  epizootic  laryngeal  influenza 
prevalent  in  New  York  and  Brooklyn.  Horses 
for  export  to  United  Kingdom,  which  are 
chiefly  drawn  from  Western  cuid  Middle  States, 
appear  to  be  unafl'ected.  All  horses  are 
examined  before  shipment  by  Government 
inspectors,  and  as  yet  none  are  reported  to 
have  been  rejected ;  they  are  kept  in  Gorern- 
ment  stock  yards,  and  have  little  chance  of 
infection.** 

The  local  authorities  at  most  of  the 
principal  ports  are  continuing  to  inspect 
imported  horses  as  they  arrive.  At  the 
port  of  London  we  are  taking  steps  to 
supplement  the  information  obtained 
at  the  other  principal  ports  by  inspection 
on  the  part  of  our  own  officers.  Upon 
the  results  of  this  inspection  will  depend 
the  question  whether  there  is  sufficient 
evidence  of  disease  to  require  further 
administrative  action. 

In  reply  to  a  further  Question,  which 
was  very  indistinctly  heard — 

♦Mr.  HANBURY  said  the  (Jovemment 
inspectors  so  far  had  only  been  at  work 
in  the  port  of  London  three  or  four  days. 
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CANADIAN  CATTLE  TRADE. 


Sib  JOHN  LENG:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture whether  he  can  now  lay  upon 
the  Table  of  the  House  representations 
recdved  by  him  from  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada 
respecting  the  prohibition  of  the  sale  of 
liTB  Canadian  cattle  in  the  United  King- 
dom, although  upwards  of  800,000  have 
been  slaughtered  without  any  trace  of 
disease,  and  also  any  reply  which  has 
been  made  to  these  representations. 

*Mb.  HANBURY  :  The  hon.  Member 
does  not  seem  to  be  aware  that  the  pro- 
kibition  of  the  sale  of  live  cattle  imported 
from  abroad,  except  at  the  foreign  wharves 
fer  slaughter  there,  is  not  limited  by  any 
means  to  Canada,  and  that  it  is  not  due 
to  any  regulation  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
€ulture,  but  to  an  Act  passed  so  recently 
as  1896.  I  shall  be  glad  to  show  the 
hon.  Member  a  copy  of  the  correspond- 
ence. 


TRAVELLING  POST  OFFICES— COMPEN- 
SATION TO  INJURED  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  lough  ;  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the 
Postmaster  General,  whether  he  can 
state  the  conditions  of  service  under 
which  officers  of  the  Post  Office  are 
employed  in  the  travelling  Post  Office ; 
whether,  in  case  of  railway  accidents 
causing  loss  of  life  or  injury  to  these 
oflScials,  the  Department  is  responsible ; 
and,  if  so,  what  are  the  scales  of  com- 
pensation. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THB  TREASURY  (Mr.  Austen  Chamber- 
m^,  Worcestershire,  E.) :  The  condi- 
tions of  service  under  which  officers  of 
the  Post  Office  are  employed  in  the 
travelling  Post  Office  are  the  same  as 
those  in  force  in  other  sections  of  the 
Pest  Office,  except  that,  when  traveUing, 
the  officers  are  granted  a  trip  allowance 
ia  addition  to  their  ordinary  salaries. 
In  case  of  accidents  on  the  railway 
causing  loss  of  Ufe  or  injury  the  officers 
oi  the  Post  Office  are  in  the  same  position 
as  ordinary  passengers,  and  have  the 
«ame  remedy  against  the  railway  com- 
panies. 

VOL  XCVn.      i[FouRTH  Series.] 


TELEGRAPHS  IN  THE  ISLAND  OF 
LEWIS. 

Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
ihaster  General,  if  he  can  state  when  the 
telegraph  offices  at  Kerse  and  Gravir,  in 
the  Park  District  of  the  Island  of  Lewis, 
will  be  open  for  the  transaction  of  tele- 
graph business. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The 
Postmaster  General  hopes  to  have  the 
extension  of  the  telegraph  to  Eerse  and 
Gravir  completed  about  the  end  of 
August. 

MALLAIG  MAIL  DELAY. 
Mr.  WEIR  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the 
Postmaster  General,  if  he  will  state  on 
how  many  occasions  between  1st  April, 
1901,  and  the  22nd  June,  inclusive,  the 
Stornoway  mail  steamer  has  been  late  in 
her  arrival  at  Stornoway  and  Mallaig 
respectively,  and  will  he  say  how  often 
the  delay  exceeded  half  an  hour. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The 
mail  steamer  from  Kyle  during  the 
period  in  question  has  frequently  reached 
Stornoway  a  few  minutes  late,  but  this 
has  been  often  due  to  the  late  arrival  of 


the  train  at  Kyle.  During  the  same 
I  period  the  boat  was  more  than  half  an 
hour  late  on  twenty-nine  occasions.  In 
the  reverse  direction  the  contract  service 
ends  at  Kyle,  and  the  steamer  reached 
that  port  late  on  four  occasions  only 
during  the  period  in  question,  on  three 
of  which  the  lateness  exceeded  half  an 
hour. 

Mr.  weir  :  The  hon.  Gentleman  has 
not  told  me  how  many  times  the  steamer 
has  been  late. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  I 
cannot  give  the  exact  number  of  times, 
but  she  has  frequently  been  a  few  minutes 
late,  and  on  twenty-nine  occasions,  as  I 
have  said,  she  was  more  than  half  an 
hour  late. 

WIRELESS  TELEGRAPHY   ON    BRITISH 
STEAMSHIPS. 

Sir  JOHN  LENG  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  represent- 
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ing  the  Postmaster  General,  whether 
any  agreement  has  been  arrived  at  be- 
tween the  Post  Office  and  tlw  Admiralty 
to  facilitate  the  use  of  Marconi's  wireless 
telegraphy  by  British  steamships  for 
postal  telegraphs  and  news  messages. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  No, 
Sir ;  no  agreement  has  yet  been  come  to. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central) :  May  I  ask  how  this  matter 
stands  1  It  is  one  of  great  importance. 
Is  anything  being  done,  or  are  the  nego- 
tiations at  an  end  ] 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  No, 
Sir;  the  negotiations  are  proceeding.^ 

PRESS  TELEGRAMS. 
Sir  JOHN  LENG  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  represent- 
ing the  Postmaster  General,  whether  an 
intimation  recently  made  to  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Sheffield  newspaper  that 
the  main  roads  of  Post  Office  telegraphs 
throughout  the  country  have  become  so 
crowded  that  it  is  necessary  to  reserve 
the  remaining  space  for  the  public  wires, 
which  will  be  required  in  the  immediate 
future,  has  been  made  in  view  of  the 
recent  augmentation  in  the  number  of 
wires  by  the  underground  cable  to  Bir- 
mingham and  the  North  ;  whether  the  | 
further  intimation  of  the  Postmaster  i 
General  that  his  inabiUty  to  undertake! 
the  work  will  not  prevent  newspapers! 
obtaining  private  wires  through  some  i 
other  agency  than  the  Post  Office  means 
that  the  Post  Office  has  finally  aban- 
doned its  claim  to  a  monopoly  of  the  tele- 
graph service,  and  that  it  is  now  open  to 
promoters  to  establish  a  special  telegraph 
service  for  the  newspaper  press ;  and 
whether  the  statement  in  the  **  Post  Office 
Guide,"  dated  1st  July,  that  the  Post- 
master General  undertakes  the  con- 
struction and  maintenance,  on  rental 
terms,  of  private  telegraph  and  telephone 
wires  for  firms  or  private  individuals  is 
now  annulled,  and  firms  or  individuals 
connected  with  the  press  will  be  excluded 
from  the  rights  or  privileges  common  to 
all  others. 

Mr.  JAMES  HOPE  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side):  Before  the  hon.  Gentleman  answers, 
may  I  ask  him  whether  he  is  aware  that 
newspapers  in  Manchester  and   Leeds, 


which  compete  with  the  Sheffield  paper 
referred  to  already,  enjoy  the  concession 
asked  for  1 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  In 
the  communication  referred  to  the  Post- 
master General  did  take  account  of  the 
fact  that  there  is  now  an  underground 
telegraph  line  between  London  and  Bir- 
mingham, but  the  difficulty  of  finding 
routes  for  new  wires  has  been  only 
slightly  lessened  by  this  addition  to  the 
Post  Office  system.  The  Postmaster 
General  has  never  claimed  any  monopoly 
of  telegraphic  communication,  except 
that  which  was  granted  to  him  by  Parlia- 
ment in  1869,  and  the  use  of  a  private 
wire  connecting  premises  belonging  to 
the  same  person  or  firm  for  the  transmis- 
sion of  telegrams  relating  to  the  business 
of  the  owner  was  not  included  in  the 
monopoly.  There  is,  therefore,  no  special 
reason  why  the  Postmaster  General 
should  provide  such  telegraphs.  A  news- 
paper proprietor  is  at  liberty  to  erect  a 
telegraph  of  this  kind  for  himself,  or  to 
have  it  erected  and  maintained  by  a 
private  contractor  ;  but  he  is  not  allowed 
to  establish  a  telegraphic  system  for  the 
general  distribution  of  telegrams  to  the 
press.  The  statement  in  the  "  Post 
Office  Guide  "  to  the  effect  that  the  Post- 
master General  undertakes  the  construe 
tion  and  maintenance  on  rental  terms 
of  private  telegraph  and  telephone  wires 
is  not  to  be  regarded  as  annulled.  It  is 
expressly  stated  in  the  Guide  that  the 
rates  quoted  apply  to  wires  of  short 
length  only.  What  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral finds  is  that  his  power  to  provide 
long  wires  is  limited  by  the  physical  diffi- 
culty of  obtaining  routes ;  and,  in  view 
of  this  difficulty,  he  deems  it  expedient 
to  reserve  the  available  routes  for  the 
public  service,  rather  than  allow  them  to 
be  absorbed  for  private  purposes.  This 
is  of  special  importance  in  view  of  the  re 
quirements  of  the  telephone  service,  as 
long  telephone  trunk  wires  must  neces- 
sarily be  carried  above  ground.  The 
Postmaster  General  still  unde  takes  to 
provide  short  private  wires.  His  inability 
to  provide  long  wires  does  not  apply  only 
to  wires  for  the  Press,  but  to  all  wires  of 
this  character. 

Sir  JOHN  LENG  :  Is  there  any  limit 
to  the  extension  of  the  underground 
wire*? 
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Mb.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  Per- 
haps the  hon.  Gentleman  will  communi- 
cate with  me. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT :  Are  the 
papers  at  liberty  to  make  arrangements 
with  railway  companies  to  provide  private 
wires,  or  has  the  Postnutster  General  a 
monopoly  over  the  way-leaves  1 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  I 
should  like  to  have  notice  of  that. 


MOTOR  CARS  AS  POST  OFFICE 
CONVEYANCES. 

Mr.  THOMAS  DEWAR:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  the  result  of  the  recent  experi- 
ments with  weight-carrying  motor  cars 
has  been  such  as  to  encourage  the  Post- 
master General  to  continue  or  extend 
their  use  for  the  conveyance  of  His 
Majesty^s    mails. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The 
Postmaster  General  has  had  reports 
upon  the  recent  trials  of  motor  cars  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  refers,  but  he 
has  not  come  to  a  conclusion  upon  the 
question  whether  they  can  yet  be  used 
with  advantage  for  the  mail  service. 

VICTORIA    AND    ALBERT  MUSEUM. 

Sa  I  HENRY  FOWLER  (Wolver- 
hampton,  E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  slow 
progress  that  is  being  made  in  the  build- 
ing of  the  Victoria  and  Albert  Museum  ; 
ai^  if  he  can  take  any  steps  to  accelerate 
the  completion  of  the  museum. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  (for 
Mr.  Akers  Douglas)  :  I  do  not  think 
there  has  been  any  considerable  or  un- 
avoidable delay  in  the  progress  of  the 
works.  The  contract  for  the  founda- 
tions is  close  on  completion.  There  has 
been  a  great  amount  of  work  done, 
though  of  necessity  httle  can  be  seen  of 
it.  A  second  contract  has  been  made 
for  a  further  portion  of  the  building,  and 
everything  is  ready  to  go  on  with  it  at 
once. 

8KIGERSTA    PIER.   LEWIS. 
Mr.  WEIR:    I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate,  as  representing  the  Secretary 


for  Scotland,  whether  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  have  yet  been  able  to 
arrange  for  a  grant  to  meet  the  cost  of 
the  proposed  additional  works  at  Ski- 
gersta  Pier,  Island  of  Lewis,  for  the 
protection  of  fishing  boats. 

*The  lord  advocate  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) :  The  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  at  their  meeting 
on  the  4th  June  made  a  grant  of  £32^ 
for  the  additional  works  required  at 
Skigersta  under  the  usual  conditions. 

SECONDARY  SCHOOLS  IN  ENGLAND. 
Mr.  BARTLEY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education  whether  he  will 
grant  the  Return  on  the  Paper  to-day> 
Secondary  Schools  (England),  as  an 
'  unopposed  Return,  t 

I  The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the 
I  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  (Sir  J.  Gorst, 
I  Cambridge  University) :  I  am  very  sorry 

I      t  The  following  is  the  Retam  referred  to: — 
I      Return  of  all  Secondary    Schools  in  each 
I  borough  and  county  in  England,  giving  the 
following  particnlars  of  each  School :— 

1.  Name  of  School. 

2.  Addiess. 
I      3.  In  what  borough  or  county  council  dis- 
\  trict. 

I  4.  Description  of  School,  whether  (a)  public^ 
,  private,  proprietary,  etc ;  (b)  for  boys,  girls, 

mixed,  kmdergarten. 

5.  Accommodation  (a)  for  boarders  ;  (b)  for 
day  pupils. 

6.  Number  of  pupils  on  books  on  the  let 
day  of  June,  1901,  (a)  boarders;  (b)  day 
pupils. 

7.  Ages  of  pupils  on  the  1st  day  of  June, 
1901,  under  7,  from  7  to  8,  8  to  9,  9  to  10,  10 
to  11,  11  to  12,  12  to  13,  13  to  14,  14  to  15,  15 
to  16,  16  to  17, 17  to  18,  above  18. 

8.  Name  of  principal  or  head  master  or 
mistres(»« 

9.  Qualiiications  of  principal  or  head  master 
or  mistress. 

10.  Number  of  teachers  (a)  continuously 
employed  on  regular  staff;  (b)  visiting  staff 
ancl  number  of  hours  per  week. 

11.  Qualifications  of  staff. 

12.  How  the  School  is  publicly  examined, 
or  in  what  way  the  education  is  tested. 

13.  What  scholarships  are  held  by  the 
School. 

14.  The  scale  of  fees  charged. 

15.  Nature  of  the  buildings :  (1)  (a)  number 
and  size  of  class  rooms ;  (b)  laboratories  ;  (c) 
fnrmnasium ;  (d)  swimming  bath  ;  (e)  chapel ; 
(f)  workshops;  (g)  other  buildings;  (2)  pla}- 
inc  fields,  playgrounds,  etc 

16.  Estimated  capital  invested. 

17.  Curriauluni ;  subjects  taught,  (a)  com- 
pulsory, (b)  optional,  (c)  if  optional  taken  W 
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that  it  is  at  present  impossible  to  grant 
this  Return. 

Mr.  BARTLEY:  Are  we  to  under- 
stand that  the  Government  do  not  pro- 
pose to  take  any  steps  to  get  this  infor- 
mation in  preparation  ior  the  compre- 
}iensive  Education  Bill  of  next  session  ] 

Sir  J.  GORST:  The  Government 
•cannot  get  in  the  information  asked  for 
by  the  hon.  Member.  It  would  cost  a 
very  large  sum  of  money  to  obtain  some 
of  it,  and,  indeed,  they  have  no  power  to 
•obtain  it. 

Mr.  BARTLEY:  Is  not  some  such 
information  as  this  absolutely  essential 
for  the  consideration  of  the  question 
next  year  ? 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 


EDUCATION  MINUTE  OF  3iU)  JULY. 

Mr.  WHITLEY  (Halifax) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Committee 
of  Council  on  Education  if,  under  the 
Minute  of  3rd  July,  children  who  by 
reason  of  illness  have  lost  a  year  of  their 
•education  in  the  day  school  will  be  pre- 
vented  from  continuing  their  elementary 
•education  in  a  public  elementary  evening 
school  if  they  have  attained  the  age  of 
:fifteen  at  the  beginning  of  the  school 
year. 

Sir  J.  GORST  :  They  will  not  be  pre- 
vented by  the  Minute  of  3rd  July,  but 
by  the  law. 

Mr.  WHITLEY:  Am  I  to  understand, 
then,  that  the  Minute  so  far  as  the  -age 
limit  is  concerned  is  of  no  effect  1 

Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order ! 

IRISH  RAILWAY  EXTENSIONa 
Mr.  DILLON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  can  state  what  steps 
have  been  taken  by  the  Great  Northern 
Railway  Company  of  Ireland  to  carry  out 
their  undertaking  for  the  extension  of  the 
Bunbridge  and  Bally roney  line  to  Castle- 
wellan,  county  Down,  and  what  steps 
have  been  taken  by  the  Belfast  and 
County    Down    Railway    Company    to- 


wards  the  construction  of   the   section 
from  Castlewellan  to  Newcastle. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)  :  Infor- 
mation has  been  obtained  from  the  Great 
Northern  Railway  Company  of  Ireland 
that  arrangements  are  in  progress  for 
carrpng  out  the  extension  of  their  line  of 
railway  from  Ballyroney  to  Castlewellan ; 
also  from  the  Belfast  and  County  Down 
Railway  Company  to  the  effect  that  they 
are  making  arrangements  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  line  from  Castlewellan  to 
Newcastle,  which  they  hope  to  complete 
well  within  the  time  provided  for  in  the 
Act. 

CORK    AND    FERMOY     RAILWAY. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork  Co.,  N.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
if  he  is  yet  in  a  position  to  state  whether 
the  Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway 
Company  have  made  any  communication 
in  regard  to  the  construction  of  the  Cork 
and  Fermoy  line  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Fishguard  and  Rosslare  Railway 
Act  of  1899,  and,  if  not,  will  the  Treasury 
communicate  with  the  railway  company 
as  to  their  responsibility  under  the  said 
Act. 

xMr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN: 
Yes,  Sir.  The  Fishguard  and  Rosslare 
Company  have  proposed  that  the  obliga- 
tion to  construct  a  direct  line  from 
Fermoy  to  Dunkettle  should  be  replaced 
by  an  obligation  to  construct  a  line  at 
Cork  connecting  the  systems  of  the 
Fishguard  and  Rosslare  Company  and 
the  Great  Southern  and  Western  Com- 
pany with  the  systems  south-west  of 
Cork.  For  this  purpose  fresh  Parlia- 
mentary powers  would  be  necessary,  and 
in  order  to  give  time  to  take  the  sense 
of  Parliament  upon  the  proposal,  the 
company  have  asked  that  they  may  be 
released  from  their  promise  to  begin  the 
Fermoy  line  not  later  than  the  31st  of 
this  month.  They  also  ask  that  the 
Treasury  should  agree  to  make  the  con- 
struction of  the  connecting  line  at  Cork 
the  condition  of  the  application  to  Parlia- 
ment for  a  grant  of  £93,000  instead  of 
the  Fermoy  and  Dunkettle  line.  On 
receipt  of  these  proposals  I  communicated 
with  the  Irish  Government,  and  yester- 
day I  received  their  reply,  which  is  to 
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the  effect  that  in  their  opinion  the  general 
policy  of  the  proposed  change  is  sound, 
and  that  they  concur  in  the  company^s 
proposals.  Under  these  circumstances 
I  think  that  Parliament  ought  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  considering  and  either 
approving  or  rejecting  the  suggested 
change,  and  I  propose  to  act  accordingly. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Another  breach 
of  faith. 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the 
Treasury  gave  their  sanction  to  the 
passing  of  this  Act  on  the  express  under- 
standing that  the  Cork  and  Fermoy  line 
should  be  constructed  ? 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
Is  the  hon.  Gentleman  not  aware  that  the 
people  of  Cork  want  this  line  to  be  made 
from  Fermoy  to  Cork,  and  that  they 
supported  the  proposal  by  evidence  before 
the  Committee  1  Is  it  not  the  case,  too, 
that  they  do  not  want  this  connecting 
line? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order  ! 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Move  the  adjourn- 
ment.   This  is  a  national  question. 

Mr.  FLYNN :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  answer  my  question  as  to 
whether  the  Treasury  sanctioned  this 
Act  of  Parliament  on  the  express  con- 
dition that  the  Cork  and  Fermoy  line 
should  be  commenced  within  a  given 
time? 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  I 
do  not  quite  know  what  the  hon.  Member 
means  by  the  Treasury  sanctioning  the 
Act  of  Parliament.  They  undertook  to 
ask  Parliament  for  a  grant  of  £93,000, 
and  one  of  the  conditions  was  that  the 
Fermoy  and  Dunkettle  line  should  be 
made.  The  company  now  wish  to 
exchange  that  obligation  for  an  obliga- 
tion to  make  the  connection  with  the 
South  Western  system.  The  Irish 
Government  think  that  is  on  the  whole 
a  sound  proposal,  and  they  hold  that 
Parliament  should  have  an  opportunity 
of  expressing  its  opinion  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  PATRICK   OBRIEN:      May  I 

ask 

Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order  !  The 
hon.  Gentleman  has  stated  that  Parlia- 


(  ment  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
'  expressing  its  opinion. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  That  i» 
not  the  question.  Parliament  has 
already  had  three  opportunities  of  doing 
so. 

Mr.  speaker  :  And  when  the  next 
opportunity  arises  it  will  be  the  proper 
time  to  discuss  this  matter. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  explain 
what  he  means  by  Parliament  having  an 
opportunity  to  consider  the  matter? 
What  occasion  does  he  propose  to  give  it  t 

!     Mr.      AUSTEN     CHAMBERLAIN: 

I  The  company  cannot    be  released  from 

I  their  existing  obligation  without  coming 

I  to    Parhament    for    fresh    powers,    and 

i  when  they  come  next  year — ^I  suppose 

it  must  be  next  year  before  they  can  do 

I  so — there  will  then  be  an  opportunity 

'  of  discussing  the  matter.     Unless  ParUa- 

ment  decides  that  the  scheme  may  be 

changed,  of  course,  the  conditions  of  the 

Treasury  grant  will  remain  exactly  as 

they  are  at  the  present  time.     I  think  it 

is  right,  and  the  Treasury  think  it  is 

right,  that  Parliament  should  have  an 

oppoiiTunity  of  considering  this  question. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  As  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  stated  that  this  has  been 
approved  by  the  Irish  Government,  I 
wish  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
whether  he  has  given  his  personal 
approval  to  this  matter  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  My  personal  ap- 
proval has  nothing  to  do  with  this  case. 
As  to  the  question  whether  this  change 
would  be  more  economical,  and  more  in 
the  interests  of  Ireland  than  the  other 
scheme,  I  have  taken  the  best  advice  I 
could,  and  I  think  it  would  be  better  on 
the  whole. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  in  thus  acting 
he  is  overriding  the  Act  of  Parliament 
and  the  decisions  of  two  Committees  ] 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  May  I  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture what  he  thinks  of  this  dirty  trick  1 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  cQSi^ay4E^6gle 
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Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  It  is  the  work  of 
the  Dublin  Castle  Freemagons  gang. 

[Later.] 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Eirst  Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  he  is  aware 
of  the  momentous  statement  made  by  the 
Secretar/  to  the  Treasury  with  regard 
to*  the  Bill  of  the  Great  Southern  and 
Western  Company  allowing  that  com- 
pany to  depart  from  the  obligation 
imposed  upon  it  by  statute  and  by  this 
House  when  it  sanctioned  the  amalgama- 
tion of  the  Waterford  and  Limerick 
Railway  1  Was  a  decision  of  the  Cabinet 
taken  on  the  question  1 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  I  am  afraid  I  was  not  in  the  House 
when  the  question  was  put  and  answered, 
smd  therefore  I  am  not  in  a  position  to 
inform  the  House.  I  will  inquire  of  my 
hon.  friend,  and  find  out  exactly  what 
occurred- 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  will  put  the 
<|uestion  to-morrow. 

LETTERKENNY   RAILWAY. 

~  Dr.  THOMPSON  (Monaghan,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  he  is  aware  that  repeated  com- 
plaints have  been  made  as  to  the  working 
of  the  Londonderry  and  Lough  Swilly 
Railway  by  members  of  the  public,  and 
that  the  working  company  complain  that 
some  of  the  inconvenience  is  caused  by 
the  want  of  telephonic  and  telegraphic 
communication  along  the  said  railway ; 
aaid  seeing  that  on  the  opening  of  the 
Letterkenny  Roman  CathoUc  Cathedral 
on  the  16th  of  June  passengers  on  their 
return  journey  were,  in  consequence  of 
the  want  of  means  of  communication 
along  the  railway  line,  delaye  for  five 
hours  by  the  breakdown  of  the  engine, 
whether  he  wiU  take  steps  for  the  pro- 
vision of  the  required  communication. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
I  presume  that  the  hon.  Member's 
question  relates  to  the  Letterkenny 
Railway  (not  the  Londonderry  and  Lough 
Swilly  Railway).  The  provision  of  tele- 
phonic communication  along  the  line 
has  been  the  subject  of  communications 
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between  the  Board  of  Works  and  the 
Lough  Swilly  company;  but  the  com- 
pany did  not  accept  the  Board's  proposals. 
The  Board  will,  however,  endeavour  to 
come  to  an  arrangement  with  the 
company. 

Dr.  THOMPSON :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that 
the  Letterkenny  Railway  is  the  property 
of  the  Commissioners  of  PubUc  Works  in 
Ireland  (representing  the  Treasury  as 
mortgagees  in  possession),  that  the  said 
railway  is  worked  by  the  Londonderry 
and  Lough  SwiUy  Railway  Company, 
which  is  practically  owned  by  two  share- 
holders, under  an  agreement  with  the 
Treasury,  and  that  for  a  certain  per- 
centage of  the  receipts  the  said  railway 
company  are  bound  to  maintain  in 
proper  working  order  said  railway; 
and,  seeing  that  an  engineer,  as  repre- 
senting the  Commissioners  of  Public 
Works  in  Ireland,  lately  inspected  the 
line  and  reported  adversely  as  to  its 
efficiency  and  safety,  and  recommended 
it  would  require  to  be  relaid  with  steel 
rails  and  new  sleepers  in  order  to  give 
a  safe  and  satisfactory  service  to  the 
public,  whether  he  wiU  state  what  steps 
he  proposes  to  take. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN: 
The  first  three  statements  are  generally 
correct,  though  I  am  not  q,ware  of  the 
amount  of  stock  held  by  the  two  prin- 
cipal shareholders.  The  Board  of  Works, 
Dublin,  have  recently  caused  the  line  to 
be  inspected  by  a  competent  and  expe- 
rienced engineer.  His  report  did  not 
suggest  the  necessity  of  relaying  the  line 
with  steel  rails  or  supplying  new  sleepers, 
provided  that  the  line  was  worked  under 
the  existing  conditions  as  regards  speed 
and  weight  of  engines.  Considerable 
improvements  have  been  made  by  the 
working  company  with  regard  to  certain 
points  to  which  he  called  attention. 

IRISH  LIGHT  RAILWAYS. 
Mr.  MTADDEN  (Donegal,  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
seeing  that  the  company  which  is  work- 
ing the  Londonderry  and  Letterkenny 
Railway  has  been  handed  over  by  the 
Treasury  the  Buncrana  and  Carndonagh 
Railway,  and  also  the  line  to  Burton  Port, 
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being  the  light  railways  confetmcted 
under  the  Hallways  (Ireland)  Act,  1896, 
can  he  state  what  provisions  have  been 
made  by  the  Treasury  for  safeguarding 
the  interests  of  the  public  and  for  main- 
taining a  proper  and  efficient  train 
service  on  these  railways ;  and  whether 
a  public  inquiry  wiU  be  instituted  by  the 
Government  into  the  complaints  made 
as  to  the  working  of  the  Letterkenny 
Railway,  so  as  to  ensure  a  proper  service 
in  future  on  all  lines  owned  by  the 
Government  and  to  be  worked  by  this 
company. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN: 
Provision  of  the  character  suggested  has 
been  made  in  Clauses  24-26  of  the  Lon- 
donderry and  Lough  Swilly  Railway 
(Carndonagh  Extension)  Order,  1898, 
and  Clauses  14-16  of  the  Treasury 
Agreement  scheduled  thereto,  and  in 
Clauses  ^3-25  of  the  Londonderry  and 
Lough  Swilly  (Letterkenny  to  Burton 
Port  Extension)  Railway  Order,  1898, 
and  Clauses  12-14  of  the  corresponding 
Treasury  Agreement.  Inquiry  has  al- 
ready been  made  into  the  condition  of  the 
Letterkenny  line  and  the  Board  of  Works 
will  be  prepared  at  any  time  to  deal  with 
complaints  as  to  its  working. 

BELFAST    ORANGEMEN— CASE   OF 
MR.  TREW. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  whether 
hifl  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
issue  of  a  notice  on  behalf  of  the  Protes- 
tant Association  in  reference  to  an  Orange 
service  held  on  Sunday  last  at  the  Steps, 
Belfast,  to  be  addressed  by  the  chaplain 
of  Loyal  Orange  Lodge  1028,  Brother 
Arthur  Trew,  who  was  recently  returned 
for  trial  by  the  Crown,  and  do  the 
Government  intend  to  change  the  venue, 
as  in  the  Waterford  and  Sligo  cases. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.)  :  The  reply  to  the  first  question 
is  in  the  negative.  The  notice  does  not 
contain  any  reference  to,  and  apparently 
hag  no  bearing  upon,  the  pending  case. 
The  circumstances  of  Trew's  case  are 
not  similar  to  those  of  the  other  cases  to 
vhich  the  question  refers.  Should  they 
unfortunately  become  so  in  the  future, 
his  case  will  be  dealt  with  on  precisely 
the  same  principles  as  the  others. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Do  I  understand 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  state  that 
his  attention  has  not  been  called  to  the 
notice  ? 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  It  has  been  callea . 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY ;  Then  does  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
tlunk  Belfast  a  fit  place  to  try  this  man 
next  week,  just  after  the  Orange  Anni- 
versary ? 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) : 
Is  Mr.  Trew  correctly  described  as  the 
chaplain  of  the  Lodge  1 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  The  notice  1  have 
seen  contains  no  reference  to  Mr.  Trew. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Then  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  cannot  have  seen  the 
notice  referred  to  in  the  question,  for 
it  refers  to  Mr.  Trew  as  the  chaplain 
of  the  Loyal  Orange  Lodge. 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  I  telegraphed  for, 
and  obtained  a  copy  of,  the  notice  quoted 
in  the  question. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Then  it  only 
shows  how  incompetent  the  right  hMi. 
Gentleman's  advisers  are. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  Is  Mr. 
Trew  in  holy  orders  1 

Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  That 
does  not  arise  out  of  the  question. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  Then  can 
any  handyman  be  a  chaplain  to  an 
Orange  Lodge  ? 

IRISH  EDUCATION    BOARD— RESIGNA- 
TION OF  ARCHBISHOP  WALSH. 

Mr,  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether,  in  view  of  the  approaching 
debate  on  the  Irish  Education  Estimates, 
he  will  publish  all  Minutes  of  the  Educa- 
tion Board  relating  to  any  action  that 
may  have  been  taken  by  the  Archbishop 
of  Dublin  in  reference  to  irregularities 
in  the  transaction  of  business  in  the 
office;  and  whether  he  will  publish 
notice  of  motions  gi^]^^^^  member%|[^ 
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the  Board  to  have  incorrect  letters  with- 
drawn, and  to  have  Minutes  amended, 
and  also  statements  submitted  by 
officials. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  With  the  consent 
of  the  Board,  I  propose  to  publish  all 
such  Minutes  and  motions  of  the  Board 
subsequent  to  the  date  of  Archbishop 
Walsh's  letter  of  June  Ist. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  Shall  we  have 
them  in  time  for  to  morrow's  debate  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  hope  so. 
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DUBLIN  BOOKBINDERS'  SOCIEXY  AND 
THE  IRISH  EDUCATION  BOARD. 

Mr.  NANNETTI  (Dublin,  CoUege 
Green) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  he  has  yet  received  any  answer 
to  his  inquiries  from  the  Commissioners 
of  Education  to  the  charges  made  by  the 
Bookbinders'  Society  of  Dublin  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  Messrs.  Leckie  and 
Company  carry  out  their  contract  for 
the  supplying  of  school  books  to  the 
Notional  Board ;  and,  if  so,  will  he 
convey  their  replies  to  the  House. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  No,  Sir;  the 
matter  is  still  before  the  Commissioners. 
I  hope  to  be  in  a  position  shortly  to  make 
a  definite  announcement  on  the  subject, 
as  I  understand  it  is  on  the  agenda 
paper  for  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board. 

Mr.  NANNETTI :  May  I  remind  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  I  put  a  ques- 
tion on  this  matter  six  months  ago  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  regret  the  delay. 
I  am  in  correspondence  with  the  Com- 
missioners on  this  and  other  matters. 


IRISH    NATIONAL    EDUCATION 
CIRCULARS. 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  can 
state  when  it  became  known  at  the 
National  Education  Office,  Ireland,  that 
misleading  and  unauthorised  circulars 
were  sent  to  managers  of  schools,  and 
when  this  matter  was  reported  to  the 
Board. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  suggestion  in 
this  question  can  best  be  dealt  with  in 
debate  on  the  Estimates  to-morrow. 
Information  upon  all  matters  of  fact 
will  be  contained  in  the  Papers  which 
have  been  prepared. 

KINDERGARTEN    TRAINING    FOR 
IRISH    TEACHERS. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  what  arrangements,  if 
any,  have  been  made  under  the  new 
rules  of  the  National  Board  of  Education 
by  which  a  workmistress  can  qualify  to 
become  a  manual  instructress,  and 
whether,  seeing  that  the  teacher  has  to 
quaUfy  in  three  subjects  beside  needle- 
work, although  the  Board  provides  no 
facilities  for  training  therein,  he  can  say 
how  under  such  circumstances  the 
necessary  certificate  can  be  obtained. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Kindergarten  is 
taught  in  many  national  schools  and 
classes  for  instruction  in  hand  and  eye 
training  and  in  elementary  science,  and 
object  lessons  are  being  formed  as  rapidly 
as  possible  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 
Certificates  in  these  subjects  may  be 
obtained  in  the  same  way  as  they  are 
obtained  in  needlework— namely, through 
study  and  practice  by  the  candidate 
under  a  competent  instructor,  the  pro- 
ficiency being  subsequently  tested  by  an 

examination. 

* 

IRISH  LAND  JUDGE'S  COURT. 
Mr.  FFRENCH  (Wexford,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  seeing 
that  estates  have  been  taken  out  of  the 
Land  Judge's  Court  to  prevent  the  appli- 
cation of  the  40th  section,  he  can  state 
by  whom,  and  how  many  have  been 
taken  out  of  court  during  the  last 
twelve  months. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  number  of 
petitions  dismissed  in  the  Land  Judge's 
Court  during  the  year  ended  3 1st  October, 
1900  (the  latest  date  to  which  statistics 
are  available),  was  twenty-one.  As  the 
petitioners  acted  in  the  exercise  of  their 
legal  rights,  I  fail  to  see  that  any  pubhc 
purpose  would  be  served  by  publishing 
a  list  of  their  names.    . 
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IRISH  LAND  COMMISSIONERS'  REPORT.  i 
Mr.  FFRENCH  :   I  beg   to   ask   the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  the  Land   Commis- 
sioners*  Report,    which    it    was    hoped 
would  be  completed  in  June  last,  is  yet ' 
ready  for  circulation ;  and,  if  so,  can  he  | 
say  when  will  it  be  submitted  to  Parlia- 
ment. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Final  proofs  of  the 
Report  are  promised  by  the  printers 
this  week,  in  which  case  there  will  be  no 
further  delay  in  laying  it  upon  the  Table. 

KING'S    ESTATE,    CO.    WEXFORD. 

Mr,  FFRENCH:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  is  aware  that  King's , 
estate,  county  Wexford,  has  been 
ordered  by  the  Land  Judge  to  be  sold 
under  the  40th  section  of  the  Land  Act ' 
of  1896,  and  that,  although  the  inspection 
of  the  estate  was  made  by  the  Land 
Commission  over  a  month  ago,  no  report 
has  been  sent  on  yet  by  that  Commission 
to  the  Land  Judge  ;  and  if  he  will  inquire 
the  cause  of  delay,  and,  if  possible,  direct 
that  a  report  be  sent  on  at  once,  so  that 
this  sale  may  be  completed  before  the 
long  vacation  sets  in  in  the  Land  Judge's 
Court. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  request  issued  ' 
by  the   Land   Judge   for   an  inspection 
under  the  40th  section  was  received  by 
the  Land  Commission  on  the  2nd  May 
and  the  inspector's  report  is  now  before  , 
the  Commissioners.    The  cases  of  other  I 
estates  in    which    requests  were  issued  i 
and  inspections  carried  out  prior  to  the 
2iid  May   must,    however,    have   prece- , 
dence  over   the  case  of  this  particular 
estate,    and    the    Commissioners  cannot  i 
undertake  to  make  their  report  upon  it ' 
before  the  long  vacation.  i 

IRISH    AGRICULTURAL     STATISTICS- 
PRICE    RETURNS.  ! 

Mr.  CULLINAN  (Tipperary,   S.) :   I^ 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to   the  i 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will ' 
furnish  the  names  of  the  persons  perma- 
nently or  temporarily  appointed  by  the 
Land  Commission  to  report  on  the  price  | 
of  stock  at  fairs  and  markets,  and  also 
of  crops  and  produce  ;  residence  and  age  * 
at  time  of  appointment ;  their  experience  I 


as  agriculturists ;  whether  they  are 
landlords  or  tenants ;  the  amount  of 
remuneration  each  receives ;  and  the 
number  and  class  of  reports  they  make 
annually. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  A  similar  Return 
was  refused  in  1893,  apparently  with 
the  assent  of  the  hon.  Member  (Mr,. 
Knox,  Cavan)  who  had  moved  for  it^. 
upon  the  ground  that  if  the  reporters  of 
prices  at  fairs  were  generally  known 
the  difficulty  experienced  in  obtaining 
reliable  information  would  be  greatly 
increased.  I  cannot,  therefore,  publish 
the  Return,  but  I  am  ready  to  supply  it 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  his  private^ 
information.  I  am  sure  he  will  only^ 
use  it  for  the  purpose  of  argument 
against  me. 

Mr.  CULLINAN :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  these  men  are 
as  well  known  at  Irish  fairs  as  Irish 
policemen  in  plain  clothes  1  We  want  to. 
know  the  qualifications  of  these  gentle- 
men. We  know  as  a  fact  that  they  are- 
no  more  qualified  for  these  positions  than^. 
they  are  to  be  rulers  of  the  Navy.  Is  it  not. 
the  fact  that,  on  the  reports  made  by 
these  gentlemen,  the  Land  Commis- 
sioners fix  the  rents  ] 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  am  afraid  the  hon.. 
Member  does  not  see  the  force  of  the 
objection.  These  men  have  to  act  more 
or  less  as  detectives  in  order  to  get  the 
prices. 

MR.    M'HUGH,    M.P.  —  PRISON 
PRIVILEGES. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary   to   the   Lord   Lieutenant    of 
Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
directed  to  the  fact  that  on  5th  July  an 
article    intended   for    insertion    in    this 
week's  Sligo  Champion  was  handed  for 
transmission  to  the  officer  in  charge  by 
Mr.  M*Hugh  M.P. ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that    the   article    was    stopped    by   the. 
governor  of  the  gaol,  although   it  con- 
tained nothing  in  reference  to  the  matter- 
in  connection  with  which  Mr.  M'Hugh 
was  tried  and    convicted,  and  whether,, 
in  view  of  the  pledges  given,  he  will  see 
that  this  article  is  allowed  to  pass    and! 
that     similar    interference     with     Mr. 
M*Hugh's  liberty  to  write  for  his  paper- 
does  not  occur  in  future.       (    r^r^n\i> 
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*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  This  article  does 
not  in  my  opinion  c(toe  exactly  within 
the  wording  of  the  condition  upon  which 
Mr.  M*Hugh  was  granted  the  privileges 
accorded  to  Mr.  Stead.  The  incident 
-commented  on  is  different  from  the  in- 
•cident  on  which  Mr.  M*Hugh  commented 
in  terms  that  made  him  amenable  to 
the  law.  But  the  comment  in  this 
article  seems  to  constitute  a  crime  of 
the  same  kind  and  character.  He  was 
convicted  of  a  criminal  libel  on  the 
administration  of  justice.  This  article  is 
also  a  criminal  libel  on  the  administra- 
tion of  justice.  The  governor  of  the 
prison,  therefore,  acted  on  the  general 
iprinciple  that  a  prisoner  cannot  be  per- 
mitted to  repeat  the  crime  of  which  he 
was  convicted.  In  my  opinion  he  acted 
Brightly. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  Then  are  we  to  under- 
:8tand  that  the  governor  of  the  prison, 
in  such  a  delicate  matter  as  a  question 
•of  an  article  in  a  newspaper,  is  to  set  up 
as  a  press  censor  on  the  South  African 
.model  ? 

Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  That 
•does  not  arise. 

Mr.  DILLON :  I  have  not  come  to 
my  question  yet.  What  I  am  going  to 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  whether 
the  Irish  Government  are  going  to 
•keep  the  pledge  which  they  made  to  this 
House,  or  are  they  going  to  break  it, 
Iby  allowing  the  governor  of  Kilmainham 
♦Gaol  to  act  as  a  press  censor  1 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  pledge  given 
was  that  the  privileges  granted  to  Mr. 
Stead  should  also  be  accorded  to  Mr. 
M*Hugh.  But  the  grant  of  privileges 
to  first-class  misdemeanants  does  not 
•override  the  authority  vested  in  the 
governor  of  the  prison,  and  under  the 
rules  he  is  authorised  to  prevent  any 
-objectionable  or  illegal  communications 
being  sent  out  by  prisoners.  It  is  his 
Kluty  to  report  the  matter  to  the  Prisons 
Board.  He  did  so  in  this  case,  and,  of 
K^urse,  pending  their  decision  the  for^ 
warding  of  the  article  had  to  be  sus- 
tpended. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  May  I  be  permitted  to 
:a8k  whether  it  is  not  a  fact  that  the 
privileges  accorded  to  Mr.  M*Hugh  were 


not  accorded  under  the  prison  rules, 
but  were  accorded  under  a  pledge  given 
by  the  Chief  Secretary  himself  to  the 
House  of  Commons  % 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  undertook  that 
Mr.  M*Hugh  should  have  the  privileges 
accorded  to  Mr.  Stead.  These  privileges 
were  accorded  under  the  authority  of 
special  rules,  which,  as  previously  stated 
by  me,  have  been  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment. But  this  does  not  justify  either 
the  governor  of  the  prison  or  the  Prisona 
Board  in  allowing  Mr.  M'Hugh  to  com- 
mit a  breach  of  the  law.  The  governor 
has  the  right  to  prevent  the  committal  of 
any  renewed  act  of  illegality.  1 

Mr.  BARTLEY  :  May  I  ask  whether 
under  these  circumstances  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  not  consider  the  advis- 
ability of  withdrawing  this  privilege  from 
Mr.  M*Hugh? 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  Has  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  any  objection  to 
reading  to  the  House  the  portion  of  the 
article  which  was  objected  to  1 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

BELFAST  POST  OFFICE  —  FEMALE 
SUPERVISORS  SUSPECTED  OF  DIS- 
HONESTY. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
Rule  74,  paragraph  2,  of  instructions  to 
head  postmasters,  which  states  that  in 
the  case  of  an  officer  guilty  or  suspected 
of  dishonesty  or  any  other  offence  against 
the  criminal  law  the  postmaster  should 
report  the  circumstances  at  once  to  his 
surveyor  and  await  instructions,  and 
whether,  seeing  that  the  female  super- 
visor at  Belfast  in  a  recent  case  of  sus- 
pected dishonesty  requested  that  two 
clerks  should  be  searched  and  their 
lockers  also  without  acquainting  the 
postmaster  or  seeking  his  advice,  and, 
in  view  of  the  Postmaster  General's 
decision  in  this  case,  Rule  74r,  paragraph 
2,  may  now  be  considered  as  deleted 
from  the  instructions  to  head  postmasters 
as  being  obsolete. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN: 
The    ride    referred    to    prescribes   that 
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when  an  officer  is  suspected  of  dishonesty 
the  postmaster  must  report  the  particu- 
lars to  the  Secretary  direct  and  await 
instructions,  informing  the  surveyor  that 
he  has  done  so.  In  the  Belfast  case  no 
andiyidual  officer  was  suspected,  and  there 
was  therefore  no  occasion  for  the  post- 
master to  report.  The  Postmaster 
General  sees  no  reason  to  cancel  the 
rule.  It  has  already  been  explained  that 
no  instructions  were  given  for  anyone  to 
be  searched,  but  that  the  supervisor 
suggested  that  all  the  officers  who  had 
entered  the  room  after  the  supposed  loss 
^ould  turn  out  their  pockets. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  The  super- 
visor clearly  broke  the  rule.  Is  she  not 
to  be  punished  for  the  treatment  of  these 
ladies] 

*Mb.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
The  person  who  was  responsible  for  this 
•action  has  apologised  fully  to  the  people 
who  were  asked  to  turn  out  their  pockets, 
md  I  think  that  there  the  matter  may 
rest.  She  made  a  mistake  and  apologised. 

Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.) :  Have  the 
injured  officials  any  remedy  by  an  action 
ioT  slander  1 

*Mr.     AUSTEN     CHAMBERLAIN : 

No,  Sir. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  You  do  not 
know  the  law. 

NATIONAL    HOLIDAYS-DUBLIN  TELE- 
GRAPH STAFF  GRIEVANCE. 

Mr.  MOONEY  (Dubhn  County,  S.) : 
I  b^  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
«  representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
if  his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
fact  that  the  telegraph  staff  at  Dublin' 
▼ho  performed  duty  on  the  2nd  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1901,  received  extra  pay  for  that 
<iay,  a  circular  having  been  issued  that 
for  staff  purposes  it  was  to  be  regarded 
«  a  bank  holiday  ;  and  whether,  seeing 
that  hitherto  it  has  been  the  rule  that 
▼hen  a  bank  holiday  occurred  during 
^n  officer's  annual  leave  an  additional 
<lay'8  leave  has  always  been  granted 
either  at  the  expiration  of  that  leave 
or  at  some  other  period  during  the  year, 
he  can  explain  why  the  extra  day  has 
been  refused  on  this  occasion. 

*Mr.     AUSTEN     CHAMBERLAIN : 
The  Postmaster  General  decided  that, 


while  those  of  his  staff  who  were  required 
to  perform  their  ordinary  duties  on  the 
2nd  February,  the  day  of  her  late 
Majesty's  funeral,  should  receive  extra 
payment,  the  alternative  of  hoUday 
at  another  time  could  not  be  allowed, 
because  in  his  judgment  that  was  not  a 
suitable  way  of  observing  an  occasion  of 
public  mourning. 

Mr.  MOONEY:  Is  it  a  fact  that  a 
member  of  the  staff  who  was  on  hoUday 
at  the  time  has  since  appUed  for  and  ob- 
tained a  day  off  in  Ueu  ? 

*Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN: 
If  that  were  done  it  must  have  been 
an  error. 

LOUTH  ESTATE— BAILIFFS  PAY. 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
he  is  aware  that,  when  the  late  Mr. 
O'Reilly  Dease  left  his  property  to  the 
Crown,  the  baiUff  on  the  Louth  Estate, 
Thomas  Conachey,  was  continued  in 
office  for  ten  years  until  the  lands  were 
sold  to  the  tenants  in  1897  ;  that  Cona- 
chey several  times  applied  for  remunera- 
tion, and  got  no  reply  ;  and  that  the  agent 
of  the  estate  then  applied  for  him  to  the 
Treasury  Remembrancer,  and  was  rcr 
fused ;  and,  whether,  as  the  whole  of 
Mr.  Dease's  wealth  went  towards  the 
discharge  of  the  National  Debt,  he  will 
provide  some  payment  for  the  estate 
baiUff. 

Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  :  The  facts  are 
correctly  stated  in  the  question,  except 
as  regards  the  word  *'  remuneration." 
What  Mr.  Conachey  asked  for,  and  the 
Treasury  Remembrancer  refused,  was  a 
**  pension  or  gratuity  for  past  services." 
Mr.  Conachey  had  been  employed  as 
rent  warner  by  Mr.  O'Reilly  Dease  at  a 
salary  of  £7  10s.  a  year,  and,  during  the 
interval  between  Mr.  O'Reilly  Dease's 
death  and  the  sale  of  the  estate  to  the 
tenants,  he  was  kept  on  to  perform 
the  same  duties  at  the  same  salary.  I 
cannot  think  that  this  gives  him  any 
claim  to  a  *'  pension  or  gratuity  "  from 
the  Crown. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Will  the  Crown 
pay  him  for  the  time  he  was  in  their 
employment  ? 

.  S«  M.  HICKS  BEAgg^^^^e<^ogle 
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IRISH    QUIT    RENT   REDEMPTION 
MONEY. 

Mr.  MOONEY:  On  behalf  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  St.  Patrick  Division 
of  Dublin,  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  whether  he  can  state 
how  the  £171,000  taken  from  Ireland 
as  quit  rents,  the  property  of  the  Crown 
in  Ireland,  has  been  invested  in  England  ; 
and  whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  restore  this  money  for 
investment  in  Ireland. 


culture  has  not  been  commissioned  t<^ 
carry  out  this  economic  work,  and 
whether  it  is  intended  to  remove  it  from 
the  Board  of  Education  in  England  ;  and 
whether  the  former  practice  of  publishing 
maps  in  the  Annual  Reports  of  th& 
Geological  Survey  in  Ireland  will  W 
resumed. 


Sir  J.  GORST :  As  I  pointed  out  m 

reply  to  the  hon.  Member  on  the  25th 

,  March,  the  question    of    a    soil  surrey- 

'  (strictly  so  called)  rests  with  the  Agri- 

Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  This  sum  has  |  cultural  Department ;    the  drift  survey 

not    been    taken    from    Ireland.     The  I  jg  ^  part  of  the  geological  survey  with 

payers  of  quit  rents  have  redeemed  them,  ,  which  alone  the  Board  of  Education  are 


and,  as  I  have  already  stated,  it  is  im 
possible  to  ear-mark  the  particular  invest- 
ments to  which  the  redemption  money 
has  been  devoted  by  the  Commissioners. 


concerned.  I  stated  in  answer  to  another 
question  on  the  22nd  March  that  the 
drift  survey  of  Ireland  was  completed 
but  that  it  needed  revision  in  certain 
particulars.  That  revision  has  been 
IRISH  LIGHTS  BOARDu-CASE  OF  commenced  and  is  actually  in  progress, 
HENRY  WILJJAMS.  j  but  until  the  work  is  more  advanced  no 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  rehable  estimate  can  be  formed  as  to  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  he  \  time  required  to  complete  it,  The 
would  represent  to  the  Irish  Lights  ;  question  of  reviving  the  pubhcation  o 
Board  the  consideration  of  the  case  of  index  maps  m  the  Annual  Reports  wiU 
the  family  of  Henry  Williams,  a  sailor  be  considered, 
drowned  while  serving  on  one  of  the 


steamers  of  that  Board  on  31st  May, 
off  Wicklow  ;  and  can  he  say  whether 
the  report  made  to  the  Board  of  Trade 


Mr.  MOONEY  :  On  behalf  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  St.  Patrick  Division  of 
DubUn,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President 


ment. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  After 
correspondence  the  Board  of  Trade  have, 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  Irish 
Lights  Commissioners,  sanctioned  the 
payment  of  a  gratuity  of  £50  to  the 
parents  of  Henry  WilUams,  who  was 
drowned  while  serving  on  a  steamer 
belonging  to  the  Commissioners. 

IRISH  GEOLOGICAL  SURVEY. 

Mr.  MOONEY:  On  behalf  of  the 
hon.     Member    for     the     St.     Patrick 


on  the  circumstances  of  the  death  led  to  |  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Educa- 
any  observations  being  addressed  to  the  i  tion  whether,  having  regard  to  the  fact 
authorities  of  the  Irish  Lights  Depart-   that  the  rock  survey  and  soil  (or  dnlt> 

survey  were  carried  on  simultaneously  m 
England,  he  can  state  when  the  soil  (or 
drift)  survey  was  discontinued  in  Ireland, 
and  what  was  the  reason  for  this  treat- 
ment ;  whether  it  has  been  recently 
resumed,  and,  whether  he  can  give  the^ 
total  amount  of  money  spent  on  surveys^ 
in  England  and  Ireland  respectively,  and 
the  present  annual  expenditure. 


Sir  J.  GORST :  The  question  appears 
to  be  based  on  a  misapprehension.  The 
survey  of  England  for  the  preparation 
of  the  one-inch  general  geological  map- 
was  completed  as  regards  the  solid  geology 
Division  of   DubUn,   I  beg  to  ask  the  ;  in  1883  ;  since  that  time  the  re-survey 


Vice-President  of  the  Committee  of  Coun- 
cil on  Education  whether  he  can  state 
the  exact  position  of  the  soil  (or  drift) 
survey  in  Ireland ;  how  many  persons 
are  employed ;  about  what  time  it  is 
expected  to  be  completed ;  whether  he 
can  say  why  the  Department  of  Agri- 


(including  the  drift  survey)  on  the  baas^ 
of  six  inches  to  a  mile  has  been  in  pro- 
gress. The  soUd  and  drift  surveys  of 
Ireland  on  the  six-inch  basis  were,  as  was^ 
stated  on  the  26th  March,  completed  in 
1887.  In  answer  to  the  last  paragraph 
of  the  question,  separate  accounts  are  not 
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kept  in  respect  of  the  survey  of  each 
portion  of  the  United  Kingdom ;  hence 
the  amount  expended  for  England  and 
Ireland  respectively  cannot  be  stated. 

AGRICULTURAL  RATING  ACT. 
Mr,  LAMBERT  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  he  can  say  when 
the  Bill  renewing  the  Agricultural  Rating 
Act  will  be  introduced. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E) :  I  think  it  probable  that  my  right 
hoiL  friend  will  introduce  this  Bill 
within  the  first  half  of  next  week. 

Mr.  COGHILL  (Stoke-upon-Trent) : 
I  wish  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
whether  he  will  not  wait  until  the  war  in 
:»uth  Africa  is  at  an  end  before  he  pro- 
poses the  renewal  of  this  Act  1 

[As  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not 
rise  there  were  Nationalist  cries  of 
"  Reply,  reply. "] 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  As  hon. 
Members  are  so  keen  for  an  answer,  let 
me  say  that  there  is  no  relation  between 
the  question  put  by  my  hon.  friend  and 
the  subject-matter  of  the  question  on  the 
Paper. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  this  Agricul- 
tural Rating  Act  is  for  the  benefit  of 

Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  ! 

An  Hon.  Member  :  Where  do  the  tax- 
payers come  in  1 

SCOTTISH  ESTIMATES. 
Mb.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
^l  the  Treasury  if  he  will  say  when  the 
Vote  for  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland 
and  the  remaining  Scotch  Votes  will  be 
taken. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  There  is,  I  ana 
afraid,  no  probability  of  Scottish  Esti- 
mates being  put  down  as  first  Order  on 
any  of  the  remaining  days  allotted  to 
Supply. 

Mr.  WEIR :  Are  we  not  to  have 
another  dfikj  t    Do  I  understand  that  1 
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Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Member  must  understand  exactly  what 
I  said. 

Me.  weir  :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man aware  that  we  have  only  had  six  and 
a  half  hours  discussion  on  Scottish 
Votes? 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Sir   H.    CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(StirUng  Burghs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  he  can  state  the 
business  for  next  week. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  On  Monday 
the  Committee  stage  of  the  Education 
Bill  will  be  taken.  As  soon  as  that  is 
concluded  there  will  be,  in  accordance 
with  my  promise  to  hon.  Gentlemen 
from  Ireland,  a  debate  on  the  financial 
relations.  I  cannot  take  that  on  Wed- 
nesday, because  the  pledge  is  for  a  fidl 
day ;  and  I  hope,  therefore,  we  shall  be 
able  to  take  it  on  Thursday.  On  Friday 
it  will  probably  be  for  the  general  con- 
venience if  the  first  Vote  taken  in  Supply 
is  that  for  the  Home  Office. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire.  Forest  of  Dean) :  There  is  some 
difficulty  as  to  that,  as  we  have  not  the 
Factory  Inspector's  Report. 

*Mr.  RITCHIE  :  I  am  sorry.  We  have 
done  all  we  could  to  forward  the  printing, 
and  I  hope  we  may  be  able  to  have  the 
first  part  available  for  Members  in  time. 

*Sir  CHARLES  DILKE:  If  we  can 
have  it  two  days  before  the  Vote  is  taken 
it  will  make  a  great  difference. 

*Mr.  RITCHIE  :  I  wiU  try. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Then,  if  that 
can  be  done,  I  take  it  there  will  be  no 
objection  to  discussing  the  Vote  next 
Friday. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  In  the  event 
of  its  not  being  possible,  will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  put  down  the  Vote  for 
the  First  Lord's  salary  first,  so  that  we 
may  discuss  the  Gibraltar  Works  ques- 
tion, or  will  he  name  some  approximate 
day  for  the  introduction  of  the  Naval 
Works  Bill  ? 
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Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  it  will 
be  quite  impossible  to  allot  the  first  Order 
on  any  of  the  remaining  days  of  Supply 
to  a  further  discussion  on  Gibraltar,  on 
which  we  have  already  had  a  motion  for 
the  adjournment  of  the  House,  and  on 
which  there  must  be  an  opportunity  for 
debate  on  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Naval  Works  BUI.  That  Bill  wiU  be 
introduced  at  no  very  distant  date. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  We  had  not 
the  Report  at  the  time  of  the  motion  for 
adjournment. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  cannot  be 
blamed  if  that  debate  was  taken  prema- 
turely. 


FINANCE  BILL. 

Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned 
debate  on  Amendment  proposed  [10th 
July]  on  consideration  of  the  Bill,  as 
amended ;  and  which  Amendment  was — 

"  In  page  2,  line  40,  to  leave  out  Clause  3."— 
{Mr,  Rea), 

Question  again  proposed,'*  That  the 
words  of  Clause  3  to  the  second  word 
*  the,*  in  line  43,  stand  part  of  the  Bill.'* 

Debate  resumed. 

*Mr.  FENWICK  (Northumberland, 
Wansbeck)  said  he  had  listened  very 
carefully  to  the  speech  of  his  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Bolton  the  other  evening, 
as  he  was  anxious  to  hear  what  defence 
a  Radical  free-trader  would  be  able  to 
make  for  such  an  imposition  as  the  coal 
tax.  After  following  the  arguments  of 
the  hon.  Member  very  carefuUy  he  con- 
fessed that  he  was  very  much  disap- 
pointed with  them.  Coal,  said  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bolton,  not  being  a  natural 
product  like  cotton  or  wool,  but  a  free 
gift  of  nature,  was  therefore  a  proper 
article  of  taxation.  But  on  that  argu- 
ment it  would  be  possible  to  support  a 
tax  upon  all  other  minerals  as  well  as 
coal  produced  in  this  country  and  sent 
abroad.  It  would  apply  to  china-clay, 
copper,  granite,  lead  ore,  limestone, 
salt,  nd  tin — which  were  all  produced 
in  this  country  and  exported  to  foreign 
countries.  His  hon.  friend  also  told  the 
House  that  the  opposition  to  the  coal 


tax  was  a  selfish  opposition.  He  ad- 
mitted it  was  selfish ;  but  it  would  be 
equally  true  to  say  that  the  support 
of  the  tax  was  selfish,  for  if  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  did  not  get  the 
two  millions^  from  coal  these  miUions 
would  have  to  be  levied  in  some  other 
way,  and  in  all  probability  that  would 
effect  the  hon.  Gentlemen  who  support 
the  coal  tax  and  their  cons  ituents. 
His  hon.  friend  went  on  to  justify  his^ 
argument  by  asking  where  was  his  share, 
where  did  he  come  in  ?  He  would  ask 
the  hon.  Member  what  would  be  the 
value  of  the  coal  to  anybody  were  it  not 
for  the  labour  of  the  miner  1  Coal 
was  not  worth  a  single  sixpence  until 
the  labour  of  the  miner  was  applied 
to  it.  There  was  a  way  in  which  the 
hon.  Member  mijght  have  his  share— he 
might  follow  his  own  example,  enter  a 
mine  and  give  his  labour  in  exchange  for 
wages.  He  ventured  to  say  that  if  the 
669  Members  of  this  House  obtained 
their  share  of  the  products  of  the  mines  bj- 
working  for  it  in  the  mines  we  should 
not  have  had  this  tax  imposed. 

He  wished  to  say  a  very  few  words 
upon  what  he  considered  the  deplorable 
lack  of  information  on  the  part  of  the 
oflScials  who  had  had  to  deal  with  this^ 
matter.  There  was  a  great  deal  to  be^ 
said  in  excuse  for  the  lack  of  information* 
displayed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the^ 
Exchequer,  and  he  was  rather  inclined 
to  commiserate  than  to  censure  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  was  not  as  other 
men.  He  was  not  permitted  to  look 
upon  the  wine  when  it  sparkled  in: 
the  cup,  or  as  many  others  were,  to- 
enter  the  portals  of  the  goddess  Lady 
Nicotine.  He  might  not  look  upon  any 
of  these  things  without  being  suspected 
of  having  some  malevolent  intention^^ 
towards  some  of  our  comforts  and  enjoy- 
ments. But  that  was  all  the  more 
reason  why  those  responsible  for  advisin/^ 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as  to  the  effect 
which  was  likely  to  be  produced  by  this^ 
tax  should  have  been  mor  vigilant  in 
their  endeavours  to  get  information  for 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The 
whole  history  of  the  tax  from  the  day  it 
was  introduced  till  now  showed  that  the 
authorities  had  been  woefully  negligent 
in  obtaining  information  as  to  its  prob- 
able   effectSw    The    Chancellor    of    the 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


125 


Finance 


{11  July  1901} 


lar. 


12S 


Exchequer  had  already  made  what  were 
described  as  concessions  so  far  as  the 
inferior  qualities  of  coal  were  concerned. 
He  would  like  to  call  attention  to  two 
probable  effects  which  these  concessions 
were  likely  to  have.     First  of  all,  there 
would  be  a  considerable  loss  of  revenue, 
because  when  the  price  of  coal  fell  to 
the  lower  regions,  there  would  be  no  coal 
sold  between  68.  and  7s.  per  ton.     In 
order  to  avoid  the  tax  a  less  figure  would 
be  taken.     In  the  second  place,   these 
concessions  would  very  seriously  affect 
wages.    He  was  not  ashamed  to  confess 
that  he  looked  at  this  question  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  labouring  miners 
rather  than  of  the  coal  owners.     The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  took  it  for 
granted  that  the  coal  owners  had  made 
very  considerable  profit,  and  his  anxiety 
was  to  get  at  that  profit.     But  the  right  | 
hon.  Gentleman    had  gone  in   a   very  j 
clumsy  way  about  it.     Instead  of  taxing 
them  directly,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ! 
had  introduced  a  proposal  which  would  ; 
have  a  very  injurious  effect  on  the  wages  \ 
of  working    miners.     In    Northumber- 1 
land  and    Durham   the   wages   of   the 
miners  were  regulated  by  the  average 
sdling  price  of  coal,  and  if  the  price  fell 
to  a  point  between  6s.  and  7s.  the  lower 
price  would   be  taken  in  order  to  avoid 
the  tax.     That  would  reduce  the  quar- 
terly average  price,  and  so  the  miners' 
wages  would  be  reduced. 

The  Colonial  Secretary  in  a  speech 
ddivered  at  Birmingham  in  May  said 
that  there  were  two  sets  of  people  on 
whom  the  tax  would  fall — either  upon 
the  foreigner  who  bought  our  coal  or 
upon  the  coal  owner  who  produced  it. 
He  could  well  fancy  that  he  saw  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  striking  a  sort  of  devil- 
naay-care  attitude  and  saying,  "  I  don*t 
care  which."  But  the  coal  industry  did 
care,  because  it  was  a  matter  of  vital 
importance  to  them.  The  right  hon. 
(r^tleman  flattered  the  coal  owners 
in  his  own  district  on  their  patriotism, 
and  said  that  they  did  not  murmur 
or  complain  of  the  tax.  The  men, 
he  said,  who  complained  were  the  men 
who  taxed  every  householder,  every 
manufacturer,  and  every  working  man 
last  year  from  5s.  to  10s.  a  ton  on 
his  cosJ.  But  it  was  not  the  men  who 
produced  coal  for  the  foreign  market 
that  were  responsible  for  the  increased 


price  that  the  consumer  at  home  had  to 
pay  for  his  coal.  It  was  the  men  wha 
produced  for  the  home  market  that  were 
responsible^  and  they  were  let  off  free  as 
far  as  the  tax  was  eoncerned,  although 
they  were  the  men  who  made  the  greatest 
profit  in  the  eoal  trade  during  the  last 
few  years.  The  Colonial  Secretary  also 
went  on  to  say  that  the  miners  ought  to 
pay  their  share  of  the  war  expenses  just 
the  same  as  any  other  working  man. 
The  miner  did  not  object  to  pay  his  fair 
share  of  the  war  expenses ;  it  was  the- 
unfair  share  he  objected  to.  Was  ther** 
a  manufacturer  in  Birmingham  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  small  arms  and 
ammunition  who  had  not  profited  more 
through  this  war  than  manufactus;ers 
in  any  other  town  or  city  in  the 
kingdom  ?  The  factories  and  work- 
shops engaged  in  producing  these 
things  had  been  running  night  and  day,, 
and  huge  profits  had  been  made  by  the 
manufacturers.  But  they  were  not 
touched  by  this  taxation,  nor  were  the 
workmen  except  by  the  tax  imposed  on 
the  sugar.  The  Government,  however,, 
not  only  touched  the  miner's  sugar,  but 
also  taxed  his  industry.  That,  in  his 
judgment,  was  Y&ry  unfair.  If  thfe 
Government  wanted  to  tax  the  profits  of 
those  who  had  made  large  sums  of  money 
they  ought  to  have  introduced  a  measure 
which  would  have  established  a  graduated 
income  tax.  In  the  most  profitable  year 
that  there  had  been  for  a  long  time  the 
average  wage  of  the  miner  was  only  35sw 
a  week.  Having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
the  mmer  every  day  he  entered  a  mine 
carried  his  life  in  his  hand,  and  wa» 
surrounded  by  innumerable  danger* 
when  toiling  far  from  the  light  of  day, 
could  it  really  be  said  that  was  an  exees- 
sive  wage  ]  And  yet  the  effect  of  the  coal 
tax  would  be  the  reduction  of  the  wage 
he  had  been  in  a  position  to  earn.  It 
was  because  he  believed  that  the  tax 
was  unfair,  affecting  as  it  did  only  one 
industry,  and  only  a  portion  of  that 
industry,  and  because  he  believed  ft  to  be 
unjust  in  principle  and  contrary  to  the 
great  policy  of  free  trade,  by  means  of 
which  our  national  prosperity  had  been 
built  up,  that  he  should  take  every 
opportunity  of  protesting  in  the  House 
against  it.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, in  proposing  the  tax,  was  taking 
them  back  to  the  days  of  exploded  ideas. 
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Over  a  hundred  years  ago  Sir  John 
Sinclair  stated  that  the  idea  that,  when 
^n  exported  commodity  was  taxed,  the 
foreigner  would  have  to  pay  it  was  ex- 
ploded. Now  a  free  trade  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  revived  that  idea. 
But  the  foreigner  was  just  as  wideawake 
in  commercial  matters  as  they  were,  and 
■<iepend  on  it  he  would  not  pay  an  extra 
Is.  a  ton  when  he  could  get  coal  of  equal 
value  nearer  home  at  a  lower  price. 
He  would  take  every  possible  oppor- 
tunity afforded  to  him  by  the  rules  of 
procedure  to  protest  against  the  tax  as 
ainjust  and  unfair. 

*Mr.  CHARLES  WILSON  (Hull,  W.) 
;said  the  House  had  just  listened  to  a 
.speech  on  the  coal  tax  from  a  practical 
Member,  who  spoke  with  great  authority. 
He  wished  to  speak  more  especially  from 
the  shipowners'  point  of  view.  He  knew 
that  this  country  was  entirely  dependent 
on  its  mercantile  marine,  and,  as  one 
who  had  been  intimately  connected  with 
the  mercantile  marine  of  this  country 
for  fifty  years,  he  declared  that  the 
tax  was  looked  upon  as  most  deplorable. 
In  their  commerce  now  almost  every 
bulky  article  had  disappeared.  In  his 
time  their  vessels  were  loaded  with 
general  cargo,  but  not  now,  as  coals  had 
to  be  taken  in  large  quantities  to  complete 
their  loading.  The  iron  trade,  which 
was  a  large  one,  had  disappeared.  The 
textile  trade  was  not  in  a  good  condition, 
and  he  was  told  by  manufacturers  that 
they,  too,  were  suffering  from  over- 
legislation — from  the  interference  of 
the  Factory  Acts  and  other  legislation 
which  they  thought  to  a  great  extent 
unnecessary.  He  would  take  his  own 
•  case  as  connected  with  shipping.  His 
firm  despatched  weekly  over  twenty 
steamers  to  foreign  ports.  Excepting 
to  America  every  one  of  those  ships  was 
dependent  upon  coal  to  enable  it  to  con- 
tinue in  that  trade.  Several  trades 
without  free  export  coal  would  cease 
to  exist.  What  were  they  seeing  1  The 
big  Atlantic  steamers  had  such  difficulty 
in  getting  cargo  from  England  that,  in 
.addition  to  water  ballast,  nearly  all  of 
them  were  being  fitted  with  tank-holds 
to  contain  additional  water,  to  enable 
them  to  make  their  voyages  with  safety 
across  the  Atlantic.  That  was  because 
the  cargoes  had  to  a  great  extent  dis- 
Mr.  Fenvnck, 


appeared,  and  partly  also  as  the  out- 
come of  the  competition  of  other 
countries  which  were  beginning  to 
take  their  place.  At  the  present 
time  this  country  was  living  a  sort 
of  spendthrift  existence,  and,  as  wa« 
usual  under  those  circumstances,  the 
Government  had  to  look  about  to  get 
the  money  in  order  to  carry  on  the 
enormous,  wasteful  expenditure  which 
now  went  on.  For  the  first  time  in 
their  history  what  might  almost  be 
called  the  life-blood  of  the  country- 
coal — was  attacked.  And  what  would 
be  the  result  ?  At  the  present  moment 
they  were  supposed  to  be  able  to  bear 
that  tax  thro'ugh  the  prosperity  which 
the  country  was — he  was  almost  going 
to  say — suffering  from,  because  in  the 
end  it  would  produce  suffering.  But  in 
ordinary  times  what  would  be  the  effect 
when  the  export  of  coal  began  to  lessen, 
as  it  must  lessen?  The  tax  not  only 
affected  the  coalowner  and  the  coal  pro- 
ducer, but  it  affected  almost  every  branch 
of  industry  in  this  country.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  east  coast  of  England 
would  probably  be  more  affected  than 
any  other  part  of  the  country.  He  had 
had  no  opportunity  until  now  of  pro- 
testing against  this  tax.  His  two  col- 
leagues in  the  representation  of  Hull 
sat  dn  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
and  would  no  doubt  vo;te  in  favour  of 
that  tax,  which  would  have  a  disastrous 
effect  upon  the  port  they  represented. 
He  knew  that  anything  he  said 
here  was  perfectly  hopeless.  Shipowners 
had  no  power  to  resist  this  tax,  but  it 
would  only  be  a  matter  of  time  when  the 
country  would  begin  to  feel  its  disastrous 
effects.  In  his  day  it  had  not  been  a 
matter  of  Is.  a  ton  that  they  had  had 
to  consider  when  they  received  any 
orders  for  the  export  of  coal  to  Russia, 
to  Norway,  to  Sweden,  and  to  Germany. 
Then  it  had  been  a  matter  of  one  or  two 
pence  per  ton,  the  margin  had  been  so 
■small.  Already  orders  coming  into  the 
port  of  Hull  had  fallen  off  to  the  extent 
of  21  per  cent,  for  six  months  of  the 
present  year.  What  did  that  mean  I 
Why,  it  affected  every  industry  connected 
with  the  port.  The  two  railway  com- 
panies at  Hull  were  talking  of  building 
new  docks  for  Hull,  but,  if  the  diminu- 
tion orf  trade  continued,  they  would  at 
once  begin  to  consider  whether  it  was 
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wise  to  extend  their  liabilities  in  that 
direction,  when  it  must  be  in  the  end 
disastrous  to  the  two  companies.  This 
tax  went  through  almost  every  ramifica- 
tion of  trade.  If  Northern  Russia  had 
to  pay  too  dear,  they  could  use  their 
own  wood,  and  in  Southern  Russia  they 
could  use  petroleum.  We  had  not  the 
control  of  the  markets  of  the  world. 
Only  in  the  previous  day*s  paper  he  saw 
a  notification  from  Knoxville,  Tennessee, 
that  an  order  had  been  given  to  American 
coalowners  for  100,000  tons  of  coals  to 
be  exported  within  the  next  six  months 
to  Venice,  in*  the  Adriatic.  This  was  one 
of  the  ports  to  which  his  firm  sent 
steamers,  and  if  they  could  not  get  coals 
for  those  steamers  they  would  not  be 
able  to  run  them  at  all.  They  were 
already  suffering,  from  the  action  of  the 
Goremment,  the  tramps  to  Germany, 
who  run  out  with  coals  and  home  with 
sugar,  and  would  have  their  trade  ruined 
if  those  articles  were  interfered  with.  But 
what  was  the  use  of  talking.  The 
Government  had  got  into  this  terrible 
mess  through  spending  money  on  a 
disastrous  war,  which  would  prove  a 
terrible  strain  upon  the  resources  of  the 
country,  but  he  could  not  imagine  that 
the  Government  could  have  made  a 
greater  mistake  than  to  have  raised  the 
money  for  that  expenditure  by  a  tax 
upon  coal.  He  considered  it  his  duty  to 
make  a  protest  against  it. 

*Mr,  JOHN  WILSON  (Falkirk  Burghs) 
emphasised  the  remarks  he  made  when 
the  coal  tax  was  introduced  into  the 
Budget,  when  he  pointed  out  the  entire 
unfairness  of  the  incidence  of  the  tax,  the 
necessity  for  an  ad  valorem  duty,  and 
the  effect  the  tax  would  have  on  the 
carrying  trade.  He  was  glad  to  see  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
seen  fit,  as  the  result  of  the  arguments 
l^ught  to  bear  upon  the  question  of 
contracts,  to  meet  them  as  fairly  and 
freely  as  could  be  expected.  As  far  as 
contracts  were  concerned,  he  thought  the 
right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  gone  to  a  very 
great  length.  In  the  month  of  June  no 
lees  than  455,000  tons  had  fallen  off  in 
the  exports  of  coal ;  that  was  more  than 
10  per  cent,  upon  the  whole  of  the  export 
trade  of  the  country. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Bristol, 
W.):  What  about  May? 
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*Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  said  he  had  given 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  June;  he 
gave  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
benefit  of  May.  There  was  still  a  falling 
tendency;  but  most  material  of  all,  and 
this  was  the  question  he  would  like  the 
House  to  consider,  as  they  had  heard  a 
great  deal  about  the  profits  on  coal,  the 
fall  of  25  per  cent,  which  he  had  men- 
tioned showed  how  rapidly  the  price 
was  faUing.  They  could  notice  what 
a  disastrous  effect  this  tax  would  have 
on  the  carrying  trade  of  the  country  when 
they  found  an  hon.  Member,  who  was  a 
shipowner  and  whose  firm  was  one  of  the 
largest  engaged  in  the  shipping  trade, 
rising  in  h^  place  and  strongly  protesting 
against  this  tax.  Forty-six  miUion  tons 
of  coal,  to  the  value  of  thirty-seven 
miUions  sterhng,  was  exported  last  year, 
and  if  that  amount  of  money  were  put 
out  at  3  per  cent,  compound  interest  in 
one  hundred  years  it  would  be  as  large  a& 
the  National  Debt.  Instead  of  endeavour 
ing  to  kill  the  export  trade,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  should  do  all  he  could 
to  encourage  and  favour  the  export 
trade  of  this  country.  He  again  pro- 
tested against  the  tax. 

Mr.  ATHERLEY  JONES  (Durham, 
N.W.) :  I  am  afraid  that  this  subject  has 
been  discussed  very  much  at  large,  and  I 
only  rise  because,  representing  a  mining, 
constituency,  I  feel  that  I  could  not  allow 
the  Bill  to  pass  without  as  shortly  aa 
possible  emphasising  my  views  upon  the 
coal  tax.  Though  not  a  coal  owner,  I  am 
bound  to  repudiate  the  imputation  which 
has  been  cast  upon  the  coal  owners  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  who  said  they 
lacked  public  spirit.  There  is  no  ground 
for  such  an  imputation ;  the  coal  owners 
and  the  miners  of  this  country  were  per- 
fectly willing  to  contribute  their  share 
of  the  expenditure  of  this  war  if  it  had 
been  asked  of  them  through  proper 
channels.  They  object  to  this  tax  because 
they  believe  it  strikes  at  a  particular 
industry  —  a  staple  industry  of  the 
country — and  that  the  effect  is  not 
transient  but  permanent.  Therefore  the- 
taunt  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
is  as  ill-conceived  as  it  is  unmerited. 

Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  :   If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  refers  to  me 

Mr.  ATHERLEY  JONES  ;   I  do.       . 
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Sir   M.    hicks   BEACH;    I  never 
made  such  a  statement. 

Mr.  ATHERLEY  JONES  :  I  distinctly 
remember  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
expressed  the  utmost  abhorrence  of  the 
whining  applications  addressed    to  him 
by  the  coal  owners  of  this  country,  and 
he  dwelt  upon  the  fact  that  they  had 
derived  immense  profits  and  had    been 
somewhat  ungenerous  in  not  conceding  ; 
this  tax.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has, 
however,  been  touched  by  the  legitimate  ' 
appeal  of  the  coal  owners,  and  he  has  given 
away  about  one-third  of  the  tax  which 
he  at  first  regarded  as  essential  to  impose.  , 
But  let  me  point  out  that  the  right  hon.  I 
Gentleman,  in  giving  away  one-third  of  ' 
this  tax,  has  also  cast  to  the  winds  every  | 
principle  for  which  he  contended  in  his  ' 
Budget  speech  when  he  introduced  this  I 
tax.    What  he  said  then  was,  that  it  would  I 
not  be  an  unmitigated  misfortune  to  the  ' 
country  if  the  effect  of  this  tax  were  to  be  : 
that  it  hampered  the  exportation  of  coal.  ' 
The  very  class  of  coal  in  which  there  ] 
was  no  monopoly,  the  very  class  which 
the  incidence  of  this  tax  presses  so  hardly 
upon — ^that  class  of  coal  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  relieved.     What  remains  ? 
This  remains — a  tax  has  been  imposed 
permanently  which  is  contrary  to  the 
accepted    principles    of    every    political 
economist.     Sir    Robert    Peel    in    1845 
abandoned   the   coal   tax.     Why  1    The 
tax  produced  only    £118,000   in    1845, 
and  Sir  Robert  Peel  stated  that  he  aban- 
doned it  because  it  was  opposed  to  every 
sound  principle  of  finance     If  you  con- 
sult any  political  economist,  theoretical 
or  practical,  you  will  find  that  the  only 
ground  upon  which  an  export  tax  can  be 
justified  is  that  it  relates  to  an  article  in 
which  the  country  imposing  the  tax  pos- 
sesses an  absolute  monopoly.     There  is  no 
condition  or  circumstance  which  entitles 
us  to  claim  that  coal  is  a  monopoly.     I 
admit  that  in  the  present  condition  of 
freights  certain  classes   of  British    coal 
practically  have  a  monopoly  in  certain 
parts  of  the  world,  but  that  is  a  partial 
monopoly  which  may  at   any  time    be 
overthrown  by  the  growing  competition 
of  America  or  countries  in  the  Far  East. 
I  do  not  wish  to  put  the  case  in  the 
slightest  degree  higher  than  it  ought  to  be. 
I  agree  that,  in  so  far  as  our  coal  trade  with 
the  Mediterranean,  the  north  of  France, 
and  possibly  Russia  is  concerned,  this  tax 


will  not,  under  existing  circumstances, 
operate  largely  to  its  detriment. 
[**Yes."]  I  think  not  under  present 
circumstances.  ['*  Yes."]  I  bow  to  the 
superior  knowledge  of  my  hon.  friends 
behind  me,  but  that  is  the  conclusion 
at  which  I  had  arrived  from  the  no 
doubt  imperfect  investigation  I  had 
made.  But  there  is  a  zone  in  which 
English  coal  comes  into  sharp  competition 
with  German  coal — namely,  north  Ger- 
many. By  this  tax  you  are  widening 
the  zone  within  which  German  coal  can 
successfully  compete  with  English  coal 
to  the  extent  of  about  twenty-five  miles, 
taking  the  railway  carriage  at  ^  per 
ton;  and  by  reference  to  the  map  it  will  be 
seen  that  this  covers  an  area  which  is 
a  large  coal-consuming  district.  There- 
fore, you  must  inevitably  injure  to  that 
extent  the  coal  trade  of  Northumberland, 
and,  to  some  extent,  that  of  Durham. 

Why  has  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
imposed  this  tax  in  such  a  way  that  it 
affects  only  two  classes — the  coal  owner 
and  the  coal  miner  ?  A  very  interesting 
report  was  published  some  years  ago 
showing  that  the  royalty  owners  of  this 
country  derived  nearly  £5,000,000  per 
annum  for  royalties  and  wayleaves. 
Why  are  they  not  included  in  this  tax  ? 
It  may  be  said  that  they  are  already 
taxed.  But  so  also  are  coal  owners. 
This  is  a  special  tax  imposed  ufon  the 
coal  industry,  and  I  want  to  know  why 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  devise 
some  system  of  adjustment  by  which  it 
would  have  been  competent  for  the  coal 
owner — and,  consequently,  for  the  miner 
— to  make  in  respect  of  the  amount  of 
this  tax  some  deduction  for  the  royalty 
he  has  to  pay.  I  have  it,  on  authority 
which  I  cannot  question,  that  to  devise 
such  a  process  would  not  have  been 
difficult.  The  royalty  owner  is  permitted 
to  draw  an  average  of  about  6d.  per  ton 
without  in  the  smallest  degree  con- 
tributing to  this  tax.  In  continental 
countries,  beyond  the  ordinary  per- 
manent charges  attaching  ta  works  and 
maintenance,  and  so  forth,  there  is  no 
permanent  charge  upon  the  mine  owner 
I  such  as  there  has  been  from  time  im- 
memorial in  this  country.  The  royalties 
in  Germany  are  about  2d.  per  ton,  and 
in  France  they  are  practically  non- 
j  existent,  while  in  this  coimtry  they 
j  average   6d.   per  ton.     The  right  hon. 
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Gentleman  is  now  imposing  a  permanent 
tax  of  Is.  a  ton,  so  that  the  coal  trade 
of  this  country  will  be  under  a  permanent 
disability  or  handicap  of  Is.  6d.  per  ton 
in  its  competition  with  other  coal-pro- 
ducing countries.  **  Oh,"  said  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  **  that  is  a  matter 
of  no  importance  whatever.*'  But  such 
is  the  absence  of  consideration  which 
has  been  given  to  this  question  that  at  a 
later  stage  he  recognised  that  the  tax 
would  strike  a  fatal  blow  at  the  trade 
in  the  comparatively  less  expensive  coal 
from  Northumberland  and  Monmouth- 
shire, and  therefore  made  a  concession 


we  may  induce  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  forego  the  tax  altogether.  He  will 
forgive  us  if,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned, 
we  put  ourselves  into  the  position  of  the 
importunate  widow  of  the  XewTestament 
— not  that  he  is  the  unjust  judge. 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  There  is  a 
material  difference.  The  importunate 
widow  had  got  nothing. 


*Mr.  JOHN  WILSON 
right  hon.  Gentleman 


No,  no.     The 

is  wrong  in  his 

Biblical     knowledge.     The     widow    got 

everything  she  wanted  and  went  away 


This  is   a    tax,    not    upon   ascertained    s^tisfifd,  and  if  the  right  hon  Gentleman 
profits,  but    upon  an  industry.     Is  the    "^  ^^"^  "^  "^  "^^  '^^''^  ^  "^  *^  ^""^^  ^'^ 


right  hon.  Gentleman  prepared  to  impose 
a  perm  ment  handicap  of  Is.  6d.  per  ton 
on  British  coal  ?  He  told  us  the  other 
<lay  that  France  had  a  tariff  of  lljd. 
upon  English  coal  going  to  that  country. 
If  that  is  the  case,  so  far  as  England 
against  France  is  concerned,  on  every 
ton  of  coal  we  send  to  France  there  will 
be  a  permanent  disabiUty  of  2s.  5fd. 
This  is  not  wise  finance.  It  is  admitted 
to  have  beea  ill-considered,  because  if  it 
had  been  otherwise  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  not  have  thrown  away  one- 
third,  or  possiblv  more,  of  it  for  the 
first  year.  In  these  times  of  inflation 
the  coal  trade  may  be  able  to  bear  the 
tax  without  serious  suffering,  under  the 
limitations  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  imposed,  but  it  is  no  less  certain 
that  it  will  come  to  be  a  very  serious 
^kw  at  one  of  our  greatest  industries.  I 
*iil  close  my  observations  by  referring  to 
the  speech  of  Sir  Robert  Pe:l  in  1845,  when 
in  striking  off  the  coal  tax,  he  said  that 
any  tax  upon  exports  is  contrary  to  the 
best  interests  of  commerce,  and  is  calcu- 
lated to  inflict  injury  upon  British 
industry. 

*Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  (Durham,  Mid) : 
1  fully  sympathise  with  the  arduous  task 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  had 
since  he  first  proposed  this  tax,  and  I 
<io  not  look  upon  the  changes  and  exemp- 
tions he  has  made  as  having  been  con- 
ceded to  mollify  those  who  were  opposed 
to  him.  I  believe  they  have  been  made 
Wause  on  further  inquiry  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  found  that  the  course  he 
had  adopted  was  the  wrong  one.  We, 
therefore,  return  to  the  subject  to-night 
hoping  that,  even  at  the  eleventh  hour, 


give 
down.  My  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Bolton  said  he  would  be  satisfied  if  he 
got  his  share,  and  I  was  going  to  suggest 
a  method  by  which  he  might  get  it.  If 
every  ton  of  coal  exported  produced  a 
shilUng  there  would  be  something  like 
44,000,000  or  45,000,000  shiUings.  The 
total  population  according  to  the  last 
census  was  about  45,000,000,  so  that  the 
hon.  Member's  share  would  be  one  shilling, 
and  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Chester-le-Street,  or 
even  one  of  us  who  have  been  miners, 
would  gladly  give  him  that  amount  if  he 
would  then  be  satisfied. 

The  test  of  this  subject  may  b^ 
very  fairly  stated  in  a  homely  proverb 
to  the  effect  that  even  in  a  matter 
of  taxation  it  can  only  be  tested  truly 
by  its  weakest  point.  If  you  test  a 
chain,  you  do  not  test  it  by  its  strongest 
part.  The  strongest  part  so  far  as  the 
proposal  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
concerned  is  that  the  foreigner  will  pay  the 
shilUng  per  ton.  It  is  said  that  the  coal- 
owners  made  very  large  profits  last  year. 
I  do  not  know  what  profits  they  made, 
but  I  should  think  that  a  very  high 
estimate  has  been  placed  upon  them. 
Would  it  not  have  been  better  if  the 
profits  of  the  coalowner  had  been  taxed  ? 
You  might  ascertain  the  profits  in  some 
way,  and  then  you  might  tax  the  coal- 
owners  upon  the  profits  they  had  made. 
But  if  the  coalowner  had  to  pay  a  portion 
of  his  profits,  and  the  miner  had  to  risk 
his  employment,  why  should  the  royalty 
owner  not  pay  some  portion  of  this  tax  ] 
Without  the  sUghtest  conceit  or  egotism, 
I  do  say  that  I  do  not  beUeve  an  answer 
has  been  given  to  this  question.  I 
attempted  the  other  night  to  put  before 
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the  House  my  idea  that  this  question 
can  only  be  tested  by  its  weakest  part. 
The  general  taxation  of  this  Finance 
Bill  can  only  be  tested  in  the  same  way. 
We  should  be  wrong  in  testing  the  inci- 
dence of  the  sugar  tax  by  its  relationship 
to  a  well-paid  artisan,  but  we  must  look 
at  the  question  as  to  how  it  bears  upon 
the  man  earning  14s.  or  15s.  a  week. 
My  idea  as  to  the  proper  principle  of 
taxation  is  that  in  a  nation  where  the 
wealth  of  the  country  is  derived  from 
the  joint  action  of  capital  and  labour, 
and  where  the  wages  as  well  as  the  in- 
come of  the  capitalist  come  from  that 
joint  co-operation,  the  man  who  receives 
the  largest  income  and  has  the  greatest 
share  in  the  wealth  produced  ought  to 
bear  the  largest  share  in  a  time  of  stress 
and  strain.  I  grant  to  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  that  he  may  be  right 
in  asserting  that  to  some  part  of  the 
coal  trade  will  be  given  a  monopoly.  I 
will  leave  out  South  Wales,  although  I 
might  have  taken  it  as  an  illustration, 
and  I  will  take  the  northern  counties. 
If  two-thirds  of  the  present  exportation 
of  coal  hold  the  market,  then  there  is 
one-third  with  regard  to  the  production 
of  which  the  men  would  not  be  required. 
That  is  in  my  opinion  the  proper  view 
of  the  question  which,  I  think,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  should  take. 
We  have  recently  seen  4  very  sorrowful 
sight  in  our  mining  villages  ;  for  we  have 
seen  men  begging  for  employment,  aad 
leaving  their  homes  in  order  to  get  a 
chance  of  work,  and,  in  the  sentiments 
of  Burns,  begging  leave  to  toil  of  some 
lordly  fellow-worm.  This  arose  from 
the  fact  that  the  work  could  not  be  given 
because  the  coalowner  could  not  sell 
his  coal,  and  consequently  he  did  not 
require  the  men.  That  is  the  position 
we  dread.  That  is  the  spectre  which 
will  arise  out  of  the  depression  in  trade, 
and  if  one-third  of  the  coal  required  now 
is  not  required  in  consequence  oft  his  tax 
because  only  the  superior  quaUty  holds 
a  monopoly,  those  who  produce  the  one- 
third  which  is  not  required  will  have  to 
go  elsewhere.  I  have  seen  some  of  the 
most  profound — ^if  the  word  can  be 
appUed  to  ignorance — and  the  grossest 
ignorance  shown  in  this  House  upon  this 
question.  It  has  been  said  from  the 
Government  Bench,  in  order  to  court 
favour  with  the  men  in  the  Midlands, 
that  they  would  not  feel  this  tax.  The 
Mr.  John  Wilson. 


man  who  uses  this  argument  does  not 
know  of  the  migratory  tendency  of 
labour,  and  if  there  should  be  4,0#0^ 
5,000,  or  6,000  men  in  Durham  and  the 
same  number  in  Northumberlandaffected 
in  this  way,  where  will  they  go  tot 
Where  will  they  have  to  seek  for  labour 
to  earn  bread  for  themselves  and  their 
wives  and  famiUes  ]  They  will  have  to 
seek  employment  in  the  Midlands.  If 
there  is  an  over  abundant  labour  market 
we  know  that  labour  is  cheapened,  and 
therefore  the  Midland  men  will  be  bound 
to  feel  the  effects  of  this  taxation,  because 
they  will  be  overcrowded  by  the  un- 
employed who  will  be  thrown  out  of  work 
by  the  dislocating  and  the  destruction 
of  trade  by  a  tax  which  ought  never  to 
have  been  imposed.  We  were  told  that 
it  did  not  apply  to  Ireland,  in  order  to 
get  the  Irish  Members  to  vote  for  the 
Government.  I  took  the  opportunity 
upon  a  former  occasion  of  interjecting 
a  remark  that  in  the  north  of  England 
and  the  constituency  which  1  represent 
there  are  thousands  who  have  come 
from  Ireland  because  they  could  not  get 
employment  in  their  own  country,  and 
they  have  come  to  Durham  and  North- 
umberland and  other  centres  of  industry  y 
and  if  we  limit  the  chances  of  employ- 
ment in  Durham  and  Northumberland, 
and  in  consequence  these  men  are  not 
wanted  in  the  coal  mining  centres, 
surely  they  will  be  hurt  by  this  tax* 
I  think  that  is  a  logical  argument. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has 
congratulated  himself  upon  the  fact 
that  the  foreigner  will  pay  this  tax, 
and  if  not  the  foreigner  the  employer, 
and  if  not  either,  then  there  would  be  aa 
advantage  by  the  coal  remaining  in  the 
country  to  be  sold  more  cheaply  to  the 
home  consumer,  or  it  could  be  husbanded 
for  future  consumption.  I  am  going  to 
show  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
that  he  makes  two  attacks  upon  the 
position  of  the  workmen.  A  reduction 
in  wages  is  not  the  worst  thing  the 
workman  will  have  to  fear.  If  this  coal 
is  not  exported,  the  workmen's  labour 
will  not  be  required,  and  the  very  result 
which  we  dread  and  fear  the  most  will 
fall  upon  us.  There  are  others  besides 
the  miners  who  will  be  affected.  There 
are  villages  in  Durham  and  Northumber- 
land where  the  whole  community  depends 
upon  the  labour  of  the  miner,  and  if 
the  miner^j^^dR^j^G^ork,  and  pits 
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are  stopped,  then  the  traders  and  every- 
body dse  in  those  villages  will  suffer. 
The  light  hon.  Gentleman  makes  out 
that  if  the  coal  is  not  exported  at  all  it  will 
he  a  benefit.  I  believe  when  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  made  that 
lemark  that  he  was  ignorant  of  the 
relations  of  the  employers  with  their 
men  on  this  question.  I  could  not  look 
Jipon  the  deprivation  of  thousands  of 
men  of  their  work,  because  of  our  coal 
not  being  required  by  the  foreigner, 
Trho  wiU  go  to  his  own  market,  as  a  matter 
ior  congratulation.  It  is  to  me  a  terror 
of  the  blackest  and  direst  character — 
the  throwing  of  men  out  of  work  on 
iiccount  of  this  policy.  When  you 
•quote  the  figures  for  May  you  show  that 
the  exports  are  greater.  But  how 
About  June  ]  This  thing  is  not  to  be 
«ttled  by  the  platitudes  of  economics 
formed  in  the  study.  It  is  to  be  settled 
hj  the  stern  facts  of  everyday  life, 
hj  the  stem  facts  of  our  industrial 
•occupations.  These  are  "  chiels  that 
winna  ding,"  and  these  we  will  have 
to  meet  as  the  years  roll  on,  but  I 
•cannot,  and  I  am  confident  that  my 
colleagues  cannot,  look  upon  this  policy 
with  the  smallest  assurance  and  hope. 

We  are  told  coal  will  be  cheaper  to 
the  people  of  the  country.  That  means 
that  the  miner  will  have  to  work  for  less 
wages.  One  might  think  that  The  Times 
newspaper  was  a  centre  of  economic 
truth.  That  journal  in,  I  think.  May 
this  year  said  that  the  coal-owners  had 
kept  up  profits,  and  that  the  miners 
had  kept  up  wages,  li^Well,  it  would 
not  do  for  me  to  impugn  the  wisdom  of  a 
paper  like  The  Times,  but  I  must  say 
that  I  never  saw  greater  ignorance  of 
how  wages  are  managed  in  this  country. 
The  hon.  Member  for  the  Wansbeck 
Division  has  said  that  wages  in  the  north 
•of  England  are  kept  up  by  the  price  in 
the  market.  In  South  Wales,  the  Midland 
Federation,  Durham  and  Northumber- 
land and  the  Scotch  Conciliation  Board 
^in  every  case  the  miner  has  not  forced 
▼ages.  He  follows  the  market.  When 
prices  went  up  last  year  we  followed  the 
prices  every  quarter.  We  have  followed 
^hem  down-  now.  Wages  are  not  merely 
being  reduced — ^they  are  rushing  down. 
I  am  reminded  by  my  hon.  friend  near 
inc  that  in  Northumberland  they 
have  suffered  a  reduction  of  22 ^ 
i>er  wnt.    in     wages    this    year,    and 


this  is  the  trade  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  is  smiting.  I  shall  be  sur- 
prised if  there  is  not  another  reduction 
with  us  in  three  weeks.  In  every  mining 
district  in  this  country  there  is  a  tendency 
towards  a  reduction  in  wages.  I  have 
seen  the  statement  that  during  the 
last  twenty  years,  including  1900,  when 
there  was  a  great  rush  of  prosp»erity,  the 
selling  price  of  coal  at  the  pit  mouth 
realised  5s.  7d.  and  some  points.  That 
would  be,  according  to  our  arrangement 
of  wages,  18  J  per  cent,  above  the  standard. 
I  hope  hon.  Gentlemen  will  excuse  me 
discussing  this,  for  it  is  to  me  a  very 
interesting  and  important  point.  What 
were  miners'  wages  on  the  average  during 
those  twenty  years  1  I  will  take  the 
average  wage  of  1879,  and  I  will  put 
18i  per  cent,  to  it.  There  are  three 
classes  of  men  down  the  pit  working 
eight  hours  a  day,  and  their  average 
wages  during  the  whole  twenty  years 
was  38.  5jd.  in  one  class,  3s.  6fd.  in 
another,  and  48.  3  Jd.  in  the  third.  There 
are  other  two  classes  working  ten  hours 
a  day,  and  they  receive  4s.  Id.  and  4s.  4id. 
Taking  the  average  over  the  whole 
twenty  years  by  the  same  process 
the  wage  of  the  coalhewer  would  be 
5s.  Ifd.  per  day.  I  repeat  the  question 
put  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Wans- 
beck Division.  Is  there  any  man  who 
thinks  that  too  much  of  a  wage  for  a 
miner  1  I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
man  here  who  would  say  so.  Tliis  is 
not  a  political  question.  It  is  a  question 
of  life  to  hundreds  of  people.  But  we 
have  been  told  that  this  is  a  case  where 
we  are  on  the  wrong  side  of  politics, 
that  we  are  rather  a  stiff-necked  and 
perverse  generation,  and  that,  therefore, 
we  ought  to  be  punished.  If  we  had 
been  on  the  right  side  of  politics  we 
might  have  been  allowed  to  go  scot  free. 
We  are  told  that  the  miners  are  adherents 
of  the  Radical  party.  I  agree  that  we 
are.  I  do  not  think,  for  all  that,  that 
we  should  be  taxed  in  this  way.  We 
have  been  told  that  there  is  no  fear  of  a 
reduction  of  wages,  because  we  can  resist 
any  attack  the  employers  may  make. 
We  are  told  that  it  would  be  very  much 
better  to  husband  our  resources  in  order 
to  meet  the  employers  rather  than 
threaten  to  strike  against  the  Govern, 
ment  proposal.  The  Government  said, 
*'  Oh  !  don't    strike   against  ;CiiO|$^^' 
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against  other  people."  Words  like  these 
were  unbecoming  a  statesman.  They 
may  do  for  a  demagogue  on  a  platform, 
they  may  do  for  a  man  who  wishes  to  stir 
up  the  feehngs  of  the  people  against  the 
powers  that  be,  but  certainly  they  ought 
not  to  come  from  a  man  whose  position 
demands  that  his  words  should  be  words 
of  hght  and  leading  and  clear  of  every- 
thing containing  the  very  suggestion  of 
conflict  and  contention  with  regard  to 
the  industry  of  this  country.  I  could 
quote  the  words  of  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  the  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies,  who  said  that  we  are  in  this 
matter  catspaws  for  the  employers.  I 
deny  it.  I  say  here  that  we  have  never 
been  made  catspaws  for  any  person  yet. 
We  wish  in  the  discussion  of  our  wage 
questions  to  introduce  amicable  atid 
friendly  feeling.  We  want  reason  to 
rule,  and  not  brute  force.  I  conclude 
by  saying  that  we  miners  have  no 
objection  to  pay  a  fair  share  of  the 
taxation  of  the  country.  It  is  not  a 
question  of  money  with  us,  and  never 
has  been.  We  beheve  it  is  our  bread. 
If  anyone  denies  what  I  say  I  would 
point  to  the  number  of  young  miners 
who  went  into  the  field  in  South  Africa 
never  to  return.  I  would  point  to 
the  reKef  societies  started  in  Durham 
to  keep  the  wives  and  the  children  and 
the  parents  of  the  men  who  went  to  the 
front.  Therefore  that  is  proof  positive 
that  we  are  wilhng,  much  as  we  may 
hate  the  war,  much  as  we  feel  that  it 
could  be  settled  by  negotiation  if  properly 
conducted,  and  much  as  we  abhor  the 
epithet  **  pro-Boer,"  to  bear  our  share  and 
to  regard  the  honour  of  the  country 
rather  more  than  the  putting  a  feather 
in  any  statesman's  cap.  We  object  to 
this  tax  because  we  see  behind  it,  as  the 
result  of  its  imposition,  thousands  of  men 
begging  for  work. 

*Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON  (Yorkshire, 
W.R  ,  Barnsley)  said  this  was  a  tax  which 
handicapped  British  coal  producers  to 
the  extent  of  Is.  per  ton  in  favour  of  the 
foreign  producer.  The  lion.  Member 
for  Bolton  in  a  speech  the  other  night 
rejoiced  that  by  the  operation  of  this 
tax  our  exports  of  coal  would  be  reduced 
and  the  coal  resources  of  the  country 
pres**rved  for  our  future  requirements. 
Did  the  country  gain  no  benefit  from 

Mr.  John  frUson, 


free  trade  in  coal  ?    Had  tbe  country 
gained  no  benefit  during  the  past  year 
from  the  export  of  45,000,000  tons  of 
coal  ?    There  were    800,000    men    em- 
ployed in  this  industry,  and  their  buying 
power  had  been  substantially  increased 
with  regard  to  food,  clothing,  and  other 
articles.     He  did  not  deny  that  so  far 
as  Welsh  smokdess  steam  coal  was  con- 
cerned the  foreign  consumer  might  be 
made  to  pay  in  ordinary  times,  but  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  been 
compelled  to  acknowledge  that  in  times  o£ 
depression,  so  far  as  the  coal  of  Durham, 
and   Northumberland   were  concerned, 
there  was  force  in  the  contention  that  we 
would  be  unable  to  compel  the  consumer 
in  the  north  of  Europe  to  pay  an  addi- 
tional  Is.  per  ton.    One  great  objection 
to  the  tax  was  its  sectional  application. 
He  said  it  would  have  been  better  to  apply 
it  to  the  whole  of  the  coal  produced  in 
the    country,    whether    for    export   or 
home  consumption,  and  that  Id.  per  ton 
should  have  been  levied  upon  the  colliery 
owner  and  Id.  per  ton  on  the  royalty 
owner.     The    tax    was    popular    with 
certain  consumers  of  coal  in  this  country ^ 
who  thought  that  the  coalowners  had 
been    fleecing   them,    and   who   desired 
that    they  also  should    be    hit    by  the 
tax ;  but,  unfortunately  for  that  view,  it 
was  the  owners  of  export  colUeries  who 
would  be  affected,  w^hile  the  others  would 
go  scot  free.     He  thought  the  great  blot 
in  connection  with  the  incidence  of  the  tax 
was  that  it  was  not  equitably  distributed 
all  round.     The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  agreed  not  to  impose  the 
tax  on  coal  sold  at  a  less  price  than  Os. 
per  ton  free  on  board.     He  was  sorry  to 
say  that,  so   far  as   Durham    was  con- 
cerned, this  inflicted  a  further  inequality 
on   the    coal   trade.     In    normal  times 
ordinary     unscreened     coal     from    the 
county  of  Durham  was  sold  ait  68.  6d.  ta 
6s.  9d.  per  ton  free  on  board.     It  was 
obvious  that  if  coal  above  6*.  was  to  pay 
Is.  duty  it  would  pay  the  colliery  owner 
better  to  sell  at  6s.  per  ton,  than  with  the 
tax  charged  upon  it  at  6s.  lid.  per  ton. 
Durham   unscreened   coal,    which    was 
largely  exported  for  bunker  and  manu- 
facturing purposes,  in  normal  times  was 
sold  at  6s.  6d.  free  on  board  in  competi- 
tion  with  small  coal  from  Northumber- 
land  at  4s.  per  ton  free  on  board.    Small 
coals  were  now  beings  used  to  a  much- 
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greater  extent  for  bunkering  purposes. 
That  was  a  nominal  difference  of  2s.  Gd. 
per  ton.  Under  the  new  arrangement 
Northumberland  small  coal  would  pay  no 
tax  whatever,  while  Durham  unscreened 
coal  would  be  subject  to  a  duty  of  Is.  per 
ton.  He  thought  it  was  somewhat 
unfair  to  the  Durham  unscreened  coal 
exporters  that  they  should  be  thus 
handicapped.  With  regard  to  the  tax 
being  permanent,  he  asked  if  they  were 
to  beUeve  that,  when  the  time  came 
that  many  collieries  were  being  worked 
at  an  actual  out  of  pocket  loss,  the 
impost  of  the  Is.  per  ton  duty  could 
possibly  be  maintained  1  The  tax  was  a 
^-al  departure  absolutely  unsound  in 
character.  It  would  be  a  serious 
hindrance  and  interference  with  one  of 
the  greatest  industries  of  the  coUiery 
oirners,  and  it  would  also  inflict  serious 
hardship  on  the  miners,  especially  in 
times  of  depression. 

Mr.  handles  (Cumberland,  Cocker- 
mouth)      said     he     thought     that,     so 
kr  as  75  per  cent  of  the  coal  tax  was 
eoncemed,    it  would  come  out   of  the 
pockets   of    the   foreigners.     We   ought 
to  look  at  the  incidence  of  the  tax  and  the 
effect   it    would    have    upon    our  ^  own 
industries.     There  were  large  industrial 
populations  in  this  country  other  than 
those  employed  in  coal-mining,  such  as 
the  iron  and  steel  trades,  which  were 
very  materially   affected   by   a   tax   or 
otherwise  on  coal.    The  iron  and  steel 
trades  at  the  present  time  were  enduring 
very  severe  competition  from  across  the 
Atlantic,  and  that  was  a  point  which 
should    command    very    careful    con- 
sideration.    If    he    thought    that    the 
heavy    mineral    manufacturing    trades 
were  going  to  be  affected  by  this  tax,  he 
should   be   very   much   opposed   to   it. 
But,  on  the  contrary,   if   it   had   any 
effect  at  all,  he  thought  it  would  be  for 
the  advantage  of  the  manufacturing  iron 
and  steel  trades  of  this  country.    These 
industries  were  largely  affected  by  the 
question  of  transit.    Advantageous  ship- 
ping freights  had  enabled  them  to  com- 
pete against  the  protective  duties  of  the 
United  States,  but  that  advantage  had 
been  disappearing,  and  now  unless  they 
could  have  the  advantage  of  a  plentiful 
supply  of  cheap  coal  at  home  they  would 
be  unable  to  conipete.    They  were  going 
to  see  their  railway  rates  increased  during 


the  coming  year.  He  congratulated  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that  he  nad 
imposed  a  tax  on  an  article  which  was 
of  the  first  necessity  and  importance  to 
us  as  a  manufacturing  nation,  and  which 
would  have  a  beneficial  effect  if  it  had 
any  effect  at  all  in  the  way  of  preserving 
our  coal  and  bringing  the  home  manu- 
facturer into  a  position  of  being  able 
to  compete  with  the  manufacturer 
abroad  who,  with  the  co-operation  of  the 
railways,  was  overcoming  questions 
affecting  the  conveyance  of  materials  in 
a  way  they  were  not  being  overcome 
in  this  country.  He  believed  that  in  the 
United  States  materials  could  be  carried 
at  a  farthing  per  ton  per  mile,  but  in  this 
country  the  railway  companies  charged 
seven-eighths  of  a  penny  per  ton  per 
mile.  The  tendency  would  be  to  give 
us  a  compensatory  balance  in  our  com- 
petition with  foreign  countries  by  reason 
of  the  fact  that  the  coal  instead  of  being 
exported  as  coal  would  be  exported  in 
the  form  of  manufactured  articles,  such 
as  steel  and  iron.  He  congratulated  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  on  the 
form  in  which  he  had  placed  this  tax. 
If  by  legislation  we  could  retain  the 
manufacturing  industries  of  this  country, 
the  hon.  Member  opposite  would  find 
that  the  miners  in  the  North  would  not 
be  wanting  in  wages,  while  other  indus- 
tries would  have  cheap  coal,  which  would 
enable  them  to  exist. 

*Mr.  BRYNMOR  JONES  (Swansea 
District)  said  he  did  not  propose  to  go 
over  the  whole  field  of  operation  of  this 
tax.  He  was  the  less  disposed  to  take  up 
the  time  of  the  House  because,  so  far  as 
the  "manufactured  fuel "  trade  of  his  con- 
stituents was  concerned,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  been  good  enough 
to  place  Amendments  on  the  Paper  which 
carried  out  the  \  ndertaking  which  he 
had  given  a  few  nights  ago  in  regard  to 
the  matter  of  small  coal.  He  did  not 
think  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to 
dilate  at  any  length  on  behalf  of  the 
western  portion  of  Glamorganshire  on  the 
very  grave  objections  they  had  to  this 
tax,  but  there  were  one  or  two  points 
not  touched  upon  by  preceding  speakers 
which  ought  to  be  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  even  at  this  eleventh  hour  he  was 
not  without  hope  that,  so  far  as  manu- 
factured fuel  was  concerned,  the   right 
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honi  Gentleman  might  see  his  way  to 
make  further  concessions.  The  de- 
fenders of  the  tax  alleged  that  in  sub- 
stance coal  was  something  entirely 
different  from  other  commodities,  and 
especially  that  the  coal  of  South  Wales 
was  a  kind  of  monopoly.  It  had  been 
conceded  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer and  other  speakers  that  of  all 
forms  of  indirect  taxation  a  tax  on 
exports  was  the  most  objectionable, 
unless  the  duty  was  placed  on  an  article 
which  formed  practically  a  monopoly. 
It  was  absolutely  untrue  to  say  that 
coal  was  a  monopoly  in  any  sense  of  the 
term  as  used  by  political  economists.  He 
quite  admitted  that  the  coal  in  certain 
areas  in  the  Rhondda  Valley,  of  a  special 
kind,  adapted  for  a  certain  class  of 
steamers,  commanded  a  very  high  price ; 
but  that  did  not  make  it  a  monopoly.  It 
appeared  to  be  assumed  that  because  that 
special  class  of  coal  was  held  in  high 
esteem  abroad  that  same  appreciation 
applied  to  all  kinds  of  coal  exported  from 
South  Wales.  He  maintained  that  the 
western  Glamorganshire  coal  trade  was 
al  ways  of  a  very  precarious  character.  It 
would  command  a  fair  price  for  use  on 
locomotives  and  stationary  engines;  but  if 
the  tax  was  imposed,  it  must  not  be 
assumed  for  a  moment  that  they  were 
likely  to  keep  the  export  trade  from 
Swansea  to  the  north  of  France  and  the 
Mediterranean  ports.  He  could  assure 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  if  this  tax 
was  persevered  in  a  very  great  blow 
would  be  struck  at  the  export  trade  from 
Western  Glamorganshire. 

It  had  been  urged  that  coal  was  a  gift 
of  nature,  not  a  commodity  in  the  ordi- 
nary sense  of  the  word.  That  was  a 
fallacy.  It  meant  that  by  exporting  the 
coal  the  nation  was  wasting  its  resources, 
and  that  it  ought  to  be  preserved  in  antici- 
pation of  an  attack  on  this  country  by  a 
foreign  enemy ;  his  answer  was  that  the 
Government  should  acquire  an  area  in 
the  Rhondda  Valley,  which  would  provide 
all  the  smokeless  steam  ooal  required  for 
the  Navy.  Coal  was  as  much  a  com- 
modity as  any  other  substance  found 
under  the  surface  of  the  earth.  Till 
brought  to  the  surface  it  had  no  more 
value  than  any  other  substance.  It  was 
only  made  valuable  by  the  expenditure 
of  human  labour  on  it ;  and  it  was  as 
truly  a  manufactured  article  as  anything 

3fr.  Brynmor  Jones. 


made  in  Lancashire  or  Yorkshire.  No 
justification  whatever  had  been  given 
for  choosing  this  particular  commodity 
on  which  to  put  an  export  duty.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Bolton  had  said  that 
this  was  an  asset  of  the  nation  in  a  special 
sense,  and  that  we  ought  to  use  it  for 
ourselves.  But  the  hon.  Member  had 
entirely  forgotten  that  we  got  something 
for  the  coal,  and  that  we  were  thus  using 
it  for  ourselves.  In  return  for  the  coal 
we  were  getting  money,  manufactured 
articles,  and  raw  materials  for  our  own 
manufactures.  If  the  observations  he  had 
made  in  regard  to  coal  had  any  weight 
they  had  ten-fold  weight  in  regard  to 
manufactured  fuel.  He  had  appealed 
to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
give  some  consideration  to  patent  fuel, 
and  to  a  certain  extent  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  given  him  a  concession. 
But  he  wished  to  call  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer's  attention  to  certain 
figures  about  the  patent  fuel  trade  which 
would  prove  that  the  effect  of  this  tax 
upon  patent  fuel  would  be  disastrous^ 
and  very  likely  remove  the  industry  from 
Glamorganshire  to  the  north  of  France. 
Patent  fuel  was  composed  of  90  per  cent, 
of  coal  and  10  per  cent,  of  pitch,  and  was 
sold  at  12s.  per  ton.  The  price  of  the 
pitch  wa^  35s.  per  ton,  and  the  10  per 
cent,  in  the  patent  fuel  represented 
3s.  6d.  per  ton.  The  price  of  the  90  per 
cent,  of  coal  was  6s.  3d.  per  ton — or  a 
total  value  of  9s.  9d.  The  rest  of  the 
12s.  represented  the  cost  of  carrying  on 
the  industry,  labour,  and  waste  of 
machinery.  As  he  understood  the 
Amendment  placed  on  the  paper,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  pre- 
pared to 

Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  !  The 
hon.  Member  cannot  discuss  the  Amend- 
ment until  it  comes  before  the  House. 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  I  am  not 
going  to  further  exempt  patent  fuel. 

*Mr.  brynmor  JONES  said  that 
then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  going 
to  destroy  the  industry.  The  whole 
thing  was  entirely  unequal.  There  was 
certainly  a  coal  ingredient  in  this  com- 
modity, but  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer put  the  same  tax  on  the  Glamor- 
gan coal  as  on  the  Rhondda  coal,  and 
surely  he  was  in  order  in  making  a  pro- 
test on  behalf  of  the  industry  in  which 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


145 


Finance 


{11  July  1901} 


Bill 


146 


those  who  had  sent  him  there  were 
greatly  interested,  Nobody  had  yet 
analysisd  the  question,  "  Upon  whom  this 
iax  was  ultimately  to  fall  ]  "  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  told  them  that 
this  was  going  to  be  a  permanent  tax,  but 
rhenthe  contracts  were  well  worked  out 
who  would  pay  the  tax  ?  He  did  not 
wish  to  lecture  the  House  of  Commons 
on  political  economy,  but  if  anyone  would 
follow  him  out  he  was  prepared  to  prove 
that  the  incidence  of  the  tax  would  fall 
on  the  miners.  He  would  point  out  to 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that 
once  the  contracts  were  performed  the 
price  of  coal  f.o.b.  at  Cardiff  would  depend 
on  the  ordinary  rules  of  supply  and 
<lemand.  They  could  not  get  away  from 
that  fact.  Everybody  concerned  would 
take  notice  of  it  in  making  their  calcula- 
tions to  offer  to  buy  or  to  sell.  So  long 
as  the  conditions  at  Cardiff  were  such  that 
the  cost  of  production  still  allowed  some 
profit,  the  coal  produced  in  East  Glamor- 
:gan8hire  would  still  be  sent  to  Cardiff. 
But  if  the  cost  of  production  exceeded  the 
price  obtainable  by  the  law  of  demand 
and  supply,  colliery  after  colliery  would  be 
^hut  up.  But  before  that  happened  the 
producer  woidd  say  he  would  try  to 
lower  the  cost  of  production.  Now,  what 
were  the  elements  in  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion! The  first  was  wages,  the  second 
vas  the  cost  of  transport  to  the  harbour 
^d  other  charges,  the  third  was  the 
expense  of  running  the  mine  and 
paying  the  royalties  and  taxes  con- 
nected with  the  industry ;  but  the 
largest  item  was  wages.  The  coal 
producer  could  not  say  to  the  land- 
•owner  he  could  not  pay  his  rent.  The 
Tent  must  be  paid.  Then  as  to  the  re- 
•ducing  the  cost  of  transport,  it  was  a 
long  process  indeed  to  induce  the  railway 
-companies  to  lower  their  rates.  The 
result  would  then  be  that,  as  wages 
fonned  the  most  flexible  element  in  the 
'<^  of  production,  as  soon  as  it  was 
known  that  this  tax  was  to  be  made 
pennanent  there  would  be  a  lower- 
ing of  the  rate  of  wages.  He  opposed 
the  clause.  The  impatience  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor 
■of  the  Exchequer  was  hardly  justifiable. 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  The  hon. 
ilember  has  no  reason  for  saying  that 
^kere  has  been  impatience  on  my  part 
^  his  httle  political  economy  lecture. 


He  has  not  expressed  a  single  new 
opinion  or  argument.  They  have  been 
repeated  over  and  over  again  and 
pressed  particularly  on  myself.  I  do  • 
not  thinK  that  it  can  be  said  that 
my  conduct  in  these  debates  has 
been  characterised  by  impatience.  The 
principle  of  the  coal  duty  was  discussed 
on  :  the  Report  of  the  resolution,  again 
on  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Budget 
Bill,  and  again  at  great  length  on  the 
coal  duty  clause  in  Committee  on  the 
Bill.  Now  the  House  is  listening  to  a 
fourth  discussion  on  precisely  the  same 
subject.  I  do  not  complain.  I  am  not 
surprised  that  hon.  Members  opposed 
to  the  tax  should  think  it  necessary  to 
make  these  continued  protests.  I  have 
listened  very  carefully  to  these  protests, 
but  I  have  heard  not  one  single  argu- 
ment advanced  this  evening  against  the 
tax  which  I  have  not  heard  many  times 
before.  The  most  exaggerated  state- 
ments have  been  repeated.  The  hon. 
Member  thinks  that  the  manufacture 
of  patent  fuel  will  be  ruined.  I  have 
carefully  investigated  the  matter,  and 
have  listened  both  in  public  and  in  pri- 
vate to  statements  on  the  subject,  and  I 
believe  that  the  industry  will  under  the 
Bill  be  just  as  able  to  compete  with 
similar  industries  abroad  as  it  has  been 
in  the  past.  The  House  has  heard  most 
doleful  prophecies  as  to  the  effect  of  this 
duty  from  three  gentlemen  rejoicing  in 
the  same  name — members,  presumably, 
of  the  same  clan — the  hon.  Members  for 
Hull,  Falkirk,  and  Durham.  They 
belong  to  a  powerful  clan,  but  their 
arguments  really  answer  o*ne  another. 
I  have  often  heard  while  I  was  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  the  hon. 
Member  for  Hull  represent  his  views  on 
questions  connected  with  shipping ;  and 
I  have  rarely  found  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man in  accordance  with  the  general 
body  of  shipowners.  Now  the  hon. 
Member  asserts  that  the  shipowning 
industry  will  be  ruined,  and  he  talks 
about  "  draining  the  life-blood  of  the 
country."  It  might  have  been  supposed 
that  a  rapid  increase  in  our  export  of 
coal  is  mdre  a  **  draining  of  the  life-blood 
of  the  country  "  than  the  imposition 
of  this  tax.  Then  the  hon.  Member 
dwelt  on  the  danger  of  American  con> 
petition  in  the  Mediterranean.  Now, 
though  we  may  see  in  the  newspapers 
a  great    deal    about    what    America+C 


Ul 


Finance 


{COMMONS} 


Sill. 


14» 


millionaires  and  trusts  are  going  to 
do,  those  statements  must  be  very 
largely  discounted  before  they  are  be- 
lieved. As  to  the  probability  of  any- 
thing like  real  American  competition 
with  us  in  the  Mediterranean  and 
European  markets  for  coal,  the  best 
opinion  of  the  trade  is  that  in  existing 
circumstances  American  competition  is 
impracticable.  The  hon.  Member  gave 
it  as  a  terrible  fact  that  a  contract  for 
100,000  tons  of  coal  for  Venice  had  been 
given  to  America.  Last  year  equally 
America  supplied  coal  of  a  certain  quality 
to  Venice,  and  why  should  it  not  do  so 
again  ?  No  argument  can  be  drawn 
irom  single  contracts  as  to  the  prosperity 
or  otherwise  of  the  whole  trade.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Hull  believes  that 
the  tax  will  be  borne  by  the  ship- 
owner. The  hon.  Member  for  Falkirk 
believes  that  it  will  be  borne  by  the 
coalowner.    They  cannot  both  be  right. 

*Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  (Falkirk 
Burghs) :  I  did  not  say  it  would  be 
borne  by  the  coalowner. 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  If  that  is 
not  the  basis  of  the  hon.  Member's  argu- 
ment, why  does  he  oppose  the  tax  ] 

*Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  :  Because  it  will 
ruin  the  shipping  trade  of  the  country. 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  That  con- 
tention is  scarcely  consistent  with  the 
hon.  Member's  attitude  on  former  occa- 
sions. The  hon.  Member  has  pointed 
with  alarm  to  the  decrease  of  the  expott 
of  coal  in  June  as  compared  with  the 
same  month  last  year.  But  no  argu- 
ment as  to  the  incidence  or  effect  of  the 
tax  can  be  drawn  from  a  mere  compara- 
tive statement  of  the  exports  month  by 
month.  No  one  can  tell  at  present  or  for 
many  months  to  come  what  the  effect 
of  this  tax  will  be  upon  the  coal  industry 
or  trade  generally.  The  exports  of 
British  coal  to  Germany  in  June  last 
were  larger  than  those  of  June  in  last 
year  ;  and  in  May  the  total  exports  were 
very  much  larger  than  in  May  last  year. 

*Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  :  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  not  aware  that  the 
export  from  Scotland  has  largely  de- 
creased during  the  last  two  months  ? 

*SiR    M.    HICKS    BEACH :  I    admit 
that   the   exports   from   Scotland   have 
Sir  M,  Hicks  Beach. 


not  been  so  flourishing  as  those  from 
South  Wales  and  certain  North  of 
England  coalfields,  but  it  is  for  that 
very  reason  that  I  accepted  the  Amend- 
ment exempting  the  cheaper  class  of  coal 
in  which  Scotland  is  very  much  interested 
from  the  duty.  The  third  member  of  the 
clan,  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Durham, 
believes  that  the  tax  will  fall,  not  upon 
the  shipowner  or  the  coalowner,  hut 
upon  the  miner ;  and  that  as  the  result 
of  a  shilUng  duty  wages  will  be  dimi- 
nished, men  thrown  out  of  employ- 
ment, and  whole  villages  ruined.  The 
statements  which  have  been  made 
seem  to  me  to  be  simply  absurd  when  we 
look  at  the  history  of  the  growth  of  the 
export  trade  in  coal,  in  spite  of  the  enor- 
mous fluctuations  in  the  price  of  coal, 
and  in  the  cost  of  freight  to  foreign 
countries.  I  have  been  told  in  the  course 
of  this  debate  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Mid  Durham  that  the  coal  duty  was 
an  ill-considered  measure,  because  after 
hearing  many  deputations  and  con- 
sidering many  arguments  put  before  me 
by  hon.  Members  in  the  House  and  in 
other  ways,  I  made  certain  modifica- 
tions in  the  duty,  and  with  regard  to 
existing  contracts,  which  have  been 
accepted  with  gratitude  by  those  on 
whose  behalf  they  were  made,  but 
which  I  am  afraid  I  must  also  say  have 
only  been  made  an  excuse  for  asking  for 
more.  Hon.  Members  in  effect  say  we 
are  obUged  to  you,  but  yet  we  will  con- 
tinue to  oppose  you  unless  you  take 
this  duty  off  altogether. 

Mr.  BRYNMOR  JONES  :  I  expressly 
told  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  I 
was  altogether  opposed  to  the  tax,  and 
that  I  would  reserve  my  right  to  continue 
to  oppose  it. 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  All  I  have 
to  say  in  regard  to  the  matter  now 
is  that,  while  I  do  not  wish  to  com- 
plain of  the  debates  on  this  clause,  if  hon. 
Gentlemen  were  to  talk  for  the  rest  of 
the  session  I  would  still  adhere  to  it.  It 
is  impossible  for  me  to  satisfy  hon.  Mem- 
bers. I  have  never  contended  that  the 
effect  of  this  duty  will  be  to  prohibit  or 
seriously  to  lessen  the  export  of  coaL  I 
have  said  that  it  was  not  my  desire  to 
obtain  revenue  at  the  cost  of  our  trade,, 
and  no  argument  which  has  been  placed 
before  me,  caref uUv  a^  I  have  considered 
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them  aD,  has  led  me  to  believe — that 
the  duty  will  have  anything  of  the  eflFect 
which  hon.  Members  suggest.  On  one 
point  I  was  satisfied  that  there  might  be 
danger,  namely,  with  regard  to  the 
cheapest  kinds  of  coal.  That  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  meet,  and,  having  done 
that,  I  commend  the  duty  to  the  favour- 
able consideration  of  the  House,  and 
I  trust  that,  bearing  in  mind  how 
thoroughly  the  whole  subject  has  been 
discussed,  we  may  now  come  to  a  decision 
on  the  clause. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  (Northumber- 
land, Berwick) :  Many  old  arguments 
have  been  used  during  this  debate,  and  I 
do  not  wish  to  repeat  them  We  have 
had  a  great  deal  of  debate  on  this  subject, 
and  it  does  seem  to  me  that  in  the  course 
of  it  there  have  been  certain  new  argu- 
ments or  new  suggestions,  and  new 
developments  of  old  arguments,  which 
possess  a  great  deal  of  force.  Grateful 
as  we  are  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer for  certain  concessions,  our 
objections  to  the  tax  have  not  diminished, 
but  have  rather  strengthened  the  more 
the  tax  has  been  considered.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  that  there  had  been 
some  exaggeration  as  to  the  probable 
effect  of  this  tax.  If  there  has  been 
exaggeration  it  has  not  been  confined  to 
this  side  of  the  House.  The  greatest 
exaggeration  was  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's own  statement  in  introducing  the 
tax,  in  which  he  exaggerated  the  benefits 
Kkely  to  accrue  from  it.  The  more  we 
have  heard  of  it  the  more  it  seems  to  me 
that  if  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  realised  how  very  small  the  revenue 
would  be,  he  would  not  have  inflicted 
upon  the  country  the  controversy  which 
has  arisen.  The  tax  might  have  two 
objects  which  would  justify  a  great  deal 
of  inconvenience,  but  it  failed  in  both  of 
them.  It  might  have  the  prospect  of 
large  permanent  gain  to  the  revenue. 
It  would  fail  in  that.  If  might  have 
some  efi'ect 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  £2,000,000 
a  year. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  Not  for  the 
first  year.  As  far  as  we  can  forecast 
the  course  of  trade  for  the  next  four  or 
five  years,  it  is  likely  that  £2,000,000, 
even  without  exemptions,  will  be  the 
maximum  estimate  in  the  present  state 


of  things.  But  even  if  it  brought  in 
£2,000,000,  that  would  be  no  compensa- 
tion for  the  disturbance  and  injury  it 
will  inflict.  Another  eflfect  with  which  I 
would  have  some  sympathy  would 
be  if  the  tax  would  tend  to  delay  or 
retard  the  waste  of  some  of  that  coal 
which  is  admitted  to  be  a  monopoly — 
coal  which  is  essential  to  ourselves,  and 
to  foreign  nations  as  well,  for  very 
important  purposes.  If  this  tax  restricts 
the  export  of  coal  at  all,  that  coal,  oi 
which  we  might  wish  to  delay  the  rapid 
consumption,  will  be  coal  the  export  o£ 
which  will  be  least  affected.  Therefore, 
the  tax  will  fail  in  that  object  also.  Much 
as  we  object  to  the  tax,  we  object  even 
more  to  some  of  the  arguments  which, 
have  been  used  to  justify  it.  An  hon. 
Member  in  this  debate  made  a  very 
frank  speech,  in  which  he  admitted  that^. 
if  this  tax  injuriously  affected  the  trade 
in  which  he  was  concerned,  he  would, 
oppose  it;  but  as  it  would  benefit  that, 
trade  he  thanked  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  for  it.  Why,  then,  should 
people  who  think  that  the  tax  will, 
injuriously  affect  their  trade  not  oppose 
it  1  What  did  the  hon.  Member's  argu- 
ment come  to  1  In  his  opinion  he  stated 
that  perhaps  75  per  cent,  of  the  tax 
would  fall  on  the  foreigner,  but  as  regards- 
the  remaining  25  per  cent,  some  advan- 
tage might  accrue  to  the  iron  and  other 
trades  of  that  kind ;  but  that  would  be 
merely  transferring  money  out  of  the 
pockets  of  one  class  for  the  benefit  of 
other  trades.  That  is  the  kind  of  argu- 
ment which  is  used  to  justify  this  tax. 

Other  arguments  have  been  used, 
outside  this  House.  For  instance,  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  in  a 
speech  outside  this  House,  which  has  been, 
dealt  with  with  great  force  by  the  hon.. 
Member  for  Mid  Durham,  made  an. 
attack  on  the  colliery  owners,  and, 
what  was  far  more  important,  gave 
advice  to  the  miners  for  the  future.  I 
am  afraid  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
uttered  words  which  will  never  be  for- 
gotten in  the  trade,  and  never  remem- 
bered except  for  mischief.  As  to- 
the  incidence  of  this  tax,  the  Chan-- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  says  that, 
people  differ.  People  always  differ 
about  the  incidence  of  a  new  tax,., 
and  it  is  very  difficult  to  forecast  it. 
With  regard  to  the  incidence  of  this  tax: 
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certain  things  are  assured.  Some  of  it, 
I  admit,  will  fall  on  the  foreigner  in  the 
•  <jase  of  certain  classes  of  coal.  In  so  far 
s  the  foreigner  pays,  I  have  no  objection 
to  raise,  but  even  there  the  foreigner  will 
not  be  content  to  pay  it  quietly,  and  if 
he  has  to  pay  on  coal  he  will  get  it  back 
-on  timber  or  something  else  he  sends 
Xo  this  country.  We  have  not  got  to  the 
^nd  of  the  matter  by  proving  that  a 
•certain  amount  of  the  tax  will  come  out 
of  the  pockets  of  the  foreigner.  A  certain 
-amount  will  also  fall  on  the  colliery 
owners,  the  ship  owners,  and  the  exporters 
oinder  contracts  which  are  not  covered. 
A  very  large  amount  will  fall  on  those 
classes,  especially  at  first.  But  the 
tendency  of  the  tax  will  be  to  sink  lower 
.and  lower,  and  the  ultimate  incidence 
will  be  felt,  I  believe,  by  the  miners. 
The  colUery  owners  will  suffer  much 
more  at  first.  The  men  with  long  con- 
4;racts  will  also  suffer  at  first,  but  in 
the  future  it  is  on  the  miner  that  the 
incidence  of  this  tax  will  fall. 

Then  we  have  been  told  by  the  Secretary 
for  the  Colonies  that  if  the  miners  found 
that  this  tax  was  descending  on  them 
they  would  be  justified  in  using  their 
funds  for  their  protection — ^that  is  to 
say,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  invited 

^the  miners  to  embark  on  an  industrial 
war.  That  is  where  the  sting  comes  in 
in  the  arguments  used  to  support  this  tax. 
There  is  one  other  person  about  whom 
I  am  not  sure,  and  that  is  the   royalty 

'  owner.  The  tax  will  fall  on  the  persons 
I  have  named,  but  the  person  about 
ivhom  I  am  least  certain  that  any  part 

•of  it  will  fall  on  is  the  royalty  owner 
Even   from   the  point   of   view   of  the 

•^Oovernment  his  existence   might    have 
been  remembered  whn  they   were  pro 
posing  this  tax.    The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  has  told  us  that  he  will  not  give 

up  the  tax  or  make  any  further  conces- 
sions, and  he  deprecated  being  pressed 
for  any  more  concessions.  As  long  as 
we  object  to  this  tax  we  shall  not  confiine 

■  ourselves  to  asking  for  concessions  this 
year  only;  that  demand  will  also  be 
made  in  subsequent  years.  I  would  ask 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  all 
frankness,  to  watch  very  carefully  what 
the  effect  of  this  tax  will  be.  After  all  the 
arguments  which  have  been  used,  it  is 
facts  that  will  in  the  long  run  decide 

:As^to  who  was  right  or  wrong.     We  on 
Sir  Edward  Grey. 


this  side  of  the  House  are  convinced  that 
our  case  against  the  tax  is  a  good  one. 
We  shall  watch  in  the  years  which  are 
near  the  return  of  the  quantities  of  coal 
exported  from  this  country,  the  price  of 
coal,  and  the  rise  and  fall  in  miners' 
wages ;  and  I  trust,  at  any  rate,  that  if 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  not 
going  to  yield  any  more  this  year,  he  will 
keep  an  open  mind  ;  that  he  will  with  us 
watch  those  things,  and  if  they  prove 
that  our  contentions  are  true — ^if  we 
have  depression  of  trade,  and  a  reduction 
in  the  quantity  of  coal  exported — then  I 
trust  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  be 
one  of  the  first — and  I  think  we  may 
expect  it  from  the  openness  of  mind 
that  he  has  shown — ^to  admit  the  force 
of  the  facts.  I  am  sure  that  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  admits  hereafter  the 
force  of  the  tax,  and  finds  himself  com- 
pelled to  repeal  it  in  future  years,  he  will 
find  a  good  deal  of  compensation  in  the 
fact  that  the  loss  to  the  revenue  will  be  so 
small. 

♦Sm  CHRISTOPHER  FURNESS 
(Hartlepool)  said  that  on  the  first  occaeioii 
on  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  announced  his  intention  of  making 
that  new  departure  he  ventured  to  state 
that  he  was  satisfied  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  not  given  sufficient 
attention  or  consideration  to  the  matter. 
What  had  transpired  since  clearly 
proved  that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
nad  known  as  much  of  the  matter  then 
as  he  did  now  he  would  not  have  included 
it  in  his  Budget  statement.  Several  hon. 
Members  had  spoken  on  the  matter  from 
their  own  knowledge.  They  had  had  a 
speech  from  the  hon.  Member  for  Hull, 
a  gentleman  who  possessed  probably 
more  experience  as  a  shipowner  than  any 
other  gentleman  in  the  country;  they 
had  had  the  views  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Fife,  who  was  a  large  colliery  owner ; 
and  a  very  able  speech  from  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Durham  with  r^ard  to 
the  tax.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer in  his  speech  made  a  reference 
to  what  took  place  when  he  was  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  which  would  be  in 
the  recollection  of  the  House.  He  had 
inquired  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Hull, 
and  was  informed  that  the  hon.  Member 
did  not  remember  one  single  occasion 
which  would  justify  the  remarks  of  the 
right  hon.  Qeprt^jn^-oggl^  afraid 
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that  it  was  very  diflScult  for  hon.  Mem- 
bers to  discuss  the  tax  from  a  practical 
standpoint  without  bringing  on  them- 
selves therebukes  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. He  would  remind  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  however,  and  it  was  within 
his  own  knowledge  that  when  he  was 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  he  never 
attempted  to  interfere  with  any  particular 
trade  without  taking  the  gentlemen 
connected  with  it  into  his  confidence. 
He  fully  recognised  that  when  it  was 
proposed  to  introduce  a  tax  it  was 
impossible  to  let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag ; 
but  yet  a  practical  knowledge  of  the 
rfeet  of  the  tax  on  coal  would  have 
shown  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
the  Revenue  could  not  possibly  suffer  by 
disclosing  his  intention  o^  taxing  an 
article  which  in  consequence  of  its 
weight  and  bulk  must  go  from  the  pit's 
mouth  to  the  seaportdaily. 

On  a  previous  occasion  when  the  tax  was 
discussed  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  expressed  surprise  that  shipowners 
on  that  side  of  the  House  did  not  take 
part  in  the  discussion,  and  he  said  that 
if  the  tax  were  injurious  at  all,  it  would 
be  injurious  to  shipowners.  But  why 
should  the  shipowners  take  any  part 
in  the  discussion,  if  the  foreigner  were 
going  to  pay  the  tax  ?  Shipping  was  the 
greatest  industry  that  Great  Britain 
possessed,  and  the  question  of  coal  in 
connectidn  with  it  was  a  very  serious 
one.  Professor  Jevons  had  stated  that 
it  was  the  Alpha  and  Omega  of  our 
trade.  The  question  of  foreign  com- 
petition in  coal  divided  itself  into  three 
parts.  It  had  been  admitted  during  the 
debate  that  they  had  practically  lost 
the  trade  in  the  ports  east  of  Suez 
owing  to  the  development  of  coal  in 
Bengal,  Japan,  and  other  places.  There- 
fore they  might  dismiss  that  part  of  the 
trade  from  their  consideration.  Then 
as  to  European  countries,  Germany, 
Sweden,  France,  Norway,  and  Russia, 
it  was  admitted  that  the  competition 
was  very  keen,  but  it  was  claimed  that 
they  could  continue  that  trade  even 
though  their  exports  were  taxed.  Then 
there  was  the  trade  with  the  Mediter- 
ranean ports.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  disregarded  altogether  the 
question  of  American  competition  in  that 

Ert  of  the  world.    Since  the  Budget 
d  been  introduced,  he  had  made  it  his 
business  to  look  into  the  question  of  the 


possibility  of  American  competition  in 
the  Mediterranean  ports.  It  was  claimed^ 
in  America  that  coal  could  be  carried- 
from  an  American  seaport  to  a  Mediter- 
ranean port  for  5s.  or  6s.  a  ton ;  but 
from  a  practical  business  point  of  view 
he  did  not  regard  that  as  possible.  It 
should,  however,  be  remembered  that 
coal  could  now  be  produced  in  Alabama, 
Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  Illinois,  and 
other  States  at  the  pit*s  mouth  cheaper 
than  in  England,  but  when  the  question 
of  an  export  was  considered,  the  price  at 
the  point  of  consumption,  not  at  the 
point  of  production,  should  be  taken 
into  consideration.  With  reference  to 
American  coal,  it  should  not  be  for- 
gotten that  the  distance  from  the  collieries 
to  the  seaports  varied  from  220  to  410 
miles.  The  determination  of  the  American 
people  to  enter  into  foreign  competition 
was,  however,  such  that  they  had  built 
special  cars  for  coal,  carrying  from  forty 
to  fifty  tons  each,  as  against  the  three  or 
five  ton  cars  used  in  England.  The 
consequence  was  that,  although  the 
collieries  were  a  considerable  distance- 
from  the  seaports,  coal  was  carried) 
to  the  sea  at  a  cost  of  ^d.  per  ton  per 
mile,  whereas,  in  England  it  cost  in 
many  cases  eight  or  nine  times  that. 
Coal  could  be  delivered  at  Philadephia, 
Baltimore,  or  Newport  at  7s.  5d.  per 
ton.  The  Americans  had  also  coal 
steamers  which  carried  very  much  larger 
cargoes  of  coal  than  English  coUiers. 
He  claimed  that  America  was  producing 
more  coal  at  present  than  En^nd,  and 
was  increasing  her  faciUties  to  such  an 
extent  that  Americans  were  now  capable 
of  deaUng  with  175,000  tons  per  day^ 
and  on  that  basis  they  would  be  able  to* 
export  50,000,000  tons  as  soon  as  they 
had  suflSciently  increased  their  mercan- 
tile fleet.  America  was  also  determined 
to  compete  with  the  only  strong  trade 
left  to  England,  namely,  the  shipping 
trade.  If  the  Bounty  Bill,  by  which 
9,000,000  dollars  a  year  was  to  be  given 
to  assist  the  American  mercantile  fleet, 
became  law,  then  the  coal  trade  in  the 
Mediterranean  would  be  very  seriously 
interfered  with  indeed.  He  found  that 
American  coal  could  be  deUvered  at 
Mediterranean  ports  at  15s.  lid.  a  ton. 
The  export  of  coal  from  America  in  1885 
was  650,000  tons ;  in  1889  it  was 
2,854,000  tons ;  and  last  year  it  wa» 
practicaUy     ^fiOOfi(^^^^^i^(j(ia^{^: 
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iTOuld  continue  to  increase.  Then,again, 
it  seemed  to  him  that  sufficient  con- 
;flideration  had  not  been  given  to  the 
<)ue6tion  of  bunkering  British  ships 
abroad.  At  Antwerp  British  ship- 
owners had  the  option  of  being  suppUed 
with  Belgian  steam  coal ;  at  Rotterdam 
and  Amsterdam  they  had  the  option  of 
being  supplied  with  Westphalian  coal ; 
but  at  Naples,  Genoa,  and  other  Medi- 
terranean ports  there  was  no  option 
vuntil  recently,  when  American  coal  was 
imported. 

The  hon.  Member  for  the  Cocker- 
mouth  Division  had  stated  that  he  was 
.:going  to  support  the  Bill  because  he 
believed  the  industries  in  which  he  was 
•engaged  would  benefit  by  cheaper  coal. 
Surely  when  these  matters  were  discussed 
in  the  House  of  Commons  a  higher 
standpoint  than  private  gain  should  be 
taken ;  but  even  looking  at  the  matter 
irom  that  point  of  view,  he  could  not  see 
how,  if  the  Government  put  a  duty  on 
export  coal,  coal  would  be  cheaper. 
Personally  he  should  have  thought  it 
would  have  been  much  better  to  place  a 
tax  on  all  coal  at  the  pits'  mouth  through- 
out the  country  than  to  select  particular 
-pits  to  be  taxed.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  in  this  matter  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  been  unable  to  keep  his 
eye  off  the  Member  for  Chester-le-Street — 
that  he  had  determined  to  tax  him,  and 
he  had  been  unable  to  strike  at  the  hon. 
Member  without  striking  many  others. 
In  his  opinion  this  tax  would  strike  a 
.serious  blow  at  the  mercantile  fleet.  He 
remembered  as  a  boy  going  down  to  the 
^ocks  on  north-east  coast,  which  was  ex- 
porting coal  to  America.  He  had  seen  the 
development  of  that  trade,  and  he  could 
trace  the  large  shipyards  that  had  been 
built  and  the  employment  of  so  many 
thousands  of  men  as  being  clearly  due  to 
the  service  cargo  steamers,  which  was  of 
in  itself  directly  traceable  to  the  export 
of  coal  from  that  district.  He  could 
only  hope  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  not  impose  this  as  a  permanent 
tax.  He  predicted  that  it  would  take  a 
long  time  to  recover  from  its  evil  effects 
if  the  tax  was  only  imposed  for  a  year. 
*Mr.  black  (Banffshire),  who  spoke 
amid  continued  cries  of  **  Divide,"  was 
understood  to  say  that  the  right  hon. 
<3entleman,  not  content  with  taxing  the 
-women  and  children  in  this  country  by  ' 

Sir  Christopher  Fumess. 


his  duty  on  sugar,  now  proposed  to 
endeavour  to  get  the  foreigner  to  share 
our  taxation.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  said  that  the  foreigners  would  pay 
this  tax,  and  if  the  foreigners  did  pay, 
well  and  good ;  but  the  question  he 
wanted  answered  was  whether  this  was 
not  the  commencement  of  a  new  fiscal 
policy.  Either  the  idea  of  getting  the 
foreigner  to  pay  our  taxes  was  sound 
or  it  was  unsound.  If  soupd,  then 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  bound  to 
go  on  and  tax  hardware,  textile  fabrics, 
and  all  other  articles  which  we  were 
able  to  make  cheaper  than  our  neigh- 
bours, and  'particularly  those  articles 
produced  by  the  industries  into  which 
coal  entered  as  a  necessary  article  for  the 
production  of  the  goods.  Coal  was  not 
only  exported  in  the  form  of  coal,  but  to 
a  certain  extent  in  every  article  in  which 
coal  was  used  in  the  process  of  produc- 
tion, and  the  argument  in  favour  of  the 
export  duty  on  coal  would  therefore 
apply  equally  in  favour  of  an  export 
duty  upon  everything  else  of  the  kind 
he  had  indicated.  He  asked  there- 
fore, was  this  duty  to  stop  at  coal, 
or  was  it  the  commencement  of  a  new 
fiscal  policy  ]  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
idea  that  the  foreigner  could  be  got  to 
share  our  taxation  was  unsound,  the  tax 
stood  self-condemned,  for  it  then  meant 
a  tax  upon  industry.  One  argument  in 
favour  of  the  tax  was  that  the  export  of 
coal  was  a  waste  of  the  capital  of  the 
country.  That  argument  was  300  years 
old,  and  was  used  by  Queen  Mary  of  Scot- 
land, who,  however,  took  the  right  way, 
having  regard  to  that  view,  to  deal  with 
the  matter.  She  prohibited  the  export 
altogether.  How  did  the  Chancellor 
propose  to  deal  with  the  matter  ?  Even 
supposing  that  in  exporting  coal  we  were 
wasting  the  capital  of  the  country,  it 
was  not  the  labourer  who  produced  or 
the  man  who  exported,  but  the  man 
who  sold  the  coal — the  royalty  owner — 
who  should  be  taxed.  If  the  fertile  soil 
of  the  country  were  being  sold,  and  we 
wished  to  stop  the  sale,  we  should 
tax  the  person  who  was  seUing  it,  not  the 
labourer  who  dug  it,  nor  the  contractor. 
It  was  true  that  on  a  rising  market  they 
would  obtain  the  la.  a  ton  from  the 
foreigner  in  the  first  instance,  but  the 
Is.  thus  obtained  would,  but  for  the  tax, 
have  gone  into  the  pocket  of  the 
labourer  and  coalownerp^^utj  if  it  be 
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true  that  in  a  rising  market  we  can  get 
this  tax  from  the  foreigner  without 
dually  lowering  the  labourers'  wages 
(although  at  the  expense  of  keeping 
them  stationary)  it  is  manifest  that  the 
coQYerse  is  true  that  in  a  falling  market 
the  collier  and  the  coalowner  must  pay 
the  duty.  But  let  us  suppose  that 
honours  are  easy  with  regard  to  the  in- 
cidence of  the  duty,  and  that  the  Is.  a  ton 
would  be  divided — one-third  would  fall 
upon  the  foreigner,  one-third  on  the 
coalowner  and  one  third  on  the  collier, 
this  meant  that  out  of  an  average  wage 
of  38.  4d.  a  ton  which  the  collier  earned,  he 
would  have  to  pay  4d.,  which  implied,  so 
far  as  he  was  concerned,  an  income  tax 
of  2s.  in  the  pound ;  and  on  a  falling 
market  that  amount  would  be  proportion- 


ately inci  eased  at  a  period  when  the  un- 
fortunate man  could  least  afford  it. 
Another  point  against  the  tax  was  that  it 
was  easily  evaded.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man proposed  to  exempt  coal  of  a  less 
price  than  6s.  a  ton  ;  and  what  was  to 
prevent  somebody  setting  up  a  house  on 
the  opposite  side  under  another  name  to 
which  they  might  consign  all  thoir  coal 
at  a  less  price  than  6s.,  and  so  evade  the 
tax  altogether.  That  in  itself  was  an 
illustration  of  the  difficulty  of  making 
this  tax  effectual,  and  he  appealed  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  pause  before  he 
embarked  on  so  disastrous  a  fiscal  policy. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  199  ;  Noes, 
154.     (Division  List  No.  323.) 


Acland-Hood,  Cspt.  Sir  A.  F. 
igg-Gardner,  James  T^te 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope- 
irnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bagoi,  Oapt  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Buley,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colon^  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
fiddvin,  Alfred 
Ballour.Rt.Hon.A.J.  (Manch'r 
Bftlfour,Rt.HnGeraldW.(Leed8 
Balfour,MajK.R.(Chri8tchurch 
Bartley.  George  C.  T. 
Eftthur8t,Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beach,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bri8tol) 
BeMh,Rt.  Hon.  W.  W.B.(Hant8. 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bigwood,  James 
Bffl,  Charles 

Blondell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bousfieid,  William  Robert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  Colonel  Montagu 
Bull,  William  James 
Bollard,  Sir  Harry 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish.V.CW.  (Derbyshire 
Cecil,  Evehm  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecfl,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
ChAmberlain,Rt .  Hon.  J .  ( Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  Au  8ten(  W  orc*r 
Chapman,  Edward 
Cbarrington,  Spencer 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
(Jocbrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Ben jamin  Louis 
CoUingB,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,Sir  John  CharlesReady 
Co<^  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 


AYES. 

Corbett,  A.  Cameron( Glasgow) 
Cox,Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Cust,  Henry  John  C. 
Dairy mple,  Sir  Charles 
Denny,  (Dolonel 
Dewar,T.R.(T'rHaml'ts.S  Geo. 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Duming-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Dyke,Rt.Hon.  SirWilliamHar  t 
Fellowe6,Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fergus8on,Rt  Hon  Sir  J  iM*  nc*  r) 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Flower,  Ernest 

Foster,Philip  S.(  Warwick,S.  W. 
Garfit,  William 
Godson,Sir  Augustus  Frederick 
Gordon,Hn.  J.  E.  ( Elgin&  Nairn 
Gordon,J.(L*ndonderry,  South 
Gordon,Maj.  Evan(T'rHamlet8 
Grore,Hon.S.F.  Orm8by-(Linc.) 
Gor8t,Rt  Hon.  Sh- John  Eldon 
Goschen,  Hn.  George  Joachim 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,SirE.W(B*rySEdm'nds 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Hambro,  Charles  Eric 
Hamilton,RtHnLoraG(Midd'x 
Hamilton,Marqof  ( Londonderry 
Hanbury,  Rt.Hon.RobertWm. 
Hardy  ,Laurence(  Kent  Ashf  ord 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,  James  ( Staff ords,N.W. 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon-Hodge,RobertTrotter 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare,T)dw.Brodie(  Hampstead 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhou8e,Henry  (Somerset,  E. 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 


Hoult,  Joseph 

Howard,  J.  (Midd.,  Tottenham 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks,  N.  R.) 
Jebb,  Richard  Qaverhouse 
Kennaws^,Rt.Hon.SirJohnH. 
Kenyon,  Hn.  Geo.T.  (Denbigh) 
Kenyon,  James  (Lanes.,  Bury) 
Keswick,  W^illiam 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees 
Laurie,  Lieut.-General 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Lecky,  Rt.  Hn.  Wm.  Edw.  H. 
Lee,  ArthurH.  (Han  ts,Fareham 
Legge,  0>1.  Hn.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,  Frederick  N.S. 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,RtHn.  Walter  (Bristol,S.) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Afoclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M*Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M*Iver,  Sir  Lewis(  Edinburgh  W 
M*Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Maxwell,  W.J.  H(Dumfriesshire 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Montagu,Hon.  J.Soott(Hants. ) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,DavidJ(Walthamstow 
Morgan,  Hn.  Fred.  ( Monm'ths  h. 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford; 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Chas.  J.  (Coventry) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Orr-Ewin^,  Charles  Lindsay 
Parker,  Gilbert 
Pease,  HerbertPike(Darlington 
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Peel,Hn.Wm.  Robert  WeUedey 

Pierpoint,  Robert 

Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 

Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 

Pretyman,  Ernest  George 

Purvis,  Robert 

Randies,  John  S. 

Rankin,  Sir  James 

Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 

Ratcliff ,  R.  F. 

Reid,  James  (Greenock) 

Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 

Renwick,  George 

Ridley,S.Forde{BethnalGreen) 

Ritchie,Rt.Hn.  Chas.Thomson 

Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney; 

RoUeston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 

Round,  James 

RusseU,  T.  W. 

Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 

Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouie) 


Abr%ham,William  (Cork.N.E.) 
Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
AUen,Charles  P.(Glouc.,Stroud 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Atherley-Jonee,  L. 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Bell,  Richard 
Black,  Alexander  William 
Boland,  John 
Brigg,  John 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brown,  George  M.  (Edinburgh 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caine,  William  Sproston 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Colville,  John 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Craig,  Robert  Hunter 
Crean,  Eugene 
Crombie,  John  William 
Cullinan,  J. 

Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Delany,  William 
Dewar,  JohnA.  (Invemess-sh. 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Chas.  M.  (Lanark) 
Duffy,  William  J. 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  R.  C  .(Monro,Leith) 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
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Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  (Uncoboi) 
Shaw.Stewart,M.H.  (Renfrew) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,  K) 
Smith,H.C.(NorthmbTyneside 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.D.(Straiid) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Hn.  Arthur  (Or  mskirk 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,  SirMark  J.  M*Taggart 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strutt,  Hon.  Chas.  Hedle:^ 
Sturt,  Hn.Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 

NOES. 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Furness,  Sir  Christopher 
Gilhooly,  James 
Gladstone,  Rt.HnHerbertJohn 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Hammond,  John 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Helme,  Nerval  Watson 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  CharlesH. 
Hobhouse,  C.E.  H.  (Bristol,  E.) 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife^  West) 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jaooby,  James  Alfred 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
J  ones,DavidBrynmor(S  wans*a 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Lambert,  George 
Leamy,  Edmund 
Leese,SirJosephF.  ( Accrington 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M*Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M*KiUop,  W.  (SUgo,  North) 
McLaren,  Charles  Benjamin 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Minch,  Matthew 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Morgan,  J.Lloyd(Carmarthen) 
Morton,  Edw.  J.  C.(Devonport) 
Mumaghan,  George 
Murphy,  John 
NannetU,  Joseph  P. 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth  ,South) 
Norman,  Henry 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
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Warde,  Colonel  C.  £. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederiek 
Webb,  CoL  William  George 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hn.  John  lioyd 
Whitmore,  Chas.  Algernon 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (  YoHe,  E.  R. 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.  H.  (Yorkg) 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hon.E.R.(Bati» 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilh^m 
Wortley,  Rt  Hn.  C.  R  Stuart. 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  Ueoige 
Younger,  William 

Tillers  for  thb  Ans— 
Sir  William  Walrood  and 
Mr.  Hayes-Fisher. 


O'Brien,  K.  (Tipperary  Mid) 
OBrien,  Patrick(Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipcerary,  N. 
OConnor,James(Wicklow,W.^ 
O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 
ODonneU,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'KeUy,  Conor  (Mayo>  N.) 
O'Kelly,  James  (RosoommooN. 
OMalley,  WiUiam 
O'Mara,  James 
OShaughnessy,  P.  J. 
O'Shee,  James  John 
Palmer,SirCharle8M.(  Durham 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  Alfred  E.  (Cleveland) 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden 
Pease,  Sir  Joseph  W.  ( Durhun^ 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Philippe,  John  Wynford 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.(  Waterford> 
Redmond,  William  (dare) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee> 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Roche,  John 

Samuel.  S.M.  (Whiteohuiel; 
Scott,  Chas.  Prestwioh  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawiok,  B. 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sinclair  ,CaptJohn(For£arshire 
Soames,  Arthur  Welleeley 
Spencer,Rt.Hn.aR(Northant» 
Strachey,  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Taylor,  Theodore  Cooke 
Thomas,  JA  (Glamor^n,0'wer 
Trevdyan,  Chas.  Philips 
Tully,  Jasper 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  Joseph  iBamsley) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  Nortk»> 
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Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Young,  Samuel 
Yozall,  James  Henry 
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Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
\Mfeon,  Chas.  Henry  (HuU,W.) 

Mr.  SEELY  (Lincoln)  moved,  in  Clause 
3,  page  2,  to  leave  out  "free  on  board  " 
and  insert  "at  the  colliery."  He  said 
that  his  proposal  was  that,  instead  of 
giving  a  rebate  on  coal  at  a  price  less  than 
6s.  a  ton  f.o.b.,  the  quality  of  the  coal 
should  be  settled  by  its  price  at  the  pit's 
mouth.  A  smaller  price  would  have  to  be 
taken  at  the  port  in  order  to  allow  for  the 
railway  rates  from  inland  collieries,  and 
he  would  recommend  that  4s.  6d.  should 
be  taken  as  the  price  at  the  port.  This 
bethought  was  a  reasonable  price  to  carry 
out  what  he  believed  to  be  the  intention 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  As 
he  understood,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
did  not  intend  to  charge  this  duty  on  in- 
ferior and  small  coal,  which  would  be  ex- 
posed to  a  very  severe  competition  from 
fine  coal,  and  he  thought  that  purpose 
would  be  carried  out  more  fairly,  as  be- 
tween distant  districts  and  districts 
near  the  port  of  embarkation,  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  made  his  exemp- 
tion on  the  price  at  the  colliery  instead 
of  at  the  port.  There  was  considerable 
difference  in  the  railway  rates,  and  if  the 
exemption  was  given  on  the  price  of  coal 
at  the  ports,  it  would  not  give  any  benefit 
to  inland  collieries,  between  whom  and 
Germany  a  considerable  trade  had  sprung 
up.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could 
see  his  way  to  accept  this  suggestion  he 
would  advance  the  interests  of  a  very 
considerable  trade.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  could  not  do  it  this  year,  he 
would  appeal  to  him  to  consider  this  mat- 
ter, and  see  whether  he  could  not  do 
something  in  this  direction  next  year. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  page  2,  line  44,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'free  on  Ixjard,'  and  insert  the  words  *at  the 
colliery,*  instead  thereof." — (Mr,  Seely.)  i 

Question  proposed,  **  That  the  words 
'  free  on  board  *  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH  said  there 
would  be  a  great  practical  difficulty  in 
the  acceptance  of  this  Amendment, 
because  the  moment  of  shipment  was  the 
moment  when  the  coal  came  in  touch 
with  the  Customs  officers,  by  whom  the 
duty  must  be  levied.      It  followed  there- 
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fore  that  the  tax  should  be  levied  at  the 
price  '"  free  on  board,**  because  the 
Customs  House  officer  would  not  be  ac- 

I  quainted  with  the  price  at  the  pit's 
mouth.  It  would  be  impossible  to  do 
what  was  desired — namely,  to  equalise 
the  position  of  the  different  colliery 
districts  in  England  and  Scotland  as  to 
the  cost  of  transport  to  the  port  of 
shipment.  The  effect  of  the  Amendment 
woidd  be  to  deprive  those  districts  in 
which  the  railway  rates  were  very  low 
of  part  of  the  exemption  which  he  had 
undertaken  to  give  them.  But  he 
promised  that  he  would  watch  the  work- 

!  ing  of  this  exemption  very  carefully,  and 
if  he  saw  any  injustice  he  wouli  try  to 

'  remedy  it. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

I      Another  Amendment  made. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  (Durham,  Mid): 

I  do  not  know  whether  the  Chancellor  of 

I  the  Exchequer  will  accept  my  Amend- 

!  ment  on  the  Paper.      He  has  exempted 

;  coal  at  6s.  a  ton,  and  I  asked  him  whether 

j  he  would  not  exempt  coke  made  with  that 

I  kind  of  coal.     That  class  of  coal  when 

transformed    into    coke    is    represented 

by  coke  at  about  lis.  per  ton,  and  I  want 

to  know  whether  he  will  exempt  that. 

I  am  not  sure  whether  coke  would  come 

under    *'  manufactured    fuel,"      but  it 

would  be  simpler  to  have  it  stated  at  a 

price  f.o.b.,  and  I  hope  the  right  hon. 

Gentleman  will  accept  the  Amendment. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"In  pa^e  3,  lino  1,  after  the  last  Amend- 
ment, to  insert  the  words  *  and  onanycoko 
the  value  of  which  free  on  board  is  so  proved 
not  to  exceed  eleven  shillings  per  ton.*  " — {Mr. 
John  Vi'ihon,  Durham  Mid) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted.'' 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  I  ex- 
pressed my  wish  to  deal  with  coke,  if 
I  possible,  in  the  manner  stated  by  the 
I  hon.  Member,  but  I  think  I  said  also 
that  the  price  was  the  greatest  diflS- 
culty  in  the  way  of  doing  so,  and  that  the 
great  bulk  of  coke  was  made  from  coal 
of  a  far  greater  value  than  6s.     I  agree 
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with  the  hon.  Member  so  far  as  to  say 
that,  if  anything  is  to  be  done  with  coke, 
it  must  be  done  on  the  Hnes  of  his  Amend- 
ment, but  I  do  not  feel  able  to  accept 
the  Amendment  at  present  for  two 
reasons.  I  have  been  quite  unable  to 
ascertain  in  the  short  time  at  my  disposal, 
since  1  saw  his  proposal  on  the  Paper, 
how  much  coke  would  be  Ukely  in  an 
ordinary  year  to  come  under  the  exemp- 
tion, or  how  it  would  work.  Further,  I 
am  advised  that  the  export  trade  in  coke 
of  this  quality  is  so  very  small  that  practi- 
cally the  matter  can  hardly  be  said  to  be 
of  urgent  importance,  and  that  it  might 
fairly  be  allowed  to  rest  until  we  can 
ascertain  precisely  how  the  matter  stands. 
I  should  be  glad  if  the  hon.  Member 
would  postpone  the  matter — I  do  not 
think  any  important  interest  would  be 
materially  aflfected — and  then  we  shall 
be  able  to  see  exactly  how  the  duty  works 
in  regard  to  coke. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILSON:  After  the 
explanation  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
I  beg  leave  to  withdraw  my  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  M*KENNA  (Monmouthshire,  N.) : 
I  desire  to  move  the  Amendment  stand- 
ing in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Merthyr  in  order  to  give  an  oppor- 
tunity to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
to  state  to  the  House  what  are  the 
rules  which  he  proposes  to  lay  down  in 
the  exemption  of  contracts.  This  does 
not  touch  the  question  of  the  date  of 
the  contracts  ;  that  will  arise  on  the  next 
Amendment.  What  I  am  particularly 
anxious  about  is  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  should  give  some  assurance 
that  certain,  at  any  rate,  of  the  uncovered 
contracts  should  also  be  allowed  exemp- 
tion. I  understand  that  the  present 
position  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer is  that  bona  fide  covered  con- 
tracts should  in  every  case  up  to  the 
date  named  be  exempted  from  the  tax ; 
but  with  regard  to  uncovered  contracts 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  un- 
willing to  give  any  exemption  except 
in  cases  of  special  hardship.  There  are 
a  great  many  cases  in  which  it  was 
quite  impossible  for  the  merchant  to 
cover  all  his  contracts.  In  the  first 
place  a  merchant  may  make  a  number 
of  large  sales  abroad.  He  does  not 
immediately  buy  against  each  of  those 
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sales  at  all ;  he  buys  generally,  and  from 
a  number  of  collieries.  He  could  not  in 
every  case  state  exactly  that  a  foreign 
contract  is  covered  by  a  particular 
purchase  which  he  had  made.  There- 
fore the  first  exemption  one  would 
ask  for  is,  that  where  there  have  been 
sales  abroad  and  general  purchases  at 
home  those  general  purchases  should  in 
every  case  be  put  to  covering  the 
foreign  sales.  The  next  point  is  that 
in  the  case  of  small  coal  it  is  quite  im- 
possible for  the  merchant  immediately 
to  cover  his  contracts.  When  I  say 
immediately  I  do  not  mean  a  question 
of  a  day  or  two.  It  is  often  a  matter  of 
months.  A  merchant  has  to  go  round 
picking  up  small  coal  as  he  can  get  it. 
Sometimes  he  may  be  able  to  get  a  large 
amount,  while  at  other  times  he  can  get 
only  a  small  quantity — he  must  wait  for 
it.  Therefore  not  to  allow  the  ex- 
emption on  uncovered  contracts  in 
respect  of  small  coal  would  inflict  a  very 
great  hardship  on  the  merchant.  There 
is  also  another  difficulty.  Prices  go  up 
in  fine  weather  in  south  Wales  when 
the  miners  are  not  working — or  in  the 
case  of  agricultural  shows,  or  Eisteddfod, 
or  other  public  amusements  of  that 
character.  Then,  also,  some  delay  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  enable  the  merchant 
to  cover  his  contracts  at  a  reasonable 
price.  There  are  also  cases  in  which 
a  merchant  may  be  concerned  in  a 
colliery  company.  He  does  not  in  that 
case  immediately  cover  his  contracts, 
because  he  knows  that  he  can  always 
get  his  coal  at  the  current  price  of  the 
day.  In  all  these  cases  uncovered  con- 
tracts are  not  in  any  sense  speculative 
transactions.  A  merchant  must  often 
sell  befcJre  he  has  bought  the  coal,  and 
it  would  be  only  reasonable  that  the 
same  exemption  should  be  given  to 
uncovered  as  to  covered  contracts  up 
to  the  end  of  the  year.  This  is  the  only 
way  in  which  I  could  bring  the  mauer 
forward,  and  I  beg  formally  to  move 
the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  3,  line  4,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  may  if  they  think  fit  in  any  case,'  and  insert 
the  word  *  shall,*  instead  thereof* — (J/r. 
M^Ktnna.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 
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f*MR.^LAW  (Glasgow,  Blackf riars) : 
I  would  not  have  taken  any  further  part 
in  this  discussion  if  I  did  not  feel  very 
strongly  that  in  the  case  of  the  excep- 
tion which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer proposes  to  make  in  the 
exemption  from  the  tax  he  is  doing 
a  I  great  injustice.  It  means  very 
little  to  the  Treasury,  but  it  will  inflict 
a  considerable  hardship  upon  individuals ; 
and  so  far  as  I  understand  the  question, 
cannot  be  defended  on  any  general 
prindples  whatever.  The  ground  upon 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  exempted 
contracts  at  all  was  simply  that  the  coal 
tu  was  novel,  that  no  amount  of  pru- 
dence or  foresight  would  have  enabled 
those  interest^  to  guard  against  it. 
If  that  is  the  principle,  it  applies  to  all 
fcow  fide  contracts  which  have  been 
made  with  the  foreigner — just  as  much 
to  contracts  made  by  the  coal  merchants 
as  to  contracts  made  directly  by  the  coal 
masters.  As  I  understand  it,  the  ground 
on  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
refuses  to  make  exemptions  in  the 
former  class  of  contracts  is  that  he  con- 
siders such  transactions  are  gambling 
transactions 

^SiB  M.  HICKS  BEACH :    Not  all  of 

them. 

*^Ir.  law  :  That  they  are  illegitimate, 

.^IR  xM.  HICKS  BEACH  :  That  they 
are  speculative. 

*Mr.  law  :  That  they  are  speculative 
transactions  in  regard  to  which  the  coal 
merchants  should  not  be  protected.  It 
?«mfl  to  me  that  this  House  has  a  perfect 
right  to  pass  laws  making  it  illegal  to 
^t\\  particular  commodities  for  future 
delivery.  That  has  been  attempted  by 
other  countries,  but  never  successfully; 
kt  the  House  has  no  right  to  inflict 
hardship  upon  individuals  for  conducting 
their  business  in  a  way  which  is  at  least 
le^aL  On  that  ground  of  principle  I 
think  all  contracts  made  before  the 
19th  April  should  be  exempted  from  the 
tax.  The  House  of  Commons,  like  other 
bodi^,  is  not  influenced  solely  by  general 
principles  ;  it  is  influenced  by  sentiment, 
and  I  am  afraid  that  even  my  right  hon. 
friend  is  not  entirely  free  from  that 
influence.  Let  us,  therefore,  look  at  the 
matter  from  his  own  point  of  view.  Are 
these  transactions  speculative  in  the  sense 


that  they  are  not  perfectly  legitimate  ? 
What  is  their  nature  ?  A  coal  merchant 
devotes  his  thought  to  the  consideration 
of  the  trade  in  which  he  is  engaged,  and, 
when  he  has  done  so,  with  an  informed 
judgment,  he  goes  into  the  market  and 
buys  coal,  not  because  he  expects  to  sell 
it  immediately  to  a  particular  customer, 
but  because  he  hopes  later  on,  when  the 
rise  which  he  expects  has  taken  place,  to 
make  a  profit  out  of  the  transaction. 
Is  not  that  perfectly  legitimate  1  In  the 
same  way  the  coal  merchant,  under 
exactly  the  same  considerations,  sells 
coal  in  advance  because  he  thinks  there  is 
likely  to  be  a  fall  in  price,  and  he 
hopes  later  on  to  make  a  profit  in  that 
way.  Surely  that  transaction  is  per- 
fectly legitimate  so  long  as  it  is  not  on  a 
scale  out  of  proportion  to  the  merchant's 
capital — so  long,  that  is,  as  he  runs  no 
risk  of  being  unable  to  fulfil  his  obliga- 
tions. It  will  be  said  that  such  transac- 
tions are  speculative.  But  all  business  is 
more  or  less  speculative.  The  coal 
master  who  sells  his  coal  for  six  or  twelve 
months  in  advance  is  speculating;  he 
cannot  possibly  know  how  much  it  will 
cost  him  to  extract  that  coal  from  the 
earth.  He  sells  it  because  he  thinks  that 
by  selling  it  now  he  will  get  a  better  price 
than  later  on.  The  coal  merchant,  who 
is  influenced  by  exactly  the  same  con- 
siderations, and  has  exactly  the  same 
knowledge  to  guide  him,  is  punished, 
while  the  coal  master  is  allowed  to  go 
free.  That  is  most  unfair,  and  it  inflicts 
a  great  injustice  on  a  particular  class. 
Everyone  must  recognise  that  one  of  the 
strongest  qualities  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  determination ;  we  all 
admire  him  for  it,  and  we  have  never 
seen  a  better  example  of  it  than  on  this 
question.  When  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man first  considered  the  question  of 
exempting  contracts,  he  said,  *'  I  will 
only  exempt  contracts  where  loss  is 
proved. ' '  On  f u  rt her  consideration,  how- 
ever, he  thought  that  was  unjust,  and 
waived  it.  But  here  we  have  exactly 
the  same  principle  in  a  modified, 
but  far  more  unfair,  form.  As  originally 
proposed,  the  coal  masters  would  have 
had  to  pay  their  share,  and  they  were 
much  better  able  to  pay  it  than  the  coal 
exporters.  They  made  large  profits  from 
the  high  prices  of  coal  in  the  last  two 
yea^rs.    while    probabl^^^^  manj^^^^g^^ 
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certain  knowledge  some — coal  exporters 
made  a  loss  last  year  through  selling  in 
advance,  and  having  to  buy  at  the  ex- 
orbitant prices  then  current.  These 
men  thought  that  this  year  they  would 
get  back  some  of  the  loss  of  last  year,  but 
now  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
steps  in  and  says  to  them,  **  I  am  not 
going  to  tax  the  coal  masters,  because 
their  way  of  doing  business  is  perfectly 
legitimate ;  but  I  am  going  to  tax  you, 
because  I  do  not  think  you  do  your 
business  in  a  legitimate  way." 

Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :    No.  no. 

*Mr.  law  :  That  may  not  be  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman *s  motive,  but  it  is  the 
effect.     Coal  exporters  are  a  very  poor 
class.     There  are  rich  firms  engaged  in 
the   trade,    but   the   majority   of   those 
engaged   are   poor   men.     There   is    no 
trade  with  which  I  am  acquainted  in 
which   it   is   more   difficult   to   make   a 
living,    and    in    which    there    is    more 
competition.     This  class  is  poor,  small, 
and    uninfluential,    and   they  have   not  I 
a   single   representative   in   this   House. 
The   coal  masters,  who  are   well   repre- 
sented here,   and  who  had  made  their 
views  so  distinctly  felt,  are  most  of  them  , 
indifferent    on    this    question.     Why    is  | 
that  1    Because,    like    my    right    hon.  j 
friend,  they  do  not  like  the  way  in  which 
these  gentlemen  conduct  their  business. 
But  they  dislike  it  on  different  grounds, 
not  because  they  think  it  is  an  improper 
way    of    doing    business,    but    because, 
like  other  people,  they  are  influenced  by  i 
self-interest,    and   they  think   that   this  i 
selling  in  advance  prevents  them  getting  I 
as  high  a  price  as  they  otherwise  would 
obtain.    They  are,  therefore,  quite  willing  I 
to  see  the  coal  exporter  suffer.     The  very  | 
fact  that  this  class  is  so  uninfluential  and 
defenceless  is  the  greater  reason  why  this 
House  should  be  specially  careful  to  see 
that    no  injustice   is   done.     There  is  a 
remarkable    anomaly    in    this    matter. 
If  a  coal  merchant  had  sold  coal  on  the 
1st  January,  and  bought  it  on  the  15th 
April,  he  would  have  been  running  this 
risk  for  three  and  a  half  months,  would 
have  made  a  good  profit,  and  would  not 
have  had  to  pay  the  tax.     But  if  a  com- 
petitor had  sold  coal  on  the  10th  April, 
and  bought  on  the  10th  May,  he  would 
have  been  speculating  for  a  much  shorter 
period,  would  not  have  made  a  profit, 
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and  would  have  had  to  pay  the  tax.  I 
shall  be  told  that  anomalies  of  this  kind 
are  inevitable  when  a  new  tax  is  imposed. 
There  is  something  in  that,  but  this 
anomaly  is  not  due  to  that  fact.  The 
cause  of  the  injustice  is  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  decided  this  matter 
in  a  purely  arbitrary  way,  and  without 
reference  to  any  guiding  principle  what- 
ever. 

I  have  put  the  case  as  briefly  and  as 
clearly  as  I  could.  I  have  no  personal 
interest  in  the  subject ;  I  have  taken  it 
up  reluctantly,  because  I  thought  I  under- 
stood the  question  and  that  a  great  in- 
justice was  being  done.  I  do  not  ask  my 
right  hon.  friend  to  give  any  promise 
now,  or  to  make  any  alteration  in  the  Bill 
itself.  It  is  simply  a  question  of  the  in- 
terpretation of  the  Bill.  But  I  do  ask 
him  again  to  give  this  matter  his  con- 
sideration, to  look  at  it  with  the  impar- 
tiality of  a  judge  and  without  any  refer- 
ence to  moral  considerations,  which 
really  have  no  bearing  whatever  on  the 
question.  If  he  will  do  that,  and  in  so 
doing  finds  there  is  the  sUghtest  doubt 
as  to  the  fairness  of  this  mode  of  deahng 
with  exemptions,  I  ask  him  to  give  these 
unfortunate  men  the  benefit  of  the  doubt. 
I  ask  him  to  do  this  because,  although 
the  amount  gained  to  the  country  is 
small,  the  amount  of  loss  and  hardship 
to  these  men  is  very  great,  and  will,  1 
am  informed,  in  some  cases,  be  just  the 
difference  between  solvency  and  bank- 
ruptcy. 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  My  hon. 
friend  has  pleaded  his  case  vrith  great 
ability,  and  I  shall  endeavour  to  show 
that,  although  I  have  some  feeling  as  to 
the  nature  of  these  contracts,  my  pro- 
posed method  of  deahng  with  them  is  not 
so  harsh  as  the  hon.  Member  supposes, 
and  is  guided  by  a  reasonable  con- 
sideration of  the  facts.  When  this  ques- 
tion of  exempting  contracts  was  first 
brought  before  me,  this  case  was  put  to 
me.  The  middle-man — the  class  for 
whom  my  hon.  friend  is  pleading— con- 
tracts with  the  colUery  owner  for  the 
purchase  of  coal.  He  at  the  same  time, 
or  before,  or  shortly  afterwards,  sells  the 
coal  he  has  agreed  to  buy  to  a  foreign 
purchaser.  He  is  therefore  bound  on 
both  side«  ;  he  is  bound  by  the  price  he 
has  to  pay  the  colliery  owner,  and  by  the 
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price  the  foreign  purchaser  has  agreed 
to  pay  him.  The  margin  between  the 
two  prices  is  apt  to  be  very  small — some- 
times no  more  than  4d.  per  ton.  It  was 
pointed  out  to  me  that  it  would  be  a  very 
grave  hardship  on  the  part  of  the  State 
to  exact  a  duty  of  Is.  per  ton  from  such  a 
contractor,  seeing  that  he  could  not  have 
anticipated  such  a  tax,  and  that  his  profit 
on  the  contract  could  be  no  more  than 
perhaps  4d  per  ton.  1  therefore  agreed 
to  exempt  to  a  certain  date  what  are 
called  covered  **  contracts  " — that  is, 
contracts  for  sale  covered  by  contracts 
for  purchase.  By  that  exemption  I  have 
deprived  the  Revenue  of  more  than 
£650,000  this  year.  I  think  my  hon. 
friend,  therefore,  will  admit  that,  as  far 
as  the  Revenue  is  concerned,  I  have  not 
been  illiberal  in  the  matter.  But  now 
my  hon.  friend  asks  me  to  go  further, 
and  to  extend  the  exemption  to  the 
middle-man's  contracts  for  sale  to  pur- 
chasers abroad,  which  are  not  covered  by 
contracts  for  the  purchase  of  coal  here — 
cases,  in  fact,  where  a  person  has  sold  coal 
which  he  has  not  got,  and  which,  there- 
fore, he  can  only  speculate  as  to  his  power 
to  deliver.  Those  are  speculative  con- 
tracts pure  and  simple.  I  am  not  saying 
that  they  are  illegitimate  or  wrong ;  all 
I  say  is  that  they  are  speculative, 
^liat  is  the  speculation  1  It  is  not 
a  question  of  a  difiference  of  4d.  per 
ton,  as  in  the  case  of  covered  contracts. 
The  person  making  such  a  contract  does 
so  in  the  hope  that  he  may  be  able  to  buy 
at  a  much  lower  price  than  that  for  which 
he  has  contracted  to  sell,  and  he  de- 
Hberately  postpones  covering  his  contract 
in  that  hope.  I  should  say  that  a  very 
small  proportion  of  the  ordinary  f.o.b. 
and  cf.i.  contracts  are  uncovered. 

*Mr.  law  :  Is  not  that  a  reason  for  not 
pressing  this  1 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  I  mean 
cases  where  the  contract  for  sale 
has  been  of  a  definite  quantity  at 
a  fixed  price.  What  happens  in  such 
a  case  as  this,  where  the  contract  for 
sale  is  not  covered  1  We  have  seen 
a  falling  market  for  the  last  year.  Take 
a  contract  for  sale  made  a  year  ago,  when 
prices  were  at  their  maximum,  or  even 
as  lately  as  last  October,  when  also  prices 
were  very  high.  I  do  not  say  that  the 
contractor  for  sale  to  a  foreign  pur- 
chaser got  a  contract  for  a  year's  deUvery 


of  coal  at  the  full  market  rate  of  that 
time,  but  he  must  have  got  a  high  price. 
He  waits  to  purchase,  we  will  say,  until 
now,  or  until  January,  February,  or 
March,  with  a  faUing  market  all  the 
time.  If  a  person  made  a  contract  last 
October  for  a  year's  delivery  of  coal  in 
instalments  up  to  next  October,  he  might 
now  be  buying  coal  at  from  Os.  to  5s.  per 
ton  cheaper,  according  to  the  difi*erent 
kinds,  than  he  could  have  bought  it  last 
October,  and  he  would  have  been  coining 
money  out  of  his  speculation.  What 
claim  has  such  a  person  for  exemption  ] 
None  at  all.  I  have  decUned,  and  I  must 
decUne,  to  give  it.  I  must  decUne  to 
treat  contracts  which  are  uncovered  on 
the  same  footing  as  contracts  which  are 
covered,  for  the  reason  that  those  who 
make  them  have  speculated  on  risks 
far  larger  than  the  Is.  duty,  and 
must  have  succeeded  in  many  cases. 
But  that  is  not  all.  There  is 
another  class  of  contracts  which  I 
have  described  as  gambling  contracts — 
contracts  in  which  a  person  not  possessing 
any  coal  deUberately  undertakes  to  sell 
an  indefinite  quantity  of  coal  for  a  year, 
or  perhaps  longer,  at  a  certain  price  to  a 
purchaser  abroad.  The  purchaser  abroad 
under  such  a  contract  may  take  as  much 
coal  as  he  Ukes.  Supposing  prices  rise, 
where  is  the  man  who  has  ma^e  the  con- 
tract 1  He  is  half  ruined.  He  has  to 
supply  an  indefinite  quantity  of  coal — 
any  quantity  that  may  be  demanded  of 
him  by  the  purchaser  abroad — at  a  price 
which  perhaps  is  many  shillings  a  ton 
less  than  he  has  to  pay  for  it.  That  is  a 
pure  gambling  transaction,  which  ought 
not  to  be  exempted  at  all,  and  I  do  not 
propose  that  it  should  be.  But  this 
much  I  will  undertake  to  do  in  answer 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Mon- 
mouth. I  shall  carefully  consider  all 
individual  cases,  such  as  the  hon. 
Member  has  referred  to  —  ordinary 
f.o.b.  and  cf.i.  contracts  for  a  definite 
quantity  at  a  definite  price  which  are 
not  covered — in  which  there  appears  to 
be  any  real  hardship.  There  may  be 
cases  in  which  there  are  elements  of 
harshness.  Take  such  a  case  as  this,  a 
case  in  which  a  man  made  a  contract  for 
sale  on  April  18.  Of  course,  I  should  be 
willing  to  make  some  allowance  of  time 
to  enable  him  to  cover  it.  Take  another 
case.  Supposing  that,  although  a  man 
has  contracted  to  sell  a  certain  amount 
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of  coal,  he  cannot  show  that  that  certain 
amount  is  covered  by  a  particular  buying 
contract,  but  still  he  has  the  coal.  If 
he  has  the  coal,  of  course  that  would  be 
taken  into  consideration.  And  there  may 
be  other  cases.  Hon.  Members  have  no 
idea  how  various  these  cases  are.  I  can 
assure  them  that  I  should  consider  all 
these  cases  in  the  spirit  I  have  indicated 
to  the  House,  and  I  hope  hon.  Members 
will  feel  that  I  am  prepared  to  meet 
them  wherever  possible. 

Sir  JAMES  JOICEY  (Durham, 
Chester-le-Street) :  I  have  always  done 
my  best  in  the  course  of  my  business 
experience  to  thwart  those  gentlemen 
who  speculate  in  coal,  and  I  assure  the 
House  that  they  have  not  much  sym- 
pathy from  me.  I  cannot,  however, 
take  quite  the  same  view  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  upon  this  point.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  going  to  exempt 
all  contracts  for  exported  coal  up  to  the 
end  of  the  year,  I  cannot  see  how,  in 
reason  or  justice,  he  can  consistently 
refuse  to  exempt  those  contracts  which 
have  been  not  covered.  In  this  case  the 
coal  has  been  sold  for  export  and  the 
contractors  have  become  liable  for  duty, 
and  I  fail  entirely  to  see  how  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  can  refuse  to  give  to 
them  what  he  has  given  to  the  con- 
tractors who  have  covered.  It  is  an  in- 
justice not  to  treat  those  who  have  not 
covered  in  the  same  way  as  those  who 
have  covered  their  contracts.  The 
middleman  who  desires  to  sell  coal  abroad 
sends  out  his  agent,  and  very  often  the 
coal  is  bought '  beforehand.  Supposing 
the  coal  was  bought  before  the  18th  of 
April,  and  he  came  back  a  month  after- 
wards, he  would  feel  very  hardly  dealt 
with  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  refused 
to  exempt  him  under  those  conditions.  I 
have  been  annoyed  myself  when  I  have 
given  a  quotation  for  a  contract  in  a 
falling  market,  when  the  man  has  not 
actually  bought  his  coal  for  three  or 
four  months,  and  he  has  been  able  to 
purchase  on  better  terms.  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  losing  sight  of 
what  is  the  real  position  to  take  up  in 
this  matter.  I  cannot  think  that  he  is 
wise  in  exercising  his  discretion  in  this 
way.  If  a  man  is  entitled  to  exemption, 
I  fail  to  see  why  he  is  not  entitled  to  it 
even  if  his  contracts  are  not  covered.  I 
have  been  informed  that  there  have  been 
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communications  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  with  regard  to  the  position 
of  these  contracts,  and  there  was  a  meet- 
ing on  the  3rd  of  May  between  the 
exporters  and  the  Board  of  Customs. 
Many  gentlemen  whose  contracts  were 
not  covered  have  been  under  the  impres- 
sion that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer did  not  intend  to  reserve  un- 
covered contracts ;  they  have  tele- 
graphed to  customers  abroad  that  all 
contracts  would  be  exempted,  and  the 
customers  abroad  will  hold  them  to  that 
position.  I  am  afraid  that  unless  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  meets  the  demands 
which  are  put  forward  upon  this  subject 
those  gentlemen  will  be  obUged  to  bear 
the  burden  of  the  tax  themselves,  because 
there  is  no  chance  of  getting  it  from  the 
foreigner.  Having  had  access  to  the 
contracts,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  may 
say  that  there  are  cases  where  they  have 
made  large  profits.  I  am  not  going  to 
deal  with  that  question,  because  profit 
and  loss  should  not  enter  into  the  matter 
at  all.  I  do  not  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  understands  where  this  pro- 
posal will  lead  him  to.  It  would  be  much 
wiser  and  more  just  to  deal  with  all 
contracts  aUke,  making  no  reservations 
of  this  kind.  I  know  that  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  is  fair-minded, 
and  he  is  anxious  to  deal  with  this  ques- 
tion in  a  just  and  proper  manner.  I 
take  a  wider  view,  and  I  say  that  in  my 
opinion  all  contracts  entered  into  before 
the  19th  of  April  ought  to  be  exenapted, 
for  unless  that  is  done,  it  gives  this  tax 
a  retrospective  operation  which  has 
never  existed  with  regard  to  any  tax 
before.  Upon  these  grounds,  I  do  hope 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  consider 
what  we  have  said  upon  this  point,  and 
I  trust  he  will  see  his  way  to  put  ail 
contracts  on  the  same  footing  and  thus 
remove  this  injustice. 

Mr.  M'KENNA:  After  the  state- 
ment of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
I  beg  leave  to  withdraw  my  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  M*KENNA  moved  an  Amend- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  extending  the 
discretion  of  the  Treasury  as  to  the 
exemption  of  contracts  beyond  Ist 
January,  1902,  and  making  that  dis- 
cretion unUmited.  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  admitted  that,  in  the 
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case  of  covered  contracts,  there^was'a 
reasonable  claim  for  exemption  from  the 
duty.  What  reason  could  be  urged  for 
limiting  the  date  to  the  end  of  this  year  ] 
He  knew  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  a  rooted  objection  to 
speculation  in  business,  and  it  might  be 
said  that  contracts  for  a  longer  period 
were  of  a  speculative  character.  He 
suspected  that  might  be  the  objection 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  but 
certainly,  so  far  as  south  Wales  was 
concerned,  that  argument  had  no  validity. 
In  south  Wales  there  was  the  system 
of  the  sUding  scale.  If  the  price  of  coal 
went  up,  wages  went  up,  and  if  the  price 
went  down,  wages  went  down.  The  rise 
and  fall  were  quite  automatic.  The  col- 
liery proprietor  who  had  sold  for  a 
longer  time  than  the  end  of  the  year 
had  not  made  a  speculative  sale  at  all. 
If  the  price  of  coal  went  up  he  would 
raake  less  on  the  individual  contract, 
but  that  would  be  recouped  from  the 
fact  that  on  other  contracts  he  would 
sell  at  the  higher  price.  The  real  ques- 
tion behind  this  point,  to  his  mind,  was 
the  effect  the  tax  would  have  upon 
labour. 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty 
Members  were  not  present.  House 
counted,  and  forty  Members  being  found 

present — 

AIr.  M*KENNA  (continuing)  said  it 
tiad  been  asserted  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  and  other  Members  of 
the  Government  that  the  tax  would  not 
and  should  not  affect  wages.  If  this 
Amendment  was  not  accepted  what 
would  be  the  effect  of  the  tax  so  far  as 
»South  Wales  was  concerned  1  As  the 
Bill  now  stood  the  duty  on  existing  con- 
tracts beyond  the  end  of  the  year  would 
be  put  upon  the  colliery  proprietor,  and 
it  would  be  held  that  it  should  come  off 
the  seUing  price  of  the  coal,  which  was 
entered  for  the  audit  which  took  place 
every  two  months,  and  which  settled 
the  scale  of  wages.  Therefore  any  duty 
on  existing  contracts  which  could  not  be 
recovered  from  the  foreigner,  and  which 
fell  upon  the  colliery  owner,  must  directly 
affect  wages.  It  reduced  the  selling 
price  of  the  coal  for  audit,  and  on  account 
of  the  fall  in  the  selling  price  there  would 
be  a  reduction  made  on  the  miners' 
wages.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
and  other  Members  of  the  Government 


had  declared  that  this  was  not  to  be  a  tax 
on  labour.  He  should  say,  therefore, 
that  all  existing  covered  contracts  must 
be  exempted.  With  regard  to  the  future 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  held 
that  the  duty  would  not  fall  upon  this 
country  but  upon  the  foreigner.  While 
disagreeing  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man on  that  point  he  admitted  that  it 
was  a  question  for  argument,  debate,  and 
dispute.  But  upon  existing  covered 
contracts  beyond  the  end  of  the  year 
there  could  be  no  doubt  that  the  duty 
must  fall  upon  the  colliery  proprietor  or 
exporter,  and  if,  as  the  Bill  now  stood, 
it  was  allowed  to  fall  on  the  colliery  pro- 
prietor it  must  fall  as  to  two-thirds  on  the 
wages  of  the  miner.  Therefore,  in  order 
to  carry  out  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  regard  to  this  tax,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  was  bound  to 
make  no  distinction  as  to  the  duty  on 
covered  contracts.  There  was  another 
reason  why  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
should  accept  the  Amendment.  He 
had  down  on  the  Paper  an  Amendment 
to  carry  out  a  distinct  and  definite  pledge, 
which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
gave,  that,  if  a  form  of  words  could  be 
found  which  could  carry  out  more 
appropriately  the  principle  contained  in 
Section  20  of  the  Customs  Consolidation 
Act,  he  would  accept  those  words.  Sec- 
tion 20  of  the  Customs  Consolidation  Act 
was  incorporated  in  the  schedule  re- 
ferring to  the  coal  duty  when  the  Finance 
Bill  was  originally  introduced,  but  it  was 
struck  out  as  a  consequence  of  an  Amend- 
ment moved  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Islington. 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH  said  he  had 
carefully  considered  the  words  of  the 
Amendment,  and  he  could  not  accept 
them.  He  did  not  think  he  had  given  a 
pledge  as  to  the  acceptance  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  Section  20  of  the  Customs  Con- 
solidation Act. 

Mr.  M*KENXA  said  he  did  not  say 
that.  He  begged  the  Chancellors'  pardon 
if  he  had  misunderstood  him.  When 
Section  20  of  the  Customs  Consolidation 
Act  was  dropped  out  of  the  schedule  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  agreed  that  if  more 
appropriate  words  could  be  introduced 
into  the  schedule  he  would  accept  those 
words.  He  submitted  that  the  words 
of  the  Amendment  were  sufficient  and 
appropriate.  Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 
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♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  said  the  hon. 
Member's  remarks  were  not  relevant  to 
the  Amendment  now  under  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  M'KENNA  said  he  only  referred 
to  the  other  Amendment  because  the 
Amendment  he  was  now  moving,  if 
accepted,  would  render  it  quite  un- 
necessary to  move  the  Amendment  on 
the  schedule.  He  asked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  remove  all  difficulties,  dis- 
putes, and  discussions  by  accepting  the 
Amendment  which  was  at  present  under 
discussion.  There  could  be  no  question 
in  principle  why  in  the  case  of  bona  fide 
covered  contracts  any  distinction  should 
be  fmade  between  31st  December,  1901, 
and  any  period  subsequent  to  that  date. 
He  knew  a  case  where  an  exporter  had 
sold  for  a  period  of  three  years  250,000 
tons  of  coal  under  a  covering  contract, 
whijh  gave  him  a  profit  of  l^d.  per  ton 
How  could  such  a  man  pay  a  duty  of  Is. 
per  ton  ?  It  would  cause  him  a  loss  of 
£10,000  or  £12,000  on  this  single  con- 
tract. He  would  not  mention  the  name 
of  the  gentleman,  but  he  believed  he  was 
correct  in  saying  that  the  sum  which  the 
tax  collector  would  compel  him  to  pay 
was  altogether  beyond  his  means  of 
meeting.  He  submitted  there  was  no 
possible  answer  to  the  claim  that  such 
contracts  should  be  exempted  from  the 
tax. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  5,  to  leave  out  the  words 
•before  the  first  day  of  January  nineteen 
hundred  and  two.'  *' — {Mr,  M^Kenna,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
*  before  the  first  day  of '  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  When  this 
matter  was  first  brought  under  my 
notice  the  date  which  I  subsequently 
adopted,  1st  January,  1902,  was  the 
latest  date  suggested  by  those  who  argued 
the  question  on  behalf  of  the  exporters. 
It  was  because  the  customer  abroad  did 
not  come  under  British  law,  and  because 
Section  20  of  the  Customs  Consolidation 
Act  was  not  applicable  to  him,  that  the 
exemption  was  granted  at  all.  I  had 
great  hesitation  in  adopting  so  forward 
a  date.  It  seems  to  me  a  concession  of 
great  magnitude,  because  it  will  cost  the 
Kevenue  more  than  £650,000 — perhaps 


£700,000— this  year.  It  is,  therefore, 
in  comparison  with  the  amount  of  the 
tax,  a  much  greater  concession  than  that 
which  was  given  by  Sir  Robert  Peel  in 
1842,  when  he  allowed  no  more  than  four 
months  to  elapse  from  the  date  of  the 
passing  of  his  resolution  till  his  tax  came 
into  effect.  I  have  in  this  clause  pro- 
posed to  allow  something  like  eight 
months.  That  seems  to  me  to  be  quite 
as  far  as  we  ought  to  go,  and  I  will  tell  the 
hon.  Member  why.  He  does  not  name 
any  date  at  all.  He  limits  his  proposal 
no  doubt  to  covered  contracts,  and  1  can 
conceive  that  there  may  be  cases  of  hard- 
ship coming  under  covered  contracts, 
but  I  do  not  think  we  ought  to 
allow  what  the  proposal  of  the  hon. 
Member  would  do — namely,  to  permit 
the  colUery  owner  who  has  contracted 
to  sell  his  own  coal  for  three  years  to 
escape  free  from  the  duty  all  that  time, 
long  after  the  coal  produced  by  everybody 
else  in  the  country  had  to  pay  the  tax. 
The  proposal  would  act  unfairly,  for  the 
great  bulk  of  long  contracts  were  made 
with  colliery  owners  rather  than  with 
merchants.  I  admit  that  the  colliery 
owners  may  have  to  bear  some  part  of 
the  tax,  but  then  they  can  well  afford 
it.  I  am  not  prepared  to  accept  the 
Amendment. 

*Mr.  BRYXMOR  JONES  said  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  hardly  grasped 
at  least  from  the  point  of  view  of  those  in 
the  trade,  the  force  of  the  observations 
made  by  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Monmouth.  At  Swansea  there  were 
middlemen  who  were  carrying  on  busi- 
ness, but  not  in  the  speculative  sense,  such 
as  might  be  described  as  gambUng  in 
futures.  They  had  certain  relations 
with  shipowners  and  with  the  coal- 
owners  in  Monmouthshire,  and  they  had 
friends  abroad.  Now,  if  they  had  made 
contracts  last  January  or  October  with 
two  or  three  colliers  with  whom  they  had 
relations,  and  if  they  had  made  other 
contracts  which  only  covered  half  the 
whole  amount  they  had  contracted  to 
supply  to  the  Mediterranean  ports,  they 
might  be  ruined  unless  their  contracts 
were  exempted.  He  understood  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  stood 
firm  about  the  question  of  covered  and 
uncovered  contracts,  and  that  the  right 
hon.   Gentleman  adhered  to  the  exact 
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terms  of  the  clause  in  the  Bill  as  now 
amended. 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  Yee. 

Mr.  BRYNMOR  JONES :  But  with 
the  addition  that  when  they  came  to 
executive  action  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  going  to  give  favourable  con- 
sideration to  any  case  in  which  it  was 
made  clear  that  it  was  not  a  gambling 
transaction  ] 

'*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  I  have  said 
I  was  prepared  to  consider  cases  in  which 
there  would  be  great  hardship. 

Mr.  BRYXMOR  JONES  said  if  they 
were  going  to  trust  the  Treasury  at  all 
to  exercise  discretion,  let  them  trust  the 
Treasury  absolutely.  If  the  Customs 
authorities  said  that  a  certain  case  was  a 
«ase  for  remission,  how  was  that  to  be 
dealt  with  ?  Were  they  going  to  call 
evidence  and  hear  counsel  ] 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  No. 

Mr.  BRYNMOR  JONES  said  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  afraid  to  hear 
counsel  and  have  the  matter  argued 
out  soundly.  He  had  not  heard  one 
angle  word  that  would  stand  the  test  of 
any  logical  analysis  in  answer  to  the 
proposition  of  his  hon.  friend, 

*Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON  said  that  in 
addition  to  middlemen  who  made  con- 
tracts for  export  abroad,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  ought  to  consider  the 
case  of  the  colliery  owners  who  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  making  direct  contracts 
abroad  for  certain  fixed  periods.  These 
contracts  might  be  for  one  or  two 
years,  and  the  custom  was  to  renew  them 
from  time  to  time  over  many  years. 
Only  in  that  way  had  the  colliery  owners 
a  hope  of  getting  a  fairly  reasonable 
average  price  owing  to  the  fluctuations 
in  the  market.  Contracts  were  in  exist- 
ence on  the  19th  April  for  deUvery  at  the 
end  of  June  next  year,  and  also  for  the 
whole  of  next  year ;  and  it  seemed  only 
fair  and  reasonable  that  in  the  case  of 
these  bona  fide  contracts,  entered  into 
without  the  slightest  idea  that  an  export 
duty  would  be  imposed,  there  should  be 
no  time  limit.  It  would  remove  compli- 
cations, hardships,  and  a  great  deal  of 
the  sense  of  injustice  if  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  could  see  his  way  to  settle 
the   whole    matter    by    exempting    all 


bona  fide  contracts  for  export  entered 
into  before  19th  April  last.  The  loss  to 
the  Exchequer  would  not  be  of  a  very 
serious  character,  and  it  would  really 
allay  a  great  deal  of  feeUng  against  the 
tax. 

Sir  JAMES  JOICEY  said  he  appealed 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  not  on 
grounds  of  generosity,  but  on  grounds 
of  justice  to  reconsider  his  decision. 
Parliament  had  always  recognised  that  it 
was  unfair  to  put  a  tax  on  a  contract 
of  this  kind  unless  there  was  some 
method  of  charging  the  Customs  dues 
on  the  consumer.  He  could  not  under- 
stand how  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
could  exempt  one  contract  without 
exempting  all  contracts.  Surely  the 
colliery  owner  was  as  much  entitled  to 
justice  as  any  one  else  ;  and  he  maintained 
i  that  the  position  in  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  placed  himself,  was  that 
he  was  not  prepared  to  give  justice  in  the 
case  of  particular  contracts.  This  duty 
would  fall  heavily  on  a  few  individuals. 
He  admitted  that  the  bulk  of  the  contracts 
had  been  made  with  the  colliery  owners 
direct,  but  there  were  others  which  had 
been  made  by  merchants,  and  he  knew 
;  of  cases  where  serious  injustice  would  le 
i  inflicted.  He  maintained  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  no 
right  to  have  the  discretion  of  sajdng 
that  he  would  exempt  certain  contracts 
and  not  others.  By  adopting  such  a 
course  the  House  would  be  creating 
a  precedent  which  he  felt  sure  they 
would  regret  hereafter. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
question  now  is  whether  there  should 
be  a  fixed  date  for  exemption. 

Sir  JAMES  JOICEY  said  he  felt  sure, 
that,  when  the  whole  facts  of  the  case 
came  to  be  known  in  the  districts  which 
dealt  with  these  matters,  a  strong  sense 
of  injustice  would  rankle  in  the  mind 
of  every  man  who  understood  the 
business.  Undoubtedly  this  was  a  most 
unjust  impost. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  EVANS  (Glamorgan- 
shire, Mid.)  said  he  desired  to  enforce 
the  arguments  used  by  his  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  North  Monmouth.  The 
effect  of  the  Amendment  was  to  shut  out 
entirely  from  the  discretion  of  the  Treas- 
ury exemption  in  cases  of  hardship  after 
the  1st  January,  1902.     The  answer  of 
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the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  Was 
that  they  must  draw  the  line  somewhere. 
After  all  they  only  asked  for  the  appli- 
cation of  the  ordinary  equitable  principle 
of  taxation,  that  the  burden  should 
fall  equally  on  all.  Surely  it  was  not 
unreasonable  that  the  Treasury  should 
have  the  same  discretion  in  regard  to 
contracts  after  1st  January  as  up  to  that 
date.  Was  it  fair  that  one  man,  because 
he  entered  into  an  ordinary  business 
contract  before  the  imposition  of  this 
tax  was  dreamt  of,  should,  by  its  opera- 
tion, lose  £10,000  and  be  driven  into 
the  bankruptcy  court  1 


Mr.  SEEL^said  that,  although  he 
saw  the  point  which  induced  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  to  fix  a  date  for 
exemption,  he  thought  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  fixed  it  a  little  too  early. 
He  put  it  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  a  year's  contract  was  a  reasonable 
one,  and  contracts  for  such  a  period  were 
not  speculative,  but  made  on  purely 
business  lines. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  172  ;  Noes, 
121.     (Division  List  No.  324.) 


Acland-Hood,Capt.  Sir  Alex.  F. 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwriffht,  John  Stanhope 
A  raold-rorster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Col.  James  Robert 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,  Ht.  Hn.  A.  J.  ( ManchV) 
Balfour,RtHnGeraldW.(Leeds 
Balfour,  Maj.  K.R.  (Christch. 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Beach,Kt.  Hn.SirM.  H.(  Bristol) 
Beach,Rt.Hon.  W.  W.  B(  Hants 
Bhownagffree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bigwood,  James 
Blundell,  Col.  Henry 
Boustield,  Wm.  Robert 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hn.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  Col.  Montagu 
Bull,  William  James 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Carlile,  Wm.  Walter 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish.  V.C.  W(  Derbyshire 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hn.J.(Birm.) 
Chamberlain  J .  Au8ten(  Worc*r 
Chapman,  £dward 
CharriBgton,  Spencer 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jes«e 
Corbett,A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Chas. 
Dennv,  Colonel 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Dumin)2f-Lawrence  ,Sir  Edwin 
Dyke,  Rt.Hn.SirWilliamHart 
Fellow^,Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
FergussoD,RtHnSirJ.(Manc'r. 
Field  en,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Georffe  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  RobertBannatyne 

Mr.  Samuel  Evans. 


AYES. 

Fitzroy,  Hon.  Edw.  Algernon 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,PhilipS.  ( WarwickSW. 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Garlit,  William 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gordon,  Hn.  J.  E.(Elgin&Nairn 
Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  S.) 
Gordon,MajEvan8-(TrH'mrt8 
Gore,  Hn.  S.  F.  Ormsby-(Linc. 
Goschen.  Hon.  Geo.  Joachim 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Hall-  Edward  Marshall 
Hambro,  Charles  Eric 
Hamilton,RtHnLd.G.(Midd'x 
Hamilton,Marq.of ( L*nd'nd'rry 
Hanbury,Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Heath,  Jas.  (Statfords,  N.  W. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon-Hodge,  Robt.  Trotter 
Hoare,Ed  w.  Brodie(  HampstM ) 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Borner,  Frederick  Wm. 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Howard,  J.  (Midd.,  Tottenham 
Button,  John  (Yorks.  N.R.) 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jetfreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Kenyon,  Jas.  (Lanes.,  Bury) 
Knowles,  Lees 
Laurie,  Lieut. General 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Lecky,Rt.  Hon.  Wm.  Edw.H. 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,  Fred.  N.  S. 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  Walter(  Bri8tol,S 
Lon^ale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lucas,. Col. Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M* Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'lver,  Sir  L.  ( Edinburgh, W\) 
M'Killop,Jame8(Stirlingshire) 
Maiendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 


Maxwell,  W.J.  H.(Dumfri€88h. 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Meysey-Thompeon,  Sir  H.  M. 
Morgan,  D.  J.  (Walthamstow 
Morrell,  Georf^e  Herbert 
Morris,  Hon.  Martin  Henrv  F. 
Morrison.  James  Aroliibafd 
Morton,  ArtliurH.  A.  (Deptford 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Parker,  Gilbert 
Pease,  HerbertPike(D'rliiiiit'n 
Peel,Hn.  Wm.  Robt.  WellSey 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Piatt- Hig^gins,  Frederick 
Powell,  »ir  Francis  Sharp 
Pret^man,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rasch,  Mai.  Frederic  Came 
Ratcliff,  R.  F. 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Renwick,  George 
Ridley,S.  Forde(BetfanalGreen 
Ritchie,Rt.  H  n.  Chas.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Uerbert(  Hackney) 
Rollesion,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Round,  James 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Sackville,Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehoose) 
Seely,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Smith,HC(N'rth'mb.,Tne8ide 
Smith,  James  P.  (Lanarks.) 
Smith,  Hon.W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley, Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,SirMark  J.  M'Taggart 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strutt,  Hon.  Chas.  Hedley 
Start,  Hon.  Humphrv  Napior 
Thorbum,  Sir  Walter 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
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Warde,  Col.  C.  E. 
Warner.Thomas  Coortenay  T. 
Warr,  Aa^ustns  Frederick 
Webb,  Colonel  Wm.  George 
Weotwoith,  Brace  C.  Vemon- 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 


Ateaham.TVUliamCCorlcN.K  | 

Allan,  Wm.  (Gateshead) 

Allen,CbarlesP(Gloac.  ,Stroad 

Ambroee,  Robert 

Atberley-Jonee,  L. 

BeU,  Richard 

Black,  Alexander  Wm. 

Boland,  John 

Broadhnrst,  Henry 

Bnumer,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 

Barke,  E.  Haviland- 

Bort,  Thomas 

Caldwell,  James 

CampbeJ],  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

CawJey,  Frederick 

Chamung,  Francis  AUston 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

(^Iville,  John 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crean,  Euffene 

Callinan,  J. 

Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen)    I 

Delany,  William  ! 

I>ewar,John  A.(InTeraef»8-Bh.)  . 

Dillon,  John 

Dondan,  Captain  A. 

Dooean,  P.  C. 

Ennonde,  Sir  Thomas 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Fo^guson,  R,  C.  Munro  (Lelth) 

Ffr^ch,  Pet€r 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 

Fpmess,  Sir  Christopher 

Gilhooly,  James 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 

Haldane,  Richard  Bnrdon 

Hammond,  John 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Hayter,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Arthur  D. 
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Wil8on,A.Stanlev(York,E.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
W^olf,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  RtHn.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 

NOES. 

Healy,  Timothy  Michael 

Helme,  Norval* Watson 

Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  H. 

Holland,  William  Henry 

Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,We8t) 

Horniman,  Frederick  John 

Jaooby,  James  Alfred 

Joicey,  Sir  James 

Jones,  DavidBiynmor(Swans'a 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Kitson,  Sir  James 

J'Smltert,  George 

Langley,  Batty 

Leamy,  Edmund 

Leese,  Sir  Joseph  F.  (Accrington 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 

MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift  | 

M*Killop.  W.  (Sligo,  North)      l 

M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 

Msnpfield,  Horace  Reudall 

Minch,  Matthew  | 

Mooney,  John  J. 

Morgan, J. Lloyd  (Carmarthen  i 

Morton,Ed  w.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 

Murnaghan,  George  | 

Murphy,  John 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P.  I 

Newnes,  Sir  (^eorge 

Nolan,  Col.  J.  P.  (Galway,  N.) 

Nolnn,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willans  i 

O'Brien,  K.  (Tipperaiy,  Mid)  I 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 

O'Connor,  Jas.  (Wicklow,  W.) 

O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.)      I 

O'Donaell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.)        I 

ODowd,  John 

O'Kelly ,  Conor  (Mayo,  N. ) 
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Younger,  William 

Tellers  for  the  Ayss— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Hayes  Fisher. 


O'Kelly,  Jas.  (Roscommon,  N» 
O'Malfey,  William 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
O'Shee,  James  John 
Palmer,  Sir  Chas.  M.  (Durham) 
Philippe,  John  Wynford 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.(  Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roche,  Jobn 

Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
Shaw,  Chas.  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sinclair,  Capt.  John(  Forfarsh. ) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Spencer,RtHnC.R.(Northants 
Strachey,  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Taylor,  Theodore  Cooke 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Thomas,JA(Glamorgan,Gow'r 
Tully,  Jai»per 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,Patrick(Meath,  North) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Young,  Samuel 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  M'Kenna  and  Mr. 
Samuel  Evans. 


*Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  (Merthyr  Tydvil) ' 
said  the  object  of  the  Amendment  he  | 
now  moved  was  to  extend  to  the  end  of , 
the  financial  year  the  exemption  of  the 
duty.    The  right  hon.   Gentleman  had 
been   good    enough    in    Committee    to 
extend  the  date*  of  the  exemption  up  to  ! 
the  31  St  of  December,  and  his  object 
in  so  doing  was  that  all  contracts  entered 
into    for    the  year    should   be  exempt. 
But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  per- 
haps not   aware   when   he   made   that 
concession  that  it  was  the  practice  of  the 
trade    in    cases    where    balances    were , 
left  over — where  the  contract  had  not  j 
been  taken  in  the  period  arranged — to  ! 
still  carry  out  the  contracts  as  if  the  coal 
had  been   deUvered   in   contract   time. 
There  was  another  point  to  be  considered,  j 


In  almost  all  contracts  entered  into 
there  was  what  was  known  as  a  strike 
clause  under  which  in  case  of  a  lock  out, 
strike,  or  dispute  at  the  collieries,  the 
period  of  the  contract  was  extended  for 
the  period  during  which  the  stoppage 
took  place.  It  was  for  those  reasons 
that  he  asked  for  the  extension  of  the 
exemption  to  the  end  of  the  financial 
year.  He  did  not  think  it  would  have 
much  effect  upon  the  revenue  if  his 
Amendment  were  accepted,  whereas, 
if  it  were  not,  it  would  inflict  great 
hardship  in  some  cases. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  pace  3,  line  5,  to  leave  out  the  word 
*  January,^and  insert  the  word  *  April,'  instead 
thereof.''_(Jfr.  D.  A.  J^gS^yGOOglC 


183 


Finance 


{COMMONS} 


Bill. 


184 


Question  proposed,  **  That  the  word 
January  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  I  think, 
so  far  as  I  can  tell  offhand,  the  quantity  , 
of  coal  affected  by  the  Amendment , 
of  the  hon.  Member  is  1,500,000  tons.  | 
But  I  cannot  accept  his  Amendment. 
I  do  not  think  it  would  be  reasonable 
to  grant  exemption  to  coal  owners 
after  the  date  of  the  31st  of  December. 
If  there  were  a  case  of  a  middleman  who 
had  made  a  cover  contract,  and  who 
might  suffer  serious  loss  through  the 
cover  contract  not  being  carried  out, 
the  House  would  have  an  opportunity 
of  having  it  brought  before  them,  and 
it  might  then  be  considered.  At  present 
I  could  not  accept  the  Amendment. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Sir  CHRISTOPHER  FURNESS  said 
that  all  that  was  asked  for  in  the  Amend- 
ment he  rose  to  move  was  that  the  coal 
in  the  bunkers  for  consumption  on  the 
outward  and  homeward  voyage  should 
be  free  from  the  duty.  It  was  an  Amend- 
ment which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  see  the  reasonableness  of,  and  he 
hoped  be  ready  to  accept.  Assuming 
that  a  steamer  was  leaving  a  British  port 
with  a  mixed  cargo  for  Spain  or  Italy,  or 
some  other  foreign  port,  from  which 
they  wished  to  bring  a  cargo  in  return  of 
iron  ore  or  some  other  raw  material, 
it  would  be  the  general  custom  to  place 
on  board  that  ship  a  sufficient  amount  of 
bunker  coal  to  steam  the  vessel  out  and 
home.  If  the  Is.  a  ton  was  put  on  the 
coal  to  be  used  for  the  homeward  voyage 
it  must  be  placed  upon  the  cost  of  the  raw 
material,  and  to  that  extent  the  price 
of  the  raw  material  would  be  increased. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  3,  line  8,  after  the  word  '  coal  *  to 
insert  the  words  *  required  for  consumption 
and  use  during  the  outward  and  homeward 
voyage.*  " — (Sir  Christopher  Fumtss.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted. " 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  The  practice 
of  the  Customs  at  present  is  to  allow 
what  I  understand  the  hon.  Member 
desires  to  effect  by  this  Amendment,  but 
it  has  to  be  subject  to  precautions  against 
the  landing  of  bunker  coal  or  its  trans- 
ference to  another  ship.  The  whole 
matter  is  governed  by  regulations  which 


are  administered  by  the  Customs,  and 
which  have  a  material  bearing  on  one 
another,  and  I  do  not  think  it  would  be 
well  to  insert  this  particular  regulation 
into  the  section  which  gives  general 
powers.  I  think  it  might  lead  to  diffi- 
culties in  the  interpretation  of  the  law. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Other  Amendments  made? 

Mr.  BRYNMOR  JONES,  in  moving 
to  leave  out  the  sub-section  which 
included  culm,  coke,  and  manufactured 
fuel  in  the  definition  of  "coal,"  said 
that  he  objected  to  the  extension  given 
to  the  meaning  of  the  term  coal.  He 
had  on  previous  occasions  given  his 
reasons  for  that  objection,  and  he 
proposed  now  to  divide  the  House  unless 
he  obtained  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man an  assurance  which  would  satisfy 
him  upon  the  matter.  Why  should 
culm  be  included?  The  definition  of 
culm  was  that  it  was  an  impure  shaley 
kind  of  coal.  Why  should  a  duty  be 
imposed  upon  that  ?  What  revenue 
would  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
derive  from  a  Is.  duty  upon  such  an 
article  ?  Again,  nobody  would  deny  that 
coke  was  a  manufactured  article,  but  how 
much  was  exported  %  Was  it  worth 
while  to  extend  the  meaning  of  the  word 
coal  to  coke?  As  to  cinders,  his  know- 
ledge was  of  a  purely  domestic  character, 
but  he  WQuld  ask  the  same  question 
with  regard  to  cinders.  Then  he  came 
to  the  most  important  item,  "  manufac- 
tured fuel,"  the  manufacture  of  which 
was  a  really  important  industry.  In 
the  year  1899  the  average  sale  price  of 
manufactured  fuel  was  10s.  6d. ;  inth«at 
year  the  margin  of  profit,  after  the  cost 
of  manufacture,  was  only  6f  d.  a  ton. 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  insisted 
upon  this  manufactured  fuel  being  put 
under  the  obligation  of  paying  the  tax, 
he  would  enforce  serious  loss  on  the  trade, 
and  the  result  would  be  that,while  patent 
fuel  would  still  be  required  by  France, 
which  was  the  greatest  consumer,  the 
small  coal  now  used  in  its  manufacture  at 
Swansea  and  the  neighbourhood  would 
be  shipped  to  Dieppe,  where  the  manu- 
facture would  be  carried  on  instead 
of  in  this  country,  and  in  all  probability 
the  manufacturers  of  this  country  would 
transfer  their  capital  to  another  where 
the  taxation  was  imposed  on  wiser 
lines  than  in  this.   (    r\r\r^\o 
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Amendment  proposed —  ] 

''  In  pftge  3,  line  15,  to  leave  out  Sub-clause  j 
(a)  of  Clause  3."— (Mr,  Brynmor  Jones,) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  the  words  | 
'For  the  purposes  of  this  Act  "coal"! 
includes  culm,  coke,*  stand  part  of  the  I 
Bill."  I 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH    said  it   ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  hon.  and  learned  | 
Member  had  patent  fuel  on  the  brain.         | 

Mr.  brynmor  JONES  :  I  resent  1 
that. 

Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH   said  if  the  ' 
hon.  Member  resented  that  he  withdrew 
it,  but   he  had  heard  rather  too  much  | 
of  patent  fuel.    As  the  hon.  Gentleman  i 
said,  culm  was  an  article  composed  of  ' 
coal  dust  and  clay,  and  very    little   of 
that  article    was    exported,    but   there 
was  another   kind  of   culm  than  that 
to  which    the    hon.  Member    referred, 
a  great   deal    of   which    was    exported 
from  this  country  ;   most  o*f  it  would  be 
under  the  value  of  6s.,  but  some  of  it 
was  of  a  higher  class.     Culm  last  year 
went  up   to    12s.  a  ton,  and   therefore  i 
ought  to  be  classed  as  coal.    Then  came  ! 
coke    and    cinders.     Cinders   were  ex- 1 
ported  at     18s.   6d.   to    16s.    9d.,   and, 
manufactured    fuel   was   exported    last 
year  at  24s.  per  ton.    For  these  reasons 
they  had  been  included  in    the  clause.  , 
He   did    not    think  the    hon.  Member 
need  fear    the    danger    to  the  manu- 
factured fuel  industry  which  he  antici- 
pated.   Under  Clause  7  pitch   used  in 
the  manufacture  of  patent  fuel   would 
not  be  taxed  at  all. 

Mr.  BRYNMOR  JONES  pointed  out  t 
that  that  would  be  a  very  small  conces- 1 
sion  if  the  value  of  coal  used  in  the  manu- 1 
facture  of  patent  fuel  happened  to  be  j 
above  6s.  ' 

*Sir  M.  hicks  beach  said  that  the ' 
value  of  a  good  deal  of  coal  used  for 
making  patent  fuel  was  below  6s.  He 
had  cases  where  70  per  cent,  of  the  coal 
was  below  that  value,  and  that  would 
be  exempted  from  duty.  If  it  was  above  i 
the  value  of  6s.  it  would  not  be  exempted. 

Mr.  brynmor  JONES  asked  where 
the  price  of  31s.  was  obtained  ;  he  knew  j 
of  no  such  price.     He  was  informed  the  i 
ordinary  price  was  about  Hs.  lOd.         ' 
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hon.   Member's  pardon ; 
it  is  24s.  6d. 


I  beg  the 
I  am  wrong; 


*Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  said  that  that 
was  the  particular  point  upon  which  he 
had  risen  to  correct  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, who,  although  he  had  been 
assiduous  in  getting  up  his  facts,  rarely 
addressed  the  House  without  exposing 
his  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  subject 
with  what  he  was  dealing.  When  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  spoken  of  the 
price  of  patent  fuel  as  being  higher  than 
that  of  the  best  coal  he  had  talked 
nonsense. 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH  said  he  had 
the  figures  of  patent  fuel.  The  only 
mistake  he  had  made  was  that  he  had 
misquoted  the  price  and  had  given  the 
price  of  coke  instead  of  patent  fuel.  The 
price  of  coke  went  up  to  31s.,  and  patent 
fuel  to  2Jls.  6d.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman 
had  had  to  go  through  this  matter  as  he 
had,  no  doubt  he  might  have  made 
some  mistakes. 

*Mr..  D.  a.  THOMAS  thought  that 
had  he  been  in  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's place  there  would  have  been  no 
coal  duty.  He  knew  of  no  culm  being 
exported  from  Cardifif,  and  he  could  not 
congratulate  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  or 
thank  him  greatly  for  the  concession  he 
had  made,  which  was  very  meagre.  With 
regard  to  patent  fuel,  he  hoped  his  hon. 
friend  would  withdraw  the  Amendment, 
because  the  concessions  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  made  left  the  relative 
positions  in  this  country  and  abroad  very 
much  as  they  were  before  the  duty  was 
imposed.  He  understood  that  the  conces- 
sions the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
made  were  that  he  proposed  to  exempt 
pitch  used  in  the  manufacture  of  patent 
fuel,  and  that  whenever  the  coal  in- 
gredient was  below  Gs.  a  ton,  patent  fuel 
would  be  exempt  from  duty« 

Mr.  brynmor  JONES  asked  leave 
to  withdraw  the  Amendment. 

*Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  (Falkirk  Burghs) 
said  they  had  a  large  industry  in  Scotland 
which  had  arisen  out  of  the  manufacture 
of  this  class  of  coal,  which  was  called 
there  **  dross."  They  had  succeeded, 
I  after  ten  years  trial  and  the  institution 
of  a  great  deal  of  expensive  plant  for 
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screening  this  '*  dross,"  in  forming  a  large 
permanent  market  for  this  fuel  in  Ger- 
many and  other  parts,  but  owing  to  their 
having  to  pay  28.  6d.  a  ton  carriage  to 
the  port  of  embarkation,  it  could  not  be 
exported  at  6s.  a  ton,  and  therefore  would 
not  get  the  rebate  which  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  conceded.  He 
asked  that  the  industry  of  Scotland 
should,  therefore,  be  put  on  a  level  with 
that  of  Wales.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man insisted  upon  the  Is.  a  ton  upon 
this  fuel  he  would  check  a  large  growing 
industry  in  Scotland,  and  the  result 
would  be,  as  in  the  case  of  Wales,  this 
'*  dross  "  would  be  sent  out  of  the  country 
and  the  industry  carried  on  elsewher.'. 
He  would  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
favourable  consideration  of  this  matter. 
It  was  a  most  reasonable  demand,  and 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not 
concede  it  he  would  cause  a  great  deal 
of  dissatisfaction  in  Scotland,  where  a 
great  loss  of  wages  would  result,  and 
where  a  large  amount  of  capital  would  be 
compelled  to  remain  idle. 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH  said  that  what 
the  hon.  Gentleman  was  speaking  of  was 
simply  screened  coal  and  nothing  else. 
He  was  asking  him  to  exempt  coal  which 
was  now  of  the  value  of  8s.  6d.  a  ton, 
screened  out  of  dross. 

*Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  said  it  was  not 
a  case  of  screening  only,  but  washing  and  I 
screening,  and  taking  the  shale  and  dirt 
out  of  the  dross.  I 

Mr.  DAVID  MacIVER  appealed  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he 
could  not  see  his  way  to  make  this  conces- 
sion with  regard  to  manufactured  fuel. 


There  was  no  question  in  this  case  of 
taxing  the  foreigner ;  it  was  a  question 
of  taxing  a  manufactured  article,  and 
therefore  it  seemed  to  him  that  it  might 
be  left  out  of  the  Bill ;  otherwise  they 
would  be  taxing  one  of  their  own  in- 
dustries. 

Mr.  BOUSFIELD  (Hackney,  N.)  dis- 
claimed  any  intention  to  add  to  the 
embarrassment  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man in  this  matter,  because  he  had  shown 
a  desire  to  meet  everybody  fairly ;  but 
he  wished  to  point  out  that  this  matter 
deserved  a  little  more  consideration  than 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could  be 
expected  to  give  at  present.  He  thought 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  might 
reserve  to  himself  the  right  to  give  con 
sideration  to  this  particular  matter,  and 
if  it  was  necessary  make  a  reduction  in 
the  price  of  6s.  Two  items  had  been 
referred  to  where  6s.  was  not  the  cost 
of  the  raw  material,  but  of  a  manu- 
factured article,  with  regard  to  which 
an  exhaustive  process  had  to  be  gone 
through  before  it  was  given  the  price 
value.  It  was  obvious  that  where  the 
price  of  a  raw  material  was  6s.  and  the 
price  of  a  manufactured  article  was 
6s.  they  were  two  different  things.  He 
should  have  thought  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would,  in  a  case  of  this  kind, 
have  reserved  his  right  to  look  more 
fully  into  the  matter  from  that  particular 
point  of  view.  <!  *1  -'     r  Jflijr^^f^  ^ 

Sir  M.   hicks  BEACH  :  Certainly, 
I  should  do  that. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  211  ;  Noes, 
125.     (Division  List  No.  325.) 


Acland-Hood,  CaptSir  Alex.F. 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,  Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  CoL  James  Robert 
Balf our,RtHon.  A.  J.  (Manc'r) 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Hornsey^ 
Balfour,RtHnGeraldW.(Leed8) 
Balfour,MajorK.  R.  (Christch.) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beach,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bristol) 
Beach,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  W.  B.  ( Hants. 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 

Mr.  John  Wilson. 


AYES. 

Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bigwood,  James 
Bill,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  Colonel  Montagu 
Bull,  William  James 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Carlile,  William  W^ter 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  R  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendi8h,V.C.W. (Derbyshire 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hon.  J.  (Birm. 


Chamberlain,J.Austen  (Wotct 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrinffton,  Spencer 
ChurohiS,  Winston  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glas^w) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
D^rymple,  Sir  Charles 
Denny,  Colonel 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Durning-Lawrence,  Sir  Edw. 
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E^rton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Fdlowes,  Hon.  Ailwjm  Edward 
Fergiisson,Rt.Hn.SirJ(Manc*r) 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  George  H. 
fmhy.  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fitzroy,Hon.  Edward  Algernon 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Emeet 
Forstcr,  Henry  William 
Fo8ter,PhilipS.(Warwick,S.W. 
Garfit,  WUliam 

Godson,  Sir  AugustusFrederick 
Gordon,  Hn.J.E.  (£lgin&  Nairn 
Gordon,J(Londonderry,Soutli) 
Gordon,MajEvan8-(T'rH'ml'ts 
Gore,Hon.GRCOrmsby-(Salop 
Gore,Hon.S.F.  Ormsby-(Linc.) 
Go0ehen,Hon.George  Joachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Grcene,SirEW(B*ryS.Edm'nds 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
HaU,  Edward  Marshall 
Hambro,  Charles  Eric 
Hainilton,RtHnLordG(Midd*x 
Hamilton,  Marqof(  Londonderry 
flanbury,  Rt.  Hn.  Robert  Wm. 
Hardy,  Laurence(  KentAshf  ord 
Hams,  Frederick  Leyerton 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,  James  {Staffords.,N.W. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon-Hodge,  Robert  T. 
Hoare,Ed  w.  Brodie(Hampstead 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  He  nry(  Somerset,  E. ) 
Homer,  Frederick  William 
Hoult,  Joseph 
Button.  John  (Yorks,  N.R.) 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jc^nstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Kenyon,  Hn.  Geo.  T.  (Denbigh) 
Kenyon,  James  ( Lanes,  Bury) 
Keswick,  William 
Knowles,  Lees 
Langley,  Batty 
Laurie,  Lieut-General 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant 


Abraham,Waham  (Cork,N.E.) 

Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 

Alien,  Chas.  P.(Glouc., Stroud) 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Atherley-Jones,  L. 

Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 

Black,  Alexander  William 

Boland,  John 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 

Brigg,  John 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

Brown, George  M.(Edinburgh) 

firunner.  Sir  John  Tomlinson 

Burke,  E.  Haviland- 

Burt,  Thomas 

Caine,  William  Sproston 

Caldwell,  James 

CampbeU,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
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Lecky,  Rt  Hn.WilliamEdw.H. 
Lee,  ArthurH.  (Hante,Fareham 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,Frederick  N.S. 
Long,RtHn.Walter(Bristol,8. 
Lonmlale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Maolver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M* Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Maxwell,  W.J.  H.(Dumfries.8h. 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Montagu,  Hn.  J.  Scott(  Hants. 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,DavidJ  ( Walt  hamstow 
Morgan, Hn.Fred(Monm*th8h) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morris,  Hon.  Martin  Henry  F. 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  Rt  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Orr-EwinV,  Charles  Lindsay 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease,  HerbertPike(  Darlington 
Peel,  Hn.  Wm.RobertWellesley 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Penn,  John 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  CJarn 
Ratcliff,  R.  F. 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  George 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 

NOES. 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channing,  Francis  AUston 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
ColvilJe,  John 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Cullinan,  J. 

Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Davies,  M.  Vaughan-(Cardigan) 
Delany,  William 
De  war,  John  A.  (Inverness-sh.) 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.   (Lanark) 
Dunn,  Sir  WilUam 
Edwards,  Frank 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
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Ridley,S.Forde(BethnalGreen) 
Rite  hie,  Rt.Hn.  Chas.Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  ( Hackney ) 
RoUeston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Round,  James 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stojrford- 
Samuel, Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton(Lincoln) 
Seely,CaptJ.E.B.(IsleofWight 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Smith,  Abel  H.(Hertford,Ea8t) 
Smit  h,HC(  Northum.yTyneside 
Smith  ,JamesParker(  Lanarks. ) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Ed  ward  Jas.  (Somerset 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,SirMark  J.M*Taggart 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Thomas,  DavidAlfred(Merthyr 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache  Henry  James 
TomUnson, Wm.  £dw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,CoLSirCEH.(Sheffield 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webb,Colonel  William  George 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
WU8on,A.Stanley(  Yorks,  K.R.) 
Wilson-Todd,Wm.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,^  John  (Glasgow) 
Wilson,  J.W.  (Worcestersh.,X. 
Wodehouse,  RtHn.E.R.(Bath) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Younger,  William 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— Sir 
William  Walrond  and  Mr. 
Hayes  Fisher. 


Fen  wick,  Charles 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flynn,James  Christopher 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Furness,  Sir  Christopher 
Gilhooly,  James 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 
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Noes— 
TuUy. 


*Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON,  in  moving 
an  Amendment  standing  in  the  name  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Shields,  said 
that  its  object  was  to  deal  with  questions 
where  royalty  rates  were  paid  by  coal 
owners  upon  a  sliding  scale.  The 
Amendment  merely  provided  that  where 
coalowners  exported  coal  at  a  price  inclu- 
sive of  the  export  duty,  they  should  be 
entitled  to  deduct  the  Is.  tax,  which  they 
had  parted  with  to  the  revenue  for  the 
purpose  of  arriving  at  the  actual  price 
received  for  the  coal,  upon  which  the 
royalty  rate  payable  should  be  based. 
This  provision  was  to  make  clear  beyond 
all  doubt  that  the  coal  owner  should  not 
have  to  pay  Is.  tax  and  an  extra  royalty 
upon  that  shilling  tax.  All  this  was  so 
desirable  and  equitable  that  it  did  not 
require  any  prolonged  argument. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  3,  line  16,  at  end,  to  add,  *  (6)  In 
any  case  where  the  person  paving  the  duty 
shall  be  the  tenant  of  the  mines  from  which  the 
coal  shall  have  been  produced,  subject  to  the 
payment  of  a  rent  or  royalty,  varying  with  the 
selling  price  of  such  coal,  and  the  coal  shall 
have  been  sold  at  a  price  inclusive  of  the  duty, 
then  the  amount  of  such  duty  so  paid  shall  be 
deducted  in  ascertaining  the  amount  of  such 
selling  price  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the 
amount  of  the  said  rent  or  royalty."— (3fr. 
Joseph  Walton.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  :  So  far  as  I 
understand  it,  all  that  this  Amendment 
proposes  to  do  is  that  where  the  royalty 


consists  of  a  variable  amount  depend- 
ing upon  the  price  of  coal,  and  the 
colliery  owner  exporting  the  coal  con- 
tracts with  the  foreign  purchaser 
that,  he,  the  colliery  owner,  shall  pay 
the  duty  as  part  of  the  price,  then 
the  duty  should  not  be  calculated 
as  part  of  the  price  which  goes  into 
the  pocket  of  the  colliery  owner  for 
the  purpose  of  determining  the  amount 
of  royalty  he  should  pay.  I  think  that 
is  a  fair  proposal,  and  I  see  no  reason  for 
objecting  to  it.  I  may  say  that  I  have 
done  what  I  could  in  the  short  time  at 
my  disposal  since  I  saw  the  Amend- 
ment on  the  Paper  to  communicate  with 
the  best  authorities  on  the  subject,  and 
I  am  advised  by  them  that  the  Amend- 
ment may  safely  be  accepted. 

*Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  regretted  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  been  in 
such  a  hurry  to  accept  the  Amendment, 
as  it  really  opened  up  a  very  much 
larger  question,  and  would  form  a 
dangerous  precedent  to  deducting  the 
duty  under  the  sliding  scale  that  regu- 
lated wages  in  South  Wales,  and  in  that 
case  labour  as  well  as  the  royalty  owner 
would  have  to  bear  a  portion  of  the  tax. 
The  Government  had  repeatedly  stated 
that  under  no  circumstances  were  the 
workmen  to  bear  any  portion  of  this 
tax,  and  therefore  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  should  be  very  careful  in 
accepting  any  such  Amendment. 

Colonel    BLUNDELL    (Lancashire. 
Ince)  having  made  two  or  three  remarks 
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which    were    inaudible 
Gallery, 


in     the    Press 


Sir  JAMES  JOICEY  pointed  out  that 
in  the  North  of  England  and  in.  other 
parts  of  the  country  there  were  a  large 
number  of  leases  the  rents  of  which 
were  fixed  according  to  a  sliding  scale 
based  on  the  price  f.o.b.  The  Amend- 
ment simply  provided  that  the  export 
duty  shoidd  not  be  added  to  the  f.o.b. 
price.  If  that  were  not  done,  the  Is.  would 
be  added  to  the  f.o.b.  price,  and  the  i 
royalty  owner  would  practically  get  an 
increase  of  his  royalty  rent. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  said 
that  this  matter  seemed  not  to  touch 
the  revenue  at  all,  but  to  be  simply  a 
matter  of  principle  between  the  royalty 
owner  and  the  tenant.  In  view  of  the 
conflicting  statements  which  had  been 
made  he  thought  the  Attorney  General 


should  give  the  House  some  guidance  in 
the  matter. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare. 
E.)  moved  to  omit  the  word  **  tobacco  "^ 
from  line  17,  clause  4.  Having  already 
fully  stated  his  reasons  in  Committee,  he 
did  not  desire  to  repeat  them,  and  he 
would  content  himself  by  taking  a 
division  on  the  matter. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**In  page  3,  line  17,  to  leave  out  the  word 
•  tobacco.'*'— {itfr.  William  Bedmand), 

Question  put,  '*  That  the  word  '  to- 
bacco stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  280  ;  Noes, 
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Mb.  CHARLES  M* ARTHUR  (Liver- 
pool, Exchange)  moved  an  Amend- 
ment to  Clause  6,  the  net  effect  of 
which  he  said  would  be  to  increase  the 
percentage  of  moisture  allowed  in  the 
manufacture  of  tobacco  from  30  to  32 
per  cent.  Previous  to  1898  the  per- 
centage allowed  was  35,  and  it  was  then 
reduced  to  30.  That  30  per  cent,  was 
not  all  added  moisture,  as  there  was 
U  per  cent,  of  natural  moisture  in  the 
leaf  tobacco.  The  manufacturers,  how- 
ever, could  not  work  up  to  the  full 
limit  of  the  percentage,  as  the  moisture 
could  not  be  equally  distributed;  they 
had  to  be  prepared  for  an  inspector 
pouncing  upon  them,  and  if  in  any  part 
of  the  tobacco  more  than  30  per  cent. 
of  moisture  was  found  they  were  liable 
to  heavy  penalties.  They  had,  therefore, 
to  work  up  to  about  28  per  cent.  only. 
This  fact,  taken  in  connection  with  the 
alteration  in  the  scale  of  duty,  put  the 
trade  in  a  worse  position  to  the  extent 
of  a  penny  per  pound  than  they  were  in 
before  1898.  The  intention  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  was  doubtless 
that  they  should  be  in  the  same  position 
as  before,  but  that  result  had  not  been 
obtained.  Experience  had  shown  that 
under  these  conditions  the  trade  could 
not  produce  a  proper  article  for  the  price. 
The  retail  price  of  the  commoner  kinds 
of  tobacco  had  been  fixed  by  long  usage 
at  3d  per  ounce,  but  owing  to  the  circum- 
stances to  which  he  referred  it  was 
impossible  to  produce  a  proper  article 
to  sell  at  that  price.  He  had  in  his 
hand  memorials  signed  by  123  firms, 
representing  the  entire  trade  over  the 
whole  of  the  United  Kingdom,  setting 
forth  these  facts  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
That  was  the  opinion  of  the  trade,  and 
this  Amendment  expressed  that  opinion. 
In  his  view  it  would  be  a  reasonable 
alteration  to  make  in  the  scale,  and  the 
effect  of  the  Amendment  would  be  to 
restore  the  manufacturers  to  the  position 
they  were  in  in  the  year  1898,  and  it 
^ould  also  make  it  better. for  the  public 


at  large  by  giving  them  a  better  article 
at  the  same  price. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  3,  line  24,  after  the  word  *  one,* 
to  insert  the  words  *  During  the  continuance 
of  the  siad  additional  duty  on  tobacco,  section 
two  of  The  Finance  Act,  1898,  shall  be  read  as 
if  thirty -two  per  centum  were  substituted  for 
thirty  per  centum.*' — (Jfr.  Charles  M* Arthur.) 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.)  said  that 
surely  they  ought  to  have  had  a  serious 
Amendment  of  this  character  upon  the 
Committee  stage.  At  first  blush  it 
seemed  to  him  to  be  an  Amendment 
entirely  in  favour  of  the  manufacturers, 
and  he  thought  it  would  be  a  very  con- 
siderable disadvantage  to  the  consumer. 
The  manufacturer  would  be  able  to  put 
more  water  into  his  tobacco,  and  if 
anybody  lost  by  that  it  would  be  the 
consumer.  It  was  highly  inconvenient 
;  to  bring  forward  an  Amendment  of 
this  kind  upon  the  Report  stage,  for 
it  was  never  referred  to  in  Committee, 
and  they  were  now  only  hearing  one 
side  of  the  question.  He  hoped  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  not 
;  accept  the  Amendment  unless  he  was 
able  to  give  some  very  strong  reasons 
for  doing  so. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar) :  I  hope  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  before  he  accepts  this 
Amendment  will  consider  it  very  carefully. 

\  If  it  is  accepted  it  will  effect  a  very  con- 
siderable alteration  in  the  tobacco  trade. 

1 1  do  not  know  enough  about  the  techni- 

'  calities  of  the  trade  to  say  whether  this 
Amendment  is  a  good  one  or  not,  but  it 

,  is  very  inconvenient  that  this  Amend- 
ment should  be  introduced  on  the 
Report  stage,  and  also  without  appearing 

'  on  the  Paper  at  all.     If  the  right  hon. 

!  Gentleman    finds    that    there    is   some 

I  justice  in  the  Amendment,  perhaps  next 
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year  it  would  be  advisable  for  him  to  | 
consider  the  question  upon  its  merits.  I 
I  enter  my  protest  against  an  Amend- 1 
ment  of  this  kind  being  introduced  upon  I 
the   Report   stage,    and   without   being 
printed,  for  the  Report  stage  is  usually 
devoted  to  the  consideration  of  matters  I 
which  are  unimportant  and  not  contro- 1 
versial.     I    never    heard    before    of    a 
substantial    Amendment    of    this    kind 
being  introduced  upon  the  Report  stage. 

Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  :  It  is  not  my 
hon.  friend's  fault  that  he  finds  himself 
in  a  position  in  which  he  is  not  able  to . 
give  the  usual  notice  of  his  Amendment.  | 
I  think,  however,  that  there  is  much  force 
in  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  i 
who  has  just  sat  down,  and  also  in  the 
objections   of  the   hon.    Member   below 
the  gangway.   Under  these  circumstances 
I  think  it  would  be  the  best  course  if  my 
hon.  friend  will  not  press  his  Amend- 
ment now. 

Mr.  CHARLES  M' ARTHUR:  I  beg 
leave  to  withdraw  my  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave;  withdrawn. 

Mr.  O'xMARA  (Kilkenny,  S.)  moved 
to  leave  out  Clause  6,  as  a  protest  against 
the  duty  upon  Irish  whisky.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  made 
no  concessions  at  all  in  response  to  the 
appeals  made  to  him  from  the  Irish 
Benches. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  7,  to  leave  out  Clause  6." — 
{Mr,  O'Mara,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
BiU.'^ 

Mr.  FLYNN  said  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  was  well  aware  of  their  views 
with  regard  to  the  tax  upon  spirits.     It 


was  well  known  that  they  would  never 
get  anything  from  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  unless  they  kept  pegging 
away.  They  were  being  taxed  upon 
spirits  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  value 
of  the  article.  During  a  recent  debate 
he  had  proved  that  spirits  in  Ireland 
were  taxed  to  the  extent  of  between 
two-thirds  and  three-fourths  of  the 
entire  value  of  the  article,  while  beer 
was  only  taxed  to  the  extent  of  between 
one-fifth  and  one-sixth.  Under  these 
circumstances  they  had  no  alternative 
but  to  move  the  rejection  of  the  clause. 
It  was  a  matter  of  common  knowledge 
that  this  enormous  duty  upon  spirits 
placed  a  new,  fiery,  and  immature  spirit 
on  the  market,  because  it  would  take  a 
large  quantity  of  water,  and  there  was 
a  temptation  to  keep  whisky  under 
twelve  months  in  bond,  which  was  most 
deleterious  to  the  consumer  and  profit- 
able to  the  distiller.  Whisky  which  was 
properly  distilled  from  good  malt  was  a 
wholesome  beverage,  but  its  production 
and  sale  were  being  severely  crushed  by 
this  heavy  tax.  Within  the  last  half 
century  the  tax  on  whisky  had  increased 
by  some  400  per  cent.,  and  he  protested 
against  this  tax  upon  whisky  as  being 
most  excessive  and  burdensome. 

Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S. )  said  it  was 
evidently  the  idea  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  that  beer  and  spirits  should 
be  taxed  out  of  existence,  although  they 
were  the  national  drinks  of  this  country 
before  foreign  beverages  were  intro- 
duced. When  the  people  in  olden  times 
used  to  live  on  beer  and  spirits  and 
home-made  bread  they  were  a  far  better 
race  of  people  than  the  race  which 
existed  at  the  present  time,  which  was 
being  fed  on  tea  from  China  and  food 
supphes  from  other  parts  of  the  world. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  273 ;  Noe?, 
55.     (Division  List  No.  327.) 


Acland-Hood,  Capt.  Sir  A.  F. 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Allan,  William  (Qateshead) 
Allen,  CharleflP.  ( Glouc. ,  Stroud 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 

Mr,  Sydney  Buxton, 


AYES. 

Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Atkinson,  Et  Hon.  John 


Bagot,  Capt.  JoscelineFitzRoy 
BaUey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balfour,RtHon.A.  J.  (Manch'r 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Hornsey 
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Balfoiir,RtHn-GeraldW4Leed8 
Balfour,MajKR.(Chri8tchurch 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
-Bathurst,  Hn.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beach,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.  (Bristol) 
Beach,  Rt,Hn.W.W.B.(Hant8.) 
^Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bigwood,  James 
Bill,  Charles 

Black,  Alexander  William 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bolton,  Thomas  DoUing 
3o8caweD,  Arthur  Grimth- 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brigg,  John 

Brodi-ick,  Rt.  Hn.  St  John 
3rookfield,  Colonel  Montagu 
Brown,  George  M.( Edinburgh) 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Bull,  William  James 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Bardett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Buxton,  Sydney^  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
Cautley,  Henry  St  rot  her 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
CaTendi8h,W.C.W,(Derbyshire 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  WiUiam 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Cbamberlain,Rt.Hon.  J.(  Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  Austen(Worc'r 
Ohanning,  Francis  Allston 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Church^,  Winston  S  pencer 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
CoUings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Chas.  Ewd.  H.  Athole 
Colville,  John 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett,  A.Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
CrosBley,  Sir  Savile 
I>alrymple,  Sir  Charles 
DavieSjM.  Vaughan-(Cardigan 
Dewar,  JohnA.(Invemess-sh.) 
I>i8racli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Itongton,  Sir  John  Edward 
J>ouglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark.) 
Doxford,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Duming-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Dyke,  Rt.Hon.SirWiUiamHart 
Edwards,  Frank 
Egerton,  Hon-  R.  de  Tatton 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan 
^ellowes,  Hn.  Ailwrn  Edward 
Eergu88on3t.Hn.SirJ(Manc'r 
Keldon,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  George  H. 
P«ilay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
f  iahor,  William  Hayes 
Rtaroy,Hon.EdwardAlgernon 
|or8ter,  Henry  William 
'Poster.PhillipsS.CWarwiek.SW 
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'  Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
!  Furness,  Sir  Christopher 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
I  Garfit,  William 
I  Gladstone,RtHn.HerbertJohn 
■  Goddard,  Daniel  Ford  i 

'  Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Frederick  I 
I  Gordon,  Hn.  J. E.  (Elgin&Nairn 
I  Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,   S  ) 
^  Gordon,Maj  Evans- (T'rHmlets 
Gore.HnG.R.C.Ormsby-(Salop 
Gore,Hon.  S.F.Ormsby-(Linc.) 
'  Gorst.Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,Hon.  George  Joachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,SirEW(B'ry&Edm'nds 
I  Grenfell,  William  Henry 
I  Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
I  Groves,  James  Grimble 
\  Hain,  Edward 
•  Hambro,  Charles  Eric 
1  Hamilton,Rt.Hn.LdG.(Midd'x 
,  Hamilton,Marq.of(L'nd*nd'rry 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  Robert  W. 
1  Harms  worth,  R.  Leicester 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hajme,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
I  Heath,  Jas.  (Staffords.,  N.W.) 
Helder,  Augustus 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
'  Her mon- Hodge,  Robert  T. 
Hoare,  Ed  w.  Brodie(Hampstead 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  C.  E.  H.  (Bristol,E.) 
i  Hobhouse,  Henry(Somerset,E. 
I  Holland,  William  Henry 

Hope,  J.F.(  Sheffield,  Brightside 
j  Hope.  John  Deams  (Fife,  W.) 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Hutton,  John  (Yorks,  N.R.) 
t  Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
I  Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  David  B.  (Swansea) 
;  Jones, William(Carnarvonshire 
i  Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
t  Kenyon,  Hon.  G.  T.  (Denbigh 
t  Kenyon-Slaney.Col.W.  (Salop.) 
I  Keswick,  WilHam 

Knowles,  I,ees 
I  Lambert,  George 
Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  W. 
;  Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
I  Lawson,  John  Grant 
'  Lee, Arthur H.(Hant8.,Fareh*m 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
I  Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
I  Leigh -Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leveson-Gower,Frederick  N.S. 
Levy,  Maurice 

Long  ,Col.  Charles  W.  (Evesham) 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Briatol,  S.) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brovmlee 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lucas,  CoL  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Lucas,ReginaldJ.  ( Portsmouth) 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M* Arthur,  William  iCornwall) 
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M'Calmont,Col.H.L.B.(Camb8 
M*Kenna,  Reginald 
M*Killop, James  (Stirlingshire) 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Maxwell,  W.J.  H.(  Dumfrieshire 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Moon,  £dward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,  David  J.  ^Walthm'w 
Morgan,  Hn.Fred.(Monm*thsh 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morris,Hon.  Martin  Henry  F. 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  ArthurH.A.(Deptford 

I    Morton,  Edw.J.C.(Devonport) 

I    Mount,  Wm.  Arthur 

I    Murray,Rt.HnAGraham(Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Newdigate,  Francis  Alexander 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Norton,  Capt.  William  Cecil 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease,  Her  ber  tPike  ( Darlin  gton 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 
Peel,Hn.Wm.Robert  Wellesley 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Price,  Robert  John 
Purvis,  Robert 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Ratcliff,  R.  F. 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Renmant,  James  Farquhar son 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  George 
Ridley  ,Hon.M.W.(Stalybridge 
Ridley,  S.Forde(BethnalGreen 
Ritchie,Rt.Hon.ChasThomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Round,  James 
Russell,  T.  W. 

SackviUe,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Seely,Capt.J.E.B.(IsleofWight 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,CaptJoh'n(  Forfarshire 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  AbelH.(Hertford,Ea8t) 
Smith ,  HC(  North' mb-Tyneside 
Smi  th ,  JamesPar  ker  ( Lanarks. ) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Scares,  Ernest  J. 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Spencer,Rt.Hn.CR(Northants 
Stanley,  Hn.Arthu 
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Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset) ; 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.)  I 

Stewart,  Sir  MarkJ.M'Taggart 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Thomas,F.Freeman-(  Hastings) 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollenaache,  Henry  James 
Tomkinson,  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Vale^tia,  Viscount 
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Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webb,  Colonel  William  George 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley(York,E.R.) 
Wilson,  Chas.  Henry  (Hull, W.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
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Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hn.E.R.  (Bath) 
Wolff  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Younger,  William 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,N.  E.) 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Boland,  John 

Burke,  E.  Haviland- 
' Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Carew,  James  Laurence 

Clancy*  John  Joseph 

Condon,  Thomas  th>seph 
•Crean,  Eugene 

Cullinan,  J. 

Davies,  Alfred  (([Carmarthen) 

Delany,  William 

Dillon,  John 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Duffy,  William  J. 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 
•  Gilhooly,  James 

Hammond,  John 


NOES. 

Hay  den,  John  Patrick 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Joyce,  Michael 
Leamy,  Edmund 
Lundon,  "W. 

MsK^Donnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M*KiUop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Murnaghan,  George 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nolan,Col.John  P.(Galway,N.) 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
O'Brien,  Kendal(TipperaryMid 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O 'Con  nor,  James  (Wicklow,W.) 
O'DonneU,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 


1  O'Dowd,  John 

O'KeUy,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
'   O'Malley,  William 
I    O'Mara,  James 
I   O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 

O'Shee,  James  John 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Reddy,  M. 
I    Redmond,  John  E.  ^Waterfordi 
'   Redmond,  W^illiam  (Clare) 

Roche,  John 

Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 

Sullivan,  Donal 
1   TuUy,  Jasper  ( 

'    White,Patrick  (Meath,  North) 

Tellers    for     the    Noes.— 
Sir  Thomas   Esmonde  and 
I       Captain  Donelan. 


Other  Amendments  made  on  Clause 
12— 

*Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.)  moved  the  Amendment  of  which  he 
had  given  notice.  His  desire  was  to  give 
a  moderate  relief  to  all  the  smaller  classes 
of  income-tax  payers,  who,  it  seemed  to 
him,  had  a  claim  on  the  attention  of  the 
House,  as  well  as  those  other  classes 
whose  interests  had  been  so  strongly  and 
reasonably  advocated  in  the  course  of 
the  debate  upon  the  coal  and  the  sugar 
taxes.  In  1894,  in  his  Budget  speech, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Monmouth  put  the  reasons 
for  the  present  Amendment  in  the 
strongest  possible  way.     He  then  said — 

*'  I  have  always  felt,  and  it  b  a  universal 
.  sentiment,  that  if  the  income  tax  is  to  be  main- 
tained at  a  high  figure,  and  the  present  rate  of 
expenditure  holds  out  little  hope  of  reduction, 
we  should  make  some  attempt  to  adjust  its 
,  pressure  so  as  to  make  it  less  intolerable  to 
those  who  are  less  able  to  bear  it.  Everybody 
must  agree  that  the  pressure  of  the  income  tax 
.  is  most  severe  upon  the  class  of  men  of  small 
^ means  and  very  moderate  incomes." 


At  that  time  the  income  tax  stood  at  7d., 
and  was  increased  to  8d.,  and  out  of  the 
yield  of  that  extra  penny  no  less  than 
£840,000  were  given  back  to  the  smaller 
income-tax  payers  in  the  extension 
of  the  abatements.  The  principle,  of 
abatements  was  further  extended  in 
1898  by  the  present  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  so  that  this  was  no 
new  principle.  The  principle  had  al- 
ready been  twice  adopted  by  the  House, 
and  it  was  the  only  method  by  which 
relief  could  be  given  to  this  particular 
class.  But  when  the  remissions  to  which 
he'had  referred  were  made,  the  tax  stood 
at  only  7d.  or  8d.,  whereas  it  had  now 
reached  Is.  2d.,  with  a  possibiUty  of  it 
going  to  Is.  4d.  or  even  Is.  6d.,  and  a 
certainty  that  it  would  remain  for  a 
number  of  years  at  this  high  rate.  1^ 
therefore  the  arguments  held  good  when 
the  tax  stood  at  the  lower  figure,  they 
were  greatly  strengthened  now  that  the 
tax  was  nearly  twice  the  amount  Every 
penny  added  to  the  income  tax  meant 
a  greater  pressure  on  the  small  man, 
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and  a  relatively  increasing  pressure  on 
the  small  man  as  compared  with  the 
wealthier  taxpayers.     He  admitted  that 
it  was  impossible  to  arrive  at  any  equit- 
able and  exact  adjustment  of  the  burdens 
of  taxation,  but  the  further  graduations 
of  mcomes  which  he  now  proposed  would 
afford  a  fair  opportunity  of  giving  some 
small    relief.     Doubtless    some     classes 
of  small  income-tax  payers  had  benefited 
to  acme  extent  by  the  great  expenditure 
in  connection  with  the  war,  but  at  the 
same  time  they  had  to  meet  heavy  expen- 
diture in  other  directions,  and  in  a  short 
time  their  position  would   be  as  disas- 
trous as  that  of  others.  For  ordinary  cases 
of  small  professional  and  trading  incomes 
dependent  upon  personal  effort,  and  en- 
durance of   health  and  mental  powers, 
the  sudden  and  vast  increase  had  become 
a  tremendous  burden.     The  increase  fell 
on  these  small  incomes  under  £1,000  a 
year  in  almost  geometric  proportion  as 
compared    with    the    effect    on     large 
incomes.     Then,    again,   there    were    a 
vast  number  of  persons  with  small  in- 
comes— ladies,     retired    officers,    profes- 
sional men,    and   others — for   whom   a 
feeling   of    consideration    ought    to    be 
shown,  and  the  Chancellor    of   the   Ex- 
chequer, by  accepting  this  Amendment, 
would  be  doing  to  them  a  just  and  kindly 
action.    The  change  would  not  be  of  an 
exceedingly  costly  character.     The  altera- 
tions of  1894,  which  were  of  a  much  more 
extensive    nature,    cost    £840,000,    Hut 
those  of   1898   cost   the   revenue   only 
£100,000.     He  did  not  adopt  the  theory 
that  people  should   be  taxed  according 
to  their   opinions.     Some    of   his    hon. 
Wends  were  anxious  to  tax   everyone 
who  had  expressed  opinions  in  favour 
of  the  war.     Such    opinions,    however, 
had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
question  of  taxation.     If  the  burdens  of 
the  country  increased,  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  House  to  consider  the  incidence  of 
taxation  absolutely  on  its  merits,  and  to 
have  a  considerate  regard  for  those  on 
whom  the  taxation  fell  with  the  greatest 
^verity.     He  had  not  the  official  figures 
before  him    as    to  the    loss   which   the 
Revenue  would  sustain  by  the  abatements 
he  suggested.     He  hoped  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  would  be  able  to  regard 
the  suggestions  he  had  made  with  favour. 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  unable 
^  do  anything  in  this  direction  at  the 


{11  July  1901}  Bill  20G: 

present  moment  he  trusted  that  he  would 
consider  his  suggestions  favourably  in 
the  coming  session* 


Amendment  proposed — 

"In  pa§e  6,  line  31,  after  the  word*  two- 
pence,' to  insert  the  words — 

*(2)  Any  individual  who  having  been 
assessed  or  charged  to  income  tax  or  having 
paid  income  tax  either  b^  deduction  or  other- 
wise claims  and  proves  in  manner  prescribed 
by  the  Income  Tax  Acts  that  his  total  income 
from  all  sources,  although  exceeding  two 
hundred  pounds,  does  not  exceed  eight 
hundred  and  seven tjr- five  pounds,  shall  be  en- 
titled to  relief  from  income  tax  equal— 

(a)  if  his  total  income  does  not  exceed  five 
hundred  pounds,  to  the  amount  of  income 
tax  upon  two  hundred  pounds  ;  and 

(b)  if  his  total  income  exceeds  five  hundred 
pounds  and  does  not  exceed  six  hundred 
and  twenty-five  pounds,  to  the  amount  of 
the  income  tax  upon  one  hundred  and. 
eighty  pounds ;  and 

(c)  if  his  total  income  exceeds  six  hundreil- 
aud  twenty-five  pounds  and  does  not 
exceed  seven  hundiW  and  fifty  pounds,  to 
the  amount  of  the  income  tax  upon  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  ;  and 

(d)  if  his  total  income  exceeds  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds  and  does  not  exceed  eiglit 
hundrf*d  and  seventy -five  pounds,  to  the 
amount  of  income  tax  upon  eighty-seven 
pounds ; 

and  such  relief  shall  be  given  either  by  reduc- 
tion of  the  assessment  or  by  repayment  of  the 
excess  which  has  been  paid,  or  by  both  of  those 
means,  as  the  case  may  require.'  " — {Mr.  Chan- 
ning.) 


Question  proposed, 
be  there  inserted.'* 


That  those  words 


*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  When  this 
clause  was  in  Committee  we  discussed 
fully  the  proposals  made  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Northamptonshire,  and  I 
expressed  my  views  upon  thegeneral  ques- 
tion, and  I  will  not  repeat  them  to-night. 
I  find  it  quite  impossible  to  attempt  any 
dealing  with  the  income  tax  in  this  direc- 
tion in  the  present  year.  It  may  be 
that  in  future  consideration  would  have  to 
be  given  to  the  position  of  the  poorer 
persons  who  were  subject  to  the  income 
tax,  but  I  do  not  care  to  enter  into  that 
matter  to-night.  There  is,  however,  one- 
point  in  the  proposed  Amendment 
which  I  trust  the  House  of  Commons 
will  never  agree  to.  The  hon.  Member 
proposes  to  extend  the  limit  of  total 
exemption   from  £160   to  £2 
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had  my  way  I  would  much  sooner  lower 
the  limit  of  exemption  than  increase  it, 
for  taxation  is  far  harder  on  the  persons 
who  are  just  above  the  limit  than  upon 
those  who  are  just  below  it.  The  hon. 
Member  proposes  to  raise  the  amount  of 
abatement  upon  smaller  incomes  by 
twenty-five  per  cent,  throughout  until 
he  reaches  £870.  I  can  only  say  in 
regard  to  this  proposal  that  I  do  not 
thmk  the  hon.  Member  has  worked  out  a 
scheme  which  is  even  theoretically  perfect, 
and  I  cannot  agree  to  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  I  do  not 
intend  to  discuss  the  general  question, 
which  was  fully  considered  in  Committee, 
but  I  think  this  proposal  is  one  simply 
to  extend  the  principle  of  abatements, 
which  this  House  has  on  many  occasions 
assented  tp.  The  original  abatement 
was  allowed  upon  incomes  of  £100  and 
£150.  But  that  has  been  extended  to 
incomes  of  £700,  and  it  is  perfectly  clear 
that  there  is  no  reason  why  the  incomes 
of  £700  should  be  assisted,  while  larger 
amounts  have  to  pay  the  full  tax.  Upon 
the  general  principle  of  abatements  I 
agree  with  my  hon.  friend.  As  a 
general  principle,  I  am  in  favour  of 
the  increase  of  these  abatements,  be- 
cause it  appears  to  anybody  who   has 


given  the  matter  any  consideration  that 
it  is  the  small  class  of  income-tax  payers 
who  suflfer  the  most.  I  agree  with  what 
the  Chancellor  has  said  in  regard  to  the 
extension  of  the  limit  of  exemption. 

Mr.  FLYNN  thought  that  if  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could  not 
accept  this  Amendment  he  might  hi 
least  give  them  some  indication  that  he- 
would  take  into  account  an  increase  in 
the  income  tax.  As  regarded  abate- 
ments, he  did  not  think  the  hon.  Member 
had  gone  far  enough.  It  was  much  to 
be  regretted  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  not  promised  to  do  some- 
thing in  this  direction,  if  not  this  year 
at  any  rate  in  future  years.  The  income 
tax  was  a  great  burden  upon  small 
traders  and  struggling, professional  men, 
who  had  to  maintain  their  families  and 
keep  up  a  good  appearance,  and  if  the 
income  tax  was  increased  it  would  be 
intolerable  to  those  people  with  small 
incomes.  If  his  hon.  friend  went  to  a 
division  he  should  support  his  Amend- 
ment. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :  Ayes,  90  ;  Noes. 
184.     (Division  List  No.  328.) 


Abraham,  William(Cork,N.E.) 

Allen,CharlesP.(Glouc., Stroud 

Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 

Black,  Alexander  William 

Boland,  John 

Brigg,  John 

Brown,  GeorgeM.(  Edinburgh) 

Burke,  E.  Haviland- 

Caldwell,  James 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Carew,  James  Laurence 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Colville,  John 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crean,  Eugene 

Cullinan,  J. 

Delany,  William 

l)ewar,  John  A.(InverneBs-sh. 

Dillon,  John 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Duffy,  William  J. 

Edwards,  Frank 

Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 

Evan8,SamuelT. (Glamorgan) , 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 


AYES. 

FuUer,J.  M.  F. 
Gilhooly,  James 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Hammond,  John 
Haydon,  John  Patrick 
Havne,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  Seale- 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  W.) 
Jones,  David  B.  (Swansea) 
Jones,  WUliami  Carnarvonshire 
Joyce,  Michael 
Lambert,  George 
Leamy,  Edmund 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A* 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Murnaghan,  George 
Murphy,  J. 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nolan,Col.  John  P.(Galway,N.) 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
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Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
O*  Brien,  Kendal^  Tipperary.Miifi 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkennv) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.^ 
O'Connor,  James  ( Wicklow,  W.  Y 
O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Malley,  William 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
0*Shee,  James  John 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saflron  Waldenv 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  iWaterford> 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Rigg,  Richard 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Thomas,DavidAlfred  (Mertiiyr 
Thomas, F.  Freeman- (Hastings 
Tul] 
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Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  George  (Norfolk)^ 
Wme,  Patrick  (Meath,  North 
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Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Woodhou8e,SirJT(Hudder8rd) 
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Tellers  for  the  Ayes — Mr. 
Channing  and  Mr.  Edward 
Morton. 


Adand-Hood,  Capt  Sir  A.  F. 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tjrnte 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
ArroU  Sir  William 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Atkinson,  Rt^  Hon.  John 

Bagot,  Capt.  Joeceline  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Ck>lonel  James  Robert 
BaKour,Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.(Manc'r) 
Balfour,  Capt.C.  B.  (Hornsey) 
Balfour,  Rt  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds) 
Balfour,  Maj.  K.  R.  (Christoh.) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Batharst,  Hon.  A.  Benjamin 
Beach,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.rBristol) 
Beach.  Rt.Hn.W.W.B.(Hants.) 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Blund^l^  Colonel  Heniy 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Grimth- 
Braaaey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Botcher,  John  George 

Oarlile,  William  Walter 
Ckutley,  Henry  Strother 
CaTendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
CaYendi8h,V.C.W.(Derbyshire 
Cayier,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.Hn.J.(Birm.) 
Chamberlain,  J  Austen(Worc'r) 
Chapman,  Eldward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
CharchiU,  Winston  Spencer 
CoUings,  Rt  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Chas,  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron(Glasgow) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Crofisley,  Sir  Savile 

Dali^^mple,  Sir  Charles 
DaTieB,M.yaughan-(Car  digan ) 
l)iiraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
l^glas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doming-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
I>yke,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  William  H. 
Ggerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Kelden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Rnch,  Georse  H. 
Rnlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
^her,  William  Hayes 
Rtzroy,  Hon.  EdwardAlger  non 
Porster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  P.  S.  (Warwick,  S.W.) 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Codson,  Sir  Augustus  Fred. 
Qordon,Hn.J.E.(Elgin&  Nairn 


NOES. 

Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  S.) 
Gordon,MajEvan8.(T'rH*mlet8 
Gore,Hn.G.R.COrm8by  (Salop 
Gore,Hon.S.F.Ormsby-  (Lino.) 
Goschen,  Hon.GeorgeJoachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,SirEW(B*ryS.Edm'nds 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Greyille,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  James  Grimble 

Hain,  Edward 
Hambro,  Charles  Eric 
Hamaton.RtHnLordG(Midd'x 
Hanbury,Rt.  Hon.RobertWm . 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,  James(Staflfords,N.W.) 
Holder,  Augustus 
Hobhouse,  fienry(Somerset,E. 
Hope,J.F.(Sheffield,Brightside 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Joicey,  Sir  James 

Kenyon,Hon.Geo.T.(  Denbigh. 
Kenyon-Slaney,CoL  W.  (Salop. 
Keswick,  William 
Knowles,  Lees 

Lambton,Hon.  Frederick Wm. 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Le^ge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leigh -Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leveson  Gower,Frederick  N.S 
Long,Col.CharlesW.(  Evesham) 
Long,Rt.Hn.Walter(Bristol,S.) 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lucas,  Col.  Franci8(Lowestoft) 
Lucas,Reginald  J.  (Portsm'th) 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 

Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M* Arthur,  (Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Calmont,Col.H.L.B.(Camb8. 
M'Killop,  James(  Stirlingshire) 
Majendie,  James  A.  E 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Maxwell,  W.J.H(Dumfries8hire 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon^ 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,David J(  Walthamstow 
Morgan,  Hn.Fred.  (Monm*thsh. 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morris,  Hon.  Martin  Henry  F. 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray  ,Rt.  HnAGraham(Bute 
Murray,  CJharles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 

Newdigate,  Francis  Alexander 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 

Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Parker,  GUbert 
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Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease,HerbertPike(  Darlington 
Peel,Hn.Wm.  Robert  Wellesl^ 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
RatcUff,  R.  F. 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renwick,  George 
Ridley,Hon.M.W.(Stalybrid'ge) 
Ridley,S.Forde(BethnalGreen) 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Round,  James 
RusseU,  T.  W. 

Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Scott,  Su:  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Sedy,Capt.  J.KB.(l8leof  Wight 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  AbelH.(Hertford,East) 
Smith,HC(Northumb.,Tyne8d 
Smith,  James  Parker  (Lanarks. 
Smith,  Hon.  W.F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,Hn.  Arthur  ( Ormskiric 
Stanley,  Edward  J.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes) 
Stewart,Sir  Mark  J.M*Taggart 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  Jo£i  M. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webb,  Colonel  Wiliiam  George 
Went  worth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York,  KB. 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hon.E.R.  (BaCh 
Wortley,Rt.  Hn.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wyhe,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 


Tellers  for  the  Noes — Sir 
William  Walrond  and  Mr. 
Anstruther. 
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Mr.  O'MARA  moved  to  omit  Clause 
14.  He  believed  that  the  suspension  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  was  little  short  of  a 
national  calamity.  When  a  similar 
Amendment  was  moved  on  a  previous 
occasion  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer said  that  Consols  fell  in  value 
for  two  reasons.  One  was  that  all  other 
securities  had  also  fallen  in  value.  That, 
however,  was  not  the  case,  because  a 
reference  to  the  financial  columns  of  any 
newspaper  would  have  shown  that 
American  railway  securities,  for  instance, 
had  not  fallen  in  value,  and  that  the 
securities  of  such  doubtful  States  as 
Brazil,  the  Argentine,  and  others  had 
actually  risen.  The  French  and  Enghsh 
securities  had  not  fallen  to  any  such 
extent  as  English  Consols.  That  was  a 
very  important  thing  to  Ireland,  because 
when  the  Irish  land  question  came  to  be 
settled  next  year  the  value  of  Consols 
would  have  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it. 
It  made  the  settlement  of  the  land  ques- 
tion much  more  difficult  if  Consols  were 
at  80  instead  of  at  114.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  said  that  the  fall 
in  Consols  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
pubHc  had  begun  to  appreciate  that  they 
would  only  pay  2^  per  cent,  interest. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  showed 
a  very  poor  appreciation  of  those  who 
invested  in  Consols.  The  real  reason 
for  the  fall  was  because  the  suspension 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  had  depreciated 
the  price  of  Consols.  By  suspending  the 
Sinking  Fund  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  departed  from  a  well- 
established  practice.  During  the  French 
war  at  the  beginning  of  the  century 
whilst  this  country  was  piUng  up  hun- 
dreds of  milUons  of  debt  the  Sinking 
Fund  was  kept  in  constant  operation 
for  thirty-five  years.  During  the  Cri- 
mean War  the  Sinking  Fund  was  sus- 
pended for  only  two  years.  He  could 
not  understand  how  it  was  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  de- 
parted from  the  traditional  methods  of 
finance  in  this  country  in  time  of  war. 
It  was  stated  the  other  night  that  it  was 
a   fallacy   not   to   suspend  the   Sinking 


Fund  whilst  the  country  was  borrowing 
money.  All  he  had  to  ask  in  regard  to 
this  fallacy  was  that  it  had  been  tried 
successfully  for  thirty-five  years.  While 
the  Chancellor  was  borrowing  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Sinking  Fund  was  of  momen- 
tous importance,  because  it  showed  thai 
the  country  was  prepared  to  meet  iU 
indebtedness.  If  the  Sinking  Fund  had 
not  been  suspended  it  would  have  added 
greatly  to  the  credit  of  this  country, 
and  it  would  have  produced  a  feeUng  of 
security  in  the  public  mind,  and  it 
would  have  prevented  Consols  falUng  to 
their  present  low  price.  He  trusted 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  put  the  Sinking  Fund  into  opera- 
tion again  as  soon  as  possible. 

Amendment  proposed-  - 

**  In  page  7,  line  24,  to  leave  out  Clause  14." 
{Mr.  O'Mara.) 


Question  proposed,  **  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 


*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  When  the 
subject  was  considered  in  the  Committee 
stage  of  the  Bill  the  hon.  Member  oppo- 
site addressed  the  Committee  at  con- 
siderable length  upon  this  question,  and 
he  used  precisely  the  same  arguments 
as  he  has  placed  before  the  House  t(y 
night.  Those  hon.  Members  who  sit 
below  the  gangway  have  confined  their 
objections  at  this  stage  to  my  proposals  in 
very  short  speeches  and  to  divisioniJ. 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  we  shall  not  now 
be  asked  to  debate  this  matter  again, 
and  I  trust  that  if  hon.  Members  opposite 
object  to  the  suspension  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  they  will  content  themselves  by 
allowing  us  now  to  proceed  to  a  division. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  174  ;  Noes, 
68.     (Division  List  No.  329.) 


Afiland-HoodjCapt.  Sir  Alex.  F. 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 


AYES. 

Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bago t,  Capt.  Joscel  ine  F  itzRoy 


Bain,  Col.  James  Robert 
Balfour.RtHn.A.  J.  (Mancb'r 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Homfiev) 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.|G.  W.  (Leed? 
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Balfoar,MaiKK(Christchurch) 
Banbury,  Frederick  Greorge 
Batbunt,  Hon.  Allen  B. 
Beacli,RtHn.SirM.U.(Bri8tol) 
Bignold,  Arthnr 
Blundell,  Col.  Henry 
Boflcawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Braasey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 

Carlile,  William  Walter 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
CaTendiBh,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
ayeodish.V.  C.W.(Derby8h. 
CajTzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  H.  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hn.J.(Birm.) 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Chapman,  Edward 
ChamnBton,  Spencer 
Chnrcbill,  Winston  Spencer 
CoUings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  A. 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett,  A.  C.  (Glasgow) 
Cox,  Irwin  EdwardBainbridge 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 

Dahjmple,  Sir  Charles 
Daiie8,M.Vaiighan-(Cardigan 
Disraeli,  Conin^by  Ralph 
DorinKtun,  Sir  John  Edward 
DongJas.  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Durmng-Lawrence,Sir  Edwin 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  H. 

Edwards,  Frank 

Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 

FeUowes,Hon.  AilwynEdward 
Firlden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Geoi^ge  H. 
Rnlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Tisher,  William  Hayes 
Fitzroy,  Hon.  Edward  A. 
Foreter,  Henry  William 
Foster,  P.  S.  (Warwick,  S.W. 

Codson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
<>OTdon,Hn.  J.  £.(Elgin&Naim 
(lordon,  J.  (Londonderry,Sonth 
<iOTdon,Maj  Evans-(TrH'mrts 
Gore,  HnGRCOrmsby-(Salop) 
Cora,Hon.S.F.C)rmsby-  (Line. 
Gosehen,  Hon.  George  J. 
Couldii^,  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,SirEW(B'rySEdm'nds 
Oroves,  James  GnmWe 

Hain,  Edward 
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Hambro,  Charles  Erie 
Hamilton,RtHnLordG(Mid'x. 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hn.  Robt.  Wm. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
HaynOfRt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Heath,  Jas.(Staffords.,  N.W\)  . 
Holder,  Augustus  | 

Helme,  Nerval  Watson 
Hobhouse,  Hy.  (Somerset,  E.) 
Hope,  J.  F.  (Sheffield,  Brightsd. 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 

Kenyon,  Hn. Geo. T.( Denbigh) 
Kenyon-Slaney,Col.  W.  (Salop. 
Keswick,  William 
Knowles,  Lees 

Lambton,Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
LawsoD,  John  Grant  I 

Le|;ge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage       | 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leveson-Gower,  FredK.  N.  S. 
Long,  Col.  Chas.  W.  ( Evesham )  1 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.(  Bristol,  S.) 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lucas,  Col.Franci6(Loweetoft) 
Luca8,Reginald  J.  (Portsmouth 

Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M 'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M*Calmont,Col.  H.L.  B(Cambs 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M*Killop,  Jas.  (Stirlingshire) 
Maiendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Maxwell,  WJH(Dumfrie8shire 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Monta^,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,David  J.  ( Waltbams  V 
Morgan.Hn.  Fred(  M  onmth'sh. 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morris,  Hon.  Martin  Henry  F. 
Morrison,  Janes  Archibald 
Morton,  Edw.J.C.(Devonport) 
Mount,  Wm.  Arthur 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J. (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham(Batn) 

Newdigate,  Francis  Alex. 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 

Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 

Parker,  Gilbert 

Pease,  Herb.  Pike  ( Darlington ) 

Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Wiuden) 
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Peel,  Hn.  Wm.Robt.WeUesley 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 

Randies,  John  S. 
RatcliflF.  R.  F. 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Ren  wick,  George 
Ridley,Hn.  M.  W.  (Stalybridge) 
Ridley,  S.  F.  (Bethnal  Green) 
Rigg,  Richard 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  T. 
Robertson,  Herb.  (Hackney) 
Round,  James 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Seely,  Chas.  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Seely,Ca^t.  J.  E.B.(I.ofWight) 
Simeon,  s)ir  Barrington 
Smith,AbelH.(Hertford,East) 
Smith,H.C.(North'mb.,TyneB. 
Smith,James  Parker(Laiiark8) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Soares,  Ernest  •!. 
Spear  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  M'Ta, 
Stirling-MaxweU,  Sir  J. ' 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 

Thom  as,F.  Freeman-  ( Hastings 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
TomlinsoUjWm.  Edw. Murray 

Valentia,  Viscount 

Warde,  Col.  C.  E. 
Webb,  Col.  William  George 
Williams,Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  A.  S.  (Yorks,  E.  R.) 
Wilson,  John  ((TJasgow) 
Wodehouse,Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.  (Bath 
Wortley,Rt.  Hon.C.B.Stuart- 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstnither. 


NOES. 

Abfaham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.  E.)  Burke,  E.  Haviland- 
ADen,  C.  P.  (Glouc,  Stroud) 

I  Caldwell,  James 

Black,  Alexander  William  Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S. 

Boland,  John  Channins,  Francis  Allston 

Brigg,  John  Clancy,  John  Joneph 

Brown,George  M. (Edinburgh)  !  Colville,  John 


Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Crean,  Eugene 
Cnllinan,  J. 

Delany,  William 
Dillon,  John 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
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Adjournment  of 


Duflfy,  William  J. 

Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 

Ffrenoh,  Peter 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Gilhooly,  James 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Hammond,  John 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 

Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,David  Brynmor(Swan'sa 
Jones,  William  (Camarvons.) 
Joyce,  Michael 

Lambert,  George 
Leamy,  Edmund 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 


{COMMONS} 

Levy,  Maurice 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
M'Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
Mansfield,  Horace  Kendall 
Mumaghan,  George 
Murphy,  J. 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 

O'Brien,  K.  (Tipperary,  Mid) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  Jas.  (Wicklow,  W. ) 
O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry*,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
O'Malley,  William 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shee,  James  John 
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Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford 

Redmond,  William  (Clare) 

Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapcl) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sullivan,  Donal 

Thomas,  Davil  A.  (Merthyr) 
Tully,  Jasper 

Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,Patrick  (Meath,North) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  Thomas  Esmonds  snd 
Captain  Donelan. 


Mr.  M*KENNA  said  he  desired  to  i 
move  the  Amendment  of  which  he  had 
given  notice  in  an  altered  form  in  order  i 
to  meet  the  views  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer.  Through  the  addition 
of  the  last  proviso  the  Amendment  did 
not  go  quite  so  far  as  he  would  have 
wished,  but  at  that  late  hour  of  the  sitting 
he  would  not  detain  the  House  by  going 
further  into  the  matter.  He  begged 
formally  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  Tn  pa^  10,  line  16,  to  add  the  words,  '  6. 
In  the  event  of  coal  duty  being  paid  by  a 
eoUiery  proprietor  upon  coal  sold  by  him  free 
on  board  to  a  purchaser  in  pursuance  of  a  con- 
tract made  before  the  nineteenth  day  of  April, 
nineteen  hundred  and  one,  the  seller  may,  in 
the  absence  of  a^eement  to  the  contrary, 
recover  as  an  addition  to  the  contract  price  of 
the  coal  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount  of  duty  so 
paid,  unless  the  purchaser  shows  that  the  coal 
has  been  applied  for  the  purpose  of  fulfilling  a 
contract  made  by  him  before  the  nineteenth 
day  of  April,  nineteen  hundred  and  one,  for  the 
MiH  of  tne  coal  at  a  specified  price.*  "—Mr, 
M'Kenna, 

Question  proposed,  **That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  I  am  quite 
prepared  to  accept  the  Amendment  in 
this  form. 

Mr.  BRYNMOR  JONES  said  that 
the  objections  which  at  an  earUer  stage 
he  had  urged  against  the  whole  of  the 
fourth  schSule  had  not  been  met.  The 
schedule  incorporated  clauses  of  an  Act 


of  Parliament  obviously  directed  to  the 
question  of  import  duties,  whereas  the 
House  was  now  dealing  with  export 
duties.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  very 
fairly  said  that  if  he  (the  hon.  Member) 
would  bring  up  certain  words  in  regard 
to  the  clauses  in  question  he  would  con- 
sider them.  The  matter,  however,  had 
been  so  hurriedly  pushed  forward  that 
he  had  had  really  no  opportunity  for 
consideration.  At  that  late  hour  he 
could  only  enter  his  protest  against  the 
manner  in  which  this  schedule  was 
being  rushed  through  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  As  he  had  already 
pointed  out,  the  schedule  gave  the  Trea- 
sury power  to  say  that  no  coal  should  be 
exported  from  Leith  or  Port  Talbot, 
under  Section  16  of  the  Customs  Con- 
sohdation  Act,  1876.  The  responsi- 
bihty,  however,  was  not  his,  but  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's. 

Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  said  the 
clauses  were  perfect^  capable  of 
being  worked.  In  fact,  they  were 
being  worked  at  the  present  moment. 
As  the  hon.  Member  knew,  the  export 
from  Neath  or  Port  Talbot  had  not  been 
stopped,  and  was  not  likely  to  be. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon 
Monday  next. 

Adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  afUr 
One  of  the  clock. 
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FrmUeBiU 
HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Friday,  I2th  July,  1901. 


TOOK  THE  OATH. 
The  Viscount  Cromer  took  the  Oath. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate  I 
from   the  Examiners    that    the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- ! 
ing  Bill  have  been  complied  with  : — 

Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  Wexford  Rail- 
way (New  Ross  and  Waterford 
Extension). 

And  the  Certificate  that  the  Standing 
Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill 
have  not  been  complied  with  : — 

Derby  Corporation. 

The  same  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

DERBY  CORPORATION  BILL. 
Examiner's    Certificate     of     non-com- 
pliance with    the  Standing  Orders    re- 
ferred to  the  Standing  Orders  Committee 
on  Friday  next. 

DUBLIN  (EQUALISATION  OF  RATES) 
BILL. 

BRADFORD  CORPORATION  BILL. 

METROPOLITAN    WATER  COMPANIES 
(AMENDMENT  OF  ACTS)  BILL. 

NORTH  BRITISH  RAILWAY  BILL, 
s     METROPOLITAN  RAILWAY  BILL. 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee, 
with  Amendments. 

LANCASHIRE  AND  YORKSHIRE  RAIL- 
WAY  (DEARNE  VALLEY  JUNCTION 
RAILWAYS)  BILL. 

The  King's  consent  signified  ;  and  Bill 
reported,  with  Ajnendments. 

BURTON-UPON-TRENT  CORPORATION 
BILL. 

Reported  with  Amendments. 

SHIPLEY  IMPROVEMENT  BILL. 
Report    of    His    Majesty's    Attorney 
Oeneral  received,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  Table. 

VOL  XCVII.      [Fourth  Series.] 
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SOUTH  METROPOLITAN  GAS  BILL. 
Reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
with  Amendments. 

LONDON  UNITED  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 
Moved,  That  the  order  made  on  the 
21st  day  of  March  last,  "  That  no  Private 
Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons 
shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  Thurs- 
day, the  27th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dis- 
pensed with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now 
read  2^ ;  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2^  accord- 
ingly and  committed  ;  the  Committee  to 
be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion. 

CITY  AND  BRIXTON  RAILWAY  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

Read  3^,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

TOTTENHAM        AND         HAMPSTEAD 
JUNCTION  RAILWAY  BILL. 

YORKSHIRE  ELECTRIC   POWER  BILL. 
CALEDONLiN  RAILWAY    BILL. 
Read   3^  with  the    Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

AIRE  AND  CALDER  NAVIGATION  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

SOUTH     WESTERN     AND      ISLE      OF 
WIGHT   JUNCTION    RAILWAY    BILL 

[H.L.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 
to,  with  Amendments ;  the  said 
Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

STROUD  GAS  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

SWANSEA  HARBOUR  BILL. 

RHYL  IMPROVEMENT  BILL. 

PAISLEY   POLICE  AND  PUBLIC 
HEALTH    BILL. 

STALYBRIDGE.  HYDE,  MOSSLEY,  AND 
DUKINFIELD        TRAMWAYS       AND 
I      ELECTRICITY  BOARD  BILL. 

I  STRATFORD-UPON-AVON,  TOWCES- 
I  TER,  AND  MIDLAND  JUNCTION, 
i  EAST  AND  WEST  JUNCTION,  AND 
'  EVESHAM,  REDDITCH,  AND  STRAT- 
I  FORD-UPON-AVON  JUNCTION  RAIL- 
'      WAY  COMPANIES  BILL. 

METROPOLITAN  DISTRICT  RAILWAY 
BILL. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  11)  BILL. 

I  LONDON  UNITED  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 
I  Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
j  tion,  That  the  following  Lords    be  pro- 
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Naval  Beseire 
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Establishment. 
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posed  to  the  House  to  form  the  Select 
Committee  for  the  consideration  of  the 
said  Bills  ;  viz. — 

E.  Munster, 

L.  Saltoun, 

L.  Ribblesdale  (chairman), 

L.  Headley, 

L.  Tredegar ; 
agreed  to  ;  and  the  said  Lords  appointed 
accordingly  ;  the  Committee  to  meet  on 
Tuesday  next,  at  Eleven  o'clock  ;  and  all 
petitions  referred  to  the  Committee, 
with  leave  to  the  petitioners  praying  to 
be  heard  by  counsel  against  the  Bills  to 
be  hcprd  as  desired,  as  also  counsel  for 
the  Bills. 

GLASGOW  CORPORATION  (TRAM- 
WAYS AND  GENERAL)  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER   CONFIRMATION    BILL  [H.L.]. 

A  Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order 
under  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure 
(Scotland)  Act,  1899,  relating  to  Glasgow- 
Corporation  (Tramways  and  General), 
was  presented  by  the  Lord  Balfour  ; 
read  1^  ;  to  be  printed ;  and  (pursuant  to 
the  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1899,  Section  7),  deemed  to 
have  been  read  2<*,  and  reported  from  the 
Committee.     (No.  163.) 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 

TREATY  SERIES,  No.  6  (1901). 
Convention  between  the  United  King- 
dom, and  the  United  States  of  America 
for  the  mutual  extradition  of  fugitive 
criminals,  signed  at  Washington,  13th 
December,  1900  (ratifications  exchanged 
at  Washington,  22nd  April,  1901). 

EXPLOSIVES  (EXPLOSION  AT  MESSRS. 
KYNOCH'S  FACTOR  Y,WORS  BOROUGH 
DALE,  NEAR  BARNSLEY). 

Report  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  by  Captain  J.  H. 
Thomson,  His  Majesty's  Chief  Inspector 
of  Explosives,  on  the  circumstances  at- 
tending an  explosion  which  occurred  in 
the  cartridge  press  house  at  the  factory  of 
Messrs.  Kynoch,  Limited,  at  Wors- 
borough  Dale,  near  Bamsley. 

Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

POLLING  DISTRICTS   (COUNTY  OF 
SURREY). 

Order  made  by  the  county  council  for 
the  county  of  Surrey,  altering  the  parlia- 


mentary polling  placefor  Nutfield polling 
district.  Laid  before  the  House  (pur- 
suant to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 


PLUMBERS     REGISTRATION    BILL 

[H.L.]. 

A  Bill  for  the  registration  of  plumbers. 
Was  presented  by  the  Lord  Glenesk ; 
read  1^  ;  to  be  pnnted ;  and  to  be  read 
2«on  Thursday  next.     (N"o.  161.) 

MARINE  INSURANCE  BILL  [H.L.]. 

A  Bill  for  codifying  the  law  relating  tch 
marine  insurance.  Was  presented  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor;  read  1*;  and  to  be- 
printed.     (No.  162.) 


TRIAL   OF  EARL  RUSSELL. 
Witnesses  ordered  to  attend  and   to- 
produce  documents. 


NAVAL  RESERVE  ESTABLISHMENT. 
♦Lord  BRASSEY  :  My  Lords,  in  calling 
attention  to  the  insufficient  strength  of 
the  Reserve  forces  of  the  Navy,  my  first 
duty  is  to  pay  a  just  tribute  of  praise. 
Our  continuous  service  system  has  raised 
the  permanent  establishments  to  the 
highest  standard  of  efficiency.  It  can- 
not provide  for  the  full  demands  of 
war.  It  is  necessary  to  have  the  power 
of  expansion  in  an  emergency.  No- 
nation  has  maintained  in  peace  the 
numbers  required  in  war.  That  is  what 
we  have  been  attempting  to  do.  The 
recent  increase  in  the  numbers  voted  for 
the  naval  service  was  little  anticipated 
by  those  who,  within  quite  recent  years,, 
have  been  responsible  for  the  adminis- 
tration. In  his  memorandum  of  189^1-2, 
Lord  George  Hamilton  wrote  as  follows — 

"  In  looking  ahead  to  the  increased  demands 
which  the  gradual  completion  of  the  new  ship- 
bailding  programme  will  make  upon  our 
manning  resource?,  I  have  endeavoured  t4i 
keep  in  view  and  combine  certain  definite^ 
objects.  It  seemed  to  me  to  be  quite  unitsa- 
Bonable  to  expect  that  the  whole  of  the  extra 
force  re(][uired  to  man,  three  vearn  henoe,  t>ur 
greatly  increased  fleet,  sbould  exclusively  eon- 
sUt  01  officers  and  men  on  the  permanent 
establibhments  of  the  Navy,  of  continuous 
service  and  entitled  to  pension.  I  was  there- 
fore anxious  to  associate  the  increase  of  the 
permanent  establishments  with  a  steady 
growth  in  the  numbers  and  efficiency  ol  the 
KoyiJ  Naval  Reserve.* 

Acting  on  the   principles  laid  down  in 
his  memorandum.  Lord  George  Hamilton 
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raised  the  personnel  of  the  Navy  to 
71,000.  He  proposed  gradually  to  work 
np  in  subsequent  years  to  a  total  of 
75,000.  Ten  years  only  have  elapsed, 
and  this  year  Parliament  has  voted,  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  Admiralty, 
no  less  than  119,000  men.  The  country 
is  fidly  resolved  to  maintain  a  strong  and 
well-manned  Navy.  Cordially  accepting 
the  national  policy,  I  do  not  urge  any 
reductions.  Looking,  however,  to  the 
future,  I  submit  that  it  may  not  be 
necessary  that  the  recent  rapid  increase 
in  the  number  of  men  should  be  continued 
in  future  years.  The  strength  of  the  perma- 
nent force  for  the  British  Navy  must  be 
determined  by  a  comparison  with  other 
Powers.  In  the  present  year  the  numbers 
maj  be  taken  for  the  French  Navy  at 
49,000,  for  Russia  45,000,  for  Germany 
•  under  30,000.  We  have  added  in  the 
last  ten  years  50,000  to  our  permanent 
foree,  as  against  12,000  for  the  French 
Navy.  Our  Votes  for  pay  and  victualling 
amount  for  the  present  year  to  some 
i8,000,OOO,  as  against  £2,640,000  for 
the  French  Navy.  We  have  to  add 
the  charge  for  retired  pay  which 
will  fall  on  future  Estimates.  When 
we  compare  our  numbers  and  con- 
trast our  expenditure  with  those  of 
foreign  Powers,  it  seems  fitting  to  review 
oar  policy  for  the  manning  of  the  Navy. 
We  have  to  take  care  that  we  do  not 
allow  the  permanent  establishments  of 
men  to  grow  perhaps  unduly,  and  the 
R^rves  to  decline  to  an  extent  which 
may  ultimately  prove  a  cause  of  weak- 
ness. The  'personnel  of  foreign  Powers  is 
l«s  considerable  than  ours  in  relation 
to  mathiel  because  they  rely  upon 
reserves  which  as  yet  we  have  ifailed  to 
raise  on  any  adequate  scale  for  the 
British  Navy.  Including  the  valuable 
force  which  the  Admiralty  has  lately 
organised  our  Reserves  number  in  all 
8ome  36,000  men.  Our  expendituie  on 
the  Reserve  is  under  £300,000.  In  com- 
parison with  the  Votes  for  the  permanent 
forces  the  Reserve  Vote  is  scanty.  The 
Inscription  Maritime,  the  creation  of 
Colbert,  gives  to  the  French  Navy  a 
muster  roll  of  more  than  100,000  men, 
of  whom  at  least  50,000  are  efifective. 
The  British  Reserves  should  not  be  less 
than  those  of  France;  we  have  many 
more  ships  to  man. 

A  large  permanent  force  is  essential — 
H  is  the  point  of  the  spear.  It  is  the 
only  source  from  which  specially  trained 


officers  and  men  can  be  supplied.  Sea- 
men and  stokers,  requiring  less  train- 
ing, can  and  should  be  obtained  in  an 
emergency  from  a  reserve  force.  With 
much  concern  it  must  be  admitted  that 
the  resources  we  formerly  possessed  for 
manning  the  Navy  from  the  Reserve  are 
failing.  British  seamen  hold  their  own 
in  the  fisheries  and  the  coasting  trade. 
In  the  over-sea  trade  they  are  rapidly 
disappearing.  The  falling  off  is  the  more 
deplorable  because  it  is  chiefly  among  the 
younger  men.  If  the  present  movement 
continues  unchecked  our  shipping  in  the 
over-sea  trade  will  shortly  be  manned 
mainly  by  foreigners,  not  always,  perhaps, 
under  the  command  of  British  officers.  Sir 
Charles  Dilke  has  lately  said,  in  addressing 
the  Shipmasters'  Society  — 

"  Their  secretary  had  investigated  the  com- 
position of  the  crews  of  half  the  transports  to 
South  Africa,  and  found  in  one  case  all  the  deck 
hands  and  firemen  were  foreigner?,  and  in  other 
cases  fourteen  out  of  sixteen,  fourteen  out  of 
nineteen,  and  nine  out  of  fourteen,  were  aliens. 
Moreover,  some  ships  were  commanded  by 
aliens,  and  he  need  hardly  point  out  the  diffi- 
culties which  might  arise,  and  the  serious 
results  that  might  occur,  through  such  a  stat? 
of  things,  if  we  were  at  war  with  any  great 
continental  Power." 

The  opening  up  of  the  Suez  Canal  route 
and  the  substitution  of  steam  for  sails, 
the  pay  (poor  in  comparison  with  the 
earnings  in  employments  on  shore),  and 
the  insufficient  number  of  boys  in  training 
— all  these  causes  have  led  to  the  diminu- 
tion in  the  number  of  British  seamen. 
Training  being  the  initial  step  in  any 
remedial  scheme,  I  will  deal  with  this 
point  first.  For  advice  we  must  look  to 
the  Commissions  and  Committees  which 
from  time  to  time  have  been  charged  by 
Parliament  with  the  duty  of  considering 
the  subject.  The  report  of  the  Royal 
Commission  on  the  Manning  of  the  Navy, 
to  whose  recommendations  we  owe  our 
existing  force  of  Royal  Naval  Reserve,  is 
still  the  leadinp'  authority.  The  Com- 
mission included  two  shipowners,  Mr. 
W.  S.  Lindsay  and  Mr.  Richard  Green. 
The  chairman  was  Lord  Hard  wick e. 
A  most  active  member  was  Lord  Card  well. 
To  him  is  due  the  signal  honour  of 
having  originated  the  plans  on  which  we 
have  been  working  for  the  establish- 
ment and  maintenance  of  Reserves 
both  for  the  Army  and  the  Navy. 
All  the  recommendations  of  the  Manning 
Commission  have  been  adopted,  except 
those  relating  to  school  ships,  which  they 
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recommended  should  be  established    at 
the  principal  ports,  half  the  cost  being 
■contributed  by  the    State.      The  ships 
were  to  be  \mder  the  Board  of  Trade,  the 
military  part  of  the  training  being  con- 
ducted by  the  Coastguard,     School  ships 
were  also  strongly  recommended  by  the 
Royal  Commission  on  Unseaworthy  Ships, 
of  which  I  had  the  honour  to  be  a  mem- 
ber, and  by  the  Manning   of   Merchant 
Ships  Committee,  of  which  Sir  Edward 
Reed  was  the  chairman.      These   recom- 
mendations  in    favour  of   school   ships, 
though   renewed   again  and  again,  were 
not  adopted   because   no   difl&culty    was  j 
found  in  providing  the  numbers  required,  j 
The     conditions    are    changed.      It     is 
no    longer    possible     to     maintain     the 
Reserves  at  the  strength  voted  by  Parlia- 
ment.    State  aid,  judficiously  applied,  is 
necessary  to  maintain  the  supply  of  sea- ' 
men.    The  Government  should  begin  by  ; 
•combining  their  efforts  with  those  of  the 
•committees   of   management   of  training  ^ 
«hips  already  established,  at  which  boys 
suitable    for    the     Navy    are     received.  , 
The  Admiralty  should  enter  boys  for  the 
Naval  Reserve,  and  pay  for  their  train- 
ing.     The   system   should   be   extended 
gradually  by  establishing  ships  directly 
under  the  Board  of  Trade  at  the  prin- 
cipal ports.     The  training  in  the  school 
ships    should    include  not  only  seamen, 
but  firemen,  and  possibly  mechanics.     I 
may    mention    that    a    decree    for    the 
-organisation  of    technical    naval  schools 
has  just    been    promulgated    by  M.  de  j 
Lanessan,  the  French  Mmister  of  Marine. 
The  harbour    training  for    the  Reserve 
boys  must  be  followed  up  by  apprentice- 
ship in  sea-going  ships,  on  the  lines  sug- 
gested    by    the    Manning    Commission. 
After  serving  in  the  Fleet,  reservists  would 
return  to  the  mercantile  marine.     At  this 
stage  we  stand  face  to  face  with  a  grave 
difficulty.     I  assume  that  by  the  aid  of 
the  State  the  seaman  of  the  Reserves  will 
have   received   a   thorough    training,   in 
harbour,  in  his  school  ship,  and  at  sea  as 
an  apprentice,  and  have  gained  a  valuable 
experience  by    his  service  in  the  Navy. 
He  will  have  become,  in  the  best  sense  of 
the  familiar  term,  a  handy  man.    To  men 
so  highly  qualified  the  merchant  service 
offers  few  attractions.     The  only  remedy 
which  can  be  suggested  is  an  increase  in 
the  pay  of  the  Reservist. 

Having  dealt  with  the  seamen,  I  turn 
to  the  officers.  We  have  a  large  number 
of  midshipmen  on  the  Reserve  List.    No 
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qualifications  are  insisted  upon,  and  the 
Admiralty  does  nothing  for  their  profes- 
sional education.     For  those  aspiring  to 
high  commands  in  the  mercantile  marine 
two  school  ships,  the  "  Conway "  in  the 
Mersey    and  the    "Worcester"  in    the 
Thames,  give  a  satisfactory   preparatory 
education   for   the    nautical    profession. 
The  more  important  training  at  sea  is  left 
to  chance.     The  cadets  from  the  "  Wor- 
cester "  and  the  "  Conway  "  go  to  sea  as 
apprentices,  the  premiums  paid  being,  as 
a  rule,  insufficient  to  cover  the  cost  of 
proper  arrangements  for  education.     The 
life  is  hard.      I  have  known  cases  where 
apprentices   who  have  come  out  to  Mel- 
bourne, personally  known  to  members  of 
your  Lordships*  House,  have  been    em- 
ployed, during  the  whole  stay  of  their 
ships  in  port,  in  chipping  paint,  and  this 
at  an  age  when  it  was  most  desirable  to 
carry  on  professional  studies  and   drills 
in  gunnery,    torpedo   work,    and    other 
subjects   in    which  it   is   essential    that 
officers  of  the  Navy  should  be  instructed. 
Reserve  midshipmen,  whose  professional 
education  is  completely  neglected,  are  a 
mere  force  on  paper.     The  subject  should 
be  taken  in  hand  by  the  Reserve  Office  and 
the     Board    of    Trade.       Arrangements 
should    be    made    with    the  owners   of 
suitable  ships  to  provide  the  instruction 
required.     It  should  be   compulsory    to 
take  advantage  of  the  facilities  afforded. 
It  would   be   for   consideration  in  what 
proportion,  if  any,  the  cost  of  professional 
j  training  for  its  Reserve  officers  should  be 
borne  by   the   State.     I  will  not   detain 
your  Lordships   by   entering   upon    the 
questions  of  colonial  naval  reserves    or 
I  a  revival  of  the  disbanded  force  of  Royal 
Naval  Artillery  Volunteers  in  the  more 
suitable  form  of  a  reserve  to  the  Royal 
I  Marines.      From  both   sources   valuable 
I  men  for  the  Navy  could  be  obtained.    In 
j  conclusion  I  claim  that  the  policy  I  have 
endeavoured  to  recommend  may  in  some 
degree   tend  to  relieve  pressure  on  the 
Exchequer,    give   the   Navy    a    greater 
power   of  expansion,    and   enable  us   to 
apply  the  moneys  voted  by  Parliament 
I  in  larger  proportion  to  the  building  of 
ships.     If,   as  a  further  result,  we  can 
make  the  crews  of  our  merchant  ships 
more  worthy  of  the  ancient  renown  of 
British  seamen,  we  shall  have  achieved 
a  double  purpose. 

The  SECRETARY! to  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (The  Earl' of  Dudley):  My 
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Lords,  as  my  noble  friend  the  First  Lord  i  stitutes  an  appreciable  danger  to  those- 
of  the  Admiralty  will  deal  presently  with  i  ships,  for  the  foreign  seamen  in  our 
the  main  portion  of  the  noble  Lord's  merchant  vessels  are  drawn  from  so- 
speech,  it  may  perhaps  seem  unnecessary  ,  many  different  nationalities  that  unless 
that  I  should  intervene  at  all  in  this  we  were  opposed  to  an  alliance  of  a  most 
debate.  But  as  the  noble  Lord  has  i  inconceivable  kind  it  is  difficult  to  under- 
alluded  to  certain  matters  with  regard  stand  how  sufficient  unanimity  of  pur- 
to  the  Department  with  which  I  am  con-  pose  could  be  aroused  among  the  crews. 
nected,  I  would  ask  your  Lordships'  to  constitute  any  danger  to  the  vessels, 
indulgence  while  I  say  a  few  words  in  In  fact,  so  little  was  the  employment  of 
reply.  The  argument  of  the  noble  Lord  foreigners  in  our  mercantile  marine 
comes  to  this,  that  the  mercantile  marine  regarded  as  a  danger  at  the  beginning 
of  this  country  is  the  source  on  which  of  the  last  century,  that  in  1803,  despite 
the  Xavy  must  chiefly  depend  for  re-  the  pressure  of  the  great  French  War, 
plenishing  the  wastage  in  its  ranks  which  the  Navigation  Laws  were  partially  sus- 
we  must  inevitably  expect  as  the  result  pended,  in  order  to  enable  three-fourtha 
of  a  great  naval  war,  and  that  it  is  there-  of  the  crews  of  British  vessels  to  te  com- 
fore  of  national  importance  that  the  posed  of  foreigners  instead  of  one-fourth, 
mercantile  marine  should  be  maintained  As  regards  the  theory  that  a  foreign 
in  such  a  condition  as  to  be  available  for  captain  in  any  English  vessel  is  able  to 
tliat  purpose.  The  noble  Lord  went  on  obtain  a  knowledge  of  our  ports  which 
to  point  out  that  owing  to  the  large  and  would  enable  him  to  act  as  pilot  to  an 
increasing  influx  of  foreigners  into  our  enemy  in  case  of  war,  it  is,  1  think,  an 
merchant  ships  the  mercantile  marine  extravagant  contention.  1  would  point 
is  becoming  less  useful  every  day  from  out  that  the  foreign  captain  obtains  no 
that  point  of  view.  With  regard  to  the  more  information  of  our  ports  in  an 
qu^ion  as  to  how  far  it  is  possible  or  English  ship  than  he  does  if  he  corn- 
necessary  to  utilise  our  merchant  sailors  mands  a  ship  of  some  other  nation,  and 
as  a  Reserve  for  the  Navy  in  time  of  enters  our  ports  for  the  ordinary  pur- 
war,  it  is  not  for  me  to  express  an  opinion,  poses  of  trade.  Unless,  therefore,  we 
My  noble  friend  the  First  Lord  of  the  decide — which,  of  course,  is  absurd — to 
Admiralty  will  probably  deal  with  the  keep  all  foreign  captains  outside  our 
point,  and  I  therefore  do  not  wish  to  ports  altogether,  it  seems  to  me  to  make 
touch  upon  it  except  to  say  that  it  is  no  difference  at  all,  as  far  as  the  obtaining 
obviously  impossible  to  maintain  at  the  of  information  goes,  whether  these  men 
present  time  the  mercantile  marine  as  command  our  ships  or  the  ships  of  some 
a  reserve  for  the  Navy  in  anything  like  other  nation.  It  is  undoubtedly  true 
the  same  proportion  as  in  days  gone  by.  that,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  mercan- 
At  the  present  moment  there  are  tile  marine  at  present  employs  consider- 
247,000  sailors  in  the  mercantile  marine  ably  more  seamen  than  it  did  thirty 
as  compared  with  119,000  in  the  Navy,  years  ago,  the  total  number  of  British 
Thirty  years  ago  there  were  197,000  seamen  is  less  by  about  5,000  than  it  was 
in  the  mercantile  marine  as  compared  at  that  time ;  and  although  I  agree 
^th  48,000  in  the  Navy,  so  that  it  is  with  the  noble  Lord  in  deploring  that 
obvious  that,  even  if  all  the  seamen  in  fact,  I  do  not  think  the  conclusion  which 
the  mercantile  marine  were  of  British  is  often  based  upon  it  is  true,  namely, 
nationality,  they  would  not  constitute  that  because  there  has  been  a  falling  off 
a  source  of  supply  for  the  wastage  of  a  in  British  seamen  during  the  last  twenty 
naval  war  to  anything  like  the  same  or  thirty  years,  we  are  necessarily  losing* 
proportionate  extent  as  was  the  case  in  as  a  nation,  our  seagoing  tendency.  In 
"M.  days.  order  to  prove  that,  it  would  have  to  be 


If,  therefore,    it   is    essential   to    our 


shown  that  a  much  smaller  proportion 


national  safety  that  the  old  proportion  of  the  population  went  to  sea  now  than 
should  be  maintained,  it  is  clear  that  we  i  was  the  case  thirty  years  ago. 
shall  have  to  look  elsewhere  than  to  the  What  are  the  facts  ]  We  own  at  the 
mercantile  marine  for  our  Reserve.  I  present  time  51  per  cent,  of  the  gross 
do  not  agree  with  the  noble  Lord  that  steam  tonnage  of  the  world.  In  these 
the  employment  of  foreign  seamen  in  .  ships  247,448  seamen  are  employecL 
our  mercantile  marine  necessarily  con-    and  of  these   3G,023  DagnfeedL^icaSOgflS 
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36,893  foreigners,  leaving  a  balance  of,  1 
in    round    numbers,     175,000    British 
seamen.     If  this  figure  is  applied  to  a 
population  of  forty  millions,  the  estimate 
in  1898,  the  result  is  obtained  that  one 
in  every  229  people  becomes  a  merchant 
seaman.      But  as  under  one-half  of  our 
population    are    males,    this    gives    the 
figure  that  one  in  every  112  of  the  male 
population  becomes  a  merchant  seaman. 
In   order,    however,    to    form  a  correct 
estimate   of  the   sea-going  tendency  of ' 
the  nation,   the   men  employed  in  the  i 
Royal   Navy   must  also   be  taken   into 
consideration,    because  there  are   many 
men  who,  had  they  not  served  as  Royal 
seamen,  would  have  gone  afloat  in  the  ' 
merchant  navy.     If  we  add  the  119,000  ; 
men  of  which  the  Navy    now  consists 
to  the   175,000  British  seamen  of  the 
mercantile   marine,    we   get   a   total   of 
294,000,  and  this,  applied  to  20,000,000  i 
of  the  population,  gives  the  result  that 
at  the  present  time  one  out  of  every 
sixty-eight  males  goes  to  sea  either  in 
one  service  or  the  other.     How  does  that 
compare    with    thirty    years    ago  ?     In 
1871,    of   the    197,000   seamen  in   our 
mercantile  marine,  180,000  were  British- 
ers   and   17,000  were  foreigners.     This 
180,000,  applied  to  the  population  as  it 
then  was,  shows  that  one  in  eighty-five 
males  became  a  seaman,  but  if  we  add 
the  180,000  to  the  48,157  employed  in  | 
the  Navy  at  that  time  we  get  the  result, 
applying  it  to  the  population,  that  one  in 
sixty-seven  males  went  to  sea  either  in 
one    service    or    the    other.      Therefore 
the  comparison  shows  that  the  sea-going 
tendency  of  the  nation  has  not  decreased, 
and  that  at  the  present  time,  more  or 
less,  the  same  proportion  of  the  male 
population  go  to  sea  as  was  the  case  in 
the  past.       Although  the  gross  number 
of  British  seamen  is  less,  it  must  not  be 
forgotten    that    the    Navy    has     been 
increased  from  48,000  to  119,000  men 
in  thirty  years,  and  that  this  has  had  a 
considerable    effect    on    the    supply    of 
seamen  to  the  merchant  service. 

Simultaneously  with  the  naval  in- 
crease, there  has  been  an  increase  in  the 
men  employed  in  the  merchant  service 
from  197,000  in  1871  to  247,000  to-day, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  the  demand  has 
been  met  by  a  considerable  influx  of 
foreigners.  What  is  the  cause  of  this  ? 
The  shipping  industry  is  subject  to  the 
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laws  of  supply  and  demand,  like  other 
employments.  The  conditions  of  life 
in  the  British  merchant  service  are 
better  than  those  in  any  other  mercantile 
marine  in  the  world,  and  as  a  consequence 
foreign  sailors  are  always  ready  and 
anxious  to  engage  on  board  British 
ships ;  but  those  conditions  are  not  as 
good  or  as  attractive  to  the  Britisher  as 
those  which  prevail  in  the  majority  of 
employments  on  shore.  Therefore  the 
shipping  industry  comes  off  badly  in 
competition  with  shore  employments, 
but  that  is  a  state  of  things  which  there 
is  every  reason  to  hope  in  course  of  time 
will  cure  itself.  The  British  seaman 
is  better  off  now  as  regards  pay  and 
comfort  than  he  was  twenty  or  thirty 
years  ago.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the 
improvement  is  being  maintained,  and 
when  it  reaches  a  certain  point  I  do  not 
think  there  will  be  any  difficulty  in 
obtaining  British  seamen.  When  the 
merchant  service  offers  greater  advan- 
tages, or  advantages  as  great  as  the 
ordinary  shore  employment,  I  belieTe  it 
will  be  able  easily  and  readily  to  draw' 
seamen  from  the  working  classes.  But 
until  that  is  done  I  do  not  think  we 
can  reasonably  expect  a  greater  propor- 
tion of  men  to  go  to  sea  than  is  the  case 
now. 

One  word   with  regard  to   the  noble 

Lord's  proposal  as  to  school-ships.   There 

is  much  to  be  said  in  favour  of  the  ex- 

I  tension  of  training  ships.     But  there  are 

already  a  certain  number  of  these  ships 

round    our    coasts,    and    although   the 

training  imparted  upon  them  is,  as  a 

whole,  satisfactory,  they  are  not  made 

use    of    to    the    fullest    extent.    What 

'  guarantee  is  there  that  if  their  numbers 

were  increased  we  should  be  able  to  fill 

I  them  with  boys  ?     Again,  what  guaran- 

I  tee  is  there  that  boys  so  trained  would 

permanently    adopt    a    seafaring    hfe? 

You  cannot  apprentice  them  for  ever, 

and  once  they  were  released  from  their 

I  indentureii  it  appears  to  me  they  would 

'  be  subject  to  the  same  influences  which 

at  present  keep  the  sea-going  population 

'  at  the  level  at  which  we  find  it.    I  do 

not   suggest   for   a   moment  that  these 

!  difficulties  are  insuperable.     It  is  quite 

I  possible  that  in  the  future  some  system 

j  of  training  ships  may  have  to  be  tried. 

But  in  view  of  the  difficulties  obviously 

I  connected  with  the  subiectjl  am  inclined 
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to  think  it  would  be  wiser,  at  any  rate 
for  the  present,  to  await  the  result  of 
the  very  interesting  experiment  which  is 
being  made  by  the  Shipping  Federation, 
which  has  recently  called  upon  every 
shipowner  in  the  society  to  carry  at 
least  two  boys  upon  ships  of  a  certain 
size.  As  the  Federation  embraces  four- 
:fifth8  of  the  total  shipping  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  it  is  obvious  that  even  if  the 
«cheme  is  partially  successful  a  large 
number  of  boys  will  be  trained.  But 
if  it  is  not,  it  will  be  a  step  in  the  right 
•direction,  for  it  shows  that  the  shipowners 
are  aUve  to  their  responsibiUties  in  the 
matter,  and  for  my  part  I  feel  convinced 
that  it  is  much  more  in  the  direction  of 
private  effort  of  this  kind  than  by 
artificial  means  such  as  pecuniary  con- 
siderations or  the  re-enactment  of  the 
Navigation  Laws  that  the  solution  of 
this  problem  is  likely  to  be  found. 
The  forces  on  which  we  have  to  rely  are 
those  which  make  for  improvement  and 
progress  in  the  standard  of  comfort  in 
•all  the  conditions  of  life  ;  and  it  is  because 
I  beUeve  that  that  fact  is  now  being 
realised  by  the  large  majority  of  the  ship- 
owners of  this  country,  and  that  the  sea- 
ling instinct  of  the  people  of  this 
country  is  as  great  as  ever,  that  I  am, 
personally,  not  in  the  least  apprehensive 
of  what  the  future  may  have  in  store 
ior  us  in  this  matter. 

Viscount  GOSGHEN  :  My  Lords,  I 
desire  to  associate  myself  entirely  with 
w'hat  fell  from  my  noble  friend  Lord 
Brassey,  that,  looking  to  the  immense 
increase  in  the  personnel  of  the  Navy,  it 
is  necessary  more  and  more  to  give  atten- 
tion to  the  Reserves.  It  is  impossible 
^  go  on  increasing  the  personnel  of  the 
Navy  at  the  ratio  of  increase  of  the  last 
twelve  or  fifteen  years.  Immense  addi- 
tions have  been  ma  He,  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  it  is  not  only  the 
number  of  the  men  you  have  to  increase 
but  the  accommodation  for  training, 
hospitals,  and  all  the  other  appurtenances 
of  this  vast  system,  and  there  must  be 
^Iso  an  immense  increase  in  the  Reserves. 
I  must  pay  a  tribute  to  my  noble  friend 
Lord  Brassey,  whose  efforts  at  home  and 
in  the  colonies  have  been  so  strenuous, 
ue  has  done  mucTi  to  interest  our  colonial 
fellow-suljjecJts  in  tlje  que^ion  of  Naval 
^^esennes.  I  t'bink  it  is  higHy  satisfactory 
that  the  experiment  in  Newfoundland 
^as  succeeded  so  welL  ior  there  have  been 


obtained  a  body  of  men  who  have  gone 
to  sea  in  His  Majesty's  ships,  and  have 
qualified  themselves  in  that  way  to  be 
good  Naval  Reserve  men.  During  the 
time  I  was  at  the  Admiralty  there  was 
one  point  which  it  seemed  to  me  essen- 
tially necessary  to  keep  in  mind,  and  it 
was  that  the  Reserves  should  not  be 
paper  Reserves,  upon  which  we  could 
not  count  in  time  of  war,  or  who  had 
not  had  the  necessary  training.  In 
order  to  meet  that  contingency,  the 
Board  of  the  Admiralty,  of  which  I  was 
a  member,  insisted  that  the  Royal  Naval 
Reserve  should  go  to  sea  in  one  of  Her 
Majesty's  ships  for  six  months  during 
their  first  period  of  training,  so  that  they 
would  acquire  the  perfect  discipline  only 
to  be  found  on  a  man-of-war.  The 
necessary  result  would  be  that  a  man 
would  be  much  more  valuable  in  the 
Naval  Reserve.  Another  natural  result 
was  that  this  regulation  would  necessarily 
diminish  the  numbers,  because  no  doubt 
it  is  a  heavy  demand  to  ask  a  D»an  to 
leave  his  occupation  and  go  to  sea  for  six, 
or  even  for  three  months.  This  measure 
then  led  to  a  certain  diminution  in  the 
numbers,  but,  as  1  said  before,  we  knew 
that  every  man  that  had  gone  through 
that  training  was  one  we  could  place 
with  satisfactory  result  on  a  man-of-war. 
Now,  seeing  that  there  was  that  diminu- 
tion,we  took  another  step,  and  established 
what  we  called  a  Fleet  Reserve,  con- 
sisting of  men  who  had  been  in  the 
Navy,  and  accustomed  to  the  discipline 
of  a  man-of-war.  For  these  men  it  was 
less  necessary  that  they  should  go 
through  that  part  of  the  training  neces- 
sary for  sailors  of  the  mercantile  marine. 
I  hope  my  noble  friend  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  will  be  able  to  tell  us 
something  with  regard  to  the  progress 
of  that  movement,  to  which  1  attach  the 
greatest  possible  importance. 

As  to  the  general  subject  which  has 
been  treated  of  by  my  noble  friend,  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  in  modern 
ships  you  do  not  require  the  same  number 
of  men  who  are  accustomed  to  seafaring 
life  in  the  mercantile  marine.  Fisher- 
men can  be  trained  as  gunners,  and 
disciplined  to  do  a  great  part  of  the  work 
which  formerly  could  only  be  done  by 
sailors  ;  and  you  can  tap  the  fishermen 
with  this  advantage,  that  they  are  on  the 
spot,  and  can  be  more  easily  secured  in 
the  event  of  war  than  the  mercantile 
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marine,  who  are  scattered  over  the 
different  parts  of  the  globe.  I  agree 
with  my  noble  friend  that  it  would  be 
much  more  satisfactory  if  we  could  largely 
increase  the  Naval  Reserves,  and  I  am 
sure  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
and  his  able  advisers  will  steadily  keep 
their  minds  applied  to  the  subject.  I 
should  hope  that  the  federation  of  the 
Australian  colonies  may  make  it  easier 
to  come  to  some  satisfactory  arrangement 
as  to  the  naval  assistance  to  be  given  to 
the  mother  country  than  when  they  were 
separate  colonies.  The  colonies  have 
shown  a  very  great  readiness  to  assist 
not  only  on  shore  but  at  sea,  and  during 
the  earlier  stages  of  the  present  opera- 
tions, valuable  contingents  of  Xaval 
Volunteers  came  from  our  Australian 
colonies.  I  will  now  pass  to  another 
subject,  on  which  I  hope  my  noble 
friend  will  give  us  some  information. 
Before  I  left  the  Admiralty  he  appointed 
a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  victual- 
ling of  the  Navy.  Some  of  us  were  struck 
not  only  with  the  rations  of  the  men, 
but  also  with  the  unsatisfactory  time  of 
the  meals,  and  we  appointed  a  strong 
Committee,  presided  over  by  an  admiral 
of  great  experience.  I  hope  my  noble 
friend  will  be  able  to  give  us  some  infor- 
mation as  to  the  result  of  the  investiga- 
tions of  that  Committee.  I  have  observed 
that  two  gentlemen  have  gone  to  the 
Mediterranean  to  make  investigations 
into  this  matter,  and  have  themselves 
partaken  of  the  rations  of  the  sailors,  in 
order  to  be  able  to  inform  the  public  of 
the  state  of  victualling  in  the  Navy.  I 
have  little  doubt,  f  my  noble  friend 
introduces  some  reforms  in  victualling, 
due  to  the  Committee,  .that  the  post  hoc, 
ergo  propter  hoc  view  will  be  takf-n  by 
these  gentlemen  and  their  friends. 
Valuable  recommendations  were  made 
by  a  Committee  which  inquired  into  the 
training  of  naval  officers  and  I  should  be 
glad  to  know  how  far  the  Committee 
found  that  that  training  was  on  a  satis- 
fiictory  footing,  and  whether  any  serious 
changes  were  made  in  consequence  of 
the  recommendations  of  that  Committee. 

I  wish  also  to  refer  to  the  speed  of  con- 
struction of  our  men-of-war.  There  is 
a  fallacy  existing  that  it  is  possible  now, 
or  might  be  possible,  to  build  the  largest 
battleship  in  two  years.  The  feat  was 
once  accomplished  in  the  case  of  the 
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"  Magnificent  "  and  the  **  Majestic,'* 
and  it  is  supposed  that  because  these 
ships  could  be  built  at  that  speed  that  it 
might  be  possible  to  return  to  that  as  a 
kind  of  standard  of  rapidity  of  ship- 
building. But  every  advance  in  ship- 
building in  the  direction  of  greater  com- 
plexity of  machinery  and  greater  horse- 
power must  necessarily  increase  the  time 
which  it  will  take  for  a  ship  to  be  built, 
and  the  astounding  progress  which  had 
been  made  in  the  requirements  as  regards 
horse-power  for  ships  throws  some  Ught 
upon  the  difficulty  of  building  the  ships 
in  the  same  time  in  which  it  was  formerly 
possible  to  build  them.  I  will  give  an 
idea  of  the  progress  that  has  been  made. 
The  **  Magnificent,"  as  a  ship  of  14,900 
tons,  had  10,000  horse-power.  The 
"  Formidable,"  a  15,000  ton  ship,  only 
100  tons  more,  has  15,000  horse-power— 
an  increase  of  50  per  cent.  It  stands  to 
reason  that  it  cannot  be  expected  that  a 
ship  will  be  built  in  the  same  time  under 
those  circumstances,  because  it  is  not 
the  hull  or  ship  proper  which  takes  the 
time,  but  the  machinery,  the  boilers, 
and  all  that  relates  to  the  engineering 
of  shipbuilding.  One  more  case  is  the 
"  Monmouth,"  one  of  those  new  armoured 
cruisers.  Her  tonnage  is  9,800,  and  her 
horse-power  is  22,000  ;  whereas  the 
**  Imp^rieuse,"  an  earlier  cruiser  of 
8,400  tons,  has  only  8,000  horse-power. 
We  have,  I  think,  done  extremely  well  as 
compared  with  our  foreign  rivals,  and 
if  some  of  our  ships  are  put  back  owing 
to  accidents,  I  think  a  reference  to 
foreign  programmes  will  show  that  the 
same  disappointments  which  are  in- 
flicted upon  the  Admiralty  are  inflicted 
in  a  greater  measure  upon  our  com- 
petitors abroad.  Anyone  who  reviews 
the  progress  which  we  have  made  in  the 
supply  of  our  ships  in  the  last  year,  and 
compares  it  with  that  of  France,  or  Russia* 
or  other  Powers  will  find  that  our  rate  of 
construction  has  been  certainly  as  satis- 
factory as  that  of  other  Governments. 
I  should  be  glad  if  my  noble  friend 
could  give  us  any  additional  information 
on  the  subject,  and  perhaps  h^  will  con- 
sider whether  it  is  possible  to  give  a 
Return  showing  the  dates  of  the  com- 
mencement of  the  building  of  British 
and  foreign  ships  and  the  dates  o£  their 
completion. 
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*TflE  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (The  Earl  of  Selborne)  :  My 
Lords,  the  noble  Lord  who  commenced 
this  debate  has  introduced  to  your  Lord- 
ships a  subject  full  of  national  interest 
and  full  of  difficulty  for  the  Admiralty. 
I  think  I  shall  be  borne  out  by  my  noble 
friend  who  has  just  spoken,  and  by  Lord 
Spencer,  when  I  say  that  questions 
affecting  the  personnel  of  the  Navy  are 
even  more  difficult  than  those  which 
affect  the  maUriel.  Now,  as  Lord  Brassey 
has  pointed  out,  foreign  countries  depend 
to  a  far  greater  extent  than  we  do  on 
r^erves  for  the  complement  of  their 
shi{»  when  mobilised  for  war,  and  that, 
so  far  as  we  are  concerned,  must  always 
be  so.  That  is  to  say,  we  require,  we 
have  always  required,  and  we  must 
require,  a  larger  proportion  of  active 
service  ratings  to  reserve  ratings  than 
the  necessities  of  other  countries  demand 
from  them.  In  the  first  place,  the  Navy 
is  of  more  importance  to  us,  and  the 
result  of  any  naval  war  would  be  of  far 
greater  importance  to  us  than  it  would 
be  to  any  other  nation.  In  the  second 
place,  the  nature  of  our  Empire  is  such 
that  we  are  obliged  to  have  a  much 
larger  proportion  of  ships  in  commission 
in  time  of  peace  than  is  the  case  with 
any  other  country  ;  and  when  ships  are 
commissioned  in  time  of  peace,  as  I 
explained  the  other  day,  the  reserves 
cannot  be  used,  and  you  are  dependent 
entirely  upon  the  active  service  ratings. 
I  agree  with  the  forcible  remarks  Lord 
Goschen  has  addressed  to  your  Lordships 
about  the  continuous  increase  of  the 
personnel.  It  is  a  matter  of  grave 
concern  at  all  times  to  the  Admiralty, 
and  I  am  quite  sure  that,  whatever  the 
ratio  of  increase  hereafter  found  to  be 
necessary,  we  are  bound  to  spare  no 
effort*  to  increase  and  improve  our 
Reserve.  Lord  Goschen  asked  me  how 
far  the  new  Fleet  Reserve  was  succeeding. 
The  scheme  has  only  been  in  operation  a 
few  weeks,  and  it  is  too  soon  yet  to  tell 
to  what  extent  our  expectations  are  going 
to  be  realised.  But  at  the  present 
moment  about  1,800  men  have  enrolled 
themselves  in  this  new  Fleet  Reserve.  I 
need  not  add  much  to  what  Lord  Goschen 
and  Lord  Brassey  have  said  about  the 
Royal  Naval  Reserve,  except  to  dwell  for 
a  moment  upon  that  most  interesting 
experiment  which  was  initiated  when 
Lord    Goschen     was    First    Lord — the 


establishment  of  a  branch  of  the  Royal 
Naval  Reserve  among  the  Newfoundland 
fishermen.  Fifty  of  these  men  went  to 
sea  in  one  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  for  six 
months,  and  at  the  end  of  that  period 
i  they  received  a  most  excellent  character, 
and  most  admirable  reports  were  made 
I  by  the  officers  under  whom  they  had 
served.  I  think  the  credit  of  that  result 
is  due  not  only  to  the  men  themselves, 
but  also  in  a  very  high  degree  to  the 
officers  who  trained  them.  These  men 
came  into  the  ship  without  any  previous 
experience  of  discipline,  without  any 
knowledge  of  the  routine  of  a  man-of-war,, 
and  the  life  they  had  to  lead  was  about  as 
far  removed  as  it  could  be  from  the  life 
of  Newfoundland  fishermen  ;  and  yet 
the  excellent  tact  of  the  officers  enabled 
I  the  experiment  to  be  conducted  with 
equal  satisfaction  to  the  men,  to  the 
officers,  and  to  the  Admiralty. 

There  is  another  point  connected  with 
the  Reserves  I  should  like  to  mention. 
Your  Lordships  will  remember  that 
there  was  at  one  time  a  corps  called  the 
,  Naval  Artillery  Volunteer  Corps,  and 
that  corps  was,  I  have  no  doubt  for  good 
I  reasons,  finally  disbanded.  But  a  pro- 
posal has  been  made  to  revive  that  corps- 
in  a  new  form — not  to  create  a  corps 
of  naval  artillery  Volunteers,  but  of 
naval  Volunteers,  though  I  do  not 
pledge  myself  to  that  particular  name. 
That  proposal  is  now  under  examina- 
tion, and  all  I  can  say  at  the  present 
moment  is  that  we  are  sincerely  desirous, 
if  possible,  of  adding  to  the  reserve  forces 
a  corps  of  naval  Volunteers.  But  one 
condition  is  imperative,  and  that  is 
thoroughly  understood  by  the  gentle- 
men who  are  interesting  themselves  in 
this  scheme.  No  Volunteers  can  be  of 
real  service  to  the  Navy  who  are  not 
prepared  in  time  of  naval  war  to  serve 
anywhere  where  their  services  may  be 
required,  and  to  do  any  duty  which 
the  captain  of  the  ship  in  which  they 
serve  calls  upon  them  to  do.  It  is  tco- 
soon  to  make  any  pronouncement  on 
the  subject,  but  I  am  very  hopeful  that 
something  may  come  of  our  arrange- 
ment. As  regards  the  manning  of  the 
mercantile  marine,  I  do  not  think  Lord 
Brassey  will  expect  me  to  add  anything 
to  the  exceedingly  interesting  and  ex- 
haustive reply  of  my  noble  friend.  Of 
course  the  attitude  of  the  Admiralty  in- 
the  matter  is  one  of  cordial  interest,  and! 
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whatever  may  result  from  the  considera- 
.tions  now  going  forward  will  always  be 
Jistened  to  with  great  attention  by  the 
Admiralty.  But  until  I  know  what  the 
proposals  are  I  can  pronounce  no  opinion 
upon  them.  As  to  the  question  of  the 
.training  of  midshipmen  belonging  to  the 
JXaval  Reserve,  I  do  not  know  whether 
Lord  Brassey  meant  that  they  had  no 
'Opportunity  of  receiving  any  training, 
because  if  that  is  his  impression  it  is  not 
»quite  correct.  These  young  officers  are 
.required  to  undergo  each  year  a  course 
^f  twenty-eight  days  drill  and  gunnery 
instruction  on  board  one  of  the  district 
-drill  ships,  or,  if  abroad,  on  board  a 
-sship  commanded  by  a  captain  or  com- 
mander, if  permission  be  first  obtained 
irom  the  senior  officer.  Officers  who 
^re  specially  reported  as  competent  to 
instruct  and  drill  men  of  the  Reserve 
will  only  be  required  to  undergo  seven 
days  test  drill  in  each  year,  if  such  drill 
.be  .performed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
superintending  officer.  Service  on  board 
one  of  His  Majesty's  ships  in  commission 
as  reckoned  as  equivalent  to  the  annual 
test  drill,  provided  a  satisfactory  certi- 
ificate  for  service  be  obtained.  The  drill 
'will  comprise  heavy  gun,  rifle,  pistol,  and 
cutlass  exercise.  The  Admiralty  con- 
jsider  applications  from  officers  who,  in 
addition  to  their  annual  drill,  volunteer 
for  temporary  service  in  the  Navy  or  for 
:a  course  ol  instruction  in  the  gunnery 
or  torpedo  school  ships.  Midshipmen 
are  not  appointed  lor  such  service  or 
•for  instruction  in  the  three  courses  unless 
"they  have  a  first  mate's  certificate  df  com- 
petency. In  such  a  case  they  may  "be 
«,ppointed  as  acting  sub-lieutenants.  Six 
are  now  serving  in  the  Fleet.  I  do  not 
say  that  that  is  a  final  or  full  and  com- 
plete statement  on  the  subject,  and,  as 
in  the  case  of  lieutenants  of  the  Ttoyal 
Naval  Reserve,  these  sea-going  services 
may  be  voluntary.  The  statement,  how- 
ever, does  show  that  tliese  young  officers 
are  not  left  entirely  without  instructron, 
as  might  be  supposed  from  the  .speech 
^of  the  noble  Lord. 

I  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity 
'of  saying  a  word  about  tlie  education 
not  only  of  the  men  but  of  the  officers 
•of  the  Navy.  First  of  all,  as  regards  the 
men,  your  Lordships  must  remember 
that  every  bluejacket  enters  as  a  bey  or 
;a  youth,  and  is  trained  on  board  the 
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**  Northampton  "  or  one  of  her  tenders. 
There  they  go  through  a  most  careful 
and  elaborate  course  of  instruction,  in- 
cluding seagoing  service  in  brigs,  in  which 
they  learn  all  mast  and  yard  drill,  to 
which   naval  officers   have  attached  so 
much    importance    in    the    past.    That 
brings  me  to  a  most  burning  controversy, 
in  which  I  feel  it  very  difficult  to  inter- 
fere   with    discretion.     Your    Lordships 
may  be  aware  that  very  strong  opinions 
are   entertained   in   the   Navy    by  two 
different  schools  of  officers  on  the  subject 
of  training  in  mast  and  yards.     I  do  not 
profess  to  be  able  to  givean  opinion  myself 
on  that  burning  subject ;  but  I  under- 
stand that  the  officers  who  agitate  for  the 
resuscitation  of  the  mast  and  yard  train- 
ing for  all  young  seamen  of  the  Fleet 
beyond  that  which  they  get  as  boys  do  so 
not  because  these  young  seamen  will  ever 
have  in  a  fighting  ship  to  work  at  masts 
and  yards,   but    because  it  is  in  their 
opinion  the  best  training  for  a  seaman. 
As  to  that,  I  have  no  opinion  to  give. 
What  I  want  to  put  before  your  Lord- 
ships  to-day   is   that    this   question  is 
governed  by  facts  which  speak  for  them- 
I  selves,  and  I  want  to  inform  your  Lord- 
'  ships   and   the    naval  Servdce   at   large 
,  as  to  the  state  of  the  case.     I  want  the 
'  Navy     to    thoroughly    understand   the 
I  reasons  which  have  guided  the  Admiralty 
I  in  their  decision  on  this  point.     At  the 
I  present  moment  we  have  no  ships  avail- 
'  able  for  the  purpose.     The  ships  of  the 
;  old  training  squadron   are  either   past 
■  their  work  or  are  inadequate  to  accom- 
'  modate  the  men  who  would  have  to  go 
'  through  this  training.     Anyhow,   as  a 
I  matter  of  fact,  at  the  present  moment 
I  no  ships  are  available  for  this  purpose. 
,  Therefore,    if    the    training     squadron 
!  was  resuscitated  we  should  have  to  build 
'  ships   for   the   purpose.     The   old  ships 
'  did  not  hold  more  than  150  to  180  men, 
and  if  we  built  larger  ships  to  accommo- 
date 250,  such  ships  would  co.*?t  from 
£1-20,000  to  £150,000  each  ;  and  if  every 
young  seamen  went  through  six  months 
training  of  this  kind  we  should  require 
twelve  ships,  the  capital  value  of  which 
would  be  no  less  than  £1,800,000,  or  the 
price    of    three    armoured    cruisers.     I 
tthiTik,  therefore,  your  Lordships  will  see 
fhalt  at  the  present  time,  when  we  want 
every  year  large  additions  to  the  fighting 
strength   o^.^Jlij  ^Il(e|^^l^hen  our 
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Navj  Estimates  have  reached  the  huge  1 
figures  they  have,  it  would  be  a  very 
strong  measure  to  spend  the  price  of 
three  armoured  cruisers  on  these  training 
^hips.  Moreover,  if  all  young  seamen 
went  through  six  months  training 
•of  this  kind  the  number  of  seamen  that 
would  be  locked  up  in  these  ships,  that  ' 
as  to  say,  so  far  as  the  manning  of  the 
fighting  ships  is  concerned — would  be  no 
less  than  4,528,  and  84  lieutenants  would  | 
be  required,  and  that  at  a  time  when  a 
iieutenant  is  worth  his  weight  in  gold,  and 
when  every  lieutenant  is  kept  steadily 
at  sea  or  is  at  one  of  the  schools.  If  only 
half  the  young  seamen  got  this  training, 
^r  even  a  third  of  them,  you  would  still ' 
run  into  a  large  figure ;  and  I  think 
that  when  once  these  figures  are  placed  j 
before  you  you  will  see  that  while  we  are  | 
^M)ntinually  being  pressed  to  find  fresh 
KJoraplements  to  put  fresh  ships  in  com- 
mission and  to  build  nfew  ships,  it  is 
impossible  to  do  what  is  advocated  by  this 
school  of  naval  officers.  We  cannot 
afford  the  men,  and  we  want  the  money 
ior  fighting  ships.  It  is  no  argument 
to  say  that  foreign  nations  still  continue 
the  system,  because  their  requirements 
are  different  from  ours.  They  do  not  re- 
>quire  to  keep  so  large  a  proportion  of 
shij^  in  commission  as  we  require.  The 
pressure  on  the  Admiralty  is  not  to 
diminish  but  to  increase  the  number  of 
«hips  in  commission.  The  Board  have 
therefore  reluctantly,  but  quite  clearly, 
-come  to  the  decision  that  in  the  present 
circumstances  the  training  squadron  can- 
not be  resuscitated. 

I  want  now  to  say  a  word  on  the 
training  of  the  men  in  gunnery.  It  is  of 
cardinal  importance  to  the  Fleet  that  the 
training  of  the  men  in  gunnery  should  be 
as  high  as  possible,  and  that  is  the  raison 
d'etre  of  the  great  gunnery  schools,  of 
which  the  *'  Excellent  '*  is  the  best 
known.  Hitherto  every  seaman  has 
gone  through  a  course  of  gunnery  at 
^ne  of  these  schools  in  the  early  days 
*of  his  naval  career,  and  every  three  years 
he  would  have  to  go  back  and  re-qualify 
in  the  manufactory  in  which  captains  of 
:guns  and  captains  of  turrets  are  manu- 
factured- The  Board  have  resolved  to 
make  a  change  in  this  respect.  Every 
young  seaman  will  in  future  go  through 
his  first  gunnery  training  in  one  of  these 
schools,  but  after  that  he  will  not  be  sent 


back  to  re-qualify.  Only  those  who 
show  special  aptitude  and  are  Hkely  to 
become  captains  of  guns  and  captains  of 
turrets  will  go  back.  The  other  seamen 
will  requalify  at  sea  on  board  their  ships. 
Now,  my  Lords,  there  is  another  branch 
of  naval  training  about  which  I  should 
like  to  say  a  word,  and  that  is  what  I 
may  call  cruiser  training.  That  is  a 
subject  to  which  a  great  deal  of  attention 
has  been  directed  among  those  who 
take  interest  in  naval  matters,  and  it  is 
not  a  subject  the  Board  has  neglected. 
It  is  our  intention  to  increase  the 
cruiser  squadron  which  took  the  place 
of  the  old  training  squadron,  and  with 
a  larger  number  of  cruisers  attached 
to  the  Channel  Squadron  and,  I  hope, 
to  the  Mediterranean  Squadron,  the  re- 
sult will  be  that  there  will  be  a  large 
number  of  crews  constantly  being  trained 
in  cruiser  work  ;  and  the  manoeuvres  of 
this  year  will  be  of  such  a  kind  that  I  hope 
special  opportunity  will  be  afforded  for 
the  practice  of  cruiser  tactics.  As 
regards  the  education  of  officers  and  men 
generally,  I  have  myself  taken  the 
opportunityof  asking  admirals  and  cap- 
tains fresh  from  the  sea  what  their  view 
of  the  personnel  of  the  Navy  is,  and  one 
and  all,  with  one  voice,  have  said  that, 
so  far  as  the  personnel  goes,  it  is  scarcely 
possible  to  improve  the  officers  or  the 
men.  They  say,  with  extraordinary 
I  unanimity,  that,  subject  to  some  im- 
I  provements  in  details,  the  general  system 
of  training  of  young  ofliicers  and  sea- 
I  men  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired. 

My   noble  friend  asked  me  about  the 

I  Report  of  the  Committee  which   sat  a 

I  short  time  ago  to  consider  a  limited  part 

of  the  training  of  officers.     It  was  not 

j  a  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the 

I  whole  subject  of  the  training  of  naval 

officers,  but  their  training  in  the  earlier 

years  of  their  career.     That  Report  has 

been  laid  on  the  Table  of  both  Houses 

of  Parliament,  and  the  Admiralty  have 

adopted  it  and  are  carrying  out  all  its 

recommendations.     The  most  important 

of  them  seems  to  me  to  be  this,  that 

I  henceforth  no  young  sub-lieutenant  on 

passing  from  the  college,   however  well 

he  may  have  done  in  examination,  will 

be   entitled  to  promotion   until   he   has 

received  a  certificate  from  the  captain 

of  his  ship,  after  six  months  service,  that 
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In  fact,  he  must  have  a  certificate  from 
the  most  competent  authority — his  own 
captain — to  show  that  he  is  equally  good 
at  the  practical  work  as  he  has  proved 
himself  to  be  at  his  books.  This  subject 
of  education  of  officers  is  always  occupy- 
ing the  attention  of  the  Board. 
Although  I  believe  the  results  to  be  as 
good  as  1  stated  them  to  be,  it  does  not 
follow  that  we  consider  that  no  improve- 
ment can  take  place.  On  the  contrary 
we  welcome  suggestions.  We  are  con- 
stantly receiving  suggestions,  not  only 
from  naval  officers,  but  from  other 
gentlemen  who  take  a  deep  interest  in 
the  Navy  and  study  naval  matters. 
Every  one  of  those  suggestions  is  always 
welcome,  and  is  always  considered  and 
weighed. 

Before  I  pass  from  the  subject  of  naval  | 
education,  I  must  allude  to  a  new  develop- 
ment which  took  place  recently  at  Green- , 
wich  in  the  direction  of  a  school  of  naval  | 
strategy.     The  present  course  has  been  ' 
a  great  success.     I  hope  it  will  be  the 
beginning  of  large  developments,  and  no 
pains  on  our  part  will  be  spared  to  develop 
from  this  small   beginning  a  school   of 
naval    strategy  such  as  has  existed  for 
a  long  time  in  the  United  States,  and  ; 
ought,  I  think,  to  have  been  developed 
in  this  country  at  an  earlier  time.     As  ' 
regard?  the   Report   of  the   Victualling 
Committee,    that   Report    has    been    re- 
ceived.    It  will  be  laid  on  the  Table  of 
both  Houses.     The  subject  is  a  large  and 
a    complicated    one,    involving    a  great  , 
many  problems  ;    and  all  I  can  say  at 
present  is  that  we  are  dealing  with  it  to  i 
the  best  of  our  ability.     I  have  to  answer 
one  or  two  questions  that  my  noble  friend  \ 
behind    me    put    in    reference    to    ship- 
building.    Before  I  answer  his  questions 
I  should  like  to  notice  some  very  friendly 
but  pertinent  criticism  on  the  same  sub- 
ject   which   I   think   Sir   Charles    Dilke , 
enunciated   in   another   place.     He   was 
discussing,  as  I  understand,  the  difference 
between  a  programme  such  as  the  old 
Naval   Defence  Act  and  the  announce- 
ment of  the  building  of  a  certain  number 
of  ships  from  year  to  year,  as  has  recently 
been  the  case.     I  do  not  doubt  that  when  ' 
the  Naval  Defence  Act  was  passed,  it  was 
a    necessary    measure,    a    necessary    ex- 
pedient, to  meet  an  abnormal  state  of 
affairs,  but  it  seems  to  me  to  carry  with  | 
it   objections   which   make   it   necessary 
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to  relegate  it  to  the  category  of  expe- 
dients only  to  be  used  occasionally.  Ihe 
objections  I  put  forward  are  these.  If 
you  announce  a  large  programme  of 
shipbuilding  to  be  spread  over  several 
years,  you  are,  I  think,  unnecessarily 
announcing  to  all  the  world  what  your 
plans  are.  In  the  second  place,  if  you 
build  all  your  ships  from  one  design  and 
at  one  time  you  lose  that  advantage  of 
progressive  improvement  in  the  design 
which  has  been  such  a  marked  feature 
in  the  Majestic  class  and  the  "  Formid- 
able "  class.  Finally,  one  day  you  have 
a  large  number  of  ships  all  becoming 
obsolete  at  the  same  moment.  There- 
fore, I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  the 
true  policy  of  this  country  is  steady^ 
persistent,  and  continuous  shipbuilding 
from  year  to  year.  Such  shipbuilding 
will  keep  the  Navy  up  to  the  full  strength 
which  is  required  to  enable  it  to  perform 
its  service  to  the  country,  and  will  not 
necessitate  sudden  and  panic-strickea 
efforts  to  bring  it  back  to  a  position  from 
which  it  ought  never  to  have  departed. 

Sir  Charles  Dilke  criticised  severely 
the  fact  that  a  very  small  sum  is  laid  by 
in  the  Estimates  this  year  for  commen- 
cing the  ships  to  be  laid  down  this  year. 
There  is  a  real  reason  for  that  which  I 
think  will  commend  itself  to  the  country 
when  it  is  fairly  explained.  If  you  have 
a  new  type  of  ship,  as  is  constantly  occur- 
ring, and  even  when  you  have  not  a  new 
type,  but  an  improvement  of  an  existing 
type,  that  involves  weeks  and  months 
of  most  careful  and  elaborate  considera- 
tion I  am  sure  Lord  Spencer  and  Lord 
Goschen  will  bear  me  out  when  I  say 
that  the  settlement  of  a  new  type,  or  a 
large  improvement  of  an  old  type,  is  one^ 
of  the  most  anxious  duties  that  can  fall 
to  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  one  which 
cannot  possibly  be  hurried,  and  for 
which  much  time  is  necessary.  In  the 
second  half  of  the  financial  year — from 
Michaelmas  to  1st  April — the  Board  of 
Admiralty  has  no  time  for  the  purpose. 

The  strain — and  a  great  strain  it  is— 
of  preparing  the  Estimates  is  upon  the 
Board  of  Admiralty,  and  the  Board  has; 
none  of  that  spare  time  and  freedom  from 
anxiety  in  regard  to  the  Estimates  which 
is  necessary  in  order  to  deal  with  such  a 
question  as  a  new  type  or  the  improve- 
ment of  an  old  type.  Therefore  the  free 
time  of  the  year  to  work  out  these  all- 
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important  problems  is  after  the  Estimates  '  Devonport.  The  '*  Bulwark,"  I  hope, 
have  been  disposed  of.  So  far  as  the  will  be  commissioned  well  within  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  is  concerned,  that  is  three  years  from  the  time  at  which  she 
the  beginning  of  the  financial  year.  |  was  laid  down.  But  the  order  for  her 
Then,  after  all  these  momentous  ques-  machinery  was  given  about  six  months 
tions  are  settled,  six  more  months  are  before  the  ship  was  laid  down.  This 
required  in  order  to  work  out  in  the  shows  that  what  really  governs  the  rate 
minute  detail  necessary  for  theinstruction  ,  of  shipbuilding  at  the  present  moment 
of  the  contractors  or  the  dockyards  the  is  not  the  hull,  but  the  machinery.  I 
designs  and  the  plans  of  the  ships.  That ;  think  that  is  an  interesting  and  inst rue- 
brings  you  to  the  close  of  the  financial    tive  example. 

year.    So  when  a  small  sum  is  taken  to  j      I  should  like  to  say  one  word  about 
conmience  a  large  programme,  the  pro-    the   Controller's    department.     I    think 
ceeding  really  is  based  on  a  sound  prin-    it  is  extraordinary,  considering  that  the 
-ciple,  and  on  a  principle  which  experience  ,  head  of  that  department  is  not  a  trained 
has  shown  to  accelerate  work  in  the  long  I  business  man,  but  is  always  a  sailor  fresh 
run.     I  emphatically  say  that  the  proper    from  the  sea,  and  who  is  going  back  to 
time  for  commencing  ships  is  the   end  ,  the  sea  in  four  or   five  years  time,  that 
of  the  financial  year,  and  that  gives  you    such  business  aptitude  should  be  shown 
the  next  financial  year  for  continuous,  |  by  these  distinguished  naval  officers.     I 
steady  progress  on  that  new  ship.     I  wish    think  it  is  not  a  question  of  increasing 
to  make  that  explanation   because  the    the  staff  of  that  department.     However 
matter  did  not  seem  to  be  entirely  under-    much  you  increase  the  staff  there  must 
stood  by  some  of  our  critics  in  the  other    always  be  a  neck   to  the   bottle.     You 
House.     Lord   (roschen   asked   me   if   I    never  can  multiply  two  men  in  that  de- 
could  give  any  information  to  the  House    partment — the   Director  of  Naval   Con- 
in  respect  to  the  comparative  rates  of    struction  and  the  Controller.     The  work 
shipbuilding,  and  he  pointed  out  to  your  i  of  the  department   has  reached  such  a 
Lordships  some  reasons  why  it  is  not  ;  pitch  that  the  country  cannot   be  too 
probable  that  the  feat   would   ever   be  |  appreciative  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
repeated  of  building  a  battleship  within  ,  officers  carry  out  their  duty.     At  the 
two  years.     He  showed  to  your  Lord-    present  moment  I  calculate  tliat  there 
ships  that  the  governing  factor  is  not  so    are  actually  building  or  desigrling  no  less 
much  the  hull  of  a  ship  as  the  machinery,    than  102    vessels.     That  involves  on  the 
and  he  pointed  out  by  what  giant  strides    part  of  the  Director  of  Xaval  Construc- 
the  indicated  horse-power  had  gone  up  ,  tion  and  on'the  part  of  the  Controller  a 
since  the   days    of    the    '*  Majestic."     1    great  amount  of  work.     So  much   has 
afjree  with  Lord   Goschen  in   thinking    been   said   recently  in  criticism  of  that 
that  ships  will  never  be  built  again  within    department  that  I  should  like,  with  your 
two  years  ;  but  it  is  also  true  that  the  ,  Lordships'  permission,  to  give  you  a  brief 
arrears  in  shipbuilding,  as  to  which  I  |  summary  of  the  results  in    connection 
spoke  the  other  night,  have  brought  us    with  the  last  important  ship  completed 


to  a  slower  rate  of  progress  than  1  hope 
we  shall  ever  have  again  in  the  future. 
We  shall  never  get  back  to  the  days  of 


for  the  Navy — a  ship  of  very  special 
interest,  because  she  is  the  first  ship  com- 
pleted   belonging   to   the    new   class   of 


the  "  Majestic  "  and  the  "  Magnificent."  '  armoured  cruisers.  I  allude  to  the 
But  we  shall  do  something,  I  hope,  much  ."  Cressy."  The  designed  draught  of  the 
speedier  than  has  been  done  recently,  i  '*  Cressy,"  under  ordinary  conditions 
Even,  however,  at  the  slow  pace  at  which  I  of  loading,  was  26ft.  3in.,  and  the  dis- 
we  have  been  going  recently,  so  far  as  I    placement  12,000  tons.     The  correspond- 


can  see  from  the  figures  which  are  at  my 
disposal,  we  have  been  building  faster  than 
anv  foreign  country  except  the  Japanese 


ing  completed  draught  is  25ft.  9in. — or 
about  Gin.  less — with  about  11.700  tons 
displacement.     In  other  words,  the  ship 


ships  built  by  Armstrong  in  this  country,    can  carry  about  300  tons  more  coal  than 


which,  however,  are  not  two,  but  very 
nearly  three  years  ships.  As  an  illus- 
tration in  this  matter  I  will  take  the  case 
of  the  "  Bulwark,''  nearly  finished,  at 


was  promised  at  the  designed  draught, 
and  in  the  deep-load  conditions  draws 
6in.  less  water  than  designed.  As  re- 
gards her  speed,  at  the  designed  draught 
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the  promised  speed  on  an  eight  hours 
trial  with  21,000  horse-power  was  21 
knots.  Three  ships  of  the  class  have  been 
tried  at  the  designed  draught  with 
the  following  results  :  —  "  Cressy," 
21,200  horse-power,  21*437  knots 
(in  unfavourable  weather)  ;  *'  Aboukir," 
21,350  horse-power,  21*6  knots; 
*'Sutlej,"  21,260  horse-power,  21 '77 
knots.  The  actual  speed  for  21,000 
horse-power  is  therefore  about  half  a  knot 
greater  than  the  speed  promised  in  the 
design.  These  three  ships  have  also 
realised  a  speed  of  about  20 J  knots  on 
their  thirty  hours  trial — a  very  good 
performance.  As  regards  their  stabiHty 
and  manoeuvring  power,  they  have  more 
than  answered  all  that  was  expected  of 
them.  In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  correct 
a  misapprehension  with  reference  to  what 
I  said  the  other  day  in  regard  to  the 
strength  of  the  Mediterranean  Fleet  on  a 
war  footing.  It  appears  not  to  have  been 
wholly  understood  that  I  meant,  of 
course,  a  war  footing  after  war  mobilisa- 
tion. Again,  it  has  been  noticed  that  I 
did  not  say  anything  in  reference  to 
what  Mr.  Arnold-Forster  said  in  the 
other  House  about  combined  exercises  of 
the  Channel  and  Mediterranean  Squad- 
rons. I  did  not  do  so  because  I  felt  I  had 
already  trespassed  too  long  on  your 
Lordships'  indulgence;  but  those  com- 
bined exercises,  which  were  a  constant 
feature  in  the  past,  are  now  going 
to  be  revived,  and  I  hope  the  first  of 
these  combined  exercises  will  take  place 
this  autumn.  Lastly,  in  giving  the 
names  of  the  three  first  battleships  of 
the  new  type  I  said  the  first  of  those 
was  to  be  called  "King  Edward." 
That  was  a  true  but  not  a  complete 
statement ;  I  ought  to  have  said  **  King 
Edward  VIL" 


those  allotted  to  noble  Lords  taking  part 

in  the  trial.     There  will  be  plenty  of  room 

for  allotting  eighty  seats  for  peeresses^ 

and  forty  seats  for  peers  of  Scotland  and 

I  Ireland  who  do  not  sit  in  this  House,  and. 

for  the  eldest  sons  of  peers.     Below  the 

I  bar  1 00  seats  will  be  reserved  for  Members 

j  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  200^  for 

I  peers  who  shall  apply  for  tickets.     One 

ticket  will  be  delivered  to  each  peer,  and. 

j  peers   who  desire  these,   or  tickets  for 

I  peeresses,  should  apply  personally  at  the 

office  of  the  Lord   Great   Chamberlain 

between     10.30   a.m.     and   4   p.m.    on 

'  Monday  next. 

I     Earl  CARRINGTON  :  I  would  like 
to  ask  the  noble  Earl  if  his  attention  has. 
I  been  called  to   the  seating,  the   narrow 
i  ness  of  which  will  make  it  impossible  for 
many  noble  Lords  to  sit  down. 

The  Earl  of  MORLEY  :  The  noble 

I  Lord  has  justly  called  attention  to  the 

character  of  the  seating.     When  we  dis- 

I  covered  how  narrow  the  seats  were  the 

'  distribution  had  to  be  revised,  and  that  is 

the  reason  why  the  Report  is  not  yet  in 

print.     Chairs  will  be  placed  instead  of 

1  the  seats. 


FOREIGN    OFFICE— OFFICIALS  IN   THE. 
FAR  EAST  DEPARTMENT. 

Viscount  TEMPLETOWN  :  My  Lords,. 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  any  of  the 
officials  employed  in  the  Far  Eastern 
Department  of  the  Foreign  Office  have- 
at  any  time  served  in  China,  Japan,  or 
His  Majesty's  colonies  in  the  Far  EasU 
and,  if  so,  what  was  the  nature  of  those- 
servrccc. 


TRIAL  OF  EARL  RUSSELL. 

The  chairman  of  COMMITTEES 
(The  Earl  of  Morley)  :  My  Lords,  in 
bringing  up  for  consideration  the  third 
Report  from  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
forthcoming  trial  of  Earl  Russell,  I  must 
apologise  to  the  House  for  the  Report  not 
being  in  print.  I  may  tell  your  Lord- 
ships that  this  Report  refers  exclusively 
to  the  distribution  of  the  seats  which  will 
be  available  in  the  royal  gallery  beyond 

The  Earl  of  Selborne. 


*The  secretary  OF  STATE  for. 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of 
Lansdowne)  :  My  Lords,  in  answer  to- 
my  noble  friend,  I  have  to  say  that  none 
of  the  officials  employed  in  the  Far 
Eastern  Department  of  the  Foreign 
Office  have  served  either  in  China  or 
Japan,  or  His  Majesty's  colonies  in  the 
Far  East.  I  do  not  think  I  misinterpret 
the  purport  of  my  noble  friend's  question* 
when  I  say  it  iis  apparently  intended  to 
suggest  that  there  must  be  something 
very  fmperfect  in  the  organisation. of. the 
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Foreign  Office,  when  the  Far  Eastern  j  may  be  available  at  the  time.  At  this- 
Department  does  not  contain  officials  |  particular  moment,  when  we  have  ex- 
having  the  experience  to  which  my  noble  j  tremely  difficult  negotiations — which  no 
friend's  question  points.     The  idea  which  ]  doubt  my  noble  friend  has  in  his  mind 


he  suggests  is  an  attractive  one,  but  I 
doubt  whether  he  has  considered  how 
very  difficult  it  would  be  to  give  effect  to 


— proceeding  in  China,  we  have  had  the 
advantage  of  calling  into  our  councils 
several    gentlemen    eminently    qualified 


it  in  practice.  You  might,  I  suppose,  ,  to  give  us  advice.  We  have,  for  example,, 
whenever  troublesome  questions  arose  -  at  this  moment  in  this  country  Sir 
in  any  part  of   the   world,   call  up    to  i  Claude  MacDonald,  whose  name  I  need 


the  Foreign  Office  the  best  expert  that 
you  could  find,  having  experience  of 
the  affairs  of  that  particular  part  of 
the  world,    but   I  do    not   think   your 


only  mention  to  convince  my  noble 
friend  that  we  could  not  have  a  more 
expert  and  a  better  qualified  adviser 
than     he     is  ;      there      is     also      Mr- 


Ambassadors  or  Ministers  would  be  Cockburn,  who  was  for  some  time 
very  grateful  to  you  if  at  such  a  Chinese  Secretary  at  Peking,  and  who 
time  you  took  away  from  them  came  home  to  recruit  his  health,  which 
their  right-hand  men  and  called  them  I  suffered,  I  am  afraid,  a  great  deal  during; 
up  to  serve  in  the  Foreign  Office,  j  the  siege  of  the  Legations.  Amongst 
My  noble  friend  may  think  that  the  other  gentlemen  who  have  been  within^ 
object  can  be  achieved  in  another  way,  reach  within  the  last  few  months  arc 
and  that  it  might  be  arranged  that  in  Mr.  Brenan,  Consul  (General  at  Shanghai,, 
each  department  of  the  Foreign  Office  and  Mr.  Hopkins,  the  Consul  at  Chifu., 
there  should  be  officials  who  have  passed  I  niay  also  mention  Mr.  Jordan,  our 
a  certain  part  of  their  career  in  service  in  ,  Minister  at  Korea,  who  was  for  a  long 
the  varices  parts  of  the  world  with  which  ;  long  time  employed  at  the  Peking  Lega- 
each*  department  of  the  Foreign  Office  \  tion.  Besides  these  official  persons,  we 
is  particularly  concerned.  My  Lords,  ;  are  constantly  in  the  habit  of  keeping  in 
that  would  not  be  at  all  an  easy  arrange- 1  communication  with  the  mercantile  ard 
ment  to  carry  out.  It  would  lead  to  a  j  financial  associations  interested  in  the 
continual  repatriation  of  our  diplomatists,  |  affairs  of  the  Far  East.  We  have  bee  n 
followed  by  a  corresponding  expatriation  ,  in    touch    with    the    Hong    Kong    and 


of  our  Foreign  Office  clerks,  and  the 
dislocation  that  would  arise  would  be 
inconvenient  to  all  concerned.  But,  my 
Lords,  I  am  very  far  indeed  from  under- 
rating the  necessity  of  having  recourse 
to  the  advice  of  persons  possessing 
locally-acquired  knowledge,  and  I  think  I 
ought  to  say,  in  the  first  place,  that  the 
adviser  to  whom  the  Secretary  of  State 


Shanghai  Bank,  and  with  the  China 
Association,  the  representatives  of  which, 
have  been,  I  am  glad  to  say,  always  ready 
to  impart  to  us  the  valuable  knowledge 
which  they  possess.  I  hope  I  have  said 
enough  to  show  my  noble  friend  that  we 
do  not  differ  from  him  in  principltv 
although  we  are  not  able  to  agree  with 
what  I  understand  to  be  his  suggestion 


naturally  looks  for  local  experience  is  the   as  to  the  best  means  of  acquiring  the 
Minister  or  the  Ambassador  at  the  head  i  advice  of  these  local  experts  to  who?e 
of  the  embassy  or  legation  in  connection  |  opinions  he,  as  we  do,  attaches  very  great 
with  which  any  particular  difficulty  may    importance, 
have  arisen.     I  should  be  very  sorry  to 


admit,  particularly  in  these  days  when 
the  Foreign  Office  is  in  constant  com- 
munication by  the  telegraph  wire  with 


representatives     abroad,     that     we   teous   answer. 


Its      .^_ 

should  go  behind  the  backs  of  those 
representatives  and  rely  on  experts 
called  in  ad  hoc  to  advise  the  Foreign 
OflSce.  But  it  is  not  only  upon  the 
embassies  and  legations  that  we  are 
dependent.  We  make  it  a  rule,  so  far  as 
possible,  to  call  into  our  councils  any 
persons  possessing  local  experience  who 


Viscount  TEMPLETOWN  :  I  have  to 
thank  the  noble  Marquess  for  his  cour- 
With   reference   to   the 


methods  employed  by  His  Majesty's- 
Government  for  obtaining  the  best 
advice,  I  have  at  this  moment  no  re- 
marks to  offer ;  but  it  does  seenv 
extraordinary  that  in  the  office  from 
which  advice  is  sought  on  matters  con- 
cerning the  Far  East  there  is  no  official 
who  has  served  either  in  China,  Japan.. 
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or  His  Majesty's  colonies  in  the  Far  East. 
J  think 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (The 
Earl  of  Halsbury)  :  I  cannot  help  saying 
that  we  are  getting  extremely  irregular 
in  this  House.  The  noble  Lord  has  no 
right  of  reply.  The  rules  of  debate  are 
becoming  so  absolutely  departed  from, 
and  there  is  no  saying  to  what  extent 
the  practice  may  go,  that  I  feel  it  my 
Kluty  to  point  out  that  the  noble  Lord 
iis  entirely  out  of  order. 

Earl  SPENCER:  I  agree   with   the  I 
noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack 
that  there  has  been  a  tendency  to  fall  | 
into  the  irregular  practice  of  raising  a  I 
•debate    on    an    answer  to    a    question.  I 
Another  irregularity  is  that  of  referring 
to  speeches  made  in  the  House  of  Com- 1 
nions.     There  have  been  not  only  quota- ' 
tions  from  such  speeches,   but  to-night , 
the    noble  Earl   the    First  Lord   of   the 
Admiralty  has  answered  a  speech  in  the  i 
House  of  Commons,  and  this  may  pos-  , 
sibly  lead  to  representations  in  another 
place  upon  the  irregularity. 


accurate  must  depend  the  confidence  of 
the  country  in  the  efficiency  of  the 
MiUtary  Intelligence  Department. 

The  under  SECRET ARYof  STATE 
FOR  INDIA  (The  Earl  of  Hardwicke)  :  In 
the  absence  of  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  I  have  been  asked  to  reply 
to  the  noble  Earl.  The  report  in  question 
was  in  a  book,  and  kept  secret  until  it 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Boers  and 
became  public.  All  the  copies  that  could 
be  collected  in  South  Africa  were  collected 
and  the  book  was  made  a  Parliamentary 
Paper,  and  placed  on  the  Table  in  dummy. 
Copies  were  placed,  as  the  noble  Earl  has 
stated,  in  the  libraries  of  both  Houses. 
The  question  of  the  noble  Earl  amounts 
to  a  request  that  the  book  should  be 
reprinted,  and  to  this  I  am  instructed  to 
say  that  the  Secretary  of  State  con- 
siders that  it  would  be  a  waste  of  time 
and  public  money,  and  he  is  unable  to 
consent  to  the  reprinting.  He,  however, 
has  six  copies  left,  and  these  he  is  per- 
fectly willing  to  distribute  among 
members  of  both  Houses. 


Viscount  TEMPLETGWN  :  I  apologise 
for  my  irregularity.  I  am  not  satisfied 
with  the  reply  of  the  noble  Marquess, 
and  will  take  a  future  opportunity  of 
drawing  attention  to  it. 


SOUTH    AFRICAN    WAR— NUMBER     OF 
BOE.i  FORCES  BEFORE  THE   WAR. 

Earl  BEAUCH  AMP;  My  Lords,  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  if  he  will  arrange  for  the  further 
distribution  of  the  report  of  the  Intelli- 
gence Department  upon  the  forces  of  the 
Boer  RepubHc  before  the  war,  the  supply 
of  which  has  proved  insufficient  for  the 
members  of  this  House.  This  report  has 
been  extensively  quoted  from  in  the 
public  press  of  other  countries,  and  has 
also  been  reviewed  in  the  press  of  this 
country,  and  referred  to  in  debate  by  the 
noble  Marquess  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs.  A  few  copies,  I 
understand,  have  been  placed  in  the 
library,  but  members  have  been  unable 
to  obtain  copies.  I  attach  great  import- 
.  ance  to  this  document,  because  upon  its 
.  accuracy  and  our  conviction  that  it  is 

Viscount  TempJetown. 


Earl  SPENCER :  I  think  more  in- 
formation is  required.  We  have  often 
heard  of  the  abuses  of  placing  a  Paper  in 

i  dummy  on  the  Table,  but  I  have  never 
heard  of  a  much  greater  one  than  this, 
where  a  report  intended  as  a  Parlia- 
mentary Paper  is  placed  on  the  Table  on 
dummy,   and   only   a   few   copies  after- 

I  wards  put  in  the  Ubrary.  It  is  no  answer 
to  say  that  the  printing  would  involve 
considerable  expense.  The  report  has 
been  ordered  as  a  ParHamentary  Paper, 

■  and  should  be  circulated  in  the  same  way 

,  as  any  other  Paper  would  be  circulated. 

The  Earl  of  HARDWICKE :  I  am 
afraid    I   cannot    enter   into    the   point 

I  raised  by  the  noble  Earl.  I  have  only 
replied  in  the  absence  of  my  noble  friend 

I  Lord  Raglan,  but  I  will  communicate 
the  tenour  of  his  remarks  to  the  Under- 

,  Secretary  of  State. 


House  adjourned  at  twenty-five 
minutes  past  Six  o'clock,  to 
Mondav  next,  a  quarter 
before  Eleven  o'clock. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Friday,    I2th    Jviy,    1901. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


CHESTERFIELD     IMPROVEMENT    BILL 

[Lords]. 

LONDON,      BRIGHTON.     AND      SOUTH 

COAST  RAILWAY  BILL  [Lords]. 

As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

BRISTOL  CORPORATION  (DOCKS  AND 
RAILWAYS,    ETC.)    BILL     [Lords].    (By 

OSSER.) 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

IDUCATION  BOARD  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  (BARNES) 
BILL  LLords]. 

TRAMWAYS    ORDERS    CONFIRMATION 
(No.  2)   BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

BARROW-IN-FURNESS       CORPORATION 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported,  with  Amendments  ;  Report 
to  he  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

SHIELDS  BRIDGE  BILL  [Lords]. 
Reported  [Preamble  not  proved] ;  Re- 
port to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  O). 
Sir  Robert  Gunter  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Group  0  of  Private  BiUs  ; 
That,  there  being  no  business  ready  for 
thdr  consideration,  the  Ck)mmittee  had 
adjourned  till  Tuesday  next,  at  half-past 
Heven  of  the  clock. 

Report  to  he  upon  the  Table.  | 

MANCHESTER         AND  LIVERPOOL 

ELECTRIC    EXPRESS    RAILWAY    BILL 
[Lords]. 

Sir  Lewis  M*Iver  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Manchester  and 
Liverpool  Electric  Express  Railway  Bill 
[Lords];  That,  on  account  of  pubUc 
engagements  of  Members  of  the  Com- 
Boittee,  they  had  adjourned  until  Tuesday 
next,  at  Eleven  of  the  clock. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to,  Aldershot 
Gas  and  Water  Bill,  with  Amendments. 
VOL  XCVII.       [Fourth  Series.] 


That  they  have  agreed  tOjAmendments 
to  King's  Norton  and  Northfield  Urban 
District  Tramways  Bill  [Lords],  without 
amendment. 


PETITIONS, 


ALKALI,     ETC., 


WORKS    REGULATION 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Stretford,  in  favour ; 
to  he  upon  the  Table. 

EDUCATION  (CONTINUATION  SCHOOLS) 
BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Norwich  ; 
Llangollen ;  and  Keighley ;  to  he  upon 
the  Table. 

SALE   OP  INTOXICATING   LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY    BILL. 

Petition  from  Seaton,  in  favour  ;  to  he 
upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OP   INTOXICATING   LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN  BILL. 

Petition  from  Frodingham,  in  favour  ; 
to  he  upon  the  Table. 

SOVEREIGN'S    OATH   ON     ACCESSION 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Edinburgh,  against ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table, 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,    ETC. 

CLERGY  (WEST  INDIES!. 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  the 
Amount  payable  on  5th  January,  1901, 
out  of  the  ConsoUdated  Fund  for  Ecclesi- 
astical purposes  in  the  West  Indies  [by 
Act] ;  to  he  upon  the  Table. 

POST  OFFICE  SAVINGS  BANKS. 
Accounts  presented,  of  all  deposits 
received  and  paid  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1900,  and  of  the  Sum 
received  and  paid  by  the  National  Debt 
Commissioners  on  account  of  the  Fund 
for  the  Post  Office  Savings  Banks  in  the 
same  year  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  262.] 

PIER    AND    HARBOUR     PROVISIONAL. 
ORDERS    (No.  3)  BILL. 

•  Return    presented,     relative    thereto 
[ordered  1 1th  July  ;  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour] 
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to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  263.1 

EXPLOSIONS  (EXPLOSION  AT  MESSRS. 
KYNOCH»S  FACTORY,  WORSBOROUGH 
DALE,  NEAR  BARNSLEY). 

Copy  presented,  of  report  by  Captain 
J.  H.  Thomson,  His  Majesty's  Chief 
Inspector  of  Explosives,  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
on  the  circumstances  attending  an 
explosion  which  occurred  in  the  car- 
tridge press  house  at  the  factory  of 
Messrs.  Kynoch,  Limited,  at  Wors- 
borough  Dale,  near  Barnsley,  on  the 
25th  May,  1901  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

PROSECUTION    OF     OFFENCES     ACTS, 
1879  AND  1884. 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[Address  9th  July  ;  Mr,  Jesse  Collings] ; 
to  he  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  264.] 

POLLING  DISTRICTS  (SURREY). 
Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the 
County  Council  of  Surrey  altering  the 
Parliamentary  Polling  Place  for  Nutfield 
PoUing  District  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

TREATY  SERIES  (No.  6,  1901). 
Copy  presented,  of  Convention  between 
the  United  Kingdom  and  the  United 
States  of  America  for  the  Mutual  Ex- 
tradition of  Fugitive  Criminals.  Signed 
at  Washington,  13th  December,  1900. 
Ratifications  exchanged  at  Washington, 
22nd  April,  1901  [by  Command] ;  to  Ue 
upon  the  Table. 

PAPEiR  LAID  UPON  THE  TABLE  BY 
THE  CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Caledonian  Canal. — Copy  of  Ninety- 
sixth  Report  of  the  Commissioners  [by 
Act] ;  to  be  printed.    [No.  265.] 

RELIGIOUS  INSTRUCTORS. 
Return  ordered,  "  showing,  with  re- 
spect to  each  Poor  Law  Union  in  the 
Metropolis,  whether  there  is  a  paid 
Religious  Instructor  (Roman  Catholic 
or  Nonconformist)  for  the  inmates  of 
the  workhouse  or  workhouse  infirmary, 
and  what  is  the  amount  of  the  salary 
payable  to  each  Instructor." — (Mr. 
TMoL) 
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SOUTH     AFRICAN    WAR— BOER 
PRISONERS    IN   CEYLON. 

Mr.  O'SHEE  (Waterford,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  can  state  how  many  of  the 
force  of  over  4,000  Boers  who  surren- 
dered with  General  t^rinsloo  were  de- 
ported to  Ceylon ;  how  many  were  other- 
wise dealt  with  and  where  are  they; 
where  is  General  Prinsloo,  and  what  are 
his  present  circumstances. 

The  financial  SECRETAEY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Lord  Stanley, 
Lancashire,  Westhoughton)  :  3,515 
prisoners  who  surrendered,  and  General 
Prinsloo,  were  deported  to  Ceylon.  The 
remainder  for  various  reasons,  such  as 
old  age,  ill-health,  etc.,  were  not  removed 
from  South  Africa. 

Mr.  O^SHEE:  Will  the  ncjle  Lord 
answer  the  last  portion  of  the  question 
with  regard  to  General  Prinsloo  ? 

Lord  STANLEY :  1  believe  he  is  at 
Colombo. 

VLAKFONTEIN  ENGAGEMENT. 
Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  desire  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
to  whom  I  have  given  private  notice  of 
the  question,  whether  it  is  the  fact  that 
on  the  night  after  the  Vlakfontein 
engagement  the  British  forces  retreated, 
leaving  their  hospital  and  all  their 
wounded  in  the  hands  of  the  Boers. 

LORU  STANLEY:  My  light  hon. 
friend  has  asked  me  to  say  that  he  has  no 
information  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  DILLON :  1  wish  to  asK  the 
noble  Lord  whether,  in  view  of  the 
ample  promise  which  he  made  yesterday 
of  inquiry  into  this  question,  he  will  ask 
by  telegraph  for  an  answer  to  my  ques- 
tion. 

Lord  STANLEY :  I  am  afraid  tiiat 
I  cannot  Undertake  to  say  that.  But,  as 
my  right  hon.  friend  has  promised  that 
a  full  inquiry  shall  be  made  into  the 
matter,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  answer 
to  this  question  will  be  elicited  by  the 
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information  which  has  already  been 
^ed  for. 

MR.  DILLON:  That  is  not  a  fair 
answer  to  my  question.  [Cries  of 
''Order!"]  I  think  I  am  entitled,  as 
this  is  a  very  serious  matter,  to  press  the 
noHe  Lord  to  say  whether  he  wUl  under- 
take, on  behalf  of  the  War  Office,  to  give 
the  same  treatment  to  inquiries  from 
Members  on  this  side  of  the  House  with 
regard  to  this  unhappy  affair  as  he  has 
already  promised  to  the  inquiries  of  hon. 
•Gentlemen  opposite. 

Lord  STANLEY:  That  can  hardly 
apply.  My  right- hon.  friend,  I  am  sure, 
lias  not  the  slightest  intention  to  hide 
anything  which  happened  on  this  occa- 
«on;  and  he  will  place  the  House  in 
possession  of  as  full  information  as  he 
tan  in  relation  to  every  occurrence  on 
that  day. 

Mr.  DUXON:  Why,  then,  will  not 
the  noble  Lord  promise  that  he  will 
inquire  whether  this  all-important  inci- 
dent occurred  ? 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order  I  That 
i)uestion  has  been  answered.  [National- 
ist cries  of  "  No."]  The  noble  Lord  has 
giTen  an  answer  which  he  says  is  the  only 
answer  he  proposes  to  give. 

[Cries  of  "  Order  ! ''] 

Mr.  DILLON  remained  standing, 

*Mr.  speaker  :  It  is  impossible  for 
TJie  tQ.hear  amidst  this  noise  whether 
the  hon.  Member  is  rising  to  a  point  of 
order  or  not. 

Mr.  DILLON :  I  claim  a  right  to  be 
heard  on  a  point  of  order.  What  I 
submit  is  that  the  noble  Lord  declined 
to  answer  my  question.  It  is  a  yqtj 
ample  question — ^namely,  whether  he  will 
undertake  on  behalf  of  the  War  Office 
to  inquire  by  telegram  whether  the 
allegations  contained  in  my  telejq:ram  are 
trui*  or  not. 

I JIr. "SPEAKER:  The  noble  Lord  has 
given  the  only  answer  which  he  pro- 
poses to  give,  and  he  has  stated  so.  In 
those  drcumstances,  if  the  hon.  Member 
^iesires  further  information,  he  must  put 
<lown  a  question  in  the  ordinary  way. 


Mr.  DILLON  :  I  shall  put  it  down  for 
Monday. 

PROPOSED   REVIEW    OF   RETURNED 
VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr.  THOMAS  DEWAR  (Tower  Ham 
lets,  St.  George's) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
arrangements  can  be  made  to  hold  a 
review  in  Hyde  Park  of  Volunteers 
who  have  returned  to  this  country  from 
active  service  in  South  Africa. 

Lord  STANLEY  :  The  proposition  ot 
the  hon.  Member  shall  have  every  con- 
sideration. 

LONDON  AND  NORTH  WESTERN  RAIL- 
WAY COMPANY— DISMISSAL  OF  EM- 
PLOYEES. 

Mr.  bell  (Derby) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  if  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  action  of  the  London  and 
North  Western  Railway  Company  in 
dismissing  a  number  of  men  from  their 
employment  for  giving  evidence  in  one 
of  His  Majesty's  High  Courts  of  Justice, 
and  to  a  report  of  a  coroner's  inquest 
held  at  Willesden  Vestry  Hall  on  the 
6th  instant,  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of 
a  fatal  accident  to  a  fireman  named 
George  Hearsum,  employed  by  the  same 
company,  at  which  the  foreman  of  the 
jury  complained  of  the  difficulty  of 
getting  evidence  when  railway  employees 
came  there,  and  to  the  remarks  of  the 
coroner  in  reference  to  evidence  given  by 
an  official  of  the  company  ;  and  whether 
he  will  take  steps  by  legislation  or  other- 
wise to  protect  witnesses  from  being 
interfered  with  by  their  employers. 

The  under  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOR  THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Jesse  Colungs,  Birmingham,  Bordes- 
ley). :  The  Secretary  of  State's  attention 
has  not  been  specially  called  to  the  cir- 
cumstances referred  to  in  the  first  part 
of  the  question.  It  is,  of  course,  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  witnesses  should 
not  be  deterred  from  telling  the  truth 
in  courts  of  justice  by  fear  of  the  conse- 
quences, and  if  the  hon.  Member  will 
furnish  the  Secretary  of  State  with  par- 
ticulars of  any  cases  in  which  this  is 
believed  to  have  happened,  he  will  con- 
sider the  question  further ;   but  he  does 
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not  think  that  a  mere  general  statement 
bv  the  foreman  of  a  coroner's  jury,  such 
as  that  referred  to  in  the  question,  is  of 
itself  suflScient  ground  for  proposing  any 
amendment  of  the  law. 

WILLESDEN    GOODS    YARD- 
FATALITIES. 

Mr.  bell  :  I  heg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  coroner's  inquest  held 
at  the  Vestry  Hall,  Willesden,  on  the 
6th  instant,  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  a 
fatal  accident  on  the  fourth  instant  to  a 
fireman  named  George  Hearsum,  em- 
ployed by  the  London  and  North  Western 
Railway  Company ;  whether,  seeing 
that  the  yaad  is  badly  lighted,  and  that 
a  number  of  men  have  been  killed  there, 
he  will  arrange  to  hold  an  immediate 
inquiry  into  the  matter ;  and  can  he 
state  how  many  persons  have  been  killed 
in  this  yard  during  the  last  ten  years. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour, 
Leeds,  Central) :  I  have  ordered  an 
inquiry  into  this  accident.  I  will  com- 
municate with  the  hon.  Member,  and 
give  him  the  number  of  accidents,  if 
any,  which  are  found  on  the  Board  of 
Trade  records. 

CHELSEA  ELECTRICITY  SUPPLY 
COMPANY. 

Mr.  STUART-WORTLEY  (Sheffie  d, 
Hallam) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  whether  he  has  given 
any  decision  or  made  any  order  pur- 
porting to  disentitle  the  Chelsea  Elec- 
tricity Supply  Company  from  recovering 
an  increased  price  per  unit  for  current 
supplied  to  customers  who  have  not  con- 
sented to  accept  current  at  200  volts  in 
cases  where  the  company  have  not  oflfered 
to  defray  the  expense  of  changing  the 
voltage;  and,  if  so,  where  the  text  of 
such  order  or  decision  can  be  found. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  The 
Board  of  Trade  have  issued  amended 
regulations  with  respect  to  the  changes 
of  pressure  by  electric  lighting  under- 
takers, which  provide,  in  effect,  that 
when  the  regulations  apply  the  under- 
takers must  pay  the  reasonable  costs  of, 
or  incidental  to,  a  change  of  pressure  on 
consumers'  premises;    but  the  regula. 


tions  do  not  purport  to  affect  the  power 
of  charging.  I  shall  be  happy  to  send 
my  right  hon.  friend  a  copy  of  the  model 
regulations. 

LEYTONSTONE  POOR  LAW  SCHOOLS. 
Mr.  flower  (Bradford,  W.) :  Iheg: 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  if  he  can  state  the  reasons 
given  by  the  Bethnal  Green  Board  of 
Guardians  for  asking  leave  to  enlarge 
the  accommodation  of  their  school  at 
Leytonstone;  whether  the  number  of 
children  in  the  schools  has  decreased; 
and  if  the  Department  have  decided  to. 
sanction  the  projected  enlargement. 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL. 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Walter 
Long,  Bristol,  S.) .  I  have  recently 
authorised  an  addition  to  the  infants' 
school  room  at  the  Leytonstone  schoob- 
at  a  cost  not  exceeding  £683.  This  addi- 
tion,  which  will  not  involve  any  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  children  to  be 
maintained  in  the  schools,  was  proposed 
by  the  guardians  on  the  ground  that  the 
schoolroom  was  quite  inadequate  for  the 
proper  accommoidation  of  the  infants. 
The  number  of  children  in  the  schools  om 
the  1st  of  this  month  was  368,  as  com- 
pared with  407  on  the  corresponding; 
day  of  last  year. 

WAKEFIELD    INFECTIOUS   DISEASES 
HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  BRIGG  (Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Keigh- 
ley) :  On  behalf  on  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Normanton  Division  of  Yorkshire,  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  the 
Wakefield  Corporation  have  applied  to- 
the  Local  Government  Board  for  sanction 
for  a  loan  for  the  purchase  of  a  site  for  an 
infectious  diseases  hospital  for  the  use 
of  the  city  of  Wakefield,  and  that  this  site 
is  outside  the  city  of  Wakefield  and 
within  the  urban  district  of  Stanley, 
where  there  is  a  growing  urban  popula- 
tion, and  that  the  hospital  is  proposed 
to  be  placed  in  one  of  the  best  building^ 
districts  of  Stanley;  and,  seeing  that 
objection  is  taken  to  the  erection  of  the 
hospital  by  the  inhabitants  of  Stanley, 
whether,  before  sanctioning  the  loan, 
he  will  cause  special  inquiry  to  be  made^ 
as  to  whether  there  is  a  suitable  site^ 
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br  such  hospital  within  the  boundary 
of  the  city  of  Wakefield,  or  in  places 
^jontiguous  thereto,  which  are  purely 
■agricultural,  and  where  there  would  bie 
no  interference  with  building  develop- 
ment. 

Mb.  WALTER  LONG :  A  local  in- 
•quiry  has  recently  been  held  by  one 
•of  the  inspectors  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  with  regard  to  an  applica- 
tion for  sanction  to  a  loan  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  site  for  the  proposed  hospital. 
I  have  not  at  present  received  the  in- 
spector's report  as  to  the  inquiry,  but 
when  it  comes  before  me  I  will  give  care- 
ful consideration  to  the  matters  referred 
lo  in  the  latter  part  of  the  question. 

THE  WHARTON  COMMISSION. 
Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
whether  be  is  prepared  to  issue  copies  of 
the  Report  of  the  Wharton  Commission 
to  the  House  or  to  such  Members  as 
^ke  an  interest  in  the  matter. 

Tm^rviCE-PRESlDENT  of  ihe 
"BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  (Sir  J.  Gorst, 
'Cambridge  University) :  As  stated  on 
March  2l8t,  there  was  no  Commission, 
Vat  a  Departmental  Committee,  and 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  is  a  confi- 
dential document,  which  it  is  not  pro- 
posed to  lay  before  Parliament. 

NORTH  SLIGO  FISHERIES. 
Mr.  WILLIAM  M'KILLOP  (Sligo,  N.): 
1  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
w  avare  that  inconvenience,  danger,  and 
fcss  are  occasioned  to  the  fishermen 
'^  Fireragh,  Magherow,  and  Innish- 
murray,  Ireland,  on  the  coast  of  North 
^ligo,  owing  to  the  want  of  safe  and 
*<lequate  landing  accommodation  ;  and 
^  these  districts  are  scheduled  under  the 
ingested  Districts  Acts,  will  he  call  for  a 
T«port  on  the  fishing  industry  in  the 
places  named,  with  a  view  to  developing 
"^he  fishing  industry  off  the  coast  of 
^'orth  Sligo,  and  assisting  the  fishermen 
^  improve  their  condition. 

Thb  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover):     The 


fishing  industry  off  this  portion  of  the 
coast  of  Sligo  has  engaged  the  attention 
of  the  Congested  Districts  Board.  There 
are  no  natural  facilities  for  constructing 
safe  landing  places  at  a  reasonable  cost, 
but  improvements  have  been  effected 
at  existing  landing-places,  and  the 
construction  of  a  landmg-place  at  Knock- 
lane  is  now  under  consideration. 

KERRY   RAILWAY  AND   HARBOUR 
GUARANTEES. 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  he  will  be  prepared  to  institute 
an  inquiry  into  the  amounts  paid  by  the 
ratepayers  of  Kerry  towards  railway 
and  harbour  guarantees  in  the  county ; 
and  whether,  considering  the  poverty 
of  the  county,  nearly  three-fourths  of  it 
being  congested,  he  will  take  steps  to 
relieve  the  ratepayers  from  the  burdens 
imposed  on  them,  by  a  readjustment  of 
the  rate  of  interest,  and  by  such  pay- 
ments towards  the  capital  as  shall  on 
inquiry  be  found  due  to  the  county. 

Mr.  wyndham  :  The  only  guarantee 
under  which  capital  and  interest  are 
payable  to  the  Commissioners  of  Public 
works  is  that  in  the  case  of  the  Tralee 
and  Fenit  Harbour.  The  question  of  a 
readjustment  of  the  rate  of  interest  in 
this  case,  and  of  a  remission  of  part  of  the 
capital,  has  already  been  under  con- 
sideration by  the  Treasury,  whose  deci- 
sion was  communicated  to  the  harbour 
board.  There  are  other  undertakings  in 
respect  to  which  local  guarantees  are 
payable  by  the  county.  In  the  case  of 
two  of  these  (the  Headford  and  Kenmare 
and  West  Kerry  Railways)  the  Treasury 
recoup  the  county  half  of  the  annual 
charges ;  this  recoupment  is  distinct 
from  the  relief  afforded  out  of  the  Local 
Taxation  Account  under  Section  58 
(4)  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1898. 
Under  the  provisions  of  this  section  the 
sum  of  £5,951  14s.  lOd.  was  paid  to  the 
county  in  the  past  year  on  account  of 
railway  and  other  charges.  The  Govern- 
ment are  not  aware  of  any  sufficient 
reasons  for  an  inquiry,  such  as  suggested 
in  the  question. 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL:  Will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  institute  the 
inquiry  suggested  in  the  question?  jQQ  Ic 
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Mr.  WYNDHAM  :    I  am  afraid  I  can  I 
add  nothing  to  my  answer. 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  •     Will ! 
the   right  hon.  Gentleman  consent    to 
receive  any  statements  on  the  subject  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  am  always  glad 
to  receive  statements. 

ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY  HORSES. 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  Com- 
mandant Singleton,  Royal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary Depot,  traffics  in  horses ;  has 
he  sold  horses  to  newly  appointed  officers 
in  the  Constabulary,  and  will  the  Govern- 
ment secure  that  inferior  officials  of  the 
Constabulary  shall  be  allowed  to  buy 
their  horses  in  the  open  market. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  This  question  has 
been  referred  to  Mr.  Singleton  for  his 
observations.  He  is  at  present  absent  I 
from  Dublin  on  special  duty.  He  assisted 
the  Inspector  General  in  the  purchase  of 
horses,  and  it  is  probable  he  has  done  the 
same  for  suboixlinate  officers  at  their 
request. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  shall  repeat  this 
question. 

LOANS  TO  IRISH  TENANT  FARMERS. 
Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE  (Wexford. 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he 
is  aware  that  it  is  not  possible  for  tenant 
farmers  in  Ireland  to  obtain  a  loan  for  the 
building  of  dwelUng  houses  from  the 
Board  of  Works  for  a  longer  period  than 
twenty-one  years,  and  if  he  will  endea- 
vour to  have  the  period  for  such  loans 
extended  to  forty-two  years. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Loans  to  tenants  for 
dweUing  houses  under  the  31st  section 
of  the  Land  Law  Act,  1881,  are  repayable 
in  twenty-two  not  twenty-one  years. 
The  period  was  fixed  by  the  Treasury, 
and  the  Government  has  no  reason  for 
believing  that  it  presses  hardly  on 
borrowers, 

MILLSTREET  (CORK)  LABOURERS' 
COTTAGES  INQUIRY. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  (Cork,  Mid) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 


tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  can  state 
what  is  the  cause  of  the  delay  in 
the  production  of  the  Local  Grovem- 
ment  Board  inspector's  report  on  the 
inquiry  under  the  Labourers  Acts,  which 
was  held  in  January  last,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Millstreet  Rural  District 
Council,  county  Cork,  and  if  stepfr 
will  be  taken  to  arrange  for  an  early 
publication  of  the  report. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  inspectors 
report  will  be  communicated  to  the 
rural  district  council  on  Monday  next. 

SLIGO    COUNTY,  CXDURT  APPEALS. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  M*KILLOP :  I  beg  to 
ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
can  he  state  in  how  many  cases  within 
the  five  years  ending  30th  June,  1901^ 
have  appeals  been  made  from  the  decisions^ 
of  the  county  court  judge  of  Sligo,  and 
in  how  many  cases  have  the  decisions  of 
his  honour  been  upheld  on  appeal. 

ml 

The  attorney  GENERAL  im 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry, 
N.) :  I  am  informed  that  560  appeals 
were  taken  against  the  decisions  of  the 
county  court  judge  in  the  period  men- 
tioned, of  which  419  were  upheld  and  141 
were  reversed.  I  beg  to  remind  the  hon. 
Member  that  these  appeals  are  rehear- 
ings,  on  which  additional  evidence  may  be^ 
given,  as  of  right,  and  almost  invariably 
is  given  by  both  parties* 

TRIAL  OF  MR.  P.  F.  WALSH,  J.P. 
Mr.  O'SHEE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether,  in  the  case  of  alleged 
criminal  conspiracy  against  Mr.  P.  F. 
Walsh,  Chairman  of  the  Waterford 
County  Council,  and  others,  to  be  tried 
in  the  City  of  Cork,  Mr.  Seymour  Bushe^ 
K.C.,  has  been  retained  as  special  counsel 
for  the  Crown  ;  can  he  state  the  circum- 
stances generally  under  which  special 
counsel  are  retained  in  addition  to  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  and  the  usual 
Crown  Prosecutors  for  each  county ;  in* 
how  many  criminal  cases  during  the 
past  five  years  special  counsel  have  been, 
brought  in  on  behalf  of  the  Crown,  and 
whether  there  is  anything  to  prevent 
the  Irish  Attorney  General  and  Solicitor 
General  from  representing  the  Crown 
in  this  cascDijit^g^j  gnll  he  say  who  decidea 
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whether  special  counsel  are  to  be  retained 
for  the  Crown,  and  whether  the  fees 
payable  are  given  as  a  separate  item  in 
accounts  furnished  to  Parliament. 

MB.TATKINSON :  Perhaps  I  should 
reply  to  this  question.  Mr.  Bushe  has 
not  been  specially  retained  by  the  Crown 
in  this  particular  case,  but  owing  to  the 
unay(MdaI>le  absence  of  the  senior  Crown 
prosecutor  for  the  county  of  Cork,  Mr. 
Ronan,  that  gentleman's  briefs  in  all 
criminal  cases  have,  by  my  directions, 
been  transferred  to  Mr.  Bushe.  Special 
counsel  is  retained  when  in  the  judgment 
of  the  Attorney  Greneral  of  the  day  it  is 
desirable  to  do  so.  There  is  nothing  to 
prevent  one  of  the  Law  Officers  repre- 
senting the  Crown  in  this  case,  except  that 
the  crime  is  not  of  a  sufficiently  serious 
character,  or  the  case  of  isuffici^nt  diffi- 
culty, and  that  they  are  engaged  else- 
where on  public  business.  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  give  the  number  of  instances 
in  which  special  counsel  have  been  re- 
tained by  the  Crown,  but  what  has 
occurred  in  this  case  takes  place  in  some 
parts  of  Ireland  almost  f every  circuit, 
and  notably  at  Limerick  during  the 
present  circuit.  The  reply  to  the  last 
paragraph  is  in  the  negative. 

WATERFORD  ASSIZES. 
Mr.  O'SHEE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  jurors 
were  summoned  to  the  assizes  at  Water- 
ford  just  concluded  from  all  parts  of  the 
county,  though  no  case  was  for  trial; 
and,  in  order  to  be  present  at  the  opening 
of  the  assizes,  it  is  necessary  for  jurors  in 
some  districts  of  the  county  to  leave  home 
the  day  before  owing  to  want  of  railway 
facilities  ;  and  can  he  explain  why  steps 
are  not  taken  to  notify  jurors  that  their 
attendance  is  not  required  at  assizes,  in 
the  same  way  as  in  reference  to  quarter 
aessions  when  no  criminal  case  stands 
for  hearing;  and  if  an  amendment  of 
the  law  is  necessary,  whether  he  would 
undertake  to  treat  a  Bill  for  the  purpose 
as  an  unopposed  Bill. 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  The  explanation 
vhy  the  practice  at  assizes  and  quarter 
sessions  is  different  is  that  the  Quarter 
Sessions  (Jurors)  Act,  1897,  does  not 
apply  to  assizes.     At  the  time  that  Act 


was  introduced  it  was  most  anxiously 
considered  whether  it  would  be  possible 
to  apply  its  provisions  to  assizes,  and  for 
many  reasons,  which  it  is  impossible  to 
state  in  answer  to  a  question,  it  was 
decided  that  the  Act  could  not  be  so 
extended.  The  reply  to  the  last  question 
is  therefore  in  the  negative. 

WEXFORD  COUNTY  SURVEYOR. 
Sm  THOMAS  ESMONDE :  I  beg  to 
ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  sworn  admission  of  the  Wexford 
County  Surveyor,  at  page  11  of  Return 
No.  149,  ordered  by  this  House  to  be 
printed  on  2nd  May,  1901,  that  he 
obtained  £50  a  year  for  ten  years  by 
presentment  of  the  Wexford  grand  jury 
for  a  clerk  and  office  under  Section  63, 
of  6  and  7  Wm.  6,  cap.  116,  although  in 
fact  he  never  kept  a  clerk  or  office ;  and 
can  he  explain  why  no  notice  has  been 
taken  of  the  matter. 

Me.  ATKINSON  :  The  hon.  Baronet 
is,  I  think,  in  a  better  position  to  reply  to 
this  question  than  I  am,  inasmuch  as  I 
beUeve  he  was  a  member  of  the  particular 
grand  jury  which  he  alleges  overpaid 
this  officer  for  many  years.  It  was  not  a 
matter  over  which  the  Executive  had 
any  control,  and  it  was  a  practice  which 
the  hon.  Baronet,  if  he  was  aware  of  it, 
was  bound  to  endeavour  to  prevent. 


Sir    THOMAS    ESMONDE; 
should  have  done,  had  I  known. 


So    I 


IRISH  GEOLOGICAL  SURVEY. 
Mr.  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Committee  of  Council 
on  Education  whether  he  can  state 
the  date  of  the  last  Geological  Sur- 
vey of  Ireland,  in  which  the  mineral 
deposits  are  given ;  and  whether  the 
Government  intend  to  afford  any  faciU- 
ties  for  the  development  of  such  resources 
in  Ireland. 

Sir  J.  GORST:  The  results  of  the 
survey  of  the  mineral  districts  of  Ireland 
are  embodied  in  the  maps  published 
during  the  general  survey  of  that 
country  between  1845  and  1887  ;  any 
necessary  revision  of  the  maps  as  regards 
the  mineral  deposits  will  be  considered 
in  connection  with  the  drift  survey, 
which  is  in  progress.  . 
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COMMISSIONER    OF     IRISH     LIGHTS- 
DISMISSAL  OF  CAPTAIN  M*COMBIE. 

Mr.  MOONEY  (Dublin  co.,  S.) :  I  beg 
t  o  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
if  his  attention  has  been  called  totheaction 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Irish  Lights 
with  regard  to  the  dismissal  of  Captain 
Thomas  M'Combie  on  the  1 1th  December, 
1899,  on  the  alleged  ground  of  ill-health  ; 
is  he  aware  that  Captain  M*Combie  had 
been  for  twenty-seven  years  in  the 
service  of  the  Commissioners,  as  was 
stated  by  them  in  a  certificate  of  25th 
September,  1900  ;  can  he  state  why  such 
certificate  was  withdrawn ;  and  whether 
he  will  cause  an  inquiry  to  be  held  in  the 
matter. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  The  officer 
referred  to  was  the  servant  of  the 
Irish  Lights  Commissioners,  and  not  of 
the  Board  of  Trade.  That  Department 
is  not  in  a  position  to  interfere.  Their 
sole  duty  was  to  authorise  the  payment 
by  the  Commissioners  to  M*Combie  of  a 
pension  on  his  retirement  on  the  ground 
of  ill-health,  and  this  has  been  done. 

ARSENIC  IN  BEER. 
Mr.  PURVIS  (Peterborough):  On 
behalf  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  Sleaford  Division  of 
Lincolnshire,  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  if  he  can  state  whether 
the  Royal  Commission  now  sitting  has 
considered  and  completed  an  ad  interim 
Report  on  that  branch  of  their  inquiry 
which  relates  to  arsenic  in  beer ;  and  if 
so,  is  he  able  to  say^when  that  Report 
will  be  presented. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  I  am  informed  that  an  Interim 
Report  may  be  expected  in  the  course  of 
next  week  from  the  Royal  Commission 
dealing  with  that  part  of  the  reference 
which  is  connected  with  arsenic. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  VOTE. 
Mr.  flower  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  he  can  now  assign 
a  date  for  the  discussion  of  the  Vote  for 
the  Local  Government  Board. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  give  any  further  indication  of  the 
course  of  business  than  I  have  already 
given. 


SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES). 
Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee: That  they  had  added  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Law,  and  Courts 
of  Justice,  and  Legal  Procedure  the 
following  Fifteen  Members  in  respect  of 
the  Purchase  of  Land  (Ireland)  (No.  2) 
Bill:— Mr.  Archdale,  Mr.  Black,  Mr. 
Lecky,  Mr.  Macartney,  Mr.  Mooney, 
Mr.  William  Moore,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr. 
O'Dowd,  Mr.  O'Kdly,  Mr.  Price,  Mr. 
William  Redmond,  Mr.  T.  W.^  Russell, 
Colonel  Saunderson,  Mr.  Tully,  and  Mr. 
Wyndham. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


FINANCEIBILL. 

As  amended,  on  consideration,  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  262.] 

SUPPLY  [16th  ALLorrn)  Day]. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

CwiL  Service  Estimatss.   1901-2. 

Class  IV. 
'  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £706,771 
(including  a  supplementary  sum  of 
£5,000),  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  drfray 
the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
31st  day  of  March,  1902,  for  the  Ex- 
penses of  the  Commissioners  of  National 
Education  in  Ireland,  including  a  Grant 
in  Aid  of  the  Teachers*  Pension  Fund, 
Ireland." 

*Mr.  JOHN  flEDMOND  (W^aterfoid): 
The  question  which  comes  up  for  dis- 
cussion on  these  Estimates  is  probably 
one  of  the  most  important  affecting  Ire- 
land which  can  possibly  engage  the 
attention  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
because  it  is  no  exaggeration  at  all  to 
say  that  the  well-being,  happiness,  and 
the  prosperity  of  Ireland  as  a  nation,  it 
may  almost  be  said  the  whole  future  of 
the  Irish  race,  depends  upon  a  proper 
system  of  primary  education  being  given 
to  Irish  children.  Sir,  in  our  view, 
there  is  nothing  in  which  England  has 
been  so  guilty  in  the  past  in  regard  to 
Ireland  as  in  its  neglectL  in  JtWs  matter 
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«f  education  in  Ireland.  At  one  time 
Vacation  was  used  as  an  instrument  by 
England  to  proseljrtise  the  people ;  it 
iras  used  as  an  instrument  to  coerce  the 
masses  of  the  people  of  Ireland  from 
their  ancient  religious  beliefs,  and,  as 
we  contend,  education  is  being  used  in 
Irdand  to-day  as  an  instrument  for  the 
denationalisation  of  our  peopla  On  this 
Vote,  which  comes  up  for  consideration 
this  afternoon,  we  desire  to  enter  our 
emphatic  protest  against  the  miscalled 
National  Board  of  Riucation  in  Irdand. 
We  assert  the  Board  is  unrepresentative 
in  its  character,  that  >  it  is  irrespon- 
sible, that  it  is  anti-national,  and 
that  it  does  not  possess  any  single 
atom  of  the  cdnfidence  of  the  great  mass 
•of  the  people  for  whom  it  is  supposed  to 
work ;  and  in  addition  to  that  we  assert 
that  this  Board  is  incompetent,  and  has 
absolutely  broken  down  in  the  working 
of  the  new  system  which  has  been  in- 
augurated- The  constitution  of  this 
Board  is  an  anachronism;  it  has  no 
pftralld  in  England  or  Scotland,  or  in 
any  country  in  Europe ;  and  therefore 
we  call  for  its  reform.  We  believe  that 
the  Irish  people  have  suffered  in  patience, 
and  to  a  large  extent  indeed  in  silence, 
long  enough,  and  we  believe  that  the  time 
bag  now  come  when  the  Irish  people 
must  make  a  united,  determined  effort 
to  have  the  whole  system  and  constitution 
of  the  Board  systematically  changed 
and  reformed. 

Let  me  try,  very  shortly,  to  es- 
tablish some  of  the  propositions  I  have 
Said  down.  I  say  that  this  Board  is 
unrepresentative  and  irresponsible.  The 
origin  of  this  Irish  Board  of  Education  is 
angular  indeed.  I  do  not  suppose  that 
there  are  very  many  English  or  Scotch 
Members  of  this  House  who  know  that 
this  Board  was  not  created  by  an  Act  of 
ParKament.  In  the  year  1831  it  was 
called  into  existence  by  an  administrative 
Act  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  that  day. 
The  Chief  Secretary  of  that  time  was 
Lord  Stanley,  who  published  a  letter  in 
which  he  said  that  a  Commission  of  un- 
paid gentlemen  had  been  appointed 
to  cfi^ry  on  the  work  of  education 
in  Ireland.  That  was  the  origin  of 
the  Board,  and  from  that  day  to  this 
that  Board  has  carried  on  its  work 
uncontrolled  by  any  statute.  The  con- 
stitution of  the  Board  itself  is  absurd. 


Up  to  1831  no  real  effort  had  been  made 
to  attend  to  the  educational  wants  of  the 
masses  of  the  Irish  people.  Therefore, 
it  was  only  natural  that  when  this  Board 
was  appointed,  though  it  was  eminently 
unsatisfactory  in  its  character  and  con- 
stitution, that  the  prelates  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  to  which  the  great  mass  of  the 
children  to  be  dealt  with  belong,  should 
have  done  their  best  to  take  advantage 
of  the  system  and  to  make  the  best  of  it. 
Consequently,  we  find  that  the  CathoUc 
Archbishop,  Dr.  Murray,  accepted  a  seat 
on  the  Board,  and  for  many  long,  weary, 
and  patient  years  did  his  best  to  work 
the  system  with  success.  His  Grace 
continued  his  efforts  until  his  death,  but 
all  the  time  he  was  conscious  of  the  abso- 
lute failure  of  the  system,  and  I  am 
certain  that  from  Archbishop  Murray's 
day  until  Archbishop  Walsh  was  ap- 
pointed a  member  of  the  Board,  that 
Board  did  not  receive  any  confidence 
from  any  portion  of  the  people  with 
whom  it  had  to  deal.  When  Archbishop 
Walsh  was  appointed  the  Board  did 
obtain,  for  a  few  years,  a  certain  amount 
of  confidence,  because,  although  the 
people  of  Ireland  knew  how  the  Board 
was  constituted,  they  also  knew  that  in 
Archbishop  Wsdsh  they  had  a  man  in 
complete  sympathy  with  their  senti- 
ments and  cognisant  of  their  wants, 
and  so  long  as  he  remained  on  the 
Board  they  were  wilUng  to  go  on  Uving 
in  hopes  that  he  would  reform  the 
system  and  turn  it  into  an  instrument  for 
the  good  of  Ireland.  But  now  that 
Dr.  Walsh  has  resigned  his  seat,  every 
atom  of  confidence  of  the  people  in  that 
Board  has  departed.  In  1831,  when  the 
Board  was  appointed,  its  constitution 
was  most  extraordinary.  It  consisted  of 
three  gentlemen  belonging  to  the  Pro- 
testant Church  of  Ireland,  two  belonging 
to  the  Protestant  Dissenting  Church, 
and  two  belonging  to  the  Cathohc  Church. 
That  was  the  Board  brought  into  exist- 
ence to  look  after  the  educational  wants 
of  the  people  of  Ireland — five-sixths  of 
whom  were  Cathohcs.  At  the  present 
time,  although  the  proportion  has  been 
changed,  still  it  only  stands  at  half 
Cathohcs  and  half  Protestants,  while  the 
CathoUc  children  to  be  dealt  with  are 
nine-tenths  of  the  whole.  That  in  itself 
is  enough  to  rob  the  Board  of  the  con- 
fidence of  the  mass  of  the  peojrfe^^of  Li^ 
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land  As  I  have  said,  that  Board,  as  at 
present  constituted,  is  a  most  extra- 
ordinary one.  I  would  like  to  read  out 
the  names.  The  first  is  Lord  Morris, 
who  was  an  eminent  Irish  judge,  but  who 
no  longer  resides  in  Ireland,  as  he  is  now 
one  of  the  Law  Lords  in  England,  and 
for  whom  consequently  it  is  impossible 
to  give  that  constant  attendance  and 
close  attention  necessary.  Then  there 
is  Mr.  Edmund  G.  Dease,  a  most  estim- 
able Catholic  country  gentleman,  who 
does  not  reside  in  DubUn,  and  who  has 
no  special  educational  quaUfications  to 
entitle  him  to  be  on  the  Board  at  all,  and 
who,  so  far  as  I  know,  has  no  connection 
with  the  work  of  education.  Next  we 
have  Sir  Malcolm  J.  Inglis,  a  Dublin 
trader — a  Scotchman  I  beUeve.  I  am 
not  sure  that  we  would  not  do  better  if 
we  had  some  other  Scotchmen  on  the 
Board  in  place  of  some  Englishmen,  and 
even  of  some  Irishmen.  But  Sir  Mal- 
colm J.  Inglis  has  no  real  connection  with 
education ;  he  is  simply  a  Dublin  mer- 
chant, and  obtained  his  title  for  eminent 
services  to  the  Unionist  party.  Sir 
Percy  R.  Grace  is  a  most  estimable 
gentleman,  but  his  best  friends  will  not 
claim  for  him  that  he  has  any  possible 
educational  quaUfications  to  entitle  him 
to  a  seat  on  the  Board.  Next  there  is 
Mr.  James  Morell,  about  whom  I  know 
very  little,  but  I  rather  think  he  was 
an  official  of  the  Education  Board 
at  one  time.  There  are  Dr.  Traill, 
Sir  Rowland  Blennerhassett,  Sir  T. 
Bellingham,  another  CathoUc  country 
gentleman,  Uving  in  a  distant  part  of 
Ireland,  who  has  no  educational  qualifi- 
cations whatever,  C.  Palles,  Lord  Chief 
Baron,  an  exceedingly  able  judge,  and 
who,  I  will  take  the  Uberty  of  saying,  is  by 
universal  consent  a  most  upright  man. 

I  may  pause  here  for  a  moment 
to  repeat  the  protest  which  has  been 
made  from  these  benches  for  twenty-five 
years,  since  the  days  of  Isaac  Butt, 
against  putting  eminent  judges  on 
Boards  of  this  kind,  because  they  have 
other  duties  to  perform,  and  cannot  give 
the  time  necessary  for  the  work.  Then 
come  the  Rev.  H.  Evans,  a  Protestant 
clergyman ;  his  hon.  Judge  Shaw ;  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Hamilton  Wilson,  a  Protestant ; 
the  most  Rev.  Dr.  Walsh,  who  has  now 
resigned ;  Professor  Dowden,  Trinity 
College ;  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bernard,  Trinity 

Mr.  John  Redmond. 


College ;  Dr.  Archdale,  Dr.  Starkie,  and 
another  judge,  Mr.  Justice  Gibsoa 
The  charge  I  make  against  the  con- 
stitution of  this  Board  is  that  there 
are  four  judges  upon  it.  That  is  an 
improper  thing ;  they  should  be  attend- 
ing to  their  own  business.  The  fact  that 
they  are  able  and  upright  judges  is  no^ 
qudification  for  a  seat  on  the  Education 
Board.  The  rest  of  the  Board  is  made 
up  of  business  men,  traders,  and  country 
gentlemen,  who,  living  out  of  Dublin, 
could  not  attend  to  the  work  of  the  Edu- 
cation Board.  Out  of  the  whole  twenty 
gentlemen  on  that  Board,  to  whom  is 
entrusted  what  is  called  the  national 
education  of  the  country,  there  was  only 
one  Nationalist,  the  most  Rev.  Dr. 
Walsh,  who  has  now  resigned,  so  that 
this  Board  of  National  Education 
at  the  present  moment  consists  of 
nineteen  gentlemen,  amongst  whom 
there  is  not  a  single  representative  of 
Irish  national  sentiment  or  opinion. 
Moreover,  there  is  no  representative 
element  at  all  on  this  Board.  These 
gentlemen  are  nominated  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant.  It  is  equally  true  to  sav 
that  it  is  an  irresponsible  Board.  We 
have  to  vote  the  money  necessary  to- 
enable  them  to  carry  on  their  work,  but 
except  for  that  it  is  not  responsible  to  this 
House.  It  has  no  one  to  speak  for  it  in 
the  House.  The  Chief  Secretary  is  not 
responsible.  When  questions  are  asked 
all  that  the  Chief  Secretary  can  do  is  to 
write  to  the  Board  for  their  statement, 
and  put  it  before  the  House.  That  I  am 
assured  has  no  parallel  in  England  or 
Scotland.  The  time  has  arrived  in  thid 
country  when  it  has  been  held  right  that 
I  the  mass  of  the  people,  whose  interests 
are  at  stake  and  who  provide  the  money 
for  education,  should  have  some  voice  in 
the  management  of  educational  affairs. 
Here  you  have  got  school  boards,  and  ak* 
in  Scotland  ;  and  even  in  regard  to  the 
Board  of  Education  in  London  an  Act 
was  passed  a  couple  of  years  ago  asso- 
ciating with  that  Boar^  of  Education  a 
consultative  council,  not  so  representative 
in  its  character  as  we  could  wish,  but  still 
a  consultative  council  upon  which  werfr 
put,  from  different  educational  esta- 
blishments in  the  country,  a  number  of 
men  who  by  universal  admission  are 
eminently  qualified  to  deal  with  educa- 
tional matters,  so  that  in^regard  to  the* 
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central  educational  authority  in  the 
country  you  had  made  some  effort  to 
associate  representatives  with  the  nomi- 
nated members.  I  defy  anyone  to  point 
to  any  country  in  Europe  where  there 
is  a  board  of  education,  carrying  on  the 
work  of  education,  constituted  in  the  way 
that  the  Board  of  Education  in  Ireland  is. 
I  have  said  that  this  Board  is  thoroughly 
anti-national.  That  is  a  serious  accusa- 
tion to  make  against  it,  and  if  it  is  true 
that  this  Board  is  out  of  touch  and  sym- 
pathy with  the  national  feelings  and  the 
national  sentiments  of  the  masses  of  the 
people,  it  must  stand  to  reason  that  it  is 
disqualified  for  the  performance  of  its 
duties. 

What,  Sir,  has  been  the  history  of  this 
Board  ?  It  has  from  its  very  inception 
set  itself  apparently  the  deliberate  policy 
of  trying  to  deny  to  Ireland  a  knowledge 
of  Irish  history,  and  whatever  small 
improvements  may  have  been  made 
recently  are  largely  owing  to  the  exer- 
tions of  Dr.  Walsh.  The  fact  remains 
I  that  during  all  the  decades  when  it  has 
j  been  at  work  since  1831  it  has  excluded 
!  everything  Irish — ^Irish  history,  Irish 
literature,  and  Irish  poetry — as  far  as  it 
was  possible  to  do  so  from  their  thoughts, 
and  while  the  young  children  of  Irish 
peasants  were  taught  English  history, 
French  history,  and  the  glories  of  Spain 
in  the  olden  dajrs,  they  were  taught 
nothing  of  the  history  of  their  own 
country  until  quite  recently,  and  even 
at  this  moment,  notwithstanding  the 
improvements  which  have  been  made, 
grave  cause  of  complaint  still  remains, 
and  it  is  not  only  with  reference  to  the 
history  of  Ireland.  The  House  is  familiar 
from  recent  discussions  that  it  is  only 
within  the  last  few  months,  by  virtue 
of  the  vigorcais  agitation  on  foot  in  Ire- 
land, that  we  have  been  able  to  force 
the  Board  of  National  Education  to 
permit  Irish  to  be  taught  to  young 
children,  even  in  the  Irish-speaking 
districts  of  the  country.  I  say  that  this 
Board  has  been  all  through  its  career 
absolutdy  out  of  sympathy  with  the  great 
masses  of  the  people,  and  that  it  is  anti- 
national.  In  my  opinion  the  time  has 
come  when  it  is  the  duty  of  Ireland  to 
grapple  with  the  question  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  BoarcL  It  is  no  part  of  my 
business  to  sketch  out  any  plan  for  that 
reform  ;  all  I  would  say  is,  that  I  believe 


Ireland  is  entitled  to  have  on  the  educa» 
tional    authority    which    manages    the 
education  of  children  some  representation, 
of    the    people.     Whether    that    repre- 
sentation comes  from  county  councils  or 
in  some  other  way  it  is  not  for  me  to  say^ 
but  it  is  a  ridiculous  anachronism  that  the 
whole,  educational    affairs    of    Ireland 
should  be  left  in  the  hands  of  a  body  on 
which  the  mass  of  the  Irish  people  have 
no  representation  at  all.    Now  for  years- 
we  have  been  in  Ireland  comparatively 
silent  on  all  these  matters.    We  have 
remained  silent  because,  as  I  stated,  we 
saw  on  that  Board  one  man,  at  any  rate,, 
who  was  in  sympathy  with  the  mass  of 
the  people,  who  understood  their  wants, 
and  who,  we  knew,  was  making  a  gaUant. 
battle  for  justice  and  right.    During  the- 
years  that  Dr.  Walsh  was  on  the  Board: 
he   performed   most   marvellous   work ;. 
he  it  was  who  practically  initiated  the 
Manual  Instruction  Commission,  on  the 
report  of  which  the  recent  reform  of 
primary  education  in  Ireland  has  beea 
very  largely  based.    To  him  I  attribute 
almost  entirely  the  fact  that  the  system 
of  pajonent  by  results  has  been  abolished^ 
and  that  a  great  reform  has  taken  place 
in  the  system  of  education  in  the  country. 
And  certainly  to  him  is  due  the  credit  oL 
having  caused  the  Irish  language  to  be 
taught,    of    the    beating   down    of    the 
vigorous  opposition  he  had  to  face  in  that 
Board,  and  of  having  succeeded  in  some 
degree  in  enabling  the  young  children 
of  the  country  to  learn  the  ancient  lan- 
guage of  their  race.    But  the  odds  against 
Dr.  Walsh  have  proved  too  much  for  him, 
and  he  has  now  resigned  his  position  on 
the  Board  in  despair  and  in  disgust,  and 
with  him,  as  I  stated  before,  all  confidence 
in  this  Board  has  absolutely  disappeared. 
The   circumstances   that   surround   the 
resignation  of  Dr.  Walsh  prove  to  demon- 
stration that  the  whole  Education  Office 
has   broken   down.     The   circumstances 
disclose  the  most  extraordinary  state  of 
chaos,     confusion,     and    incompetence^ 
They   prove   the   utter   hopelessness   of 
reforming  this  body  from  within,  and 
it  is  necessary  for  me  to  place   before 
the  Committee,    as   shortly    as    I    can, 
the  circumstances  which  have  compelled 
him    at    last    to    throw    up    his    task 
If  he    has    failed    in    hia 
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is  not  with  him.  He  has  been  patient 
and  he  has  shown  admittedly  extra- 
ordinary ability,  industry,  and  devotion, 
and  the  moral  of  the  whole  transaction 
is  that,  if  he  resigns  in  despair,  it  means 
that  the  whole  system  is  doomed  as  hope- 


Now,  Dr.  Walsh^  chirf  charge,  upon 
which  he  has  severed  his  connection 
with  the  Board,  is  only  one  of  many 
instances  which  he  has  assured  us  he 
could  produce,  but  the  charges  he  has 
put  forward  are  in  themselves  suffi- 
ciently great  and  extraordinary  to  war- 
rant us  in  making  here  to-day  a  united 
•demand  for  an  immediate  pubUc  inquiry. 
The  chief  charge  which  the  archbishop 
made  is  this — that  misleading,  inaccurate, 
and  unauthorised  letters  on  matters 
deeply  affecting  the  rights  of  thousands 
of  teachers  in  Ireland  have  been  issued 
in  the  names  of  the  Commissioners 
without  their  knowledge  and  without 
their  authority,  wrongly  interpreting 
the  ndes  that  they  themselves  had  laid 
•down,  and  falsifying  the  public  promises 
they  had  given.  Now,  that  is  a  very 
r  serious  charge.  Let  me  explain  exactly 
what  occurred.  When  the  system  of 
paying  teachers  by  results  was  abolished, 
it  was  necessary  immediately  to  form 
-Some  basis  whereby  the  payments  could 
be  made  for  the  period  immediately 
iollowing  the  change.  There  were 
13,000  of  these  teachers  in  Ireland,  and 
it  was  promised  both  in  and  out  of  Parlia- 
ment that  under  the  new  system  they 
would  obtain  salaries  equal  to  their 
incomes  under  the  old  system,  and  in 
order,  therefore,  accurately  to  determine 
how  much  the  new  income  would  be,  it 
was  necessary  to  make  an  elaborate 
-calculation  in  each  case,  because  the 
remuneration  under  the  system  of 
payment  by  results  could  not  be  ascer- 
tained all  in  a  day.  It  was  most  pro- 
perly and  wisely  decided  to  take  the 
average  income  received  by  these  teachers 
for  the  three  years  preceding  the  change, 
-  and  to  pay  them  that,  but  of  course  it 
was  obvious  to  everybody  that  if  that 
were  made  a  hard  and  fast  rule,  it  would 
work  injustice  in  innumerable  cases,  and 
the  Board,  very  properly,  made  a  proviso 
that  in  every  case  where  a  special  claim 
was  made  for  equitable  consideration  of 
Aihe  circumstances,  that  consideration 
^ovould  be  given  by  the  Board,  and,  there- 
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fore,  that  the  average  of  the  three  years 
income  was  to  be  taken  rather  as  an 
expedient  and  a  temporary  arrangement, 
subject,  where  complaint  was  made,  to 
inquiry  into  special  circumstances  when 
they  were  alleged  to  exist.  Now  it 
turned  out,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that 
about  2,700  of  the  13,000  teachers  did 
make  this  claim  for  special  consideration 
— a  large  number,  it  may  be  said,  but  I 
do  not  think  it  is  an  unexpectedly  largo 
number.  I  do  not  take  the  view  at  all 
that  the  officials  were  justified  in 
thinking  that  there  would  be  less  than 
two  or  three  thousand  special  claims  out 
of  the  13,000.  At  any  rate,  there  is  the 
fact  that  2,700  made  claims  to  spedal 
consideration.  What  happened  ?  These 
claims  were  never  brought  before  the 
Board.  Not  a  single  one  of  them.  But 
a  subordinate  official  in  the  office — I  may 
mention  his  name,  because  it  does  come 
out  in  the  documents  which  have  already 
been  published — a  Mr.  Young,  who  is 
what  is  called  Assistant  Financial  Secre- 
tary, on  his  own  responsibiUty  and  with- 
out the  authority  or  the  knowledge  of  the 
Board,  took  it  upon  himself  to  sift  these 
apphcations,  and  put  on  one  side  a  few 
of  them,  a  hundred  or  so,  which  he 
thought  deserving  of  consideration,  and 
to  write  letters  from  the  office  in  the 
names  of  the  Commissioners  to  the 
remaining  cases,  saying  that  the  Com- 
missioners could  not  and  would  not  con- 
sider their  claims.  A  more  preposterous 
proceeding  was  never  heard  of,  and  it 
was  not  until  Dr.  Walsh  began  to  receive 
from  some  of  these  applicants  complaints 
that  they  had  been  treated  in  this  way, 
and  copies  of  the  letters,  that  he,  as  one 
of  the  Commissioners,  learned  for  the 
first  time  of  what  was  going  on.  This 
is  a  matter  which  affects  the  good  faith 
and  honour  of  the  Commissioners,  and  I 
would  like  to  be  allowed  to  read  to  the 
House  Dr.  Walsh's  own  points — 

**  I  want  to  point  out  as  shortly  as  I  can 
that  these  official  letters  to  which  I  refer  seem 
to  me  to  have  been  written  by  persons  wholly 
unacquainted  with  the  rules  of  the  Board. 
Acting  as  an  individual  Commissioner  of 
National  Education,  I  have  done  my  best  to 
put  a  stop  to  sending  out  such  letters.  The 
Resident  Commissioner,  I  feel  confident,  has 
done  his  part,  but  seems  to  be  as  powerlesp  in 
this  matter  as  his  colleagues  on  the  Board.** 

Nothing  remained,  therefore,  but  to 
call  public  attention  to  the  state  of  affaire, 
and  accordingly ^thc  ^qhbishop  adopted 
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that  course.  In  an  interview  which  the 
archbishop  gave  to  a  pressman,  he 
expressed  himself  even  more  stronglv  on 
the  subject,  and,  replying  to  the  allega- 
tion that  the  letters  were  authorised  by 
the  Board,  said — 

''Anyone  of  common  intelligence  ought  to 
be  able  to  see  that  that  story  is  the  merest 
fiction.  It  is  a  very  stupid  fiction.  There  is 
no  authority  in  any  official  independently  of 
the  authority  of  the  Board.  The  letter  is 
unauthorised.  But  that  is  only  a  sample,  an 
iUustration,  of  the  state  of  confusion  in  which 
we  are  now  placed.*' 

1  say  that  this  state  of  things  dis- 
closes a  state  of  chaos  so  complete,  and 
points  to  interests  imperilled  so  great, 
that  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  if  I 
may  be  allowed  to  [say  so,  was  bound 
to  resign  his  position  on  that  Board,  and 
bound  to  make  the  demand  for  a  public 
inquiry,  as  he  did. 

What  have  the  Board  done  in  this 
matter  ?  They  had  issued  one  of  the  most 
extraordinary  official  documents  I  have 
ever  read.  They  issued  on  Thursday  a 
memorandum  in  answer  to  the  charges 
of  the  archbishop,  and,  in  compHance 
with  a  request  made  by  one  of  my  hon. 
friends,  they  had  condescended  to  pro- 
duce a  copy  of  the  minutes  they  passed 
dealing  with  this  matter.  I  will  say 
in  one  word  what  the  defence  was  as  put 
forward  in  that  precious  memorandum. 
Their  defence  was  an  admission  of  the 
offence.  In  this  memorandum  they  ad 
mitted  the  oflfence,  and  they  put  forward 
the  miserable  plea  that  they  were  over- 
Forked,  and  had  so  many  thousands  of 
letters  to  attend  to,  and  they  used  the 
phrase  that  if  a  subordinate  official  did 
improperly  interpret  the  rules,  and  make 
statements  he  had  no  right  to  make 
in  the  name  of  the  Commissioners,  after 
all  his  offence  was  a  venial  one.  [The 
hon.  Member  then  read  the  memo- 
randum, and  continued]:  In  a 
serious  matter  of  this  kind  I  never 
read  a  more  trivial  and  indeed  a 
more  impudent  defence.  Here  is  a 
case  where  a  subordinate  official  has,  in 
the  name  of  the  Commissioners,  without 
th«r  knowledge  and  without  their 
authority,  been  giving  decisions  on  cases 
submitted  to  them  in  direct'  contra- 
diction of  the  most  solemn  assurance 
given  by  the  Commissioners  themselves 
to  the  teachers  when  the  new  scheme 
was 't  introduced,  and  we  are  told  that 


this  was  a  trivial  error  of  judgment.    The  - 
statements    in    that    memorandum    in- 
vest this  whole  matter  with  a  still  greater 
gravity  than  it   was  invested    with    by 
the  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  action 
of  this  official  by  the  archbishop,  because 
it    is    clear    now    that     although     the 
Commissioners,  when  Archbishop  Walsh 
was  on  the  Board  introducing  this  new 
system,  declared  that  cases  in  which  the 
Commissioners  might  deem  it  inequitable 
to  fix  the  future  income  on  the  basis  of 
the  average  income  for  the  past  three- 
years    would    be    specially    considered, 
they  were  now  apparently  anxious  to 
recede  from  that  position  and  to  pretend . 
that  the  teachers   who  claim  equitable 
consideration   are  not   under  the  terms 
of  that  promise  entitled  to  have  their  case 
considered  by  the  Board  or  mentioned'! 
to  the  Board.     In  my  opinion  that  raises 
a    grave    and    important    question.  .  lo 
affects  the  salaries    to   be    received  by 
more  than   3,000   teachers  of  Ireland, 
and  if  the  archbishop    had    no   other 
justification    for    his    resignation    than 
his  determination  to  protect  the  interests  • 
and  just  rights  of  these  3,000  teachers . 
I    think    he    would    have    earned    the 
gratitude    of    every   just    man    by    his: 
action.     The    minutes    passed    by    the- 
Board  were  of  the  most  extraordinary 
character.      They    show    that    at   one 
time  the  Board  were  inclined  to  censure 
the    official    who    was   guilty    of   these 
malpractices,    because   I  find    that,   on 
the    18th   June,    the    archbishop   gave,' 
notice  of  a  motion  really  of  the  most 
innocent  and  lenient  character,  to  the 
effect  that,  wherever  an  inaccurate  and. 
misleading  statement  had  been  sent  out. 
by  this  official,  in  every  such  case  the 
same  official  should   write  a  letter  in- 
forming the  recipient  that  the  letter  was 
to   be  withdrawn  on  the  score  of  in- 
accuracy, and  substitute  for  it  a  letter 
written  strictly  in  accordance  with  the- 
rules  of  the  Board.      On  the  archbishop 
being  heard  on  the  matter  that  motion^ 
was    passed.     The    minutes    go    on    to- 
say  that  after  a  statement  by  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Dublin  and  subsequent  dis- 
cussion it  was  agreed  that  the  Resident 
Commissioner    should    convey    to    Mr. 
Young  the  views  of  the  Commissioners 
in  regard  to  his  functions  as  Financial 
Assistant  Secretary,  and  that  measures 
be  taken  to  secure  that,   in  notifying: 
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the  income  fixed  by  the  Department  for 
the  various  teachers  under  the  new 
rules,  the  managers  be  made  aware 
tihat  the  Commissioners  have  power  to 
•consider  specially  cases  in  which,  in 
their  judgment,  any  of  the  new  rules, 
36  to  42,  would  operate  inequitably.  But 
when  the  minutes  come  to  be  examined, 
at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board,  at 
which  the  archbishop  was  not  present, 
the  Lord  Chief  Baron  moved  the  follow- 
ing Amendment — 

*'  That  the  views  referred  to  in  the  minute 
be  stated  explicitly,  and,  further,  that  Mr. 
Young  be  directed  in  the  future  to  send  out 
the  circular  settled  by  the  Resident  Commis- 
sioner." 

That  Amendment  was  defeated  by  a 
-considerable  majority  of  the  Board.  At 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Board  (2nd  July) 
a  letter  was  received  from  the  arch- 
bishop, which  he  asked  should  be  inserted 
in  the  minutes.  In  that  letter  the  arch- 
T)ishop  purported  to  give  an  account  of 
^what  took  place  at  the  first  meeting,  and 
lie  said  that  it  was  agreed  amongst  other 
things— 

"That  the  Financial  Assistant  Secretary 
•should  be  informed  that  the  view  taken  by 
liim  of  his  official  duties,  as  stated  in  his 
-printed  memorandum  to  the  Resident  Com- 
missioner, was  incorrect,  and  that  he  was  not 
justified  in  taking  the  course  which  in  that 
memo,  he  "  mainlined  **  that  he  was  justified 
in  taking,  namely,  keeping  back  from  the  con- 
•sideration  of  the  Commissioners,  and  accedinff 
•on  his  own  authority,  case,  in  which  special 
consideration  by  the  Commissioners  was  claimed 
under  Rule  43." 

That  letter  was  inserted  in  the  minutes 
at  the  request  of  the  archbishop,  but  a 
most  insulting  Amendment  was  put  side 
Ijy  side  with  it.  On  the  motion  of  Dr. 
Bernard  it  was  decided— 

"That  the  Board,  while  entering  the  arch- 
"bishop's  letter  'on  their  minuteis  at  his  Grace's 
request,  desire  to  place  beside  it  their  dissent 
irom  his  Grace's  statement  that  an  **  agree- 
ment "  was  arrived  at  by  the  Board  of  June 
18,  as  to  the  point  in  his  Grace's  letter.  No 
-such  resolution  as  to  the  conduct  of  the 
Financial  Secretary  as  is  indicated  by  his 
•Grace  was  passed  by  the  Commissioners ;  nor 
was  any  such  censure  on  that  officer  approved 
•formally  or  informally  by  the  Board  of  June 
18.  The  Commissioners  do  not  feel  it 
-necessary  or  desirable  to  criticise  the  arch- 
bishop's letters  on  other  points,  but  they  are 
not  to  be  taken  as  agreeing  with  his  Grace's 
•sentiments  because  they  do  not  explicitly  state 
that  they  dissent  from  them." 

That  is  to  say,  they  declared  that  the 
£r8t  Amendment  of  the  18th  June  with 
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reference  to  Mr.  Young  was  not  a  vote  of 
censure  upon  him,  and  that  the  arch- 
bishop's contention  on  it  was  wrong. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  seems  to 
me  there  was  no  course  open  to  the 
archbishop  except  to  resign  his  position 
on  that  Board.  This,  however,  is  not 
the  only  instance  the  archbishop  gave 
of  the  incapacity  and  mismanagement 
of  the  Board.  Another  circular  was 
issued,  signed  by  the  two  secretaries  of 
the  Board,  to  all  the  vacant  schoob 
throughout  the  diocese  of  Dublin  and 
probably  throughout  the  whole  country. 
The  archbishop's  attention  was  called 
to  this  circular,  and  on  making  inquiries 
he  found  that  though  it  had  been  issued 
in  the  secretaries'  names,  the  secretaries 
had  never  seen  or  signed  it,  and  of  course 
had  never  approved  it.  What  was  the 
defence  the  Commissioners  set  up  in  the 
memorandum  1  They  said  it  was  ridicu- 
lous to  make  a  mountain  out  of  a  mole- 
hill— it  was  only  a  clerical  error  which 
might  occur  in  any  office,  and  which  it 
was  only  natural  would  occur  in  an 
office  overburdened  as  this  office  was  by 
the  putting  of  the  new  scheme  into  force. 
In  the  first  place  they  said  that  this  was 
an  isolated  copy  of  the  circular  obtained 
by  the  archbishop,  and  that  there  had 
been  a  mistake  in  that  particular  circular, 
that  the  name  of  Seamour,  the  old  secre- 
tary, whose  name  appeared  in  this  old 
form,  had  been  struck  out  and  the  name 
of  the  new  secretary  put  in.  I  hold  in 
my  hand  a  telegram  from  the  archbishop 
which  traverses  every  one  of  those 
statements.    It  says — 

**  The  Commissioners'  extraordinary  docu- 
ment committing  them  to  statements  on 
matters  quite  out^de  their  knowledge  is  hope- 
lessly inaccurate.  Take  one  specimen— Uie 
convent  circular.  The  implication  representing 
the  blunder  as  a  chance  clerical  error  is  not 
true.  It  must  have  been  assumed  that  I  had 
got  only  one  copy  and  that  this  excuse  could  be 
safely  made.  I  have  now  here  numerous 
copies  of  the  circular  sent  to  convents  of  the 
diocese,  issued  even  in  different  months,  and 
the  same  stupid  blunder  is  in  all.  Moreover, 
the  explanation  given  about  printed  forms  and 
erasure  and  substitution  of  signatures  is  quite 
inapplicable.  All  the  cofMes  I  have  here  are 
typewritten,  not  printed,  including  the  various 
diEttes  and  the  secretaries'  signatures  without 
erasure  or  substitution.  I  showed  the  resident 
Commissioner  the  first  of  them  that  I  got.  He 
should  therefore  know  the  statement  in  the 
memorandum  is  untrue.  Besides,  my  published 
letter  of  the  2nd  July  distinctly  stated  that  the 
circular  is  typewritten.  As  to  Secretary 
Lemas,  you  may  quote  the  following,  written 
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tome  on  the  22nd  of  June,  pleftding  illness: — 
'  I  have  Dot  been  able  to  send  you  a  full  memo- 
raiuium  of  the  clumsy  method  of  payment  of 
the  oon^nts  adopted  as  a  short  cut  last  year, 
and  on  the  most  extraordinary  circular  issued 
in  Mr.  Hamilton's  name  and  my  name  without 
any  sanction  or  knowledge  on  our  part,  and  the 
still  more  extraordinary  manner  m  which  the 
circular  was  fiUed." 

Besides  the  testimony  of  the  archbishop, 
there  is  that  of  the  Secretary  **  Lemas  *' 
himself.  He  writes  to  the  archbishop 
•complaiiiing  of  the  issue  of  those  extra- 
ordinary circulars,  and  stating  that 
they  were  issued  without  his. sanction, 
■and  that  he  did  not  know  of  them. 
The  whole  system  has  broken  down, 
^nd  now  that  the  one  man  who  seemed 
-capable  of  getting  any  good  out  of  it  has 
departed,  the  Irish  withdraw  all  their 
confidence  from  it,  and  Parliament  has 
now  to  consider  the  question  of  how  this 
body  could  be  reformed  by  introducing 
into  it  a  representative  element.  The 
<»8e  I  have  detailed  is  ample  justifica- 
tion of  this  reform.  I  know  that  in 
claiming  this  reform  we  will  have  to 
work  for  it,  and  perhaps  wait  for  it, 
bnt  I  hope  the  Irish  people  will 
take  an  opportunity  now  to  commence 
an  agitation  which  will  make  the 
reform  absolutely  necessary  in  the  near 
future.  The  claim  I  put  forward  to- 
day, for  which  I  want  satisfaction 
here  and  now,  is  not  the  reform  of  this 
l)ody,  but  that  the  Chief  Secretary  will 
grant  an  immediate,  searching  and  public 
inquiry  into  this  matter.  A  great 
educational  crisis  has  arisen  in  the 
Education  Office  of  Ireland.  In  deaUng 
with  Dr.  Walsh  we  are  not  deaUng 
with  an  ordinary  man.  Dr.  Walsh 
18  the  most  capable,  the  best  quaUfied, 
the  best  and  most  devoted  of  all  Com- 
missioners, and  his  resignation  means  the 
final  and  complete  breakdown  of  that 
body.  I  do  not  know  what  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman  is  going  to  say,  but  I 
think  he  will  agree  that  Dr.  Walsh's 
loss  is  irreparable,  and  it  will  be 
impossible  without  a  searching  inquiry 
to  continue  this  Board,  discredited  in 
Ireland  to-day  by  the  fact  that  the  one 
man  who  ever  got  any  good  out  of  it 
has  resigned.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  any  regard  for  the  Irish  people 
whom  he  has  been  sent  to  rule  in  his 
own  land,  or  for  Irish  education,  his 
course  to-night  is  plain.     His  bounden 


duty  is  to  grant  the  inquiry  that  is 
demanded  of  him,  so  that  in  a  pubUc, 
searching,  and  open  inquiry  the  truth 
can  be  sifted,  and  the  interests  of 
Irish  education  safeguarded. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 
**  That  Item  A  (Salaries  and  Wages)  be 
reduced  by  £1,000. ''—(itfr.  John 
Redmond.) 


*Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) 
said  that  with  regard  to  the  first  portion 
of  the  speech  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  he  almost  wholly  agreed.  The 
history  of  education  in  Ireland  had  been 
of  a  rather  chequered  nature,  and  a  sad 
business.  It  was  at  one  time  a  penal 
offence  to  admit  Eoman  CathoUcs  to 
education  at  aU,  and  that  was  not  long 
ago.  Before  the  National  Board  was 
instituted  the  Irish  people  had  the  choice 
of  either  being  educated  at  the  hedge 
school  or  not  at  all,  and  the  clergy  and 
gentry  went  abroad  for  their  education. 
Lord  Stanley's  idea  of  forming  a  great 
national  system  was  in  his  opinion  one 
of  the  happiest  things  of  the  time. 
It  was  one  of  the  first  symptoms  that  the 
Government  reaUsed  that  they  had 
some  duty  towards  the  people  of  Ireland 
After  seventy  years  experience — because 
it  had  practically  been  in  operation  that 
period — friend  and  foe  ahke  would 
admit  that  it  had  done  a  great  work  for 
the  country.  It  might  have  been  foun- 
ded on  a  wrong  basis  according  to  some  ; 
it  might  have  been  indifferently  ad- 
ministered according  to  others ;  but  no 
one  would  deny  that  the  work  done 
had  been  a  great  work,  and  spoke  well 
for  Lord  Stanley's  memory.  When  it 
was  foundied  it  started  under  happy  and 
fair  auspices.  He  agreed  with  every- 
thing the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
had  said  about  Dr.  Murray,  the  Roman 
CathoUc  Archbishop  at  that  time.  Every 
man  who  chose  to  look  into  the  history 
of  the  period  would  find  that,  where- 
ever  there  was  anything  to  be  done  for  the 
good  of  Ireland,  Dr.  Murray  was  in  the 
work ;  and  it  was  a  very  happy  thing 
indeed  that  Lord  Stanley  found  in  the 
Catholic  Archbishop  of  DubUn  of  that 
day  a  willing  coadjutor  in  the  scheme. 
Dr.  Whately,  the  Protestant  Arch- 
bishop of  DubUn,  who  was  immensely 
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in  advance  both  of  his  time  and 
people,  joined  the  Board,  although 
most  of  his  own  people  were  hos- 
tile to  it.  Dr.  Carlisle,  who  was  a 
Presbyterian  Minister  in  Dublin — a  man 
of  wide  sympathies — also  took  a  seat  at 
the  Board,  and  it  would  be  admitted 
from  the  first  the  Presbyterians  had 
been  the  strongest  supporters  of  the 
mixed  system.  He  had  stated  that  it 
was  started  under  somewhat  happy  and 
fair  auspices.  Now  he  was  going  to 
speak  perfectly  plainly.  Hon.  Members 
might  not  agree  with  him,  but  they 
must  agree  to  differ.  He  came  to  pretty 
much  the  same  conclusion  as  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend,  but  by  his  own  way. 
It  must  be  perfectly  plain  to  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  system  worked  fairly 
well  so  long  as  Archbishop  Murray 
represented  the  Catholics  of  Ireland.  A 
complete  change  took  place  in  the  system 
when  Archbishop  Cullen  arrived  in 
Dublin  from  Armagh.  The  whole  of 
what  would  be  called  the  Uberalism  of 
Archbishop  Murray  vanished,  and  the 
undiluted  ultramontanism  of  Cardinal 
Cullen  took  its  place,  and  from  that  day 
down  to  the  present  time  the  sys- 
tem had  undoubtedly  worked  with 
much  friction.  Model  schools  were 
attacked,  the  training  college  was  looked 
at  askance,  and  altogether  a  differ- 
ent system  began  to  prevail.  Well, 
the  system  was  never  accepted  by  the 
Catholics  as  an  ideal  system.  The 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  as  the  Catholics  of 
England,  demanded  a  reUgious  basis  for 
education.  They  demanded  more.  They 
were  in  favour  of  the  teaching  of  dog- 
matic Christianity.  He  knew  their 
standpoint,  and,  living  in  a  Catholic 
country,  he  had  learned  to  appreciate  it. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Birmingham 
Education  League,  but  he  had  learned 
that  Catholics  had  as  much  right  to 
govern  their  own  country  in  education 
as  the  English  people  had.  The  Catho- 
lics accepted  those  schools,  not  as  their 
ideal  in  education,  but  because  at  the 
time  it  was  a  great  step  towards  any 
education  at  all,  and  because,  under  the 
circumstances,  it  was  the  best  thing  they 
could  get.  That  was  a  different  tj[iing ; 
and  they  ought  to  remember,  though  a 
section  of  English  people  did  not  always 
remember  it,  that  the  system  was  a 
compromise  from  the  first,  and  was  a 
compromise  now,  and  if  it  broke  down 
Mr.  T.  W.  Russell 


the   National   Board   must  go   out  of 
existence. 

He    agreed    entirely   with  the    hon. 
and   learned     Member  with  regard  to- 
the  character    and    constitution  of  the 
Board.    It  was  an  evil  habit  in  Ireland 
to   put   judges    upon    everything.    He 
must  not  be  taken  as  saying  anything 
against    the    judges    on    the    National 
Board,  for  whom  he  had  great  regard 
and  respect ;   but  it  was  one  of  the  evil 
habits   of  the  English   Government  in 
Ireland  to  place  judges  upon  all  these 
nominated    boards.       Judges     on    the 
National    Board    was  a  peculiarly  bad 
development  of  that  habit,  and  for  this^ 
reason.      The  question  of  education  ii^ 
Ireland,  as  in  England,   was  a  poiltical 
one.      What    business    had    the    Irish, 
judges 'to   be  in  politics  at  all  ?    What 
right    had   they    to    be  travelling   up 
the    backstairs    of    Dublin    Castle  %    A 
judge  appointed  to  the  Bench  should 
stick  to  his  own  job ;   he  was  well  paid 
for  it,  and  had  precious  little  to  do  in 
Ireland.    Let    hun    avoid    the    thorny 
political  issues  which  arose  in  nothing: 
half  so  much  as  in  the  education  of  the 
people  of  Ireland.    In  their  own  time 
there  had  been  trouble  about  the  Chris- 
tian Brothers.    The  judges  intervened 
in  these  purely  poUtical  issues,  and  had 
to  take  a  stand  on  one  side  or  the  other. 
He  asserted,  not  only  as  regarded  the 
National    Board,    but   as    regarded  aU 
boards  in  Dublin,  that  the  judges  should 
be  cleared  out  bag  and  baggage  to  do 
their  own  work.     He  was  told  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  some  judges^ 
did  two  days'  work  in  one,  but  he  would 
soon  settle  that  if  he  were  allowed  to 
alter  the  rota.     In  any  event,  it  was  the 
most  wasteful  way  of  employing  judges^ 
to  put  them  on  those  boards.   He  agreed 
with  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  that 
with  the  exception  of  Professor  Dowden 
there  was  no  recognised  educationist  on 
the  National  Board.     He  certainly  did 
not  think  that  Professor  Traill  was  an 
educationist.     He  was  too  much  occupied 
with  the  compulsory  sale  of  land  to  take 
any  interest  in  education,  and  the  last 
place  he  was  fit  for  was  the  Board  of 
Education.     He  agreed  that  the  whole 
system  was  radically  wrong.    The  Board 
declined  to  teach  history.    When  he  was 
younger  he  often  wondered  why;   but 
since  studying  the  history  of  Ireland  he 
had  come  to  the  conclusion  jthat  there 
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were   very    good    reasons    for   it.    For  | 
seventy  years  after  the  Union  between 
the  two  countries  the  history  of  Ireland 
was  a  history  of  neglect  and  oppression, 
and  the  hves  of  the  people  were  one  long- 
drawn-out  misery.     He  could  now  under- 
stand why  history  was  not  taught.     As 
for  the  Irish  language,  did  the  Board 
help  in  its  revival  T  Not  in  the  sUghtest. 
Classes  for  the  teaching  of  Irish  were 
being  formed  all  over  his  own  consti- 
tuency, and  he  rejoiced  in  it.     It  might 
do  a  little  good  ;  it  could  not  possibly  do 
any  harm,    and  so  far  as  Archbishop 
Walsh's    efforts    to    revive    the    Irish 
language  were  concerned,  he  hoped  they 
would   continue    and    extend.     Having 
agreed  with  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
80  far,  he  was  afraid  he  must  part  com- 
pany with  him  on  the  issue  as  it  affected 
what   was    called    the    "office."     What 
had  been  taking  place  for  the  last  year  or 
eighteen  months  in  Ireland  1    A  great 
and  beneficent    revolution    had    taken 
place,  some   of  which  was  due  to  the 
work   of    ArchWshop    Walsh.     Anyone 
who  was   inside   a   pubUc   department 
knew  what   that   meant    as    regarded 
the  staff.     He  had  the  feUcity  of  serving 
in  a  pubhc  department  for  five  years,  and 
if  anyone  had  gone  into  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  after  the  passing  of  the 
Local  Government  Act  of   1888  or  of 
1894,  and  had  seen  the  state  of  that 
office  and  the  difficulty  that  existed  in 
carrying  out  the  intentions  of  ParUa- 
ment,  he  would  reaUse  what  had  been 
going  on  at  the  office  in  Marlborough 
Street  during  the  last  twelve  months. 
It  was  important  to  remember  that  the 
work  of  the  Financial  Secretary  had  been 
delegated  to  him  by  the  Board. 

A  great  Department  of  State  could  not 
be  worked  on  the  principle  laid  down 
by  his  hon.  and  learned  friend.  What 
had  happened  here  1  An  alteration 
was  made  in  the  method  of  pay- 
ing 13,000  teachers,  and  they  could 
not  be  kept  out  of  their  salaries 
while  matters  were  being  discussed 
between  the  Treasury  and  Marlborough 
Street.  A  plan  had  to  be  devised,  and 
the  Commissioners  took  the  average  of 
the  previous  three  years,  and  they  stated 
that  if  cases  occurred  in  which  that 
would  not  be  an  equitable  settlement, 
there  would  be  an  appeal  to  the  Com- 
nuasioners,  and  the  Commissioners  under- 
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took  to  act  as  a  court  of  appeal  and  to 
recommend    such    cases    for,    what    is 
called   in   ordinary  language,    the   con- 
sideration of  the  Treasury.     He  should 
not  like  to  be  subject  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Treasury,  but  that  was  what 
occurred.     Something  like  3,000  appeals 
came  in.     He  put  it  to  the  Committee — 
was  it  to  be  supposed  that  those  3,000 
appeals  were  to  bis  taken  into  the  Board 
room,    where    twenty    gentlemem    met 
once  a  week,  and  that  the  Commissioners 
themselves  were  to  adjudicate  on   every 
one    of    them  1    Did    anyone    imagine 
that    that    would    be    done    in    similar 
circumstances  in  any  Department  of  the 
State.     He    would    tell    the    hon.    and 
learned  Gentleman  what  took  place  in 
many  instances.     As  in  the  case  of  the 
Financial    Secretary   to     the     National 
Board,  powers  were  delegated  to  heads  of 
departments.      It    did    not    follow,    for 
example,   with   reference  to   everjrthing 
that  went  out  with  the  signature  of  the 
Secretary    to    the    Local    Government 
Board,  that  he  had  ever  seen  it.     Hun- 
dreds of  circulars  and  replies  went  out 
every  week  which  the  secretary,  not  to 
speak  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
never  saw.     It  was  done  on  the  follow- 
ing   principle.     All    matters  of    routine 
were  dealt  with  in  the  sub-department 
where    they    arose,    and    letters    were 
sent  out,  which    were    never    seen    by 
the   secretary  of  the  Board.      He  was 
giving  hon.  Members  his  own  experience. 
Other    questions,  not    of    routine,    but 
involving  matters  of  principle,  which  had 
been    settled    by  precedent,    were  dealt 
with  by  the  head  of  the  department,  and 
letters  were  sent  out  regarding  them  which 
the  Secretary  never  saw,  although  in  all 
probability  his  signature  was    attached 
to  them.    There  were  other  questions  in- 
volving difficulty  or  doubt  on  matters 
of  policy,  and  the  replies  regarding  these 
should  be  submitted  at  least  to  the  secre- 
tary, and  very  often  it  was  the  Parlia- 
mentary representative  of    the   depart- 
ment who  decided  them.     He  put  it  to 
hon.     Gentlemen   opposite — could   3,000 
appeals? be  dealt  with   by  the  Commis- 
sioners themselves  1    In  this  case  there 
were  3,000  letters  from  teachers.     Arch- 
bishop   Walsh    himself    said    that    the 
teachers    commenced     writing    to    the 
Commissioners  individually,  a  very  bad 
habit,  and  they  wrote  a  lareer  number 
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probably  to  Archbishop  Walsh  than  to 
any  other  Commissioner,  and  what  did 
Archbishop  Walsh  say  in  regard  to  these 
appeals  1  He  stated  that  in  nearly 
all  the  cases  in  which  appeals  had  been 
made  to  him  there  was  nothing  in 
the  appeal.  [Mr.  Wyndham  :  Hear, 
hear.]  The  Financial  Secretary  went 
through  these  three  thousand  cases  of 
appeal  with  patience,  went  through 
every  one  of  them,  separated  them  one 
from  the  other,  reserved  something 
like  300  to  come  before  the  Resident 
Commissioner,  and  he,  on  his  own  initia- 
tive, believing  either  that  the  question 
was  settled  by  precedent  or  that  there  was 
really  nothing  in  the  appeals,  as  Arch- 
bishop Walsh  said,  decided  these  cases. 
Now  that  was  a  matter  that  would  be 
treated  in  precisely  the  same  way  in  any 
State  Department  in  England  or  Scot- 
land. He  desired  to  speak  with  every 
respect  for  Archbishop  Walsh  and  of  his 
work  on  the  Board,  but  he  did  not  think 
his  Grace  should  ever  have  been  on  the 
Board,  and,  taking  the  case  stated  in  the 
newspapers  and  in  this  Blue-book,  he 
did  not  think  his  Grace  had  made  out 
his  case  for  a  public  inquiry.  As  to  the 
circular  in  regard  to  convent  schools,  it 
was  quite  clear  that  a  mistake  was  made, 
but  mistakes  had  been  made  in  every 
great  Department,  but  this  was  not  a 
case  which,  in  his  opinion,  need  be  met 
by  an  inquiry.  He  wished  to  make 
that  perfectly  clear. 

He  thought,  however,  that  on  general 
grounds  the  case  against  this  Board  was 
overwhelming.  His  difficulty  was  that 
the  system  was  founded  upon  a  mixed 
basis,  the  fundamental  rule  for  seventy 
years  being  that  there  must  be  com- 
bined secular  and  separate  religious 
instruction,  and  what  he  lamented 
was  that  his  Grace  should  ever  have 
taken  a  seat  upon  the  Board,  the  funda- 
mental principle  of  which  he  was  not  in 
harmony  with.  It  was  well  known 
that  the  Catholic  clergy  throughout 
Ireland  were  in  favour  of  religious  educa- 
tion. They  had  a  right  to  believe  in  it, 
and  they  had  a  right  to  have  it ;  but  he 
could  not  understand  how  the  archbishop 
came  to  take  a  seat  on  the  Board  to 
administer  a  system  of  which  he  did  not 
approve,  and  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
leading  opponents.  That  was  his  diffi- 
culty.    Let  him  frankly  state  his  belief 

Mr.  T.  W.  Bussell. 


that  it  was  not  an  inquiry  that  was 
required;  it  was  a  revolution.  Just 
imagine  twenty  men,  even  the  most 
eminent  men  in  the  world,  and  these 
were  not,  sitting  in  a  back  room  in 
Marlborough  Street,  whom  no  one  dare 
ask  what  it  was  they  were  doing.  Their 
proceedings  were  private,  and  no  one, 
not  even  the  House  of  Commons— 
except  of  course  when  the  Vote  came  up 
— had  any  control  over  them.  The 
only  parliamentary  control  was  in  the 
discussion  of  this  Vote ;  and  as  only 
three  days  were  given  for  Irish  Supply, 
to  discuss  this  Vote  meant  sacrificing 
the  discussion  on  others,  though  there 
were  scandals  without  number.  England 
asserted  the  right  to  govern  Ireland, 
but  did  not  allow  Irish  Members  the 
opportunity  to  discuss  the  methods  of 
government.  He  submitted  that  this 
Board  was  not  brought  into  existence 
by  Act  of  Parliament.  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary could  not  demand  information 
from  the  Board ;  he  must  **  request " 
information,  and  they  could  refuse  to 
grant  it.  The  whole  thing  was  monstrous. 
They  were  in  the  House  of  Commons  as 
the  representatives  of  the  Irish  people, 
and  Ireland  would  never  be  governed  as 
it  ought  to  be  until  those  who  adminis- 
tered the  Government  recognised  that 
the  representatives  of  the  people  were  their 
masters  and  not  their  servants.  He  did 
not  choose  to  go  on  bended  knee  to  the 
National  Board  of  Education  and 
"  request  *'  information.  They  ought  to 
receive  it  as  a  right. 

The  truth  was,  this  Board  was  an 
effete  institution.  He  was  ahead  of 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend  for  once, 
and  was  not  sure  that  he  attached  much 
weight  to  his  suggestion  of  popular  repre- 
sentations on  the  Board.  He  was  for 
sweeping  away  the  whole  of  them.  Why 
not  have  in  Ireland  an  Education  Depart- 
ment, as  there  was  in  Scotland  and  in 
England  ]  Just  fancy  if  there  was  a 
Minister  of  Education  sitting  on  the 
Front  Bench  what  a  revolution  it  would 
make  in  six  months — better  still  if  he 
were  an  Irishman.  This  institution  had 
done  its  work.  He  gave  it  credit  for  all 
it  had  done.  They  lived  and  learned: 
and  things  were  not  exactly  to-day  what 
they  were  seventy  years  ago  in  Ireland, 
and  not  what  they  were  going  to  be  ten 
years  hence.     The, sooner  this  Govem- 
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meat  made  up  their  minds  that  there  was 
a  new  life  throbbing  in  Ireland,  that  they 
were  not  going  to  spend  their  lives 
discussing  Kings  oaths  or  Catholic 
universities,  or  doctrines  of  transub- 
stantiation,  and  whether  certain  hon. 
Gentlemen  were  idolators  or  otherwise, 
the  better  it  would  be.  In  the  future 
they  were  not  going  to  spend  time  in 
discuasing  such  questions,  but  to  work 
as  a  harmonious  and  united  people  for 
the  benefit  and  welfare  of  Ireland,  and 
these  effete  institutions  and  these  nomi- 
nated boards  must  and  would  go. 
AH  that  was  settled  when  a  vote  was 
giTen  to  every  cottage  and  every  cabin 
in  Ireland.  Some  people  might  try 
to  keep  it  back,  as  they  were  doing,  but 
it  was  all  coming  in  good  time.  They 
must  have  an  Education  Department 
mstead  of  an  irresponsible  nominated 
board.  His  further  view — and  he  was 
Dot  sure  how  Members  opposite  would 
»gree  with  it — was  this.  The  passing 
of  the  Local  Government  Act  of  1898 
was  a  great  revolution ;  and  from  the 
moment  they  gave  to  the  people  of 
Ireland  the  Parliamentary  franchise,  and 
coofeired  upon  them  the  right  of  local  self- 
government,  things  had  passed  into  a  new 
sphere.  He  desired  to  see  an  Education 
Department,  with  a  responsible  Minister, 
tm  school  boards  in  every  district.  Hon. 
Members  opposite  were  silent,  but  he 
held  his  view  none  the  less  firmly  and 
Nearly.  Well,  in  Scotland  there  were 
Catholics  as  well  as  Protestants,  and  there 
^•is  a  school  board  in  every  parish  in  the 
<^oimtry,  but  there  was  not  a  ripple  on 
the  water,  and  everjrthing  went  smoothly. 
People  got  the  education  they  desired,  and 
controversy  was  silenced.  That  was  his 
solution  of  the  question.  He  did  not 
heHeve  there  was  a  case  for  an  inquiry. 
^  time  he  believed  people  in  Ireland 
^ould  see  that  the  only  possible  way 
to  solve  the  question  was  as  he  stated  it. 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
^ )  said  that  they  had  been  all  delighted 
^ith  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
%th  Tryone.  That  hon.  Gentleman 
^  said  that  he  did  not  think  Dr.  Walsh 
had  made  out  a  case  for  inquiry,  but  he 
Q^ntained  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
•^  made  out  the  strongest  possible  case 
^^r  an  inquiry  into  the  working  of  the 
Board  of  Education.     The  hon.  Member 


for  South  Tyrone  had  spoken  of  the 
good  work  accomplished  in  Scotland  by 
the  school  boards,  but  he  would  remind 
the  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  case  of  Scot- 
land was  different  from  that  of  Ireland. 
What  the  Irish  people  wanted  was  the 
right  to  the  management  of  the  educa- 
tion of  their  own  children  and  to  prepare 
them  for  the  battJe  of  life.  Surely  that 
was  not  a  revolutionary  demand ;  but, 
no  matter  how  simple  and  how  just  it 
was,  it  had  always  been  treated  with 
contempt.  He  had  listened  with  interest 
and  with  pleasure  to  the  debate  on  the 
English  Education  Bill  for  two  whole 
days  that  week ;  but,  as  an  Irishman, 
he  could  not  but  feel  sad  to  think  that, 
while  the  minds  of  all  people  and  nations 
were  busy  discussing,  formulating,  and 
improving  schemes  for  the  better  educa- 
tion of  the  masses,  they  in  Ireland  were 
absolutely  denied  any  voice  or  control  in 
the  educational  system  of  their  country. 
That  had  resulted  in  the  pitiable  condi- 
tion of  the  Education  Board,  and  of  the 
education  which  had  been  administered 
by  that  Board.  They  had  heard  a  great 
deal  as  to  the  way  in  which  the  Board 
had  been  instituted,  and  he  did  not 
wish  to  go  into  details  as  to  the  working 
of  the  Board  during  the  past  seventy 
years.  The  principle  on  which  it  was 
nominated  was  purely  sectarian — half 
were  Catholics,  and  half  Protestants ; 
but  they  were  selected  utterly  regardless 
of  their  competency  to  perform  the  great 
work  entrusted  to  them.  There  were 
judges  and  successful  business  men, 
but,  with  one  solitary  exception,  no  re- 
presentative of  the  different  schools  in 
Ireland.  He  had  heard  an  amusing 
story  of  how  men  came  to  be  appointed 
to  the  Board.  A  certain  gentleman— a 
Catholic  by  the  way,  and  supposed  to  be 
a  Nationalist—  had  been  angling  as  hard 
as  he  could  to  get  on  to  the  Commission 
of  the  Peace  in  Ireland.  It  so  happened 
that  at  that  time  there  was  a  vacancy  on 
the  National  Board  of  Education,  and 
nobody  was  more  surprised  than  that 
same  gentleman  when  he  got  the  an- 
nouncement that,  instead  of  being  made 
a  J. P.,  he  was  made  a  Commissioner  of 
National  Education !  That  was  one 
instance  of  the  manner  in  which  their 
English  masters  tried  to  select  men  who 
were  expected  to  devote  their  time  to 
framing  schemes  of  National  Education 
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and  administering  them  in  proper  form. 
He  maintained  that  the  system  on  which 
the  members  of  the  Board  had  been 
selected  was  a  disgrace  and  an  anachro- 
nism. In  a  country  where  three-fourths 
of  the  people  were  Catholics,  and  five- 
sixths  of  the  majority  were  Nationalists, 
their  feelings  had  been  insulted  and 
flouted.  Not  a  single  Nationalist  repre- 
sentative had  been  appointed  to  the 
Board  until  Dr.  Walsh  had  become  a 
member.  How  was  it  that  Dr.  Walsh 
had  been  put  on  the  Board  ]  Was  it 
because  of  his  knowledge  and  ability  as 
an  educationalist,  or  was  it  that  he  was 
a  thorn  in  the  side  of  the  Government 
which  had  appointed  him,  and  which, 
perhaps,  thought  he  would  be  quieter 
inside  than  outside  the  Boai-d  ]  The 
Irish  representatives  would  be  untrue  to 
their  country  if  they  calmly  tolerated 
year  after  year  and  generation  after 
generation  these  endless  insults.  It  was 
claimed  by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  that 
Ireland  was  governed  with  equality,  and 
sometimes  it  was  even  stated  that  Ireland 
was  better  governed  than  England  ;  but 
would  such  a  system  of  selection  be 
tolerated  in  England  ?  What  would 
the  Eiiglish  people  say  if  the  Board  of 
Education  in  London  consisted  of  nine- 
teen Catholics  and  one  Protestant  ]  A 
storm  of  indignation  would  rise,  and 
naturally  and  deservedly  rise,  up  against 
such  an  unconstitutional  system  of 
selection  ;  yet  that  was  what  Irishmen 
had  had  to  submit  to  during  the  past 
seventy  years,  and  they  had  come  to 
this  House  that  day  to  say  that  they 
were  determined  no  longer  to  submit  to 
it,  and  to  claim  that  the  education  of 
their  own  children  should  be  placed  in 
their  own  hands.  After  all,  the  greatest 
wealth  of  the  Irish  nation  was  the  genius 
and  energy  of  her  sons,  and  who  were 
more  interested  in  the  welfare  of  these 
children  and  more  anxious  to  rear  them 
as  Irishmen  than  their  parents,  and  they 
demanded  the  reform  or  the  abolition  of 
this  Board  of  Education  which  had 
really  blocked  education,  and  had  made 
it  impossible  for  Irishmen  to  live  com- 
fortably on  the  soil  of  their  native  land. 

It  had  been  said  that  the  Irish  people 
were  unfit  to  govern  themselves.  He 
would  remind  the  Committee  that  they 
had  been  but  a  short  time  entrusted 
with  the  duty  of  administering  local  self- 
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government  in  the  country,  and  he 
thought  their  greatest  enemies  must 
admit  that,  despite  their  inexperience  and 
want  of  training  in  self-government,  and 
despite  their  lack  of  education,  the 
county  and  district  councils  had  been 
administered  in  a  way  which  was  a 
credit  to  their  country.  With  that 
example  before  them  it  was  surely  not 
unjust  or  unreasonable  to  say  that  this 
demand  for  a  further  extension  of  local 
government  should  be  granted.  If  the 
British  Government  were  prepared  to 
give  to  the  people  of  Ireland  the  right 
to  make  roads  and  build  bridges  they 
could  go  a  step  further  and  give  them 
control  over  the  educational  training  of 
their  children  which  was  very  much  more 
important.  During  the  horrible  eigh- 
teenth century,  when  the  penal  laws 
were  in  force,  those  who  possessed  wealth 
were  able  to  send  their  sons  out  of  the 
country  to  get  education,  but  the  sons 
of  the  poor  peasants  had  to  go  to  the 
mountain  sides  and  take  shelter  among 
the  rocks.  The  history  of  those  hundred 
yeai-s  which  no  EngUshman  could  read 
with  pride  was  the  strongest  indictment 
of  the  misgovernment  of  Ireland.  The 
story  of  that  period  had  been  told  by  a 
member  of  this  House,  and,  although  he 
differed  from  the  Nationalists  in  politicks 
they  were  proud  of  him.  That  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  said  that  the  govern- 
ment of  Ireland  had  been  such,  if  any 
legislation  could,  as  to  degrade  the 
character  and  blast  the  prosperity  of  the 
nation.  Despite  the  obstacles  which  had 
been  thrown  in  the  way  of  education, 
the  people  grew  up  intelligent  and  refintd, 
and  surely  if  the  Irish,  who  loved  educa- 
tion for  its  own  sake  when  it  was  far  from 
them,  might  be  entrusted  with  the  control 
of  education. 

He  did  not  wish  to  go  too  fuDy 
into  the  particular  question  which  had 
raised  this  debate,  but  they  were  deal-' 
ing  with  a  great  crisis  in  the  educational 
welfare  of  the  country,  and,  if  he  might 
say  so,  they  were  thankful  to  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  having  at  last  let  one  ray 
of  light  into  that  office  which  had  been 
80  long  hidden  from  the  public.  H^ 
hoped  and  believed  this  ray  of  light 
would  show  to  the  public  the  disgrace- 
ful way  in  which  ^ucation  had  been 
managed.  On  the  opposite  side  it  had, 
been  said  tlj^t  a  cgse  had  not  been  made* 
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out  why  an  inquiry  should  be  held  into  more  important  question.  If  the  teachers 
the  working  of  the  Education  Office,  had  been  teaching  for  six  or  eight  months 
flaying  himself  been  trained  in  an  un- 1  they  were  told  by  the  office  that  the 
denominational  college  of  the  National  I  money  which  they  claimed  for  that  six 
Board  where  Protestants  and  Catholics  I  or  eight  months  work  was  not  to  be 
lired  together  in  harmony,  it  was  not  for  \  paid  direct,  but  was  to  be  included  in  the 
him  to  speak  too  hardly  of  those  places    consolidate    income.     Well,    the    office 

was  wrong,  and  they  had  to  admit  that 
they    were    wrong,    and    through     the 


or  the  men  who  worked  them,  but  even 
the  Member  for  South  Tyrone  did  not 
know  as  much  as  he  himself  must  neces- 
sarily know  of  the  way  in  which  educa- 
tion  had    been    mismanaged    by     that 


efforts  of  Archbishop  Walsh  the  teachers 
were  paid  in  full.  He  would  give  another 
instance  of  the  mismanagement  of   the 


Board.  The  correspondence  which  had  |  office.  During  the  transition  year  an 
been  published,  and  the  statement  drawn  ,  amount  was  due  for  what  was  known 
up  by  Dr.  Starkie,  proved  conclusively  as  the  **  Eesidual  Grant."  That  grant 
that  the  working  of  the  Board  had  broken  ;  amounted  to  £120,000,  and  seven  teachers 
down  utterly  and  hopelessly.  It  was  i  were  paid  out  of  it  at  the  rate  of  Is.  per 
useless  and  hopeless  to  try  to  remedy  it  |  quarter  per  pupil  to  teach  to  the  end  of 
bit  by  bit.  The  only  thing  which  would  the  year,  and  the  balance  was  to  be  dis- 
be  successful  would  be  s  the  absolute '  tributed  to  them  afterwards.  That 
sweeping  away  of  the  whole  thing,  and  the  balance  amounted  to  different  sums  in 
aibstitution  of  a  representative  Board  different  years.  In  1895  it  was  5s.  5d.  ; 
which  would  be  responsible  to  the  people  in  1896  it  was  5s.  6d.  ;  in  1897,  5s.  Gd.  ; 
and  whose  working  would  be  known  to  in  1898,  Ss.  4d.  ;  in  1899,  5s.  3d. ;  but 
the  people.  He  hoped  that  when  the  ,  the  amount  had  been  withheld  from  the 
working  of  the  Board  was  thoroughly  *  teachers,  the  office  having  stated  that  it 
understood,  Englishmen,  who  prated  '  was  not  due.  He  held  in  his  hand  a 
so  loudly  of  their  love  of  liberty  and  j  letter  from  Dr.  Walsh,  in  which  it  was 
talked  so  glibly  of  constitutional  and  |  proved  to  anyone  who  had  the  slightest 
representative  government,  would  come  i  knowledge  of  the  elements  of  arithmetic 
at  last  to  see  the  reasonableness  of  the  that  the  money  was  due.  The  new  scheme 
demand  that  this  hopeless,  insulting,  came  into  operation  at  the  end  of  March, 
anti-national  system  should  be  swept  1901,  and  numbers  of  schools  were  coming 
away.  He  knew  the  great  ability  and  *  under  the  scheme  in  April  and  May.  The 
scholarship  of  Dr.  StarWe,  but  there  was  schools  were  examined  in  June.  The 
wmething  more  required  in  the  working !  office  said  that  the  money  was  not  due, 
oi  a  Government  Department.  Dr.Starkie  though  they  said  that  if  the  old  system 
aid  the  magnitude  of  the  work  could    had    been   continued   it    would    be  due. 


not  be  realised  by  anyone  who  had  not 
had  practical  experience  of  the  working 
of  such  an  office.  He  might,  in  passing, 
ask  whether    Dr.   Starkie    devoted    his 


That  was  another  instance  of  the  bungling 
of  the  office,  and  hundreds  of  others 
might  be  quoted.  The  only  thing  which 
would  compel  the  official  Commissioners 
whole  time  to  this  great  work  which  he  to  do  the  work  entrusted  to  them  was  to 
said  it  was  impossible  to  cope  with  ]     His    let  in  the  light  of  public  opinion  on  them. 


name  was  on  another   education    board 
in  Ireland,   and  he  was  a    member    of 


and  surely  that  was  not  an  unreasonable 
thing  to  demand.     He  did  not  want  to 


different  commissions.      He    might  well '  go  into  technical  details,  but  it  was  im- 
devote  his  time  to  the  work  which  pri- 1  portant  that  a  few  should   be  given  to 

illustrate  the  general  policy  of  the  office. 
Under  the  new  system  established  in 
Ireland  the  annual  salary  given  to  the 
educators  of  the  children  of  the  Irish 
attend  to.  A  number  of  statements  j  people  was  the  princely  income  of  £56 
had  been  made  which  he  would  not  like  ,  per  annum.  For  that  amount  they  were 
to  characterise  in  the  manner  in  which  supposed  to  be  able  to  get  men  who  were 
ke  fdt  they  ought  to  be,  but  he  would 


manly  concerned  the  Irish  peasants.  | 
Had  he  done  so  the  numerous  letters! 
▼hich  had  been  referred  to  would  not  | 
hare  been  handed   over  to    officials    to  ; 


brand  them  as  being  far  from  the  truth. 


trained  and  educated  for  this  great  work. 

^ It  was  impossible  to  get  good  teachers 

He  would  go  to  another  and  perhaps  \  for   a   salary    for    which    the  humblest 
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mechanic  would  scorn  to  do  good  work. 
That  was  one  of  the  great  blots  on  the 
new  system,  and  which  would  render 
it  impossible  to  give  to  the  Irish  children 
the  education  to  which  they  were 
entitled,  and  which  it  was  intended  they 
should  get.  They  felt  that  the  time 
had  come  at  last  when  Irishmen  should 
have  the  opportunity  of  training  their 
children  so  that  when  they  went  abroad, 
as  unfortunately  they  had  to  do,  either 
to  this  country  or  to  America,  they  would 
be  able  to  take  their  place,  not  as  hewers 
of  trood  and  drawers  of  water,  but  to 
devdop  their  native  faculties  and  energies 
and  be  a  blessing  to  their  country. 

Mr.  RICHARDS  (Finsbury,  E.)  com- 
plained that  EngUsh  Members  had  not 
been  put  in  possession  of  the  correspon- 
dence which  was  evidently  in  the  hands 
of  the  Irish  Members,  as  it  placed  those 
EngUsh  Members  who  took  an  interest 
in  education  at  a  disadvantage.  It 
seemed  to  him  to  be  a  most  lamentable 
thing  that  the  Archbishop  of  DubUn 
should  have  resigned  his  position  on  the 
Irish  Board  of  Education  on  a  matter  on 
which  his  Grace  appeared  to  have  been 
outvoted.  He  had  come  down  .to  the 
House  in  response  to  an  urgent  whip, 
expecting  a  stormy  sitting,  but  had 
found  a  reasonable  grievance  put  forward 
by  the  Irish  Members  in  quiet  and  mild 
speeches,  save  that  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Tyrone.  He  would  Uke  the 
Irish  Members  to  consider  whether  it 
was  fair  to  attack  a  system  which  had 
been  in  existence  for  thirty  or  forty  years 
with  a  Board  consisting  of  half  CathoHcs 
and  half  Protestants.  He  conceded, 
however,  that  there  were  many  districts 
where  the  CathoUcs  were  in  the  ascen- 
dancy. He  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Tyrone  that  in  Scotland  they 
had  solved  the  religious  difficulty.  They 
of  the  Church  of  England  had  not  the 
same  Uberty  in  England  as  their  co- 
religionists had  in  Scotland,  for  in  the 
school  board  schools  in  Scotland  they 
had  the  liberty  and  the  right  to  read  and 
to  teach  any  catechism  that  they  liked. 
He  believed  that  it  was  perfectly  true 
that  both  Protestants  and  Catholics  in 
Ireland  desired  to  preserve  the  denomi- 
national system.  He  supported  the  idea 
of  an  Irish  Minister  of  Education ;  but 
he  foresaw  that  there  were  difficulties  in 
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the  way.  The  Minister  might  not  have 
a  seat  in  the  House,  and  if  he  were  a 
CathoUc  the  Protestants  might  be  dis- 
satisfied, and  if  he  were  a  Protestant  he 
might  not  be  acceptable  to  the  Catholics. 

What  the  English  Members  wished  to 
know    was    what    the    Irish    Members 
wanted  them  to  do  with  regard  to  this 
Board.     Did  they  wish  the  Board  to  be 
swept  away  altogether  1  [*'Hear,    hear," 
from  the  Irish  Benches.]    Well,  that  was 
a  definite  statement.     He  was  bound  to 
admit    that    the    Irish    Members     had 
grievances.     He  had  visited  some  schools 
in  Cork  and  elsewhere  in  Ireland,  and 
he  had  been  struck  with  the  distances 
which  the  children  had  come  to  school, 
and  the  devotion  of  the  teachers,   and 
with    the    unfairness    with    which    the 
Catholics  were  treated  in  Ireland  in  noi 
being  permitted  to  have  the  emblems  of 
their  reUgion  in  any  of  the  public  schools. 
That  was  a  grievance  that  should   be 
remedied,  and  he  was  quite  sure  that  the 
Chief  Secretary  would  have  done  it  had 
he  been  able.     Whenever  the  religious 
question  came  up  certain  Members  took 
up  a  position  which  was  not  reasonable. 
It   was   the   duty   of  the   Conservative 
party    to    preserve    the    rights    of    the 
minority,    but   he   hoped   and    beUeved 
that  the  halcyon  day  would  come  when 
there  would  be  a  more  reasonable  feeling 
on  the  part  both  of  CathoUcs  and  Pro- 
testants in  Ireland  where  education  was 
concerned     Was  it  true  or  not  that  the 
sums  mentioned  as  having  been  practi- 
cally earned    by  the    Irish    teachers  in 
the  years  gone  by  were  being  withheld 
from  them,  and  if  so,  was  it  with  the 
knowledge    and    consent    of    the    Chief 
Secretary    and    those    in    authority    in 
Ireland  1    He   agreed    with    what    had 
been  said  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  perma- 
nent officials.     He  knew  from  his  own 
experience  that  this  was  not  the  only 
Department   in    Ireland    which    set    at 
defiance   the    wishes   of   the   people    of 
Ireland.     He  had  long  been  waiting  to 
denounce  the  Irish  Lights  Board  for  the 
way  in  which  they  set  at  naught  the 
express  wishes  of  the  people,  but  he  was 
told  that  there  was  no  way  to  do  so. 
because  the  expenditure  was  not  voted 
by  ParHament,  but  derived  from  Kght 
dues.     He  was  told  that  the  Board  of 
Education  was  composed  of  distinguished 
judges,   and  distinguished  members  of 
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the  different  denominations,  but  he  had  I 
Dot  supposed  that,  like  the  gentlemen  of 
the  Insh  Lights  Board,  they  exercised  i 
their  own   sweet   will     He   hoped   the 
Chief  Secretary   would  remember   that  i 
there  could   never   be  any  satisfaction 
amongst  the  bulk  of  the  Irish  people  so 
long  as   there  was  an  attempt    by  the 
permanent  officials  in  Dubhn  to  set  at 
naught    and    override    the     expressed 
wishes  of  the  people  in  matters  of  local 
detail  when  no  principle  was  at  stake. 
He  thought    the    Tories    were    greater  i 
friends  of  Ireland  than  the  Liberal  Whigs,  | 
whose  only  object  was  to  get  into  office 
and  keep  in  office  as  long  as  they  could. 
The  hon.  Member  stated  that  £56  a  year 
was  too  small  an  initial  salary  for  teachers  , 
in  Ireland.     He  was  very  glad  they  got  it,  | 
but   he   knew   that   many   teachers   in  i 
En^nd    were   working   for   a   smaller  I 
salary,  although  the  price  of  living  in  | 
Ireland  was  much  lower  than  in  England.  , 
Of  course,  if  a  teacher  had  to  depend  on  , 
£56  a  year  for  his  whole  Ufe  it  would  be 
unfair,  but  as  a  minimum  he  thought  it 
very  reasonable,  and  that  there  was  no 
ground    for    complaint     regarding    it. 
There  were  many  country  priests  who 
did    not    receive    anything    Uke    that 
amount,  and  yet  their  grievances  were 
not  brought  before  the  pubUc.     They  on 
that  side  of  the  House  were  glad  to  sup- 
port hon.  Members  from  Ireland  when 
they  had  a  genuine  grievance,  and  they 
must  have  when  one  of  the  heads  of  their 
Church    resigned    his    position    on    the 
National  Education  Board.     At  the  same 
time  let  not  the  Committee  mix  up  major 
with  minor  matters.     He  could  assure 
hon.  Members  opposite  that  in  their  zeal 
for  education  they  had  the  sympathy 
of  the    majority  of    hon.   Members  on 
that  side  of  the  House.     He  hoped  that 
the  Chief   Secretary  would  be  able  to 
satisfy   hon.    Members   opposite  on  the 
question  at  issue,  and  that  whether  it 
was  the  Board  of  Education  or  that  very 
obstinate  body,  the  Irish  Light  Board,  or 
any  other  Board,  it  should  be  got  rid  of 
when  it  worked  out  of  harmony  with  the 
majority  of  the  Irish  people. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  said 
he  was  glad  of  the  tone  of  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  Member,  but  it  did  not  carry 
them  much  further.  The  good  old 
Juggernaut  of  the  British  Government 
would  go  on  just  the  same.     He  regarded 


the  resignation  of  the  Archbishop  of 
Dublin  less  from  the  point  of  view  of 
detail  than  from  the  more  general  aspect. 
Hon.  Members  might  scarcely  remember 
the  circumstances  under  which  his 
Grace,  with  more  or  less  reluctance, 
accepted  the  office  which  he  had  just 
resigned.  From  the  days  of  Archbishop 
Murray  no  Catholic  ecclesiastic  had  ever 
taken  office  in  the  Board  of  National 
Education.  The  methods  of  the  Board 
had  been  denounced  again  and  again  by 
the  Hierarchy,  especially  as  regarded 
that  portion  of  their  administration 
connected  with  the  model  schools.  In 
some  of  the  dioceses,  notably  Limerick, 
he  thought  it  was  absolutely  made  a 
matter  of  conscience,  under  pain  of 
exclusion  from  the  sacraments,  not  to 
send  children  to  those  model  schools. 
That  was  the  position  in  which,  in  order 
to  smooth  educational  difficulties,  put 
down  religious  rancour,  and  assist  the 
Government  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Montrose,  his 
Grace  was  willing  to  take  upon  himself 
all  the  risks  of  misunderstanding  neces- 
sarily attaching  to  the  assumption  of  the 
the  office.  The  other  Members  of  the 
Board  were  mainly  gentlemen  enjoying 
large  State  or  educational  emoluments, 
receiving  solid  bullion  either  from  the 
State  or  from  some  of  the  confiscated 
foundations  belonging  to  the  Catholic 
Church.  For  the  fifty  or  sixty  years 
the  Board  had  then  been  established  it 
had  never  made  one  step  in  the  way  of 
approach  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
mass  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  to  popu- 
larise the  Board,  or  to  alleviate  the  just 
prejudices  and  antagonisms  which  its 
attitude  had  excited.  Even  leaving 
aside  altogether  the  question  of  religious 
differences,  the  education  which  the 
commissioners  administered  to  the 
country  was  of  the  most  repellent  and 
detestable  kind.  The  people  were  fed 
practically,  on  intellectual  sawdust.  They 
actually  refused  to  teach  not  merely 
Irish,  but  Irish  history,  or  even  those 
portions  of  English  history  bearing  on 
the  historical  position  of  the  Irish  nation. 
Their  lesson  books  would  be  a  disgrace  to 
the  Hottentots  or  Kaffirs.  The  system 
of  so-called  national  education  was  a 
curse  instead  of  blessing  to  the  country, 
for  it  simply  taught  bad  English  instead 
of  good  Irish.     It  was  into  that  Board 
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that,  stepping  aside  from  his  own  rank, 
the  Archbishop  went  to  endeavour  to 
improve  the  unimprovable,  and  it  was 
from  that  point  of  view  that  his  resigna- 
tion   demanded    attention.     He    threw 
himself  into  the  work,  and  for  five  or 
six   years   worked   like   a   galley   slave. 
With  that  microscopic  knowledge  which 
he  possessed  there  was  not  a  department 
of  education  into  which  his  Grace  did  not 
probe.     Having  been  head  of  the  college 
at  Maynooth,  he   approached    his   task 
with  the  equipment  of  an  educationist 
as  well  as  of  a  scholar — which  were  not 
always  the  same  thing.     He  clothed^the 
dry  bones  of  that  foreign  Board  with 
some  trace  of  scholarship  and  some  touch 
of  national  feeling.     But  he  found  him- 
self at  every  step  obstructed,  not  only  by 
his  fellows  on  the  Board,  but  by  all  the 
influences  of  which  the  Committee  had 
heard  on  the  principle  that  it  was  the 
business   of   Englishmen  in   Ireland  to 
worry  the  natives.     He  actually  achieved 
the  revolution  of  persuading  the  Board 
to  allow  the  teaching  of  the  history  of 
Ireland  with  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  in 
the   schools.     He   then   suggested    that 
scholars  in  such  places  as  Galway,  Done- 
gal, and  Kerry,  who  knew  no  English, 
should  be  taught  English  through  the 
medium  of  Irish.     He  had  himself  seen 
scholars    in    Donegal    who    could    read 
English  better  than  he  could,  but  without 
understanding  a  single  word  of  it.     The 
class-book  said,   '*  Bring  turf  from  the 
bog,'*   but  if  the  children  were  asked 
what  was  turf  or  what  was  a  bog,  they 
did  not  know.     His  Grace  endeavoured 
to  bring  about  these  and  other  reforms, 
but,  obstructed,  harassed  and  worried, 
without  the  co-operation  or  comradeship 
of  a  single  real  educationist  or  lover  of 
his  country  on  the  Board,   he  at  last 
stepped  down  and  out.     But  the  good 
old   British  Government   would  go  on 
just  as  before.     He  knew  they  would 
still  get  £10,250,000  out  of  the  country, 
that  a  certain  number  of  poor  men  would 
enlist  in  the  British   Army,   a  certain 
number   would  go   to   the   workhouse, 
and  another  certain  percentage  would 
emigrate  to  the  United  States.     He  knew 
these  things  would  go  on  just  as  if  nothing 
had    happened  ;     but,    looking    at    the 
country  even  from  the  point  of  view  of 
a  Unionist,  what  did  it  profit  the  King 
to  have  such  a  system  as  that  main- 
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tained,  established,  fostered,  and  bolstered 
up  by  Minister  after  Minister,  for  genera- 
tion after  generation  %  He  cared  nothing 
for  the  book  stores  or  whether  the  ledgers 
were  totted  up  or  not.  He  would 
disdain  to  read  the  balderdash  in  the 
Return  which  had  been  supplied  to  hen. 
Members,  but  he  did  say  that  the  re- 
signation of  that  eminent  man  would  be 
accepted  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  Ireland  as  a  further  proof— 
if  further  proof  were  necessary — of  the 
absolute  failure  of  the  institutions  of  the 
British  Government  in  Ireland. 

The  hon.  Member  for  East  Finsbury 
asked  what  was  the  remedy  they 
proposed.  They  had  no  remedy  except 
Home  Rule.  There  was  no  other 
remedy,  and  all  the  arguments  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  and 
others  pointed  in  that  direction.  The 
hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  said  he 
had  got  rather  ahead  of  hon.  Members 
on  that  side  with  that  matter  ;  he  wanted 
a  revolution.  Disraeli  said  the  same 
thing  sixty  years  ago.  The  hon.  Member 
reminded  him  of  the  American  who  in 
trying  to  keep  up  with  the  procession 
got  ahead  of  the  band.  He  wanted 
school  boards.  The  first  thing  he  sug- 
gested was  abolish  that  board  altogether. 
Start  with  that.  As  far  as  he  under- 
stood, there  was  not  much  difference 
between  Protestants  and  Dissenters  in 
England,  but  would  it  be  tolerated  that 
in  some  district  in  England  where  the 
Church  of  England  was  in  a  majority 
of  ten  to  one,  the  humble  Methodists 
or  Presbyterians — he  did  not  know 
whether  they  were  humble — should  on 
a  school  board  of  twenty  members,  have 
a  membership  of  ten  against  the  ten  of 
the  Church  of  England  ?  If  they  would 
not  tolerate  that  in  a  parish  in  England, 
how  did  they  expect  the  Irish  people  to 
tolerate  it,  not  in  regard  to  a  parish  or 
county,  but  in  regard  to  the  entire  of  the 
Irish  nation?^ Take  that  charter  oi 
Lord  Stanley,  or  whoever  the  fool  was 
who  started  it  and  light  the  fire  at 
Downing  Street  with  it.  That  was  his 
first  advice.  Then  let  them  place  direct 
personal  responsibility  upon  the  minister 
of  the  day,  who  was  now  able  to  mak^ 
the  excuse  that  he  was  not  responsible 
for  the  National  Board  of  Education. 
The  way  in  which  Ministers  manage" 
with^Vegard   to   Ireland   was  to  create 
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some  irresponsible  board  over  which 
they  said  Parliament  had  no  control. 
There  were  the  Irish  Lights  Board,  the 
Education  Board,  the  Valuation  Board, 
and  so  on,  all  down  the  gamut  of  foUies 
which  is  the  chief  monument  of  the 
British  Government  in  Ireland.  Some 
responsibility  must  be  placed  upon 
the  Minister.  The  Minister  now  says, 
*'  I  have  found  this  system  and  I 
am  born  into  it,  and  I  have  to  manage 
it  with  all  the  red  tape  around  it." 
Then  he  goes  and  gets  a  Cabinet 
ministership  in  some  less  worrying  British 
office.  That  was  the  story  as  long  as 
they  had  known  them,  and  that  would  be 
their  story  to  the  end  of  time. 

The  Scotch  Vote  was  £1,363,881,  the 
Irish  Vote  £1,300,700,  so  that  there 
was  £63,000  more  for  education  in 
Scotland  than  in  Ireland.  In  Ireland 
they  had  no  Andrew  Carnegies  to  give 
them  a  couple  of  million  pounds.  When 
anybody  had  got  a  couple  of  millions  in 
Ireland  he  spent  it  in  London  and  got  a 
peerage,  like  Lord  Iveagh.  There  were 
no  merchant  princes  in  their  country, 
and  no  great  Scotch  lords  and  peers. 
And,  remember  also,  that  the  Scotch 
people  for  300  years  back  not  only  had 
their  four  universities,  but  they  had 
also  had  an  almost  perfect  system  of 
primary  education.  He  remembered 
when  in  1870  it  was  proposed  to  estab- 
lish compulsory  education  in  Scotland 
there  was  an  outcry  against  it  in  that 
country  because  it  was  considered  almost 
an  insult  to  them  because  they  said  that 
everybody  in  Scotland  was  educated  with- 
out any  compulsion.  The  Scotch  Office 
was  administered  in  London.  In  Ireland 
they  would  have  been  none  the  worse 
off  if  education  had  been  administered  ' 
from  London.  The  Irish  Office  in  | 
London  would  have  been  infested  by  | 
enemies  just  the  same,  and  he  did  not 
care  whether  the  office  was  in  Downing 
Street  or  Marlborough  Street.  The 
Scotch  Office  in  London  costs  £16,000 
a  year  to  administer — ^a  large  sum  of 
money.  The  office  and  the  salaries  in 
DubUn  cost  £24,000.  Therefore,  to 
administer  £63,000  less  in  Ireland  they 
required  £8,000  more.  It  had  always 
been  said  that  Ireland  had  been  in  the 
past  the  land  of  learning.  He  turned 
to  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  Vote 
irhich  he   found   was   £1.355,000.     So 


that  actually  they  paid  more  by  £55,000 
for  policing  Ireland  and  keeping  it 
handcuffed  than  they  were  prepared  to 
pay  for  establishing  any  kind  of  a  national 
system  of  education  in  Ireland.  If  they 
went  into  any  village  in  Ireland  they 
would  find  there  ten  policemen  to  one 
schoolmaster.  That  represented  fairly 
and  accurately  the  view  of  Irishmen 
upon  this  system.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  on  these  denominational  questions 
they  had  got  a  long  way  ahead  of  the 
'30's  and  the  '40's.  They  had  then  to 
bamboozle  John  Bull  by  saying  they 
were  setting  up  a  system  under  which 
no  religion  whatever  would  be  taught. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  this  was  the  most 
strictly  denominational  system  that  by 
any  means  they  could  establish.  The 
parish  priest  was  the  manager  of  the 
schools  in  Catholic  districts,  while  the 
Protestant  and  Presbyterian  ministers 
were  managers  in  their  respective  dis- 
tricts. According  to  the  Education 
Board  in  Ireland  they  could  not  have 
the  Crucifix  in  the  schools,  although 
they  might  have  a  picture  of  the  Crucifix. 
They  could  not  have  a  model  of  the 
thing.  That  was  the  modern  Protestant 
idea  of  idolatry.  They  had  got  posses- 
sion of  the  country.  They  had  the 
forts,  the  Army  and  the  Navy,  and 
therefore  nothing  but  a  foreign  invasion 
can  disturb  them  in  Ireland.  Their  tax 
collectors  were  all  over  the  land,  and 
they  could  do  what  they  Uked.  What 
did  it  matter  to  them  that  the  people 
were  NationaUsts  1  They  would  still  get 
the  same  number  of  recruits  for  the 
Army  and  Navy.  They  shrink  at  the 
idea  of  making  these  Boards  Nationalist, 
as  if  they  would  not  really  be  more  in- 
surrectionary because  they  know  the 
Enghsh  language.  They  had  often 
studied  Irish  disaffection,  and  he  thought 
the  chief  cause  of  that  disaffection  was 
because  they  had  always  insisted  upon 
the  Irish  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the 
EngUsh  tongue.  What  he  submitted 
in  brief  was  this.  Let  the  people  alone. 
Within  the  iron  bonds  of  British  Govern- 
ment, from  which  they  could  not  escape, 
why  not  let  the  people  have  free  play  in 
popular  education  and  rehgious  develop- 
ment ?  He  put  that  question  to  EngUsh- 
men.  He  respectfully  said,  *'  begin  as 
you  should  begin,  by  the  aboUtion  of  this 
Board,  and  start  with  the  idea  of  giving 
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the  people  some  share  in  the  manage- 
ment of  their  own  national  life."  If  they 
started  upon  those  principles,  even  as 
Unionists,  they  would  be  able  to  bring 
to  the  popular  mind  a  large  measure  of 
appeasement  and  satisfaction. 

Mr.  GORDON  (Londonderry.  S.)  said 
that  instead  of  coming  forward  and 
asking  for  an  inquiry  upon  the  grounds  ; 
stated  by  Archbishop  Walsh,  hon.  Mem- 1 
bers  opposite  had  taken  advantage  of  : 
this  opportunity  to  make  a  wholesale 
attack  upon  the  Board  of  National  i 
Education  in  Ireland.  The  Archbishop  ! 
of  DubUn,  who  had  worked  hard  in  i 
connection  with  education  in  Ireland, 
knew  the  Board  had  done  its  work  fairly 
and  honestly,  and  he  brought  no  charge 
against  the  Board.  There  was  nothing 
in  any  letter  which  had  been  written 
by  the  Archbishop  to  justify  the  charges 
and  statements  made  against  the  Board 
in  this  House.  He  would  be  surprised ' 
to  hear  the  language  that  had  been  used 
in  reference  to  some  of  his  eminent  col- 
leagues on  the  Board.  They  were  told 
that  the  Members  of  this  Board  were 
not  educationists,  that  they  were  not 
scholars,  and  that  some  were  judges 
country  gentlemen,  and  clergymen.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  the  school 
board  elected  in  any  district  in  Ireland 
would  be  better  quaUfied  for  this  work 
than  the  gentlemen  who  at  present  con- 
stituted the  Board  of  Education  in  Ire- 
land. Most  of  them  were  men  who  had 
distinguished  themselves  in  their  univer- 
sity careers.  Some  of  them  were  men 
who  had  had  great  experience  them- 
selves in  teaching.  One  of  them  was  a 
professor  in  a  college  before  he  became  a 
county  court  judge.  Others  had  ac- 
quired the  very  highest  distinction  in 
the  universities  of  which  they  were 
ornaments.  These  gentlemen  repre- 
sented different  schools  of  education  and 
different  schools  of  thought  and  religious 
views,  and  they  worked  amicably  with 
the  Roman  Cathohc  Archbishop  of 
Dublin  for  six  years,  and  he  himself  had 
not  one  word  to  say  against  the  Board. 
It  was  a  Uttle  too  much  for  hon.  Members 
from  Ireland,  in  making  an  appUcation 
to  this  House  for  an  inquiry  into  this 
question,  that  they  should  suggest  things 
which  the  archbishop  himself  had  never 
put  forward  as  a  ground  for  that  inquiry. 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy. 


A  great  work  had  been  done  in  connec- 
tion with  the  system  of  Education  in 
Ireland,  although  nobody  would  go  so 
far  as  to  say  that  it  was  a  perfect  system. 
The  Board  of  Education  had  conferred 
great  benefits  upon  the  community,  and 
they  were  now  told  that  it  ought  to  be 
swept  away.     And  what  was  to  be  put  in 
its   place  %     Some   hon.  Members   sug- 
gested school  boards.     Those  who  made 
this  suggestion  in  connection  with  Irish 
education  did  not  reaUse  what  the  f  eehng 
was  in  some  parts  of  the  country  upon 
this    question.     Under    other     circum- 
stances he  might  be  in  favotir  of  school 
boards  in  Ireland.     School  boards  had 
worked  well  in  England  and  Scotland. 
It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  in  Ireland 
the  school  manager  discharged  the  func- 
tion   which    was    often    discharged   in 
England  and  Scotland  by  members  of 
the  school  board.     He  was  the  man  who 
was  most  respected  by  the  people  in  the 
neighbourhood,    and    no   charges    were 
made  against  the  school  managers.    They 
conducted  the  correspondence,  and  dealt 
with  the  matters  affecting  the  children 
and   the   teachers.     Certain   courses  of 
education  were  prescribed,  and  certain 
standards  had  to  be  attained,  and  those 
standards  were  tested  by  annual  or  other 
inspection.    What  difference  was  there 
between  the  system  in  Ireland  and  the 
S5rstem  in  this  country  ]    He   did  not 
think  hon.  Members  opposite  wished  to 
change  the  source  from  which  the  money 
was  obtained  for  Irish  primary  education. 
,  He  should  be  the  last  person  in  the  world 
to  say   one   word  against   the    Roman 
I  Cathohc  Archbishop  of  DubUn.     He  had 
I  worked  very  hard  in  connection  with 
I  education,  as  well  as*  in  other  matters, 
I  and  he  had  been  mainly  instrumental  in 
,  bringing  about  a  change  in  the  system 
I  applyii^g  ^o  the  teachers  in  Ireland.    The 
I  Board  had  framed  a  new  scheme  for  the 
'  teachers  which  had  taken  an  enormous 
I  amount  of  time,  and  no  one  fcuggested 
!  that  this  scheme  did  not  meet  with  the 
'  approval  of  the  Archbishop,  or  that  it 
I  was  not  strictly  in  accordance  with  the 
I  teachers  requirements.     The  Board  sent 
'  out  this  scheme,   which  stated  all  the 
I  details  in  regard  to  what  they  were  pre- 
I  pared  to  do  in  reference  to  the  salaries  of 
I  the  teachers  who  might  remain  under  the 
new  scheme,  and  they  further  stated  that 
if  there  were  any  exceptional  cases  re- 
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quiring  exceptional  treatment  they 
were  prepared  to  deal  with  them. 
The  result  was  that  something  like 
40,000  letters,  dealing  with  the  com- 
plaints of  about  10,000  teachers,  from 
teachers,  managers,  and  other  people 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  teachers, 
came  pouring  into  the  office,  and,  for- 
sooth, the  twenty  commissioners  were 
to  sit  down,  study  those  letters,  and 
form  an  opinion  as  to  each  of  the  com- 
plaints made  !  It  was  the  duty  qf  the 
subordinates — the  clerks  and  assistant 
secretaries — to  deal  with  such  matters, 
and,  when  they  had  exhausted  all  that 
they  could  fairly  deal  with  themselves, 
to  bring  the  cases  worthy  of  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Board  before  the  members. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  were  about 
300  cases  which  presumably  would  be 
submitted  to  the  Board.  Under  these 
circumstances  they  were  told  by  the 
archbishop  that  letters  had  been  sent 
out  in  the  ordinary  way  in  the  name  of 
a  department,  and  this,  forsooth,  was  to 
be  made  a  charge  against  an  officer  dis- 
charging important  functions,  which 
functions  he  had  discharged  in  a  most 
satisfactory  manner.  The  archbishop 
himself,  in  dealing  with  the  matter  in 
his  letter  of  1st  June,  written  before 
his  resignation,  but  at  a  time  when  he 
had  all  these  matters  before  him,  said 
that  he  had  had  numerous  complaints 
sent  in  to  him  of  the  same  character,  and 
probably  in  the  same  terms,  as  those 
which  had  gone  before  the  officials  of  the 
Board,  so  that,  so  far  as  he  had  been 
able  to  examine  them  in  detail,  he  had 
found  that,  as  a  rule,  the  complaints 
were  without  any  real  foundation.  Was 
it,  therefore,  to  be  said  that  there  should 
be  an  inquiry  into  the  working  of  the 
oflSce  because  these  complaints,  which 
were  asserted  by  the  archbishop  himself 
to  be  without  any  real  foundation,  were 
not  all  placed  before  the  twenty  com- 
missioners ?  No  man  would  be  able  to 
take  the  position  of  a  Commissioner  of 
National  Education  if  it  was  to  be  a 
condition  that  he  should  read  all  the 
Correspondence,  and  form  an  opinion  as 
to  every  item,  and,  after  all,  was  not 
that  the  gravamen  of  the  charge  of  the 
archbishop  1  The  question  of  stores  and 
80  on  were  the  merest  details.  The  arch- 
bishop complained  that  a  circular  was 
sent  out  without  having  been  read  and 
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approved  by  the  men  whose  names  were 
attached  thereto.  What  though  it  were ; 
and  assuming  a  mistake  had  been  made, 
was  it  not  the  duty  of  the  archbishop 
to  have  brought  it  Wore  his  colleagues 
in  order  to  get  the  mistake  rectified  *? 

These  were  matters  to  be  dealt  with  by 
the  commissioners  themselves,  and  not 
by  a  public  inquiry.  The  members  of 
the  Board  were  as  competent  to  discharge 
their  duties  as  Commissioners  of  National 
Education  as  any  gentlemen  could  be ; 
they  were  thoroughly  honest,  and  were 
quite  prepared  to  do  their  duty.  Why, 
therefore,  did  not  they  inquire  into  the 
matter  and  deal  with  it  1  So  far  as 
there  was  anything  before  the  public 
to  show,  there  had  never  been  any 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  archbishop 
to  get  his  colleagues  to  make  an  inquiry. 
According  to  the  Minute  of  18th  June, 
the  archbishop  appeared  to  have  received 
the  greatest  sympathy  from  the  Board, 
and  a  resolution  was  passed  which,  at 
all  events,  seemed  to  have  satisfied  his 
Grace  on  that  occasion.  It  was  not  until 
afterwards  that  he  found,  not  that 
something  had  not  been  done,  not  that 
the  spirit  of  the  resolution  had  not  been 
carried  out,  but  that  something  had  not 
been  placed  upon  the  minutes  which  he 
thought  should  have  appeared  on  the 
record  of  the  proceedings.  His  Grace 
might  have  been  quite  right,  but  was 
that  a  matter  for  a  public  inquiry  ?  No 
sufficient  ground  had  been  given  for  such 
an  investigation.  It  would  be  a  very 
unfortunate  thing  if  anything  was  said 
in  the  course  of  the  debate  to  impair  in 
any  way  the  efficient  working  of  the 
naticmal  system  of  education  in  Ireland. 
Great  steps  had  been  taken  towards 
popularising  the  system.  Apart  alto- 
gether from  the  question  of  having  a 
purely  undenominational  and  unsec- 
tarian  system  carried  out  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, capitation  grants  had  been  made 
to  schools  which  were  purely  denomi- 
national and  under  denominational 
control.  A  system  of  united  secular 
education,  with  separate  religious  instruc- 
tion if  the  parties  desired  it,  was  in  exist- 
ence. In  order  to  deal  fairly  with  all 
classes  of  the  community,  those  who 
wished  to  have  a  separate  denomina- 
tional system  of  their  own  and  provided 
schools  for  it  were  getting  large  benefits 
under  the  existing  system.    It  was  now 
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suggested  that  all  this  should  be  brought 
to  an  end.  There  were  a  great  many 
people  in  the  world  who  were  ready  to 
destroy  it,  but  it  was  one  thing  to  attack 
and  an  entirely  different  thing  to  con- 
struct. The  conservation  of  things 
which  might  not  be  perfect  in  every 
way,  but  which  at  all  events  served  a 
good  and  useful  purpose,  ought  to  receive 
most  careful  consideration  from  the 
House.  Nothing  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
interfere  with  the  conservation  of  such 
things,  unless  the  House  was  convinced 
that  they  ought  no  longer  to  exist.  He 
strongly  protested  against  the  attacks 
which  had  been  made  upon  members 
of  the  Board  as  individuals,  and  upon 
the  system  as  a  system. 

*Mr.  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  N.)  thought 
the  fact  of  such  a  man  as  the  Roman 
Catholic  Archbishop  of  Dublin  taking 
the  strong  and  irrevocable  step  of  re- 
signing his  membership  of  the  National 
Board  ought  in  itself  to  be  a  certain 
guarantee  that  there  was  something  very 
wrong  and  defective  in  the  constitution 
of  that  authority.  Speaking  as  a  Pro- 
testant, and  as  one  who  was  in  no  way 
under  the  guidance  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic Archbishop  of  Dublin,  he  believed 
that  if  there  was  one  man  more  than 
another  who  enjoyed  the  confidence  of 
the  Irish  nation  as  a  whole  it  was  Arch- 
bishop Walsh,  and  if  one  member  of  the 
Board  had  done  more  than  another 
to  promote  the  cause  of  national  educa- 
tion in  Ireland  it  was  that  eminent 
prelate.  The  Committee  had,  under  the 
archbishop's  own  hand,  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  take  the  strong 
course  he  had  adopted.  The  commis- 
sioners had  officially    announced  that — 

*•  Cases  in  which  the  Commissioners  may 
deem  it  necessary  to  fix  the  future  income 
of  the  teachers  on  the  basis  of  their  average 
incomes  for  the  past  three  years  will  be 
specially  considered.'* 

That  was  a  solemn  pledge,  affecting 
about  2,700  teachers  in  Ireland.  But 
what  was  done  1  An  unauthorised 
circular  was  issued  revoking  and  alto- 
gether repudiating  that  official  announce- 
ment of  the  Board.  In  the  words  of 
Archbishop  Walsh — 

"  Now,  to  their  amazement,  and  very  natural 
indignation,  managers,  on  sending  up  to  the 
Education  Office  carefully  prepared  statements 
showing,  by  facts  and  figures,  that  the    case 

Mr.  Gordon, 


of  some  teacher  is  one  on  which  it  would 
seem  inequitable  to  have  the  salarv  definitely 
fixed  on  the  basis  merely  of  a  three  years 
average  receive,  in  reply,  official  lett^  to 
the  effect  that  no  other  arrangement  is 
possible;  that  the  Commissioners  are  bound 
by  Treasury  rules;  that  the  salaries  must 
remain  as  they  are ;  and  that  the  only  hope 
for  the  teachers  of  any  improvement  in  their 
income  is  through  some  future  addition  to 
their  salaries  in  recognition  of  *  continued 
good  service.' " 

To  this  the  archbishop  had  added — 

"  It  would  manifestly  be  nothing  short  of 
a  fraud  upon  the  public  if  the  Commissioners 
of  National  Education,  having  publicly 
announced  their  intention  of  dealing  excep- 
tionally with  cases  requiring  in  equity  to  be  ex- 
ceptionally dealt  with,  and  having  obtained 
the  necessary  Treasury  sanction  for  their  doing 
so,  were  now  to  take  their  stand  on  the  '  pro- 
visional '  arrangement  made  at  the  outset,  de- 
clining to  modify  it  in  any  case,  and  declinmg 
even  to  take  the  trouble  to  look  into  the 
circumstances  of  a  case  specially  submitted 
to  them  by  a  manager  for  equitable  considera- 
tion  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  is 

not  one  word  of  truth  in  the  statements  thus 
made  in  official  form.*' 

These  passages  occurred  on  page  4  of  the 
**  Extracts  from  the  Minutes."  Not- 
withstanding this  fact,  the  views  of  the 
archbishop  did  not  prevail  at  the  Board, 
and  accordingly  he  had  sent  m  his  resig- 
nation. He  agreed  with  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  South  Tyrone  that  the  time  had 
come  when  the  National  Board  of  Edu- 
cation should  be  overhauled,  and  that 
could  not  be  done  except  through  the 
medium  of  a  public  inquiry  such  as  the 
hon.  Member  for  Waterford  had  de- 
manded. He  trusted  that  when  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  rose  to  reply 
he  would  hold  out  some  hope  of  a  public 
inquiry.  The  National  Board  of  Educa- 
tion was  an  obsolete  institution,  having 
regard  to  the  way  in  which  education 
had  progressed  during  the  last  fifty  years. 
The  Board  was  a  sort  of  compromise. 
Immediately  after  the  Catholic  emancipa- 
tion in  1829,  an  attempt  was  made  to 
give  some  education  to  the  great  mass  oi 
the  peasantry  and  poor  of  Ireland.  A 
jingling  padlock  had  been  hung  upon 
their  mouths  and  intellects  during  the 
whole  of  the  18th  century,  and  the  Lord 
Stanley  of  that  time  tried  to  initiate  a 
system  which  if  possible  would  reconcile 
the  rather  bigoted  minds  of  the  Irish 
Protestants  to  some  method  which  would 
enable  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  to  be 
educated.     The    old    Protestant    schools 
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had  fallen  into  disuse,  and  there  was 
nothing  left  but  the  hedge  schoolmaster, 
irho  taught  the  people  for  a  sod  of  turf  or 
a  few  pence  very  good  Latin  and  very  ; 
good  English,  as  it  turned  out,  and  for , 
seventy  years  the  English  people  had 
done  nothing  to  adapt  the  system  then 
instituted  to  the  growing  necessities  of 
the  people  of  Ireland.  He  spoke  with  a 
great  knowledge  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  : 
and  it  must  be  admitted  by  everybody 
that,  taking  any  Irish  boy  or  girl  indi- 
vidually, they  could  not  be  surpassed  for 
intellect  or  the  capacity  for  acquiring 
information  ;  but  they  were  behindhand 
in  education,  and  especially  behind  their 
Scotch  brethren,  merely  because  the 
Government  of  England  had  not  inter- 
fered to  execute  the  first  duty  of  a 
Government,  the  paternal  duty  of  seeing  i 
that  the  youth  of  the  State  were  properly 
educated. 

This   Board   would   have  to    be  alto- 
gether   altered.       They    had    heard    of 
the  constitution  of  it,  and  it  was  not  to  be 
supposed  for  a  moment  that  he  enter- 
tained any  other  feeling  but  that  of  the  • 
highest  respect  for  every  member  of  the 
Board ;  but  at  the  same  time,  he  could 
not  help  saying  that  in  his  opinion  it , 
was  not  a  Board  that  understood  the 
I        wants  of  the  youth  of  Ireland.     It  was  a 
I        body  not  responsible  to  the  House,  and 
!       had  no   representative   in    the    House ; 
no  one  who  could  be  brought  to  book  or 
taken  to  task   for  the   errors  and  the 
maladministration  of  the  Board.     They 
were  all  eminent  men  engaged  in  other 
duties,  and  who  could  not  be  expected 
I        to  enter  into  all  the  details  of  education 
necessary   for   the    huge   population    of 
children  in  Ireland.     There  were  among 
them  a  great  many  Fellows  of  Trinity 
College,    which    was    the    fort    of    the 
English    garrison    in    Ireland,   and   no 
doubt   if    Ireland    had    been    converted 
to    Protestantism,     if     the     Reforma- 
tion    had   taken    root    in    Ireland    at 
the    time    of    Queen    Elizabeth,    as    it 
had  done  in  England  and  Scotland  the 
gentlemen   would   have   been   first-rate 
men  for  this  purpose ;  but  England  had 
never  been  able  to  convert  the  Irish — 
they  had  tried  every  contrivance,  they 
had  resorted  to  every  means  of  oppression 
and  coercion,  they  had  passed  Acts  of 
Parliament  in  the  last  century  which 
were   admittedly    a   disgrace   to    every 


system  of  government  since  the  world 
began.  They  had  tried  to  proselyte- 
them  by  bribery,  and  take  advantage 
of  their  poverty,  and  after  all  these  years 
the  people  were  Catholics  still,  and 
would  remain  CathoUc  until  the  crack  of 
doom.  It  would  be  necessary,  therefore,, 
to  remodel  the  National  Board  of  Educa- 
tion. Having  regard  to  that  state  of 
things,  they  could  not  legislate  for  them 
in  the  same  manner  as  for  England  and 
Scotland.  That  was  the  bed-rock  of  the 
evil  of  the  English  Government  in 
dealing  with  Ireland.  They  endeavoured 
to  treat  Ireland  the  same  as  if  it  were 
Yorkshire  or  Mid-Lothian ;  they  could 
not  do  it.  After  seventy  years  education 
was  less  advanced  in  Ireland  than  it  was 
then.  The  system  had  utterly  broken 
down,  and  up  to  the  present  there  had 
been  no  way  and  no  hope  of  getting 
any  improvement.  In  those  days  the 
air  was  full  of  doctrines  of  secularising 
education.  Some  years  ago  he  himself 
recollected  certain  rules  that  were  passed 
and  approved  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant,. 
I  not  under  Act  of  Parliament,  which  were 
called  fundamental  rules,  one  of  which 
was  that  no  emblems  should  be  used  in  the 
.  schools.  What  was  the  result  1  The 
breach  of  that  rule  was  winked  at,  and 
although  the  inspectors  never  saw  the 
emblems  when  they  went  to  the  schools 
they  were  perfectly  well  aware  that  they 
had  only  been  carefully  packed  away 
'  in  drawers  and  then  taken  out  when 
I  they  were  gone.  The  whole  thing  should 
:  be  overhauled.  There  should  be  an 
elected  Board  representative  of  the 
people,  representative  of  those  parents 
whose  children  were  to  be  educated, 
'  who  would  give  what  the  people  wanted 
I  — that  species  of  education  which  was 
i  best  to  fit  them  for  the  battle  of  life^ 
which  would  accommodate  itself  to  the 
different  districts  of  the  country,  and 
which  would  be  represented  in  this 
House  by  a  Minister  of  Education — a 
]  second  Vice-President  of  the  Council — 
who  would  not  be  trammelled  by  any 
old-fashioned  notions  or  doctrinaire  tradi- 
tions, but  would  see  what  was  really  best 
to  develop  the  intellect  and  arm  the 
j  youth  of  Ireland,  male  and  female,  with 
a  proper  equipment  for  the  battle  of  life. 

I     Mr.  power  (Waterford,  E.)  said  that 
i  any  man  who  looked  dispassionately  at 
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the  whole  Irish  question  would  see  that 
a  great  deal  of  the  Irish  difficulty  had 
lain  in  rqligious  prejudice.  Whether 
they  were  right  or  wrong,  they  had 
adhered  with  tenacity  to  a  certain  creed. 
They  were  not  mere  worshippers  of 
success  from  the  material  point  of  view, 
and  they  might  have  been  better  oflf  if 
they  had  not  adhered  to  the  creed  which 
they  thought  correct.  Ultramontane  or 
otherwise,  that  was  the  creed  to  which 
the  Irish  people  were  attached,  and  they 
would  remain  attached  to  it  until  death. 
It  was  their  opinion  that  secular  educa- 
tion should  bp  accompanied  by  reUgious 
education,  and  they  maintained  that 
any  statesman  who  endeavoured  to 
divorce  the  one  from  the  other  made  a 
sad  mistake.  Allusion  had  been  made 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  to  the 
fixing  up  in  schools  of  the  rehgious 
emblems  which  they  wished  to  see  as  if 
they  were  idolators.  EngHsh  gentlemen 
thought  that  they  worshipped  these 
things.  These  emblems  merely  reminded 
them  of  diviner  things,  and  anyone  who 
knew  Catholicism  knew  that  there  was 
no  idolatry.  They  were  not  mere  wor- 
shippers of  success,  and  although  it 
might  not  be  for  their  advantage  to 
adhere  to  the  faith  for  which  their 
forefathers  fought  and  bled,  he  hoped  ta 
God  they  would.  The  hon.  Member 
for  South  Tyrone  had  delivered  an 
interesting  speech  on  the  subject  brought 
forward  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Water- 
ford.  He  seemed  to  think  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Waterford  did  not  make 
good  his  case.  Their  case  was  that  in 
this,  as  in  many  other  matters,  the  people 
of  Ireland  were  governed  by  permanent 
officials,  absolutely  irrespective  of  the 
wishes  of  Parliament  and  the  feelings  of 
the  majority  of  the  people.  A  fortnight 
ago  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone 
showed  in  an  interesting  speech  that  the 
Land  Acts  were  clogged  and  would  not 
work  owing  to  the  action  of  the  officials. 
The  very  case  they  were  discussing  now 
was  another  instance  of  that.  Officials 
in  Ireland  did  absolutely  what  they 
wished,  and  in  connection  with  the 
National  Board  they  acted  with  a  freer 
liand  than  in  other  cases,  because  the 
Board  was  not  responsible  to  this  House. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  representing 
the  Government  in  this  House  with 
respect  to  Irish  affairs  could  not  demand 
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an  explanation  from  the  National  Board 
of  Education  for  anything  it  did.  He 
had  rather  to  ask  an  explanation,  and  if 
they  declined  to  give  it  he  was  absolutely 
powerless  to  enforce  it.  He  thought 
they  were  all  agreed  that  it  was  the  very 
first  duty  of  the  State  to  look  after  the 
education  of  the  children.  It  was  also 
the  first  duty  of  the  parent  to  look  after 
the  education  of  his  children,  and  any 
parent  who  failed  to  equip  his  children 
with  proper  education  did  not  discharge 
the  obligations  of  his  position.  Very  few 
people  in  the  main  approved  of  the  system 
of  education  carried  out  by  the  Board. 
He  noticed  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Kensington  was  a  warm  advocate 
of  the  system  pursued  by  the  Board.  He 
understood  that  the  hon.  Member  was 
an  Irishman,  but  whether  that  was  so  or 
not  he  could  speak  for  very  few  in  Ire- 
land. The  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  went  beyond  the  hon.  Member 
for  Waterford,  and  said  he  wished  the 
whole  thing  swept  away.  The  action 
proposed  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Water- 
ford would  be  a  stepping  stone  to  that. 

He  believed  a  greater  case  had  never 
been  made  for  a  public  investigation  than 
in  this  matter.  If  any  board  in  the 
country  should  possess  the  confidence 
of  the  people  it  was  tho  board  entrusted 
with  the  education  of  the  people.  While 
the  Archbishop  of  DubHn  was  on  the 
Board  it  did  to  some  extent  possess  the 
confidence  of  the  people.  They  knew  that 
that  he  worked  wonderfully  hard  while 
on  that  Board,  but  he,  having  found 
it  impossible  to  adjust  things  even 
in  a  moderate  way  to  meet  the  wishes 
of  Ireland,  had  left  the  Board,  and  now 
there  was  no  one  on  it  who  possessed 
in  the  least  the  confidence  of  the  Irish 
people.  He  could  point  to  many  towns 
in  Ireland  which  had  been  ruined  by  the 
desolating  influence  of  British  rule,  and 
he  could  prove  that  millions  of  British 
money  had  been  spent  in  bolstering  up 
a  system  of  education  which  the  Irish 
people  abhorred  and  despised.  While  he 
deplored  the  bigotry  which  was  mani- 
fested by  Protestants  towards  Catholics 
in  the  north  of  Ireland,  yet  in  his  heart  of 
hearts  he  was  prepared  to  make  allow- 
ance for  it,  because  the  schools  in  which 
the  Protestants  had  been  brought  up 
produced  a  system  of  religious  intolerance 
which  nothing  else  could  produce.  Lately 
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he  was  reading  one  of  the  few  speeches 
on  educational  matters  which  Lord 
Byron  delivered.  Speaking  of  the  system 
set  up  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  he  used 
these  significant  words — 

''  Better  send  children  to  those  islands  in  the 
South  Seas,  where  they  might  more  humanely 
learn  to  hecome  cannibals.  It  would  be  less 
disgusting  to  see  them  brought  up  to  devour 
the  dead  than  to  persecute  the  living.  Schools 
do  jou  call  them?  Schools!  Ilather  call 
them  dunghills  where  the  viper  of  intolerance 
deposits  er  young,  that  when  their  teeth  are 
cut,  and  their  poison  is  mature,  they  may 
issue  forth  filthy  and  venomous  to  sting  the 
CathoUc." 

When  he  read  of  the  syst.m  which  had 
been  bolstered  up,  and  which  to  some 
extent  still  continued  in  some  parts,  he 
was  prepared  to  look  with  leniency  on 
the  children  brought  up  in  the  schools 
which  Lord  Byron  had  so  eloquently 
described.  Though  the  people  of  Ulster 
had  too  well  learned  the  sorry  lesson, 
he  could  say  on  the  part  of  Munster, 
Leinster,  and  Connaught,  that  though 
Catholics  were  in  a  majority  in  these 
provinces  they  would  never  retaliate  on 
those  who  differed  from  them  in  a 
spuit  so  lowering  and  so  degrading.  He 
agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  that  the  only  way  to  remedy  the 
situation  was  to  root  out  the  present 
system  and  establish  one  in  which  the 
Irish  people  would  have  some  confidence. 

*Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.)  said  no 
reply  had  been  given  to  the  strong  case 
brought  forward  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Kerry.  What  they  complained  of 
was  that  Dr.  Walsh  had  been  forced  to 
resign  membership  of  the  National 
Board  of  Education.  The  grounds  for 
that  resignation  were  stated  in  a  docu- 
ment which  had  been  placed  in  their 
hands  within  the  last  few  hours.  He 
did  not  understand  why  the  document 
was  not  circulated  earlier.  If  the  docu- 
ment had  been  sent  to  Members  generally, 
instead  of  only  to  a  few,  the  Committee 
would  have  been  better  able  to  appre- 
ciate what  it  contained.  They  were 
told  by  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  that  out  of  the  2, 700  special  claims 
which  were  sent  in  by  teachers  with  re- 
prd  to  their  new  salaries,  only  300  had 
substantial  foundation.  These  300  cases 
had  been  ignored  by  the  circular  which 
was  issued  over  the  heads  of  the  Com- 
missioners   of    National    Education    for 


the  purpose  of  getting  rid  of  the  work 
which  the  officials  should  naturally 
discharge.  These  were  very  specific 
grievances,  and  deserved  some  better 
answer  than  had  been  given  that  evening. 
The  National  Board  of  Education  was 
condemned  universally  in  Ireland  as 
being  entirely  unsuited  to  the  needs  of 
the  Irish  people.  The  members  of  the 
Board  were  simply  society  gentlemen 
who  circulated  around  Dublin  Castle. 
Of  all  the  members  of  the  Board  which 
had  the  control  of  the  primary  education 
of  Ireland  there  were  none,  except 
perhaps  Mr.  Molloy,  who  was  trained 
in  the  Irish  Board  system,  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Dublin,  and  Sir  R.  Blenner- 
hassett,  who  could  be  said  to  know 
anything  about  the  national  education 
of  Ireland. 

*Mr.  LECKY  (Dublin  University): 
May  I  interrupt  the  hon.  Gentleman  ? 
In  addition  to  Professor  Dowden  there 
are  no  less  than  three  Fellows  or  ex- 
Fellows  of  Trinity  College  on  the  Board. 
These  gentlemen  have  surely  some 
knowledge  of  education. 

Mr.  TULLY  said  that  Professor 
Dowden  was  a  scholar  of  European 
eminence,  but  then  there  was  another 
Trinity  man,  Dr.  Traill,  who  occupied  so 
much  of  his  time  attacking  the  Member 
for  South  Tyrone  on  Land  Purchase. 

*Mr.  LECKY  :  That  gentleman  has 
been  engaged  in  education  for  over  forty 
years  in  Trinity  College. 

*Mr.  TULLY  said  that  if  that  was  so 
they  did  not  give  much  attention  to 
education  in  Trinity  College.  What  had 
this  Board  been  doing  l  They  had  sent 
theCommission  to  the  Continent  to  report 
on  manual  instruction,  but  if  they  had 
known  their  business  they  would  have 
had  all  that  at  their  finger 's-end.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  spoken  of 
Dr.  Starkie  as  one  of  the  products  of 
Trinity  College,  whom  they  must  all  ac- 
cept as  a  model  of  perfection  in  these 
matters.  But  this  Dr.  Starkie  when 
challenged  as  to  why  the  staff  of  the 
Education  Board  would  not  examine 
into  the  2,700  appeals  from  the  teachers, 
replied  that  the  Education  Office  was  in  a 
state  of  confusion.     He  admitted  under 
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his  own  hand  that  he  had  no  control 
over  the  staff  of  the  Education  Office, 
and  that  he  could  not  get  them  to  carry 
out  their  duties.  On  the  13th  May  last 
he  wrote  to  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin 
and  said — 

"  The  present  state  of  affairs  is  intolerable. 
I  have  no  control  even  over  the  stafif  of  my 
office,  for  which  I  am  directly  responsible.  I 
could  put  my  finger  on  the  men  who  are  and 
have  been  the  cause  of  all  the  dislocation  both 
here  and  in  the  inspection  work ;  but  it  would 
be  useless  asking  the  Commission  to  support 
me  if  I  propose  so  much  as  the  superannuation 
of  an  officer." 

That  was  Dr.  Starkie,  and  that  was  the 
Education  Board  which  was  selected 
from  the  society  of  nobodies  in  Dublin. 
Four  days  after  that  letter,  on  the  17th 
May,  Dr.  Starkie  again  wrote  to  Arch- 
bishop Walsh  stating — 

*'  It  is  very  difficult  for  a  man  in  my  position 
to  deal  with  the  class  of  men  we  have  among 
the  higher  officiab." 

Two  of  them,  whose  names  were  left  in 
blank,  were,  he  said — 

"  perfectly  hopeless,  I  cannot  get (naming 

one  of  the  two^  to  read  the  rules  or  to 
adhere  strictly  to  them.  He  is  alway  interpo- 
lating ideas  and  interpretations  of  his  own, 
and  submitting  them  to  me  for  '  formal ' 
sanction.  I  have  to  initial  300  notings  a  week, 
and  cannot  be  expected  to  study  each  of  them. 
.  .  .  .  I  have  to  take  a  great  deal  on  trust, 
which  is  bad  security  in  this  office." 

That  was  the  Dr.  Starkie,  the  Resident 
Commissioner  for  whom  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Trinity 
College  stood  up  in  this  House  and  de- 
fended. He  was  not  surprised  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  left  the  House 
when  he  knew  these  revelations  were 
coming.  The  fact  was  that  the  political 
partisans  of  these  incompetent  officials 
of  the  Board  of  Education  covered  up 
their  deficiencies — a  state  of  things 
which  would  not  be  tolerated  in  England 
or  Scotland  for  half  an  hour.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  did  not  like  these 
revelations.  Truth  was  always  bitter ; 
and  they  did  not  wish  that  there  shoiild  be 
be  any  exposure  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  people  of  Ireland  had  been  treated. 
He  thoroughly  agreed  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  that  they 
wanted  something  more  than  an  inquiry 
— a  revolution ;  they  wanted  to  wipe 
away  the  Board  altogether,  and  he 
invited  the  Chief  Secretary  to  wipe 
the  Board  of  Education  root  and  branch 

Mr.  Tully. 


off   the   face    of   Ireland.    There   were 
plenty  of  educational  experts  in  Ireland, 
but  as  they  did  not  goto  the  balls  and 
levees  at  Dublin  Castle  they  were  not 
placed  upon  the  Board.     All  the  intelli- 
gence of  Ireland  was  not  circumscribed 
by  the  walls  of  Dublin  Castle,  but  be- 
cause of  the  ignorance  and  the  bigotry 
and    intolerance    that    existed    at    the 
Castle  with  regard  to  Ireland  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  put  these  experts  on  the 
Board.     It  was  an  intolerable  state^of 
things,  and  one  which  the  Irish  Members 
in   this   House   would   always   cry  out 
against.     He  would  refer  again  to  the 
memorandum  which  was  filled  with  so 
much  balderdash  and  piffle.  Dr.  Starkie  in 
the  memorandum  he  had  issued  had  gone 
for  the  scalp  of  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin. 
Hon.  Members  were  told  that  a  sufficient 
number  of  copies  of  this  precious  memo- 
randum could  not  be  produced  in  time 
to  supply  all  the  members  of  the  House. 
That  was  a  piece  of  the  greatest  humbug 
that   ever   existed.     He  was  a   printer 
himself,   and   could   state   emphatically 
that    there    was    no    greater    difficulty 
in  producing  500  copies  than  the  few 
which  had  been  put  round   the  House. 
What  was  the  reason  of  that  humbug  ?  It 
was  because  Dr.  Starkie  thought  he  could 
spring  the  memorandum  on  the  House, 
and  so  cover  up  his  tracks,  that  hon. 
Members  would  not  have  an  opportunity 
of  naihng  him  upon  his  statements.    The 
archbishop,    however,   had     fortunately 
secured  a  copy  on  the  previous  evening, 
and  had  written  a  very  important  letter 
upon  the  subject,  which  had  appeared 
in  the  Irish  papers  that  morning.    In 
the    memorandum     Dr.     Starkie    had 
spoken  of  the  crisis   at   the   Education 
Office.     He  had  called  it  a  crisis  because 
they  had  altered  the  system  of  payment 
of  the  teachers,  they  had  consoUdated 
the  salaries,  and  on  account  of  the  great 
labour  in  dealing  with  that  consohdation 
a  crisis  had  come  about.     It  was  ridicu- 
lous   to    call   it   a   crisis.     This    crisis 
which  Dr.  Starkie  spoke  of  was  a  crisis 
which  existed  among  the  staff,  and  had 
been  caused  by  the  conduct  of  the  Educa- 
tion   Board.    These    education    officers 
administered    a    sum    of    £1,400,000, 
£20,000  of  which  went  to  the  staff  of  the 
office.    The  Scotch  Vote,  which  was  of 
the  same  amount,  was  administered  at 
a  cost  of  only  £16,000  for  the  staff,  yet 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


313 


Supply — Civil 


{12  July  1901} 


Service  Estimates. 


314 


under  the  Irish  system  they  had  a  resi- 
dent   commissioner    complaining    that 
his  officials  would  not  do  their  work  and 
would  not  even  read  the  rules,  and  that 
he  had  no  power  to  remove  them  or  get 
them    superannuated     by     this     eflfete 
Education  Board.      He  wondered  what 
English  Members,  who  might  fairly  be 
expected  to  take  an  interest  in  a  question 
like  this,  thought.     They  were  a  great 
commercial  people,  took  a  great  interest 
in  commercial  questions,  and  how  many 
En^hmen     would    wish     that     there 
should  be  a  Board  like  this  administering 
£1,400,000  in  this  way  1     It  was  a  con- 
dition of  things  they  would  not  tolerate 
for  a  moment,  and  they  would  very  soon 
take  drastic  measures  to  send  the  whole 
of  these   people    about    their    business. 
Upon  the  general  question  of  education 
in  Ireland  there  was  one  point  seriously 
deserving  of  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment.   The  hon.  Member  for  West  Kerry, 
whose  eloquent  statement  of  the  matter 
could  not  be  surpassed,  had  stated  that 
the  starting  salary  of  the  teachers  in 
Ireland  was  £56  per  annum,  and  that 
it  would  take  thirty-six  years  for  a  teacher 
to  reach  the  maximum  salary  of  £150 
a  year.     It  is  only  in  10  per  cent,  of  the 
schools  in  Ireland  that  the  teachers  had 
the   attendance    by    which    they  could 
qualify  for  the  maximum  salary,  and  yet 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Finsbury  had 
had  the  temerity  to  say  that  £56  a  year 
was  quite    enough  for  an  Irish    school 
teacher  to  start  with.  That  was  too  miser- 
able a  salary  to  expect  trained  men,  who 
devoted  their  Hves  to  education,  to  accept. 
When  on  a  visit  to  Scotland  he  attended 
a  meeting  in  one  of  the  board  schools  of 
Dumbartonshire,  and  he  had  asked  the 
teacher  there  what  his  salary  was,and  had 
received  the  reply  that  his  salary  and 
emoluments  amounted  to  between  £300 
and  £400  a  year.      It  was  no  wonder 
that  the  Scotch  were  swarming  all  over 
the  country,  and  getting  all   the    best 
things  in  Ufe,  when  they  had  such  splen- 
did advantages  of  education  as  he  saw 
there.     He  thought  that  Ireland  should, 
instead  of  being  kept  behind,  have  the 
same    opportunity    of    developing    the 
intelligence  of  the  people  by  education 
aa  the  Scotch.     If  they  gave  Irishmen 
the  management  of  their  own  affairs, 
even  in  education,  they  would  not  come 
to  this  House  with  any  pitiful  appeals, 
but  woidd  set  manfully  to  work,  and  in- 
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I  stead  of  having  the  teachers  paid  so 
miserably  as  now  they  would,  out  of  their 
own  scanty  means,  give  sufficient  to 
maintain  first-class  schools. 

Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.)  said  the  reve- 
lations  which  had  been  made  in  the  matter 
of  this  Board  were  in  themselves  a  con- 
demnation of  the  system  of  education 
in  Ireland.     It  would  be  admitted  that 
a   nominated   body,   thoroughly  out  of 
sympathy  with  the  wishes  of  the  people  to 
be  educated,  could  not  be  a  success,  and 
Ireland  was  the  only  country  where  a 
great  educational  department  was  carried 
on  by  a  nominated  body.    The  tendency 
of  the  Government  with  regard  to  edu- 
cation in  England  was  to  delegate  to  the 
local  authorities    the  authority  to  con- 
duct the  education  of  their  own  districts, 
as  was  shown  by  the  Bill  now  before  the 
House   to  hand  over  that  power  to  the 
county  councils.     But  in  Ireland  they 
still   retained   the   old,    worn   out,    and 
antiquated  system  of  a  nominated  board. 
The  real  objection  to  this  system   was 
that,  while  it  pretended  to  satisfy  the 
wants  of  the  Irish  people,  it  really  did 
nothing  of  the  kind.    While  it  was  true 
that  the  reUgious  differences  were  said 
to   be   met   by  constituting  the   Board 
equally    of    Catholics    and  Protestants, 
there    was    the    disadvantage    that    the 
Board  was  not  an  educational  one.     It 
was  not  sufficient  to  have  Catholics  and 
Protestants  upon  the  Board  ;   what  was 
required     was     CathoUc     educationists 
and     Protestant     educationists.      There 
was    a   great    dearth    of    educationists 
upon  the  Board,  and  to  conduct  educa- 
tion   in   this    manner    was   to    hamper 
education     in     its     first     steps.        The 
fact    that    stared    them     in    the     face 
right  through  the  system  of  Irish  educa- 
tion,   whether   it   was   the   primary   or 
whether    it    was    the    more    advanced 
education,   was  the  way  in  which  the 
wishes  of  the  people  were  ignored.     The 
question    of    university    education    had 
often  been  raised  in  the  House,  and  an 
inquiry  had  now  been  granted  in  respect 
of  that  matter,  but  that  inquiry  was  not 
nearly    so    important    as    the    inquiry 
which  had  now  been  demanded  by  the 
hon.    Member   for   Waterf.rd.     A   con- 
sideration not  to  be  ignored  was  that 
when  a  foreign  country  tried  to  govern 
a  country  in  a  foreign  way,  as  England 
tried  to  govern  Irelaiy^^i j|^  ^^o®§i€ 
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nised  the  various  educational  movements 
going  on  in  that  country.  There  was 
nothing  more  striking  in  Ireland  at  the 
present  time  than  the  movement  for  the 
revival  of  the  Irish  language  ;  yet  the 
Education  Board,  which  was  looking 
after  the  intellectual  interests  of  the 
youth  of  Ireland,  had,  since  the  resigna- 
tion of  Dr.  Walsh,  nobody  at  all  to  look 
after  the  Irish  children  in  this  respect. 
It  had  been  said  that  some  members 
of  the  Board  were  learned  professors  of 
Trinity  College,  and  that  might  be 
perfectly  true ;  but  Trinity  College  and 
its  professors  were  an  aUen  institution 
in  the  country,  and  any  attempt  by  the 
Government  to  claim  that  they  were 
looking  after  the  interests  of  the  people 
by  putting  over  them  men  alien  to  them 
in  every  respect  would  not  succeed. 
There  were  other  Trinity  College  pro- 
fessors well  qualified  to  take  a  position 
upon  the  Education  Board,  and  the 
appointment  to  such  a  position  of  Dr. 
Douglas  Hyde  would  have  given  general 
satisfaction.  He  was  not  appointed, 
however,  because  he  had  the  interests 
of  the  people  at  heart,  and  because  he 
saw  in  the  educational  movement  at  the 

E resent  time  for  the  revival  of  the  ancient 
mguage  of  Ireland  an  opportunity  to 
help  the  people  to  develop  themselves  on 
national  lines,  and  that  the  study  of  the 
old  language  would  enable  them  to  grasp 
the  history  of  the  country,  and  build  up 
a  national  character  in  themselves  which 
would  never  be  built  up  under  any 
system  of  nominated  Boards. 

Mr.  LUNDON  (Limerick,  E.)  said  he 
intended  to  contribute  a  few  remarks  in 
this  debate  upon  the  important  matter 
of  education.  To  his  mind  there  was 
no  subject  of  more  importance  to  the 
Irish  people  than  the  question  of  educa- 
tion. He  condemned  the  existing  condi- 
tion of  education  in  Ireland,  and  insisted 
upon  the  necessity  for  a  revolutionary 
change  to  a  system  conducted  on  really 
national  lines.  The  hon.  Member 
pointed  out  that  Irish  manufactures  and 
industries  having  been  ruined  by  British 
rule,  the  Irish  people  had  largely  to  rely 
for  their  advancement  on  those  who  were 
to  come  after  them  on  a  system  of 
national  education.  When  this  system 
was  launched  over  seventy  years  ago 
under  the  name  of  a  national  system  of 

Mr,  Boland, 


education  it  was  never  intended  by  the 
people  who  launched  it  that  it  should  be 
made  into  an  anti-national  sjrstem. 
Every  eflfort  had  been  made  to  utilise 
the  system  of  education  in  Ireland  in  the 
interests  of  the  ascendency  class.  In  his 
early  days  he  had  ample  opportunity  of 
confirming  what  he  had  stated  upon 
this  point.  One  thing  which  had  struck 
him  in  connection  with  this  debate  was 
the  absence  of  hon.  Members  from  their 
seats  upon  the  Government  side  of  the 
House.  After  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  there  was 
quite  a  stampede  from  the  benches 
opposite.  He  did  not  deny  that  there 
had  been  great  scholars  and  educationists 
connected  with  the  National  Board,  but 
all  their  learning  and  education  had  been 
directed  in  one  channel,  and  that  was 
the  maintenance  of  the  Protestant 
ascendency  in  Ireland.  What  were  they 
doing  for  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  or  the 
education  of  the  world  1  They  were 
mere  figure-heads,  merely  ornamental, 
and  the  business  was  carried  on  by  a  few 
functionaries.  Dr.  Walsh  joined  the 
Board  a  few  years  ago  with  the  view  of 
doing  some  service  to  the  Irish  people. 
After  his  experience  of  it  he  had  now 
retired  sadly  disappointed.  He  could  find 
nothing  but  perversity  and  incompe- 
tence ;  but  his  retirement  might  be  the 
best  thing  the  Irish  people  ever  saw  in 
connection  with  the  Board.  What  they 
wanted  was  not  so  much  an  inquiry— 
although  that  was  badly  wanted— as  a 
revolution  of  the  entire  system.  It  was 
quite  true  that  they  could  do  little  in  this 
House  to  bring  that  about,  but  they  had 
in  Ireland  the  Irish  National  League, 
and  they  had  newspapers  in  Dublin  to 
educate  the  people.  There  were  branches 
of  the  National  League  all  over  the 
country,  and  if  they  were  driven  to  that 
resource  they  could  nationaHse  the 
system.  In  the  city  of  Limerick  there 
was  scarcely  any  control  by  the  National 
Board.  In  Ireland  they  had  one  uni- 
versity— Trinity  College.  It  was  founded 
by  robbery  and  spoHation.  It  was  hard 
that  Irishmen  should  now  have  to 
beg  for  education  at  the  hands  of 
the  English  nation,  for  in  former 
times  the  Irish  were  a  learned  people. 
They  were  told  that  they  ought  to 
forgive  and  forget  their  wrongs.  They 
ight  forgive,  but  ^®J^*w44/i^^^  forget, 
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their  memories  being  good.  He  remem- 
bered as  a  boy  when  the  population  of 
Ireland  was  nine  millions,  and  now  it  was 
onlj  four  and  a  half  millions.  They  were 
going  down  hill,  whereas  in  England  they 
were  going  up  hill.  They  asked  to  be 
allowed  simply  to  go  on  their  own  way. 
Dr.  Walsh,  whose  learning  was  equal  to 
that  of  St.  Thomas  Aquinas,  and  who 
was  famous  as  a  great  educationist, 
could  do  nothing  while  he  was  on  the 
Board  of  Education.  The  Resident  Com- 
missioner admitted  that  the  officials 
of  the  Board  could  do  what  suited  them- 
selyes,  and  they  were  steeped  in  bigotry 
and  hatred.  The  English  people  knew 
nothing  of  what  went  on  in  Ireland.  All 
they  wanted  was  denominational  educa- 
tion, and  that  the  Catholic  people,  by 
their  bishops  and  priests,  and  their 
Members  of  Parliament,  should  be 
allowed  to  manage  their  own  system, 
and  that  the  Presbyterians  of  the  North 
of  Ireland  should  have  the  right  to  their 
own  system,  according  to  their  own 
belief. 

Mr.  LEAMY  (Kildare,  N.)  said  that  the 
Hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  had,  in 
the  course  of  his  excellent  speech,  de- 
clared that  he  did  not  think  a  case  had 
been  made  out  for  an  inquiry  into  the 
condition  of  affairs  in  the  Irish  Education 
Board,  but  he  was  sure  that  not  only 
that  hon.  Gentleman,  but  every  fair- 
minded  man  in  the  House,  would  admit 
that  an  imperative  case  had  been  made 
out  for  inquiry  when  they  heard  the 
betters  read  which  had  been  addressed  by 
the  Resident  Commissioner  to  Arch- 
bishop Walsh.  The  hon.  Member  then 
T^  the  extracts  from  the  letters  of  Dr. 
Starkie,  quoted  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Leitrim,  and  insisted  that  there  was 
something  radically  wrong  in  the  Board 
^i  Education  when  the  Archbishop  had 
^elt  compelled  to  resign.  When,  some 
years  ago.  Dr.  Walsh  accepted  a  seat  on 
the  Board,  his  Grace  had  surprised  most 
of  his  friends  in  Ireland,  and  they  knew 
that,  from  his  brave  and  strenuous  nature, 
be  would  not  give  in  as  long  as  there  was 
the  slightest  chance  of  carrying  out  his 
^ew8,  which  were  those  of  the  vast 
naajority  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  His 
trace's  resignation  was  a  confession  of 
confusion  and  failure  in  the  Board.    The 

Board  was  dead,  and  the  only  inquiry 
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that  should  be  made  was  a  post-mortem 
inquiry.  Archbishop  Walsh  stood  for  a 
great  deal  to  the  Irish  people.  He  was 
the  head  and  representative  of  their  great 
and  ancient  faith,  and  was  the  national 
exponent  of  the  views  of  the  Irish  people 
on  education.  Anyone  who  knew  the 
story  of  Ireland,  who  understood  the  love 
of  its  people  for  education,  would  almost 
despise  them  for  the  way  they  had  put  up 
with  the  existing  system  so  long.  For 
his  part  he  had  no  fear  but  that  this 
inquiry  would  have  to  be  made.  They 
were  not  going  to  allow  themselves  to  be 
eternally  despised  when  they  made  their 
demands.  Did  they  want  him  to  go 
back  to  Ireland  and  say  that  the  Irish 
people  could  not  get  justice  in  this  House  ? 
He  could  freely  state,  after  an  experience 
of  many  years,  that  they  could  get 
nothing,  and  he  would  be  very  glad  to  go 
back  and  tell  his  people  that  for  any 
reforms  they  must  depend  upon  them- 
selves and  not  upon  that  House.  Al- 
though he  supported  the  motion,  he 
would  not  regret  its  being  defeated, 
because  he  could  go  to  his  own  country 
and  say  to  his  own  jieople,  *'  You  see  what 
this  English  Parliament  is  ;  you  see  what 
it  has  done,  and  you  see  that  even  in  a 
simple  measure  like  this  you  cannot  get 
your  demands  granted,  and  therefore  for 
any  reforms  you  require  you  must 
depend  upon  your  own  selves." 

*Mr.  SHARPE  (Kensington,  X.)  said 
he  thought  it  was  unfortunate  that 
i  because  one  of  the  members  of  a  Board 
j  of  high  and  eminent  gentlemen  in  Ireland 
had  thought  fit  to  retire  from  the  seat 
I  which  he  had  occupied  for  some  time  that 
the  question  of  his  retirement  should  be 
made  the  subject  of  a  first-class  debate 
in  this  House.  Archbishop  Walsh  was 
one  of  those  men  in  Ireland  for  whom  he 
had  an  extraordinary  admiration,  not 
only  as  a  great  ecclesiastic,  but  as  an 
Irishman  of  whom  all  Irishmen  ought  to 
be  proud.  He  agreed  entirely  with  the 
Nationalist  Members  in  their  desire  to 
have  Roman  Catholics  given  the  fullest, 
and  greatest,  and  largest  position  in  the 
administration  of  the  sums  granted  by 
the  House  for  the  purposes  of  Irish 
education,  and  it  was  an  extraordinary 
surprise  to  him  to  find  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Waterford  attacking 
him  personally  as  beigi^^.pj^yCyympathy 
M  2 
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with  his  own  country  because  he  had  J  had  faded  away,  all  Irishmen  would  be 
cheered  some  of  the  observations  of  an  |  as  proud  as  any  in  the  United  Kingdom^ 
Irish  Unionist.  He  was  sufficiently  Irish  1  and  which  would  eventually  bring  pros- 
to  admire  the  geniality  and  witty  spirit  j  perity  to  Ireland.  He  beUeved  there  was 
of  his  countrymen,  and  when  he  cheered  '  a  great  future  before  Ireland.  He  wa& 
a  witty  remark  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  he  entirely  with  hon.  Members  opposite 
was  far  from  adopting  the  political  views  j  with  regard  to  their  views  on  denomina- 
which  he  generally  advocated.  So  far  |  tional  education,  and  he  was  as  strongly 
as  Dr.  Walsh  was  concerned  he  considered  i  in  favour  as  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  of 
that  his  Grace  had  exhibited  a  singular  having  justice  done  to  Roman  Catholics 
want  of  judgment  in  this  matter,  and  |  in  Ireland,  as  it  had  been  to  the 
when  he  heard    hon.  Gentlemen  on  the    Church  and  the  great  body  of  Christians 


opposite   side,  including   the  right  hon, 
Member  who  sat  upon  the  Front  Bench, 


to  which  he  belonged  on  this  side  of  the 
Channel ;    but  he  would  not  be  a  party 


speaking  of  the  gentlemen  who  formed  *  to  the  hounding  down  of  Irishmen 
the  Board  of  Irish  Education,  men  who  |  simply  because  they  would  not  swallow 
were  among  the  most  eminent  of  those   the  shibboleth  of  Home  Rule.     It  was  to 


living  in  Ireland,  and  saying  that  they 
were  unknown  as  educationists,  he  could 
only    express    his  amazement ;   not    to  | 
speak  of    the  judges  on  the  Board,  Dr. 


be  regretted  that  his  right  hon.  friend 
the  Chief  Secretary  had  selected  the 
12th  of  July  for  the  discussion  of  these 
controversial       Estimates.      Deplorable 


Traill,  Dr.  Bernard,  and  Dr.  Starkie  had  as  he  considered  the  loss  of  Archbishop 
all  been  Fellows  of  Trinity  College,  pass- '  Walsh  from  a  position  in  which  he 
ing   the  hardest  and  the  greatest  of  all    ^as    most    useful,    he  thought   at   the 


competitive  examinations  known  in  this 
country.  Hon.  Members  opposite  might 
sneer  at  Trinity  College  and  the  Univer- 
sity of  Dublin,  but  to-tell  him  that  it  was 
not  the  greatest  institution  at  the  present 
moment  that  adorned  his  native  land 
was   to    him    a  monstrous    fabrication. 


same  time  he  had  made  a  great  mis- 
take in  resigning,  and  that  hon.  Members 
had  made  a  great  mistake  in  raising  this 
discussion  in  this  way.  Some  of  the 
letters  read  this  evening  struck  hnn 
with  astonishment  and  amazement,  but 
at  the  same  time  he  hoped  in  spite  of  this 


Hon.  Members  ought  to  be  very  careful  |  debate,  and  the  bitterness  which  was  at 
of  criticising  and  judging  those  who  had  I  times  evolved  in  debates  of  this  descrip- 
been  selected  by  successive  Governments  ;  tion,  that  the  always  genial  spirit  of  the 
to  be  members  of  the  National  Board  of  |  jrigh  Roman  Catholics  would  prevail,  that 
Education.  He  was  no  admirer  of  that !  Trinity  College,  of  which  all  Irishmen 
Board  ;  he  had  been  taught  to  regard  ^ere  so  proud,  would  be  able  to  hold 
with  disapproval  the  whole  system  of  |  ^ts  own  in  Ireland,  and  that  the  system 
national     ^ucation    in     Ireland,     and  '  ^f  national  education  would  be  moulded 


he  was  not  going  to  defend  it  now ; 
but  it  was  initiated  and  developed  by 
Archbishop  Murray  and  Archbishop 
Whately,  the  Roman  Catholic  and 
Protestant  Archbishops  of  DubHn  many 
years  ago,  upon  principles  which  com- 
mended themselves  to  the  most  en- 
lightened Roman  Catholics  of  the  highest 
class  in  Ireland.  Though  this  system 
might  now  be  regarded  as  obsolete,  it 
should  not  be  forgotten  that  those  men 
made  a  determined  effort  in  their  time 
to  promote  what  they  thought  was  best 
for  the  liberty  and  sentiment  of  Ireland. 
It  was  true  he  had  come  away  from 
Ireland  and  had  given  the  best  years  of 
his  life  to  building  up  that  great  colonial 
empire  of  which  he  wasasproudas  of  being 
an  Irishman,  and  which,  after  Home  Rule 

Mr,  Sharpe, 


in  such  a  way  as  to  meet  the  approval 
of  the  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  in  spite 
of  all  the  political  differences  which 
existed  between  them  and  him. 

Mr.  power  said  that  he  felt  that  ft 
was  his  duty  to  acknowledge  that  he 
had  done  the  hon.  Gentleman  wron^. 
He  was  quite  prepared  to  accept  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  explanation  that  he 
was  applauding  the  wit  and  not  the 
sentiment  of  the  speech  to  which  he 
referred. 

Mr.  O'MALLEY  (Galway,  Conne- 
mara)  said  he  waff  glad  to  see  that  thr 
hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  spoken 
had  not  a  word  to  say  in  favour  of  the 
national  educational  system  for  Ireland, 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


m 


Supply — Civil 


{12  July  1901} 


Service  Estimates, 


322 


and  he  was  also  pleased  to  hear  the 
eulogium  passed  on  Dr.  Walsh.  He 
hoped  after  the  observations  which  the 
hon.  Gentleman  had  made  with  regard 
to  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin  and  the 
remarks  he  had  made  in  condemnation 
of  the  educational  system  of  Ireland 
he  would  be  sufiiciently  logical  to  vote 
for  the  motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Waterford.  The  Irish  people  and  all 
those  who  were  in  favour  of  education  in 
Ireland  would  recognise  that  they  owed 
A  good  deal  to  Dr.  Walsh  for  the  position 
which  ke  had  taken  up.  He  had  been 
fighting  for  the  cause  of  education  and 
nationalism  in  Ireland,  surrounded  by 
men  not  educationists  in  the  true  sense 
of  the  word.  There  was  scarcely  a  man 
upon  the  Committee  who  could  be  said 
to  be  an  educationist.  The  National 
Board  of  Education  was  a  fossilised  body, 
which  was  anti-national  and  anti-Irish. 
The  whole  atmosphere  of  the  National 
Board  of  Education  and  of  the  educa- 
tion system  of  Ireland  generally  was 
an  atmosphere  hostile  to  the  Irish  nation- 
Ality  and  to  the  Catholic  religion.     Arch- 

j  bishop  Walsh  had  taken  a  strong  and 
Temarkable  course  owing  to  the  action 
taken  by  the  officials  of  the  Board. 
Those  who  read  through  the  correspon- 
dence could  see  that  the  Archbishop 
believed  the    whole    system  was  wrong 

I  and  rotten,  and  that  he  wished  to  have 
it  improved.  The  Committee,  in  his 
opinion,  did  not  realise  sufficiently  the 
importance  of  the  correspondence  in  this 
matter.  Dr,  Walsh  had  evidently  the 
sympathy  of  Dr.  Starkie  in  his  efforts 
to  reform  the  Board.  It  was  evident  that 
those  two  gentlemen  were  desirous  of 
bringing  ^]bout  some  reform  in  the 
Board,  and  Dr.  Starkie  had  admitted 
that  his  hands  had  been  tied  by  the 
•officials  ;  but  that  gentleman  had  not 
resigned.  Dr.  Walsh  had  resigned  be- 
cause of  his  desire  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  condition  of  educa- 
tion in  Ireland.  How  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary, in  the  face  of  the  correspondence, 
•could  refuse  the  inquiry  asked  for  was 
beyond  his  comprehension.  Education 
for  the  last  seventy  years  had  been  most 
defective,  and  he  appealed  to  hon.  Gentle- 
men on  both  sides  of  the  House  to  try 
and  force  the  hand  of  the  Chief  Secretary 
in  this  matter.  Dr.  Starkie  himself  had 
pointed  out  that  it  was  an  intolerable 


state  of  aflfairs  that  he  had  no  control 
over  the  staflf  in  his  office  for  which  he 
was  responsible.     The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man surely  would  not  decline  an  inquiry 
demanded  by  such  facts  as  those.     Dr. 
Walsh  in  the  correspondence  had  pointed 
out    that    he    had    found    it    absolutely 
hopeless   to   work   out   a    reforjn   from 
within  in  the  ordinary  course  by  appeal- 
ing to  the  resident  commissioner  to  do 
his  duty  and  deal  with  his  incompetent 
and  insubordinate  staflf  of  assistants.    Dr. 
Walsh,  having  failed  to  effect  the  reform, 
had     after    several   years    resigned    his 
position  and  asked  for  an  inquiry  into 
the  whole  matter.     This  was  an  opportu- 
nity which  the  right  hon.   Gentleman 
had  for  acceding  to  a  reasonable  Irish 
demand.     If  he  did  not  accede  to  it  he 
could    only    say    it    would    be    another 
instance   of  the  want  of  desire  of  the 
Front  Bench  to  grant  any  concessions 
for  Ireland.     The  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  said  he  wished  to  see  a  revolu- 
'  tion  in  the  education  system  of  Ireland, 
f  and  there  was  no  doubt  that  there  ought 
I  to  be  a  commission  of  inquiry  into  the 
whole  system.     A  Commission  had  been 
granted  to  inquire  into  the  university 
question,  but  it  was  necessary,  in  view 
of  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  edu- 
cation in  Ireland,  that  the  whole  system 
should    be    reorganised.     He    had    had 
some  experience  in  education,  and,  while 
he  had  seen   in  this  country  improve- 
ment  advancing    by  great    progress,  in 
Ireland  for  the  last  thirty  years  he  had 
seen  the  same  old  books  and  the  same 
!  antiquated  system  of  teaching.     Whilst 
i  both   England  and  Scotland   had   been 
'  advancing  rapidly  in  this  matter,  educa- 
tion in  Ireland  had  been  at  a  standstill. 
I  Such  a  state  of  things  was  quite  enough 
to    condemn    the    National    Education 
Board  ;  he  would,  therefore,  suggest  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that,  while  he 
granted  the  inquiry  demanded  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Waterford,  he  would 
:  take  the  greater  question  into  considera- 
i  tion,  and  inquire  into  the  whole  system 
of  education  in  Ireland,  with  the  object 
of  seeing  whether  he  could  not    carry 
out  the  views  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tyrone.     If  Mr.  Walsh  and  Dr. 
Starkie  and  a  few  other  gentlemen  like 
I  them  were  appointed  on  a  Commission 
i  of  that  kind,  they  would  very  soon  devise 
I  some  system  of  education  which  would 
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be  to  the  advantage  of  the  Irish  nation. 
He  had  great  pleasure  in  supporting  the 
motion  of  his  hon.  friend. 


The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRF^ 
LAND  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover):  We 
have  had  an  interesting  and  picturesque 
debate  upon  a  subject  of  great  import- 
ance. The  question  of  education  has 
always  been  of  the  greatest  importance 
to  every  country,  and  perhaps  especially 
to  Ireland,  a  country  which,  for  reasons 
into  which  I  need  not  now  enter,  has 
not  gained  as  much  as  England  and 
Scotland  have  from  the  moneys  devoted 
by  Parhament  to  education  from  year  to 
year.  But  the  debate  has  been  a  dis- 
cursive one,  and  must  have  left  a  some- 
what confused  impression  upon  the 
minds  of  English  Members  who  have 
dropped  in  and  heard  only  parts  here 
and  there.  We  have  had  attacks  on 
or  violent  criticisms  of  the  officials  of 
the  National  Board ;  we  have  had  sug- 
gestions for  abolishing  it ;  we  have  had 
three  or  four  alternatives  which  might 
be  substituted  for  it.  We  have  had 
references  to  the  date  on  which  we  are 
gathered  together,  to  the  history  of  Ire- 
land, and  to  much  else  that  has  been  very 
entertaining  and  instructive  to  those 
who  have  been  here,  as  I  have,  since 
about  three  o'clock  this  afternoon^ 
But  a  confused  impression  is  left  on  the 
mind.  Let  me  illustrate  that  by  one 
sentence  which  fell  from  the  hon. 
Member  for  Connemara.  Speaking  of 
the  action  of  Archbishop  Walsh,  he  | 
said — 

*' Ostensibly  he  has  been  attacking  the- 
officials  of  the  Board,  but  through  the  whole 
of  his  statements  there  runs  evidence  of  a 
desire  to  introduce  a  completely  new  form  of 
education  in  Ireland.^' 

Well,  Sir,  I  was  not  prepared  to  say  that 
to  this  Committee.  I  am  prepared  to 
accept  his  Grace's  account  of  his  own 
dissatisfaction  with  the  working  of  the 
office,  and  I  say  that  the  fact  that 
Archbishop  Walsh  has  resigned  because 
of  that  dissatisfaction  has  been  taken 
advantage  of  this  afternoon  by  hon. 
Members  in  order  to  introduce  a  far 
wider  topic,  viz.,  whether  or  not  the 
system  of  education  which  prevails  in 
Ireland  is  a  good  one,  and  what  substitute 
could  be  put  in  its  place, 

Mr,  (TMalley. 


Mr.    T.   W.    RUSSELL:   And  it  i» 
perfectly  legitimate  to  do  so. 

Mr.  wyndham  :  I  agree.  The  hoD. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone,  in  the  course 
of  an  interesting  speech,  said  that  the 
Education  Vote  was  the  opportunity 
for  hon.  Members  to  air  their  views  on 
education  in  Ireland.  So  it  is.  But  it  is 
not  the  opportunity  of  the  Minister  im 
charge  of  the  Estimates,  and  I  must 
therefore,  deny  myself  in  a  great  measure 
the  large  ambit  which  almost  every- 
body else  has  claimed — to  criticise  the 
principles  which  underUe  the  existing 
system,  or  to  outline  the  substitute* 
which  they  would  prefer.  The  resign 
nation  of  Archbishop  Walsh  has  been 
made  the  occasion  for  advocating  * 
revolution  in  the  system  which  prevail* 
in  Ireland.  The  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  said,  "  It  is  not  an  inquiry  that 
I  want ;  it  is  a  revolution."  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Waterford,. 
who  has  moved  a  reduction,,  and  accom- 
panied his  motion  with  a  request  for  aa 
inquiry,  did  not  attack  the  officials  of 
the  Board  very  vehemently.  The  shafts 
aimed  at  the  officials  were  intended  to 
ricochet  off  and  strike  the  Government 
because  it  allows  such  a  system  to  exist- 
That  is  the  whole  explanation  of  the 
debate,  and  it  indicates  the  somewhat 
confused  impression  left  on  the  minds  ef 
English  Members.  My  hon.  friend  asks 
for  a  revolution  in  the  system  of  educa- 
tion in  Ireland,  and  says  this  is  the  occa- 
sion for  it.  One  of  the  wisest  men, 
perhaps  the  wisest,  who  ever  lived,  said 
that  revolutions  proceed  from  small) 
occasions,  but  from  great  rf^auses.  My 
remarks  must  be  devoted  to  an  attempt 
to  show  that  the  oceasion  is  indeed 
small,  but,  as  I  have  hinted,  I  must  leave 
the  question  ©f  whether  or  not  the  great 
cause  exists  for  a  future  occasion.  When 
I. say  that  the  occasion  is  small  I  do  not* 
refer  to  the  resignation  of  Archbishop 
Walsh.  That  resignation  was  unexpected 
and  deplorable.  The  Archbishop  has 
rendered  the  greatest  services  to  the 
cause  of  primary  education  in  Ireland 
during  recent  years,  and  in  the  positiom 
which  I  occupy  I  had  confidently  counted 
on  his  advice  in  all  that  affects  primary 
education  in  Ireland.  I  understand 
that  he  has  retired  from  the  Board,,  and 
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does  not  intend  to  further  assist  the 
existing  system  in  its  present  shape. 
I  regret  that  most  deeply,  and  I  think 
the  cause  of  primary  education  in  Ireland 
has  suflfered  a  very  great  loss.  The 
retirement  of  Archbishop  Walsh  is  not 
a  small  matter,  but  I  must  be  permitted 
to  say,  with  all  deference  to  his  Grace, 
that  the  events  which  have  led  to  that 
retirement  bulk  in  his  vision  more 
largely  than  they  have  any  need  to  do. 
What  does  it  all  come  to  *?  We  have 
heard  many  speeches  made,  and  we 
have  had  long  extracts  read  from  these 
papers  which  contain  all  the  charges 
preferred  by  his  Grace,  and  the  reply  of 
a  very  respected  member  of  the  Board. 
Here  let  me  say  that  I  do  not  think 
this  can  be  called  Dr.  Starkie's  report. 
Dr.  Starkie  has  done  much  for  education, 
and  I  am  sorry  that  no  tribute  has  been 
paid  to  him  in  the  course  of  this  debate. 
Every  tribute  that  has  been  paid  to  the 
Archbishop  might  with  equal  force 
have  been  paid  to  the  Resident  Com- 
missioner. But  if  Dr.  Starkie  formu- 
lated this  reply,  it  was,  after  all,  adopted 
by  a  very  large  meeting  of  the  Board, 
at  which — I  do  not  like  going  into  these 
denominational  distinctions  —  but  at 
which  all  the  denominations  were  repre- 
sented. 

Parenthetically,  may  I  express  my 
great  regret  that  some  English  Members 
have  not  been  supplied  with  these  papers. 
The  fact  is  that  it  was  only  by  using  very 
great  exertions  that  it  was  possible  to 
obtain  any  advance  copies  at  all.  A  special 
meeting  of  the  Board  was  convened, 
at  which  these  minutes  were  drawn  up, 
and  it  was  only  bv  hastening  the  printers 
in  Ireland  and  taking  great  pains  I  was 
able  to  get  a  certain  number  of  advance 
copies,  and  by  obtaining  permission 
to  waive  the  rules  of  the  House,  which 
impose  certain  restrictions  upon  the 
circulation  of  papers.  That  is  a  digres- 
sion, but  I  wish  hon.  Members  to  under- 
stand that  no  discourtesy  was  intended, 
and  that  every  eflfort  was  made  in  order 
to  have  a  reasonable  debate  to-night. 

Hon.  Members  who  have  listened 
to  the  speeches  and  read  these  very 
comprehensive  papers  will,  I  think, 
agree  w  ith  me  that  the  whole  of  the 
conflict  about  the  work  and  the  efficiency 
of  the  staflf,  and  laches  on  the  part  of  the 
staff,  or  any  unauthorised  action  taken 


by  the  officials,  really  centres  around  two 
pivots.  The  first  is  the  claim  of  the 
teachers  in  Ireland  to  have  exceptional 
treatment  when  the  normal  treatment 
accorded  under  the  new  rules  fails  to  b© 
absolutely  equitable.  It  is  clear  how 
great  a  change  has  been  eflfected  in 
national  education  in  Ireland  during 
the  last  few  years,  and  through  the 
instrumentality  of  the  very  Board  and  the 
very  officials  who  have  been  arraigned 
to-night,  and  largely  thanks  to  the 
energy  of  the  Resident  Commissioner, 
Dr.  Starkie.  From  a  system  based  oa 
results  fees — a  pernicious  principle  which 
has  been  rejected  in  almost  every  country 
in  Europe — the  Board  and  its  officials 
and,  to  a  great  extent,  the  Resident 
Commissioner,  have  proceeded  to  a 
system  based  on  a  consolidated  salary 
given  to  the  teachers,  and  to  a  plan  by 
which  the  teachers,  instead  of  being  paid 
according  to  their  success  in  an  examina- 
tion, which  they  could  take  on  whenever 
they  pleased,  are  now  graded  in  accord- 
ance with  the  importance  and  the  size 
of  the  schools  in  which  they  teach. 
All  who  take  an  interest  in  education 
will  at  once  allow  that  these  are  great 
and  most  important  refor  b.  The  sys- 
tem of  basing  the  classification  of  the 
teacher  on  his  attainments  in  past  ex- 
aminations led  inevitably  to  this — that 
it  paid  him  much  better  to  attend  a  small 
school  than  a  large  one ;  he  could  rise 
in  the  hierarchy  by  his  individual  efforts 
as  a  scholar  instead  of  by  his  aptitude  as  & 
teacher.  The  system  of  results  fees 
is  known  to  be  a  very  bad  one  for  the 
pupils.  The  clever  ones  are  forced 
on  and  made  exhibitional  competitors  ; 
the  mind  of  a  child  in  a  delicate  state  is 
oppressed  and  wearied ;  and  some  of  the 
most  promising  children  are  ruined  for 
life,  while  the  stupid  ones  are  thrown 
into  a  state  of  hopeless  stagnation.  All 
that  has  been  swept  away  by  this  Board, 
these  officials,  and  this  Resident  Com- 
missioner ;  the  change  has  been  effected 
in  a  very  brief  period ;  and  I  claim  that 
the  change  has  been  a  beneficent  one. 
But  have  hon.  Members  really  con- 
sidered the  magnitude  of  the  labour 
involved  in  these  reforms  1  There  are 
in  Ireland  13,000  teachers,  over  8,000 
schools,  and  8,000  managers.  This 
necessarily  complicated  plan  had  to  be 
submitted  in  a  provisional  shape,  and  it 
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elicited  40,000  letters  on  one  point  alone  ; 
2,753  claims  for  special  consideration 
were  put  forward  by  teachers  based  on 
the  plea  that  the  consolidated  salary 
calculated  on  the  average  of  three  years 
or  the  normal  of  the  last  year,  if  that 
was  more  beneficial  to  the  teacher,  was 
not  absolutely  equitable.  The  officials 
of  the  Board  have  had  to  write  40,000 
letters  on  that  point  alone. 

Then  consider  not  only  the  volume  o^ 
work,  but  the  intricacy  of  the  question- 
Under  the  old  system  teachers  in  the 
national    schools    of    Ireland  were    paid 
on  eight  different  accounts,  some  fixed 
and  others  fluctuating,   namely,   a  full 
year's  class  salary,  or  a  full  year's  capita- 
tion payment ;    20  per  cent,  increase  on 
class  salary  ;  a  full  year's  bonus  in  the  case 
of  assistants  entitled  to  it ;    a  full  year's 
good    service   or   supplementary    salary 
in  the  case  of  teachers  entitled  to  same  ; 
a  full  year's  residual  grant ;   a  full  year's 
results  fees  ;     a  full  year's  customs  and 
excise  grant ;  and  a  full  year's  gratuities 
where  payable.  Under  these  eight  different 
Leads   were   the   teachers   paid   accord- 
ing to  the  eminence  they  had  reached 
by    passing    competitive    examinations. 
All  that  had  to  be  swept  away,  and  one 
consolidated   salary  given   in   its   place. 
At  the  outset  the  Board,  who  were  largely 
indebted  to  the  Resident  Commissioner, 
proposed  to  adopt  the  somewhat  simple 
plan  of  giving  a  consolidated  salary,  with 
increments  every  three  years — a  salary 
which  was  in  a  rough  and  ready  manner 
a   fair   equivalent   of  the   average   sum 
total  of   the   emoluments  derived  from 
these  eight  sources.     But  upon  one  point 
the  teachers  made  a  claim  which  upon 
consideration   was   found  to   be  a   just 
claim.  They  received  some  part  of  their 
emoluments  from    **  results  fees."     This 
is  very  hard  to  follow,   but  I  think  I 
must  make  it  clear,  because  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  charges  which  have  been 
made  arise  from  a  misconception  of  these 
very  intricate  points.     The  year  for  the 
results  fees  was  the  calendtr  year,  and 
the  year  for  the  other  fees  was  the  finan- 
cial year.     I  have  only  to  mention  that  in 
order  to  bring  home  to  the  minds  of  hon. 
Members     who    have    been    connected 
with  any  transaction   of  the  kind  the 
illimitable    opportunity    for    logic-chop- 
ping presented  by  such  an  arrangement. 
While  I  am  on  this  point,  let  me  refer 
Mr,  JVyndham. 


to  the  point  raised  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Kerrjs  and  about  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Finsbury  expressed  some 
concern — that  the  teachers  had  been,  I 
will  not*  say  cheated,  but  deprived  of  a 
quarter  of  their  balance  of  the  residual 
grant.  The  whole  thing  resolves  iteelf 
into  this.  For  Treasury  reasons,  and 
for  no  others,  the  sum  of  money  to  which 
the  teachers  were  entitled  was  paid 
in  the  first  week  of  April  instead  of  in  the 
last  week  of  March. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  R)  asked 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  stiU 
claimed  that  the  residual  grant  went  by 
the  financial  and  not  the  calendar  year. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  claim  that  most 
emphatically.  It  is  a  very  complicated 
subject.  Had  the  original  and  siiiple 
plan  of  the  Commissioners  been  followed, 
the  teachers  might  have  lost  something 
on  results  fees,  but  there  would  have  been 
no  difficulty  of  this  kind.  In  order,  how- 
ever, that  the  teachers  should  not  lose  on 
the  results  fees,  the  new  consolidated 
salaries  were  appUed  to  each  school,  not 
on  the  date  originally  contemplated,  the 
1st  April,  1900,  but  whenever  the  r^ults 
fees  year  finished  in  each  particular 
school.  It  is  a  complicated  arrangement 
for  hon.  Members  to  follow,  and  they 
must  take  it  from  me  that  it  was  a  fair 
arrangement.  Having  done  that,  you 
are  led  on  to  other  compUcated  actuarial 
adjustme  its.  It  is  a  fact  that  in  the  long 
run,  in  so  far  as  the  balance  of  the  re- 
sidual grant  and  the  results  fees  are  con- 
cerned, every  teacher  in  Ireland  has,  I 
beUeve,  already  received  all  that  he  can 
receive,  unless  it  is  disputed. 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  was 
understood  to  point  out  that  the  office 
had  stated  that  the  money  which  was 
afterwards  paid  as  results  fees  was  not 
due. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  ^  was  unable  to 
accept  several  of  the  arguments  used  by 
the  hon.  Member,  who  is  an  eloquent 
champion  of  the  teachers.  There  is  this 
fundamental  difficulty,  that  whereas  the 
teachers  thought  that  this  change  in  the 
system  of  education  in  Ireland  was  a 
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proper  occasion  for  asking  for  a  con- 
sideration of.  and  making  an  addition  to, 
all  the  demands  they  had  ever  put  for- 
ward, the  Treasury  have  officially  laid  it 
down  that,  whilst  assenting  to  this 
change,  it  was  not  to  be  considered  as  an 
occasion  for  a  subsequent  reconsideration 
of  those  demands.  The  Treasury  did 
not  say  that  they  were  never  to  be  recon- 
sidered, but  that  they  were  a  distinct 
matter — ^that  this  substitution  of  a  con- 
solidated salary  for  results  fees,  and  so 
on,  was  a  good  thing  to  which  they 
assented,  and  for  which  they  would  pay 
all  the  money  necessary  to  carry  it  into 
effect,  but  that  they  would  not  allow  it 
to  be  used  as  an  opening  for  the  revival 
at  that  moment  of  questions  which  had 
for  years  been  the  subjects  of  controversy 
between  the  teachers  and  the  Board. 

If  the  Committee  will  accept  that 
general  ttatement  from  me  they  will 
understand  why  there  has  been  so  much 
misconception  about  this  matter.  I  do 
not  blame  the  teachers  for  endeavouring 
to  better  their  position.  They  are  quite 
within  their  right  in  so  doing.  But  the 
Treasury  is  aUo  within  its  right  when  it 
claims  to  settle  one  matter  at  a  time,  and 
not  further  to  compUcate  an  affair  already 
suiciently  intricate  by  a  number  of  other 
very  debatable  demands  put  forward  by 
a  large  class  of  pubHc  servants.  I  claim 
that  th  *  plan,  whether  as  originally  con- 
ceived or  as  modified  in  the  interests  of 
the  teachers,  was  a  generous  plan.  A 
description  of  that  plan  will  be  found  at 
page  26  of  these  papers,  and  I  wculd 
venture  to  ask  those  who  desire  to 
understand  this  question  to  read  it.  I 
may  summarise  this  by  saying  that  the 
consoUdation  was  a  fair  one,  based,  in 
most  cases,  upon  the  average  of  the  last 
three  years  emoluments.  But  this  was 
not  always  so.  Where  the  sums  received 
for  the  last  year  were  very  much  better 
for  the  teacher  than  the  average  of  the 
three  years,  in  that  case  the  Board,  by  a 
general  direction,  said  the  teacher  should 
have  the  benefit  of  that  calculation.  But 
the  teachers  held  themselves  entitled  to 

laim  exceptional  treatment  whenever 
they  disapproved  of  the  result  arrived  at ; 
and  the  officials  of  the  Board  have  been 
blamed  for  dismissing  some  of  these 
appeals  without  bringing  them  before 
the  Commissioners  sitting  round  the 
^ble.    If  the  granting  of  the   normal 


salary  for  one  year  was  only  a  little  better 
than  the  average  for  the  three  years,  it 
was  laid  down  by  the  Treasury  rule  that 
no  exceptions  were  to  be  made.  Hon. 
Members  will  understand  that  a  teacher 
who  thought  there  was  an  absolute 
option,  and  found  that  if  he  adopted  the 
one-year  calculation  he  would  gain  £3, 
felt  that  his  was  an  exceptional  case. 
That  was  not  so.  According  to  the 
arrangement  entered  into  between  the 
Board  and  the  Treasury,  the  alternative 
method  was  only  to  be  adopted  when 
there  would  be  a  great  loss  to  the  teacher 
if  the  ordinary  method  of  calculation 
was  adopted.  It  is  clear  that  people  can 
argue  for  ever  about  a  matter  of  this 
kind,  but  we  have  to  deal  with  the  hard 
facts.  So  the  bargain  was  a  fair  one, 
and  the  general  rules  adopted  by  the 
Board  were  sufficiently  liberal  to 
embrace  the  great  bulk  of  the  cases. 
In  the  opinion  of  the  Board  this  was  a  fair 
bargain,  and  therefore,  the  Financial 
Secretary  did  not  exceed  the  Hmitsof  his 
discretion  in  writing  off  a  number  of 
appeals  which  would  never  have  been 
entertained  for  a  moment  if  they  had 
come  before  the  Board.  The  proof  of 
this  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact 
that  the  archbishop  has  himself  said 
that  he  had  examined  a  great  number 
of  these  appeals  and  did  not  find 
any  substance  in  them.  Were  the 
Board  to  sit  de  die  in  diem  in  order 
to  write  polite  letters  to  the  people  who 
made  such  claims  as  these  ?  The  plan 
acceded  to  by  the  Treasury  was  a  generous 
plan.  It  was  that  this  consolidated 
salary  should  be  paid  in  most  cases  upon 
the  average  earnings  of  the  teacher  over 
three  years.  The  memorandum  has 
been  impeached  by  the  hon.  Member 
opposite  because  it  was  claimed  that 
extra  subjects  were  taken  into  account 
in  the  consolidated  salary,  and  a  teacher 
had  written  to  say  this  had  not  been 
done.  I  do  not  say  that  this  teacher 
wilfully  misled  the  hon.  Member,  but 
the  explanation  of  it  is  that,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  for  several  months  such  was  the 
case,  but  then  the  Board  changed  the 
j  rule,  for  they  found  that  wnthin  the 
limits  allowed  by  the  Treasury  it  was 
I  possible  to  work  the  extra  subjects  into 
I  the  consolidated  grant  and  this  was  done. 
I  Therefore,  a  teacher  will  receive  under 
I  the    new    rule     a    consoUdated    salary, 
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which  embraces  the  extra  subject  money 
earned,  and  he  will  be  free  to  take  extra 
subjects.  Therefore,  in  the  future,  a 
teacher  can  earn  additional  sums  by 
teaching  extra  subjects,  so  that,  in  a 
sense,  he  profits  twice  over. 


Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL:  Does 
the  Chief  Secretary  really  make  the 
statement  to  this  House  that  the  teacher 
will  benefit  twice  over  by  the  same  sub- 
ject ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Account  has  been 
taken  of  the  sums  he  used  to  earn  by 
teaching  extra  subjects  in  the  calculation 
we  have  made,  and  after  doing  this  the 
teacher  is  still  free  to  teach  extra  subjects 
and  thus  make  additional  money.  It 
is  only  another  way  of  putting  it  to  say 
that  he  will  get  paid  twice  over  for  teach- 
ing the  same  subject.  I  think  that  is  a 
very  hberal  way  of  deaHng  with  this 
question.  It  really  does  not  matter 
whether  the  Board  found  they  could  do 
this  at  first  or  a  few  months  later.  In 
the  long  run  the  most  suspicious  teacher 
will  be  convinced  by  the  solid  evidence 
of  money  in  his  pocket  that  he  has  not 
suffered  but  gained  under  these  new 
rules.  These  consohdated  salaries  which, 
as  I  have  already  pointed  out,  include 
some  items  upon  which  extra  money  can 
still  be  earned,  are  also  the  first  stage 
towards  a  steady  advance  as  is  the  case 
in  the  Civil  Service.  There  is  to  be  a 
triennial  increment  of  a  certain  number 
of  pounds — in  some  cases  as  much  as  £7 
or  £12 — so  that  the  teacher  who  starts 
with  £60  will  gradually  go  up  the  ladder 
by  these  increments,  and  a  far  more 
liberal  career  will  be  opened  for  teachers 
in  Irish  schools  than  has  been  open  to 
them  before.  I  do  not  wish  to  labour 
the  point  but  some  hon.  Members  have 
evidently  got  the  idea  that  the  system 
is  a  narrow  and  parsimonious  one.  I  do 
not  pretend  that  the  system  is  one  which 
will  satisfy  all  the  teachers  in  Ireland, 
and  I  am  not  surprised  that  so  great  a 
change  in  the  conditions  of  service  of  a 
deserving  class  of  public  servants,  to 
whom  two  or  three  pounds  annually  is 
a  matter  of  importance,  should  have 
"brought  down  an  avalanche  of  letters  on 
the  Board,  and  I  am  not  surprised  that  a 
great  part  of  the  avalanche  has  fallen  on 

Mr,  Wyndham. 


the  devoted  head  of  Archbishop  Walsh» 
because  he  was  known  to  be  a  true  friend 
of  the  teachers.  Many  teachers  when 
they  cannot  make  head  or  tail  of  any- 
thing at  once  write  off  to  the  Archbishop 
because  they  beUeve  that  he  will  see  that 
right  is  done.  That  is  one  of  the  melan- 
choly effects  of  popularity,  and  I  am 
sorry  for  what  his  Grace  has  had  to 
endure  during  the  last  eighteen  months. 
The  second  pivot  around  which  this 
controversy  centres  is  the  circular  sent 
out  to  convent  schools.  A  great  deal 
has  been  made  of  this  during  the  debate ; 
the  defence  of  the  Board  has  been  im- 
pugned, and  an  endeavour  has  been 
made  to  show  that  the  memorandum 
was  a  disingenuous  document,  but  that 
is  not  so.  I  cannot  attach  to  it  the  in- 
terpretation the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Waterford  puts  upon  it. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOXD:  I  quoted 
the  exact  words. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  reaUy  do  not 
think  that  is  a  point  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance to  justify  me  taking  up  the  time 
of  the  Committee.  What  are  the  facts  V 
The  convent  schools  were  paid  a  capita- 
tion rate  for  children  educated  in  those 
schools  ;  but  owing  to  the  magnitude 
and  intricacy  of  the  labour  involved  a 
change  was  made  and  a  lump  sum  was 
substituted  for  the  capitation  rate  with 
an  undertaking  that  there  should  be  an 
adjustment  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The 
whole  head  and  front  of  this  offence  is 
that  in  the  circular  sent  out  a  clerk 
negligently,  or  stupidly,  or,  as  I  would 
say,  somnolently,  did  not  put  in  the 
words  '*  lump  sum,"  using  the  form  of 
words  used  by  previous  secretaries.  He 
told  these  convent  schools  that  they 
would  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  a  capitation 
grant  of  £800  which  was  nonsensa  This 
official  sent  out  the  usual  document 
stating  the  usual  tale,  but  it  did  not 
state  that  this  year  the  convent  schools 
were  going  to  get  a  lump  sum 
instead  of  the  capitation  grant. 
An  immediate  inquiry  is  demanded ; 
but,  really,  is  a  public  inquiry  required, 
into  what  has  been  described  as  the  chaos- 
and  confusion  of  a  public  office  because 
a  clerk,  suddenly  subjected  to  an  immense- 
strain  of  work,  made^  this  mistake  t    i 
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would  have  done  it  over  and  over  again 
it  I  had  been  as  hard  pressed  as  some  of 
.hose    gentlemen.     I    think    no    Chief 
Secretary  towards  the  end  of  the  session 
would  be  able  to  say  that  he  had  never 
made  a   lapsus   calami  as   grievous   as 
this  for  which  the  high  officials  of  the 
Board  are  to  be  arraigned.     The  whole 
of  this  contention  narrows  itself  down  to 
this  one  slip  in  the  circular,  and  this  is 
made  the  foundation  for  the  condemna- 
tion of  the  whole  office.     The  Commis- 
sioners themselves  in  this  memorandum 
plead  guilty  to  many  charges  which  have 
not    been    specifically    preferred.     They 
say  that  they  have   no  doubt  that  in 
many   letters   written    by    hard-worked 
clerks  there  are  similar  slips.     But  when 
Tou  come  to  the  production  of  proof,  it 
is  this  circujlar  and  the  question  of  the 
special  claims  of  teachers  for  the  con- 
aeration  of  their  incomes  which  only 
remain.      Now,     that     is      really     the 
question     which    is    before    the     Com- 
mittee,    and      this     is     the     question 
which   has  been  put  most  urgently  to 
mvself.     As  has  been  said  several  times, 
1  do  not  directly  represent  the  Board  in 
this  House  ;    but  what  I  am  asked  to  do 
is  to  say  that  a  public  inquiry  should  be 
granted.     Hon.  Members  say,  **  Look  at 
this ;   ah  uno  disce  omneSy''  and  so  on  ; 
and  in  the  month  of  July  an  immediate 
Parliamentary  inquiry  is  demanded  into 
the  workings  of  the  Board  because  of  the 
laches — if  they  are  laches — on  the  part  of 
the  overworked  staflf.     That  is  the  last 
word  I  have  to  say  on  that  part  of  the 
debate.     Towards  the  end  of  the  debate 
quotations   were  produced  from  certain 
letters   written    by   Dr.    Starkie   to   his 
<'race    the    Archbishop    of    Dublin.     I 
would  only  say  that  Archbishop  Walsh 
received  a  copy  of  these  papers  at  nine 
fi  clock  last  night.     I  made  great  efforts 
that  he  should  receive  them.     He  has 
made  a  communication  to  the  Freeman  s 
Journal,    in    which    he    quotes    certain 
letters  written  by  Dr.  Starkie  to  himself 
some  months  ago.    [An  Irish  Member  : 
Th    middle  of  May.]    I  am  quite  sure 
that  Archbishop  Walsh  will  feel  that  that 
^as  precipitate  action.     Now,  what  are 
the  letters  ?    It  is  declared  that  in  Dr. 
'Starkie 's  opinion  some  of  the  clerks 


Mk.    JOHN 

officials. 


REDMOND :     Higher 


Mr.  WYNDfiAM  :  There  is  not  om- 
clerk  of  the  first  division  in  that  office- 
That  may  be  a  mistake,  but  if  so,  attack 
the  Government  for  putting  so  great  an. 
addition  of  work  upon  this  office  which, 
does  not  contain  one  clerk  of  the  first 
division.  I  stick  to  the  word  clerk.  Of. 
the  gentlemen  in  that  office  who  aie^ 
officials  there  is  not  one  clerk  of  the  first 
division  according  to  Civil  Service  rating, 
and  some  of  them  have  been  working  for 
years.  It  may  be  that  the  burden  ot 
work  on  this  office  was  as  great  a  strain^ 
as  that  which  fell  upon  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  of  England  shortly  after  the 
passing  of  the  Local  Government  Act.- 
You  cannot  extend  the  office,  because- 
the  legislature  in  one  session  throws  an. 
additional  burden  on  it.  It  is  a  fact  that 
the  resident  Commissioner  who  has  been* 
criticised,  I  think,  mostly  unjustly  this 
evening,  did  suggest  to  his  colleagues^ 
that  it  would  be  well  to  apply  for  the 
retirement  of  some  of  the  officials  of  tha 
Board,  and  I  think  the  Treasury  wercj' 
quite  agreeable  that  they  should  be 
retired.  But  the  Board,  from  mistaken, 
good  nature,  did  not  take  that  view^ 
They  thought  they  could  get  through 
the  work  without  asking  public  servants 
to  retire  before  they  had  qualified  for 
full  pensions.  The  same  thing  is  done 
every  day.  It  is  a  charitable  and  a  good 
thing  to  do  as  regard  the  Members  of 
the  Civil  Service  of  the  country.  Although 
it  might  have  been  better  to  retire  some 
of  the  older  officials,  they  have  got 
through   the    business   with    these   twa 

failures,  if  they  were  failures. 

\ 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  I  am  sure 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  not  object 
to  me  interrupting  him  for  one  moment. 
He  has  made  allusion  to  Dr.  Starkie  s 
letters  published  to-day.  Does  he  not 
j  say— 

'*  It  is  very  difficult  for  a  man  in  my  position 
I  to  deal  with  the  class  of  men  we  have  herft 
among  the  higher  officials." 

j  Then  he  leaves  names  blank,  and  adds — • 

!  "  — are  perfectly  hopeless.     I  cannot  get 

I  to  read  the  rules  or  to  adhere  strictly  to  them,. 
I  ...     I  have  to  take  a  great  deal  on  trust, 
which  is  a  bad  security  in  this  office.** 

Does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  desire  ta 
convey  to  the  Committee  that  these  twiw 
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higher  officials  who  are  named  in  this 
Iletter  as  perfectly  hopeless  are  clerks  in 
the  office  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  have  stated  quite 
-distinctly  that  they  are  clerks  of  the 
second  division  and  not  of  the  first 
division. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  ?  I  do  not  go 
•into  the  Civil  Service  rating.  Do  they 
•occupy  the  position  of  clerks,  or  secre- 
taries, or  higher  officials  in  the  office  l 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  1  am  not  making 
:a  point  of  that.  I  was  endeavouring  to 
bring  out  the  fact,  and  1  think  I  have 
brought  it  out,  that  the  higher  officials 
in  this  office  rank  as  second-division 
clerks,  and  not  first-division  clerks.  1 
thought  I  was  taking  rather  a  generous 
view.  I  do  not  think  the  hon.  Member 
•is  entitled  to  convey  the  impression  to 
the  House  that  I  am  arguing  unfairly, 
and  that  I  am  going  rather  too  far.  We 
have  had  a  reference  to  Dr.  Starkie's 
letters  which  are  published  to-day. 
They  are  communications  between  two 
colleagues  engaged  upon  a  difficult  task 
and  they  are  letters  written  not  for 
publication,  but  under  a  feeling  which  I 
suppose  actuates  every  man  who  has 
been  placed  in  a  different  situation. 
Even  the  Leader  of  the  Irish  party,  I 
fancy,  would  be  a  little  taken  aback  if 
•criticisms  passed  by  him  on  those  with 
whom  h«  co-operates  were  published. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND:  Does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  mean  to  convey 
that  Archbishop  Walsh  has  in  a  dis- 
honourable way  published  private  corre- 
spondence 1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  mean  to  convey 
nothing  of  the  kind.  I  have  spoken  of 
Archbishop  Walsh  with  the  respect 
which  I  have  uniformly  entertained  for 
him ;  but  I  do  mean  to  defend  Dr. 
Starkie,  and  I  do  mean  to  say  that  a 
public  official  who  has  been  engaged  for 
two  years  in  an  arduous  task,  and  whose 
efforts  have  been  attended  with  a  large 
measure  of  success,  ought  not  to  be 
judged  by  a  criticism  passed  upon  any  of 

Mr.  John  Eedrnond, 


his  colleagues  or  subordinates  which 
was  not  meant  for  publication.  If  in  a 
moment  of  disappointment,  with  the 
heavy  duties  which  fall  upon  many  of 
us,  I  have  ever  written  a  hasty  letter 
passing  a  judgment  on  subordinates,  and 
the  man  who  received  the  letter  felt 
bound,  in  the  discharge  of  what  he  con- 
sidered a  public  duty,  to  publish  it,  1 
would  be  inclined  to  say,  **  Judge  me  not 
by  such  letters,  but  by  my  work  and  bj 
the  fact  that  I  have  gone  on  working 
with  these  men."  I  would  remind  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  that  Dr.  Walsh  ha 
himself  paid  a  high  tribute  to  the  resident 
Commissioner  which  was  published  in 
the  Freeman's  Journal,  in  which  he  said 
that,  thanks  to  the  energy  and  working 
power  of  the  newly-appointed  resident 
Commissioner,  everything  has  been  got 
into  working  order.  The  record  of  that 
office,  perhaps  not  adequately  manned, 
is  not  a  bad  record,  but  a  good  record. 
The  granting  of  such  an  inquiry  as  is 
asked  for  would  be  accepted  from  one  end 
of  the  land  to  the  other  as  a  condemna- 
tion passed  upon  the  loyalty  and  business 
energy  of  every  man  in  the  subordinate 
ranks  of  that  office.  After  anxiously 
looking  into  the  whole  of  these  fact^,  I 
am  clear  that,  if  I  were  to  say  that  such 
an  inquiry  should  be  granted  now  at  the 
end  of  the  session,  I  should  be  committing 
an  act  of  great  injustice  to  the  resident 
Commissioner  and  those  who  work  with 
and  under  him.  That  does  not  mean 
that  I  consider  we  have  reached  the  acme 
of  perfection  in  education  in  Ireland. 
On  that  I  offer  no  opinion  whatever.  I 
know  that  it  would  be  absurd  to  institute 
an  inquiry  at  this  moment  towards  the 
end  of  the  session.  I  know  that  it  would 
be  unjust  to  do  so.  I  know  that  it  would 
be  impolitic  to  do  so  until  the  staff  have 
completed  the  work  they  have  carried 
so  far.  If  after  that  we  need  more 
enlightenment,  I  should  be  the  last  man 
to  throw  obstacles  in  the  way. 

I  turn  from  that  section  of  the 
remarks  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Waterford  to  the  main  drift  and 
purpose  of  this  debate.  namely, 
that  this  is  but  another  illustration  of 
our  incapacity  to  govern  in  Ireland. 
[Hon.  Members  on  the  Irish  Benches : 
Hear,  hear.]  When  I  say  **  our,"  I  mean 
the  united  Parliament,  in  which  both 
British  and  Irish  Members  have  seat-s. 
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If  this  is  but  another  elusive  turning 
movement  in  order  to  harrass  us,  1  can 
assure  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  that  the 
deliberate  conviction  is  that  a  united 
Parliament  and  a  united  Exchequer  is, 
upon  the  whole,  things  being  as  they  are, 
best  for  the  welfare  of  both  countries. 
At  any  rate,  the  system  of  education  we 
are  giving  in  Ireland  is  not  from  party 
motives.  The  hon.  Member  for  North 
Louth  quoted  some  figures  which  were 
calculated  to  lead  to  the  belief  that  Scot- 
land was  treated  more  generously  than 
Ireland  in  the  matter  of  State-aided 
education,  but  the  fact  is  that,  whereas 
in  Ireland  only  500,000  go  to  school,  in 
Scotland  630,000  children  go  to  school, 
and  therefore  while  it  is  quite  true  that 
the  Estimates  showed  that  a  larger  grant 
of  public  money  goes  to  Scotland  than  to 
Ireland,  it  is  also  true  that  the  capitation 
rate  of  State  money  received  by  Ireland 
is  far  higher  than  in  the  case  of  Scotland 
or  of  England.  The  cost  per  child  in 
England  of  State  money  from  the  united 
Exchequer  of  the  two  countries  is 
£1  15s.  6d.,  in  Scotland  £1  IGs.  Gd.,  and 
in  Ireland  £2  8s.  Id.  Hon.  Members 
who  have  studied  this  question  must  be 
aware  that  the  Treasury  is  usually 
guided  by  the  consideration  that  they 
will  give  to  those  who  make  an  effort  on 
their  own  behalf  and  where  local  contri- 
butions are  high,  the  higher  Treasury 
grant  is  usually  conceded.  Comparing 
the  countries  apart  upon  that  basis,  and 
leaving  out  the  training  colleges  and 
building  grants,  the  figures  are— in 
Ireland,  £2  5s.  3fd.  ;  in  England, 
£1  Us.  5d.  ;  and  in  Scotland  £1  14s.  8d. 
But  in  England,  in  the  case  of  board 
schools,  there  is  a  local  contribution  of 
£1  48.  7^.  for  board  schools,  and  for 
voluntary  schools  9s.  i^d.  In  Scotland 
the  local  contribution  for  board  schools 
of  £1  128.  2d.,  and  for  voluntary  schools 
of  £1  4s.  9d.  ;  whereas  in  the  case 
of  Ireland  the  local  contribution  only 
amounts  to  28.  7Jd. 

Mr.   JOHN   REDMOND:  Think   of 
the  poverty  of  Ireland. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  do  not  laugh  at 
the  result,  for  I  think  it  is  a  very  sad 
result.    I  do  not  put  it  down  to  the 


blame  of  Ireland ;  I  put  it  down  to  the 
complexity  of  the  problem  with  which 
they  are  confronted,  and  when  I  hear 
how  members  Ughtly  suggest  that  wo 
should  sweep  away  that  system  with- 
out having  found  another  to  put  in 
its  place,  then  I  know  they  are  in. 
the  Opposition  and  not  in  the  Govern- 
ment. What  is  the  nature  of  this  prob- 
lem in  Ireland  ]  In  Ireland  a  denomina- 
tional system  does  in  the  main  prevail. 
It  is  the  system  which  they  desired.  It 
is  true  that  the  first  idea  oi  the  National 
Board,  when  constituted  in  1831,  con- 
sisted in  its  entirety  in  the  model  schools, . 
and  the  provision  that  there  should  be 
!  no  religious  teaching  during  class  houis 
\  was  embodied  to  a  great  extent ;  but  if 
we  leave  ideas  and  come  to  facts  it  is  a 
fact  that,  taking  the  schools  under 
Roman  Catholic  management  entirely, 
we  find  in  them  94*7  per  cent,  of  Catho- 
lics and  only  5 "3  per  cent,  of  Protestants. 
In  the  schools  under  Protestant  manage- 
ment, there  are  98  Catholics  and  90*2 
Protestants,  and,  therefore,  it  is  fair  to 
say,  broadly  speaking,  that  Irish  educa- 
tion is  denominational.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  the  Government,  because 
they  are  anti-Nationalist  and  unsym- 
'  pathetic,  are  wilfully  withholding  from 
the  Irish  people  the  system  they  desire, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  the  denomina- 
tional system  is  recognised  far  more  in 
Ireland  than  in  England  or  Scotland. 
What  makes  the  Irish  system  of  educa- 
tion so  expensive  is  the  multiplication  of 
schools  and  teachers,  which  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  we  in  so  large  a  measure  re- 
cognise the  desire  for  denominational 
education.  There  is  another  thing 
which  is  desired  all  over  Ireland — that 
is  the  complete  independence  of  the 
managers  of  those  schools.  The  pro- 
posal to  drop  the  Board  and  to  provide 
a  new  sj'Stem  of  education  is  not  a  prac- 
tical one  at  the  present  moment.  There 
is  another  difficulty  which  we  have  to 
face.  At  each  end  of  the  spectrum  there 
is  an  extreme  demand,  which  is  held  in 
the  north  with  as  great  a  tenacity  of 
religious  conviction  as  any  conviction 
held  by  the  Roman  Catholics  in  the 
south,  that  there  ought  to  be  in  Ireland 
some  symbol  of  purely  secular  education. 
There  are  model  schools,  and  the  children 
there  cost  £4  10s.  a  head,  but  if  we 
withdraw  that    we  would  inflict  upon 
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400,000  Irishmen  precisely  what  they 
allege  is  sometimes  inflicted  on  the 
Roman  Catholics  in  the  south.  If  it  is 
right  to  keep  up  the  model  schools  it  is 
right  to  keep  up  the  convent  and  mon- 
astic schools  at  the  other  end,  and  be- 
tween them  we  have  this  complicated 
system  of  denominational  education. 
That  is  why  Irish  education  is  so  dear, 
and  I  hesitate  to  say  that  the  moment 
has  come  in  which  any  man,  however 
--sanguine,  can  say,  **  I  will  sweep  away  this 
system."  It  is  a  system  which  does 
give  effective  representation  to  all  these 
-dsnominational  desires,  and  I  doubt 
whether  the  county  council,  or  any 
other  elected  bodies,  would  be  able 
to  solve  the  problem  without  giving 
umbrage  to  either  the  Presbyterians  in 
the  north  or  the  Roman  Catholics  in  the 
south.  Therefore,  while  I  feel  that  there 
as  no  ground  for  inquiry  into  the  work 
of  the  officials  of  the  office,  I  recognise 
that  there  is  a  wider,  a  broader,  question 
for  discussing  which  this  Vote  presents 
the  only  opportunity.  I  accordingly 
make  no  complaint  that  it  has  been 
Taised,  but  while  making  no  complaint  I 
do  say  that  the  Amendment  is  not  oppor- 
tune, and  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to 
-set  a  time  when  a  statesman  would  be  in 
u  position  to  declare  that  he  has  a  con- 
fident solution  for  a  problem  which 
•embraces  so]many]complexities. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  that  after  this 
long  interesting  debate  on  one  of  the 
most  important  subjects  which  could 
♦concern  the  life  of  the  Irish  people,  he 
dc^sired  to  take  note  at  the  very  outstart 
of  one  remarkable  fact  that  must  have 
impressed  the  Chief  Secretary,  namely, 
that,  although  the  debate  had  gone  on 
for  eight  hours,  no  Irish  Member  had 
risen  to  defend  the  Board,  except  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Derry,  who 
«xp3cted  to  get  a  seat  on  the  Treasury 
Bench  soon.  He  had  noticed  with 
interest  that  at  the  early  stages  of  the 
debate  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
-distinguished  Member  for  Trinity  College 
was  in  his  place,  and  on  any  education 
debate  one  would  have  expected  to  hear 
some  contribution  to  it  from  that  right 
hon.  Gentleman  ;  but  after  sitting  for 
two  hours  in  the  House  he  had  retired 
tfrom   the    scene.     In  the    opening  sen- 

Mr.  fFyndham, 


tences  of  the  speech  of  the  Chief  Secretary 
in  reply   to   the  hon.  Member  for  Con- 
nemara,  he  stated  correctly  that,  what- 
ever might  be  in  the  mind  of  the  Arch- 
bishop of  DubUn  as  to  the  capacity  of  the 
Board  for  carrying  on  the  educational 
work  in  Ireland,  his  public  statements 
and  his  demands  were  confined  practi- 
cally to  the  working  of  the  office.    The 
Chief  Secretary  complained  that,  whereas 
the  public  statements  of  the  archbishop 
were  directed  towards  calling  attention 
to  the  chaos  and  confusion  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  office,  his  resignation  was 
made  the  occasion  by  the  Irish  Members 
for  a  general  assault  on  the  whole  system 
of  education  in  Ireland.     That  was  per- 
fectly true,  but   why  was  that  ?     It  had 
been   admirably    stated    by    the    hon. 
Member   for    Waterford   that    for   fifty 
years,  until  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin  had 
been  persuaded  to  join  the  Board,  this 
Board  had  been  the  constant  object  of 
attack  by  all  the  CathoUc  party  in  Ire- 
land,  and  did  not  enjoy   the   slightest 
atom  of  the  confidence  of  the  Irish  people. 
When  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  who 
was  recognised  on  all  hands  as  a  great 
educational  expert,  and  who  had  been 
recognised  as  such  by  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary, saw  his  way  to  join  the  Board,  all 
the  Irish  Members  felt  it    to  be    their 
duty  to  Hve  in  hope  that  the  archbishop 
would    produce    great    results    in    the 
improvement  of  primary  education  in 
Ireland,  and  from  that  day  for  several 
years,    except     directing     attention    to 
small  grievances,  the  Irish  party  did  not 
criticise  the  action  of  the  National  Board : 
it  was  left  to  do  its  work  in  peace.    The 
archbishop     did     succeed    in     carrying 
out,    under  great   difficulties,    with  the 
aid   of   some   of   its   members,    a  great 
work      of     educational     reform.      He 
frankly  said  so   much,  and  however  he 
distrusted    the    Board    and    its    whole 
system  he  would  have  regretted  if  there 
had  been  denied  to  the  new  system  a  fair 
chance  of  being  tried  in  Ireland.    That 
explained  why  it  was  that  the  pent-up 
waters  of  indignation  and  distrust  of  the 
Board  had  broken  loose,   because  they 
saw  in  the  resignation  of  the  archbishop 
not  only  the  cause  stated  by  him  in  the 
public  communication  addressed  to  the 
press,  but  the  disappearance  of  the  last 
shred  of  hope  they  had  of  any  satisfactory 
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administration  of  primary  education  in 
Ireland  by  this  hybrid  and  extraordinary 
Board.  That  was  why  they  had  raised 
this  question,  and  he  gave  the  Chief 
Secretary  notice  that  this  debate  was  only 
j  A  sample  of  what  was  to  come.  He  ac- 
!  quitted  the  Chief  Secretary  of  any  inten- 
tional unfairness  in  the  matter,  but  he 
xhought  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
been  exceedingly  unfair  to  the  arch- 
bishop when  he  said  that  while  the 
resignation  of  the  archbishop  was  not  a 
small  affair,  in  his  opinion,  the  events 
which  led  up  to  the  resignation  of  the 
-archbishop  were  exceedingly  trivial  and 
utterly  too  small  to  be  the  cause  of  so 
important  an  event.  He  took  a  totally 
different  view. 

He  noticed  that  towards  the  close 
of  his  speech  the  Chief  Secretary  had 
dwelt  chiefly  on  the  circular  issued  to 
convents  in  relation  to  the  capitation 
grant.  That  circular  was  a  gross  blunder, 
but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  quite 
mistaken  in  saying  that  the  archbishop 
had  placed  that  in  the  forefront  of  his 
<^omplaint.  The  archbishop  only  gave 
that  as  a  sample,  and  could  any  man  who 
read  the  papers  doubt  that  that  circular 
was  a  very  striking  instance  of  the  chaos 
that  reigned  in  the  office  ?  It  was  on  a 
most  important  matter.  The  circular 
was  addressed  to  the  managers  of  the 
convent  schools,  who  were  exceedingly 
anxious  to  know  what  they  were  going 
to  get  from  the  capitation  grant.  This 
circular  was  sent  broadcast  over  the 
country.  The  circular  did  not  mean 
anything,  for  it  was  rubbish.  It  did  not 
convey  to  the  teachers  what  they  were 
^oing  to  get.  He  thought  the  clerk  who 
sent  out  those  circulars  ought  to  be  very 
severely  censured.  What  he  wished  to 
put  forward  was  that  this  was  not  the 
ground  put  forward  by  the  archbishop 
for  his  resignation.  He  did  not  particu- 
larly wish  to  mention  any  permanent 
officials.  The  Financial  Assistant-Secre- 
tary was  in  the  enjoyment  of  £800  per 
year,  and  he  was  a  very  important  official. 
>Supposing  they  accepted  the  argument 
of  the  Chief  Secretary,  that  made  the 
action  of  this  official  all  the  more  repre- 
hensible, and  it  was  astonishing  that  this 
official  should  have  taken  upon  his  own 
shoulders  the  authority  of  the  Board, 
for  he  had  practically  set  the  Board  at 


defiance.     The  Chief  Secretary  had  stated 
in  a  kind  of  light  and  airy  way  that  the 
schoolmistresses  of  Ireland  had  claimed 
exceptional  treatment.     Certain    school- 
mistresses   complained    when    the    new 
rule  fixing  their  salaries  was  announced, 
and  their  complaints  were  abundantly 
justified.     The    Board    itself    issued    a 
public  statement  saying  that  in  every 
instance  in  which  it  could  be  shown  by  a 
'  schoolmaster  or  manager  that  the  three 
I  years   average  worked  inequitably  they 
I  would  reconsider  such  cases.     The  Arch- 
bishop of  Dublin  was  appealed  to  by  a 
I  number  of  teachers  who  thought  their 
j  cases  had  been  inequitably  dealt  with  by 
the  new  rules,  and  he  wrote  several  public 
t  letters    and    made    speeches    attracting 
attention  to  this  pledge  of  the  Board,  and 
he  made  several  angry  speeches  about  it. 
I  The  archbishop  asked  if  the  teachers  of 
Ireland  had  so  little  confidence  in  his 
honour   as    to    doubt    that    the    pledge 
given  by  the  Board  would  be  carried  out 
to    the    very   letter.     What    happened  ] 
He  said — 

"  The  average  income  of  those  teachers  for 

I  the  last  three  years  of  the  old  system  was 

taken    as    a   starting    point.     That    average 

I  income  would,  no  doubt,  in  some  cases,  and 

indeed   in  many  cases,   be  inequitable  as  a 

basis  for  definitely  fixing  a  teacher's  salarv. 

But  as  a  starting  point,  nothing  better  could 

be   taken ;  and  so  it  was  agre^  to.  with  the 

important  proviso,  however,  which  was  fully 

sanctioned  by  the  Treasury,  that  in  any  cases 

in   which   the  principle  of    the    three*  years 

average  would  be  found  to  work  out  inequit- 

'  ably,  would  be  specially  considered. 

"  Very  soon  there  came  pouring  in  upon  me 

letters  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  from 

teachers,  from  managers,  from  others,  bitterly 

complaining     that     in    reply     to   respectful 

renuests  for  equitable  consideration  of^parti- 

.  cular  cases,  they   liad  received  official  letters 

!  telling  them  that  the  rule  of  the  three  years 

j  average  was   *  universal ' ;    that    the    matter 

j  was  arranged    by  Treasury  rules,   that    the 

Commissioners  were  bound  by  those  Treasury 

rules  ;    that  the  matter  was  now  definitely 

gettlrd ;  and   that  if  the  teacher  of  a  parti- 

I  cular  school  looked  for  an  increase  in  income, 

I  he  should  look  for  it  through  an  improvement 

I  in  his  school  in  future." 

Those  official  letters  practically  made  the 
archbishop  a  liar,  a  public  liar,  by 
breaking  the  pledge  given  to  the  country 
by  himself  and  his  colleagues.  The 
archbishop  further  said — 

"  Confronted  with  a  state  of  facts  such  as 
this,  I  could  not  but  feel  that  my  personal 
honour,  the  personal  honour  of  every  Com  mis- 
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Mr.  DILLON  said  they  were  left  in 
ignorance  as  to  what  part  of  that  memo- 
randum was  the  work  of  the  Resident 
Commissioner,  and  what  part  was  due 
to  the  decision  of  the  Board.  One  of  the 
commissioners  left   the   Tralee  Quarter 


sioner  of  National  Education,  was  at  stake. 
We  had  publicly  pledged  ourselves  to  give 
equitable  consideration  to  cases  in  which  our 
new  rules  might  work  inequitably.  A  paid 
oiiicial  of  ours  had  taken  it  upon  himself  to 
state,  in  I  do  not  know  how  many  official  letters, 
that  we  had  no  power  to  do  anything  of  the 
kind.  Without  communication  of  any  kind 
with  the    commissioners,  he  dealt  with   the 


himself.    He  ruled  them  out.    So  far  as  ;  Sessions  m  order  to  attend  the  meeting 

of  the  commissioners.  This  was  an 
imperfect  copy  of  the  minutes,  and  it 
left  them  in  darkness  as  to  what  para- 
graph of  this  memorandum  was  the 
work  of  Dr.  Starkie.  The  document  con- 
cluded with  the  following  passage — 


it  lay  with  him,  the  commissioners  should  not 
even  know  that  a  request  for  the  equUable 
consideration  of  those  cases  had  ever  reached 
the  office." 

Now  they  were  told  that  the  events  com- 
plained of  were  trivial  in  the  extreme, 
and  utterly  too  insignificant  to  justify 
the  archbishop  taking  so  serious  a  step. 
Did  the  Chief  Secretary  consider  that 
the  personal  honour  of  the  archbishop  and 
the  carrying  out  of  his  pledge  to  the 
teachers  of  Ireland  was  a  trivial  matter? 
He  considered  that  upon  that  ground 
alone  the  archbishop's  action  was  abun- 
dantly justified,  and  he  was  driven  to 
take  the  only  course  open  to  him  in  order 
to  keep  faith  with  the  public,  and  draw 
attention  to  the  scandalous  condition  of 
things  existing  on  the  Board  itself. 

He  wished  to  say  a  word  or  two  in 
reference  to  what  the  Chief  Secretary 
had  said  in  regard  to  the  officials  of  the 
staflf.  Clearly  it  was  incumbent  upon 
the  archbishop  to  publish  those  letters. 
The  Chief  Secretary  had  alluded,  in  the 
course  of  his  speech,  to  a  most  important 
document,  and  that  was  the  memoran- 
dum adopted  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Board  in  reply  to  the  archbishop's 
statement.  They  were  supposed  to  have 
for  their  information  in  this  debate  a  full 
report  of  the  minutes  of  the  Board,  but 
they  had  got  nothing  of  the  kind.     He 


**In  his  letter  of  the  2nd  of  July  the  arch- 
bishop practically  narrows  his  charges  against 
the  office  down  to  the  issue  of  the  *  dreular ' 
already  referred  to,  but  he  makes  the  statement 
that  during  the  six  years  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Board  he  never  saw  the  slightest  approach 
to  chaos  or  *  confusion  '  at  the  Board.  Yet  it 
is  suggested  tlmt  the  office,  which  supplied  the 
Board  for  six  years,  regularly  and  in  proper 
form,  with  material  for  consideration,  is  in  a. 
state  of  *  chaos'  and  *  confusion.* 

'*0n  the  contrary,  the  office  haa  passed 
successfully  through  an  extremely  trying  anf^ 
critical  time,  and  the  officers  deserve  as  a  body 
to  be  congratulated  on  their  loyal  endeavours 
to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  Board," 

Under  those  circumstances  he  thought 
the  archbishop  was  more  than  justified 
in  publishing  those  letters.  It  w^^^ 
utterly  absurd  for  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  state  that  the  events  which  led  up  to 
the  archbishop's  resignation  were  slight 
or  irsignificant  events,  which  did  not 
justify  the  action  he  took.  There  were 
no  less  than  2,700  applications  for  special 
consideration  sent  in  by  the  teachers, 
at  the  invitation  of  the  Board,  after  tlio 
pledge  had  been  given  that  they  would 
be  considered.  What  did  the  Financial 
Assistant  Secretary  do  with  them  ? 
Without  consulting  the  Board,  and 
evidently  without  getting  the  authority 
of  the    resident    commissioner  himsdf. 


would  read  the  minute  of  that  important  |  he  undertook,  on  his  own  sole  authority. 


meeting  at  which  the  Board  adopted 
their  memorandum  of  defence.  The 
Resident  Commissioner  submitted  an 
official  memorandum  dealing  with  various 
matters,  which  were  considered  in  detail. 
The  Chief  Secretary  had  alluded  to  this 
as  Mr.  Starkie's  memorandum. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  referred  to  it  as  a 
memorandum  which  was  unanimously 
adopted. 

Mr.  Dillon. 


to  deal  absolutely  and  finally  with 
about  2,400  out  of  2,700  applicatioi  s,. 
and  he  wrote  in  many  instances  very 
curt  and  exasperating  letters  to  the 
teachers.  He  replied  saying  that  their 
claims  would  not  be  considered,  and  thft 
the  hands  of  the  Board  were  tied  by  Trea- 
sury rules.  Was  it  to  be  wondered  at 
that  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin  should  I  e 
indignant  when  letters  complaining  that 
his  pledge  had  been  set  at  naught  should 
be    treated    in   this    way?    The  Chict 
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Secretary  had  stated  that  the  Board 
could  not  possibly  have  considered  those 
letters.  He  contended  that  this  official 
ought  to  have  brought  the  position  of 
affairs  before  the  Board.  What  right  had 
he  to  sit  in  judgment  and  constitute 
himself  into  a  kind  of  Sultan  or  Khedive 
in  regard  to  those  letters,  and  decide 
upon  them  without  consulting  his 
superiors  1  The  Chief  Secretary  had 
drawn  a  picture  of  the  Board  sitting 
week  after  week  considering  those 
2,700  letters.  A  more  grotesque  mis- 
representation of  the  case  could  not  be 
imagined.  Those  letters  dealt  with  a 
(*ertain  class  of  case,  and  any  intelligent 
clerk  could  have  classified  them  under 
fifteen  or  ten  headings.  At  all  events, 
there  was  not  a  shr^  or  a  shadow  of 
excuse  for  the  position  taken  up  by  the 
Chief  Secretary,  who  had  contended 
that  it  was  a  very  slight  and  trivial 
mistake  for  a  clerk  to  sweep  away  the 
entire  authority  of  the  Board  and  ignore 
the  pledged  word  of  the  Board.  A  more 
grotesque  act  of  insubordination  and  a 
more  striking  instance  of  the  hopeless 
condition  of  the  organisation  of  the 
Education  Office  he  had  never  heard  of. 
What  did  the  archbishop  do  ?  Did  he 
immediately  resign  his  position  ?  He 
did  nothing  of  the  kind.  The  arch- 
bishop came  down  to  a  meeting  of  the 
commissioners  on  the  18th  of  June, 
and  he  moved  a  resolution  drawing 
attention  to  this  matter.     He  said — 

"I  will  moye  that  the  Resident  CommiBsioner 
be  requested  in  any  oases  that  may  have  come 
—or  may  come — ^under  his  notice  of  letters 
■ent  out  from  the  office  by  any  of  our  officials, 
incorrectly  stating  any  rule  of  the  Board,  to 
direct  the  official  who  has  signed  any  such 
letter  to  write  to  the  person  to  whom  it  has 
been  addressed  —as  was  directed  to  be  done  in 
the  case  of  the  letter  of  25/4/01  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Oaelio  League — informing  him  that 
the  letter  is  to  be  regarded  as  withdrawn  on 
the  score  of  inaccuracy,  and  substituting  for  it 
a  letter  written  strictly  in  accordance  with  the 
rules  of  the  Board." 

That  was  the  archbishop's  motion,  of 
which  he  gave  notice.  But  the  arch- 
bishop did  not  stop  there.  He  withdrew 
this  motion  after  making  a  statement, 
and  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board, 
on  the  25th  of  Jime,  the  Lord  Chief 
Baron  moved  the  following  Amendment — 

"  *  I  move  as  an  Amendment  that  the  yiews 
referred  to  in  the  minute  be  stated  explicitly, 
and  farther,  that  Mr.  Young  be  directed  for 
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the  future  to  send  out  the  circular  settled  by 
the  Resident  Ck>mmi88ioner.' 

"  On  a  division  being  taken  on  the  Lord 
Chief  Baron's  Amendment,  the  following  is  the 
result  :— 

'*  For :— -Sir  Percy  Grace,  Mr.  Morell,  the  Lord 
Chief  Baron,  the  Rev.  Dr.  WUson,  and  Mr. 
MoUoy. 

"  Against : — Mr.  Dease,  Sir  Malcolm  J.  Inglis, 
Sir  R.  Blennerhassett,  Judge  Shaw,  Professor 
Dowden,  Rev.  Dr.  Bernard,  Dr.  Starkie,  and 
Dr.  Traill" 

In  other  words,  the  minutes  of  the 
proceedings  having  been  falsely  entered 
on  the  books,  an  attempt  to  get  them 
altered  was  defeated.  Accordingly  on 
the  1st  of  July,  as  soon  as  the  minutes  of 
the  meeting  on  the  25th  of  June  were 
communicated  to  the  archbishop,  he 
wrote  a  letter  explaining  why  he  attached 
very  great  importance  to  the  appearance 
on  the  minutes  of  a  complete  statement 
of  the  points  of  the  agreement  that  was 
arrived  at,  in  view  of  which  his  motion 
was  withdrawn.  He  gave  three  reasons, 
as  follows — 

*'  L— That  the  Financial  Assistant  Secretary 
should  be  informed  that  the  view  taken  by 
him  of  his  official  duties,  as  stated  in  his 
printed  memorandum  to  the  Resident  Com- 
missioner, was  incorrect,  and  that  he  was 
not  justified  in  taking  the  course  which,  in 
that  memorandum,  he  *  maintained '  that  he 
was  justified  in  taking,  namely,  keeping  back 
from  the  consideration  of  the  commissioners, 
and  deciding,  on  his  own  authority,  cases  in 
which  special  consideration  by  the  commis- 
sioners was  claimed  under  nile  43. 

'*  IL — That  the  Financial  Assistant  Secretary 
should  be  directed,  in  replying  to  any  such 
claims  in  future,  to  send  to  the  applicant,  not 
the  form  of  reply  which  he  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  sending,  but  the  form  which  had 
been  drawn  up  for  him  some  months  ago  by 
the  Resident  Commissioner,  and  which  he  had 
then  been  directed  by  the  Resident  Commis- 
sioner to  send  in  all  such  cases.. 

'*  III. — ^That  there  should  be  sent  out,  this 
month,  to  all  teachers  and  managers,  with 
the  orders  for  payment  of  teachers'  salaries  for 
the  quarter  ending  on  the  30th  of  June,  a 
statement  that  the  commissioners  have  power 
to  consider  specially  cases  in  which,  in  their 
judgment,  any  of  die  new  rules,  from  36  to  42 
inclusive,  would  operate  inequitably,  and  that, 
as  regards  cases  in  which  such  consideration 
had  already  been  claimed,  none  of  those  cases 
had  as  yet  been  considered  by  the  commis- 
sioners.** 

Those  were  the  three  Instructions  which 
were  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  upon 
which  the  archbishop  consented  to 
withdraw  his  motion,  which  was  regarded 
as  a  censure  upon  the  Financial  Assistant 
Secretary.  It  would  scarcely  be  believpdE 
N 


347 


Swpply — Civil 


{COMMONS} 


Service  Estimates, 


348 


that  the  minutes  were  altered,  and  those 
three  items  he  had  just  quoted  were  not 
inserted.    Therefore,  it  was  evident  that 
the   archbishop  had  done  everything  he 
could  to  alter  this  scandalous  state  of 
things  in  the  office,  but,  in  spite  of  every- 
thing he  could^o,  this  assistant  secretary 
tary   was  determined  to  defy  the  arch- 
bishop and  his  colleagues,  and  he  con- 
tinued   sending    out    those     circulars, 
refusing  to  consider  the  claims  of  the 
teachers,    who   had   been   treated   very 
badly.     He  thought  he  had  made  out  a 
very    good    case    for    the    archbishop 
taking  the  course  which  he  had  taken. 
He  had  no  doubt  it  was  an  infinite 
relief  to  the  archbishop  to  be  rid  of  the 
Board.      To    his    own    knowledge    the 
archbishop    had     given    an    enormous 
amount  of  labour  to  the  work,  and  also 
in  connection  with  the  inquiry  on  manual 
training,  and  from  the  record  of  his  treat- 
ment on  the  Board  he  should  not  be  sur- 
prised if  it  was  a  great  relief  to  the  arch- 
bishop to  give  it  up.    There  was  one  other 
matter  to  which  he  desired  to  direct 
attention,  and  that  was  the  question  of 
the  residual  grant.    The  Chief  Secretary, 
in  his  speech,  stated  that  he  was  uncon- 
vinced, and  was  still  prepared  to  main- 
tain that  the  balance  of  the  residual 
grant  was  not  due  to  the  teachers.     He 
noticed  that  hon.  Members  cheered  that 
statement  of  the  Chief  Secretary,  and  he 
was  amused,  because  not  one  hon.  Mem- 
ber opposite  knew  anything  at  all  about 
such  a  complicated  subject.     When  the 
question  was  raised  last  year  in  the  House, 
the  Chief  Secretary,  instructed  by  the 
Education  Office,  denied  that  anything 
was  due  to  the  teachers  at  all. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Is  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man referring  to  myself  or  my  prede- 
cessor 1 


Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  do  not  think  I 
have  had  the  matter  before  me. 


Mr.  DILLON  said  that  last  year  the 
office  denied  that  any  money  was  due  to 
the  teachers,  but  it  turned  out  that  the 
claim  of  the  teachers  was  right,  and  they 
were  paid.  He  looked  into  the  matter, 
chiefly  because  of  the  extremely  able 
letter  from  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin, 
which  had  appeared  in  the  press,  in  which 
it  was  proved  with  all  the  clearness  of  a 
mathematical  problem  that  many  thou- 
sands of  pounds  were  due  to  the  teachers 
under  the  residual  grant.  There  was  a 
balance  of  many  thousands  of  pounds  on 
the  residual  grant  still  due  to  the  teachers 
of  Ireland,  but  by  an  absurd  trick  of  book- 
keeping the  officials  were  seeking  to  de- 
prive the  teachers  of  it.  The  teachers 
were  convinced  that  they  were  right,  and 
they  would  probably  get  the  amount 
after  a  considerable  amount  of  argument 
and  squabbling.  It  must  be  manifest 
that  these  disputes  were  most  unfor- 
tunate, and  it  was  no  wonder  that  Irish 
teachers  were  suspicious.  He  had  no 
doubt  that  a  great  deal  of  the  irritation 
and  discontent  felt  by  the  teachers  was 
due  to  the  action  of  the  Financial  Secre- 
tary and  certain  other  officials.  He 
hoped  the  Chief  Secretary  would  take 
up  the  question  of  the  residual  grant, 
and  study  it  during  the  vacation.  The 
resignation  of  Dr.  Walsh  would  have 
great  and  far-reaching  effects  on  the 
1  future  of  education  in  Ireland,  and,  for 

ne  thing,  it  certainly  would  set  the  Irish 
Members  free  to  express  their  opinions 

n  very  plain  language  as  to  the  operations 
of  the  Board. 


Mr.  DILLON  said  he  was  referring 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  prede- 
cessor. 


Question  put — 


The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,   87 
Noes,  178.    (Division  List  No.  330), 

AYES. 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.  E.) 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.; 

Black,  Alexander  William 

Boland,  John 

Brigg,  John 

Brown,  Geo.  M.  (Edinburgh) 

Mr.  Dillon, 


Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Burke,  E.  Haviland- 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Carew,  James  Laurence 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 


Cogan,  Denis  J. 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Crean,  Eugene 
Cullinan,  J. 
Delany,  William 
Dillon,  John 
Doogan,  P.  C 
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Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 

Duffy,  William  J. 

Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan 

Ferguson,  R.  G.  Munro(Leith 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

GUhooly,  James 

Gladstone,  Rt  Hou.Herbert  J. 

Hammond,  John 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  Seale- 

Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  CharlesH. 

Jones,  WiUiami  Camarvonshire 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kennedy,  Patrick  James 

Leamy,  Edmund 

Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 

XacKeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 

M* Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 


Acland-Hood,CaptSir  Alex.  F. 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Allhusen,  Augustus  H.  Eden 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
.U-kwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O.  j 

AtkinaOD,  Rt  Hon.  John  | 

Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert      | 
B&ird,  John  George  Alexander 
Bftlfour,Rt.  Hon.  A.J.  ( Manch'r 
Balfour,  C^pt.  C.  B.  (Hornsey) 
Balfour.RtHnGerald  W.(Leeds 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barry.Sir  Francis  T.(Windsor) 
BathurstjHon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beach.Rt.Hn.SirM.H.  (Bristol) 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Btgnold,  Arthur 
Bigwood,  James 
Bm.  Charles 

Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
BulU  William  James 
Ballard,  Sir  Harry 
BurdettB-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
('avendish,  V.  C.  W.  (Derbysh. 
Cayzcr,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cml,  Evelyn  (Aston  Aianor) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hn.J.(Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
f'hapman,  Edward 
<'harrington,  Spencer 
Churchul,  Winston  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.E. 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Ckwk,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
Corbctt,  A  Cameron  (Glasgow 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbndge 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of  j 

Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 1 
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M*Dermott,  Patrick 
M'KUlop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
Minch,  Matthew 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Morton,  Edw.  J.C.(Devonport) 
Murnaghan,  George 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Nolan,  CoL  J.  P.  (Galway,  N.) 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
0'Brien,Kendal  Tipperary,Mid 
O'Brien,  Patrick  ( Kilkenny  > 
O'Brien,  P.  J.E(Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  Jas.  (Wicklow,  W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Donndl,  John  ^Mayo,  S.) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
0'Kelly,James(Roscommon,N. 
O'Malley,  William 

NOES. 

Dimsdale,  Sir  Joseph  Cockfield 
Disraeli,  Coningsb^  Ralph 
Dixon-Har  tland.  SirFredDixon 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,Sir  William  Theodore 
Durning-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Fergusson,Rt.Hn.SirJ(Manc'r 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fitz(jerald,Sir  Robert  Penrose- 
Fitzroy,Hon.  Edwara  Algernon 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  P.  S.  (Warwick,  S.W.) 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gibbs,Hn.A.G.H.(CityofLond. 
Gordon,Hn.J.E.  (Elgin& Nairn 
Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  S.) 
Gordon,MajEvan8-(T'rH'ml'ts 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,  Hn.  George  Joachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,SirEW(B'rySEdmund8 
Greene,Henry  D.(  Shrewsbury) 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Hambro,  Charles  Eric 
Hamilton,RtHnLordG(Midd'x 
Hamilton,Marqof(L'nd'nderry 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hn.  Robert  Wm. 
Hardy , La  urence(  Kent,  Ashfo'd 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,  Arthur  Ho  wardi  Hanley 
Heath,  James(Stafford8.,N.W.) 
Hermon-Hodge,RobertTrotter 
Hope,J.F.(ShefReld,Brightside 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Hoult,  Joseph 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 


O'Mara,  James 

O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 

O'Shee,  James  John 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Reddy,  M. 

Redmond, John  E.(Waterford) 

Redmond,  William  (Clare) 

Rickett,  J.  Compton 

Rigg,  Richard 

Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 

Roche,  John 

Schwann,  Charles  E. 

Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 

Spencer,Rt.Hn.CR(Northants 

Sullivan,  Donal 

Thomas,F.  Freeman- (Hastings) 

Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.  R.) 

Tully,  Jasper 

White,  Patrick (Meath,  North) 

Young,  Samuel 

Tellers     for     the     Ayes— 

Sir   Thomas  Esmonde  and 

CSaptain  Donelan. 


Hutton,  John  (Yorks,  N.R.) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Kenyon,  Hn.  G.  T.  (Denbigh) 
Kenyon-Slaney,Col.  W.(Salop.) 
Keswick,  William 
Knowles,  Lees 

Lambton,  Hn.  Frederick  Wm. 
I^awrence,  W.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Lecky,Rt.Hon.WilliamEdw.H. 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Long,CJol.CharlesW4  Evesham ) 
Long,Rt.Hn.Walter(Bristol,  S. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowther*  C.  (Cumb.,  Eskdale) 
Lucas,CJol.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
LucaSjReginaldJ.  (Portsmouth 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 

Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M*Calmont,Col.H.L.B.(Cambs) 
Maiendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Manners,  Lord  C!ecil 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Massey-Mainwaring,  Hn.  W.F. 
Maxwell,  W.  J.H.(Dumfries8h.) 
Morgan,Hn.Fred.(Monm'th8h. 
Morris,  Hon.  Martin  Henry  F. 
Morton,ArthurH.A.(Deptf'rd) 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray,RtHnA.Graham(  Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham(Bath 

Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Pease,  HerbertPike(  Darlington 
Penn,  John 

Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Randies,  ^ol|n^.^(^QQg|g 
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Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Ridley,S.Forde(BethnalGreen) 
Ritchie,  Rt  Hn-Chas-Thomson 
Round,  James 
RuaseU,  T.  W. 
Rutherford,  John 
Sackville,  CoL  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
S  mith,JamesParker(Lanark8. ) 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 


{COMMONS} 

Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Hn.  Arthur  (Or  mskirk 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stuwart,SirMark  J.M'Taggart 
Stnrtt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedle^ 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Cliichester) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemaohe,  Henry  James 
Tufnell.  Lieut. -(Dol.  Edward 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Wdby,  Sir  CharlesG.R (Notts.) 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 


Service  Estimates, 


352 


Whiteley,H.  (Ashton-un.-Lyne 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Wi  son,A.  Stanley  (York.E-R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk^ 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wilson, J.  W.  (Worcestersh,N.) 
WOson-Todd,  Wm.  H.(Yorks.i 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Younger,  William 

Tellers  for  the  Nok— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Original  Question  again  proposed- 

A.nd,  objection  being  taken  to  further 
proceeding,  the  Chairman  proceeded  to 
interrupt  the  Business— 

Whereupon  Mr.  Wyndham  rose  in  his 


place,  and  claimed  to  move,  "  That  the 
'  Question  be  now  put." 

Question  put,  **  That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 

The  Committee  divided  : — ^Ayes,  175  ; 
Noes,  81.     (Division  List  No.  331.) 


Acland-Hood,  Capt.  Sir  Alex.  F. 
Agg.Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnow,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
AUhusen,  Augustus  Henry  E. 
Anson,  Sir  William  RejmeU 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balfour,  RtHn.A.  J.(ManchV ) 
Balfour,  Capt  C.  B.  (Hornsey) 
Balfour,RtHnGeraldW.(Leeds 
Banbury,  Frederck  George 
Barry,  Sir  Francis  T.(Windsor) 
Bathurst,  Hon.  AllenBenjamin 
Beach,Rt,  Hn.SirM.H(Bristol) 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  N. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bigwood,  James 
Bill,  Charles 

Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendbh,V.C.W.(Derbyshire 
Cajrzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.Hn.J.(Birm.) 
Chamberlain,J.Austen(Worc'r 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrinpton,  Spencer 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
Corbett,  A.Cameron^Glasgow) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 


AYES. 

Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield 
Dimsdale,  SirJoseph  Cockfield 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dixon-Hartland,SirFreaDixon 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,Sir  William  Theodore 
Durning-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
EUiot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fellowe8,Hon.Ailwyn  Edward 
Fergusson,RtHn.Sir  J.  (MancV 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  George  H. 
Fin  lay.  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,  SirRober  tPenrose- 
Fitzroy,Hon.  Edward  Algernon 
Flower,  Ernett 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fo8ter,PhilipS.(W'rwick,S.W.) 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gibb8,Hn.A.G.H.(CityofLond. 
Gordon,Hn.  J.  E.  ( Elgin&Nairn 
Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  S.) 
Gordon,MajEvans(T'rH'mlet8 
Gor8t,Rt.  Hon.Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,Hon.George  Joachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,SirEW(  B*rySEdm*nds 
Greene,Henryi).(  Shrewsbury 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
G  ret  ton,  John 
GreviUe,  Hon.  Ronald 
Hambro,  Charles  Eric 
Hamilton,RtHn  LordG.(Mid'x 
Hamilton,Marqof(L'nd'nderry 
Hanbury,RtHon.RobertWm. 
Hardy,Iiaurence(Kent,Ashf*rd 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,  ArthurHoward(  Hanley 
•Heath,  James  ( Staflf  ords,N.  W. 
Hermon-Hodge,RobertTrotter 


Hope,J.F.(Sheffield,Brighta(le 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Hoult,  Joseph 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks,  N.R.) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Kenyon,  Hn.  Geo.T.^Denbigh) 
Kenyon-Slane7,CoLW.(Salop.) 
Keswick,  William 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  W. 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  ^Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Lecky,Rt.Hon.WilliamEdw.H. 
Le^ge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Long,ColCharlesW.(£ve8ham) 
Long,Rt,Hn.Walter(Bristol,S.) 
Lonadale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.,  Eskdale; 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  ( Lowestoft  i 
Lucas,Reginald  J.  (Portsmouth 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
M*Calmont,CoLH.L.B.(Camb8. 
Maiendie,  James  A.  H. 
Midcolm,  Ian 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blimdell 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Massey -Main  waring,  Hn.  W.F. 
Maxwell,  W.J.  H.  (Dumfriessh. 
Morgan,Hn.F.  (Monmoutbsb) 
Morris,  Hon.  Martin  Henry  F. 
Morton,ArthurH.A.  (Deptford 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C 
Murray,RtHnAGraham(But« 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  CoL  Wyndham(Bftth) 

Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Pease,HerbertPike(I>arlington 

Penn,  John 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
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Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 

Prefymaa,  Ernest  George 

Purvis,  Robert 

?ym,  C.  Guy 

Randies,  John  S. 

Reid,  James  (Greenock) 

Rentoul,  James  Alexander 

Ridley  ,S.Forde(BethnalGreen) 

Ritchie,  Rt  Hn.Cha8.Thomson 

Round,  James 

Rutherford,  John 

Sackville,  CoL  S.  G.  Stopford- 

Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 

ScoU,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 

SetonKarr,  Henry 


{ 1 2  July  1 901 1  Service  Sstimates, 
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Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Smith,  JamesParker(Lanarks. ) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley  ,Hn.Arthur(  Ormskirk 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,SirMark  J.  M*Taggart 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tufnell,  Lieut. -Col.  Edward 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 


Welby,Sir  Charles  G.K(Nott8.) 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Whiteley.H  ( Ashton  und.Lyne 
Whitmori,  Chaeles  Algernon 
Wilson,A.  Stanley  (York,E.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wilson,  J.  W.(Worcestersh.  N.) 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilheln. 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon  George 
Younger,  William 

Tellers  for  *  the  Ayes — 
Su-  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Abraham,  William(Cork,N.K) 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Black,  Alexander  William 

Boland,  John 

Brigg,  John 

Brown,  George  M.(  Edinburgh) 

Burke,  £.  Haviland- 

Olid  well,  Jamee 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Carew,  James  Laurence 

Causton,  Richard  Knight 

(^ncy,  John  Joseph 

(!)ogan,  Denis  J. 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crean,  Eugene 

Cullinan,  J. 

Delany,  William 

Diflon,  John 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Duffy,  William  J. 

Eyans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Oilhooly,  James 

Ulad8tone,RtHnHerbertJohn 

iiammondy  John 

Question  put  accordingly. 


NOES. 

Hay  den,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt  Hn.  Charles  Seale- 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Joyee,  Michael 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Leamy,  Edmund 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M*Dermott,  Patrick 
M*Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
Mtnch,  Matthew 
Mooney*  John  J. 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  )Devonport) 
Murnaghan,  George 
Murphy,  John  ,  ^ 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Nolan,  Col.  John  P.(Galway,N.) 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
0*Brien,Kendal(Tipperary,Mid 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  J.  P.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  Jame8(Wicklow,W. ) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Donnelt  John  (Mayo,  S.) 


O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'KeUy,  Conor  (Mayo,  N  )  » 
0'Kelly,James  (Roscommon,N 
O'Malley,  William 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
O'Shee,  James  John 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Reddy,  M.  ^    ^^ 

Redmond,  John  E.(Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Oare) 
Rigg,  Richard 

Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Roche,  John 
RusseU,  T.  W. 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Spencer,RtHn.CR  (Northants 

Sullivan,  Donal 
Thomas,F.Freeman-(Hastings) 

Thomson,  F.  W.  (Yorks,  W.R.) 

Tully,  Jasper 

White,  Patrick  (Meath,.Noitli) 

Young.  Samuel 

Tellers  for  the  Nob-  - 
Sir  Thomas  Esmonde  an  J 
Captain  Donelan. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  174  ; 
Noes,  75.     (Division  List  No.  332.) 


Acland-Hood,Capt.Sir  Alex.  F. 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
\gnew.  Sir  Aiidrew  Noel 
Allbasen,  Augostns  Henry  E. 
Anson,  Sir  WUliam  Reynell 
Arkwnght,  John  Stanhope 
Aniold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bain,  Col.  James  Robert 
Balfour,Rt.  Hon.A.J.(Manch'r 
Balfour,  Capt.  O.  B.  (Hornsey 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  G.W.(  Leeds 
Banbnry,  Frederick  Creor^e 
Barry,  SirFrancisT.  (Windsor) 
B&thiuBt,Hon.  AllenBenj  amin 
Beach,Rt.  Hn.  SirM.  H.  (Bristol 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bigwood,  James 


AYES. 

Bill,  Charles 

Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Batcher,  John  George 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.  C.W.  (Derbysh. 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Eveljn  (Aston  Manor) 
Chamberlain,Rt.  Hon.  J.(Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrinston,  Spencer 
Chnrchul,  Winston  Spencer 
Cochrane,Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Compton,  Lord  Al\^'yne 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 


Corbett,  A.  C.  (Glasgow) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  8. 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Dimsdale,  Sir  Joseph  C. 
Disraeli,  Coninesby  Ralph 
Dixon-Hartlana,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
DoxfordjSirWilliam  Theodore 
Duming-La^vrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fellowes,Hon.Ailwyn  Edward 
FerKusson,Rt  Hn.SirJ(Manc*r 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finoh,  Geoni^e  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
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Adjournment  of 


FitzGeraldjSirRobertPenroee- 
Fitzroy,  Hon.  Edw.  Algernon 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster.PhUipS.  ( Warwick,SW) 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gibbs,Hn.  A.  G.  H.  (Cv.ofLond. 
Gordon,HnJ.E.(Elgin&Naim) 
Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  S.) 
Gordon,MaJEvan8-(T'rH'mrts 
Gor8t,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  JohnEldon 
Goschen,  Hon.  Geo.  Joachim 
Goolding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gi-aham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,SirEW(B'rySEdm'nds 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury 
Grenfell,  Wm.  Henry 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Hambro,  Charles  Eric 
Hamilton,RtHnT.ordG.(Midd, 
Hamilton,  Mara,  of  (L'nd'd*y) 
Hanburv,Rt.  Hon.Robt.Wm. 
Hardy,  L.  (Kent,  Ashford) 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hay,  Hon.  Clande  George 
Heath,  ArthnrHo  ward  ( Hanley 
Heath,  James(Stafford8.  N.  W. ) 
Hermon-Hodge.  Robt.  Trotter 
Hope,J.F.(Sheffi*ld,BrighUide 
Hornby,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks.  N.  R.) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Kenyon,  Hon.  (feo.  T.  ( Denbigh ) 
Kenyon-Slaney,Col.W.  (Salop) 
Keswick,  William 


Abraham,  William(C!k>rk,N .  E. 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Black,  Alexander  William 

Boland,  John 

Brigg,  John 

Brown,  G.  M.  (Edinburgh) 

Burke,  E.  Haviland- 

Caldwell,  James 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Carew,  James  Laurence 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Cogan,  Denis  J. 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crean,  Eugene 

Cullinan,  J. 

Delany,  William 

Dillon,  John 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Duffy,  William  J. 

Evans,  S.  T.  (Glamorgan) 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Gilhooly,  James 

Hammond,  John 


{COMMONS} 

Knowles,  Lees 

Lambton,Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Lecky,  RtHon.  Wm.  Edw.  H. 
I^egge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Long.  Rt  Hn.  W.  (Bristol,  S. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.,  Eskdale) 
Lucas,Col.  Francis(  Lowestoft) 
Lucas,Reginald  J.  ( Portsmouth 
Lyttelton,  Hon    Alfred 
M*Calmont,Col.  HLB.  (Cambs) 
Maiendie,  James  A.  U. 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Massey-Mainwaring,Hn.W.F.  I 
Maxwell, W.  J.  H.(Dumfriessh.  ' 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'thsh.) 
Morris,  Hon.  Martin  HenryF. 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.(Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry)  ^ 
Murray.  Col.Wyndham  (Bath 
Nicol,  Donald  lYinian 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Pease,  Herbt.  P.  (Darlington)  i 
Penn,  John  < 

Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick  i 

Pretyman,  Ernest  George         , 
Pui-vis,  Robert  j 

Pym,  C.  Guy 
Randies.  John  S. 
Reid,  James  (Greenock)  I 

NOES. 

I  Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 

Jones,  William(Camarvonsh. ) 
I   Joyce,  Michael 

Kennedy,  Patrick  James 

Leamy,  Edmund 

Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 

MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 

M*Dermott.  Patrick 

M»Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 

Minch,  Matthew 

Mooney,  John  J. 

Morton,Edw.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 

Mumaghan,  George 

Murphy,  John 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
I  Newnes,  Sir  George 
I  Nolan,Col. JohnP.  (Galway,  N . 
I  Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 

0'Brien,Kendal(TippVry,Mid 
'  O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
I  O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  W.)  | 

O'Connor,  Jas.  (Wicklow,  W.)  i 


the  Bouse. 
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Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Ridley,  S.  F.  (Bethnal  Green) 
Ritchie,  Rt  Hn.  C.  Thomson 
Round,  James 
Russell,  T.  W. 
Rutherford,  John 
Sackville,Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edwaid  Albert 
Scott,  Su:  S.  (Marylebone,W.) 
Seton-Karr.  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Smith,  James  P.  (Lanarkfi.) 
Smith,  Hon.W.  F.  D.(StranJ) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart  Sir  M.  J.  M*Taj<eart 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  HedTej 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tufnell,  Lieut. -Col.  Edward 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Welby,SirChaa.G.E.  (Notto.) 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C .  Vemon- 
Whiteley,H.(  Ashton-u. -Lyne 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Wilson,  A.Staoley  ( York,E.R 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wil8on,JW(Worcestersh.,N.) 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wolff",  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Younger,  William 
Tellers    for  the   Ayes— 

Sir  William  Walrond  and 

Mr.  Anstruther. 


O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 

O'Donncll,  John  (Mayo.  S.) 

O'Donnell.  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 

O'Dowd,  John 

O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 

O'Kelly,  J.  (Roscommon,  N.) 

O'MiJUfey,  William 

O'Mara,  James 

O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 

O'Shee,  James  John 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  J.  E.  (Waterford) 

Redmond,  William  (Clare) 

Rigg,  Richard 

Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 

Roche,  John 

Schwann,  Charles  E. 

Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 

Sullivan,  Donal 

Tully,  Jasper 

Wbite,  Patrick  (Meath,  N.) 

Young,  Samuel 

Tellers   for    the   Noes— 

Sir  Thomas  Esmonde  and 

Captain  Donelan. 


And,  it  being  after  Midnight,  the  Chair- !  Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Monday 
man  left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  :  next ;  Committee  to  sit  again  upon  Mon- 
the  House.  I  day  next. 

Adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes  after  Twelve  fifqUfl^fd^ookr  till  Monday  next. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Monday,   15/A  July,  1901. 

TOOK  THE  OATH. 
Several  Lords  took  the  Oath. 


{15  July  1901} 
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SAT  FIRST. 
The  Lord  Strathspey  {E. 


first   in    Parliament 
of  his  father. 


Seafleld)  sat 
after    the   death 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

I     The   Lord    Chancellor    acquainted 

\  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 

I  ments  had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Cer- 

tificate   from  the  Examiners    that    the 

*  further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to 
I  the  following  Bill  have  been  complied 
I  with:— 

*  Belfast  and  Northern  Counties  Rail- 

iway. 
And  also  the  Certificate  that  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  applicable  to  the  following 
[Bill  have  been  complied  with  ; — 
Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(Housing   of   Working   Classes)   (No. 

I  -•' 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

Table. 

LONDON  UNITED  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

A  petition  of  Messrs.  Baker,  Lees,  and 

Company,  of  No.  54,  Parliament  Street, 

I  Westminster,      parliamentary      agents, 

3  praying  for  leave  to  present  a  petition 

^  of  the  Surbiton  Urban  District  Council 

^  praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel  against 

I  the  Bfll,  although  the  time  limited  by 

I  Standing  Order  No.  93  for  presenting 

t  such  petition  has  expired ;    read,   and 

J  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  ;  and  Stand- 

1  ing  Order  No.  93  to  be   considered  to- 

mdrrow,  in  order  to  its  being  dispensed 

with  in  respect  of  the.  said  petition. 

GLASGOW  AND  SOUTH-WESTERN 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the 
opposition  thereto  having  been  with- 
drawn ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

VOL.  XCVII.      [Fourth  Series.] 


Table.  The  Orders  made  on  the  24th 
of  June  and  4th  of  July  last  discharged ; 
and  Bill  committed  for  Friday  next. 

DUBLIN,  WICKLOW,  ANiJ  WEXFORD 
RAILWAY  (NEW  ROSS  AND  WATER- 
FORD  EXTENSION)  BILL. 

Moved  that  the  Order  made  on  the  21st 
day  of  March  last,  *'  That  no  Private  Bill 
brought  from  the  House  of  Commons 
shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  Thurs- 
day, the  27th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dis- 
pensed with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now 
read  2"  ;  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2^  accord- 
ingly, and  committed. 

BARRY  RAILWAY  BILL. 
Read  3",  and  passed. 

SWANAGE  GAS  AND  WATER  BILL. 

Read  3",  with  the  Amendments ;  a 
further  Amendment  made ;  Bill  passed, 
and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

BINGLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
BILL. 

DERBYSHIRE      AND      NOTTINGHAM- 
SHIRE ELECTRIC  POWER  BILL. 

Read  3^,  with  the  Amendments,^and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY  BILL. 

Read  3®  with  the  Amendments  ;Xfur- 
ther  amendments  made;  Bill  passed, 
and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

KINGSTONUPON-HULL    CORPORA- 
TION  BILL. 

SHANNON  WATER  AND  ELECTRIC 
POWER  BILL. 

Read  3^  with  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

ECCLES  CORPORATION  BILL. 

Read  3^,  with  the  Amendments ;  fur- 
ther  amendments   made;    Bill 
and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (PORT)  BILL. 

^  Moved,  That  the  Order  made  on  the 
21st  March  last,  *'  That  no  Provisional 
Order  Confirmation  Bill  broTjght  from 
the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a 
second  time  after  the  27th  day  of  June 
next,"  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the 
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Bill  bo  now  read  2^ ;  agreed  to ;  Bill 
read  2^  accordingly,  and  committed; 
the  Committee  to  be  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Selection. 

PIER  AND  HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Commons  Amendments  considered 
(according  to  Order),  and  agreed  to. 

NAVAL    WORKS    (PROVISIONAL 
ORDER)    BILL. 

Moved,  That  the  Order  made  on  the 
2 1  St  March  last,  "That  no  Provisional 
Order  Confirmation  Bill  brought  from 
the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a 
second  time  after  the  27th  day  of  June 
next,"  be  dispensed  with,  and  that 
the  Bill  be  now  read  2^ ;  agreed  to  ; 
Bill  read  2"  accordingly,  and  committed 
to  a  C<:)mmittee  of  the  Whole  House 
to-morrow. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  6)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order) ;  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived  ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3^  to-morrow. 

LOCAL     GOVERNMENT     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  9)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order) ;  Amendments  made  ;  Standing 
Committee  negatived ;  the  Report  of 
Amendments  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

SOUTHAMPTON  AND  WINCHESTER 
GREAT  WESTERN  JUNCTION  RAIL- 
WAY  BILL. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, That  the  Lord  Langford  and  the 
Lord  De  Mauley  be  proposed  to  the 
House  as  members  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  said  Bill  in  the  place  of  the 
Viscount  Hutchinson  (E.  Donoughmore) 
and  the  Earl  of  Eldon  :  read,  and  agreed 
to. 


RETURNS,    REPORTS,    ETC. 

GREENWICH  OBSERVATORY. 
Report  of  the  Astronomer  Royal  to  the 
Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Royal  Observa- 
tory, Greenwich,  read  at  the  annual 
visitation  of  the  Royal  Observatory,  Ist 
June,  1901. 


INDIA    (ACCOUNTS    AND    ESTIMATES' 
1901-1902). 

Explanatory  memorandum  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

No.  2666,  Netherlands  (Dutch  Guiana); 
No.  2657,  Turkey  (Erzeroum) ;  No.  2658. 
China  (Wuchow). 

FACTORY      AND     WORKSHOP     (LEAD 
COMPOUNDS  IN  POTTERY). 

Report  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  on  the  work  of  the 
Government  Laboratory  on  the  question 
of  the  employment  of  lead  compounds  in 
potterv,  by  Professor  T.  E.  Thorpe, 
C.B.,  LL.D.,  F.R.S.,  Principal  of  the 
Government  Laboratory. 

CONGESTED    DISTRICT    BOARD 
(IRELAND). 

Report  of  the  Board,  for  the  year 
ending  31st  March,  1901. 

JUDlCLiL    STATISTICS    iIRELAND), 
1900. 

Part  XL  Civil  Statistics. 

Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

POST    OFFICE    SAVINGS      BANKS. 

Accounts  presented  of  all  deposits 
received  and  paid  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1900,  and  of  the  sums 
received  and  paid  by  the  National  Debt 
Commission  on  account  of  the  Fund  for 
the  Post  Office  Savings  Banks  in  the  same 
year. 

CLERGY    (WEST    INDIESl 
Return  of  the  amount  payable  on  5th 
January,  1901,  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund  for  ecclesiastical  purposes  in  the 
West  Indies. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


ARMY    ORGANISATION— CAVALRY 
ESTABLISHMENTS. 

Lord  HENEAGE  :  My  Lords,  I  rise  to 
call  attention  to  the  new  Army  scheme 
and  the  omission  of  all  reference  to  the 
cavalry,  and  to  ask  His  Majesty's  GoYem 
ment  what  will  be  the  future  establish. 
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ments  of  the  cavalry  regiments  in  the 
three  Army  corps  proposed  to  be  stationed 
at  Aldershot,  Colchester,  and  in  Ireland  ; 
also  whether  the  warrant  which  pro- 
hibits the  seconding  of  cavalry  officers 
above  the  rank  of  captain  will  be  con- 
tinued, and,  if  so,  what  provision  will  be 
made  in  future  for  an  efficient  cavalry 
staff  on  service.  I  had  intended  to  raise 
this  question  the  other  day  on  the  motion 
of  my  noble  friend  the  Duke  of  Bedford, 
who  stated  in  his  speech  that  he  only 
spoke  for  the  Infantry  and  the  Militia, 
and  not  for  the  cavalry,  but  unfortunately 
I  did  not  get  the  opportunity  of  bringing 
it  forward  on  that  occasion.  I  have, 
therefore,  put  it  down  in  the  shape  of  a 
question  to-day.  The  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  used  the  following  words  in 
another  place,  in  speaking  of  the  lessons 
of  the  war — 


"It  has  been  obvious  that  our  artillery  is 
msufficieiit,  and  that  our  field  artillery  requires 
to  be  supplemented  by  heavier  field  artillery. 
It  is  also  perfectly  clear  that  the  exigencies  of 
modem  warfare,  the  greatly  extended  positions 
which  are  held,  and  the  necessity  of  rapid 
movements,  make  it  necessary  that  we  should 
be  provided  with  a  much  larger  body  of 
mounted  troops." 

The  deficiency  of  mounted  troops  was  due 
to  neglect  of  the  cavalry  before  the  war, 
and  I  wish  to  know  what  is  going  to  be 
done  to  remedy  the  defects  which  then 
existed.  When  the  war  broke  out  the 
cavalry  regiments,  as  is  proved  by  the 
return  I  moved  for  last  year,  were  mere 
skeleton  regiments,  without  sufficient 
men  or  horses.  Regiments  which  were 
ordered  to  the  front  had  to  be  filled  up 
with  reserve  men,  men  from  other  regi- 
ments, who  were  worse  oflf  than  them- 
selves, registered  hunters,  and  omnibus 
horses.  Every  squadron  had  to  be  re- 
formed and  reconstituted.  Surely  it 
must  be  wrong  that  such  disorganisation 
amongst  every  squadron,  troop,  and 
section  should  take  place  just  when  a 
regiment  goes  on  service.  But  when  the 
regiments  arrived  in  South  Africa,  and 
got  fairly  into  working  order.  Lord 
Roberts  requisitioned  about  five-and- 
twenty  of  the  most  efficient  lieutenant- 
colonels  and  majors  for  staff  and  special 
service  duties.  They  became  brigadiers, 
colonels,  etc.,  on  the  staff,  with  increased 
rank  and  pay;  whilst  regiments  were  com- 
manded for  months  by  majors,  and 
squadrons  by  captains,  without  the  rank 


or  pay  of  their  positions.    This  was  no 
fault   whatever  of  the   Commander-in- 
Chief.    It  was  the  result  of  a  warrant 
which,  I  am  told,  was  forced  upon  the 
War  Office  some  years  ago  by  the  Trea- 
sury— I  suppose  to  save  the  2s.  a  day — 
that  no  lieutenant-colonel  or  major  of 
cavalry  or  artillery  should  be  seconded. 
If  these  twenty-five  officers  could  have 
been  seconded,  the  officers  who  took  their 
places   would   not    have  been  deprived 
of  the  rank  to  which  their  duties  and 
responsibilities  entitled  them.    The  most 
absurd  part  of  this  arrangement  is  that 
while    these    majors    in    command    of 
regiments    and    captains    in  command 
of     squadrons     were    not     given     the 
rank   and  pay    of  their   positions,   the 
lieutenants  who  succeeded  the  captains, 
and    did    captains'    duties,   were    made 
captains,  and  the  sub-Ueutenants  who  did 
lieutenants*  duties  were  made  lieutenants. 
Therefore,  while  the  senior  officers  could 
not  obtain  the  rank  to  which  they  were 
entitled  the  junior  officers  did.     I  think 
it  is  highly  creditable  to  all  ranks  of 
officers  that  they  were  found  equal  to  the 
duties  on  the  staff,  as  well  as  in  their 
regiments.     But    surely    the     warrant 
under   which   this    arrangement    exists 
ought  to  be  abohshed,  and  regimental 
officers  not  deprived  of  the  rank  to  which 
their  duties  and  responsibiUties   entitle 
them.     All  our  cavalry  regiments  went 
out  to  South  Africa  with  three  squadrons, 
the     reserve,    or   fourth,    squadron    re- 
maining   at    home.     Since    then    these 
reserve    squadrons    have    been    massed 
together  to  form  what  are  called  "  pro- 
visional regiments,**  but,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  there  is  not  one  single  officer  or  man 
in  them  who  does  not  belong  to  the  regi- 
ments at  the  front,  and  who  is  not  liable 
at  any  time  to  be  drafted  to  South  Africa. 
With    regard    to    the     question    as 
to    what    in     future     is     to    be    the 
estabUshment  of  the  cavalry,   I  should 
like  to  call    your   Lordships*    attention 
to  a  very  important  Paper  which  was 
issued  last  September  or  October  by  the 
War    Office.     Under    this    Cavalry   Re- 
organisation Order  there  are  in  future  to 
be  six  different  estabhshments  of  cavalry, 
three  in  England  and  three  abroad.     In 
the  Order  officers  and  their    chargers 
were  included  in  the  figures  given  of  men 
and  horses,  but  I  have  deducted  them  in 
each  case  in  order  to  get  the^  figures 
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correctly,  and  have  assumed  that  each 
establishment  will  include  23  oflficers  and 
55  ofBcers'  horses,  according  to  the  regu- 
lations of  the  Army.  After  deducting 
them  we  get  the  following  curious 
results : — No.  1  (the  higher  establish- 
ment at  home),  678  rank  and  file  and 
405  horses — only  two  full  squadrons  of 
service  strength  ;  No.  2  (the  higher  esta- 
blishment, with  an  *'  extra  squadron," 
as  it  is  called,  though  I  am  utterly  unable 
to  find  the  extra  squadron),  865  rank  and 
file  and  538  horses — hardly  three  squad- 
rons of  mounted  men  ;  No.  3  (the  lower 
establishment),  615  rank  and  file  and 
302  horses,  or  two  men  to  each  horse, 
and  there  is  no  reserve  squadron.  In 
these  numbers  I  have  included  every 
man  and  horse,  and  not  deducted  any 
recruits  or  remounts.  Then  we  come  to 
No.  4  (colonial  cavalry  establishment), 
with  570  rank  and  file  and  372  horses, 
but  110  rank  and  file  and  50  horses  are 
to  be  at  the  depdt,  leaving  a  regiment  of 
460  men  and  322  horses ;  No.  5  (in 
Egypt),  465  rank  and  file  and  300  horses, 
with  the  same  number  of  men  at  the 
dep6t  as  in  No.  4  ;  and#in  No.  6  (India) 
the  establishment  would  be  603  men  and 
470  horses.  In  no  case  are  there  three 
service  squadrons,  much  less  any  reserve 
squadron,  in  any  cavalry  regiment. 

Now  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  this 
ever-changing  system  in  no  case  provides 
even  three  squadrons,  and  two  men 
cannot  ride  one  horse.  I  am  not  going 
into  the  question  whether  there  ought 
to  be  four  squadrons  or  three  squadrons ; 
but  surely,  whatever  system  is  right, 
the  squadrons  ought  to  be  complete 
and  ready  for  service  when  called  upon. 
It  is  enough  to  break  the  heart  of  any 
cavalry  officer,  after  the  time  he  has  taken 
to  make  his  men  perfect,  that  his  units 
should  be  disorganised  the  moment 
they  are  wanted.  Even  with  three 
squadrons  of  200  rank  and  file,  each 
cavalry  regiment  is  only  600  strong,  and 
a  brigade  of  three  regiments  amounts 
only  to  1,800  men,  while  in  Continental 
arjnies  the  regiments  consist  of  four 
squadrons  of  200  sabres  each,  or  800  men, 
and  the  brigades  of  2,400  rank  and  file. 
This  means,  on  service,  that  if  patrols 
are  to  be  kept  up  at  equal  strength  at 
night  English  cavalry  soldiers  and  officers 
have  to  do  four  nights  duty  to  their 
opponents'  three   nights.    With  regard 

Lord  Heneage, 


to  the  warrant,  to  which  I  have  referred, 
and  secodding,  I  contend  that  if  officers 
are  to  be  taken  away  from  their  regi- 
ments they  ought  to  be  allowed  to  be 
seconded  as  in  the  infantry.  At  the 
present  moment  there  are  four  com- 
manding officers  of  regiments  on  staff 
or  special  service  duty,  and  nineteen 
majors  away  from  their  regiments; 
but  under  the  warrant  they  are  not 
seconded.  In  the  Navy  any  officer 
who  is  acting  in  a  higher  rank  has  that 
rank  conferred  upon  him  temporarily; 
and,  what  is  more,  his  service  in  that 
higher  rank  counts  to  him  for  service 
when  he  attains  that  rank  in  the  Navy. 
I  do  not  see  why  the  same  should  not  be 
done  in  the  Army.  At  any  rate,  cavahy 
and  artillery  colonels  and  majors  ought 
not  to  be  treated  differently  from  infantry 
colonels  and  majors. 

Now,  my  Lords,  before  I  conclude  1 
should  like  to  say  one  word  with  refer- 
ence to  stoppages  in  the  cavalry.  I 
consider  all  stoppages  a  great  mistake 
They  cause  irritation  and  a  sense  of 
injustice,  and  prevent  soldiers  being 
"  recruiting  agents  "  when  on  furlough. 
Lord  Hah  burton  put  the  stoppages  the 
other  day  at  Is.  6d.  per  week,  but  I 
think  they  are  a  great  deal  nearer  2s. 
in  the  cavalry.  I  was  very  glad  to  see 
that  the  Dawkin  Commission,  in  the 
very  able  Report  they  issued,  condemned 
stoppages  as  neither  economic  nor  wise. 
To  my  mind  the  stoppages  in  respect  to 
barrack  damages  are  the  worst  and 
most  unfair — they  are  almost  a  swindle. 
The  soldiers  of  the  regiment  going  out 
are  called  upon  to  pay  to  the  regiment 
coming  in  the  cost  price  for  repairs. 
One  half  of  the  things  paid  for  are  in 
good  tenantable  repair,  but  the  men  going 
into  the  barracks  know  that  if  they  pass 
these  things  they  will  be  charged  against 
them  when  they  go  out,  and  in  order  to 
make  certain  that  things  shall  be  replaced 
they  are  further  damaged.  There  is 
another  matter  which  is  peculiar  to 
the  cavalry,  and  which  prevents  a  great 
many  non-commissioned  officers  ex- 
tending their  service — namely,  that, 
except  in  the  higher  grade,  promotion 
is  too  often  loss  of  income.  For  instance, 
a  corporal  cleans  his  horse,  but  a  lance 
sergeant,  who  gets  no  more  pay,  is  not 
allowed  to  do  so,  as  he  has  other  ro- 
sponsibihties,    and   he    has   to   pay    6s. 
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per  month  for  the  horse  being  cleaned. 
If  the  lance-sergeant  is  not  allowed  to 
clean  his  horse,  and  is  not  given  any 
more  pay  on  his  promotion,  then  the 
Government  ought  to  find  some  way  of 
having  his  horse  cleaned  without  de- 
ducting money  from  his  pay.  I  will 
now  conclude  by  asking  the  two  questions 
which  stand  in  my  name  on  the  Paper. 
I  do  not  desire  now  to  enter  into  the 
question  of  the  neglect  of  the  cavalry 
before  the  war.  I  give  Mr.  Brodrick 
e?ery  credit  for  the  statesmanlike  courage 
he  has  shown,  and  I  wish  his  scheme 
every  success ;  but  I  do  ask  for  some 
assurance  that  the  kaleidoscopic  changes 
of  establishment  in  the  Order  of  last 
year  will  not  be  allowed  to  prevail,  and 
that  the  whole  question  of  cavalry 
establishments  of  the  future,  including 
the  objectionable  and  unfair  warrant  to 
which  I  have  alluded,  shall  have  the 
further  consideration  of  Lord  Roberts 
and  of  those  distinguished  cavalry 
officers  who  are  really  up-to-date  in  the 
matter,  which  the  Adjutant-General's 
office  is  certainly  not. 

*The  under  secretary  of 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (Lord  Raglan): 
My  Lords,  I  can  assure  my  noble  friend 
that  although  there  was  no  specific 
mention  made  of  the  cavalry  in  the 
speech  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  to  which  he  has  referred,  yet  there 
is  not  the  least  intention  to  neglect 
the  mounted  branches  of  the  Service. 
The  question  of  estabUshments  is  not  a 
very  easy  one,  because  cavalry  regiments 
have  so  many  different  duties  to  perform 
in  different  parts  of  the  world.  It  is 
quite  true  that  estabUshments  to  the 
number  of  no  less  than  six  were  laid 
down  in  the  Order  of  1900,  but,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  there  always  have  been 
the  same  number  of  establishments  in 
the  British  cavalry.  There  is  the  Indian 
establishment,  the  Colonial  establish- 
ment— namely,  the  regiments  serving  in 
Xatal  or  Cape  Colony — the  Egyptian 
establishment,  and  the  Home  estabHsh- 
ment.  The  origin  of  the  extra  squadron 
was  as  follows  : — ^The  cavalry  on  the 
lower  establishment  had  the  duty  of 
finding  drafts  for  India,  and  when  the 
revised  warrant  was  issued  there  were 
no  cavalry  regiments  in  the  country  on 
the  lower  estabUshment,  and  an  extra 


3&6 

squadron  was  therefore  added  to  the 
regiments  on  the  higher  estabUshmenta 
The  total  cavalry  of  all  ranks  in  the 
Vote  for  1901  was  19,586  men  for  the 
cavalry,  and  that  included  household 
cavalry,  cavalry  of  the  Une,  and  the 
cavalry  depot  at  Canterbury.  This 
number,  as  your  Lordships  are  aware, 
has  been  very  considerably  exceeded  by 
the  demands  of  the  war  in  South  Africa. 
At  this  moment  the  number  of  cavalry 
actually  effective  and  with  the  colours 
is  something  hke  13,000  men  in  excess 
of  the  establishment.  The  number  of 
cavalry  estimated  for  in  1902  was  22,365, 
but,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  figures  I  have 
given,  the  actual  number  at  present  is 
very  considerably  in  excess  of  that,  and 
the  excess  over  the  normal  estabhshment 
will  naturally  be  paid  for  out  of  the 
War  Vote.  Your  Lordships  will  see, 
therefore,  that  the  War  Office  are  quite 
ahve  to  the  necessity  of  providing  for 
an  additional  number  of  mounted  men. 
It  is  quite  possible  that  still  further 
increases  will  be  necessary,  and  that 
question,  which  is  bound  up  with  ques- 
tions of  barrack  accommodation,  is  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief. 

I  must  again  remind  your  Lordships 
that  we  are  still  engaged  in  a  war  which 
demands  the  presence  in  South  Africa  of 
a  very  large  part  of  the  Army,  and  that 
the  duty  of  providing  the  necessities  of 
the  moment  is  an  exceedingly  heavy  one. 
In  consequence  of  that,  as  I  have  before 
pointed  out  to  your  Lordships,  many  of 
the  details  of  the  permanent  establish- 
ment have  been  left  over  for  future 
consideration.  To  the  best  of  my  recol- 
lection the  cavalry  details  in  our  army 
corps  are  considerably  in  excess  of  those 
in  Continental  armies.  The  question  as 
to  the  seconding  of  cavalry  officers  is  one 
that  will  come  under  consideration  with 
the  question  of  establishment,  not  only 
as  affecting  the  cavalry,  but  throughout 
the  Army,  and  I  trust  the  whole  subject 
will  be  dealt  with  before  long,  though  at 
present  I  cannot  give  the  House  any 
definite  information. 

*The  Earl  of  CORK  and  ORRERY : 
I  do  not  wish  to  prolong  this  debate, 
but  there  is  one  point  in  the  answer 
of  the  noble  and  gallant  Lord  which,  to 
my    mind,    is     notp.g.^|f|f^c5;Qj^gl|^ 
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stated  that  we  had  a  very  large  number 
of  mounted  men,  but  my  idea  of  a 
mounted  man  is  a  man  who  has  a  horsa 
I  gather,  from  what  I  have  been 
told,  that  in  most  cavalry  regiments 
there  are  not  enough  horses  for  the 
men.  The  diflficulties  we  have  experi- 
enced of  obtaining  well-trained  horses  in 
good  condition  should  have  induced 
serious  consideration  of  this  subject  at 
the  War  Office,  and  I  regret  that  I  did 
not  hear  my  noble  friend  allude  to  that 
as  a  matter  which  was  not  being  lost 
sight  of.  At  this  moment  there  would 
be  no  great  difficulty  in  getting  horses, 
but  if  we  put  it  oflf  till  the  last  moment 
we  shall  naturally  have  to  pay  a  great 
deal  more  for  them,  and  not  get  such 
suitable  horses.  There  may  be  difficulty 
in  some  places  in  finding  stabUng  accom- 
modation, but  I  think  that  in  many 
camps  the  horses  might  be  left  in  the 
open  air.  I  hope  this  matter  will  receive 
consideration,  and  that  we  shall  never 
again  be  in  the  same  difficulty  as  we 
were  eighteen  months  ago,  when  regi- 
ments of  Imperial  Yeomanry  had  to  find 
horses  on  their  arrival  in  South  Africa. 

*LoRD  RAGLAN :  I  am  pleased  to  be 
able  to  inform  the  noble  Earl  that  a 
Committee,  presided  over  by  Lord  Stan- 
ley, is  now  engaged  in  talang  evidence 
upon  and  discussing  the  whole  question 
of  remounts. 

LAND  PURCHASE  IN  IRELAND. 

The  Marquess  of  WATERFORD  : 
My  Lords,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor of  Ireland  whether  he  can  supply 
the  House  with  any  information  as  to  the 
working  and  progress  of  State-aided  land 
purchase  in  Ireland  during  the  last  five 
years ;  and  whether  he  will  give  any 
statistics  showing  the  scope  of  the  opera- 
tions under  Section  40  of  the  Irish  Land 
Act  of  1896.  I  am  sure  there  are  many 
in  this  House  who  will  listen  tothe  answer 
of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  with 
considerable  interest.  Although  volun- 
tary purchase  in  Ireland  has  lately  re- 
ceived a  check  owing  to  certain  drastic 
and  revolutionary  measures,  at  any  rate 
in  some  parts  of  Ireland,  it  will  be  inte- 
resting to  learn  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord,  sales  of  land 
in  Ireland  are  going  on  as  satisfactorily 
as  he  could  wish.    The  excellent  bargains 
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which  lie  within  the  reach  of  agricultural 
tenants  in  Ireland  through  this  system 
cannot  be  too  widely  known. 

*The  lord  chancellor  of  IRE- 
LAND  (Lord  Ashbourne)  :  My  Lords, 
I  am  very  glad  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  giving  my  noble  friend  the  informa- 
tion he  asks  upon  this  subject,  which  in 
importance  is  second  to  none  in  Ireland 
I  am  happy  to  say  the  system  of  State- 
aided  purchase  is  proceeding  with  vigour 
and  success.  Your  Lordships  will  not 
want  from  me  a  detailed  statement 
of  the  long  purchase  code  of  Ireland  and 
the  numerous  attempts  that  have  been 
made  to  apply  it  with  success.  The 
Land  Commission  is  the  body  mainly 
working  the  system,  although  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Land  Court  under  Mr.  Justice 
Ross  are  entitled  to  prominent  notice. 
In  1897  the  Fry  Commission  found  the 
system  was  not  working  very  vigorously, 
the  Act  of  1896  had  not  come  into  full 
operation,  and  the  figures  were  compara- 
tively low.  In  1897  the  applications 
were  2,787,  whereas  last  year  they  reached 
the  immense  figure  of  6,157,  and  they 
were  higher  the  year  before.  The  Fry 
Commission  applied  itself  to  the  subject, 
and  made  various  recommendations  for 
facilitating  and  accelerating  purchase 
procedure.  Several  of  those  recommenda- 
tions the  Land  Commission  have  adopted. 
One  in  working  by  the  simple  process 
of  fiat  in  suitable  cases  instead  of  by  the 
more  complicated  machinery  of  vesting 
order  ;  another,  dispensing  with  inspec- 
tion in  proper  cases  ;  another,  dispensing 
with  statements  of  facts  in  certain  cases 
for  apportionment  of  superior  interests; 
then,  again,  the  distribution  of  purchase 
money  under  the  simple  machinery 
of  the  Land  Court  itself  rather  than 
by  the  more  elaborate  procedure  of  the 
High  Court ;  another,  dispensing  with 
extracts  from  original  patents ;  and, 
further,  the  Land  Commission  have  given 
express  notification  that  those  engaged 
in  valuation  with  a  view  to  purchase 
should,  while  taking  into  account  the 
tenant's  interest,  bear  in  mind  the 
security  of  the  landlord's  interest. 

The  Earl  of  MAYO :  With  regard 
to  dispensing  with  extracts  from  original 
patents,  may  I  ask  for  an  explanation  ? 
Does  it  mean ,  . 
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*L0BD  ASHBOURNE:  I  think  it 
would  be  better  that  I  should  give  the 
noble  £arl  any  explanation  afterwards  in 
private.  I  think  the  adoption  of  these 
recommendations  shows  that  the  Land 
Commission  is  alive  to  the  desirability 
of  doing  everything  possible  to  smooth 
the  path  of  land  purchase.  Of  course  a 
Bill,  which  I  hope  may  receive  the  atten- 
tion of  Parliament,  will  be  necessary  for 
further  facilities,  but  meantime  it  is  im- 
portant to  notice  the  steps  that  have  been 
taken.  The  figures  with  reference  to 
the  applications  to  the  Land  Commission 
under  the  Purchase  Acts  are :  In 
1897,  2,787  ;  in  1898,  6,513  ;  in  1899, 
6,644;  in  1900,  6,911  ;  and  in  1901, 
6,157.  The  slight  falling  in  the  last  year 
I  have  heard  attributed  to  the  fall  in  the 
price  of  land  stock,  and  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  is  the  explanation.  The 
amount  of  advances  shows  encouraging 
progress.  In  1897  they  were  £515,252  ; 
in  1898  they  increased  to  £869,000  odd, 
while  in  the  following  year,  1899,  they 
increased  more  than  double,  to 
£1,766,000  odd;  in  1900  they  were 
£1,454,011  ;  and  in  1901,  £1,958,357. 
These  figures  show  steady  progress  of  the 
operation  of  State-aided  land  purchase 
in  Ireland.  Between  April  1,  1897,  and 
March  31,  1901,  loans  were  also  issued 
under  the  Act  of  1896  to  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  to  the  amount  of 
£356,726. 

The  figures  I  have  given  refer  to  the 
Land  Commission.  As  to  the  Land 
Court,  it  should  be  remembered  by 
anyone  who  wishes  to  form  a  just  view 
of  its  work  that  it  has  two  sets  of  opera- 
tions. It  is  the  successor  of  the  old 
Encumbered  Estates  Court,  and  com- 
prises all  the  agencies  to  be  found 
in  Ireland  for  the  sale  of  all  classes 
oi  encumbered  estates,  on  the  applica- 
tion of  either  the  owners  or  the  encum- 
brancers. The  court  having  to  give 
an  indefeasible  title  to  purchasers, 
supreme  care  has  to  be  taken  to  sell 
the  right  land  to  the  right  man.  You 
cannot  unduly  hurry  such  a  process  as 
that,  and  many  of  the  charges  made 
against  the  methods  of  the  Court  are 
due  to  the  immense  care  necessary  to 
see  that  no  mistake  is  made.  Mr.  Justice 
Ross  is  full  of  vigour  and  energy,  and  ap- 
plies himself  to  the  performance  of  all 

his  duties    with    great    determination, 


but  he  naturally  has  to  be  fully  alive  to 
the  responsibilities  of  his  position.  Sales 
under  Section  40  of  the  Act  of  1896  are  a 
matter  of  great  importance.  The  section 
is  now  in  vigorous  operation.  The 
advances  made  in  the  court  during  the 
last  five  years,  under  what  I  may  call  the 
voluntary  jurisdiction  of  the  Court,  led 
to  sales  amounting  to  £843,310,  and 
under  Section  40  of  the  Act  of  1896  the 
sales  reached  £540,123  ;  in  other  words, 
the  Land  Court  under  Mr.  Justice  Ross 
has  sold,  in  the  period  I  have  referred 
to,  the  large  aggregate  of  £1,383,435. 
These  figures  show  that  the  land  purchase 
system  as  at  present  constituted  is  work- 
ing efficiently  and  vigorously,  and  that  we 
may  expect  its  continued  progress  and 
development.  Mr.  Justice  Ross  told  mo 
that  he  understood  something  had  been 
said  to  the  effect  that  the  receivers  were 
causing  delay  in  his  Court,  but  he  assured 
me  that  these  officers  were  working 
extremely  well  and  that  he  had  no  cause 
for  complaint. 

The  Earl  of  MAYO:  My  Lords, 
what  the  Fry  Commission  said  with 
regard  to  the  Land  Commission  was  that 
they  were  too  strict  trustees  of  the 
Treasury,  and  that  it  was  very  difficult, 
although  the  tenant  and  the  landlord 
had  agreed  to  the  price  of  the  land,  to 
get  the  Land  Commission  to  advance  the 
money.  With  regard  to  the  Land 
Court,  we  know  that  Mr.  Justice  Ross 
is  doing  his  utmost  to  reUeve  the  con- 
gestion in  that  court,  but  the  difficulty 
is  that  proving  title  is  a  very  lengthy  and 
expensive  business.  I  thank  the  Lord 
Chancellor  for  the  statement  he  has  made 
and  the  useful  figures  he  has  given. 

SOUTH    AFRICAN    WAR-REFUGEE 
CAMPS. 

*LORD  WINDSOR:  My  Lords,  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  an  article  on  the  Boer  refugee 
camp  at  Howick,  Natal,  appearing  in  the 
July  number  of  the  Empire  Review,  and 
signed  H.  S.  Caldecott  (civil  com- 
mandant) ;  whether  the  regulations 
governing  this  camp  are  rightly  set  out 
by  Mr.  Caldecott ;  whether  similar  regu- 
lations are  in  force  at  other  refugee 
camps  in  South  Africa  ;  and  whether,  in 
view  of  the  conflicting  accounts  from 
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individual  sources,  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment will  consider  the  advisability  of 
publishing  as  a  Parliamentary  Paper  an 
official  statement  as  to  the  conditions 
prevailing  at  each  Boer  refugee  camp. 
The  object  I  have  in  view  in  asking  this 
question  is,  if  possible,  to  obtain  an 
authoritative  statement  of  the  true  facts 
regarding  the  condition  and  administra- 
tion of  the  Boer  refugee  camps  in  South 
Africa.  The  report  of  Miss  Hobhouse, 
sent  to  the  Committee  of  the  South 
African  Distress  Fund,  has  been  pub- 
lished for  some  weeks,  and  been  very 
much  commented  upon.  I  do  not 
intend  to  make  any  attack  whatever  on 
Miss  Hobhouse.  I  am  sure  she  has  acted 
from  the  highest  motives  in  visiting 
these  camps,  and  it  is  evident  that  she 
was  profoundly  touched  by  the  sufferings 
she  witnessed.  But  she  does  not  seem  to 
have  considered  whether,  under  the 
conditions  of  war,  it  was  not  inevitable 
that  much  suffering  should  follow  in  its 
train,  or  whether,  under  those  conditions, 
the  persons  in  these  refugee  camps  were 
better  or  worse  off  than  if  left  in  their 
homes  in  a  country  more  or  less  devas- 
tated by  military  operations. 

It  is  not  of  Miss  Hobhouse  that  I  com- 
plain. But  I  deplore  the  use  which  has 
been  made  of  Miss  Hobhouse's  report  by 
certain  persons,  both  in  the  press  and 
elsewhere,  who  thought  it  consistent 
with  patriotism  and  a  sense  of  justice  to 
their  fellow-countrymen  who  are  ad- 
ministering these  camps  to  make  extracts 
from  the  report  setting  forth  the  worst 
possible  view  of  the  conditions  of  the 
camps,  and  carefully  excluding  certain 
qualifications  which  Miss  Hobhouse  her- 
self mentioned.  This  is  bad  enough  if  it 
is  only  for  the  ears  of  English  people, 
who  can  weigh  the  merits  of  this  particu- 
lar form  of  attack  against  His  Majesty's 
Government  in  regard  to  our  military 
operations  ;  but  it  becomes  much  worse 
when  such  things  are  read  by  people  in 
foreign  countries,  who  are  very  often  not 
friendly  disposed  towards  us,  and  who 
certainly,  however  wilHng  they  might  be, 
have  not  the  opportunity  of  sifting  the 
matter  to  the  bottom.  I  have  in  my 
question  drawn  attention  to  some  evi- 
dence which  I  think  tells  on  the  other 
side — namely,  the  article  by  Mr.  Calde- 
cott.  But  there  is  other  and  indepen- 
dent testimony.     About   ten   days   ago 

Lord  JFindiw. 


Mr.  Rose  Innes,  whose  name,  I  think, 
will  command  respect  from  all  sides, 
referred,  in  the  course  of  a  speech,  to  the 
refugee  camps,  and  with  your  Lordships' 
permission  I  will  read  a  short  extract 
Mr.  Rose  Innes  said — 

"  At  the  end  of  last  year  I  approached  the 
general  commanding  officer  at  Cape  Town  and 
requested  him  to  obtain  from  the  officers  in 
charge  of  various  camps  a  report  upon  the  state 
of  those  camps,  because  it  is  just  as  well  when 
you  discuss  a  question  to  have  both  sides  before 
you.  Sir  Forrestier  Walker  was  good  enough 
to  obtain  these  reports,  and  I  saw  them  all. 
I  would  submit  those  reports  to  any  unpre- 
judiced or  even  prejudiced  man,  and  saj, 
*  Have  not  the  men  in  charge  of  those  camps 
done  their  very  best  to  minimise  the  inevitaDle 
hardships  which  children  placed  in  those  cam^ 
must  undergo?*  Not  only  have  we  their 
word,  but  we  have,  annexed  to  these  reports, 
reports  from  Afrikanders  themselves.'* 

Mr.  Rose  Innes  quoted  two  letters — one 
from  a  Boer  commandant  (H.  AJberts), 
in  which  he  said, writing  to  Major  Walter, 
at  Boxsburg — 

**  I  must  express  to  you  and  other  officers  of 
Boxsburg  my  heartfelt  thanks  for  the  great 
kindness  shown  towards  my  wife,  and  at  the 
same  time  for  the  message,  and  I  hope  that 
this  kindness  may  some  time  be  repaid  to  you. 
May  I  and  you  lie  spared  to  have  a  personal 
meeting." 

The  other  was  a  letter  signed  by  A.  P- 
Vands,  the  secretary  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Churches  in 
Johannesburg,  and  addressed  to  Captain 
Snowden,  as  follows — 

"I  am  directed  by  the  committee  of  the 
Dutch  Reformed  Churches  here  to  convey  to 
you  the  appreciation  of  the  committee  for  the 
kindly  interest  and  S3rmpathy  shown  by  you  to 
the  women  and  children  under  your  charge; 
also  to  thank  you  for  your  courtesy  to  mem- 
bers of  the  committee,  and  for  your  co-opera- 
tion in  the  committee's  endeavours  to  lighten 
their  present  sad  condition." 

There  is  only  one  other  witness  I  will 
quote,  and  to  my  mind  his  is  striking 
testimony.  In  a  letter  which  appeared 
in  the  Cape  Times  on  the  5th  of  May,  Mr. 
J.  F.  Siebert,  for  twelve  years  a  Govern- 
ment officer  of  the  late  Orange  Free 
State,  said — 

**  I  recently  visited  most  of  the  camps,  and 
can  only  express  my  deep  gratitude  to  the 
military  authorities  for  their  kind  and  con- 
siderate treatment  If  the  British  have  erred 
at  all,  they  have  done  so  in  displaying  too 
much  magnanimity  and  consideration  to  their 
enemies ;  else  the  war  might  long  have  been 
over." 
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We  seenx  to  have  drifted  into  this  incon- 1 
gruoiis  position — ^that  while,  on  the  one  I 
hand,  Boers  are  writing  letters  thanking  \ 
us  for  the  treatment  their  own  people  have 
received,  there  are,  on  the  other  hand, 
certain  persons  at  home  who  say  that  these 
Boers  are  quite  mistaken  ;  that  we  are 
really  the  most  inhuman  people  in  tHe 
world,  and  a  disgrace  to  civilisation.  It 
is  not  for  me  to  say  what  is  the  right 
method  to  adopt  to  obtain  information, 
but  I  hope  it  may  be  possible  for  the 
Government  to  appoint  a  commission, 
including  ladies,  to  visit  the  camps  and 
report  upon  their  condition.  Before  we 
apportion  any  praise  or  blame  to  those 
responsible  we  ought  to  know  the  full 
facts,  and  I  believe  that  if  full  informa- 
tion is  obtained  it  will  be  shown  that 
this  country  has  set  an  example  of 
humanity  in  conducting  war  which  has 
not  been  set  by  any  combatant  in  any 
previous  war. 

*L0RD  RAGLAN:  My  Lords,  I  will 
answer  the  questions  of  my  noble  friend 
to  the  best  of  my  ability,  but  I  am  afraid 
it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  give  definite 
information  on  all  the  points  raised. 
There  is  a  large  number  of  these  con- 
centration camps,  separated  by  large 
areas — some  are  in  the  newly  conquered 
colonies,  some  in  Natal,  and  one  is  on  the 
coast-Une  in  Cape  Colony — and  they  are 
of  different  sizes,  and  contain  different 
classes  of  inhabitants.  For  these  reasons 
it  has  been  found  impossible  to  frame 
cut-and-dried  regulations  which  could 
be  applied  to  all  the  camps.  Rules  that 
would  be  useful  and  necessary  in  one 
camp  woqld  in  all  probability  be  un- 
necessary and  possibly  harmful  in 
another.  This  is  one  of  the  chief  reasons 
for  the  discrepancies  to  which  my  noble 
friend  has  alluded  in  the  accounts  of  the 
various  people  who  have  seen  the^e 
different  camps ;  and  1  have  no  doubt 
myself  that  the  discrepancies  are  still 
further  exaggerated  by  the  personal 
equation.  It  is  a  truism  that  no  two 
persons  see  the  same  thing  in  the  same 
Daanner,  and  therefore  we  cannot  expect 
a  number  of  people  going  to  different 
camps  to  describe  them  in  the  same 
way. 

My  difficulty  in  dealing  with  this 
complicated  question  is  increased  by  the 
fact  that  we  are  not  in  possession  of  full 
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information.  I  should  like  to  remind 
your  Lordships  that  throughout  this 
war  it  has  always  been  the  policy  of  the 
Government  togive  to  the  local  authorities 
in  South  Africa,  whether  military,  civil, 
or  ^wa5i-civil,  as  much  freedom  as 
possible,  because  they  alone  are  in  posses- 
sion of  the  facts,  and. can  form  a  sound 
judgment.  It  is  obvious  that  it  would 
very  considerably  hamper  them  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties  if  we  continually 
demanded  from  them  a  detailed  running 
commentary  on  all  their  actions.  The 
writing  of  elaborate  reports  has  been 
strongly  protested  against  by  Mr.  Daw- 
kins 's  Committee,  and  if  that  practice  is 
unnecessary  and  harmful  in  peace  time, 
it  must  be  more  unnecessary  and  harmful 
in  time  of  war.  The  Government  have 
no  desire  to  suppress  any  information  in 
regard  to  the  refugee  camps.  On  the 
contrary,  they  are  thoroughly  in  earnest 
in  their  desire  to  have  as  complete  know- 
ledge of  this  matter  as  possible.  I  am 
able  to  inform  my  noble  friend  that  one 
of  his  suggestions  has  been  anticipated, 
and  that  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
is  now  engaged  in  forming  a  committee 
of  ladies  who  will  shortly  go  out  and 
visit  the  camps  and  report  on  their  con- 
dition. The  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
hopes  to  be  in  a  position  to  publish  the 
names  of  these  ladies  in  the  course  of  a 
few  days.  The  camp  at  Port  Elizabeth 
is  a  small  one,  containing  twenty  men 
and  330  women,  and  I  am  glad  to  be  able 
to  report  that  it  is  very  healthy.  It  is 
apparently  run  by  militaiy  officers,  and 
is  in  charge  of  a  matron.  The  camps  at 
Howick  and  Maritzburg  are  under  civil 
commandants,  and  those  in  the  Trans- 
vaal and  Orange  River  Colony  under 
camp  superintendents,  with  matrons, 
storekeepers,  medical  officers,  and  clerks. 
The  nature  of  the  shelter  depends  on 
circumstances.  Where  no  brick  build- 
ings are  available  marquees  and  bell  tents 
or  huts  are  used.  The  regulations 
governing  Howick  Camp,  into  which 
Mr.  Caldecott  went  in  some  detail,  have 
not  yet  reached  us,  and  we  are  not  aware 
whether  the  same  regulations  obtain  at 
other  camps,  but  I  imagine  myself  that 
they  would  probably  differ  in  different 
places.  Much  must  be  left  to  the  indi- 
vidual discretion  of  the  superintendents 
and  commandants. 
Looking  at  the  regulations  as  stated 
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in  Mr.  Caldecott's  article,  they  seem  to 
me,  from  a  general  point  of  view,  to  carry 
out  the  principles  of  organisation  and 
discipline  which  are  necessary  for  such 
camps.  The  refugees  are  not  regarded 
as  prisoners  of  war,  but  are  permitted  to 
frequent  the  nearest  town  with  passes, 
which  are  freely  given  wherever  it  is 
possible.  Whenever  the  authorities  have 
proof  that  the  refugee  is  a  reliable  person, 
who  can  either  support  himself  or  can 
go  to  friends  who  are  in  a  position  to 
support  him,  he  is  permitted  to  leave 
the  camp  and  reside  with  them,  or  by 
himself  in  the  town,  but  he  is  not  allowed 
to  leave  the  camp  in  order  to  starve  on 
the  veldt.  With  regard  to  rations,  no 
distinction  is  drawn  between  those  whose 
husbands  are  still  out  on  commando  and 
the  rest.  They  receive  the  same  rations 
as  the  British  soldiers,  and  we  are  assured 
by  Lord  Kitchener  that  the  refugees, 
from  a  material  point  of  view,  are  satisfied 
and  comfortable.  There  were  complaints 
at  first  in  various  quarters  as  to  the 
quality  of  the  rations.  In  some  cases  it 
is  possible,  even  probable,  they  were 
not  all  that  could  be  desired.  The  diffi- 
culties of  transport,  as  your  Lordships 
are  aware,  were  great,  but  these  have 
now  been  overcome.  The  presence  of  a 
large  number  of  children  in  the  camps 
rendered  the  question  of  rations  a  very 
difficult  one.  Milk  was  a  great  difficulty, 
but  condensed  milk  is  now  being  supplied. 
Medical  attention  is  provided  by  the  atten- 
dance of  a  doctor,  matron,  and  certified 
nurse,  and  ministers  of  religion  are 
allowed  to  have  access  to  the  camps. 
In  the  Orange  River  Colony  the  ministers 
receive  pay  for  their  ministrations. 
There  were  certain  of  these  ministers 
who  preached  poHtics  under  the  guise 
of  religion,  and  these  men  have  had, 
naturally,  to  be  excluded.  Relations 
are  allowed  to  visit  the  camps,  though, 
of  course,  wherever  possible,  families  are 
accommodated  in  the  same  camp. 
Schools  have  been  established  wherever 
possible  for  the  education  of  the  children. 
With  regard  to  the  mortality  in  the 
camps,  of  which  we  have  heard  so  much, 
the  death-rate  for  the  month  ended 
30th  June  was  as  follows  : — In  Natal, 
with  901  men,  1,902  women,  and  5,037 
children,  the  deaths  were  5  men,  15 
women,  and  84  children  ;  in  Cape  Colony, 
with  31  men,  85  women,  and  274  chil- 

Lord  Raglan. 


dren,  there  were  no  deaths ;  in  the 
Orange  River  Colony,  with  5,116  men, 
9,646  women,  and  17,953  children,  the 
deaths  were  32  men,  75  women,  and 
182  children ;  and  in  the  Transvaal, 
with  8,576  men,  16,078  women,  and 
19,811  children,  the  deaths  were  26 
men,  48  women,  and  310  children.  So 
that,  with  a  total  of  14,624  men,  27,711 
women,  and  43,075  children,  the  deaths 
were  63  men,  138  women,  and  576 
children.  With  regard  to  the  coloured 
inmates,  in  Natal,  with  7  men,  2  women, 
and  11  children,  there  were  no  deaths; 
in  the  Orange  River  Colony,  with  2,076 
men,  7,313  women,  and  11, 201* children, 
there  were  no  deaths,  and  in  the  Trans- 
vaal, with  244  men,  800  women,  and 
1,835  children,  there  were  5  deaths. 
The  mortality  at  one  time  was  very  great 
in  some  of  these  camps,  especially  in  the 
Transvaal,  though  I  am  glad  to  say  it 
is  steadily  decreasing.  However  much 
we  regret  it,  I  think  your  Lordships  will 
see  that,  in  the  circumstances,  it  was 
inevitable  that  the  death  rate  at  first 
should  be  considerable.  A  large  number 
of  these  refugees  were  in  bad  health 
when  they  arrived  at  the  camps,  and 
were  sufi'ering  from  diseases,  brought  on 
chiefly  by  hard  fare  and  want  of  luxuries. 
Large  numbers  of  them  have  the  most 
elementary  ideas  of  sanitation,  and  it  was 
with  great  difficulty  that  they  could  be 
induced  to  ventilate  their  tents  and 
huts,  and  give  up  a  great  many  insanitary 
practices  to  which  they  had  been  addicted. 
Again,  some  of  them,  I  am  informed, 
from  a  morbid  dread  of  illness,  constantly 
took  medicine  which  laid  them  open  to 
disease.  Much  as  we  regret — and  we  do 
most  deeply  regret — the  mortality  which 
ensued  on  this  state  of  things,  yet  we 
think,  having  regard  to  the  only  alterna- 
tive which  faced  these  people,  concentra- 
tion was  the  most  charitable  course  to 
adopt,  and  the  one  most  desirable  from 
the  point  of  view  of  military  operations. 

*Earl  spencer  :  My  Lords,  I  do  not 
rise  to  say  more  than  a  few  words  on 
this  exceedingly  painful  subject.  There 
can  be  no  question  that  the  information 
which  came  to  England  in  one  form  or 
another  with  regard  to  these  concen- 
tration camps  excited  very  keen  feeling. 
Profound  compassion  has  been  felt  for 
the  unfortunate    women    and  children 
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tkere,  who  have  no  doubt  suffered  very 
largely.  I  do  not,  therefore,  share  the 
▼iew  which  I  understood  the  noble  Lord 
to  take,  that  attention  should  not  have 
been  called  to  this  very  serious  subject. 
I  quite  understand  that  in  war  military 
necessities  must  arise,  but  I  sometimes 
wonder  whether  a  general,  when  the 
military  necessity  faces  him,  always 
looks  sufficiently  forward — whether  he 
balances  the  immediate  advantage  which 
he  may  gain  by  a  particular  course  of 
action,  and  its  results  in  a  more  distant 
future.  No  doubt  the  results  may  at 
first  be  good,  though  we  have  not  as  yet 
heard  whether  any  very  good  results 
have  followed  from  the  policy  in  this  case; 
but  whatever  else  may  have  happened, 
a  terrible  amount  of  ill-feeling  ana  suffer- 
ing must  have  arisen.  This  undertaking 
was  on  an  enormous  scale.  I  think  that 
at  first  the  Government  and  those  who 
had  charge  of  the  work  hardly  realised 
the  enormous  extent  to  which  this  neces- 
sity would  develop ;  and  I  rather  doubt 
whether  sufficient  arrangements  were  at 
I  first  made  to  meet  the  necessities  which 
I  must  arise  from  bringing  together  this 
great  number  of  women  and  children 
j  in  concentration  camps.  I  am  glad 
to  learn  that  material  improvements 
and  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  people  in  the  camps.  For 
instance,  it  has  been  stated  that  some  of 
the  families  were  put  on  a  different 
footing  from  others  as  regards  rations 
because  their  husbands  and  brothers 
were  engaged  in  warfare.  That  I  think 
has  now  been  remedied,  and  everybody 
must  rejoice  that  that  has  been  done. 
I  am  glad  to  hear  that  doctors  and  nurses 
have  been  sent  out  to  mitigate  the  diffi- 
culties which  have  to  be  faced  in  these 
vast  camps.  I  rejoice  to  hear  what  the 
noUe  and  gallant  Lord  said  as  to  sending 
out  a  Committee  to  visit  all  these  camps. 
I  share  what  has  been  said  in  regard  to 
exaggerated  statements.  There  may  have 
been  exaggerated  statements  on  this 
subject,  and  I  deprecate  such  statements. 
I  fed  sure  that  nearly  everybody  in  this 
country  attributes  the  utmost  humanity 
and  kindness  to  those  who  have  charge 
of  these  camps.  I  certainly  do,  and  I 
should  be  very  sorry  if  any  words  in  the 
press  and  elsewhere  led  to  a  contrary 
opinion.  I  sincerely  trust  that  the  Govern- 
ment  will    watch    most    carefully    this 


policy  of  concentrating  the  people  in 
camps,  and  will  diminish  it  as  fast  as  they 
can.  I  am  not  going  to  argue  that  it  was 
not  necessary,  but  the  ill-feeling  arising 
from  the  suffering  entailed  may  do  a 
great  deal  of  harm  and  retard  a  possible 
settlement  in  the  future. 

EDUCATION— MINUTE  OF  3rd  JULY. 

Lord  REAY  :  My  Lords,  in  rising  to 
move  the  resolution  standing  in  my 
name  disapproving  of  the  Minute  of 
the  Board  of  Education,  dated  3rd  July, 
1901,  establishing  regulations  for  evening 
schools  and  classes,  I  wish  first  of  all  to 
make  a  preliminary  observation  with 
regard  to  the  judgment  which  has  created 
such  a  stir.  It  is  generally  thought  that 
that  judgment  convicted  school  boards 
of  breaking  the  law.  Now,  what  really 
did  happen  was  that  the  interpretation 
given  to  thfe  law  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  was  set  aside  by  the  judges.  On 
two  occasions  the  matter  which  has  now 
been  decided  came  before  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  on  both  occasions 
the  Local  Government  Board  reversed 
the  decision  of  the  district  auditor,  and 
ordered  that  the  school  board  should 
have  the  money  disallowed  by  the 
auditor  placed  to  their  credit.  The  first 
decision  in  what  is  known  as  the  Tot- 
tenham School  Board  case  was  given 
by  Sir  Henry  Fowler  on  2nd  February, 
1893,  and  the  second  by  Mr.  Chaplin 
on  6th  November,  1895.  As  long  as 
those  decisions  were  not  set  aside  it  was 
clear  that  school  boards  were  absolutely 
warranted  in  incurring  expenditure  for 
the  purpose  of  earning  science  and  art 
grants.  It  was  only  after  the  judges 
had  set  aside  those  decisions  that  a  new 
situation  arose.  With  regard  to  the  in- 
struction given  to  adults  in  evening 
continuation  schools,  it  was  fully 
justified  by  the  Code  of  regulations 
issued  by  the  Board  of  Education.  No 
objections  were  ever  raised  by  the  Edu- 
cation Department  to  this  instruction, 
and  in  this  respect  also  the  judgment 
was  directed  not  against  school  boards 
but  against  the  Government  Depart- 
ment which  is  responsible  for  the  pro- 
ceedings of  school  boards.  My  objec- 
tions to  the  Minute  are  that  it  intro- 
duces alterations  in  the  existing  regu- 
lations for  evening  continuation  schools. 
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which  are  not  required  by  the  Cockfer- 
ton     judgment,     and    that     in     some 


teen  years.  The  effect  of  the  fifteen 
years  limit  will,  in  London  alone,  result 
respects  it  runs  counter  to  the  expressed  |  in  the  disqualification  of  126,000  out  of 
opinions  of  the  judges.  The  Master  of  153,000  scholars  in  board  schools,  and 
the  Rolls,  in  his  judgment,  says —  i  in  the  ultimate  extinction  of  the  greater 

'    "  No  objection  in  this  case  is  taken  to  the  ,  part  of  the  schools. 

teaching  by  the  school  board  with  ratepayers'  I  Why  the  subjects  mentioned  n 
money  of  those  things  which  appear  in  the  Articles  2  and  3  of  the  Code  for 
Code.*' 


And  further  on  he  says— 

"  And  for  the  purposes  of  this  case,  but  only 
for  this  case*  it  is  to  be  taken  by  the  admis- 
sion of  the  Attorney  General  that  the  educa- 
tion prescribed  by  the  Whitehall  Code  is 
elementary  education  within  the  meanine  of 
the  Act  of  1870." 


1900  have  been  altered  as  they  have 
been  in  this  Minute  it  is  not  easy  to  ex- 
plain. As  regards  physical  exercises,  we 
were  told  that  they  were  taken  out  be- 
cause they  might  lead  to  abuses.  Surely, 
such  abuses  could  easily  be  put  down  by 
His  Majesty's  inspectors.  I  am  all  the 
more  surprised  at  this  omission,  because 
Therefore,  so  long  as  what  is  taught  in  a  j  in  a  memorandum  recently  issued  by 
public  elementary  school — ^and  an  evening   the    Scottish    Education      Department 


continuation  school  hitherto  was  a  public 
elementary  school — appears  in  the  Code, 


it  is  stated  that  "  certain  subjects,  such 
as  physical  exercises,  miUtary  drill  and 


it  is  held  by  the  judges  to  be  legal.  The  music,  which,  taken  concurrently  with 
Minute  shirks  the  duty  of  clearly  indi-  ■  other  subjects  of  this  Code,  may  be 
eating  what  may  be  taught  in  a.  pubhc  !  expected  to  enlarge  and  raise  the  physical, 
elementary  school,  and  simply  states  in  j  moral,  and  mental  equipment  of  those 
Article  21  that  "  the  instruction  given  |  who  come  within  their  influence."  Why 
in  the  school  must  be  in  accordance  with  in  England  this  physical,  moral,  and 
the  provisions  of  the  Elementary  Educa-  mental  equipment  should  be  withdrawn 
tion  Acts."  And  in  the  memorandum  '  I  cannot  conceive.  In  the  Scotch  Code 
also  it  is  stated  that  grants  will  be  paid  \  these  subjects  are  placed  in  a  sepa- 
**  for  such  part  of  the  instruction  specified  rate  division.  Whereas  the  Code  of 
in  this  Minute  as  may  legally  be  given  in  |  regulations  for  continuation  classes  in 
such  schools."  The  judgment,  on  the  j  Scotland  is  a  very  distinct  step  in 
other  hand,  states  definitely  that  it  is  ^  advance,  this  Minute  is  a  deUberate 
legal  to  teach  whatever  is  embraced  in  |  retrograde  step, 
the  Whitehall  Code.  Whereas  the  judges 
draw  a  clear  line  of  demarcation  between 
tlie  instruction  to  be  given  under  the 
Whitehall  Code  and  under  the  Directory, 
the  Minute  perpetuates  the  confusion 
and  creates  a  fresh  source  of  compUca- 
tions  by  mixing  up  what  the  judges  very 
clearly  indicate  should  be  separated. 

Then,  as  regards  the  limit  of  age,  which 
in  Article  21  (iil)   is   taken    at    fifteen. 


The  regulations  for  evening  con- 
tinuation schools  hitherto  were  the 
same  for  all  schools ;  they  had  all 
to  be  public  elementary  schools  in 
order  to  obtain  the  grant.  This  Minute 
creates  a  new  category  of  schools  not 
carried  on  under  the  Elementary  Educa- 
tion Acts,  and  at  the  same  time  it  is 
proposed  to  give  them  a  Pariiamentary 
grant  under  Article  17.    There  are  two 


there  is  nothing    in   the   judgment   to   |rants-the    Parliamentary    grant   and 


show   that   the   line   should    be   drawn 
there.    Mr.  Justice  Wills  said — 


the  science  and  art  grant.     With  the 
latter  I  am  not  concerned.     I  am  dealing 
**  Practically,  I  suppose  that,  at  somewhere  j  with    the   former   only,    which   is   ear- 
between  sixteen  and  seventeen,  at  the  highest,    marked    for    elementary    education.    It 
an  age  has  been  arrived  at  which  no  one  would    jg  the  grant  mentioned  in  Section  2  of 
ordmarily  call   childhood.'  I  ^^^  Ele„,entary  Education  Act  of  1870. 


It  is  true  that  the  London  School  Board 
obtained  legal  advice  in  favour  of  not 
going  beyond  the  limit  of  fifteen,  but 
it  is  quite  clear  that  this  does  not  prevent 
the  Board  of  Education  from  accepting 


Mr.  Justice  Wills  stated  distinctly  that— 

"  A  Parliamentary  grant  means  (by  Section  2) 
a  grant  made  in  aid  of  an  elementary  school 
out  of  moneys  provided  by  Parliament  for  the 
Civil  Service,  entitled  *  for  public  education  ia 


the  higher  limit  of  Mr.  Justice   Wills- [  2;-}.Srn:tTSiS'fr"?.\iir^I^?rth: 
somewhere    between  sixteen  and  seven-    Science  and  Art  Department,  and  ii  the  fund 
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which  from  its  establishment  has  been  adminis- 
tered by  tiie  Wliitehall  or  Education  Depart- 
ment" 

Now,  by  this  Minute,  we  get  a  new  class 
of  evening  continuation  schools,  which 
are  not  carried  on  under  the  Elementary 
Education  Acts,  but  which  may  give 
elementary  education,  and  which  wiU  get 
the  Parliamentary  grant  of  Article  17 
as  well  as  the  grant  in  the  Directory  of 
Article  20.  To  apply  the  Parliamentary 
grant  for  elementary  instruction  given 
in  a  school  which  is  not  a  pubUc  elemen- 
tary school  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Act  of  1870,  is  certainly  not  in  con- 
formity with  the  judgment  and  with 
the  Act  of  1870.  Section  96  of  the 
Elementary  Education  Act,  1870,  dis- 
tinctly lays  down  that — 

"  After  the  31st  day  of  March,  1871,  no 
Parliamentary  grant  shall  be  made  to  any 
dementary  school  which  is  not  a  public  ele- 
mentary school  within  the    meaning  of   this 

The  Master  of  the  EoUs  stated  very 
clearly  which  voluntary  schools  could 
daim  the  Parliamentary  grant.  These 
are  his  words — 

"The  object  and  meaning  of  the  defi- 
nition clause  *of  an  elementary  school  in 
Section  3  of  the  Education  Act  of  1870,' 
in  my  judgment,  is  that  inasmuch  as 
an  kinds  of  education  were  then  being 
taught  in  these  voluntary  schools,  those 
outside  schools  (I  caU  them),  only  should  come 
within  the  Act  and  derive  the  benefits,  by 
way  of  grants  and  otherwise,  conferred  by  the 
Act,  at  which  elementary  education  was  the 
prbcipal  part  of  the  education  therein  given, 
and,  in  addition,  that  only  those  outside  volun- 
tary schools  should  come  within  the  Act  if  they 
were  schools  at  which  the  ordinary  payments 
therein  in  respect  of  the  instruction  from  each 
scholar  did  not  exceed  9d.  a  week  apiece. 
That  voluntary  schools  are  referred  to  in  the 
Act  of  1870  as  elementary  schools,  in  my 
opinion,  is  apparent  from,  amongst  others, 
Section  23,  Section  12  (2),  Section  9  (2),  and 
Section  7.  The  object,  meaning,  and  scope  of 
the  definition  was  to  select  out  of  these  volun- 
tary schools  those  which  had  these  two  attri- 
butes— namely,  if  the  principal  part  of  its  edu- 
cation was  elementary,  and  also  was  a  school  in 
which  the  scholars  paid  no  more  than  9d. 
apiece  a  week.  If  there  was  not  this  definition 
I  do  not  see  why  all  voluntary  schools 
could  not  have  claimed  the  benefit  of  the 
Act,  no  matter  what  was  their  teaching, 
if  they  conformed  to  the  re(][uirements  of  the 
Act  as  regards  religious  teachmg  and  otherwise. 
This  definition,  in  my  judgment,  instead  of 
being  a  statutory  enactment  that  the  highest 
education  prescribed  by  the  viirectory  should 
be  taught  by  a  board  school  at  the  expense  of 
the  ratepayers,  is  a  definition  whereby  a  limit 


IB  placed  as  to  those  voluntary  schools  which 
should  become  public  elementary  schools  within 
the  Act  of  1870,  and  obtain  its  benefits,  and  in 
my  opimon  this  definition  has  no  such  efi'ect  as- 
that  contended  for  on  behalf  of  the  school 
board." 

According  to  these  words  of  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  the 
Parliamentary  grant  of  the  Education 
Act  of  1870  can  only  be  given  to  volun- 
tary schools  which  are  pubUc  elemen- 
'  tary  schools  under  that  Act,  and  you 
cannot  create  another  category  of  elemen- 
tary schools,  voluntary  or  other,  and 
give  them  the  Parliamentary  grant. 
If  elementary  education  can  be  given 
in  schools  which  are  not  under  the  Act  of 
1870,  and  if  a  ParUamentary  grant  can 
be  earned  by  a  school  which  is  not  a 
pubUc  elementary  school,  there  is  nothing 
to  prevent  the  recognition  of  day  schools 
on  the  same  footing.  The  distribution 
of  the  grant  may  then  be  so  manipulated 
that  the  Act  of  1870  will  cease  to  apply 
to  voluntary  schools.  There  may  be 
doubts  as  to  whether  my  interpretation 
of  the  Minute  is  the  right  one ;  but  the 
interpretation  given  to  it  in  a  communica- 
tion addressed  to  Mr.  E.  Flower,  Mem- 
ber for  West  Bradford,  by  the  private 
secretary  of  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Council  on  July  8,  seems  to  me  to  prove 
clearly  what  is  intended  and  to  confirm 
my  apprehension.  The  writer  states 
that — 

"Under  the  new  regulations  the  Board  of 
Education  will  sive  its  grants,  as  specified  in 
the  Minute,  to  aU  evening  schools  fulfilling  the 
I  conditions  laid  down  in  the  first  twenty  articles, 
I  whether  for  elementary  subjects  or  for  advanced 
work,  without  any  age  limit.  Article  21  has 
no  application  to  them.'' 

Then  occurs  this  remarkable  passage — 

**  I  may  point  out  that  the  fact  that  evening 
schools  may  thus  in  future  receive  grants  with- 
out being  in  the  legal  sense  public  elementary 
schools  will  bring  two  additional  advantages 
— namely,  (1)  It  will  relievo  them  from  the 
operation  of  the  17s.  6d.  limit  of  grant,  which, 
it  is  believed,  has  frequently  retarded  their 
development  in  the  past ;  and  (2)  it  will  greatly 
facilitate  in  counties  their  organisation  on  com- 
prehensive bases,  over  a  large  area,  on  a  pro- 
perly co-ordinating  system.** 

It  will  do  more  than  that,  for  it  will 
reUeve  these  schools  absolutely  from  all 
the  limits  which  are  placed  on  the  giving 
of  reUgious  instruction,  and  on  the 
payment  of  fees,  and  from  the  obUgation 
contained  in  Section  20  of  the  Elemen- 
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tary  Education  Act  of  1876,  "that  the 
income  of  the  schools  shall  be  applied 
only  for  the  purpose  of  public  elementary 
schools."    The  letter  goes  on — 

•*  It  was  necessary  to  add  Article  21  to  the 
regulations  in  order  to  preserve  to  school  boards 
the  power  of  oarnring  on  evening  schools  at  the 
expense  of  the  school  fund,  so  far  as  the  judg- 
ment in  *  Rex  v.  Cockerton  *  allows,  with  the 
aid  of  grants  from  the  Exchequer  '* 

Then  follow  these  words — 

*'Sir  J.  Gorst  does  not  anticipate  that  there 
will  be  many  such  schocJs  hereatter." 


Neither   do 
concludes — 


I,   my  Lords.    The  letter 


'•The  restrictions  of  Article  21  are  the  un- 
avoidable outcome  of  the  recent  decision  of  the 
courts^  of  law  as  to  the  limits  necessarily 
attaching  to  the  functions  and  powers  of  school 
boards  in  this  regard.'* 

I  may  remind  your  Lordships  that  the 
only  authority  for  issuing  this  Minute 
is  Section  97  of  the  Act  of  1870,  as  is 
stated  at  the  head  of  the  Minute.  That 
section  expressly  provides  that  the  con- 
ditions laid  down  in  any  such  Minute — 

**  shall  not  give  any  preference  or  advantage 
to  any  school  on  the  ground  that  it  is,  or  is 
not,  provided  by  a  school  board. '' 

This  Minute  clearly  violates  this  essential 
principle  and  ought  not,  if  only  for  that 
reason,  to  be  approved.  The  Minute 
ignores  the  Act  of  1870  as  interpreted 
quite  recently  by  the  courts  of  law.  We 
on  this  side  of  the  House  can  only  enter 
a  protest,  but  we  are  bound  to  oppose 
this  Minute  because  we  take  our  stand 
on  the  principles  of  the  Act  of  1870, 
because  it  creates  a  privileged  position 
for  voluntary  schools,  and  because  it 
deprives  a  large  part  of  the  population 
of  schools  which  they  require. 

Moved,  to  resolve  **  That  this  House 
disapproves  of  the  Minute  of  the  Board 
of  Education,  dated  3rd  July,  1901, 
establishing  regulations  for  evening 
schools  and  classes." — (Lord  Reay.) 

The  lord  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (The  Duke  of  Devonshire)  : 
My  Lords,  I  do  not  think  the  House  would 
desire  that  I  should  attempt  to  follow  the 
noble  Lord  in  the  discussion  of  his  legal 
arguments,  which  were  supported  by 
copious  extracts  from  a  judgment  of  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  not  one  word  of  which 
reached  my  ears.  I  will  leave  the  legal 
part  of  the  noble  Lord's  speech,  ther^ 

Lord  Beay. 
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fore,  to  be  dealt  with  by  some  one  more 
competent  to  undertake  the  task,  and 
will  make,  as  shortly  as  I  can,  a  state- 
ment, which  will  not  be  legal,  but  which 
I  trust  will  be  clear,  of  the  present  position 
of   these   evening   schools   and   of  the 
reasons  which  have  made  it  'necessary 
to   issue   this   Minute.    These   evening 
classes  were  originally  conducted  under 
the  same  managers,  by  the  same  teachers, 
and  in  the  same  buildings  as  elementary 
schools.    The    instruction    which    was 
given  in  them  was  entirely  elementary, 
and  the  age  of   the  scholars  in  them 
was    between  the  years  of  twelve  and 
twenty-one.     In    1893    a    very    great 
revolution     took     place  —  the     Even- 
ing School    Code    was    issued,     which 
removed  altogether  the  age  limit,  and 
opened  schools  to  all  forms  of  higher 
education.     That  Code  was  taken  as  an 
invitation  from  the  Education  Depart- 
ment to  school  boards  to  enter  upon  a 
considerable  invasion  of  the   sphere  of 
secondary  education.    Though  they  were 
potentially    in    all    their    schools,   and 
actually    in    a    great    many    of    them, 
secondary  schools,  they  were  still  called 
public  elementary  schools,  and  this  Code 
was  accepted  by  school  boards  as  an  invi- 
tation to  enter  upon  the  work  never  con- 
templated under  the  Elementary  Educa- 
tion Act.     The  income  of  a  voluntary 
school  consists  of  grants  from  the  Board 
of  Education,  grants  from    the  county 
council,    fees    from    the    scholars,    and 
voluntary  contributions.     The  income  of 
a  board  school  is  the  same,  except  that 
that  part  of  its  income  which  is  derived 
from  fees  and  from  county  council  grants 
is  much  smaller,  and  there  are  no  volun- 
tary  contributions,    and   the   deficit  is 
made  up  from  the  school  rate.     In  many 
of  our  large  towns,  acting  on  the  invita- 
tion in  the  Code,  evening  schools  managed 
by  school  .boards  and  maintained  by  the 
rates  have  come  into  competition  with 
technical  schools  conducted  by  the  town 
council,  with  polytechnics,  schools  of  art, 
and  other  institutions.     In  some  places 
the  evils  of  overlapping  have  been  miti- 
gated  by  arrangements  made   between 
the  local  authorities  and  the  school  board, 
but  in  other  places  this  competition  for 
scholars  which  has  arisen  has  had  the 
natural    consequences    of    deterioration 
in  the  quality  of  the  instruction  given,  and 
great  waste  of  funds,  central  and  local 
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This  was  a  state  of  things  with  which 
Parliament  would  have  had  to  deal  under 
any  circumstances,  and  Parliament  no 
doubt  would  have  been  asked  to  deal 
with  it  as  soon  as  a  secondary  educa- 
tional  authority   could    be    established. 
But  before  Parliament  arrived  at  any 
decision    on    the   point   the    Cockerton 
judgment   intervened,  and  produced   a 
situation  which  made  dealing  with  it  at 
once  absolutely  necessary,   not  waiting 
for  future  action  by  Pariiament.     That 
situation,  whatever  may  be  the  merits 
or  demerits  of  the  evening  school  Code, 
made  it  impossible  to  continue  a  great 
deal  of  the  work  that  had  been  carried 
on.    The  judgment,  of  course,  did  not 
interfere   with  that  part  of  the  work 
carried  on  in  voluntary  schools,  because 
the  sources  of  income  in  their  case,  in 
addition    to  the   income   derived    from 
fees  and  voluntary  contributions,  were 
dther  grants  from  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion or  subventions  from  county  councils 
from  funds  legally  applicable  to  secondary 
education.     But  in  the  case  of  the  even- 
ing schools   carried   on    by  the  school 
boards  a  great  part  of  the  instruction 
could  not  have  been  given  but  for  the 
rate,  which  was  their  principal  source 
of  income,  and  which,  according  to  the 
legal  judgment,   cannot   be   applied   to 
secondary  education  or  the  education  of 
adults.    Under  these   circumstances,   it 
was  impossible  for  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion to  reissue  the  evening  school  Code. 
To  reissue  it  would  have  had  the  eflfect 
of  inviting  school  boards  to  break  the 
law   as    decided    by   the    courts.     But, 
although  some  of  these  schools  may  have, 
as  it  is  thought  by  some,  only  a  slight 
educational  value,  while  some  of  them 
may  be  superfluous  and  others  actually 
mischievous,  still  the  Board  of  Education 
had  no  desire  summarily  to  suppress  and 
put  an  end  to  a  very  large  number  of 
schools,  many  of  which  undoubtedly  do 
excellent    work,    which    certainly    were 
established  with  the  best  intentions,  and 
in  accordance  with  an  invitation  from 
the  Board    of   Education,    but,    unfor- 
tunately,    established     and     conducted 
under    a    certain    misapprehension    as 
to  the  state  of  the  existing  law.     The 
Board  therefore  propose  to  deal  with  the 
difficulty  partly  by  the  Minute  which 
is  now  under  consideration  and  partly  by 

legislation.    This  Minute  divides  evening 


schools  into  proper  categories — ^those 
which  are  elementary  schools  and  those 
which  are  not  elementary  but  secondary 
schools.  Now,  the  number  of  the  first 
is  not  large,  as  the  noble  Lord  has  said, 
but  such  schools  of  the  first  class  as  have 
existed  may  exist  still,  and  may  be 
managed  by  school  boards  without  in- 
fringement of  the  law,  and  can  receive 
grants  under  Article  21.  But  as  to  the 
second  category,  those  that  are  really 
secondary  schools,  in  this  will  be  included 
all  those  under  voluntary  management, 
to  which  I  have  referred,  which  are  not 
affected  by  the  Cockerton  judgment, 
and  also  all  those  board  schools  in  which 
the  instruction  given  has  been  declared 
illegal  by  a  court  of  law ;  and  it  was  pro- 
posed to  legalise  these  by  Clause  8  of  the 
Education  Bill  first  introduced,  and  it  is 
now  proposed  to  legalise  these  for  the 
present  year  by  the  Education  (No.  2) 
Bill.  As  to  both  these  last-mentioned 
classes  of  schools — voluntary  schools 
which  are  not  affected  and  board  schools 
to  be  temporarily  continued — the  Minute 
greatly  simplifies  the  regulations  under 
which  they  may  be  conducted,  and,  as 
was  stated  in  the  letter  of  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent referred  to,  it  will  facilitate,  their 
organisation  on  a  wide  basis  over  a  wide 
area. 

What  the  future  of  these  schools  will  be 
is  decided  neither  by  the  Minute  nor  the 
Bill ;  it  must  come  under  the  future  con- 
sideration of  Parliament.  The  chief 
objection,  so  far  as  I  understand,  taken 
by  the  noble  Lord  is  that  in  regard  to 
these  elementary  schools  still  legally 
managed  by  board  schools  the  limit  of  age 
is  fixed  at  fifteen  years,  and  the  instruc- 
tion in  them  must  be  of  a  purely  elemen- 
tary character.  Of  course,  the  age  limit 
is  arguable,  but  the  Department  have 
acted  on  the  advice  of  experts  and  have 
adopted  fifteen  as  the  limit.  But  this  limi- 
tation will  apply  only  to  a  small  class  of 
schools  which  will  still  be  conducted  under 
Article  21.  In  all  the  remainder — all 
those  to  which  the  authority  of  the 
county  council  is  given — the  same  educa- 
tion can  continue  to  be  given.  The 
disability  which  attaches  to  a  certain 
class  of  evening  schools  now  conducted 
by  school  boards  is  not  through  the  action 
of  the  Minute  ;  it  is  due  to  the  Cockerton 
judgment ;  the  Minute  has  done  nothing 
but    to    bring   the    regulations    of   the 
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Department  into  conformity  with  what 
has  been  declared  to  be  the  law.  I  think 
this  statement  covers  most  of  the  points 
of  the  speech  of  the  noble  Lord,  excepting 
his  legal  argument.  He  has  referred  to 
the  omission  in  the  Minute  of  some  sub- 
jects of  instruction  which  formerly  found 
their  place  in  the  Evening  School  Code. 
Grants  can  no  longer  be  earned  for 
physical  exercises.  This  has  been  very 
carefully  considered,  and  we  are  advised 
that  the  grant  for  physical  exercises 
should  be  omitted  because  of  a  certain 
amount  of  abuse  to  which  the  subject 
has  been  considered  Uable,  and  in  some, 
perhaps  not  in  numerous,  schools  grants 
are  said  to  have  been  earned  by  holding 
dancing  parties.  The  noble  Lord  also 
referred  to  the  omission  of  the  grant  for 
nursing,  ambulance  work,  and  one  other, 
but  I  would  point  out  that  those  are  not 
necessarily  excluded  by  the  Minute. 
Those  are  what  are  considered  to  be 
technological  subjects,  and  he  will  see 
under  Group  A  in  the  appendix  of  the 
Minute,  that  **any  other  subject  ap- 
proved by  the  Board  of  Education  as  of 
educational  value  can  be  taught  and  can 
receive  the  grant. ' '  It  will  only  be  neces- 
sary for  the  managers  of  schools  to 
satisfy  the  Board  of  Education  that  a 
certain  course  of  instruction  which  they 
propose  to  give  is  of  educational  value 
and  it  will  still  be  eligible  for  the  grant. 
I  am  quite  aware  that  the  Minute  has  not 
found,  and  is  not  likely  to  find,  favour 
with  Lord  Reay  or  the  school  boards. 
They  would  have  preferred  a  Minute 
which  would  have  perpetuated  the  fiction 
that  these  secondary  schools  were  still 
public  elementary  schools.  What  they 
would  have  preferred  would  have  been 
a  Bill  which  would  have  given  to  all 
these  schools  alike  protection  from  the 
existing  law.  What  they  would  really 
have  desired  is  that  the  law  should  have 
been  altered  altogether.  We  were  not 
prepared  to  take  that  course.  If  we  had 
taken  that  cousre,  and  had  proposed, 
even  temporarily,  to  legalise  these  schools 
without  the  intervention  of  any  other 
authority,  when  we  came  to  propose 
legislation  in  another  year  we  should 
have  been  told  that  by  our  legislation  we 
had  made  the  admission  that  these 
schools  were  rightly,  if  not  legally,  in 
possession  of  the  field,  and  no  doubt, 
during  the  interval  which  may  have 
The  DvJce  of  Devonshire 


elapsed  before  further  legislation  was 
proposed,  many,  if  not  all,  of  the  school 
boards  would  have  taken  the  opportunity 
of  making  still  further  steps  in  the  direc- 
tion of  secondary  education.  I  do  not 
desire  to  minimise  the  importance  of  the 
Minute  or  the  Bill.  Combined,  they,  in 
my  opinion,  assert,  as  strongly  as  the  Bill 
which  was  first  introduced,  the  negative 
side  of  our  position.  We  have  not  suc- 
ceeded, unfortunately,  in  the  present  year 
in  constituting  a  new  authority  for  secon- 
dary education.  But  this  Minute  and 
the  Bill  combined  indicate  clearly  the 
policy  of  His  Majesty's  Government  that 
in  the  future  the  secondary  authority  is 
not  to  be  the  school  board. 

I  am  not  sorry  that  the  school  boards 
should  have  realised,  as  clearly  as  they 
seem  to  have  done,  the  actual  position 
and  importance  of  the  principle  to  which 
Parliament  is  now  asked  to  give  its  assent. 
This  is  not  a  new  controversy.  It  broke 
out,  certainly  in  a  less  acute  form,  not 
more  than  twelve  years  ago.  Precisely  j 
the  same  sort  of  opposition,  emanating  ! 
from  the  same  quarter  as  this  Minute 
and  Bill  are  opposed  by,  was  offered  to  the 
Technical  Instruction  Bill  twelve  years 
ago.  That  Bill  had  its  origin  in  a  purely 
educational  body  with  which  I  was  asso- 
ciated— the  National  Association  for  the 
Promotion  of  Technical  and  Secondary 
Education.  It  was  brought  in  without 
any  political  object  and  taken  up  by  the 
Government  and  passed.  But  it  was 
opposed  by  some  of  the  school  boards  and 
their  champions  on  exactly  the  same 
ground  as  the  present  Bill  and  Minutf, 
because  it  was  said  that  it  narrowed  the 
power  of  the  school  boards  in  the  future 
to  provide  higher  education.  This  con- 
troversy has  continued  from  then  up  to 
the  present  time.  It  is  a  controversy  to 
which  ParUament  haa  not  given  much 
attention,  but  it  has  fought  out  in  the 
great  V>wns  and  centres  of  population  in 
this  country  to  the  great  detriment  of 
the  real  cause  of  education,  and  accom- 
panied by  a  large  waste  of  public  funds. 
The  decision  which  Parliament  will  have 
to  give  on  this  Bill  and  this  Minute  wiD, 
I  trust,  go  far  to  estabUsh  a  princi|Je  on 
which  this  controversy  may,  in  a  future 
Parliament,  be  definitely  and  finally 
settled,  and  I  hope  your  Lordships  will 
not  be  induced  by  the  motion  of  the 
noble  Lord  to  withhold  your  sanction. 
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The  Earl  of  PORTSMOUTH  :  My 
Lords,  I  do  not  wish  to  say  anything 
disrespectful  of,  or  derogatory  to,  volun- 
tary schools,  of  which  I  am  a  strong 
supporter ;  but  I  think  the  noble  Duke 
has  concealed — I  do  not  say  intentionally 
—the  real  injustice  of  this  Minute.  The 
Minute  proposes  one  scheme  for  volun- 
tary schools  and  another  for  board 
schools.  If  your  Lordships  will  look  at 
the  terms  of  the  Minute,  you  will  find 
that  voluntary  schools  will  be  under  no 
limits  as  to  the  age  of  their  scholars, 
whereas  in  board  schools  the  age  is 
limited  to  fifteen,  and  at  the  same  time 
Toluntary  schools  will  be  free  to  give 
elementary  or  advanced  instruction, 
according  to  the  needs  of  the  locality 
or  the  wants  of  individual  students. 
The  noble  Duke  said  in  the  course  of  his 
remarks  that  one  thing  he  wished  to 
make  clear  was'  the  intention  of  the 
Government  that  secondary  education 
should  not  remain  in  the  hands  of  school 
boards.  But  that  does  not  seem  to  me 
to  justify  the  action  of  this  Minute, 
which  says  to  voluntary  schools :  **  You 
may  either  conduct  these  evening  con- 
tinuation schools  for  elementary  instruc- 
tion or  secondary  instruction  ;  you  may 
practically  have  a  free  hand  in  the 
matter,  but  the  board  schools  may  not.'* 
I  do  not  understand  precisely  what  the 
prejudice  in  the  mind  of  the  Board 
of  Education  is  to  board  schools.  The 
noble  Duke  said  the  opposition  to  this 
Minute  was  confined  to  a  certain  number 
of  Radical  educationists. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  I  did 

not  say  so. 

The  Earl  of  PORTSMOUTH:  I 
think  the  noble  Duke  referred  to  the 
National  Union  of  Teachers. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  I  did 
not  mention  them. 

The  Earl  of  PORTSMOUTH :  What  I 
wish  to  remind  the  noble  Duke  of  is  that 
opposition  to  the  Minute  is  not  confined 
to  the  body  of  men  my  noble  friend 
Lord  Reay  represents,  but  that  there  is 
a  very  large  body  of  opinion  on  the 
Conservative  side  against  this  treatment 
of  board  schools.  Sir  W.  Hart  Dyke, 
neither  an  extreme  nor  inexperienced 
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man,  said  a  few  days  ago  that,  although  a 
strong  supporter  of  voluntary  schools,  he 
had  never  failed  to  recognise  the  necessity 
for  board  schools  throughout  the  country, 
and  he  saw  no  reason  to  regret  his 
action,  for  he  could  not  doubt  that  the 
system  was  a  good  one.  And  he  went 
on  to  say  that  he  could  not  help  feeling 
that  the  present  phase  of  the  question 
was  owing  to  the  want  of  appreciation 
of  the  importance  of  education  on  the 
part  of  His  Majesty's  Government,  and 
to  deprecate  the  derogatory  statements 
relating  to  school  boards  which  were 
made  by  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Council  in  another  place.  In  this  matter 
it  is  well  to  remember  that  this  Minute 
is  intended  to  commit  the  country  and 
the  public  to  a  policy  and  a  principle 
hereafter.  Therefore  the  Minute  assumes- 
an  importance  which  it  would  not 
otherwise  have.  This  is  the  view 
taken  by  another  Conserv.ative  Member 
of  ParUament,  Major  Banes,  Member  for 
South- West  Ham,  who  made  use  of  thia 
:  very  strong  language — 

I      *'I  cannot  but  express    my    surprise    and 
j  disgust    at    the    unworthy  and    undeserved 
I  sneers  and  remarks  made  by  the  Vice-President 
!  of    the    Council    against  the     members     of 
school  boards  and  their  work.      The  teachers 
and  even    the    electors,  and  I   am   confident 
the  people,  will  not  forget  them,  and  I  regret 
the  Government  and   the  Unionists  have  in 
their  ignorance  been  so  misled  as  to  support 
instead  of  disclaiming  any  part  in  these  mis- 
loading  and  cowardly  attacks  made  under  the 
shelter  of  town  councils." 

These  are  not  the  words  of  an  opponent 
of  His  Majesty's  Government.  They  are 
the  outspoken  expression  of  opinion  of  a 
Conservative  member.  I  should  very 
much  regret  if,  by  such  language  as  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Council  indulged 
in  when  he  introduced  his  Bill,  any 
weight  should  be  given  to  the  beUef, 
which  I  am  bound  to  say  does  not  appear 
to  me  to  be  unfounded,  that  it  is  the 
covert  and  the  real  intention  of  the 
Government,  by  means  of  this  legislation, 
to  put  an  end,  as  far  as  possible,  to  the 
development  of  the  work  of  school 
boards.  I  say  that,  not  in  behalf  of  the 
towns,  because  I  beUeve  that,  whatever 
line  is  taken  by  the  Board  of  Education 
as  regards  the  towns,  the  great  towns 
value  the  work  of  the  school  boards  and 
the  spirit  in  which  that  work  has  been 
done.  But  why  are  the  country  dis- 
tricts, by  a  Minute  of  this  land,  to  he 
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prevented  from  making  use  of  the 
machinery  of  the  school  boards  ?  The 
Minute  starts  by  throwing  cold  water 
upon  any  evening  school.     It  says — 

"  In  order  to  obtain  these  grants  it  must  be 
decided  by  the  Board  of  Education  that  the 
school  is  not  unnecessary."  "■ 

I  do  not  think,  my  Lords,  there  is  that 
great  interest  in  education  in  the  country 
districts  that  there  is  any  likelihood  that 
schools  that  are  unnecessary  will  be 
started.  My  experience  is  that  it  is 
extremely  difficult  in  country  districts 
to  get  any  interest  taken  in  secondary 
education.  There  is  another  condition 
of  the  grant — that  the  school  must  have 
adequate  local  support.  I  should  like 
to  know  what  is  the  meaning  of  the 
words  **  adequate  local  support."  I  shall 
vote  for  my  noble  friend 'q  motion  because 
I  do  not  see  why  voluntary  schools  should 
be  placed  in  a  privileged  position  in  this 
matter.  In  doing  this  the  Government 
are  giving  credence  to  the  beUef  that 
they  are  striking,  not  merely  at  a  system 
of  efficient  education,  but  also  at  the 
conscience  clause,  because  in  this  Minute, 
as  it  stands,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent 
sectarian  education  from  being  given  in 
these  evening  continuation  schools. 

*The  Lord  Bishop  of  HEREFORD : 
My  Lords,  I  desire,  very  briefly,  to  sup- 
port the  motion  of  the  noble  Lord  oppo- 
site. I  had  hoped  that  it  would  have 
commended  itself  to  the  judgment  of  the 
House,  and  that  the  Minute  would  have 
been  referred  back  to  the  Board  of 
Education  for  further  consideration. 
We  must  all  agree  with  the  noble  Duke 
that  it  is  desirable  that  some  Minute 
should  be  issued,  but,  reading  it  from  a 
strictly  educational  point  of  view,  I  am 
hound  to  say  that  it  would  be  very 
difficult  to  frame  a  Minute  less  likely  to 
give  general  satisfaction.  Though  I 
was  not  able  entirely  to  follow  the  argu- 
ment of  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Reay),  he 
seemed  to  establish  a  pretty  strong 
prima  facie  case  that  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation has  in  this  instance  assumed 
powers  which  it  does  not  possess,  and 
proposes  to  give  grants  of  public  money 
to  a  new  type  of  schools  to  which  it  has 
not  yet  been  authorised  to  give  grants. 
I  cannot  but  feel  that  the  House  may 
very  well  pause  before  it  sanctions  the 

The  Earl  of  Portsmouth, 
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issue  of  such  a  Minute.    This  is  an  un- 
fortunate Minute,   because  it  tends  to 
discourage,    hamper,    and    thwart    the 
eflforts  of  those  who  have  been  really 
doing  the  good  work  of  continuation 
schools    hitherto,    and    I    cannot    help 
feeling    that    those    who    framed    the 
Minute  have  not  yet  risen  to  a  due  appre- 
ciation of  our  system  of  continuation 
schools.     At    present    our    elementary 
education  in  many  parts  of  the  country 
ends  in  an  immense  amount  of  cruel 
waste ;  for  this  reason,  that  it  stops  at 
such  an  early    age.      In   a   few  years 
those  who  leave  the  elementary  schools 
are     practically    uneducated,    and    are 
left    outside    of     nearly  all  educational 
influences     during    the     most    critical 
period   of   their   lives.      If    we   are  to 
amend  that  state  of  things  I  do  not  see 
how  it  can  be  done  except  by  institut- 
ing a  system  of  compulsory  attendance 
at  continuation  schools.    That,  as  your 
Lordships    know,    has    been    done    in 
Germany ;  and  in  Saxony  a  boy  from 
an  elementary  school  has  to  attend  con- 
tinuation classes  twice  a  week  for  three 
years  after  the  age  of  fourteen.     All  over 
the  German  Empire  the  municipahties 
are  empowered  to  make  technical  educa- 
tion compulsory  from,  I  believe,  fourt^n 
to  eighteen  years  of  age.     I  cannot  but 
feel  that  it  is  high  time  we  faced  the 
question  in  a  similar  fashion.     But  until 
that   is   done   I   venture   to   hope   the 
Government  will  do  nothing  to  discourage 
those  who  are  doing  their  best  to  en- 
courage  voluntary  attendance  at  con- 
tinuation schools.     It  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  we  should  make  these  schools 
attractive,  and  also  that  we  should  give 
as   free   a   hand  as   possible    to    those 
managers  of  schools,  school  boards,  and 
others  who  have  done  the  work  hitherto, 
and  done  it  well.     The  noble  Lord  who 
introduced   this    motion    reminded   the 
House  what  the  eflfect  of  the  Minute 
would  probably  be  upon  London.    I  will 
quote  the  case  of  the  city  of  Manchester, 
which  has  a  system  of  evening  continua- 
tion schools  at  least  as  good  as  that  of 
any   other   town   in   the   country.    In 
Manchester,   under   the   action   of  Mr. 
Acland's    Code,    and    by    combination 
between  the  school  board  and  the  volun- 
tary  managers,   the   school   board  has 
built  up  an  admirable  system  of  con- 
Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


^93 


Education — 


{ 1 5  July  1 901 }         MinuU  of  3rd  Jvly.  394 


tinaation  schools.  There  are  something 
like  9,000  pupils  attending  them,  and  I 
do  not  suppose  anyone  knowing  the  work 
%i  these  schools  would  be  able  to  speak  of 
the  results  in  any  terms  but  of  praise 
and  respect.  There  are  in  Manchester 
at  the  present  time  118  of  these  schools, 
and  the  adrantage  of  having  them  in  the 
hands  of  the  school  board  is  that  the 
school  board  is  able  so  to  regulate  the 
work  done  that  it  is  really  continuation 
work. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  All 
these  schools  will  be  continued  under 
the  Minute. 

*The  Lord   Bishop  of  HEREFORD : 
But    the     Minute     will    apparently  in- 
volve taking  them  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  present  managing  body.     [The  Duke 
of  Devonshire  dissented.]    At  any  rate, 
the  present  managing  bodies  have  inter- 
preted the  Minute  in  that  way.    I  now 
understand  that  the  Minute  is  to  be  inter- 
preted by  a  Bill  which  is  still  to  be  passed. 
The  Minute,  to  begin  with,  will  bind  the 
present  managers  of  schools  hand  and 
foot    Again,    it   introduces   the   fifteen 
years    limit.     I  do  not  know  why  this 
Emit  should  be  introduced  in  England, 
while  Scotland  is  left  free  in  the  matter. 
The  advantages  given  to  Scotland  are  so 
obvious  that  we  could  not  do  better  than 
imitate  a  great  many  of  the  points  in  the 
Scottish  Code.     Again,  we  are  told  that 
the  elementary  classes  containing  pupils 
«p  to  fifteen  years  of  age  must  not  be  con- 
ducted in  the  same  building  in  which  the 
fichool  for  senior  scholars  is  conducted. 
How  will  that  affect  country  districts 
where  only   one   building  is  available  ? 
Tkere  is  also  a  very  ambiguous  reference 
to  school   fees.     Are  school  fees  to  be 
required  of  all  students  in  these  continua- 
tion classes  in  the  future,  or  are  the  local 
authorities  to  be  free  to  demand  them 
or    not,    according    to   circumstances  ? 
Hitherto  the  practice  has  varied  in  dif- 
ferent localities  according  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  locality.    Is  that  freedom 
te  be  taken  away  % 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  :  No. 

*The  Lord  Bishop  of  HEREFORD : 
1  am  glad  to  hear  that,  because  if 
it  were  taken  away  it    would    tend   to 


lessen  the  number  of  pupils.  I  hope  that 
the  centralising  process  indicated  by  the 
Minute  will  not  go  on  too  much,  because 
I  have  seen  nothing  in  the  action  of  the 
Board  of  Education  since  it  was  recon- 
structed that  tends  to  give  me  confidence 
that  it  is  in  a  position  to  undertake  these 
additional  duties.  Therefore,  I  sincerely 
trust  that  this  Minute  will  be  referred 
back  to  the  Department  for  further 
consideration. 

*Earl  SPENCER;  My  Lords,  the 
noble  Duke  the  Lord  President  of  the 
Council,  in  the  observations  he  made, 
answered  a  speech  which  my  noble  friend 
behind  me  did  not  deliver,  and  did  not 
answer  the  speech  which  he  did  deliver. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  :  I  did 
not  understand  it. 

*Earl  SPENCER:  I  estimate  that, 
according  to  the  figures  for  the  year  1899, 
at  least  83,880  children  in  board  schools 
will  beaflfected  by  Article  21  of  the  Minute. 
The  right  rev.  Prelate  alluded  just  now  to 
the  very  important  continuation  schools 
in  Manchester,  and  the  noble  Duke  said 
there  was  no  reason  why  these  schools 
should  not  go  on,  but  they  cannot  go  on 
with  any  children  over  fifteen  years  of 
age. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :    Cer- 
tainly they  can. 

*Earl  SPENCER:  They  will  not 
receive  the  same  ParUamentary  grants. 


The     Duke     of 
Certainly  they  will. 


DEVONSHIRE : 


*Earl  spencer  :  They  wiU  for  this 
year,  but  after  that  they  will  not  be  able 
to  receive  Parliamentary  grants  if  the 
pupils  are  over  fifteen  years  of  age. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE: 
After  that,  I  have  said,  they  will  have  to 
be  dealt  with  by  Parliament. 

*Earl  SPENCER:  That  is  the  only 
consolatory  remark  I  have  heard  from 
the  noble  Duke,  and  I  sincerely  hope 
that  when  ParUament  comes  to  deal 
with  the  matter  it  will  not  adopt  the 
pohcy  laid  down  by  the  noble  Ihike. 

^p  2  Digitized  by  GOOgie 


395 


Education — 


{LOEDSj 


Minute  of  ^rd  Jidy. 


The  reason  why  we  feel  strongly  on  this 
subject  is  this,  that  those  who  have  been 
receiving  money,  if  you  may  so  call  it, 
illegally  under  the  Cockerton  judgment, 
will  be  allowed  to  continue  receiving 
that  money  if  they  come  to  terms  with 
the  county  council.  The  Bill  and  this 
Minute  lay  down  really  the  poUcy  for 
the  future,  and  we  think  it  necessary 
to  at  once  protest  against  the  poUcy 
which  these  measures  propound.  I 
should  deprecate  altogether  depriving 
school  boards  of  the  power  of  dealing 
with  these  continuation  schools  for  pupils 
over  fifteen  years  of  age.  They  are  very 
competent  to  do  it,  and  they  do  it  better 
almost  than  any  other  body.  I  cannot 
agree  with  what  has  been  said  elsewhere, 
that  the  education  given  in  board  schools 
has  been  bad — I  think  the  noble  Duke 
said  it  was  mischievous. 

The    Duke    of    DEVONSHIRE:    I 
said  in  some  cases. 

*Earl  SPENCER:  I  think  the  noble 
Duke  was  referring  to  cases  where 
physical  exercises  took  the  form  of 
dancing;  but,  as  I  understand,  those 
cases  only  numbered  twenty,  and  they 
received  the  permission  and  sanction 
of  the  inspectors.  I  will  not  dwell  more  on 
this  question,  owing  to  the  lateness  of 
the  hour,  but  I  should  like  to  press  this 
on  my  noble  friend — ^that  this  Minute 
runs  counter  to  important  clauses  in  the 
Education  Act  of  1870.  Nothing  could 
be  clearer  than  the  clauses  which  my 
noble  friend  behind  me  quoted,  and 
which  provide  that  the  ParUamentary 
grant  distributed  by  the  Education 
Department  must  be  given  to  a  pubUc 
elementary  school.  Further  than  that, 
Clause  97  provides  that  the  grants  must 
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be  made  without  giving  any  preference 
to  any  school  on  the  ground  that  it  is, 
or  is  not,  provided  by  a  school  board. 
Under  this  Minute  the  Education  Depart- 
ment can,  although  refusing  to  give  to 
school  boards  power  to  continue  the  educa- 
tion  beyond  the  age  of  fifteen,  allow 
voluntary    schools    to    go    on    without 
some  of  the  most  binding  conditions  im- 
posed by  the  Act  of  1870.     One  of  those 
conditions    is    the    Conscience    Clause. 
We  certainly  think  it  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  that  should  be  main- 
tained, but  under  the  Minute  we  believe 
— we  may  not  be  interpreting  it  correctly 
— that   voluntary   schools   may   set  up 
evening    continuation    schools    without 
any    of    the    conditions    laid    down  in 
Clauses  96  and  97  of  the  Act  of  1870. 
That  is  a  very  important  matter.    It 
is  said  that  the  giving  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary  grant  to  voluntary  schools  is 
justified  under  the  new  clauses  of  the 
Appropriation  Act.      I  should  like  some 
information  on  that  point.     This  Minute, 
in  our  opinion,   extends  a  favouritism 
to  voluntary  schools  which  is  denied  to 
school  boards,  for  the  noble  Duke  cannot 
deny  that,  under  the  Minute,  voluntary 
schools    can    estabUsh    these    (evening 
continuation    schools    without    coming 
under  any  of  the  stringent  conditions 
imposed  by  Clauses  96  and  97  (A  the  Act 
of  1870.     It  is  because  we  feel  that  this^ 
is  apparently  the  foundation  of  a  policy 
which  is  to  deteriorate  the  position  of 
school  boards,  to  diminish  their  influence,, 
and  in  other  ways  to  evade  the  great  Act 
of  1870  to  which  the  noble  Duke  was  a 
party,    that    we    strongly    oppose    the 
Minute  now  before  the  House. 

On  Question,  their  Lordships  divided : 
Contents,    18;  Not-Contents,   69. 
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EDUCATIOBT   (SOdTLAND)    BILL. 
Read  3*  (according  to  Order),  with  the 
Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned 
Jto  the  Commons. 

Houne  adjourned  at  twenty 
minutes  before  Eight  of  the 
clock,  till  to-morrow,  half -past 
Ten  of  the  clock. 


"HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 
Monday^    Ibth  July,    190L 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


LOWESTOFT     CORPORATION    BILL 
[Lords].    [By  Order.] 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

*SiR  LEWIS  Ml VER  (Edinburgh,  W.) 
said  he  was  loth  at  any  time  to  inflict 
his  voice  upon  the  House,  chiefly  because 
^n  any  given  subject  there  were  always 
-several  members  on  either  side  of  the 
House  more  competent,  and  certainly 
more  willing,  to  talk  than  he  was.  And 
ie  was  especially  reluctant  at  that 
point,  in  a  not  too  fruitful  session,  to 
'divert  precious  pubUc  time  to  the  con- 
-fiideration  of  a  relatively  minor  matter. 
More  than  that,  he  was  that  day  depart- 
ing from  a  practically  invariable  rule 
which  he  had  imposed  upon  himself — 
namely,  never  to  oppose  the  Second 
fading   of    a   private   Bill.  ^  He   held. 


in  common  with  most  members  of  the 
House,  that  unless  the  central  principle 
of  a  private  Bill  was  something  flag- 
rant or  monstrous,  that  Bill  should  be 
sent  upstairs  for  examination  by  a 
competent  tribunal  and  for  investiga- 
tion by  competent  methods.  But,  despite 
his  general  unwiUingness  and  despite 
the  usual  practice,  he  had  found  the 
course  that  he  was  taking  on  the  present 
occasion  absolutely  irresistible,  because 
the  Bill  which  he  was  opposing  afforded 
;  so  striking  an  illustration  of  a  growing 
national  danger,  to  which  he  had  long 
desired  to  draw  attention,  that  he  was 
impressed  with  the  feeUng  that  such  an 
opportunity  might  not  soon  recur ; 
and,  furthermore,  he  was  opposing  the 
Second  Reading  because  in  all  parliamen- 
tary probability  there  would  be  no 
Committee  stage  to  this  Bill.  He  was 
opposing  this  Bill,  not  by  reason  of  any 
special  interest  in  Lowestoft,  any  personal 
connection  with  it,  or  any  previous 
knowledge  of  Lowestoft  or  its  neighbour- 
hood, but  because  he  thought  it  was  a 
Bill  proposing  a  reckless  and  excessive 
municipal  expenditure,  out  of  all  reason- 
able proportion  to  the  resources  of  the 
borough,  and  without  reasonable  prospect 
of  either  profit  or  return  ;  because  it 
was  proposed  that  that  expenditure 
should  be  made  under  grossly  improvident 
conditions  ;  thirdl3%  because  it  had  been 
attempted  to  secure  parliamentary  sanc- 
tion for  these  proposals  by  the  invasion 
of  those  safeguards  which  ParUament 
had  {provided,  and  in  defiance  of  the 
recorded  wisdom  of  Pariiament.  And 
lastly,  because  such  proposals  as  these 
were  calculated  to  bring  wise  and 
legitimate  municipal  enterprise  into  |dis- 
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credit  and  disrepute,  and  to  confirm 
and  strengthen  existing  prejudice  againft 
legitimate  municipal  expansion.  Before 
briefly  placing  before  the  House  the 
facts  upon  which  he  based  these  conten- 
tions, II e  would  'ike  to  submit  at  once 
one  of  the  strongest  arguments  in  favour 
of  the  rejection  of  the  Bill  at  that  stage — 
and  that  was,  that  it  would  not  have  the 
advantage  of  investigation  by  a  Com- 
mittee upstairs.  He  understood  that  all 
proposed  opposition  to  this  Bill  in  the 
Upper  House  was  ruled  out  on  the 
question  of  locus.  As  that  was  a  techni- 
cal matter,  he  had  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  any  similar  opposition  in  that 
House  would  share  the  same  fate. 
And  so  there  was  no  tribunal  that  would 
be  in  a  position  thoroughly  to  examine 
the  facts  and  test  the  relative  value  of 
contending  statements  of  fact.  It  was 
wide  of  the  point  to  suggest,  as  might  be 
done,  that  the  promoters  would  not 
oppose  locus  in  this  House.  They  did 
so  in  the  other  House,  anyway  ;  and  the 
suggestion,  if  it  be  made,  came  a  Uttle 
too  late,  when  their  tactics  in  the  Upper 
House  had  compelled  an  opposition  on 
Second  Reading  there.  And,  besides, 
\he  matter  was  not  wholly  in  their 
hands,  for  although  the  question  of 
locus  was  dealt  with  by  differently 
constituted  bodies  in  the  two  Houses, 
there  was  no  reason  to  beUeve  that  those 
bodies  were  guided  by  different  princi- 
ples. He  proposed  to  state  the  local 
facts  as  he  had  acquired  them.  He 
had  d  ne  his  best  to  satisfy  himself  that 
they  were  correct.  Hon.  Members  in  the 
House  who  represented  the  promoters' 
case  might  question  one  or  more  of  his 
facts.  They  might  be  right,  or  he  might 
be ;  but  was  the  House  a  competent 
tribunal  to  decide  between  them  ?  There 
was  no  evidence  on  oath,  there  was  no 
cross-examination  by  competent  counsel, 
there  was  no  production  of  official 
statistics.  These  and  similar  reasons 
formed  the  stock  argument  for  sending 
the  Bill  upstairs  ;  but  in  this  case  there 
was  no  upstairs,  and  there  would  be  no 
investigation.  They  could  not  say 
whether  the  finance  of  the  proposal  was 
sound  or  unsound.  They  could  not 
form  an  opinion  whether  the  scheme 
could  possibly  ever  pay.  They  could  not 
test  the  solvency  of  the  contracting 
companies.     They    could    not    test    the 

Sir  Lewis  M'lver, 


solvency  of  the  guarantors.  And  conse- 
quently, since  the  House  could  have  no 
authoritative  information,  and  no  tested 
evidence  on  either  the  details  or  the 
essential  points  involved,  the  House 
must  come  to  a  decision  upo  general 
principles  and  upon  the  undisputed 
facts. 

The  following  were  the  facts,  none  o£ 
which  could,  he  thought,  be  substan- 
tially questioned.  The  Corporation  of 
Lowestoft  had  brought  in  a  BiU,  which, 
in  its  essence  and  central  purpose  was  a 
Tramway  Construction  Bill.  For  this- 
purpose  it  sought  power  to  borrow 
£185,000.  The  population  of  Lowestoft 
was  29,000— let  him  say,  30,000— and 
its  rateable  value  £121,000.  The  existing 
debt  of  the  borou^  was  £106,000.  For 
shore  defences  against  the  inroads  of  the 
sea  an  expenditure  was  contemplated  of 
at  least  £37,000.  £23,000  was  to  be  spent 
immediately  upon  electric  lighting,  and 
for  further  electric  power  an  expenditure 
was  contemplated  of  from  £20,000  to 
£30,000.  When  to  that  was  added  the^ 
sum  asked  for  in  this  Bill,  the  indebted- 
ness of  Lowestoft  a  year  hence  would 
amount  roughly  to  about  £376,000— 
with  a  rateable  value  of  £121,000.  That 
was  to  say,  some  £12  10s.  per  head  of  the 
entire  population  and"  over  three  years- 
of  the  gross  rateaWe  value  of  the  borough. 
I  It  was  estimated  that  this  debt  would 
I  bring  up  the  rates—exclusive  of  water 
I  rate— to  Us.  in  the  pound.  And  for 
what  direct  purpose  was  this  huge  sum 
to  be  raised  1  For  an  experiment  in 
municipal  trading?  Nothing  of  the 
sort.  It  was  in  x)rdier  to  allow  some 
unknown  and  irresponsible  persons  to- 
play  with  municipal  money;  and  he 
thought  when  the  House  heard  the  ^^rms 
of  the  agreement  which  was  schedule^ 
in  this  Bill,  hon.  Members  would  admit 
that  that  was  not  an  unfair  description 
of  the  contemplated'  proceeding.  With 
J^his  £185,000  the  Corporation  was  to* 
construct  the  tramways,  and  to  lease 
them  to  a  company  called  the  National 
Electric  Traction  Company,  whose  capital 
was  not  stated,  and' which  at  present  had 
not  got  beyond'  registration,  and  con- 
sisted of  the  seven  original  signatories^ 
with  a  capital  holding  of  £1  per  head.. 
The  agreement  further  arranged  that 
this  company,  which  practically  did.  not 
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yet  exist,  was  to  hand  over  the  business 
to  another  company  which  was  not  yet 
registered,  and  whose  proposed  capital 
was  not  even  suggested,  but  which  was 
described  as  "  expressed  to  be  incor- 
porated."   When  that  process  was  corn- 


systems.  If  they  were  so  told,  would 
not  that  be  a  further  confession  of  the 
inherent  weakness  of  these  proposals  ? 
The  proposal  was  a  Lowestoft  proposal ; 
the  risks  were  the  risks  of  the  ratepayers 
of  Lowestoft ;  there  was  not  a  word  about 


pleted,  it  proposed  to  take  the  name  of   contributions    from    the     surrounding 
the  East  Anglian  Light  Railways  Com- 1  neighbourhood  which  was  to  be  bene- 


pany;  and  the  whole  transaction  was 
to  be  guaranteed  by  a  third  company, 
which  had  the  splendid  title  of  the  Drake 
and  Gorham  Electric  Power  and  Traction 
Pioneer  Syndicate,   Limited.     And  this 


fited.  The  adjoining  local  bodies  took 
no  part  in  it,  but  the  Lowestoft  ratepayer 
was  to  pull  the  chestnuts  out  of  the  fire 
to  accommodate  existing  and  proposed 
systems.     The  Bill  which  was  proposed. 


loud-sounding  syndicate  had  a  nominal  i  the  Bill  which  had  passed  through  all  its 
capital  of  £25,000.  £17,500  paid  up.  'stages,  sub  sileniio,  in  the  Upper  House, 
£17,500  to  guarantee  £185,000  of  the  |  and  the  Bill  which  it  was  sought  to  rush 
ratepayers'  money  !  in  the  same  way  through  its  stages  in 


He  might  safely  stop  there  and  leave 
it  to  the  House  to  say  whether  it  was 


this  House,  was  the  matter  they  were 
dealing  with  ;  and  it  must  be  obvious  to 


going  to  give  its  sanction  to  a  proposal  of  t  hon.  Members  that  this  Bill  ought  never 


this  sort,  which  savoured  more  of  comic 
opera  than  of  practical  business.  The 
central  proposition  was  so  astounding 
that  it  seemed  hardly  worth  while  to  go 


to  have  been  a  Bill  at  all.  Parliament 
in  its  wisdom  had  provided  for  municipal 
proposals  of  that  sort  the  relatively  cheap 
and  expeditious  process  of  the  Provisional 


into  minor  criticism,  and  to  discuss  in    Order.     If   this   had    been  a   sane   and 


this  chamber  those  details  proper  to  a 
committee  room,  as  to  the  chances  of  the 
traffic  in  Lowestoft  ever  possibly  paying 
interest  and  sinking  fund  on  so  huge  a 


reasonable  scheme,  one  characterised  by 
legitimate  finance,  one  calculated  to 
r^ound  to  the  profit  of  the  ratepayers, 
who  doubted  but  that  that  method  would 


capital  expenditure.     But  at  that  point  j  have  been  adopted  ]    But  the  promoters 


I 


he  would  draw  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  fact  that  there  was  absolutely  no 
evidence  as  to  whether  the  estimate  for 
the  construction  of  the  proposed  tram- 
ways  was   a   reasonable   estimate,    and 
whether  it  was  in  accordance  with  recent 
prices,  with  experience  elsewhere.     The 
House  would    be  told,    he   understood, 
that  it  was  now  proposed  at  the  eleventh 
hour,  and  only  after  notice  of  opposition 
on  the  Second  Reading  had  been  pub- 
lished, to  reduce  that  estimate  by  a  very 
large  amount ;  and,  in  order  thereto,  to 
limit  and  curtail  the  length  of  the  tram- 
ways.   He  had  nothing  to  do  with  that, 
and  he  submitted  that  the  House  had 
nothing    to    do    with    that.     He    was 
opposing  the  Bill,  and  the  House  was 
considering  the  Bill,  and  not  the  death- 
bed repentance  of  its  promoters ;  and, 
if  those  who  supported  the  Bill  ventured 
to  adumbrate  the  suggestion,  would  not 
that  very  fact   be  a  confession  of  the 
original  iniquity  ?    They  might  possibly 
be  toW  that  this  tramway  proposal  was 
only  part  of  a  larger  scheme,  affecting 
the   surrounding    neighbourhood,    and 
linking  up   existing  and   contemplated 


knew  very  well  that  the  proposals  would 
not  stand  the  test  of  a  local  inquiry  and 
departmental  criticism.  And  so  they 
adopted  the  more  expensive  method  of 
proceeding  by  Bill ;  and  in  order  to  give 
some  colour  to  their  unusual  course,  they 
wrapped  up  their  central  scheme  in  a 
collection  of  minor  proposals,  and  tried 
to  run  it  as  an  **  Omnibus  Bill."  The 
great  majority  of  these  minor  proposals 
could  have  been  dealt  with  by  Provisional 
Orders.  But,  apart  from  that  fact,  could 
any  reasonable  man  question  that  the 
essence  of  this  Bill  was  this  extravagant 
and  untested  tramway  proposal  with  its 
topsy-turvy  finance  1  He  could  not 
withhold  a  recognition  of  the  cleverness 
with  which  the  promoters  of  the  scheme 
had  evaded  the  Committees  upstairs  and 
had  dodged  the  supervision  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  It  rested  with  the 
House  to  say  whether  that  cleverness  was 
to  succeed.  He  put  it  to  the  House  that 
the  old  theory,  confirmed  by  more  than 
one  statute,  that  the  ordinary  indebted- 
ness of  any  local  body  should  never  exceed 
twice  the  amount  of  its  rateable  value, 
was  in  danger  in  this  case,  because^  the 
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proposals  of  this  Bill  and  the  other  con- 
templated expenditure  would  at  one  leap 
raise  the  indebtedness  of  Lowestoft  to 
between  three  and  four  times  its  rateable 
value.  He  held  that  the  intention  of 
Parliament  that  such  a  scheme  should 
have  the  benefit  of  local  and  depart- 
mental inquiry  had  in  this  case  been 
•evaded,  and  he  submitted  that  the  rate- 
payers had  been  deprived  of  the  safe- 
guards which  Parliament  had  deliberately 
provided  for  them.  On  the  matter  of 
ratepayers,  he  would  ask  the  House  what 
sort  of  a  man  was  the  ratepayer,  espe- 
cially in  small  English  provincial  com- 
munities 1  His  experience  of  him  was 
that  he  was  a  very  indifferent,  happy-go- 
lucky  person,  who  accepted  the  formula, 
**  pay,  pay,  pay  "  as  expressing  one  of  the 
immutable  laws  of  Xature.  He  was  a 
ratepayer  himself,  and  a  very  bad  and 
careless  one  at  that.  But,  in  the  larger 
communities  there  was  always,  happily, 
a  number  of  public- spirited  men  who 
devoted  themselves  to  the  interests  of 
their  brother  ratepayers.  There  was 
around  them  a  larger  democratic  atmo- 
sphere ;  there  were  upon  them  the  pres- 
sure and  the  expression  of  a  larger  public 
opinion.  Few  would  claim  that  that 
was  always  so  in  the  smaller  provincial 
<;ommunities.  He  doubted  not  that 
they  would  be  told  that  Lowestoft  was 
unanimously  in  favour  of  the  scheme. 

Probably  the  House  would  be  told 
that  the  regulation  statutory  meeting 
was  held,  and  that  the  scheme  was 
warmly  and  cordially  approved.  He 
would  give  the  facts  as  they  had  been 
given  to  him  by  an  eye-witness,  pre- 
mising that  in  Lowestoft  there  were 
some  4,000  ratepayers.  At  the  statutory 
meeting  108  persons  were  present.  No 
steps  were  taken  to  see  that  they  were 
all  ratepayers.  Fifty-one  vot^  for 
the  resolution,  ten  voted  against  it, 
forty-seven  took  no  part,  and  that 
represented  the  enthusiastic  local  unani- 
mity in  favour  of  the  Bill.  And  he 
might  mention,  with  regard  to  that 
meeting,  that  the  agreement,  which 
was  of  the  essence  of  the  Bill,  was  not 
then  in  existence,  its  actual  date  being 
nearly  two  months  later ;  so  that  the 
enthusiastic  meeting,  where  1*2  percent, 
of  the  ratepayers  cordially  supported  the 
Bill,  had  not  the  most  important  and 
essential  point  before  it.     In  that  relation 

Sir  Lewis  M^Iver. 


there  was  a  point  which  was  not  in  itself 
of  very  great  importance,  and  which  he 
felt  bound  to  make.  He  had  a  petition 
against  the  Bill,  given  to  him  for  pre- 
sentation to  the  House,  signed  by  house- 
holders of  Lowestoft.  It  was  not  a 
great  matter — in  the  House  they  knew 
how  petitions  were  got  up.  But  they 
also  had  some  knowledge  of  how  such 
statutory  meetings  as  the  one  he  described 
were  got  up ;  and  whether  it  was  a 
packed  meeting  or  an  engineered  peti- 
tion, to  neither  of  which  did  he  personally 
attach  the  least  importance,  but  he  might 
reasonably  trump  fifty-one  votes  at  the 
meeting  with  the  458  signatures  of  the 
petition.  With  regard  to  the  local  facts 
and  the  Bill  itself,  there  was  only  one 
other  point  he  would  make,  and  that 
was  that,  so  far  as  the  Local  Government 
Board — whose  hands  were  very  closely 
tied  in  such  matters — could  interfere, 
its  report  on  the  Bill  objected  to  several 
of  its  important  provisions.  As  he 
submitted  to  the  House,  the  Bill,  if  passed,  , 
would  impose  an  intolerable  and  irre-  \ 
trievable  burden  upon  the  ratepayers  of 
Lowestoft — the  ratepayers  of  tcnlay  and 
the  ratepayers  of  to-morrow,  and  it 
would  do  so,  not  by  expenditure  upon 
schemes  of  assured  or  even  probable 
profits,  but  on  schemes  without  any  ; 
guarantee  that  any  rational  man  of 
business  would  accept,  and  it  would  do  so 
not  even  professedly  in  the  interests  of 
the  ratepayer,  but  in  the  possible  interests 
of  a  private  company,  which  did  not  even 
yet  exist,  and  which  was  pledged  to  part 
with  its  rights  to  a  second  company, 
which  was  not  even  yet  registered,  and 
one  or  both  of  which  was  guaranteed  by 
a  third  company  with  a  paid-up  capital 
of  less  than  10  per  cent,  of  the  municipal 
expenditure  proposed.  No  business  man 
would  contemplate  such  an  arrangement, 
and  he  might  safely  add  that,  were  it 
submitted  to  the  officials  of  any  depart-  ^ 
ment  concerned,  or  to  a  Committee  of 
either  of  the  Houses,  it  would  be  rejected 
with  contumely. 

The  main  object  he  had  in  view,  how- 
ever, in  bringing  this  matter  before  the 
House  was  to  draw  attention  once  again 
to  the  appalling  rapidity  with  which  the 
indebtedness  of  our  local  and  provincial 
bodies  was  growing,  and  to  ask  the 
House,  by  its  action  that  day,  to  mark 
the     distinction    which     should    exist 
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hetween  the  treatment  of  proposals 
for  municipal  expenditure  which  could 
he  shown  to  be  profitable  and  those  pro- 
posals which  could  not  be  so  shown.  He 
hoped  that  some  hon.  Members,  more 
Tersed  than  he  was  in  that  question, 
would  contribute  to  the  debate  that 
afternoon.  For  himself,  he  would  be 
content  with  reminding  the  House  that 
the  local  debt  of  this  country  was  to-day 
£270,000,000  of  money,  and  that  every 
penny  of  that  sum  which  was  wasted  was 
a  dead  loss  of  national  wealth.  Here 
was  a  proposal  to  waste  a  very  consider- 
able sum.  The  national  total  from  year 
to  year  was  going  up  by  leaps  and  bounds, 
largely,  he  was  glad  to  think,  on  account 
of  expenditure  on  remunerative  under- 
takings. But  expenditure  which  was 
remunerative  in  one  place  was  not  always 
remunerative  in '  another.  Schemes 
which  were  propounded  upon  a  sound 
financial  basis  were  too  frequently 
initiated  elsewhere  on  wild  cat  principles, 
like  those  he  had  just  described.  Con- 
^ve  an  analogous  scheme  like  this  pro- 
posed for  London.  In  the  first  place, 
j  it  would  be  examined  by  competent 
I  -engineers,  actuaries,  and  lawyers ;  it 
I  would  be  ground  in  the  mill  of  a  works 
'■committee  ;  it  would  be  passed  through 
j  the  fine  mash  of  a  finance  committee ; 
it  would  probably  come  under  the  con- 
j  sideration  of  a  general  purposes  com- 
I  mittee ;  it  would  be  debated  in  the  full 
j  County  Council.  The  experts  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  would  have 
something  to  say ;  or,  possibly,  Com- 
mittees upstairs  would  have  a  voice. 
Ventilation  in  the  press,  discussion  in 
the  electorate,  would  contribute,  and 
the  ratepayers  might  sleep  well  o'  nights. 
And  he  asked  those  who  took  a  sym- 
pathetic interest  in  sound  municipal 
expansion,  was  there  any  conceivable 
analogy  between  the  two  cases  1  Or 
rather  was  it  not  the  fact  that  proposals 
«uch  as  those  before  them  that  day  did 
more  to  retard  that  expansion  than  any 
avowed  and  direct  opposition  1  He  hoped 
that  those  who  favoured  municipal 
trading  would  not  make  the  mistake  of 
identifying  the  two  things. 

If  he  nught  be  an  egotist  for  a  moment, 
he  would  like  to  be  permitted  to  say  that 
he  was  no  opponent  of  what  was  dis- 
paragingly and  often  unfairly  called 
municipal  trading.  On  the  contrary, 
a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  as  the  presi- 


dent of  an  important  municipal  council, 
he  was  conducting  a  series  of  large  and 
novel  ventures  in  municipal  trading. 
For  a  dozen  years  he  had  been  intimate 
with,  and  for  half  that  time  he  had  repre- 
sented in  that  House,  a  municipality 
which  conducted  several  large  and  very 
profitable  concerns  coming  under  this 
head.  But  he  had  never  had  occasion 
to  oppose  or  criticise  these,  or  indeed  do 
anything  but  assist  them  to  the  best  of 
his  power.  And  he  would  like  to  hear 
his  colleague  the  Member  for  East  Edin- 
burgh, whose  acknowledged  skill  in 
municipal  finance  was  acquired  and 
ripened  in  dealing  with  these  very  con- 
cerns, give  his  frank  opinion  of  this 
agreement.  He  ventured  to  say  that,  as 
treasurer  of  Edinburgh,  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  not  have  touched  it  with 
the  end  of  a  very  long  pole.  Imagine, 
if  they  could,  the  London  County  Council 
proposing  in  one  year  to  nearly  treble 
its  debt— and  mainly  for  the  purpose  of 
benefiting  a  company  which  had  no 
existence.  That  was  the  proposition 
before  this  House.  That  was  the  scheme 
which,  unless  this  House  interfered, 
would  be  sanctioned  by  Parliament 
practically  sub  silentio ;  and  that  was  a 
scheme  which  would  have  been  brought 
to  this  triumphant  conclusion  by  defying 
the  pronounced  wisdom  of  Parliament ; 
by  technically  evading  safeguards  which 
Parliament  lias  provided  for  the  protec- 
tion of  ratepayers,  and  it  was  to  prevent 
this  that  he  appealed  to  the  House.  In 
the  first  place,  to  protect  the  ratepayers 
of  Lowestoft  from  the  bankruptcy  into 
which,  all  unconsciously,  they  were 
being  recklessly  whirled ;  in  the  second 
place,  to  assert  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  to  vindicate  the  soundness  of 
its  own  recorded  judgment ;  and,  in  the 
third  place,  to  stamp  its  disapproval  of, 
and  alarm  at,  the  accelerated  growth  of 
municipal  indebtedness  for  the  sake  of 
unfructuous  schemes.  Lastly,  he  ap- 
pealed to  those  Members  of  the  House 
who  took  a  genuine  and  far-seeing 
interest  in  the  due  expansion  of  municipal 
enterprise,  who  were  justly  jealous  for 
municipal  fair  fame,  to  oppose  the  scheme 
as  a  typical  case  of  the  methods  which 
did  so  much  to  bring  worthy  and  wise 
proposals  for  municipal  undertakings 
into  discredit  and  disrepute.  Those 
Members  that  he  was  appeaMn 
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realised,  to  their  sorrow,  that  there  was 
enough  and  to  spare  of  obstinate  and 
even  stupid  prejudice  against  legitimate 
municipal  expansion.  He  asked  them, 
by  their  vote,  not  to  encourage  schemes 
like  that,  and  so  give  colour  and  new 
strength  to  those  prejudices.  He  asked 
them  to  have  some  regard  to  the  growing 
conviction  of  the  more  recent  converts 
to  the  hosts  of  the  **  municipallers  " — 
and  not,  by  lumping  together  the  wisdom 
of  the  county  council  with  the  folly  of 
Lowestoft,  to  give  a  fresh  leverage  to  the 
party  of  reaction. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  Mid) 
formally  seconded  the  motion. 

Amendment  proposed— 

**  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now,*  and  at  -he 
end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words  *  upon 
this  day  three  months.* " — {Sir  Ltwis  M*Iver.) 

Question  proposed,  **That  the  word 
*  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

♦Colonel  LUCAS  (Suffolk,  Lowestoft) 
said  he  desired  first  of  all  to  call  attention 
to  the  curious  way  in  which  the  opposi- 
tion to  the  Bill  had  changed.  Originally 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Aberdeenshire 
gave  notice  that  he  would  oppose  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill,  and  shortly 
afterwards  a  similar  notice  was  given 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Edinburgh, 
when  the  opposition  on  the  part  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Aberdeenshire 
disappeared.  This  was  no  doubt  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  hon.  Member  was 
personally  interested  in  the  matter  ;  but, 
however  that  might  be, it  was  a  somewhat 
unusual  course  to  adopt.  He  did  not 
intend  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  at 
any  length,  because  he  strongly  objected 
to  pubhc  business  of  great  importance 
being  delayed  by  small  provincial  Bills ; 
therefore  he  proposed  to  deal  with  the 
matter  in  the  shortest  possible  way.  This 
Bill  was  not,  as  suggested  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Edinburgh,  a  mere 
tramways  Bill ;  it  was  an  omnibus  Bill 
of  the  usual  character,  containing  clauses 
giving  many  important  powers  to  this 
borough,  and  if  the  House  rejected  this 
measure  simply  because  they  objected 
to  the  tramway,  the  whole  of  those  useful 
provisions  would  be  lost  and  the  borough 
put  to  great  expense   for  no  purpose. 

iS'tr  Letcis  M^Iver, 


The  tramway  was  necessary  to  Lowestoft^ 
which  had  a  coast  line  of  three  miles, 
and  was  without  means  of  getting  from 
one  end  to  the  other,  and  therefore  hon^ 
Gentlemen  would  see  that  a  tramway 
would  be  of  the  greatest  utility  to  the 
town.  It  was  of  the  greatest  importance 
that  Lowestoft  should  be  jdaced  in  com- 
munication with  the  neighbouring 
villages,  and  he  thought  the  evils  upon 
which  such  stress  had  been  laid  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Edinburgh  would 
be  guarded  against  by  the  clause  "  that 
unless  within  six  months  of  the  granting 
of  the  order  all  the  capital  is  subscribed,. 
and  half  paid  up,  the  Corporation  will 
not  grant  the  lease  to  the  company."" 
That  seemed  to  be  an  absolute  safeguard. 
Skeleton  companies  were  often  formed^ 
and  only  extended  when  the  Bill  passed^ 
and  the  Corporation  *  itself  would  be  to- 
blame  if  it  granted  the  lease  on  any  other 
terms.  The  lease  was  to  be  for  twenty- 
eight  years,  and  if  the  Corporation  looked 
after  their  affairs  in  a  businesslike 
manner  they  would  carry  out  this  matter,, 
not  at  the  fearful  loss  that  was  prophesied 
by  the  hon.  Baronet,  but  at  a  consider- 
able  profit.  With  regard  to  the  financial 
side  of  the  question,  he  might  say  that  the 
debt  authorised  up  to  now  was  £160,000; 
the  amount  asked  by  the  Bill  was 
£185,000,  of  which  £45,000  was  for 
street  improvements  and  £140,000  for 
the  tramway.  The  promoters  of  the 
Bill,  however,  were  prepared  to  drop  a 
certain  portion  of  their  outlying  tram- 
ways, which  were  of  not  so  much  import- 
ance, which  would  make  a  reductions 
in  the  expeijse  of  some  £50,000,  which 
altered  the  figures  considerably.  And. 
later  on,  if  the  trunk  Une  shows  a 
profit,  if  the  Bill  passed,  they  would 
go  to  the  proper  authority  and  ask  leave- 
to  extend  their  system.  The  total 
amount  required  was  £290,000,  of  which 
£145,000  was  to  be  spent  upon  remunera- 
tive works,  which  left  a  debt  to  the- 
borough  of  £153,000.  With  regard  to 
the  question  of  locus  standi  of  opposition ^ 
he  pointed  out  that  although  the  hon* 
Member  for  East  Aberdeenshire  took» 
according  to  the  newspaper  reports,  a 
very  active  part  at  the  town^  meeting^ 
which  was  called  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
pressing approval  of  the  Bill,  he  had 
never  demanded  a  poll,  which  he  had  » 
I  perfect  right  to  do.     He  did  not  lay  any 
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stress  upon  that  fact,  because  he  was  not 
well  versed  in  these  matters,  but  he 
thought  if  it  had  been  desirable  to  de- 
mand a  poll  the  hon.  Gentleman 
would  have  done  so,  though  if  he  had  he 
did  not  think  it  woidd  have  gone  in  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  favour.  The  hon. 
Baronet  had  said  ihere  was  no  opposition 
to  this  Bill  in  another  place ;  that  was 
slightly  inaccurate,  there  was  opposition. 

*SiR  LEWIS  MIVER  :  I  said  there  was 
opposition,  but  it  was  ruled  out  of  order. 

Colonel  LUCAS  said  that  in  the  Com- 
mittee in  another  place  the  Chairman 
did  give  locus  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Aberdeenshire,  and  when  this  Bill 
was  passed,  as  he  hoped  it  would  be  very 
shortly,  the  promoters  were  quite  pre- 
pared to  give  the  hon.  Gentleman  a 
locus  standi  in  any  Committee  formed 
to  consider  the  matter,  though  that  locus 
standi  had  never  been  asked  for.  The 
broad  position  was  this,  that  the  Corpora- 
tion had  approved  the  Bill  unanimously  ; 
the  ratepayers'  meeting  had  approved  it 
almost  unanimously,  no  poll  being  de- 
manded ;  the  Bill  had  passed  its  stages 
in  another  place,  the  only  objection  made 
having  been  swept  away  almost  con- 
temptuously, and  he  thought  it  was  an 
abuse  of  the  forms  of  the  House  that  pre- 
cious time  should  be  wasted  by  con- 
tinuing now  to  debate  comparatively 
small  details.  He  asked  the  House  to 
follow  the  usual  practice,  to  agree  to  the 
Second  Reading,  so  that  all  the  details 
could  be  threshed  out  before  a  Com- 
mittee upstairs.  If  any  private  or  public 
grievance  was  proved,  it  could  then  be 
remedied,  and,  as  no  adequate  reason 
had  been  given  for  departing  from  the 
almost  invariable  practice,  he  hoped 
the  Second  Reading  would  be  carried  by 
a  large  majority. 

Mr.  GODDARD  (Ipswich)  contended 
that  many  of  the  objections  raised  by  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  West  Edin- 
burgh were  purely  speculative.  Local 
authorities  should  as*  far  as  possible  be 
allowed  to  manage  their  own  affairs. 
Certain  salutary  and  proper  checks  were 
abeady  placed  on  the  action  of  local  autho- 
rities. In  order  to  ascertain  the  public 
opinion,  a  statutory  meeting  had  to  be 
held  before  any  Bill  could  be  promoted 


in  Parliament.  The  hon.  Baronet  had 
stated  that  there  was  only  a  very  small 
attendance  at  the  statutory  meeting  in  thi» 
case,  but  as  a  rule,  when  a  Bill  met  with 
public  approval,  such  meetings  were 
very  thinly  attended.  A  large  meeting 
could  be  got  only  when  a  Bill  was  strongly 
opposed.  Moreover,  any  one  person  at 
a  statutory  meeting  could  demand  a  poU^. 
and  if  there  had  been  any  real  opposition 
to  the  Bill  before  the  House,  it  was  per- 
fectly certain  that  somebody  would  have 
taken  that  course.  It  was  true  that 
a  requisition  was  said  to  be  signed  by  400 
persons,  but  he  strongly  suspected  that 
the  signatories  were  people  interested  in. 
property  rather  than  ordinary  rate- 
payers, and  such  people  invariably  en- 
deavoured to  prevent  the  progressive 
acts  of  progressive  towns  in  the  way  of 
providing  tramways,  and  so  on.  GreaU 
stress  had  been  laid  on  the  fact  that 
municipal  debt  in  this  country  had  in- 
creased by  leaps  and  bounds,  but  it  was 
apparently  forgotten  that  that  increase 
had  taken  place  with  the  consent  of  the 
ratepayers  and  the  approval  of  the  LocaU 
Government  Board.  Not  only  would  the 
Local  Government  Board  very  quickly 
stop  any  excessive  expenditure,  but  the 
Chairman  of  the  unopposed  Bills  Com- 
mittee also  was  very  strict  on  that  pointt 
The  House  should  bear  in  mind  the  fact 
that  Lowestoft  was  a  very  progressive 
town.  During  the  last  thirty  years  the 
number  of  houses  had  increased  from 
3,000  to  7,000  ;  in  the  last  twenty-five 
years  the  rateable  value  had  gone  up  from 
£48,000  to  £121,000— or  £130,000  if  the 
figures  of  the  local  Member  were  correct ; 
and  the  population,  which  in  1871  was 
15,000,  had  risen  until  at  the  last  census 
it  stood  at  30,000.  A  town  could  not 
increase  in  that  way  without  it  being 
necessary  to  provide  greater  facilities  for 
the  people,  and  one  of  the  principal  facili- 
ties required  was  that  afforded  by  tram- 
ways. As  to  the  allegation  that  a  com- 
pany was  to  take  up  the  work,  he  thought 
a  corporation  should  be  allowed  a  certain- 
amount  of  liberty  as  to  the  manner  in- 
which  they  would  work  these  under- 
takings. Many  people  were  not  willing 
to  take  the  risk  involved  in  the  starting 
of  such  schemes,  preferring  to  entrust 
their  powers  for  a  time  to  a  companj^ 
experienced  in  such  work.  He  there- 
fore trusted  that  no  obstacle  would  be-. 
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pl&ced  in  the  way  of  Lowestoft  achieving 
its  object. 

*Mr.  MACONOCHIE  (Aberdeenshire, 
E.)  said  he  understood  the  neighbourhood 
concerned  in  this  Bill,  and  an3rthing 
which  benefited  Lowestoft,  would  be  a 
j)leasure  and  a  pecuniary  interest  to  him. 
He  therefore  wo^uld  not  oppose  anything 
which  would  benefit  that  town,  but  he 
liappened  to  know  how  these  things  were 
worked.  This  Bill  had  been  promoted 
in  the  interests,  not  of  the  to'wn  of  Low- 
estoft, but  of  people  other  than  the  rate- 
payers. After  careful  study  of  the 
cost  involved  in  similar  schemes  in  towns 
•  of  equal  size,  he  could  nc/t  understand 
how  this  immense  sum  of  £185,000  could 
be  spent.  The  tramway,  if  built,  would, 
he  was  convinced,  be  worked  at  a  loss. 
During  a  period  of  seven  and  a  half  hours, 
at  the  busiest  part  of  the  day,  only  290 
vehicles  and  1,072  passengers  passed  the 
post  office,  in  the  centre  of  the  town, 
on  an  occasion  when  he  had  them 
counted,  and  taking  those  figures  as  a 
basis,  he  calculated  that  there  would  be 
a  loss  of  thirty-three  per  cent,  on  the 
cost  of  working,  without  taking  into 
account  the  capital  outlay.  The  rate- 
payers did  not  really  understand  the 
question.  At  the  town  meeting  gnly 
103  persons  were  present,  of  whom  no 
more  than  fifty  voted  in  favour  of  the 
Bill,  while  the  opposition  on  the  cd.uncil 
was  crushed  out  by  having  an  afternoon 
meeting.  The  petition  against  the  Bill 
was  signed  by  450  persons,  mostly 
ratepayers,  a  number  many  times  greater 
than  the  number  who  voted  for  the 
measure.  The  Bill  was  not  otie  that 
should  receive  the  support  of  the  House, 
and  he  trusted  it  would  be  thrown  out. 

Mr.  BROADHURST  (Leicester)  sup- 
posed the  hon.  Member  who  had  just 
spoken  would  not  take  part  in  the  divi- 
sion, as  he  had  stated  that  he  had  great 
material  interest  in  the  success  of  the 
Bill. 

*Mr.  MACONOCHIE:  No;  I  stated 
that  I  had  great  pecuniary  interest  in 
the  prosperity  of  the  town  of  Lowestoft. 

Mr.  BROADHURST  (continuing)  said 
that  if  the  petition  against  the  Bill 
had  been  pushed  as  persistently  as  had 
the  canvassing  in  the  lobby  against  the 

Mr.  Goddard, 


Bill,  he  could  quite  understand  the 
signatures  being  so  numerous.  As  a 
protest  against  the  systematic  canvassing 
and  lobbying  which  went  on  against  this 
Bill,  he  trusted  that  the  House  would 
pass  the  Second  Reading.  He  was  not 
interested  in  some  large  undeveloped 
property  which  was  likely  to  come  into 
the  market,  like  the  hon.  Member  oppo- 
site. He  had  known  Lowestoft  for 
forty  years,  and  he  knew  that  the  pro- 
moters of  this  Bill  were  amongst  the 
most  capable  municipal  men  in  this 
country.  They  were  men  who  had 
served  the  corporation  and  the  rate- 
payers all  their  lives,  and  it  had  been 
owing  to  their  efforts  that  the  success  of 
the  town  had  been  built  up  and  de- 
veloped. Surely  that  was  some  guaran- 
tee that  by  this  Bill  they  would  be  able 
to  develop  the  town  still  further  in  the 
future.  They  all  knew  how  desirable 
\  it  was  to  have  a  tramway  in  the  town, 
from  north  to  south.  The  Lowestoft 
Corporation  were  also  asking  for  powe: 
in  this  Bill  to  protect  the  town  from 
the  inroads  of  the  sea.  Lowestoft  was 
'  subject  to  the  encroaches  of  the  sea  at 
j  every  high  tide,  and  almost  every  winter 
I  the  ratepayers  were  put  to  enormous 
cost  baling  out  the  incoming  sea.  The 
corporation  wanted  power  to  build  up 
walls  to  fence  off  the  sea  and  reclaim 
the  land.  Those  who  knew  the  require- 
,  ments  oi  the  town,  and  the  class  of  men 
who  were  at  the  head  of  affairs  there, 
would  not  allow  themselves  to  be  cajoled 
by  thcjse  who  had  organised  this  oppo- 
sition to  the  Bill.  The  best  evidence 
of  the  weakness  of  the  opposition  to 
this  Bill  was  to  be  found  in  the  fact 
that  they  had  had  to  go  to  Scotland 
to  obtain  a  Member  to  oppose  the 
Second  Reading.  The  hon.  Member 
for  West  Edinburgh  had  been  led  into 
a  trap,  and  he  was  sure  he  could  not 
have  seen  where  he  was  going  when  he 
consented  to  oppose  a  Bill  the  merits  of 
which  he  could  not  have  any  personal 
knowledge  of.  He  trusted  the  House 
would  give  this  measure  a  Second  Read- 
ing, and  not  refuse  an  inquiry  by  the 
Committee  into  this  question.  Par 
liamentary  powers  were  necessary  to 
prevent  the  town  being  annually  injured 
by  the  high  tides.  Whatever  there  was 
wrong  or  amiss  in  the  Bill  they  could 
rely  upon  the  Committee  rectifying  it.  , 
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The  secretary  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Grant 
Lawson,  Yorkshire,  N.R.,  Thirsk):  I  have 
not  risen  to  continue  the  discussion  upon 
the  merits  of  the  Bill.  I  think  the  debate 
which  has  already  taken  place  must  have 
proved  that  this  is  not  the  tribunal  where 
th^e  matters  ought  to  be  settled.  I  can 
assure  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Aber- 
deenshire, and  other  hon.  Members  who 
hare  opposed  this  Bill,  that  they  will  have 
a  chance  of  being  heard  before  the  Com- 
mittee. Even  if  their  right  to  be  heard 
was  contested,  there  was  such  a  thing 
as  a  motion  in  this  House  to  the  eflPect 
that  hon.  Members  should  be  heard 
before  the  Committee.  Therefore  hon. 
Members  who  are  opposing  this  Bill  may 
rest  assured  that  tliey  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  being  heard  before  the 
Committee.  I  do  not  blame  them  for 
bringing  this  matter  forward,  because 
the  question  of  the  continually  increasing 
local  indebtedness  is  a  very  serious  matter. 
I  make  an  appeal  to  my  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  West  Edinburgh  not  to  put 
the  House  to  the  trouble  of  a  division 
upon  this  motion.  I  think  we  are  all 
agreed  that  these  matters  should  be 
inquired  into,  and  the  best  tribunal  to 
decide  them  is  the  Committee  upstairs. 

Sir  LEWIS  MIVER :  After  the 
assurance  which  has  just  been  given 
I  beg  leave  to  withdraw  my  motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

PRIVM'E   BILLS. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chairman  of  Ways 
and  Means  be  discharged  from  attendance 
on  the  Committees  on  the  Dover  Cor- 
poration Bill  [Lords];  the  Portmadoc, 
Beddgelert,  and  South  Snowdon  Railway 
Bill  [Lords] ;  the  Albion  Steam  Coal 
Company  Bill  [Lords] ;  the  Worcester 
Tramways  Bill  [Lords] ;  the  Elland  Gas 
Bill  [Loids] ;  the  Freshwater,  Yarmouth, 
and  Newport  Railway  Bill  [Lords]  ;  and 
the  Leeds  Churches  Bill  [Lords]  ;  and  that 
Mr.  Arthur  Frederick  Jeflfreys  be  ap- 
pointed Chairman  of  the  Committees  on 
the  said  Bills.— (Afr.  CaLdKelL)  ■., 


BEXLEY  TRAMWAYS   BILL. 

CLEVELAND    AND    DURHAM    COUNTY- 
ELECTRIC  POWER   BILL. 

DUBLIN     CORPORATION     (MARKETS,. 
ETC.)  BILL. 

GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY  BILL 

LANCASHIRE   AND    YORKSHIRE   RAIL- 

WAY  (VARIOUS   POWERS)  BILL. 

Lords'   Amendments   considered,   and 
agreed  to. 

I        HANDSWORTH  URBAN    DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  BILL  [Lords]. 

^  Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
Amendments. 

SHEFFIELD  CORPORATION  BILL  [Lords]., 
(By  Order.) 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
Amendments. 

WISBECH  WATER  BILL  [Lords]. 
As  amended,  considered  ;    to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

GLASGOW  CORPORATION  (POLICE); 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  CONFIRMA- 
TION  BILL  [Lords]. 

[Under  the  Private   Legislation  Procedure- 
(Scotland)  Act,  1899.] 

Read  a  second  time ;  to  be  considered . 
to-morrow. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to : — 
Tottenham   and    Hampstead   Junc- 
tion Railway  Bill ; 
Yorkshire  Electric  Power  Bill ; 
Caledonian     Railway      Bill:      with' 
Amendments. 

That    they    have   agreed   to   Amend- 
ments to : — 

Aire    and    Calder    Navigation    Bill" 

[Lords]; 
South  Western  and  Isle  of  Wight 

Junction    Railway    Bill   [Lords]: 
without  amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, . 
"  An  Act  for  conferring  further  powers 
on  the  City  and  Brixton  Railway  Com- 
pany."    City  and  Brixton  Railway  Bill 
[Lords], 

CITY    AND    BRIXTON    RAILWAY    BILL 
[Lords]. 

Read  the  first  time ;    and  referred  to  • 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private; 
BiUs. 
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AGRICULTURAL  RATES  CONGESTED 
DISTRICTS  AND  BURGH  LAND  TAX 
RELIEF  (SCOTLAND)  ACE,  1896. 

Petition  from  Stormont  and  Strath- 
Tnore,  in  favour  of  re-enactment ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

ALKALI,  ETC.,  WORKS  REGULATION 
BILL. 

^"Petition  from  Leith,  in  favour ;   to  lie 
^pon  the  Table. 

JEDUCATION  (CONTINUATION  SCHOOLS) 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Blackpool,  in  favour ; 
•  o  he  upon  the  Table. 

:SALE   OF   INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Foveran,  in  favour ;  to 
I  lie  upon  the  Table. 


,       RETURNS,  REPORTS,    ETC, 

FACTORY    AND   WORKSHOP   (LEAD 
COMPOUNDS  IN  POTTERY). 

CJopy  presented,  of  Report  to  the 
1  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment on  the  Work  of  the  Government 
Laboratory  on  the  Question  of  the  Em- 
ployment of  Lead  Compounds  in  Pottery, 
by  Professor  D.  E.  Thorpe,  C.B.,  LL.D,, 
r.R.S.,  Principal  of  the  Government 
Laboratory  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

GREENWICH  OBSERVATORY. 
Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the  Astro- 
nomer Royal  to  the  Board  of  Visitors 
of  the   Royal   Observatory,    Greenwich 
•  [by  Command] ;  to  Ue  upon  the  Table. 

NAVY  (VICE  ADMIRALTY  COURTS). 
Copy  presented,  of  Order  in  Council 
of  15th  June,  1901,  authorising  certain 
Amendments  in  the  Table  of  Fees  estab- 
lished for  the  Vice  Admiralty  Court  of 
New  South  Wales  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

CONGESTED    DISTRICTS    BOARD 
(IRELAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Tenth  Report  of 
the  Board,  being  for  the  period  from  Ist 
April,    1899  to  31st  March,    1901   [by 
'  Command] ;  to  Ue  upon  the  Table. 


CRIMINAL  AND  JUDICIAL   STATISTICS 
(IRELAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Criminal  and 
Judicial  Statistics  of  Ireland  for  the 
year  1900.  Part  11.  Civil  Statistics  [by 
Command] ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PROSECUTIONS  (FISHERY  LAWS) 
(IRELAND). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  20th  June;  Mr.  O'Mara]; 
to  Ue  upon  the  Table. 

GROCERS  AND  OFF-LICENCES,  ETC. 
(BELFAST). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  20th  June  ;  Mr,  Field] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


EAST 


INDIA      (ACCOUNTS 
ESTIMATES     19012). 


AND 


Copy  presented,  of  Explanatory  Memo- 
randum by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 
2656  to  2658  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


NEW  MEMBER  SWORN. 
Ernest     Gardner,     esquire,     for    the 
County  of  Berks  (Eastern  or  Woking- 
ham Division). 


QUESTIONS. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN   WAR—VLAKFONTELX 
—MURDER  OF  BRITISH  W^OUNDED. 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  Lord  Kitchener  has  addressed 
any  communication  to  the  general  in 
command  of  the  Boer  forces  at  Vlakfon- 
tein,  or  to  Generals  De  Wet  or  Louis 
Botha,  in  reference  to  the  alleged  killing 
of  British  wounded  at  the  battle  of 
Vlakfontein,  and,  if  he  has,  on  what  date 
that  communication  was  made  ;  whether 
Lord  Kitchener  has  received  any  reply ; 
and  whether  any  correspondence  which 
has  passed  between  Lord  Kitchener  and 
the  Boer  generals  on  this  subject  will  be 
laid  upon  the  Tabl^^OOQle 
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The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guild- 
iord) :  Lord  Kitchener  telegraphs  as 
follows — 

"I  have  made  no  communicatioa  with 
Boer  leaders  on  shooting  at  Vlakfontein,  as 
it  is  very  unlikely  to  have  any  eflfect ;  even  if 
fioer  leaders  disapprove  of  atrocities,  they  have 
no  control  over  their  men.'' 

Since  the  receipt  of  the  above  telegram, 
I  have  received  to-day  the  following 
itelegram — 

"lam  sending  sworn  depositions  of  Boers 
shooting  our  wounded  to  DeWrey." 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  will  extend  his  inquiry 
-as  to  the  alleged  shooting  of  British 
wounded  by  the  Boers  at  Vlakfontein 
by  taking  the  evidence  of  officers  and 
men  who  were  present,  and  are  not 
amongst  those  who  have  already  made 
statements  in  confirmation  of  the  allega- 
tion. 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  The  matter  rests 
with  Lord  Kitchener,  who  may  be  relied 
upon  to  take  all  evidence  that  may  be 
necessary  and  proper. 

GENERAL  DIXON'S  DESPATCH. 

Mr.  DILLON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  he 
will  inquire  by  telegram  from  Lord 
Kitchener  as  to  the  truth  of  the  state- 
ment that  on  the  night  after  the  battle 
of  Vlakfontein  the  British  troops  retired, 
leaving  their  hospital  and  all  their 
wounded  in  the  hands  of  the  Boers. 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  In  reply  to  a 
telegram  requesting  Lord  Kitchener  to 
forward  a  fiUl  report  of  this  action,  and 
referring  to  the  statement  made  in  the 
question.  Lord  Kitchener  telegraphs  as 
follows — 

"Copy  of  Greneral  Dixon's  despatch  on 
action  at  Vlakfonteiii  has  been  forwarded  to 
the  War  Office.  The  rear  guard  was  surprised 
under  coyer  of  veldt  fire,  and  vigorously 
attacked.  When  it  was  reinforced  from  main 
^»dy  enemy  were  driven  off,  and  our  troops 
remained  on  ground.  No  doubt  for  a  short 
time,  when  rear  guard  were  being  attacked  and 
driven  back  en  main  body,  wounded  men  were 
on  ground  occupied  by  enemy,  but  the  hospital 
U3  not  usually  with  rear  guard,  and  I  have  never 
heard- that  it  wes  in  enemy's  hands.^' 


ALLEGED    SUPPRESSION    OF 
WAR    NEWS. 

Major  RASCH  (Essex,  Chelmsford)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  if  he  can  inform  the  House  why 
information  of  the  murder  of  British 
wounded  at  Vlakfontein  was  withheld 
by  the  War  Office  from  11th  June  to 
11th  July. 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  The  very  brief 
telegram  in  regard  to  Lieutenant  Hern's 
statement  was  advisedly  withheld  until 
further  testimony  in  support  was  re- 
ceived from  Lord  Kitchener  and  the 
inquiry  asked  for  had  been  made. 

Major  RASCH  :  Could  not  the  righc 
hon.  Gentleman  have  obtained  the  in- 
formation by  cable  1 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  Yes,  Sir ;  but  the 
inquiry  could  not  be  held  by  cable.  As 
soon  as  the  results  were  cabled  to  us  by 
Lord  Kitchener  we  made  them  public. 

CENSORSHIP  RULES. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  (Donegal^ 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  military 
censors  are  not  in  any  way  responsible 
for  the  accuracy  of  the  facts  alleged  in 
telegrams  passed  by  them,  their  duty 
being  Umited  to  the  prevention  of  the 
publication  of  statements  or  intelligence 
which  may  assist  the  enemy,  whether 
their  duties  will  be  subject  to  modifica- 
tion  in  the  light  of  recent  occurrences. 
I  beg  also  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  he  can  state  what,  if 
any,  are  the  rules  regulating  the  exercise 
of  the  military  presr  censorship  in  South 
Africa. 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  The  duties  of  cen- 
sors are  regulated  by  the  general  officers 
commanding  in  the  field,  and  the  instruc- 
tions issued  to  them  are  necessarily 
varied  in  accordance  with  the  military 
exigencies  of  the  moment.  I  am  not 
aware  of  the  instructions  now  in  force 
in  South  Africa. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary  of  State  for  War  whether  the 
censorship  regulations  referred  to  by 
General  Maxwell  in  his  proclam^  " 

Digitized  by^ 


419 


Questions, 


{COMMONS} 


Questions. 


420 


14th  March,  1901,  have  been  published 
in  the  Pretoria  Government  Gazette,  and 
whether  he  will  lay  them  upon  the  Table. 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  These  regulations 
have  not  been  published  in  the  Pretoria 
Gazette,     I  will  ask  for  them. 


EXECUTION  OF  BOER  PRISONERS. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  the  leading  residents  at 
Dordrecht,  in  the  Middelburg  district, 
were  ordered  to  attend  the  execution  of  a 
prisoner  in  that  place  on  Tuesday  ;  and, 
if  so,  whether  he  can  state  the  reason 
for  this  proceeding. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  I  have  no  informa- 
tion on  the  matter  alluded  to.  I  will, 
however,  address  an  inquiry  to  Lord 
Kitchener  on  it. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  I  will 
repeat  the  question  this  day  week. 

ALLEGED   MURDERS   BY   KAFFIRS  ON 
THE  ZULU  FRONTIER. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether  he  can 
give  the  House  any  information  as  to  the 
alleged  murder  of  Jacobus  More,  his  wife, 
and  five  children,  by  Kaffirs,  near  Maga- 
tor,  on  the  borders  of  Zululand. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  I  telegraphed  to 
Lord  Kitchener  for  information,  who 
replies  that  he  has  made  inquiries,  but 
that  nothing  is  known  of  the  alleged 
murder. 

RETURNS  OF  BOER  LOSSES. 
Sir  EDGAR  VINCENT  (Exeter) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
if  he  can  furnish  the  House  every  Tues- 
day with  a  list  of  the  enemy  in  South 
Africa  captured,  wounded,  or  killed 
during  the  preceding  week,  and  whether 
such  a  Return  can  be  published  regularly 
and  systematically. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Lord  Stanley, 
Lancashire,  Westhoughton) :  A  return 
is  telegraphed  weekly  by  Lord  Kitchener, 
is  at  once  published,  and  copies  are 
always  sent  to  the  House  of  Commons. 


PRETORIA  FATALITY— PRIVATE 
C.  M'GILL,  2nd  COLDSTREAM  GUARDS. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
he  can  explain  why  the  death  of  Private 
C.  M'Gill,  2nd  Coldstream  Guards,  wha 
was  stated  in  a  British  casualty  list 
published  last  September  to  have  been 
accidentally  shot  at  Pretoria  on  5th  May, 
was  not  reported  till  four  months  after 
the  occurrence  ;  were  the  circumstances 
of  M 'Gill's  death  investigated  by  court- 
martial  ;  and  can  he  state  by  whose 
hand  M*Gill  met  his  death. 

Lord  STANLEY  rose  to  reply. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL:  Perhaps 
the  Secretary  of  State  will  reply  himself. 

Lord  STANLEY :  No,  Sir ;  I  will  reply. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  :  No,  Sir;  I 
will  not  have  it.  I  rise  to  order,  Sir.  In 
a  matter  affecting  the  policy  of  the 
Government,  I  submit  with  great  respect 
that  the  Cabinet  Minister  responsible 
should  answer.  The  Financial  Secretar}' 
to  the  War  Office  is  not  responsible ;  he 
is  merely  a  pendant  of  the  office. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER  :  There  is  no  compul- 
sion in  the  matter.  It  is  a  very  common 
practice  for  one  Minister  to  request 
another  to  answer  for  him,  either  because 
he  has  more  cognisance  of  the  facts,  or 
for  some  other  reason.  If  the  hon. 
Member  objects  to  the  practice,  he  can 
protest  on  the  Vote  for  the  salary  of  the 
Minister. 


Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  : 
that  in  great  form. 


I  shall  da 


Lord  STANLEY  :  I  am  very  glad  the 
hon.  Member  has  given  me  an  oppor- 
tunity of  stating  the  true  facts  of  this  case. 
Private  M*Gill  died  on  the  5th  June, 
and  on  the  6th  June  the  officer  com- 
manding his  company  communicated 
the  occurrence  to  Mrs.  M*Gill.  Further, 
when  the  confirmation  of  the  death 
reached  the  War  Office  by  post,  it  was 
at  once  notified  to  Mrs.  M*Gill  on  the 
27th  July.  No  court-martial  was  held,^ 
as  it  was  unnecessary,  but  from  the 
usual  court  of  inquiry  it  was  elicited  that 
M*Gill  accidentally  shot  himself  with  a 
revolver  which  he  found  when  searching 
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for  arms  in  a  house  in  Pretoria ;  the 
only  witness  who  saw  the  act  was  a 
priyate  soldier. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  :  If  the  man 
accidentally  shot  himself — ^if  he  com- 
mitted suicide — why  was  it  reported  that 
he  was  accidentally  shot  % 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

AUDIT  OF  MILITARY  ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  (Bristol, 
R) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  any  part  of  the  audit 
of  accounts  of  the  military  expenditure 
in  South  Africa  is  done  locally  ;  and,  if  so, 
can  he  say  to  what  accounts  this  local 
audit  extends. 

Lord  STANLEY:  Yes,  Sir.  The  Pay 
Department  in  South  Africa,  as  else- 
where, is  responsible  for  the  audit  of  all 
cash  accounts,  a  certain  proportion  being 
subject  to  a  test  audit  at  the  War  Office 
with  a  view  of  securing  that  the  local 
audit  has  been  properly  performed. 

Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  :  Is  it 
the  intention  of  the  Government — or 
rather  is  it  its  practice  at  the  present 
moment — to  decentralise  the  audit,  and 
not  to  bring  the  accounts  home  from 
Natal  to  the  War  Office  for  audit  % 

Lord  STANLEY:  That  question  is 
under  consideration.  I  must  ask  for 
notice. 


OFFICERS  OF  MILITIA  BATTALIONS. 

Mr.  BILL  (Staflfordshire,  Leek) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  is  aware  that  some  of  the 
Militia  battalions  which  have  now  been 
serving  for  nearly  eighteen  months  in 
South  Africa  are  now  under-officered, 
owing  chiefly  to  transfers  to  the  Line, 
and  what  steps  he  proposes  to  take  to 
bring:  these  regiments  up  to  a  full  state 
of  eflSciency. 

Lord  STANLEY:  I  am  not  aware 
that  these  battalions  are  short  of  officers, 
but  I  will  inquire. 

MILITARY  MANCEUVRES— EXTRAORDI- 
NARY  TRAPFIC  ON  MAIN  ROADS. 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE 
(Wiltshire,  Cricklade) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
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Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  can  state 
how  soon  any  communication  will  reach 
the  county  councils  of  Wiltshire  and 
Hampshire  as  to  compensation  which, 
will  be  paid  for  damage  caused  by 
extraordinary  traffic  to  the  main  roads 
of  those  counties  by  the  military  traffic 
consequent  on  the  purchase  of  parts  of 
Salisbury  Plain. 

Lord  STANLEY  :  The  matter  is  being 
dealt  with  by  .the  Treasury,  who  ad- 
dressed communications  to  each  of  the 
county  councils  on  the  1 1th  instant. 

TREATMENT  OF  INSANE  SOLDIERS  AT 
ALDERSHOT. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  the  inquiry  last  September  concerning 
the  death  of  a  soldier  at  Aldershot,  who, 
when  insane,  was  treated  as  an  ordinary 
prisoner,  and  to  the  remarks  of  the 
coroner  that  he  had  not  received  assist- 
ance from  the  military  authorities  in  his 
investigation ;  that  difficulties  had  been 
thrown  in  the  way  of  obtaining  the 
necessary  documentary  evidence,  and 
that  the  accounts  of  the  occurrence  given 
to  the  police  of  the  man's  death  had  been 
misleading  ;  and  whether  the  War  Office 
authorities  have  any  explanation  to  make, 
or  have  made  any  effort  to  discover  the 
persons  responsible  for  this  occurrence. 

Lord  STANLEY:  My  attention  has 
been  directed  to  this  matter.  The 
lunatic  was  treated  in  the  prisoners* 
ward  of  the  hospital ;  this  ward,  as 
perhaps  the  hon.  Member  is  unaware, 
differs  only  from  an  ordinary  ward  in 
that  it  has  bars  on  the  windows  and  a 
guard-room  close  by.  The  other  state- 
ments appear  to  be  unfounded,  and  no 
complaints  have  been  received  from  the 
coroner. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  :  But  did  not 
the  coroner  state  that  the  military 
authorities  had  obstructed  him  in  his 
inquiry  1 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

ARMY   PENSIONS— CASE    OF  STEPHEN 
CRONDRON. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
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his  attention  has  been  directed  to  the 
case  of  Stephen  Crondron,  who  served  in 
the  Crimea,  North  America,  and  India, 
and  was  after  a  service  of  thirteen  years 
and  five  months  invalided  on  a  pension 
of  9d.  per  day,  having  received  an 
excellent  character  and  three  conduct 
badges  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  Cron- 
dron, being  unable  since  1887  from  ill- 
health  to  follow  his  trade  as  a  baker,  has 
for  the  last  fourteen  years  subsisted  on 
this  allowance,  and  that  repeated  appli- 
cations on  his  behalf,  with  certificates  of 
his  suflfering  from  heart  disease  and 
paralysis,  for  relief  from  military  funds, 
have  been  unsuccessfully  made  on  his 
behalf ;  and  whether,  under  the  circum- 
stances, an  increase  of  pension  will  be 
granted  to  this  man. 

''Lord  STANLEY :  This  man  was  dis- 
charged for  disability  not  clearly  attri- 
butable to  military  service,  and  was 
awarded  a  pension  of  9d.  a  day,  the 
highest  amount  admissible  for  him 
under  the  regulations.  His  case  has  been 
carefully  considered  on  several  occasions 
by  the  Chelsea  Commissioners,  who  are 
unable  to  increase  the  grant. 

TRANSVAAL    REVENUES. 

Mr.  ALFRED  DAVIES  (Carmarthen 
Boroughs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies,  having  regard 
to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Charles  Leonard, 
before  the  Select  Committee  on  British 
South  Africa,  stated  that  the  Transvaal 
annual  revenue  was  £150,000  before  the 
gold  discoveries  and  between  £4,000,000 
and  £5,000,000  in  1896,  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  burden  of  such  taxation  falling 
upon  the  gold  industry,  whereas  Sir 
David  Barbour  in  his  Report  suggested 
the  levying  of  an  annual  taxation  of 
about  £500,000  on  the  gold  mining  com- 
panies, and  the  release  of  these  companies 
to  an  amount  of  £600,000  per  annum 
through  the  cancelling  of  the  dynamite 
monopoly,  whether  he  can  state  how  it 
is  proposed  to  raise  the  £2,832,000, 
the  total  yearly  cost  of  the  Transvaal 
Administration,  as  estimated  by  Sir 
David  Barbour. 

'  The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for  the 
COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  Bir- 
mingham, W.) :  I  am  not  prepared  to 


state  in  detail  at  present  how  the  cost  of 
the  Transvaal  Administration  will  be 
met,  but  I  would  point  out  to  the  hon. 
Member  that  Sir  David  Barbour  esti- 
mates the  revenue  at  £3,467,000,  inde- 
pendently of  the  produce  of  the  proposed 
tax  on  the  net  profits  of  the  gold  mines. 

Mr.  ALFRED  DAVIES:  On  what 
page  1    I  cannot  find  it. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The  Report 
is  a  very  short  one,  and  the  hon.  Member 
will  have  no  difficulty  in  finding  it ;  but 
I  will  show  it  to  him  after  questions  are 
over  if  he  wishes  it. 


JAMESON  RAID— POSITION  OF  CHAR- 
TERED    COMPANY. 

Mr.  ALFRED  DAVIES:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  the  Chartered  Company  have 
given  notice  of,  and  are  pressing  for,  or 
have  renounced  a  claim  against  the 
British  Government,  in  view  of  the 
statement  of  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer in  the  House  on  13th  December, 
1900,  that  for  every  pound  fairly  due  in 
consequence  of  the  Jameson  raid  from 
the  Chartered  Company  to  the  late 
Transvaal  Government,  at  least  £5  is  pro- 
bably due  to  the  company  from  the  late 
Transvaal  Government  in  consequence 
of  the  war  entered  into  by  that  Govern- 
ment against  this  country. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  No  claim 
has  been  presented. 

Mr.  ALFRED  DAVIES :  Is  there  a 
prospect  of  any  claim  1 


[No  answer  was  returned.] 


BRITISH  SOUTH  AFRICA  COMPANY'S 
ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  ALFRED  DAVIES  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  British  South 
Africa  Company  has  delayed  in  forward- 
ing to  the  Colonial  OfjBice  their  yearly 
accounts  and  estimates,  and  in  pre- 
senting their  annual  accounts  at  their 
annual  meeting  of  shareholders,  will  he 
state  what  is  the  penalty  for  such  delay, 
and  what  action, .  if  any,  he  purposes 
taking;  and^whe|h^^Q^^received 
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any  communication  to  the  eflFect  that 
the  remainder  of  the  financial  statement 
of  revenue  and  expenditure  to  31st 
March,  1899,  and  the  whole  statement 
to  the  3l8t  March,  1900,  will  be  in  the 
hands  of  Members  previous  to  the 
10th  August. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  (1)  The 
Charter  does  not  provide  a  specific 
penalty  for  failure  to  comply  with 
Clause  17,  under  which  accounts  and 
estimates  are  required  to  be  furnished 
(2)  The  financial  statement  of  revenue 
and  expenditure  in  Southern  Rhodesia 
for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1900, 
should,  I  am  informed,  be  received  in 
the  course  of  the  next  two  weeks,  having 
already  appeared  in  the  Southern  Rhodesia 
Gazette.  I  am  in  communication  with 
the  company  with  regard  to  the  re- 
maining accounts  of  administrative 
revenue  and  expenditure. 

Mr.  ALFRED  DAVIES :  What  was 
the  result  of  the  inquiries  made  in  March 
last  in  regard  to  these  accounts  ? 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  That  the 
financial  statement  will  be  received  in 
the  course  of  the  next  two  weeks. 


LABOUR  IN  THE  JOHANNESBURG 
GOLD  MINES. 

Sir  EDGAR  VINCENT:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
if  he  can  furnish  the  House  every  week 
with  a  return  showing  the  amount  of 
white  and  black  labour  employed  in 
the  gold  mines  of  Johannesburg  during 
the  preceding  week,  the  number  of 
stamps  dropped,  and  the  amount  of 
gold  won,  and  whether  such  a  return 
can  be  published  regularly  and  system- 
atically. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  do  not 
think  it  is  desirable  for  the  Government 
to  make  itself  responsible  for  pubUshing 
such  a  weekly  return.  It  may,  I  think, 
be  left  to  the  mining  companies  to  make 
puUie  their  returns  in  what  may  seem 
to  them  the  best  way. 

NAVAL  PROMOTIONS  FOR  SERVICE  IN 
CHINA. 

*SiR  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar- 
mouth) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 


the  Admiralty  whether  he  is  aware 
that  on  the  9th  November  last  a  Ust  of 
promotions  for  services  in  China  was  pub- 
lished by  the  Admiralty,  and  that  while 
all  the  naval  officers  on  that  Ust  were 
thereupon  immediatelv  promoted,  the 
Marine  officers  on  that  list  remain  now  in 
precisely  the  same  position  as  if  no  such 
announcement  had  ever  been  made  ; 
and  will  he  state  how,  or  what  depart- 
ment, is  responsible  for  delaying  for 
seven  months  rewards  conferred  by  the 
Admiralty  on  these  Marine  officers  for 
distinguished  service  in  the  field. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Arnold-Forster,  Belfast, 
W.) :  I  am  informed  that  the  War  Office, 
with  whom  the  decision  in  this  matter 
lies,  has  decided  that  these  officers  will 
receive  their  brevet  nromotion  dated 
29th  November  last. 


ROMAN    CATHOLIC    CHAPLAINS    ON 
HOSPITAL  SHIPS. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
if  a  Roman  Catholic  chaplain  will  be  on 
board  the  hospital  ship  to  be  attached  to 
the  Mediterranean  Fleet. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER :  It  is  not 
proposed  at  present  to  appoint  any 
chaplains  to  the  "  Maine,"  which  will 
be  used  principally  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  convalescent  fever  and  other 
patients  to  sea  for  change  of  air.  A 
Roman  Cathohc  chaplain  has,  however, 
been  appointed  for  service  afloat  in  the 
Mediterranean  Fleet,  and  is  at  present 
with  the  admiral  at  Rapallo.  It  is 
intended  to  make  a  permanent  appoint- 
ment of  this  nature,  and  the  services  of  a 
chaplain  will  therefore  be  available  and 
will  be  utihsed  on  board  the  *'  Maine  " 
or  other  hospital  ship  in  the  event  of  war. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  Is  not 
the  hon.*  Gentleman  aware  that  the 
late  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord 
Goschen),  repl3dng  to  a  deputation  of 
Irish  Members  on  this  subject,  said  there 
should  be  a  Catholic  chaplain  on  every 
hospital  ship  % 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER:  My  re- 
collection is  that  -his  words  were  that 
the    matter   should   receiva^  ^^PMftW© 
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consideration.  We  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  most  favourable 
way  of  dealing  with  the  question  is  that 
indicated  in  my  answer,  and  that  the 
services  of  a  Catholic  chaplain  would  be 
of  greater  value  if  attached  to  the  Fleet 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  than  if  merely  appointed  to  a 
special  ship. 

AMMUNITION  FOR  THE  NAVY. 
Mr.  HARMSWORTH  (Caithness) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  the  deficiency  in  ammunition 
affecting  the  Army  affected  the  store  of 
ammunition  manufactured  for  the  Navy, 
and  whether  such  manufacture  at  any 
period  during  the  Boer  war  has  actually 
ceased. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTEm  There  has 
at  no  time  been  any  deficiency  in  the 
ammunition  for  the  Navy.  For  a  short 
period  during  the  war  the  ordinary  naval 
orders  were  suspended  in  order  to  give 
the  full  benefit  of  the  output  to  the  Army, 
but  the  shortage  was  promptly  made  up, 
and  at  no  time  were  the  stocks  allowed 
to  become  depleted. 

MEDITERRANEAN    FLEET— 
DESTROYERS. 

Mr.  HARMSWORTH :    I  beg  to  ask 

the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether 
he  can  state  when  the  destroyers  required 
for  the  reinforcement  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean Fleet  will  leave  England. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  It  is  not 
proposed  to  despatch  any  additional 
destroyers  to  the  Mediterranean  until 
after  the  manoeuvres  which  have  now 
commenced. 


ELECTRICAL   MACHINERY   ON    H.M. 
SHIPS. 

Mr.  HARMSWORTH :    I  beg  to  ask 

the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether 
the  gun  turrets  of  His  Majesty's  battle- 
ships are  worked  by  electricity ;  and,  if 
not,  whether  His  Majesty's  Government 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  installing 
the  necessary  electric  machinery  for  this 
purpose  as  speedily  as  possible. 

Mr.     ARNOLD  -  FORSTER :      The 
turrets  and  barbettes  of  the  heavy  guns 
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in  the  Navy  are  not  worked  by  electricity* 
but  by  hydraulic  power.  The  question 
of  substituting  electrical  machinery  for 
the  purpose  has  been  carefully  con- 
sidered, but  up  to  the  present  time  the 
hydraulic  machinery  has  been  preferred 
and  has  given  excellent  results.  Elec- 
tricity is  in  use  for  working  portions  of  the 
gun  machinery  on  board  the  **  Renown," 
**Barfleur,"  and  **  Centurion/'  and  will 
be  largely  applied  for  similar  purposes  in 
ships  now  under  construction.  It  is 
also  proposed  to  furnish  electrical 
machinery  to  the  turrets,  turn  tables, 
and  shields  of  a  number  of  cruisers  now 
under  construction  or  approaching  com- 
pletion. The  experience  gained  from 
these  installations  will  furnish  a  valuable 
guide  as  to  whether  the  use  of  electricity 
can  be  with  advantage  extended  in  the 
future. 


SCINDE,  PUNJAB.  AND  DELHI 
RAILWAY. 

Mr.  CAINE  (Cornwall,  Camborne): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
]  ndia  if  he  is  aware  that  there  has  been  a 
sum  of  nearly  £10,000  lying  without 
interest  at  the  Bank  of  England  to  the 
credit  of  the  Scinde,  Punjab,  and  Delhi 
Railway  for  nearly  twenty  years  ;  that  ^ 
in  1886  this  undertaking  was  vested  in 
the  Government  of  India ;  and  that  ; 
Section  54  of  the  Act  provided  for  the  ■ 
eventual  dissolution  of  the  company; 
is  he  aware  that  this  clause  has  been 
virtually  inoperative,  the  company, 
though  still  in  existence,  being  without  ■ 
direction,  the  last  surviving  director 
having  died  last  year ;  and  seeing  that 
this  deposit  represents  various  sums 
distributable,  under  Section  5»3  of  the 
Act,  between  the  stockholders  of  the  com- 
pany, to  parties  who  cannot  be  traced, 
will  he  introduce  a  Bill  providing  for  the 
final  dissolution  of  the  railway  company, 
and  authorising  the  bank  to  pay  the 
money  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  subject, 
within  a  clearly  defined  period,  to  the 
presentation  of  any  cheques  now  in 
existence  signed  by  the  late  directors  of 
the  company. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
Ealing) :  The  Scinde,  Punjab,  and  Delhi 
Railway  was  purchased  at  the.  beginning 
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of  1886.  In  March,  1889,  the  amounts 
outstanding  on  account  of  surplus  profits, 
unclaimed  dividends,  etc.,  were  £133,596, 
which  by  December,  1894,  had  been 
reduced  to  £9,741.  The  sum  now  out- 
standing is  stated  to  be  £9,728.  The 
company  was  an  English  one,  and  the 
assets  have  always  been  in  England.  It 
would  be  apparently  for  the  Treasury,  as 
guardian  of  the  Imperial  revenues,  not 
for  the  Secretary  of  State  in  Council,  to 
consider  the  question  of  transferring  the 
money  to  the  Crown,  and  I  will  com- 
municate with  them  on  the  matter. 

INDIAN    UNIVERSITY    GRADUATES. 

Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG- 
GREE  (Bethnal  Green,  N.E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  he  can  state  how  many  Govern- 
ment scholarships  are  awarded  annually 
to  graduates  of  Indian  universities  for  the 
purpose  of  pursuing  their  studies  in 
Great  Britain ;  whether  it  is  an  indis- 
pensable condition  of  these  scholarships 
that  those  holding  them  should  join  the 
universities  of  Oxford  or  Cambridge; 
and,  considering  the  need  of  technical 
education  in  India  and  the  absence  of 
adequate  means  for  such  instruction 
there,  he  will  consider  the  advisability  of 
founding  additional  scholarships  for  the 
special  purpose  of  enabling  selected 
candidates  to  pursue  technical  studies  in 
Great  Britain  or  other  countries  of 
Europe. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON  :  Two  Govern- 
ment scholarships  are  awarded  annually 
to  graduates  of  Indian  universities.  The 
scholars  are  required  to  join  the  univer- 
sity of  Oxford  or  that  of  Cambridge. 
The  provision  of  technical  instruction  in 
India  is  a  matter  of  great  importance,  and 
the  (xovernment  of  India  have  done  and 
are  doing  much  to  develop  and  improve 
it.  I  will  call  their  attention  to  the  sug- 
gestion of  my  hon.  friend  with  regard 
to  the  foundation  of  additional  scholar- 
ships for  enabling  the  selected  candidates 
to  pursue  technical  studies  in  Europe  ; 
but  I  cannot  at  present  promise  anything 
more  than  this. 

Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG- 
^REE :  May  I  ask  whether,  pending  the 
foundation  of  additional  scholarships,  the 


noble  Lord  will  instruct  the  Government 
of  India  to  remove  the  restriction  as 
regards  joining  the  universities  of  Oxford 
or  Cambridge  in  the  case  of  candidates 
desiring  to  pursue  technical  studies  1 

*LoRD  G.  HAMILTON  :  I  must  ask  for 
notice. 

POST  OFFICE  SAVINGS  BANK 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer can  he  now  state  whether  the 
balance  sheet  of  the  Post  Office  Savings 
Bank  made  up  to  31st  December,  1900, 
showed  an  access  of  assets  over  liabilities 
or  an  excess  of  liabilities  over  assets, 
and  what  such  excess  was ;  can  he 
further  state  at  what  date  in  each  year 
the  making  up  of  the  balance  sheet  up 
to  the  end  of  the  preceding  year  is  usually 
completed,  and  whether  there  is  any 
objection  to  laying  it  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House  immediately  after  its  com- 
pletion ;  and  can  he  state  when  this 
balance  sheet  made  up  to  31st  December, 
1900,  will  be  presented  to  the  House. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Bristol, 
W.) :  The  balance  sheet  of  the  Post  Office 
Savings  Bank  made  up  to  31st  December, 
1900,  shows  an  excess  of  liabilities  over 
assets  amounting  to  £2,040,594  on  the 
price  of  the  securities  at  the  market  value 
of  the  day.  The  yearly  balance  sheet 
is  usually  completed  during  the  month 
of  July  in  the  following  year  ;  and  is 
published  as  an  appendix  to  the  Report 
of  His  Majesty's  Postmaster  General 
which  is  presented  to  both  Houses  of 
Parliament.  The  Postmaster  General's 
Report  now  in  course  of  preparation, 
which  will  contain  the  balance  sheet  for 
the  year  ended  31st  December,  1900, 
will  be  presented  during  the  present 
session  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
master General,  if  he  will  state  the  entire 
amount  paid  over  to  the  Exchequer  as 
profit  on  the  working  of  the  Post  Office 
Savings  Bank  since  the  establishment 
of  that  institution  in  1861,  and  also  the 
amounts  voted  by  Parliament  to  meet 
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any  deficiency  in  the  working;  will  he 
give  the  amount  charged  against  the 
cost  of  management  for  the  purchase  of 
land,  for  cost  of  new  buildings,  and  for 
postage  respectively;  and  can  he  state 
approximately  the  present  value  of  the 
land  and  buildings  thus  secured  to  the 
Government  at  the  cost  of  the  institution. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Austen  Cham- 
berlain, Worcestershire,  E.) :  The  hon. 
Gentleman  will  find  full  information  on 
these  matters  in  the  annual  report  of 
the  Postmaster  General,  to  which  I  must 
ask  him  to  refer. 

BUDGET  SURPLUSES— APPROPRIATION. 
Mr.  lough  (Islington,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  the  extra  amount  raised  by  the 
Loan  Bill  above  the  estimated  require- 
ments of  the  Budget  can  be  applied  to  the 
war  or  other  services  of  the  year  without 
Supplementary  Estimates  covering  the 
expenditure  being  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment ;  and,  if  not,  to  what  purpose  will 
the  money  be  applied. 

Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  :  The  answer 
to  the  first  question  is  in  the  negative. 
Any  surplus  not  required  for  expenditure 
would  be  devoted  to  paying  off  debt. 

SUGAR  DUTY  ON  CHUTNEY. 
Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG- 
GREE:  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  if  he  is  aware 
that  by  Order  No.  67,  1901,  of  the 
Board  of  Customs,  it  is  proposed  to 
impose  a  duty  of  2s.  per  cwt.  on  im- 
ported chutnies  by  reason  of  their  con- 
taining a  certain  percentage  of  sugar, 
and  that  this  rate  of  duty  is  equal  to 
almost  double  the  rate  payable  on  the 
average  proportion  of  sugar  found  on 
analysis  to  be  contained  in  the  different 
varieties  of  chutnies ;  and  whether, 
under  these  circumstances,  he  will  take 
steps  to  rectify  the  said  order  and  pre- 
vent the  overcharge  of  duty. 

Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  The  rate 
of  2s.  per  cwt.  on  chutney  is  certainly 
not  correctly  described  as  almost  double 
the  rate  payable  on  the  average  propor- 
tion of  sugar  in  the  article.    It  has  been 


fixed  on  the  results  of  the  analysis  of  a 
large  number  of  samples,  as  being  no 
more  than  sufficient  for  the  due  protec* 
tion  of  the  Revenue.  It  is  not  necessarily 
final ;  but,  pending  further  experience, 
I  am  not  prepared  to  reduce  it. 

'  Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG- 
GREE :  Is  it  not  the  case  that  one  of  the 
greatest  importing  firms  of  Indian  condi- 
ments had  an  analysis  made  and  fur- 
nished to  the  Board  of  Customs  which 
bore  out  the  figures  stated  in  the  ques- 
tion? 

Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  :  It  may  be 
they  do  import  an  article  containing  very 
little  sugar,  but  we  are  bound  to  take 
the  average  for  the  whole  trade. 


GREENWICH  UNION  BURIAL 
SCANDALS. 

Mr.  murphy  (Kerry,  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  cases  of  burial 
which  recently  occurred  in  the  Greenwich 
Union,  by  reason  of  which  several  people  • 
have  been  interred  under  incorrect 
names  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  Roman 
Catholic  inmates  have  been  buried  in  the  ' 
Protestant  cemetery  and  vice  versa,  and 
can  he  say  what  steps  have  been  taken 
to  prevent  similar  irregularities  in  future ; 
and  what  is  the  reason  of  the  delay  m 
complying  with  the  application  for  leave 
to  exhume  the  bodies  already  interred  in 
this  manner.  j 

*The  secretary  of  STATE  forthk 
HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Ritchie, 
Croydon)  :  The  grave  irregularities 
which  have  occurred  recently  in  con- 
nection with  the  burial  of  inmates  of  the 
Greenwich  workhouse  and  infirmary 
have  been  brought  under  my  notice  by 
the  guardians,  who  have  adopted  the 
report  of  a  special  committee  recommend- 
ing the  punishment  of  the  officials  mainly 
responsible,  and  the  adoption  of  regula- 
tions designed  to  prevent  any  recurrence 
of  such  scandals  in  the  future.  In  only 
one  case  has  application  been  made  to 
me  for  a  licence  to  remove  remains— by 
a  husband  who  desired  that  they  should 
be  ro-interred  in  a  private  grave — and  the 
licence  was  granted  without  undue  delay. 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


m 


Questions* 


{15  July  1901} 


Questions, 


434 


RATIONS  IN  THE  MERCANTILE 
BIARINE. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  a  case  at  South  Shields  where 
three  seamen  of  the  steamship  **  May- 
field  "  were  awarded  compensation  by 
the  bench  of  magistrates  for  receiving 
insufficient  food  on  board  ship,  and, 
fleeing  that  the  meat  on  the  **  Mayfield  ** 
was  unfit  for  use,  and  the  biscuits  in  such 
small  quantities  that  each  sailor  received 
but  one  a  day,  whether  the  Board  of 
Trade  will  take  steps  against  the  owner 
of  this  vessel  for  not  having  made  proper 
provision  for  the  feeding  of  the  crew. 

I  beg  also  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether  his  attention 
has  been  directed  to  the  case  of  the  crew 
of  the  British  steamship  **  Mayfield," 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  mercantile  marine  at  the 
port  of  North  Shields  has  reported  to 
the  Board  that  this  crew  upon  being 
discharged  from  this  vessel  complained 
of  having  been  kept  on  short  provisions 
for  forty  days,  and  that  they  claimed 
compensation  for  this  treatment  at  the 
time  of  their  discharge ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  superintendent  adjudi- 
cated in  the  case  of  certain  of  the  crew 
and  awarded  them  only  5s.  each  as  com- 
pensation, and,  seeing  that  four  other 
members  of  the  same  crew  objected  to 
such  adjudication  and  instituted  pro- 
ceedings before  the  South  Shields 
magistrates,  who  awarded  the  men 
£2  Is.  each  and  18s.  each  for  loss  of 
time,  whether  he  will  cause  inquiries  to 
be  made  as  to  the  reasons  of  the  North 
Shields  superintendent  for  making  the 
award   mentioned. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour, 
Leeds,  Central) :  My  attention  was  first 
called  to  the  case  referred  to  by  the 
hon.  Member  by  notices  of  his  questions, 
which  I  will  answer  together.  I  have 
communicated  with  the  superintendent 
at  North  Shields  and  with  the  owner  of 
the  **  Mayfield."  There  can  be  no  doubt, 
I  think,  that  the  food  supplied  during 
part  of  the  voyage  was  bad.  The  super- 
intendent did  not  adjudicate  in  any  way, 
but  three  of  the  men  took  the  case  into 
court  and  obtained  compensation,  the 
rest    accepting    their    wages     without 


demanding  any  addition  by  way  of  com- 
pensation. The  owner  assures  me  that 
it  was  his  wish  that  proper  and  sufficient 
food  should  be  provided.  He  is  making 
further  inquiries,  and  I  shall  doubtless 
hear  the  result,  when  I  will  further 
consider  the  case. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  May  I 
ask  if  the  Board  of  Trade  authorities 
make  any  provision  for  the  inspecting  of 
the  provisions  put  on  board  ships  of  this 
kind,  and,  if  so,  was  it  done  in  this  case  1 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  Certainly 
they  make  provision.  I  am  inquiring 
into  the  present  case. 

Mr.  NANNETTI  (Dublin,  College 
Green) :  What  progress  has  been  made 
with  the  inquiry  which  has  been  pro- 
mised into  these  matters  1 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  That  does 
not  arise  out  of  the  question. 

NORFOLK    SEA-COAST   DEFENCES. 

Mr.  SOAMES  (Norfolk,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  if  he  can  state  when  the 
Commission  of  Sewers  for  the  county  of 
Norfolk,  which  has  the  main  control 
over  the  sea-coast  defences,  was  formedj; 
whether  the  lands  rated  for  the  purposes 
of  the  commission  have  ever  been  re- 
assessed since  then  ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  commission  publishes  no  ac- 
counts, and  whether  he  will  order  an 
inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  matter. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNxMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Walter 
Long,  Bristol,  S.) :  I  understand  that 
the  question  relates  to  the  Commissioners 
of  Sewers  for  the  Eastern  Hundreds  of 
Norfolk.  I  have  no  authority  to  direct 
an  inquiry  with  regard  to  the  matters  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  refers,  but  I  am 
informed  that  the  first  commission  held 
by  the  commissioners  was  issued  in  1806, 
and  the  last  in  1900,  and  that  the  latest 
assessment  of  lands  for  the  purposes  of 
the  commission  was  made  in  1813.  The 
commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  the 
large  expense  which  would  be  involved 
in  the  re-assessment  of  the  lands,  con- 
sisting of  upwards  of  50,000  acres,  would 
be  useless,  as  the  levels  of  the  lands  upon 
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which  the  assessment  is  based  remain 
unchanged  in  almost  all  cases.  I  under- 
stand that  the  accounts  are  laid  before 
the  commissioners  at  their  annual 
meeting  in  November,  and  are  open  to 
the  inspection  of'  any  ratepayer.  An 
abstract  of  them  is  published  in  the  Local 
Taxation  Returns. 

NEW  EVENING  CONTINUATION 
SCHOOL    CODE. 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education  if 
he  will  consent  to  fix  a  later  date  than 
August  Ist,  under  the  new  Evening 
Continuation  School  Code,  for  sending 
in  applications  for  evening  schools,  so  as 
to  give  more  time  to  managers  and 
others  to  consider  their  proposals. 

The  vice-president  of  the 
BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  (Sir  J. 
GoRST,  Cambridge  University)  :  It  is 
intended  to  give  a  liberal  extension  of 
the  time  for  sending  in  applications,  but 
it  is  desirable  that  managers  should  ob- 
tain the  sanction  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion as  early  as  possible. 

NEW    EDUCATION    MINUTE. 

Lieut. -Colonel  TUFNELL  (Essex* 
S.E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  the  fact  that  the  Minute  of  the  Board 
of  Education  just  issued  omits  from  the 
new  code  the  subjects  of  instruction  in 
home  nursing  and  ambulance  work,  and 
will  he  consider  the  advisability  of 
restoring  these  subjects  by  a  fresh  minute 
of  the  Board. 

Sir  J.  GORST:  No  fresh  minute  is 
necessary.  Both  subjects  can  receive 
grants  under  the  fifth  section  of  the 
eighth  group  of  subjects. 

TRIAL  OF  LORD  RUSSELL. 
Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
whether  he  can  state  on  what  Vote  the 
expenditure  entailed  by  the  trial  of  a  peer 
in  the  House  of  Lords  will  be  borne. 

*  The  FIRST  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  Kent,  St. 


Augustine's) :  The  expense,  so  far  as  my 
Department  is  concerned,  is  borne  on  the 
Vote  for  Houses  of  ParUament  Buildings, 
Class  1,  Vote  3. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  rose  to  put  a 
further  question. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
question  has  been  fully  answered.  The 
hon.  Member  asked  for  and  has  been  told 
the  Vote,  and  he  cannot  now  discuss  the 
matter. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  :  But  I  want 
to  put  a  supplementary  question.  I 
want  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
seeing  that  he  as  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  is  responsible,  whether  the  esti- 
mates for  the  expense  now  being  incurred 
have  been  laid  before  him. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
had  better  put  that  question  down. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL:  Certainly. 
Sir. 


LONDON    TELEPHONE    SERVICE. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
as  representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  he  can  now  name  an  approxi- 
mate date  when  the  Post  Office  telephone 
service  in  London  will  commence 
business. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  The 
Postmaster  General  hopes  to  be  able  to 
begin  the  connection  of  subscribers  with 
the  Central  Exchange  and  some  others 
at  the  beginning  of  October. 

CANADIAN    PACIFIC    CABLE. 

Sir  EDWARD  SASSOON  (Hythe)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  he  will  state  to  the  House,  in 
connection  with  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Cable,  how  much  of  the  material  has 
fijready  been  manufactured  and  deUvered, 
what  instalments  have  been  paid,  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  provision  for  the 
completion  of  the  work  by  the  end  of 
1902,  satisfactory  progress  has  been 
made  towards  the  fulfilment  of  the 
contract. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN: 
None  of  the  cable  haar  y^^lj^f^manu- 
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factured  or  delivered,  but  several  cable 
houses  have  been  sent  out,  and  are  being 
erected  at  the  several  landing  places 
selected.  The  survepng  ship  has  already 
sounded  the  route  over  a  distance  of 
1,500  miles,  and  is  now  engaged  on  the 
same  work  between  Norfolk  Island  and 
Fiji.  The  landing  places  of  the  cable 
in  Queensland,  New  Zealand,  Norfolk 
Island,  and  Vancouver  have  been  decided 
upon,  and  preliminary  arrangements 
made  for  the  construction  of  staff 
quarters  and  station  buildings.  I  am 
informed  that  the  manufacture  of  the 
cable  begins  this  week.  One  instalment 
of  £287,463,  due  under  the  contract  on 
the  31  St  March  last,  has  been  paid  to  the 
contractors.  I  am  informed  that  the 
engineers  of  the  Pacific  Cable  Board  are 
satisfied  with  the  progress  made,  and 
with  the  abiUty  of  the  contractors  to 
complete  the  work  by  the  end  of  1902. 

[A  supplementary  question  and  answer 
were  both  inaudible.] 

PRIVATE    WIRES    FOR    PRESS 
MESSAGES. 

.Mr.  STUART  WORTLEY  (Sheffield, 
HaUam) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
master General,  whether  the  Postmaster 
(General  has  powers  not  possessed  by 
private  individuals  of  obtaining  way- 
leaves  for  telegraphic  wires  over  railway 
companies'  property ;  and  whether, 
before  refusing  the  recent  request  of  a 
Sheffield  newspaper  proprietor  for  a 
twenty-four  hours  private  wire  between 
Sheffield  and  London,  the  Postmaster 
General  made  inquiry  whether  on  any 
of  the  three  railway  Unes  connecting 
Sheffield  with  London  the  necessary 
wayleaves  could  be  obtained ;  and,  if  so, 
what  was  the  result  of  such  inquiry,  and 
whether  the  provision  of  private  wire 
accommodation  for  mercantile  and  other 
firms  has  been  a  very  remunerative  part 
of  the  business  of  the  Post  Office. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  It 
is  no  doubt  the  fact  that  the  Postmaster 
(General  has  wayleave  facilities  not 
possessed  by  private  individuals  in  regard 
to  the  use  of  the  principal  railway  lines 
for  the  erection  of  telegraphic  wires. 
The  Postmaster  General  is  fully  aware 
of  the  existence  of  the  three  railway  lines 


connecting  SheflSeld  and  Ix)ndon  as 
routes  for  telegraphic  purposes,  and  no 
special  inquiry  on  the  subject  was  needed* 
But  he  thinks  it  desirable  that  those 
overhead  routes  should,  under  present 
circumstances,  be  reserved  for  the  neces- 
sary extension  of  the  public  service. 
The  charges  for  private  wires  are,  of 
course,  fixed  on  the  basis  of  securing  a 
profit. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central) :  Do  I  understand  that  no 
inquiry  is  to  be  made  as  to  whether  the 
railway  companies  can  give  facilities  % 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  No 
inquiry  is  needed,  because  the  Postmaster 
General  is  in  possession  of  full  informa- 
tion. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT:  I  shall 
call  attention  to  this  on  the  Post  Office 
Estimates. 

Mr.  STUART  WORTLEY  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  a  private  wire  to  a  Leeds  news- 
paper passes  through  Sheffield. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  No, 
Sir  ;  no  private  wire  to  a  Leeds  newspaper 
passes  through  Sheffield. 

CHEAPER  TELEGRAMS. 
Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
master General,  if  he  will  consider  the 
expediency  of  accepting  telegrams  for 
abbreviated  addresses  registered  in 
London  at  a  minimum  charge  of  3d.  for 
six  words,  provided  that  the  telegrams 
are  handed  in  at  telegraph  offices  in  the 
Metropolitan  area. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The 
Postmaster  General  is  not  prepared  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  accepting  at 
a  minimum  charge  of  3d.  telegrams  of  the 
kind  suggested  by  the  hon.  Member. 


REGISTERED    TELEGRAPHIC 
DRESSES-SELL»S  LIST. 


AD- 


Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 

to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 

,  master  General,  whether  any  of  the  in- 

I  formation  contained  in  **  Sell's^  List  of 
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Registered  Abbreviated  Telegraph  Ad- 
dresses "  has  been  or  is  now  supplied  by 
officers  of  the  Post  Office  either  with  or 
without  the  sanction  of  the  Postmaster 
General ;  and,  seeing  that  the  accuracy 
of  a  work  of  this  description,  which  pur- 
ports to  be  a  list  of  telegraph  abbreviated 
addresses  registered  at  the  Post  Office, 
cannot  be  ensured  except  through  the 
assistance  of  the  Department,  will  he 
state  why  a  pecuniary  payment  has*  not 
been  secured  in  return  for  such  informa- 
tion ;  will  he  state  the  present  cost  of 
Sell's  List ;  and,  seeing  that  the  custody 
of  a  list  of  abbreviated  telegraph  addresses 
rests  primarily  with  the  Postmaster 
General,  will  he  state  why  a  list  is  not 
published  by  command  of  the  Postmaster 
General  at  a  reasonable  price  to  the 
public. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The 
abbreviated  telegraph  addresses  con- 
tained in  Sell*s  List  are  furnished  by  the 
Post  Office  in  pursuance  of  an  agreement 
between  the  Postmaster  General  and  Mr. 
Sell,  and  a  suitable  payment  is  made  by 
Mr.  Sell  for  the  information.  The  cost 
of  the  List  is  understood  to  be  18s.  to 
subscribers  and  21s.  to  non-subscribers. 
The  question  of  the  publication  of  an 
official  list  was  carefully  considered  when 
the  present  arrangement  with  Mr.  Sell, 
was  made,  but  it  was  thought  best  to  con- 
tinue to  leave  the  publication  to  Mr.  Sell 
who  was  the  originator  of  a  list  of  this 
kind.  The  Post  Office  does  not  recom- 
mend the  system  of  abbreviated  ad- 
dresses ;  and  would  much  prefer  that  in 
all  cases  full  addresses  should  be  given  in 
telegrams. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
master General,  in  view  of  the  difficulty 
experienced  by  the  public  in  securing  a 
registered  abbreviated  telegraphic  ad- 
dre^  in  London,  in  consequence  of  most 
suitable  words  having  already  been  appro- 
priated, will  the  Postmaster  General 
state  the  number  of  addresses  registered 
in  London ;  and  will  he  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  the  charge  for  a  tele- 
graphic address  registered  in  London 
two  guineas  instead  of  one  guinea  as 
hitherto. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The 
number  of  telegraphic  addresses  regis- 


tered in  London  by  the  Post  Office  is 
24,318.  The  question  raised  by  the  hon. 
Member  has  been  under  consideration 
from  time  to  time,  and,  while  the  Post- 
master General  is  reluctant  to  propose 
a  higher  charge,  he  fears  that  if  the  diffi- 
culty of  finding  suitable  words  for  r^gis- 
tratiom  increases  some  such  measure  may 
have  to  be  taken. 

SCOTLAND     AND    THE    KING'S    TITLE. 

Mr.  black  (Banffshire) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Lord  Advocate,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  revise 
the  Royal  Title  to  meet  the  claims  of  the 
colonies,  whether  the  Government  will 
in  this  connection  give  due  weight  to  the 
claims  of  Scotland  in  such  manner  as  to 
bring  His  Most  Gracious  Majesty's  Title 
into  due  conformity  with  the  hitory  of 
the  United  Kingdom. 

*The  lord  advocate  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) :  I  cannot 
admit  that  there  is  any  disconformity  in 
His  Most  Gracious  Majesty's  title  with  the 
history  of  the  United  Kingdom.  I  have 
already  explained  to  the  hon.  Member  as 
to  the  precedent  in  the  case  of  His  Majesty 
King  William  IV.  But,  apart  from  prece- 
dent, the  argument  of  the  hon.  Member 
that  the  title  of  Ed  ward  VII.  is  tantamount 
to  an  admission  by  His  Majesty's  Scottish 
subjects  that  the  claims  of  Edward  I.  of 
England  over  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland 
were  well  founded,  seems  to  me  to  be  an 
assumption  that  is  alike  at  variance  with 
fact,  with  grammar,  and  with  the  battle 
of  Bannockburn. 

MINERAL    RESOURCES    OF     IRELAND. 

Mr.  BOLAND  .  (Kerry,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  will  devote  any,  and, 
if  so,  what,  portion  of  the  funds  at  its 
disposal  to  the  discovery  and  develop- 
ment of  the  mineral  resources  of  Ireland, 
and  whether,  with  a  view  to  obtaining 
accurate  information  on  this  subject, 
the  necessary  survey  will  be  proceeded 
with. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  fob  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover) :  The 
Department  appreciates  the  importance 
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of  obtaining  accurate  information  on 
the  subject,  and  will  confer  with  the 
authorities  of  the  Geological  Survey  in 
the  matter. 


SLIGO  POLICE  HUTS. 
Mb.  O'DOWD  (Shgo,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  five  iron  pohce 
huts  are  being  erected  in  Shgo  county  ; 
and,  if  so,  will  he  name  the  localities  where 
it  is  proposed  to  erect  these  huts,  and 
those  for  whom  protection  is  intended. 

Mr:  WTNDHAM:  One  such  hut  is 
being  erected  on  the  Leitrim  farm,  near 
Achonry,  and  three  other  huts  will  be 
put  up  in  the  same  district.  Protection 
will  be  given  from  these  stations  to  any 
individual  who  may  be  threatened  or 
molested  in  the  pursuit  of  his  legitimate 
occupation. 

Mr.  O'DOWD:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  there  is  a  police 
station  there  already  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Yes,  but  it  is 
necessary  to  add  to  the  existing  accom- 
modation. 


SHILLELAGH    UNION    INQUIRY— CASE 
OF  DR.  FLINN. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
^.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  the  Local  Government  Board 
have  considered  the  report  of  the  sworn 
inquiry  held  by  Dr.  Fhnn  into  the  charges 
made  by  the  Shillelagh  guardians  against 
Dr.  Bolster,  and  can  he  state  when 
may  the  decision  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  be  expected. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  Board  hopes 
to  be  in  a  position  to  address  the  guard- 
ians on  the  subject  in  the  course  of  the 
present  week. 

CA8TLEMA0NER  (CORK)  FARM  SALE. 
Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  at  an  auction  of  meadowing  on  an 
evicted  farm  in  Castlemagner,  county 
Cork,  held  on  10th  instant,a  constabulary 


force  consisting  of  a  county  inspector^ 
three  district  inspectors,  and  over  100 
men  was  present,  and  can  he  state  what 
reason  is  given  by  the  constabulary 
authorities  for  the  presence  of  this 
force,  and  on  what  fund  the  expense  will 
fall  of  bringing  together  this  force  of 
constabulary. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  number  of 
men  present  was  sixty-one.  The  force 
was  assembled  on  the  occasion  for  the 
preservation  of  the  peace,  and  the 
expense  will  be  borne  by  the  Constabu- 
lary Vote. 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  Seeing  that  there  were 
only  fifty  people  present,  was  it  requisite 
to  have  so  large  a  force  on  the  occasion 
of  the  sale  of  a  few  tons  of  hay  ] 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Yes,  in  my  opinion 
it  was. 

SCARIFF  (CLARE)  WATER  WORKS. 

Mr.  DUFFY  (Galway,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  a  water-works  scheme  is  being 
promoted  for  the  town  of  Scariff,  county 
Clare ;  and  that  the  district  council 
made  the  cost  of  construction  a  dispensary 
district  charge  on  the  Scariff  electoral 
division ;  and,  seeing  that  under  this 
arrangement  the  ratepayers  of  Island- 
mor,  in  Lough  Derg,  nearly  twenty 
miles  distant  from  Scariff,  and  the  rate- 
payers of  Dromane,  surrounded  by  a 
congested  district  in  the  South  Galway 
parliamentary  division,  and  lying  in  thq 
most  distant  part  of  the  Scariff  rural 
district,  are  made  hable  for  the  repay- 
ments of  the  loan,  while  the  electoral 
divisions  of  Feakle  and  Annacarraga, 
lying  within  one  mile  of  Scariff,  are 
exempted  from  all  habihty,  whether  he 
will  take  steps  to  have  the  charge- 
abiUtv  of  this  loan  more  equally  distri* 
buted. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  cost  of  this 
scheme  if  levied  off  the  town  of  Scariff 
would  entail  a  tax  of  5s.  8d.  in  the  pound, 
whereas  if  it  be  made  a  dispensary 
district  charge  the  tax  will  amount 
to  less  than  3d-  If  put  on  the  rural 
district  the  rate  would  be  less  than  a  Id. 
With  these  facts  before  them,  the  council 
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has  resolved  to  charge  the  expenses  to 
the  dispensary  district,  and  the  Local 
Government  Board  proposes  to  act  in 
accordance  with  its  wishes  in  the  matter. 

BRUSNA  (KING'S  CO.)  DRAINAGE 
BOARD. 

Mr.  DELANY  (Queen's  County,  Os- 
sory) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  he  can  state  when  the  Brusna 
Drainage  Board,  King's  County,  last  met, 
and  whether  complaints  have  been  made 
by  taxpayers  of  the  manner  in  which 
this  board  has  discharged  its  duties 
recently,  and  what  amount  of  money  is 
at  its  disposal  annually  ;  can  a  statement 
of  expenditure  for  last  year  be  obtained  ; 
and  will  he  state  for  what  period  the 
Ballykenehan  tenants  have  been  paying 
drainage  tax  to  this  board,  and  whether 
the  charge  is  a  permanent  one. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  Drainage 
Board  held  a  statutory  meeting  on  the 
1st  February  last  for  the  election  of 
trustees.  No  complaints  have  recently 
been  made  to  the  Commissioners  of 
Public  Works,  but  they  are  always  pre- 
pared to  inquire  into  any  such  com- 
plaints and  to  take  steps,  if  necessary, 
to  ensure  the  maintenance  of  the  works 
as  provided  by  statute.  The  proprietor, 
not  the  tenants  of  the  lands  referred 
to  in  the  third  paragraph,  is  liable  for  the 
payment  of  maintenance  rates,  and  has 
presumably  paid  them  since  the  date  of 
the  award  in  1860.  The  Commissioners 
will  ascertain  the  amount  raised  over  the 
district  for  the  purposes  of  maintenance, 
and  the  expenditure,  in  the  past  year, 
and  I  will  communicate  the  figures  to  the 
hon.  Member  when  I  receive  them. 

IRISH     LAND     COURTS  — FAIR     RENT 
CASES. 

Mr.  CULLINAN  (Tipperary,  S.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that,  notwithstanding  Clause  7 
of  the  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1896, 
59  and  60  Vic,  a  number  of  farmers 
are  debarred  from  entering  the  Land 
Courts  either  to  get  fair  rents  fixed  or  to 
purchase  their  holdings  because  of  having 
sub-tenants ;  and.  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  said  sub-tenants  may  enter 
the  Land  Courts  and  gain  the  benefit 


of  the  Land  Acts,  while  the  direct  tenants 
are  compelled  to  pay  the  full  amount  of 
their  old  rents,  not  only  for  the  portions 
of  the  holdings  retained  by  themselves 
but  also  for  those  of  the  sub-tenants, 
though  the  rents  of  the  latter  have  been 
reduced  by  20  to  30  per  cent.,  whether 
he  can  say  that  steps  will  be  taken  to 
remedy  the  grievance  complained  of. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  There  are  no 
official  records  showing  the  number  of 
farmers  who  are  debarred  from  entering 
the  Land  Courts  for  the  reasons  stated. 
I  cannot  give  any  undertaking  to  intro- 
duce further  legislation  in  the  direction 
suggested  in  the  question. 

Mr.  CULLINAN  :  But  is  it  not  a  fact 
that  under  this  Clause  7  many  of  these 
farmers  are  debarred  from  entering  the 
Land  Courts  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  That  may  be, 
but  I  cannot  possibly  undertake  to  bring 
in  a  new  Land  Act,  with  reference  to  fair 
rents,  to  amend  the  Act  passed  in  1896. 

CONVEYANCE     OF     AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCE   ON  IRISH  RAILWAYS. 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  (Limerick, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretarj- 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  he  has  seen  the  statement  of 
Mr.  Herbert  Sullivan,  a  butter  exporter, 
to  the  eflfect  that  before  the  amalgama- 
tion of  the  Great  Southern  and  Western 
and  the  Waterford  and  Limerick  Rail- 
ways, his  consignments  of  butter  were 
taken  from  Newcastle,  county  Limerick, 
to  London  within  eighteen  hours,  and 
that  between  the  dates  18th  April  and 
26th  June  of  this  year  twelve  similar 
consignments  of  his  from  Newcastle  to 
London  on  twelve  different  dates  were 
not  delivered  until  four  or  five  days  after 

[  shipment ;  and  whether  he  will  take  any 
and  what  steps  to  test  the  truth  of  Mr. 

I  Sullivan's    charges ;    and,   if  they  are 

!  found  to  be  correct,  will  he  take  any, 
and,  if  so,  what  action  to  induce  or  com- 
pel the  Great  Southern  and  Western 
Company  to  give  a  better  service  to  the 
public,  so  that  Irish  farm  and  other  pro- 
ducts   may    be    expedited    to    English 

i  markets. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  statement  in 
question  has  been  received.    The  Depart- 
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ment    of    Agriculture    and    Technical  I  whether  the  petition  on  which  this  man 
Instruction  is  inquiring  into  the  matter.    ,  was  discharged  was   sent  to  the  justices 

before   whom     he   was   tried   for   their 

IRISH  NATIONAL    SCHOOL  TEACHERS. 


Mr.  JOHN  GORDON  (Londonderry, 
S.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  he  is  aware  that  some  manager 
of  national  schools  in  Ireland  prohibit 
the  teachers  under  their  control  from 
attending  or  becoming  members  of 
national  teachers'  associations,  or  insist 
as  a  condition  of  their  appointment  to 
schools  that  teachers  should  perform 
without  remuneration  duties  other  than 
those  of  teachers  of  such  schools ; 
whether  the  Board  of  National  Education 
in  Ireland  has  sanctioned  this  or  has 
issued  any  circular  or  instructions  in 
reference  thereto ;  and  whether  steps 
will  be  taken  to  remedy  the  alleged  evil. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  Commissioners 
have  no  official  knowledge  of 'the  attitude 
adopted   towards   teachers'   associations 
by  managers    of   national    schools.     It 
appears,    however,    from    a    newspaper 
report    of    a    conference    of    managers 
held  at    Armagh   on   the    13th    April,  ; 
1899,    that    a   resolution    was   adopted 
pledging  them  not  to  appoint  as  principal ' 
or  assistant  teacher  a  person  who  was  a 
member  of  the  Irish  National  Teachers' 
Organisation  as  then  constituted.     Ap- 
pointments  of  teachers  (except  in  the 
case  of  model  schools)  are  made  by  local 
managers    under    forms    of    agreement 
sanctioned  by  the  Commissioners,  which  | 
require  that  the  duties  of  the  teacher  | 
shall  be  such  as  are  in  accordance  with 
the  rules  of  the  Commissioners. 

EKLEASE    OF    AN    EMERGENCY    MAN 
FROM    GAOL. 

Mr.  CONDON  (Tipperary,  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  an  emergency  man  named 
Xoonan  was  sentenced  to  two  months 
imprisonment  with  hard  labour  for  a 
dangerous  assault  on  Mr.  James  Shee, 
Mullinahone,  such  assault  being  described 
by  the  resident  magistrate  who  presided 
at  the  trial  as  cruel  and  cowardly ;  and 
seeing  that  Noonan  was  discharged  on 
the  30th  June,  after  completing  one 
month  only  of  his  sentence,  can  he  state 


opmion. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  facts  are  cor- 
rectly stated  in  the  first  paragraph. 
The  magistrates  who  convicted  in  the 
case  were  the  resident  magistrate  and  a 
local  justice.  The  memorial  was  sent 
10  the  magistrates  in  the  usual  way,  but 
I  am  not  aware  whether  the  resident 
magistrate,  who  reported  upon  it,  con- 
sulted his  colleague  in  the  case.  I 
should  add  that  he  expressed  no  opinion 
in  favour  of  a  mitigation  of  the  sentence, 
and  insisted  on  the  brutal  character  of 
the  assault.  The  decision  to  remit  the 
remainder  of  the  sentence  was  arrived 
at  by  the  Lords  Justices  upon  a  considera- 
tion of  ^1  the  facts. 

Mr.  CULLINAN:  What  was  the 
reason  for  the  release  of  this  man  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  His  previous  good 
character. 

Mr.  CONDON :  Is  it  not  a  fact  that 
the  only  point  in  his  character  was  that 
he  had  been  an  emergency  man  ? 


[No  answer  was  returned.] 


CASTLETOWN  BEREHAVEN  NATIONAL 
SCHOOL. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY  (Cork  County,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  principal  teacher  of 
the  Castletown  Berehaven  male  national 
school  (Roll  No.  4,843)  has  been  denied 
his  share  of  equivalent  results  fees  to 
the  extent  of  £8,  in  consequence  of 
equivalent  fees  not  being  based  on  the 
results  fees  received  by  the  said  teacher 
for  the  periods  ending  1898,  1899,  and 
1900  ;  and  whether  he  will  see  that  this 
teacher's  case  is  reconsidered. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  am  informed 
that  the  equivalent  fees  were  based 
upon  the  results  fees  for  the  years  men- 
tioned, but  that  an  error  occurred  in 
the  calculation,  which  has  been  rectified. 
The  balance  of  £8  2s.  5d.  has  been 
remitted  to  the  teacher. 
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CLAIMS  FOR  MALICIOUS  INJUBIES  IN 
IRELAND. 

Mr.  O'DOWD:  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  whether 
he  is  aware  that,  in  selecting  areas  for 
the  applotment  of  amounts  awarded  in 
cases  of  claims  for  malicious  injuries, 
the  county  court  judges  in  parts  of 
Ireland  exempted  those  portions  occupied 
by  applicants ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
Mr.  Justice  Gibson,  at  the  SUgo  Assizes, 
recently  stated  that  judges  had  no 
jurisdiction  to  make  such  exemptions, 
and  whether,  under  the  circumstances, 
steps  will  be  taken  to  have  these  exemp- 
tion orders  cancelled  wherever  they  exist. 

|»The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.) :  According  to  the  reports 
published  in  the  newspapers,  Mr.  Justice 
Gibson  hafi  decided  as  mentioned.  The 
question,  however,  is,  I  think,  based  on 
a  misconception  of  the  relation  between 
the  Executive  and  the  Judiciary.  These 
determinations  of  the  judges  are  judicial 
decisions,  over  which  the  Executive 
have  no  control  whatever.  I  believe 
Mr.  Justice  Gibson  did  decide  the  point 
mentioned  in  the  manner  stated. 

Mr.   0*D0WD  :  Was  it  not  a  unani- 
mous decision  of  the  Irish  judges  1 

*Mr.  ATKINSON :  No,  Sir. 
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the    result    of    their    investigations  in 
alleged  maUcious  injury  cases. 

Mr.  CULLINAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  can  state  when  it  is 
contemplated  to  introduce  the  Local 
Government  Amendment  Act,  to  remedy, 
amongst  other  matters,  the  grievances 
complained  of  in  malicious  injury  claims^ 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  amendmg 
Bill  has  been  drafted,  and  I  hope  to 
introduce  it  at  an  early  date. 


LOCAL   GOVERNMENT   (IRELAND;   ACT 
AMENDING  BILL. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Cork 
County,  N.E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  prior 
to  the  passage  of  the  Local  Government 
(Ireland)  Act,  1898,  the  constabulary 
were  accustomed  to  give  to  all  parties 
interested  a  full  report  of  the  result  of 
their  investigations  into  alleged  maUcious 
injuries,  and  can  he  explain  why  this 
practice  has  been  discontinued ;  and 
will  instructions  be  issued  to  the  con- 
stabulary to  furnish  the  result  of  their 
inquiries  into  maUcious  injury  claims  to 
interested  appUcants  and  the  county 
And  district  councils  concerned. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  it  has  never  been 
the  practice  of  the  constabulary  to 
supply  parties  interested  with  reports  of 


WATERFORD  ASSIZES. 
Mr.  O'SHEE  (Waterford,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  Mr.  Justice  Johnson,  at  the 
assizes  for  the  county  of  Waterford  just 
concluded,  congratulated  the  grand  jiu-v 
on  the  crinjeless  condition  of  the  county, 
and  whether  this  fact  was  considered  by 
the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  when  it 
was  decided  to  apply  for  a  change  of 
venue  from  the  county  in  the  case  of  the 
TaUow  prosecution ;  and  whether,  having 
regard  to  the  character  of  the  Tallow 
case  in  the  view  of  the  law  officers,  he 
can  explain  why  they  advised  an  applica- 
tion for  a  change  of  venue. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  At  my  right  hoQ. 
friend's  request  I  will  reply  to  this  ques- 
tion. Mr.  Justice  Johnson  is  reported 
to  have  congratulated  the  county  on  the 
smallness  in  number  of  the  crimes  com- 
mitted in  it  since  last  assizes.  The 
advice  to  apply  for  a  change  of  venue 
was  given  by  me.  The  evidence  and 
reasons  on  which  that  advice  were  based 
are  stated  fully  in  the  affidavits  ground- 
ing the  motion  and  in  the  judgment  of 
the  court,  to  which  I  beg  to  refer  the 
hon.  Member.  I  must  respectfully  de- 
cUne  to  answer  more  fully  this  question, 
referring,  as  it  does,  to  a  pending  prosecu- 
tion, inasmuch  as  a  full  reply  would 
involve  an  expression  of  opinion  on  the 
merits  of  the  case. 

Mr.  EEDDY  (King's  County.  Birr): 
What  is  the  object  of  the  change  ot 
venue  1  Is  it  to  bring  the  case  before 
Peter  the  Packer  ? 

Mr.  O'SHEE  :  Is  not  the  case  deemed 
of  insufficient  importance  to  i  require  the 
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attendance  of  either  the  Attorney  General 
or  Solicitor  General  1 

Mr.  power  (Waterford,  E) :  Will 
any  portion  of  the  large  costs  entailed 
by  the  change  of  venue  he  borne  by  the 
Crown  1 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.) :  Is 
the  object  to  obtain  a  conviction  by  fair 
means  or  foul  ? 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 


LIMERICK  POSTAL  ARRANGEMENTS. 

Mr.  JOYCE  (Limerick) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  repre- 
aeating  the  Postmaster  General,  whether 
he  has  received  an  appUcation  from  the 
inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  St.  John's, 
in  the  city  of  Limerick,  which  is  a  thickly 
populated  portion  of  the  city,  asking  him 
if  he  would  establish  a  branch  post  office 
in  the  parish,  at  Broad  Street,  as  they 
complain  of  the  danger  of  posting  letters 
in  the  pillar  box,  as  lighted  matches  have 
from  time  to  time  been  thrown  into  it ; 
and,  seeing  that  there  is  also  a  demand 
for  stamps  and  postal  orders,  which 
cannot  be  got  nearer  than  half  a  mile, 
whether  he  will  accede  to  the  appUcation. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  The 
Postmaster  General  has  to-day  received 
the  appiicath>9  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers.  From  the  preliminary  inquiries 
that  have  been  made  it  does  not  appear 
that  there  is  any  case  for  establishing 
a  post  office  in  Broad  Street,  Limerick  ; 
but  the  inquiries  will  be  pursued,  and 
the  Postmaster  Generars  decision  shall 
be  conveyed  to  the  hon.  Member. 

BALTINGLASS    POSTAL    ARRANGE- 
MENTS. 

Mr,  JAMES  O'CONNOR :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
▼hether  the  memorial  signed  by  a 
i^umber  of  people  in  Baltinglass,  county 
Wicklow,  requesting  the  local  sub-office 
to  be  changed  to  a  chief  office,  has  been 
considered,  and,  if  so,  with  what  result. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The 
memorial  referred  to  has  been  very  care- 
iully  considered,  but  it  is  found  that  the 


circumstances  are  not  such  as  to  admit 
of  Baltinglass  being  made  a  head  office. 
A  full  reply  will  very  shortly  be  sent  to 
the  memoriaUsts. 

BALLYSHANNON  POST  OFFICE. 
Mb.  swift  MacNEILL  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  repre 
senting  the  Postmaster  General,  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  building  at  present 
used  as  a  post  office  at  Ballyshannon, 
county  Donegal,  is  inadequate  for  the 
purpose,  the  space  allotted  to  the  public 
being  only  four  feet  by  nine ;  and 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
of  late  years  the  postal  traffic  at  Bally- 
shannon has  increased,  the  Postmaster 
General  will  consider  the  desirability  of 
acquiring  a  more  commodious  building 
or  site  for  a  post  office  in  a  central  part 
of  the  town. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  t 
The  sub-post  office  at  Ballyshannon  is 
provided  by  the  sub-postmaster,  and  the 
space  allotted  to  the  public  is  about  as 
stated;  but  it  appears  that  there  is 
rarely  more  than  one  person  at  the 
counter  at  a  time,  and  no  case  of  over- 
crowding has  been  observed.  The  situa- 
tion is  fairly  central  In  connection  with 
a  revision  of  the  sub-post  master's  salary 
and  allowances,  which  is  now  under  con- 
sideration, the  question  of  requiring  him 
to  improve  the  office  accommodation  will 
be  considered;  but  the  amount  of  the 
business  is  too  small  to  warrant  the 
Department  in  entertaining  any  question 
of  providing  a  separate  building  for  the 
purpose. 

IRISH  LIGHT  RAILWAY  SUBSIDIES 
Mr.  O'MARA  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  he  will  state  the  names  of 
persons  to  whom  free  grants  were  granted 
under  the  Light  Railways  Act,  189C. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  I  shall  be 
happy  to  supply  the  hon.  Member  with  a 
Ust  of  the  various  companies  to  which 
grants  have  been  promised. 

NATIONAL    FOOD    SUPPLY. 
Mr.    JOHN    HUTTON    (Yorkshire, 
Richmond)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
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of  the  Treasury  whether  the  Govern- 
ment have  further  considered  the  ques- 
tion of  the  food  supply  of  this  country 
in  case  of  war  with  a  naval  Power  ; 
whether  it  has  been  reported  upon  by 
the  Joint  Naval  and  Military  Committee 
on  Defence ;  and,  if  not,  whether  he 
will  undertake  that  the  matter  shall 
be  referred  to  them,  or  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee of  this  House. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  This  subject  i»one  which,  of  course, 
engages  the  constant  attention  of  the 
Admiralty.  They  are  of  opinion  that  it 
turns  mainly  upon  the  strength  of  the 
Fleet ;  and  therefore  I  do  not  know  that 
anything  would  be  gained  by  the  inquiry 
which  my  hon.  friend  desires. 

WRONGFUL  DISMISSAL  OF  TEACHERS. 
Sir  JOSEPH  LEESE  (Lancashire, 
Accrington) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  when  the  Government 
proposes  to  introduce  the  Bill  to  afford 
means  of  appeal  to  teachers  in  cases  of 
alleged  wrongful  dismissal. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  can  give  no 
indication  at  present. 

SITTINGS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
CoLONET.  WYNDHAM  MURRAY 
(Bath) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether,  at  this  period  of  the 
year,  in  order  to  expedite  business  and 
enable  the  session  to  close  within  a  reason- 
able time,  he  will  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  proposing,  instead  of  the  sus- 
pension of  the  twelve  o'clock  rule,  that 
the  daily  sittings  of  the  House  should 
commence  earlier  than  at  present. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  There  is  a  great 
deal  in  the  suggestion  of  my  hon.  friend, 
but  it  will,  of  course,  require  a  debate  in 
this  House  before  we  could  make  any 
such  change  as  he  desires.  I  am  afraid, 
moreover,  that  the  mere  fact  that  there 
was  a  twelve  o'clock  rule,  and  therefore 
a  fixed  limit  to  the  debate,  would  towards 
the  end  of  the  session  seriously  impede 
the  progress  of  public  business. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Sir    H.    CAMPBELLBANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs):    With  regard  to  the 


business  of  this  week,  can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  give  us  complete  information  \ 
As  among  the  most  important  Votes  still 
outstanding  there  are  the  Foreign  Office 
and  Colonial  Office  Votes,  will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  contemplate  with  favour 
the  suggestion  that  those  two  Votes 
should  be  put  down  for  the  two  Fridays 
following  this  week — that  is,  for  the 
26th  instant  and  2nd  August  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Yes,  Sir;  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  expresses  that 
wish,  he  has  a  perfect  right  to  be  con- 
sidered in  the  matter ;  and  I  shaU  be  glad 
tD  fix  these  two  important  Votes  for  the 
days  which  he  desires.  I  shall  be  equally 
glad  to  fall  in  with  the  suggestion  that 
the  Foreign  Office  Vote  be  taken  first 
and  the  Colonial  Office  Vote  on  the  subse- 
quent Friday.  As  regards  next  Friday, 
it  will  be  in  the  recollection  of  the  House 
that  I  stated  a  few  days  ago  that  I  pro- 
posed to  take  the  Home  Office  Vote,  and 
some  observations  were  made  on  the  fact 
that  the  Report  was  not  in  the  hands  of 
Members.  I  had  hoped  that  it  would 
be  printed  in  time  for  the  discussion,  but 
I  find  that  under  our  existing  printing 
arrangements  that  cannot  be  carried  out ; 
and  in  those  circumstances  it  will  be  con- 
venient to  take  the  Consular  and  Diplo- 
matic Vote  on  Friday  and  other  votes  in 
Class  V. 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY  (York- 
shire,  W.R.,  Pudsey) :  When  does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  propose  to  take  the 
Agricultural  Rating  Bill  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  hope  to  intro- 
duce  the  Bill  this  week  ;  certainly  it  will 
not  be  long  delayed. 


NEW  BILLS. 

JUSTICES'     JURISDICTION      (LONDON^ 
BILL    [Lords]. 

Read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  263.] 

POLLING     ARRANGEMENTS      (PARLIA- 
MENTARY  BOROUGHS)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bai264.]  ,  .  , 
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POLLING     DISTRICTS    (COUNTr 
COUNCILS)   BILL   [Lords]. 

Read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed. 
\m  265.J 


EDUCATION  (No.  2)  BILL. 
Order  for  Committee  read. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  There  are  three 
histructions  on  the  Paper  referring  to 
this  Bill  The  first  Instruction  is  in  the 
name  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Morley 
Division  of  Yorkshire,  who  proposes 
to  instruct  the  Committee  to  divide  the 
BiB  into  two  portions.  The  Bill  em- 
powers school  boards  to  maintain  certain 
schools  out  (A  the  school  fund,  subject 
to  the  sanction  of  the  local  authorities 
and  the  conditions  they  impose.  What 
the  hon.  Member  proposes  is  that  the 
permission  to  school  boards  to  main- 
tain the  schools  shall  be  put  into 
one  Bill,  and  the  sanctions  and  con- 
ditions (A  the  local  authorities  into 
another.  In  order  that  an  Instruction 
of  this  kind  should  be  permitted,  the  Bill 
must  be  one  which  lends  itself  naturally 
to  the  division.  It  appears  to  me 
obvious  that  this  Bill  does  not  lend  itself 
to  the  proposed  division.  On  the  contrary, 
the  two  objects  of  the  Bill  are  made 
dependent  one  on  another.  The  In- 
struction is,  therefore,  out  of  order. 
The  next  Instruction,  standing  in  the 
oame  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Brecknock, 
is  out  of  order  for  the  same  reason. 
It  is  moreover  too  indefinite,  and  does 
not  state  what  is  to  be  included  in 
each  separate  Bill.  The  next  Instruction, 
standing  in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Rugby  Division  of  Warwickshire, 
is  out  of  order  because  it  is  a  mandatory 
Instruction  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House.  It  would  be  out  of  order  also 
if  it  were  not  mandatory. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
[Mr.  Stuart  Woetlby  (Sheffield,  Hallam) 


in  the  Chair.] 


Clause  1  :- 


The  deputy  CHAIRMAN :  The  first 
Amendment  is  out  of  order.     It   is  not 
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possible  to  postpone  part  of  the  clause. 
I  therefore  call  on  the  hon.  Member  for 
£ast  Northamptonshire  to  move  the 
second  Amendment. 

♦Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.)  said  he  wished  to  move  the  omission 
of  Sub-section  1.  The  Bill,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  small  portion  which  dealt 
with  the  indemnity  of  school  boards  in 
respect  of  surcharges  under  the  Cockerton 
judgment,  raised  the  whole  question 
which  was  discussed  on  the  motion  for 
Second  Reading,  and  he  would,  therefore, 
have  to  deal  with  it  on  somewhat  the 
same  general  grounds,  although  he 
might  not  perhaps  advance  exactly  the 
same  arguments.  His  objection  to  the 
central  proposal  of  the  Bill  was  that 
it  really  avoided  the  essential  issue  which 
was  before  the  country,  namely,  the  main- 
tenance of  a  certain  class  of  schools, 
irrespective  of  party  or  creed,  in  the  form 
in  which  they  now  existed.  Many  of 
those  who  were  prepared  to  consider 
favourably  changes  in  their  educa- 
tional system,  even  those  who  were 
ready  to  consider  such  changes  as  might 
result  eventually  in  the  transfer  of  the 
powers  of  school  boards  to  other  local 
authorities,  took  the  view  of  those  who 
were  challenging  the  policy  of  this  Bill. 
There  were  several  courses  open  to  the 
Government  in  dealing  with  the  issue 
raised  by  the  Cockerton  judgment. 
They  might  have  made  some  attempt 
to  dovetail  the  existing  system  of  continu- 
ation schools  into  a  system  of  interme- 
diate schools,  and  thus  to  make  a  begin- 
ning with  a  true  system  of  secondary 
education,  and  had  they  taken  that  course 
they  might  have  gradually  weeded 
out  any  imperfections  and  defects  in  the 
machinery  and  character  of  the  existing 
schools.  That  wafe  a  solution  the  Govern- 
ment had  entirely  rejected.  Next,  they 
might  have  made  the  measure  a  real 
suspensory  Bill,  tiding  over  till  next 
year  or  the  year  after  the  difficulty 
created  by  the  Cockerton  judgment, 
and  giving  the  country  fand  all  who 
had  the  interest  of  education  at  heart 
an  opportunity  of  considering  some 
tl^oroughly  adequate  solution  of  the 
problem,  and  of  arriving  at  a  com- 
prehensive scheme  for  the  improvement 
of  our  educational  system.  The  Govern- 
ment, however,  had   preferred  t9(3€^^ 
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instead  of  either  of    these    alternatives 
their  present  course — far  and  away  the 
worst  which  it  could  possibly  have  taken. 
ItjWas  granted  by  all  sane  men  that  there 
was  a  serious  risk  to  the  continued  ex- 
istence and  usefulness  of  these  schools 
if    the    present    system  were  rendered 
more    complicated    and  more    chaotic, 
as    it    woiUd  certainly  be  by  this   Bill. 
No  one  would  deny  that  if  they  were 
to    keep   the   schools   on   they   should 
keep   them   in   the  most  efficient  form 
that    they     could.      To  run     the    risk 
of    tearing   the   schools  to  pieces,    and 
of    having    perhaps    the    best    portion 
knocked  out  of  them  by  the  decision 
of  another  authority,  without  even  the 
power    of    the    Education    Department 
to    check    mis-management — an  autho- 
rity not  understanding  the  educational 
machinery — an  authority  which  was,  in 
fact,  an  inexpert  authority,  was  to  take 
the    worst    possible    course.     But    the 
Government  had  adopted  that  policy  in 
order,  he  supposed,  to  settle  a  question 
of  principle  and  achieve  what  after  all 
would    be    merely  a    forensic    victory. 
This    question    was   not    to    be  settled 
by  the  forces  which  met  together  for 
drafting  this  little  Bill.      Bigger  forces 
outside  the  walls  of  Parliament  would 
eventually    decide    the    question,     and 
those    who    assumed    that  the    Bill   in 
its  present    form    would    ever    achieve 
the  object  which  it  had  in  view,  namely, 
the    destruction    of    the    school    board 
system  and  the  transfer  of  the  control 
of  our  educational  system  from  a  directly- 
elected  authority  to  an  indirectly-elected 
and  co-optative  authority  were  reckon- 
ing   without    their    hosts.     Surely    the 
natural  course  would  have  been  to  have 
had  a  simple  suspensory  Bill,  and  to  have 
adjourned  the  main  question  to  a  subse- 
quent   session.      The   people    of    this 
country  thoroughly  understood   a   pro- 
posal to  maintain  the  existing  facilities 
until  the  wider   aspect  of    the    educa- 
tional system  could  be  fully  considered, 
but  they  naturally  viewed  with  profound 
suspicion  and    distrust   what   was    ob- 
viously an  attempt  to  carry  out  an  edu- 
cational revolution  by  stealth. 

They  could  not  discuss  that  Bill 
without  having  some  regard  to  the 
whole  policy  of  the  Government,  the 
successive  steps  they  had  taken,  and 
especially  the  minutes  and  codes  of 
Mr,  Channing, 


last  year    and   this.      He   did   not,   of 
course,    intend    to  put   himself  out  of 
order    by    dealing    with    these     wider 
questions,    but    his  point    was    simply 
that  the   sub-section   which  they  were 
now  discussing  made  it  incumbent  on 
an  authority  which  was  inexpert  and 
which  had  not  been  elected  to  deal  with 
that  educational  problem  to  determine 
difficult  and  delicate  problems.    It  was 
not  even  proposed  to  wait  until  they  had 
another  election  of  county  councils  or 
other  authorities  with  the  knowledge  in 
the  minds   of   the    electors   that    they 
were  asked    to    choose    an    authority 
to    deal     with     the     question.       The 
county   councils   were    asked    to    deal 
with   the  matter   on   the   spur  of  the 
moment,   and  he  ventured   to  suggest 
that  it  was  a  serious  thing  to  attempt 
to    transfer    a    compUcated    series    of 
issues  to  the  discretion  of    an    autho- 
rity not  elected  to  decide  these  ques- 
tions,   and    not    having   the   necessary 
experience  to  enable  them  to  arrive  at 
a  proper  decision  in  regard  to  them.    He 
would    not    deal    in    detail    with   the 
Minute  recently  issued,    but  he  would 
point  out  what  was  perfectly  within  the 
knowledge  of  everyone  who  had  even 
the  most  elementary  experience  of  educa- 
tional   machinery — namely,    that    that 
Minute  was  full  of  pitfalls ;  that  it  was 
exceedingly  difficult  to  judge  at  once^all 
the  results  of  it  in  various  schools ;  and 
that  the  issue  of  this  Minute  must  add 
enormously  to  the  grave  difficulty  for  an 
absolutely  inexpert  authority,   without 
technical  knowledge,  to  carry  out  a  com- 
plicated series  of  decisions  requiring  full 
appreciation  of  all  the  facts.  The  County 
Council  would  be  called  upon  to  decide 
a  question  of  the  greatest  possible  diffi- 
culty— whether  there   was  to    be  any 
demarcation  between  primary  and  secon- 
dary education  at  all,  and  if,  so,  where 
it  was  to  be  drawn.  Here  they  were  faced 
with  a  problem  upon  which  even  the 
greatest    experts    in    the   country  had 
the  most  serious  difficulty  in  arriving  at 
a  decision.     Was  it  prudent  to  throw  a 
question  of  that  kind  upon  the  county 
councils,    which    were    elected    to  deal 
with  questions  of  roads,  sewage,  sanita- 
tion, and  Ughting  ]    It  would  be  reckless 
mismanagement  and  misgovemment  to 
do  anything  of  th^  kind.     There  was 
also  the  question  of  overlapping.    Was 
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that  a  question  these  bodies  were  able  to 
Jeal  with  in  a  rational  way  ]  It  was 
perfectly  clear  that  it  presented  as  grave 
(difficulties  as  the  question  of  the  dis- 
tinction between  primary  and  secondary 
-education.  Did  they  expect  that  the 
county  councils  through  committees 
would  be  able  to  deal  instantly  with  the 
relative  importance  of  the  schemes  and 
'Curricula  of  the  diflferent  schools,  and 
decide  how  much  tHey  would  allow  or 
would  not  aUow  1  They  were  throwing  a 
problem  on  the  county  councils  upon 
which  it  was  practically  impossible  for 
them  to  arrive  at  a  decision.  They  would 
lave  to  deal  with  questions  of  staflF  and 
•expenditure,  which  involved  considera- 
tions of  every  possible  kind ;  and 
while  he  did  not  in  the  slightest 
degree  underrate  the  value  of  their 
work  in  connection  with  the  technical 
*class^  under  their  control,  he  said  that 
to  ask  them  on  the  spur  of  the  moment 
to  settle  those  questions  on  a  week  or  two's 
notice  was  the  culmination  of  insanity  in 
ti  legislative  proposal.  It  seemed  to  be 
■supposed  by  some  who  had  argued  in 
favour  of  the  Bill  that  the  county  coun- 
-cils  in  the  exercise  of  their  discretionary 
powers  with  regard  to  this  new  educa- 
tional machinery  would  have  the  power 
-of  spending  money  in  connection  with 
those  matters.  He  did  not  think  they 
would  have  the  power  of  spending  any 
money  except  under  the  Technical 
Instruction  Act.  That  money  was  prac- 
tically forestalled. 

He  had  read  very  carefully  the 
^ucational  press,  not  only  from  the 
point  of  view  which  he  took,  and 
with  which  he  found  himself  logically 
identified^  in  the  course  he  had  taken 
with  regard  to  education,  but  also  with 
regard  to  the  contentions  advanced  on 
the  other  side,  and  he  ventured  to  say 
they  would  not  find,  except  in  one  or 
two  extremely  opinionated  men,  and 
those  somewhat  youthful  and  enthu- 
siastic, emytldng  like  an  attempt  to  deal 
with  the  difficulties  which  they  had  to 
face  at  the  present  time.  They  had 
heard  a  great  deal  of  the  character  of 
the  schools.  The  Vice-President  had 
tried,  unworthily  and  unjustly,  to  create 
a  violent  prejudice  against  the  evening 
schools  carried  on  by  the  London  School 
Board  and  other  school  boards,  because, 
torsooth,  one  of  the  attractions  of  the 


schools  was  that  they  included  dancing 
in  the  curricula  as  one  of  the  recognised 
exercises.  If  it  was  bad  advice  that  any 
attraction  of  this  kind  should  be  included 
in  the  evening  schools,  what  would  the 
House  think  of  the  position  of  Scotland 
in  the  matter  1  On  27th  December  last 
year  Sir  Henry  Craik  wrote  to  the  school 
board  of  DunfermUne  that  the  Board  of 
Education  saw  no  reason  to  object  to 
the  inclusion  of  dancing,  that  the  extent 
to  which  it  was  carried  was  a  matter 
primarily  for  the  school  board  to  decide, 
and  that  the  Board  of  Education  had 
no  doubt  the  school  board  would  pay 
careful  attention  to  that.  Mr.  Sidney 
Webb,  the  greatest  champion  in  London 
of  the  mujiicipalisation  of  education, 
had,  in  a  recent  paper,  justified  the 
"  organisation  of  pleasure  in  the  poly- 
technics, with  the  object  of  attracting 
young  people  to  technical  education." 
He  was  not  himself  specially  in 
favour  of  introducing  attractions  of 
that  kind  into  education  of  any  sort; 
he  thought  it  would  be  better  outside. 
But  surely  the  argument  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  other  night  was 
absolutely  beside  the  point,  because  the 
real  answer  was  that  England  had  been 
backward  in  this  question  of  evening 
continuation  schools  on  account  of  our 
not  having  the  compulsory  system  which 
prevailed  in  many  parts  of  Germany 
and  other  continental  countries,  and 
which  we  ought  ^to  have  if  we  were 
to  attain  anything  like  a  level  with 
Germany  in  these  matters.  What  was 
the  attitude  of  the  county  councils 
themselves  1  Did  they  welcome  the 
responsibiUties  %  He  did  not  know 
whether  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  was  aware  that  the  county 
council  of  Northampton  had  rejected 
this  Bill  by  a  vote  of  two  to  one  in  a  full 
meeting  last  Thursday.  He  believed 
that  only  two  members  of  the  county 
council  spoke  in  favour  of  the  Bill. 
Everybody  else  opposed  it  as  an  inade- 
quate and  unsatisfactory  measure.  That 
was  a  county  council  in  which,  assuming 
that  the  Liberal  Unionists  were  in  ordi- 
nary politics  supporters  of  the  Govern- 
ment, he  should  think  that  certainly 
two  to  one  were  against  the  party  to 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  belong. 

The  policy  of  this  Bill  was  against  the 
instincts  and  wishes  of  the  largest  and 
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most  representative  working  men  bodies 
in  this  country.  He  was  present  that 
afternoon  at  a  gathering  of  representa- 
tives of  co-operators  who  waited  on  some 
Members  of  the  House.  That  body,  repre- 
senting 1,750,000  of  persons,  declared 
emphatically  against  the  whole  of  that 
legislation.  They  declared  in  the  most 
emphatic  way  in  favour  of  direct  control 
of  education  and  against  the  suppres- 
sion of  or  injury  to  the  higher  grade 
and  evening  schools.  He  was  informed 
that  in  many  evening  schools,  even 
without  compulsion,  the  attendance  was 
not  at  all  what  the  Vice-President  tried 
to  make  out.  The  evening  school 
statistics  taken  from  the  return  for 
1900  showed  that  the  number  of  pupils 
of  all  ages  in  both  voluntary  and 
board  schools  was  509,251,  of  whom 
348,668  were  above  the  age  of  fifteen. 
The  average  attendance  was  206,335. 
That  showed  an  average  attendance  even 
without  compulsion  of  40  per  cent.,  and 
his  information  was  that  the  percentage 
of  attendance  was  nearly  as  good  as  in 
some  of  the  day  schools  in  many  parts  of 
the  country.  Another  charge  brought 
against  these  schools  was  that  they  were 
undermining  and  destroying  the  secon- 
dary schools.  He  had  in  his  hand  the 
figures  with  regard  to  the  evening  schools 
in  the  town  of  Birmingham.  The  atten- 
dance there  was  2,281  under  fifteen  years 
of  age,  and  6,930  over  fifteen,  and  he  was 
informed  that  it  would  be  impossible 
under  this  Bill,  and  under  the  minute, 
to  carry  on  the  evening  schools  for  the 
2,281  who  were  under  fifteen,  these 
being  puMic  elementary  schools.  He 
had  another  piece  of  information  from 
Birmingham  bearing  on  the  fact  that 
these  schools  did  not  undermine  and  cut 
away  ground  of  the  higher  and  secondary 
education  which  it  was  so  important  to 
develop.  In  Birmingham  there  was  one  of 
the  best  secondary  schools  in  the  country 
— ^King  Edward's  School.  When  the  first 
of  the  higher  grade  schools  was  started 
there  were  2,000]  pupils  in  King  Edward's 
School.  There  were  now  several  of  these 
higher  grade  schools.  There  had  been 
an  increase  of  900  pupils  in  the  higher 
grade  schools,  and  so  far  from  this 
increase  having  been  drawn  from  King 
Edward's  School  there  had  been  in  the 
same  time  an  increase  of  over  700  pupils 
in  King  Edward's  School.  The  policy 
Mr,  Charming. 


which  underlay  the  Bill  was  the 
stamping  out  of  the  higher  grade 
schools.  The  Bill  was  really  an  appeal 
to  the  prejudices  and  narrow-minded- 
ness of  some  of  the  county  councils  in  the^ 
country  to  cut  down  education.  That  was- 
the  sort  of  nonsense  which  was  talked 
about  overlapping.  Instead  of  under- 
j  cutting  the  secondary  schools,  these 
higher  grade  schools  supplied  a  large 
number  of  the  pupils  of  the  very  best 
material  for  the  higher  secondary  schools. 
He  was  told  that  in  the  technical  schools- 
in  Birmingham  there  was  the  constant 
difficulty  that  pupils  came  there  who 
were  absolutely  unfitted  for  and  incap- 
able of  carrying  out  the  calculations 
necessary  for  laboratory  work.  And 
what  happened  %  The  managers  of  the 
technical  schools  had  to  send  them  back 
to  the  higher  grade  schools  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  treating  with 
contempt.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  trying  to  oust  the  youths  from 
these  schools  where  alone  they  could 
sharpen  their  wits  and  obtain  the 
knowledge  absolutely  necessary  for  them 
to  enable  them  to  make  proper  use 
of  the  secondary  schools.  He  had 
attempted  to  lay  before  the  Committee 
some  of  the  grave  difficulties  raised  by 
the  Bill  and  to  answer  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  flimsy,  unsubstantial,  and 
not  specially  creditable  case  against  the 
school  boards.  He  had  also  brought 
before  the  Committee  the  very  grave 
difficulties  which  would  be  creat^  by 
giving  a  discretionary  power — even  if 
they  wished  to  exercise  it  in  a  broad  and 
generous  spirit — to  the  county  councils 
which  were  not  elected  for  the  purpose, 
and  which  had  no  experience  of  the 
educational  problems  which  had  puzzled 
those  who  had  given  their  whole  lives 
to  them.  He  wished  he  could  say  that 
he  hoped  his  motion  had  been  accepted, 
but  he  trusted  the  debate  whioh  he  had 
tried  to  open  in  as  conciliatory  spirit  as 
he  could,  dealing  with  such  a  question, 
might  lead  to  some  speeches  which  would 
throw  greater  light  on  the  main  issue 
and  might  also  lead  to  some  concession 
or  compromise,  and  so  save  those  schools 
which  were  of  such  vital  importance  to 
the  country,  and  enable  them  without 
party  feeling,  or  controversial  bitterness 
to  enter  next  year  on  the  discussion  of 
the  reform  of  our  educational  system^ 
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fully,  logically,  and  radically  from  end  to 
«nd. 

Amendment  proposed — 

^*Iii  page  1,  line  5,  to  leave  out  Sub-clause 
iXj.^—iMr.  Channing.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  the  words 
*  Where  a  school  board  '  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the 
BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  (Sir  J.  Gorst, 
Cambridge  University) :  The  Amend- 
ment moved  by  the  hon.  Member  who 
lias  just  sat  down  is  not  really  an  Amend- 
ment on  the  Bill,  but  means  an  invitation 
to  the  Committee  t«  reject  the  Bill 
altogether. 

♦Mr.  CHANNING :  I  beg  the  right 
^on.  Gentleman's  pardon.  The  rejec- 
tion of  this  lub-section  will  leave  it  per- 
iectly  possible  for  the  Government  to 
ipass  am  indemnity  Bill  in  the  second 
^fiub-sectiom  with  slight  verbal  amend- 
inent& 

Sir  J.  GORST ;  If  the  Amendment 
were  carried  the  whole  substance  of 
the  Bill  would  be  rejected  and  only  a 
«mall  fraction  of  it  would  be  left.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  has  only  entered  on  a 
renewal  »f  the  discussion  which  was 
•condmcted  by  the  House  for  two  nights 
last  week,  and  he  has  not  produced  any 
4irgument  which  was  not  then  fully  con- 
:aidered.  I  am  sure  the  Committee  do 
not  wish  me  to  follow  him  in  his  speech 
;and  t«  review  over  and  over  again  all 
those  propositions  which  were  discussed 
And  decided  upon  by  the  House.  I 
most  certainly  hope  that  the  Committee 
will  not  dwell  very  long  upon  these  sort 
•of  preliminary  objections  to  the  Bill,  but 
3et  us  get  on  to  consider  the  Amend- 
ments on  the  Paper  and  see  what  altera- 
tions, if  any,  may  be  made  upon  it. 

*Mr.  ROBERT  SPENCER  (Northamp- 
tonshire, Mid)  said  that  the  right  hon. 
'Oentleman  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Council  had  referred  to  the  speech  of  his 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  East  North- 
ampton as  a  rehash  of  his  former 
'Speeches  and  a  rechauffe  of  the  debate  of 
last  week.  But  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
anan  must   be   absolutely   unaware,    in 


saying  so,  that  the  great  county  of  North- 
ampton had  given  a  decision  on  these 
points.  So  far  as  he  knew  the  Northamp- 
ton County  Council  was  the  first  which 
had  discussed  the  effect  of  this  Bill.  He 
had  the  honour  of  a  seat  on  the  North- 
ampton County  Council  and  he  had  been 
very  glad  indeed  to  listen  to  the  debate 
which  had  been  initiated  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  whom  he  could  not  say  was 
of  the  same  political  complexion  as  him- 
self, but  who  had  made  an  admirable 
speech  strongly  objecting  to  the  power 
which  this  Bill  proposed  to  give  to  county 
councils.  He  might  lay  himself  open  to 
the  acidulated  criticism  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  if  he  ventured  to  quote  what 
the  Northampton  County  Council  had 
done.  All  the  same  he  would  state  it. 
Many  of  the  members  of  the  county 
council  were  entirely  opposed  to  each 
other  in  politics,  but  the  result  of  their 
debate  last  week  was  that  the  whole 
council,  or,  at  least,  the  large  majority, 
were  strongly  in  favour  of  efficient  educa- 
tion, which  would  not  be  promoted  if 
this  Bill  were  passed  into  law.  He  would 
point  out  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman — 
though,  of  course,  that  might  be  a  matter 
too  trivial  for  his  interest,  still  it  was  a 
matter  of  importance  to  the  county  of 
Northampton — that  the  great  majority 
which  supported  the  resolution  asked 
that  the  powers  proposed  in  the  Bill 
should  not  be  given  to  the  county  councils 
and  that  majority  was  made  up  not  of 
one  but  of  all  political  parties.  Ap- 
parently the  real  reason  for  the  fear  of 
the  Northampton  County  Council  on 
this  subject  was  that  a  new  duty  and 
new  labour  would  be  thrown  upon  the 
council  which  they  did  not  wish,  and 
that  at  the  back  of  it  all  there  would  be 
brought  in  a  new  question  which  in  the 
past,  and  undoubtedly  in  the  future, 
would  raise  considerable  feeling  and 
possibly  religious  animosity,  which,  of  all 
the  feelings  in  the  world,  this  House 
ought  to  do  its  utmost  to  prevent.  Of 
course  this  whole  thing  came  from  some 
unfortunate  person  of  the  name  of 
Cockerton,  and  they  quite  understood 
that  the  county  councils  of  England 
heartily  detested  the  name  of  Cockerton. 
At  the  same  time  it  was  far  too  important 
a  matter  to  decide  against  the  wishes  of 
the   localities,  and   he   hoped    his    hon. 
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friend  would  go  to  a  division,  and  that 
the  House  would  do  its  utmost  to  support 
the  local  authorities  in  rejecting  the  Bill. 

*Mr.  TREVELYAN  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Elland)  said  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man in  charge  of  the  Bill  had  com- 
plained that  this  was  not  an  Amendment, 
but  that  this  was  a  motion  destructive  of 
the  substance  of  the  Bill.  The  substance 
of  what  they  wanted  to  do  by  this  Bill 
was  to  enable  the  school  boards  to  con- 
tinue to  do  the  work  which  they  had 
been  doing  for  many  years  past ;  and 
they  wanted  to  find  the  simplest  and  most 
satisfactory  way  of  doing  it.  By  cutting 
out  the  first  sub-section  they  left  in  the 
last  sub-section  to  which  some  such 
proposition  might  be  added  as  that  sug- 
gested by  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Worcestershire,  by  which  exception 
might  be  applied  to  expenses  incurred 
before  31st  July,  1902.  In  that  event 
the  second  sub-«ection  would  meet  the 
whole  difficulty  without  any  appUcation 
whatever  to  the  local  authority,  to  which 
the  Government  wished  the  school 
boards  to  apply.  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  said  the  other  night  that  the 
Government  could  not  consent  to  that  be- 
cause it  would  be  a  triumph  for  the 
school  boards.  Of  course,  as  things 
stood  now,  it  would  undoubtedly  cause 
the  friends  of  the  school  boards  to  chuckle 
if  the  Grovernment  were  to  throw  over  the 
proposition  of  putting  the  consent  into 
the  hands  of  the  county  councils.  But 
putting  aside  the  fact  that  possibly 
they  might  for  a  moment  gloat  over  it, 
the  proposal  of  lea\'ing  it  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government  to  consent 
to  the  school  boards  continuing  their 
work,  would  not  extend  the  field  of  the 
work  of  the  school  boards  at  all,  it  would 
not  commit  ParUament  to  saying  that  in 
future  they  would  not  restrict  the  field 
of  the  school  boards,  and  it  would,  in  no 
sense  whatever,  recognise  the  ad  hoc 
principle  for  the  future.  He  wished 
to  make  it  perfectly  clear  that  a  very 
large  number  of  Members  even  on  that 
side  of  the  House  were  not,  and  would 
not  be,  committed  to  the  ad  hoc  principle. 
Personally  he  did  not  look  forward 
to  directly-elected  authorities  in  all  the 
counties  controUing  our  education  for 
the  future.  He  very  much  doubted 
if   the   Government   had   introduced   a 

Mr.  Robert  Spencer. 


Bill  deaUng  with  the  whole  question  ot' 
education  and  placing  it  into  the  hands- 
of  the  county  authorities  whether  he= 
would  have  voted  against  it.  What  they 
objected  to  was  a  sort  of  municipalisatioik 
which  this  Bill  proposed.  It  was  a^ 
victory  against  the  school  boards  of  ther 
worst  sort  because  theywere  not  substi- 
tuting the  municipal  authority  for  an 
ad  hoc  authority ;  they  were  simply 
saying  that  if  the  county  councils  pleased 
they  might  veto  the  work  of  the  school 
boards. 

There  w&re  two  possibitities  result- 
ing from  the  first  sub-section.  First* 
that  the  county  councils  might  univer- 
sally  continue  these  schools.  If  so,  the 
harm  done  by  the  Bill  would  be  com- 
paratively smalL  But  even  there  this, 
sub-section  was  objectionable,,  because: 
the  extension  of  the  work  of  the  scheooL 
boards  would  be  prevented^  and  because^ 
there  would  be  a  very  large  amount 
of  friction  between  the  two  authorities. 
But  the  othw  proposition,  important 
for  the  Committee  to  consider,  was  that 
the  county  councils  might  impede  the 
continuance  of  this  work  of  the  schools 
boards.  It  was,  after  aH,  not  so  very- 
unreasonable  to  suppose  that  that  was. 
what  many  of  them  would  do.  This 
Bill  had  been  brought  into  existence  by 
a  speech  from  the  Vice-President  of  the^ 
Council  in  which  he  made  a  direct  attack 
upon  these  higher  grade  and  evening 
continuation  classes  as  worthless ;  and 
what  was  that  but  an  invitation  to  the 
county  councils  to  suppress  these  classes  t 
What  was  that  but  an  intimation  that,, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Grovernment,  it 
would  be  well  if  they  did  sol  Then  a 
minute  had  been  issued  which,  apart- 
from  the  Bill  altogether,  would  destroy 
a  great  deal  of  the  work  which  was. 
being  carried  on.  As  an  indication 
of  the  tendency  of  the  Grovernment 
in  the  Bill,  there  was  the  fact  that 
the  county  councils  were  to  be  pre- 
vented from  setting  up  a  greater 
number  of  classes  than  existed  at  present. 
Municipahties  would  be  perfectly  justified 
in  regarding  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  an  invitation  to  them  to  use  the 
power  which  was  to  be  given  to  them 
to  suppress  these  classes.  Was  that, 
a  prospect  of  which  the  Committee  would 
approve  ]  Was  it  worth  while  for  the- 
sake  of  laying  ^QJf n^  b^  (Efe^^  ^"^ 
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the  risk  of  destroy  ing  the  work  which 
was  now  being  done  %  Further,  no 
opportunity  was  to  be  given  to  the  local 
authorities  to  set  up  anything  in  the 
place  of  these  classes.  Surely  if  these 
classes  were  not  being  carried  out  in  a 
manner  that  was  satisfactory  to  the 
Education  Department  and  to  the  Con- 
serrative  party,  an  endeavour  should  be 
made  to  improve  and  not  to  destroy 
them.  Therefore  he  said  the  Govern- 
ment were  beginning  at  the  wrong  end 
in  attacking  the  great  school  boards. 
Many  hon.  Members  would  admit  that 
elementary  education  was  unsatisfactory 
as  far  as  the  small  school  boards  and 
the  necessarily  unprogressive  voluntary 
schools  were  concerned,  and  every  hon. 
Member  would  admit  that  secondary 
education  could  be  improved ;  but  was 
that  any  reason  for  attacking  that  part 
of  the  education  system,  the  large 
school  boards,  which  were  the  only 
part  of  the  education  system  which 
had  been  working  excellently  in  the 
past  ?  The  school  boards  were  attempt- 
ing to  fulfil  a  duty  which  no  other  body 
had  attempted ;  and  the  Government 
were  now  endeavouring  to  cut  off  their 
power  to  carry  out  the  small  amount 
of  secondary  and  advanced  education 
which  was  given  before  there  was  any- 
thing to  replace  it.  He,  and  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  thought  with  him,  would  take 
every  opportunity  of  protesting  against 
that,  and  would  fight  the  Bill  Une  by  Une. 

*SiR  ALBERT  ROLLIT  (IsUngton,  N.) 
said  that  a  remark  or  two  of  the  two 
preceding  speakers  who  had  speculated  as 
to  what  action  the  county  councils  and 
the  municipalities  would  be  likely  to 
take  led  him  to  desire  to  make  a  few 
remarks.  The  hon.  Member  for  East 
Northamptonshire,  in  protesting  against 
the  present  proposed  legislation,  was 
attacking  the  wrong  point  altogether 
with  rrference  to  the  matter.  The 
difficulties  which  existed  in  giving 
Technical  Instruction  were  due  largely, 
in  Yorkshire  at  any  rate,  to  want  of 
both  secondary  and  elementary  educa- 
tion, and  though  he  admired  in  a  very 
high  degree  the  work  of  the  school 
boards,  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  reflec- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  was  a  reflection 
on  the    elementary  schools  conducted, 


among    others,   by  the  school    boards. 
The     hon.    Member     for    the     Elland 
division    spoke   of    the    probable    atti- 
tude of  the    county  councils   and   the 
municipalities    with    reference    to    the 
Bill.      He    could     not    speak   for    the 
county  councils  as  he  knew  very  little 
about  their  work,  but  he  was  authorised 
to  say  on  behalf  of  the  Council  of  the 
Municipal  CJorporations*  Association  that 
they  desired  that  the  late  Bill  should  be 
passed  and  that  they  thoroughly  approved 
of  its  municipal  principle ;  and  it  had 
better  be  understood,  once  for  all,  that 
whatever    the    boroughs    could    do    to 
further  the    main    municipal  principle 
of  .  the    Bill     would     be     done.     The 
hon.    Member   for  the   Elland   division 
apprehended  that  there  would   be  fric- 
tion  and   hostiUty,    and    he    had    said 
that  the  Bill  was  an  invitation  to  thd 
municipalities  to  suppress  certain  schools 
the  classes  which  were  now  being  held. 
First  of  all,  he  did  not  think  that  the 
municipalities    would    for    a    moment 
consent  to  entertain  any  such  invita- 
tion.   They  would,  he  was  firmly  con- 
vinced, form  an  opinion  on  their  own 
judgment,      always      considering     that 
among  the  highest  of  all  their  interests 
was    the    improvement    of    the    public 
education    of    the    country.     They  had 
not  worked    in  the   direction  imputed 
to  them  under  the  Act  of  1889,  one  of 
the  provisions    of    which    was   almost 
identical  with  the  provisions  in  the  Bill 
before  the  Committee,  as  it  stated  that 
j  the    municipaUties  might,  on  the  appli- 
cation of  the  school  boards,  aid  certain 
secondary  forms  of  education  ;  and  sums 
had  already  been  voted  for  that  purpose 
to  the  school  boards,  and  to  these  very 
schools  and  classes,  thcKigh  apparently 
without  any  general  knowledge  of  the  fact. 
He  could  give  numerous  instances,  and 
was  it  not  a  fair  inference  that  the  munici- 
paUties, animated  with  the  highest  desire 
for  bettereducation,  wouldpursuethesame 
course  of  action  as  regarded  the  present 
Bill,    But  to   put    the   matter   beyond 
doubt  as  far  as  the  municipalities  were 
concerned,   he  would  read  a  resolution 
which    had    been    unanimously    paj^^^^o 
by   the    Education    Committee    oi   \,u-. 
Municipal  Corporations  Association  since 
the   first  Reading  of  the  Bill;  a   reso- 
lution which,  he  would  ad 
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accepted,  he  had  every  reason  to  believe, 
by  the  Association.  It  was  as  follows — 

"That  in  the  opinion  of  the  Ck>mmittee 
a  liberal  interpretation  should,  when  the 
Bill  becomes  law,  be  placed  upon  its  provisions, 
and  all  municipal  authorities  should  be  urged 
to  maintain  the  present  status  and  efficiency  of 
the  schools  within  the  scope  of  the  Act." 

the  municipalities  valued  these  schools 
and  classes  too  much  to  take,  in  his 
opinion,  any  part  in  the  suppression  of 
work  which  they  must  know  to  be 
vitally  necessary  both  to  the  individual 
and  also  from  the  commercial  point  of 
view.  Therefore  it  was  idle  merely  to 
speculate  on  the  subject  as  far  as  the 
municipalities  were  concerned.  On 
the  one  side  he  heard  fears  openly 
expressed  as  to  the  action  of  the 
municipalities.  On  the  other  hand 
it  was  suggested  that  there  was 
hope  that  the  municipalities  might  be  the 
means  of  limiting  education.  All  he 
could  say  was  that,  in  his  view,  the  fear 
was  misplaced  and  that  the  hope,  if  it 
existed,  would,  he  trusted,  be  disappointed 
by  the  action  of  the  municipalities. 
What  the  municipalities  had  done  for 
public  libraries,  schools  of  art  and 
museums,  and  gymnasia,  and  the 
like,  and  also  under  the  Technical 
Education  Act,  gave  the  lie  to  any  such 
suggestion.  The  local  patriotism  of 
the  municipalities  would  prevail  in 
the  matter.  They  might  be  depended 
on  to  know  what  was  best  for 
their  people,  and  to  apply  broadly 
and  strongly  the  principles  which  ani- 
mated hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  but 
which  they  must  not  arrogate  to  them- 
selves alone.  The  resolution  he  had 
read  showed  what  the  representative 
educational  body  of  the  municipalities 
meant,  and  if  any  one  imagined  that  they, 
would  limit  education  he  would  venture 
to  reply  that  in  their  opinion  nothing 
would  be  too  costly  for  education,  on  which 
depended  the  power  and  the  welfare  of 
the  people  of  the  country.  As  a  proof  of 
the  principles  for  which  he  was  contending 
he  would  state  that  in  the  former  Bill  the 
municipalities  considered  that  the  limita- 
tion of  the  rate  to  a  Id.  or  2d.  was  not 
proper  in  dealing  with  the  corporations. 
Huddersfield,  for  instance,  could  do 
nothing  with  its  technical  schools  on 
such  a  limited  basis,  and  at  tne  instance 
of  that  corporation,  an  amendment  to 
Sir  Albert  Rollit 


the  late  Bill  had  been  unanimously 
carried  by  the  council  of  the  Municipd 
Coporations*  Association  and  communi- 
cated to  the  Government,  condemning 
such  a  limitation  of  the  rate,  and  advo- 
cating a  power  to  very  largely  increase 
educational  expenditure.  Tne  hopes  and 
fears  which  were  being  entertained 
with  regard  to  the  action  of  the  mimid- 
palities  might,  therefore,  be  alike  dis- 
appointed, and  he  both  hoped  and 
believed  their  truly  patriotic  action 
would  be  directed  to  doing  the  best 
they  could  for  the  education  of  the  people. 

Mr.  ALFRED  HUTTON  (Yorkshire, 
W.R.,  Morley)  said  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down  had  attempted  to 
reassure  the  Committee  as  to  the  future 
of  the  schools  affected  by  the  Bill,  and 
had  tried  to  remove  their  fears  as  to  the 
continued  existence  of  such  schools ;  but 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Council  had 
already  stated  that  the  schools  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  stated  were  of  the 
utmost  value  to  the  country  were  only 
teaching  *'  cheap,  shoddy,  education." 

Sir  J.    GORST :    I  never  said  any- 
thing of   the  kind.     What  I  said  was      i 
that  there  were  certain  schools  which 
gave  shoddy   education ;    but   I  never 
attributed  that  to  all  the  schools. 

Mr.  ALFRED  HUTTON  said  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  stated  that  the 
education  given  by  certain  schools  was 
cheap  and  shoddy. 

The  deputy  CHAIRMAN  :  I  must 
remind  the  hon.  Member  that  it  is  cus-      ' 
tomary  to  accept  the  interpretation  by 
a  Minister  of  his  own  words. 

Mr.  ALFRED  HUTTON  said  that  he  \ 
was  not  going  to  dispute  that ;  but  the 
speech  which  culminated  in  that  expres- 
sion began  with  a  reference  to  science 
and  art  classes  which  would  be  affected 
by  the  Bill,  and  regarding  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  used  the  expres- 
sion "  cheap  and  shoddy." 

Sir  J.  GORST  :  The  hon.  Member  is 
entirely  mistaken. 

Mr.  ALFRED  HUTTON  said  he  was 
very  sorry  if  he  had  misinterpreted  the 
expression  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
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but  he  used  the  expression  with  reference 
to  some  classes  in  London,  and  he  also 
referred  to  certain  classes  in  the  higher 
grade    schools    in    the    country.    The 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Greenwich 
supported  the  other  day  a  resolution  in 
favour  of  the  proposal  of  the  sub-section. 
He  should  be  the  last  to  dispute  the 
noble  Lord's  right  to  speak  with  autho- 
rity on  any  subject  he  wished ;    but  he 
<}uestioned  his  authority  to  speak  as  to 
the  ralue  of  that  proposal.     The  classes 
which  would   be  affected   by  the  sub- 
section   were   the   classes   which    could 
done  make  possible  technical   colleges 
and  schools  in  the  great  towns  in  the 
Xorth.     They  had  been  told  that  if  they 
rejected  the  sub-section  they  would  be 
rejecting  the  substance  of  the  Bill ;   but 
they  had  also  been  told  that  the  Bill  was 
merely  a  temporary  expedient  to  get  out 
of  the  diflScuIty  occasioned  by  the  Cocker- 
ton  judgment.    If   that   were   so,    the 
second  sub-section  would  suffice  admir- 
ably.   He  believed  that  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  had  stated  that  the  Bill  was 
to  be  a  temporary  measure ;  but  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  also  said  that  it  was  a 
great  step  onwards.    But  when  they  were 
t<>Id  that  the  sub-section  contained  the 
real  substance  of  the  Bill,  they  were  in- 
clined to  fear  that  it  was  not  merely  a 
temporary  expedient  to  get  rid  of  the 
•Cockerton  judgment,   and  he  thought, 
therefore,    they   were   right   in    asking 
whether  it  was  to  be  merely  temporary, 
OT  whether  it  was  to  be  regarded  as  a 
great  step  towards  the  future  system  of 
education    of    the  country.      The    real 
«ub8tance  of  the  sub-section  was  a  de- 
-claration  of  war  on  the  school  boards. 
There  was  no  doubt  about  that  whatever. 
If  the   right    hon.    Gentleman    merely 
wished  to  give  power  to  continue  the 
Kilasses  affected  by  the  Cockerton  judg- 
ment, he  could  do  that  by  the  second 
sub-section  perfectly  well.     Anyone  who 
had  witnessed  the  splendid  work  accom- 
plished by  these  classes  during  the  last 
two  years  must  support  the  motion  of 
his  hon.  friend.     He  thought  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  mistaken  in  trying 
ly  that   sub-section   to   stereotype  the 
▼ork  of  the  school  boards  to  reading  and 
^ting.    He  was  led  to  be  rather  more 
fearful  now  than  he  was  during  the  dis- 
cus ion  on    the  Second  Reading.      He 
vould  particularly  direct  the  attention 


of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just 
spoken  to  the  possibility  mentioned  in  a 
letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  Vice- 
President  with  reference  to  some  of  the 
classes  affected  by  the  Bill.  That  letter 
stated  **  Sir  John  Gorst  does  not  antici- 
pate that  there  will  be  many  such  schools 
hereafter." 

Sir  J.  GORST:  What  schools? 

Mr.  ALFRED  HUTTON :  The 
schools  affected  by  the  Cockerton  judg- 
ment. 

Sir  J.  GORST :  The  schools  referred 
to  were  public  elementary  schools  under 
the  public  Elementary  Evening  Schools 
Code,  which  by  the  Cockerton  judgment 
are  restricted  to  giving  elementary 
education  to  children  under  fifteen. 

Mr.  ALFRED  HUTTON  said  he  had 
never  heard  before  that  the  Cockerton  . 
judgment  limited  elementary  education 
to  children  under  fifteen.  One  of  the 
judges  stated  that  the  age  might  be 
sixteen  or  seventeen,  and  he  did  not 
think  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  find  in  any  judgment  that  the 
school  boards  were  limited  to  teaching 
children  under  fifteen. 

Sir  J.  GORST :  We  are  advised  that 
the  judgment  would  not  safely  allow 
any  school  board  to  expend  school  rates 
in  teaching  children  over  fifteen.  It  will 
be  within  the  knowledge  of  many  hon. 
Members  opposite  that  the  learned 
counsel  who  appeared  for  the  London 
School  Board  in  the  case  has  also  advised 
them  to  exactly  the  same  effect. 

Mr.  ALFRED  HUTTON  said  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  no  need  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  and  pass  an  Act  of  Parliament  to 
try  and  make  those  things  safe.  It  was 
not  the  duty  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  take  an  interpretation  of  the  Cockerton 
judgment  as  to  what  would  be  safe,  and 
incorporate  it  in  an  Act  of  Parliament. 
It  was  his  duty  to  come  to  Parliament 
with  a  policy,  and  introduce  a  Bill  which 
would  not  only  secure,  but  also  permit 
of  the  full  development  of,  these  classes 
and  schools.  He  was  exceedingly  sorry 
to  see  in  the  first  sub-section  an  ^WRQ^fp 


471 


Education 


{COMMONS} 


{No.  2)  Bill 


472 


sary  exhibition  of  hatred  of  the  school 
board  system,  which  was  a  culmination 
of  the  plan  of  campaign  which  had  been 
carried  on  with  more  or  less  success  since 
1896,  in  order  to  bring  the  school  boards 
to  their  knees,  and  make  it  impossible  for 
them  to  carry  out  the  functions  and 
duties  given  to  them  by  Act  of  Par- 
liament 

♦Mr.  duke  (Plymouth)  said  that,  like 
many  hon.  Members  on  that  side  of  the 
House,  he  had  a  great  admiration  for  the 
work  of  the  school  boards,  and  very  great 
sympathy  with  them  in  their  present 
position.  He  said  candidly  that  if  he 
thought  the  Bill  pledged  the  Committee 
to  something  in  the  nature  of  a  deliberate 
affront  to  the  school  boards,  and  to  a 
policy  which  would  destroy  their  work, 
he  would  not  support  it.  But  it  was 
because  he  did  not  believe  anything  of 
the  kind  that  he  intended  to  vote  for  the 
principle  of  the  Bill.  Hon.  Members 
spoke  of  the  Bill  in  its  educational  aspect 
as  though  it  were  not  a  step  forward.  He 
xjontroverted  that  proposition  altogether. 
The  BUI  for  the  first  time  authorised  the 
expenditure  of  money  out  of  the 
School  Fund  on  schools  giving  edu- 
cation to  some  extent,  at  any  rate, 
of  the  character  of  secondary  educa- 
tion ;  and  when  hon.  Members  pro- 
tested that  there  was  no  educational 
benefit  in  the  Bill  he  thought  they  over- 
looked the  fact  that  at  the  present  time 
the  kind  of  education  which  the  Bill 
would  sanction  was  declared  by  the 
Cockerton  judgment  to  be  illegal,  so  far 
as  it  was  given  out  of  the  School  Fund. 
Therefore,  the  Bill  would  make  an 
advance,  though  perhaps  not  a  very 
great  advance,  with  regard  to  the  educa- 
tional policy  of  the  country.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  it  pledged  the  House  to  a  per- 
manent support  of  education  of 
the  kind  which  the  Cockerton 
judgment  declared  could  not  be  given 
by  the  school  boards.  He  submitted 
that  that  was  a  distinct  advance 
in  an  educational  respect ;  and  that  the 
Bill  in  that  particular  was  a  good  Bill. 
If  the  Bill  were  good  in  that  particular, 
what  were  the  reasons  which  should 
induce  the  Committee  to  reject  it  1  It 
was  said  that  it  was  an  attack  on  the 
school  boards.  He  would  ask  the  Com- 
mittee to  consider  the  position  of  the 
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school-boards.  An  hon.  Member  had  said 
that  what  was  really  needed  was  a  sus- 
pensory Bill,  and  he  had  been  trying  U> 
find  out  what  it  was  that  hon.  Members 
considered  that  such  a  Bill  was 
going  to  suspend.  It  could  not  suspend 
anything  unless  it  suspended  the  whole 
machinery  by  which  public  bodies  were 
confined  within  the  proper  limits  of  their 
functions.  The  High  Court,  in  the 
exercise  of  a  very  well  understood  juris- 
diction,  had  ascertained  that  the  school 
boards  had  been  expending  money  which 
they  were  not  authorised  to  expend.  K 
there  was  any  statute  or  statutory 
provision  or  administrative  regulation 
which  could  be  suspended,  so  as  to 
make  this  expenditure  lawful,  he  would 
like  to  know  what  it  was.  He  submitted 
that  nothing  could  be  suspended 
which  would  make  this  expenditure 
lawful.  Therefore  they  had  to  find 
some  direct  means  of  making  it  lawful 
Accordingly,  it  was  proposed  to  vest  the^ 
control  in  the  direct  representation  of  the 
people  who  supplied  the  money  which  had 
to  be  expend^,  and  no  more  democratic 
proposal  could  be  made  to  justify  or 
legalise  this  expenditure  than  to  place 
the  control  in  the  hands  of  the  people  who- 
provided  the  money. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  (Camberwell,  N.) : 
What  about  the  school  board  % 

*Mr.  duke  said  that  hon.  Gentlemen 
seemed  to  forget  that  the  school  board  was^ 
elected  by  the  cumulative  vote  ;  that  it 
was  not  representative,  in  the  true  demo- 
cratic sense  that  it  represented  by  direct 
and  equal  representation  those  out  of 
whose  pockets  the  money  came.  That 
was  a  means  of  preventing  excesses. 
Hon.  Members  talked  lightly  of  the 
teaching  of  dancing  to  grown  people  out 
of  the  rates,  but  a  good  many  of  the  rate- 
payers considered  it  a  great  hardship  that 
the  money  taken  out  of  their  pockets 
should  be  used  in  such  a  way.  He  sup- 
ported the  Bill,  and  intended  to  vote  for  it, 
because  he  did  not  know  of  a  more  demo- 
cratic manner  of  preventing  excesses^ 
and  absurdities  than  that  the  expenditure^ 
in  question  should  be  governed  by  the 
people  who  found  the  money.  He  did 
not  think  there  could  be  a  better 
provision  than  this  Bill  contained  for 
the    temporary    administration    of    the^ 
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schools.  Two  Members  for  North- 
amptonshire had  said  that  the  countjr 
councils  did  not  want  to  interfere  in  this 
matter,  and  he  was  quite  sure  the  borough 
councils  did  not,  but  at  the  same  time,  if 
there  was  any  overlapping  or  excess  in 
the  appUcation  the  School  Fund,  then 
the  interference  of  the  councils  would 
be  less  derogatory  to  the  school  board 
than  that  of  a  governmental  depart- 
ment. In  the  borough  which  he  repre- 
sented, he  knew  that  since  the  county 
borough  council  had  had  the  administra- 
tion of  money  for  technical  and 
secondary  education,  the  school  board 
and  the  council  had  gone  nand  in 
hand  ;  they  had  used  the  same  building 
and  had  made  the  most  of  the  money 
entrusted  to  them,  and  he  gathered 
from  that  that  there  would  be  no  friction 
between  them.  Upon  those  grounds  he 
inpported  the  BilL 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  that  the 
Vice-President  had  complained  that  if 
the  Amendment  was  carried  it  would 
retard  the  whole  effect  of  the  Bill ;  that 
vas  not  so,  because  if  Sub-section  1  dis- 
appeared there  would  still  be  Sub-section 
2  to  fall  back  upon,  which  permitted  the 
Local  Grovemment  Auditor  to  sanction 
expenditure  immediately  necessary,  and 
they  had  only  to  extend  that  by  **  twelve 
months,"  and  they  got  exactly  what  was 
bdng  asked  for.  He  hoped  the  principle 
of  verbal  inspiration  would  not  be  appUed 
to  this  Bill,  because  after  the  debate  on 
the  Second  Reading  many  Members  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  would  Kke  to  see 
the  details  of  the  Bill  altered  before  it 
became  law.  Referring  to  the  statement 
of  the  Vice-President  that  the  education 
given  in  the  London  School  Board's 
evening  classes  was  **  cheap  and  shoddy," 
he  pointed  out  that  last  year  the  Board 
had  395  classes,  and  in  only  twenty  of 
these  was  dancing  permitted,  and  that 
was  with  the  express  sanction  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  own  officials. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  pro- 
bably deny  that,  but  that  was  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  Chairman  of  the  School 
Board  CJommittee  on  the  previous  Thurs- 
day. The  right  hon.  Gentleman's  stric- 
ture was  applied  to  the  whole  of  the  art 
classes,  and  not  merely  to  those  in  which 


dancing   was  taught.     The  right  hon 
Gentleman's  statement  was  that — 

"  How  could  they  compete  with  the  fre& 
evening  art  claaees  of  the  School  Boards  which 
not  only  supplied  the  students  with  models 
and  drawing  materials,  but  with  the  canvas 
and  paints  and  everything  they  wanted  for 
the  purpose?  Naturally  a  poor  studeat  who- 
has  not  got  too  many  half-crowns  in  his  pocket 
will  ffo  to  the  free  ^lacee  instead  of  getting: 
the  better  instruction  (Opposition  cries  o! 
'  Oh ')— yes,  I  venture  to  pay  the  better  in- 
struction he  would  receive  in  a  proper  school^ 
of  art  It  is  cheap  and  bad.  The  education 
which  3rou  are  spreading  amongst  the  people  is 
cheap,  shoddy  education  instead  of  the  Mtter 
and  higher  education  which  we  wish  to- 
promote." 

He  desired  to  support  the  Amendment 
because  so  far  as  he  could  see  the  purpose 
of  this  sub-section  was  to  hamstring  the 
school  boards  by  putting  them  under 
the  countv  councils,  and  he  protested 
emphatically  against  the  establishment 
of  so  far-reaching  a  principle  through  the 
medium  of  a  mere  temporary  measure  in- 
tended only  to  meet  an  unforeseen 
emergency.  In  1895  a  deputation  from, 
the  National  Society,  headed  by  the  two 
Archbishops,  waited  on  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire  to  press  for  a  number  of 
changes  in  the  system  of  elementary 
education.  Practically  all  those  changes- 
had  now  been  made  except  one — ^the 
subordination  of  the  school  boards  to  the 
municipal  authority  which  should  revise 
its  precept.  On  that  point,  the  Duke 
of  Devonshire  said — 

**  He  understood  they  proposed  a  check,  not; 
by  a  public  department,  but  by  another  local, 
authority,  and  that,  no  doubt,  was  a  question, 
well  worthy  very  serious  attention ;  but  he  was- 
afraid  that  whatever  might  happen  between  the 
rural  school  board  and  the  countv  council  thejt 
would  raise  difficulties  and  a  hotlj^  contro^ 
vorted  question  if  they  proposed  that  the; 
accounts  of  school  boards  should  be  subject  to 
control  by  town  councils,  which,  perhaps, 
could  scarcely  be  called  the  superior  body  in 
some  places." 

That  was  carried  out  precisely  in  this 
Bill.  The  proposal  of  the  Bill  was  to- 
subordinate  the  precepts  of  the  school, 
board  to  the  town  council. 

Sir  J.  GORST  said  that  the  sufficient 
and  legitimate  expenditure  was  made 
under  Parliament.  What  his  noble 
friend  objected  to  was  the  submission  of 
the  legitimate  expenditure  of  school 
boards  to  the  control  of^U^eJ(g^^\HW[e 
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•  cils.  They  were  only  to  subordinate  to 
the  town  council  expenditure  that  was 
not  legal  In  the  BUI  the  control  was 
limited  to  the  expenditure  for  which  the 
school  boards  had  no  sanction. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  he  would  like 
to  know  what  expenditure  was  legal  and 
what  was  not.     The  contention  of  the 
right    hon.    Gentleman    could    not    be 
maintained,  because  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  decHned  to  say  what  was 
legal  and  what  was  illegal  expenditure 
on  the  part  of  the  school  board.     The 
sub-section  really  repealed  the   Act   of 
1870,  because  the  Act  gave  the  school 
boards   absolute   right   to   draw    upon 
local  rates.      They  made  up  their  budget 
and    saw    what     the     deficiency     was 
Hkely     to     be,      and     then     sent      to 
the    town    council    to    make    up    the 
deficiency,  and  the  town  council  whether 
it  liked  it  or  not  had  to  find  the  money. 
They   were   bound  to   give  the  school 
board  what  it  wanted.     This  proposal 
was  to  put  the  veto  in  the  hands  of  the 
municipal 'councils,  and  whyl    Because 
the  Government  knew  that  the  municipal 
councils    were    less    keen    on    primary 
^education  than  great  school  boards.   The 
Government  tried  in  1896  to  curb  the 
zGsA  of  the  school  boards.    Their    pro- 
posal was  abortive,  and  now  there  was 
an  attempt  being  made  by  an  ingenious 
Bank  movement  to  carry  out  the  same 
operation,  to  leave  the  municipal  councils 
the    pleasant   task    of   truncating    the 
school   boards,    and   to    tie  the  school 
boards    down    to     the     absolute    rudi- 
ments.    He   was  at  a  loss  to   under- 
stand why  the  Government  desired  to  tie 
the  school  boards  down  to  the  absolute 
rudiments  which  this  sub-section  attemp- 
ted to  secure.     He  had  attempted  to  find 
out  what  the  object  was  for  so  doing, 
and  he  thought  he  had  done  so  in  the 
.  speech   which   had   been   made  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  at  Bristol,  on  23rd 
December,  1897.     On  that  occasion  the 
Vice-President   referred   to    certain    re- 
forms  which   were   urgently   necessary 
for    the    cause    of    national    education. 
Those  were  the  days  when  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman    made   Progressive   speeches 
on    education.     The    reforms    included 
better  teachers,  longer  school  Ufe,  and 
better  attendance ;    and   in   giving   an 
.^answer  to  the  question  why  those  things 
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were  not  secured  the  right  hon.  Gentle 
man  said, — 

'*  because  the  members  of  the  Government  were 
selected  from  a  class  which  was  not  entirely 
convinced  of  the  necessity  or  the  desirattlity  of 
higher  education  for  tte  people.  They  held 
the  opinion,  which  was  sometimes  expre^ed  by 
great  professor 8 of  Universities  in  their  speeches, 
that  there  were  certain  functions  which  had  to 
be  performed  in  the  modem  life  of  cirilised 
communities  which  were  best  performed  by 
people  ignorant  and  brutish." 

Here  they  had  the  kejniote  of  the  Grovem* 
ment's  poHcy  from  the  lips  of  the  Educa- 
tion Minister,  and  it  found  endorsement 
in  what  Lord  Salisbury  said  fn  1895  to 
the  Brighton  Conservative  Association. 
Lord  Salisbury  then  said — 

**  I  confess  I  should  like  to  see  Mr.  Forster's 
statement  that  the  rat©  would  never  exceed 
threepence  in  the  pound  written  in  letters  two 
feet  long  and  placed  over  every  school  board 
school  in  the  country.*' 

He  thought  after  those  statements  he 
could  put  his  finger  on  the  reason  why 
the  Grovernment  seized  on  the  CJockerton 
judgment,  and  out-Cockertonised  Cocker- 
ton  in  this  matter. 

Coming  now  to  the  details  of  this 
Sub-section,  he  pointed  out  that  the 
Sub-section  said,  **  they  may  em- 
power the  school  board."  But  supposing 
that  a  municipal  council  did  not  empower 
a  school  board,  what  happened  ]  The 
work  was  brought  to  a  standstill  and  a 
state  of  civil  war  ensued  between  the 
local  authorities,  at  the  instance  of  * 
Minister  whose  great  desire  was  to  secure 
local  harmony.  The  Government  were, 
indeed,  proposing  a  scheme  which  was 
absolutely  and  grotesquely  unworkable. 
The  school  boards  would  have  to  go  to 
the  town  councils  and  submit  their 
balance, sheets  for  each  school,  and  the 
result  would  be  haggling  over  each  item, 
because  the  councils  had  no  knowledge 
or  experience  of  the  Education  Act5, 
Even  if  the  town  council  was  friendly 
disposed,  nobody  knew  what  was  legal  or 
what  was  not.  The  school  board  did  not 
know,  the  Cockerton  judgment  did  not 
say,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
not  say,  and  the  town  council  certainly 
did  not  know,  and  there  would  be  a 
continual  squabble  between  the  town 
councils  and  the  school  boards.  A  crop 
of  perplexities  had  arisen  already  in  towns 
like  Gateshead  and  Leeds,  where  the 
Circular  of  the   Department  had  been 
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received  anticipating  the  passing  of  thi§ 
Bill.  The  school  boards  could  not  see 
their  way  to  continue  their  schools,  and 
he  thought  that  if  they  were  to  write 
up  over  the  doors  of  the  schools  "  school 
closed  by  action  of  the  Government," 
it  would  yery  soon  bring  the  Govern- 
ment to  its  senses.  Not  only  was  this 
attack  on  the  school  boards  iproceeding 
merrily  apace  by  departmental  circular, 
which  he  considered  was  most  improper, 
but,  as  far  as  the  school  board  for  London 
was  concerned,  a  strong  attempt  was 
being  made  by  a  Member  of  this  House 
to  dictate  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
auditor  before  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Bill  how  he  ought  to  go  to  work  with 
regard  to  the  expenditure  of  the  London 
School  Board.  He  read  a  letter  from 
the  hon.  Member  for  Greenwich,  written 
in  his  capacity  as  chairman  of  *'the 
Cockerton  Defence  Committee,"  on  the 
8th  inst.  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  drawing  attention,  on  behalf  of 
the  Cockerton  Defence  Committee,  to 
**the  misleading  manner  in  which 
accounts  had  hitherto  been  drawn  up  and 
presented  for  audit."  The  letter  urged 
that  the  London  School  Board  should  be 
required  **  to  keep  separate  ledgers  and 
accounts  for  all  work  outside  the  White- 
hall Code  and  for  all  work  relating  to 
pupils  over  fifteen  years  of  age."  He  ob- 
jected to  any  anticipation  of  the  decision 
of  the  Hoiise,  though  this  had  been  the 
policy  of  the  Grovemment  ever  since 
1895. 

The  deputy  CHAIRMAN,  who 
was  inaudible  in  the  Gallery,  was  under- 
stood to  intimate  that  the  hon.  Member's 
remarks  were  not  relevant  to  the  ques- 
tion before  the  Committee,  and  that  his 
arguments  must  be  confined  to  the 
subject  of   the  Amendment   upon   the 


Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  the  question 
had  been  raised  in  the  debate  as  to  what 
the  Cockerton  judgment  decided  in  the 
naatter  of  age ;  that  letter  of  the  noble 
Lord  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
said  that  the  age 

The  deputy  chairman  said  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  was  now  apparently 
renewing  the  argument  which  he  had 
just  ruled  as  out  of  order. 


Dr.  MACXAMARA  said  he  desired 
only  to  make  clear  what  it  was  that  the 
Cockerton  judgment  decided.  The  Vice- 
President  insisted  that  it  laid  it  down 
that  there  should  be  no  payment  beyond 
fifteen,  but  what  Mr.  Justice  Wills  in  his . 
judgment  said  was  that  it  was  impossible 
to  lay  down  any  definite  boundary 
separating  children  from  young  men 
and  young  women,  and  he  added — 

*<  Practically,  I  suppose  that  somewhere 
between  16  and  17  is  the  highest  an  age  that 
has  been  arrived  at  which  no  one  would 
ordinarily  call  childhood." 

That  was  where  the  Government  got  its- 
fifteen  from.  He  protested  against  the 
narrowing  down  of  that  judgment,  as 
had  been  done,  for  the  purposes  of  this 
Bill.  He  objected  very  strongly  to  this 
proposal,  because  it  established  a  principle 
of  a  far-reaching  character  which  ought 
to  be  submitted  to  the  House  de  novo  and. 
fought  out  in  a  fair  and  square  manner, 
and  not  smuggled  through  in  a  short 
and  temporary  measure,  and  also  because 
the  details  were  grotesquely  unworkable, 
and  were  bound  to  be  followed  by 
interminable  local  perplexity,  haggling^ 
and  squabbling. 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITE  (Norfolk, 
N.W.)  said  he  did  not  know  of  a  single - 
municipality  that  had  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  an  opinion  on 
the  measure  before  the  Committee. 
Although  it  might  be  perfectly  true 
that  a  body,  which,  under  ordinary 
circumstances,  might  be  taken  as  repre- 
sentative of  the  municipalities,  had 
passed  a  certain  resolution  as  stated  by- 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Islington, 
the  principle  here  involved  was  such  an 
entirely  novel  one  that  it  was  somewhat 
dangerous  for  the  hon.  Member  to  specu- 
late as  to  what  the  municipalities  would^ 
or  would  not  do.  For  the  first  time  in 
his  municipal  experience  he  had  recently 
had  an  opportunity  of  attending  a 
meeting  of  the  Municipal  Corporations 
Association,  and  from  the  way  in  which 
the  Education  Bill  at  that  time  before 
the  House  was  brought  forward  and  dis- 
cussed by  the  body,  he  did  not  think  they 
had  much  interest  in  the  work  or  any 
great  desire  to  advance  the  cause  of 
education.  The  representatives  on  that 
association  were  largely  town  .clerks  oi' 
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different    boroughs   and   municipalities, 
and    in    keeping    with    human    nature 
generally,  they  probably  would  not  object 
to  increased  powers  being  put  into  their 
hands.     But  such  a  body  was  not  neces- 
-.sarily  representative  of  the  municipalities 
themselves,  and  while  he  did  not  argue 
that  the  municipalities  if  this  duty  were 
-cast  upon  them,  would  not  do  the  best 
they  could  ,he  was  not  disposed  to  accept 
a  resolution  of  that  association  as  war- 
ranting the  assurance  that  the  highest 
interests   of    education    would    be    con- 
sidered.    As   a   general    rule,    in   these 
iiimes    of    extended    municipal     work, 
-borough  and  county  councils  had  quite 
as  much  to  do  as  they  could  deal  With, 
and  so  far  as  the  present  Bill  was  con- 
cerned, they  had  had  no  time  to  con- 
sider its  scope  or  the  additional  burden 
it    would    impose    upon    them.      His 
•conviction    was    that    those    councils 
which  were  not  opposed  to  the  spread  of 
education    would  at  once,  without  any 
-consideration  whatever,  refer  the  matter 
to  their  technical  committees,  while  those 
which  had  opposing  views  in  regard  to 
education   would  immediately  get  into 
friction  with  the  school  boards.    As  he 
understood,    all    that    they    could    do 
was  to  give  permission  to  the   school 
boards     to    go    on     with    the     work 
which  had  been  declared  to  be  illegal. 
^But    assuming    they    desired    not    to 
give    that    permission,    they    had    the 
great    power   of   determining    whether 
or  not  this  work  should  go  on.     The  hon. 
Member  for  Plymouth  had  said  that  this 
was  an  Education  Act,  because  it  pledged 
the  House  to  that  branch  of  education 
^which  had  been  declared  to  be  illegal.  The 
Bill  pledged  the  House  to  nothing  of  the 
kind.    It  simply  gave  town  and  county 
•councils  power  to  permit  the  school  boards 
to  go  on  with  the  work  for  a  year.     So 
far  from  pledging  the  House  to  that 
work,  it  seemed  rather  to  put  a  block 
in  its  way ;  it  certainly  blocked  the  way 
to  any  extension  of  the  work  for  the 
next   year.    That   was   a   very   serious 
part   of   the   question.     If   this   higher 
elementary  education  had  been  a  benefit 
i;o  the  community,   why  should  it  be 
stopped  even  for  twelve  months  1    Five 
years  ago  the  Vice-President  referred  to 
the  higher  grade  schools  as  **  processes 
-of  the  elementary  education  system."    If 
that  were  so,  why  should  those  legitimate 

Mr,  George  White. 


processes  be  stopped  1  But  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  went  much  further  than 
that,  for  after  stating  that  in  this  particu- 
lar the  school  boards  were  exceeding 
the  functions  for  which  they  were  origin- 
ally designed,  he  said — 

**  In  the  absence  of  an^  more  regular  mode  6t 
providing  the  people  with  the  secondary  edu- 
cation which  the  necessity  of  the  time  so  urgently 
demands,  their  procee<fings  are  undouotedly 
highly  approved  by  the  people  for  whom  they 
act,  and  any  attempt  to  curtail  by  legislation 
the  operation  of  the  school  boards  in  this 
direction  without  providing  some  better  alt^- 
native  method  by  which  the  wants  of  the 
public  would  be  supplied  would  be  unpopular." 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  now  doing 
what  he  then  said  would  be  unpopular. 
No  authority  was  established  by  this  Bill. 
Much  as  the  Education  Bill  No.  1  was 
objected  to,  he  thought  in  that  respect 
it  was  better  than  the  present  Bill.  Here 
no  authority  was  provided.  The  position 
was  that  the  school  board  had  to  go  to 
the  council ;  the  council  would  have  no 
time  to  consider  the  question ;  it  would 
either  have  at  once  to  give  carte  blandie 
to  the  school  board  to  go  on — and  if  it  did 
that  where  was  the  value  of  the  applica- 
tion 1 — or  if  it  decKned  to  do  that  it  would 
have  to  go  into  the  details  of  the  work 
of  the  school  boards,  and  all  the  friction 
to  which  reference  had  been  made  would 
arise.  The  borough  councils  were  not 
sufficiently  in  touch  with  the  work  of 
school  boards  to  pass  an  inteUigent 
judgment.  He  admitted  that  on  the 
whole  the  technical  education  work  had 
been  well  done,  and  the  money  provided 
largely  expended  for  that  purpose. 
But  so  recently  as  the  previous  week  one 
county  council  had  voted  £1,600  from 
the  technical  education  fund  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  rates,  and  that  course  might 
be  followed  still  further  when  these  bodies 
had  to  deal  with  the  question  of  higher 
grade  education.  Another  serious  ques- 
tion in  connection  with  this  Bill  was  as 
to  how  far  it  was  to  be  the  means  of 
extending  the  functions  of  the  borough 
councils  in  regard  to  primary  education. 
Whatever  county  and  borough  councils 
might  feel  with  regard  to  secondary 
education,  he  did  not  believe  there  were 
ten  municipaUties  in  the  kingdom  which 
would  be  wiUing  to  undertake  the  work 
of  primary  education.  The  House  had 
been  told  that  this  measure  was  simply 
the  embodiment  of  a  principle.    Appar- 
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^ntly  that  principle  was  that  ultimately 
nil  education,  primary,  secondary,  and 
technical,  should  be  dealt  with  by  one 
Authority,  and  that  that  authority  should 
be  the  cou  nty  and  borough  councils.  He 
had  never  heard  of  a  single  borough 
council  the  members  of  which  would 
admit  that  they  were  competent  to  deal 
with  such  a  vast  subject  as  that,  and  if  it 
was  necessary  for  the  advancement  of 
^ucation  that  there  should  be  one  autho- 
rity, the  House  should  pause  before 
passing  this  Bill,  and  thereby  laying  a 
foundation  upon  which  it  was  intended 
to  graft  the  duties  of  primary  education. 
By  the  circumstances  under  which  this 
ffiU  had  been  placed  before  the  House,  a 
great  injury  was  being  done  to  education 
all  round.  Antagonistic  feelings  were 
being  aroused  where  there  ought  to  be 
a  universal  desire  to  work  out  some  great 
scheme  for  the  benefit  of  the  country. 
The  only  way  in  which  such  a  scheme 
<M)uld  be  devised  was  by  all  parties  work- 
ing together,  and    not  by  attacking  the  |  also  had  an  expression  of  opinion,  which 
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some  Hght  as  to  the  way  in  which  this 
Bill  is  regarded  in  the  country.  There 
have  been  the  opinions  of  county  councils. 
We  have  had  the  remarkable  deHverance 
in  which  the  county  council  of  Northamp- 
tonshire express  the  deliberate  opinion 
that  they  are  entirely  unfitted  to  take  up 
the  work  it  is  proposed  to  cast  upon  them, 
and  practically  requesting  us  not  to  pass 
this  Bill  or  to  throw  upon  them  functions 
which  they  cannot  discharge.  I  suppose 
they  have  come  to  that  conclusion  be- 
cause they  feel  they  have  not  the  proper 
knowledge.  How  can  they  have  the 
knowledge  ?  How  can  they  possibly 
know  what  are  the  conditions  under 
which  school  boards  ought  to  expend 
monev  in  keeping  up  higher  grade 
schools  or  continuation  classes  in  some 
parts  of  their  vast  area  1  There  may 
not  be  any  member  of  the  county  council 
from  the  particular  district,  and  even  if 
there  is,  is  a  matter  of  this  magnitude  to 
be  left  entirely  to  him  to  settle  %    We  have 


one  authority  which  had  accompUshed 
vhftt  httle  had  been  done  for  secondary 
education. 

Me.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  I  under- 
stand that  the  object  of  this  Amendment 
is  simply  to  maintain  the  status  quo. 
It  differs  from  other  Amendments  on 
the  Paper,  because  those  other  Amend- 
ments propose  to  bring  in  other  autho- 
rities, which  are  in  some  way  to  exercise 
a  control  over  the  action  of  the  school 
boards.     There  are  Amendments  stand- 
ing in  the  names  of  the  hon.  Members  for 
the  Leigh  and  Rossendale  Divisions  and 
others,  which  do  not  restore  the  status 
^  pure  and  simple,  but  which  propose 
that  the  school  boards  should  be  enabled 
to  go  on  spending  the  money,  subject  to 
the  control  either  of  the  local  authority 
or  the  Board  of  Education,  or  both.     The 
present    Amendment,    however,    brings 
in  no  other  authority ;  it  simply  allows 
the  school  boards  to  go  on  as  at  present, 
iind  it  is  to  be  supplemented  at  a  later 
stage  by  an  Amendment  providing  that 
the  Local    Grovernment    Board   should 
have  the  power  of  sanctioning  expendi- 
ture illegally  incurred  for  the  next  year. 
It  may  be  asked  why  an  Amendment 
has  been  brought  up  simply  to  maintain 
the  status  quo.    It  is  for  the  reason  that 
since  the  Second  Reading  we  have  had 


I  am  sure  the  whole  House  regards  with 
great  deference,  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Dartford 
division.  He  does  not  think  that  this  is 
a  good  or  a  workable  plan.  Then  we  have 
the  views  of  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Islington.  The  argument  put  forward 
on  this  side  of  the  House  against  this  sub- 
section is  that  it  provides  an  unworkable 
plan — ^that  it  would  involve  a  great  deal 
of  friction  ^nd  delay  in  communication, 
and  that  the  local  authority  would  not  be 
competent  to  deal  with  the  questions 
submitted  to  them.  The  hon.  Member 
for  South  IsKngton  meets  that  argument 
in  this  way.  He  says  the  difficulties  in 
regard  to  the  unworkabiUty  of  the  plan 
will  not  arise  because  the  borough  councils 
are  just  as  keen  about  education  as  any- 
one else,  that  they  are  just  as  eager  as 
the  school  boards  to  have  education 
carried  on;  in  other  words,  that  they 
will  go  as  far  as,  and  perhaps  farther  than, 
the  school  boards.  Further  they  cannot 
go,  because  under  this  sub-section  they 
are  not  allowed  to  grant  powers  to  the 
school  boards  to  carry  on  anything  which 
has  not  been  carried  on  during  the  last 
twelve  months.  But,  at  any  rate,  the 
hon.  Member  says  they  will  go  as  far. 
What  is  the  result  of  that  argument  ? 
It  is  that  the  borough  councils  will  not 
cut  down  the  work  of  the  school  boards  ; 
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in  other  words,  that  they  will  not  exert 
that  checking  and  restraining  influence 
which  the  Bill  seems  to  contemplate, 
that  they  will  not  subject  the  proposals 
of  the  school  boards  to  that  economical 
scrutiny,  and  that  tendency  to  pare  down 
and  haggle  over  Uttle  items  of  expenditure, 
which  apparently  is  expected.  In  fact, 
as  I  gather  from  the  hon.  Member,  the 
borough  councils  will  probably  take 
the  same  view  generally  as  we  are  assured 
the  London  County  Council  are  going 
to  adopt,  namely,  that  they  will  say 
to  the  school  boards,  **  Go  on,  and  our 
l)lessing  be  upon  you  !  "  In  that  case 
this  Bill  is  not  needed.  The  expenditure 
will  not  be  cut  down.  The  borough 
councils  and  the  London  County  Council 
will  sanction  all  this  expenditure,  and 
tlie  object  contemplated  by  the  Bill  will 
not  be  achieved. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
K) :  Where  is  that  contemplated  1 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  I  understand  the  whole 
argument  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  be  that  school  boards  were  in- 
dulging in  expenditure  which  they  ought 
not  to  indulge  in,  and  that  another 
authority  must  be  set  up  to^check  or  stop 
them  in  their  headlong  course. 

Sir  J.  60RST :  I  entirely  repudiate 
the  suggestion. 

Mr.  BRYCE :  I  should  like  to  know 
what  else  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
meant.  He  is  not  usually  lacking  in 
lucidity..  I  should  say  that  lucidity  and 
precision  are  among  those  qualities  with 
which  he  fascinates  the  House,  but 
apparently  he  has  been  completely  mis- 
understood in  being  supposed  to  have 
deprecated  the  work  of  school  boards, 
and  to  have  declared  that  this  expenditure 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  continue. 
I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  this 
part  of  the  Bill  is  unnecessary,  and  that 
the  Government  will  really  lose  nothing 
by  dropping  this  sub-section.  But  if  the 
Government  are  unable  to  go  so  far  as 
that,  if,  with  their  legal  scruples,  they 
think  the  school  boards  ought  not  to  be 
Allowed  to  spend  this  money,  and  get  it 
sanctioned  as  a  matter  of  course,  I  would 

Mr.  Bryce. 


commend  to  them  the  Amendments  of 
my  hon.  friends  the  Members  for  thfr 
Leigh  and  the  Rossendale  Divisions. 
In  those  Amendments  they  will  find  a 
compromise  which  I  think  they  might  ac- 
cept, because,  under  them,  the  expendi- 
ture incurred  by  the  school  boards  will  be 
subjected  to  some  external  control,  and 
it  will  be  for  that  external  control  to  say 
whether  or  not  the  expenditure  should 
continue.  At  the  same  time  a  means 
of  enabling  the  school  boards  to  carry 
on  the  work,  much  simpler  and  easier 
than  that  suggested  in  the  Bill,  will  be 
found.  If  either  of  those  Amendments 
were  accepted  it  would  save  us  from  the 
necessity  of  debating  this  Bill  at  such 
great  length,  and  it  would  deliver  both 
the  school  boards  and  the  local  authorities 
from  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  If,  howeveq. 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  unable  to 
hold  out  any  hope  of  acceding  to  either 
of  those  Amendments,  we  should  be 
obliged  to  vote  for  the  present  proposal, 
as  being  a  great  deal  better  than  the 
very  cumbrous,  difficult,  and  highly 
controversial  course  proposed  by  'the 
Government. 

*Mr.  LAWSON  WALTON  (Leedg,  S.) 
pointed  out  that  since  the  Second  Read- 
ing of  the  Bill  not  only  had  there  beett 
expressions  of  opinion  on  the  part  of 
local  bodies  to  whom  this  new  jurisdic- 
tion was  to  be  delegated,  but  there  had 
also  been  a  pronouncement  from^  an 
authority  even  more  eminent  in  relation 
to  this  matter — the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Dartford,  the  predecessor 
of  the  present  Vice-President  of  the 
Council.  That  right  hon.  Gentleman 
knew  the  responsibility  of  the  Depart- 
ment in  regard  to  this  question,  the 
extent  to  which  these  schools  ought  to  be 
carried,  and  the  conditions  under  which 
they  should  be  conducted,  because  he 
and  the  Department  with  which  he  had 
been  associated  were  responsible  for  the 
origin  of  the  present  system  of  education. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  used  a 
very  strong  argument  in  favour  of  the 
Amendment  which,  unfortunately,  he 
had  not  yet  used  in  the  House.  He  had 
pointed  out  that  the  Department  which 
had  encouraged  the  formation  of  thes» 
evening  schools  and  continuation  classes, 
and  had  allowed  the  whole  of  this  higher 
grade   education   sy^em   to  ctow   up,. 
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should  undertake  the  responsibility  of 
determining  the  extent  to  which,  and  the 
principle  upon  which,  the  work  shouW  be 
allowed  to  continue  for  another  twelve 
months.    Surely  the  question  of  whether 
or  not  the  education  should  be  sanctioned 
for  twelve  months  longer  ought  to  be 
left  to  an  authority  which  was  cognisant 
of  the  nature  of  the  education  established, 
and  which  could  regulate  it  so  that  it 
might  be  carried  on  in  all  parts  of  the 
country  on  the  some  lines  and  under 
the  same  conditions  rather  than  that  such 
a  thankless  and  honourless  obligation 
should  be  cast  on  the  county  councils, 
leaving    education    to     be     strangled, 
smothered,  or  allowed  to  continue  as  the 
various  local  authorities  might  determine. 
It   was    said    that    this    extraordinary 
machinery,  by  means  of  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  washed  his  hands  of  all 
responsibility  and  cast  it  on  the  local 
authorities,  was  introduced  with  a  view 
to  establishing  a  principle.     What  was 
that  principle  1    And  what  was  its  value 
as  a  guide  to  further  legislation  1    The 
only  principle  to  be  extracted  from  the 
Bill  was  that  of  the  subordination  of  an 
authority  elected  for  purely  educational 
purposes  to  a  body  not  elected  for  that 
purpose.     This  meant   that   one  repre- 
sentative body  elected  for  the  purposes 
of    education    had     to     submit     itself 
to     the      control     of      another      body 
elected   for    an   entirely   different   pur- 
pose.    Did  the  right  hon.    Gentleman 
contend  that  the  establishment  of  such  a 
principle  would  assist  him  in  the  organi- 
sation of  the  new  educational  authority 
which  in  twelve  months  time    was    to 
take  charge  of  the  whole  education  of  the 
country  1     They   had   heard   of   various 
authorities      which      were      to      regu- 
late primary  and   secondary    education 
in  the  future.     There  was,  in  the  first 
place,    the    scheme    contained    in    the 
abandoned  Bill.     How  did  this  proposal 
assist  the  establishment  of  that  scheme  ? 
By    arranging     that     for     one     year, 
and    one    year    only,    the    educational 
work  of  the  school  boards  of  the  country 
should  be  subordinated  to  bodies  elected 
for    municipal    purposes    and    for    the 
various  forms  of  local  self-government. 
If  the  right  hon.    Gentleman   got   his 
principle     out    of     this     extraordinary 
machinery  it   would    be   of   no   value. 
Eeference  had  been  made  to  the  action 
VOlu  XCVII.      [Fourth  Series.] 


which  borough  councils  might  take. 
The  principle  which  was  set  up  in  this 
Bill  might  be  productive  of  great  danger. 
Educational  authorities  were  not  elected 
on  political  lines,  whereas  borough 
councils  sometimes  were,  and  thus 
there  was  the  risk  of  poUtical  bias  being 
introduced.  No  doubt  they  might  look 
for  enlightenment  in  the  great  county 
boroughs,  but  the  smaller  boroughs 
would  be  merged  in  the  counties  and 
would  be  controlled  by  the  educational 
sympathies  of  the  counties.  Did  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  not  see  great 
danger  in  this  state  of  things  1  He 
must  feel  that  the  apprehension  ex- 
pressed in  so  many  quarters  of  this 
House  was  well  founded. 

They  had  already  heard  from  two 
hon.  and  gallant  Members  who  repre- 
sented two  Divisions  of  Essex  what  might 
be  looked  foy  in  that  county.  Those 
speeches  indicated  the  peril  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  running  without 
the  slightest  justification  and  in  the 
alleged  belief  that  he  was  establishing 
some  principle  of  great  value.  The 
county  councils  were  to  decide  upon  what 
term,  to  what  extent,  and  upon  what 
conditions  education  was  to  be  carried  on 
for  the  next  twelve  months,  and  if  the 
system  proposed  did  not  entirely  extin- 
guish the  system  of  education  which  the 
board  schools  had  established  it  might 
very  much  cripple  that  system  and  place 
the  school  boards  in  a  very  awkward 
position.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  now  an  opportunity  to  put  an  end 
to  this  controversy.  It  he  would  accept 
the  Amendment  in  principle  and  under- 
take that  his  Department  should  decide 
this  question,  or  would  allow  an  appeal 
to  his  Department  from  county  councils 
who  might  refuse  to  give  a  school  board 
power  under  the  Bill,  the  opposition 
to  the  Bill  would  end. 

Sir  W.  hart  DYKE  (Kent,  Dart- 
ford)  said  that,  as  some  remarks  of  his 
had  been  referred  to,  he  desired  to  say 
a  few  words.  It  was  perfectly  true  that 
he  enjoyed  a  Saturday  half-holiday  in 
opening  some  new  board  schools,  and  in 
reply  to  a  strong  appeal  by  the  chairman 
that  he  should  state  his  views  he  made 
some  remarks.  Probably  owing  to  the 
fact  that  speeches  did  not  travel  well  this 
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hot  weather  many  of  his  remarks  assumed 
a  shape  to  which  he  could  not  give  any 
correct  recognition  .whatever.     He  had 
been  in  the  main  correctly  quoted  by  the 
right    hon.     Gentleman    opposite.     He 
said  that  this  very  grave  difficulty  was 
essentially  a  departmental  matter.     He 
also  said  that  during  the  six  years  he  was 
Vice  -  President    higher    grade    schools 
never  had  a  more  earnest  advocate  and 
supporter  than  himself,  and  that  he  was 
not  singular  as  a  Vice-President  in  that. 
He  pointed  out  how  it  was  they  found 
themselves  in  this  great  difficulty  and 
how  other  Vice-Presidents   had  done  as 
he  had  and  shirked  it ;  how  they  knew 
the  almost  impossible  task  of  framing  a 
good  system  of  higher  education,   and 
how,  like  other  Vice-Presidents,  he  had 
welcomed   an   advance   from    whatever 
quarter  it  came.     He  was  merely  plead- 
ing the  cause  of  education.     He  did  sug- 
gest that  it  was  a  departmental  matter, 
and  that  it  would  have  been  better  if  the 
Department  had  come  to  Parliament  and 
asked  Parliament  to  help  them  out  of 
the  difficulty  into  which  they  had  got. 
As  he  understood  it,  the  position  in  which 
the   Committee   found   themselves    was 
one  of  extreme  simpUcity.     The  Bill  was 
introduced  to  meet  an  emergency,  and 
while   he   should   always   vote   for   the 
establishment   of   one   local    responsible 
authority  in   the   matter  of  education, 
hs  repudiated  altogether  the  suggestion 
that  in  voting  for  this  Bill  he  voted  for 
any  such  authority  as  was  embodied  in  it 
as  it  stood.  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
was  appealed  to  by  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  South  Aberdeen  as  to  whether  this 
Bill  proposed  to  establish  a  new  principle, 
and  he  understood  his  right  hon,  friend 
to    deny    this.     The    county    borough 
councils  and  the  municipalities  of  which 
his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  South 
Islington  had  spoken  must  be  the  founda- 
tion   of    educational    authority    to    be 
set  up.     Those  bodies,  of  course,  must  be 
strengthened  and  supplemented   before 
they  would  have  anything  like  full  con- 
fidence in  the  country.     He  would  dis- 
card   once   and  for  all  the  question  of 
establishing  any  great  principle    by  this 
Bill,  and  come  to  the  position  in  which 
they   found  themselves.     What   he   ad- 
vocated on  Saturday  last  was  the  notion 
that  the  Education  Department  should 
be  responsible  for  getting  the  country 

Sir  W.  Hart  Dyke, 


out  of  the  difficulty.  He  wished  to  say 
why  he  voted  for  the  Second  Reading 
of  this  Bill.  For  many  years  he  had 
taken  a  deep  interest  in  this  question, 
and  each  year  he  took  a  keener  interest 
in  educational  questions,  and  watched 
them  more  closely,  and,  as  far  as  he 
understood  it,  they  were  really  raising 
a  great  contention  here  about  a  very  small 
matter.  This  Bill  had  to  deal  with  a 
very  grave  difficulty  owing  to  a  legal 
judgment,  and  to  get  them  out  of  that 
difficulty  this  statutory  enactment  was 
to  be  made.  To  his  mind,  it  was  an 
emergency  question.  In  some  of  these 
schools  it  was  a  matter  almost  of  weeks 
and  days.  It  was  utterly  impossible  for 
these  authorities  in  the  time  given  to 
them  to  go  into  the  various  questions 
of  the  maintenance  of  the  schools,  the 
curricula,  and  staff.  Nearly  all  those 
authorities  had  been  dealing  directly  with 
some  kind  of  secondary  education. 

In  most  of  the  counties,  and  in  nearly 
all    of   them   where   the   Customs   and 
Excise  money  had  been  applied,  they  had 
been  dealing  year  by  year  with  increased 
success    with    technical    education.     He 
believed  that  the  decision  arrived  at  in 
Liverpool  and  by  the  London   County 
Council  would  be  followed,  andth  at  all 
these  authorities  in  turn  would  say  to 
the  school  boards,  **  Go  full  steam  ahead," 
and  would  give  them  full  liberty  to  carry 
on  their  work.     He  could  not   believe 
it  possible  that  in  a  county  like  Northamp- 
ton they  would  practically  tell  the  civilised 
world  that  they  cared  so  little  about 
education   as   to   absolutely   forbid  the 
school  board  proceeding  in  this  matter. 
He  did  not  see  why  in  this  midsummer 
heat  they  should  occupy  two  or  three 
nights  in  the  discussion  of  extraordinarily 
difficult     matters,     and     thought    two 
hours    debate  would  do  for  the  whole 
question  involved.     That  question  lay  in 
a  nutshell.     As  practical  men,  did  they 
or  did  they  not  believe  that  any  of  these 
authorities  would  refuse  to  allow  a  single 
school  to  continue  its  work  ?    He  was  not 
a  young  member  of  the  House,  and  he 
refused  to  allow  it  to  be  said  that  he  had 
been   saying  things   outside  the  House 
which  he  was  afraid  to  repeat  inside.    It 
was  quite  true  that  he  did  criticise  some 
what  the  attitude  of  some  of  his  hon- 
friends,  and  of  his  right  hon.  .friend  the 
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Vice-President  with  regard  to  the  school 
board  He  was  no  advocate  of  the 
school  board  83r8tem  as  against  voluntary 
schools,  or,  as  regarded  education  alone, 
of  the  voluntary  schools  as  against  the 
school  board.  He  did  and  always  should 
value  as  a  necessity,  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  members  of  the  Church  of 
England,  the  religious  education  which 
was  obtained  in  their  own  schools.  But 
he  had  felt  most  strongly  that  his  right 
hen.  friend's  speech  had  been  unneces- 
sarily aggressive  against  the  school  boards. 
He  may  have  made  a  mistake,  however, 
for  his  right  hon.  friend  had  now  re- 
pudiated the  idea.  The  remarks  of  his 
which  had  been  quoted  were  uttered 
in  reply  to  an  appeal  made  to  him  by  the 
chairman  of  the  school  board,  and  that 
board  was  only  three  years  old.  But 
whether  he  looked  at  this  question  from 
the  point  of  view  of  a  political  partisan 
or  from  a  much  higher  point  of  view  it 
was  a  great  pity  that  the  school  boards 
of  this  country  should  at  this  moment 
feel  irritation  in  regard  to  their  treat- 
ment. The  only  possible  chance  of 
settling  these  great  questions  was  for 
hon.  Members  on  both  sides  to  meet  and 
work  together,  and  endeavour  to  solve 
this  important  problem,  the  solution  of 
which  none  of  them  wished  to  see  in- 
jured by  any  needless  irritation.  In 
conclusion    he   wished  to   say   that   he 


on  the  old  lines,  and  it  may  curtail  some 
of  the  educational  facilities  which  now 
exist.  We  are  told  that  this  Bill  has  been 
put  in  its  present  form,  and  not  as  one 
simply  to  maintain  the  status  quo,  because 
it  introduces  a  large  principle.  If  large 
principles  are  contained  in  this  Bill,  then 
undoubtedly  there  must  be  a  certain 
amount  of  large  discussion.  I  will  come 
to  the  question  of  principle  in  a  minute  or 
two,  but  I  wish  to  say,  first, that  whatever 
differences  of  opinion  we  may  have  about 
the  principle,  and  however  anxious  we 
may  be  to  see  a  new  principle  introduced, 
as  has  been  hinted  at  in  the  Bill  now 
before  us,  I  think  we  should  feel  that  a 
new  departure  of  this  kind  should  not  be 
introduced  and  prefaced  by  an  attack 
upon  the  school  board  system.  If  school 
boards  are  to  go,  let  them  give  place  to  a 
big  new  system,  with  full,  large  powers, 
and  let  them  be  worked  into  such  a 
system,  so  that  full  use  may  be  made  of 
their  experience.  But  let  it  not  be  done 
by  dragging  out  everything  peculiar  or 
eccentric  which  may  have  happened 
under  the  school  board  in  certain  places, 
putting  that  in  a  prominent  light,  with  a 
few  perfunctory  sentences  as  to  their  good 
work  ;  let  it  be  done  with  an  ample  recog- 
nition of  the  work  they  have  done."^  l^[ 

The  speech  of  the  Vice-President  must 
have  had  a  depressing  effect  on  every 
school  board.     We  all  want  to  see  one 


thought  it  was  only  right  to  make  these  \  authority  for  education  established,  but 
few  remarks  by  way  of  explanation.  |  surely  we  ought  to  have  time  allowed  us 

I  to  carefully  consider  this  point.     I  under- 

Sm  EDWARD  GREY  (Northumber-   stand  that  ray  hon.  friends  behind^'  me 

land,  Berwick) :    The  right  hon.  Gentle- 1  have  a  good  deal  of  sympathy  with  the 

man  who  has    just    sat    down    always  i  development  of  education  under  county 

attracts  the  sympathies  of    the    whole    and  borough  councils,  not  only  from  the 


House  upon  the  question  of  education, 
because  he  never  speaks  upon  this  subject 
from  the  point  of  view  of  a  political 
partisan.  We  have  listened  to  his  speech 
upon  this  question,  not  only  with  great 
interest,  but  with  great  deference.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  said  that  this 
sub-section  m*ght  be  settled  in  a  two 
hours  debate  because  in  practice  the 
status  quo  would  be  maintained.  If  that 
is  80,  why  did  they  not  have  a  simple 
sub-section  to  that  effect  1  If  that  was 
on  the  face  of  the  Bill, then  there  would  be 
comparatively  little  difference  of  opinion 
amongst  us.  The  sub-section,  even  at 
the  b^,  will  only  maintain  the  status  quo, 
and  it  must  arrest  possible  development 


point  of  view  of  education,  but  from  the 
point  of  view  of  what  is  as  urgently 
needed  as  anything  else  in  this  country, 
namely,  the  free  development  of  local 
government.  If  you  lay  upon  municipal 
councils  a  great  charge  and  obligation 
to  oversee  the  interests  of  education  in 
their  own  areas  ;  to  see  that  the  supply 
is  sufficient,  and  to  co-operate  with  the 
Education  Department  in  seeing  that 
there  is  an  ample  supply  from  top  to 
bottom  in  their  own  area,  then  I  say  that 
we  should  have  some  approach  to  a 
perfect  system,  under  which,  I  believe, 
our  county  borough  and  our  municipal 
councils  would  rise  to  the  occasion  aiid 
show  a  spirit  which  they  hAvaoio^had 
S  2  ^'^'^"^"^  ^^  o 
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any  opportunity  of  showing  up  to  the 
present.  But  that  is  not  what  this  sub- 
section does.  If  a  great  scheme  was 
before  us,  and*  it  became  necessary  to 
subbrdinate  the  school  boards,  and  dove- 
tail their  work  into  some  great  scheme, 
then  there  might  be  more  to  be  said  for 
what  this  Bill  proposes  to  do.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  see  any  curtailment  of  the 
work  of  the  school  boards  until  we  have 
something  better  to  put  in  their  place. 
This  Bill  is  going  to  discourage  one  prac- 
tical working  authority  without  inspirit- 
ing any  other  authority.  We  are  told 
that  this  is  the  application  of  a  new  prin- 
ciple, but  it  is  really  a  setting  back  as 
regards  its  practical  working.  It  is 
creating  possibilities  of  friction  which 
must  be  detrimental  to  the  work  of  the 
school  boards,  and  which  cannot  encou- 
rage the  county  councils.  Why,  then, 
should  we  have  the  Bill  at  all  ]  Over- 
lapping is  not  so  serious  but  that  it  could 
be  tolerated  for  another  year.  If  the 
Bill  is  only  for  one  year,  why  is  it  necessary 
to  pass  it  at  all  1  We  are  told  that  the 
reason  is  because  the  work  done  by  the 
school  boards  is  now  illegal.  In  that  case 
the  choice  before  the  Government  is 
either  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  make  the 
practice  of  the  school  boards  illegal,  or  else 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  setting  up  a  new  prac- 
tice altogether.  When  you  have  a  prac- 
tice well  established,  which  was  so  much 
encouraged  by  the  Education  Depart- 
ment at  one  time,  and  by  many  people 
who  sympathised  with  the  work  which 
the  school  boards  were  doing,  surely  the 
simplest  way  to  have  dealt  with  this 
question  would  have  been  to  make  a  law 
which  for  one  year  would  have  left  the 
old  practice  alone,  rather  than  establish 
a  new  principle  which  must  have  a  dis- 
couraging effect,  so  far  as  it  has  had  any 
effect  at  all.  This  new  practice  must 
diminish  educational  facilities  as  long  as 
the  Bill  lasts.  I  do  not  dispute  the  good 
intentions  of  the  Government.  If  they 
had  brought  in  a  large,  comprehensive 
measure  I  am  sure  it  would  have  received 
fair  and  considerate  treatment  from  the 
House,  which  is  anxious  to  see  a  depar- 
ture made  in  secondary  education.  If 
the  Bill  is  passed  in  its  present  form, 
establishing  what  the  Government  con- 
sider a  new  and  satisfactory  principle, 
then  I  fear  it  may  become  not  a  tem- 
porary, but  a  permanent  measure,  or  one 

Sir  Edwwrd  Qrey. 


to  carry  on  from  year  to  year,  and 
although  I  do  not  accuse  the  Govern- 
ment of  want  of  honesty  of  intention,  I 
am  afraid  from  the  experience  of  the  past, 
and  knowing  how  the  House   is  now 

rived  with  good  intentions,  that  either 
must  regard  this  Bill  as  not  only  a  step 
backward  in  itself,  or  regard  it  with 
apprehension,  because  it  may  be  putting 
further  off  the  time  when  we  shall  have  a 
really  big  Bill  dealing  with  the  question. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  hope  we  may 
I  be  now  allowed  to  divide  upon  this 
,  Amendment.  [Opposition  cries  of  "  No, 
no.*']  I  merely  make  the  request ;  it 
rests  with  hon.  Gentlemen  whether  they 
will  grant  it.  At  any  rate,  as  I  think  the 
discussion  may  now  terminate,  my  obser- 
vations will  be  exceedingly  brief.  The 
hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat  down  has 
made  a  rosy  forecast  of  the  advance  of  any 
big  measure  which  may  be  introduced  in 
a  subsequent  session.  I  hope  the  hon. 
I  Gentleman's  forecast  will  prove  true  of 
)  the  Bill  which  the  Government  hope  to 
I  introduce  next  year  ;  but  I  confess  that, 
from  the  hostile  treatment  which  the 
;  education  schemes  of  the  Government 
have  met  with  in  past  times  from  those 
who  profess  to  be  friends  of  education, 
who,  so  far  as  I  can  see.  resist  every  Bill 
I  for  the  reform  of  education,  I  do  not 
anticipate  a  smooth  and  flowery  path  for 
any  measure  of  ours,  no  matter  on  what 
lines  it  may  be  drawn.  But  we  have 
now  to  deal  with  the  present  Bill.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  puts  this  question 
to  us  : — "  You  may  be  right  in  thinking 
that  this  Bill  will  not  stop  the  work  of 
secondary  education  ;  you  may  be  right 
in  thinking  that  the  local  authorities  will 
in  no  case  interfere  with  the  work  now 
being  carried  on  by  the  school  boards. 
Granting  that,"  says  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man, *'  why  do  you  want  the  Bill  at  all  i 
Why  cannot  you  simply  legalise  the 
process  which  has  been  declared  illegal 
by  the  court  %  "  That  is  a  very  plain  and 
simple  question,  to  which  I  endeavoured  to 
give  an  answer  in  the  debate  on  the  Second 
Reading.  All  are  agreed  on  both  sides  of 
the  House  that  the  Cockerton  judgment 
requires  legislation  of  some  kind.  It  is 
not  possible  at  this  time  of  the  session  to 
carry  a  complete  measure  dealing  with 
the  situation.  We  are  therefore  reduced 
to  the  only  remaining  possible  course. 
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which  is  to  introduce  a  Bill  which  shall 
not  be  a  complete  but  a  tentative  measure, 
and  which  shall  be  adequate  to  deal  with 
the  difficulty  we  have  been  placed  in  by 
the  recent  decision  of  the  court.  Now, 
we  say  that  under  the  circumstances  it  is 
possible  to  have  a  BiU  without  sanctioning 
some  principle  or  another.  You  must 
do  something.  No  doubt  you  do  not  do 
it  completely.  No  doubt  an3^hing  done 
in  this  Bill  cannot  lay  down  the  Unes 
upon  which  a  complete  measure  should 
proceed.  But  there  are  two  alternatives. 
You  must  either  declare  that  you  think 
the  school  boards  are  the  proper  autho- 
rities for  deaUng  with  secondary  educa- 
tion, or  you  must  lay  down  the  contrary 

t  proposition  that  the  local  authorities 
either  by  itself  or  by  a  committee,  to 
which  subseqently  other  members  may 
be  added,  is  the  proper  authority  to  dis- 

I  charge  that  duty.  I  say  that  every  man 
who  holds — ^as  I  beUeve  all  must  hold — 
that  the  local  authority  is  the  proper 
body  for  deaUng  with  secondary  educa- 
tion is  bound  to  vote  for  this  BUI.  The 
argument  advanced  against  us  is  that 
the  BiU  will  have  the  collateral  effect  of 

^  checking  education.  I  do  not  beheve  a 
word  of  it.  I  say  there  is  nothing  in  this 
Bill  which  will  cause  the  closing  of  a 
single  school  which  is  required  for  carry- 
ing on  secondary  education.     It  is  prob- 

j       able   that   in    certain    places   the   local 

'  authority  and  the  school  board  may 
decide  to  close  some  schools  that  are 
overlapping  in  the  interests  of  the  others. 
That  woidd  be  an  advantage.  It  is 
probable  that  in  most  cases  the  local 
authority  will  say  to  the  school  board 
**  We  have  not  sufficient  time  to  deal  with 
this  question,  and  we  authorise  you 
to  go  on."  That,  perhaps,  would  in  most 
cases  be  a  wise  course,  and  I  think  it  is 
the  course  they  generally  will  take.  But 
I  am  absolutely  confident  that  aU 
these  predictions  about  education  being 
stopped  will  be  falsified,  and  all  the 
political  rubbish  which  masquerades  in 
the  guise  of  educational  enthusiasm  will 
be  absolutely  exposed  by  the  experience 
of  the  next  few  months.  The  hon.  Member 
for  North  Camberwell  says  it  will  be 
right,  and  may  perhaps  be  the  duty  of 
the  school  boards,  to  chalk  up  upon  the 
doors  of  these  closed  schools,  '*  No  school ; 
closed  by  order  of  the  Government." 
Was  there  ever  an  educationist  who  so 


successfuUy  disguised  himself  for  the 
naoment  as  a  party  politician  ?  No  such 
danger  need  be  apprehended. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  :  The  Gateshead 
School  Board  declared  they  could  not 
keep  the  schools  open  because  of  the 
perplexity  of  the  Government's  pro- 
posals. 

Mr.  LAWSON  WALTON  :  The  Leeds 
School  Board  has  come  to  a  similar 
resolution. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Are  we,  then, 
to  understand  from  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  have  occupied  all  these  hours  in 
praising  up  the  school  boards  that  there 
are  two  school  boards  in  the  country  so 
absolutely  obUvious  to  the  interests  of 
education,  so  indifferent  to  the  interests 
of  the  class  which  hon.  Gentlemen  have 
at  heart,  that  without  a  moment's  con- 
sultation with  the  local  authorities  they 
are  prepared  to  shut  up  their  schools  1 

Dr.  MACNAMARA:  Their  night 
schools. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR ;  Until  I  see  the 
day  schools  or  the  night  schools  of  Gates- 
head and  Leeds  shut  up  I  cannot  beheve 
the  suggestion  of  hon.  Gentlemen.  The 
House  in  adopting  this  Bill  will  take  a 
course  in  favour  of  educational  reform, 
and  in  taking  that  course  I  am  quite 
certain  they  will  not  in  any  district  of 
the  country  check  even  for  a  moment 
the  healthy  progress  of  secondary  educa- 
tion. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mon- 
mouthshire, W.) :  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  thinks  the  tone  in  which  he 
has  addressed  the  House  is  one  likely  to 
lead  to  the  progress  of  the  Bill,  he  is  very 
much  mistaken.  I  can  only  conceive 
that  in  adopting  this  tone  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  puts  himself  out  to  rival  the 
methods  adopted  by  the  Vice-President. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Dartford  must  be  very  much  dissatis- 
fied with  that  speech.  The  Bill  raises 
no  principle  we  are  told.  It  merely 
allows  the  county  council  to  continue 
what  the  school  board  has  begun,  and 
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that  that  is  the  end  of  it.  What,  then, 
has  become  of  your  great  principle  ]  We 
are  really  to  determine  whether  the 
education  of  the  country  is  to  be  en- 
trusted to  the  county  council  or  not. 
That  may  be  a  good  plan  or  a  bad  plan, 
but  this  harum  scarum  way  of  establish- 
ing a  new  principle  in  the  education  of 
the  country  is  unstatesmanhke.  This 
is  the  sort  of  scrimble  scramble  way  in 
which  the  Government  conducts  every- 
thing. We  have  had  two  abortions 
already.  They  excuse  this  on  the  ground 
that  it  is  "  only  a  httle  one  "  ;  but  a  little 
one  may  carry  very  mischievous  con- 
sequences to  its  parents.  Yet  we  are 
asked  to  go  on  and  dispose  of  this  Bill. 
Either  this  involves  a  great  principle  or 
it  does  not.  If  it  does  not  involve  a  great 
principle  it  is  extremely  badly  drawn. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the 
county  councils  will  agree  to  everything 
that  the  school  boards  propose,  and  that 
if  there  are  any  bodies  that  will  act  dis- 
gracefully, they  will  be  the  school  boards 
of  Leeds  and  Gateshead,  and  without 
knowing  anything  whatever  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  cases  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  stands  up  and  scolds  the 
school  boards  of  Leeds  and  other  places 
in  a  tone  which  I  venture  to  say  he  is  not 
entitled  to  use. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  mistaken.  I  say  that  if 
they  acted  in  the  way  they  are  described 
as  having  acted  they  deserved  to  be 
scolded.  But  I  learn  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Leeds  is  wrong. 

Mr.  LAWSOX  WALTON :  I  under- 
stand that  the  Leeds  School  Board  has 
come  to  the  resolution  that  it  would  be 
impossible  for  them  to  continue  the 
responsibility  of  carrying  on  their  present 
evening  continuation  schools. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  believe  that 
is  not  so. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  It  is 
time  the  Government  knew. 

[  Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  No  communi- 
cation has  been  made  to  the  Board  of 
Education. 

Sir  William  Harcourt, 


Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  :  There 
are  two  things  that  must  be  known  with 
reference  to  the  Bill  before  it  is  disposed 
of  in  this  haphazard  way  by  the  Govern- 
ment— one  is  what  are  the  opinions  of 
the  town  councils,  and  what  are  the 
opinions  of  the  school  boards.  I  protest 
against  a  measure  of  the  kind  including, 
as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  says,  a  great 
revolution  in  the  principles  of  education 
in  this  country  being  passed  without  full 
discussion.  We  had  a  full  discussion 
some  years  ago,  and  we  know  what  was 
the  result.  We  know  what  were  the 
opinions  of  the  town  councils  of  that  time, 
and  one  of  the  reasons  why  at  that  time 
the  Government  ignominiously  failed 
was  because  the  Bill  was  a  violent  at- 
tempt on  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
impose  on  the  town  councils  of  the 
country  jurisdiction  they  did  not  desire 
to  have.  What  business  have  we  to- 
night, after  two  or  three  hours  discussion, 
to  come  to  such  a  conclusion  as  this, 
without  giving  time  to  the  town  councils 
of  the  country  to  express  their  views  on 
this  subject,  so  that  we  may  at  all  events 
proceed  in  dealing  with  this  question 
with  some  knowledge  of  it  ?  It  is  quite 
clear  the  Government  do  not  now  possess 
that  knowledge.  Their  domestic  stra- 
tegy is  equal  to  their  military  strategy. 
The  Leader  of  the  House  says  you  must 
now,  in  consequence  of  the  Cockerton 
judgment,  determine  whether  you  will 
go  on  with  the  school  boards  as  the  pri- 
mary educational  authority  or  the  county 
councils.  There  is  no  necessity  to  decide 
either  way.  The  dilemma  is  a  piece  of 
false  logic.  Why  not  wait  twelve  months 
and  let  the  country  have  time  to  under- 
stand what  you  are  about  1  I  hope  the 
House  will  absolutely  refuse  to  be  hustled. 
Let  great  boroughs  such  as  Leeds  and 
Gateshead  have  time  to  consider  what 
line  their  school  boards  will  adopt.  That 
will  be  dealing  with  the  great  question 
of  education  as  the  House  o  Commons 
should  deal  with  it.  '^he  attempt  to 
rush  this  Bill  through  the  House  of 
Commons  is  one  which  I  hoj>e  will  be 
vigorously  resisted. 

Mr.  BROADHURST  (Leicester;  re- 
gretted that  on  the  Second  Reading  of 
this  Bill  the  representatives  of  the  con- 
stituencies had  been  denied  a  full  and 
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free    opportunity 
objections  to  it. 


of 


expressing 


their  1 


Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty 
Members     were     not    present.      House 


to  the  lowering  of  the  educational  stan- 
dard of  the  borough,  and  not  to  its  ad- 
vancement in  any  direction  whatever. 
His  constituents  would  rather  that  the 
evening   continuation    and   the    higher 


counted,  and  forty  Members  being  found  i  grade  schools  should  remain  absolutely 
present —  ^ree,  as  they  were  before  the  Cockerton 

.  judgment,  when  they  were  doing  a  great 

Mr.   BROADHURST  said  he   repre- ,  and  beneficent  work,  not  only  for  the 

sented  a  great  industrial  community  of  i  children  themselves,  but  for  the  indus- 

a  quarter  of  a  million  of  people.    The   trial    prosperity    of    the    town.     Why 

industry  of  that  community  depended    should  the  Government  interfere  with 


mainly  upon  the  intelligence  and  skill 
of  its  working  people.  The  town  of 
Leicester  had  prided  itself  upon  the 
success  of  its  elementary,  higher  grade, 
and  secondary  education  ;  and  without 
advances  in  the  requirements  of  know- 
ledge of  science  and  art  and  industry  that 
town  would  suffer  in  competition  with 
countries  where  education  was  acknow 
ledged  to  be  serviceable  to  the  power  and 
prosperity  of  these  countries.  Well,  the 
people  of  Leicester — ^all  classes  of  the 
community,  rich  and  poor.  Liberal  and 

Cons3rvative,  high  and  low,  employer  i  Failing  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  town 
and  workman,  school  board  and  trade  I  councils,  those  schools  were  to  be  closed, 
council — all  objected  to  this  educational ;  but  the  public-houses  were  to  remain 
poUcy  of  His  Majesty's  Government,  open.  The  policy  of  the  Government 
He  had  presented  petition  after  petition,  |  was  to  close  the  schools,  but  to  keep  the 
he  had  had  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  |  public-houses  open  to  the  httle  ones, 
of     many     resolutions     from     various    That  was   not  the  policy   of  Leicester. 


that  ]  It  was  nothing  but  a  pondering 
to  the  jealousy  and  to  the  dictation  of  the 
Secondary  Schools  Association — what 
was  called  the  Incorporated  Association 
of  Head  Masters.  He  had  in  his  hand 
the  report  of  that  body  for  1896  ;  he  had 
no  doubt  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  read  it  over  and  over  again  ;  and  it 
seemed  to  him  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  taken  the  suggestions  from  that 
report,  and  based  on  them  the  policy 
of  not  only  the  Bill  which  was  dead,  but 
that  which  they  were  now  discussing. 


vanous 
public  bodies  in  Leicester  condemn- , 
ing  the  Bill  that  was  now  dead,  and 
the  poUcy  of  the  Bill  the  Committee 
was  now  discussing  Therefore  hia 
constituents  would  desire  and  approve 
his  support  of  the  omission  of  the  first 


Leicester  had  quite  a  different  idea. 
The  people  there  would  close  the  public- 
houses  to  the  young,  but  would  give  free 
and  full  opportunity  to  every  child  who 
had  the  capacity  to  acquire  all  the  know- 
ledge and  attainments  at  his  disposal  in 
sub-section.     If  the  Government  would  '  the  splendid  institutions  which  had  been 


built  up  under  the  fostering  care  of  that 
great  borough.  He  knew  schools  in  the 
borough  of  Leicester  that  had  excited 
the  admiration  of  foreigners  from  nearly 
all  parts  of  the  world. 


agree  to  that,  they  could  undoubtedly, 

80  far  as  his  constituency  was  concerned, 

have  the  remainder  of  their  Bill  in  five 

minutes.     The  hon.  Member  for  South 

Leeds  had  made  a  very  useful  suggestion 

to  the  Government,  and  that  was  that 

permission  should  be  given  to  the  school  \     The    DEPUTY    CHAIRMAN  :    The 

boards  to  carry  on  their  work,  and  if  ,  question   before   the  House  is  not  the 

appeal  were  necessary  it  should  be  lodged  .  excellence  of  certain  schools. 

with  the  Education  Department,  and  not  I 

with  the  county  councils  or  the  borough  i      Mr.    BROADHURST    saidj  he    was 

councils.     The  school  board  of  Leicester  i  only  just  about  to  point  out  the  value 


regarded  this  Bill  as  a  humiUation  on 
their  body,  and  as  a  trespass  on  their 
just  and  right  authority.  He  did  not ' 
think  he  could  give  a  stronger  condemna- 
tion of  the  Bill  than  that.  They  re- 
garded it  as  an  attempt  to  destroy  and  ' 
not  to  build  up,  and  as  inevitably  leading 


of  the  schools  in  Leicester  as  recognised 
by  all  friends  of  education.  If  the 
sub-section  were  passed,  many  of  these 
institutions  might  be  closed.  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  had  interfered  in 
the  debate  with,  as  he  understood,  the 
benevolent  object  of  calming  any  excite- 
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ment  which  might  have  been  excited 
with  reference  to  the  sub-section ;  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  appealed  to 
the  Committee  to  come  to  a  decision  on  it. 
But  then  he  immediately  proceeded  to 
say  that  the  discussion  on  that  side  was 
m3rely  political  rubbish.  He  had  never 
heard  a  more  insolent  remark  from  the 
Leader  of  a  great  party.  They  were 
descending  very  low  in  debate  when  the 
leader  of  legions  found  it  necessary 
to  employ  such  language  with  reference 
to  hon.  Members  whose  only  desire 
was  to  increase  the  intelligence  of  the 
p3ople.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
charged  hon.  Members  on  that  side  with 
being  opposed  to  reform.  He  had  always 
understood  reform  to  mean  improve- 
ment, but  in  the  Bill  of  1896 

The  deputy  CHAIRMAN:  The 
hon.  Member  cannot  now  discuss  the 
merits  of  a  Bill  brought  in  in  a  previous 
session.  The  question  before  the  Com- 
mittee is  to  omit  Sub-section  1. 


Mr.  BROADHURST  said  he  did  not  | 
regard  the  sub-section  as  a  reform,  but 
as  a  revolutionary  and  retrograde  step, 
which  had  for  its  object  the  destruction 
of  the  school-board  system,  secondary 
and  primary,  within  a  very  few  years. 
He  objected  to  the  sub-section  largely 
for  the  reason  that  the  bodies  with  whom 
secondary  education  was  to  rest  were  not 
suitable  for  the  purpose.  County  coun- 
cils and  borough  councils  were  elected 
for  an  entirely  different  purpose,  and 
knew  nothing  about  education  ;  though 
of  course  he  did  not  mean  to  say  that 
there  might  not  be  educationalists  on 
them.  But  education  was  not  in  the 
minds  of  the  electors  when  they  were 
elected.  He  also  objected  on  practical 
grounds.  He  had  a  practical  knowledge 
of  the  work  of  county  councils  for  many 
years.  He  was  deeply  interested  in  it, 
but  education  had  no  part  in  it.  Further, 
county  councils  had  more  work  now 
than  they  had  time  in  which  to  do  it, 
as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  know 
if  he  had  had  some  elementary  know- 
ledge of  rural  life,  but  his  university 
training  and  associations  and  his  academic 
life  prevented  hiija  acquiring  that  know- 
ledge. [Sir  J.  GoEST  dissented.]  He 
would  give  a  practical  illustration  of  how 

Mi\  Broadhurst. 
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difficult    it    would    be    for    the   county 
councils  to  take  up  the  work  of  secondary 
education.     He   held  in   his   hand   the 
agenda  of  a  county  council,  which  in- 
cluded a  great  variety  of  subjects,  such  as 
the  improvement  of  roads  and  footpaths, 
reports  of   the  county  surveyor,  tenders 
for   snow  ploughs,   letters    from    rural 
district  councils,  estimates  for  repairs  of 
main   roads,    claims   for   compensation^ 
opinions   of   counsel,   and   many   other 
matters.  He  asked  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  how  could    the   county    councils^ 
which  consisted  of  men  from  all  parts  of 
the  county,  get  through  such  a  long  list, 
then  take  up  the  work  of  secondary  edu- 
cation, and  still  have  time  to  attend  to 
their  business  in  the  cattle  market  or  the 
corn  exchange  1    It  was  perfectly  ridicu- 
lous to  think  that  under  such  circum- 
stances the  work  could  be  done  efficiently. 
He  hoped  that  if  the  Government  would 
not  agree  to  the  omission  of  the  sub- 
section they  would  at  least  adopt  the 
suggestion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
I  Leeds,  and  let  the  appeal  be  to  the  Educa- 
tion Board  in  Whitehall,  and  not  to  the 
county  councils  and  borough  councils. 
Their  fear  was  that  education  would  drift 
into  the  hands  of  the  parish  priest  and 
the  squire,  who  were  reactionary  in  edu- 
cational  affairs  in   many  parts   of  the 
country.     There  might  be  some  hope  in 
the   great   towns.     Hitherto   they    had 
regarded  education  as  a  sacred  question* 
into  which  politics  should  not  be  intro- 
duced.    Only    recently    he    devoted    a 
Saturday   to   canvassing   for   a  leading 
Conservative  in  the  parish  in  which  he 
lived,  because  he  was  devoted  to  the  cause 
of  education,  and  he  did  not  care  whether 
a  man  was  a  Tory  or  a  Radical  if  he  were 
that.    They  were  now  proposing  to  asso- 
ciate education  with  the  various  questions, 
i  political  and  otherwise,   which  divided 
opinion  in  the  counties  and  boroughs ; 
and  by  that  means  they  were  striking  a 
blow  at  the  foundations  of  education  in 
the  country  from  which  it  would  not 
recover  for  many  generations. 

*Mr.  PLUMMER  (Newca^tle-on-Tyne) : 
said  that,  having  some  knowledge  of  the 
work  of  education  in  large  cities,  he 
regarded  the  Bill  as  a  temporary  measure, 
brought  forward  to  meet  a  special  emer- 
genc} ,    and    that     they    were    not    to 
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regard  it  as  a  precedent  when  they  1 
came  to  consider  the  far  more  im- 1 
portant  and  wider  measure  which  the  I 
Govemment  had  promised  for  next ' 
session.  He  had  been  for  many  years 
on  the  school  board  of  Newcastle, 
and  also  for  a  somewhat  less  time  on 
the  city  council,  and  he  was  bound 
to  confess  from  his  experience  of  those 
two  bodies,  when  it  came  to  the  question 
of  undertaking  the  work  of  elementary 
education,  he  did  not  see  how  a  county 
borough  council  was  able  to  undertake 
that  work  in  the  larger  interests  of  the 
country;  not  that  he  suggested  they  were 
not  educationally  quali^ed  for  the  work, 
but  solely  because  he  believed  their  hands 
were  already  entirely  full  of  very  import- 
ant work.  He  therefore  thought  it 
would  be  worth  while  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  consider  before  passing  the 
more  important  measure  whether  some 
such  suggestion  should  not  be  adopted  as 
that  foreshadowed  by  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  Technical  Education,  namely, 
the  creation  of  a  new  body,  consisting  of 
one-third  of  members  of  the  county 
councils,  one-third  of  the  school  boards, 
and  the  other  third,  which  he  was  sure 
Members  on  both  sides  of  the  House 
would  greatly  value,  by  the  co-opting 
of  men  who  were  thorough  educational 
experts,  and  who  had  experience  which 
would  be  so  valuable  to  educational 
bodies,  the  very  class  of  men  who  would 
not  submit  themselves  to  popular  election. 
He  believed  the  Government  had  earned, 
if  not  the  applause  of  the  House,  the  good 
opinion  of  the  country,  for  by  their  action 
they  had  drawn  attention  to  the  existing 
overburdening  of  the  elementary  schools. 
It  might  be  heresy  to  say  so,  but  he  had 
long  been  convinced  that  they  had  too 
much  crowded  into  the  curriculum  of 
what  were  termed  elementary  schools. 
They  were  by  no  means  elementary 
schools.  Like  the  village  blacksmith, 
there  was  **  something  attempted,  some- 
thing done,"  but  too  often  much  was 
attempted  and  too  little  done,  and  if  less 
were  attempted  he  was  convinced  more 
would  be  done.  Children  left  the  schools 
with  a  slight  knowledge  of  many  things, 
and  an  imperfect  knowledge  of  a  few 
things  of  which  they  ought  to  have  a 
well-grounded  knowledge.  In  short, 
they  had  quantity  at  the  expense  of 
quality.     Only  a  few  days  ago  he  over- 


heard a  child  tell  its  neighbour  in  St. 
James's  Park  that  Nelson  fought  the 
battle  of  Waterloo  in  Trafalgar  Square, 
and  that  was  the  reason  why  the  monu- 
ment was  erected  there. 

The  deputy  CHAIRMAN:  The 
hon.  Member  must  confine  himself  to 
the  question  before  the  Committee,  which 
is  the  omission  of  Sub-section  1. 

I  *Mr.  PLUMMER  said  he  was  sorry  if 
the  anecdote  was  not  in  order,  but  the 
argument  he  wanted  to  press  upon  the 

'  House  was  that  elementary  education  was 
too  much  overburdened  with  higher  sub- 
jects. He  did  not  wish  it  to  be  thought  that 
he  quoted  this  illustration  as  an  argument 
against  school  boards,  because  he  had  no  . 
reason  for  knowing  whether  it  was  a 
school  board  child  or  not ;  but  he  cited 
it  to  prove  the  necessity  of  the  curriculum 
of  elementary  schools  being  reUeved  of 
technical  subjects.  The  Government 
would  be  doing  great  service  indeed  if 
one  result  of  bringing  that  measure 
before  the  House  should  be  the  introduc- 
tion next  session  of  a  measure  on  a 
larger  and  wider  scale  to  reheve  the 
overcrowded  curriculum  of  elementary 
schools,  which  would  be  an  advantage 
not  only  to  the  children  but  to  the 
teachers.  He  should  vote  for  the  present 
Bill  because  it  dealt  with  the  difficulty 
which  now  existed,  in  the  hope  that 
before  they  were  called  upon  to  consider 
the  larger  measure  there  would  be  some 
differentiation  in  the  treatment  of  larger 

j  towns    where  the  school  board  was  co- 

I  terminous  with  the  district  of  the  borough 
or  county  council,  always  remembering 
that  education  existed  not  for  the  sake  of 
school  boards,  but  that  school  boards 
existed  for  the  sake  of  education. 

Mr.  CHARLES  MORLEY  (Brecknock) 
said  he  rose  to  support  the  motion  for  the 
omission  of  the  sub-section.  He  did  so 
on  many  grounds,  but  particularly  on 
the  ground  that  he  was  not  prepared  to 
hand  over  to  the  control  of  the  county 
councils  that  education  which,  for  the 
last  thirty  years,  had  been  so  admirably 
managed  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
country  by  the  school  boards.  The 
Education  Bills  of  the  Government  had 
been    so    thoroughly    opposed    to    the 
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educational  instincts  of  the  country  that 
they  had  to  undergo  the  humiUation  of 
abandoning  them.  What  was  the  crime 
of  which  the  school  boards  were  guilty  1 
Nothing  worse  than  placing  too  Uberal 
an  interpretation  on  their  powers  for 
forwarding  the  intellectual  interests  of 
the  people  ;  and  he  should  have  thought 
that,  instead  of  endeavouring  to  cripple 
the  powers  of  the  school  boards,  the 
Government  would  have  done  what 
they  could  to  extend  them,  in  order  to 
enable  the  boards  to  legally  carry  on  the 
schools  which  were  now  in  difficulties. 
The  Government  might  have  adopted 
the  straightforward,  simple  course  of 
bringing  in  a  small  measure,  such  as 
that  suggested  by  his  hon.  friend.  They 
had  no  desire  to  see  the  control  of  those 
schools  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
school  boards.  He  should  like  to  remind 
the  Committee  of  some  language  which 
had  been  used  with  regard  to  the  school 
boards.  The  Vice-President,  speaking 
in  the  House  on  July  8th,  denounced 
the  work  of  the  school  boards  and  con- 
demned the  education  given  by  them  as 
cheap  and  shoddy. 

Sir  J.  GORST :  I  did  nothing  of  the 
sort.  Let  the  hon.  Member  quote  my 
words. 

Mr.  CHARLES  MORLEY  said  he 
would  quote  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
words.     They  were — 

"The  education  which  you  are  spreadbg 
amongst  the  people  is  cheap,  shoddy  education 
instead  of  the  better  and  higher  education 
which  we  wish  to  promote.'* 

Sir  J.  GORST:  The  hon.  Member 
omits  the  statement  that  that  has  refer- 
ence to  art  evening  schools  in  London. 
It  has  no  reference  to  scTiools  generally, 
and  was  restricted  to  the  art  schools 
carried  on  in  the  evenings  in  London. 

Mr.  CHARLES  MORLEY  said  that 
he  was  quite  prepared  to  accept  the 
interpretation  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, but  his  recollection  was  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  strictly 
confine  his  remark,  as  he  now  stated. 

Sir  J.  GORST :  The  hon.  Member  is 
very   unjust.     The   whole  passage  was 

Mr,  Charles  Morley. 


read  by  an  hon.  Member  opposite,  and 
it  entirely  bears  out  what  I  say.  This  is 
the  second  time  that  I  have  had  to  re- 
pudiate this  misrepresentation. 

Mr.  CHARLES  MORLEY  said  that 
at  any  rate  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
referred  to  the  evening  art  schools  sup- 
ported by  the  School  Board  of  London. 
He  would  remind  the  House  of  what 
had  been  said  by  Sir  Joshua  Fitch — 

**  Meantime  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that 
the  higher  elementary  school,  whether  we 
regard  it  as  belonging  to  the  reason  of  primary 
or  secondary  education,  or  to  the  borderland 
which  lies  between  them,  is  at  present  in  the 
hands  of  the  school  boards.  They  cerated  it, 
they  have  faith  in  it,  and  they  have  so  managed 
it  that  it  has  become  one  of  the  most  popular 
institutions  in  the  country,  especially  in  that 
class  of  the  community  which  most  sorely 
needed  improved  opportunities  of  industrial 
training  and  intellectual  culture." 

He  would  leave  it  to  the  Committee  to 
judge  between  the  statement  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  and  the  statement  he 
had  just  read.  The  sub-section  proposed 
to  empower  county  councils  and  other 
local  authorities  to  interfere  with  the 
work  of  the  school  boards,  and  to  subordi- 
nate the  school  boards  to  themselves.  It 
proposed  that  the  one  local  authority 
which  was  charged  with  the  administra- 
tion of  education  should  go  cap  in  hand 
to  another  local  authority  which  had 
received  no  such  mandate  for  permission 
to  carry  on  a  useful  and  valuable  work. 
He  did  not  beheve  that  the  county  coun- 
cils would  desire  to  be  approached  in  that 
manner  by  the  school  boards.  The 
County  Council  of  Northamptonshire 
!  had  passed  a  resolution  by  which,  as  he 
'  understood  it,  they  expressed  their 
objection  to  having  to  decide  whether 
certain  schools  should  be  continued  or 
discontinued  The  Bill  was  a  deliberate 
insult  on  a  large  and  very  valuable  body 
of  pubhc  servants.  The  second  sub- 
section was,  however,  a  different  matter, 
on  which  all  of  them  would  be  more  or 
less  in  accord,  and  which,  with  certain 
Amendments,  would  cover  the  whole  of 
the  present  difficulty.  That  would  pass 
the  House  without  meeting  with  any 
serious  opposition.  But  the  first  sub- 
section estabUshed  an  altogether  new 
principle,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  many 
hon.  Members,  would  be  highly  conten- 
tious and  very  objectionable.     Who  was 
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to  decide  the  schools  to  which  the  school 
fund  was  to  be  appUcable  or  not  applic- 
able? The  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not 
know. 

JSm  J.  GORST :  Why  does  the  hon. 
Gentleman  say  I  did  not  know  ] 

Mr.  CHARLES  MORLEY:  Because 
on  the  5th  of  March  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  it  was  impossible  to  say 
where  to  draw  the  line,  and  to  say  that 
the  school  above  was  the  higher  grade 
school  and  the  school  below  was  only  an 
elementary  school. 

Sir  J.  GORST :  Those  were  remarks 
which  I  made  before  the  extremely  lucid 
judgment  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls. 
After  reading  that,  no  school  board 
could  have  any  hesitation  in  saying  it 
was  impossible  to  draw  a  line. 

Mr.  CHARLES  MORLEY  congratu- 
lated the  right  hon.  Gentleman  upon 
having  learnt  his  lesson  so  well,  but 
nevertheless  was  of  opinion  that  the  Bill 
was  unworkable.  The  county  councils 
did  not  wish  to  deal  with  the  schools. 
The  school  boards  had  done  well  in  the 
past,  and  would  do  well  in  the  future, 
and  he  thought  that  as  the  first  sub- 
section was  a  contentious  one,  it  should 
be  adjourned,  in  order  that  the  Com- 
mittee should  have  an  opportunity  of 
considering  it. 

Mr.  HENRY  HOBHOUSE  (Somerset- 
shire, K)  said  he  could  assure  the  Com- 
mittee that  so  far  from  its  being  utterly 
impossible  for  the  county  councils  to 
deal  with  secondary  education,  as  had  been 
attempted  to  be  demonstrated  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Leicester,  many  of  the 
county  councils  were  at  the  present 
moment  dealing  with  it  very  success- 
fully. The  Vice-President  had  done  his 
best  during  the  last  few  years  for  the 
needs  of  rural  education,  and  had  satisfied 
them.  There  was  no  doubt  hat  our 
county  councils  were  not  composed  of 
reactionary  squires  and  farmers,  as  was 
suggested,  whose  desire  was  to  hurry 
through  the  county  business  in  order  to 
get  to  market,  but  of  public-spirited  men 
of  all  classes,  thoroughly  representative 
of  the  men  who  sent  them  to  occupy  that 


position,  and  who  could  deal  thoroughly 
— through  their  technical  education 
committees — with  secondary  education. 
There  might  be  diflferences  of  opinion 
even  among  county  councils  as  to  how 
far  they  should  undertake  these  duties, 
and  though  many  county  councils  were 
willing  now  to  undertake  the  super- 
vision and  regulation  of  these  schools, 
there  might  be  an  opinion  the  other  way. 
But  he  did  not  think  there  was  any 
opinion  in  the  county  councils  as  to 
their  incapacity  to  conduct  higher  educa- 
tion. Of  course  they  would  have  to 
delegate  this  work  to  their  technical 
instruction  committees,  which  met  much 
more  frequently  than  the  county  councils 
themselves,  and  meeting  without  a 
quorum,  the  business  was  much  more 
thoroughly  done.  He  did  not  deny  that 
in  his  opinion  the  Bill  required  amend- 
ment, but  this  was  not  the  moment  to 
indicate  the  direction  in  which  this 
ought  to  be  done.  He  did  not  think  it 
right  to  continue  on  a  single  Amendment 
a  Second  Reading  debate  which  had 
already  occupied  over  two  nights.  He 
did  not  intend  to  make  a  Second  Reading 
speech,  and  should  confine  himself  to 
trying  to  improve  the  Bill. 

*Mr.  levy  (Leicestershire,  Lough- 
borough) said  he  had  not  intended  to 
have  intervened  on  the  Committee  stage 
of  the  Bill,  and  should  not  have  done  so 
but  for  the  variety  of  opinions  which  had 
been  expressed  by  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite.  The  Leader  of  the  House  had 
told  the  Committee  that  this  measure  was 
necessary  because  they  could  not  legalise 
without  a  measure  of  this  sort  those 
schools  which  had  been  closed  through 
the  Cockerton  judgment ;  they  were 
told  that  it  was  a  tentative  measure  only  ; 
but  anybody  reading  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Vice-President 
would  be  bound  to  admit  that  it  was  a 
direct  insult  to  the  school  board  system 
throughout  the  country.  He  thought 
if  he  took  a  few  instances  he  would  con- 
vince the  Committee  that  in  many  cases 
there  was  a  direct  conflict.  First  of  all 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  fixed  the  age 
at  fifteen  years.  There  was  no  explana- 
tion  

The  deputy  CHAIRMAN  said  there 
was  nothing  as  to  the  age  of  fifteen  in 
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the  Amendment,  and  that  the  hon. 
Member  must  confine  his  argument  to 
the  Amendment 

*Mr.  levy  said  yes,  he  agreed,  but 
the  Minute  of  July  3  must  be  read  with 
the  Bill.  They  had  been  accused  of 
speaking  political  rubbish,  but  he 
thought  the  political  rubbish  came  from 
the  opposite  side.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  stated  that  at  Cardiff,  as  a  result 
of  this  Bill  passing,  160  children  would  be 
turned  out  into  the  street. 

Sib  J.  GORST  :  I  never  said  anything 
of  the  sort. 

*Mr.  levy  said  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  would  probably  accept  the  correct- 
ness of  The  Times  report,  which  stated 
there  were  268  children  in  the  schools, 
and  that  the  result  of  the  judgment,  if 
carried  out  rigidly,  would  be  to  turn  1 60 
of  them  out  of  the  schools. 

Sir  J.  GORST :  They  would  not  be 
turned  out  into  the  street,  they  would 
find  accommodation  in  the  intermediate 
schools. 

*Mr.  levy  said  Members  on  the 
opposition  side  of  the  House  were  in- 
terested in  seeing  that  the  160  children 
were  kept  in  the  schools.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  suggested  that  no  harm 
would  arise  if  328  boys  and  girls  in  the 
schools  were 

The  deputy  CHAIRMAN  directed 
the  hon.  Member's  attention  to  the  fact 
that  he  had  already  called  him  to  order 
for  discussing  matters  which  were 
irrelevant. 

*Mr.  levy  said  that  in  that  case  he 
would  direct  his  remarks  to  the  question 
of  the  education  which  had  been  de- 
scribed as  cheap  and  shoddy  and  the 
question  of  overlapping.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  said  the  over- 
lapping was  the  cause  of  a  great  deal  of 
the  harm,  and  had  brought  about 
this  problem  in  education.  There  were 
two  systems  of  secondary  education, 
and  the  competition  had  been  created  by 
the  schools  which  had  not  been  receiving 

T?ie  Deputy  Chairman, 


aid  from  rates,  and  not  by  those  which 
were  partially  supported  out  of  the  rates ; 
therefore  there  was  no  reason  for  that 
competition.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  not,  he  apprehended,  disown  The 
Times, 

The  deputy  CHAIRMAN :  I  must 
call  the  attention  of  the  hon.  Member 
to  the  Standing  Order  with  reference 
to  repetition  in  debate.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  explained  what  he  has 
said,  and  it  is  the  immemorial  usage  of 
this  House  to  accept  what  is  said  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen. 

*Mr.  levy  said  he  would  not  trouble 
the  House  further  than  to  say  that 
education  had  been  carried  on  properly 
by  the  school  board  in  the  past.  Women 
had  taken  great  interest  in  education 
and  had  done  good  work  in  the  cause, 
but  by  the  system  now  proposed  their 
influence  would  be  subject  to  the  veto 
of  county  and  borough  councils.  He 
supported  the  Amendment  because  the 
work  of  the  school  boards  would  be 
crippled  unless  this  sub-section  wa» 
deleted. 

Mr,  spear  (Devonshire,  Tavistock) 
said  he  proposed  to  support  the  principle 
of  the  Bill  because  it  proposed  to  estab- 
lish a  central  authority  in  the  county. 
At  present  there  were  three  systems  for 
providing  technical  and  secondary  educa- 
tion in  the  county.  There  was  the 
Technical  Committee  of  the  County 
Council,  the  School  Board,  and  the 
School  of  Art.  These  three  agents 
carried  on  the  same  work,  and  were  often 
brought  into  opposition,  and  very 
frequently  overlapped  each  other's  work 
and  area.  Therefore  he  recognised  in 
the  estabUshment  of  a  good  central 
authority  a  true  foundation  for  the 
dissemination  of  secondary  education 
throughout  the  country.  He  should 
not  take  this  position  if  he  thought  it 
was  antagonistic  to  school  boards.  The 
school  boards  had  certainly  done  work 
in  the  direction  of  secondary  education, 
and  in  many  instances  very  good  work, 
and  he  should  be  sorry  to  see  it  stopped. 
Nevertheless  they  had  no  legal  mandate 
from  the  country  to  do  this  work,  and 
he   therefore    failed    to   see    that    any 
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insult  was  being  put  upon  them  by  the 
Bill.  He  ventured  to  hope  that  none 
of  the  good  work  which  some  school 
boards  had  carried  on  would  be  hindered 
or  vetoed  by  the  county  councils,  but  it 
would  be  the  means  of  extending  to 
other  school  boards  who  had  not 
touched  the  subject  at  all  the  advan- 
tage of  providing  secondary  educa- 
tion. They  also  wanted  to  see  the  boy 
who  attended  the  voluntary  school 
having  the  same  advantage  of  secondary 
education  as  the  boy  who  attended  the 
board  school.  This  they  could  not  have 
without  some  central  authority.  He 
should,  however,  object  to  the  extension 
of  any  increased  powers  to  voluntary 
schools  without  pubUc  control.  In 
the  estabUshment  of  a  county  autho- 
rity they  provided  that  control,  at 
least,  for  secondary  education  purposes. 
He  supported  the  principle  of  the  Bill. 
It  was  a  principle  of  decentraUsation. 
He  believed  that  the  local  authority 
could  be  better  trusted  to  deal  with  the 
matter  than  the  Education  Board. 
The  system  of  our  education  in  rural 
districts  had  hitherto  been  a  failure. 
It  tended  to  denude  our  rural 
districts  of  their  population,  and  he 
beheved  that  the  estabUshment  of  a 
county  authority  as  the  fountain  head  of 
secondary  education  in  that  county 
would  encourage  the  youths  of  the 
rural  districts  to  excel  in  the  principles  of 
agriculture.  Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite, 
I  who  accused  supporters  of  the  Govern- 
j  ment  of  being  opposed  to  education, 
forgot  that  it  was  a  Unionist  Govern- 
ment that  provided  free  education  for 
the  masses  of  the  people,  and  it  was 
the  Unionists  who  first  recognised  the 
importance  of  secondary  education.  He 
did  not  say  the  Bill  was  perfect ;  he 
looked  upon  it  as  a  temporary  measure, 
and  reserved  his  right  to  support  any 
Amendment  on  it. 

*MR.BRIGG(York8hire,W.R.,Keighley) 
said  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  spoke  last  was  of  such  a  nature 
that  he  largely  supported  his  views. 
At  the  same  time  he  would  Uke  to  say  a 
few  words.  Take  the  Bill  as  it  stood. 
It  could  not  be  said  to  be  a  real  Bill, 
because  it  was  only  a  temporary  measure, 
and  it  would  not  be  worth  while  for  any 
county  council  to  suggest  any  alterations 
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for  so  short  a  period.  At  the  same  time 
there  was  a  certain  amount  of  authority 
delegated  to  county  councils  in  the 
way  of  disposing  of  the  money  which 
came  from  the  Education  Department, 
and  they  had  the  power  to  hand  over 
to  the  different  committees  the  money 
paid  in  to  them  by  the  South  Ken- 
sington Department.  But  in  that  case 
no  option  was  given  them  as  to  the  pay- 
i!nent.  He  could  not  see  why  in  this 
case  the  same  power  should  not  be  given 
by  substituting  the  word  *'  must "  for 
"may." 

The  county  council  with  which  he  was 
connected  had  recently  called  its  technical 
education  committee  together,  and  the 
whole  of  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  were 
explained  to  them.  Upon  the  proposal 
that  the  county  council  should  take  up 
the  work  allotted  to  it,  twelve  voted  in 
favour  of  the  Bill,  and  nine  against,  but 
that  was  immediately  followed  by  a  rider 
that  such  an  arrangement  should  be  of 
only  a  temporary  character,  until  another 
education  authority  was  formed,  and 
upon  that  point  the  voting  was  absolutely 
unanimous.  It  was  impossible  to  con- 
sider this  Bill  without  looking  beyond  it. 
One  had  to  consider  whether  the  county 
councils  as  at  present  constituted  were  a 
suitable  authority  for  taking  over  the 
work  of  elementary  education.  On  that 
point  he  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  they 
were  not  properly  qualified  for  such 
duties.  The  councils  which  were  at  present 
doing  their  duty  in  regard  to  technical 
instruction,and  looking  after  the  interests 
of  education  gererally,  had  really  so 
much  to  do  that  it  was  impossible  for 
them  to  take  over  to  any  extent  the  work 
connected  with  elementary  instruction. 
It  had  been  said  that  the  work  might 
be  delegated  by  the  county  councils  to 
the  school  boards,  but  his  opinion  was 
that  the  school  boards  would  refuse  to 
act  as  committees  under  the  direction  of 
the  county  council.  The  councils  which 
were  not  efficient,  and  which  did  not  know 
much  about  the  work,  were  the  ones 
that  would  be  most  likely  to  desire  to 
take  an  active  part  in  elementary  instruc- 
tion, and  this  unfortunate  clause  would 
give  them  the  power  to  interfere  very 
seriously  with  the  work  of  the  school 
boards.  Two  other  objections  to  the 
proposal  were  that  it  was  exceedingly 
difficult  to  get  good  men  to  do  the  work, 
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and  the  fact  that  eventually  the  religious 
question  would  be  imported  into  county 
council  election?.  The  latter  objection 
could  hardly  be  avoided,  and  it  would 
seriously  interfere  with  the  ordinary  work 
of  the  county  councils.  .  He  therefore 
thought  it  would  be  a  wise  thing  to  omit 
this  sub-section,  and  leave  the  school 
boards  to  do  the  elementary  work,  a?  at 
present. 


*Mr.  HOLLAND  (Yorkshire,  W.R.', 
Rotherham)  said  he  should  hke  in  a  few 
words  to  express  his  approval  of  the 
Amendment  which  the  Committee  were 
now  considering,  and  he  did  so  on  the 
ground  which  he  thought  was  common 
to  all  Members  on  that  side  of  the  House, 
namely,  that  he  wished  the  school  boards 
to  be  allowed  to  continue  without  let  or 
hindrance  the  work  in  which  they  were 
at  present  engaged.  He  had  received, 
as  he  knew  many  other  Members  had 
received,  during  the  last  few  weeks, 
many  resolutions  and  petitions  from  his 
constituents,  the  burden  of  which  had 
been  that  the  school  boards  should  be 
empowered  to  maintain,  on  their  own 
authority  and  out  of  the  school  funds, 
the  higher  grade  and  evening  continua- 
tion schools,  which  had  been  affected 
by  the  Cockerton  judgment.  He  thought 
they  were  all  agre^  that  since  1870 
there  had  been  no  time  of  such  severe  trial 
to  the  school  boards  as  the  present. 
What  had  school  boards  done  to  deserve 
such  treatment  at  the  hands  of  the 
Government  ]  Their  work  during  the 
last  thirty  years  should  have  entitled 
them  to  more  consideration  and  better 
treatment.  He  had  himself  formerly 
the  honour  of  being  a  member  of  a 
technical  instruction  committee,  which 
had  been  repeatedly  described  in  the 
debate  as  one  of  the  most  competent  and 
best  equipped  of  any  technical  instruction 
committee  in  the  country — ^the  technical 
instruction  committee  in  connection 
with  the  Manchester  City  Council. 
He  was  a  member  of  that  body  for  many 
years,  and  he  doubted  whether  they 
would  thank  the  Vice-President  for  a 
proposal  which  would  add  enormously 
to  their  duties.  Certainly,  judging  by 
the  personnel  of  the  committee  when  he 
was  a  member  of  it,  they  would 
have  been  very  averse  to  having  this 
additional  responsibility  added  to  their 
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already  onerous  duties.  Many  eflPorts 
had  been  made  in  various  speeches  from 
the  Government  side  of  the  House 
to  minimise  the  importance  of  the 
Bill.  It  had  been  described  over 
and  over  again  as  an  incomplete 
measure.  But  a  Uttle  Bill  might  do 
a  great  wrong,  and  hon.  Members  on 
the  Opposition  side  of  the  House  were 
agreed  that  the  effect  of  the  Bill  would 
be  to  switch  on  to  the  wrong  line  the 
whole  educational  system  of  the  country. 
Did  anybody  think  that  such  a  Bill  as  this 
would  ever  have  been  possible  if  the  Vice- 
Presidency  of  the  Council  had  been  to- 
day occupied  by  the  right  Jbon.  Member 
for  Dartford  1  Still  less  would  such  a  pro- 
posal have  had  the  smallest  chance  of 
being  brought  forward  had  the  Vice- 
Presidency  been  filled  by  the  former 
occupant  of  that  position—the  Right 
Hon.  Arthur  Acland.  It  had  been  men- 
tioned in  the  course  of  the  debate  that 
the  Leeds  School  Board  and  the  Gates- 
head School  Board  had  taken  some 
hostile  action  in  consequence  of  the  atti- 
tude of  the  Vice-President.  He  could 
add  another  school  board  to  that  list, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  very  many  other 
hon.  Members  could  also  mention  in- 
stances where  school  boards  had  taken 
action.  At  the  Rotherham  School  Board 
meeting  last  week  it  was  decided  to  close 
the  continuation  school  because  it  de- 
clined to  go  cap  in  hand  to  the  county 
council.  He  noticed  that  one  of  the  most 
influential  members  of  the  school  board 
on  the  occasion  in  question  condemned 
very  strongly  the  attitude  of  the  Vice- 
President,  and  used  some  rather  scathing 
language,  for  he  said  he  thought  that 
attitude  more  worthy  of  a  comic  opera 
by  Gilbert  and  Sullivan,  and  that  the 
Vice-President  must  have  had  his  tongue 
in  his  cheek  when  he  was  making  some 
of  his  recent  speeches.  But  that  censure 
was  not  more  severe  than  had  been 
meted  out  to  the  Vice-President  by 
experts  on  his  own  side  of  the  House. 
If  such  a  Bill  had  been  brought  forward 
with  regard  to  Scotch  school  boards, 
what  a  hub-bub  would  very  quickly 
have  arisen  !  The  wrangle  which  had 
recently  been  going  on  must  have  robbed 
English  educational  institutions  of  a 
great  deal  of  their  prestige  in  the 
eyes    of    Scotch    Members,    who    were 
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naturally  impatient  that  so  much  time  1 
should  be  wasted  in  discussing  a  ques- , 
tion  which  they  had  settled  in  so  much 
more  enlightened  a  manner. 

*xMr.  GODDARD  (Ipswich)  said  that 
it  had  been  stated  that  the  school  boards 
had  no  legal  mandate  to  carry  on  the 
work  affected  by  the  Cockerton  judg- 
ment. By  what  authority,  then,  had 
they  done  this  work  1  Was  the  Code, 
issued  year  by  year  by  the  Education 
Department,  not  to  be  considered  as  a 
legal  mandate  1  That  was  the  authority 
under  which  the  schools  earned  their 
grants,  and  it  was  the  legal  mandate 
which  told  them  how  far  they  might  go 
and  what  they  must  leave  out.  It  must 
have  been  forgotten  that  for  years  the 
Education  Department  had  fostered  the 
very  kind  of  scheme  which  was  now 
condemned.  In  future,  apparently,  the 
Code  of  the  Education  Department  was 
to  be  considered  as  having  no  legal  bear- 
ing at  all.  What  was  the  reason  for 
this  sub-section  1  No  doubt  a  difficulty 
had  arisen  in  regard  to  these  schools, 
and  the  purport  of  the  Bill  was  to  tide 
over  the  difficulty  until  a  complete 
measure  could  be  brought  in  dealing 
with  the  whole  question  of  secondary 
education,  and,  presumably,  elementary 
education  also.  That  object  could  easily 
be  accomplished  by  the  second  sub- 
section of  the  Bill,  with  certain  altera- 
tions. All  that  was  needed  was  to  allow 
the  school  boards  to  carry  on  the  work 
which  they  had  hitherto  carried  on  so 
successfully,  for  another  twelve  months 
there  was  no  occasion  for  anything 
further.  But  this  was  something  more 
than  a  continuation  Bill ;  it  was  nothing 
less  than  a  complete  subversion  of  the 
Education  Act  of  1870.  That  Act 
clearly  foresaw  one  great  fact  of  human 
nature.  It  foresaw  that  if  the  precepts 
of  the  school  boards  had  to  be  submitted 
to  the  borough  councils  there  would 
always  be  persons  on  those  bodies  elected 
for  the  simple  purpose  of  keeping  down 
the  rates — men  who  did  not  care  two 
straws  about  education,  who  had  no 
thought  for  the  higher  instruction  of  the 
people,  and  who  would  deal  with  the 
precepts  of  the  school  boards  in  such  a 
way  as  to  render  the  work  inefficient. 
It  was  the  fact  that  the  precepts  could 
not  be  revised  by  borough  councils  that 


had  made  the  work  ef  the  school  boards 
so  successful  all  over  the  country.  As 
soon  as  the  school  boards  began  to  grapple 
with  the  educational  difficulty  they  saw 
there  must  be  something  to  follow  the 
purely  elementary  teaching,  and  there- 
fore, in  order  to  save  the  children  from 
being  cast  on  the  streets,  and  to  provide 
a  kind  of  stepping  stone  to  technical  and 
more  thorough  secondary  education, 
the  higher  grade  and  continuation 
classes  were  established.  The  schools 
had  been  marvellously  successful, 
whether  considered  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  number  of  scholars  or  the 
amount  of  the  grants  earned.  They 
had  not  arisen  suddenly,  and  there  was 
nothing  underhand  in  the  way  in  which 
they  had  come  into  existence.  They 
had  been  approved  by  successive  Govern- 
ments, Liberal  and  Tory,  and  they 
had  the  sanction  and  applause  of  the 
Education  Department.  The  Secondary 
Education  Commission  had  never  sug- 
gested that  these  schools  should  be 
crippled  or  extinguished,  but  that  they 
should  be  co-ordinated.  He  was  afraid 
that  while  the  word  **  co-ordinate " 
was  on  the  lips  of  many  hon.  Members 
who  supported  this  Bill,  the  word  **  sub- 
ordinate "  was  in  their  hearts.  It  was 
not  the  fact  that  the  school  boards  had 
done  too  much  that  required  this  sub- 
section. The  real  fact  was  that  the  law 
had  been  behind  the  age,  and  the  duty 
of  the  Government  was  to  improve  the 
law  and  bring  it  up  to  the  level  of  our 
educational  needs.  If  the  youths  of 
the  country  were  to  be  trained  to  fight 
and  compete  in  the  great  industrial 
struggles  of  the  world,  the  last  thing  that 
should  be  done  was  to  cripple  or  in  any 
sense  to  annihilate  these  schools.  He 
coifld  not  understand  why  this  opposition 
to  the  board  schools  had  sprung  up,  or 
why  it  should  be  considered  necessary, 
after  all  these  years,  to  place  them  under 
the  control  of  another  authority.  He 
could  only  conclude  that  their  very 
success  had  drawn  this  attention  upon 
them.  The  school  boards  were  now 
being  blamed  and  punished  for  **  exceed- 
ing their  proper  scope,"  whereas  the 
real  culprits  were  the  Government,  who 
had  neglected  to  improve  the  law  to  meet 
the  real  necessities  of  the  case.  He  had 
not  a  word  to  say  against  the  technical 
schools  of  this  country.     He^  knew  .the 
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good  work  the  school  boards  were 
doing  for  the  boys  and  girls  in  the 
elementary  schools,  and  his  point  was 
that  those  boys  and  girls  could  not  enter 
technical  schools  successfully  without 
some  preparation.  An  intermediate  step 
was  required,  and  it  was  not  supplied  by 
the  Technical  Instruction  Committee. 
That  intermediate  step  was  supplied  by 
the  higher  grade  schools  and  the  evening 
continuation  schools,  which  were  the 
stepping  stones  to  higher  education. 

*Mr.  YOXALL  (Nottingham,  W.)  said 
that  when  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Council  attempted  to  put  his  scheme  into 
one  small  sub-section  he  was  bound  to 
meet  with  difficulti^  too  great  for  him 
to  cope  with  successfully,  and  he  felt  sure 
that  this  Bill  would  destroy  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  position  as  an  educa- 
tionist and  Minister  of  Education.  Before 
the  present  Bill  became  law  the  price 
paid  for  it  in  the  time  of  the  House 
would  be  very  great  indeed.  He  sup- 
ported the  omission  of  this  sub-section 
because  he  thought  that  this  question 
ought  not  to  be  decided  by  a  sidewind  in 
such  an  indirect,  hasty,  and  cowardly 
way.  Whether  the  principle  was  good 
or  bad  the  remaining  portions  of  the 
sub-section  did  not  meet  the  situation 
in  a  satisfactory  way.  He  contended 
that  the  dates  mentioned  in  the  sub- 
section were  inadequate  for  the  pur- 
pose sought  to  be  attained,  and 
that  the  period  specified  was  too 
late  to  arrange  for  the  coming  session 
of  the  continuation  schools.  The  sub- 
section did  not  give  time  to  county 
councils  and  school  boards  to  come  to  an 
agreement  or  a  far  opportunity  to 
decide  whether  the  schools  should  or 
should  not  go  on.  It  was,  indeed,  use- 
less and  improper  for  its  purpose,  and 
although  it  might  be  forced  through  by  a 
pirty  vote  and  the  use  of  the  closure,  it 
would  do  harm  instead  of  good,  because 
it  would  cause  both  sides  of  the  House 
to  discuss  next  session  the  larger  Bill 
with  anger,  exasperation,  and  prejudice. 
They  had  been  promised  that  next 
session  education  would  have  a  very  pro- 
minent place  in  the  programme  of  the 
Government,  and  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  has  also  promised  to 
bring  in  a  great  London  Water  Bill,  which 
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would,  no  doubt,  take  up  a  good  deal 
of  time. 


The  deputy  CHAIRMAN  :  Order, 
order  The  hon.  Member  is  not  in  order 
in  referring  to  future  legislation. 

♦Mr.  YOXALL  said  they  had  listened 
to  a  very  remarkable  speech  from  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Dartford,  who  had 
stated  that  this  question  was  reaUy  a 
departmental  question.  That  was  how 
this  subject  ought  to  have  been  treats, 
and  any  other  Minister  would  have 
treated  it  as  such  ;  and  had  this  been 
done  there  would  have  been  no  need  for 
this  Bill  at  all.  If  they  had  had  at  the 
Board  of  Education  a  Minister  of  the 
type  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Dartford,  this  would  have 
been  treated  as  a  departmental  question, 
and  it  would  have  been  settled  as  such. 
Perhaps  the  greatest  objection  of  all  to 
this  sub-section  was  that  it  limited  its 
operation  to  the  schools  in  existence  last 
season,  and  made  no  provision  for  the 
extension  of  the  schools.  With  regard  to 
evening  continuation  schools,  the  limit 
was  absolute,  and  that  was  a  very  strong 
reason  why  Sub-section  1  should  be 
withdrawn.  If  this  were  done,  then  the 
school  boards  could  go  on  according  to 
the  limitation  laid  down  by  the  Code,  and 
the  liabilities  they  had  already  incurred 
could  be  condoned  and  approved  by  the 
Local  Government  Board.  It  was  ob- 
vious that  this  sub-section  was  not 
wanted  at  all.  Speaking  generally,  he 
was  not  averse  to  the  Bill,  because  it  pro- 
posed the  setting  up  of  an  educational 
authority  other  than  the  school  board ; 
he  would  be  content  to  see  the  school 
board  cease  to  exist  if  satisfied  of  the 
advantage  of  that  which  would  take  its 
place.  He  would  be  content  to  see  the 
school  board  merged  into  another 
authority  if  a  plan  were  submitted  by 
which  the  whole  system  of  education 
would  be  comprehensively  dealt  with. 
But  the  Bill  presented  no  such  plan  in  the 
place  of  a  system  which  had  produced 
excellent  work.  They  did  not  stand 
up  for  the  school  board  system  as  a 
system  alone,  but  because  that  sy^m 
had  produced  excellent  results,  in  spite 
of  the  sneers  and  inaccuracies  of  the 
I  right  hon.  Gentleman.    Neither  in  the 
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Bill  nor  in  the  speeches  in  its  support  did 
he  find  encouragement  for  the  belief  that 
an  authority  would  be  set  up  capable  of 
doing  the  work  school  boards  had  done. 
They  had  had  during  the  debate  several 
interpolated  speeches 

"Sir  J.  GORST:  I  beg  the  hon. 
Member's  pardon.  I  have  never  inter- 
posed except  to  explain  some  misrepre- 
sentation. 

*Mr.  YOXALL  said  he  was  quite  sure 
that  it  was  very  necessary  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  should  explain  sotne  of 
the  views  he  had  expressed.    The  First 
Lord   of    the    Treasury    had    launched  i 
against   the   Opposition  the  accusation  I 
that  their   views   were    tinted    by  the  1 
party  spectacles  which  they  wore,  and  j 
that  they  were  actuated  by  party  motives, 
and  not  by  a  sincere  sympathy  with  the 
cause  of  education.    [Ministerial  cries  of 
"  Hear,    hear  !  "]    That   imputation   he 
indignantly  repudiated.    The  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  had  referred  to  two  Bills, 
and  he  had  stated  that  the  Bill  of  1896 
was  opposed  by  the  Opposition  for  party 
reasons. 

The  deputy  CHAIRMANf:  Order, 
order  !  The  hon.  Member  must  confine 
himself  to  the  question  under  discussion. 

*Mr.  YOXALL  said  he  regretted  that 
he  was  not  allowed  to  refer  to  the  speech 
of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 
[Ministerial  cries  of  "  Order,  order  !  " 
and  Opposition  cheers.]  He  regretted 
that  the  Deputy  Chairman  would  not 
aDow  him  to  clear  certain  hon.  Members 
on  the  Opposition  side  from  the  imputa- 
tion that  in  opposing  the  Bill  of  1896  they 
were  actuated  by  party  motives.  Perhaps 
he  might  be  permitted  to  repudiate 
entirely  the  suggestion  that  in  dealing 
with  this  particular  Bill  they  were 
actuated  by  any  party  feeling  at  all.  His 
great  desire  was  to  set  up  a  new  local 
authority  for  all  forms  of  education,  con- 
stituted in  such  a  way  as  to  be  enabled 
to  deal  with  all  existing  schools,  and  so 
that  all  school  boards  could  come  into  the 
system.  This  section  of  the  Bill,  how- 
ever, dealt  with  school  boards  in  such  a 
wav  that  it  would  set  up  a  permanent 
irritation  and  put  an  obstacle  in  the  way 
VOL.  XCVIL       [Fourth  Series.] 


I  of  a  comprehensive  system  in  the  future. 
I  He  wished  to  point  out  to  the  hon, 
I  Member  for  Tavistock  that  if  the  school 
I  boards  possessed  no  statutory  powers  for 
;  secondary  education,  none  were  pos- 
I  sessed  by  the  Technical  Instruction  Com- 
I  mittees.  He  thought  that  the  right 
'  hon.  Gentleman  would  find  when  he 
I  came  to  study  his  Bill  more  carefully  that 
,  part  of  it  referred  to  certain  Committees 
I  under  what  was  known  as  Clause  7^ 
I  which  by  the  signed  manual  of  the  right 
i  hon.  Gentleman  was  created  into  a  kind 
of  local  author  ty. 


Sir;  J.  GORST  :   No,  no  1 

*Mr.  YOXALL  said  he  was  strong  in  his 

belief  that  his  interpretation  was  right, 

and  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 

wrong.     This  sub-section  of  Clause  1  was 

entirely    unworkable.     It    proposed    to 

impose  a  non-statutory  authority  upon  a 

1  statutory  authority  as  far  as  secondary 

I  education  was  concerned,  and  to  transfer 

]  the  powers  of  the  one  rating  authority 

!  to  another.     A  simple  method  of  dealing 

j  with  the  difficulty  would  have  been  to 

I  introduce  a  Suspensory  Bill,  until  a  com- 

I  prehensive  measure  could  have  been  dealt 

I  with.     K  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 

'  advised  and  misadvised  the  Government, 

I  who  led  and  misled  them,  had  done  his 

I  duty  he  would  have  maintained  and  sus- 

I  tained  and  continued  during  his  own 

'  administration   that    which    former   ad- 

I  ministrators  had  deliberately  done  from 

year  to  year  ever  since  1874.     They  were 

'  suffering  in  the  schools  fcecatise  they  had 

'  not  had  from  the  Government  a  simple 

I  and  obvious  solution  of  a  difficulty  which, 

'  in  other  hands,  would  have  been  solved 

'  in  a  very  brief  space  of  time  indeed. 

I   *Mr.     CORRIE    grant    (Warwick- 

I  shire,  Rugby )  said  that  the  Committee 

stage  of  this  Bill  had  been  brought  on 

i  so  quickly  that  there  had  not  been  time 

allowed  for  the  county  councils  or  the 

school    boards    to    make    their    voices 

'  heard  upon  this  question.    The  opinion  of 

I  every  authority  which  could  be  obtained 

!  was  certainly  valuable  in  helping  them 

I  to  arrive  at  a  correct  decision  upon  the 

'  matter   before   the   House.     He   wished 

j  to  call  attention  to  the  opwiion  wLidi 
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was  expressed  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Surrey  County  Council  upon  another 
Bill,  which  contained  the  same  principle 
as  the  Bill  before  the  House.  Writing 
to  the  Standard  on  December  9,  1895, 
he  said — 

"  I  hope  that  county  councils  generally  will 
fihow,  with  no  uncertain  voice,  their  disinclina-  < 
tion  to  have  this  new  duty  thrust  on  them  of  | 
•controlling  the  expenditure  of  school  boards,  i 
which  bodies,  like  themselves,  directly  repre- , 
sent  the  ratepayers  and  (whose  money  they  | 
spend.     It  would  indeed  be  an  invidious  office." 

That    was    an    opinion    from    Surrey. 
Next    he  would  take  the  great  county 
of    Northampton.       At     the     meeting 
of      the      Northamptonshire      County 
Council    6nly  last    week,    a   resolution 
was    passed    as     follows : — **  That    this 
Council  asks  His  Majesty's  Government 
not  to  place  upon  the  council  the  invi- 1 
dious  duty  of  deciding  as  to  the  con- 1 
tinuance  or  discontinuance  of  any  kind 
of  education  which   has   hitherto   been  i 
provided  by  the  school  board."     Alder-! 
man  Dulley,  who  moved  that  resolution,  \ 
and  who  (he  was  told)  was  not  an  oppo- ! 
nent    of    the    Government  in    politics,  I 
said  that  the  proper  place  for  the  settle-  j 
ment  of    this    question  was  the  school ' 
board,  and  that  any  appeal  they  wished  j 
to  make  could  be  taken,  as  now,  to  the 
Board  of  Education. 

Hon.    Members    opposite    had    given 
four  different  reasons  for  supporting  the  , 
Bill.      The   first  reason,  and   it  was   a  I 
most    admirable    and     satisfactory    one  I 
from  the  point  of  view  of  hon.  Members  ^ 
opposite,  was  that  of  the  hon.  Member  | 
for      Newcastle,     who     said     he     sup- 
ported   the    Bill    because   the    Govern- 
ment brought  it  in  ;  but  it  was  not  a 
satisfactory  reason  to  a  single  Member 
on  the   Opposition   side  of  the   House, 
and  he  doubted  if  it  was  satisfactory  to 
some  of  the  educationists  on  the  opposite 
benches.     The     second     reason,     which 
was  given  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the    Member    for    Dartford,    was    that 
this  was  a  mere  departmental  matter. 
If  it  was  a  departmental  matter  his  argu- 
ment was  in  favour  of  the  Amendment, 
because  that  proposed  to  leave  the  matter 
to  the  school  boards,  who  had  hitherto 
carried  it  out.     The  third  argument  was 
that  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
and  although  it  was  sometimes  difficult 

Mr.  Carrie  Ora/ni. 


I  to  discover  where  the  fallacy  of  his 
j  argument  lay,  there  was  no  difficulty 
i  at  all  in  this  case,  for  the  subject  of 
I  education  was  avowedly  one  to  which 
I  he  had  paid  very  Htttle  attention. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  began  by 
stating  certain  things  that  they  were 
agreed  upon.  There  was  nothing  more 
delusive  than  this  process  of  putting 
propositions  to  which  people  were  agreed 
It  was  constantly  done  by  the  conjuror 
who  played  tricks  in  the  exhibition  hall. 
**  You  see  this  is  an  apple,"  and  nobody 
denied  it,  and  then  at  the  next  stage 
came  the  deception  by  which  the  people 
were  deceived.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said  the  school  boards  used  to  carry  on 
these  higher  grade  classes  ;  next  that  the 
courts,  by  the  Cockerton  judgment,  had 
decided  that  they  could  no  longer  be 
permitted  to  carry  them  on,  and  then 
he  went  on  to  say  that  we  were  all  agreed 
that  it  was  impossible  to  deal  in  this 
session  with  the  difficulty.  That  was 
where  the  fallacy  of  the  argument  lay. 
There  was  no  difficulty  at  all  in  dealing 
adequately  with  the  situation,  the  diffi- 
culty lay  in  settling  and  establishing  the 
principle  to  be  followed.  The  answer 
was  that  the  Amendment  dealt  ade- 
quately with  the  difficulty.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  next  said  there  were 
only  two  courses  open  to  them — they 
must  either  entrust  this  matter  to  the 
school  boards  or  to  the  county  councils. 
His  answer  to  that  was  that  there  was 
a  third  course.  They  need  not  entrust 
it  to  the  school  boards  or  the  county 
councils,  they  could  entrust  it  to  the 
Department.  That  was  the  course  which 
the  Amendment  proposed.  The  next 
point  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
made  was  that  he  could  not  behcTe 
the  calumny  that  the  school  boards 
would  write  over  the  doors  of  their 
schools,  **  Closed  by  the  action  of  the 
Education  Department.  '*  What  was  the 
resolution  quoted  only  a  few  minutes 
afterwards  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Rotherham  Division  ?  Why,  that  the 
Rotherham  SchooJ  Board,  because 
of  their  experience  in  going  to  the 
county  council  on  previous  occa- 
sions, had  now  declined  to  go  to  the 
county  council  under  this  Bill,  and 
would  prefer  to  shut  up  their  schools. 
That  was  the  difficulty  they  were 
certain  to  meet  with — they  were  going 
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to  stir  up  old  animosities.  It  was  not 
every  county  council  and  every  school 
board  that  worked  amicably  together, 
and  whenever  there  had  been  harsh  treat- 
ment on  one  side  or  the  other,  they 
were  going  to  bring  these  old  feelings 
into  action  in  order  to  prevent  the  edu- 
cation of  the  children.  That  was  not  a 
calumny  on  the  school  boards.  It  was 
only  an  acknowledgment  that  where 
they  had  been  harshly  treated  in  ^he 
past  they  could  not  be  expected  to  work 
smoothly  now. 

The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
South      Islington      had      spoken      of 
the    municipal    association    of     which 
he   was    the    head.    That    association 
had     by    reason      of      its      character 
drawn      to     it    all      the     progressive 
hodies  in  the  country,  but  it  left  out  of 
calculation    altogether    the    backward 
corporations   who  did   not  wish  to   be 
dictated  to  by  a  central  body  in  London 
and  who  wished  to  go  on  in  their  own 
slow,    unprogressive   way.    The   fourth 
argument  in  favour  of  the  Bill  was  put 
forward  by  the  hon.   Member  for  the 
Tavistock  Division — that  it  established 
a  local  central  authority.     He  did  not 
know  where  the  hon.   Member  found 
that  provided  for  in  the  Bill,  and  he  did 
not  think  any  one  would  find  that  it  was 
there.     There  was  one  other  argument 
started  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  although  he 
did  not  think  it  was  a  reason  at  alL 
The   hon.    Member   for    Plymoutli   had 
stated  that  the  Bill  was  a  step  in  advance. 
If  80,   what  was  it  an  advance  from  ? 
This    Bill    only    proposed    to    continue 
existing  schools  for  a  single  year,  and  it 
invited  the  county  authority  to  cut  down 
the  work  if  they  Uked.    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  South  Aber- 
deen was  challenged  by  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  and  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Council  to  show  where  the  Bill  contained 
an  invitation  to  cut  down  the  work. 
Anyone  who  was  used  to  Acts  of  ParUa- 
ment  had  only  to  look  at  the  Bill  to  see 
that  it  was  a  ^rect  invitation  to  cut  down 
and  destroy   the   work   of   the    school 
boards.    The  clause  with  the  verbiage 
taken    out  would    read    as  follows : — 
*'  Where  a  schod  board  has,  during  1901, 
illegally  maintained  any  school  or  class 
the  county  council   or  county  borough 
may  empower  the  school  board  to  carry 
«n  the  work  of   the   school   or  class." 
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Under  those  words  alone   the    county 
council     or     county    borough     would, 
therefore,  be  able  to  give  or  refuse  con- 
sent.   The  clause  then  went  on  that  they 
might  empower  the  school    board    "  to 
such  an   extent  and  on   such  terms,'* 
and  both  of  these  were  Umiting  phrases. 
He    did  not    think  the  Vice-President 
would  say  that  this  was  not  a  Umiting 
clause.     It  certainly  was  not  an  extend- 
ing clause.     The  clause  set  up  several 
alternatives.  The  local  authorities  might 
empower  the  school  boards  to  go  on  as 
before,  and  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
IsUngton   had    assured  the    Committee 
that  the  bulk  of  the  county  councils 
would  g^nerally  approve  of    the  school 
boards    going    on    as    before.     If    they 
would,  it  was  far  better  that  the  work 
should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Department, 
which  was  already  conversant  with  it, 
than  that  it  should  be  handed  over  to  new 
bodies  which  were  inexperienced.    The 
next  alternative  was  that  they  might 
refuse  permission  to  go  on,  and  in  that 
case    what    about    the    schools    which 
the     First    Lord    said  would     not    be 
closed]    There  was  no  appeal,  and  the 
schools   must   be  closed.     He  supposed 
if  the  schools  were  closed  under  these 
conditions,  and  the  school  board  were  to 
write  over  the  portals  **  Closed  by  order 
of  the  Government,"    the  First  Lord  of 
the   Treasury    would   get    up   and    say 
it  was  a  calumny,  that  it  was  not  his 
work,  and  that  they  were  closed  in  the 
face    of  what    he    wanted.    The    third 
alternative  was  that  the  county  councils 
might  give  permission  to  "  such  extent 
as  might  be  agreed  upon  "  to  carry  on  the 
schools.     After   getting   details    in    the 
shape  of    balance-sheets  and  estimates 
from  the  school  boards  they  might,  if 
they  chose,  refuse  permission  to  carry  on 
some  of  the  schools.     A  fourth  alterna- 
tive was  that  they  might  refuse  to  deal 
with  the  matter  altogether,  not  because 
they  did  not  wish  to  see  the  school  board 
doing  its  work,  but  because  they  thought 
the  right  way  of  doing  the  work  was  to 
keep  it  in  the  hands  of  the  school  board, 
and   that  was   the  only  way  in    which 
they  could  make  a  really  effective  pro- 
test against  any  proposals  the    Govern- 
ment might  bring  forward  next  session. 
Was  it  satisfactory  that  there  should  be 
the  possibility  of    differences  in  dealing 
with  a  matter  of  this  kind  when  there  was 
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a  short  and  simple  way  out  of  the  diffi- 
culty provided  by  the  Amendment  1 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Vice- 
President  in  the  course  of  his  speech  last 
week  had  said — 

**  I  particularly  looked  into  the  case  of 
Cardiff,  because  the  chairman  of  the  Cardiff 
School  Board  came  up  and  had  an  interview 
with  my  noble  friend  the  Lord  President  of  the 
Council,  and  said  we  were  going  to  turn  300 
clever  children  of  the  working  classes  into  the 
streets.    What  were  the  facts  ?  " 

That  was  the  pleasant  way  in  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  dealt  with  the 
chairman  of  one  of  the  great  school 
boards  of  the  country.  Having  quoted  a 
statement  made  by  the  latter  Gentleman 
when  leading  the  deputation  to  the  Duke 
of  Devonshire,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
went  on  to  say,  "  What  are  the  facts  ?  " 
He  doubted  whether  he  would  be  in 
order  if  he  dealt  with  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  the  same  way. 
He  was  going  to  bring  before  the  House 
what  were  the  actual  facts,  because, 
although  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
he  had  got  the  facts,  he  did  not  seem  to 
have  made  a  very  careful  investigation. 
He  would  quote  presently  from  the 
gentleman  whom  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  so  insidiously  attacked,  and 
who  had  done  something  to  make  the 
facts  a  Httle  more  clear.  "  What  are  the 
facts  ?  "  asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
and  then  he  went  on — 

"  There  are  268  altogether  in  the  School  of 
Science.  Of  these  160  only  are  over  fifteen 
years  of  age  and  these  forty-five  only  are  in 
the  advanced  course,  so  that  the  result  of  the 
judgment,  if  carried  out  most  rigidly,  would 
be  the  exclusion  of  160  children  only  from  the 
school ;  and  exclusion  of  only  forty -five  who 
are  taking  the  advanced  course;  and  the  whole 
of  these  young  people  could  be  provided  for  in 
the  Welsh  intermediate  school  in  the  same 
town." 

Now,  what  was  the  reply  of  the  chairman 
of  the  Cardiff  School  Board  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  on  this  matter  1  He 
did  not  suppose  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  seen  it  himself,  but  he  would 
find  it  in  that  day's  Daily  Chronicle. 
He  was  not  going  to  read  the  whole  of 
the  letter,  because  there  were  certain 
passages  in  it  which  he  was  sure  would 
be  condemned  in  this  House  as  too  strong 
language,  although  after  the  direct 
attack  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
Mr,  Corrie  Grant 


made  on  the  chairman  oi  the  school 
board  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  need 
not  be  surprised  that  that  gentleman 
should  make  a  retort.  He  did  not  wish 
to  associate  himself  with  these  passages 
in  the  letter,  but  only  with  the  chair- 
man's contradiction  on  matters  of  fact. 

The  deputy  CHAIRMAN  said  the 
hon.  Member  would  not  be  in  order  in 
going  beyond  the  scope  of  the  Amend- 
ment before  the  Committee. 

*Mr.  corrie  grant  said  he  was 
only  referring  to  a  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Council  on  the  First  Reading  of 
the  Bill,  and  which  had  been  quoted 
that  evening  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Loughborough  Division,  as  to  the 
provision  for  the  children  in  the  inter- 
mediate school  in  Cardiff.  He  wished 
to  show  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  not  looked  carefully  into  the  facts, 
or  had  not  brought  them  forward  as 
they  existed 

The  deputy  CHAIRMAN  said  that 
the  hon.  Member  could  not  proceed  in 
the  hne  he  was  taking. 

*Mr.  corrie  grant  said  he  did  not 
intend  to  dispute  the  Chairman's  ruling, 
but  might  he  ask,  as  a  matter  of  instruc- 
tion, if  figures  were  quoted  on  one  side 
of  the  House,  was  it  not  in  order  to- 
quo  te  figures  to  prove  that  the  first  were 
wrong  ? 

The  deputy  chairman  said  he 
had  only  to  deal  with  what  was  in  order 
at  the  present  moment. 

*Mr.  corrie  grant  said  he^was 
not  deaUng  with  previous  stages  of  the 
Bill,  but  with  figures  quoted  that  night 
when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Vice-President  rose  to  his  feet  and  in- 
sisted on  his  hon.  friend  reading  on, 

The  deputy  CHAIRMAN  said  that 
that  referred  to  another  matters 

*Mr.  corrie  grant  said  he'hoped 
he  had  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  pro- 
ceedings   of  j^the  5  House  J  to  .  obey   the 
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Chairman's  ruling ;  but  he  might  be  per- 
mitted to  say  that  he  trusted  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Vice-President 
would  read  the  letter  of  the  Chairman  of 
the  Cardiff  School   Board  for  himself, 
and  that  he  would  correct  his  own  figures 
when  he  found  that  these  were  wrong. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Plymouth  objected 
to  the  phrase  *'  Suspensory  Bill,"  and 
said  that  he  did  not  know  what  a  Sus- 
pensory Bill  was.     He  agreed  that  if  the 
language  in  this  House  was  to  be  criti- 
cised with  the  accuracy  of  an  indictment 
at  quarter  sessions,  '*  Suspensory  "  was 
not  sufficiently  accurate  ;  but  the  phrase 
expressed  what  they  wanted  to  be  done. 
They  wanted  to  suspend  the  Cockerton 
judgment.     Perhaps  the  correct  phrase 
would  be  an  **  overriding  "  and  not  a 
''  suspensory  "  Bill,  although  the  criti- 
<cism  of  his  hon.  friend  went  a  little  too 
far  considering  the  circumstances  of  the 
•case.  But  the  hon.  Gentleman  went  on  to 
say  that  they,  on  that  side  of  the  House, 
objected  to  a  Bill  that  would  continue 
the  present  state  of  things.     The  hon. 
Member   was  speaking  in    entire  igno- 
rance.    Why,    the     hon.    Baronet     the 
Member  for  the  Northern  Division  of 
Cheshire  had  before  Easter  brought  in 
a   Bill    which    proposed   to   do  exactly 
what  the  hon.  Member  had  referred  to, 
Ti«.,  continue  the  present  state  of  things, 
and  that    Bill  had   been  cordially  sup- 
ported on  that  side  of  the  House.     There- 
fore, when  the  hon.  Member  said  that 
such  a  Bill  would  not  be  supported  on 
that  side  of  the  House,  he  was  speaking 
of  what  was  not  the  fact.      In  regard  to 
the  franchise,    the    hon.    Member   said 
that  the  borough  council  franchise  was 
more  directly  representative  and  better 
than  the  tschool  board  franchise,  because 
the    school    board    franchise    had    the 
cumulative  vote.  That  was  quite  correct, 
but  the  hon,   member  forgot  that  the 
register  on  which  the  school  boards  were 
dected,     was     usually    a    twelvemonth 
fresher  than  that  on  which  the  county 
-councils  and  the  borough  councils  were 
elected,  and,  therefore,  they  got  more 
closely  the  opinion  of  the  people.     He 
himself  was  not  in  favour  of  the  cumu- 
lative vote,  but  if  they  were  going  to 
•argue    this    question    on    small    points 
let    them    have    the     whole    of     the 
small      points     brought     out.      There 
^was  no  hope  to    be    drawn    from    the 


speech  of  the  right  hon.  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  as  to  the  future  of  educa- 
tion in  this  country.     The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  evidently  in  his  mind 
the  Bill  which  had  failed,  and  the  measure 
which  was  going  to  fail.     The  reason  that 
the    Bill    had    failed    was    because    the 
Government  had  never  taken  the  advice 
of  educationists,  even  on  their  own  side 
of  the  House ;    their  object  was  not  to 
advance  the  broad  general  interests  of 
education  throughout  the  country,  but 
to  help  voluntary  education  and  to  bring 
over  children  to  a  particular  sect.     If 
the  First  Lord  would  take  his  courage 
in  both  hands  at  once,  as  they  had  never 
seen  him  do  in  regard  to  education,  and 
if  he  would  come  out  from  among  the 
little  circle  of  people  round  him,  if  he 
would  read  the  evidence  laid  before  the 
Royal  Commission  on  Secondary  Educa- 
tion, if  he  would  even  have  a  prScis  of 
that  evidence  prepared  for  him  and  care- 
fully consider  it,  or  if  he  would  consult 
the  reports  which  came  from  the  United 
States  and  Germany  as  to  the  lines  on 
which  education  ran  in  these  countries, 
content   himself  with  scanning  the 


or 

records  of  the  manner  in  which  education 
was  dealt  with  in  any  one  of  our  colonies, 
he  would  then  see  whether  no  lessons 
were  to  be  learned  from  them  for  the 
benefit  of  the  mother  country,  and  they 
might  then  see  a  Bill  which  would  be  of 
some  real  benefit  to  the  community. 

The  most  painful  thing  about  the  whole 
situation  was  that  when  they  came  to 
deal  with  education  they  had,  instead  of 
great  measures,   mere  flimsy  Bills  like 
this  trying  to  turn  the  current  of  edu- 
cation   into     channels    into    which    it 
did  not  want  to  go,  and  spectacles  like 
that  which  they  had  witnessed  in  1896. 
The  Bill  of  that  year  was  not  defeated  by 
the  force  of  the  Opposition,  but  by  the 
failure   of   the    Ministerialists ;     it    was 
defeated    not    by  the    strength    of    its 
enemies,  but    by  the    feebleness    of    its 
friends ;    it  was   an   Amendment    from 
the    Ministerial    benches    which    finally 
made  an  end  of  it.   It  might  he  there  were 
men  on  the  Ministerial  benches  who  were 
more  devoted  to  the  cause  of  education 
than  some  of  the  men  on  the  Opposition 
benches  ;  but,  at  any  rate,  the  best  educa- 
tionists on  either  side  of  the  House  were 
equal  in  every  respect  in  their  earnest 
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devotion  to  the  cause  of  education.     And 
yet  when  men  on  both  sides  of  the  House 
were  willing  to  join  hands  in  order  to  get 
a  really  effective  measure  of  education, 
they  had  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
throwing  across  the  floor  of  the  House 
taunts  not  worthy  of  the  front  bench- 
They  were  told  that  they  were  talking 
**  political    rubbish."    What    did    that 
amount    to  1    Would    the    right    hon. 
Gentleman,  as  a  controversialist,  even  in 
his  first  year  in  this  House,  have  paid 
any  attention  to  a  phrase  like  that  ? 
That  was  the  sort  of  thing  one  heard  in  a 
debating   society.      They   all   talked    in 
that  way  twenty  or  thirty  years  ago  in 
the  Hardwicke  Society  and  places  of  that 
kind,  where  strong  language  told  more 
than   argument,    and   where    loud    de- 
nunciatory speeches  were  what  every- 
body   enjoyed.     Surely    they    had    not 
descended     to     that?      Where     would 
language  such  as  that  of  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  lead  them  ?    It  helped 
nothing  except  to  encourage  those  on 
that  side  of  the  House  in  their  opposition 
to  the  Bill.     Moreover,  it  was  one  of  those 
half  truths  which   were  not  true.     Of 
course  there  was  a  great  deal  of  rubbish 
— political  rubbish — ^talked  on  both  sides 
of  the  House.     He  ventured  to  say  that 
the    Vice-President    must    have    heard 
speeches  from   his   own   friends   which 
were  not  quite  the  thing  he  would  have 
liked  to  have  heard.     Political  rubbish, 
again,  depended  upon  the  standpoint  of 
the  man   who  made  the   observations. 
No  one  questioned  the  capacity  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  some  matters ; 
but  would  any  educationist  in  the  country 
mind  a  criticism  of  that  kind    coming 
from  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  ? 
When  had   he  shown  any  real  know- 
ledge of  the  needs  of  the  people  as  re- 
garded education  ;   when  had  he  shown 
any  real  sympathy  with  their  wants  ] 
When    the  Vice-President    spoke    of    a 
police-constable  of  mature  years  working 
away  in  an  evening  school  in  order  to 
perfect  himself  in  handwriting,  he  should 
have  thought  that  that  was  a  thing  that 
would  have  appealed  to  the  heart  of  any 
man.     But  the  First  Lord  cheered  and 
laughed  and  enjoyed  the  sneers  of  the 
Vice-President  and  his  ridicule  of  such  a 
moving  incident.     When  hon.  Members 
of    the    House    talked    about    political 
rubbish,  they  would  be  judged  by  their 
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past  in  regard  to  education.  He  ven- 
tured to  say  that  the  people  would 
seriously  consider  who  was  to  blame 
when  they  found  their  schools  closed,- 
and  when  even  constables  were  no  longer 
able  to  get  the  education  they  wanted  to- 
qualify  themselves  for  the  promotion 
to  which  they  aspired,  they  would  not 
take  kindly  to  the  sneers  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman. 

There  was  one  other  phrase  of  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  to  which  he  wished, 
to  refer.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
that  he  did  not  believe  that  this  Bill  would 
check  education.     But  when  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  set  a  lar^  number  d 
authorities  to  deal  with  a  single  proposi- 
tion, did  he  expect  the  whole  of  them  to 
deal  with  it  in  the  same  way  1     Did  any- 
body  ever  know  aU  local  authorities  to 
deal  with  any  question  in  the  same  way  t 
He  would  give  an  illustration.     The  right 
hon.   Gentleman  knew  the  importance 
of  main  roads.     Well,  there  was  a  clause 
in  the  Local  Government  Act,  1888,  which 
provided    that    local  authorities   might 
deal    with    the   main    roads    in  several 
alternative  ways,   and  the  local  autho- 
rities took  every  possible  method  of  deal- 
ing with  them  ;  they  used  every  alterna- 
tive in  the  Act.     They  would  do  exactly 
the  same  with  this  Education  Bill.    One 
authority  would  give  the  school  boards 
a   free   hand   to  do   what  they   likedl; 
another  authority  would  ask  for  accounts 
and    bank     books     and    submit    them 
to      rigid      examination,      and      check 
every  expenditure,  and  arrest  progress. 
Another     would     say,     "We     entirely 
approve    of    the    school    board    having: 
charge  of  elementary  education,  but  our 
technical  system  is  the  best  for  the  higher 
grade  schools."    And  yet  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  that  thi»  Bill  was  not 
going  to  check  education  !    The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  that  it  would  only 
shut  up  the  bad  schools ;    but  that  sug- 
gested  another   question   to   his  mind. 
How  was  it  that  there  were  bad  schools  f^ 
Why    had    they    not    been    shut   np^ 
Where   was   the   control   of   the  Vice 
President  1    Did  he  leave  all  this  to  the 
President  of  the  Council,  and  did  he  not 
attend  to  it  himself  1    If  there  were  bad 
schools  the  Department  ought  to  have 
found  it  out  long  ago,  and  as  to  shutting 
them  up,  how  were  the  county  councils^ 
with  a  fortnight  tcr-  obtftiaJftformation^ 
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to  find  Tout  which  were  the  bad 'schools 
when  the  Vice-President  had  not  dis- 
coyered  them  in  all  these  years  with  all 
the  resources  of  his  Department  at  his 
command  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
told  them  that  this  Bill  was  intended  to 
hdp  these  schools ;  but,  if  so,  why  were 
two  words  omitted  ?  When  the  Bill  said 
that  the  county  councils  or  the  borough 
councils  *'  may  empower  the  school 
board  to  carry  on  for  the  period  of  one 
year  from  that  day  the  work  of  the 
school  or  class,"  they  ought  to  have  had 
after  the  words  '*  carry  on  "  the  words 
"or  extend."  He  should  not  argue  this 
point  now,  because  on  a  later  Amendment 
they  would  have  the  opportunity  of  test- 
ing the  real  value  of  the  statement  of  the 
Rrst  Lord,  of  the  Treasury,  that  he  was 
anxious  to  do  all  that  he  could  to  en- 
courage education,  and  only  to  shut  up 
the  bad  schools.  A  statement  had  been 
made  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Leicester, 
which  had  been  questioned  with  a  good 
deal  of  violence,  that  they  knew  no 
politics  in  education  ;  but  the  fact  was 
80,  and  there  was  an  i  lustration  ready 
to  hand,  known  to ;  every  Member  of 
the  House.  What  were  the  facts  in 
regard  to  the  London  School  Board  1 
Who  was  the  leader  of  the  Progressive 
party  on  the  London  School  Board  ? 
Mr.  Lyulph  Stanley,  a  Unionist.  Who 
was  the  Chairman  of  the  Works  Com- 
mittee ?  Lord  Morpeth,  a  Unionist,  who 
stood  as  a  Unionist  candidate  at  the  last 
election.  Who  was  the  Chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee  ?  Sir  Charles  Elliott, 
a  Conservative. 


The  deputy  CHAIRMAN  :   Order, 
order. 


It  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman 
left  the  Chair  to  make  his  report  to  the 
House. 


Committee    report    progress ;    to    sit 
again  upon  Monday  next. 

COURSE  OP  BUSINESS. 
Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :    I  think   the 
House   will  probably  continue  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  Bill  under  more  satisfac- 
tory conditions  with  a  Chairman  of  full 


powers  in  the  Chair,  as  it  is  not  for  our 
credit  that  scenes  such  as  we  have  had 
toriiight  should  be  repeated. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs):  In  the  tumult  of 
astonishment  which  arose  from  the- 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  statement,  we^ 
did  not  hear  when  this  Bill  was  to  be^ 
taken  or  what  was  to  be  taken  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  did  not  say 
what  was  to  be  taken  to-morrow.  If 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  desires  to 
know  what  will  be  taken  to-morrow,  or 
rather  this  day,  it  will  be  Supply,  class  2, 
Vote  16,  the  Local  Government  Board; 
then  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  and  then 
the  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  the 
remaining  Votes. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN  : 
I  think  there  is  some  ground  for  protest 
against  the  proposal  to  take  two  im- 
portant Votes  of  Supply  at  a  notice  of  a 
hw  hours,  when  a  distinctly  different 
order  of  business  has  been  announced  . 
so  recently  as  the  early  part  of  this  day. 
Hon.  Members  deeply  interested  in  the- 
Local  Government  Board,  and  not  con- 
cerning themselves  with  the  Education 
Bill,  may  have  gone  for  a  holiday.  It  is 
usual  that  Votes  of  Supply  ghould  be 
put  down  at  reasonable  notice,  in  order 
to  prevent  their  being  smuggled  through 
the  House  in  the  absence  of  those  most 
interested  in  them.  However,  I  content 
myself  with  a  protest,  but  I  confess  to* 
being  astonished  at  the  change  of  pro- 
gramme, especially  on  the  very  flimsy 
ground,  as  alleged,  of  the  inefficiency  of 
the  Chairman  who  has  presided  over  the 
debate  to-night  [Ministerial  cries  of 
"No,  no."],  because  I  never  heard  a 
Chairman  who  was  more  capable  of  exer- 
cising with  extreme  rigidity  the  powers 
he  possesses.  We  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
Government,  and  if  they  think  it  desirable 
in  the  interests  of  their  Bill  to  have  a 
week*s  or  a  fortnight's  delay  in  the 
middle  of  this  debate  I  am  astonished 
at  their  opinion  ;  but  I  quite  acquiesce. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  EVANS  (Glamorgan- 
shire,   Mid) :     On   the   point  .of   order^ 
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Mr.  Speaker,  must  not  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  name  a  day  ? 


^Mr.  a.  J. 
Monday. 


BALFOUR :  I  have  named 


L^  SUPPLY  [July  12th]. 

Resolution  rejwrted. 

€iviL    Service    Estimates,    1901-2. 

Class  IV. 

**  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £705,771 
{including  a  supplementary  sum  of 
£5,000),  be  grant^  to  His  Majesty, 
to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray 
the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  31st  day  of  March,  1902,  for  the 
Expenses  of  the  Commissioners  of 
National  Education  in  Ireland,  including 
A  Grant  in  Aid  of  the  Teachers'  Pension 
Eund,  Ireland.** 

Resolution  read  a  second  time. 

*Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) 
«aid  he  desired  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
whether  certain  circumstances  had  been 
brought  to  his  notice  in  connection  with 
the  training  college  in  Marlborous^h 
Street,  Dublin,  which  was  under  the 
National  Board  of  Education.  That 
<5ollege  had  been  in  existence  nearly  as 
long  as  the  Board  of  Education  itself.  It 
was  strictly  undenominational,  and  was 
Attended  by  students  who  were  Roman 
Catholics,  Presbyterians,  Episcopalians, 
and  Methodists.  The  residence  for  men 
was  in  Great  George's  Street,  and  con- 
sisted of  two  or  three  tenement  houses 
which  were  a  perfect  disgrace,  and  to 
which  the  attention  of  the  sanitary  autho- 
rities ought  long  since  to  have  been 
called.  He  had  gone  over  the  whole  of 
the  houses,  and  he  thought  the  Chief 
Secretary  would  be  driven  to  admit 
that  they  were  not  places  where  the 
students  ought  to  be  lodged.  At  the 
house  in  Talbot  Street  for  the  female 
students  there  had  been  so  much  illness 
that  it  had  been  found  necessary  to  take 
A  health  resort  for  them  at  Glasnevin. 
That  was  a  state  of  affairs  which  ought 
not  to  continue  to  exist.  So  long  as  the 
National  Board  of  Education  was  in 
Mr.  Samuel  Evans, 


existence — and  he  did  not  care  how 
soon  it  went  out  of  existence — so  long 
as  it  pretended  to  manage  a  college  tor 
the  training  of  teachers,  the  students 
were  entitled  to  decent  treatment.  In 
1891  they  were  promised  something  like 
decent  treatment,  but  they  had  not  got 
what  was  promised  by  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury.  It  was  the  duty  of 
the  board  to  see  that  the  students  were 
properly  taken  care  of  and  provided 
for.  He  begged  lormally  to  move  the 
reduction  of  the  Vote  by  £100. 


Amendment  proposed,— 

"To     leave    out     * £705,771,*    [and 
* £705,671'    instead  thereof."—  {Mr 
MusselL) 


insert 
T.    W. 


Question  proposed,  "That    £705,771* 
stand  part  of  the  Resolution.* 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.)  said  that  the  question  raised  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  was  a 
very  important  one,  which  ought  to 
receive  the  consideration  of  the  Chief 
Secretary.  He  could  speak  from  expe- 
rience and  from  intimate  acquaintance 
with  the  college  buildings,  that  their 
condition  was  a  disgrace  to  the  Board  of 
Education.  He  had  lived  in  these  houses, 
and  had  only  been  too  glad  to  get  out  of 
them  with  his  life.  No  matter  whether 
these  students  were  Catholics,  or  Episco- 
palians, or  Presbyterians  they  were  to 
be  the  teachers  of  the  youth  of  Ireland, 
and  the  Board  of  Education  ought  to 
take  more  interest  in  their  training  and 
the  conditions  under  which  that  training 
was  carried  on.  But  this  was  only  one 
of  the  many  charges  which  could  be 
brought  against  the  Board  and  the  offi- 
cials of  the  Board.  The  members  of  the 
Board  had  no  interest  whatever  in  the 
great  work  with  which  they  were 
charged.  He  had  heard,  a  few  days 
ago,  of  a  member  of  the  Board  who  had 
never  attended  a  meeting  of  the  Board 
for  fifteen  years,  but  who  had  been 
whipped  up  for  some  particular  occasion 
in  order  to  give  his  vote.  About  twelve 
months  ago  this  gentleman  was  waited 
upon  by  a  deputation  of  teachers  in  Bel- 
fast who  wanted  his  support  for  a  change 
in  the  regulations  of  the  new  scheme. 
The    gentleman   listened   to   what  the 
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<leputation  had  to  say,  and  then  he  asked, 
^'Has  there  been  any  new  scheme]  I  have 
never  heard   of  it.*'     That  was  a  speci- 
men of  the  gentlemen  who  were  sup- 1 
posed  to  direct  the  educational  destinies  | 
of  their  country.     His  ignorance  was  on  | 
a  par  with  the  negligence  and  incapacity 
of  the  permanent  officials,  who  did  all  in  | 
their  power  to   block  Irish   education.  , 
Dr.   Walsh   had  always   taken   a   keen  ! 
interest  in  education,  and  had  brought 
to  his  work  a  trained  intelligence,  as  he 
had  been  a  teacher  himself,  and,  more-  I 
over,  he  had  a  great  love  for  the  people.  ^ 
After  working  for  a  number  of  years  as 
a  member  of  the  Board,  and  effecting  a 
number  of  reforms,  he  found  his  efforts  ; 
practically  useless,   because  the  officials 
of  the  Board  blocked  him  on  every  hand. 
His  grace  resigned  his  position  on  the 
Board,  but  not  till  he  had  exhausted  all 
his  patience  ;  he  said  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  set  matters  right  from  within, 
and  he  took  the  course  which  it  was  to 
be  hoped  would  lead  to  setting  matters 
right    from    without.     When    the    new  , 
scheme  of  education  was  introduced  com- 
plaints   were   forwarded   to   the    Board 
from  no  fewer  than  3,000  teachers  who 
had  been  injuriously  affected,  but  these 
were  all  left  in  the  hands  of  one  official, 
the  Assistant  Financial  Secretary ;  and  j 
only  300  of  these  complaints  had  been  ' 
attended  to,  the  rest  having  been  thrown  , 
into  the  waste-paper  basket.     It  was  the  ^ 
business  of  the  Board  to  have  made  care- ' 
ful  inquiry   into   all   these   complaints,  | 
and  to  have  found  out  whether  there  was  i 
justice   in    the   complaints    made.     The  | 
tjuestion  of  the  residual  grant  had  also  not 
received  the  attention  which  it  deserved  i 
from  the  Chief  Secretary.     The  teachers  I 
claimed  the  balance  of  that  residual  grant,  \ 
amounting  to  over  £18,000,  which  had 
been  withheld   from  them.     They   had  | 
been  told  that  all  the  money  that  was  due  | 
had  been  paid  in  April,  1901,  but  such 
▼as  not  the  fact,  and  if  the  Chief  Secre- 1 
tary  were  to  go  into  that  branch  of  the 
i^uestion,  he  was  sure  that  the  right  hon.  ' 
Gentleman  would  agree  with  Dr.  Walsh.  I 
It  was  a  blunder  of  an  official  who  now  | 
adhered  to  his  statement  that  the  money 
was  not  due.    Of  course,  when  an  official 
blundered  he  was  always  backed  up  from 
the  Treasury  Bench.     Was  that  the  way 
to  set  matters  right  1    He  trusted  that 
the  debate  on  Friday  night  last  and  that 


night  would  show  the  House  and  the 
people  of  Ireland  that  the  education  of 
Ireland  should  not  be  entrusted  to  men 
who  had  shown  themselves  so  hopelessly 
incompetent.  They  had  proved  their 
case  for  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of 
the  Board  of  Education  in  Ireland,  but 
their  demands  for  inquiry  and  Reform 
had  been  denied  by  the  British  House  of 
Commons.  The  people  of  Ireland  should 
take  the  matter  into  their  own  hands, 
and  the  sooner  the  Board  of  Education 
was  swept  away  and  the  education  of 
Irish  children  was  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  representatives  of  the  people  the 
better  it  would  be  for  Ireland  and  the 
easier  it  would  be  for  the  House  of 
Commons. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  (Armagh 
N.)  said  he  entirely  sympathised  with  the 
remarks  of  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  with  regard  to  the  condition  of 
the  residences  in  connection  with  Marl- 
borough Street  Training  College.  He 
was  sure  the  Chief  Secretary  would  give 
an  assurance  to  the  House  that  some  steps 
would  be  taken  to  prevent  the  unfor- 
tunate persons,  who  would  become  school 
teachers  in  Ireland,  if  they  survived  the 
sanitary  conditions  which  existed  at 
present,  from  being  obliged  to  live  in  suth 
places.  He  was  perfectly  certain  that  in 
England,  Scotland,  or  Wales  these  con- 
ditions would  not  be  tolerated  for  a 
moment,  and  he  did  not  see  why  Irish 
students  should  be  subjected  to  them. 
The  condition  of  the  tenements  was  a 
scandalous  grievance  which  could  not  be 
defended  by  anybody. 

*Mr.  speaker  :  The  question  of  the 
buildings  comes  under  the  Vote  in  Class  1, 
and  not  Class  4.  The  present  Vote  refers 
to  administration  and  salaries. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  said  he 
would  not  enter  into  the  question  in 
detail.  He  would  only  allude  to  the 
question  of  the  buildings  as  a  very  strik- 
ing illustration  of  the  gross  neglect  of 
their  business  by  the  Board. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
is  proceeding  to  discuss  the  buildings. 
He  should  defer  his  observations  on  that 
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subject  to  Class  1,  as  they  are  not  suitable 
on  this  Vote. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  We  are  in  rather  an 
awkward  position  as  regards  the  Amend- 
ment. I  understood  that  the  Amend- 
ment was  moved  for  the  purpose  of 
calling  attention  to  this  matter. 

*Mr.  speaker  :  On  the  Report  stage 
there  can  be  but  one  Amendment. 


Mr.  DILLON  said  he  did  not  pro- 
pose to  go  over  the  ground  which 
was  traversed  pretty  fully  on  Friday. 
He  did  not  think  it  would  be  pos- 
sible now  to  have  a  discussion  on 
the  general  condition  of  education  in 
Ireland,  which,  of  course,  they  could  not 
enter  upon  on  Friday  last,  because 
the  whole  of  the  time  was  occupied  on 
one  matter — the  disorganisation  of  the 
National  Board,  and  the  resignation  of 
the  Archbishop  of  Dublin.  He  believed 
he  would  be  permitted,  with  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Chair,  to  demur  from  one 
observation  that  fell  from  his  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  West  Kerry,  who  stated 
that  the  students  were  compelled  to 
liye  in  the  lowest  part  of  the  city.  They 
lived  in  the  same  street  as  he  lived  in  him- 
self. The  houses  were  more  comfortable 
and  well  built,  and  he  ventured  to  say 
they  were  as  fine  and  as  beautiful  as  in 
any  city  in  the  world.  It  was  all  the 
more  disgraceful,  therefore,  that  the 
students'  residences  should  be  in  the 
condition  which  had  been  described. 


Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.)  said  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
North  Armagh  had  just  come  back  from 
his  1 2th  of  July  experiences  at  meetings, 
where  his  friends  had  been  passing  votes 
of  censure  on  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. When  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  got  up  to  support  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  he  thought 
his  remarks  were,  as  Mark  Twain  said  on 
a  similar  occasion,  a  little  **  s\ircustic." 
This  Vote  had  reference  to  the  salaries 
of  the  officials  who  were  entrusted  with 
the  administration  of  the  scheme  of 
education  in  Ireland,  and  if  they  had 
allowed  the  buildings  to  get  into  an 
insanitary  condition,  the  buildings  should 

Mr,  Speaker, 


come  under  the  supervision  of  the 
sanitary  authority  of  the  Dublin  Cor-^ 
poration. 

*Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.' Member 
oannot  go  into  that. 

Mr.  TULLY  said  that  on  Friday  last^ 
when  they  were  discussing  the  conduct 
of  the  Resident  Commissioner  of  Educa- 
tion, that  gentleman  favoured  the  House- 
with  his  presence  and  occupied  a  seat 
under  the  gallery.  He  was  allowed  to  make 
most  insulting  remarks  towards  Mem- 
bers who  were  addressing  the  House. 
It  was  outrageous  that  a  public  official 
connected  with  one  of  the  boards  of 
Ireland  should  come  over  and  treat  thfr 
House  in  the  manner  he  had  done. 
He  had  treated  the  Irish  Members  in 
the  way  he  would  have  done  if  they  had 
been  in  Ireland.  There  was  no  regard 
for  the  Irish  Members  when  in  Ireland^ 
The  officials  seemed  to  think  that  any 
treatment  was  good  enough  for  them. 
The  Resident  Commissioner,  when  sitting 
under  the  gallery,  was  even  sarcastic 
about  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland.  If  any 
one  turned  to  the  Daily  News  he  would 
find  the  remarks  which  Dr.  Starlde  made 
during  his  eloquent  and  graceful  speech- 

*Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  !  That 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Vote.  If 
there  was  disorder  in  the  House  from 
underneath  the  gallery  attention  should 
have  been  called  to  it  at  the  time. 


Mr.  TULLY  said  he  quite  appreciated 
that  by  the  ruling  he  could  not  refer 
to  the  conduct  of  the  Resident  Com- 
missioner of  Education  when  he  came 
to  the  House.  Probably  that  did  not 
come  within  the  purview  of  the  Vote,  but 
they  were  now  discussing  a  Vote  which 
included  the  Resident  Commissioner's 
salary — a  gentleman  who  had  acquired 
manners  in  Ireland  which  he  carried 
even  so  far  as  the  precincts  of  this  House. 
The  Resident  Commissioner  was  in  his 
opinion  imcompetent  for  the  discharge 
of  his  duties,  and  Dr.  Walsh  was  obliged 
to  resign  his  membership  of  the  National 
Board  on  account  of  the  state  of  chaoft 
and  confusion  in  the  office  o£  the  BoarcL 
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Dr.  Starkie  had  written  to  Dr.  Walsh 
that  certain  officials  in  the  office  were 
perfectly  hopeless,  and  that  he  could  do 
nothing  with  them.     If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  sat  out  the  debate  on 
Friday  evening,  he  would  have  entertained 
a  different  view  of  Dr.  Starkie's  conduct 
than  he  did  on    the  present  occasion 
The  Vote  included  a  sum  of  £18,000 
for  the  National  Teachers*  Pension  Fund 
and  gratuities.     He   knew   that   when  i 
the  pension  fund  was  started  they  were 
told   that    with   a   contribution   of    2^ 
per  cent,   from  the  teachers,  the  fund 
would  be  perfectly  solvent  for  all  the  ! 
demands  that  could  be  made  upon  it. 
The  actuary  had  humbugged  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  public  in  that  respect, 
and   it    was  perfectly   outrageous   that 
Parliament  should  be  asked  to  correct 
the  figures   put   before   them    by   this 
actuary.     The    Government    ought    to 
have  looked  more    carefully  into    the 
matter.     The  result  was  that  the  teachers 
had  suffered  and  Parliament  had  suffered, ' 
because  the  pensions  had  been  reduced  , 
from  £80  a  year  to  £62  a  year,  and  now 
Parliament  was  called  on  to  vote  a  sum  \ 
of  £18,000  to  save  the  fund  from  bank- 1 
ruptcy.     They    were    entitled    to    some  j 
explanation  in  regard  to  this  pension  j 
fund,    and    in   regard    to    Dr.  Starkie,  j 
who  had  shown  his  bad  manners  under  i 
the  gallery  on  Friday  night.  | 

Mr.  JOHN  EEDMOND  (Waterford)  i 
said  he  had  not  risen  at  all  to  encourage 
the  prolongation  of  the  debate,  although  I 
he  regretted  the    ruling  of  the  Chair- . 
man  which  prevented  him  from  referring 
to  the  subject  raised  by  the  hon.  Member  ' 
for  South  Tyrone.     He  trusted  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  be  able  to  j 
give  them  some  assurance  in  regard  to 
the  larger  question  raised  in  the  debate 
on  Friday   night,   although  that  only  i 
covered  a  portion  of  the  subject-matter ' 
of  this  Vote.     In  the  course  of  the  dis- 1 
cuasion  on  Friday,  certain  letters  had ' 
been  read  which  had  been  written  by  i 
Dr.  Starkie  to  Dr.  Walsh.      When  he  | 
initiated  the  discussion  he  was  not  in  i 
possession  of  these  letters,  and  he  was 
afraid  that  sufficient  attention  had  not  | 
been   called   to    them ;  and    the    Chief  I 
Secretary  was  apparently  in  a  difficulty 
because  he' had  had  only  time  to  glance  t 


at  them.  These  letters  were  of  the  most, 
extraordinary  and  important  character.. 
The  charge  that  they  had  made  was  that 
the  whole  working  of  this  great  public. 
Department  had  broken  down,  and  it 
was  on  that  complaint  that  Archbishop 
Walsh  had  resigned  his  seat  on  the  Board 
of  Education.  They  had  endeavoured 
to  prove  their  contention  by  a  variety  of. 
circumstances,  but  now  they  had  thesa 
letters  from  the  Resident  Commissioner 
to  Dr.  Walsh,  in  which  that  gentleman 
declared  that  the  Education  office  was  in. 
a  state  of  confusion,  that  he  could  not. 
get  the  work  properly  done,  and  that 
two  of  the  higher  officials  were  absolutely 
hopeless.  Now,  the  Chief  Secretary,, 
taken  at  a  disadvantage,  had  on  Friday 
night  skimmed  over  these  letters  asi 
lightly  as  possible,  and  did  not  give  any- 
thing like  a  considered  answer  to  them.. 
Some  time  had  elapsed  since  then,  and 
what  he  wanted  to  ask  the  right  hon^ 
Gentleman  was  whether  in  view  of  these 
statements  he  proposed  to  institute  an 
inquiry  into  these  allegations,  or  whether 
he  intended  to  take  any  steps  at  all.  The 
matter  could  not  be  left  untouched  in  the 
present  position.  What  he  rose  for  wa&^ 
to  jut  this  point  to  the  Chief  Secretary — 
that  having  now  had  time  to  consider 
these  letters  since  last  Friday,  did  ihe? 
propose  to  take  any  action — did  he  pro- 
pose to  institute  any  inquiry,  or  did  he 
seriously  tell  the  House  of  Commons 
that  this  Department  was  to  be  allowed, 
to  jog  along  as  before,  and  that  no  in- 
quiry whatever  was  to  be  made  into  the* 
allegations  with  regard  to  its  failure  by 
the  head  of  the  Department  ?  Thisi 
question  was  one  of  vital  importance; 
and  everyone  would  admit  that  he  was 
taking  a  perfectly  reasonable  attitude  in 
asking  the  Chief  Secretary  to  give  a  clear 
answer  to  his  request. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE^ 
LAND  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover) :  I  am\ 
precluded  by  the  forms  of  the  House- 
from  dealing  with  the  first  matter 
brought  before  us,  but  as  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber asked  me  to  give  some  assurance- 
that  I  will  look  to  the  matter,  I  can  only 
say  that  at  the  instance  of  Dr.  Starkie,. 
who  I  think  has  been  somewhat  unfairly 
criticised,  I  have  given  my  attention  to 
the  question  of  the  housing  of  the  ua^ 
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denominational  students.  I  cannot  go 
into  a  matter  involving  questions  of 
additional  money,  and  also  of  a  particular 
.  site,  which  are  the  subject  of  communica- 
tions between  a  public  Department  and 
the  Treasury,  beyond  expressing  the 
hope  that  a  solution  may  be  arrived  at, 
and  arrived  at  soon.     I  think  the  only 

•  other  point  was  that  raised  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Waterford.  It  was  a  ques- 
tion addressed  to  myself  whether  I  had, 

•  on  reflection,  come  to  any  conclusion 
other  than  that  which  I  gave  to  the 
House  on  Friday  last  in  regard  to  the 
demand  for  an  inquiry.     He  bases  that 

•  question  on  the  letters  addressed  by  Dr. 
Starkie  to    Archbishop  Walsh  in  May 

•  last,  which  were  published  in  the  Free- 
mail's  Journal  of  Friday  last.  I  had,  as 
the  hon.  Member  had,  only  a  brief  oppor- 
tunity of  studying  the  letter,  but  1  had 
the  advantage  of  being  aware  of  Dr. 
Starkie's   own    views   on  that   matter, 

^and  I  expressed  those  views  very  frankly 
to    the     House.     Those    were    private 

•  expressions  on  his  part  in  regard  to  the 
kind  of  difficulties  which  present  them- 

)  selves  to  any  man  who  is  engaged  ener- 
getically in  carrying  out  a  complicated 
and  difficult  task.  I  cannot  abandon 
the  position  I  took  up  on  Friday.  I 
must  still  hold  to  the  opinion  I  then 

•  expressed — namely,  that  in  respect  of  the 
letters  to  the  teachers  sent  out  from  the 
Department  a  sufficient  cause  for  inquiry 
has  not  been  made  out.  There  were 
188  in  all,  and  therefore  in  regard  to  the 

•contention  urged  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Kerry  it  is  not  the  case  that  so 
many  letters  have  been  dismissed  without 
attention.  Only  188  teachers  were  in- 
formed that  there  was  no  case  for  excep- 
tional treatment  in  respect  of  the  claims 
they  preferred.  I  cannot  make  the 
speech  again  that  I  made  on  Friday,  but 
I  must  still  hold  that  what  took  place  in 
that  Department  would  have  taken 
place  in  any  public  department  under  so 
great  a  strain,  and  that  brings  me  back 
to  what  the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford 

^said  with  respect  to  the  reflection  of  Dr. 
Starkie  upon  certain  officials. 


Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  Reflection  ? 
It  was  more  than  that.  I  am  sure  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  not  inten- 
:tionally  mislead  hon.  Members  who  were 

Mr,  Wyndham, 


not  present  when  the  letter  was  read. 
Dr.  Starkie  said  that  two  of  the  highest 
officials  in  the  office  were  hopeless,  and 
he  was  hopeless  of  being  able  to  do  any 
good. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  All  I  can  say  is 
that  he  is  not  hopeless  now.  He  is 
sanguine.  I  cannot  say  more  than  what 
I  have  said  upon  the  value  of  private 
communications, which  contained  a  hasty 
judgment  by  one  official  on  some  of  his 
subordinates,  when  both  are  engaged  in  a 
difficult  task.  I  said  on  Friday  night 
that  this  is  a  question  of  staff,  and  that 
there  are  men  in  that  office  who  might 
be  superannuated  as  soon  as  they  can  be. 
I  think  the  hon.  Member  will  admit  that 
I  dealt  in  a  liberal  spirit  with  that  side  of 
the  question  on  Friday  night.  In  my 
opinion,  it  would  be  well  if  some  of  the 
officials  in  that  office  were  not  kept  so 
long.  I  said  that  on  Friday,  and  I  repeat 
it  now;  but  I  say  that  to  institute  a  public 
inquiry  at  the  end  of  July  into  the  work 
of  this  office,  engaged  with  a  great 
measure  of  success  in  getting  through 
with  a  difficult  task,  is  not  a  practical 
proposal  which  I  could  submit  to  the 
House.  If  I  did  submit  it,  the  House 
would   reject   it   as   being   unworkable. 

*Mr.  NANNETTI  (Dublin,  CoUege 
Green)  said  he  had  been  trying  for  the 
last  six  months  to  get  an  answer  with 
regard  to  a  grievance  which  he  had 
repeatedly  brought  before  the  House. 
He  protested  against  the  vote  for  this 
Board,  because  on  the  Chief  Secretary's 
own  showing  the  office  was  hopelessly 
gone.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  ad- 
mitted no  later  than  last  Thursday  that 
he  was  disappointed  at  not  being  able  to 
get  a  reply  to  a  query  put  to  the  Board 
two  months  ago.  A  question  was  put 
down  on  14th  May  last  with  reference  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  city  of  DubHn 
was  flooded  with  books  from  Scotland  and 
elsewhere. for  the  teaching  of  the  children 
of  Ireland.  The  Chief  Secretary  told 
him  if  he  would  repeat  the  question  in  a 
fortnight  he  would  be  able  to  give  an 
answer.  When  the  fortnight  had  elapsed 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  told  him  that 
he  had  not  yet  received  an  answer.  He  was 
satisfied  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  done  his  best.     He  came  again   in 
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reply.  Last  week  he  was  told  that  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  had  not  yet  had 
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question.  This  Board  was  either  under- 
manned or  incompetent.     In  view  of  the 


Service  Estimates, 


542." 


communication  with  them.  The  point 
is  not  so  simple  as  the  hon.  Member  sup- 
poses. It  is  a  nice  legal  point,  and  on 
that  I  am  endeavouring  to  get  a  solution. 

Mr.   XANNETTI  said  he  was  quite 


way  the  Chief  Secretary's  request  had  i  satisfied  that  the  Chief  Secretary  had 
been  treated  they  could  well  imagine  the  j  done  his  best.  He  did  not  hold  the  right 
way  in  which  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin  |  hon.  Gentleman  responsible  for  the 
had  been  treated  by  these  people.     The  i  action  of  the  Commissioners. 


point  he  wished  to  bring  out  was  that, 
owing  to  the  want  of  sympathy  between 
the  Board  and  the  people  of  Ireland,  the 
claims  of  the  workers  of  Dublin  were  being 
neglected.  Books  which  should  be  printed 


He  would 
remind  the  Chief  Secretary  that  the 
answer  was  that  the  subject  had  been 
put  on  the  agenda,  and  would  be  con- 
sidered at  the  next  meeting.  He  was 
determined  to   have  an  answer  to  the 


and  bound  in  the  country  were  imported  \  question.     Some  of  the  gentlemen  who 


were  acting  as  commissioners  were  also- 
editors  for  Messrs.  Blackie. 


in  cartloads.     This  was  a  serious  matter 

to  the  workmen  of  Dublin.     Two  years 

ago  there^  were  thirty-five  bookbinders  ' 

employed     on     these     books    in     that , 

city,    and     now    there    were   not    two.  ' 

There    were    certain    members    on    the 

Board  of  Education  who  were  in  the  pay  1 

of  Messrs.  Blackie,  and  the  binders  and . 

others  believed  that  it  was  owing  to  the 

fact  that  these  men  were  in  the  employ  I 

of  that  firm  that  the  work  was  going  to 

Glasgow,  with  the  result  that  the  book-  \ 

binders  of  Dubhn  were  deprived  of  that  to  I  ^.^g^  to  continue  the  debate,  when 

which  they  were  entitled.     He  was  sorry 

to  be  compelled  to  make  that  statement. 

He  had  withheld  it  as  long  as  he  could, 

and  he  woiild  ask  the  attention  of  the 

Chief  Secretary  to  the  matter. 


♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  considered  the- 
reply  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
unsympathetic  in  the  extreme,  and  did 
not  contain  the  shadow  of  a  recognition 
of  the  gravity  of  the  subject  to  which  he 
had  called  attention.  He  must  therefore 
divide. 

Mr.  SWIFT  xMacNEILL  (Donegal,  S.> 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  ro^e  in  his  place 
and  claimed  to  move,  **  That  the  Question 
be  now  put." 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Perhaps  the  hon. 
Member  will  allow  me  to  interrupt  him. 
He  has  forgotten  the  terms  of  the 
answer  I  gave.     I  said  that  I  am  still  in 


Question  put, 
now  put." 


'  That  the  Question  be- 


The  House  divided  : — Aye^,  145  ;  Noes. 
65.     (Division  List  No.  333.) 


Aclaod-Hood,  Capt.  Sir  A.  F. 
Agg-Ggardner,  Jaraea  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  Wm.  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
•A-raold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrul,  Sir  William 
AikinHon,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Ba^t,  Capt  JoscelineFltzRoy 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balcarres,  Lord 

Kallour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.(Manch*r 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.B.(Horn9ey) 
Balfour,Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds 
Bftlfour,Maj.  K.  R.  (Christch'ch 
Bathurst,  Hn.  Allen  B. 
BeMh  ,Rt.  Hn.  SirM.  H.  ( Bristol 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bond,  Edward 
Brassey,  Albert 


AYES. 

I   Butcher,  John  George  I 

Cautley,  Hennr  Strother  | 

I  Cavendish,  V.C.W.  (Derbysh.)  i 
1  Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  WUliam 
'  Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor;    [ 
I  Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich)  j 
,  Chamberlain,Rt.Hn.J.(Birm.  j 
I  Chamberlain,JAusten(Worc'r  ' 
I  Chapman,  Edward 
I  Charrington,  Spencer 
I  Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
I  CoUings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
I  Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron(Glasgow 
Cox,Ir  win  Edward  Bainbndge 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalryraple,  Sir  Charles 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Dbraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 


Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douelas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Dox7ord,Sir William  Theodore 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Fello  we8,Hon.  Ail  ^yn  Edward 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Geor>re  H. 
Finlayj  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  Wm.  Hayes 
Fitzroy,Hon.  Ed  ward  Algernon 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fott3r,PhilipS(  War\vick,S.  W 
Gardner,  Erneat 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
GordoD,Hn  J.E.  ( Elginv^Nairn) 
Gordon,MajEvans-(T'rH'mr8) 
Goschen, Hon.  George  Joachim 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Hambro,  Charles  Eric 
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Haiiiiltoii,RtHnLordG(Mid*x) 

.  Hamilton^Marq.  of  ( L'nd'derry 
Hanbnry,  Rt  Hon.  RobertWm. 

t  Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 

.Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,  ArthurHoward  Hanley 
Heath,  Janies(Stafford8,N.W. ) 
Holder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 

.Hermon- Hodge,  Robert  T. 
Higginbottom,  S.  W. 

.Hogg,  Lindsay 
Hope,J.F.(SheffieldBright8ide 

IHoult,  Joseph 

'Howard,  John(KeDt,Faver8h. ) 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.W.(Sak)p 

(Keswick,  William 
Lambton,  Hn.  Frederick  Wm. 
Lawrence,  Wra.  F.( Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant 

:Lee,  A.  H.  (Hants,  Fareham) 
Le^e,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Carrie 
Leveson-Gower,  Fred.  N.  S. 

I  Long,Co1.  Charles  W(Eve9haHi 
Long,RtHn  Walter(Bri8tol,S. ) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 

'Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 

■  Lucas ,  Col.  Francis(  Lowestoft 


{COMMONS} 

Macdona,  John  Cumming 
M'Iver,SirLewi8(EdinVrghW 
Majendie.  James  A.  H. 
Massey-Main  waring,Hn.  WF. 
Maxwell,W.  J.  H.(Dumfrie88h. 
Mflner,  Sir  Frederick  G. 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 

I  Moon,  Edward  Robt.  racy 

I  Morgan,  David  J.  ( Wal thamst. 

j  Morgan,  HnFred.(Monm'th8h. 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 

I  Morris,  Hon.  Martin  Henry  F. 
Mount.  William  Arthur 

I  Mowbray,  Sir  Robt.  Gray  C. 

I  Murrry,KtHnA.Graham(Bute 

I  Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry ) 
Palmer.  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Pease, Herb.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Peel,  Hn.  Wm.  Robt.  Wellesley 

.  Plumraer,  Walter  R. 

■  Pretyraan,  Ernest  George 

j  Purvis,  Robert 

I  Randies,  John  S. 

'  Ratcliff,  R.  F. 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Ridley,HnM.W.(Stalybridge) 
Ridley,  S.  Forde(BethnalGreen 
Ritchie,Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney 
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Round,  James 
Russell,  T.  W. 
Sackviile,Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Saunderaon,  RtHn.CoL  Edw.  J. 
Seely,Charles  Hilton(Lincoln) 
8eely,Capt.JEB.(IsleofWight 
Smith, Abel  H.(Hertford,Ea8t) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Staoley.Lord  (Lanes. ) 
Stewart,SirMarkJM'Ta«gart 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(OxfdUnL 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Wra.  Edw.  Murray 
Tufnell,  Lieut. -Col.  Edward 
V^entia,  Viscount 
Wasoo,  John  C.  (Orkney) 
Welby,Lt-Col  A.  C.  E.  (Taunton 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,A.Stanley(York,E.R.) 
Wodehou6e,RtHn.£.  R.  (Bath) 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


-Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Asher,  Alexander 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Black,  Alexander  William 
Boland,  John 
Bri>rg,  John 
Burke,  E.  Haviland^ 

*  Caldwell,  James 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Gogan,  Denis  J. 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Crean,  Eugene 

*  Callinan,  J. 
Delany,  William 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Capt.  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Duffy,  William  J. 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flvnn,  James  Christopher 

*  Gilhooly,  James 


NOES. 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvonsh. ) 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Leamy,  *  Edmund 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  S.) 
0'Brien,Kendal(Tipper'ryMid 
0*Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  Jame8(Wicklow,W . 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 


O'Dowd,  John 

O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 

O'Malfey,  WiUUm 

O'Mara,  James 

O'Shanghnessy,  P.  J. 

O'Shee,  James  John 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.(  Waterford) 

Redmond,  William  (Clare) 

Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 

Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 

Soares,  Ernest  J. 

Sullivan,  Donal 

Tally,  Jasper 

White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R) 

White,Patrick  (Meath,North) 

Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 

Wilson,HenryJ.(York8,W.R.) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  Thomas  E^monde  and 
Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien. 


*  Question 
•  £705,7^1  ' 
tion." 


put    accordingly,     **  That, 
stand  part  of  the  Re>olu- 


The  House  divided  : — Avf  s,  140  ;  Noes, 
67.    (Division  List  No.  334.) 


'Acland-Hood,CaptSir  Alex.  F. 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold- Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,  Capt-JoscelineFitzRoy 
I  Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 


AYES. 

Balcarres,  Lord  { 

Balfour,Rt.Hon.A.J.(Manch*r 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.B.  (Hornsey) 
Balfour,RtHnGeraldW.( Leeds  ' 
Balfour,MajKR.(Cliri8tchurch  I 
Bathurst,Hon.  Allen  Benjamin  I 
Beach,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bristol)  | 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bond,  Edward  i 

Brassey,  Albert    ^ 


Butcher,  John  George 
Cautley,  Henry  S  trot  her 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.(E>erby8hire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain.Rt.  Hon.  J.(  Birm. 
Chamberlain ,  J .  Au8ten(  Worcr* 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
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•Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Collings,  Rt  non.  Jesse 
'Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett,  A.Cameron(G  lasgo  w) 
Oox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Ooealey,  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dah-ymjAe,  Sir  Charles 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Dioaeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dorington,  Sir   John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Doxford,Sir  William  Theodore 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
FelloweSjHon.  AilwynEdward 
IFielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  George  H. 
f  inlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
"Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Titzroy,  Hon.  Ed  ward  Algernon 
'Foreter,  Henry  William 
Fo8ter,PhiUpS.(Warwick,S.W. 
'Gardner,  Ernest 
'Godson,SirAugustusFrederick 
Gordon,  Hn.  J.  E.  (Elgin&Nairn 
Oordon,MajEvan8-(T'rH'ml*ts 
Ooschen.Hon.  George  Joachim 
•Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Hambro,  Charles  Eh*ic 
Hanulton,RtHnLordG(Midd*x 
Hanbury,Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
^ay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,  ArthurHoward(  Hanley 
Heath,  Jame8(Staffords,N.W.) 
Holder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon-Hod^ejRobertTrotter 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E. 
Asher,  Alexander 
Barry,  E.  (Cork.  S.) 
Black,  Alexander  William 
Boland,  John 
Brigg,  John 
Burke,  E.  Haviland- 
<3a1dwell,  James 
'Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
»Cogan,  Denis  J. 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Crean,  Eugene 
'Cullinan,  J. 
Delany,  William 
■Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Dooffan,  P.  C. 
Duffy,  William  J. 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
'OQbooly,  James 


{15  July  1901} 

Higginbottom,  S.  W. 
Hogg,  Lindsay 

Hope,J.F.(Sheffield,Bright8ide 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Howard,John(Kent,F*versh*m 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Kenyon-Slane7,CoLW.  (Salop.) 
Keswick,  Wilham 
Lambton,  Hon.  FrederickWm. 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Lee,  Arth  ur  H.  ( Hants,Fareham 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leveson  Gower,Frederick  N.S. 
Long,Col.Charles  W.(  Evesham 
Lone,  Rt.Hn. Walter  (Bri8tol,S 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  CoL  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
M*Iver,SirLewi8(Edinburgh  W 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Massey- Mainwaring.Hon.  W.F. 
Maxwell,  W  J  H.(  Dumfriesshire 
Milner,Rt.Hn.Sir  Frederick  G. 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,DavidJ.(W*lthamst'w 
Morgan,Hn.Fred.(Monm'thsh. 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morris,  Hon.  Martin  Henry  F. 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray,RtHnA.Graham(Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Pease,  HerbertPike(  Darlington 
Peel,Hn.Wm.Robert  Wellesley 

NOES, 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,RtHon.  Charles  Seale* 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Jones,  William  (Camarvonsh. 
Joyce,  Michael 

Kennedy,  Patrick  James  | 

Leamy,  Edmund  , 

Levy,  Maurice  ' 

Lundon,  W.  I 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A.  ' 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift  1 
Mooney,  John  J.  I 

Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Murphy,  John  1 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P.  \ 

Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South)  j 
0*Brien,Kendal(TipperaryMid  i 
0*Brien,Patriek(  Kilkenny)        | 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
^Connor,  James(  Wicklow,  W, ) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S,) 
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Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Ratclitf ,  R.  F. 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Ridley,Hon.M.W.  (Stalvbridge 
Ridley,  S.  Forde(  BethnalGreen ) 
Ritchie,Rt.Hn.Chas.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Round,  James 

Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Seely,Capt.J.E.B.(IsleofWight 
Smith,AbelH.  (Hertford,  East) 
Smith.Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,Sir  Mark  J.M*Taggart 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,RtHn.J.G.(OxfMUniv. 
Thornton,  .Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tufnell,  Lieut. -CoL  Edward^ 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wason,  Joh  aCathcart(  Orkney) 
Welby,Lt.-Col.A.C.E.(Taunton 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson, A.  Stanley  (York,KR.) 
Wodehou8e,Rt.Hn.E.R.(Bath) 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


O'Dowd,  John 

O  Kelly.  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 

O'Malley,  WUliam 

O'Mara,  James 

O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 

O'Shee,  James  John 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  ( Waterford 

Redmond,  William  (Clare) 

Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 

Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 

Soares,  Ernest  J. 

Sullivan,  Donal 

Tully,  Jasper 

White,  Luke  (Yorks,  E.  R.) 

White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North 

Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 

Wilson,Henry  J.(Yorks,  W.R.) 

Tellers  for  the  Nobs — 
Mr.  T.  W.  Russell  and 
Mr.  Thomas  O'Donnell. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  c'aimed,  "  That 
the  Main  Question  be  now  put." 

Main  Question  put  accordingly,  **  That 
^his  House  doth  agree  with  the  Com- 


mittee in  the  said  Resolution,** 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  116  ;  Noes^ 
64.    (Division  List  No.  335.) 
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Adjournment  of 


Aciand- Hood, Cap.  Sir  Alex.  F.  ' 
Agg-Gardner»  James  Tynte      I 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope      | 
Arnold- Forster,  Hugh  O.  | 

Arrol,  Sir  William  \ 

Asher,  Alexander  j 

Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John         ; 
Bjkgot.Capt  Josceline  FitzRoy  , 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balcarres,  Lord 

Balfour,Rt.Hon.A.J.(Manch'r  j 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Hornsey)  ' 
Balfour,RtHnaeraldW.(  Leeds 
Ba(four,MajKR.(Christchurch 
Beach,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bri8tol)  I 
Butcher,  John  George  ' 

Cautley.  Henrv  Strother  i 

Cavendish.V.C.W.i  Derbyshire  ] 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor)    i 
Cecil.  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich)  | 
Chamberlain,Rt.  Hon.  J.(Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  Au8ten(Worc*r 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hon.Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Collings,  Rt  Hon.  Jesse 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett,A.  Cameron  (Glasgow  i 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile  , 

Dilkeitti.  Evpl  of  ' 

Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield-  t 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph        I 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Doxford,  Sir  WilUamTheodore 
Fellowes,Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Finch,  George  H.  , 

Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne  | 
Fijher,  William  Hayes  | 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.K) 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Black,  Alexander  William 

Boland,  John 

Brigg,  John 

Burke,  E.  Haviland- 

Caldwell,  James 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Cogan,  Denis  J. 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crean,  Eugene 

CuUinan,  J. 

Delany,  William 

Dillon,  John 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Duffy,  William  J. 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Gilhooly,  James 

Goddajd,  Daniel  Ford 


{COMMONS} 

AYES. 

Fitzroy ,  Hon.  Edward  Algernon  j 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster , Philip  S.(  War  wick,S.W. 
Gardner,  Ernest  \ 

Gordon.Hn.  J.  E.(  Elgin&Nair  n 
Gordon,MajEvans(T*rH*mlets 
Go3chen,Hon.George  Joachim 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Hamilton,Rt.HnLordG.(Mid*x 
Hamilton.Marqof  ( L'nd'nderry 
Hanbury,Rt.Hon.Robert  Wm. 
Harris,  Frederick  Ijeverton 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George         ! 
Havne,Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Helder,  Augustus 
Her  mon-  Hodge,  RobertTrotter 
Higginbottom,  S.  W. 
Hogg,  Lindsay 

Hope,J.F.(Sheffield,Brightside  ; 
Hoult,  Joseph  \ 

Howard,  John(  Kent,  Faversh.)  i 
Jebb,;Sir  Richard  Claverhouse  ' 
Kenyon-Slaney,CoL  W.  (Salop.  | 
Keswick,  William 
Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm.  | 
Lawson,  John  Grant  I 

Lee,ArthurH.(Hants.Fareham  , 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage  | 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie  i 
I^ng,Col.CharlesW.(  Evesham  i 
Long.Rt.fln.  Walter  (Bri8tol,S.  ; 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirk  man  ' 

Lucas.  Col.  Franc  is  (Lowestoft)  ^ 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Majendie,  James  A.  H.  j 

Milner,Rt.Hon.SirFrederickG. 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon)       I 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy      | 
Morgan,DavidJ.(Walthamit*w  | 

NOES. 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Hay  den,  John  Patrick 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Leamy,  Edmund 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
O'Brien,  Kendal(Tipperary  Mid 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
0»Connor,  Jas.  (Wicklow)  W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'DonneU,  John  (Mayo,  8.) 
ODonnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 


the  House, 
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CONGESTED    DISTRICTS    BOARD 
(IRELAND;     BILL. 

Read  a  second  time^  and  committed 
for  this  day. 


Morgan,  Hn.  Fred.  (Monm'thsh. 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morris,  Hon.  Martin  Henry  F. 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray.  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray,Rt.  Hn  AGraham(  Bute 
Murray.  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Pease.  Herbert  Pike(  Darlington 
Plummer,  Walt^  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Ratcliff,  R.  F. 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Ridley,  Hon.  M.  W.(Stalybridge) 
Ritchie,  Rt.Hn.Chas.Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Round,  James 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  (Lincoln^ 
Seely,Capt.J.E.B.(l8leofWight 
Smith,  Abel  H.(Herts.,  Eastl 
Smith*  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,  SirMarkJ.M'Taggart 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.Murray 
Tufnell,Lieut.-Col.  Edward 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Welby,Lt--Col.A.C.E(Taunton. 
WiUiams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset:^' 
Wyndham,  Rt  Hon.  George  " 

Tellers  for  the  Atxs — Sir 
William  Walrond  and  Mr. 
Anstruther. 


O^Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
O'Malley,  William 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
O'Shee,  James  John 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Tully,  Jasper 

White,  Luke  (Yorks.  E.R.) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  N.; 
WhiUey,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (Yorks,  WJl.). 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — Sir 
Thomas  Esmonde  and  Mr. 
Patrick  O'Brien. 


Adjourned  ai  a  quarter  beioie 
TwooC  the  clock. 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 
Tuesday,  \m  July,  1901. 


TOOK  THE  OATH. 
The  Lord  Chesham  took  the  Oath. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


WATFORD    AND    DISTRICT    TRAM- 
WAYS BILL  tH.L.]. 

WELLS  CORPORATION   WATER   BILL. 

LONDON,  TILBURY.  AND  SOUTHEND 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

Reported  with  Amendments. 

TORRINGTON    AND   OKEHAMPTON 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

NORTH   BRITISH  RAILWAY  BILL 
Read  3^,  with  the  'Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

LONDON  UNITED  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

Standing  Order  No.  93,  considered 
(according  to  Order),  and  dispensed  with, 
with  respect  to  a  petition  of  the  Surbiton 
Urban  District  Council ;  leave  given  to 
present  the  said  petition. 

HANDSWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 
to,  with  Amendments ;  the  said  Amend- 
ments considered,  and  agreed  to. 

SHEFFIELD  CORPORATION  BILL  [H.L.]. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 
to,  with  Amendments. 

BEXLEY  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

aEVELAND  AND  DURHAM  COUNTY 
ELECTRIC  POWER  BILL. 

DUBLIN  CORPORATION  (MARKETS, 
ETC.)  BILL. 

GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY  BILL. 

LANCASHIRE  AND  YORKSHIRE  RAIL- 
WAY  (VARIOUS  POWERS)  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 


NAVAL 


(PROVISIONAL 
BILL. 


WORKS 
ORDER) 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order);  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment ;  -Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bin  to  be  r^wl  3«  on  Thursday  next. 

VOL.  XCVn.       [FouKXH  Series.] 


LOCAL    GOVERNMENT   PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  6)  BILL. 

Read  3^  (according  to  Order),  and 
passed. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  9)  BILL. 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3«  on  Thurs- 
day next. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


SEWAGE     DISPOSAL-ROYAL    COM- 
MISSION. 

Interim  Report  of  the  Commissioners 
appointed  to  inquire  and  report  what 
methods  of  treating  and  disposing  of 
sewage  may  properly  be  adopted;  with 
minutes  of  evidence,  index,  and  appen- 
dices. 

LAND    LAW    (IRELAND)    ACT.     1887 
(EVICTION    NOTICES). 

Return  of  the  number  of  eviction 
notices  filed  during  the  quarter  ended 
30th  June,  1901. 

IMPERIAL    INSTITUTE— INDIAN 
SECTION. 

Annual  Report  for  the  year  1900-1901. 
Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  Table. 


BETTING. 
The  evidence  taken  before  the  Select 
Committee  from  time  to  time  to  be 
printed,  but  no  copies  to  be  delivered, 
except  to  members  of  the  Committee, 
until  further  order. 


SELECT    COMMITTEES. 
Ordered  that  all  Select  Committees  do 
adjourn  over  Thursday  and  Friday  next. 


TRAWLERS^    CERTIFICATES    SUSPEN- 
SION   BILL    [H.L.]. 

Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee 
with  a  further  Amendment ;  the  Report 
of  the  Amendments  made  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  and  by  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  to  be  received  on  Monday 
next ;  and  Bill  to  be  printed  as  amended 
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DAY  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS  (IRELAND)  I 
BILL    [H.L.]. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order);  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment ;  and  re-committed  to  the  Standing 
Committee. 

NEW  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS  IN  WHITE- 
HALL  AND  PARLIAMENT  STREET- 
PROPOSED  MODELS. 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS  :  My  Lords, 
I  do  not  know  when  it  was  that  Mr. 
Chamberlain  in  one  of  his  speeches  said 
that  Home  Rule  was  "  as  d^  as  Julius 
C»sar."  I  was  certainly  under  the  im- 
pression that  all  questions  as  regards 
models  of  the  proposed  public  buildings 
at  Whitehall  and  Parliament  Street  were 
as  dead  as  the  great  emperor  and  con- 
queror to  whom  Mr.  Chamberlain  re- 
ferred. I  will  give  your  Lordships  the 
reason,  first,  why  I  thought  that  there 
was  no  hope.  If  I  take  your  Lordships 
back  about  two  years,  when  this  matter 
was  before  the  House,  your  Lordships 
will  see  the  steps  that  were  then  taken. 
The  first  thing  was  that  a  memorial  was 
drawn  up  praying  for  models  to  be  made 
and  publicly  exhibited.  The  memorialists 
said — 

"In  reepectfolly  making  this  request  we 
are  only  asking  in  the  pabUc  interest,  and  for 
the  sake  of  those  who  come  after  us,  that  all 
pos^sible  care  and  precautions  should  be  taken 
to  ensure  I  the  erection  of  a  War  Office  building 
in  all  ways  worthy  of  the  site,  and  that  by  the 
public  exhibition  of  models,  as  proposed,  suc- 
cessful precedents  established  in  the  case  of 
designs  for  public  ibuildings  by  H.M.  Office  of 
Works  should  now  be  followed." 

That  memorial  which  was  presented  two 
years  ago  was  signed  by  140  peers. 
Among  the  signatories  were  the 
Marquess  of  Lome  (then  a  Member 
of  Parliament),  one  archbishop,  five 
bishops,  six  dukes,  and  two  field- 
marshals  ;  so  that  your  Lordships  will 
see  that  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  of  a 
memorial  that  would  carry  more  weight. 
This  memorial  was  sent  to  my  noble 
friend  at  the  head  of  the  Government. 
We  got  a  very  curt  reply,  in  which  my 
noble  friend  said  that  tne  Government 
had  fully  considered  the  subject,  and  that 
he  was  not  prepared  to  take  any  action  in 
the  matter,  and  that  contracts  had 
already  been  taken.  Now,  whoever  gave 
my  noble  friend  information  with  regard 
to  contracts  was  not  quite  acciuate  in  this. 
Contracts  may  at  that  time  have  been 
taken  so  far  as  regarded  the  making  of 


the  ground  ready  and  fit  for  the  building ; 
but  at  that  time,  as  I  shall  show  presently,, 
no  contract  had  been  taken,  for  the  actual 
building  itself.  That  was  two  years  ago,, 
and  so  far  there  was  nothing  as  regards, 
the  question  of  contracts  or  building, 
which:  might  have  interfered  in  any  way 
with  what  is^  now  asked^  the  presentation 
of  models. 

Upon  this  reply  I  ventured  to  put 
down  a  resolution,  which  I  do  not  need 
to  trouble  your  Lordships  with,  which 
was  very  much  the  same  as  the  resolution! 
I  am  now  about  to- submit  to  the  House. 
On  the  4th  August,  1899,*  I  broujght  this 
subject  before  your  Lordships  in,  as^  I 
hope,  a  very  sensible  and  temperate 
speech,  and  it  was  met  by  the  Govern- 
ment,! might  almostsay,  with  contumely — 
that  is  to  say,  they  snubbed  us.  My  noble 
friend  the  Secretary  for  War  was  put  up- 
to  reply,  and  he  "  sniped  "  us  all  round  at 
that  time.  Not  only  that,  but  with  ex- 
ceptional facetiousness  he  told  us  that  if 
we  got  the  model  and  placed  it  on  a  table, 
we  should  only  see  the  buildings  as  we 
might  see  them  from  the  top  of  the  Duke 
of  York's  Column^ 

My  Lords,  I  will  say  no  more  upon 
that  point,  and  I  need  not  say  more  to 
prove  the  opposition  of  His  Majesty's 
C>overnment  to  this  procedure  which  was 
then  asked  for.  But,  my  Lords,  I  think 
you  will  see  that  at  that  time  there  was 
very  little  hope  of  anything  more  being 
done,  and  nothing  occurred  for  two  years 
to  make  me  think  there  was  any  chance 
of  bringing  Julius  Csesar  to  life  again. 
But  to  my  surprise  a  short  time  ago  I 
read  a  letter  in  The  Times  from  the  pro- 
fessor of  architecture,  Mr.  Aitchison. 
His  letter  to  The  Times  was  followed  up 
by  action  on  the  part  of  the  Boyal  Insti- 
tute of  British  Architects.  In  conse- 
quence of  what  they  have  said,  which  I 
shall  presently  read  to  your  Lordships,  I 
thought  I  was  justified  in  again  bringing 
this  matter  forward,  not  on  the  strength 
of  anything  I  may  think  or  say,  but 
backed  by  such  authorities  as  that,  and 
I  unhesitatingly,  as  a  matter  of  common 
sense,  would  put  the  professor  of  archi- 
tecture and  the  present  president  of  the 
Institute  of  British  Architects  against 
any  advice  that  the  Government  may  get 
from  the  casual  holder  of  the  office  of 
Commissioner  of  His  Majesty's  Works. 

•  See  Debates  [Fourth  Seriee],  Vol.  Ixxv., 
pag«1430. 
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So  much  for  that.  What  did  the  pro- 
fessor of  architecture  say  in  this  letter, 
and  what  have  the  Royal  Institute  of 
British  Architects  said  in  support  of  his 
views  ]  The  letter  begins  by  saying  what 
I  am  sure  all  your  Lordships  will  cor- 
dially sympathise  in  (I  do  myself  with 
regard  to  one  of  the  distinguished  archi- 
tects)— 

"  It  is  most  unfortanate  that  the  two  dis- 
tinguished architects  who  were  to  baild  the 
new  Government  offices  are  both  dead  when 
the  foundations  alone  hare  been  completed." 

I  have  got  to  show  that  the  foundations 
are  not  begun — 

''and  I  dare  say  that  no  model  of  either  of 
these  aretkt  public  monuments  exist.  I  believe 
that  all  the  principal  buildings  of  the  world, 
at  least  since  Justinian's  time,  were  built  from 
models,  and  by  the  precaution  taken  by  the 
Pope  to  have  a  model  made  we  have  now 
Michael  Angelo's  Dome  at  St.  Peter's." 

So  much  for  the  late  president.  Now 
what  has  been  the  action  of  the  present 
president,  Mr.  Emerson,  and  the  Council. 
Here  is  a  letter  from  the  secretary,  Mr. 
Locke,  he  says — 

**The  Council  have  directed  me  to  write  to 
the  Office  of  Wofks  and  say  that,  having  had  a 
suggestion  from  you,  and  having  seen  Professor 
Aitchison's  letter  in  The  Times,  they  would 
like  to  draw  the  attention  of  H.M.'s  Govern- 
ment to  the  desirability  of  having  models  made 
of  the  new  Government  buildings." 

And  they  go  on  to  say  how  desirable  it 
is  that  someone  other  than  the  head  of 
the  Ofiice  of  Works,  some  architect, 
should  be  appointed  to  look  after  the 
work  in  the  room  of  those  two  architects 
who  are  unfortunately  dead. 

That  is  the  position  in  which  this 
stands,  and  I  can  hardly  think  that  on  a 
question  of  this  kind,  which  interests  not 
only  those  who  may  live  to  see  these 
buildings  finished,  but  which  must  affect 
posterity — because  these  buildings  will 
occupy  one  of  the  most  perfect  sites  in 
the  most  beautiful  part  of  London — I  can 
hardly  fancy  that  the  Government  will 
be  inclined  to  resist  such  opinions  as  those 
that  I  have  quoted  on  the  part  of  com- 
petent authorities,  and  I  hope  and  tnist 
that  they  will  be  inclined  to  yield  at  this 
time  and  that  they  will  by  so  doing 
simply  follow  those  successful  precedents 
in  the  past. 

Now,  my  Lords,  I  have  nothing  more 
to  say  in  favour  of  my  proposal,  but  I 
will  pass  to  the  replies  that  will  probably 
be  given  on  behalf  of  His  Majesty's 
Government.     I    hope    that    my    noble 
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friend  since  he  has  been  in  the  Foreign 
Office  has  become  more  reasonable  on 
this  point  than  he  was  when  he  was 
Secretary  for  War,  and  that  he  will  now 
be  inclined  to  grant  what  I  venture  to 
ask  on  behalf  of  the  Eoyal  Institute  of 
British  Architects.  But  I  will  assume^ 
for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  he  will 
oppose  my  motion ;  what  will  his  grounda 
of  opposition  be  1  As  far  as  I  can  make 
out,  it  is  only  on  two  grounds  that  opposi- 
tion  can  be  based.  The  first  is  the  one 
referred  to  by  my  noble  friend  the  Prime 
Minister — that  the  contracts  have  been 
taken;  and  the  other  is  that  the  War 
Office  needs  require  that  this  matter 
should  not  be  delayed,  but  should  be 
dealt  with  at  once.  I  propose,  with  your 
Lordships'  permission,  to  deal  shortly 
with  those  two  arguments. 

I  may  mention  here  that  I  did  not 
divide  on  the  resolution  I  brought 
forward  in  August,  1899,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  I  mistook  what  my  noble 
friend  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  said.  He  was 
one  of  the  six  Dukes  who  signed  the 
memorial,  and  I  understood  him  to  say 
that  his  belief  was  that  the  Government 
would  after  all  give  way,  but  it  turned 
out  that  what  he  said  applied  not  to  the 
case  in  point,  but  as  a  general  principle 
for  the  future. 

Now,  with  regard  to  the  first  argument, 
which,  I  suppose,  will  be  urged  against 
my  motion,  I  do  not  believe  that  there 
is  any  difficulty  whatever  as  regards 
this  question  of  the  contract  haviMg  been 
taken.  The  contractors  are  Messrs. 
Foster  and  Dicksee.  On  my  requesting 
to  see  them,  Mr.  Dicksee  very  kindly 
came  up  from  Rugby,  and  I  saw  him  this 
morning.  Of  course  he  could  give  no 
other  answer  than  that  it  is  quite  possible 
that  the  contract  which  has  been  taken  for 
one  building  could  be  taken  for  another 
at  the  scheduled  prices.  If  the  contractor 
in  consequence  of  the  delay  lost  anything 
— if  wages  and  prices  of  material  went 
up,  for  instance — that  would  have  to  be 
made  good  to  him ;  but  matters  of  that 
kind,  which  must  be  trivial  in  proportion 
to  the  total  cost  of  the  buildings,  ought 
not  to  weigh  very  much  with  a  great 
Government  that  is  spending  on  the  war 
at  the  rate  of  £200,000  a  day.  I  know 
my  noble  friend  said  that  the  model 
which  was  made  by  Sir  Henry  Layard  for 
this  purpose  several  years  ago  was  rotten 
and  gone  to  pieces  ;  but  if  another  model 
is  m^e  it  must  be  very  rotten  wood  that 
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the  Office  of  Works  have  to  deal  with  if 
it  will  not  provide  a  good  and  lasting 
model.  However,  that  is  incidental. 
The  fact  remains  that,  if  His  Majesty's 
Oovernment  choose,  this  contract  could — 
at  a  small  cost,  I  admit — be  held  up  until 
these  models  had  been  seen  and  public 
opinion  expressed  either  in  favour  of  or 
against  the  buildings  as  they  are  pro- 
posed to  be  erected. 

So  much  for  the  question  of  contract. 
There  remains  the  other  argument,  which 
I  think  it  is  probable  my  moble  friend 
miay  use,  as  to  the  needs  of  the  War 
Office.  Well,  we  know  that  the  War 
Office  is  not  complete  in  itself,  that  a 
number  of  different  buildings  have  to  be 
used  for  War  Office  purposes ;  but  there 
cannot  be  any  such  immediate  pressure 
when  you  remember  what  the  War  Office 
have  been  able  to  do  in  the  last  two 
years.  We  constantly  hear  of  their 
having  sent  250,000  men,  with  endless 
horses  and  stores,  6,000  miles  across  the 
sea,  for  the  war  in  South  Africa.  We 
know  that  they  have  spent  150  millions, 
and  are  spending  now  at  the  rate  of 
jB200,000  a  day  on  the  war — a  most 
necessary  and  just  war.  I  am  not  for  a 
moment  opposing  the  war;  I  believe  it 
has  been  tne  saving  of  the  Empire,  but 
my  point  is  that  tney  have  managed  to 
carry  on  almost  the  biggest  war  this 
country  has  ever  been  en^ged  in,  with 
their  present  buildings.  Therefore  the 
Argument  that  their  present  needs  demand 
the  instant  execution  of  these  works  does 
not,  as  I  submit,  hold  water.  In  fact, 
thoy  themselves  evidently  do  not  consider 
their  needs  to  be  so  very  urgent,  for  they 
bought  a  building  for  War  Office  purposes 
in  Pall  Mall,  close  to  the  War  Office,  and 
they  have  since  parted  with  it.  But 
there  is  this  further  consideration.  What 
is  the  great  feature  in  the  plan  of  the 
Oovernment  for  the  reorganisation  of  the 
Army  \  It  is  decentralisation.  If  the 
principle  of  your  administration  is  to  be 
decentralisation,  I  think  the  argument  of 
the  needs  of  the  War  Office  falls  to  the 
ground. 

My  Lords,  I  have  endeavoured  to  show 
why  two  years  ago  this  matter  was  in  the 
opinion  of  140  peers  worthy  of  being 
brought  before  your  Lordships'  House, 
why  the  motion  on  that  occasion  fell 
through,  and  why  it  is  now  revived.  I 
can  only  hope  that  after  my  explanation 
His  Majesty's  Government  will  give  due 
weight)  not  to  anything  I  may  luive  said, 

The  Earl  of  Wemyss. 


but  to  the  authorities  I  have  quoted— 
Professor  Aitchison  and  the  Royal  Insti- 
tute of  British  Architects — and  that  thev 
will  accede  to  this  motion.  I  would  asK 
your  Lordships  on  a  matter  of  this  kind 
to  exercise  your  own  calm  and  indepen- 
dent judgment,  and  to  think  that  in  the 
vote  you  give  you  may  possibly  prevent 
the  erection  of  a  second  Admiralty — for 
the  Admiralty  was  also  erected  without 
models.  I  shall  certainly  divide,  even  if 
I  divide  alone,  so  strongly  do  I  feel  upon 
this  subject ;  but  I  hope  to  find  consider- 
able support  for  what  is  nothing  but  a 
common-sense  proposal. 

Moved  to  resolve.  That  in  the  opinion 
of  this  House  it  is  desirable  that  models 
of  the  proposed  public  buildings  at 
Whitehall  and  Parliament  Street  should 
be  made  and  publicly  exhibited  as  recom- 
mended by  Professor  Aitchison,  late 
President  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  British 
Architects,  and  by  the  present  President 
and  Council  of  the  said  Institute. — (The 
Lord  Wemyss)  {E.  Wemyss.) 

♦The  Earl  of  PEMBROKE:  My 
Lords,  I  think  perhaps  the  noble  Lord 
will  realise  that,  if  two  years  ago  His 
Majesty's  Government  felt  it  out  of  their 
power  to  accede  to  the  motion  which  he 
then  made,  their  difficulties  have  rather 
been  added  to  than  diminished  by  the 
fact  of  those  two  years  ha^'ing  elapsed, 
because  during  the  course  of  those  two 
years  an  enormous  amount  of  work  has 
been  conducted  on  the  preparations  for 
these  buildings,  and  it  is  much  more 
difficult  now  to  make  any  alteration  in 
the  buildings  to  be  erected  than  it  was 
two  years  ago. 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS:  May  I 
explain  1  With  reference  to  these  con- 
tracts, all  that  has  been  done  is  this: 
the  ground  was  uneven,  there  were  old 
foundations,  and  so  on,  and  all  those  have 
been  taken  out,  and  a  bed  of  concrete  has 
been  spread  over  the  whole.  Nothing  but 
that  has  been  done.  I  asked  the  contractor 
to-day  if  a  single  brick  of  the  new 
foundations  had  been  made,  and  he  said 
no.  Therefore,  it  is  perfectly  competent 
on  that  new  flooring  of  concrete  to  put 
any  foundations  or  buildings  whatever. 

♦The  Earl  of  PEMBROKE :  I  quite 
understand  the  point  the  noble  Lord 
made.    I   listened  very  carefully  to  his 
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speech,  and  in  that  speech  I  never  found 
any  preference  given  or  any  suggestion 
made  that  the  huildings  which  are  pro- 

red  by  the  Government  should 
(iropped  and  something  else  should 
be  substituted;  and  I  must  confess 
that  it  was  with  considerable  surprise 
I  heard  this,  for  wa  know  that  my 
noble  friend  has  a  baby  of  his  own, 
which  I  expected  to  see  him  produce  from 
under  his  coat  at  any  moment.  We  know 
he  has  a  rival  scheme,  which  he  has  pressed 
on  the  Government  on  more  rhan  one 
occasion,  and  I  gathered  with  a  feeling  of 
thankfulness  t^t  the  noble  Earl  had 
realised  at  last  that  the  Government  had 
felt  that  the  question  of  these  buildings 
had  been  decided,  and  that  he  had  given 
up  as  a  hopeless  task  the  possibility  of 
erecting  those  magnificent  buildings 
which  ne  contemplated,  and  which  he 
showed  us  two  years  ago  and  last  year. 
The  noble  Earl  has  assumed  all  sorts  of 
replies  which  His  Majesty's  Gk)vernment 
might  make  in  answer  to  his  motion.  He 
denies — what  I  think  I  should  have  put 
forward — that  the  foundations  in  the  case 
of  the  War  Office  building  have  been  laid 
down. 
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There  were  one  or  two  points 
which  the  noble  Earl  brought  forward^ 
and  quite  rightly  brought  forward. 
One  was  the  letter  from  Mr.  Aitchi- 
son,  the  late  President  of  the  Royal 
Institute  of  British  Architects,  but  I 
would  point  out  to  the  noble  Earl  that 
Mr.  Aitchison's  letter,  so  far  as  I  remem- 
ber, hardly  referred  at  all  to  the  question 
of  models. 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS  :  I  beg  my 
noble  friend's  pardon.  I  read  what  h& 
did  say. 

♦The  Earl  of  PEMBROKE :  He  may 
have  incidentally  mentioned  the  model. 


The  Earl  of  WEMYSS :  The 
begins  by  mentioning  the  model. 


letter 


The  Earl  of  WEMYSS :  They  have 
not  been  laid  down. 

*The  Earl  of  PEMBROKE:  The 
noble  Earl  draws  this  distinction,  that  the 
actual'^foundations  have  not  been  laid,  but 
that  the  ground  has  all  been  concreted, 
and  his  idea  is  that  it  has  been  so  well 
done  that  it  is  ready  to  receive  any  build- 
ings, either  the  noble  Lord's  or  any  other, 
that  it  may  be  desired  to  erect  there.  I 
may  assume  I  think  now  that  we  have  no 
other  proposal  before  us  except  that  of 
the  Government,    and  considering  that 


♦The  Earl  of  PEMBROKE:  Inci- 
dentally, in  the  first  sentence,  the  letter 
mentions  the  model,  but  the  main  point 
of  Mr.  Aitchison's  letter  was  that  in  the 
old  days — and  I  presume  that  it  would 
apply  in  the  future — two  architects  should 
always  be  appointed  in  the  case  of  public 
buildings,  in  case  of  the  decease  of  one  of 
them,  and  he  gives  many  instances  m 
which  this  was  done.  So  that,  with  the 
exception  of  the  opening  sentence,  in 
which  he  says  he  would  like  to  see  a 
model,  very  little  reference  is  made  in 
Mr.  Aitchison's  letter  to  the  subject  of 
models.  But  I  would  also  draw  attention 
to  the  point  which  the  noble  Earl  made,, 
and  the  warning  which  he  gave  us,  that 
perhaps  unless  we  took  great  care  wo 
might  have,  as  the  result  of  these  negotia- 
tions and  this  work,  a  repetition  of  the 
Admiralty  buildings.  But  why  does  the 
noble  Earl  think  that  1  He  has  seen  the 
plans  and  the    elevations;    he    has    as 


these  public  buildings  take  naturally  a  very    good  a  knowledge  of  all  these  matters  of 


long  period  in  completion,  considering 
that  this  question  has  been  for  very  nearly 
three  years  before  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, considering  that  the  money  has 
been  provided  for  the  erection  of  these 
baildings,  considering  that  the  plans 
and  the  elevations  have  been  laid  be- 
fore   your    Lordships   and    before    the 


architecture  as  any  member  of  this  House, 
I  gladly  concede  that  to  the  noble  EarL 
Did  he  find  anything,  or  could  he  find 
anything,  in  the  plans  and  elevations 
as  produced  and  published  which  will 
resemble  the  new  Admiralty  buildings  in 
the  least  1     I  confess  I  share  with  the 

^     ._     noble  Earl   a  dislike    for  the    exterior 

other  House  of  Parliwnent,  and,  I  think  I  I  fagade  of  the  Admiralty  ;  but  I  would 


may  say,  have  been  generally  approved,  I 
do  not  see  why  at  the  present  time,  at 
this  late  hour  in  the  day,  all  these  plans 
ahould  be  suddenly  upset,  and  His 
Majesty^s  Government  asked  to  change 
their  minds  and  re-think  over  the  ques- 
tion. 


point  out  that  the  Government,  in  con- 
sidering this  question  of  the  new  build- 
ings for  the  War  Office  and  other  offices^ 
were  particularly  careful  to  avoid  the 
system  of  the  Admiralty  building.  Those 
Admiralty  buildings  were  the  result,,  and 
the  painful  result,  of  reference  to  a  Select 
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Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  I  think  that  has  proved  conclusively 
to  anyone  who  mav  have  to  do  with 
buildings  of  this  kind  in  the  future,  that 
a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  is  probably  one  of  the  worst 
judges  in  matters  of  this  sort.  Now,  I 
do  not  suppose  that  there  is  any  subject 
in  which  there  is  more  room  for  differ- 
ence of  opinion  than  architecture — 
possibly  with  the  exception  of  ladies* 
dress.  There  are  a  great  many  who  con- 
sider themselves  authorities  on  architec- 
ture, and  very  likely  they  are  right : 
everyone  has  his  own  idea  of  what  is  a 
fine  building  and  what  is  not ;  but  let  me 
take  the  instance  of  the  noble  Earl,  who 
is,  I  admit,  a  great  authority 

The  Earl  of  W^MYSS:  I  do  not 
profess  to  be  an  authority.  I  spoke  in 
the  name  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  British 
Architects. 

♦The  Earl  of  PEMBROKE :  Quite  so, 
but  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  dissociate  the 
noble  Earl  from  his  own  talents,  especially 
when  he  speaks  upon  such  a  subject  as 
this.  He  has  gone  in  for  architectural 
work  himself,  but  I  do  not  suppose  that 
even  he  would  say  that  the  work  which 
he  has  approved,  and  which  is  satisfactory 
to  many,  is  not  open  to  criticism.  And 
it  always  will  be  the  same  in  architecture. 
You  will  never  get  anybody  to  agree 
upon  a  subject  of  this  sort.  It  recalls  to 
me  an  incident  which  occurred  to  myself 
on  the  subject  of  architecture  a  great 
many  years  ago  when  I  was  a  very  young 
man.  I  was  speaking  to  an  architect — a 
very  eminent  architect,  although  I  did 
not  know  it  at  the  time— and  in  dis- 
cussing this  very  question  of  public  build- 
ings I  very  rashly  said,  "Why  do  not 
jou  architects  take  some  building  which 
everybody  acknowledges  to  be  perfect 
and  copy  that,  and  there  could  no  possible 
-criticism  at  all."  Whereupon  he  turned 
round  to  me,  and  said,  "  If  we  were  to  do 
that  there  would  be  no  Victorian  period 
of  architecture."  I  was  young,  ana  per- 
haps a  little  hasty,  and  my  answer  was, 
very  shortly,  "  But  do  you  think  seriously 
that  posterity  would  suflfer  from  that  1 " 
I  am  afraid  it  rather  annoyed  him, 
because  the  conversation  did  not  last  very 
much  longer.  But  I  quite  admit  that  in 
making  such  a  sweeping  assertion  or  hint 
as  I  did  I  was  wrong,  because  I  have  since 
learned  to  value  a  very  large  amount  of 

J  he  Earl  of  Pembroke, 


excellent  and  good  work,  apart  from 
facades,  which  the  Victorian  Era  architec- 
ture has  brought  to  us. 

I  know  that  my  noble  friend  is  an 
admirer  (and  I  admire  him  for  it)  of 
Inigo  Jones.  If  we  were  going  to  have 
any  argument  on  the  subject  probably  my 
argument  would  be  the  same  as  his— we 
should  be  on  the  same  side ;  but  we  must 
remember  that  in  almost  all  the  cases  of 
the  works  of  even  Inigo  Jones  the  modem 
architect  has  had  to  be  brought  in  in 
order  to  meet  the  necessary  internal 
requirements  which  more  modern  civilisa- 
tion demands.  There  is  hardly  an  old 
house  in  this  country  which  has  not  been 
obliged  to  bring  in  the  modern  architect 
in  order  to  make  internal  alterations. 

Now  I  am  not  going  to  discuss  the 

Froposals  of  my  noble  friend,  because,  as 
have  already  said,  I  am  grateful  to  him 
for  not  having  brought  out  bis  baby  again ; 
but  I  will  say  this,  that  those  eminent 
architects  who  unfortunately  have  been 
taken  away  from  us  who  drew  up  these 
plans,  and  whose  names  will  always  be 
associated  with  these  public  buildings 
when  they  are  finished,  took  the  wise 
maxim  of  building  their  house  from  the 
inside.  They  set  out  to  give  all  the 
requirements  of  a  public  office,  and  after 
that  (and  I  venture  to  say  with  consider- 
able success)  they  produced  a  fa^e 
which  will  be  worthy  of  the  situation 
upon  which  it  is  put. 

To  sum  up.  His  Majesty's  Government 
cannot  think  that  it  is  desirable  to  accede 
to  the  motion  of  my  noble  friend.  The 
plans  and  elevations  which  were  drawn 
up  and  made  by  Messrs.  Young  and 
Brydon,  whom  we  are  so  sorry  to  have 
lost,  are  all  excellent,  and  I  can  assure 
the  House  that  those  plans  which  they 
left  behind  them  will  be  faithfully  copied, 
and  that  everything  which  your  Lord- 
ships* House  and  the  other  House  of 
Parliament  have  practically  agreed  to 
will  be  carried  out,  as  shown  on  the  plans 
of  those  two  eminent  architects.  Those 
who  are  responsible  for  the  completion  of 
this  building  do  not  ask  for  models. 
Nobody  asks  for  models  except  my  noble 
friend  and  the  Royal  Institute  of  British 
Architects,  who  gave  us  the  names  of 
those  eminent  architects,  and  who  are 
therefore  more  or  less  responsible  for 
having  laid  their  names  before  the  Com- 
mittee which  decided  on  the  expediency 
of  accepting  these  plans.  They  may  wish 
to  see  then^--|^^>y|n(3<^^f|y  from  vulgar 
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curiosity,  because  the  term  may  seem 
offensive,  but  from  interest  and  curiosity: 
but,  even  if  they  did  see  them,  nothing 
tthat  could   be  now  done  would  alter  the 
erection  of  these  buildings.     The  founda- 1 
tions,  as  my  noble  friend  says,  are  still  i 
'Open,   but    His    Majesty's  Gfovemment,  I 
having  received,  as  it  were,  the  general 
Jipproval  of  the  plans  which  were  laid 
before  them  two  years  ago,  do  not  see 


should  be  glad  to  accede  to  anything 
which  he  brings  before  your  Lordships' 
House. 

Lord   TWEEDMOUTH:    My  noble 
friend  has  made  a  most  excellent  and 
extremely  amusing  speech,   but  at  the 
same  time  I  think  he  has  hardly  tackled 
the  subject  that  has  been  raised  by  the 
noble  Lord  who  put  this  motion  on  the 
any  reason  why  they  should  go  to  an  |  Paper.      My    noble  friend  has  thrown 
•expense   of  something  like   £600  for  a  !  doubts  on  the  value  of  memorials ;  he  has 
plan  of  the  new  War  Office,  which  nobody  i 


who  is  responsible  for  the  erection  of  this 
building  asks  for.  Would  it  not  be  better 
that  you  should  see  the  buildings  them- 
:selves,  and  then  you  will  be  able  to 
judge. 


The  Earl 
ibe  too  late. 


OF  WEMYSS :   That  will 


denounced  Committees  of  the  House  of 
Commons ;  he  has  thrown  doubts  indeed 
on  architectural  authority.  Therefore, 
I  imagine  that  he  claims  a  sort  of  infalli- 
bility for  the  office  that  has  had  charge 
of  this  building,  and  that  is  responsible 
for  the  plan  which  is  about  to  be  worked 
upon.  It  seems  to  me  that  he  himself  in 
his  speech  shows  very  little  confidence  by 
the  conclusion  that  he  has  arrived  at 
the     department    for   which    he 


I  in 


IS 


♦The  Earl  of  PEMBROKE :  I  said 
'  nothing  I  hope  that  would  lead  the  noble 
,  Lord  to  that  conclusion. 


♦The  Earl  of  PEMBROKE :  If  this 
had  been  brought  forward  two  years  ago,  I  answering, 
before  these  contracts  had  been  arranged 
for  and  accepted,  it  would  be  a  different 
•question,  but  to  go  to  an  expense  of 
^mething  like  J&600  in  making  these 
models  at  the  present  time  I  do  not  think  | 

-could  be  justified.  My  noble  friend  has  Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :  It  seems  to 
referred  to  a  memorial  which  he  sent  I  me  that  if  we  are  justified  in  placing  such 
round,  and  which  he  asked  a  great  many  '  complete  confidence  in  the  plans  which 
noble  Lords  to  sign.  My  noble  friend —  i  have  been  produced  by  the  Office  of 
whom  I  always  looked  upon  as  my  god-  j  Works,  and  which  are  now  about  to  be 
father  in  the  House  of  Commons — has  |  brought  to  execution,  there  could  be  no 
•had  a  great  deal  of  experience  of  I  possible  objection  whatever  to  producing 
memorials  both  in  the  House  of  I  the  model  suggested,  because  supposing 
Commons  and  in  your  Lordships'  House.  I  the  fagade  of  this  building  is  to  be  so 
I  should  have  thought  that  he  knew  or  ;  magnificent  and  beautiful  and  satisfactory, 
realised,  I  will  not  say  what  little  value  !  nothing  could  be  so  convincing,  both  to  mv 
-attaches  to  memorials  drawn  up  in  that   noble  friend  and  to  the  public  in  general, 


sort  of  way^  but  how  very  dangerous  it  is 
for  anybody  to  sign  anything  in  the  form 
of  a  memorial  or  round-robin  in  either 
House  of  Parliament.  1  lay  that  down 
as  a  principle — I  have  always  carried  it 
out  myself.  But  if  it  is  dangerous  in 
^rdinary  cases,  how  much  more  dangerous 
is  it  in  the  case  of  the  noble  Lord,  whose 
extraordinary  persuasive  powers  would 
enable  him  to  induce  any  number  of  noble 
Lords  to  put  their  names  to  a  memorial 
•simply  out  of  respect  and  aflfection  for 
himself. 

My  Lords,  I  will  not  say  any  more 
'except  to  express  my  regret  that  the 
^ews  His  Majesty's  Government,  from 
the  points  of  common  sense  and  expedi- 
^cy,  are  not  in  harmony  with  those  of 
*he   noble  Lord,   because    personally  I 


as  to  see  a  model  of  this  magnificent 
building.  I  am  sure  nothing  would  con 
vince  the  public  of  the  qualities  of  the 
buildings  so  completely  as  to  see  them  in 
the  form  of  a  model,  and,  my  Lords,  I 
would  even  go  a  step  further.  Men  who 
have  undertaken  the  erection  of  a 
great  building  for  public  purposes 
have  not  merely  put  up  a  model, 
but  have  endeavoured  to  reproduce  the 
fagade  by  means  of  a  canvas  screen  put  up 
with  laths  at  the  back  of  it.  I  think  that, 
when  the  country  is  to  be  put  to  the 
enormous  expense  which  is  going  to  be 
involved  by  this  building,  it  would  only 
be  a  matter  of  precaution  to  ensure  that 
the  appearance  that  will  be  gained,  and 
the  eflfect  on  the  particular  site,  should  be 
judged  by  some  such  arrangement  as  this. 
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The  noble  Lord  says  that  the  cost  of  the 
model  would  be  £600.  £600  is  a  mere 
drop  in  the  ocean  to  the  cost  of  the  build- 
ing. And  I  think  that  by  producing 
something  of  the  sort  we  shoula  be  able 
to  arrive  at  a  much  more  satisfactory 
conclusion  with  regard  to  the  probable 
appearance  of  the  building,  and  its  efifect 
on  the  general  architecture  of  the  magni- 
ficent site  on  which  it  is  about  to  be 
placed.  For  my  pait  I  must  say  that  I 
am  inclined  to  support  my  noble  friend 
in  his  demand  for  a  model  to  be  pro- 
duced. 

♦Lord  STANMORE:  I  wish  to  say  a 
very  few  words  in  support  of  the  motion 
of  my  noble  friend,  and  I  do  so  because  I 
think  that  a  brief  example  of  the  manner 
in  which  a  model  will  show  people  exactly 
what  is  and  what  is  not  intended  to  be 
done,  and  on  the  other  hand  how  utterly 
misleading  mere  plans  may  be  in  the 
absence  of  a  model,  will  probably  tell 
more  and  say  more  on  my  noble  friend's 
side  than  a  long  argument  would  do. 

When  a  year  or  two  ago  this  subject 
was  previously  debated,  your  Lordships 
will  remember,  I  daresay,  that  the  noble 
Lord  who  was  at  that  time  at  the  head  of 
the  War  Office  spoke  strongly  against 
those  who  wished  to  see,  not  exactly 
Inigo  Jones's  design,  or  my  noble  friend's 
design,  but  some  modification  of  Inigo 
Jones's  design,  something  that  would  be 
in  keeping  with  the  Banqueting  House, 
which  was  to  be  joined  to  it.  My  noble 
friend  admitted  that  the  building  was 
very  beautiful,  and  that  Inico  Jones  was 
a  very  good  builder  of  palaces,  but  he 
said  "  we  want  public  offices  " — forgetting 
at  the  time  that  Whitehall  was  intended 
to  be  a  public  office  as  well  as  a  palace — 
and  he  went  on  to  say  that,  beautiful i  as 
it  was  as  a  palace,  it  was  not  fit  for  public 

^         He  said — 


**  There  are  huge  windows  running  through 
two  floors,  and  to  make  that  fit  for  an  office 
you  will  have  to  put  in  a  floor  halfway  up  the 
window ;  you  will  spoil  your  window  and  you 
will  spoil  your  roof. 

Very  good ;  but  if  the  noble  Lord  had 
seen  a  model  of  that  building,  and  not 
merely  a  drawing  of  the  fa9ade,  he  would 
have  formed  a  difierent  conclusion.  He 
looked  at  the  drawing  of  the  elevation, 
and  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that, 
because  there  were  big  windows  in  front 
of  the  house,  there  must  be  big  windows 
in    the    sides    of    the    house,   and    big. 

Lord  Tweedmouth, 


windows  at  the  back  of  the  house ;  but  if 
he  had  seen  a  model  he  would  kave  seen, 
or  might  have  seen,  that,  in  the  middle 
of  rthat  building,   in  the  front  face  of 
it,   there    was  a  noble  hall   which    ran 
up  through  two  storeys,  and  which  was 
lighted  by  those  great  windows,  and  that 
at  the  height  of  the  second  floor  of  that 
hall  i^-as  a  gallery  going  round  it  out  of 
which  the  diflferent  offices  opened.     His 
only  idea  of  a  public  office  seemed  to  be 
that  it  must  necessarily  consist  of  rooms 
opening    out    of    that  rabbit-warren  of 
passages,  small  tunnels,  gas-lit  and  dirty 
which    too    often    one    sees    in   public 
offices.     He  never  thought  of  the  pos- 
sibility of    doing  awa^    with   many  o£ 
those  passages,  and  having  a  great  amount 
of  light  and    space,  and  a  noble  room 
besides,  in  the  front  of  the  building.  That 
is  a  common  way  of  building  in  Italian 
palaces,  and  it  would  perfectly  have  suited 
the    building  in   question.      I  shall    be 
told,   "  Oh,  out  you  would  have  lost  a 
great  deal  of  space  in  that  way."    Yovd 
would  have  lost  some  space,  but  if  you 
come  to  work  it;  out  in  figures  you  will  be 
exceedingly  surprised  to  find  how  much, 
you  woula  have  saved  in  the  absence  of 
lobbies  and  passages  which    were  other- 
wise necessary.     There  would  have  been,. 
I  quite  admit,  a  loss  of  space,  but  a  loss  of 
space  altogether  inconsiderable  when  you 
have  as  your  object  the  building  of  a 
great  public  edifice,   which  is   to  be  a 
monument  of  the  taste  and  the  art  of  the, 
age,   and  to  endure  for  generations  to- 
I  come. 

That,  I  say,  is  an  instance  of  how  you 
may  be  deceived  by  a  drawing  where  you 
would  not  be  deceived  by  a  model,  and  1 
think  it  is  a  strong  point  in  favour  of 
models.  It  was  to  say  that  that  I  rose  ; 
but  there  is  another  point  which,  being 
on  my  legs,  I  should  like  to  dwell  upon 
also,  and  that  is  this,,  that  though  my 
noble  friend's  motion  is  limited — and  I 
regret  that  it  is  so  limited  —  to  this 
particular  building,,  he  has  told  you 
that  what  he  desires  to  emphasise,  and 
what  he  wishes  to  urge,  is  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  principle  that,  when 
we  are  erecting  great  public  buildings^ 
models  should  previously  be  prepared  of 
them.  That  is  the  principle  for  which  I 
support  his  motion,  and  for  which  I  shall 
cordially  go  with  him.  I  am  company 
tively  indifferent — not  indifferent,  bewuise 
I  think  it  is  a  lamentable  pity  that  the 
opportunity    should  have,  been  thrown 
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away  of  placing  a  magnificent  building  on 
this  site  instead  of  this  inoflfensive, 
common-place,  respectable  affair.  It  is 
much  more  important  that  the  general 
principle  should  be  laid  down,  that  when 
public  buildings  are  being  erected  by  the 
otate  a  model  of  them  should  be 
previously  prepared,  that  it  may  be 
seen  from  every  side  and  every  quarter 
what  they  look  like. 

*The  secretary  of  STATE    for 
FOREIGN^^   AFFAIRS    (The   Marquess 
of  Lansdowne)  :  My  Lords,  the  discus- 
sion that   has   taken  place  has,  I  think, 
raised   two  perfectly  distinct  questions, 
one  of  which  was  pointed  to  very  clearly  | 
by  the  remarks  of  the  noble  Lord  who  j 
has  just  sat  down.     We  have  to  consider  j 
whether,  as  a  general  rule,  it  is  desirable 
that  we  should   resort  to  procedure  by  j 
model,  as  advised  by  the  noble  Earl  on 
the  cross  benches,  and  in  the  second  place  j 
we  have  to  consider  whether  that  pro-  i 
cedure  is  appropriate  in  the  case  of  the  j 
new  public  buildings  now  under  construe- 1 
tion  opposite  the  Horse  Guards.  j 

With  regard  to  the  first  of  these  two  • 
propositions,  I  am  very  far  from  desiring  I 
to  dogmatise.  My  impression  is  that,  ! 
when  I  spoke  on  behalf  of  the  Office  of  | 
Works  on  this  matter  two  years  ago,  1 1 
was  informed  that  the  Chief  Commissioner 
desired  to  keep  a  perfectly  open  mind  , 
as  to  the  adoption  of  procedure  by  | 
model  in  the  case  of  any  other  large  ] 
public  buildings  which  might  hereafter  ' 
have  to  be  erected  on  important  sites.  | 
I  have  some  doubts  myself  whether 
a  model  does  always  give  you  a  perfectly  i 
clear  impression  of  the  effect  which  the  i 
building,  when  erected,  will  produce,  i 
Unless  it  is  a  model  of  colossal  size  i 
I  think  it  would  probably  fail  to  do  j 
so.  There  is  another  thing  which  is  | 
to  be  borne  in  mind — that,  unless  your  j 
model  includes  the  whole  neighbourhood,  t 
it  will  give  you  a  very  inaccurate  appre- 1 
ciation  of  the  appearance  of  the  building  | 
when  completed.  I  remember  citing  in  , 
regard  to  these  particular  buildings  those  i 
colossal  edifices  known,  I  believe,  as  | 
Whitehall  Court,  which  are  immediately  , 
to  the  rear  of  the  site  of  the  new  War 
Offices — buildings  for  the  construction  of 
which  His  Majesty^s  Government  is  not  | 
responsible — which  would  certainly  have  | 
the  effect  of  dwarfing  any  of  the  smaller 
buildings  placed  in  their  proximity.  But 
as  I  said  before,  I  do  not  desire  to  dogma- 1 


tise  on  that  point,  and  I  see  no  reason 
why  models  should  not  be  exhibited 
whenever  new  buildings  are  to  be  erected 
for  the  public  service. 

With  regard,  however,  to  resorting 
to  procedure  by  model  in  the  case  of 
these  buildings  which  are  now  in  pro- 
cess of  erection,  I  do  venture  to  hope 
that  your  Lordships'  House  will  not 
think  *  fit  to  support  the  noble  Earl 
on  the  cross  l>enches.  I  say  that 
because  I  think  nothing  would  bei 
more  unfortunate  than  that  the  long: 
delay  which  has  already  taken  place 
should  be  still  further  added  to  by  re- 
opening once  more  the  whole  question  of 
the  design  of  these  buildings.  The  design: 
of  the  new  buildings  was  adopted  upon, 
the  recommendations  of  the  Royal  Insti- 
tute of  British  Architects,  after  three 
very  leading  members  of  the  profeasiofv 
had  been  called  upon  to  advise  His. 
Majesty's  Government.  Their  plans  were 
examined  with  great  care,  they  were  pub- 
lished in  the  leading  professional  news- 
papers, and  I  believe  that  they  met  with, 
very  general  approval.  We  have  now 
made  a  beginning  with  their  construc- 
tion. I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  true: 
that  the  foundations  have  been  com- 
pleted ;  as  we  all  know,  the  underground- 
work  in  cases  of  this  kind  occupies  a  verjr 
considerable  portion  of  the  time.  If  the; 
matter  is  to  be  reopened  we  have  no* 
security  that  these  buildings  will  be  com- 
pleted at  all  in  the  near  future ;  and 
being  able  to  speak  with  some  know- 
ledge of  the  immense  inconveniences, 
to  which  the  War  Office  is  being  put  by* 
having  to  transact  its  business  in  no  less, 
than  eleven  buildings  scattered  over 
different  parts  of  London,  I  for  one 
earnestly  trust  that  further  delay  will  not. 
be  involved  by  the  adoption  of  the  noble. 
Earl's  proposals.  In  the  case  of  the 
model  to  which  the  noble  Earl  has. 
referred,  he  took  me  severely  to  task 
because  we  could  not  produce  Sir  Henry 
Layard's  old  model  of  the  official  buildings, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Westminster.. 
That  model  had  been  made  originally  of; 
perishable  materials — whether  of  card- 
board or  wood  I  am  not  able  to  say,  but  we 
were  certainly  unable  to  find  that  anything; 
beyond  a  few  pieces  of  it  still  survived. 
It  was  therefore  impossible  to  produce  it.. 
But,  whether  that  model  be  forthcoming; 
or  not,  I  earnestly  hope  that  we  shall 
adhere  to  the  designs  which  after  a  great, 
deal  of  consideration  have  been  adopted. 
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for    these   particular  buildings,    designs  1 
which  are  thoroughly   creditable  to  the 
architects,  and  which   will  form  a  very 
great  addition  to  the  architectural  beauty  i 
of  this  part  of  London.  '  ' 

The'  Earl  of  WEMYSS  :  My  Lords, , 
I  should  like  to  say  a  word  in  reply.    My  , 
noble  friend  Lord  Pembroke  said  that  in  ' 
the    letter    to    which    I    referred  from  I 
Professor  Aitchison,  he  had  only  "  inci-  l 
■dentally "  i*ef erred   to   this  question  of  1 
models.     Now  as  a  rule,  I  think  when 
one  is  writing  a  despatch  he  does  not  put  \ 
what  he  considers  to  be  incidental  in  the 
first  and  the  main  paragraph  of  his  letter.  | 
Apparently  one  of  the  main  objects  of  i 
which  Professor  Aitchison  wrote  was  this  ' 
question  of  models.     As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  foundations  have  not  been  completed 
— not  a  stone  or  brick  of  the  foundations 
has  been  laid — nothing  but  that  the  old 
.ground  has  been  prepared.      I  know  that 
for  a  fact,  because  I  had  it  from  the  con- 
tractor this   morning.      I  said  to    him, 
**  Cannot  you  put  any  building  on  that 
foundation  1 "  and  he  said,  "  Yes,  you  can." 
But  to  return  to  the  point  that  the  noble 
Marquess  made.      This  is  the   "  inciden- 
tal "  mention    of  models   by    Professor 
Aitchison,     He  says : — 

'*  I  dare  say  that  no  model  of  either  of  these 
.great  public  tnonuments  exist?.  I  believe 
that  all  the  princi{>al  buildings  of  the  world, 
-at  least  since  Justinian's  time,  were  built  from 
models,  and  by  the  precaution  taken  by  the 
Pope  to  ha^^e  a  model  made  we  have  now 
Michael  Angek)*8  dome  at  St.  Peter  s." 

The  Oflfice  of  Works — who  I  suppose 
prompt  my  noble  friend  the  Minister  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  and  also  my  noble  friend 
who  replied  to  me  to-night — at  one  time 
took  a  very  different  view  of  the  ques- 
tion of  models.     There  was  once  a  Mem- 
'ber  of  Parliament  who  held  the  office  of 
First   Commissioner    of    Works,    whose 
•opinion  upon  these  matters  anybody  who 
knows  anything  about  architecture  and 
art  would  be  inclined  to  take.      I  mean 
^ir  Henry  Layard.     I  had  a  communica- 1 
tion  with  Sir  Henry  Layard  upon   this  ! 
very  question  of  models.     I  said — "  What  I 
a  very  good  thing  it  would  be  if  you  had  • 
a  great  model  made  of  all   that  part   of  | 
London  which  you  are  likely  to  operate 
upon  for  building  public  offices,  then  when 
you  had  a  model  made  of  a  public  building 
it  could  be  made  to  scale  with  this  great 
model,  and  by  placing  the  one  on  the 
•other  you  would  be  able  to  judge  of  the 
cexact    effect."      It     appears    from    Mr. 
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Aitchison's  letter,  that  from  the  time  of 
Justinian  downwards,  everybody  who 
has  had  to  do  with  the  building  of  great 
edifices  has  adopted  the  procedure  by 
model.  Let  me  refer  for  a  moment  to 
the  case  of  the  Admiralty  buildings. 
We  wanted  years  ago  to  stop  what 
was  then  proposed  for  the  Admiralty 
buildings.  The  original  design  was  to 
have  a  tower  between  300  and  400  feet 
high  next  to  the  Horse  Guards.  A 
model  was  made,  and  we  tried  to  get  that 
model  produced.  It  turned  out  that  Mr. 
Ayrton  had  sent  it  to  the  East  End  or 
somewhere,  but  it  was  got  back,  and  the 
model  of  this  building  was  put  up  on  it. 
Well,  that  stopped  the  tower — it  looked 
so  absurd.  And  now  some  years  after- 
wards we  ask  for  this  model,  and  what 
do  we  hear  ?  We  are  told  it  is  broken 
up.  Why  1  Because  my  noble  friend 
Lord  Lansdowne  said  it  was  made  of 
perishable  material,  and  it  had  already 
had  the  life  of  an  ironclad.  But  Nelson's 
"Victory"  is  still  alive,  and  that  was 
made  of  wood.  Take  the  case  of  old 
houses.  I  know  not  as  to  Bo  wood,  but  in 
such  as  Haddon,  Hardwicke,  Hatfield,  we 
know  there  is  in  all  a  great  deal  of  panel- 
ling; there  is  a  ^reat  deal  of  panelling 
round  this  House ;  does  my  noble  friend 
think  that  it  is  perishable  material  and 
falling  off  the  walls  ?  Then  take  Gibbon's 
carving,  that  was  mostly  made  of  wood, 
and  is  still  fresh  and  sound.  My  noble 
friend,  I  have  no  doubt,  has  been  to 
Switzerland  ;  there  he  has  seen  numbers 
of  purely  wooden  houses,  exposed  to  all 
the  inclemencies  of  the  Swiss  climate, 
with  dates  of  1600  or  1700  on  them; 
so  that  to  talk  of  wood  as  being  a  perish- 
able material  is  all  nonsense. 

*The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE:  I 
simply  stated  the  fact  that  the  model 
had  ceased  to  exist. 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS :  Then  it  comes 
to  this  that  the  wood  used  by  the  Office 
of  Works  is  so  poor  and  rotten  that  it 
will  not  last  the  life  of  an  ironclad,  what- 
ever that  may  be. 

Now,  what  I  want  to  say  is  this.  My 
noble  friend  says  that  this  building  has 
been  approved  by  public  opinion.  I 
maintain  that  until  the  public  can  see  it 
in  model  the  public  are  unable  to  express 
an  opinion.  Whether  it  will  be  possible 
to  form  a  judgment  when  the  model  is 
made  I  do  not  know,  but  I  maintain  that 
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no  man  who  has  any  common  sense  in 
private  life  ever  builds  without  a  model  of 
almost   everything.     In    France,    where 
they  make  fewer  mistakes  than  we  do, 
they  adopted  this  principle,  and  I  would 
remind  the  noble  Lords  that  they  do  not 
have  Admiralties  erected  there.     I  refer 
to  the  Admiralty  because  that  is  one  of  { 
the  most  deplorable  buildings  ever  seen  in  \ 
this  country,  and  you  have  thrown  away  i 
^ne  of  the  best  sites.     You  had,  opposite,  ' 
the   Treasury   building,    that    beautiful  | 
pedimented  building  ;  all  you  had  to  do  ' 
was  to    put    up  a    similar  building  on 
the   other   side.     Instead    of  that  you ' 
put  this  God-forsaken,  nondescript  thing,  ! 
which  is  a  disgrace  to  London.     As  my  ' 
noble  friend    speaks   for   the   Office   of 
Works  I  want  to  ask  about  the  Admiralty.  ! 
What  is  this  hoarding  that  is  put  in  front 
of  it  ?     Is  the  whole  of  that  garden  to  be  | 
built  in  1     Nobody  knows ;   nobody  has  i 


seen  the  plans.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  House  of  Commons  Committee  have 
seen  them,  but  I  do  not  see  why  the 
Lords  shoiild  not  put  an  oar  in  as  well  as 
the  Commons.  At  any  rate,  I  cite  the 
case  of  the  Admiralty  buildings — at 
which  my  noble  friend  turns  up  the  whites 
of  his  eyes  and  holds  up  his  hands  with 
horror — I  cite  it  in  proof  of  the  result  of 
not  doing  what  you  are  asked  in  common 
sense  to  do  now,  and  what,  according  to 
Professor  Aitchison,  has  been  done  in  the 
case  of  all  the  best  buildings  since  the 
time  of  Justinian.  The  Government  are 
apparently  so  confident  of  their  own  views 
of  architecture  that  they  will  hear  of 
none  of  these  things,  and  will  not  give  the 
nation  a  chance  of  knowing  what  they 
will  have  to  pay  for. 

On  Question,  their  Lordships  divided. 
Contents,  41 ;  Non-Contents,  20. 
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BROAD  SANCTUARY,  WESTMINSTER- 
OPENING  OF  ENCLOSURE  TO  THE 
PUBLIC. 

The  Earl  of  MEATH  :  My  Lords,  I 
rise  to  ask  His  Majesty's  Government 
whether  the  Commissioners  of  His 
Majesty's  Works  and  Public  Buildings 
would  open  to  the  public,  and  furnish  with  | 
«eats  under  or  around  the  trees  therein,  a  | 
portion  of  the  enclosure  in  Broad 
Sanctuary  which   lies  to  the  south    of 


Canning's  statue.  This  enclosure  is  one 
which  is  well  known  to  your  Lordships, 
for  you  can  never  come  to  this  House 
without  passing  by  it.  It  is  a  small  en- 
closure in  which  is  situated  the  statue  of 
the  famous  statesman  Canning.  The 
desire  of  myself  and  those  who  feel  with 
me  is,  not  that  the  whole  of  this  en- 
clo!(ure  should  be  thrown  open  to  the 
public,  but  only  a  very  small  portion  of 
it,  namely,  that  portion  of  tAe  ^  enclosure 
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which  faces  the  Abbey.  In  this  enclosure 
there  are  very  fine  large  trees  and  some 
grass  which  need  not  be  in  the  least 
injured  by  the  public  if  they  are  admitted 
to  this  small  portion  to  which  I  have 
alluded.  I  think  there  are  some  houses 
which  have  rights  over  a  certain  portion 
of  this  enclosure,  and  I  believe  that  His 
Majesty's  Government  are  bound  in  some 
way  or  other  not  to  interfere  with  the 
privacy  and  the  amenities  of  the  tenants 
of  those  houses,  but  the  throwing  open  of 
the  portion  to  which  I  refer  will  not  in 
the  least  interfere  with  those  rights. 

My  Lords,  this  may  appear  a  very 
small  matter,  and  so  it  is  to  a  certain 
extent ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  this  little 
place  is  in  the  very  centre  of  one  of  the 
most  interesting  and  historic  positions  in 
the  kingdom.  It  is  the  Mecca,  we*  may 
say,  of  all  the  educated  subjects  of  His 
Majesty  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 
They  all  flock  to  see  that  venerable  and 
ancient  abbey  with  its  historic  associa- 
tions, and  that  even  more  ancient  church 
of  St.  Margaret's,  with  which  Parliament 
is  so  closely  connected,  and  to  get  the 
best  view  obtainable  of  the  Houses  of 
Parliament  and  the  river  in  the  distance. 
There  is  a  large  traffic  passing  to  and  fro 
post  the  Houses  of  Parliament,  past  the 
site  upon  which  we  have  latefy  been 
voting,  and  it  is  not  possible  at  present 
for  visitors  to  quietly  enjoy  the  architec- 
tural beauties  and  interesting  associations 
around  them.  There  are  a  few  seats  in 
the  centre  of  a  very  stiff  garden  which  is 
to  be  found  just  opposite  this  site,  but 
upon  a  hot  day,  such  as  we  are  having 
now,  there  is  absolutely  no  shade.  My 
hope  and  desire  is  that  His  Majesty's 
Government  will  allow  a  few  seats  to  be 
placed  under  ihe  shady  trees  which  are 
to  be  found  in  this  enclosure.  Some 
years  ago  I  drew  the  attention  of  the 
Government  to  this  very  spot,  but  in  a 
most  extraordinary  way  they  seem  to 
have  entirely  misunderstood  the  whole 
purport  of  my  question  and  the  desire  of 
those  who  feel  with  me.  Because  Can- 
ning's statue  was  mentioned,  it  seemed  to 
be  the  idea  of  Government  that  the  wish 
of  those  who  spoke  through  me  was  that 
Canning's  statue  should  be  taken  out  of 
the  garden  and  thrown  into  the  roadway. 
They  threw  back  the  railing  by  placing  it 
some  four  feet  at  the  back  of  the  statue, 
with  the  natural  result,  as  anybody  would 
have  perceived,  that  it  became  a  public 
nuisance  because   there    was    a  certain 

The  Earl  of  Meath. 


small  space  open  to  the  public  and  hidden 
from  the  public  view.  My  hope  to-day  is. 
that  a  common-sense  view  will  be  taken 
of  this  matter  by  the  Government  My 
noble  friend,  who  has  just  carried  the 
House  by  a  very  large  majority  in  favour 
of  a  similar  question,  has  said  something, 
which  I  am  not  going  to  repeat,  not  very 
complimentary  to  the  common  sense  of 
some  portions  of  the  Government ;  but  I 
do  say  this,  that  to  throw  Canning's 
statue  into  the  street  is  a  most  extra- 
ordinary act,  and  one  that  no  one  with 
common  sense  could  have  been  guilty  of^ 
It  is  perfectly  clear,  I  hope,  that  I  do  not 
wish  that  done.  What  I  am  suggesting 
is  not  that  the  statue  should  be  interfered 
with  in  the  smallest  degree,  but  there  is 
absolutely  no  reason,  so  far  as  I  can  see,, 
why  seats  should  not  be  placed  in  a  por- 
tion of  that  enclosure,  and  those  who  visit, 
these  famous  spots  should  be  able  to  sit 
there  in  peace  and  comfort  and  quiet,  and 
enjoy  the  beauties,  and  think  over  the 
historic  associations  connected  with  all 
that  is  around  them.  I  trust  that  His 
Majesty's  Government  will  consent  ta 
something  of  this  sort. 

Before  I  sit  down  I  should  like  tcr 
express  the  hope  that  His  Majesty's 
Government  will  not  leave  it  to  private 
individuals  always  to  suggest  these  im- 
provements. We  pay  officials  and  we 
place  in  authority  persons  in  whom  we 
believe.  It  is  their  duty  to  think  over 
how  to  improve  the  metropolis,  and  to  do 
what  they  can  to  help  the  comfort  and 
facilitate  the  amenities  of  His  Majesty's- 
subjects,  and  that  it  should  be  left  to 
individuals,  as  it  always  is,  to  suggest 
these  improvements,  is  not,  I  think,  com- 
plimentary to  those  who  are  placed  in 
authority  over  us. 

♦The  Earl  of  PEMBROKE :  In  reply 
to  the  noble  Lord,  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to- 
say  that  the  First  Commissioner  of  Worl» 
is  disposed  to  view  this  suggestion  favour- 
ably, and  will  endeavour  to  give  effect  to 
it,  but  he  desires  to  reserve  to  himself 
some  liberty  as  to  the  details  of  the 
arrangement  which  the  noble  Lord  has,. 
I  think,  incidentally  referred  to.  There 
are  some  difficulties  with  respect  to  the^ 
rights  of  the  owners  of  houses,  and  also 
as  to  the  time  when  the  change  can  be 
introduced,  as  some  expenditure  will  bo- 
necessary,  for  which  provision  will  have^ 
to  be  made.  That  is  the  answer  of  tb& 
First    Commissioner   of.  Works,  and   i 
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know  from  my  own  personal  observation 
that  if  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
<»n  see  his  way  to  carry  out  this  sugges- 
tion he  will  be  very  glad  to  do  so. 


Earl  SPENCER:  There  is  another 
matter  that  I  should  just  like  to  refer  to. 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  noble  Earl  has 
noticed  lately  when  he  has  been  passing 
this  place  that  the  great  trees  in  this 
•enclosure  have  grown  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  statue  of  Canning  is  almost  dis- 
appearing from  view.  People  sometimes 
are  very  much  afraid  of  cutting  down 
trees,  but  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  cutting 
down  one  or  two  trees  there  would  not 
improve  the  trees  which  remain  and  also  ' 
bring  forward  again  the  statue,  which 
now  is  rapidly  becoming  invisible. 

*The  Earl  of  PEMBROKE:  This 
question  arose  last  session,  I  think,  and  I 
immediately  communicated  with  my  right 
hon.  friend,  and  the  trees  were  trimmed 
at  once.  I  think  it  is  a  question  that 
should  not  be  decided  hastily  as  to 
•whether  the  practice  of  trimming  the 
trees  should  be  continued  or  whether  the 
trees  should  be  cut  down.  You  can  cut 
down  a  tree  easily  but  you  cannot  put  it 
back  again.  I  thank  the  noble  Lorcl  who 
introduced  this  question  just  now  would 
be  very  sorry  to  see  any  of  these  trees 
taken  away  altogether ;  the  very  thing  i 
the  public  want  most  is  a  little  shade  here.  | 
However,  I  will  communicate  with  my 
right  hon.  friend,  and  have  the  trees 
trimmed  at  once. 

The  Earl  of  MEATH  :  I  thank  His 
Majesty's  Government  for  their  favour- 
able answer,  and  I  quite  feel  with  the 
noble  Lord  who  has  just  sat  down  that  it 
would  be  a  pity  to  cut  the  trees 
•down.  I  should  also  express  the 
hope  that  great  care  will  be 
taken  if  any  are  lopped.  Lopping 
is  absolutely  necessary  in  some  cases,  but 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  a  great  many  of 
the  authorities  in  this  J  metropolis — I  do 
.  not  allude  to  the  Government — lop  in  the 
most  unscientific  manner,  with  the  result 
that  the  trees  are  spoilt  permanently.  I 
thank  the  Grovemment  for  their  favour- 
able reply. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  be- 
fore Six  of  the  clock,  to 
Thursday  next,  half -past  Ten 
of  the  clock. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


BURY  CORPORATION   BILL. 
Lords'   Amendments   considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

BIDEFORD   AND  CLOVELLY  RAILWAY 
(ABANDONMENT)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with- 
out amendment. 

CHESTERFIELD     IMPROVEMENT     BILL 

[Lords]. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
Amendments. 

LONDON,     BRIGHTON,      AND     SOUTH 
COAST  RAILWAY   BILL  [Lords]. 

King's  consent  signified ;  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amend- 
ments. 

LYNTON  AND  BARNSTAPLE   RAILWAY 
BILL    Lords]  [not  abiended]. 

Considered ;  to  be  read  the  third  time^ 

PIER    AND   HARBOUR     PROVISIONAL. 
ORDERS  (Na  3)  BILL  [Lords].  (By  Order.) 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

PORTMADOC,  BEDDGELERT,  AND  SOUTH 
SNOWDON  RAILWAY  BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported,  with  Amendments  ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

ALBION  STEAM  COAL    COMPANY   BILL 
[Lords]. 

Reported,  with  an  Amendment ;  Re- 
port to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

WORCESTER  TRAMWAYS    BILL  [Lords]. 
Reported,  with  an  Amendment ;    Re 
port  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

ELLAND    GAS     BILL   [Lords]. 
Reported,  with  Amendments  ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

FRESHWATER,  YARMOUTH,  AND  NEW- 
PORT    RAILWAY     BILL    [Lords]. 

Reported,  without  amendment;  Re- 
port to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 
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LEEDS    CHURCHES    BILL   [Lords]. 
Reported,  with  Amendments  ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SOUTH    ESSEX  WATER    BILL   [Lords]. 
Reported,  with  Amendments  ;  Report 
to  Ue  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

STANDING  ORDERS. 
Reso  ution  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee, "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Local 
Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7) 
Bill,  no  Standing  Orders  not  previously 
inquired  into  are  applicable." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

LOCAL     GOVERNMENT     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  7)  BILL. 

Report  [this  day]  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Standing  Orders  read. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  considered,  as 
amended  to-morrow. — {Mr.  Grant  Lavy 
son,) 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to  Barry  Rail- 
way Bill  without  amendment. 

That  they  have  agreed  to,  Swanage 
Gas  and  Water  Bill ;  Bingley  Urban 
District  Council  Bill ;  Derbyshire  and 
Nottinghamshire  Electric  Power  Bill ; 
Great  Western  Railway  Bill ;  Kingston- 
upon-Hull  Corporation  Bill ;  Shannon 
Water  and  Electric  Power  Bill;  Eccles 
Corporation   Bil ,  w.th   Amendments. 

That  they  have  agreed  to  Amendments 
to  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  2)  Bill  [Lords],  without  amendment. 


PETITIONS 


ALKALI,     ETC.,    WORKS    REGULATION 
I  BILL. 

Petition   from   Liverpool,   in   favour ; 
to]lie  upon  the  Table. 

EDUCATION  (So.  2)  BILL. 
Petition  from  SheflSeld,  for  alteration*"; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY    BILL. 

*    Five  Petitions  form  Bradford  (Yorks.), 
in  favour  :  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS   TO 
CHILDREN     BllJi. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Westminster  ;: 
Bredhurst ;  Englefield  Green  (three) ; 
Colchester  ;  Bradford  (four);  and  Hebden 
Bridge  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SOVEREIGN'S  OATH  ON  ACCESSION 
BILL. 

Petitions  against,  from  Stirling ; 
Netheravon  ;  and  Clifton  ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 


VACCINATION      PROSECUTIONS     BILL. 
Petitions  in  favour,  from  Trowbridge  ^ 
and  Melksham  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

YOUTHFUL    OFFENDERS    BILL. 
Petition  of  Royal,  Parliamentary,  and 
Police  Burghs  of  Scdtland,  for  alteration  ;. 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,    REPORTS,    ETC, 


LAND  LAW  (IRELAND)  ACT,  1887  (EVIC- 
TION NOTICESV 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  Eviction 
Notices  filed  during  the  quarter  ended 
30th  June,  1901  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

BOARD  OF  TRADE  (LABOUR    DEPART- 
MENT) (CHANGES  IN  WAGES,  ETC.) 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  and  Statis- 
tical Tables  relating  to  changes  in  rates- 
of  wages  and  hours  of  labour  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  1900  [by  Command];, 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

STRIKES  AND  LOCK-OUTS. 
Copy  presented,  of  Report  by  the  Chief 
Labour  Correspondent  on  the  Strikes 
and  Lock-outs  of  1900,  with  Statistical 
Tables  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

SEWAGE    DISPOSAL     (ROYAL   COMMIS- 
SION). 

Copy  presented,  of  Interim  Report  of 
the  Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire 
and  report  what  methods  of  Treating 
and  Disposing  of  Sewage  may  properly 
be  adopted,  with  volume  of  M  nutes  of 
Evidence,  Index,  and  Appendices  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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SOUTH    AFRICAN     WAR—THE    SOUTH 
AFRICAN  CONSTABULARY. 

Sir  JOHN  KENNAWAY  (Devonshire, 
Honiton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  whether  the 
members  of  the  South  African  Consta- 
bukry  who  are  at  present  performing 
duties  outside  the  scope  of  their  enlist- 
ment (such  as  guarding  forts,  drifts,  and 
passes)  may  be  allowed  to  return  to  their 
proper  work  of  policing  the  towns,  which 
is  now  being  done  by  members  of  the 
regular  army ;  whether  the  South 
African  Constabulary  can  be  provided 
with  proper  equipment,  and  especially 
with  warmer  clothing  for  the  cold 
weather ;  and  whether  arrangements 
can  be  made  to  allow  the  wives  of  married 
members  of  the  South  African  Consta- 
bulary to  join  their  husband?  in  South 
Africa  immediately,  or,  failing  this,  to 
allow  to  the  wives  of  married  members 
of  the  South  African  Constabulary, 
while  still  remaining  in  England,  the 
pay,  at  the  rate  of  3s.  per  day,  to  which 
they  would  become  entitled  if  they  were 
allowed  to  join  their  husbands  in  South 
Africa. 

The  secretary   of  STATE   for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,    W.) :     The    policing    of 
towns  is  not  the  only  proper  work  of  the 
South  African  Constabulary.    The  Con- 
stabulary were  enlisted  for  the   main- 
tenance of  order  and  pubHc  security  in 
the  Orange  River  Colony  and  the  Trans- 
vaal, and  to  act  as  a  military  force  in 
time  of  war,  which  now  exists.      I  have 
recently      communicated      with      Lord 
Kit<ihener    and   Major  -  General    Baden 
Powell  with  regard  to  clothing  for  the 
Constabulary,  and  they  inform  me  that 
all  the  demands  of  the  Constabulary  can 
be  met  by  the  Ordnance  Department 
locally.    The  time  for  wives  and  families 
of  married  men  to  join  their  husbands 
must  be  fixed  by  the   High   Commis- 
sioner and  the  Inspector  General,  with 
due  regard  to  miUtary  necessities,  and  I 
do  not  propose  to  interfere  with  their 
discretion  in  the  matter.     In  answer  to 
the  last  question,  I  am  informed  by  the 
Inspector  General  that  an  allotment  of 
pay  should  make  a  separation  allowance 
unnecessary. 


LORD  KITCHENER'S  DEMAND  FOR 

REINFORCEMENTS  OF  MOUNTED 

TROOPS. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  (Donegal,  S.)  i 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  Lord  Kitchener  has  re- 
quested that  he  should  be  supplied  with 
a  number  of  mounted  men ;  and,  if  so, 
can  he  state  at  what  date  Lord  Kitchener 
made  this  request,  what  number  of 
mounted  men  he  specified  to  be  necessary,, 
and  what  the  reply  of  the  Government 
has  been. 

The   SECRETARY   of   STATE   for 
WAR   (Mr.    Brodrick,    Surrey,    Guild- 
ford) :    I  have  nothing  to  add  to  the 
reply  which  I  gave  the  hon.  Member  on. 
the  27th  June.t 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  These  are- 
the  reinforcements  asked  for  in  April.. 
Has  Lord  Kitchener  asked  for  any  fresh 
reinforcements  1  i 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  I  gave  the  hon. 
Member  full  details  on  27th  June. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  Have  any, 
fresh  transactions  occurred  ? 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  right  hon.. 
Gentleman  has  said  that  he  has  nothing 
to  add  to  his  former  reply. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  :  He  has  not . 
answered  the  question. 

*Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  I 

MILITIA  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  :  I  beg  to^ 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  can  state  how  many  regi- 
ments of  the  Militia  volunteered  for 
active  service  and  were  sent  to  South 
Africa  in  the  months  of  February  and 
March,  1 900 ;  whether  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  fact  that  the  last 
regiment  of  Militia  which  was  sent  to 
South  Africa  arrived  there  at  the  end  of 
March,  1900  ;  can  he  say  how  many 
regiments  of  Militia  have  been  sent  home 
and  how  many  regiments  are  at  present 
under  orders  for  home,  and  why,  when 
the  other  irregular  troops — Yeomanry,, 

t  See  preceding  volume,  Mtge  66. 
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English  and  Colonial  Volunteers — have 
heen  sent  or  are  being  sent  home,  and 
when  South  African  Volunteers  have 
been  allowed  to  take  their  discharge, 
the  Militia  are  detained  in  South  Africa. 

Mb.  BRODRICK  :  Thirty-one  Militia 
battalions  volunteered  and  proceeded 
to  South  Africa  (including  St.  Helena) 
between  11th  January  and  Slst  March, 
1900.  Since  2nd  March,  1901,  ten 
battalions  have  proceeded  in  relief  of  a 
similar  number,  of  which  four  have 
returned,  four  are  on  their  way  home, 
und  two  are  under  orders  to  leave.  The 
Imperial  Yeomanry,  English  Volunteers, 
^nd  most  of  the  colonial  corps  which 
have  been  disbanded  have  been  replaced 
by  others.  The  remainder  of  the  Militia 
will  return  as  soon  as  Lord  Kitchener 
'can  spare  their  services. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  :     And  how 
many  battalions  are  at  present  out  there  1 

Mb.  BRODRICK  :   The  same  number 
as  went  out — thirty-one. 


VLAKFONTEIN  —  ALLEGED  OUTRAGE 
OF  RULES  OF  WAR  BY  SERGEANT 
FISHER. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) : 
]I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  is  aware  that  Sergeant 
Fisher,  of  the  69th  (Sussex)  Company, 
stated  that,  his  horse  having  been  shot 
.during  the  combat  at  Vlakfontein,  he 
'took  refuge  behind  some  rocks  when  a 
Boer  told  him  to  hold  up  his  hands ; 
that  on  this  he  placed  his  carbine  on  the 
rocks,  when  the  Boer  approached  him 
and  told  him  to  give  up  his  belt  and 
ammunition  he  shot  the  Boer  with 
^  revolver ;  and  whether  he  will  bring 
this  matter  to  the  knowledge  of  Lord 
Kitchener  with  a  view  to  the  punishment 
of  the  sergeant  if  he  acted  as  he  stated. 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  No,  Sir.  I  am 
not  aware  of  any  such  statement,  nor  am 
I  prepared  to  consider  it  unless  supported 
by  further  testimony. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  :   What  does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  mean  by  **  further 
testimony  *'  1     Does   he   mean   whether 
tthe  man  wrote  the  letter  or  not  ? 


Mr.  BRODRICK:  Unless  there  is 
some  official  confirmation  of  the  circum- 
stance I  do  not  intend  to  take  notice  of  it. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE :  Was  there  official 
confirmation  that  English  wounded 
soldiers  were  murdered  by  the  Boers 
before  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  com- 
municated with  Lord  Kitchener  on  the 
subject  ? 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order  ! 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  :  Is  this  man 
Fisher,  who,  according  to  his  own  ac- 
count, has  been  guilty  of  a  foul  murder, 
to  be  dealt  with  1 

*Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  ! 

CONDUCT   OF   THE  WAR—NEWSPAPER 
RUMOURS. 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  (Old- 
ham) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  a  question  of  which  I  have 
given  him  private  notice,  namely, whether 
there  is  any  foundation  for  the  report 
in  the  newspapers  that  large  numbers 
of  infantry  are  to  be  sent  home  from 
South  Africa ;  whether  lines  of  com- 
munication now  held  by  His  Majesty's 
forces  are  to  be  given  up  ;  whether  the 
methods  of  conducting  the  war  are  to 
be  modified  or  altered  in  any  degree; 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  is  in  a  position 
to  make  any  statement  to  the  House. 

Mr.  BRODRICK :  I  have  only  seen 
the  report  referred  to  in  one  newspaper. 
The  report  is  wholly  unfounded,  and  it  is 
also  inaccurate.  I  am  not  in  a  position 
to  make  any  statement. 

DENTAL   ATTENDANCE  FOR  SOLDIERS 
ON  ACTIVE  SERVICE. 

Colonel  BROOKFIELD  (Sus8ex,Rye): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  the  attention  of  the  mihtary 
authorities  has  been  called  to  the  amount 
of  suffering  caused  in  the  South  African 
field  force  by  the  diseased  and  neglected 
condition  of  the  soldiers'  t^eth  ;  whether 
he  can  state  what  arrangements  are  at 
present  made  for  providing  dental 
surgical  attendance  for  the  field  force, 
and  whether  the  number  of  dental 
surgeons  now  employed  has  been  reported 
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as  adequate  ;  whether  this  subject  is 
included  in  the  matters  now  under 
consideration  by  the  Committee  which 
is  to  report  on  the  Royal  Army  Medical 
Corps ;  and  whether  the  Government,  in 
view  of  the  importance  of  the  whole 
question  in  time  of  peace  as  well  as  in 
time  of  war,  are  giving  it  their  serious 
attention. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  The  question  of 
providing  dental  surgical  attendance 
for  the  troops  in  South  Africa  has  been 
and  is  receiving  careful  attention,  and 
four  dentists  were  despatched  thither 
on  the  1 7th  June.  In  addition,  a  number 
of  refugee  dentists  have  been  employed 
with  the  troops. 

SPION  KOP— GRAVES  OF  BRITISH 
SOLDIERS. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  :  I  beg  to  a^k 
the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office 
whether  he  has  any  official  information 
to  the  effect  that  at  Spion  Kop,  in  Decem- 
ber last,  the  bodies  of  the  British  soldiers 
who  had  fallen  in  the  Spion  Kop  battle 
were  then  scarcely  covered,  that  it  was 
possible  in  many  cases  to  see  the  limbs  of 
men  who  had  been  buried  in  this  way, 
and  that  in  other  cases  the  movement  of 
stones  would  expose  the  whole  body. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Lord  Stanley, 
Lancashire,  Westhoughton) :  No,  Sir.  I 
have  no  information  to  this  effect,  but 
as  this  is  a  question  which  interests  a 
good  many  people,  perhaps  I  may  say 
that  of  course  at  first  the  bodies  were 
hastily  buried,  but  after  the  relief  of 
Ladysmith  Sir  Redvers  BuUer  sent  out 
an  officer  and  party  especially  to  properly 
bury  all  the  bodies.  This  officer  is  now 
in  England,  and  reports  that  the  work 
was  thoroughly  carried  out.  I  was 
personally  over  the  whole  ground  in  the 
first  week  in  December,  and,  as  I  have 
told  the  hon.  Member,  I  believe  there  was 
absolutely  nothing  that  would  give  rise 
to  the  idea  as  to  the  bodies  being  im- 
properly buried.  I  have  since  seen 
General  Ian  Hamilton  and  another 
officer,  and  asked  them  for  their  im- 
pressions, which  coincide  with  mine. 
Having  therefore  been  over  the  ground, 
I  can  say  that  there  is  no  reason  for 
saying  that  the  bodies  are  improperly 
buried. 
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Me.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  WiU  the 
noble  Lord  permit  me  to  lay  before  him 
the  diary  of  James  Marshall,  taken  on 
the  spot,  and  written  on  December  9,  on 
which  I  base  my  information  1  I  believe 
he  says  what  is  true. 

Lord  STANLEY :  The  hon.  Member 
may  believe  what  the  gentleman  says, 
but  I  cannot  help  believing  my  own  eyes. 

WARRANT  OFFICERS- GOOD  CONDUCT 
MEDALS. 

General  LAURIE  (Pembroke  and 
Haverfordwest) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether  he  is 
now  prepared  to  reconsider  the  case  of 
warrant  officers  who  have  attained 
that  rank  before  the  completion  of 
eighteen  years  service,  and  who  at  present 
do  not  receive  the  good  conduct  medal 
which  is  bestowed  on  non-commissioned 
officers  who  have  served  eighteen  years 
and  whose  conduct  has  been  exemplary, 
and  who  on  obtaining  warrant  rank 
at  a  later  period  retain  this  medal ;  and 
whether  he  will  take  steps  to  secure  to 
a  warrant  officer  promoted  early  in  his 
service  the  distinction  awarded  to  the 
soldier  who  is  promoted  later  in  his  term 
of  service. 

Lord  STANLEY:  The  grant  of 
warrant  rank  is  considered  a  testimony 
of  good  service  and  good  conduct  superior 
to  any  evidence  afforded  by  a  good  service 
medal.  It  is  not  therefore  proposed  to 
make  the  change  suggested. 

MALTA— RESERVE  STOCKS  IN  GOVERN 
MENT  GRANARIES. 

Mr.  ALLEN  (Gloucestershire,  Stroud): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admi- 
ralty whether,  having  regard  to  the 
fact  that  the  civil  population  of  Malta, 
including  women  and  children,  is  approxi- 
mately 180,000,  he  can  state  what  is  the 
minimum  stock  of  reserve  grain  always 
maintained  in  Government  granaries 
for  such  population. 

Lord  STANLEY  :  No,  Sir.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  publish  information  of  this 
nature. 

MEDITERRANEAN    FLEET— AUXILL 
ARIES. 

Mr.  ALLEN :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty  whether  it  is  the 
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intention  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
to  provide  auxiliaries  for  the  Mediter- 
ranean Fleet ;  and,  if  so,  whether  it  is 
their  intention  to  purchase  the  neces- 
sary auxiliaries  required  from  private 
sources. 

The  secretary  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Arnold-Forster,  Belfast, 
W.) :  As  already  stated,  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Admiralty  to  provide  a  hospital 
ship,  a  torpedo  depot  ship,  a  repairing 
ship,  a  distilling  ship,  and  a  number  of 
additional  coaling  craft  for  service  with 
the  Fleet.  Some  of  those  vessels  will  be 
placed  in  the  Mediterranean.  Experience 
will  show  to  what  extent  it  will  be  desir- 
able to  procure  additional  ships  of  the 
respective  natures  referred  to,  and 
whether  they  can  be  purchased  or  built 
with  the  greatest  advantage. 

MEDITERRANEAN    FLEET— MAIL 
DELAYS. 

Mr.  HARMSWORTH  (Caithness) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether,  during  the  recent  stay  of  the 
Mediterranean  Fleet  at  Gibraltar,  the 
letters  for  the  fleet  were  undelivered 
for  a  period  of  nearly  a  week  ;  and,  if  so, 
will  he  give  the  name  of  the  officer  re- 
sponsible tor  this  neglect. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  The  delay 
in  the  mails  was  due  to  the  alteration  in 
the  date  of  the  fleet  leaving  Gibraltar, 
which  was  postponed  from  29th  June  to 
9th  July. 

INDIAN  FRONTIER  TROUBLE— ATTACK 
ON  JANDOLA  POST. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  he  has  received 
any  official  information  as  to  an  attack 
made  on  the  10th  instant  upon  a  guard 
of  the  45th  Sikhs  by  Mahsuds  near  the 
Jandola  post. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
EaUng) :  The  answer  is  in  the  affirmative. 
The  occurrence  took  place  within  half 
a  mile  of  Jandola  post.  A  guard  of  four 
sepoys,  of  whom  only  two  were  armed, 
were  attacked  by  about  thirty  tribesmen  . 
two  sepoys  were  killed,  and  one  was  mor' 


tally  wounded.  Two  rifles  and  some  am- 
munition were  carried  off.  The  tribes- 
men are  being  pursued,  but  at  present 
only  a  portion  of  the  ammunition  has  been 
recovered. 

RAILWAYS  IN  BOMBAY  PRESIDENCY. 
Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee) :  On  behalf  of  my  colleague  the 
Member  for  Dundee,  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  a  line  of 
railway  which  has  been  surveyed  through 
the  territory  of  the  Rao  of  (5utch  which 
would  hnk  up  Gujirat,  Cathiawar,  Cutch, 
and  Scinde  by  a  system  of  railwa\^, 
faciUtating  communication  in  the  presi- 
dency, developing  local  industry  in  the 
coal  and  metal  mines,  and  diminishing 
the  risks  of  famine,  besides  having  strate- 
gical advantages  ;  and  seeing  that  memo- 
rials in  favour  of  this  hne  have  been 
addressed  to  the  Viceroy  and  (Jovem- 
ment  of  India  on  behalf  of  the  population, 
and  from  theCutchi  residents  in  Bombay, 
praying  for  the  construction  of  this  line 
as  part  of  the  Bombay-Scinde  Railway 
scheme,  can  he  state  why  the  line  has 
been  placed  so  low  down  as  17th  on  the 
Kst  of  new  hnes  to  be  undertaken  when 
funds  can  be  found  ;  whether  the  oppo- 
sition of  the  Rao  of  Cutch  has  had  any 
influence  in  the  matter,  and  whether 
there  is  a  prospect  of  the  construction 
of  the  line  being  expedited. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  The  import" 
ance  of  estabHshing  a  more  direct  railway 
communication  between  Bombay  and 
Scinde  than  that  which  at  present  exists 
is  fully  admitted  ;  but  there  are  railway 
projects  of  greater  urgency  awaiting 
execution,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  set 
them  aside  in  favour  of  the  scheme  re- 
ferred to,  which  only  promises  a  return 
of  2  per  cent,  upon  the  cost  of  its  con- 
struction. The  views  of  the  Rao  of 
Cutch  have  received  due  consideration, 
but  the  reason  why  the  line  is  low  down 
in  the  list  is  what  I  have  stated. 

ROYAL  VISIT  TO  NEW  ZEALAND- 
TABLE  OF  PRECEDENCE. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  (Orkney 
and  Shetland) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  CJolonies,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  a  new  Table  of  Precedence  ha^ 
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been  brought  into  operation  in  New 
Zealand  by  local  executive  action,  and 
seeing  that  this  is  a  departure  from  the 
usual  custom  of  dealing  with  such 
matters  either  hy  local  statute  or  by 
tables  settled  in  conference  with  the 
Home  Government,  whether  he  can 
state  by  what  authority  this  step  has 
been  taken. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  had  been 
for  some  time  in  correspondence  with  the 
Governor  of  New  Zealand  respecting  the 
order  of  precedence  in  that  colony,  and 
in  view  of  the  visit  of  their  Royal  High- 
nesses the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Corn- 
wall and  York,  and  pending  the 
settlement  of  a  permanent  table,  gave 
permission  for  the  arrangement  of  a 
provisional  scale  of  precedence  in  any 
way  the  Governor  and  his  Ministers 
might  think  proper. 

BRITISH  NORTH  BORNEO. 
Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
British  North  Borneo  Company  are  con- 
structing a  line  of  railway  from  the  coast 
at  Jesselton  to  Tenom,  in  the  interior,  a 
distance  of  110  miles,  and  will  he  say 
when  the  line  will  be  completed. 

*The  under  secretary  of 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Viscount  Cranborne,  Rochester) :  His 
Majesty's  Grovemment  are  aware  that 
the  British  North  Borneo  Company  are 
constructing  a  line  of  railway  110  miles 
in  length,  comprising  ninety  miles  from 
Jesselton,  in  Gaya  Bay,  to  Tenom,  in  the 
interior,  and  a  branch  of  twenty  miles 
from  Beaufort,  a  station  on  the  Padas 
River,  to  Weston,  in  Brunei  Bay.  It  is 
anticipated  that  100  miles  will  be  com- 
pleted by  the  end  of  this  year,  and  the 
balance  by  the  middle  of  1902. 

CIGARETTE  FRAUDS. 
Mr.  GUTHRIE  (Tower  Hamlets,  Bow, 
E.) :  I  be^  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  if  his  attention  has  been 
cal'  d  to  the  successful  prosecutions 
instituted  last  year  against  personis  for 
manufacturing,  exposing  for  sale,  and 
selling  certain  cigarettes  manufactured 
in  England  and  sold  as  E^rptian  cigar- 


ettes ;  and  can  he  state  whether  the 
importers  asked  the  Board  of  Trade  to 
undertake  a  prosecution ;  and,  if  sow 
with  what  result. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour, 
Leeds,  Central) :  Yes,  Sir,  my  attention 
has  been  called  to  this  matter,  and  the 
Board  of  Trade  have  been  asked  to 
institute  a  prosecution.  The  question 
as  to  whether  the  Board  should  do  so 
in  a  suitable  case  is  receiving  the  careful 
attention  of  the  Department,  but  I  would 
point  out  to  the  hon.  Member  that  there 
have  already  been  successful  prosecu- 
tions undertaken  by  private  persons, 
and  that  intervention  by  the  Board 
would  not,  therefore,  appear  to  be  essen- 
tial. 

BRITISH  FISHERIES— SCIENTIFIC 
RESEARCH. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  a  Depart- 
mental Committee  has  yet  been  appointed 
to  consider  the  best  means  by  which 
the  State  and  local  authorities  could 
assist  scientific  research  as  applied  to 
problems  affecting  the  fisheries  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland ;  and,  if  so,  will  he 
say  when  the  Committee  will  take  evi- 
dence. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  The  prq- 
liminary  arrangements  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Committee  are  nearly  com- 
plete. It  will  be  for  the  Committee 
itself  to  determine  the  time  when  evi- 
dence will  be  taken. 

ADVANCES  FOR  LIGHT  RAILWAYS. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  he  will  state  the 
number  of  apphcations  made  to  the 
Treasury  for  advances  under  Section  4 
of  the  Light  Railways  Act,  1896,  and 
the  total  amount  appHed  for  under  that 
section  of  the  Act. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  Five 
applications  have  been  made  to  the 
Treasury  for  advances  under  the  section 
referred  to.  Two  of  these  apphcations 
were  for  "the  largest  amount  possible," 
no  particular  sum  being  specified,  while 
the  sum  asked  for  in  the  remaining 
apphcations  amount^i^^^^Q^oQle 
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WICK  AND  LYBSTER  LIGHT  RAILWAY. 
Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  progress  of  the  con- 
struction of  the  Wick  and  Lybster 
light  railway  has  been  arrested  owing 
to  the  trustees  of  the  Thruraster  estate 
having  decKned  to  allow  the  hne  to 
pass  through  a  small  portion  of  the 
estate  except  on  payment  of  £1,500, 
a  sum  which  is  regarded  by  the  pro- 
moters of  the  line  as  too  high ;  and, 
seeing  that  on  their  taking  the  case  to 
the  court  of  session  under  the  Lands 
Clauses  Consohdation  (Scotland)  Act, 
1845,  Lord  Pearson  could  not  see  his 
Way  to  submit  the  question  to  arbitra- 
tion, will  he  consider  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  Light  Railways  Act, 
1896,  so  as  to  secure  the  appointment 
of  arbitrators  for  the  consideration  of 
all  cases  of  dispute  of  this  description. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  I  am  not 
aware  that  the  facts  are  as  stated,  but  I 
beUeve  some  Ktigation  has  been  in  pro- 
gress with  regard  to  questions  connected 
with  the  acquisition  of  a  portion  of  the 
land  for  this  railway.  If  the  hon.  Member 
will  refer  to  Sections  12,  13,  and  26 
of  the  Light  Railways  Act,  he  will  see 
that  ample  provision  is  made  for  the 
application    to    hght    railways    of    the 

f procedure  under  the  Lands  Clauses  Acts, 
t  is,  however,  impossible  to  provide 
that  parties  shall  not  have  access  to  the 
courts  of  law  to  obtain  legal  decisions 
upon  those  sections  or  other  matters 
affecting  their  interests. 

LANCASHIRE  AND  YORKSHIRE  RAIL- 
WAY—ENGINE EXPLOSION  AT  KNOT- 
TINGLEY. 

Mr.  bell  (Derby) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  he  is 
aware  that  engine  676,  which  exploded 
at  Knottingley,  Lancashire  and  York- 
fihire  Railway,  on  11th  March  last, 
has  been  at  work  for  about  six  weeks ; 
whether  he  can  now  state  approxi- 
mately when  the  report  upon  the  ex- 
plosion will  be  presented ;  and  whether 
he  will  direct  the  inspector  to  inquire 
whether  the  stays  used  in  repairing 
are  of  the  same  material  and  construc- 
tion as  those  in  use  at  the  time  the 
explosion  occurred. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  I  have 
no  information  as  to  whether  this  engine 


is  at  work  again.  The  report  on  the 
accident  is  in  the  printer's  hands,  and 
I  hope  it  may  be  ready  for  issu^  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days.  I  understand 
from  the  Inspecting  Officer  that  the 
report  will  contain  information  bearng 
generally  on  the  question  raised  in  the 
last  paragraph  of  the  hon.  Member's 
question. 

LENGTH  OF  GOODS  TRAINS. 

Mr.  bell  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  system  recently 
adopted  by  the  Lancashire  and  York- 
shire Railway  Company  of  loading  goods 
and  minerals  trains,  whereby  the  trains 
often  approach  half  a  mile  in  length; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  on  3rd  July 
a  train  left  Gteole  with  146  vehicles,  and 
on  8th  July  a  train  left  same  station 
with  156  vehicles ;  and  whether,  for 
the  safety  of  the  men  employed  and  of  the 
general  pubhc,  he  will  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  running  such  long  trains. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  I  have  no 
information  as  to  the  trains  specifically 
mentioned,  but  my  attention  has  been 
directed  generally  to  the  matter  referred 
to  by  the  hon.  Member.  As  at  present 
advised  I  see  no  grounds  for  inter- 
fering with  the  discretion  of  the  rail- 
way company  in  regard  thereto. 

MERCANTILEiMARINE— MORSE  SYSTEM 
OF  NIGHT   SIGNALLING. 

Mr.  JOYCE  (Limerick):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
if  he  is  aware  of  the  fact  that  soldiers  and 
sailors,  when  quaUfjdng  for  the  rating 
as  signalmen  in  either  Service,  have  to 
undergo  a  course  of  tuition  extending 
from  six  to  eight  weeks  to  enable  them 
to  become  proficient  in  the  Morse 
system  of  night  signaUing ;  and,  seeing 
that  such  training  is  considered  essential 
to  success  in  warfare,  will  he  consider 
the  desirabihty,  in  the  interests  of  the 
safety  of  the  lives  of  those  engaged  at 
sea  in  trade,  of  offering  the  same  facilities 
and  conditions  as  to  pay  and  mainten- 
ance to  those  officers  and  men  of  the 
mercantile  marine  who  are  desirous  of 
obtaining  the  knowledge  of  using  the 
Morse  system  of  night  signalling,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  hot  one  per  cent 
of  those  of  that  serirce  will  know  any* 


m 


Quesiions. 


{16  July  1901} 


QuesUons. 


590 


thing  about  it  when  it  becomes  obligatory 
upon  them  to  use  such  sjBtem  at  sea  by 
night  on  and  after  the  1st  January  next. 

Me.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  Yes,  Sir, 
I  am  aware  of  the  fact  that  signalmen 
in  the  Army  and  Navy  are  specially 
trained  in  the  use  of  the  Morse  system 
of  signaUing,  but  I  have  no  power — 
even  if  I  thought  it  desirable — ^to  require 
(or  assist)  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
mercantile  marine  to  make  themselves 
acquainted  with  that  S3r8tem,  the  use 
of  which  is  optional,  and  will  not  become 
obligatory  upon  them  after  the  1st 
January  next,  as  stated  in  the  question. 

CONGESTION  IN  THE  ISLAND  OF  LEWIS. 
Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate,  as  representing  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland,  in  view  of  the  difficulties 
which  have  arisen  owing  to  the  refusal 
of  the  landlord  of  Croir  Farm,  Bernera, 
Isknd  of  Lewis,  to  settle  the  people  of 
the  district  on  that  farm,  and  having 
regard  to  the  condition  of  the  landless 
cottars  and  fishermen  in  the  Hebrides, 
will  he  consider  the  desirabiUty  of  intro- 
ducing a  Bill  to  amend  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  (Scotland)  Act,  1897, 
somewhat  on  the  Unes  of  the  Congested 
District  Board  (Ireland)  Bill  just  brought 
in  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieuten- 
ant, and  which  will  give  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  for  Scotland  power  to 
secure  compulsorily  lands  suitable  for 
the  settlement  of  the  Highland  people. 

*The  lord  advocate  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) :  The  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  cannot  come  under  the 
obligation  suggested  by  the  hon.  Member. 

ANNAT  (ROSSSHIRE)  FISHERIES. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate,  as  representing  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland,  whether  the  Congested 
District  Board  have  yet  decided  to  pro- 
vide a  grant  towards  the  erection  of  a 
small  pier  or  boatslip  at  Annat,  in  the 
parish  of  Applecross,  Ross-shire. 

*Mr.  a.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  :  I  am 
informed  by  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  that  on  the  10th  June  they  wrote 
to  the  county  clerk  for  certain  neces- 
sary information,  which  has  not  yet  been 
supplied. 


REGISTRATION    OF    DEATHS    IN 
SCOTTISH   WORKHOUSES. 

Mr.  EUGENE  WASON  (Clackmannan 
and  Kinross)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
law  is  constantly  being  violated  in  Scot- 
land, in  the  registration  of  the  deaths  of 
paupers  in  workhouses,  by  persons  sign- 
ing a  certificate  that  they  were  present 
at  the  death,  when,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
they  have  been  elsewhere  ;  and  whether 
he  will  be  prepared  to  take  such  steps 
as  will  secure  that  the  law  be  complied 
with,  and  that  the  penalty  which  attaches 
to  a  person  signing  a  certificate  under 
such  circumstances  is  enforced. 

*Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY  :  I  am 
not  prepared  to  accept  the  accuracy  of 
the  general  statement  as  to  the  violation 
of  the  law  made  in  the  first  paragraph 
of  the  hon.  Member's  question.  On  the 
contrary,  I  am  informed  by  the  Regis- 
trar General  for  Scotland  that  he  has 
no  knowledge  of  any  circumstances 
giving  rise  to  the  question,  and  that  in- 
structions are  prefixed  to  every  registra- 
tion book  for  the  guidance  of  registrars, 
from  which  and  from  the  list  of  questions 
which  must  be  answered  by  the  in- 
formant of  a  death,  it  will  be  seen  that 
it  is  the  practice  to  require  the  informant 
in  each  case  to  state  whether  he  was 
present  at  the  death. 

Mr.  EUGENE  WASON :  If  I  supply 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  with  the  in- 
formation I  have,  will  he  inquire  ? 

*Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY  :  I  wUl 
pass  it  on  to  the  Registrar  General,  o£ 
course. 

SALES  OF  CHARITY  PROPERTY. 
Sir  WALTER  POSTER  (Derbyshire, 
Ilkeston) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Tunbridge  Division  of  Kent,  as 
representing  the  Charity  Commissioners, 
if  the  commissioners  will  state  in  their 
future  annual  reports,  in  addition  to 
the  sum  realised  during  the  year  by  the 
sale  of  real  property  belonging  to  chari- 
ties, the  number  of  acres  of  land  sold  and 
the  amount  realised  by  the  sale  of  house 
property,  building  land,  and  agricul- 
tural land  separately. 

*Thk  PARLIAMENTARY  CHARITY 
COMMISSIONER  (Mr.  Griffith-Bos- 
CAWEN,  Kent,  Tunbridce) :  ffhe^copimis- 
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sioners  cannot  see  their  way  to  adopt  the 
suggestion  of  the  hon.  Member,  as  they 
have  no  means  of  ascertaining  in  the  case 
of  particular  sales  how  much  of  the  land 
sold  could  properly  be  described  as 
**building  land''  and  how  much  as  "agri- 
cultural land/'  nor  does  the  classification 
suggested  by  the  hon.  Member  exhaust 
all  the  classes  of  property  sold.  They 
are  further  of  opinion  that  no  public 
purpose  would  be  served  by  such  a  state- 
ment the  utility  of  which  would  be 
commensurate  with  the  time  and  labour 
involved. 


Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  :  Do  I  under- 
stand that  the  Charity  Commissioners 
refuse  to  give  information  to  the  public 
as  to  these  very  large  amounts  of  real 
property  t^at  are  annually  sold  1 


*Mr.  GRIFFITH-BOSCAWEN  : 
sales  are  reported  every  year 


The 
in  the 
annual  report  of  the  commissioners, 
but  the  commissioners  cannot  adopt  the 
detailed  classification  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, as  it  is  quite  unsuitable,  and  would 
moreover  involve  much  time  and 
labour. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  :  If  the  com- 
missioners refuse  to  adopt  my  classifica- 
tion, will  they  adopt  some  other  classi- 
fication 1 

Mr.  GRIFFITH-BOSCAWEN:  The 
commissioners  will  be  glad  to  consider 
«,ny  suggestion  made  by  the  hon. 
Member. 

PENRHYN  QUARRY  TRIAL. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
Mr.  Attorney  General  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  proceedings 
in  the  case  of  the  King  against  John 
Owen,  David  Thomas,  and  others,  who 
were  charged,  under  the  Conspiracy  and 
Protection  of  Property  Act,  in  connection 
with  the  Penrhyn  quarry  disputes,  and 
if  he  can  state  whether  any  of  the  jurors 
were  challenged  or  ordered  to  stand  by 
by  the  prosecuting  counsel. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Robert  Finlay,  Inverness  Burghs) : 
Yes,  Sir,  my  attention  has  been  called 
to  this  case.  The  answer  to  the  second 
branch  of  the  question  is  in  the  negative. 


guestions.  .M2 

Mr.  FLYNN:  Will  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  communicate  with 
his  colleague  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  in  view  of  the  forthcoming  trial 
at  Cork  ] 


Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order  1 


EXCHEQUER  GRANTS  TO  EVENING 
SCHOOLS. 
Dr.  MACNAMARA  ^(Camberwell, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  aak  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
whether,  in  any  public  elementary  even- 
ing school  which  may  be  opened  after  the 
3l8t  July,  1901,  either  by  a  school  board 
or  by  any  other  body,  the  Exchequer 
grants  will  be  offered  on  account  of  any 
pupil  who  may  be  over  fifteen  years  of 
age  at  the  commencement  of  the  school 
year. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the 
BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  (Sir  J.  Gorst, 
Cambridge  University):  If  the  school 
is  conducted  in  accordance  with  the  first 
twenty  articles  of  the  Minute,  the  answer 
is  in  the  aflarmative.  If  the  school  is 
conducted  under  Article  21  of  the 
Minute,  the  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

EVENING  SCHOOL  CODE. 
Dr.  MACNAMARA :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Committee  of  Coun- 
cil on  Education  whether,  in  the  event  of 
the  Board  of  Education  sanctioning 
instruction  in  first  aid  and  home  nursing 
under  Group  VIII.  of  the  new  evening 
school  Minute,  it  would  be  competent 
for  school  boards  in  the  future  to  spend 
the  rates  and  receive  Exchequer  grants 
in  respect  of  such  subjects. 

Sir  J.  GORST :  Yes,  in  all  cases  as 
regards  the  education  of  children ;  but, 
in  the  case  of  adults,  only  if  the  school  or 
class  were  conducted  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Education  Bill  now  before  Parlia- 
ment, if  the  same  becomes  law. 

Mr.  WHITLEY  (Halifax) :  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  takes  no  note  of  volun- 
tary schools 

*Mr.  speaker  :   Order,  order  1 

EVENING  SCHOOL  YEAR. 
Dr.  MACNAMARA :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Vice-President    of    the    Committee    of 
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Council  on  Education  whether  he  can 
say  when  the  school  year  begins  under 
the  new  Minute  of  eyening  schools. 

Sm  J.  GOEST :  The  school  year  wfll 
begin  as  from  Ist  August  next,  but  the 
actual  session  of  any  evening  school  may 
conunence  on  any  date  suggested  by  the 
managers  and  approved  by  the  Board  of 
Education,  but  must  terminate  on  or 
before  the  succeeding  31st  July. 

SCHOOLMASTERS  AS  RATE 
COLLECTORS. 

Mr.  SOAMES  (Norfolk,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Council  on  Education  whether 
it  is  in  accordance  with  the  regulations 
of  the  Education  Department  that  the 
master  of  a  national  school  should  also 
hold  the  office  of  rate  collector. 

Sm  J.  GORST :  Yes,  provided  that 
Article  85  (e)  of  the  Code  is  not  infringed 
thereby. 

REGISTRATION  OF  EVENING  SCHOOLS. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education  whether  he  can 
state  what  method  of  registration  will  be 
required  in  the  evening  schools  contem- 
plated by  the  new  evening  school 
Minute  ;  and  whether  it  will  be  necessary 
to  follow  the  old  method  set  out  in  the 
Evening  Continuation  Schools  Code  of 
last  year,  or  the  method  based  upon  the 
mode  of  registration  set  out  in  the 
Science  and  Art  Directory. 

Sir  J.  GORST :  The  forms  of  regis- 
tration are  now  being  drawn  up,  and 
they  will  be  supplied  to  the  schools  when 
they  are  ready. 

TRIAL  OF  LORD  RUSSELL. 
Mr.  swift  MacNEILL:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
whether  the  estimates  for  the  work  to 
be  executed  in  the  conversion  of  the 
King's  Gallery  in  the  palace  of  West- 
minster, for  the  trial  of  Earl  Russell,  have 
been  presented  to  him,  or  revised  or 
checked  by  him ;  and  whether  the 
House  of  Commons  will  be  asked  to  vote 
for  this  expenditure  on  a  supplemental 
Estimate. 


The  first  COMMISSIONER  op 
WORKS  (Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  Kent, 
St.  Augustine's) :  The  work  to  be  carried 
out  in  the  Royal  Gallery  in  connection 
with  Lord  Russell's  trial  has  been  revised 
and  checked  by  me.  It  is  not  intended 
to  introduce  a  bupplemental  Estimate, 
but  the  work  will  be  paid  for  under  sub- 
heads A  and  F  of  the  Vote  for  the  Houses 
of  Parliament  buildings. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  :  I  b^  to 
ask  the  Attorney  General  a  question  of 
which  I  have  sent  him  private  notice- 
namely,  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the 
courts  of  the  King's  Bench  Division  of 
the  High  Court  will  not  sit  on  Thursday ; 
that  the  courts  of  Sir  Francis  Jeune, 
Mr.  Justice  Cozens-Hardy,  and  Mr. 
Justice  Farwell  will  also  be  closed ;  and, 
if  so,  what  is  the  reason  for  this  disloca- 
tion of  public  business  and  inconvenience 
to  suitors  and  witnesses. 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  :  It  is  part  of 
the  duty  of  the  judges  to  attend  in  the 
House  of  Lords  when  required.  Of 
course  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  be 
at  the  House  of  Lords  and  in  their  own 
courts  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether 
he  will  give  me  an  opportunity,  before 
the  Indian  Budget,  of  discussing  the 
expenses  of  Earl  Russell's  trial. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  I  know  nothing  about  that.  Sir. 

PLANS    OF    THE    HOUSES    OP 
PARLIAMENT. 

Mr.  SOAMES  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works  whether  he 
would  have  plans  of  the  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment prepared  and  hung  up  in  some 
accessible  place  by  the  beginning  of 
next  session. 

Mr.  akers  DOUGLAS :  Yes,  Sir, 
I  will  have  plans  prepared. 


REGISTERED    TELEGRAPH 
ADDRESSES— SELL'S  LIST. 

Sir    J.    FERGUSSON    (Manchester, 
N.E.)  :  1  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
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Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
master General,  whether  "  Sell's  Abbre- 
viated Telegraph  Addresses  '*  is  now  re- 
cognised officially  as  authentic,  and,  if  so, 
why  copies  of  this  book  are  not  supplied 
to  telegraph  offices,  so  that  the  public 
may  have  the  benefit  of  it. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Austen  Chamber- 
lain, Worcestershire,  E.) :  The  Post 
Office  supplies  Mr.  Sell  with  the  abbre- 
viated telegraph  addresses  of  persons  or 
firms  who  are  willing  to  allow  the  ad- 
dresses to  appear  in  his  list,  but  the 
Department  does  not  undertake  any 
responsibility  beyond  this.  The  direc- 
tory is  not  supplied  to  telegraph  offices 
because  it  is  not  required  for  office  use. 

MALLAIG  MAILS. 
Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the 
Postmaster  General,  whether  the  nego- 
tiations with  the  North  British  Railway 
Company  in  regard  to  the  conveyance  of 
the  mails  over  the  new  railway  between 
Fort  William  and  Mallaig  have  now  been 
brought  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  : 
The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

IRISH  GOLD  ORNAMENTS. 
Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE  (Wexford, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he 
will  state  how  the  case  of  the  Irish  gold 
ornaments  stands,  and  what  steps  the 
Government  propose  to  take  in  the 
matter. 

♦The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover):  The 
law  officers  of  England  and  Ireland 
have  met  in  consultation  and  advised  the 
Treasury  on  the  questions  involved  in 
this  case.  The  matter  is  now  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Treasury. 

Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE :  When  shaU 
we  have  an  opportunity  of  knowing 
what  advice  has  been  given  to  the  Trea- 
sury ? 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  hon.  Baronet 
will  see  that  it  is  premature  to  make  it 
known  at  present. 


Lord  BALCARRES  (Lancashire,  Cher- 
ley) :  Can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
give  an  indication  when  the  decision  will 
be  come  to  on  this  matter,  which  is  three 
or  four  years  old  % 

*Mr.  wyndham  :  The  matter  is 
before  the  Treasury,  and  I  cannot  believe 
my  Lords  will  delay  it  one  moment 
longer  than  is  necessary. 

KILCLOONEY    ESTATE 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
can  state  how  the  tenants  on  the  unsold 
portion  of  the  Kilclooney  estate  hold  the 
lands,  have  any  of  the  grasiers  who 
previous  to  last  November  merely  held 
under  agistment  contracts  been  since 
made  tenants  for  the  purpose  of  selling 
the  lands  to  them ;  whether,  in  %4ew  of 
the  proposed  legislation  extending  the 
powers  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board, 
he  will  ask  the  Irish  Land  Commission 
not  to  force  a  sale  until  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  has  an  opportunity  of 
further  considering  the  matter,  and 
whether  he  will  ask  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  to  communicate  with  the 
Irish  Land  Commission  on  the  subject. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  received  notice 
of  this  question  last  night  and  at  once 
communicated  with  the  Land  Com- 
mission and  Congested  Districts  Board. 
But  the  information  for  which  I  asked 
only  reached  me  since  I  arrived  at  the 
House,  and  I  have  had  no  opportunity 
of  considering  it.  I  shall  be  much 
obliged  if  the  hon.  Member  will  defer 
his  question  till  Thursday.  Meanwhile 
I  will  communicate  with  him. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  But  the 
sale  may  take  place  before  Thursday. 

♦Mr.  wyndham  :  I  gather  that  no 
sale  of  the  property  is  in  progress, 
although  oflFers  have  been  made  by 
individual  tenants. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  The  fear  is 
that  the  grass  lands  may  be  sold  to  the 
present  tenants  before  the  matter  is 
fully  considered.       ^    ^  ^ ^  i  ^ 
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*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  wiU  deal  with 
that  point  in  my  communication  to  the 
bon.  Member. 

TRIAL  OF  MR.  WALSH,  J.P. 
*Mr.  O'SHEE  (Waterford,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  Mr.  Stephen  Ronan,  K.C., 
is  Senior  Crown  Prosecutor  for  the 
county  and  not  for  the  city  of  Cork,  and 
that  Sir  Francis  Brady,  K.C.,  is  Senior 
Crown  Prosecutor  for  the  city  of  Cork ; 
can  he  explain  how  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Ronan  being  unable  to  accept  his  briefs 
for  the  Crown  at  the  coming  Cork 
Assizes  renders  it  necessary  that  Mr. 
Seymour  Bushe,  K.C.,  should  be  retained 
by  the  Crown  to  prosecute  in  the  Tallow 
case  at  the  city  of  Cork  Assizes ;  and  as 
the  Crown  do  not  consider  the  case  a 
serious  one,  will  the  question  of  leaving 
it  in  the  hands  of  the  Senior  and  Junior 
Crown  Prosecutors  be  considered  with  a 
riew  to  the  saving  of  the  expense  involved 
in  the  special  retainer  of  Mr.  Seymour 
Bushe,  K.C.,  for  the  Crown. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.) :  At  the  request  of  my  right 
bon.  friend,  I  will  reply  to  this  question. 
The  selection  of  counsel  to  represent  the 
Crown  in  Ireland  in  any  given  case  is 
absolutely  in  my  discretion.  If  the  hon. 
Member  disapproves  of  the  manner  in 
which  I  have  on  any  occasion  exercised 
that  discretion,  he  can  bring  the  matter 
up  on  the  Estimates.  I  must  decline, 
however,  while  a  prosecution  is  pending, 
to  discuss  in  the  form  of  question  and 
answer  the  propriety  of  its  exercise  in 
reference  to  that  prosecution,  inasmuch 
as  it  would  necessarily  involve  expres- 
sions of  opinions  on  the  merits  of  the 
pending  case.  I  have  already  informed 
the  hon.  Member  that  no  additional  cost 
will  be  incurred  by  the  retaining  of  Mr. 
Bushe. 

*Mb.  O'SHEE  :  As  Mr.  Ronan  is  not 
Crown  Prosecutor  for  the  city  of  Cork, 
but  for  the  county,  why  did  his  absence 
render  it  necessary  to  bring  in  Mr. 
Bushe  ? 

Mb.  ATKINSON :  Had  he  been  able 
to  be  there  ho  would  have  conducted  the 
prosecution. 


♦Mr.  O'SHEE:  But  why  brief  Mr. 
Bushe  when  Sir  Francis  Brady,  who  ia 
the  regular  Crown  Prosecutor  for  the 
city  of  Cork,  is  available  1 

Mr.  ATKLNSON  :  I  have  a  right  to 
direct  whom  I  like  to  be  briefed,  and  I 
decline  to  answer  any  question  on  the 
point. 

♦Mr.  O'SHEE  rose  to  put  another 
question. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  positively 
decUned  to  discuss  his  reasons  for  appoint- 
ing a  particular  counsel 

♦Mr.  O'SHEE :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that,  since 
his  election  to  the  chairmanship  of  the 
Waterford  County  Council,  Mr.  Patrick 
F.  Walsh,  of  Tallow,  county  Waterford, 
called  with  his  soUcitor  at  the  Crown 
and  Hanaper  Ofl&ce,  DubUn,  and  were 
informed  by  the  official  in  charge  that 
he  could  not  issue  the  necessary  papera 
for  the  Commission  of  the  Peace  to  Mr. 
Walsh  because,  as  he  stated,  he  saw  in 
the  newspapers  that  a  prosecution  was 
pending  against  Mr.  Walsh  ;  and  also  at 
the  same  time  that  he  withheld  the 
papers  referred  to  of  his  own  accord,  and 
without  any  direction  from  the  Lord 
Chancellor;  and  whether  he  will  take 
steps  that  the  statutory  obligation  to 
issue  a  writ  of  dedimus  to  the  chairman 
of  a  county  council,  on  the  tender  of  the 
necessary  fees,  may  be  forthwith  com- 
plied  with. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  have  no  official 
cognisance  of  the  matters  alleged  in  the 
first. paragraph,  nor  have  I  any  jurisdic- 
tion to  act  in  the  manner  suggested  in 
the  second  paragraph. 

♦Mr.  O'SHEE:  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  inquire  whether  the  facta 
alleged  in  the  question  are  truel 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  doubt  very  much 
if  the  Lord  Chancellor  is  under  any 
statutory  obligation.  If  he  is,  no  doubt 
there  are  means  of  enforcing  it. 

♦Mr.  O'SHEE:  But  why  should  ha 
prejudge  Mr.  Walsh  before  he  has  been 
proved  guilty  ^ 
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*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  have  no  doubt 
the  Lord  Chancellor  will  have  cognisance 
of  the  fact  that  this  question  has  been 
asked.  It  is  not  one  with  which  I  can 
deal.  I  do  not  think  it  right  that  the 
Executive  should  interfere  in  purely 
judicial  matters. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.) :.  Is  it 
not  a  legal  axiom  that  a  man  is  assumed 
to  be  innocent  until  he  is  proved  to  be 
guilty  1 

*Mr.  O'SHEE ;  Is  riot  the  Lord  Chan" 
cellor  a  member  of  the  Executive  Govern" 
ment  I 

P^o  answer  was  returned.] 

ENNISCORTHY  POST  OFFICE. 
Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  he  can  state  what  tenders  have 
been  received  for  the  construction  of  the 
new  post  office  at  Enniscorthy,  and  how 
soon  the  work  will  be  commenced. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  Six 
tenders  were  received  for  the  erection  of 
the  new  post  office  at  Enniscorthy,  of 
which  the  lowest  has  been  accepted.  The 
contractor  is  to  begin  work  as  soon  as 
possible. 

SCOTTISH  SUPPLY. 
Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  only  6  J  hours  have  been 
devoted  this  year  to  Scotch  Votes  in 
Committee  of  Supply,  he  will  state  what 
additional  number  of  hours  it  is  proposed 
to  give  to  Scotch  Votes  this  session. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  statistics  are  inaccu- 
rate. A  good  deal  more  time  has  been 
spent  on  the  Scottish  Estimates. 

Mr.  weir  :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man aware  that  on  the  first  day  set 
apart  for  Scottish  Supply  the  Votes  did 
not  come  on  till  9  p.m.  ] 

*Mr.    SPEAKER:  Order,    order! 

Mr.  WEIR:  But  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says  I  am  in^^ccurate. 


INDUN  BUDGET. 
Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  he  will  endeavour  to  arrange 
for  the  Indian  Budget  to  be  taken  this 
session  at  an  earlier  date  than  is  usually 
the  case ;  and  if  so,  whether  he  can  give 
any  indication  as  to  when  the  debate  will 
take  place. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BAI.FOUR  :  I  do  not  think 
in  the  present  condition  of  public  business 
that  I  can  hold  out  any  hopes  to  the  hon. 
Member  that  any  unusual  facilities  will 
be  given  to  the  discussion  of  the  Indian 
Budget. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  a 
question  as  to  the  course  of  public 
business,  and  also  if  he  can  state  when 
he  proposes  to  introduce  the  Agricultural 
Rating  Bill 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  My  right  hon. 
friend  will,  under  the  ten  minutes  rule, 
introduce  the  Rating  Bill  on  Thursday 
next.  I  only  mention  that  because  if  I 
did  not  hon.  Gentlemen  from  Ireland 
would  think,  quite  rightly,  that  I 
intended,  illegitimately,  to  cut  short 
their  discussion.  The  Third  Reading 
of  the  Finance  Bill  will  be  taken  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis): 
Can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  name  a 
day  when  the  Government  wiU  intro- 
duce the  Naval  Works  Bill,  or  when 
he  will  afford  some  other  opportunity  of 
discussing  the  Gibraltar  Report  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  As  my  hon. 
friend  is  aware,  the  Naval  Works  Bill 
has  to  be  introduced  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House.  I  shall  put  the 
resolution  down  as  the  second  Order  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY  (York- 
shire, W.R.,  Pudsey) :  May  I  ask  whether 
it  is  customary  to  introduce  a  contentious 
Bill,  such  as  the  Agricultural  Rating 
Bill  is,  under  the  ten  minutes  rule  t 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  It  is  only  » 
continuation  Bill.         ^ 
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Mr.  CAINE  (Cornwall,  Camborne): 
Will  the  Bill  renewing  the  Agricultural 
Bating  Act  include  the  Act  relating  to 
tithe  rent-charge  1 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Oh,  yes. 

Me.  SOAMES:  If  the  Vote  for  the 
Houses  of  Parliament  is  not  reached  this 
evening  will  an  opportunity  be  afforded 
for  discussing  the  Report  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  Accommodation  1 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  cannot  give 
any  pledge  as  to  when  an  opportunity  can 
be  given  for  discussing  the  Report  of 
this  Select  Committee.  I  have  repeatedly 
appealed  to  hon.  Members  to  make  more 
rapid  progress  with  Votes,  but  my 
appeals  have  not  met  with  the  success 
I  think  they  deserve. 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to — Education 
(Scotland)  Bill,  with  Amendments. 


NEW  BILLS. 

LONDON  SCHOOL  IBOARD  ELECTIONS. 
Bill  to  alter  the  Divisions  of  London 
for  the  Election  of  the  School  Board, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Dr.  Mac- 
namara,  Mr.  Charrington,  Sir  George 
Pardell,  Major  Evans-Gordon,  Mr.  Kim- 
ber,  Mr.  Lough,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Maple,  Captain  Norton,  Mr.  Remnant, 
Mr.  Herbert  Robertson,  Sir  Albert 
RoUit,  and  Mr.  Tritton. 

L02a)0N   SCHOOL  BOARD   ELECTIONS 
BILL. 

**  To  alter  the  Divisions  of  London 
for  the  Election  of  the  School  Board," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Tuesday  next, 
and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  266.] 

CONTAGIOUS  AND  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES  (ANIMALS). 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the 
notification  of  Contagious  and  Infectious 
Diseases  of  Animals  and  the  compensation 
of  owners,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Louis  Sinclair,  Colonel  Nolan,  Mr. 


David  Morgan,  Mr.  Brynmor  Jones, 
Mr.  Tully,  Mr.  Cathcart  Wason,  and 
Colonel  Tufnell. 


CONTAGIOUS  AND  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES  (ANIMALS)  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the 
notification  of  Contagious  and  Infectious 
Diseases  of  Animals  and  the  compensa- 
tion of  owners,"  presented,  and  read  the 
first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Tuesday  next,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
267.] 


SUPPLY  [16th  Allowed  Day.] 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Jeffreys  (Hampshire,  N.)  in  the 
Chair.] 

Civil  Service  Estimates,  1901-2. 

Class  II. 

1.  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£130,269,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray 
the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course 
of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  31st  day  of  March,  1902,  for  the 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Local 
Government  Board." 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  (CamberweU,  N.) 
said  he  proposed  to  move  a  reduction  of 
the  Vote  for  the  purpose  of  caUing  atten- 
tion to  a  matter  of  great  pubUc  import- 
ance, namely,  the  urgency  of  the  question 
of  the  housing  of  the  working  classes, 
and  his  desire  »n  so  doing  was  to  urge 
that  the  Department  should  be  more 
zealous  than  it  had  been  in  the  past  in 
that  matter,  and  that  it  should  treat  the 
local  authorities  more  generously  and 
sympathetically,  especially  in  regard  to 
the  period  allotted  for  the  repayment  of 
loans  incurred  by  local*  authorities  in 
respect  of  housing  schemes.  That  view 
had  been  pressed  upon  the  Department 
of  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr 
Long)  was  the  head,  for  a  considerable 
period  by  municipal  authorities,  and  by 
Members  of  Parhament  on  both  sides  of 
the  House,  and  it  had  been  cordially 
endorsed  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
colleague,  the  Home  Secretary,  by  the 
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London  County  Council,  and  by  twenty- 
two  of  the  London  borough  councils,  and 
he  certainly  thought  they  had  a  right  to 
expect  considerably  more  zeal  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  Department. 
It  was  a  fact  that  at  the  General  Election 
the  war  in  South  Africa  was  the  Aaron's 
Bod  which  ate  up  all  matters  of  pubUc 
interest,  but  still  he  did  not  suppose  that 
there  wa<?  any  platform  put  forward  by 
any  pohtical  party  at  the  General  Elec- 
tion on  which  the  question  of  the  housing 
of  the  working  classes  did  not  have  a 
prominent  place.  He  knew  that  no 
fewer  than  forty  of  the  colleagues  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  their  election 
addresses  gave  that  question  a  very 
prominent  position,  and  declared  that 
the  subject  was  one  which  called  for 
energetic  and  sympathetic  treatment. 
Among  the  hon.  Members  who  so  de- 
clared was  the  hon.  Member  for  St. 
George's  in  the  East.  He  placed  it  in  the 
forefront  of  questions  demanding  imme- 
diate attention  at  the  hands  of  Parlia- 
ment, while  the  Home  Secretary,  when 
receiving  a  deputation  which  urged 
upon  him  the  matter  of  temperance 
reform,  threw  out  the  suggestion  that 
what  was  more  important  than  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  number  of  pubUc-house 
licenses  was  the  deaUng  with  the  ques- 
tion of  the  housing  of  the  working 
classes.  But  in  spite  of  the  strong 
consensus  of  pubhc  opinion  in  favour  of 
immediate  action,  they  had  failed  to  see 
anything  like  an  echo  of  those  sentiments 
in  the  administration  of  the  Department 
over  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  so 
ably  presided.  Early  in  the  session  he 
asked  him  whether  he  would  consider 
the  advisabiUty  of  appointing  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  to  see  how  far  the 
Local  Government  Board  might  assist 
local  authorities  in  this  matter,  and  in 
reply  to  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  promised  that  the  matter  should 
have  his  earnest  attention.  He  would 
like  to  know  what  steps  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  taken.  If  any  hon. 
hon.  Members  wished  for  information 
on  this  subject,  they  need  only  refer  to 
the  report  in  Hansard  of  the  Second 
Reading  debate  on  the  Housing  Bill  of  last 
year,  and  there  they  would  find  on  every 

Eage  a  tragic  story  showing  how  people 
ved  crowded  together  in  rooms,  paying 
extortionate  rents  for  miserable  hovels, 

Dr.  Macnamara, 


with  the  result  that  disease,  immorality»^ 
and  other  terrible  evils  followed.  The 
other  day  the  chairman  of  the  White- 
chapel  Board  of  Guardians  called  a  con- 
ference on  this  very  question,  and  at  that 
conference  the  rector  of  Spitalfidds 
himself  made  the  following  statements^ 
which  pointed  to  a  perfect  scandal  on  the 
fair  fame  of  this  great  country-  He 
said  that  from  one  of  his  parochial 
buildings  he  had  seen  through  the  thinly 
veiled  window  of  a  house  four  men  and 
six  women  retiring  for  the  night  in  one 
room.  These  people  were  hard-working 
people  of  the  working  class,  who  were 
compelled  by  the  lack  of  accommoda- 
tion to  live  under  such  conditions.  At  & 
late  period  the  Rector  made  a  statement 
that  at  a  Christmas  gathering  attended 
by  some  200  poor  children  he  aaked  how 
many  of  them  lived  in  one-roomed 
homes,  and  all  but  seven  of  that  gathering 
hfted  up  their  hands  to  show  that  they 
lived  under  such  conditions.  The  other 
seven  Uved  in  two  rooms.  The  rev. 
gentleman  ako  went  on  to  say  that 
within  the  past  two  days  he  had  had  a 
census  taken  of  one  or  two  of  the  tjrpical 
alleys  in  his  parish.  In  one  alley  there 
were  ten  houses,  containing  fifty-one 
rooms,  the  average  size  of  which  was 
8  feet  by  9  feet.  In  these  rooms  25^ 
people  lived.  In  another  alley  there 
were  six  houses,  with  twenty-two  rooms^ 
with  eighty-four  people  Uving  in  them, 
and  in  one  house  of  eight  rooms  there 
were  forty-five  people  actually  resident. 
Surely  something  ought  to  be  done  to 
remedy  such  a  terrible  state  of  affairs. 
He  was  asking  for  nothing  heroic.  He 
was  only  desirous  that  the  Department 
should  show  a  httle  zeal  in  dealing  with 
that  terrible  evil.  The  London  County 
Council  was  doing  all  it  could  to  provide 
a  remedy,  but  it  was  beset  with  diffi- 
culties, especially  in  regard  to  the  period 
within  which  loans  had  to  be  repaid. 
Those  loans,  which  covered  as  well  the 
value  of  the  land,  had  to  be  repaid  within 
a  certain  number  of  years,  and  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Council  was  that  the  cost  of 
the  land  should  be  taken  entirely  out  of 
the  Sinking  Fund,  and  treated  as  an 
undiminished  asset.  The  net  result  of 
such  a  proposal  might  not  be  very  large, 
but  still  it  would  do  something  to  meet 
the  difficulty. 
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*Thb  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Walter 
Long,  Bristol,  S.) :  I  have  nothing  to  do 
with  loans  to  the  London  County  Council, 
that  matter  is  controlled  not  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  but  by  statute  and  by 
the  Treasury,  and  to  do  what  the  hon. 
Gentleman  suggests  would  necessitate 
legislation.  It  does  not  come,  therefore, 
within  the  purview  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  he  was  quite 
prepared  to  accept  the  statement  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  he  would 
urge  that  municipal  authorities  should 
be  granted  the  facilities  which  he  sug- 
gested," and,  which,  in  his  view,  would 
enable  them  to  reduce  the  rents  to  a 
small,  but  still  a  material  extent.  He 
accepted  the  view  that  he  was  not  entitled 
to  argue  the  case  in  regard  to  London, 
but  still  he  would  ask  to  be  allowed  to 
cite  an  instance  from  London  in  support 
of  his  argument.  Under  the  present 
conditions,  the  London  County  Council 
were  compelled  to  fix  the  rents  of  the 
dwellings  they  erected  at  a  rate  which 
was  practically  prohibitive  to  the  people 
whom  they  had  dishoused.  For  two 
rooms  they  had  to  charge  between 
OS.  6d.  and  Ts.  6d.  weekly ;  for  three 
rooms  from  8s.  to  10s.  ;  and  for  four 
rooms  from  10s.  to  128.  That  of  course 
was  a  rough  average,  but  the  net  result 
was  that  the  prices  were  prohibitive  to 
the  very  class  that  was  dishoused  by  the 
London  County  Council  schemes,  and 
lie  did  suggest  that  if  their  proposal  to 
extend  the  period  of  repayment  were 
given  effect  to,  it  might  be  possible  to 
reduce  the  charge  by  3d.  or  4d.  per  week 
for  each  room,  and  that,  although  appar- 
ently a  small  sum,  was  really  a  material 
reduction  to  the  class  who  were  affected. 
He  could  only  repeat  that  he  was  asking 
for  no  heroic  measures ;  he  was  asking 
for  but  a  small  concession  which  was 
unanimously  desired  by  municipal  autho- 
rities throughout  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  which  would  be  certainly  a  decide 
step  towards  the  solution  of  the  terrible 
problem  which  all  these  authorities  had 
now  to  face.  • 

Mr.  flower  (Bradford,  W.)  agreed 
with  a  good  deal  of  what  had  fallen  from 
the  hon.  Member.   He  would  be  very  glad 


if  the  period  for  the  redemption  of  loans 
could  be  extended,  but  still  that  would 
only  be  a  partial  remedy.  The  root  of 
the  whole  difficulty  was  to  be  found  far 
deeper  than  that.  The  hon.  Member 
had  quoted  some  very  interesting  remarks 
made  by  the  rector  of  Spitalfields.  Now 
he  (the  hon.  Member)  knew  London 
pretty  well,  and  he  was  also  acquainted 
with  the  district  to  which  the  rector  of 
Spitalfields  had  alluded.  It  was  a  curious 
fact  in  regard  to  that  part  of  London 
that  it  was  entirely  populated  by  the 
poorest  part  of  the  aliens ;  and  a  few 
years  ago  the  only  house  in  the  street  in 
which  the  vicarage  of  Spitalfields  was 
situated  which  was  occupied  by  English- 
men was  the  vicarage  house  itself.  All 
the  rest  were  taken  up  by  aliens.  The 
London  County  Council,  with  all  the 
best  intentions  in  the  world,  had  failed 
completely  to  carry  out  its  main  object 
in  entering  upon  the  housing  schemes. 
That  object  was,  of  course,  to  provide 
homes  for  the  very  poorest,  which  had 
been  done  by  private  enterprise  to  a 
very  considerable  extent,  and  there 
were  in  the  East  End  of  London  large 
blocks  of  buildings,  owned  in  some  cases 
by  private  individuals,  and  in  other 
cases  by  pubUc  companies,  who  undoubt- 
edly managed  to  accommodate  their 
tenants  at  rents  far  lower  than  those 
quoted  by  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Camberwell. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  WARNER  (Staf- 
fordshire,  Lichfield) :  On  a  point  of  order, 
Sir,  are  we  not  out  of  order  in  discussing 
questions  affecting  the  County  CouncU 
on  this  Vote  1 

The  deputy  CHAIRMAN:  The 
hon.  Gentleman  is  in  order. 

Mr.  flower  said  he  would  only  use 
it  by  way  of  illustration.  He  wished  to 
reply  to  the  remarks  of  hon.  Members 
opposite.  Take  the  case  of  the  Boundary 
Street  area  in  Bethnal  Green.  The 
county  council  there  entered  upon 
an  heroic  task,  dealing  as  they  did  with 
one  of  the  most  criminal  and  insanitary 
parts  of  London.  They  pulled  down  the 
houses 

The  deputy  CHAIRMAN:  The 
hon.  Gentleman  is  now  out  of  order. 
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Mr.  flower  said  he  would  content 
himself  with  saying  that  he  beheved  the 
difficulties  with  which  the  municipahties 
had  to  contend  in  their  rehousing  schemes 
were  difficulties  which  might  be  met  by 
the    municipahties    themselves,  if   they 
recognised  the  need  of  greater  economy 
in  the  building  of  the  houses.     It  was, 
after  all,  the  very  poorest  class  which  it 
was  necessary  to  rehouse  by  municipal 
housing  schemes,  but  the  houses  built 
were  for  the  accommodation  of  persons 
earning  comfortable  wages.     It  was  the 
business   of   the   municipahties   not   to 
erect  houses  for  a  class  of  people  who 
could  afford  to  pay  for  accommodation 
elsewhere,  but  to  build  dwelUngs  for  the 
poorest — to  build  houses  at  such  a  cost 
that  they  could  be  rented  by  the  poorest 
of  the  people.    As  this  was  a  Vote  for  the 
Local  Government  Board,  he  desired  to 
ask  a  question  with  regard  to  pauper 
children.     That  question  had  been  raised 
many  times  in  the  House,  but  this  was 
the  first  opportunity  which  had  been 
given  for  discussing  it  in  the  new  Parha- 
ment.     In  1894  a  Departmental  Com- 
mittee reported  upon  the  subject,  and 
drew  attention  to  the   grave   physical, 
mental,    and    moral    evils    which    had 
resulted  from  the  aggregation  of  large 
numbers    of    children   in    the    barrack 
schools.     It    was    universally    admitted 
five  years  ago  that  the  time  had  come 
for  the  dissolution  of  these  large  schools  ; 
yet  there  were   more   children  in   the 
Sutton  school  a  few  months  ago  than 
ever  before.     In   1894  they  numbered 
1,541,  and  according  to  the  last  figures 
obtainable  they  now  numbered  1,558.  He 
wished  to  know  how  far  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  were  prepared  to  carry  out 
the  pledge  which  had  been  given  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Sleaford  when  he  was  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  in  regard  to 
this  matter.    The  Departmental  Com- 
mittee which  reported  upon  this  subject 
recommended  that  200  should  be  the 
maximum  number  in  any  school,  and  he 
asked  that  the  right  hon.   Gentleman 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  would  give  to-day  a  clear  indica- 
tion as  to  what  the  Board  was  doing  with 
regard  to  the   matter.     He  knew  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  could  not  depart 
from  the  views  of  his  predecessor  as  to  the 
urgency  of  closing  these  large  schools, 
but  he  would  ask  him  to  be  a  Uttle  more 


active  in  prosecuting  them,  and  he  would 
hke  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  issue, 
if  possible,  now,  or  very  shortly,  a  state- 
ment fixing  the  date  when  these  barrack 
schools  would  be  finally  closed.    There 
was  another  point  with  regard  to  this 
matter.     What   was    to    be   done  with 
these  children  1    With  regard  to  that, 
they  were  face  to  face  with  several  pro- 
posals.    Some  guardians  were  carrying 
out  the  most  enUghtened  system.    For 
instance,  Sheffield  and  Bradford  had  for 
the  benefit  of  these  children  initiated  an 
extremely  wise  system.     They  had  taken 
cottage    houses,  where    these    children 
were  placed  under  the  care  of  a  woman, 
who  looked  after  them.     They  went  to 
the  ordinary  elementary  public  school 
of   the   neighbourhood  in   which   they 
hved,  and  partook  of  a  Hfe  of  purity,  and 
in  that  way  shook    off    the    taint   of 
pauperism,  which  otherwise  would  cling 
to  them  in  after  hfe.     He  could  not 
imagine  that  the  view  of  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  would 
be  otherwise  than  sympathetic  in  a  case 
of  this  kind.     Then  there  was  a  scheme  of 
boarding   out ;  but   this,    like   all  -dual 
schemes,    was   not   easy   of   treatment 
They  had  first  of  all  to  find  the  right 
class  of   family   with   which   the   child 
ought  to  be  boarded  out,  and  where  it 
would  receive  the  right  kind  of  inspec- 
tion.    He  thought  in  a  scheme  of  that 
kind  the  Local  Government  Board  would 
do  well  to  invoke  the  aid  of  a  local  com- 
mittee.    There  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
getting  together  a  local  committee  of 
ladies   and   gentlemen   who    would   be 
willing  to  undertake  the  work  of  inspec- 
tion, and  it  was  obvious  that  such  a  com- 
mittee would  take  a  large  amount  of 
interest  in  the  children  who  were  placed 
under    their    control.    Those    children 
would  no  longer  be  orphans,  but  would 
have  friends   to   take   a   personal  and 
kindly   interest   in    their    welfare   and 
well-being.    Such    committees  were  in 
existence  to-day,  but  it  was  within  the 
power  of  the  Local  Gk)vernment  Board 
to  encourage  them  to  a  very  much  larger 
extent  than  at  present.    Those  were  the 
two  suggestions  which  he  made,  and  he 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
stimulate  as  far  as  possible  the  action 
of   the  boards  of   guardians  who  were 
wiUing  to  deal  with  these  children  by 
means  of  cottage  homes,  and  that  he 
would  also  do  aU  he  xx>uld  to  .encourage 
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the  system  of  boarding  out.  The  evil  of 
l^ge  aggregations  under  unsuitable 
conditions  could  not  be  exaggerated. 
He  hoped  the  action  of  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  would  not  be  confined  to 
sympathy  in  this  matter,  but  that  he 
would  put  the  views  of  his  predecessor 
into  practice. 

*Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) 
said  that  the  matter  which  he  desired  to 
bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Committee 
was  a  matter  which  was  an  injustice  to 
an  individual  in  the  first  place,  which 
effected  an  undue  interference  with  the 
freedom  of  local  self-government  in  the 
second  place,  and  which  in  the  third 
place  showed  a  desire  to  go  behind  the 
Act  of  Parliament.  The  case  which  he 
desired  to  raise  was  that  of  Dr.  Scott 
Tebb,  who  was  selected  by  the  district  of 
Penge  as  medical  oflScer  of  health,  and 
the  appointment  of  whom  the  Local 
Government  Board  declined  to  sanction. 
Dr.  Tebb  was  an  M.D.  of  Cambridge, 
and  had  trained  himself  for  the  position 
of  medical  officer  of  health,  to  which 
he  was  appointed  after  open  competition. 
On  the  2nd  of  April  last  he  entered  upon 
those  duties,  and  has  been  invited  by 
his  Council  to  carry  them  out  untU 
the  30th  September.  On  May  8th 
the  Urban  District  Council  received  a 
letter  from  the  Local  Government  Board 
in  which  they  requested  to  be  informed 
*'  whether  this  gentleman  is  the  Dr. 
Scott  Tebb  who  has  publicly  expressed 
strong  opinions  in  opposition  to  vaccina- 
tion, and  is  the  author  of  a  book  entitled 
*  A  Century  of  Vaccination  and  what  it 
teaches,'  published  under  the  auspices  of 
the  National  Anti- Vaccination  League." 
The  district  council  in  reply  said  the  book 
was  not  published  under  the  auspices  of 
the  National  Anti- Vaccination  League, 
but  by  the  well-known  publishers,  Swan 
Sonnenschein  and  Co.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber said  this  was  not  a  question  of 
vaccination,  and  in  order  to  make  his 
position  clear  he  might  say  he  was  not  an 
anti-vaccinator.  Yet  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  penalised  a  promising  indi- 
vidual because  he  had  some  doubts  in 
connection  with  vaccination.  The  hon. 
Member  then  referred  to  the  Medical 
Act  of  1858,  and  read  Clause  73,  which 
he  said  went  to  show  that  the  Local 
Government  Board  were  attempting  to 


go  behind  the  Act  of  Parliament  in  this 
matter.  In  the  face  of  that  Act  the 
Local  Government  Board  actually  atr 
tempted  to  penalise  this  medical  officer 
of  health  because  he  had  issued  a  book 
in  which  he  showed  he  had  some  doubts 
as  to  the  value  of  vaccination.  The 
Board  were,  in  fact,  claiming  to  impose 
a  test  of  belief  over  and  above  that  re^ 
quired  by  the  statute  governing  the 
medical  profession.  In  other  words, 
they  had  established  an  Index  Expurga- 
torius,  and  because  a  man  had  written  a 
certain  book  he  was  to  be  disqualified 
from  practising  in  the  branch  of  the 
profession  for  which  he  had  specially 
prepared  himself.  If  the  Government 
hela  such  views  with  reference  to  the 
duties  of  medical  officers  of  health,  it  was 
within  their  power  to  embody  them  in 
their  Orders,  but  they  had  done  nothing 
of  the  kind.  Looking  at  the  matter 
from  the  public  point  of  view,  with 
reference  to  the  powers  of  local  bodies,, 
was  this  a  fair  way  to  deal,  not  with  an 
obscure  council  in  some  out-of-the-way 
part  of  the  country,  but  with  a  council 
such  as  that  of  Penge — practically  a 
suburb  of  London  1  The  members  of  the 
council  were  not  ignorant  men ;  they 
were  men  who  thoroughly  realised  the 
great  responsibilities  resting  upon  them, 
with  the  knowledge  that  if  an  epidemic 
broke  out  in  that  district  it  would  very 
rapidly  spread  throughout  the  whole  of 
London  south  of  the  Thames  and  prob- 
ably also  cross  the  river.  If  the  Local 
Government  Board  could  be  consistent 
throughout,  there  might  be  something 
in  its  action,  but  it  had  the  power  of 
putting  a  veto  on  an  appointment  only 
when  the  district  drew  half  the  officer's- 
salary  for  monies  supplied  by  Parliament, 
and,  according  to  the  last  report  of  the 
Board,  out  of  921  medical  officers  of 
health  there  were  141  of  whose  salary 
no  portion  was  repaid  by  the  county 
council.  This,  therefore,  was  an  arbi- 
trary and  tyrannical  way  of  dealing  with 
one  particular  council.  Other  medical 
officers  had  openly  expressed  their  dis- 
trust of  vaccination,  and  yet  were  allowed 
to  continue  in  their  positions.  Beforo 
the  Commission  on  Vaccination,  Dr. 
MacLawrin,  the  Medical  Officer  for  New 
South  Wales,  stated  that  he  relied  not 
on  universal  vaccination  but  on  early 
isolation,  and  it  was  a  well-known  fact 
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that  Australia  had  never  had  an  epidemic. 
Sir  James  Simpson  and  other  great 
authorities  also  stated  that  they  looked 
more  to  stamping  out  than  stamping  in. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  a  member 
of  the  Government  which  in  1898 
brought  forward  the  Bill  relieving  from 
all  fines  and  penalties  those  who  had 
conscientious  objections  to  vaccination. 

*Mr.  WALTER  LONG  pointed  out 
that  under  the  Act  persons  had  to  apply 
to  a  magistrate  for  certificates. 

-*  Captain  NORTON  contended  that 
that  was  practically  the  same  thing,  and 
yet  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  here 
going  behind  the  Act  in  order  to  penalise 
this  gentleman  for  having  a  doubt  as  to 
vaccination.  The  law  gave  statutory 
recognition  to  conscientious  objections, 
and  therefore  it  was  not  fair  that  this 
individual  should  be  thus  singled  out. 
No  duties  were  cast  by  law  on  the  medical 
officer  of  health ;  they  were  all  dis- 
charged by  either  the  vaccination  officer 
or  the  public  vaccinator.  By  the  Public 
Health  Act  of  1875,  urban  authorities 
oould  pay  what  they  liked  and  appoint 
and  remove  at  pleasure  if  they  were  not 
obliged  to  call  on  the  Government  to 
■supplement  their  funds  so  far  as  the 
official's  salary  was  concerned,  and  the 
Local  Government  Board  might  pre- 
scribe the  qualification  and  duties  of 
these  practitioners,  but  those  precautions 
had  not  been  taken.  Doubtless  the 
reply  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
he  that  it  would  not  be  right  for  him  in 
his  position  to  sanction  the  appointment 
as  a  medical  officer  of  health  of  one  who, 
in  his  opinion,  might  attempt  to  thwart 
any  rules  or  orders  issued  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  which  might  in- 
directly affect  the  question  of  vaccination. 
But  if  that  view  were  adopted  all  round 
they  would  be  at  a  complete  standstill. 
It  was  often  the  case  that  men  who  had 
<doubts  on  any  subject  were  before  their 
time.  In  every  walk  of  life  such  men 
were  frequently  superior  to  their  fellows, 
and,  in  this  instance,  the  particular 
individual  concerned,  because  he  had 
had  the  courage  and  ability  to  write  a 
hook,  was  placed  in  a  worse  position 
than  other  medical  officers  who  had 
precisely  the  same  doubts  on  the  subject 
of  vaccination. 
€apL  Norton, 


*SiR  ALBERT  ROLLIT  (Islington.  S.) 
desired  to  express  the  strong  feelings 
against  the  administration  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  with  regard  to  the 
undue  limitation  enforced  by  the  Depart- 
ment in  relation  to  the  term  for  the  repay- 
ment of  local  loans.  He  regretted  that  las 
action  had  to  take  the  form  of  an  Amend- 
ment on  the  question  of  the  President  of 
the  Board's  salary,  because  all  who  had 
been  brought  into  contact  with  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  acknowledge  not 
only  the  courtesy  but  the  sympathetic 
attention  and  the  desire  to  effect  any 
reasonable  reform  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  invariably  displayed.  He 
therefore  hoped  that  such  a  reply  would 
be  given  as  would  make  it  unnecessary  to 
press  the  Amendment.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  hitherto  been  in  a  posi- 
tion of  difficulty  owing  to  the  long- 
established  practice  of  the  Department ; 
he  had  been  environed  by  precedents 
to  which  many  Members  were  averse. 
From  those  bonds  it  was  ^desired  to 
release  him,  in  order  that  he  might 
take  a  more  modern  view  of  the  matter 
than  that  suggested  by  even  the  Act  of 
1875,  and  do  something  to  enable  local 
authorities  to  carry  out  the  great  duties 
entrusted  to  them  by  Parliament. 

Let  the  Committee  look  at  the  position 
in  regard  to  the  terms  for  the  repayment 
of  loans  in  connection  with  the  housing 
of  the  working  classes.  The  housing 
question  was  one  of  acknowledged  import- 
ance, not  only  in  London,  but  through- 
out the  country.  Although  the  Acts 
bore  the  name  of  the  "  working  classes," 
the  legislation  against  overcrowding— 
for  the  reduction  of  congestion,  which 
was  sometimes  of  a  very  dangerous 
character — was  not  in  any  sense  class 
legislation  ;  it  was  in  the  interests  of  the 
health  and  strength  of  the  whole  com- 
munity. It  must  not,  therefore,  be  said 
that  the  local  authorities  were  pressing 
socialistic  propositions.  On  the  contrary, 
they  were  consulting  the  best  and  highest 
interests  of  the  whole  community  in 
endeavouring  to  end  a  state  of  things 
such  as  that  under  which  in  London— and 
the  same  might  be  said  of  other  great 
cities — at  least  one-fifth  of  the  population 
were  overcrowded,  more  than  half  a 
million  living  under  conditions  in  which 
many  persons,  of  both  sexes,  occupied 
one  room,  and  in  that  endeavour  the 
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Department  ought  to  give  the  local 
authorities  every  possible  facility  in  its 
administration  of  the  Acts  of  Parliament. 
By  the  Act  of  1890  the  term  for  the 
repayment  of  loans  was  fixed  at  not 
exceeding  sixty  years.  That  was  indi- 
cative of  the  feeling  of  Parliament,  and 
it  was  doubtless  intended  to  cover  not  one 
part  only,  but  the  whole  scheme.  The 
Housing  Act  incorporated  the  loan  pro- 
visions of  the  Public  Health  Act,  and 
the  words  of  the  Act  passed  in  1875 
were  very  material.    Those  words  were — 

"  Money  may  be  borrowed  for  such  time  not 
exceeding  sixty  years  as  the  local  authority, 
with  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  may  determine  in  each  case.*' 

Whatever  might  have  been  the  practice 
d  the  Department,  the  primary  duty 
and  right  to  determine  the  period  of  the 
repayment  was  there  cast  on  the  local 
authority,  doubtless  because  the  local 
authority  had  knowledge  and  experience 
of  the  locality  and  was  charged  with  the 
responsibility  of  local  administration. 
But  the  practice  had  grown  up  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  determining 
the  period,  despite,  and  very  frequently 
in  ab.solute  conflict  with,  the  determina- 
tion of  the  local  authority.  In  other 
words,  the  Local  Government  Board  had 
usurped  the  functions  of  the  local  author- 
ity and  reversed  the  principle  established 
by  Parliament. 

But  there  was  worse  than  that.  Parlia- 
ment had  suggested  sixty  years  as  the 
maximum,  and  the  practice  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  had  been  to  reduce 
that  period  to  forty  years.  The  words 
he  had  already  quoted  meant  that  the 
I^rticular  circumstances  of  each  applica- 
tion were  to  be  taken  into  account, 
enforced  by  the  local  knowledge  and 
experience  of  the  local  authority,  and 
sanctioned  or  otherwise,  according  to  the 
circumstances,  by  the  Government  De- 
partment. Instead  of  that,  a  crystallised 
and  cast-iron  rule  had  been  established, 
and  the  common-form  answer  to  the 
local  authorities  was  that  **  It  is  our 
practice  to  allow  a  term  of  forty  years." 
That,  he  submitted,  was  not  in  accord- 
ance with  the  spirit  or  the  letter  of  the 
section.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the 
Department,  without  any  legislative 
authority  whatever,  had  sub-divided  the 
thing  into  three  parts— (1)  fifty  years  in 
respect  of  the   land  (2)  forty  years  for 
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the  buildings,  and  (3)  twenty  for  street 
improvements.     What  an  anomaly  the 
last  item  was,  for  local  authorities  con- 
stantly came  to  the  House  for  gas  Bills, 
and  they  regularly  got  whole  terms  of 
sixty  years  upon  things  which  partly  de- 
pended upon    perishable  pipes   in    the 
streets.     He  ventured  to  say  that  sixty 
years  was  a  reasonable  term,  and  there 
was     no     reason     for     its     reduction 
as  a  general  rule  to  forty  years.     As  a 
result  of  this,  the  repayment  of  loans  over 
a  period  of  forty  years  in  respect  of  land 
amounts  to  £3  15s.  percent.;  in  respect 
of  buildings,  5  per  cent.  ;  and  in  respect 
of  street  improvements,  £6  15s  ;  and  eo 
they  got  to  6  or  7  per  cent,  before  they 
came  to  any  question  of  repairs  or  main- 
tenance, which  any  authority  must  see 
to  before  it  could  expect  anything  in  the 
shape    of    remunerative    return.     That 
meant  either  that  the  rates  would  have 
to  be  appealed  to,  or  that  they  woiJd  be 
providing  for  a  class  not  contemplated 
by  Parliament ;  or  it   meant   probably 
that  local  authorities  would  do  little  or 
nothing  at  all  to  carry  out  the  intentions 
of  Parliament  whatever  the  demands  of 
the  situation.      But  the  local  authorities 
did  not  think  that  Parliament  thus  meant, 
from  sentimental  or  other  political  or 
partisan  or  campaigning  reasons,  to  give 
with  one  hand  a   public   advantage  to 
be  taken  away  with  the  other  hand  by 
the  Administrative  Department. 

Feeling  as  they  did  their  responsibility 
in  this  great  matter,  the  local  authorities 
asked  that  every  possible  facility  should 
be  given  by  the  Department  to  carry  out 
the  intentions  of  rarliament.  He  did 
not  think  that  he  ought  to  put  a  case  of 
that  kind  merely  in  general  terms,  and  he 
felt  bound  to  give  some  specific  instance. 
He  would  take  the  case  of  Hull.  He 
had  to  acknowledge  the  very  great  cour- 
tesy extended  to  him  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  when  he  brought 
the  matter  before  him.  Hull  was  per- 
mitted to  erect  dwellings,  and  had  ap- 
pealed to  the  President  to  make  the  term 
of  the  loan  sixty  years,  and  it  received 
the  inexorable  answer  that  the  Depart- 
ment was  bound  by  practice  and  prece- 
dent, and  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  do 
what  was  asked.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man not  only  gave  that  answer,  but  the 
Department  put  an  insoluble  problem 
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before    the    HuUj  Corporation.    They 
said      the      Corporation      must      not 
Kiharge    rents  which    the    classes    for 
whom    the    dwellings    were    intended 
.could    not    aflford   to    pay,    and    they 
must  secure  a  revenue  adequate  to  meet 
.all  expenses.     So  that  two  obligations 
were  put  upon  the  Corporation  which 
were  absolutely  impossible  of  fulfilment, 
.and  were  practically  self -contradictory.  If 
.the  first  obligation  was  carried  out,  the 
Corporation  would  suffer,  and  from  what 
he  heard  he  thought  the  Corporation 
would  be  very  careful  before  entering 
upon  such  a  crusade  again  without  know- 
ing what  the  Department  was  likely  to 
.do.     Why  should  the  Hull  Corporation 
have  only  forty  years  when  London  had 
.sixty  ]    What  was  the  reason  for  such  a 
distinction  between  the  two  cases  1   Was 
property  more  perishable  in  Hull  1    It 
might  be  said  that  the  Act  of  Parliament 
gave   sixty  years  in  London.     But  the 
Act  of  Parliament  said,  **  not  exceeding 
sixty  years."     Then    why   should   the 
figures    be     commanding    in     London 
and  under  the  same  words  be  refused 
for  Hull  ]    He  thought  the  same  obli- 
gation recognised  in  London  should  be 
.allowed  to  provincial  corporations,  and 
they  should  be  dealt  with  exactly  on  the 
same  footing. 

He  would  now  take  the  case  of  Ply- 
mouth. He  had  seen  the  Mayor  and 
Town  Clerk  of  Plymouth  upon  this  sub- 
ject, and  they  told  him  that  the  result 
-of  the  action  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  Plymouth  had  been  to  saddle 
the  Corporation  with  a  loss  of  £800  a 
year.  The  mayor  told  him  that  they 
were  most  anxious  to  carry  out  these 
matters  on  business  and  reasonable, 
and  even,  to  some  extent,  philanthropic 
principles.  They  had  done  their  best  to 
do  so,  but,  owing  to  the  administration 
of  the  Department,  they  had  practically 
found  it  impossible  to  make  the  houses 
pay  a  reasonable  percentage,  or  to  serve 
the  class  intended  to  be  benefited.  Though 
it  might  be  said  that  the  difference 
created  by  the  longer  term  might  be 
small,  it  was  that  very  margin  of  dif- 
ference which  often  created  the  difference 
between  a  reasonable  and  an  exorbitant 
rent.  It  was  just  that  difference  which 
n\ade  it  either  possible  on  business  terms 
or  impossible  upon  philanthropic  terms 
ito'^do  what  Parliament  intended.     He 
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could  confirm  absolutely  the  figures  of 
his  hon.  friend  opposite  in  regard  to 
North  London,  where  there  was  a  dif- 
ference in  two  and  three-roomed  houses 
of  Is.  4d.  down  to  lid.  per  week,  which 
sums  were  of  the  greatest  importance 
to  men  of  the  smallest  means  who  had 
the  greatest  claims  to  be  cared  for  in  this 
matter,  and  who  were  the  very  class 
who  were  ejected,  and  whom  they 
were  bound  to  do  their  best  to  reasonably 
accommodate  and  help,  and  he  alto- 
gether objected  to  the  practice  of  the 
Department,  as  at  Hull,  in  fixing  one 
general  rule  of  forty  years  instead  of  the 
local  authority  getting  the  benefit  of  the 
Act  by  determining  the  term,  according 
to  the  probable  life  of  the  works,  which 
they  knew  best,  with  the  sanction  of  the 
Department. 

He  could  not  do  otherwise  than  admit 
that  there  should  be  some  reasonable 
central  check  upon  local  expenditure, 
but  it  should  not  be  full  of  anomalies. 
It  should  be  consistent,  and  what  was 
good  for  London  should  be  also  given  to 
the  provinces  in  dealing  with  this  matter; 
the  maximum  London  term  ought,  more- 
over, to  be  increased,  with  the  provincial 
one,  to  100  years  instead  of  sixty.  What  he 
complained  of  was  that  the  Department, 
instead  of  acting  up  to  the  statutes,  and 
making  the  most  of  them,  limited  and 
narrowed  them  down.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  predecessor  told  them  when 
he  was  speaking  upon  this  subject  that 
he  was  the  trustee  for  posterity.  No- 
body objected  to  posterity  having  a 
trustee,  but  they  should  remember  that 
posterity  would  get  the  benefit  of  this 
expenditure  by  works  of  longer  Ufe  than 
forty  years,  by  healthier  surroundings 
and  better  conditions,  and  one  who 
was  also  trustee  for  the  over- 
burdened taxpayers  of  to-day  ought  not 
to  be  seduced  from  his  duty  by  thinking 
too  much  of  posterity  in  this  matter. 
Posterity  ought  to  bear  its  share  of  the 
burden,  and  they  desired  that  the  trustee 
should  look  at  this  matter  and  see  that 
the  burden  was  properly  adjusted. 
He  had  had  opportunities  of  ascertaining 
what  the  feeling  of  local  authorities  was 
upon  this  matter.  The  Municipal  Corpo- 
rations Association  which,  representing 
all  the  corporations  of  the  country,  had 
made  the  strongest  representations  to  the 
right    hon.    Gentleman    and  .  his    pre- 
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•decessors  upon  this  subject.  He  had 
had  the  pleasure  of  attending  a  confer- 
ence held  in  his  own  constituency  of 
tlington  upon  this  matter,  and  a  reso- 
lution was  unanimously  passed,  indicating 
the  strongest  feeling  upon  this  subject  on 
the  part  of  the  metropolitan  boroughs.  He 
did  not  think  that  what  they  asked  for 
was  at  all  unreasonable.  They  asked  for 
a  maximum  term  of  100  years,  that  the 
term  for  buildings  should  be  increased, 
and  that  the  land  should  be  regarded 
as  a  continuing  and  permanent  asset 
against  the  liabilities.  There  were  pre- 
cedents for  this  in  the  Public  Health 
Act  of  1875  in  the  case  of  sewage  farms, 
where  the  amount  to  be  borrowed  might 
be  three-fourths  of  the  value  or  cost,  and 
here  the  land  was  regarded  as  a  con- 
tinuing asset  just  as  they  asked  that 
land  should  be  treated  in  this  instance. 
In  some  other  Acts  the  property  acquired 
was  held  as  a  continuing  asset,  and  was 
not  to  be  taken  into  account  in  calcu- 
lating the  powers  of  the  local  authorities 
to  borrow  under  the  Acts — for  instance, 
under  the  Small  Allotments  Act. 

They  had  to  go  to  Germany  for  a 
great  many  things,  and  they  had  a 
precedent  in  that  country  which  was 
worth  following.  In  Prussia  the  general 
loan  repayment  term  was  100  years,  and 
it  might  be  increased  in  the  case  of  the 
housing  of  the  working  classes  because  of 
the  excellence  and  the  necessity  of  the 
object  in  view.  He  would  remind  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  a  similar  recom- 
mendation for  lengthening  the  term  was 
made  by  the  Royal  Commission  of  1884- 
^5.  He  did  not  wish  to  labour  the  point, 
and  all  he  had  endeavoured  to  do  was  to 
put  what  he  considered  was  a  reasonable 
-case  before  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
and  he  felt  sure  that  he  would  have  his 
sympathy  upon  this  point.  He  hoped 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  would  be  supported  in  this  matter 
by  both  sides  of  the  House.  He  did 
wish  to  go  to  a  division  with  his  Amend- 
ment, because  he  knew  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  very  readily 
grasp  what  was  the  general  sense  of  the 
House  upon  this  matter,  if  that  sense 
was  adequately  expressed  from  both  sides, 
for  this  was  no  party  question. 

There  was  one  other  matter  he  wished 
to  allude  to.  He  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  take  some  steps  to 
limit  the  number  of  inquiries  which  had 


to  be  held  before  any  scheme  was  settled. 
Why  could  they  not  follow  the  precedent 
of  Parliament  in  regard  to  Provisional 
Orders,  and  make  one  inquiry  do  1 
He  knew  of  instances  where  good  sites 
had  been  lost  in  consequence  of  delays. 
He  asked  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  deal  sympathetically  with  the 
Corporations  who  were  most  anxious 
to  do  their  duty,  not  only  to  the  working- 
classes  by  housing  them  properly,  but 
also  to  the  community  by  securing 
healthier  surroundings.  He  hoped  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  listen  to  the 
appeals  which  had  been  made  to  him 
on  behalf  of  the  local  authorities.  He 
moved  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by 
£500. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'*  That  the  Vote  by  reduced  by  £100."— 
(Sir  Albert  Rollit.) 

Mr.  HARTLEY  (Islington,  N.)  said 
this  was  a  question  which  all  London 
Members  must  take  a  keen  interest  in. 
As  a  London  representative  he  hoped  he 
j  was  behind  none  in  his  desire  to  see 
some  practical  measure  carried  out  in 
order  to  deal  with  the  housing  of  the 
working  classes.  He  wished,  however, 
to  be  quite  candid.  He  regretted  to 
hear  that  this  subject  was  being  run 
upon  the  line  of  extending  the  time, 
and  making  it  easier  to  borrow  at 
the  present  moment,  which  was  not 
in  any  way  a  solution  of  this  great 
problem.  This  was  to  his  mind  a  delu- 
sion. It  seemed  a  very  easy  thing  to 
extend  the  period  of  repayment,  and  it 
was  said  that  tliis  would  at  once  reduce 
the  cost  and  make  rents  cheaper.  But 
anybody  who  would  go  into  actuarial 
facts  knew  perfectly  well  that  th  diflPer- 
ence  between  sixty  years  and  100  years 
made  only  a  fractional  diflPerence  in  the 
result  of  the  borrowing.  Some  people 
seemed  to  imagine  that  if  a  sum  of  money 
could  be  borrowed  for  100  years  at  a 
certain  rate  the  same  sum  could  be  bor- 
rowed for  200  years  at  half  the  rate.  The 
difference  between  borrowing  for  60 
years  and  100  years  was  merely  frac- 
tional, and  the  result  made  very  Uttle 
difference  in  the  rate  charged.  He  pro- 
tested against  the  statement  which  had 
been  made  by  the  hon.  Member  who  had 
just  spoken  that  this  made  all  the  differ- 
ence   between    housing  those  who  de. 
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served  to  be  housed  and  those  who  did 
not.  The  extension  of  the  period  would 
practical  y  make  no  difference.  It  was 
a  most  dangerous  thing  to  encourage 
localities  to  borrow  with  very  long  periods 
for  repayment.  Those  who  had  watched 
the  growth  of  localindebtednessduringthe 
past  thirty  years  could  not  be  otherwise 
but  alarmed  at  the  enormous  develop- 
ment which  had  taken  place.  He  hoped 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  would  continue  to  hold  a  very 
strong  hand  in  preventing  the  extension 
of  the  period  for  the  repayment  of  loans. 
The  tendency  of  locaHties  was  to  borrow 
largely.  Some  people  seemed  to  think 
that  if  they  left  out  the  land  •  hat  would 
really  make  a  f^ub8tantial  difference  in 
the  loan,  but  it  would  practically  make 
no  difference  at  all.  He  therefore  wished 
to  dissociate  himself  altogether  from  the 
idea  that  the  housing  of  the  working 
classes  would  be  benefitted  to  any  great 
extent  by  the  extension  of  the  period  for 
the  repayment  of  loans. 

The  subject  wanted  the  most  careful 
and  far-reaching  investigation.  One  great 
difficulty  to  his  mind  was  that  they  had 
made  it  almost  impossible  for  private 
local  effort  to  assist  in  the  matter.  All 
the  best  results  had  been  achieved  by 
pri  ate  local  effort,  but  that  had  been 
discouraged  both  by  the  action  of  munici- 
palities and  by  the  law  ;  and  it  seemed 
to  him  that  the  matter  should  b?  in- 
quired into  very  carefully.  The  law  of 
landlord  and  tenant  was  now  in  a  very 
unsatisfactory  condition,  and  that  was 
largely  responsible  for  the  abhorrence  cf 
many  persons  to  invest  in  property,  and 
to  have  any  transactions  in  small  pro- 
perty. To  his  knowledge  a  great  part 
of  a  section  of  London  owned  by  a  City 
company  was  not  let  to  individuals  at 
all,  but  was  let  to  middlemen  eight  or 
ten  houses  at  a  time.  Nothing  could  be 
worse  than  that  system,  because  it  re- 
moved all  interest  between  landlord  and 
tenant.  It  was  because  the  law  between 
landlord  and  tenant  was  so  unsatisfactory, 
so  complicated,  and  so  unfair  to  the  land- 
lord that  people  would  not  invest  in 
houses  in  the  ordinary  way,  and  the 
consequence  was  that  houses  were  farmed 
out  as  he  had  stated.  Before  that  great 
question  could  le  settled,  ParUament 
must  be  bold  enough  to  put  an  end  to  the 
whole  system  of  the  tenure  of  houses, 
Mr,  Barthy, 


not  fromi  any  mere    claptrap  point    of 
view  or  from  political  expediency,  but  in 
order  to  encourage  people  in  every  •  lass 
of  hfe  to  invest  their  money  in  buildings^ 
Some  years  ago  Miss  Octavia  Hill  did 
graat  work  in  that  way.     She  Uved  in  a 
block  owned,  or  partly  owned,  by  herself, 
and  he  considered  that  that  system  had. 
prospects  of  great  success.     He  should' 
like  to  see  people  of  culture  encouraged 
to  own  houses  and  to  Uve  on  the  spot,, 
but  in  the  present  state  of  the  law  it  was- 
impossible  to  expect  people  to  do  that- 
He  had  had  to  do  with  the  building  of 
several  blocks,  and  although  he  did  not 
wish  to  parade  anything  he  had  done, 
he  had  seen  most  excellent  results.     He 
found,  however,  it  was  very  difficult  to 
get  rid  of  objectionable  tenants  who  were- 
a  nuisance  to  all  their  neighbours,  and 
the  law  was  sucLthat  unless  the  landlord, 
were  very  drastic  indeed,  such  tenants 
could  not  be  got  rid  of.     The  idea  was  that 
the  question  could,  not  be  dealt  with  by 
private  enterprise,  but  that  it  must  be- 
settled    by    the   local    authorities  in  aa 
heroic  manner.     He  did  not  mean  in 
any  way  to  discourage  local  authorities, 
but  they  knew  very  well  that  the  residt 
of   the   action   of  the   London   County 
Council   was    not   satisfactory.     It   was 
extremely  costly,  and  did  not  supply  the 
wants  of  the  people  it  was  intended  to- 
cater  for.     If  that  was  the  system  on 
which  the  great  mass  of  the  people  were 
to  be  rehoused,  it  was  a  bad  look-out. 
Hp  also  ventured  to  say  that  it  was  not 
desirable,  from  political  and  other  stand- 
points, that  a  great  body  like  the  London 
County  Council  should  be  the  landlord, 
of  an  enormous  mass  of  the  population. 
It  was  obvious  that  that  was  undesirable. 
He  should  Hke  to  see  a  small  practical 
Commission  or  other  inquiry  into  the 
present   administration    of   the   law   as 
between  landlord  and  tenant,  and  some 
means  devised  by  which  people  would  be- 
encouraged    to    interest    themselves    in 
that    class    of    property.     Again,     the- 
interference  of  the  local  authorities  was- 
very  serious.     They,   no  doubt,    me^nt 
well,  but  they  discouraged  people  from 
entering  on  such  enterprises-     He  had 
previously   stated    his    own    experience, 
in  which  the  action  of  the  local  authority 
was  so  drastic  that  really  and  truly  the 
premises  had  to  be  closed.     There  were 
also  continual  irritation/ and) ^changes  of 
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'Opinion  on  the  part  of  the  local  authority. 
One  day  a  cistern  was  to  be  put  in ; 
later  the  same  man  required  it  to  be  taken 
•out ;  and  later  again  it  had  Xo  be  re- 
placed. That  prevented  people  from 
investing  money  in  the  improvement  of 
ithe  housing  of  the  working  classes.  As 
regarded  people  better  off  than  the. abso- 
lutely poor,  there  was  no  diflSculty  in 
^providing  for  them  by  private  enterprise. 
Several  hon.  Gentlemen  were  engaged 
in  building  in  all  quarters  of  London 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  houses  for 
people  of  moderate  means.  There  was 
no  reason  why  that  should  not  be 
•encouraged  for  the  poor  also.  Be  .pro- 
tested against  the  delusion  that  the 
•question  was  to  be  settled  by  extending 
the  period  of  the  loans.  That  would 
•effect  very  Uttle,  almost  nothing,  in  the 
direction  of  reducing  rents,  and  posterity 
•should  not  be  saddled  with  such  enor- 
mous debts.  Sixty  years  should  be  the 
-outside  Umit,  as  few  artisans'  dwellings 
were  worth  much  after  that  period,  and 
probably  before  it  elapsed  they  would  be 
out  of  date.  The  Committee  ought  to 
:8upport  the  Local  Government  Board 
in  requiring  the  present  generation  to 
•bear  its  just  share, 

Mr.  HARWOOD  (Bolton)  said  that  he 
had  listened  to  one  or  two  of  the  axioms 
•of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just 
spoken  with  amazement.  He  wondered 
whether  he  was  listening  to  one  of  the 
-greatest  financial  authorities  in  the 
House,  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  was 
Itnown  to  be,  or  to  Baron  Munchausen, 
when  he  heard  the  hon.  Gentleman 
istate  that  it  really  made  no  difference, 
•or  scarcely  any,  whether  a  loan  was  for 
-forty  years  or  sixty  years.  His  own 
•experience  was  that  it  made  a  great 
•difference.  It  might  be  quite  true  thjtt 
sixty  years  was  long  enough — that  was 
another  question — but  to  take  up  the 
position  that  the  period  of  repayment 
made  no  difference 

Mr.  BARTLEY  said  his  statement  was 
that  it  made  only  a  very  small  difference. 

Mr.  HARWOOD  said  it  -made  a 
•difference,  and  a  substantial  difference. 
The  poor  lived  within  a  very  fine 
margin,  and  therefore  the  whole  prob- 
lem should  be  .worked  out  iOn  that  prin- 


ciple.- He  was  sorry  to  have  to  run  across 
the  track  of  such  an  interesting  subject, 
but  that  was  inevitable  in  such  debates. 

He  desired  to  impress  on  the  President 
of   the    Local    Government    Board    the 
importance  of  the  great  problem  of  deal- 
ing with  pauper  children.     He  was  quite 
aware   he   need   not   ask   the   personal 
sympathy  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
but  great  oflScials  could  not  act  without 
the    support    of    public    opinion.     He 
wished  to  say  a  few  words  to  help  in  a 
small  way  to  arouse  a  Uttle  more  public 
interest   in   the   matter,    and  to   create 
public  opinion  to  support  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  pursuing  what  he  thought 
was  the  right  course.     The  public  did 
not  quite  reahse  the  seriousness  of  the 
problem.     Hon.  Members  as  representa- 
tives of  the  State  should  remember  that 
they  were  the  fathers  of  50,000  children, 
and  were  practically  responsible  for  their 
future  as  well  as  for  their  present.     Not 
only  that,  but  that  family  was  in  the 
greatest  jeopardy  of  going  wrong.     They 
were  the  50,000  children  of  whom  they 
should   be   the   most   anxious,    because 
they  stood  in  a  most  difficult  and  danger- 
ous position.  He  wished  to  impress  on  the 
Committee  a  truth  which  was  forced  on 
them  more  and  more  by  experience,  that 
if  they  wished  to  get  rid  of  pauperism 
they  should  put  in  an  intercepting  pipe. 
That  policy  had  been  most  successful  as 
regarded   crime.     He  had  to  do  with  a 
reformatory  for  many  years,  and  he  had 
watched  the  careers   of  hundreds   and 
hundreds  of  boys,   and  the  system   of 
taking  them  from  their  evil  surround- 
ings     and     placing     them      in      good 
surroundings      had      been      eminently 
successful.      He     wanted     that     system 
to     be     applied     to     pauper     children. 
Pauperism,  after  all,  was  like  crime  and 
drinking — it  was  very  much  of  a  pro- 
fession,   and    descended    from  father  to 
son.     The    children    grew    up    in    that 
atmosphere,  and  took  to  the  occupation 
of    the    parent,    and    what,    therefore, 
should  be  done  was  to  take  them  from 
the    atmosphere    and    put    them    into 
another  air,  to  lift  them  up  to  be  ordi- 
nary citizens,  and  in  a  wonderfully  short 
time  they  became  as  good    as    anyone 
else.     As  to  the  conclusion  to  be  drawn, 
they  were  all  agreed  that  pauper  children 
should  be  kept  as  much  as  possible  from 
every  association    with  the.  workhouse. 
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If  they  had  to  be  detained  for  a  short 
time,  they  should  be  detained  elsewhere. 
There  was  a  subtle  influence  of  con- 
tamination in  the  workhouse,  and  the 
children  caught  words  and  tones  of 
thought  and  feeling  from  which  they 
might  never  be  rescued.  Therefore  the 
first  condition  was  that  pauper  children 
should  be  kept  free  from  the  contami- 
nation of  the  workhouse.  But,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  in  the  Metropolis  alone, 
more  than  3,000  children  were  in  work- 
houses or  in  infirmaries  connected  with 
workhouses.  That  was  not  as  it  should 
be,  and  they  could  imagine  how  far  it 
extended  all  over  the  country.  It  might 
be  said  that  that  was  temporary ;  but  he 
would  put  it  to  hon.  Member*,  if  their 
own  children  were  concerned  how  jealous 
and  careful  they  would  be  that  they 
should  not  be  brought  even  for  a  short 
time  into  touch  with  contaminating 
associations. 

Granted,  therefore,  that  these  pauper 
children  should  be  kept  clear  of  work- 
houses, what  remained  ?  Two  sys- 
tems were  available ;  one  was  to  put 
them  into  what  were  called  barrack 
schools,  and  the  other  was  to  send  them 
into  homes  either  among  other  people 
or  into  small  homes  by  themselves.  A 
great  deal  of  extravagant  nonsense  had 
been  talked  about  the  question.  There 
were  some  people  who  could  see  notliing 
but  good  in  one  system,  and  nothing 
but  evil  in  any  other.  He  did  not  believe 
that  view  was  correct.  Certain  things 
could  be  said  for  the  large  barrack 
schools.  He  had  seen  one  which  created 
a  very  admirable  impression,  and  there- 
fore he  was  not  prepared  to  say  that 
they  were  all  bad.  But  he  wanted  the 
Committee  to  look  at  the  matter  from  a 
general  point  of  view.  He  was  bound  to 
say  that  experience  seemed  to  point  in 
the  direction  of  boarding  out  the  children 
in  small  homes  rather  than  putting 
them  into  large  houses.  It  should  be 
remembered  that  when  large  masses  of 
children  were  brought  together  it  made 
them  mechanical  and  dull ;  they  became 
a  sort  of  machine-made  article,  and  the 
consequence  was  that  they  did  not  in 
after  life  come  up  to  what  was  expected 
of  them.  It  was  a  moral  as  well  as  a 
physical  question.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  knew  that  in  some  large 
institutions  ophthalmia  was  twelve  times 
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&8  prevalent  as  it  ordinarily  should  be,, 
and  moral  ophthalmia  was  equally  pre- 
valent.   What    was    the    experience    o£ 
other      countries  1       Scotland,      whose 
example  was  worth  foUowing  in  mattera 
of  education,  boarded  out  84  per  cent.  o£ 
her   pauper    children ;  Switzerland,    74 
per  cent.  ;  Russia,  90  per  cent. ;  France 
and    Germany    boarded    out    all    their 
pauper  children ;  whereas  England  only- 
boarded  out  5  per  cent.     That  showed 
that  they  had  not  given  the  boarding 
out    83^tem    a    suflSciently    large    triaL 
His    hon.    friend   had   stated   that   the 
Government  had  not  kept  their  promise,, 
but  of  course  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
was  not  responsible  for  that.     Although 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  predecessor 
had  stated  that  the  policy  of  the  Depart- 
ment  would  be  a  policy  of  segregation,, 
yet  £50,000  had  since  be6n  sanctioned 
for  barrack  schools,  and  although  they 
were  told  in  1898  that  one  of  the  largest 
barrack    schools  —  Sutton  —  would    be 
closed,  it   was  still   open.     He  thought 
there   should   be   some   explanation   on 
those  two  points.    He  did  not  say  the 
boarding-out  system  was  absolutely  and 
entirely  the  best  system,   but  it  ought 
to  be  fairly  and  completely  looked  into. 
He  did  not  guarantee  the  figures,  but 
it  was  said  that  while  the  cost  per  head 
in  the  barrack  schools  was  £29,  boarding 
out    only    cost   £13    a    head.     A    child 
boarded  out  with  a  family  learned  one 
of  the  most  important  things  possible  for 
a  child,  and  that  was  the  spirit  of  family 
life,   interest  in  the  practical  affairs  of 
everyday   life,    and   the    humanities  of 
famUy  life,  which  all  counted  for  a  good 
deal  of  education.     Again,  the  childreB 
made    friends.     In    Bolton    the   system 
had    been    tried.     About    100    children 
had  been  boarded  out,  and  the  universal 
opinion  was  that  it  was  extremely  suc- 
cessful   in    every    way,    a     number  of 
philanthropic,     kind  -  hearted    women 
taking    charge    of    it.     Those    children 
made  friends,  and  he  could  not  imagine 
anything  better  for  a  poor  pauper  child 
than  that  he  should  have  a  friend  to 
j  take  an  interest  in   him  in   after  life. 
;  The  system  also  helped  the  people  with 
whom  the  children  boarded.     He  would 
not  discuss  the  question  further.    It  was 
a  difficult  one,  and  he  admitted  that  it 
might  be  regarded  from  more  than  one 
point  of  view. 
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♦Sir  MICHAEL  FOSTER  (London 
University),  referring  to  the  case  of  Dr. 
Tebb,  said  that  he  had  the  pleasure  of 
knowing  that  gentleman  was  one  of  his 
pupils,  and  he  could  speak  in  the  highest 
terms  of  his  general  ability  and  character; 
but  he  had  read  his  book  on  vaccination, 
and  he  found  that  Dr.  Tebb  was  of  opinion 
that  vaccination  was  perfectly  useless  in 
struggling  against  smallpox.  Vaccination 
was  the  legalised  means  of  struggling 
against  smallpox  in  this  country,  and  he 
could  not  conceive  how  anyone  holding  the 
views  of  Dr.  Tebb  could  be  a  proper  and 
efficient  instrument  of  the  Government 
in  the  combat  against  smallpox.  He  was 
the  last  person  in  the  world  to  find  fault 
with  a  man  for  his  opinions,  but  he  ven- 
tured to  think  that  there  were  certain 
opinions  which  it  was  essential  that  an 
officer  of  health  should  hold.  Supposing 
Dr.  Tebb  held  that  smallpox,  measles, 
and  scarlet  fever  were  not  infectious, 
could  he  possibly  act  as  medical  oflScer 
for  health  when  it  was  his  duty  to  struggle 
against  the  infection  of  those  diseases  by 
means  of  the  instructions  which  the 
Government  supplied  ?  He  thought  the 
refusal  to  accept  the  appointment  of  Dr. 
Tebb  was  perfectly  justified. 

*Mr.  duke  (Plymouth)  hoped  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Local  Government  Board 
would  not  adopt  the  reactionary  views  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  North  Islington  on 
the  housing  of  the  poor.     If  the  matter 
were  left  to  private  enterprise  it  must  only 
be  set  back.     The  disgraceful  and  scan- 
dalous conditions  of  life  that  were  to  be 
found   in  this  country  had  grown  up 
under  private  enterprise,  whilst  the  im- 
provement in  the  last  twenty  years  had 
been  the  result  of  encouragement,  and 
sometimes  coercion  on  the  part  of  the 
State,  to  put  an  end  to  the  scandal,  and 
to  recommend  the  victims  of  the  present 
system  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  specu- 
lative builder  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  severe 
form  of   irony.      The  hon*  Member  for 
South     Islington    had    referred    to  the 
experience  he  had  had  in  these  matters, 
and   he   showed   very  clearly  that  the 
present  system   was  a  long  way  from 
being  perfect.      That  was  very  general 
experience.      In  Plymouth  there   were 
some  of  the  most  congested  districts  that 
could  be  found  in  the  country,  and  the 


had  done  their  best  for  many  years  to- 
remedy  the  evil  of  overcrowding.    They 
had  cleared  certain  insanitary  areas,  and, 
though  they  had  provided  a  few  excellent 
blocks  of  buildings,  they  had  come  to  a 
dead   stop,    because   under  the   present 
system  there  was  no  adequate  provision, 
for   replacing  the  population  displaced, 
by  clearances.    It  was  true  they  had  re- 
housed a  certain  number  by  the  erection 
of  artisans'  dwellings,  but  the  population 
the  Corporation  of  Plymouth  had  to  deal 
with  was  much  below  the  artisan  class^ 
and  they  were  driven  into  the  slums 
provided  by  private  enterprise,  because 
no  other  houses  were  provided.     What 
was  wanted  and  what  they  looked  for  in 
Plymouth  was  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  should,  at  any  rate,  make 
the  best  of  the  existing  facilities,  and  he 
contended  that  they  had  not  done  so. 
With  regard  to  the  extension  of  time  for 
the  repayment  of  loans  he  pointed  out' 
that  when  hon.  Members  spoke  lightly 
of  the  repayment  of  a  loan  in  forty  or 
sixty  years,  they  did  not  reaUse  that  the 
longer  time  given  represented  a  difference 
of  IJ  per  cent.,  and  that  l\  per  cent, 
meant   the  difference    between    private 
enterprise    and     municipal     enterprise. 
There  had  been  a  stereotyped  mode  of 
dealing  with  this  matter  by  the  Local 
Government  Board.      Some   of    the  in- 
spectors, who  were  as  familiar  with  this 
system  as  most  men,  could  show  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  where  it  was  defective. 
He  thought  the  time  for  the  repayment 
of  loans  should  be  extended,  as  he  ob- 
jected   to   this   system   of  treating  the 
capital    expended    on    houses    for    the 
working-classes  as  if  it  were  the  duty  of 
the  present  generation  to  provide  coming 
generations  with  dwellings.     Why  should 
the  strugghng  man   in   these  days   be 
required  to  put  his  hand  in  his  pocket 
in  order  that  the  ratepayer  of  the  future 
might  become  possessed  of  landed  pro- 
perty 1    He  submitted  that  the  solution 
of   this  difficulty   lay   in    reducing   the 
burden  on  annual  expenditure  and  not 
increasing  it.     If  that  were  done  it  would 
be  the  first  step  towards  getting  rid  of  a 
great  difficulty  in  the  way  of  improving^ 
the  housing  of  the  poor.     That  was  am 
obstacle  which  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
Local    Government    Board    to    remove. 
Co^iition"of  Plymouth  were'^doing  and  I  Another   obstacle    that    might    be    re- 
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moved  was  the  expense  of  the  inquiries  as 
to  how  housing  schemes  should  be  carried 
out.     They    had    to    economise   to   the 
utmost  possible  point ;   they  had  to  find 
the  means  of  providing  dwellings  which 
CDuld  be  let  at  a  shilling  a  room  per  week, 
and  they  could  not  afford  to  disburse 
such  items  as  1 J  per  cent,  on  the  capital 
outlay  or  hundreds  of  pounds  in  holding 
needless  inquiries,  which  might  be  alto- 
gether dispensed  with  if  there  was  a  little 
more  liberty  of  action.     The  members 
and  officers  of  the  local  authorities  were 
'  quite  as   capable   of   dealing  with  these 
matters  as  those  sent  to  supervise  them. 
Again,  the  housing  schemes  were  bur- 
dened   with    very  extravagant   expense 
in  respect    of    plans,    and    still    larger 
expense   by  reason  of   regulations   and 
conditions    of    the    Local    Government 
Board,  which  insisted  that  the  security 
for     the     loans     should     be    provided 
in  the  most  expensive  manner.     It  was 
complained    that  when   Local    Govern- 
ment   Board    i^jquiries    were    held     in 
connection  with  loans  for  the  erection 
of  dwellings  the  inspector  did  not  consider 
liimself  bound  by  the  local  bye-laws,  but 
might  insist  on  requirements  which  were 
not  contained  in  them.     Could  there  be 
anjrthing  more  inconsistent  than  that, 
that  a  community  itself  should  not  be 
permitted    to    erect    dwellings    for    the 
poorest    classes    in    its    district    under 
bye-laws  which  had  been  sanctioned  by 
the  Local  Government  Board.     That  was 
in  his  opinion,  a  great  blot  on  the  present 
system.     He  was  told  by  persons  seeking 
to   administer  the   Housing   Acts   that 
these  things  put  difficulties  in  their  way, 
and  that  the  practical  result  was  a  dead- 
lock.    The  mistake  made  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  was  that  it  had  ap- 
plied too  hard  and  fast  a  rule  to  this  matter. 
The  result  was  that  whilst  in  Liverpool, 
where  the  corporation  had  a  free  hand, 
the  problem  of  housing  for  the  poorest 
members  of  the  community  had,  it  was 
believed,  been  practically  solved,  in  the 
country  at   large  the  system   put  into 
operation  under  the  rules  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  provided  accommoda- 
tion for  the  artisans,  but  failed  to  benefit 
those  who  were  pent  up  in  slums,  where  no 
human  being  should  be  allowed  to  live. 
He    hoped    the  right   hon.    Gentleman 
would  see    his   way  to    deal    with  the 
matter  in  such  a  way  that  other  towns 
Mr.  Duke, 


could   do   what   Liverpool   had   abeady 
done. 

*Mr.    T.    W.  RUSSELL   (Tyrone,   S.) 
said  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  saying  a 
few    words   mainly    on     the    children's 
question.     His  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for    Bolton  had   said   a    few    moments 
ago  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  non- 
sense talked  about  it  on  both  sides  of  the 
House.     He  (Mr.  Russell)  did  not  know 
how  that  might  be,  but  a  great  deal  had 
been  said  which  was  without  knowledge. 
There  was   a  good  deal  of  talk  without 
knowledge,  and  in  order  to  get  informa- 
tion from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  he 
proposed  to  put  a  few  questions  to  him. 
In  the  first  place,  he  should  Uke  to  know 
what  progress  had   been   made  in  the 
matter    of    breaking    up    the    barrack 
schools.     He  knew  that  a  good  deal  of 
progress    had    been    made    at    Sutton. 
That  school  had  been  described  as  one  of 
the  worst  of  the  barrack  schools.     He 
did  not  beUeve  a  word  of  that  statement ; 
he  beUeved  it  was  one  of  the  best.     The 
only  fault  he  had   ever    heard   of   that 
school    was   as    to    the   large    number 
of  children  which   had  to   be  crowded 
into  it.     Apart  from  that,  he  thought  it 
was  a  most  admirable  institution,  and 
undeserving  of  the  strictures  passed  upon 
it.     He  desired  to  know  what  progress 
had  been  made  with  regard  to  separate 
homes  in  Camberwell  for  these  children. 
They  had  heard  over  and  over  again 
complaints   about   the   delay   that   had 
occurred   in    breaking   up   the    barrack 
schools,    but   the    Committee    must    re- 
member that  if  they  had  to  provide  for 
five  thousand  children   elsewhere  they 
must    first    make    the   necessary    pro- 
vision,   and    this  necessitated    a    great 
deal    of  time.    The  boarding-out   ques- 
tion   had   very    properly    been    alluded 
to.     The  hon.  Gentlemen  who  had  dis- 
cussed that  matter  altogether  forgot  that 
there  was  only  a  certain  class  of  children 
in  England  which  could  be  boarded  out. 
They   looked  at  a   school   like  Sutton, 
and  other  large  schools  in  the  country, 
and  said,  '*  Why  are  these  children  kept 
there  ;  why  is  not  family  fife  cultivated ; 
why  should  they  not  grow  up  among 
other    children    in    private    famili^  1 " 
He  reminded  hon.  Members  that  it  was 
only  orphan  and  deserted  children  under 
the  law  who  could  be  boarded  out.     He 
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jisked  the  Committee  to  imagine  the 
•condition  of  affairs  which  would  arise  if 
they  boarded  out  some  of  the  children 
whose  parents  were  aUve,  and  the  parents 
went  down  to  the  foster-mother  and 
took  these  children,  as  they  could  claim 
the  right  to  do,  under  the  law.  As  to  the 
subject  of  loans  with  regard  to  the 
housing  problem,  he  submitted  that 
there  was  no  sacrifice  that  could  b  3  made 
thit  ought  not  to  be  made  in  order  to 
facilitate  this  work,  and  he  was  sure  that 
was  the  opinion  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  from  the  President  downwards. 
But  let  them  not  run  after  a  delusion. 
The  only  way  that  the  point  between  his 
hon.  friends  the  Members  for  IsHngton 
•could  be  solved  was  for  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  to  reduce  the  matter  to 
figures.  He  had  seen  the  figures  worked 
out  himself,  and  although  he  was  not  in 
the  habit  of  agreeing  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Islington — his  belief 
was  that  he  was  absolutely  right  in  his 
contention.  There  would  be  a  great 
<iifference  between  ten  and  twenty  years, 
but  the  difference  when  they  got  to  forty 
—between  forty  and  sixty,  or  between 
sixty  and  seventy — was  infinitesimal, 
^nd  would  not  alter  the  rent  of  a  single 
working  man  in  this  country.  His  hon. 
iriend  the  Member  for  Bolton  had  referred 
with  something  like  horror  to  the  fact 
that  there  were  3,000  children  still  in  the 
workhouses  and  infirmaries  of  London. 
But  how  many  of  those  children  were 
infants  -  in  -  arms  1  When  the  hon. 
Gentleman  spoke  of  London,  let  them 
remember  that  he  was  speaking  of 
^  city  with  a  greater  population  than 
Scotland  or  Ireland,  and  that  those 
-3,000  children  largely  consisted  of  chil- 
^ren-in-arms,  who  could  not  legally  be 
separated,  and  ought  not  on  any  account 
to  be  separated  from  their  parents. 

^iR.  HAY  (Shoreditch,  Hoxton)  did 
not  agree  with  the  view  that  the  ex- 
tension of  the  period  for  the  repayment 
of  loans  from  sixty  to  100  years  would 
not  make  an  appreciable  difference  in 
Jent. 

*Mr  WALTER  LONG  caUed  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  he  had  no  power  to 
•extend  the  loan  beyond  sixty  years. 
That  would  require  an  Act  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  HAY  said  he  only  desired  to  show 
that  the  period  of  repayment  materially 


affected  the  rent  charge  to  the  working 
man.  He  had  particulars  relating  to 
buildings  erected  in  St.  Leonard's,  Shore- 
ditch,  which  showed  that  if  repayment 
were  extended  from  sixty  to  100  years 
the  rent  of  a  three-room  suite  would  be 
reduced  from  8s.  6d.  to  7s.  2d.  a  week, 
and  of  a  two-room  suite  from  6s.  6d.  to 
5s.  7d.  That  would  be  a  very  great 
boon  to  the  working  classes.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  something  of  the  same 
sort  would  result  if  land  were  treated  in 
the  same  way.  He  sincerely  hoped  that 
the  red  tape  which  seemed  to  have 
clogged  the  administration  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  perhaps  the 
Treasury,  in  this  matter,  might  be 
removed,  and  that  when  next  year  his 
right  hon.  friend  laid  his  Estimates  before 
the  Committee  the  Board  would  have 
made  a  marked  step  in  the  administration 
of  the  present  law.  He  hoped  they 
would  not  be  met  with  a  rebuff ;  if 
they  were,  he  feared  a  very  serious  blow 
would  be  dealt  to  the  question  of  housing. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire, 
Ilkeston) :  Before  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man replies  on  the  very  discursive  debate 
which  has  taken  place,  I  would  just  like 
to  say  a  few  words  with  the  view  of 
bringing  all  the  matters  touched  upon 
into  focus.  With  regard  to  the  question 
of  the  appointment  of  medical  officer  of 
health,  a  strong  position  was  taken  up  by 
the  hon.  Member  who  sits  for  the  Univer- 
sity of  London.  I  can  quite  understand 
the  hon.  Member  for  Newington  bringing 
this  matter  forward  as  one  of  considerable 
hardship  on  an  individual ;  but  that  is 
not  the  way  in  which  to  look  at  this 
question,  and  I  think  the  right  hon. 
j  Gentleman  opposite  was  quite  right  in 
I  the  interests  of  public  health  in  refusing 
I  to  sanction  the  appointment  of  a  medical 
oflScer  cff  health  who  was  known  to  be 
unfavourable  to  vaccination.  Vaccina- 
tion, and  its  enforcement  to  a  certain 
extent,  is  the  law  of  the  land,  and  the 
principle  of  its  enforcement  is  not  in 
any  way  interfered  with  by  the  recent 
Act ;  and  I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  think 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  quite 
right  when  he  felt  it  would  be  a  very 
dangerous  experiment  to  appoint  a 
medical  officer  of  health  who  had  puh- 
lished  opinions  which  strongly  opposed — 
or  criticised — the  efficacy  of  vaccination. 
But  that  is   not  a  subject   of  general 
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interest,  and  I  think  we  are  satisfied 
with  the  attitude  of  the  Government 
in  the  matter. 

As  to  the  housing  of  the  people,  I 
have  a  good  deal  of  sympathy  with  some 
of  the  views  expressed  by  the  hon. 
Member  behind  me.  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  can  really  do  only  a  very 
little  in  this  direction.  We  want  more 
drastic  legislation — legislation  of  an  almost 
revolutionary  character — if  anything  like 
adequate  housing  provision  is  to  be 
made  for  the  poorer  classes.  While  we 
have  only  comparatively  meagre  Acts 
of  Parliament  dealing  with  the  matter, 
we  can  never  hope  for  a  complete  reform 
of  the  system  or  of  the  conditions. 
Although  Acts  of  Parliament  give 
authority  to  municipal  and  other  bodies 
to  clear  out  places  in  which  people  live 
under  conditions  which  are  msanitary, 
and  which  make  decency  impossible 
and  morality  a  miracle,  yet  very  often 
those  clearances  cannot  be  effected 
because  there  is  no  other  place  to  which 
the  people  can  go.  That  is  the  great 
difficulty.  You  may  have  powers  for 
pulling  down  rookeries  in  large  towns, 
but  until  you  have  large  powers  for 
taking  land  and  erecting  other  houses 
for  the  people  you  can  never  deal  with 
the  question  satisfactorily.  I  hope  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  be  a  sufficiently 
good  Radical  while  he  is  in  power  to 
try  to  deal  with  this  matter  on  very 
radical  lines,  and  not  in  the  somewhat 
tinkering  fashion  hitherto  adopted.  I 
think  there  might  be  exhibited  by  the 
Board  a  spirit  of  greater  sympathy  with 
local  authorities  when  they  are  attempt- 
ing housing  schemes.  The  difference 
between  forty  and  sixty  years  must  be 
measured,  not  in  pounds,  shillings,  and 
pence,  but  in  the  amount  of  encourage- 
ment given  to  local  authorities  to  try 
to  do  such  work.  Many  a  local  authority 
which  is  now  deterred  from  taking  up 
certain  public  improvements  would  be 
encouraged  to  do  so  if  they  felt  that  the 
fullest  possible  latitude  in  connection 
with  the  repayment  of  loans  would  be 
given  to  them  by  the  Local  Government 
Board.  In  all  cases  where  money  is  bor- 
rowed for  a  purpose  directly  affecting  the 
health — and  this  question  affects  not  only 
the  health,  but  also  the  morality — of  a 
community  the  widest  possible  extension 
to  the  period  for  repayment  shoXild  be 
Sir  JFaltei'  Foster. 


given.  I  would  therefore  urge  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  when  applications  are^ 
made  for  loans  in  connection  with  such 
questions  as  housing,  water  supply,, 
drainage,  or  the  general  health  of  a 
locality  to  consider  them  in  a  most 
liberal  spirit.  We  all  know  what  a 
bogey  the  question  of  rates  is  in  a  locaUty.. 
There  are  thousands  of  villages  in  a 
condition  which  is  absolutely  disgraceful 
as  regards  sanitation.  Why  is  not  that 
condition  altered  1  Because  they  happea 
to  have  grown  a  little  faster  than  was 
expected,  the  sanitary  arrangements 
are  still  somewhat  primitive,  and  they 
arc  afraid  of  the  amount  it  would  put 
upon  the  rates  if  they  attempted  to 
cope  with  the  evil.  They  therefore 
put  off  dealing  with  the  matter  from 
year  to  year,  until  the  condition  becomes 
so  grossly  bad  that  they  are  obliged 
by  some  outbreak  to  do  what  ought  to 
have  been  done  years  before.  If,  how- 
ever, the  local  authority  had  the  know- 
ledge that  the  Local  Government  Board 
was  willing  to  give  them  every  possible 
consideration  with  reference  to  the  loan 
they  would  be  obliged  to  raise,  by  that 
means,  in  ^many  cases,  a  halfpenny  or  I 
a  penny  on  the  rates  being  saved,  ther 
would  be  encouraged  to  do  their  duty 
by  the  people  who  live  in  the  locality. 

I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  with  regard 
to  the  schools.  As  the  hon.  Member 
opposite  said,  there  has  been  a  great  deal 
of  talking  on  this  subject  without 
knowledge.  Sentiment  has  clouded  the 
judgment  of  many  people  on  this  question. 
At  different  times  there  were  different 
fashions.  Some  years  ago  we  were  all 
delighted  at  the  building  of  barrack 
schools.  We  have  learnt  better  since 
then,  and  we  now  want  to  get  rid  of  the 
barrack  schools.  But  that  cannot  be 
done  in  a  day,  or  a  month,  or  a  session. 
They  must  be  got  rid  of  gradually,  because 
there  again  we  have  the  terrible  question 
of  the  expense  to  the  ratepayers  staring 
us  in  the  face.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
should  encourage,  as  far  as  possible,  a 
little  more  rapid  movement  in  the  direc- 
tion of  getting  rid  of  the  system,  and  if 
he  could  devise  a  method  by  which  the 
distribution  of  the  children  under  favour- 
able conditions  might  be  expedited,  we 
should  be  glad  to  hear  of  it.  It  must  not 
be  forgotten  that  some  of  the  other 
systems   before  the  country  also  have 
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evik  in  them.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  in  the  difficult  position  of  having  to  go 
from  one  system,  which  is  popularly  de- 
scribed as  "  a  great  evil,"  to  other  systems 
which  to  a  large  extent  contain  the  ele- 
ments of  evil.  The  system  which  generally 
commends  itself  is  that  of  boarding  out, 
but  there  is  no  system  in  which  there 
might  be  greater  abuses.  It  requires  the 
most  careful  superintendence  not  only 
by  the  central  inspectors,  but  by  local 
friends  of  the  childiren.  If  the  children 
get  into  the  hands  of  bad  foster-parents 
they  may  be  demoralised  and  debauched 
in  every  direction,  and  there  may  be 
worse  evils  than  ever  occurred  in  a 
barrack  school.  The  system  of  boarding 
out  cannot  be  applied  suddenly,  without 
eflScient  inspectors  centrally,  and  in- 
structed and  well-informed  inspectors 
locally — and  they  are  not  easy  to  get. 
Those  who  are  most  eager  to  do  the  work 
are  not  always  the  most  capable.  They 
have  not  the  information  and  training 
necessary  for  good  inspectors,  and  they 
are  too  apt  to  look  at  things  merely  on 
the  surface,  without  enquiring  into  the 
way  in  which  the  children  are  brought  up. 
As  the  boarding-out  system  is  extended, 
as  I  hope  it  will  be,  I  trust  we  shall  have  a 
more  generous  spirit  of  self-sacrifice  on 
the  part  of  citizens  in  rural  districts, 
so  that  they  will  give  up  more  of  their 
time  and  attention  to  the  careful  inspec- 
tion of  boarded-out  children  and  the 
homes  in  which  they  are  placed 

But  although  the  boarding-out  system 
is  an  ideal  one  that  we  shoidd  like  to 
extend  everywhere  if  we  could  find 
suitable  foster-parents  and  people  to  look 
after  the  children  when  they  are  placed 
out,  there  are  other  systems  which  have 
in  them  elements  of  good  also.  Of  all 
systems  yet  devised  I  think  the  Sheffield 
plan  comes  next  to  that  of  boarding  out. 
It  does  not  congregate  the  children  to- 
gether in  large  numbers ;  it  keeps  them, 
as  it  were,  members  of  the  general  com- 
munity amongst  which  the  isolated  or 
scattered  homes  are  placed.  I  do  not 
like  the  system  of  building  httle  pauper 
villages,  with  a  dozen,  or  fifteen,  or  twenty 
houses,  and  a  single  school  to  which  all 
the  pauper  children  go.  Although  that 
is  better  than  the  barrack  school  system, 
it  has  the  defect  that  the  children  are 
kept  apart  from  the  general  community, 
and  they  grow  up  with  a  sense  of  separa- 


tion.    Our   great   object   shou 
take    away    all    distinctive    c 
so  that  the  children  may  mi: 
general  community,  and  grow  lip-^»»*^ 
any  sense  of  shame,  but  with  that  self- 
respect  and  self-confidence    which    will 
enable  them  to  succeed  in  life.     Some  chil- 
dren brought  up  under   the   poor  law, 
even    under   the    worst    conditions,    do- 
succeed.     I  know  of  children  who  have 
been   brought  up  in  workhouses,   and 
who    have    by    strength    of    character- 
attained  eminent  positions  in  the  world- 
There  is  no  barrier  to   the   exceptional 
child  under  any  system,  but    it  is   the 
ordinary  children  we  want  to  deal  with, 
and   provide   for,    and   such   are   more- 
likely   to   grow   up   into   good   citizens- 
if  they  Hve  the  ordinary  Ufe  of  the  children, 
of  labourers  or  artizans.     The  system  of 
scattered  homes,  with  a  good  foster-parent 
in  each,  the  children,  by  attending  the 
board  schools,  having  an  opportunity  of 
mixing  with  the  children  of  the  general 
population — growing   up   possibly   with 
the  same  vices,  but  more  often  with  the- 
same  virtues — is  more  likely  to  turn  out. 
good  average  citizens  than  any  system  . 
which    separates    the    children    into    a, 
distinct  class.     I  would  therefore    urge 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  do  all  he 
can    to    encourage    not    only    boarding 
out,  but  also  the  system  of  small  isolated 
or  scattered  homes. 

I  would  also  refer  to  a  subject  which 
has  been  raised  only  incidentally,  namely,, 
that  of  local  inquiries.  I  wish  the  right, 
hon.  Gentleman  would  direct  his  atten- 
tion, if  he  can — even  to  the  extent,  if. 
necessary,  of  proposing  legislation — to- 
the  doing  away  of  a  great  many  Local 
Government  Board  inquiries  by  dele- 
gating them  to  county  councils  in  the 
various  localities.  There  are  many  things; 
which  now  require  the  intervention  ot 
the  Local  Government  Board  which 
might  be  done  more  expeditiously,  and 
even  more  efficiently,  by  the  county- 
councils,  because  they  would  be  done  by^ 
people  in  the  locality.  Much  of  the  delay 
in  sanctioning  schemes  and  promoting 
measures  for  the  good  of  rural  districts: 
would  be  got  rid  of,  and  more  general 
satisfaction  would  be  attained.  The 
unpopularity  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  arises  largely  from  the  enormous 
amount  of  work  which  is  thrown  upon  it. 
It    is    the    Cinderella    of    Government 
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-Departments.     Everything  that  cannot 
he  done  anywhere  else  seems  to  be  heaped 
-upon    the    Local    Government    Board, 
:and  while  I  say  it  is  the  Cinderella — I 
do  not  say  it  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
— it  is  also  the  worst  dressed  or  worst 
-endowed  Government  Department ;  it  is 
the  most  ill-paid.     It  not  only  has  bad 
pay,  but  an  enormous  amount  of  over- 
work.    We  must,  therefore,  deal  gently 
with  the  tardiness  in  its  work,  and  the 
wdelay  in  the  execution  of  public  schemes. 
But  that  delay  could  to  a  large  extent 
be  avoided  by  more  delegation  to  local 
authorities.     In  cases  where  preliminary 
inquiries  are  held  by  the  local  authorities 
they  might  be  regarded  as  final,  without 
:^ny  second  inquiry   being  held  by  the 
Board. 

With  regard  to  the  sanitary  aspects  of 
the  functions  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  do  all  he  can  to  persuade  county 
councils  and  others  to  appoint  medical 
•oflScers  of  health.  Some  county  councils 
have  wisely  taken  that  step,  and  have 
endeavoured  to  co-ordinate  the  work 
•of  medical  officers  of  health  all  over  the 
rural  area.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  no  power  to  force  this  step  on  the 
^county  councils,  but  I  hope  he  will  give 
them  all  the  encouragement  he  can,  not 
*only  in  the  appointment  of  medical 
■officers,  but  also  in  the  amalgamation  of 
:small  areas  which  are  insufficient  for  the 
useful  exercise  of  health  functions,  and 
the  creation  of  larger  areas,  so  that  you 
may  have  men  g'ving  more  time  to  the 
;fianitary  duties  of  the  rural  areas.  There 
is  a  great  scope  for  reform  in  this  matter, 
which  is  really  of  the  utmost  importance 
in  local  administration,  and  in  the  bring- 
ing about  of  better  health  and  better 
•conditions  of  labour. 

Sir  JOHN  BRUNNER  (Cheshire, 
Northwich)  said  in  1888  he  tried  to  per- , 
suade  the  present  Home  Secretary,  who 
was  at  that  time  President  of  the  Local 
'Government  Board,  that  it  would  be  a 
^reat  advantage  to  the  public  if  medical 
officers  of  health  had  large  districts,  fair 
4salaries,  and  no  private  practice.  His 
-experience  since  that  time — and  he  had 
no  doubt  it  was  shared  by  a  great  many 
hon.  Members  who  were  concerned  in 
Hocal  administration,  especially  in  rural 
<listricts — ^had    strongly    confirmed    the 
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opinion  he  then  expressed.  It  was 
eminently  desirable  that  medical  officers 
of  health  should  be  men  of  independence. 
They  would  be  very  much  more  efficient 
in  their  work  if  they  were  able,  without 
fear  of  persons,  to  put  right  anything  in- 
sanitary within  their  area.  He  had  no 
doubt  whatever  that  if  this  reform  could 
be  introduced  a  very  great  improvement 
in  the  public  health  would  result,  and 
any  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  could 
bring  it  about  would  look  back  upon  it 
with  pleasure. 

*Mr.  WALTER  LONG:  There  is  no 
doubt  that  in  the  abstract  there  is  much 
to  be  said  for  the  view  just  advanced  by 
the  hon.  baronet,  but  I  think  that  in 
putting  it  before  the  Committee  he  some- 
what lost  sight  of  the  fact  that  if  the 
areas  under  the  medical  officers  of  heahh 
are  to  be  made  larger,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  combine  two  or  more  districts,  or 
the  officer  of  one  district  would  have  an 
invasion  of  his  sphere  by  the  medical  officer 
of  another  district,  and  that  is  not  de- 
sirable. I  can  assure  the  hon.  baronet, 
however,  that  anything  we  can  possibly 
do  to  secure  the  devotion  of  the  whole 
time  of  the  official  to  his  public  duties 
and  his  adequate  remuneration  by  the 
local  authority  is  being  done  at  present, 
and  will  always  be  done,  whoever  may 
happen  to  be  responsible  for  the  Depart- 
ment. 

The  hon.  Member  for  the  Ilkeston 
Division  has  been  good  enough  to  refer 
to  the  position  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  with  some  sympathy.  Not  only 
did  he  refer  to  our  penurious  condition 
and  the  dilapidated  state  of  our  gar- 
ments, but  he  also  suggested  that  we 
had  too  much  work  to  do,  and  that  some 
of  it  might  be  delegated  to  the  county 
councils.  I  think  the  hon.  Gentleman 
has  forgotten  the  experience  of  the  past. 
More  than  one  attempt  has  been  made  to 
carry  out  this  principle  of  devolution. 
Like  certain  other  subjects  which  have 
been  discussed  to  day,  this  is  a  matter 
that  is  easily  debated  without  a  full 
appreciation  of  the  difficulties  surround- 
ing it.  An  attempt  was  made  to  deal 
with  the  matter  in  1889  by  the  issue  of 
a  provisional  Order.  That  Order  went  to 
a  Committee,  but  it  had  to  be  withdrawn, 
because  it  met  with  universal  opposition. 
In  1897  there  waa  a  Committee  of  in- 
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TestigatioQ  into  the  organisation  of  the 
Department.    That  Committee  was  pre- 
sided over  by  a  very  distinguished  old 
Member  of  this  House,  Sir  John  Hibbert, 
and  in  their  Report  they  referred  to  the 
Provisional  Order  of  1889,  stating  that 
the  Committee  had  carefully  considered 
the  whole  question,   and  had  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  opposition  which 
prevented   the  passing    of    the    Order 
of    1889    had    in     no     way     abated. 
I  have   had    some   experience    of     the 
opposition    evoked    by    any  attempt  to 
confer   on   the    county  councils  powers 
wiiich  are  now  held  by  a  Governmint 
Department,    and    although    it    sounds 
very  well  in  theory,  it  is  one  of  the  most 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  things  to  put 
into  practice.     I  am  rather  inclined  to 
think  that  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Islingtx)n  would  have  something  to  say 
on  the  subject  if  we  were  to  attempt  to 
transfer  to  the  county  councils  the  duty 
of  doing  for  non-county  boroughs  the 
work  now  done  by  the  Local  Government 
Board.    The   hon.   Gentleman   has  sug- 
gested that  if  this  transference  of  powers 
took  place  there  would  be  an  acceleration 
in  the  discharge  of  some  of  the  duties  of 
the    Board.     I     very     much     question 
whether  there  would  be.     I  do  not  know 
that  we  deserve  all  the  blame  we  get  for 
unnecessary     delay.       At     all     events, 
whether  or  not  it  would  accelerate  the 
business  of  the  country,  I  am  sure  it 
would  not  be  practicable  to  carry  it  out 
now    because  it  would  evoke  to-day  as 
much  opposition  as  in  1889,  if  not  more. 
Upon   a    very   important   subject   re- 
ferred to  by  two  or  three  speakers,  my 
reply  may  be  of  the  briefest  kind.     Allu- 
sions have  been  made  to  the  question  of 
poor  law  children,  and  I  think  it  will  be 
convenient  if  I  reply,  first  of  all,  to  the 
direct  questions  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tyrone.     I  was  very  glad  indeed 
to  hear  the  terms  in  which  he  spoke  of 
the  Sutton  Schools.     A  great  deal  has 
been  said  here  and  elsewhere  in  reference 
to  the  way  in  which  poor  law  children 
should  be  treated,  and  I  have  listened 
with  great  respect  to  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  has  asked  that  we  should  suspend 
our  judgment,  that  we  should  not  be  in  a 
hurry  to  condemn  one  particular  system 
and  set  up  another  which  might  be  im- 
perfect, and  that  we  should  endeavour 
to  examine  them  all,  realising  that  there 


are  many  other  difficultiei  which  have- 
to  be  considered  beyond  those  of  finding- 
the  best  way  of  training  pauper  children. 
These  Sutton  Schools  were  undoubtedly 
allowed  to  become  overcrowded,  although 
there  were  other  reasons  than  that  for' 
the  unsatisfactory  state  of  things  found, 
there.       I    believe    myself    that    there  ^ 
must    be    difficulties    whatever    system, 
you   adopt,    be   it    the    scattered   home 
system,  or  the  cottage  home  system,  or- 
the  system  of  the  village  community.      I. 
was   sorry  to   hear  the  latter  called  a- 
pauper     community.        Anybody     whO' 
visits  a  village  in  which  there  are  several 
of  these  homes  will  find  very  little  that, 
savours  of  pauperism.     In  the  children 
there    is    very    Uttle    of    that    sodden,, 
depressed       appearance       characteristic 
of   pauperism ;    they  are  as   bright    as. 
any    other  children,  they  take  a    keen 
interest  in  everything  going  on  around 
them,   they  are  warmly  attached   both 
to  their  foster  parents  and  their  instruc- 
tor •,•  and,  on  the  whole,  there  are  abun- 
dant signs  that  that  method  of  training 
is  a  satisfactory  one.     No  doubt  in  tho- 
Sutton  Schools  there  was  a  large  number 
of  children  more  than  there  was  room 
for,  and  there  were  evils  to  which  refer- 
ence has  been  made.       But  what  was., 
the   cause  ?     You   will   find   these  diffi- 
culties either  in  the  barrack  schools  or- 
in    the    village    communities,    in    scat- 
tered   homes    or  in    cottage  homes,  if 
there     is     not     on     the    part    of    the? 
Committee  responsible  for  their  super- 
vision  the   most   careful   and   energetic 
exercise  of  their  powers  from  week  to* 
week,  and  even  from  day  to  day,  and  if, 
in  addition  to  that,  there  is  not  a  most 
careful    and    vigorous    supervision    by 
the  Government  Department  whose  in- 
spectors are  responsible  for  seeing  that 
the  work  of  these  Committees  is  properly 
done.     If  you   get  supervision   of  that 
kind,  and  take  heed  that  there  is  no  care 
lessness,    there   is   a   choice   between    a; 
variety    of    good    systems    rather  than 
a   necessity    for    the   condemnation    of 
several  as   bad    and    the    selection    of 
one    only  as  good.      But   however  this- 
may  be  the  Sutton   Schools  were  con- 
demned,   and  the   South    Metropolitan 
District  has   been  dissolved.      My  hon.. 
friend  asks  what  is  the  present  position 
of    the     South     Metropolitan     district.. 
He  is  aware^  of.  the  fact  that  an  Order- 
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•  deferring  its  dissolution  was  issued 
on  the  20th  September  last.    The  date 

•  of  the  dissolution  was  postponed  to  the 
25th  March  of  this  year,  and  the  period 
has  again  been  extended  to  29th  Sep- 
tember next.  My  hon.  friend  express^ 
the  hope  that  I  should  be  able  to  say  that 
that  would  be  a  final  postponement. 
Knowing  the  history  of  this  case  himself, 
he  did  not  suggest  that  it  would  be  possi- 
ble to  make  that  declaration  to-night. 
He  knows,  and  the  Committee  will  realise, 

■that  when  we  have  issued  an  Order  dis- 
.  solving  the  district,  when  we  have  ordered 
certain  schools  to  be  closed  or  disposed 
.of,  or  made  use  of  for  some  other  purpose, 
when  we  have  done  everything  we  can 
to  secure  that  the  guardians  should  take 
every  possible  step  to  make  the  necessary 
provision  for  the  children  who  will  re- 
quire accommodation,  that  is  everything 
that  can  be  done  and  all  that  any  pru- 

•  dent  man  would  desire  us  to  do.  It  is 
obvious  that  no  greater  disaster  could 
happen  than  that  these  children  should 
be  suddenly  turned  out  of  the  buildings 
without  proper  accommodation  having 
been  provided  for  them  elsewhere.  I  hope 
there  will  be  no  further  delay;  there 
will  certainly  be  none  that  can  be 
avoided  ;  and  I  believe  myself,  notwith- 
standing what  has  been  said,  that  the 
guardians  are  as  anxious  as  we  are  that 
as  rapidly  a^  possible  new  accommoda- 
tion should  be  provided  for  the  children. 
The  five  unions  concerned  are  Camber- 
well,  Greenwich,  S  .  Olave's,  Stepney, 
and    Woolwich,    and    the    number    of 

-children  to  be  provided  for  are  respec- 
tively 700,  800,  700  to  800,  330,  and  350. 
The  steps  taken  by  the  guardians  of 
these  unions  to  provide  for  the  children 

.  are  briefly  as  follows  : — 

Cam6erM7e^.— Thirty  scattered  homes  pro- 
vided and  occupied  by  344  children.  Site  and 
premises  purchased  for  central  home. 

Greenvnch.—^\tQ  purchased  and  buildings  in 
course  of  erection  to  accommodate  224  boys 
and  300  girls.    Receiving  home  provided. 

St,  Olave's. — Site  purchased  and  plans  for 
'  600  children  generally  approved,  but  plans  not 
completed.     Two  receiving  homes  provided. 

Stepney. — Site  purchased  and  plans  for  350 
children  approved.  Branch  workhouse  to  be 
adapted  as  receiving  home. 

JVooltcnrh.  Site  purchased  and  buildings 
for  304  children  in  course  of  erection.  Receiv- 
ing home  provided. 

I  think  that  is  a  satisfactory  answer  to 
the  definite  questions  put  to  me  by  the 
hon.    Member  for  South   Tyrona     My 

Mr,  fFalter  Long. 


hon.  friend  and  those  who  are  interested 
in  the  question  may  rest  assured  ihat 
we  shall  adhere,  generally  speaking,  to 
the  principle  laid  down  by  my  pre- 
decessor in  regard  to  the  numbers  con- 
tained in  one.  building  and  to  the  general 
lines  adopted  by  him. 

One  or  two  statements  have  been  made 
which  are  not  quite  correct  in  regard  to 
the  present  state  of  things  in  the  Metro- 
politan district.  For  instance,  it  has  been 
said  that,  notwithstanding  the  declara- 
tions made  by  my  predecessor,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  everybody  who 
takes  an  interest  in  this  question  is  agreed 
that  it  is  desirable,  if  possible,  to  get  the 
children  out  of  the  workhouse,  there  are 
in  the  Metropolitan  district  over  3,000 
children  in  infirmaries  and  workhouses, 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Bolton  asked, 
if  this  was  the  case  in  London,  what 
must  it  be  all  over  the  country  ?  As 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  re- 
minded him,  that  total  includes  children 
under  two  years  of  age,  of  whom  there 
are  no  less  than  1,040.  Surely  the  hon. 
Member  does  not  suggest  that  children 
under  two  years  of  age  should  be  taken 
from  the  workhouse  and  transferred  to 
the  district  school  or  some  other  school  1 
It  is  impossible  to  move  them.  In  many 
cases  they  cannot  be  taken  from  their 
unfortunate  mothers,  and  it  is  impos- 
sible to  deal  with  them  in  any  other  way 
than  that  of  retaining  them  in  the  work- 
house until  they  are  fit  to  be  sent  to  some 
other  home.  In  addition  to  that,  it 
it  must  be  remembered  that  there  are  the 
children  known  as  **  ins  and  outs  "—the 
most  difficult  class  we  have  to  deal  with 
in  connection  with  the  Poor  Law — and 
the  remand  children.  It  must  also  be 
borne  in  mindthat.  happily,  the  guardians 
and  managers  are  far  more  particular 
now  than  they  used  to  be  as  to  the  con- 
dition of  children  before  they  are  re- 
moved from  the  workhouses  and  taken 
to  the  district  schools.  The  examination 
in  respect  of  the  particular  diseases  from 
which  many  of  these  children  unfortu- 
nately suffer  is  stricter  than  it  used  to  be. 
All  this  tends  inevitably  to  the  retention 
in  the  workhouse  of  a  certain  number 
of  children,  and  must  not  be  held  as 
being  an  indication  of  a  departure, 
on  the  part  of  either  the  guardians  or 
the  Department,  from  the  rule  laid  down 
that  so  far  as  possibb^kir^  children 
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should  be  lm>ught  up  in  one  or  other  of 
those  homes  to  which  reference  has  been 
made,  and  that  everjrthing  that  is  pos- 
sible should  be  done  to  dissociate  them 
from  pauperising  conditions,  and  to  help 
them  to  become  self-supporting  citizens. 

Another  statement  made  was  that  an 
•expenditure  of  £48,000  has  been  sanc- 
tioned in  the  last  five  years  on  barrack 
^hools.  That  sum  has  been  spent  on 
-eleven  schools,  only  five  of  which  accom- 
!  modate  so  many  as  600  children,  and  out 
of  the  £48,000  only  £8,000  was  spent 
on  those  five  schools.  The  whole  of 
the  remaining  £40,000  was  spent  on 
the  other  six  schools,  of  which  only 
three  accommodate  so  many  as  250 
children.  Although  this  expenditure 
has  been  sanctioned  by  the  Depart- 
ment, no  increase  in  the  accommoda- 
tion has  been  sanctioned  in  any  one 
case.  The  rules  laid  down  have  been 
strictly  observed,  and  expenditure  has 
been  sanctioned  only  when  it  was  made 
clear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Depart- 
ment that  without  the  expenditure  the 
accommodation  for  the  children  would 
not  be  satisfactory  or  sufficient.  In  some 
cases  the  opportunity  has  been  taken  to 
issue  a  fresh  certificate,  and  to  reduce 
the  numbers  for  which  the  schools  are 
certified.  In  this  case,  again,  the  mere 
fact  of  the  expenditure  must  not  be  held 
to  indicate  that  there  has  been  anything 
•done  to  which  my  hon.  friend  and  those 
who  feel  strongly  on  this  subject  would 
object. 

The  hon.  Member  for  Bolton  referred 
to  the  statistics  of  children  boarded  out. 
I  think  his  figures  were  not  quite  accu- 
rate. He  told  us  there  were  only  5 
per  cent,  boarded  out.  He  was  refer- 
ring, I  think,  only  to  children  board^ 
out  beyond  the  union.  If  he  takes 
the  figures  of  the  children  boarded 
out  both  within  and  without  the  union, 
he  will  find  that  they  represent  15 
per  cent,  of  the  pauper  children.  As 
compared  with  some  of  the  figures  he 
gave  us  of  other  countries,  that  may 
seem  a  small  proportion.  As  to  the  system 
of  boarding  out,  I  agree  that  if  you  can 
secure  the  right  kind  of  homes  it  is  very 
^cult  to  improve  upon  the  system. 
But  I  confess  that  I  have  myself  very 
considerable  respect  for  the  large  school 
system,  at  any  rate  for  boys.    After  all, 


I  what  are  these  lads  to  do  afterwards  % 
I  Must  they  not  be  so  brought  up  that  they 

may  be  able  to  make  their  own  way  in 
j  the  world  ?    I    am   not  now   speaking 

of  what  is  known  as  a  barrack  school 

for,  say,  1,500  boys,  but  a  good-sized 
;  school  large  enough  to  enable  the 
I  managers  or  guardians  who  control  it 
j  to  equip  it  thoroughly  with  its  cricket 

and  football  grounds,  with  its  gjonna- 

sium,  and  with  its  swimming  bath,  so 
1  that  the   boys  may  be  fully  developed 

both  in  mind  and  body.  Such  a  school 
I  can  turn  out  lads  trained  so  that  they 
!  can   go    into  the  Army,  the  Navy,  or 

other  service  of  the  country  —  lads 
I  not    only    physically  fit  to    hold   their 

own  in  the  world,  but  probably  better 
I  equipped  than  those  who  have  not  the 
I  same  opportunities.  I  confess  that  what 
I  has    remained    in    my    mind    when    I 

have  visited  these  marvellously  equipped 
'  schools  is  not  merely  so  much  sympathy 

for  the  poor  lads  whose  misfortunes  have 
i  brought  them  there,  but  as  the  thought 
I  of  what  must  be  the  feeling  of  the  work- 
I  ing  man  close  by  who,  earning  his  living 

with  great  difficulty  and  labour,  realises 

that  his  own  boy  has  not  the  same 
I  advantages  as  the  pauper  boy. 

i  Mr.  flower  :  These  pauper  schools 
do    not    give   an)i;hing    like   the    same 

I  educational  advantages  as  the  board 
schools 

I  *Mr.  WALTER  LONG:  I  am  not  quite 
,  sure  that  my  hon.  friend  is  not  straining 
i  the  case.    I  have  done  my  best,  and  the 
j  Local    Government    Board    have    done 
I  their  best  to  induce  the  Education  De- 
partment  to  take   over  the   inspection 
I  of  the  education  of  the  children  in  the 
1  poor  law  schools,  and  the  responsibility 
,  for  that  not  being  done  does  not  rest 
I  with    the    Local    Government    Board. 
I  We      are      not      prepared      to      hand 
over    to    the     Education     Department 
the    supervision    of    the  general  man- 
agement,    control,     and      maintenance 
of  these   pauper   children.    That   is   as 
much  the  work  of  the  Local    Govern- 
ment  Board  as  the  supervision  of  the 
management  of    a    workhouse    or    in- 
firmary,   but    we   shall    be  thankful  if 
the    Education    Department  will  allow 
their  inspectors  to  examine  the  children 
in  poor  law  schools.    I  do  not  want  to 
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argue  the  question  of  the  elementary 
education  given  in  those  schorol  sat  the 
present  time.  The  comparison  of  that 
education  with  the  education  given  in 
board  schools  is  one  which  I  do  not 
think  my  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Bradford  is  clearly  entitled  to  make. 
It  is  a  comparison  which  is  almost  an 
impo'ssible  one.  The  Committee  must 
remember  the  conditions  under  which 
the  majority  of  these  boys  live  in  their 
early  days.  The  first  thing  to  be  done 
with  them  is  not  to  give  them  ordi- 
nary elementary  education,  to  teach 
them  how  to  spell,  and  so  on,  but 
to  remove  the  hideous  traces  of  their 
early  days,  which  are  stamped  upon  their 
minds,  and  render  them  very  different 
indeed  from  the  children  in  the  ordinary 
elementary  schools.  This  is  very  often  a 
more  difficult  and  a  more  necessary  task 
even  than  the  training  of  their  minds  in 
the  elementary  schools. 

I  do  not  ask  the  Committee  to  express 
an  opinion  in  favour  of  one  scheme  of 
dealing  with  pauper  children  or  ancJther. 
I  do  not  ask  them  to  say  that  one  alone 
is  good  and  the  others  are  bad,  but  I  do  ask 
them  to  realise  that  there  is  a  great  deal 
6i  good  in  all  of  them  so  long  as  they 
are  properly  managed,  that  the  burden 
on  the  rates  is  heavy,  that  the  guardians 
have  gone  to  great  expense  and  trouble 
to  provide  for  these  children,  and  that 
unless  it  is  certain  that  the  present 
arrangements  are  unsatisfactory  it  is  not 
reasonable  to  call  upon  the  guardians 
suddenly  to  get  rid  of  all  the  accom- 
modation they  have  provided,  and  to 
provide  something  very  different  at 
a  moment's  notice  My  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Bradford  may  rest 
assured  that  we  shall  do  all  we 
can  at  the  Local  Government  Board 
Office  to  strengthen  and  extend  the 
system  of  cottage  homes,  and  we  shall 
do  all  we  can  to  stimulate  the  system  of 
boarding  out.  There  are  many  diffi- 
culties to  be  encountered,  and  very  often 
the  number  of  these  children  to  be  pro- 
vided for  is  very  large.  In  some  cases 
it  is  impossible  to  provide  for  them  all  in 
cottage  homes.  The  Committee,  how- 
ever, may  rely  upon  it  that  we  shall  do 
our  best,  and  shall  take  care  to  see  that 
whatever  be  the  mode  adopted  in  which 
the  children  are  to  be  educated,  3very- 
thino;  that  is  possible  will  be  done  to  give 
Mr.  WaUer  Long. 


them  such  an  education  both  in  mind 
and  body  as  will  enable  them  to  go  into 
the  world  properly  equipped  to  hold 
their  own  and  become  self-supporting. 
That  is  the  object  which  we  have  in  view, 
and  I  think  the  Committee  will  be 
satisfied  with  what  we  are  doing  in  regard 
to  this  subject. 

I  now  turn  to  the  motion  made  by 
my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  South 
Islington,   who  has  raised  the  question; 
of  the  period  of  loans.     Two  or  three 
suggestions    have    been    made    in   the- 
course  of  the  debate,  and  one  is  that  the^ 
period  of  loans  should  be  extended  from 
sixty  to    a    hundred    years.      Another 
suggestion  made  is  that  the  land  should 
be  treated  as  an  asset  and  held  in  per- 
petuity.   These  are  not  suggestions  upoa 
which  I  can  say  anything  now,  because  I 
have  no  power  to  give  effect  to  them 
even  if  I  desired  to  do  so.     Those  sugges- 
tions  could  not  be  carried  out  without 
legislation,  and  therefore,  as  I  am  only 
responsible   for  the  sins    which  I  hare 
committed,  and  not  for  anything  with 
which  I  have  no  power  to  deal,  I  can 
only  say  that  they  are  matters  which  do- 
not  come  within  the  purview  of  my  reply. 
I  have  to  meet  the  charge  which  has 
been    brought    in    perfectly    courteous, 
plain,  and  unmistakable   terms    by  the 
hon.    Member    for    North    Camberwell 
and    other    speakers,    that    the    Local 
Government    Board    has    been    guilty 
of  want  of  zeal  and  energy  in  the  admini- 
stration of  the  Acts  in  respect  of  the- 
housing     of    the     working     classes. .  I 
should  like  to  correct  a   mistake  into 
which    the    hon.    Member    for    North 
Camberwell   fell    when   he   referred  to 
what  had  been  said  by  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Home  Secretary.      He  stated 
that  the  Home    Secretary  had  declared 
himself  in  favour  of  the  extension  of  the 
period  for  the  repayment  of  loans  from 
forty  years  to  sixty  years. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  :  It  was  reported 
in  The  Times  when  the  Home  Secretary 
discussed  the  question  of  the  housing 
of  the  working  classes,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  then  stated  that  it 
would  be  advisable  to  extend  the  period 
from  sixty  to  a  hundred  years. 

*Mr.    WALTER    LONG:     My   right 
hon.  friend  is  not  here^  now,  but  he  re* 
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quested  me  to  correct  that  statement. 
What  he  did  say  was  that  the  extension 
j  of  the  periofd  to  sixty  years  was  worthy 
of  consideration.  The  charge  made  is 
that  the  Department  for  which  I  am 
responsible  has  not  shown  sufficient 
zeal  and  energy  in  the  administration 
of  the  Housing  Acts,  and  the  hon.  Gentle- 
men who  make  that  charge  rely  upon 
the  period  allowed  for  the  repayment 
of  loans.  I  will  deal  with  the  statements 
made  by  my  hon.  and  learned  friend 
the  Member  for  Plymouth  in  a  moment. 
My  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  South 
Islington  in  his  interesting  speech  argued 
that  the  Local  Government  B<>ard,  in 
claiming  the  right  to  fix  the  period  of 
repayment,  have  usurped  the  powers 
o"f  the  lofeal  authorities  in  this  matter, 
and  he  says  that  it  was  intended  by  the 
Act  of  Parliament  that  the  local  autho- 
rities should  fix  for  themselves  their  own 
period  of  repayment,  provided  it  came 
within  the  statutory  limit  of  sixty  years, 
which  was  the  maximum  allowed  by  the 
Act. 

Sir  albert  ROLLIT  :  And  with  the 
sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

*Mr.  WALTER  LONG  :  I  must  admit 
that  the  view  is  a  new  one  to  me.  The 
Local  Government  Board  have  for  a 
long  time  acted  in  the  full  belief  that  it 
is  their  duty  not  merely  to  consent  to 
the  period  of  repayment,  but  to  decide 
what  is  the  period  to  which  they  can 
properly  consent,  and  to  do  so  upon  very 
carefully  ascertained  facts,  and  upon 
lines  strictly  laid  down.  The  general 
principle  upon  which  the  Department 
has  acted  has  been,  in  the  first  place,  to 
consider  the  amount  of  the  indebtedness 
of  the  local  authority ;  and,  in  the  second 
place,  to  consider  the  estimated  Hfe  of  the 
work  upon  which  the  money  is  to  be 
expend^  I  do  not  think  that  in  adopt- 
ing this  course  we  have  shown  any  want 
of  zeal  or  energy,  which  is  the  charge 
which  has  been  brought  against  us.  It 
is  said  that  I  ought  to  have  used  the 
powers  of  the  Acts  to  their  fullest  extent 
in  order  to  stimulate  and  encourage  local 
authorities.  I  do  not  think  that  there 
is  anything  in  the  Act  which  will  justify 
me  or  anybody  else  in  my  position 
in  granting  the  maximum  period  stated 
in  the  Act  for  work  which  is  not  of  the 
VOL.  XCVIL      [Fourth  Series.] 


most    durable    character.       The    view 
which  the  Department  has  always  taken 
is  one  which  I  do  not  see  any  reason  to 
depart  from.     The  view  of  the  Depart- 
ment has  always  been  that  the  period  of 
loans  should  be  estimated  according  to 
the  Ufe  of  the  work,  and  that  the  maxi- 
mum period  must  be  held  to  apply  only 
to  that  which  is  the  most  durable  part  of 
the  work ;  and  that  while  the  maximum 
period   may  be,   and    often  is,  allowed 
for  the  purchase  of  land,   the  shorter 
periods  should  be  given  to  the  different 
kinds  of  work  according  to  the  estimated 
life  of  the  work.     It  has  been  said  that 
our  pohcy  is  shortsighted  and  unwise, 
but  most  certainly  it  has  never  been  our 
desire    by  enforcing   this    principle     to 
do   anything   to  deter  local  authorities 
I  from  doing  good  work.     The   reasons 
I  which    have    actuated    me    have    also 
I  actuated  my  predecessors,  and  our  only 
desire   has   been   that   local   authorities 
I  should  reahse  fully    their  indebtedness, 
and  that  in  fixing  the  period  of  the  loan 
every  effort  should  be  made  to  take  care 
that  it  should  be  repaid  within  a  reason- 
able time.     The  hon.  Member  for  South 
Islington    was  inclined  to  cavil  at   my 
predecessor's    description  of    himself    as 
**a  trustee   for  posterity.'*     The  descrip- 
tion may  provoke  a  laugh,  but,  none  the 
less,   that  is  the  position  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and 
from  it  he  cannot  possibly  escape.     Not 
only  that,    but  he  is  the  only  trustee 
that  posterity  has  in  this  matter.     He 
is  the  only  person  who  can  act  for  pos- 
terity, who  can  interfere  between  pos. 
terity  and    the    men    of  to-day,    who 
are   naturally  anxious  to  obtain  oppor- 
tunities   for    spending     money    to    do 
good  work,  and  are  anxious  at  the  same 
time  that  the  conditions  should  be  made 
as  Ught  as  possible  for  themselves.     Con- 
sequently  they   are    naturally   a   Httle 
forgetful  of  what  may  happen  to  their 
successors.     It  is  said  that  by  spending 
this  money  we  are  presenting  the  genera- 
tion to  come  with  a  valuable  asset.     No 
doubt  the  generation  to  come  will  inherit 
the    accommodation    provided    for    the 
surplus    population    of    to-day,     but    is 
it    fair   to    assume     that    the    genera- 
tion to  come  will   have  no  difficulties 
of  their   own    to    deal    with  1      Is   the 
housing  of  the    working    classes  as   it 
is  being  carried  out  to-day  going  to  settle 

2  Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


647 


Svfpply — Civil 


{COMMONS} 


Service  Estimates. 


648 


this  question  for  all  time  ?  Are  there  to 
be  no  similar  difficulties  for  those  who 
come  after  us,  and  are  they  to  find 
themselves  saddled  with  a  heavy  debt 
which  they  will  have  to  discharge  while 
they  are  dealing  with  the  difficulties 
which  may  arise  in  their  own  time  1 
I  have  indicated  the  reasons  which 
have  guided  the  Department  in  this 
matter,  and  they  seem  to  me  reasons 
which  are  worthy  of  the  thoughtful 
consideration  of  hon.  Members  of  this 
House.  If  hon.  Members  will  look  care- 
fully at  the  figures  relating  to  the  local 
indebtedness  of  this  country,  they  cannot 
aflford,  I  think,  to  treat  them  with  con- 
tempt. I  have  before  me  the  figures 
from  the  year  1874-75  to  the  year  1898- 
99.  In  the  year  1874-75  the  outstand- 
ing loans  amounted  to  £92,820,000, 
and  they  had  risen  in  the  latter 
year  to  £276,229,000.  That  does  not 
look  as  if  want  of  zeal  and  energy  on 
the  part  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
has  deterred  the  local  authorities  from 
carrpng  out  the  works  they  desired  to 
carry  out.  It  shows,  however,  that  the 
Local  Government  Board  should  not, 
without  very  grave  consideration,  and 
without  proof  being  given  that  it 
.  is  absolutely  necessary  in  the  interests  of 
all  classes  of  the  community,  depart  from 
the  conditions  which  they  have  laid 
down,  and  which,  I  believe,  operate  in  the 
best  interests  of  the  community  as  a 
whole.  The  only  change  which  it  is 
competent  for  me  to  consider  is  the 
.  extension  of  the  period  of  forty  years  to 
sixty  years,  and  I  think  it  can  be  shown 
that  a  great  deal  of  what  has  been  said 
here  to-day  upon  this  point  comes  well 
within  the  criticism  passed  upon  this 
question  by  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
IsHngton.  I  will  give  only  one  very 
simple  instance.  Take  a  loan  of  £1,000 
for  forty  years  payable  by  means  of  a 
Sinking-  Fund  at  3  per  cent.  The 
amount  to  be  paid  annually  would  be 
£43.  Take  the  same  sum  for  sixty  years 
at  the  same  rate  of  interest,  and  the 
amount  repayable  annually  would  be 
£36,  or  a  difference  only  of  £7.  Now, 
what  is  the  difference  if  you  calculate 
the  amount  paid  to  the  end  of  the  period  *? 
What  will  be  the  total  amount  of  the 
^money  which  the  locaUty  would  have  to 
pay  for  the  work  under  these  two  periods  1 
If  the  loan  is  repaid  in  forty  years  that 
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£1,000  will  have  cost  £1,720,  but  if  the 
period  of  the  loan  is  extended  so  as  to  be 
repaid  in  sixty  years  it  will  cost  £2,160; 
the  difference  between  these  sums  is  the 
price  which  the  locaUty  would  have  to 
pay  for  the  present  advantage  of  only  £7 
per  annum.  I  ask,  is  it  worth  while  to 
depart  from  a  principle  which  has  long 
been  laid  down,  and  which,  I  think,  has 
been  in  the  general  interests  in  order  to 
pay  so  high  a  price  for  so  small  an 
advantage  % 

When  I  speak  of  local  indebtedness, 
and  urge  that  it  is  worthy  of  the 
attention  of  the  House,  I  do  not  for  a 
moment  suggest  that  there  is  extrava- 
gance or  folly  on  the  part  of  local  autho- 
rities. As  long  as  the  money  is  well 
spent  I  am  glad  that  they  realise  their 
responsibihty  in  regard  to  improving 
the  conditions  of  Ufe ;  but  I  think  that 
those  who  plan  great  works  and  intend 
to  incur  great  expenditure  should  do  so 
with  the  wholesome  check  upon  them  of 
pubUc  opinion.  PubHc  opinion  is  likely 
to  be  more  active  if  it  knows  that  it  will 
have  to  pay  for  the  tune  which  it  calls 
itself,  and  if  it  understands  that  public 
opinion  cannot  call  the  tune  for  some- 
body else  to  pay.  I  think,  therefore, 
that  the  principle  of  repayment  of  loans 
within  a  reasonable  period  ought  to  be 
maintained,  and  that  this  principle  is  in 
the  interest  of  sound  local  finance.  The 
hon.  Member  for  South  Islington  told  us 
that  the  municipaUties  were  unanimous 
upon  this  subject,  but  that  certainly  is 
not  the  result  of  a  careful  investigation 
which  I  have  made.  We  have  been 
accused  in  this  matter  of  want  of 
zeal  and  enterprise,  but  it  is  hardly 
reaUsed  what  a  short  period  has 
elapsed  since  the  Act  of  last  session 
amending  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act  became  law.  It  is  very 
hard  for  an  outsider  who  has  no  practical 
experience  to  find  out  where  the  diffi- 
culties really  exist.  I  issued  a  circular 
to  266  local  authorities  making  inquiries 
as  to  difficulties  found  to  exist  in  deal- 
ing with  the  housing  of  the  working 
classes,  in  the  hope  that  the  replies 
might  assist  in  the  settlement  of  this 
important  question.  I  have  received  232 
repUes,  and,  so  far  from  the  local  authori- 
ties being  unanimous,  only  91  recom- 
mended the  extension  of  the  period  of 
the  loan  as  desirable  and  necessary. 
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Or.  MACNAMARA  :  Were  the  others 
opposed  to  it  1 

*Me.  WALTER  LONG :  In  forty-five 
out    of    these    ninety-one    cases    they 
had  never  had  a  report  made  to   them 
by  the  medical  officer  of  health,  and  the 
first   condition    necessary    for    putting 
into  effect  Part  I.  of  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act  had  never  existed 
in  these  cases,  and  although  they  had 
never   faced  the  problem,  they  recom- 
mended   that    the    period    should     be 
extended.  One  only  out  of  the  232  gave  as 
a  reason  for  not  having  done  anything 
in  their  own  area  the  short  period  of 
repayment.       I    sympathise    with    the 
difficulties  with  which  local  authorities  ! 
are   confronted,   and    I    will    do    any- 1 
thing   which    I    properly    and    reason- , 
ably   can    do    to    help    them    and    to 
stimulate  them,  in  order  to  show  that  1 1 
am  in  sympathy  with  the  good  work  I 
which  they  are  doing.     But,  as  trustee,  | 
I  cannot  do  that  at  the  expense  of  other 
people  who    cannot    be    consulted,  and  I 
who  will  have  to  pay  for  the  extension  of  j 
time.    I  admit  the  justice  of  the  com- 
plaints as  to  the  existence  of  deplorable  | 
slums  in  many  towns,  and  I  admit  the 
necessity  for  active  work,  but  I  cannot  I 
admit  that  the  only  remedy  is  the  conce&- ' 
sion  of  a  long  period  for  the  repayment  | 
of  loans.     I  think  we  must  ask  the  local 
authorities   to   show   clearly   that   they 
exercise    the    most    rigid    economy    in 
regard  to    the  purchase    of   the    land, 
and  in  the  erection  of   sanitary,  whole- 
some houses,  in  which  the  poor  can  live 
at  rents  which  they  could  pay.     I  think 
we  are   entitled  to  ask,  before  we  are  j 
called  upon    to    accede   to   any   exten- 
sion    of     the      period     for     a     loan,  \ 
that  a  locality  shall  make  it  clear  to 
us  that  they  have  exhausted  all  their 
ingenuity  before  asking  our  permission 
to  allow  them  to   charge   the   coming 
generation  for  work  which  is  largely  for 
the  benefit  of  this  generation. 

My  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Ply- 
mouth referred  also  to  some  depart- 
mental shortcomings,  and  he  said  that 
when  a  local  authority  had  in  hand  a 
housing  scheme  which  satisfied  the 
requirements  of  the  local  building 
bye  laws  the  Local  Government  Board's 
inspector  imposed  extra  conditions.  I 
<ian  assure  my  hon.  and  learned  friend 


that  this  is  not  the  case.  The  inspector 
has  no  discretion  which  enables  him  to 
impose  conditions,  and  he  has  to  act 
under  the  instructions  of  the  Local 
Grovernment  Board.  The  requirements 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  are  that 
there  should  be  ample  open  space  in  the 
front  and  in  the  rear  of  dweUings  erected 
for  the  working  classes,  that  the  dwell- 
ings should  receive  a  reasonable  amount 
of  sunshine  and  air,  and  so  forth.  Those 
are  the  kind  of  things  which,  if  they 
are  not  provided  for  in  the  bye-laws, 
have  to  be  insisted  upon  by  the  Local 
Government  Board.  I  have  gone  into 
this  matter  closely  with  my  inspectors 
and  experts,  and  I  cannot  find  any  justifi- 
cation for  the  charge  that  the  Depart- 
ment, through  its  inspectors  or  in  any 
other  way,  has  unduly  interfered  with 
local  authorities  who  have  applied  for 
loans.  The  Local  Government  Board 
consider  it  to  be  their  duty  to  see  that  all 
these  things  are  provided  for,  so  that  the 
buildings  may  be  satisfactory  in  regard 
to  reasonable  durability  and  sanitary 
conditions,  in  order  to  protect  the  health 
of  the  people  who  have  to  live  in  them. 
I  do  not  think  the  hon.  Member  will  say 
that  we  ought  to  hold  our  hands  when 
we  think  that  it  is  necessary  to  insist 
upon  these  matters  in  the  interests  of 
public  health. 

I  am  afraid  my  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  South  Islington  will  not  consider  my 
reply  very  satisfactory,  and  I  can  only 
tell  him  that,  in  conjunction  with  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  I  am  now 
considering  the  whole  question  of  the 
housing  of  the  working  classes.  I  have 
not  yet  had  the  full  results  of  the 
inquiries  to  which  I  have  alluded,  the 
replies  being  very  voluminous  and  very 
lengthy.  Up  to  the  present  I  have 
only  gone  into  some  of  the  smaller 
points.  I  am  deeply  impressed,  and  the 
Government  are  deeply  impressed,  with  a 
sense  of  the  evils  arising  from  over- 
crowding, and  we  are  anxious  to  do 
everything  we  can  to  help  local  authori- 
ties in  their  endeavours  to  cope  with 
their  difficulties.  I  can  assure  hon. 
Members  that  I  shall  only  be  too  grateful 
to  them  if  they  will  furnish  me  with 
reliable  information  as  to  any  short- 
comings of  my  Department  or  any  action 
which  may_appear4^them(^(}^g^ 
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unduly  the  work  of  local  authorities.  I 
do  not  see  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  We.t  Newington  in  his  place.  He 
has  made  a  very  serious  attack  upon  me 
in  connection  with  my  refusal  to  sanction 
the  appointment  of  Dr.  Tebb  as  medical 
officer  for  Penge.  I  do  not  think  that 
this  question  requires  more  than  a 
passing  word  from  me,  for  it  has  already 
been  dealt  with  by  my  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  the  London  University,  and 
also  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Ilkeston 
Division.  So  long  as  I  am  responsible  for 
the  office  which  I  now  hold  no  power  on 
earth  will  induce  me  to  sanction  the 
appointment  as  a  medical  officer  of 
health  of  a  gentleman  who  holds  the 
views  of  Dr.  Tebb  with  regard  to  vac- 
cination. It  is  impossible  to  imagine 
what  disasters  might  happen  in  a  great 
city  like  this,  liable  as  we  are  at  any 
moment  to  terrible  forms  of  infectious 
disease,  if  our  medical  officers  are  in 
doubt  as  to  the  efficacy  of  the  only 
method  of  dealing  effectively  with  one 
particular  disease.  I  should  be  entirely 
unworthy  of  my  trust  if  I  did  not  take 
action  in  such  a  matter. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mon- 
mouthshire, W.) :  I  think  the  House  has 
heard  with  great  satisfaction  the  general 
statement  which  has  just  been  made  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  He  is  always 
frank  and  practical,  and  always  firm  in 
his  own  opinions.  I  think  the  House  of 
Commons  has  spent  a  very  useful  after 
noon  considering  some  very  important 
social  questions.  I  should  not  have 
interposed,  even  for  these  very  few 
minutes,  had  it  not  been  that  I  desire  to 
express  my  entire  satisfaction  with  the 
language  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  expressed  in  his  capacity  as  **  a 
trustee  for  posterity."  I  wish  that  all 
his  colleagues  would  act  as  trustees  for 
posterity,  because  the  doctrine  he  has 
laid  down  with  reference  to  local  loans 
is  applicable  in  a  still  higher  degree  to 
loans  of  another  description,  which  are 
not  limited  to  sixty  years,  but  which  are 
permanent  loans.  I  would  remind  the 
Committee  that  there  is  another  Depart- 
ment called  the  Treasury,  who  are  also 
trustees  for  posterity.  When  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  pointed  out  how  it  was 
a  violation  of  his  trust  to  allow  any  local 
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body  to  cast  upon  posterity  too  large  a 
share  of  the  burden,  I  could  have  wished 
that  his  words  were  printed  in  letters  of 
gold  and  hung  up  in  the  Treasury  for  the 
perusal  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 
I  should  like,  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  permit  me,  to  borrow  his  opinions, 
and,  if  possible,  to  imitate  the  language 
he  has  applied  to  local  loans,  in  regard  to 
loans  of  a  much  larger  description,  where 
we  find  that  the  amount  to  be  paid  by 
the  present  generation  constitutes  an 
enormous  proportion  of  the  amount 
borrowed.  I  humbly  desire  to  approve 
and  to  emphasise  the  doctrine  laid  down 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as  the 
trustee  of  posterity.  If  you  are  going  to 
apply  the  maxims  of  prudence  and  un- 
selfishness to  the  local  communities  of 
this  country,  I  hope  that  the  nation  at 
large  may  be  guided  by  the  same  prin- 
ciples, and  act  with  the  same  prudence 
and  with  the  same  regard  for  others 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  as  the 
trustee  for  posterity,  has,  I  think,  so 
wisely  expressed,  and  which  I  hope  he 
will  always  adhere  to, 

*SiR  ALBERT  ROLLIT  said  that 
though  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
not  by  any  means  satisfied  him,  still  he 
had  met  the  case  so  frankly,  fairly,  and 
fully  that  he  should  not  put  the  House 
to  the  trouble  of  dividing  on  a  mere 
technical  motion  to.  reduce  his  salary. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed, 

*Mr.  CORRIE  grant  (Warwickshire, 
Rugby)  said  he  wished  to  move  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  Vote  in  order  to  call  attention 
to  the  attitude  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  the  case  of  Dr.  Tebb.  That 
gentleman  was  chosen  as  a  medical 
officer,  and  because  he  held  certain 
opinions,  and  for  no  other  reason,  the 
Local  Government  Board  had  rejfused 
to  sanction  his  appointment.  It  was 
not  sufTgested  that  he  would  not  carry 
out  the  duties  of  the  office  thoroughly 
and  satisfactorily,  and  therefore  the 
man  was  to  be  punished  merely  for 
holding  opinions  to  which  he  had  con- 
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scientiously  come.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  did  not  suggest  that  he  would 
have  anything  to  do  with  the  carrying 
out  of  the  law  with  relation  to  vaccina- 
tion. The  Vaccination  Acts  were  not  in 
the  hands  of  the  medical  oflScer  at  all. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Vote  be  reduced  by  £100."— 
(Mr.  Carrie  Grant.) 


Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not 
exceeding  £130,169,  be  granted  for  the 
said  Service." 


*Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  that  a 
medical  officer  would  have  a  great  deal 
to  do  with  vaccination  if  his  district 
were  invaded  by  an  epidemic  of  malig- 
nant smallpox. 

*Mr.  CORRIE  grant  said  that  if  an 
epidemic  of  smallpox  broke  out  in  a 
district,  the  duty  of  enforcing  the  vac- 
cination law  would  not  rest  upon  the 
medical  officer,  but  upon  the  vaccination 
officer.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
punishing  Dr.  Tebb  because  he  had 
written  a  book  against  vaccination.  We 
seemed  to  be  passing  from  the  tyranny 
and  despotism  of  the  priests  to  the 
tyranny  and  despotism  of  the  doctors, 
and  he  really  thought  that  the  despotism 
of  the  doctors  was  worse  than  that  of 
the  priests.  He  protested  against  the 
attempt  to  deal  in  this  way  with  a  man 
for  holding  his  own  opinions.  He 
moved  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by 
£100. 


Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  (Bristol, 
R)  said  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  had  told  them  that  he  was 
one  of  the  trustees  of  posterity  in  the 
matter  of  local  loans.  He  wanted  him 
to  take  a  further  step  in  that  direction. 
The  Local  Government  Board  were 
extremely  critical  in  the  matter  of  local 
loans  so  far  as  those  loans  were  confined 
to  paper,  and  the  local  authorities, 
before  they  had  power  to  borrow,  were 
forced  in  nearly  every  case  to  go  to  the 
Local  Grovemment  Board  and  obtain 
sanction  for  the  sum  which  they  pro- 
posed to  raise.     But  the  moment  the 


loan  was  sanctioned  there  was  no  check 
upon  the  local  authority  for  spending 
that  money  in  accordance  with  the  speci- 
fications which  they  had  presented  to 
the  Local  Government  Board.  If  they 
were  to  have  interference  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  that  interference 
ought  to  be  complete.  They  should  not 
only  inquire  whether  the  proposals  of 
the  local  authority  were  reasonable,  and 
whether  the  specification  which  they 
were  required  to  put  before  the  Board 
was  sufficient,  but  they  ought  to  see  that 
the  money  borrowed  by  the  local 
authority  was  really  spent  in  carrying 
out  the  proposals  made.  If  it  was  right 
that  the  local  authority  should  bfe  con- 
trolled entirely  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  the  question  of  loans,  the 
local  authority  should  be  controlled  in  the 
spending  of  the  loans.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  pointed  out  that  local 
indebtedness  was  increasing  exceedingly 
fast,  and  had  indeed  assumed  alarming 
proportions,  but  so  long  as  the  money 
was  well  spent  it  need  not  alarm  us 
very  much.  If  there  was  no  guarantee 
that  the  locality,  and  to  a  certain  extent 
the  nation,  got  an  actual  return  for  the 
money  spent,  there  was  a  chance 
of  the  money  being  wasted  and 
a  debt  created  for  which  there  were 
no  corresponding  assets.  He  hoped 
that  before  the  debate  closed  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  would  give  the  Committee  an 
indication  whether  or  not  he  would  act 
upon  the  suggestion  now  made. 

*  Colonel  BLUNDELL  (Lancashire, 
Ince)  said  he  was  anxious  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  one  subject  with 
reference  to  local  loans.  Cases  had  arisen 
in  which  a  local  body  had  been  obliged 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  to  build 
a  new  workhouse.  The  workhouse  would 
last  for  several  generations.  It  seemed 
hard  that  the  generation  which  had^to 
build  it  and  incur  a  large  loan  should 
be  obliged  to  pay  for  the  whole  of  the 
debt  which  it  had  incurred,  not  by  its 
own  wish,  but  by  the  order  of  the  Local 
Government  Board 


*Mr.   J.   A.   PEASE   (Essex,   Saffron 
Walden)  asked  the  President  of  the  Local 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


655  Supply— CivU  {COMMONS} 

Government  Board  what  the  views  of  the 
Board  were  in  regard  to  the  recommenda- 
tions which  were  made  by  a  Committee 
two  years  ago  in  connection  with  the  pro- 
viding of  cottage  homes  for  the  deserving 
poor.  In  the  year  before  last  he,  in  con- 
junction with  hon.  Members  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  introduced  a  Bill  which 
had  for  its  object  the  securing  of  some 
amelioration  of  the  lot  of  the  aged  and 
deserving  poor  who  now  came  under  the 
operation  of  the  poor  law,  and  who  had 
nothing  better  to  look  forward  to  than 
a  pauper's  grave.  The  Bill  was  sent  to  a 
Select  Committee,  and  so  impressed  were 
the  members  of  that  Committee  with  the 
evidence  received  from  experts  in  diflferent 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  as  well  as  of 
those  who  had  experience  abroad,  that 
they  made  the  following  recommenda- 
tions— 

"1.  That  it  is  desirable  so  to  classify  the 
inmates  of  "workhouses  that  the"*  aged  and  re- 
spectable poor  shall  not  be  forced  S>  mix  with 
those  whose  character  or  habits  are  bed  or 
disagreeable. 

*'  2.  That  in  order  to  make  room  for  proper 
classification,  all  children,  other  than  iofants, 
be  provided  for  outside  and  apart  from  the 
workhouse  premises. 

"  3.  That  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  county 
councils  to  provide  suitable  accommodation  in 
separate  institutions  for  the  proper  treatment 
of  all  pauper  imbeciles  and  epileptics. 

"  4.  That  the  aged  and  deserving  poor,  so 
far  as  it  is  possible,  should  receive  adequate  out- 
door relief,  and  that  when  they  are  in  the  work- 
house they  should  constitute  a  special  class  and 
receive  special  treatment  and  privileges. 

*'  5.  That  guardians  should  provide  special 
cottage  homes  within  the  umons,  or  other 
suitable  accommodation  for  married  couples 
and  respectable  old  persous  whose  poverty  is 
not  their  own  fault  but  the  result  of  mis- 
fortune." 
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Some  of  the  boards  of  guardians  had 
adopted  some  of  the  recommendations, 
but  some  were  not  so  progressive  as 
others.  He  desired  that  the  recommenda- 
tions should  be  made  compulsory.  In 
a  constituency  such  as  he  represented, 
men  could  not  be  expected  with  12s.  a 
week  to  bring  up  a  family  and  save 
sufficient  for  their  old  age,  and  if 
old  age  pensions  could  not  be  given 
the  Government  might  at  least  see  that 
proper  recognition  should  be  given  to  the 
deserving  poor  under  the  poor  law  system, 
and  adopt  the  recommendations  of  his 
Committee.    He  asked  whether  the  Local 

Mr.  J.  A.  Pease, 


Government  Board  could  see  their  way 
to  carry  out  the  recommendations  which 
were  unanimously  made  by  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  BROADHURST  (Leicester)  said 
that  before  the  last  General  Election  a 
circular  was  issued  to  boards  of  guardians 
on  the  question  of  the  better  treatment  of 
the  deserving  and  aged  poor,  but  he 
feared  that  it  had  had  very  little  effect. 
It  would,  he  understood,  be  out  of  order 
to  suggest  legislation  on  the  subject  when 
debating  the  question  of  Supply,  but  it 
could  not  be  out  of  order  to  suggest  that 
another  circular  should  be  issued  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  instructing  the 
boards  of  guardians  to  give  adequate 
relief  to  aged  persons  outside  the  work- 
house. When  the  circular  was  sent  out 
their  minds  were  excited  over  the  forth- 
coming election,  and  they  were  not  free 
to  give  it  the  attention  it  required.  Why 
should  not  the  Department  issue  another 
circular  now  that  the  elections  were  over 
and  when  they  had  more  time  and  better 
opportunity  to  study  the  question  and 
apply  their  minds  to  its  solution  1  If  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
would  do  that  he  was  sure  he  would  do  a 
great  and  benevolent  work  for  the  aged 
poor  who  were  outside  the  workhouse. 
The  Government  had  had  one  splendid 
opportunity  this  session  of  doing  a  great 
work  to  assist  the  meritorious  poor. 
They  might,  if  they  had  so  willed,  have 
induced  their  friends  in  another  place 
to  have  passed  the  Out-door  Relief 
(Friendly  Societies)  Bill,  and  which  had 
passed  this  House.  That  Bill  pro- 
vided that  members  of  friendly 
societies  should  have  relief  from  the 
poor  law  funds,  irrespective  of  the 
relief  they  enjoyed  from  their  friendly 
societies.  He  did  not  blame  the  Colonial 
Secretary  for  disappearing  from  the 
House  when  he  saw  the  drift  the  discus- 
sion was  taking,  but  if  that  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  stayed  it  would  have  been 
entertaining  to  have  heard  his  views  on 
this  question,  had  he  cared  to  assist  in  the 
debate. 

Dr.  SHIPMAN  (Northampton)  said 
he  felt  it  necessary  to  rise  and  enter  Us 
protest  against  what  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  had  done  in  regard  to  Dr. 
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Tebb.  That  gentleman  had  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  local  authority  as  medical 
oflficer,  and  his  appointment  had  not 
been  confirmed  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  because  he  had  written  a  work 
against  the  eflScacy  of  vaccination.  He 
could  not  conceive  of  anything  meaner 
than  that.  Admitting  that  the  gentle- 
man had  written  a  book  against  the 
efficacy  of  vaccination,  that  would  not 
prevent  him  from  acting  honestly  in  the 
administration  of  the  law.  Many  men 
certainly  held  private  opinions  which 
might  conflict  with  their  public  duty. 
He  had  heard  hon.  Gentlemen  say  that 
they  had  voted  for  the  Government 
Education  Bill,  not  because  they  be- 
lieved in  the  Education  Bill,  but  b^use 
it  was  a  Government  measure.  Again,  > 
they  had  only  to  think  of  South  Africa 
to-day,  where  there  were  many  men , 
engaged  in  duties  which  were  abhorrent 
to  them,  but  which  they  sternly  fulfilled 
because  those  duties  had  been  cast  upon  ' 
them  by  those  in  authority  over  them.  I 
He  had  never  previously  troubled  the  ' 
House  with  any  observations,  and  he 
j  craved  the  indulgence  of  the  House  for 
!       having  intervened  in  the  debate. 

I  *Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  that  a 
question  had  been  raised  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Bristol  as  to  the  con- 
trol over  the  local  loans.  That  was  a 
matter  which  ought  to  be  brought  under 
the  notice  of  the  auditor.  The  hon. 
Member  for  the  Saffron  Walden  Division 
had  appealed  to  him  in  reference  to  the 
Aged  Poor  Circular,  and  so  also  had  the 
hon.  member  for  Leicester.  He  did  not 
think  it  was  necessary  to  issue  another 
circular.  He  could  not  agree  that  the 
boards  of  guardians  had  neglected  their 
duty  in  respect  to  the  accommodation 
of  the  aged  poor.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  [ 
the  boai^s  of  guardians  throughout  the 
country  had  done  their  best  to  carry  out ' 
the  recommendations  of  the  Circular 
issued  last  year.  When  the  hon.  Member  [ 
for  Saffron  Walden  talked  so  lightly  of 
progressive  boards  of  guardians,  he 
ignored  the  fact  that  many  of  these 
boards  governed  very  small  areas,  where 


it  was  impossible  to  impose  an  assessment 
of  even  £200  or  £300  without  inflicting 
a  heavy  burden  on  the  people,  who  were 
not  much  better  off  than  those  in  the 
workhouse.  The  Department  did  all 
they  could  to  lighten  the  burden  and  the 
grievances  of  the  deserving  poor  whose 
P9verty  was  not  the  result  of  anything 
but  their  misfortune*  As  to  Dr.  Tebb, 
he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  add 
another  word  to  what  he  had  already 
stated,  and  he  would  endeavour  to  bear 
with  equanimity  the  condemnation  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton. 

*Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.)  said  he  would  be  glad  to  know  whether 
the  Committee  presided  over  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Wigtownshire 
had  yet  reported  in  regard  to  the  use  of 
preservatives  and  colouring  matters, 
and  whether  the  Local  Government 
Board  would  be  able  to  deal  with  that 
Report  in  the  immediate  future.  This 
was  not  only  of  urgent  importance 
because  of  the  excessive  use  of  preserva- 
tives, which  had  become  a  serious  matter, 
but  also  the  Report  might  give  the  Local 
Government  Board  an  opportunity  of 
checking  the  misuse  of  colouring  matter, 
and  so  of  undoing  the  error,  in  his  opinion, 
in  the  Food  and  Drugs  Bill  of  not  for- 
bidding the  colouring  ^of  margarine  to 
imitate  butter. 

♦Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said^hat  the 
Report  of  that  Committee  had  not  yet 
reached  him,  but  he  had  been  informed 
that  it  would  be  in  his  hands  in  a  few 
days,  when  he  would  take  it  into  his 
serious  consideration,  and  deal  with  it 
promptly.  To  any  of  the  Committee's 
recommendations  which  the  Department 
thought  they  could  carry  out  with  ad- 
vantage the  hon.  Member  might  rest 
assured  the  most  earnest  attention  would 
be  given. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,   93  ; 
Noes,  171.     (Division  List  No.  336.) 


Abraham,  William(Cork,N.E. 
Allen,Cha8.  P.  (Gleuc, Stroud 
Ambrose,  Robert 


AYES. 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Bell,  Richard 


Boland,  John 
Bri^g,  John 


Broadhurst,  HetffJ^^^T^ 
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Burke,  £.  Haviland- 
Burt,  Thomas 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Chamiins,  Francis  Allston 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Cogan,  Denis  J. 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Crean,  Eugene 
Cullinan,  J. 
Delany,  William 
Bonelan,  Captain  A.^ 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Duffy,  William  J. 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Esmunde,  Sir  Thomas 
Penwick,  Charles 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Oilhooly,  James 
Ooddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 
Hay  den,  John  Patrick 
Hobhouse,  C.E.H.  (Bristol,  E.) 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Jones,  William  (Camarvonsh.) 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Batty 


{COMMONS} 

Leamy,  Edmund 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
Mansfield,  Horace  Kendall 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Newnes,  Sir' George 
Nolan,ColJohnP.(Galway,N.) 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
O'Brien.Kendal  (Tipp*r'yMid. 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N. ) 
O'Connor,  Jas.  (Wicklow,  W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O' Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
0'Kelly,Ja8.  ( Roscommon,N. ) 
O'Malley,  William 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
O'Shee,  James  John 
Partington,  Oswald 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 
Power,  Patrick  .foseph 
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Price,  Robert  John 
Keddy,  M. 

Kedmond,  J.  E.  (Waterfoid) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Riffg,  Richard 

Roiierts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
RoUeston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sinclair.Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tully,  Jasper 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  P.  (Meath,  North) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  F.  W.  (Norfolk,  Mid) 
Wilson,  Hy.  J.  (Yorks,W.  R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Young,  Samuel 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  Corrie  Grant  and  Dr. 
Shipn 


Acland-Hood,Capt.  Sir  Alex.  F. 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Bain,  Col.  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,RtHon.A.J.(Manch'r 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Hornsev) 
Balfour,  RtHon.G.W.  (Leerfs) 
Balfour,Maj.KR(Christchurch 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  B. 
Beach,  RtHn.  SirM.  H.  (Bristol) 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bigwood,  James 
Blundell,  Col.  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hn.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  Colonel  Montagu 
Butcher,  John  George 
Caldwell,  James 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.H. 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendi8h,VCW.(Derby8hire) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain, Rt  Hn.  J.(Birm.) 
Cham  berlain,  J.  Austenj  W'rc'r 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hon.Thos.  H.A.  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collinffs,  Right  Hon.  Jesse 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
Corbett, A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cranbome,  Viscount 


NOES. 

Cross,  Alexander  (Glaseow) 
Davies,  SirH.  D.  (Chatham) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dewar.TR(T'rH'mlets,S.Geo. 
Dickinfeon,  Robert  Edmond 
Dickson- Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  Sir  Wm.  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Duming-Lawrence,Sir  Edwin 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Fielden,  Edwai*d  Brocklehurst 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Foster,  P.  S.  ( Warwick, S.W.) 
Foster,  SirWal.  (Derby  Co.) 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gordon,Hn.  J.  E.(Elgin&Naim 
Gore,HnG.  R.  C.  Orm8by-(Sarp 
Gore,Hon.  S.  F.  Ormsby  'Line. ) 

Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  E. 

Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 

Greene,  W.Rayraond-(Cambe. 

Groves,  James  Grimble 

Hain,  Edward 

Hall,  Edward  Marshall 

Hamilton,RtHnLordG(Middx 

Han  bury,  Rt.  Hn.  Robt.  Wm. 

Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 

Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 

Heaton,  John  Henniker 

Helme,  Nerval  Watson 

Henderson,  Alexander 

Higginbottom,  S.  W. 

Hoare,  E.  brodie  (Hampstead 

Hope,  J. F.  (Sheffild,Brightside 

Hoult,  Joseph 

Howard,J.  (Kent,  Faversham) 


Jackson,  Rt.  Hn.  Wni.  Lawies 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhoose 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Kennaway,Rt.  Hon.Sir JohnH. 
Kenyon-Slaney,Col.  W.  (Salop) 
Kimber,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Le^e,Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leveson-Gower,  Fredk.  N.  S. 
Lock  wood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,htHn  Walter  (Bri8tol,S.) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
LucaSyReginaldJ.  (Portsmouth 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maconochie,  A,  W. 
M'Kil lop,  James  (Stirlingshire 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
MaxweU,  W.J.H.  (Dumfriessh 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Mitchell,  William 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
More,  R.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morris,  Hon.  Martin  HenrvF. 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arth.H.  A.(Deptford 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  RtHn  AG raham( Bute 
Murray,  Col.  Wvndham  (Bath) 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Pease,  Alfred  £.  (CJevekud) 
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Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Plammer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Porvis,  Robert 
Pyra,  C.  Guy 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Handlee,  John  S. 
Katcliff,  R.  F. 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Kidley ,  Hn.  M.  W.  (Staly  bridge 
Ridley,S.Forde  (BethnalGreen 
Kobertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux        , 


{16  July  1901} 

Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sad]er,Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (LimehouKe) 
Scott,  SirS.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barnngton 
Smith,Hon.  W.  F.  D.(Strand) 
Stanley,  Lord  ( Lanes. ) 
Stewart,SirMarkJ.  M'Taggart 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphrey  Napier 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Wason,  Jo  hnCath  cart(  O  r  kney 
Webb,  Colonel  William  George 
Welby,Lt.-Col.ACE(Taunton 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
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Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wills,  Sir  Frederick 
Wilson,  AStanley(York8,E.R. 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
WUson,  J.  W.  (Worcestersh.  N. ) 
Wodebouse,Rt.Hn.£.R.(Bath 
Wolff,  Gustav  WUhelm 
Wortley,Rt.  Hon.C.B.Stuait- 
Wrif^htson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 

Tellers  for  the  Nobs  - 
Sir  William  VValrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.)  said  there 
were  one  or  two  questions  to  which  he 
desired  to  call  attention  with  regard  to 
this  Vote.     It  would  no  doubt  be  objected 
that  as  an   Irish  Member  he   had  no 
interest  in  EngUsh  Local  Government, 
but  inasmuch  as  some  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  EngHsh  Local  Government  had 
been  made  precedents  for  imposing  Acts 
on  Ireland  to  which  he  and  others  who 
thought    with    him    objected,    he    was 
interested  in  this  matter.     With  regard 
to  the  Poor  Law  Officers'  Superannuation 
Act,  there  was  a  question  to  which  atten- 
tion had  not  been  called.     According  to 
the  Local  Government  Report  of  1896, 
the  total  amount  voted  for  superannua- 
tion was  £6,000,  and  the  year  after  this 
Act  was  passed,  for  which  the  officials  of 
the    Local    Government    Board    were 
responsible,  the   amount  jumped  up  to 
^19,000 ;  now  the  charge  for  pensions 
amounted  to  £74,000,  and  at  the  end  of 
thirty    years    the    English    ratepayers 
would  have  a  burden  cast  upon  them  of 
something  Hke  £320,000,  of  which  the 
contribution  of  the  poor  law  officials  was 
only  £47,000.     Recently  an  attempt  was 
made  to  place  a  similar  burden  upon 
heland.     He  complained  that  this  burden 
had  been  placed  upon  the  people  of  this 
country    without    proper    information 
haying  been  vouchsafed   to  them,  and 
believed  that  if  the  EngUsh  ratepayers 
tnew   that    these     proceedings     would 
eventually  involve  a  charge  of  a  quarter 
of  a  nulUon  they  would  not  tolerate  such 
a  state  of  things  for  a  moment.     Poor 
law  officers  were  generally  astute  men, 


j  and  made  themselves  useful  to  Members 
I  of  ParHament,  who,  however  anxious  to 
,  keep  down  the  rates,  shrank  from  making 

so  many  permanent  enemies  in  their 
I  constituencies.     He  complained  that  the 

Local  Government  Board  auditors  had 
I  taken  no  steps  to  draw  attention  to  this 
I  matter. 

,  The  secretary  to  the  LOCAL 
I  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Grant 
,  Lawson,  Yorkshire,  N.R.,  Thirsk),  upon 
a  point  of  order,  asked  whether  the  hon. 
Member  could  discuss  upon  this  Vote 
an  Act  which  was  not  passed  by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  and  one  which 
they  did  not  administer. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) 
pointed  out  that  the  Local  Government 
Board  were  responsible  for  seeing  that 
the  ratepayers  were  not  prejudicially 
affected.  At  present  the  ratepayers 
were  not  paying  anything  Uke  their  fair 
share  of  the  pension  fund,  which  was  part 
of  the  salary  of  the  poor  law  officials,  but 
an  enormous  burden  was  continually 
increasing  year  by  year,  and  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
inform  Parliament  as  to  the  condition  of 
this  fund,  and  they  were  not  doing  their 
duty  in  allowing  it  to  go  on  without 
doing  so. 


Mr.  TULLY  said  the  Vote  included 
certain  sums  for  the  salary  of  certain 
officials,  including  the  district  auditors, 
and  it  was  the  duty  of  those  auditors  to 
call  attention  to  the  rates.         ,  .  . 
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The  deputy  CHAIRMAN:  The 
Local  Government  Board  could  not 
control  the  auditors  or  the  levy  of  rates, 
and  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  not  be  in 
order  in  referring  to  those  matters. 

Mr.  TULLY  said  that  that  being  so,  he 
would  not  discuss  the  matter,  but  his 
point  was  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  as  in  the  case  of  vaccination,  to 
refer  to  these  matters  and  put  the  figures 
before  the  country. 


The   deputy   CHAIRMAN :   I  do 

not  think  it  is  a  matter  that  can  be  dis- 
cussed upon  this  Vote. 

Mr.  TULLY :  Then,  Sir,  I  shall  say 
nothing  further,  but  content  myself 
with  voting  against  this  Supply. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  168 ; 
Noes,  77.     (Division  List  No.  337.) 


Acland-Hood,  Capt.  Sir  Alex.F. 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
AUen,  CharlesP.(Glouc.,Stroud 
Anson,  Sir  William  Keynell 
Ark  Wright,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres.  Lord 
Balf our,Rt  Hon.  A.  J.  (Manch'r) 
Balfour,  Rt  Hon.  G.W.(Leeds) 
Balfour,MajK.R(Chri8tchurch 
Bathurst,  Hn.  Allen  Benjamin 
Bell,  Richard 
Bigwood,  James 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward  .  i 

Brookfield,  Colonel  Montagu 
Bull,  William  James 
Burt,  Thomas 
Butcher,  John  George 
Caldwell,  James 
Carson,  Kt  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.(  Derbyshire 
Chamberlain,  Rt.Hon.J.(Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  Austen(  Worc*r 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coffhill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox,Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Davies,Sir  Horat  ioD.  (Chatham 
Davies,M.Vaughan-(Cardigan) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dewar,T.R.(T*rHamrts,S  Geo. 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Dick8on-Poynder,Sir  John  P. 
Douelas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Durning-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Dyke,Rt.Hon.SirWilliamHart 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 


AYES. 

Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Su:  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Foster,Philip  S.(  Warwick  ,S.W. 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gordon,Hn.J.K  (Elgin&Nairn 
Gore,HnG.R.C.Ormsby-(Salop 
Gore,  Hon.S.F.Ormsby-(Linc.) 
Gorst,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond-(Camb6.) 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Hain,  Edward 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Hamilton,RtHnLordG(Midd'x 
Hanbury,  Rt.Hon.RobertWm. 
Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Heime,  Norval  Watson 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Higginbottom,  S.  W. 
Hoare,  Ed  w.  Brodie(Hampfitea<l 
Hope,J.F.(Sheffield,Brightside 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Howard,  J .  ^  Kent,  Faversham ) 
Jackson,Rt.  Hon.  W^m.  Lawies 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Kennaway,Rt.Hon.SirJohnH. 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Laurie,  Lieut.-General 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Legge,  Col.  Hn.  Heneage 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leveson-Gower,  Fred.  N.  S. 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lookwood,  Lt-Col.  A.   R. 
Loder,  Gerald  W^alter  Erskine 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Bristol,  S.) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
M^Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire 


Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Maxwell,  W.J .  H(  Du  mfriesshire 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Mont^u,Hon.  J.ScoU(Hant8.  > 
More,  Rbt.  Jag.  (Shropshire) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morris,  Hn.  Martin  Henry  F. 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford; 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  C<A  Wyndham  (Bath 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Pease,  HerbertPike(  Darlington 
Peel,  Hn.  Wm.  Robert  W. 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Ratcliflf,  R.  F. 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ridley,Hon.M.W.(Stalybridge) 
Ridley,S.Forde(BethnalGreen) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hacluiey) 
Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel; 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J.  M*Taggart 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Stroyan,  John 
Strutt,  Hon.  Chas.  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hn.Humphry  Napier 
Tomlmson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  yisoount 
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Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Wason,  JohnCathcart(  Orkney) 
Webb,  Col.  William  George 
Welby,Lt..CoLA.C.E(Taunton) 
Wentworth,  Bruce  G.  Vernon- 
Whitnwre,  Ghas.  Algernon 
Wkittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
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Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wills,  Sir  Frederick 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York,  E.  R. 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  ( Worcestersh.N. 
Wolff,  Gustav  WUhelm 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
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Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  WiUiam  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Abraham,  William  (Gork,N.E.) 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Barry,  E.  {Cork,  S.) 

Bay  ley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Boland,  John 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

Burke,  E.  Hayiland- 

Cameron,  Robert 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Cawfey,  Frederick 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Cogan,  Denis  J. 

Cbndon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crean,  Eugene 

Cullinan,  J. 

Delany,  William 

Dewar,  John  A.(InTernes6-sh.) 

Dillon,  John 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Duffy,  William  J. 

Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Guhooly,  James    ^ 


NOES. 

Grant,  Corrie 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hobhouse,  C.K  H.  (Bristol,  K) 
Jones,  William  (Camarvonsh.) 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Batty 
Leamy,  Edmund 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Nolan,Col.  John  P.(Galway,N. 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth  ,South) 
O'Brien,  K.  (Tipperary  Mid) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipprary,  N. 
O'Connor,  James(Wicklow,W. ) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 
O'Dowd,  John 


O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
0'Kelly,James(Roscommon,N» 
O'Malley,  WiUiam 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
O'Shee,  James  John 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  JohnE.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Riggt  Richard 
Shaw,  Thomas  ^  Hawick  B.) 
Shechan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sinclair,CaptJohn(  Forfar  >hire 
Spencer,RtHn.C.R(Northants 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Trevelyan,  Chas.  Philips 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (HalUfax) 
Wilson.Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.> 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid> 
Young,  Samuel 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — Mr. 
Tully  and  Mr.  Thomas 
O'DonnelL 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £26,094,  be 
granted  to  His  Majesty  to  complete  the 
sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March, 
1902,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  and  to  pay  certain 
Grants-in-Aid." 


*Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devonshire,  South 
Molton)  said  he  was  glad  this  Vote  had 
been  reached,  because  everyone  would 
admit  there  were  several  important 
matters  which  had  arisen  since  the  Vote 
was  granted  last  year.  The  first  question 
he  wanted  to  discuss  was  the  fixing  of  the 
milk  standard.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's predecessor  appointed  a  strong 
Committee  to  consider  whether  it  was 
desirable  to  fix  a  milk  standard  or  not. 
That  committee  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  was,  but  the  conduct  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  not  convinced  him 
that  he  had  shown  due  regard  for  the 


conclusions  to  which  the  Committee  had 
come.  The  majority  report  of  the  com- 
mittee recommended  that  the  milk 
standard  should  be  fixed  at  12  per  cent, 
of  the  total  solids,  but  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  not  taken  the  advice  of 
the  Committee  in  this  matter,  and  had 
practically  brought  the  standard  down 
to  the  lowest  recommendation  made 
except  one,  and  that  one  was  only  lower 
for  the  months  of  March  to  June  inclu- 
sive. He  thought  if  a  standard  were 
fixed  at  all  the  milk  standard  should  be 
fairly  high,  otherwise  milk  would  be 
watered  down.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's standard  was  11  5  per  cent,  upon 
the  total  solids  instead  of  the  12  per  cent, 
recommended.  He  had  not  been  able 
to  gather,  but  hoped  to  do  so,  the  advice 
which  guided  the  right  hqn.  Gentleman 
in  fixing  this  standard ;  but  he  observed ^ 
from  the  evidence  given  before  the  com- 
mittee, that  all  the  middlemen  were  of 
opinion,  which  was  not  surprising,  that 
the    lower    standard    should  be  ^xjq 
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The  committee  found  by  practical  tests 
that  the  average  milk  of  the  country 
contained  from  125  to  12*8  per  cent, 
of  solids,  and  therefore  he  could  not 
understand  why  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  reduced  the  standard  to  11*5. 
He  pleaded  in  this  matter  for  the  poorer 
classes,  who  were  defrauded  by  unscrupu- 
lous dealers,  who,  after  receiving  the 
milk  pure  from  the  farmer,  mixed  it 
with  water  and  separated  milk. 

The  first  report  of  the  Intelligence 
Division  of  the  ^oard  of  Agriculture  had 
c^nly  just  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  hon. 
Members.  In  the  first  place,  he  asked 
whether  it  wmild  not  be  possible  to  receive 
those  reports  earlier  than  six  months  after 
the  period  to  which  they  referred  had 
elapsed.  According  to  that  report,  the 
Board  had  endeavoured  to  assist  the  local 
authorities  in  the  administration  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Some  time  ago 
it  was  thought  to  be  quite  sufficient  if  one 
sample  per  thousand  of  the  population 
was  taken.  He  desired  to  ask  whether 
the  power  conferred  on  the  Board  by  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  of  1899  had  suc- 
ceeded in  bringing  the  local  authorities 
up  to  the  mark  in  the  way  of  taking 
samples  of  food  to  prevent  adulteration. 
Nbthing  was  so  clear  as  the  fact  that  if 
samples  were  frequently  taken  in  the  local 
markets  fraud  and  adulteration  were  put 
down  to  an  enormous  extent.  In  regard 
to  margarine  factories  there  were  2,229 
rooms  registered,  but  only  800  were 
visited  by  inspectors.  This  inspection 
was  a  valuable  means  of  preventing  the 
fraud  of  margarine  being  sold  as  butter, 
and  he  would  like  to  know  why  1,400 
of  these  factories  had  not  been  visited. 
As  to  the  prosecutions  under  the  Mer- 
chandise Marks  Act,  practically  the  whole 
of  them  had  been  for  the  sale  of  American 
bacon  for  English  or  Irish.  But  there 
were  frauds  other  than  that  in  connection 
with  bacon.  Many  shops  in  the  metro- 
polis professed  to  sell  Devonshire  or 
Welsh  mutton,  but,  unless  he  was  much 
mistaken,  no  such  mutton  was  ever  seen 
in  them,  and  he  should  like  to  see  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  put  into  force  in 
regard  to  other  products  than  bacon  or 
lard.  If  an  attempt  was  made  to  put  into 
force  the  Act  with  regard  to  manures  and 
fertilisers,  it  practically  meant  a  declara- 
tion of  war  on  the  manure  merchants, 
because  they  had  to  be  informed  that 

Mr,  Lambert. 


samples  were  to  be  taken,  and  invited 
either  to  attend  or  to  send  representatives, 
which  naturally  showed  the  buyer  had 
a  suspicion    he    was    being  defrauded, 
He  suggested  that  the  conditions  might 
be  so  relaxed  as  to  allow  a  man  for  his 
own    information   to    send    samples   of 
manure  to   the  district  analyst  at  the 
same    fee,    without    any    consequences 
attaching  to  the  seller  of  the  manure. 
The  buyer  desired,  without  this  declara- 
tion of  war,  to  be  able  to  find  out  whether 
the  seller  of   manure  was  selling  hini 
manure  of  the  proper  standard  or  not. 
The   most   serious   matter   the   Com- 
mittee had  to  consider  on  this  Vote  was 
that  of  swine  fever.    The  disease  had 
increased  to  an  enormous  extent.    It  was 
said  in  1893  that  if  only  there  was  uni- 
formity of  practice  swine  fever  would  be 
suppressed.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman*s 
predecessors  had  taken  steps  to  eradicate 
the  disease,  but  it  was  still  very  flourish- 
ing.    The  last   half-year  had  produced 
more  outbreaks  than  any  six  months 
during  the  previous  four  years,  and  pro- 
bably even  a  longer  period.     The  lowest 
this  year  for  one  week  was  28  outbreaks, 
but  on  27th  April  there  were  152.    That 
was  a  very  serious  state  of  aflfairs.    It  was 
not    spasmodic ;     it    was    a    continual 
increase.    In  the  first  twenty-six  weeks 
of  this  year  there  had  been  2,115  out- 
breaks, while  the  average  for  the  first  six 
I  months  of  the  last  four  years  was  only 
I  about  1,400.    The  Board  of  Agriculture 
'  had  introduced  a  new  policy,  namely,  that 
'  of  not  slaughtering  pigs  which  had  come 
in   contact   with   diseased  animals.    In 
connection  with  the  2,115  outbreaks  in 
the  last  six  months  only  10,231  pigs  had 
I  been  slaughtered,  but  when  the  average 
1  was  1,400  outbreaks  21,237  pigs  were 
slaughtered.     He  did  not  know  whether 
that  had  anything  to  do  with  the  in- 
I  creased    prevalence    of   the   disease,  or 
whether  motives  of  policy  or  economy 
'  had  dictated  the  change  of  practice.    The 
figures  for  the  last  quarter  were  posi- 
I  tively    appalling.    There    were   actually 
I  500  more  outbreaks  than  in  the  previous 
j  quarter,  and  100  more  than  in  the  pre- 
I  vious  nine  months.     It  was  not  as  if  * 
I  large  amount    of    money  had  not  been 
spent  in  the  matter.    The  cost  of  en- 
'  deavouring  to  suppress  swine  fever  in 
11898-99    was     £112,000;    in    1899-00, 
£71,500;   in    1900-01,  about  £52,000; 
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but  while  the  expenditure  had  gone  down 
the  number  of  cases  unfortunately  had 
considerably  gone  up.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  stated  in  answer  to  a 
question  that  he  was  not  satisfied  that  the 
local  veterinary  surgeons  adequately 
carried  out  the  instructions  of  the  Board, 
and  that  the  magistrates  did  not  always 
deal  with  cases  in  such  a  way  as  to  dis- 
courage the  evasion  of  the  law.  But  the 
same  veterinary  surgeons  and  the  same 
magistrates  were  in  existence  now  as 
when  the  disease  was  much  less  prevalent, 
so  that  that  was  hardly  a  valid  reason  for 
the  increase.  He  urged  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  endeavour  to  stamp  out 
the  disease.  The  existence  of  swine  fever 
was  most  harrassing  to  men  living  in 
rural  districts.  They  had  to  put  up  with 
many  restrictions ;  they  were  unable 
to  move  their  animals  from  one  part  of 
the  country  to  another  ;  and  it  was  a 
very  serious  matter  indeed  to  small 
holders  who  owned  pigs  and  did  not  know 
what  regulations  were  brought  into  force 

He  would  cite  a  little  history  of  the  year 
1893  to  show  what  gentlemen  they  were 
on  that  side  of  the  House.  In  June  of 
that  year,  when  the  Home  Rule  debate 
was  in  full  swing,  the  adjournment  of 
the  House  was  moved  by  one  of  the 
Gentlemen  now  on  the  Treasury  Bench, 
in  order  to  call  att?ntion  to  the  increas- 
ing prevalence  of  swine  fever  in  many 
parts  of  the  country,  and  the  persistent 
neglect  of  the  Government  to  take 
measures  to  check  it.  From  the  1st 
January  to  20th  May,  1893,  there  were 
only  800  outbreaks,  while  in  the  same 
period  this  year  there  were  1,565.  If 
the  present  Opposition  had  been  at  all 
infected  w^'th  the  spirit  of  obstruction — 
or  of  that  *'  intelligent  interest  "  in  swine 
fever — ^that  animated  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (because  he  voted  in  the 
division)  they  wouM  have  moved  the 
adjournment  of  the  House  several  times 
over,  but  they  had  preferred  to  take  the 
more  constitutional  course  of  discussing 
the  matter  on  the  Estimates. 

Other  diseases  also  had  increased.  In 
the  first  half  of  the  present  year  there 
had  been  360  cases  of  anthrax  and  638 
cases  of  glanders,  the  average  of  the  last 
fou'-  years  being  287  and  428  respec- 
tively, and  there  had  also  been  twelve 
cases  of  foot-and-mouth  disease.  At  the 
time  when  the  right  hon.   Gentleman 


was  appointed  Minister  for  Agriculture 
it  was  said  that  he  was  too  good  for  the 
position,  and  that  some  peer  should  have 
been  brought  in.  But,  brilliant  critic 
though  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
been,  he  had  not  yet  succeeded  in  carrying 
out  the  duties  of  his  office  even  as  well 
as  his  predecessor  had  done.  It  was  to 
be  hoped,  however,  that  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  gained  more  experience  in 
his  Department,  he  would  be  able  to 
show  to  the  country  a  much  more  satis- 
factory balance-sheet  in  regard  to  these 
diseases.  With  the  object  of  enabling 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  explain  his 
position,  he  begged  to  move  a  reduction 
of  the  Vote  by  £100. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced  by 
£100,  in  respect  of  the  Salary  of  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture. '^ 
— {Mr,  Ijimbert.) 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  (Limerick, 
W.)  desired  to  impress  upon  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  the  necessity 
of  placing  upon  the  Departmental  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
standard  of  water  in  butter  some  persons 
having  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  salted 
butter  industry.  Resolutions  in  favour 
of  this  demand  had  been  passed  by  most 
representative  bodies  in  Ireland,  in- 
cluding the  Irish  Dairy  Association,  repre- 
senting all  classes  of  Irish  butter  pro- 
ducers, the  South  of  Ireland  Butter 
Merchants'  Association,  and  the  Limerick 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  would  not 
weary  the  Committee  by  reading  all  the 
resolutions ;  he  would  take  one  as  a 
sample.  The  resolution  passed  by  the 
Irish  Dairy  Association  was  as  follows — 

**That  wo,  the  Irish  Dairy  Association,, 
representing  all  classes  of  Irish  butcer  pro- 
ducers, regret  the  constitution  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  fix  the  standard  of  water 
in  butter,  as  some  of  the  members  have- 
already  expressed  their  views  and  committed 
themselves  to  a  standard  which  would  practi- 
cally abolish  the  manufacture  of  salt  butter  in 
this  country,  and  prevent  farmers  making 
butter  in  their  own  homes.  As  the  Committee- 
stands  there  is  no  representative  of  the  salted 
butter  industry  or  even  of  Limerick,  now  thfr 
largest  centre  of  the  Irish  butter  trade.  We 
respectfully  request  that  two  gentlemen  should 
accordingly  be  appointed  to  represent  this- 
industry  on  the  Committee.*' 
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The  substance  of  all  the  resolutions  was 
that  as  at  present  constituted,  so  far  as 
Irish  representation  was  concerned,  the 
Irish  people  had  not  the  slightest  confi- 
•dence  in  the  Committee.  It  was  a  one- 
sided tribunal,  manned  almost  exclu- 
sively by  creamery  representatives.  Both 
Mr.  Plunkett  and  Mr.  Anderson  were 
creamery  enthusiasts,  the  only  man  in 
w^hom  the  people  had  confidence  being 
Mr.  Dunne,  but  he  had  no  practical 
knowledge  of  the  Irish  salted  butter 
industry.  Sir  Charles  Cameron,  the 
analyst,  had  committed  himself  to  a 
standard  which,  if  adopted,  would  destroy 
the  industry.  This  was  not  a  fair  or 
impartial  tribunal  to  consider  this  most 
important  matter,  and  he  appealed  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  give  a  full 
representation  to  all  classes  interested. 

*xMr.  LOYD  (Berkshire,  Abingdon) 
-desired  to  emphasise  the  necessity 
of  paying  great  attention  to  the 
c[uestion  of  swine  fever.  His  con- 
■stituents  had  recently  had  a  cruelly 
•severe  experience  in  the  loss  of  a 
large  number  of  animals,  the  property 
of  people — many  of  whom  were  allotment 
holders — who  could  ill  afford  to  lose 
them.  There  appeared  to  be  great  doubt 
m  the  localities  as  to  the  respective  duties 
of  the  local  authorities  and  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  in  the  matter.  When 
the  matter  was  entirely  under  the  juris- 
-diction  of  the  county  council,  the  people 
knew  exactly  whom  they  had  to  look  to, 
but  now  that  it  had  been  transferred 
to  the  Board  of  Agriculture  they  were 
under  the  impression  that  the  councils 
were  not  only  relieved  of  all  responsi- 
bility, but  deprived  of  all  power  to  take 
any  action  whatever.  The  local  autho- 
rities should  be  instructed  as  to  their 
position.  They  had  the  belief  that  if 
an  outbreak  occurred  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture must  be  called  in,  and  that  the 
Board,  if  satisfied  that  the  animals  were 
-diseased,  or  in  a  dangerous  condition, 
would  direct  their  slaughter  and  com- 
pensate the  owners.  He  believed, 
however,  that  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture no  longer  did  no  such  thing, 
but  that  their  present  policy  was  not 
to  slaughter  and  compensate,  because 
it  diminished  the  vigilance  of  the  people 
^f   the   localities   in   looking   after   the 

Mr,  ffShaiighnessy. 


matter,  but  to  isolate.  Having  isolated 
the  dangerous  animal,  they  left  the 
owner  to  make  up  his  mind  whether  or 
not  to  keep  the  beast,  and  if  he  decided 
to  slaughter  it  no  compensation  was 
paid.  There  was  also  much  doubt  as 
to  who  was  the  owner  of  a  beast  after  it 
had  been  sent  to  market,  but  was  not 
condemned  as  diseased  or  dangerous 
until  the  hammer  had  fallen.  Was  the 
property  still  in  the  seller  or  had  it 
passed  to  the  purchaser  1  The  auctioneer 
was  between  two  fires,  neither  able  to 
deliver  to  the  purchaser  and  receive  the 
money,  nor  to  pay  the  seller  whose  pigs 
he  had  received  for  sale.  The  result 
had  been  most  disastrous  in  the  case  to 
which  he  was  alluding,  and  had  resulted 
in  a  deadlock  with  large  numbers  of 
suspected  swine  isolated  by  order  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  and  dying  off  by 
degrees  while  the  owners  had  been  look- 
ing in  vain  for  any  order  for  slaughter 
either  from  the  Board  of  Agriculture  or 
from  the  local  authorities.  The  infor- 
mation would  be  very  valuable,  and 
prevent  much  misapprehension  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  state 
exactly  what  was  the  position  with 
regard  to  these  points. 

*Mr.  CHANNING  caUed  attention  to 
the  present  system  of  administering  the 
Swine  Fever  Act  and  the  irregularity 
of  the  system  of  inspection  adopted.  He 
said  that  the  administration  of  the  other 
Animals  Diseases  Acts  had  resulted  in 
clearing  the  country  from  those  diseases, 
which  used  to  inflict  incalculable  loss 
upon  agriculturists,  and  it  was  a  great 
pity  that  the  isame  principle  had  not 
been  carried  out  in  regard  to  swine 
fever.  The  Central  Chamber  of  Agri- 
culture had  addressed  inquiries  to  all 
the  county  councils  in  England.  The 
general  effect  of  the  facts  disclosed  by 
the  replies  showed  that  in  the 
counties,  where  the  policy  of  compulsory 
slaughter  had  been  carri^  out,  there  was 
a  distinct  improvement  in  the  position, 
and  in  some  localities  this  policy  had 
resulted  in  practically  sweeping  away 
the  disease  or  reducing  it  to  a 
minimum.  Owing  to  the  irr^ularity  of 
the  system  of  inspection  and  administra- 
tion of  the  Act,  areas  were  left  which 
formed  centres  of    infection,    and  the 
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many  temptations  to  fraud  of  various 
kinds  under  the  compensation  and 
other  procedure,  abeady  great,  were 
undoubtedly  increased  by  the  irregu- 
larity with  which  these  diseased 
animals  could  with  impunity  be  trans- 
ferred from  one  district  to  another. 
The  policy  of  isolation  was  unwise.  In 
the  opinion  of  many  experts  the  result 
of  a  policy  of  isolation  was  to  leave 
permanent  sources  of  infection  behind, 
and  in  this  way  the  disease  was  spread. 
He  had  received  many  letters  upon 
this  question,  and  that  eminent  agri- 
culturist, Mr.  Thomas  Duckham, 
formerly  a  Member  of  the  House,  had 
made  to  him  the  strongest  representa- 
tions in  favour  of  dealing  with  swine 
fever  by  the  same  methods  of  com- 
pulsory slaughter  as  in  the  case  of 
I^euro-pneumonia.  Mr.  Duckham  had 
sent  the  letter  of  a  distinguished  vete- 
rinary surgeon,  Mr.  McFadyean,  in  which 
it  was  stated — 

**  There  is  undoubtedly  an  analogy  between 
pleuro-pneumonia  of  cattle  and  swine  fever 
m  respect  to  the  danger  which  attaches  to  every 
animal  that  has  been  at  any  time  exposed  to 
the  risk  of  infection.  Many  of  the  apparent 
cases  of  recovery  from  swine  fever  are  merely 
cases  which  have  become  chronic,  and  such 
cases  are  very  dangerous  as  centres  of  in- 
fection." 

Other  veterinary  experts  had  shown 
that  the  lesions  in  swine  fever  heal  over 
temporarily,  and  then  may  open  again 
and  emit  germs  of  the  disease.  It  was  a 
very  serious  thing  that  there  should  be 
this  irregularity  of  administration,  and 
he  regretted  that  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
had  adopted  isolation  instead  of  the 
policy  which  had  been  attended  with 
such  splendid  results  in  regard  to  pleuro- 
pneumonia and  foot-and-mouth  disease. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  stated 
the  other  day,  in  reply  to  the  agri- 
cultural deputation,  that  the  changes 
adopted  in  the  policy  of  the  Agricultural 
Department  were  effecting  a  saving  of 
«ome  £140,000  a  year.  He  thought  that 
was  a  very  misleading  estimate  of  the  ad- 
vantage to  the  country  of  this  policy. 
Anybody  who  had  gone  about  amongst 
farmers,  large  and  small,  knew  what  a 
serious  thing  the  loss  was,  not  only  from 
the  disease,  but  from  restrictions  in  re- 
gard to  the  transfer  and  sale  of  animals. 
The    real     loss     to    the     agricultural 


interest  by  allowing  this  disease  to  exist 
was  very  much  heavier  than  the  amount 
saved  to  the  country  by  this  policy  of 
isolation.  He  advised  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture,  if  he  were 
acting  on  the  advice  of  one  group  of 
experts  to  go  more  closely  into  expert 
opinions  from  other  points  of  view, 
and  if  he  did,  he  felt  sure  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  find  that 
the  balance  of  evidence  was  in  favour  of 
the  policy  recommended  by  the  Chambers 
of  Agriculture,  which  advocated  the 
entire  slaughter  of  the  diseased  animals, 
and  of  the  animals  in  contact  with 
them. 

Mr.  henry  HOBHOUSE  (Somer- 
setshire, E.)  said  it  was  most  unsatis- 
factory that,  after  all  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  the  local  authorities 
had  done  to  stamp  out  swine  fever, 
the  disease  was  as  prevalent  as  it 
now  was.  He  could  not  help  feeling 
that  the  germs  of  the  disease  might  be 
propagated  in  unhealthy  styes,  and 
thought  it  would  be  advisable  that  there 
should  be  some  authority  with  the  duty 
of  inspecting  pig-styes  and  requiring 
them  to  be  kept  in  a  healthy  condition. 
In  many  localities  this  disease  broke  out 
several  times  in  the  same  stye,  and  in  the 
same  farm  buildings,  and  he  felt  sure 
that  if  his  right  hon.  friend  would  make 
careful  inquiries  he  would  be  able  to  find 
some  better  method  of  dealing  with  this 
difficulty. 

With  regard  to  rabies  in  dogs,  he 
thought  they  ought  to  have  some  more 
information.  For  some  years  past  the 
predecessor  of  the  present  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  had  been  fiercely 
attacked  from  various  platforms  up  and 
down  the  country  on  account  of  the 
strenuous  efforts  he  had  made  to  put 
down  this  dangerous  disease,  and  he 
wished  to  know  what  the  actual  results 
of  those  efforts  had  been.  He  was 
informed  that  the  result  had  been  entirely 
satisfactory,  and  if  that  was  the  case, 
then  they  ought  to  give  credit  to  the 
present  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  for  having  stamped  out 
entirely  in  this  country  a  very  dan- 
gerous and  objectionable  disease.  He 
regretted  that  for  many  years  past 
agricultural  instruction  had  been  com- 
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paratively  neglected  in  this  country, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  both  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  the  Board  of  Education 
had  duties  in  the  matter,  but  they  had 
never  seen  their  way  to  co-operate,  and 
their  duties  did  not  cover  the  whole 
ground.  In  the  past  it  had  proved 
extremely  difficult  for  those  who  had 
attempted  to  secure  in  this  country  as 
good  agricultural  instruction  as  was  pro- 
vided in  every  other  civiUsed  country  in 
the  world  to  strengthen  the  chain  by 
linking  up  the  two  Departments  upon  this 
question.  It  had  been  suggested  that 
it  was  quite  possible  to  get  this  subject 
brought  under  the  supervision  of  a  single 
Department.  The  President  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  had  assumed  full  responsi- 
bility for  this  matter,  and  those  who 
knew  the  energy  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  manifested  in  other 
Departments  felt  confident  that  he  would 
be  able  to  carry  this  undertaldngthrough. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  already 
promised  that  the  Board  would  continue 
to  supervise  the  useful  experiments 
they  had  been  supervising  for  some 
years  past,  and  that  he  would  do  what 
he  could  to  co-operate  with  the  local  autho- 
rities, who  were  taking  up  this  important 
subject.  But  that  did  not  cover  the 
whole  field.  In  most  countries  where 
agriculture  was  an  important  industry 
the  State  conducted  experimental  farms. 
In  this  country,  where  there  was  a  large 
sum  of  money  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  local  authorities  which  they  could 
devote  to  the  purpose,  experimental 
farming  by  the  State  was  not  necessary, 
but  the  Board  of  Education  ought  to 
give  guidance  to  the  local  authorities 
and  to  put  at  their  disposal  the  services 
of  first-rate  experts.  He  urged  that  in 
all  higher  schools  where  instruction  was 
given  in  agriculture  there  ought  to  be 
inspections  from  time  to  time  by  practical 
men.  It  was  also  important  that  the 
Board  should  co-operate  with  the  Board 
of  Education.  There  were  also  institu- 
tions conducted  by  the  county  councils 
where  valuable  experiments  were  carried 
out,  and  he  thought  that  they  ought  to 
have  from  the  Department  every  year 
a  full  survey  of  all  those  experiments, 
together  with  their  relative  bearing  on 
each  other,  so  that  the  local  authorities 
might  co-operate  with  each  other  in  order 
_to  cover  the  whole  experimental  field. 

Mr,  Henry  Hobhoiise, 


With  regard  to  these  schools,  many 
of  them  were  now  doing  a  considerable 
amount  of  agricultural  worL  He 
thought,  however,  that  those  schools 
ought  to  be  inspected  not  merely  by 
educational  inspectors,  but  also  by  practi- 
cal men  who  understood  agriculture. 
One  of  the  subjects  taught  was  called 
'*  The  Principles  of  Agriculture,"  and 
certificates  had  been  given  in  this  subject 
without  insisting  upon  any  practical 
knowledge  of  agriculture.  After  all, 
agriculture  was  not  an  abstract  science, 
but  it  was  a  practical  art  which  required 
to  be  assisted  by  science,  and  which 
always  ought  to  contain  a  very  large 
practical  element.  He  was  convinced 
that  no  certificate  ought  to  be  given 
for  agriculture  unless  the  person  receiving 
such  certificate  possessed  some  practical 
knowledge  of  agriculture.  The  Board 
of  Agriculture  ought  certainly  to  have 
some  say  in  framing  the  syllabus  for 
this  subject  and  in  conducting  the 
examination.  He  thought  a  good  deal  of 
good  might  be  done  by  the  appointment 
of  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  this 
matter.  Some  systematic  plan  ought  to 
be  adopted  for  the  inspection  of  all  the 
higher  institutions  promoted  by  county 
councils  and  agricultural  colleges,  and 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  should  see 
that  every  class  interested  in  agriculture 
had  full  opportunities  of  receiving  good 
and  beneficial  education  upon  this  sub- 
ject. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire)  sup- 
ported the  suggestions  made  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Somerset.  He  said  that 
anyone  who  knew  the  good  work  done  in 
this  respect  in  Canada,  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  Cape  Colony  must  recognise 
that  good  had  come  out  of  it,  and  in 
England  they  had  not  been  so  fully  alive 
to  the  benefits  which  accrued  from  a 
practical  knowledge  of  agriculture.  In  the 
United  States  most  admirable  and  stimu- 
lating work  had  been  carried  on  for 
years  amongst  the  farmers  and  the  ele- 
mentary school  pupils,  and  this  had 
stimulated  amongst  the  people  a  love  for 
country  Ufe  in  preference  to  town  life. 
The  people  of  Scotland  had  long  desired 
to  see  something  of  this  kind  initiated. 
What  part  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
and    the    Board    of    Education  should 
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take  in  this  work  he  was  not  prepared 
to  discuss,  but  he  did  feel  that  a  local 
university  was  needed  to  afford  higher 
instruction  for  those  who  were  likely 
to  require   it.     In    1896   the   Animals 
(Diseases)  Bill  had  the  result  of  excluding 
the  importation  of  Uve  American  cattle 
to  these  shores.      Questions  had  been 
put  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  asking 
for  information  upon  this  point,  and  it 
had  been  reported  that  the  Canadian 
Government  had  protested  against  the 
continued  exclusion  of  Canadian  cattle. 
The  Committee  would  remember  that  one 
of  the  grounds   upon   which   this  Bill 
was  passed  was  that  in  every  succeeding 
year    cases    of    pleuro-pneumonia    had 
occurred.      It  had  been  stated  that  the 
ground  of  the  protest  made  by  the  Cana- 
dian Government  was  that  since  1896, 
when  the  Act  was  passed,  out  of  800,000 
cattle  there  had  not  been  one  case  of 
pleuro-pneumonia.     He  did  not  express 
any  opinion  upon  that,  but  he  asked  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  could 
give  them  the  information  now  which  he 
was  not  able  to  give  when  the  questions 
were  put  to  him  upon  this  subject.     He 
hoped  that  the  right  hon.   Gentleman 
would  also  tell  them  if   he  could  lay 
the  papers  on  the  Table  in  regard  to  the 
policy  which  the  Government  had  pur- 
sued in  this  matter. 


*Mb.  TOLLEMACHE  (Cheshire,  Eddis- 
bury)  said  he  did  not  consider  the  system 
of   wholesale    slaughter    the    best    way 
of  deaUng  with  swine  fever.     The  system 
of   isolation,    if    properly    carried    out, 
might    be    more    fair.     He    submitted 
that  where  isolation  was  ordered  by  the 
veterinary   inspector,    and   swine   fever 
subsequently    broke    out,     the    owner 
should    be    allowed    to    slaughter    the 
animals    and    get    some    compensation. 
He  knew  a  case  where  a  farmer  gave 
notice  of  an  outbreak  of  swine  fever, 
and  the  local  authority  inspector  gave 
orders  for  the  slaughter  of  four  or  five 
animals,     ordering     isolation    for    the 
remainder.     Disease     broke  out  again 
among  the  isolated  animals,  and  the  far- 
mer lost  them  all  without  any  compensa- 
tion,a8  the  authorities  refused  toslaughter 
them.    It  had  been  proposed  that  the 
magistrates  should  inflict  severe  penalties 
for  breach  of  the  regulations  in  regard 
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to  swine  fever.     His  experience  was  that 
the  magistrates  recognised  the  necessity 
of   inflicting  some   penalties,    but  they 
also  recognised  that  the  restrictions  were 
in    some    cases    harassing.     He    would 
suggest  that  a  possible  remedy  for  this 
disease    lay    in    the  closer  examination 
of   the   premises   of    small    pig-dealers, 
which  were  often  in  a  horrible  condition. 
The  chief  causes  of  contagion  were  to  be 
found  in  the  markets  and  fairs,  and  also 
in  the  custom  of  small  pig-dealers  going 
about  from  farm  to  farm  selUng  pigs. 
There  was  some  sort  of  inspection  of 
markets  and  fairs,  but  the  premises  of 
the  small  dealers  were  often  in  a  very 
insanitary  condition.     He  believed  they 
were  the  centres  of  the  great  majority 
of  the  outbreaks  of  swine  fever,  and  he 
suggested  as  a  matter  for  consideration 
whether  these  small  dealers  should  be 
compelled  to  take  out  a  licence,  not  so 
much  for  revenue  purposes  as  to  give 
the  authorities  a  hold  over  them. 

Mb.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh, 
shire.  West)  said  he  was  glad  that  there 
would  be  an  opportunity  that  night  of 
receiving  from  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  a  clear  and  full 
statement  on  the  subject  of  swine  fever. 
It  was  most  desirable  that  the  views  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  should  be 
clearly  stated  on  this  important  question. 
Many  people  in  the  country  thought 
that  the  huge  sums,  amounting  to 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds,  which 
were  expended  in  trying  to  root  out  this 
disease  had  been  more  or  less  wasted. 
He  could  not  help  thinking  that  a  great 
deal  of  money  had  been  wasted,  and  that 
it  was  on  the  whole  the  wisest  course 
to  adopt  the  poUcy  of  isolation.  He 
called  attention  to  the  excellent  agricul- 
tural education  given  by  the  agricultural 
department  of  the  University  College 
of  North  Wales  at  Bangor.  Agricul- 
tural education  had  direct  reference  to 
this  question.  He  would  be  very  glad 
indeed  if  he  could  persuade  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  to  pay  an 
early  visit  to  this  part  of  the  world. 
He  would  have  the  greatest  pleasure 
in  showing  him,  not  only  some  of  the 
beauties  of  the  district,  but  also  the 
schools,  where  admirable  work  was  being 
done  through  the  stimulus  and  guidance 

^    .  Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 

2  A  ^ 


679 


Supply — Civil 


{COMMONS} 


Sei'vice  EsHmaies. 


6S0 


of  the  agricultural  department  of  the 
college  at  Bangor.  He  asked  the  Com- 
mittee to  bear  in  mind  that  all  they  re- 
ceived in  the  shape  of  grant  from  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  towards  carrying 
on  that  splendid  work  in  North  Wales 
was  the  paltry  sum  of  £800.  He  hoped 
that  in  future  the  important  work  which 
was  being  done  would  receive  more 
financial  support  from  the  authorities 
who  sat  on  the  Front  Bench  opposite. 
In  the  unanimous  Report  of  the  Welsh 
Land  Commission  it  was  recommended 
that  there  should  be  a  diffusion  of  intelli- 
gence useful  to  farmers  through  the 
medium  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
and  three  specific  points  were  mentioned 
— ^the  distribution  of  hterature  upon 
agricultural  topics,  the  exhibition  of 
weather  forecasts  at  pot-offices  through- 
out the  country,  and  periodical  informa- 
tion as  to  the  prices  of  produce.  These 
were  small  matters  that  would  not  cost 
much,  and  he  recommended  them  to  the 
attention  of  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture. 

"  Mr.  LLEWELLYN  (Somersetshire, 
N.)  said  that  farmers  should  not  look 
too  much  to  the  State  for  protection  in 
regard  to  swine  fever,  for  unless  they 
took  measures  to  safeguard  themselves 
they  would  find  very  great  difficulty 
in  getting  rid  of  the  disease.  The  fact 
was.  that  the  farmer  who  was  freest 
from  it  was  the  man  who  looked  after 
himself,  and  when  an  outbreak  occurred, 
got  the  animals  isolated  without  waiting 
for  orders  from  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
inspector  or  the  police.  It  rested  very 
much  with  the  farmer  himself  whether 
this  disease  could  be,  he  would  not  say 
stamped  out,  but  greatly  lessened.  It 
was  usual  to  speak  of  the  State  aid 
given  for  instruction  in  agriculture  as 
quite  insufficient  as  compared  with 
what  was  done  by  the  State  in  other 
countries,  but  those  who  made  these 
complaints  left  out  of  view  the  large 
amount  of  practical  instructions  given 
by  the  Royal  the  Bath  and  West  of 
England,  the  Highland  and  Agricultural, 
and  many  other  societies  great  and  small. 
The  assistance  thus  given  to  agriculture 
would  represent  an  enormous  sum, 
and  it  was  given  in  the  most  practical 
way  by  the  very  men  who  would  have 

Mr.  Hei'hert  Roberts, 


to  be  employed  if  the  State  undertook 
the  work. 


Mr.  MANSFIELD(Lincolnshire, Spald- 
ing) asked  whether  the  time  had  not 
come  when  the  restrictions  on  the 
importation  of  Canadian  cattle  might 
be  removed.  Grazing  farmers  found 
the  greatest  difficulty  in  getting  store 
cattle  cheap. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  op 
AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres- 
ton) :  This  is  a  matter  settled  by  legisla- 
tion in  1896,  and  therefore  the  regulations 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  have  nothing 
to  do  with  it. 


Mr.  MANSFIELD  then  referred  to 
the  serious  increase  in  swine  fever. 
He  would  Uke  to  speak  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Preston  as  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture.  [Ministerial  cries  of  **  Oh ! "] 
Some  one  said  "  Oh  !  "  That  was  just 
what  was  said  all  over  the  country 
when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
appointed. 

The  deputy  CHAIRMAN:  The 
hon.  Member  can  diiscuss  the  salary  of 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
but  not  his  appointment.  He  can 
discuss  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
action  as  President  of  the  Board. 

Mr.  MANSFIELD:  I  do  not  think 
there  has  been  any  action  to  speak  of. 
[  should  be  happy  to  refer  to  it  if  there 
were.  In  my  own  constituency  there 
was  considerable  dismay  when  it  was 
found  that  a  gentleman  who  had  no 
connection  with  agriculture — [Ministerial 
cries  of  **0h!  "] — was  appointed  President 
of  the  Board.  To  enter  my  protest  I 
shall  vote  against  the  amount  put  down 
for  this  Department.  ^ 

Sir  JAMES  RANKIN  (Hereford- 
shire, Leominster)  said  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  might  do  something  to 
encourage  fruit  culture  by  instituting 
a  system  whereby  certificates  would  be 
granted  to  those  persons  who,  under  the 
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instruction  given  by  the  technical  com- 
mittees, were  able  to  show  that  they  had 
both  a  theoretical  and  practical  know- 
ledge of  pruning,  grafting,  and  other 
\  things  of  that  kind.  It  was  known 
that  many  of  the  orchards  of  England 
were  not  in  the  state  they  ought  to  be 
in.  That  was  because  there  was  a  want 
of  knowledge  how  to  prune  in  autumn. 
If  certificates  were  granted  to  qualified 
persons,  farmers  when  engaging  men 
would  know  that  they  were  capable. 
Referring  to  the  subject  of  swine  fever, 
he  pointed  out  that  there  was  much 
conflict  of  opinion  among  veterinary 
surgeons  as  to  the  slaughter  of  swine 
suffering  from  fever,  and  he  would  be 
glad  to  know  the  modus j)perandi  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture. 


*Mr.  STRACHEY  (Somersetshire,  S.) 
said  the  Board  of  Agriculture  ought  to 
pay  more  attention  to  the  sanitary 
conditions  of  pig-styes.  He  admitted 
that  this  was  a  very  difficult  question, 
and  there  might  be  cases  where  the 
Board  would  require  to  spend  money 
for  disinfecting,  but  there  were  also 
cases  where  the  owners  of  the  farms 
should  be  called  upon  to  put  their  pig- 
styes  in  proper  condition.  The  insani- 
tary condition  of  the  places  where 
swine  were  kept  was  one  of  the  reasons 
of  outbreaks  of  swine  fever.  Swine 
fever  was  increasing  by  leaps  and  bounds, 
while  the  expenditure  which  fell  upon 
local  ratepayers  was  also  increasing.  The 
only  real  remedy  was  slaughter  of  all 
infected  animals  and  all  pigs  in  contact 
with  them.  The  Central  Chamber  of 
Agriculture  laid  it  down  that  not  only 
should  infected  swine  be  slaughtered, 
but  all  pigs  that  had  been  in  con- 
tact with  them.  The  policy  of  isolation 
was  not  only  ineffective  but  harassing. 
He  could  not  help  feeling  that  one  of 
the  great  difficulties  was  that  the  in- 
spection was  of  a  perfunctory  kind* 
When  he  had  the  honour,  as  vice-chair- 
man of  the  Central  Chamber  of  Agricul- 
ture to  be  one  of  a  deputation  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  he  had 
argued,  as  he  did  now,  the  desir- 
ability of  appointing  properly  quali- 
fied veterinary  inspectors  for  difi'erent 
parts  of  the  country  to  make  investiga- 
tions in  cases  of  swine  fever — men  who 
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j  would  have  the  confidence  of  the 
[  farmers.  He  said  without  fear  of  con- 
I  tradiction  that  young  men  who  had 
,  failed  in  everything  else  had  been  in 
j  the  past  appointed  inspectors,  and  the 
I  farmers  of  the  country  had  no  confidence 
in  them,  and  thought  it  ridiculous  that 
they  should  be  sent  down  to  make 
inspections.  What  was  more,  the  in- 
spectors of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  in- 
terfered with  the  local  authorities  when 
they  were  reducing  the  swine  fever,  and 
made  orders  against  the  wishes  of  the 
J  local  authority  He  was  not  attacking 
1  the  present  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  but  hewishedtospecially em- 
phasise that  there  was  a  strong  feeling 
that  what  was  wanted  was  not  lay  inspec- 
tors, but  qualified  veterinary  surgeons. 
He  himself  did  not  believe  in  isolation ; 
and  slaughter  should  be  carried  out 
without  delay.  It  had  been  said  that 
isolation  was  much  better  than  slaughter, 
and  that  it  would  save  money ;  but  the 
question  was  not  the  saving  of  money, 
but  the  stamping  out  of  disease.  He 
desired  as  an  agriculturist  to  repudiate 
the  suggestion  of  his  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Spalding  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Preston  as  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  was  not  regarded 
with  favour.  Agriculturists  were  glad  to  see 
a  man  of  such  proved  ability  at  the  head 
of  the  Board.  [.With  regard  to  the  standard 
of  milk  proposed  to  be  set  up  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman — 3  per  cent,  of  milk 
fat  and  8.5  per  cent,  of  J  solids — the 
general  opinion  seemed  to  be  that  it 
ought  to  be  3  per  cent,  of  milk  fat 
and  12  per  cent,  of  soHds,  while  the 
Central  Chamber  of  Agriculture  suggested 
11.75  percent,  of  solids  and  3  per  centi 
of  fat.  He  thought  there  ought  to  be 
a  seasonal  Umit,  and  if  that  were 
impossible,  as  the  Departmental  Com- 
mittee said  it  was,  would  it  not  be 
possible  to  allow  county  councils  to 
make  regulations  to  meet  the  difficulty  ? 
He  hoped  the  Board  of  Agriculture  would 
so  frame  its  regulations  that  a  farmer 
might  not  be  subjected  to  the  indignity 
of  a  prosecution  for  fraudulently  selling 
milk  which  was  not  up  to  the  standard, 
and  the  deterioration  of  which  might 
be  entirely  due  to  seasonal  causes, 
over  which  he  had  no  control — it  was 
his  misfortune,  not^iJ3^|g^1^l)Ut  should 
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be  charged  simply  with  selling  milk 
which  was  below  the  standard.  He 
could  assure  the  House  that  ^farmers 
generally  felt  very  strongly^on  that  point. 
They  were  agreed  that  "there  should 
be  a  high  standard,  but  at  the  same 
time  they  should  not  be  prosecuted  for 
adulteration  when  the  low  standard 
of  their  milk  was  due  to  seasonal  accidents 
or  causes  over  which  they  had  no  control. 
He  should  like  to  hear  whether  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
proposed  to  deal  with  the  recommendation 
of  the  Departmental  Committee  as  to 
the  identifying  or  ear-marking  of  sepa- 
rated milk  by  the  addition  of  some 
suitable  and  innocuous  substance.  At 
present  milk  of  high  quality  was  adul- 
terated by  some  dishonest  traders  in 
their  large  towns  who  were  not  very 
scrupulous  by  the  addition  of  separated 
milk,  which  it  was  impossible  to  detect 
by  analysis  when  added  in  certain  pro- 
portions. He  did  not  wish  to  interfere 
with  the  sale  of  separated  milk,  but  it 
ought  to  be  sold  for  what  it  was  at  a 
fair  price ;  but  people  in  large  towns 
often  bought  it  as  pure  milk.  If  sepa- 
rated milk  were  identified  as  suggested 
by  the  Committee,  its  mixture  with  milk 
of  high  quality  would  be  more  easily 
detected,  and  this  fraud  on  the  public 
could  be  stopped  and  punished. 

*Mr.  HANBURY  :  The  discussion  has 
been  of  a  very  practical  nature,  and  has 
dealt  with  a  great  variety  of  topics, 
and  I  have  nothing  whatever  to  com- 
plain of  in  regard  to  the  criticisms 
directed  against  the  administration  of 
the  Agricultural  Department.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Limerick  raised  the  question 
of  the  representation  of  the  Irish  Members 
on  the  Butter  Standard  Committee, 
and  I  am  bound  to  say  that  his  complaint 
was  justifiable  and  I  shall  do  my  best 
to  meet  this  objection.  What  happened 
in  connection  with  the  nomination  of  the 
Butter  Standard  Committee  was  this: 
A  Committee  of  ten  was  nominated,  and 
I  thought  that  four  would  be  a  fair 
number  to  represent  the  Irish  Members, 
who  are  so  interested  in  the  butter  trade. 
It  seems,  however,  that  those  interested 
in  the  salt  butter  trade  were  not 
adequately  represented.  I  did  not  think 
it  would  be  right  to  add  to  the  number 
of  Irish  Members  on  the  Committee,  for 
Mr.  Strachey. 


I  think  that  with  four  out  of  ten 
they  were  sufficiently  represented, 
and  that  therefore  the  best  way  to 
meet  the  difficulty  would  be  to 
place  another  member  on  the  Com- 
mittee who  would  represent  the 
consumers  or  the  trade  in  this  country. 
An  hon.  Member  on  this  side  of  the 
House  asked  me  a  question  as  to  the 
present  condition  of  rabies.  The  coura- 
geous policy  of  my  predecessor,  carried 
through  in  the  face  of  great  unpopu- 
larity, has  been  an  eminent  success.  The 
country  has  been  practically  cleared  of 
the  disease.  To  rid  this  country  of  a 
disease  so  horrible,  and  which  extends  to 
human  beings,  is  a  work  of  which  my 
predecessor  may  indeed  be  very  proud. 
Then  a  point  was  raised  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Molton  on  the  report 
of  the  Intelligence  Division  of  the 
Board  as  to  the  carrying  out  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Adulteration  Act.  The  Act 
has  only  been  in  operation  about  eighteen 
months,  and  the  local  authorities  have 
hardly  had  a  fair  opportunity  of  carrying 
it  into  effect ;  but  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  there  has  been  in  too  many  cases, 
and  especially  in  some  of  the  large  towns, 
a  neglect  of  duty.  I  am,  however,  dete^ 
mined  that  the  Act  shall  be  carried  out, 
and,  if  I  find  that  local  authorities  are 
not  doing  their  duty,  I  shall  consider  i} 
my  own  duty  to  put  in  force  the  powers 
given  to  me  under  the  Act. 

Then  I  come  to  a  very  interesting 
question  raised  by  one  erf  the  hon. 
Members  for  Somerset  —  that  is  the 
question  of  agricultural  education.  I 
feel  that  agricultural  education  is  one 
ctf  the  subjects  which  has  been  some- 
what overlooked  in  the  constitutidn  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture.  I  do  not 
think  the  staff  of  the  Board  is  suflSciently 
qualified  to  deal  with  this  important 
subject,  and  therefore  I  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  directly  opportunity 
offers  I  shall  strengthen  it.  During 
the  autumn  I  hope  to  take  steps 
which  will  give  me  an  educational  adviser. 
Professor  Sotnerville,  professor  of  agri- 
culture at  Cambridge,  will,  I  hope, 
join  the  Board  as  one  of  our  assistant 
secretaries  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Somersetshire 
said  that  this  Question  of  agricultural 
education  should  not  be  entangled 
with  that  of  primary  education,   but  I 
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do  not  see  why,  where  the  boundary 
line  between  their  work  is  not  very  dis- 
tinct, the  Boards  of  Agriculture  and 
Education  should  not  act  in  co-operation. 
I  have  never  understood  why  there 
should  be  this  line  of  demarcation  between 
Government  -Departments,  as  if  they 
did  not  both  serve  the  same  master. 
Reference  has  been  made  to  the  educa- 
tion in  agriculture  which  is  being  given 
at  various  colleges  which  receive  grants 
from  the  Board.  I  think  it  would  be  a 
great  pity  if  those  colleges  ceased  to  be 
connected  with  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 
There  is  a  good  deal  done  there  that  is 
outside  the  scope  of  the  Education  Depart- 
ment. I  think  that,  with  the  consent  of 
the  Treasury,  we  might  go  somewhat 
further  than  we  have  done  in  regard  to 
these  colleges.  Hitherto  grants  have 
only  been  given  in  cases  where  more 
than  one  county  is  concerned.  I  think 
this  rule  operates  hardly  against  large 
counties,  and  that  the  system  di  grants 
might  be  extended  in  their  favour.  I 
agree  that  a  good  deal  of  money  has 
been  thrown  at  the  head  of  county 
councils,  without  any  guidance  as  to 
how  they  ought  to  expend  it ;  and  when 
they  had  received  the  money  they  might 
object  to  dictation  from  the  Board  of 
Agriculture.  But  I  do  not  wish  to 
dictate  ;  all  I  want  to  do  is  to  co-operate 
with  them  and  let  them  feel  that  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  is  ready  to  give 
any  service  it  can  in  coK)rdinating  work 
and  in  giving  information  as  to  what 
has  been  done  in  diflferent  counties.  To 
a  certain  extent  the  money  spent  by  the 
Science  and  Art  Department  upon 
agricultural  subjects — in  our  large  towns 
certainly — has  been  wasted.  Grants  were 
earned  by  people  who  had  no  connection 
with  agriculture. 

As  to  the  milk  standard,  I  have 
been  agreeably  surprised  to  find  there 
have  been  so  few  complaints.  The 
criticism  which  has  been  made  is  that 
I  have  fixed  a  standard  lower  than  that 
suggested  by  the  Departmental  Com- 
mittee. That  is  perfectly  true.  The  Central 
Chamber  of  Agriculture  also  desired  to 
have  the  standard  fixed  below  that  sug- 
gested by  the  Committee.  I  went  into 
the  subject  very  thoroughly,  and  I  was 
myself  convinced  that,  at  any  rate,  so 
far  as  the  morning  milk  was  con- 
cerned, the  standard  recommended  was 


much  too  high.  No  doubt  there  are  a 
large  number  of  cattle  in  this  country 
which  do  not  pay  the  farmer,  and  that  it 
would  be  very  much  to  his  benefit  if  he 
got  rid  of  a  number  of  his  cattle  which 
give  poor  milk  ;  but  on  the  other  hand 
we  have  to  de>al  with  facts  as  we  find 
them.  The  main  object  of  this  Depart- 
mental Committee  was  to  see,  not  that 
the  consumer^was  suppUed  with  milk  of 
a  high  quahty,  but  that  the  milk  was 
genuine.  That  being  so,  it  is  at  once 
clear  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  main- 
tain this  high  standard  during  the  whole 
of  the  year.  It  was  admitted  even  by 
those  members  of  the  Committee  who 
were  most  anxious  for  the  high  standard 
that,  at  any  rate  during  the  months  of 
April,  May,  June,  and  July,  it  would 
sometimes  be  impossible  to  maintain  it, 
and  it  must  also  be  remembered  that  the 
morning  milk  is  a  great  deal  poorer  than 
the  evening  milk,  owing  to  the  differ- 
ence of  time  which  elapses  between  the 
milkings.  I  felt  that  as  the  farmers  of 
the  country  would  be  liable  to  prosecution 
if  the  milk  fell  below  this  high  standard, 
it  would  be  thoroughly  unjust  if  I  were 
to  agree  to  any  standard  which  would 
expose  innocent  men  to  the  risk  of  prose- 
cution. Looking  at  the  experience  of 
other  countries,  especially  Germany,  I  am 
not  quite  sure  that  I  have  not  fixed  the 
standard  rather  too  high.  The  standard 
in  Leipzig  up  to  last  year  was  3  per  cent, 
of  fat ;  but  now  it  has  been  reduced  to 
2  75  per  cent.  I  ought  to  say  that  I 
thoroughly  agree  with  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Somersetshire  as  to  what  he 
said  on  the  subject  of  separated  milk. 
Then  with  regard  to  the  question  of 
prosecutions,  our  milk  regulations  have 
not  yet  been  issued.  I  have  put  myself 
in  communication  with  the  Irish  Board 
of  Agriculture  with  a  view  to  the  two 
Departments  issuing  similar  regula- 
tions, and  that  has  led  to  delay;  but 
I  hope  I  shall  be  able  to  issue  these 
regulations  within  the  next  fortnight, 
and  certainly  a  period  of  at  least  a  month 
ought  to  elapse  after  they  are  issued 
before  they  come  into  force  as  law.  It  is 
said  that  1  have  gone  below  the  average 
yield,  taking  the  country  generally,  in 
fixing  the  standard.  That  may  be  so, 
but  when  prosecutions  are  Ukely  to  occur 
it  does  not  do  to  take  the  average.  We 
have  to  take  the  (2,mn.rR.H^^mPf^ 
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farmer  and  the  small  man  who  perhaps 
has  only  two  or  three  cows.  If  we  had  to 
deal  with  large  herds,  then,  of  course, 
we  could  afford  to  fix  a  much  higher 
standard ;  but  where  a  poor  man  with 
perhaps  only  two  or  three  cows  is  con- 
cerned it  would  fall  very  hard  on  him  if 
the  standard  were  so  high  as  to^render 
him  liable  to  prosecution.  • 

I  pass  from  that  to  what  appears  to  me 
to  be  the  still  more  interesting  subject  of 
swine  fever.  With  regard  to  that,  I  must 
say  frankly  to  the  Committee  that  I  am 
not  going  to  be  tied  by  any  red  tape  in 
this  matter.  I  am  not  going  to  do  any- 
thing merely  because  it  has  been  done  by 
the  Board  before.  I  want  to  go  into 
this  matter  very  thoroughly  indeed,  be- 
cause I  am  satisfied  that  the  great  out- 
break of  the  disease  during  the  present 
year  is  a  very  serious  fact  for  the  farmers 
of  this  country,  and  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture is  bound  not  to  stand  on  cere- 
mony in  any  way  whatever,  but  to  go  if 
it  can  to  the  very  root  of  the  question  in 
dealing  with  this  very  serious  disease. 
What  is  the  position  1  When  I  came  to 
my  present  office  I  found  that  the  poHcy 
of  isolation  had  taken  the  place  of  the 
policy  of  slaughter.  I  adopted  that 
policy,  and  up  to  the  present  I  have  seen 
no  reason  whatever  to  alter  the  view 
that  I  have  constantly  held,  that  the 
policy  of  isolation  is,  at  any  rate  under 
the  existing  law,  the  wisest  poHcy  that 
can  be  adopted.  Let  me  say  that  we 
have  adopted  this  policy  not  merely  from 
a  desire  for  economy.  In  the  first  place, 
the  expenditure  is  not  altogether  Imperial 
expenditure,  and  does  not  fall  on  the 
Imperial  purse.  The  saving  of  £140,000 
has  not  been  a  saving  to  the  Imperial 
purse,  but  to  local  taxation.  If  the 
policy  of  isolation  does  not  tend  to  stamp 
out — I  will  not  say  stamp  out,  because  I 
agree  with  my  lion,  friend  that  that  is 
not  likely  to  occur— but  if  it  does  not 
tend  even  to  control  this  disease,  then  I 
would  say  at  once,  drop  that  policy.  But 
is  there  no  danger  connected  with  the 
poUcyof  practically  wholesale  slaughter] 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  the  law  at  pre- 
sent seems  to  me  to  be  in  a  most  ridicu- 
lous state.  The  minimum  compensation 
which  by  law  can  be  offered  when  swine 
are  slaughtered  in  connection  with  a 
swine  fever  outbreak  is  probably  a  larger 
.price  than  the  owner  would  get  if  the 
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animals     were     sold     in     a     perfectly 
sound  condition,  in  the  ordinary  way. 
That  has,   of  course,    the  effect  of  en- 
couraging the  spread  of  the  disease.    It 
tends  to  make  farmers,  and  more  especi- 
ally pig-dealers,  who  are  most  to  blame 
in  this  matter,  careless,  and  I  do  not 
know  whether  I  will  not  suggest  an  alter- 
ation of  the  law  next  year.     If  one  were 
able  to  follow  the  example  of   Canada, 
where  the    owner   of    the    slaughtered 
animals  only  gets  two-thirds    of    their 
value,  then  I  think  there  would  not  be 
so  much  encouragement  to  carelessnesi?, 
and    that,    under   such    circumstances, 
much  might    be  said  for  the  policy  of 
slaughter.     But  at  the  present  moment 
I  am   quite  certain,   not  only  from  the 
theoretical  views  I  have  advanced,  but 
from  past  experience,  that  the  policy  of 
slaughter,  so  far  from  limiting  disea^^^e, 
has  gone  a  long  way  to  encouraging  it. 
It  will  be  asked,  what  steps  am  I  taking] 
In  the  first  place  I  am  struck  by  the 
almost  complete  ignorance  shown  by  the 
veterinary  profession  of  this  disease.    In 
1895  an  expert  inquiry  was  held  which 
convinced  the  veterinary  profession  that 
all  the  symptoms  which  had  up  to  then 
been  regarded  as  symptoms  of  the  disease 
were  not  symptoms  at  all,  and  what  was 
supposed  to  be  their  knowledge  of  the 
disease  was  proved  to  have  rested  on  a 
false     basis     altogether.      In    a    great 
number  of  cases  it  is  practically  impos- 
sible    for    anyone     to    recognise     the 
symptoms    of  swine   fever  during  life. 
It  is  possible  for  an  animal  to  go  about 
for  four  or  five  months  and  to  fatten  and 
thrive,  and  yet  to  have  the  disease  very 
heavily  upon  it.     It  is  only  when  the 
carcase  is  opened  that  swine  fever  is  found 
to  exist.     That  makes  it  very  difficult 
indeed  to  deal  with  a  disease  of  this  kind. 
There  is  the  further  fact  that,  while  we 
have  no  doubt  been  able  to  stamp  out 
pleuro-pneumonia,   and   foot-and  mouth 
disease  also  I  am  glad  to  say,  swine  fever 
is  a  much  more  difficult  disease  to  deal 
with,  not  only  on  account  of  there  often 
being  no  external  symptoms  to  disclose 
its  existence,  but  also  owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  bacillus  of  the  disease  lingers 
for  a  longer   time  outside  the  diseased 
animal,  and  to  a  much  greater  extent 
than  in  any  of  the  diseases  I  have  named. 
It  does,  no  doubt,  linger  about  fUthy  pg* 
styes  for  weeks,  and  almost  for  months, 
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after  the  animals  themselves  have  been 
disposed  of.  I  feel,  after  all,  that  it  is 
the  pig-dealers  who  are  the  principal 
agents  of  the  dissemination  of  this  disease. 
Pigs  collected  from  various  farms  are  con- 
gregated in  one  spot,  very  often  in  very 
filthy  circumstances,  all  of  which  tend 
to  spread  the  disease.  I  propose,  there- 
fore, shortly  to  issue  an  order  which  will 
require  the  cleansing  of  all  buildings  and 
styes  where  pigs  are  placed  by  dealers, 
and  also  the  disinfection  of  the  carts  in 
which  the  animals  are  carried. 

lam  convinced  also  that  the  veterinary 
profession  does  not  know  so  much  about 
this  disease  as  one  would  expect,  and  that 
is  especially  appUcable  to  the  purely  local 
veterinary  surgeons  who  are  so  often 
called  in  when  disease  has  to  be  dealt 
with.  I  have  had  official  cases  of 
ignorance  of  that  kind  brought  before 
me  at  the  Board  of  Agriculture  What 
I  propose  is  no  longer  to  trust  to  the 
merely  local  veterinary  surgeon,  the 
small  man,  who  may  be  to  a  great  extent 
under  the  influence  of  the  farmer  or  pig- 
dejJer.  I  propose  to  select  two  or  three 
of  the  very  best  veterinary  surgeons  in 
every  county,  to  whom  these  cases,  will 
be  referred.  Then  we  shall  have  a  better 
diagnosis  of  the  disease  than  at  present. 
1  think  also  that  our  own  veterinary  staflf 
should  be  increased,  and  I  propose  to 
double  the  number  of  travelling  vete- 
rinary inspectors,  [should   have    a    committee    of    experts 

There  is,  I  think,  a  great  deal  to  or  whether  I  should  put  the  matter 
be  said  with  regard  to  some  of  the  I  into  the  hands  of  an  institution,  where 
complaints  which  have  been  made  as  to  experiments  could  be  made  on  the  widest 
the    alleged     irregular    action    of    the  I  acale,  and  the  greatest  scientific  knowledge 


had  failed  in  other  occupations.  I 
cannot  say  whether  that  was  the  case 
originally,  but  I  will  say  that  during 
the  term  of  office  of  my  predecessor 
and  myself  we  have  been  most  careful 
to  see  that  nobody  was  appointed  who 
had  not  a  good  practical  experience 
of  farm  life,  which  I  feel  is  absolutely 
essential.  I  do  not  think  that  these 
appointments  should  be  given  to  half-, 
pay  officers  and  people  Uke  that,  who 
have  no  practical  training  at  alL  In 
every  case  I  have  gone  very  carefully 
through  the  hst,  and  I  have  appointed 
young  men  who  have  had  practical 
training,  and  I  hope  the  result  will  be 
satisfactory.  I  am  bound  to  say  that  that 
was  the  policy  adopted  by  my  prede- 
cessor also ;  and  whatever  may  have 
happened  with  regard  to  any  earUer 
appointments,  at  any  rate,  my  hon. 
friend  may  make  sure  that  the  greatest 
possible  care  is  now  being  exercised,  and 
that  the  work  is  being  carried  out  to 
the  complete  satisfaction  of  the  Board. 

There  is  one  other  step  which  I  am 
taking.  I  have  said  that  there  is  con- 
siderable doubt  in  the  veterinary-  pro- 
fession as  to  the  diagnosis  of  swine  fever. 
I  am  therefore  having  experiments  made 
by  means  of  a  totally  fresh  scientific 
inquiry.  I  consulted  an  hon.  friend 
of  mine  who  is  a  great  authority 
on    these    subjects    as    to     whether    I 


Board  of  Agriculture.  Our  instructions 
are  clear  and  definite,  but  I  admit  that 
very  often  they  have  been  misunderstood 
by  the  local  veterinary  surgeons.  A 
case  has  been  mentioned  to-night  by  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Hereford- 
shire, with  regard  to  compensation  not 
being  paid  for  certain  pigs  slaughtered 
and  found  not  to  be  subject  to  the  disease. 
I  cannot  see  how  any  difficulty  of  that 
kind  could  have  arisen,  and  if  my  hon. 
friend  will  bring  the  matter  before  me 
and  give  me  chapter  and  verse,  I  will  see 
that  justice  is  done. 


brought  to  bear  on  the  subject.  I  have 
decided  on  the  latter,  and  the  result  will 
be  that  a  totally  fresh  inquiry  will  now  be 
made.  I  am  afraid  the  experiments  will 
last  some  months,  but  I  hope  we  shall 
have  as  the  result  a  much  fuller  know 
ledge  of  this  disease  than  is  available  at 
the  present  moment. 

I  think  I  have  now  dealt  with 
nearly  every  subject  raised  by  hon. 
Members  except  one — ^and  that  is  with 
regard  to  the  diffusion  of  intelligence. 
Anyone  who  knows  what  is  done 
by  the   Department  of  Agriculture  in 


I  ought  to  say  that  I  think  the  com-  i  America,and  the  good  results  which  have 
plaints  with  reference  to  our  lay  inspec- 1  followed  from  the  wide  publication  of 
tors  are  hardly  justified.  The  hon.  |  information  by  that  Department,  will 
Member  for  South  Somersetshire  tilked  desire  soTi^thing  of  the  same  kind  for 
of     them    as    young    gentlemen  who  |  E  igland.    I  hope  that  one  o£  the  resiilts 
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of  Professor  Somerville's  appointment  to 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  will  be  that 
some  such  system  will  be  established. 
I  think  we  ought  not  only  to  publish 
results  of  experiments  and  other  infor- 
mation derived  from  work  done  at  home, 
but  that  there  is  no  earthly  reason  why 
we  should  not  also  benefit  by  the  results 
of  work  done  abroad.  Of  course  the 
great  difficulty  with  regard  to  this  matter 
is  getting  the  knowledge  sufficiently 
diffused.  The  man  whom  we  really 
want  to  get  at  is  the  small  farmer,  and 
I  think  he  has  been  hitherto  a  little 
neglected  in  this  matter.  I  feel  that  the 
publication  of  information  of  this  kind 
may  do  a  very  great  deal  of  good. 
Although  a  great  number  of  leaflets  have 
been  issued  there  is  doubt  whether  they 
have  reached  those  for  whom  they  were 
intended.  No  doubt  a  great  deal  may 
be  done  through  newspapers,  and  I  pro- 
pose to  make  a  special  appeal  to  news- 
papers, which  after  all  reach  the  small 
farmers.  I  propose  to  appeal  to  news- 
papers, especially  weekly,  county,  and 
other  papers,  to  give  as  much  space  as 
they  can  to  information  of  this  kind. 
But,  after  all,  we  shall  have  to  do  a  great 
deal  ourselves,  by  the  publication  of  leaflets 
and  otherwise.  The  Journal  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  important  though  it  is,  is 
not  the  kind  of  publication  which  will  ulti- 
mately reach  the  small  farmer.  It  is 
leaflets  he  principally  reads,  atid  although 
he  is  not  a  man  who  reads  very  much 
my  experience  is  that  if  he  does  get  a  scrap 
of  information  into  his  house  he  generally 
reads  it  over  and  over  again.  If  we  can 
only  get  the  information  into  the  farm- 
houses, I  believe  benefit  will  be  derived 
from  it.  I  thoroughly  agree  with  my 
hon.  friend  that  we  ought  to  do  a  great 
deal  more  than  we  are  doing  as  regards 
the  diffusion  of  information. 

With  reference  to  the  exhibition  of 
weather  forecasts  at  the  various  post 
offices,  that  was  tried  on  a  large  scale 
for  two  years.  Several  thousand  fore- 
casts were  exhibited  during  certain 
months  each  year,  but  it  was  found 
that  they  were  of  very  little  use  to 
the  small  farmers  in  any  particular 
locality,  owing  to  the  extensive  area 
dealt  with  by  the  different  forecasts. 
Therefore,  not  on  the  advice  of  the 
Post  Office,  but  on  the  advice  of  the 
Board    of  Agriculture,  the  arrangements 
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for  the  exhibition  of  forecasts  at  post 
offices  were  discontinued  after  a  large 
amount  of  money  had  been  expended, 
because  they  were  found  to  be  of  much 
less  practical  use  to  the  farmers  than  was 
anticipated.  Now,  I  think  I  have  dealt 
with  the  whole  of  the  questions  raised 
by  the  various  Members  of  the  Com- 
mittee. I  can  only  assure  hon.  Members 
that  I  thank  them  for  some  very 
valuable  suggestions.  The  Board  of 
Agriculture  is  not  tied  by  any  hide- 
bound rules  at  all ;  we  simply  want  to 
cope  with  these  various  difficulties,  and 
we  are  only  too  ready  to  listen  to  sugges- 
tions either  from  Members  of  this  House 
or  from  practical  farmers  outside. 

Mr.  NORVAL  W.  HELME  (Lanca- 
shire,  Lancaster)  said  that  he  desired 
briefly  to  offer  two  suggestions  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman :  first,  that  when 
considering  the  question  of  appoint- 
ments he  would  go  a  little  further  and 
secure  the  consent  of  the  Treasury  not 
only  to  provide  funds  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  Dr.  Sometville,  but 
also  of  two  assistants  who  would 
be  able  to  visit  county  councils  and  other 
authorities,  and  place  the  knowledge 
possessed  by  the  Department  at  their 
service.  He  thought  that  farmers 
throughout  the  country  would  appre- 
ciate the  spirit  in  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  dealt  with  the  question 
of  the  milk  standard.  He  hoped,  how- 
ever, that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  put  in  force  the  recommendation 
of  the  Committee,  so  that  where  a  person 
was  challenged  as  regards  the  quality 
of  his  milk  he  should  have  the  right  of 
delaying  the  decision  of  the  justices 
before  whom  the  case  was  being  heard 
until  a  sample  of  milk  taken  direct  from 
the  herd  might  be  tested,  and  so  gjve 
the  farmer  an  opportunity  of  having 
his  defence  fairly  investigated 

Mb.  MUNRO  FERGUSON  (Leith 
Burghs)  said  he  was  not  surprised  at  the 
expression  of  regret  which  appeared  to 
prevail  in  farming  circles  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  not  brought  up  a 
farmer ;  but  all  who  had  listened  to 
his  speech  would  Jbe  interested  in  the 
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stress  he  laid  on  the  subject  of  agricul-  i 
tural  education.  He  was  sure  that,  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  displayed  half 
the  energy  in  his  present  office  that  he 
did  in  defence  of  the  interests  of  the 
Treasury,  the  farmers  would  have  cause 
before  long  to  congratulate  themselves 
on  the  progress  of  agricultural  education. 
He  thought  that  the  appointment  of 
Professor  Somerville  would  do  an  im- 
mense amount  of  good  to  agriculture. 
The  work  Professor  Somerville  had 
accomplished  in  Northumberland,  and 
his  work  since,  eminently  qualified  him 
for  the  position.  He  considered  that  the 
grants-in-aid  for  experiments  were  very 
small,  although  they  had  been  increased 


by7^150.  An  hon.  Member  opposite 
spoke  of  the  desirability  of  sending  men 
round  to  give  instruction  in  pruning 
fruit  trees.  That,  he  considered,  would 
effect  an  immense  amount  of  good  to  the 
fruit-growing  industry.  With  the  ad- 
vantage of  Professor  Somerville's  ex- 
perience he  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  turn  his  attention  to  agri- 
cultural experiments,  and  also  to  a 
scheme  in  connection  with  forestry. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,   83  ; 
Noes,  208.    (Division  List  No.  338.) 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.  E.) 
AUen,  C.  P.  (Glouc,  Stroud) 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Bell,  Richard 
Boland,  John 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
CaldwelL  James 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
CJawley,  Frederick 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Cogan,  Denis  J. 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Oean,  Ei^ene 
Chillinan,  J. 
Delany,  William 
Billon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doqgan,  P.  C. 
Duffy,  William  J. 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Gilhooly,  James 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Griffith,  EUis  J. 
Hayden,  John  Patripk 


AYES. 

Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Scale- 
Hobhouse,C.E.H,  (Bristol,  E.) 
Holland,  Wm.  Henry 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Jones,  William  (Camarvonsb.) 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Leamy,  Edmund 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
0'Brien,Kendal(TippYy  Mid) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  Jas.  (Wicklow,W.) 
O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo.  S.) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
0'MalIey,WiUiam 
I  CMara,  James 


O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 

O'Shee,  James  John 

Partington,  Oswald 

Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Price,  Robert  John 

Priestley,  Arthur 

Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.(Waterford) 

Redmond,  William  (Clare) 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 

Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 

Sinclair,Capt.  John  (Forfarsh.) 

Scares,  Ernest  J. 

Spencer,  Rt  HnC.  R.  ( Northants 

Sullivan,  Donal 

Tennant,  Harold  John 

Thomas,  David  A,  (Merthyr) 

Tully,  Jasper 

Warner,  ThomhsCourtenay  T. 

White,Patrick  (Meath,  North) 

Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 

William8,Osmond(  Merion  eth ) 

Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  Lambert  and  Mr. 
Straohey. 


Acland-Hood,  Capt  SirAlex.F. 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwri^t,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Ba^t,Capt  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bun,  Col.  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  liord 
Balfour,Rt.Hn.A.J.(Manch'r) 
Balfour,  Capt.C.  B.  (Homsey) 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.W.  (Leeds) 
Balfour,Maj  KR(Christchurch 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
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Bathurst,  Hon.  AllenBen  jamin 
Beach,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bristol 
Bentinck,  Lord  Heniy  C. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Blundell,  Col.  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Brigg,  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Burke,  E.  Haviland- 
Caine,  William  Sproston 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  E.  H. 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W(  Derbyshire 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,Rt.  Hon.  J.(Birm. 
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Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
0>llin^,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Chas.  Ready 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
Corbett,A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davies,SirHoratioD.  (Chath'm 
Denny,  Col.     ,  \^r^ci\o 
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Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
BoriDgton,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Kt  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxiord,  Sir  Win.  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Darning-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Dyke,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  H. 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  E. 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fitisroy.Hon.  Ed  ward  Algernon 
Forster,  Henry  Wm. 
Foster,  Ph  ilipS(  Warwick,S  W. 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gordon,Hn.J.E(Elgin&Naim) 
Gordon,MajEvan8-(T'rH'mrs 
Gore,HnG.R.C.Ormsby-(Salop 
Gore,  Hon.  S.  F.  Orm8bv-(Linc. ) 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Gonlding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,SirE.  W(  B'ySEdm'nds 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Hambro,  Charles  Eric 
Hamilton,RtHnLordG(Midd. ) 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  Robt.  W. 
Hard^,  L.  (Kent,  Ashford) 
.  Hams,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,  ArthurHoward(  Hanley 
Helme,  Nerval  Watson 
Hermon-Hodge,  Robt.  Trotter 
HigginlK>ttom.  S.  W. 
Hoare,  E.  Brodie  (Hampstead) 
Hobhouse,  Henry  (Somerset,  E. 
Hope,  J.F.  (Sheffield,Bright8ide 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Howard,  J.  (Kent,  Faversh'm) 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Kemp,  George 

Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  W(Salop) 
Keswick,  William 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
I^ge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leign-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
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Leveson-Gower,  Fredk.  N.  S. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Lock  wood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskioe 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Bristol,  S.) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Col.  F.  (Lowestoft) 
Lucas,  Reginald  J.(Portsm'th) 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool. 
M*Calmont,Col.HLB(Cambs.) 
M '  Killop,  James(Stirlin  •^shire) 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Maxwell,WJH(  Dumfriesshire 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Milner,  Rt.  Hn.  SirFrederickG. 
Milton,  Viscount 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Montagu,  Hon.  J.  S.  (Hants.) 
More,  l5)bt .  Jasper(Shropshire) 
Morgan,  HnFred.  (Monm*thsh. 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morris ,  Hon.  Martin  Henry  F. 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray,RtHn  A.  Graham(Bute 
Murray,Col.Wyndham  (Bath) 
Newdigate,  Francis  Alex. 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Pease,  HerbertPike(Darlingt*n 
Peel,HnWm.  RobertWellesley 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretjrman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Handles,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Ratclitf,  R.  F. 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ridley  ,Hn.  M.  W.  (Stalybridge 
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Ridley,  S.  F.  (Bethnal  Green) 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs) 
Robertson,  Herbert  ( Hackney ) 
Rolleston,  Sir  Jolm  F.  L. 
Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,  T.  W. 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col.  SamuelAlexander 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Saunderson,Rt.  Hn.Col.  Edw.  J 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,W.) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,M.  H.  (Renfrew) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Smith, Abel  H.(Hertford,East) 
Smith,HC(North*umbT*nes'de 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
S  tan  I  ey ,  Hn  A  rthur(  Ormskirk ) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stroyan,  John 

Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
TomlinsoUjWm.  iJdw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Warde,  Col.  C.  E. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Wason,  JomiCathcart(  Orkney 
Webb,  Col.  William  Geoige 
Welby,Lt.  -Col.  A.  C.  E.  (Taun*n 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vemon- 
Whiteley,H.  (Ashton-u.-Lyne 
Whi'tmore,  Chas.  Algernon 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wills,  Sir  Frederick 
Wilson,A.Stanley(York8,E.R. 
Wilson,HenryJ.(York8,W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wilson,J.W(Worcestersb,  N.) 
Wodehouse.  Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.  (Bath 
Wri^htson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Younger,  William 

Tellers  fou  the  Noes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Objection  being  taken  to  further 
Proceeding,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair 
to  make  his  Report  to  the  House. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  ;  Committee 
also  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  to- 
morrow. 


NAVAL  WORKS  (CONSOLIDATED  FUND).  ' 
Committee    to    consider    of    making . 


further  provision  for  the  Construction 
of  Works  in  the  United  Kingdom  and 
elsewhere  for  the  purposes  of  the  Koyal 
Navy,  and  of  authorising  the  payment, 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  of  such 
Sums  as  may  be  necessary  for  those 
purposes  (King's  Recommendation  signi- 
fied), this  day.— (/S'iV  William  Walrond.) 


Adjourned  at  twenty  minutes 
alter  Twelve  of  the  clock. 
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HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Wednesday,    11  th  July,    1901. 


PRIVATE     BILL     BUSINESS. 

COMMITTEES  ON  UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE 
BILLS. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chairman  of  Ways 
and  Means  be  discharged  from  attend- 
ance on  the  Committees  on  Unopposed 
Bills  on  Thursday  and  Friday,  and  that 
Mr.  Heywood  Johnstone  be  appointed 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Thurs- 
day, and  Mr.  Henry  Hobhouse  on 
Friday.— (.Vr.  Caldwell.) 

I    ALDERSHOT  GAS  AND  WATER   BILL. 
\g>     Lords'  Amendments   considered,   and 
^  agreed  to. 

I     BOURNEMOUTH  CORPORATION  BILL 

J  [Lords]. 

I  As  amended,  considered ;  Amend- 
"S  ments  made ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third 
.     time. 


CHESTER     CORPORATION     TRAMWAYS 
BILL    [I-^rds]. 

As  amended,  considered ;  Amend- 
ments made ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third 

time. 

HARPENDEN  DISTRICT^GAS  BILL 

[Lords]. 

As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read 
the  third  time, 

MANCHESTER  CORPORATION  BILL 

[Lords]. 

As  amended,  considered ;  Amend- 
ments made ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third 
time. 

ST.  BARTHOLOMEW'S    HOSPITAL  BILL 

[Lords]. 

As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 


PETITIONS. 


ALKALI,    ETC., 


WORKS 
BILL. 


REGULATION 


Petition  from  Withington,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
VOL.  XCVII.      [Fourth  Series.] 


BOARD  OF  EDUCATION, 
Petition  of  Thomas  Allen,  for  with- 
drawal of  Draft  Order  in  Council,  No, 
216  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

THE    EDUCATION   (CONTINUATION 
SCHOOLS)  BILL. 

Petiticm  from  Reading,  in  favour ;  to- 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS    TO 
CHILDREN    BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour ;  from  Worksop  ;, 
and  Nottingham  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SOVEREIGN'S     OATH    ON    ACCESSION 
BILL, 

Petitions     against ;     from    Harwich ; 
and  Yarmouth ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS.  ETC 


PROSECUTIONS  (FISHERY  LAWS) 
(IRELAND). 

Return  [presented  15th  July]  to  be 
printed.    [No.  266.] 

IMPERIAL    INSTITUTE    (INDIAN 
SECTION). 

Copy  presented,  of  Annual  Report  of 
the  Imperial  Institute  (Indian  Section) 
for  the  year  1900-1901  [by  Command]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SAVINGS  BANKS  AND  FRIENDLY 
SOCIETIES. 

Accounts  presented,  showing  the  Inte- 
rest accrued  in  respect  of  the  Securities 
standing  in  the  names  of  the  Commis- 
sioners for  the  Reduction  of  the  National 
Debt  to  the  credit  of  the  Post  Oflfice 
Savings  Banks  Fund  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1900,  and  of  the  Fund 
for  the  Banks  for  Savings  and  the  Fund 
for  Friendly  Societies  for  the  year  ended 
20th  November,  1900  [by  Act] ;  totlie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [Nov 
267.] 

IRISH   LAND   COMMISSION. 
Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the  Com- 
missioners for  the  period  from  1st  April, 
1900,  to  31st  March,  1901  [by  Command] 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SOUTH    AFRICA   (CONCENTRATION 
CAMPS). 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  numbers 
of  persons  in  the  Concentration  Camps 
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in  South  Africa,  June,  1901  [by  Com- 
juand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


FINANCE  BILL. 
Order  for  Third  Reading  read. 

A  verbal  amendment  made  (inserting 
the  word  **  as  "). 

Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, **  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the 
third  time.*' 

Sm  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mon- 
mouthshire, W.) :  I  wish  that  the  finances 
of  this  country  required  amendment 
only  in  respect  of  the  word  *'  as  ";  because 
the  financial  situation  will  be  admitted 
by  everybody,  and  by  no  one  more  than 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  to  be  of 
the  gravest  character.  We  have  had  a 
considerable  amount  of  debate  on  the 
Finance  Bill  of  this  year,  and  I  am  not 
^oing  to  trouble  the  House  with  figures 
which  are  familiar  to  the  House.  But 
there  is  one  figure  which  may  suffice  for 
the  purpose — for  my  purpose,  at  least — 
of  making  the  country  aware,  if  it  is  not 
already  aware,  of  what  the  position  is. 
In  his  Budget  speech  of  this  year  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  stated  that 
the  total  amount  provided  by  the  State 
last  year  came  to  the  enormous  sum  of 
jei98,246,000.  We  may  call  that  roundly 
a  Budget  of  £200,000,000.  The  country 
is,  I  believe,  familiar  with  the  figures.  I 
only  wish  that  familiarity  <lid  not  breed 
oontempt.  If  anybody  considers  the 
figures  in  relation  to  the  present  and  the 
future,  they  must  have  a  sobering  effect 
on  the  subject  of  expenditure.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  also  told  us 
in  another  important  statement  that  in 
the  last  five  years,  entirely  irrespective 
of  the  war,  the  growth  of  expenditure 
had  been  £28,000,000,  and  the  growth 
of  revenue  £16,000,000.  Anybody  who 
knows  anjrthing  of  finance  or  of  business 
must  be  aware  that  expenditure  of  that 
character,  as  compared  with  income, 
either  means  an  intolerable  increase  of 
taxation  or  else  financial  insolvency.  I 
do  not  think  that  even  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  offers  us  much  expecta- 
tion that  the  growth  of  expenditure, 
apart  from  the  war,  is  likely  to  be  less  in 
the  future  than  it  has  been  in  the  past. 
People  deliberately  close  their  eyes  to 


this  state  of  things — ^to  dangers  which  are 
certain.  They  prefer  to  live  in  a  fool's 
paradise  upon  those  matters  for  which 
they  and  those  who  come  after  them  will 
have  to  pay  a  heavy  penalty.  I  think 
it  was  in  his. Budget  speech  of  last  year 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
referred  to  what  was  the  attitude  of  the 
public  mind  on  this  matter.     He  said— 

"  This  is  war  expenditure ;  you  will  get  it  all 
out  of  the  Transvaal  some  day.  Never  mind 
the  future.     Borrow  it  all  now." 

That  was  a  very  accurate  description,  I 
think,  of  the  general  state  of  the  puUic 
mind  on  the  subject  of  expenditure. 

But  the  most  alarming  feature,  to  my 
mind,  in  the  finances  of  this  country  is 
that,  according  as  the  passion  for  ex- 
penditure grows,  the  passion  for  not  pay- 
ing for  it  grows  too.  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  gave  us  an  interesting 
account  of  what  in  former  days  our  an- 
cestors were  prepared  to  do.  They,  too, 
had  a  great  war,  a  war  which  may  be 
called  a  war  against  the  world — ^a  war 
against  the  supremacy  of  the  Napoleonic 
regime  in  Europe.  How  did  their 
standard  compare  with  ours  ?  They 
raised  £391,000,000  during  seventeen 
years — ^that  is,  an  average  of  £23,000,000 
a  year  over  that  period  raised  towards  the 
expenditure  of  that  war,  and  that  at  a 
time 

**when  the  country  was  poor,  whenthepopult* 
tion  was  small,  and  when  they  were  willing 
cheerfully  to  pav  2s.  in  the  £1  income  tax  for 
thirteen  years  of  the  war  besides  indirect  t&zs- 
tion  of  the  heaviest  kind  upon  every  conceiv- 
able article,  including  the  necessaries  of  life, 
because  they  were  brave  enough  to  save  the 
country  from  financial  ruin." 

What  do  we  raise  for  the  purposes  of  this 
war  ?  Last  year  by  additional  taxation 
£12,000,000.  When  the  war  is  over 
that  will  be  necessary  in  consequence  of 
the  growth  of  expenditure  in  peace. 
Therefore,  so  far  as  that  taxation  is  con- 
cerned, it  has  gone  as  far  as  it  was  to  be 
regarded  as  war  expenditure.  We  are 
raising  this  year  £11,000,000— that  is  to 
say,  if  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
gets  the  whole  money  from  the  coal  tax, 
it  is  not  one  half  of  what  this  country  was 
willing  to  raise*  in  the  days  when  the 
population  was  not  one  half,  when  the 
people  were  poor,  and  when  they  had 
not  the  abounding  resources  we  now 
possess.  That  is  the  measure  of  the 
public  courage,  for  I  have  no  doubt  the 
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Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  gone  as 
far  as  thd  public  spirit  of  this  country  will 
allow  him.     He  dared  not  go  to  one  half 
the  extent  which  a  century  ago  the  coun- 
try, with  its  weaker  resources,  was  willing 
to  do.     Oh,  yes,  we  are  willing  to  fight. 
The  fighting  courage  of  our  people  is  un- 
doubted.    But   what  of  their  financial 
courage  ?    What  has  become  of  the  dis- 
position to  tax  ourselves  in  order  that  we 
may  bear  our  fair  share  of  the  burden 
and  not  overburden  posterity  1    It  was 
pointed  out  what  we  have  been  willing 
to  pay,  but  what  have  we  borrowed  ?  We 
borrowed  £67,000,000  last  year,  and  we 
are  to  borrow  £60,000,000  this  year- 
making    together    £127,000,000.     Inci- 
dentally, I  would  ask  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer — he  has  not  yet  told  us — 
what  he  estimates  his  loss  on  the  coal 
duty  at,  and  how  he  is  going  to  meet  it  1 
Are  we  to  have  a  Budget  with  an  estimate 
of  deficiency  ?    Is  there  to  be  a  loan  ? 
Are  you  going  to  borrow  ?    That  will  be 
a  novel  feature  of  finance  which  I  hope 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will  not 
introduce.      What   then   is  the   feature 
of  the  present  state  of  finance — what  I 
should  call  the  financial  morality  of  this 
country  \     It  appears  to  be  this — let  us 
pay  as  little  as  possible  ;  and,  if  we  are  to 
pay,  then  what  we  are  to  pay  let  us  throw 
on  the  classes  who  are  least  able  to  bear 
it.    Those  were  not  the  sentiments  which 
our  forefathers  acted  upon.     They  had  a 
2s.  income  tax,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man tells  us  they  paid  it  cheerfully. 

We  are  told  that  the  war  is  just  about 
to  be  over.  We  have  been  told  that  any 
day  for  the  last  ten  months.  They  talk 
of  peace  when  there  is  no  peace.  But  I 
will  assume — it  is  a  strong  assumption — 
that  His  Majesty's  Government  are 
correct  in  their  anticipations  of  what  is 
going  to  happen,  and  I  will  assume  there- 
fore that  peace  is  restored.  What  will  be 
the  position  of  the  British  taxpayer  when 
peace  is  restored  1  Now,  that  in  large 
degree  will  depend  on  the  charges  to 
which  the  country  will  be  exposed  in 
respect  of  the  administration  in  South 
Africa.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  con- 
cluded his  Budget  speech  by  a  commen- 
tary on  Sir  David  Barbour^s  Report. 
He  had  not  at  that  time  the  advantage 
of  having  seen  the  Report  in  extensOy 
and  he  said  it  was  not  very  encouraging. 
I  am  afraid  that  since  he  has  had  the 


advantage  of  reading  it  at  length  his 
encouragement  will  not  be  increased.  I 
am  treating  this  question  quite  apart 
from  the  question  of  the  war.  I  am 
treating  this  as  a  statement  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  of  the  financial 
condition  of  the  Transvaal  and  the 
Orange  Free  State  when  peace  is  estab- 
lished. For  that  purpose  Sir  David 
Barbour  presented  a  schedule  of  credit 
and  debit,  showing  the  revenue  and 
expenditure.  He  has  put  down  the 
normal  expenditure  at  £2,600,000,  as 
against  the  estimated  expenditure  of  the 
late  Government  of  the  Transvaal  of 
£4,000,000.  To  this  he  adds  the  interest 
on  the  loan  of  £5,000,000  of  £25,000, 
and  a  charge  for  6,000  constabulary  of 
£1 ,500,000.  That  is  a  total  expenditure 
of  £4,332,000,  or,  in  round  numbers, 
£400,000  more  than  that  of  President 
Kruger.  Against  that  Sir  David  Bar- 
bour sets  a  revenue  of  £3,340,000, 
increased  by  several  forms  to  £3,460,000, 
which  leaves  him  with  an  estimated 
deficit  of  £865,000.  Against  this  deficit 
he  proposes  to  raise  from  the  gold  mines 
£550,000,  which,  it  will  be  observed, 
leaves  him  still,  on  his  own  showing, 
with  a  deficit  of  £300,000  ;  and  he  states 
in  his  Report  that  that  deficit  must  be 
expected  for  several  years  after  the  peace^ 
Indeed,  he  calculates  that  this  loan  of 
£5,000,000  is  to  be  a  loan  partly  for 
covering  this  debt. 

Upon  that  financial  statement  I  have 
several  observations  to  make.  In  the 
first  place,  he  proposes  to  diminish  the 
Custom  duties,  because  he  says  they 
were  in  favour  of  the  rural  as  against 
the  mine-owning  population.  There- 
fore there  is  to  be  an  advantage  taken 
from  the  rural  population,  whoever  they 
are,  and  given  to  the  mine-owners.  But 
I  observe  that  in  1896  the  Customs 
yielded  £1,355,000,  and  in  1898,  just 
before  the  war,  only  £1,000,000,  showing 
a  falling  off  of  25  per  cent.  Then  Sir 
David  Barbour  makes  reductions  in 
the  expenditure  as  compared  with 
the  expenditure  of  President  Kruger. 
One  of  these  reductions  struck  me  as 
very  remarkable.  We  are  told  that 
British  administration  is  the  greatest 
civilising  influence,  and  that  it  is  to  bring 
all  its  blessings  to  the  Transvaal,  where 
they  were  so  long  wanted.  But  I  find 
that  one  of  the  principal  reductions  in  the 
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prospective  British  administration  in  the 
Transvaal  is  a  reduction  upon  education 
from  the  sum  estimated  by  President 
Kruger,   which  was  £267,000  ;  and   I 
suppose  it  is  by  the  advice  of  the   Com- 
mittee of  Council  on  Education  in  this 
country  that  Sir  David  Barbour  has 
reduced  the  sum  to  £200,000.     That  is 
what  the  British  settler,  with  a  liberal 
administration,  is  to  do  for  education  in 
the  Transvaal.     The  amount  is  reduced 
by  £67,000,  or  25  per  cent,  upon  Presi- 
dent Kruger's  estimate.     It  is  the  same 
with  regard  to  other  items.     There  is, 
for  instance,  the  item  for  local  police 
apart  from  the  constabulary.     One  great 
complaint  was  that  the  place  was  not 
properly  policed.     Yet  I  see  that  the 
expenditure  on  local  police  in  this  country 
which  is  as  large  as  France  and  Spain 
together,  is  to  be  reduced  from  £352,000 
a  year  to  £250,000.     Then  with  regard 
to  railways,  which  are  wanted  for  the 
development  of  the  country,  the  estimate 
of  the  late  Transvaal  Government  ,of 
£359,000,  is  reduced  to  £25,000.     I  call 
that  a  shabby  policy  to  apply  to  the 
development  of  the  colonies  which  we 
have  acquired  in  South  Africa.     Besides 
these  reductions,  I  observe  that  by  far 
the  greatest  items  of  future  expenditure 
are  put  absurdly  low  or  are  entirely 
omitted   from   the   calculations   of   Sir 
David  Barbour.     One  of  the  items  of 
expenditure  is  theMnterest  on  the  loan 
of  £5,000,000.     What  is  that  going  to 
cover  1    It  is  going  to  cover  the  damage 
done  in  Cape  Colony  and  the  Transvaal, 
and,  as  I  understand,  in  the  Orange  Free 
State.     Does  Sir  David  Barbour  really 
suppose  that  £5,000,000  is  going  to  repair 
the  damage  which  has  been  done  in  Cape 
Colony  1    He  made  his  estimate  three 
months   ago.     How   many   millions   of 
damage  have  been  done  since  1    To  say 
that  £5,000,000  is  to  cover  all  the  mischief 
which  has  been  done  in  the  two  years  of 
this  unhappy  war — the  throwing  of  the 
land  out  of  cultivation,  the  destruction 
of  the  whole  live  stock  of  the  country — 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  proposal    that  is 
hardly  reasonable,  and  one  which,  if  it 
did  not  come  from  so  distinguished  a 
source,    I   should   have   called   absurd. 
Besides  that,  it  is  to  cover  other  miscel- 
laneous charges,  and  it  is  to  cover  the 
debt.     I  venture  to  say  that  £5,000,000 
is  a  ridiculous  sum  to  allow  for  such 
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purposes,  and  if  more  money  is  required 
who  is  to  pay  it  1  Sir  David  Barbour 
says  the  Transvaal  cannot  do  it.  Why^ 
of  course,  if  more  is  wanted,  it  must  come 
out  of  the  pockets  of  the  British  tax- 
payers. Then  I  come  to  the  constabulary. 
We  all  know  that  is  to  be  a  mounted 
force  which  is  to  secure  protection  for 
life  and  property  to  the  settlers  all  oyer 
the  Transvaal  and  the  Orange  Free 
State.  Only  6,000  of  this  constabulary 
are  to  be  paid  for  by  the  Transvaal. 
Apparently  4,000  are  to  be  incorporated 
in  the  British  Army,  and  we  shall  have 
to  pay  for  them.  Out  of  the  £2,000,000 
which  is  allotted  to  them  the  Transvaal 
has  to  pay  £1,500,000  and  we  have  to  pay 
£500,000.  But  do  you  really  think 
that  you  are  going  to  keep  the  peace  in  a 
country  as  large  as  France  and  Spain 
together,  and  in  the  midst  of  a  hostile 
and  embittered  population,  with  6,000 
mounted  constabulary  ?  Why,  to  keep 
the  peace  in  London  we  have  to  supply 
14,000  men.  In  Ireland  the  con- 
stabulary are  nearly  10,000. 

Mr.   DILLON  (Mayo,   E.) :   Thirteeo 
thousand. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  I  refer 
to  the  rural  constabulary,  which,  I  am 
told,  number  10,000  men.  Do  you 
really  suppose  you  can  plant  British 
settlers  in  this  immense  and  hostile 
country  and  keep  the  peace  with  6,000 
men  1  What  distance  will  each  constable 
be  from  the  other  1  How  will  he  be 
within  call  in  that  vast  territory? 
Why,  the  thing  is  absurd  on  the  face  of 
it.  I  venture  to  say  that  to  allov 
20,000  men  as  a  poHce  force  capable  of 
covering  that  great  country  would  be  a 
very  moderate  estimate.  I  notice  that 
the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  smiles. 
But  I  speak  on  the  information  of  a  great 
many  persons  who,  I  venture  to  say 
with  all  respect,  have  a  more  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  country  than  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  possesses,  I  repeat 
that  the  thing  is  absurd.  If  you  have  a 
constabulary  force  of  20,000  men,  that 
will  cost  £4,000,000,  and  as  the  estimate 
of  Sir  David  Barbour  only  provides 
£1,500,000  for  the  purpose  from  the 
Transvaal,  you  will  have  left  £2, 500,000, 
which  must  be  found  by  the  British 
taxpayer.    But   thpre^Ja^  another  item 
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which  Sir  David  Barbour  has  neglected.  I 
That  is  the  army  of  occupation.  He  I 
strikes  out  the  estimate  of  £319,000  for  ' 
President  Kruger's  army,  and  he  puts  ' 
nothing  in  its  place  for  the  British  Army  I 
which  is  to  occupy  the  Transvaal  and  ! 
the  Orange  River  Colony.  ' 

I  was  conversing  the  other  day  with  I 
one  of  the  most  eminent  military  authori-  i 
ties  in  this  country,  and  I  said  to  him,  ' 
**  You  will  have  to  have  a  considerable  | 
army  of  occupation  in  South  Africa.*' 
*'0h,  not  so  large  as  you  suppose,"  he  , 
said.    "  WeU,"  I  said,  "  30,000  men  1  '|  ' 
^'Oh,  yes  ;  more  than  that,  of  course,"  | 
said  he.     I  should  like  to  know  whether 
the  Government  have  formed  an  estimate  I 
of  the    probable   cost    of   the   military  j 
occupation  of  these  territories.     I  should  ! 
be  greatly  surprised  if  the  Secretary  for  i 
War  were  to  pledge  his   opinion  that  | 
when  peace  is  restored  there  will  be  less  I 
than  an  army  of  30,000  left  in  South 
Africa.     Of  course,  if  you  are  going  to  I 
have  30,000  men  there  you  must  enlist  i 
30,000  men  more  to  fill  up  your  ordinary  | 
miUtary  establishment,  and  I  am  afraid  ^ 
the    difficulties    of    recruiting    will    be  . 
largely  increased.     But  I  am    now  only 
on  the  question  of  expenditure.      Nobody 
will,  I  think,  put  the  expenditure  on  that  ; 
armyof  occupation  at  less  than  £3,000,000  ' 
a  year,  and  probably  that  is  putting  it 
too  low.     If  you  require  a  great  deal  ' 
more   money   for   the   constabulary,    if  I 
you  have  to  get  £3,000,000  more  for  I 
the  army  of  occupation,   I  would  ask  I 
you  what  the  addition  to  the  taxation  i 
of  this  country  is  going  to  be  1    Among  I 
the  undisputed  additions  to  it  will  be 
the  interest  upon  £127,000,000  of  debt. 
I  do  not  think  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  has  given  us  the  exact  figure 
of  that  interest,   but  as  the  debt  now 
stands  it  cannot  be  less  than  £3,000,000. 

*The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  Rather  more. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  Very 
well,  rather  more  than  £3,000,000, 
The  amount  of  the  contributions  to 
these  colonies  which  I  have  mentioned 
^mes  to  £8,000,000  or  £9,000,000 
already.  Where  is  it  to  come  from  if 
not  from  the  British  taxpayer  1  There 
Are  other  things  which  have  not  been 
looked  at,  or  even  glanced  at,  in  the 
Keport  of  Sir  i)avid  Barbpur,    You  have 


a  number  of  prisoners  of  war.     They  are 
to  be  returned.     Where  are  they  to  be 
returned   to  ]    In   what   condition   will 
they    find    their    ancient    homes    and 
farms  1    They  are  your  subjects.     When 
war  is  over  prisoners  of  war  are  regarded 
as  men  guilty  of  no  offence.     They  are 
your  subjects,  and  you  must  place  them 
in  a  position  where  they  can  live  as 
British  subjects  ought  to  live.     Who  is 
going  to  pay  the  cost  of  that  ?    What  will 
be  the  cost  of  it  ]    I  do  not  know  what 
the  number  of  prisoners  now  is,  but  I 
suppose  it  is  about  40,000  or  50,000. 
Where  is.  the  cost  of  all  this  to  come 
from  1    Not  out  of  any  money  you  can 
raise    in    the    Transvaal,  according    to 
Sir  David  Barbour.     But  there  is  another 
point.     I  am  not  going  to  enter  into  the 
vexed    controversy    of    the    intrenched 
camps,  but  you  have  in  them  60,000  or 
70,000   persons,    women   and   children, 
and   even   some   men.      What   are  you 
going  to  do  with  them  when  the  war  is 
over  and  peace  is  restored  1    You  will 
i  either  have  to  send  them  home  or  to 
I  sustain  them   yourselves.     You   cannot 
;  pull   down   the   wire   fences   and   turn 
j  them  out  on  the  veldt.     That  I  am  sure 
is  an  idea  which  has  never  entered  the 
!  mind    of    the    Government.     You    will 
j  have  these  60,000  or  70,000  paupers  on 
your   hands,  to   whom   you   must   give 
either    indoor    or    outdoor    rehef.     All 
I  these  things  have  been  kept  back  from 
I  the    knowledge    of    the    taxpayers    of 
I  England,  and  they  are  things  that  ought 
I  to  be  known  and  dealt  with.     Against  all 
I  these  charges  what  is  it  that  Sir  David 
Barbour      places  1      Half      a      miUion 
I  of    money   to    be   contributed  by    the 
I  gold    mines.      That    is   the     set-off    to 
I  all  these  charges.     I  was  extremely  glad 
I  to  hear,  at  all  events,  that  the  Chancellor 
I  of  the  Exchequer  does  not  assent  to  Sir 
!  David  Barbour's  estimate  on  this  matter. 
I  Sir  David  Barbour  proposes  to  give  by 
I  British  rule  every  kind  of  most  valuable 
advantage  to  the  gold-mining  interest, 
and  to  allow  them  to  keep  those  advan- 
tages, and  only  to  contribute  in  the  form 
of  a  gold  tax  half  a  million  of  money. 
jA  more  monstrous  proposition!  never 
]  heard.     We  know  very  well  the  exulta- 
i  tion   of   the   gold   mine-owners   at   the 
beginning  of  the  war.     One  of  them, 
a  most  accomplished  expert,  came  for- 
ward   to    rejoice    his    shareholders    by 
saying  that  British  i^d^Jfld  ^^  conquest 
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of  the  Transvaal  and  the  Rand  would  be 
worth  £4,000,000  additional  profit  to 
the  mine-owners.  As  the  war  went  on 
the  demand  for  a  contribution  by  the 
mine-owners  became  a  rather  incon- 
venient calculation,  and  he  corrected 
his  estimate,  and  put  it  down  at  one-half 
or  £2,000,000.  But  if  they  are  to  gain 
£2,000,000,  why  are  we  only  to  have 
half  a  miUion  from  them  *?  Take  the 
dynamite  concession  alone.  That  was 
put  at  upwards  of  £600,000.  That 
was  one  of  the  abuses  of  which  they 
complained,  and  it  is  to  be  aboUshed. 
Why  are  they  to  pocket  that  £600,000  ? 
Then  they  are  to  have  the  advantages 
given  to  them  in  the  carriage  on  the 
railways,  and  they  are  to  have  the  custom 
altered  in  their  favour.  Out  of  all  these 
you  very  soon  make  up  the  £2,000,000 
which  it  is  said  they  are  going  to  gain 
out  of  this  war,  and  I  do  not  understand 
why,  as  the  hon.  Member  for  Cumber- 
land said  the  other  day,  as  we  walk 
down  Park  Lane  we  should  consider 
that  the  British  taxpayer  should  be 
called  upon  to  bear  all  this  burden  for 
the  advantage  of  those  who  made  a 
sufficient  profit  before  the  war  began. 
Therefore  I  have  no  doubt  when  the 
time  comes  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer will  very  materially  alter  the 
claim  proposed  to  be  made  on  the  gold- 
mining  interest.  Even  taken  at  their 
own  estimate,  their  contribution  should 
be  four  times  what  Sir  David  Barbour 
proposed  to  charge  them  with.  I  have 
said  this  on  Sir  David  Barbour's  balance- 
sheet  for  the  Transvaal.  What  about 
the  Orange  River  Colony  *?  I  will  dispose 
of  that  in  one  sentence.  He  says  that 
is  past  praying  for,  and  out  of  that  you 
will  get  nothing  at  all. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chabiberlain, 
Birmingham,W.) :  He  said  nothing  of  the 
kind.  He  said  it  could  not  immediately 
contribute  to  the  cost  of  the  war. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  :  I  can 
assure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  I  have 
read  the  Report. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  does  not  know  all. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  I  do 
not  care  to  deal  with  a  flat  contradiction 
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of  that  kind ;  but  let  us  see  what  it 
comes  to. 

«It  will  be  obvious  from  what  has  just 
been  said  that  a  surplus  of  so  much  as 
£250,000  a  year  cannot  be  expected  in  the 
Orange  River  Colony  in  the  years  immediately 
following  the  war,  and  that  the  surplus  is 
not  likely  for  a  considerable  period  to  exceed 
£150,000.  Nor  does  the  calculation  I  have  Just 
made  provide  for  the  cost  of  the  South  Af ricaa 
Constabulary  who  may  be  employed  in  this 
colony." 

Then  he  goes  on — 

"If  we  assume  that  the  cost  of  2,000  of  the 
South  African  Constabulary  is  chargeable 
against  the  Orange  River  Colony,  the  amount 
payable  by  it  wiU  be  £500,000  yearly,  the  cost 
per  annum  of  each  man  being  taken  at  £250. 
If  the  cost  of  only  1,200  of  the  constabulary  is 
charged  aeainst  the  colony,  the  total  amount 
payable  will  be  £300,000.  As  the  surplus  of 
ordinary  revenue  over  ordinary  expenditure  is 
unlikely  to  exceed  £150,000  and  only  a  deficit^ 
or  a  small  surplus,  can  be  expected  for  some 
two  or  three  years,  the  Orange  River  Colony 
will  for  some  time  be  unable  to  meet  the 
cost  of  ordinary  administration  fdus  its  share 
of  the  expenditure  on  the  South  African  Con- 
stabulary. 

I  do  not  say  whether  Sir  David  Barbour 
is  right  or  wrong.  This  is  what  he  said ; 
and  when  I  have  quoted  the  substance  of 
it,  why  am  I  to  be  contradicted  and  com- 
pelled to  lengthen  my  speech  by  reading 
the  whole  paragraph  ? 

**  The  Orange  River  Colony  will  be  for 
some  time  unable  to  meet  the  cost  of  the 
ordinary  administration  plus  its  share  of  the 
expenditure  on  the  South  African  Constabulaijr 
and  it  appears  impossible  to  charge  against  it, 
either  immediately  or  at  a  future  time,  any 
sum,  however  small,  as  its  contribution 
towards  the  cost  of  the  war." 

I  do  not  see  what  advantage  the  Colonial 
Secretary  has  gained  by  compelling  me 
to  read  these  words.  If  he  thinks  they 
contradict  what  I  said  I  do  not  agree 
with  him. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  will 
deal  with  them  later. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  Then 
there  is  the  question  of  special  assets. 
I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  not 
compel  me  to  read  all  that  is  said  about 
them,  because  it  would  take  a  very  long 
time.  I  will  state  generally  the  impres- 
sions produced  on  my  mind  by  the  Report. 
Sir  David  Barbour  puts  these  assets 
down  under  four  heads — Grovernment 
securities,  which  are  a  very  uncertain 
asset.  Some  have  placed  it  very  high 
and  some  have  placed  it  very  low,  but 
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Sir  David  Barbour  is  not  disposed  to 
jJace  it  very  high.    Then  come  State 
lands.    He  does  not  attribute  very  great 
Talue  to  them.    The  only  asset  to  which 
he  is  disposed  to  attribute  considerable 
value — and  I  think  this  is  not  an  unfair 
statement  of  his  view — ^is  the  mineral 
rights,  which  will  require  a  long  time 
to  develop.     Now  I  beUeve  there  is  one 
other   asset,    which    has    been   referred 
to  in  another  document,  the  Concessions 
Report,  which  I  must  mention,  and  that 
was  the   proposed   confiscation   of   the 
ordinary    shares    in    the    Netherlands 
Railway    Company.     I    was   astonished 
when  I  saw  that  proposal,  and  I  confess 
I  was  greatly  reHeved  when  I  read  the 
moderate  language  used  by  Lord  Lans- 
downe  the  other  day  in  the   House  of 
Lords,  for  a  proposal  more  Ukely  to  bring 
upon    you    international    complications 
I  cannot  conceive.     I  will  say  no  more 
upon  it  at  this  moment  than    to  say 
that  if  the  Government  propose  to  reaUse 
any  such  asset  as  that  to  be  obtained 
by   the    confiscation    of    the    ordinary 
shares  in  this  company,  most  of  which 
are  held  in  foreign  countries,  it  is  an 
asset  which  I  decUne  to  take  into  account. 
You  will  have  to  add  a  great  sum  for 
additional  constabulary  ;    you  will  have 
to  add  a  sum  of  not  less  than  £3,000,000 
for  the  army  of    occupation,  and   you 
will  certainly  have  to  add  more  than 
£3,000,000  to  the  interest  on  the  debt. 
And  I  should  hope  that  you  will   be 
capable  of  rising  to  the  level  of  President 
Kniger  on  the  subject  of  the  inhabitants 
of    the    new    colonies.     In    developing 
these  new  acquisitions  you  will  not  need 
to  stint  the  railways,  and  I  hope  that  in 
other  matters  you  will  show  yourselves 
no  less  Uberal  administrators  than  the 
Governments    which    you   have    over- 
thrown and  defeated.     The  normal  ex- 
penditure is  put  a  great  deal  too  low 
in  Sir  David  Barbour's  Report.     I  think 
he  has  excluded  from  his  consideration 
items  which  must  reach  many  miUions. 
But  besides  that  you  have  to  provide 
for  the  future  of  your  prisoners  of  war, 
say  £40,000  or  £50,000 ;     for  the  in- 
habitants of  the  refugee  camps,  £60,000 
or  £70,000 ;  you  wiff  have  to  find  for 
them,  as  British  subjects,  homes  worthy 
of  them  to  occupy. 

But  these,  after  all,  are  small 
items.  They  only  deal  with  a  few 
millions  here  and  there,   but  a  poUcy 


has  been  propounded  by  the  (5overn- 
ment  of  what  is  caUed  the  settlement 
of  immigrants  in  the  Transvaal, 
and  we  have  had  a  Report  on  this  suh- 
ject.  I  do  not  know  how  it  is,  but  the 
Government  seem  to  have  got  into  the 
habit  of  dealing  with  measures  whicb 
they  ask  the  House  and  the  country 
to  accept  in  an  ironical  spirit,  and  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  the  author 
of  that  Report,  with  the  cynicism  of 
another  of  his  colleagues,  desired  to* 
make  the  project  as  ridiculous  as  it 
could  be.  Let  us  examine  the  conditions* 
upon  which  that  settlement  is  proposed. 
Some  people  are  alarmed  at  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  South  Tyrone- 
asking  for  £100,000,000  for  a  land 
settlement  in  Ireland.  But  £1 00,000,000- 
would  be  a  drop  in  the  ocean  compared 
to  the  sum  which  will  be  required  to- 
carry  out  this  settlement.  When  the* 
question  of  this  Report  first  came  up^ 
the  Colonial  Secretary  told  us  that  he^ 
did  not  know  whether  it  would  be  pro- 
duced or  not.  If  that  was  seriously 
meant,  I  think  it  would  have  been  much- 
better  if  he  had  adhered  to  his  original 
idea  that  it  should  not  be  produced. 
This  Report  begins  by  saying — 

"  There  is  reason  to  fear  lest  the  vast  expen- 
diture of  blood  and  treasure  which  has  marked< 
the  war  may  be  absolutely  wasted  unless  some 
strenuous  effort  to  redress  the  balance  is  made- 
and  to  create  a  British  preponderance  in  both 
colonies." 

It  is  the  old  ascendency  theory — to- 
establish  a  British  preponderance  against 
the  Dutch  population.  This  is  the 
avowed  object  of  the  settlement.  We 
are  to  have  it  all  over  the  country. 
In  the  mining  districts  it  will  not  b^ 
wanted,  because  the  gold  is  so  attrac-^ 
tive  that  it  always  draws  to  itself — what 
shall  I  say  1— well,  not  the  choicest  of 
mankind.  Those  districts  will  be  abW 
to  take  care  of  themselves,  and  they 
will  become  a  sort  of  heaven  upon  earth.. 
But  the  object  is  to  establish  a  British 
preponderance  all  over  this  country,, 
which  is  as  big  as  France  and  Spain.* 
Well,  that  is  a  large  order.  I  do  not  think 
that  even  the  Member  for  South  T)rrone 
has  ever  dreamt  of  anj^hing  of  that 
extent.  But  in  order  to  make  this  settle- 
ment you  must  first  get  your  land,  and 
then  you  must  get  your  settlers.  I 
should  like  to  call  attention  to  the  methods 
by  which  it  is  proposed  to  get  the  land* 
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Pirst  of  all,  the  Government  land  is  set ! 
^de  because  it  is  inferior.  Then  the  | 
land  companies,  unfortunately,  decline 
to  sell  at  a  low  price,  and  so  we  cannot  | 
^et  land  from  them.  Then  you  may  , 
purchase  land  from  individuals ;  but 
that  is  regarded  as  discouraging,  as ' 
I  do  not  know  the  individuals  who  have  a 
tendency  to  speculate  in  land,  and  who 
will  sell  it  at  a  lower  price  than  they  gave 
for  it.  It  is  only  the  best  land  that  is 
to  be  acquired,  for  the  Report  says  that 
there  is  no  use  in  settling  except  upon 
the  best  land.  And  one  of  the  methods 
of  doing  the  thing  is  to  buy  up  the 
mortgages.  Of  course,  many  of  these 
farmers — I  daresay  most  of  them  are 
prisoners— have  had  mortgages.  They 
have,  no  doubt,  not  been  able  to  pay  the 
interest  on  the  mortgages,  and  I  think 
it  is  extremely  probable  that,  if  you 
4ohoose  to  take  this  course,  you  may 
-evict  the  greater  part  of  the  population. 
But  is  that  the  policy  ?  When  I  was 
speaking  the  other  day  upon  this  subject, 
And  endeavouring  to  obtain  the  views 
of  the  Government  upon  it,  I  said  that 
of  all  things  the  most  dangerous  in  a 
peace  following  upon  a  war  was  a  policy 
of  confiscation.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Colonial  Secretary  rebuked  me. 
He  said  it  was  a  mo^  scandalous  sug- 
gestion on  my  part  that  land  should  be 
obtained  by  confiscation  after  the  war, 
And  that  such  an  idea  would  never  have 
entered  the  brain  of  anybody  who  was 
not  desirous  of  dealing  with  the  matter 
in  a  party  spirit. 

Mr.   J.   CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  rebukes  people 
fio  often  that  he  forgets  when  he  does 
rebuke.  But  I  paid  him  the  compli- 
ment of  remembering  his  denunciation 
of  me  for  suggesting  even  the  possibility 
of  confiscation.  I  am  sorry  if  he  has 
repented  of  his  abhorrence  of  confisca- 
tion. But  the  paragraph  dealing  with 
this  plan  of  settlement  does  not  dismiss 
confiscation.     It  says  : — 

'*  Until  a  definite  decision  has  been  received 
from  the  Executive  Government  as  to  whether 
«ny  land  will  in  fact  be  available  as  the  result 
of  confiscation  following  upon  the  events  of 
the  war.  ...  It  is  obvious,  however,  that, 
«hould  such  land  become  available,  it  will  in 
all  probability  be  specially  suited  for  the  pur- 
poses of  settlement,  as  farms  obtained  from  this 
source  are  likely  to  be  in  localities  already 

Sir  WiHiam  Haroaurt. 


proved  to  be  suitable  for  agriculture  or  pasture 
and  capable  of  yielding  a  return  to  the  owner." 

That  is  the  form  which  would  be  the 
most  successful  in  obtaining  appropriate 
land,  and  the  Commission  are  waiting 
until  a  definite  decision  has  been  received 
from  the  Executive  Government  as  to 
whether    they    intend    to    adopt    that 
policy.     Now,  whatever  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman   has  said,   or   has  not  said, 
upon  past  occasions,  I  will  ask  him  to-day 
to  declare  whether  the  policy  of  confisca- 
tion after  the  war  is  the  policy  of  His 
Majesty's    Government ;    because,  if  it 
is,  I  tell  him  you  will  never  have  peace 
in  those  territories.     No  statesman  has 
ever  thought,  I  will  not  say  in  your  own 
territories,    which   these  are,    but   even 
in  the  territories  of  an  enemy,  of  pursu- 
ing a  policy  of  confiscation,  which  means 
eternal  hatred  and  unending  war.     You 
cannot  say  this  is  a  statement  of  a  partisan. 
It  is  the  statement  of  your  own  Commis- 
sion which  you  sent  out,  and  they  say 
that  they  are  waiting  for  a  final  decision 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  as  to 
whether   their  land   policy   is   to   be  a 
policy  of  confiscation.    But  that  is  not  all. 
When  you  have  got  the  land,  either  by 
confiscation   or   by  any  other   method, 
the  settlers  are  to  be  "  capitalised  "— 
that  is  the  phrase — '*  to  such  an  extent 
as  will  enable  them  to  equip  their  farms 
and  face  the  drawback  of  bad  seasons." 
This  was  to  be  at  the  cost  of  the  British 
taxpayers.     Suppose  you  were  to  capi- 
talise the  tenant-farmers  of  this  country 
at  the  cost  of    the  British  taxpayer,  to 
such  an  extent  as  will  enable  them  to 
equip  their  farms  and  face  the  draw- 
backs  of   bad   seasons  !    I    do   not  see 
the  hon.   Member  for   the   Chelmsford 
Division  of  Essex  present;    but  would 
even    he    suggest    that  1    Having    got 
this  purchased  or  confiscated  land   all 
over  a  territory  as  large  as  France  and 
Spain,  you  have  to  look  out  for  settlers. 
Who  are  they  going  to  be  ?  We  are  told 
in  the  Report  that  "  the  great  majority 
who  applied  had  no  previous  experience 
in  farming,  and  had  no  desire  to  become 
farmers."    These    are    the    men    who 
are  to  be  capitalised  against  bad  seasons. 
They    were    almost    all    military   men, 
but  the  Report  is  not  favourable  to  a 
military    settlement.     Only    531     men 
who  are  of  a  suitable  character  have 
applied.     I  do  not  know  whether  those 
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applications  still  stand  good.  But  we 
are  told  that  more  men  would  apply  if 
the  proposals  of  the  Government  were 
sufficiently  favourable  to  attract  them. 
I  think  the  British  taxpiiyer  has  some 
interest  in  knowing  what  the  proposals 
of  the  Government  are  which  will  be 
sufficient  to  attract  more  men.  These 
settlers,  then,  are  to  be  men  of  some 
capital,  which  is  to  be  added  to  by  the 
€apitalisation  by  the  British  taxpayer  ; 
and  in  order  to  add  a  sufficient  induce- 
ment to  them  to  carry  their  capital  with 
I  them,  we  are  told  that  they  are  to  be 
'  grouped  in  the  centre  of  districts  which 
'  have  been,  or  still  are,  disaffected. 
Of  course  it  would  be  a  dangerous  position. 
They  cannot  live  alone,  but  they  are  to 
be  grouped  and  put  under  the  protection 
of  a  constable  at  intervals  of  fifty  or 
sixty  miles.  Then  as  a  tempting  offer 
it  is  suggested  there  shall  be  an  advance 
of  £150  each  made  to  them,  and  it  is 
an  open  question  whether  this  should 
not  be  regarded  as  a  gift.  A  very  nice 
proposal  !  In  order  to  be  certain  that  you 
vill  attract  these  men, who  are  not  farmers 
and  do  not  desire  to  be  farmers,  a  descrip- 
tion of  their  prospects  if  they  do  under- 
take farming  is  given  in  the  Report — 

"  We  cannot  close  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that 
these  soldiers,  under  any  scheme  of  settlement, 
will  have  great  difficulties  to  contend  with. 
The  conditions  under  which  agriculture  and 
stock  raising  are  conducted  in  South  Africa 
are  very  peculiar  ;  the  seasons  are  uncertain ; 
the  recurrence  of  droughts  often  causes  serious 
disaster ;  and  the  injury  inflicted  by  locusts 
and  the  various  pests  and  diseases  which,  in 
South  Africa,  afflict  almost  every  living 
thing,  make  the  occupation  of  a  farmer  an 
exceedingly  precarious  one,  and  even  those 
who  have  been  longest  in  the  country  often 
find  themselves  unable  to  escape  ruin,  owing  to 
one  or  other  of  the  above  causes." 

What  we  have  to  ask  is,  what  are 
the  Government  going  to  do  with  this 
Report;  are  they  going  to  make  the 
offer  ?  They  have  made  some  offers, 
for  they  have  had  applications  made.  I 
say  they  are  behaving  most  unfairly 
to  the  men  out  there  and  the  men  here, 
who  have  been  deluded  into  making 
appUcations,  if  the  Government  have 
not  got  the  suitable  land.  I  was  talking 
to  two  very  distinguished  Canadians 
the  other  day,  and  to  my  questions  on 
the  subject  they  said — 

**We  had  an  idea  at  one  time  that  some 
^  our  peoi^e  would  like  to  stay  there,  but 
we  £Ad  now    that   they  have   returned  that 


there  is  on    disposition  on   their  part    to  go 
back.'» 

Now  I  can  conceive  that,  without 
going  there,  from  the  description  put 
forward,  they  might  have  come  to 
that  conclusion.  But  the  Government 
are  bound  to  say  whether  they  are  or 
are  not  going  to  embark  on  this  extra- 
ordinary land  speculation  ;  whether  they 
are  going  to  offer  terms  to  induce  settlers 
to  go  or  stay  there.  When  they  state 
that,  I  will  venture  to  suggest  that  when 
we  are  complaining  at  home  of  rural 
districts  becoming  depopulated,  if  we  are 
going  to  spend  millions  upon  miUions, 
we  might  as  well  do  something  for  our 
own  farming  industry.  In  endeavouring 
to  make  a  hostile  settlement  on  the 
principle  of  ascendency  in  order  to  over- 
throw another  population,  the  time  will 
come  when  you  will  find  that  inquiries 
will  be  made  whether  these  millions  that 
are  to  be  spent  in  South  Africa  may  not 
be  equally  well  spent  to  the  advantage 
of  the  people  at  home,  and  whether, 
when  you  are  obhged  to  put  taxation, 
and  I  admit  the  necessity,  on  the  poorer 
I  classes  at  home,  the  money  raised  had 
!  better  be  devoted  to  objects  more  valuable 
I  in  our  rural  districts  than  in  this  land 
speculation  in  a  hostile  country.  The 
last  resource  and  consolation  of  the 
I  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  in  the 
future  development  of  the  mines ;  the 
country,  it  is  said,  is  rich  in  mineral 
wealth,  it  has  produced  a  great  amount 
of  gold,  and  will  produce  a  great  deal 
more.  That  expectation  is  founded,  I 
think,  on  a  disregard  of  facts  that  He 
at  the  very  bottom  of  gold  mining  and 
mining  industry  in  any  country.  There 
may  be  plenty  of  gold  there,  nobody 
knows  how  much,  but  the  question  is 
how  will  you  get  the  gold  ? 

The  whole  fabric  rests  on  the  question 
of  labour.  Now  it  is  perfectly  notorious 
that  long  before  the  war  the  labour  ques- 
tion was  urgent.  The  mines  could  not 
get  the  required  labour  then,  and  mine 
owners  complained  that  the  late  Transvaal 
Government  would  not  coerce  the  natives 
into  mine  labour.  White  labour, 
as  was  stated  in  Sir  David  Barbour's 
Report,  has  steadily  diminished,  for 
whites  and  blacks  do  not  labour 
together,  though  the  white  man  may 
be  overseer  when  the  black  man  is 
labourer.    Black  lab^ujjg^n^pailable 
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to  the  required  extent ;  there  are  many 
of  the  natives  who  have  an  insuperable 
antipathy  to  working  below  ground, 
though  they  will  work  above ;  and  up  to 
the  time  of  the  war  the  supply  of  labour 
came  only,  or  mainly,  from  certain  tribes 
in  Portuguese  territory,  from  Mozam- 
bique, and  elsewhere ;  and  the  labour 
thus  obtained  was  paid  for  by  what  is 
there  an  adequate  wage,  though  it  would 
be  too  low  for  white  men.  But  so  scarce 
was  labour  that  the  low  grade  ores  could 
not  be  worked,  and  even  the  high  grade 
mines  found  the  price  of  labour  too  high, 
and  determined  to  reduce  it  by  a  third. 
But  the  mine  owners  knew  this  could  not 
be  done  unless  they  were  given  power  of 
co'ntrol  over  the  natives  to  compel  them 
to  work  at  lower  wages,  whether  they 
chose  to  do  so  or  not.  The  history  is  told 
in  the  records  of  the  Industrial  Com- 
mission of  1897,  when  the  mine  owners 
went  to  Mr.  Kruger's  Government  and 
demanded  legislation  to  give  them  con- 
trol over  the  native  races,  and  the  Pass 
law,  exceptionally  harsh  and  severe,  was 
passed.  In  our  West  India  colonies  we 
do  not  pretend  to  coerce  the  natives  into 
labour,  and  we  have  a  code  for  immi- 
grants who  are  brought  in  as  coolies, 
and,  I  believe,  at  the  instance  of  the  East 
India  Government,  this  was  made  a 
most  humane  code,  and  it  protects  the 
interests  of  those  men,  their  hours  of 
labour,  and  their  wages  ;  but  that  is  not 
the  Pass  law  of  South  Africa  ;  it  is  very 
different.  It  controls  not  only  the 
contracts  for  labour,  but  the  persons  of 
the  natives,  and  their  presence  in  the 
district  without  a  pass  is  made  a  penal 
offence,  originally  punishable  by  a  fine 
of  £5,  a  large  amount  for  a  native  to  pay, 
with  two  months*  imprisonment.  By 
the  courtesy  of  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
I  have  seen  the  latest  version  of  the  Pass 
law,  which,  at  the  instance  of  the  mine 
owners,  the  late  Transvaal  Government 
made  much  more  severe,  the  fine  being 
increased  to  £10,  with  imprisonment 
with  hard  labour  for  three  months,  and 
twenty-five  lashes.  Well,  I  say  it  is  in- 
tolerable to  contemplate  the  introduction 
of  any  system  of  that  kind.  The  con- 
tinual complaints  of  the  mine  owners 
were  that  the  treatment  of  the  natives 
by  the  Transvaal  Government  was  too 
mild.  Those  who  have  had  the  impres- 
sion that  the  Boer  Government  was  harsh 
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in  this  respect  will,  if  they  read  the  evi- 
dence given  before  the  Joubert  Com- 
mission, come  to  a  different  conclusion. 
Here  is  an  extract  from  the  evidence 
of  one  of  the  witnesses,  Mr.  Hay,  the 
President  of  the  Chamber  of  Mines — 

'*  We  are  all  agreed  that  the  natives  are  toO' 
highly  paid,-and  one  reason  that  the  natives 
are  not  willing  to  work  is  that  they  cannot  be- 
compelled  to  work,  especially  in  the  TransvaaL 
I  think  it  is  desirable  to  have  forced  labour." 

That  is  the  tone  of  the  whcJe  thing ;  there 
is  the  demand,  there  is  the  pcJicy  upon 
which  the  Pass  law  is  founded.  Another 
witness  says — 

"  The  desire  for  comfort,  the  ambition  fo^ 
social  distinction  requiring  luxurious  display  i^ 
absolutely  unknown.  The  native  is  in  comfor* 
if  he  lives  in  the  sunshine,  and  there  is  no 
necessity  to  pay  him  in  coin  ...  he  has 
a  natural  aversion  to  work." 

Well,  most  men  share  that  feeling.  I  am 
myself  open  to  the  indictment.  Then 
the  witness  goes  on  to  say  that  the  natives, 
take  advantage  of  the  competition  that 
arises  in  the  labour  market  from  the 
demand  being  in  excess  of  the  supply, 
and  I  believe  the  labouring  classes  o£ 
this  country  are  apt  to  do  much  the  same. 
'*  The  final  method  of  reducmg  Kaffir  pay,'* 
the  witness  continues,  **  rests  with  the  Govern- 
ment. It  has  the  power  to  create  la ws  that  wiU- 
compel  every  able-bodied  Kaffir  to  perform  a 
given  amount  of  work." 

*Mr.  speaker  :  I  would  remind  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  a  discussion 
of  the  labour  laws  in  South  Africa  is 
scarcely  relevant  to  the  Third  Reading 
of  the  Finance  Bill. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  :  I  do 
not  wish.  Sir,  to  go  too  far ;  but  this 
bears  closely  on  the  question  whether 
or  not  an  increased  gold  production  is 
going  to  cure  all  the  evils  that  have  been: 
spoken  of.  I  have  endeavoured  to  show 
that  the  expected  development  of  the 
mineral  resources  of  the  country  will 
not  take  place  for  a  considerable  time^ 
at  all  events.  My  argument  is  this—that 
the  idea  that  the  gold  industry  is  likely 
to  be  largely  increased  is  limited  abso- 
lutely  by  the  insufficient  supply  of  men. 
I  was  endeavouring  to  show  that  the 
idea  is  entirely  unfounded,  and  that  upon 
the  evidence  of  the  gold  mining  peoiJe 
themselves  they  cannot  develop  this 
industry  as  they  desire  to  do  unless  they 
get  forced  labour.  That  is  really  my. 
proposition.     In  this  connection  I  should 
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like  to  ask  for  an  explanation  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  as  to  a  matter 
which  attracted  a  good  deal  of  attention 
at  the  time,  as  showing  how  this  want 
of  labour  is  operating  now  in  restraining 
the  development  oi  the  gold  mines, 
especially  in  Rhodesia.  It  was  an  inci- 
dent which  happened  when  they  were 
obliged  to  endeavour  to  import  labour 
from  Abyssinia,  and,  as  soon  as  the 
labourers  arrived  there,  they  were  in- 
formed that  they  would  have  to  work 
in  chains  in  the  mines.  They  refused  to 
land,  the  overseer  called  in  the  Portu- 
guese police,  there  was  a  skirmish,  men 
were  killed,  and  a  large  part  of  the  crew 
jumped  into  the  sea.  I  venture  to  say 
that  in  view  of  such  a  residt  we  must 
come  to  a  clear  understanding  as  to  what 
is  to  be  the  character  of  the  labour  supply 
in  that  country.  On  that  depends 
entirely  the  question  of  the  further 
develcTpment  of  the  gold  industry.  The 
Colonial  Secretary  has  been  kind  enough, 
at  my  request,  to  supply  me  with  the 
Pass  law,  the  humane  provisions  in  the 
West  Indies,  and  the  proclamation  issued 
by  the  High  Commissioner  affecting  all 
the  questions  as  to  the  administration 
of  the  penalties  of  the  Pass  law  now  in 
operation.  I  hope  the  right  hon.  Xjentle- 
man  will  lay  those  documents  on  the 
Table.  I  will  not  pursue  that  matter, 
because  I  am  happy  to  say  the  Com- 
mission of  the  late  Government  of  the 
Transvaal  would  not  recognise  any 
measure  which  would  be  equivalent  to 
forced  labour,  and  would  not  recommend 
the  imposition  of  a  higher  tax  on  capital. 
I  trust  that  that  is  the  position  which  the 
Government  will  take  in  this  matter. 

I  think  we  ought  to  examine  what  is 
likely  to  be  the  pdsition  of  this  country 
in  regard  to  taxation  when  peace  is 
made,  the  charges  that  are  likely  to  come 
upon  us,  and  whether  the  high  taxation 
we  have  reached  is  anything  like  the  high- 
water  mark  that  is  likely  to  be  reached. 
The  country  has  been  greatly — I  will  not 
use  the  word  deceived,  because  I  do  not 
believe  it  was  the  intention  to  deceive, 
but  the  Government  have  been  deluded 
from  the  first,  and  the  country  has  been 
led,  step  by  step,  to  think  the  position 
was  going  to  be  very  different  to  what 
it  is.  These  are  questions  of  the  war,  but 
we  have  to  consider  aldo  whether  we  are 
under  any  delusion  as  to  the  condition 
in  which  things  will  be  when  peace  is 


declared.  In  my  opinion,  as  far  as  I  can 
see,  any  chance  of  any  contribution  to* 
the  debt  is  dut  of  the  question.  As  far* 
as  I  can  calculate,  on  the  information* 
furnished  to  us  in  these  Reports,  we  are 
in  the  presence  of  charges  which  will 
greatly  increase  the  taxation  which  has 
been  levied.  In  conclusion,  I  should  like, 
on  behalf  of  hon.  Gentlemen  who  sit  on 
this  side  of  the  House  as  well  as  on  that,, 
to  pay  my  tribute  to  the  manner  in  which: 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has 
conducted  his  arduous  task.  He  has 
shown  patience  and  a  spirit  of  concilia- 
tion in  the  discharge  of  duties  which  I 
am  quite  sure  were  not  congenial  to  him,, 
and  he  has  discharged  them  in  a  way 
which,  I  am  certain,  commanded  the 
respect  of  all.  He  has  learnt  the  great 
lesson  that  if  you  want  to  get  on  with 
your  business  you  should  conciliate,  and 
he  has  gone  through  it  all  without  any 
violent  attacks  against  his  opponents, 
[A  Nationalist  Member  :  No  closure.] 
Although  we  differ,  and  probably  shall 
continue  to  differ,  from  him  on  matters 
of  importance,  at  the  same  time  he  has 
conducted  what  is  one  of  the  principal 
duties  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  a 
manner  which  has  earned  our  approba-^ 
tion. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  should! 
like  to  say  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
at  the  outset  that,  in  interrupting  him  as. 
I  did  in  one  portion  of  his  speech,  I  had 
not  the  slightest  intention  of  offering  a 
contradiction  to  any  personal  statement 
which  he  made.  I  thought,  and  I  still 
think,  that  he  had  misapprehended  the 
views  of  Sir  David  Barbour.  I  am  sure- 
I  he  will  believe  me  that  no  personal  dis- 
courtesy was  intended  to  him.  I  have 
listened  to  the  speech  which  he  ha& 
delivered  with  great  interest,  but  I 
confess  I  have  been  totally  unable  to  seo 
how  three-fourths,  I  might  say  nine- 
tenths,  of  that  speech  could  possibly  be 
made  relevant  to  a  discussion  on  the 
Third  Reading  of  the  Finance  Bill.. 
The  tone  of  the  speech  was  one 
of  undiluted  pessimism,  and  I 
cannot  understand  how  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  holding  the  views  he 
has  expressed  to-day,  can  come  to  the* 
conclusion  at  which  he  has  arrived,, 
because  I  assume  that  he  is  going  to  vote- 
for  the  Third  Reading  of  this  Bill.  [Sir 
William  Harcx)urt  nodded  assent.]    Hfe 
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has  exaggerated  a  very  discouraging 
feature  in  the  situation,  he  has  refused 
to  admit  even  a  glimpse  of  sunshine  on 
the  landscape,  he  has  told  us  that  the 
situation  is  alarming,  that  it  is  of  th*^ 
greatest  gravity,  that  we  are  living  in  .^ 
fool's  paradise,  and  then  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  going  to  vote  to  spend 
more  money  not  to  improve  the  situation 
but  to  make  it  worse.  The  fact  is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  and  some  of  his 
friends  are  now,  and  always  have  been 
throughout  this  war,  in  an  illogical  situa- 
tion. We  know  what  their  opinions  are 
about  the  war,  they  have  not  concealed 
them,  and  we  know  that  the  holding  of 
those  opinions  must  prejudice  their 
views  on  every  point  in  the  situation, 
every  question  as  it  arises  is  prejudiced 
in  their  minds  by  their  view  that  the  war 
is  unjust,  unnecessary,  and  disastrous. 
Quite  so,  but  why  do  not  they  vote 
against  the  war  ?  I  was  reading  this 
morning  in  the  paper  a  very  interesting 
letter  of  a  late  colleague  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  he  puts  the  question  so 
clearly  and  lucidly  that  I  cannot  do 
better  than  adopt  his  words.    He  says — 

"  Morally,  either  the  war  is  just  or  unjust ; 
either  the  methods  are  uncivilised  or  legitimate. 
If  the  war  be  unjust  and  its  methods  uncivilised, 
our  Government  and  our  nation  are  criminal 
And  the  war  should  be  stopped  at  any  cost.'* 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  :  Excuse 
me,  this  is  the  Finance  Bill— [Ministerial 
•cries  of  ''  Oh,  oh  "]— and,  financially, 
when  money  is  spent  I  vote  for  paying 
the  money. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  That  will 
not  save  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  He 
votes  the  Estimates  before  the  money  is 
spent,  he  votes  the  suppHes  now.  Of 
icourse,  the  House  has  got  to  vote  for  the 
^payment.  But  he  has  put  himself  in 
this  illogical  position,  that  while  he  is 
•apposed  to  the  war,  and  believes  it  to  be 
morally  unjust,  he  has,  nevertheless, 
throughout  been  willing,  for  some  in- 
scrutable reason  or  another  which  he 
^lone  can  explain,  to  vote  supplies  to 
•carry  on  the  war.  I  know  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  thinks  he  is  the  true  successor 
in  this  matter  of  Mr.  Bright,  but  let  me 
Tcmind  him  that  Mr.  Bright  never  did 
what  he  is  doing.  When  Mr.  Bright 
opposed  the  Crimean  War  and  the 
Eg3q)tian  War,  as,  indeed,  he  opposed  all 
wars,  he  did  not  vote  for  supplies  for 
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those  wars,  and  until  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  puts  himself  in  a  logical 
position  I  confess  that  I  attach  very 
much  less  importance  to  his  criticisms  on 
the  details  than  I  should  otherwise  do. 
I  have  said  the  greater  part  of  the  speech 
appears  to  me  to  be  irrelevant  to  the 
Third  Reading  of  this  Bill.  The  first 
part,  no  doubt,  was  relevant,  and  what 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  in  that 
portion  was  to  compare  the  expenditure 
and  the  taxation  now  with  the  expendi- 
ture and  the  taxation  under  Pitt  in  the 
great  Continental  war,  and  he  drew  a 
conclusion  very  unfavourable  to  the 
present  generation,  and  abused  the 
people  of  this  country  for  having  and  not 
paying.  I  believe  that  accusation  to  be 
absolutely  uncalled  for,  unfair,  unjust, 
and  contrary  to  the  facts.  He  gave  us  a 
very  insufficient  and  incomplete  account 
of  what  happened  daring  the  Conti- 
nental war.  He  told  us  that  the  people 
at  that  time  paid  391  millions.  Yes,  but 
the  war  cost  over  1,000  millions,  and 
they  borrowed  some  600  millions ;  he 
forgot  to  mention  that.  And  what  thev 
did  was  to  raise  taxation  to  twenty-three 
millions  a  year  against  a  war  which  cost 
over  1,000  millions.  What  do  we  del 
We  are. raising  at  the  present  moment 
twenty-five  millions  a  year  of  additional 
taxation.  [Opposition  cries  of  '*  No."] 
I  have  the  authority  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  for  saying  that  the 
additional  taxation  put  on  in  the  last 
two  years  amounts  to  over  twenty-four 
millions  a  year.  [A  Member  on  the 
Opposition  benches  :  Not  war  expendi- 
ture.] But  it  is  war  expenditure,  put 
on  in  consequence  of  the  war,  and  that 
twenty-four  millions  a  year  has  to  be 
contrasted  with  the  estimated  cost  of  the 
war.  There,  of  course,  we  are  dealing 
to  a  certain  extent  with  hypothesis  ;  but 
all  I  would  say  is,  if  every  penny  of  the 
money  for  which  the  Government  have 
asked  authority  to  borrow,  as  well  as 
all  the  ordinary  income  contributed  to 
this  purpose,  were  taken,  the  whole  cost 
would  be  172  millions.  Therefore  we 
are  raising  twenty-five  millions  a  year 
as  against  172  millions,  whereas  in  Pitt's 
time  it  was  twenty-three  millions  a  year 
against  over  1,000  millions. 

Sir   WILLIAM   HARCOURT:    The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  not 
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put  the  cost  of  the  war  at  that  figure  ; 
he  put  it  at  153  millions.  The  state- 
ment made  in  reference  to  Pitt's  dealing 
with  the  War  was  read  textually  from 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  speech. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  did  not  refer  to 
the  borrowing,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man got  up  and  interrupted  him  in 
order  to  point  out,  as  he  said,  that  I  had 
contradicted  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. I  have  not  done  so  in  any 
single  thing  that  he  has  said.  The  com- 
.  parison  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
'  tries  to  draw  is  absolutely  incomplete 
and  inadequate.  Besides  the  difference 
in  the  comparative  amounts  there  is 
another  fact  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man did  not  take  into  consideration. 
The  Continental  war  was  a  war  of  which 
no  end  could  be  anticipated.  It  lasted 
over  seventeen  years,  and  at  no  time 
during  that  period  was  it  possible  to 
make  any  kind  of  hopeful  anticipation 
as  'to  its  termination,  and,  notwith- 
standing that,  there  was  no  extra  pro- 
vision made  by  taxation.  We  are  in  a 
war  as  to  which,  whatever  view  you  may 
take  of  the  exact  period  when  the  state 
of  war  will  come  to  an  end,  no  one  doubts 
that  it  cannot  last  very  long.  Taking 
the  most  extravagant  view  any  reason- 
able man  can  take,  it  will  not  approach 
the  period  of  the  great  Continental  war. 
Having  regard  to  the  fact  that  during 
two  years  of  that  war  no  preparation 
was  made  by  taxation,  whereas  we  have 
begun  from  the  first  to  make  preparation, 
I  do  not  think  we  come  at  all  badly  out 
of  the  comparison.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  also  declared  that  we  were 
throwing  taxation  upon  those  least  able 
to  bear  it,  and  indicated  that,  in  his 
opinion,  in  Mr.  Ktt's  time  taxation  was 
thrown  almost  entirely  on  the  richer 
class.  That  is  entirely  contrary  to  his- 
tory, and  there  never  was  a  time  when 
the  pressure  of  indirect  taxation  was  so 
great  on  the  working  classes  as  during 
that  war,  and  on  that  point  also  we  com- 
pare favourably  with  the  example  which 
he  holds  out  for  our  edification. 

I  do  not  complain  in  the  least  of  the 
criticisms  of  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  on 
the  three  Reports  on  the  finances  of  the 
Transvaal  which  the  Government  have 
presented  to  the  House ;  but  there  is  a 
certain  amount  of  inconvenience  in  deal- 
ing with  these  matters  at  the  present 


time.  The  Government,  having  regard 
to  the  complexity  and  difficulty  of  the 
situation,  are  anxious,  of  course,  to  get 
the  best  information  on  the  various 
points  which  arise,  and  with  that  view 
have  appointed  three  commissions,  and 
may  appoint  more.  But  these  Reports 
are  mainly  for  the  information  of  the 
Government,  and  we  have  presented 
them  in  order  that  Parliament  may  be 
in  the  same  position  as  the  Government 
in  forming  a  conclusion.  But  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  forgetting  that  at 
present,  at  any  rate,  their  only  value  is  as 
the  representation  of  the  views  of  those 
who  wrote  them,  discusses  them  as  if 
they  were  the  accepted  views  of  the 
Government.  As  regards  Sir  D.  Bar- 
bour's Report,  we  have  said  that  as  far 
as  general  principles  are  concerned  we 
are  in  accordance  with  him.  As  regards 
the  Report  of  Mr.  Arnold-Forster,  we 
have  expressed  no  opinion  at  all ;  neither 
have  we  expressed  any  opinion  of  the 
many  details  dealt  with  in  the  Conces- 
sions Report.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man says  he  wants  our  opinion.  Yes,  I 
daresay  he  does  ;.  but  we  are  not  going  to 
be  hurried  either  by  him  or  by  anylwdy 
else.  This  is  not  a.  matter  which  can  be 
settled  off-hand.  He  admits  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  situation,  and  perhaps  he 
sees  more  difficulties  in  it  than  we  do^ 
At  all  events,  without  full  opportunity 
of  examining  the  question  further,  with- 
out full  consultation  with  Lord  Milner 
and  other  experts  in  the  particular 
matters  referred  to,  the  Government 
refuse  absolutely  to  declare  what  their 
policy  may  be.  As  soon  as  we  have  had 
the  advantage  of  that  examination  and 
consultation  we  shall  be,  no  doubt, 
quite  prepared  to  submit  our  policy  to 
the  House  and  the  country.  Therefore, 
in  dealing  with  Sir  D.  Barbour's  Report^ 
it  must  be  understood  that,  although  I 
shall  to  a  certain  extent  defend  his 
Report  against  the  Right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, I  am  not  to  be  supposed  to  be  com- 
mitting the  Government  to  back  up  any 
of  its  details.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
admits  that  Sir  D.  Barbour  is  one  of  our 
greatest  existing  financial  authorities, 
and  that  the  Government  did  well  in 
selecting  him  to  advise  them  ;  that  he 
is  a  man  who  has  a  right  to  speak  upon 
this  question,  and  to  whose  opinions  very 
favourable  consideration  should  be  given.. 
But   while   the   right   hon.    Gentleman. 
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accepts  Sir  D.  Barbour's  authority  when 
it  is  in  the  slightest  degree  discouraging, 
he  refuses  to  refer  to  it  at  all  where  its 
view  is  more  hopeful.  Sir  D.  Barbour 
has  adopted  a  most  moderate  view  of  the 
situation.  Sir  D.  Barbour's  conclusion — 
being  anxious  not  to  take  too  roseate  a 
view,  and  having  treated  the  whole  j 
subject  in  that  spirit — ^is  that  we  may 
wisely  put  a  sum  of  fifty-five  miUions  on 
the  Transvaal,  and  that  in  the  course  of 
a  few  years  the  interest  and  sinking  fund 
upon  that  sum  may  be  found  probably 
out  of  the  surplus  revenues  of  the 
Transvaal.  So  it  is  not  fair  to  quote  Sir 
D.  Barbour  as  supporting  the  pessi- 
mistic views  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, because  Sir  D.  Barbour's  final 
Report  is  entirely  against  them.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  says  Sir  D.  Bar- 
bour proposes  to  reduce  the  Customs 
against  the  rural  population.  I  find 
nothing  of  that  sort  in  the  Report.  He 
quoted  Sir  D.  Barbour  as  having  said 
that  education  might  be  reduced  by 
£67,000. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  :  I  have 
taken  care  not  to  make  any  statement 
which  I  did  not  think  justified.  Sir  D. 
Barbour's  Report  says  the  tariff  in  some 
respects  unduly  favours  the  rural  popu- 
lation. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  must  say, 
with  all  respect,  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  does  not  understand  what  he 
reads.  The  way  in  which  the  tariff  affects 
the  rural  population  too  favourably  is, 
as  we  all  know,  that  under  the  late 
Government  Boers  living  in  the  outlying 
districts  were  favoured  in  the  tariff. 
Articles  were  taxed  which  were  consumed 
by  the  mining  population,  and  articles 
consumed  by  the  Boer  population  were 
left  untaxed.  But  I  do  not  think  that  in 
the  Report  there  is  any  suggestion  that 
articles  now  untaxed  and  used  by  the 
Boer  population  should  be  taxed.  There- 
fore, as  against  the  Boer  population — 
this  is  my  point — Sir  D.  Barbour  does 
not  make  any  suggestion  that  it  would 
be  putting  them  in  a  less  favourable 
position  than  at  present.  They  would 
be  in  a  less  favourable  position,  compara- 
tively, because  he  proposes  to  relieve  the 
town  population,  and  he  does  so  by  re- 
lieving the  mining  population  and  not  by 
imposing  taxes  on  the  agricultural  popu- 
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lation.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
hardly  did  justice  to  Sir  D.  Barbour, 
because  he  stated  the  facts  with  regard  to 
the  reduction  of  expenditure,  and  did  not 
give  the  full  amount  given  by  Sir  D. 
Barbour.  For  instance,  in  regard  to 
education,  Sir  D.  Barbour  says  it  is  likely 
that  this  expenditure  may  increase  in 
future  years.  But  I  understand  that  it 
may  not  exceed  £200,000.  After  a  great 
war  like  this  it  is  likely  that  expenditure 
may  be  less  than  it  will  hereafter,  but 
there  is  not  the  slightest  suggestion  in 
Sir  David  Barbour's  Report  that  he  had 
it  in  his  mind  to  stint  education  when  the 
money  can  be  economically  and  profitably 
spent  upon  it.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man says  that  Sir  D.  Barbour  proposes  to 
reduce  the  cost  of  police,  and  that  that 
is  an  absurd  thing.  But  Sir  D.  Barbour 
says  that  the  bulk  of  the  police  expendi- 
ture is  incurred  in  connection  with 
Johannesburg,  the  Rand,  and  Pretoria. 
He  anticipates  that  when  municipalities 
have  been  set  up  in  all  these  places  a  pro- 
portion of  the  cost,  if  not  the  whole  cost, 
of  the  local  and  municipal  police  may  be 
borne  out  of  the  municipal  rate.  Lastly, 
he  speaks  about  the  reduction  of  expen- 
diture upon  the  railways.  Our  policy 
in  South  Africa  is  a  policy  of  develop- 
ment, and  included  in  that  is  a  large 
extension  of  railways.  The  expenditurein 
building  railways  is  capital  expenditure, 
and  that  will  come  out  of  loans,  and  not 
out  of  the  ordinary  normal  expenditure 
of  the  country.  On  the  contrary,  we 
have  every  reason  to  believe  from  the 
experience  of  the  past  that  with  an  exten- 
sion of  the  railways  will  come  a  large 
extension  of  income,  and  the  sooner  we 
can  get  some  of  these  railways  built  the 
better  we  shall  be  pleased.  We  are  not 
in  the  least  afraid  to  incur  loans  for  what 
will  be  remunerative  expenditure.  If 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  believes  that 
railways  in  the  Transvaal  will  be  a  failing 
concern  and  an  unremunerative  expense 
to  the  taxpayers  of  this  country,  we  differ 
from  him  in  toto. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  then  went 
on  to  say  that  the  loan  which  Sir 
D.  Barbour  speaks  of  is  insufficient  for 
its  purpose.  I  should  be  very  sorry  to 
pledge  myself  to  the  amount  of  the  loans 
to  be  raised  for  remunerative  purposes, 
but  there  are  certain  purposes  not  re- 
munerative, which  will  be  a  permanent 
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charge  upon  the  country.    The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says  that  gigantic  sums 
inll  be  laid  on  the  Orange  Free  State 
^nd  on  the  Transvaal  under  this  scheme. 
I  cannot  tell  the  amounts,  because  the 
returns  have  not  come  in.     But  the  total 
claims  from  Natal  amount  to  £700,000, 
and  from  the  Cape  to  £800,000— i.tf,, 
£1,500,000    altogether.     That    may    be 
increased}  but  I  do  not  anticipate  the 
large  sum  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man took  into  account.     The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  complains  of  the  cost  of  the 
constabulary  and  Army  occupation.  The 
two  things  may  be  treated  together.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  supposes  that  when 
the  war  is  over  there  will  be  a  state  of 
bitterness  and  active  hostility  which  will 
last  generations.     It  is  open  to  him  to  put 
down  any  sum  he  likes  as  the  cost  of  pro- 
tective forces  which  will  have  to  be  main- 
tained in  the  country.     On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  equally  open  to  me  to  take  a 
much  more  sanguine  view.     I  believe 
that  the  Boers,  when  they  recognise  that 
they  have  been  beaten,  and  are  settled 
in  peaceful  occupation  and  situated,  as 
they  will  be,  in  the  midst  of  a  growing 
British  population — that  there  is  not  the 
slightest  fear  of  any  such  feeling  remain- 
ing as]will  require  us  to  keep  in  the  Trans- 
vaal or  the  Orange  Free  State  any  con- 
siderable force  of  men.     Let  me  quote 
one  fact  which  for  me  has  a  most  hopeful 
significance,  and  that  is  that  in  the  pro- 
tected districts,  which  are  so  completely 
in  our  occupation  that  we  are  able  to  give 
some  protection  to  the  settlers  within 
them  ;    the  Boers  themselves,  the  very 
men  who  a  short  time  ago  were  fighting 
against  us,  have  in  certain  number& — 
I  do  not  know  exactly  what  they  are  ; 
they  cannot   be   very   considerable   at 
present — but  they  have  in  their  respec- 
tive districts  taken  up  arms  to  defend 
their  property  against  those  who  they  say 
are  neither  more  nor  less  than  brigands— 
that  is,  their  own  countrymen  who  are 
carrying  on  a  hopeless  struggle  to  the 
ruin  of  private  property.     If  they  will 
do  that  now,  when  there  are  three  impor- 
tant leaders  in  the  field,  may  we  not 
hope  that  the  same  spirit  will  lead  them  to 
settle  down  peacefully  later,  and  that  the 
will  not  require  a  large  army  of  occupation 
t)r  a  numerous  police  to  keep  them  in 
order  ]    My  own  belief  is  that  we  shall 
have  to  begin  to  calculate  on  this  force 
«f  6,000  men.     The  other  4,000  men  to 


whom  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  referred 
are  at  present  a  military  force,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  war  they  will  disappear.     The 
6,000  men  will  remain  until  such  a  time 
as  the  Government  find  themselves  able 
to  dispense  with  them.     That  time,  in 
my  opinion,  will  be   very  much  earlier 
than  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  supposes. 
Having  dealt  with  these  imaginary  ex- 
penses, the  right  hon.  Gentleman  went 
on  to  speak  of  the  receipts.     He  began  by 
complaining    that    Sir    David    Barbour 
proposed  only  a  tax  of  £500,000  on  the 
gold  mines ;  and  he  seems  to  think,  as 
many  people  think,  that  the  gold  mines 
and  the  gold  speculators  are  precisely  the 
same  thing.     I  do  not  think  that  that  is 
the  case.     A  very  large  portion  of  the 
fortunes  which  have  excited  so   much 
observation    have    been    made    not    by 
mining,   but  by  sp^ulating  in    mines, 
and  it  is  not  by  taxing  the  mines  that 
you  will  catch  those  fortunes.     But  Sir 
David   Barbour's   statement   as   to   the 
taxation  on  mines  is  put  most  unfairly 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.     What  Sir 
David  Barbour  proposes  is  an  additional 
taxation  of  £500,000  ;  but  where  does 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  suppose  that 
the  other  £3,800,000  comes  from  ?    It  is 
perfectly  well  known  that  the  vast  pro- 
portion of  this  taxation  falls  indirectly 
on  the  mining  industry — on  those  actu- 
ally working  the  mines-and  the  total 
taxation  placed  on  the  mines  is  not  to  be 
estimated  by  the  £500,000  now  proposed 
to  be  added  to  it.     Of  the  total  amount  of 
the   taxation   in   the  Transvaal   a  very 
small    proportion    will    in    any   circum- 
stances ever  fall  on  the  rural  population. 
Unless  you  propose  a  direct  land  tax, 
which  would  be  perhaps  confiscatory,  you 
cannot  expect  to  get   much   from   the 
agricultural     classes.      But     the     exact 
amount  to  be  derived  from  the  gold  mines 
is  one  of  those  questions  which  is  yet  to 
be   decided.     Everybody   on    both   sides 
would  hke  to  get  as  much  as  he  possibly 
can,  without  injuring  the  industry.    But 
we  must  not  injure  the  industry,  because 
it  is  the  only  industry  at  the  present 
time.     I    believe   that   other   important 
industries  will  spring  up.     There  can  he 
no  doubt  that  there  is  an  enormous  coal- 
field which  might  be  worked  with  advan- 
tage ;  there  are  mines  of  tin  and  copper  ; 
and  we  cannot  put  a  limit  to  the  possible 
riches  of  the  soil.     But  at  present  it  is  the 
gold-mining  industry  on  wlnduwe^must 
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rely,  and  nothing  would  be  more  foolish 
than  to  kill  the  goose  that  lays  the  golden 
eggs  by  putting  undue  restrictions  on 
the  industry. 

The     right     hon.     Gentleman     dealt 
next     with   the    labour    question,    and 
he  told  us  that  the  mining  industry  was 
entirely    dependent    on    forced    labour. 
These  statements,  to  my  mind,  are  of  the 
rashest  character.     Of  course,   if  it   be 
true  that  the  mining  industry  is  abso- 
lutely dependent  on  forced  labour,  and 
that  the  British  Parliament,  as  I  admit, 
will  not  agree  to  introduce  a  system  of 
forced  labour,  how  can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  consistently  propose  that  we 
should  put  a  greater  taxation  on  the 
mines  ?     Because,  if  that  be  true,   you 
cannot  get  anything  like  even  the  pre- 
sent taxation  out  of  them.     You  cannot 
get  anything  at  all-out  of  them  if  they 
stop.     I  refer  to  this  not  as  a  serious 
argument,   but  to  show  how  carelessly 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  brings  forward 
every  possible  argument  he  can  invent  to 
show  that  the  situation  is  hopeless.     The 
next  point  is  the  case  of  the  Orange  River 
Colony.     I   understood   the   right   hon. 
Gentleman  to  say  that  the  Orange  River 
Colony    was    hopelessly    insolvent.     He 
explained  that  Sir  David  Barbour  had 
said  that  for  some  time  it  would  not  be 
able  to  pay  its  way  if  in  its  expenses  were 
included  a  sum  of  £300,000  a  year  for 
the  constabulary.     But  that  is  a  totally 
different  thing  from  saying  of  a  consider- 
able State  that  it  is  hopelessly  insolvent. 
The   statement   is   perfectly   absurd.     I 
said  at  the  time  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man did  not  know  everything.     I  meant 
that  he  could  not  know  of  the  returns 
which  are  in  my  possession.     From  those 
returns  it  appears  that  in  the  first  year 
there  is  a  surplus  in  the  Orange  River 
Colony  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  war 
is  still  going  on.    The  results  have  been 
most   satisfactory   and   surprising ;  and 
there  can  be  very  little  doubt  that  in  a 
short  time  there  will  be  a  considerable 
surplus.     At  present  it  is  only  a  small 
surplus.      What    the    colony   will   have 
to    pay    for   the   constabulary   depends 
on      how       large      a      force      is      em- 
ployed   there.      A   very   much    smaller 
force  will  be  required  there  from  the  first 
than  in  the  Transvaal ;  and  from  all  the 
information  which  I  can  obtain  it  is  pro- 
bable that  the  settlement  will  take  place 
there  before  it  is  finally  accomplished  in 
Mr,  J,  Chamberlain:. 


the  Transvaal ;  and  very  likely  the  ex- 
penditure for  this  local  constabulary  will 
be   much   smaller  than   was   originally 
anticipated.     But  although   the  colony 
cannot  be  expected  to  make  a  large  con- 
tribution to  the  cost  of  the  war,  yet  it 
may  easily  be  expected  to  pay  its  way, 
including  whatever  portion  of  the  con- 
stabulary we  may  think  right  to  put  upon 
its  shoulders.     The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man spoke  sUghtingly  of  the  assets  of 
these  States.     We  do  not  know  what 
future   discovery   may  give   us   in  the 
Orange  River  Colony,  but  at  present  it 
must  be  admitted  that  there  do  not  seem 
to  be  any  mineral  resources  on  which  we 
can  count ;  and  we  do  not  expect,  there- 
fore, anything  more  than  the  ordinary 
development  of  a  successful  agricultural 
country.     But  in  the  Transvaal  we  have 
the  railways.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
referred  to  a  suggestion  which  he  said  had 
been  made  for  the  confiscation  of  the 
property  of  the  ordinary  shareholders. 
I  do  not  wish  to  dispute  the  accurary  of 
anything  he  has  stated  in  this  respect, 
but  I  do  not  remember  that  that  was 
actually  suggested  in  the  Report  of  the 
Concessions  Committee.     But  what  was 
suggested  was  that  we  should  not  pay 
one  farthing  of  compensation   for  the 
shares  which  were  in  the  possession  of 
the  Transvaal  Government  when  the  war 
broke  out.    That  is  a  very  different  sug- 
gestion   from   the   suggestion    that  we 
should  deal  in  the  same  drastic  manner 
with  shares  which  may  have  been  pur- 
chased by  bona  fide  holders  long  before 
the  war  was  anticipated.     But  whatever 
view  may  be  taken  as  to  the  expropriation 
of  the  Netherlands  Railway,  we  have  no 
doubt  a  very  valuable  asset  in  the  in- 
creasing value  of  the  railway,  and  for  the 
sake  of  argument  it  does   not  matter 
whether  that  increase  is  given  to  revenue, 
or  whether  it  is  devoted  to  the  reduction 
of  fares,  which  will  improve  the  indus- 
tries of  the  country.     Then  we  come  to 
new  mines.     As  to  gold,  there  is  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  there  is  an  enormous 
amount  of  gold  which  has  not  yet  been 
worked.     A  great  deal  of  that  is  low- 
grade  ore  ;  and  it  is  certain  that  if  by  any 
means  we  can  make  it  profitable  to  work 
ore  of  a  lower  grade  than  hitherto  the 
industry  will  be  enormously  developed, 
out  of  all  proportion  to  the  amount  of  gold 
that  will  be  won.    people  do,  not  want 
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an  enormous  profit  to  work  these  mines, 
if  the  profit  is  certain,  and  if  these  mines 
can  be  worked  to  produce  2  or  3  dwts.  a 
ton,  we  can  expect  an  influx  of  British 
labour  which  will  give  a  demand  for  all 
sorts  of  goods,  and  the  Revenue  will  in- 
crease proportionately. 

Sm  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  :  British 
labour  will  not  work  in  the  mines. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  No,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  truly  said  that 
British  or  white  labour  will  not  work  in 
the  mines,  but  a  great  deal  of  British 
labour  was  employed  in  connection  with 
the  mines,  and  it  is  that  labour  I  speak 
of.  But  I  come  back  to  the  labour  ques- 
tion. I  am  not  going  to  be  responsible 
for  the  quotations  in  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  delights  from  gentlemen 
who  are  interested  in  the  mines.  Those 
gentlemen  express  their  opinions.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  quoted  an 
American  gentleman  who  had  said  that 
he  thought  the  British  Government 
ought  to  employ  forced  labour.  That 
was  Mr.  Hay. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  He  is 
President  of  the  mines. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  But  it  is 
absurd  to  suppose  that  the  British 
(xovemment  is  to  be  ruled  in  its  course 
by  what  was  said  by  a  gentleman  at  a 
mine  meeting. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  misunderstood 
me.  This  was  not  a  mine  meeting.  This 
was  a  demand  made  by  the  mining  in- 
terest upon  the  late  Government  of  the 
Transvaal  as  to  placing  labour^under 
their  control. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  or  the  persons  to  whom 
he  alludes,  may  make  demands,  but  it 
does  not  follow  that  the  demands  will  be 
satisfied.  My  opinion  is  that,  at  all 
events,  a  great  number  of  those  who  are 
engaged  in  the  mining  industry  take  a 
much  more  liberal  view  of  the  labour 
question  than  the  particular  gentleman 
referred  to.  A  great  difficulty  in  con- 
nection with  this  question  was  that  the 
natives  who  were  wilUng  to  work  in  the 
mines,  when  they  returned  after  their 
term  of  service,  were  brutally  ill-treated 
»nd  robbed  on  their  way  back  to  their 
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homes.  That  was  one  of  the  greatest 
objections  which  was  taken  by  the  min- 
ing industry  in  the  time  of  the  late 
Government,  and,  further,  it  is  repre- 
sented to  me  that  a  great  deal  of  the 
labour  which  did  come  was  ruined  by  the 
abominable  system  under  which  the 
liquor  law  was  administered.  There  wi:s 
not  much  to  be  said  against  the  Trans- 
vaal law  in  regard  to  the  supply  of  liquor, 
but  the  administration  was  notoriously 
corrupt,  and  there  is  no  doubt  the  work- 
people were  induced  to  drink  and  were 
useless  for  the  purposes  of  labour  during 
a  great  portion  of  their  time.  Those  are 
two  advantages  which  I  hope  we  shall 
give  to  the  mining  industry  when  we 
settle  the  Transvaal,  and  to  which  I  do 
not  believe  even  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  take  exception.  But  when  he 
goes  on  to  say  that  under  the  Pass  law 
there  would  be  a  system  of  forced  labour 
in  the  Rand  I  think  he  has  entirely  mis- 
taken the  circumstances.  He  compares 
it  with  the  West  Indies.  He  says  that 
in  the  West  Indies  we  do  not  compel  the 
natives  to  work.  Quite  true ;  but 
what  happens  in  the  West  Indies  is 
this — that,  inasmuch  as  some  native 
Indians  will  not  work,  and  inasmuch 
as  there  are  not  enough  to  do  the 
work,  we  import  every  year  thousands 
of  coolies  in  order  to  do  that  work.  The 
greatest  precautions  are  taken  by  the 
Indian  Government  to  see  that  every 
coolie  knows  exactly  what  it  is  he  is  going 
to  do,  and  to  see  afterwards,  when  he 
gets  to  the  place,  that  the  conditions  are 
fulfilled  and  his  health  cared  for,  and 
arrangements  made  at  the  end  of  his 
term  of  service  to  repatriate  him  in  his 
own  country.  That  system  has  worked 
admirably,  and  the  general  result  of 
their  treatment  is  that  a  very  large  pro- 
portion of  the  coolies  never  return,  but, 
after  having  completed  their  contract 
time,  are  glad  enough  to  settle  in  the 
West  Indies,  where  they  are  one  of  the 
most  valuable  sections  of  the  community. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  under- 
stand that  when  a  comparison  is  made 
between  the  coolies  who  come  from 
India  under  contract  and  the  Portu- 
guese labourers,  or  the  labourers  from 
Bechuanaland  or  elsewhere,  that  the 
latter  also  come  to  serve  in  the  mines 
for  a  certain  period  under  contract. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  iNo.i^ 
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Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  Yes,  under 
contract ;  and    the    Transvaal    Govern- 
ment, and  any    Government  that  may 
succeed  to  it,  will  have  to  see  that  ordinary 
legislation  shall  exist  there  as  in  the  West 
Indies  to  secure  that  those  men   who 
have    entered  into  such  contract  shall 
fulfil  their  contract,  and  that  then  they 
shall  be  free  to  go  back  or  not  as  they 
like.     Under  the  late  Transvaal  Govern- 
ment  the   system   was   undoubtedly   a 
severe  one.     The  punishment  for  break- 
ing a  contract  under  the  Pass  law  was 
three  months  imprisonment  or  twenty- 
five  lashes,  or  a  fine  of  £10.     I  do  not 
think  the  fine  was  an  unfair  penalty  at 
all,    because   probably  the  cost  to   the 
person  who  imported  the  native  would 
be  much  more  than  the  amount  of  the 
fine.     But,  as  regards  the  infliction  of 
lashes,  I  do  not  yield  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  or  to   anyone  in   my  dislike 
to  the  punishment  of  flogging  ;  and  since 
I  have  been  in  my  present  office  I  have 
done — I  do   not   want  to   boast — more 
than  anyone  else  has  ever  done  to  lessen 
and  diminish  materially  the  extent  of 
that  punishment  in  all  our  colonies. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.)  :  You  did  not  do  as  much  as  Parnell 
did. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  In  con- 
nection with  that,  I  have  given  instruc 


that  I  think  that  any  attempt  now  to 
discuss  the  details  of  the  financial  future 
of  the  Transvaal  and  the  Orange  River 
Colony   is   premature.     We   must  first 
obtain  a  normal  situation.     That  is  clear. 
We  must  be  able  to  say  that  the  state  of 
war  is  at  an  end.     When  we  have  had  a 
year's  rest  after  that  period,  then  I  think 
we  shall  be  able  to  make  a  very  good  esti- 
mate  of   the   future.     The   right   hon. 
Gentleman   is,    in   regard   to   all    these 
matters,  an  inveterate   pessimist;  I  am 
perhaps,    an   inveterate   optimist ;   but, 
on  the  whole,  when  I  look  back  to  recent 
history  and  matters  in  which  both  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  and  myself  have 
been  concerned,  and  in  regard  to  which 
we  both  made  estimates,  I  cannot  but 
think  that  I  have  turned  out  the  truer 
prophet.     I  remember  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  took  precisely  similar  views 
in  regard  to  the  occupation  of  Egypt 
He  pointed  out  that  Egypt  was  bankrupt, 
that  it  would  be  a  great  expense  to  the 
British    Government    and    the    British 
taxpayer,  that  it  could  never  pay  its  way ; 
and,  in  fact,  as  he  knows  perfectly  well, 
the  Government  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber and  I  also  was  a  member  took  so  low 
a  view  of  the  situation  at  that  time  that 
we  asked  the  Powers  to  consent  to  a  re 
duction  of  interest  on  the  debt.    The 
Powers  were  wiser  than  the  then  British 
Government,    because    the    Powers  re- 

tions,  and  now  receive  annual  reports  j  fused.     And  what  has  been  the  result  ? 

from  every  one  of  the  Crown  colonies  I  The  population  of  Egypt  between  188 


of  the  amount  of  flogging  inflicted  in  the 
preceding  year,  and  the  cause  for  which 
it  has  been  awarded.  I  hope  that  will 
be  some  assurance  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that,  as  far  as  punishment 
involving  physical  torture  is  concerned, 
I  certainly  shall  look  into  it  very  care- 
fully. Only  one  thing  I  ask.  I  ask  in 
regard  to  this,   and   to  everything  else 


and  1897  increased  from  6,800,000  to 
9,700,000;  the  exports  increased  from 
£11,000,000  to  £15,000,000,  and  the 
revenue  increased  from  £8,500,000  to 
£11,600,000,  and  is  still  going  up.  And 
it  must  be  remembered  that,  while  there 
has  been  this  increase  in  the  revenue, 
at  the  same  time  there  has  been  a  great 
I  reduction  of  taxation,  and  if  the  refonns 


connected  with  the  legislation  of  the  late  j  which  have  cost  money  had   not  been 
Transvaal,   for  time  and  patience.     We  i  made  the  revenue  would  have  been  still 


cannot  in  a  moment  change  the  whole 
system  under  which  the  country  has 
been  worked  for  a  good  many  years  and 
introduce  an  entirely  new  system  of  our 
own.  But  every  part  of  the  legislation 
of  the  Transvaal  will  be  reviewed,  and 
where  we  find  it  to  be  not  in  accordance 
with  our  views  as  to  what  is  proper, 
humane,  and  just,  the  House  may  rest 
assured  we  shall  take  steps  to  have  it 
altered. 
In  conclusion,  let  me  admit  at  once 


larger.  What  ground  is  there  for  despair 
under  these  circumstances  ?  There  is 
ground  for  patience.  Because,  remem- 
ber, this  improvement  in  the  condition 
of  things  in  Egypt  did  not  show  itself 
all  at  once.  We  had  to  wait  for  a  certain 
number  of  years.  It  was  not  until  1889 
that  the  great  improvement  began 
to  show  itself  ;  but  after  we  had  seven 
years  in  which  to  put  the  business  of 
Egypt  straight  the  revenue  has  gone  up 
by   caps  agd.J^ijnds  and  the  prosperity 
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of  Egypt  at  the  same  time.  Why  is  it 
under  these  circumstances  we  cannot 
take  a  sanguine  view  of  the  future  of 
the  Transvaal  and  the  Orange  River 
Colony  1  I  might  give  another  illus- 
tration— that  of  Cape  Colony,  where 
in  thirty  years  the  population  has  trebled 
and  the  revenue  increased  tenfold  In 
these  circumstances  I  am  of  opinion  that 
we  are  very  unwise  to  cast  ridicule 
upon  the  possibilities  of  the  future. 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  really 
believes  what  he  says,  he  ought  to  advise 
us  not  to  put  any  charge  whatever  upon 
the  Transvaal  for  the  cost  of  the  war. 
It  is  because  we  believe  in  this  great 
development  which  is  certain,  in  our 
opinion,  to  come,  though  not  for  a  few 
years,  that  we  are  anxious  at  once  to  fix 
a  sum  which  we  think  would  be  a  fair 
contribution  from  the  industries  of  the 
Transvaal  towards  the  cost  of  the  war. 
An  hon.  friend  of  mine  suggested  the 
other  day  that  we  should  take  all  the 
surplus  revenues  of  the  Transvaal,  and 
not  fix  any  sum.  I  think  he  was  under 
the  impression  that  if  we  did  that  we 
should  get  much  more  than  the  fifty-five 
millions  Sir  D.  Barbour  talks  of.  But 
that  would  be  an  objectionable  policy. 
It  could  only  be  pursued  by  those  who 
were  determined  to  maintain  perma- 
nently the  Crown  Colony  system.  You 
cannoU  maintain  such  an  arrangement 
with  a  self-governing  State.  You  would 
not  have  a  self-governing  colony  paying 
the  whole  of  its  surplus  revenue  to  the 
mother  country,  but  you  may  have  a 
self-governing  colony  which  is  ready  to 
take  over  whatever  remains  of  a  debt 
as  a  legal  obligation  of  the  colony.  In 
my  opinion  all  this  talk  about  the  loss 
we  shall  incur  and  about  the  burden  on 
the  taxpayers  is  beside  the  real  question. 
I  do  not  believe  the  people  of  this  country 
entered  into  this  business  as  a  question 
of  balance  between  profit  and  loss.  I 
believe  it  is  absolutely  true  that  we  did 
not  go  to  war  for  territory  or  for  gold ; 
and  if  we  did  we  should  have  been  very 
foolish  if  we  supposed  it  would  have  been 
a  profitable  transaction.  The  people  of 
this  country  suppdrted  the  Government 
not  because  they  thought  they  were 
going  to  make  a  profit  out  of  the  war, 
but  because  they  thought  the  honour  and 
interests  of  the  country  were  threatened, 
because  they  thought  that  on  the  issue 
of    the    war    depended    our    dominion 


in  South  Africa  and  the  unity  of  the 
Empire  of  which  South  Africa  is  a  part. 

Mr.  HERBERT  LEWIS  (Flint 
Boroughs)  said  he  wished  to  make 
brief  reference  to  a  tax  which  bore  very 
hardly  on  a  large  and  important  class  of 
taxpayers — the  income  tax.  During  the 
last  three  or  four  years  that  tax  had 
increased  enormously,  both  as  regarded 
the  amount  of  poundage  and  the  product. 
In  1897-8  it  only  produced  £17,250,000, 
whereas  three  years  later  it  had  risen  to 
the  astounding  total  of  £33,800,000. 
It  must  be  a  source  of  considerable 
satisfaction  to  any  Chancellor  of  the 
Exche(juer  to  be  able  to  get  such  a 
gigantic  sum  from  a  single  tax.  But 
his  object  in  now  referring  to  it  was  to 
show  that  while  there  had  been  such 
an  enormous  increase  in  the  last  few 
years,  the  scale  of  graduation  which  had 
hitherto  existed  had  not  been  altered, 
although  clearly  it  ought  to  have  been 
very  considerably  changed  in  favour  of 
the  smaller  income  tax  payers,  a  class 
which  deserved  the  sympathy  of  the 
House,  seeing  that  the  tax  had  been  raised 
from  8d.  to  14d.,  while  the  rate  of  exemp- 
tion remained  unaltered.  What  was  the 
practical  effect  of  leaving  things  in  their 
present  position  %  He  had  endeavoured 
to  make  a  careful  calculation  of  the 
various  classes  of  income — including 
everything  except  the  estate  duty — 
and  he  found  that  an  income  of  £80  a 
year,  which  might  be  regarded  as  the 
average  working  class  income,  was 
taxed  to  the  extent  of  5*7  per  cent. 
The  man  with  an  income  of  £200  was 
taxed  at  5  per  cent.,  the  one  with  £500 
paid  8  *  1  per  cent.,  while  the  income  of 
£5,000  or  £50,000  paid  only  9 '  3  per  cent. 
These  figures  were  subject  to  some 
alteration  by  reason  of  the  estate  duty, 
but  he  doubted  if  the  difference  repre- 
sented more  than  IJ  per  cent.  The 
question  was  whether  it  was  just  that 
the  percentage  of  taxation  on  the  income 
of  £500  should  be  about  8  per  cent., 
while  on  the  income  of  £50,000  or  even 
£100,000  it  should  only  be  at  the  most 
2^  per  cent,  above  that  ratio.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  on  a  former 
occasion  practically  admitted  that  if 
the  income  tax  was  to  be  maintained 
at  its  present  high  level  some  change 
would  be  necessary,  in  order  that  the 
poorer  class  of  income  tax  payers  might 
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be  relieved  at  the  expense  of  those  who 
enjoyed   larger    incomes,    but    he   very 
properly  declined  to  pledge  himself  to 
any  definite  policy.    The  thanks,  how- 
ever,   of    a    large    number    of    persons 
were  due  to   him  for  the  promise  h<» 
had  made  to  consider  the  matter,  with  a 
view  to  the  Budget  of  next  year.     The 
principle  was  so  thoroughly  just  that  he 
would    be   surprised    to    hear   anyone 
question   it.     Lord   Goschen,    when    he 
estabhshed    the    estate    duty,    said    he 
thought  it  would  be  generally  recognised 
that    men    with   considerable    fortunes 
paid  less  in  proportion  to  their  aggregate 
income.     That  disparity  had  now  been 
remedied  to  a  certain  extent.     Let  them, 
however,  compare  the  present   product 
of  the   estate   duty   with   what   it   was 
a  few  years  ago.      In  1897-98  it  produced 
eleven    milHons.     Last   year   it   reaUsed 
fourteen  miUions,  yet  in  the  same  time 
the  product  of  the  income  tax  had  gone  up 
from  seventeen    milUons  to  thirty-four 
miUions.     A  further  readjustment  of  the 
income    tax    was    therefore    necessary. 
They  had  been  told  that  the  imposition 
of  a  graduated  income  tax  was  impossible, 
that  the  difiiculties  in  the  way  were  too 
great  for  administrative  purposes,   but 
he  would  remind  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  that   such   a   principle    had   been 
found   possible   of   application   in   other 
countries.     There    surely  would    be    no 
difiiculty  in  extending  the  present  system 
of   exemptions   and    partial    exemptions 
by  way  of  abatements,  and  it  would  be 
just  as  easy  in  that  way  to  graduate  the 
income  tax  up   to  £1,000  or  £2,000  a 
year  as  it  was  now  to  graduate  it  up  to 
£700  a  year.     Whether  it  should  be  done 
through  the  income  tax,  the  estate  duty, 
or  the  inhabited  house  duty  was  a  matter 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.     Never  before  had  the 
holder  of  that  office  been  able  to  raise 
taxation    so    easily.    The    House    had 
granted  supphes  for  the  war  and  for  the 
Civil  Service  with  a  lavish  hand — too 
lavish  perhaps  in  some  directions.     The 
country  to  which  he  belonged  had  made 
but  one  small  request  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman    that    year.     It    had    asked 
to  be  treated  with  justice  in  the  matter 
of  the  museum  grants.     The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  not  refused,  but  he  had 
postponed  the  grant  of  that  measure  of 
justice  to  the  Principality  of  Wales,  and  he 
earnestly  appealed  to  him  to  quickly  and 

Mr.  Herbert  Lewis. 


favourably  decide  the  matter.  He  begged 
to  join  in  the  encomiums  passed  on  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  with  regard  to  the 
way  in  which  the  Finance  BiU  had  been 
carried  through.  It  was  a  piece  of 
marvellous  parhamentary  management » 
and  while  they  disagreed,  and  would 
continue  to  disagree,  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  many  matters,  everyone 
would  concur  in  saying  that  never 
had  a  Finance  Bill  been  carried  through 
with  less  friction,  having  regard  to  the 
contentious  issues  involved,  or  with 
better  good  temper  on  both  sides. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (Ishngton,    N.)  :  In 
the    course  of    these   debates    a    great 
many  hon.  Gentlemen   have  advocated 
and  urged  upon  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  a 
considerable  increase  in  the  income  tax. 
The    hon.    Gentleman     who     has     just 
sat  down  has  not  quite  advocated  that, 
but  he  has  advocated  a  larger  amount  of 
exemption  at  the  lower  end  of  the  scale. 
It  is,  no  doubt,  an  attractive  thing  to 
advocate  that  a  certain  section  should 
be  reheved  of  taxation,  especially  when 
that  section  is  a  large  and  influential  one, 
but   in   my   judgment   the   exemptions 
from  income  tax  have  reached  as  far  as 
they  can,  and  it  would  be  a  dangerous 
thing  to  continue  them.     Looking  at  the 
exemptions,  which  are  gradually  increas- 
ing from  year  to  year,  and  considering  that 
at  the  present  time  we  have  exemptions 
extending  up  to  incomes  of  £700  a  year, 
I  think  we  have  gone  as  far  as  we  can 
in  considering  those  at  the  bottom  of  the 
scale.     The   great    bulk    of   those   who 
oppose  the  Government  in  this  Budget 
are  those  who  urge,  instead  of  the  coal 
and  the  sugar  duties,  a  larger  increase 
in  the  income  tax.     With  regard  to  that 
I   think  it   is   an   altogether   mistaken 
idea,  which  is  in  the  minds  of  those  who 
advocate  this,  that  the  rich  people  are 
those  who  contribute  most  of  the  income 
tax ;    the  smaller  people  are  those  who 
provide  the  larger  amount  of  this  tax. 
Many  years  ago  I  myself  urged  that  there 
should  be  increased  exemptions  on  small 
incomes,    but    since    I    advocated  that 
measure  the  great  Act  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Mon- 
mouthshire, establishing  the  death  duties, 
has  enormously  altered  the  whole  inci- 
dence of  this  taxation.    That  seems  to 
me  to  be  a  most  important  item  for 
con8ideration.Digitized  byGoOglC 
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The  only  alteration  which  could  be 
made  in  the  income  tax  now,  if  any  altera- 
tion be  possible,  would  be  an  alteration 
in  the  scale  in  the  direction  of  differenti- 
ating industrial  incomes  from  spon- 
taneous incomes,  that  is  to  say,  incomes 
which  are  earned  from  various  forms  of 
industry,  and  incomes  which  are  derived 
from  securities.  But  inasmuch  as  that 
would  involve  a  great  and  wide  reaching 
alteration  in  the  whole  system,  I  do  not 
wonder  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  always  putting  off  the  evil  day.  The 
death  duties  established  by  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  West  Monmouthshire 
have,  however,  gone  a  long  way  towards 
carrying  out  that  idea.  That  was  a 
very  important  alteration,  and  one  which 
has  affected  this  question  very  largely, 
and  we  ought  to  remember  that  in  any 
consideration  we  give  to  it.  Some  people 
do  not  think  what  an  enormous  number 
of  persons  there  are  at  the  bottom  of 
the  scale  helping  to  pay  the  income  tax. 
Under  schedule  D  I  find  there  are  only 
973  persons  who  have  an  income  of 
£10,000  a  year,  whereas  there  are 
373,000  persons  whose  incomes  are 
only  £1,000  a  year.  That  shows  that 
the  persons  who  pay  the  income  tax 
are  not  only  the  rich  ;  and  those  who 
advocate  an  increase  in  the  income 
tax  under  the  idea  that  it  is  only  con- 
tributed to  by  the  rich  would,  if  that 
were  carried  out,  place  a  very  heavy 
burden  upon  those  at  the  bottom  of  the 
scale,  who  we  all  think  should  be  con- 
sidered as  far  as  possible. 

So  far  as  the  general  system  of  income 
tax  and  death  duties  is  concerned,  I  desire 
to  acknowledge  that  I  agree  that  the  rich 
man  who  is  making  a  large  income 
should  be  comparatively  heavily  taxed. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
down  says  that  the  rich  man  pays  9  per 
cent.,  which  is  not  a  light  taxation,  but 
considering  the  amount  of  income,  I 
should  not  myself  object  if  I  had  to  pay 
such  an  amount,  I  should  be  glad  to 
have  the  income  upon  the  condition 
that  I  should  pay  that  tax.  In  the  case 
of  a  man  who  by  his  own  energy  makes 
a  fortune,  he  after  all  is  a  man  who 
helps  to  make  the  country  prosperous, 
and  if  while  he  is  doing  that  he  makes  his 
fortune  and  pays  his  full  share  of  taxation 
upon  it,  I  do  not  think  anyone  can  say  the 
system  of  taxation  is  unfair  or  unreason- 
able.   But  when  a  man  leaves  this  world, 


a  different  state  of  affairs  altogether 
comes  in.  During  his  hfetime  he  has 
been  making  a  large  fortune,  and  has 
been  taxed  9  per  cent., but  if  he  leaves 
a  milUon  of  money  his  successors  are 
treated  very  differently.  First  of  all, 
out  of  the  inillion  £80,000  is  taken  away 
for  death  duties.  So  that  supposing 
his  successor  enjoys  the  remnant  of  the 
miUion  for  twenty  years,  which  is  a 
very  fair  estimate,  that  figure  works  out 
that  he  pays  a  tax  of  3s.  2d.  in  the  £ 
over  and  above  and  ordinary  income  tax. 
I  do  not  think  that  that  is  unfair, 
and  I  should  be  very  glad  to  receive  a 
million  upon  those  terms.  The  point 
I  am  making  is  that  it  cannot  be 
said  if  the  death  duty  upon  a  miUion 
works  out  at  an  annual  sum  of  3s.  2d. 
in  the  £  that  the  rich  man  is  not  taxed 
much  more  highly  than  the  small  man. 
The  death  duties  have  made  our  taxation 
immensely  fairer  than  it  was  before  the 
Act  was  passed  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Mon- 
mouthshire. To  the  descendant  of  the 
next  heir  of  this  man  the  same  rule 
appHes.  He  pays  £69,000  in  death 
duties,  and  those  figures  work  out  to 
show  that  he  pays  2s. lid.  in  the  £ 
over  the  ordinary  income  tax,  and  so  on. 
So  that  so  long  as  that  miUion  lasts, 
there  is  a  tax  upon  that  special  income, 
which  to  a  great  extent  does  away  with 
the  injustice  of  industrial  incomes  pay- 
ing as  much  income  tax  as  spontaneous 
incomes. 

In  considering  the  income  tax  we  are 
bound  to  consider  it  in  conjunction  with 
the  death  duties,  and  we  must  acknow- 
ledge, that  under  the  present  system 
we  have  managed  to  hit  the  rich  man 
fairly  well,  and  I  am  quite  satisfied  with 
that.  If  we  look  into  the  future 
we  find  that  half  this  miUion  comes  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  half  a 
dozen  generations.  If  the  time  should 
ever  come  when  the  property  of  this 
country  decreased  considerably,  it  would 
be  found  that  the  revenue  from  these 
sources  would  greatly  decrease,  and  sink 
to  an  infinitesimaUy  smaU  sum.  The 
death  duties  are  only  the  result  of  pros- 
perity, which  shows  that  those  who  are 
making  these  millions  do  estabUsh 
great  prosperity,  and  tend  to 
make  the  country  what  it  is.  But 
in  going  into  the  matter  of  the 
death     duties     in     conjunction     with 
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income  tax,  we  must  remember  also  that 
at  the  other  end  of  the  death  duties  scale 
there  is  a  considerable  amount  of  hard- 
ship. Take  the  case  of  a  man  who  dies, 
leaving,  let  us  say,  insurances  to  the 
amount  of  £1,100  ;  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  comes  along  and  takes  £44, 
and  if  those  figures  are  calculated  we  find 
that  the  successor  pays  Is.  4d.  in  the  £  in 
addition  to  the  ordinary  income  tax  on 
the  small  income  that  this  amount  brings 
in.  Therefore,  in  considering  the 
possibilities  of  increasing  the  income 
tax  and  the  death  duties,  we  must 
be  very  careful  that  the  scheme  adopted 
does  not  inflict  a  great  hardship  upon 
those  at  the  bottom  of  the  scale.  I 
do  not  wish  to  delay  the  House,  although 
the  subject  of  the  Budget  is  one  upon 
which  I  should  like  to  speak  at  some 
length,  but  I  must  say  one  thing,  because 
so  many  Members  on  the  other  side  have 
spoken  of  the  income  tax  as  if  it  were  a 
tax  upon  the  rich  alone.  The  real  tax  for 
the  rich  is  the  death  duties,  and  we  must 
not  imagine  that  the  income  tax  can  be 
increased  to  an  indefinite  extent.  The 
first  tax  to  be  reduced  should  be  the 
income  tax,  for  the  simple  reason  that 
80  many  thousands  of  people  would 
benefit,  for  although  the  death  duties, 
as  I  have  said,  somewhat  equalise  this 
taxation,  we  must  remember  those  at  the 
bottom  of  the  scale,  and  the  great  hard- 
ship inflicted  upon  them. 

Sir  ROBERT  REID  (Dumfries 
Burghs)  :  I  wish  to  say  something  in 
regard  to  the  subject  opened  by  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  West 
Monmouthshire,  to  whom  I  think  a  very 
inadequate  reply  was  given  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Colonial  Secretary. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  reproached 
my  right  hon.  friend  for  being  illogical, 
and  accused  him  of  being  a  pessimist. 
Well,  I  think  we  have  had  quite  enough 
of  optimism  from  the  time  we  were  told 
that  this  war  was  to  cost  less  than 
£1 1,000,000  sterling  down  to  the  present 
time.  Is  it  not  true  that  we  have  been 
going  through  the  session  in  a  sort  of 
fools'  paradise  1  We  have  now  had  re- 
vealed to  us,  bit  by  bit,  the  true  condition 
of  affairs  in  South  Africa,  the  many 
optimistic  predictions  have  been  falsified, 
and  I  think  it  is  desirable  to  try,  as  far  as 
we  can,  to  dispel  whatever  illusions  there 
may  be  in  the  public  mind  upon  this 
subject.    We  have  most  scanty  informa- 

Mr.  Bartley, 


tion  from  South  Africa  ;  we  are  imder  a 
censorship  which  ought  to  be  confined 
strictly  to  military  matters,  and  we  have 
to  make  out  as  well  as  we  can  from  the 
materials  provided  what  is  the  true 
position  that  this  country  occupies. 

The  right  hon.  Member  for  West 
Monmouthshire  told  us  we  should  not 
get  back  any  part  of  the  capital  that  we 
are  spending  on  this  war  from  the  Trans- 
vaal. I  do  not  know  if  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  will  express  any  disbelief 
in  the  correctness  of  that  proposition,  but 
I  do  not  think  that  the  Colonial  Secretary 
will  express  any  such  opinion.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  referred  to  Sir  David 
Barbour,  who  expressed  the  belief  that 
£50,000,000  would  be  recovered;  but  Sir 
David  Barbour  has  not  bound  himself  to 
that,  he  is  far  too  wise  a  man.  I  do  not 
think  anything  will  be  found  in  SirDavid 
Barbour's  Report  which  guarantees  that 
we  shall  get  that  amount  or  anything  at 
all  from  the  Transvaal,  and  it  is  important 
that  we  should  know  that ;  and  that  we 
should  know  that  this  war  is  being  carried 
on  at  our  own  expense,  and  will  be 
carried  on  irretrievably  and  incontestibly 
at  our  expense.  No  real  answer  has  been 
given  to  the  statement  of  my  right  hon. 
friend.  Sir  David  estimates  that  we 
shall  have  to  supplement  very  greatly  for 
the  next  two  or  three  years  the  revenues 
of  the  two  South  African  colonies  out  of 
the  exchequer  of  this  country,  in  order 
to  repair  the  devastation  and  the 
destruction  of  farms.  With  regard  to 
the  Orange  Colony,  what  Sir  David 
Barbour  says  has  already  been  quoted 
at  length  by  my  right  hon  friend  the 
Member  for  West  Monmouthshire.  With 
regard  to  the  Transvaal,  the  Report  is  a 
little  complicated,  but  it  comes  to  this. 
Taking  the  revenue  at  £3,467,000  and 
the  expenditure  at  £4,332,000,  there  is  a 
deficit  of  £865,000.  Against  this  un- 
satisfactory deficit  Sir  David  points  out 
that  as  the  country  quiets^  down  there 
may  be  a  decrease  in  the  cost  of  the 
constabulary;  that  there  may  be  some 
saving  in  respect  of  the  Netheriands 
Railway  Company  ;  that  the  tax  on  the 
net  profits  of  the  gold  mines  may  be 
raised  from  5  to  10  per  cent. ;  and 
finally  that  a  steady  growth  of  revenue 
may  be  anticipated  as  the  result  of  im- 
proved administration  and  the  general 
increase  of  prosperity  of  the  country. 
But  the  outcome  of  the  Report  is,  beyond 
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to  look  to  the  Transvaal  or  the  Orange 
River  Colony  to  provide  anything  towards 
the  cost  of  the  war,  and  that,  in  ad- 
dition, we  shall  have  to  pay  out  of  our 
own  pocket  the  cost  of  whatever  standing 
army  may  be  necessary  in  order  to  keep 
the  colonies  under  control.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Colonial  Secretary 
will  not  attempt  to  dispute  that. 

My  right  hon.  friend  placed  the  stand- 
ing army  at  the  moderate  figure  of 
30,000 ;  many  people  might  think  that 
excessive,  and  I  earnestly  hope  that  the 
symptoms  of  the  friendly  feeling  in  the 
Orange  River  Colony  to  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  referred  will  increase — 
there  are  certain  signs  of  it  apart  from 
the  few  colonists  who  are  now  taking  up 
arms  to  prevent  themselves  from  being 
harried  by  brigands— and  re-establish 
at  an  early  period  good  will  and  tran- 
quillity, so  that  everyone  may  settle  down. 
We  all  earnestly  hope  for  that.  The 
crucial  point  that  we  shall  have  to  decide 
is  whether  a  very  large  standing  army 
will  have  to  be  kept  in  South  Africa  or 
not.  Some  hon.  Gentlemen  have  con- 
sistently argued  that  we  should  adopt 
methods  of  government  such  as  would 
be  likely  to  conciliate  the  population  ; 
was  not  there  a  little  want  of  generosity 
displayed  in  using  such  expressions  as 
have  been  used  to  those  who  advocated 
those  methods  of  government  1 

There  were  other  less  important  ques- 
tions to  which  reference  was  made  by 
my  right  hon.  friend  which  have  not 
been  altogether  satisfactorily  replied  to 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Colonial 
Secretary.  One  in  particular  is  worthy 
of  mention.  In  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee which  went  out  to  South  Africa 
on  the  subject  of  the  Transvaal  con- 
cessions, the  Committee  recommends, 
as  I  read  it,  that  the  ordinary  shares  of 
the  Netherlands  Railway  shall  be  taken 
possession  of  by  the  Government,  and 
that  no  compensation  shall  be  made  to 
the  shareholders  in  regard  to  those 
shares,  except  to  those  who  held  these 
shares  before  the  commencement  of 
the  war.  Xow  I  think  I  am  right  in 
saying  that  nearly  13,000 — almost  all — 
the  shares  of  the  railway  were  in  the 
name  of  the  Transvaal  Government. 
During  the  course  of  the  war  they  were 
alienated  to  the  German  Boers  in  Berlin, 
who  gave  large  value  for  them,  and  they 


are  now  represented  by  French  and 
German  shareholders,  whose  interests 
are  being  guarded  by  the  Governments 
of  their  respective  countries.  According 
to  all  international  usage,  when  one 
nation  conquers  another  it  respects 
private  property,  and  if  it  takes  posses- 
sion of  it,  it  pays  compensation.  It 
is  beyond  question  that  the  Nether- 
lands Railway  went  far  beyond  its 
functions,  and  gave  very  great  assistance 
to  the  Transvaal  in  carrying  on  the  war 
with  Great  Britain,  and  I  think  it  would 
be  right  to  penalise  the  shareholders  for 
having  sanctioned  such  steps,  and  that 
they  should  not  be  allowed  to  hold  their 
shares.  But,  while  acknowledging  lia- 
biUty  in  this  respect,  I  think  very  grave 
consideration  should  be  given  to  the 
subject  before  the  shares  are  confiscated 
without  compensation. 

The  next  matter,  which  I  also  feel 
strongly  about,  and  to  which  my  right 
hon.  friend  referred,  is  the  projected 
land  settlement  in  South  Africa,  as 
pointed  out  in  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mission sent  out  by  the  Government  to 
inquire  into  this  matter.  That  Com- 
mittee advocated  two  plans,  one  to 
confiscate  outright,  and  the  other  to  buy 
up  the  mortgages  and  foreclose  upon 
them  for  settlement  in  the  future.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  not  expressed 
in  the  smallest  degree  any  proposition 
in  favour  of  either  of  these  suggestions. 
I  hope  we  may  hear  from  him  or  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  his  views 
as  to  the  advisability  of  dispossessing 
these  people.  After  all,  when  we  are 
depriving  these  two  States  of  th^ir 
independence,  it  is  a  strong  thing  to 
insist  on  confiscation  of  this  land.  What 
a  stimulus  and  incentive  will  it  not  be  to 
their  inhabitants  to  go  on  fighting  to  the 
last,  if  they  believe  that  their  land  and 
farms,  which  are  all  they  have  in  the 
world,  are  to  be  confiscated  or  obtained 
by  means  of  foreclosing  their  mortgages. 
Many  farms  in  the  Transvaal  are  mort- 
gaged up  to  50  per  cent,  of  their  full 
value.  During  the  war  the  interest 
falling  due  on  the  mortgages  has  not  been 
paid,  and  the  provisions  for  forfeiture 
have  come  into  operation.  Many  of  the 
farms  are  held  by  moneylenders  who,  no 
doubt,  are  anxious  to  obtain  the  land 
for  themselves.  The  Boers  and  Free 
Staters  are    our    fellow-subjects,  and  if 
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we  want  to  live  on  peax^eful  terms  with 
them  in  the  future  we  must  not  permit 
unsettled  people  to  be  in  the  occupation 
of  their  land  when  it  is  all  they  have.  I 
hope  some  measure  will  be  introduced  to 
prevent  the  mere  fact  of  money  due  on 
mortgage  remaining  unpaid  being  a 
ground  for  foreclosure  and  forfeiting 
the  land.  I  hope  there  will  be  some 
statement  from  the  Government  which 
will  reUeve  the  minds  of  those  who 
desire  a  lasting  peace  in  the  conquered 
countries  from  the  apprehension  that 
we  are  face  to  face  with  an  upheaval 
and  disturbance  of  a  character  which 
will  make  it  certain  that  we  shall  not 
have  lasting  peace  in  South  Africa. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  am  sorry 
to  say  the  remarks  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  escaped  me  in  replying.  I 
had  intended  to  deal  with  this  matter 
but  I  forgot  to  do  so.  I  misiy  say  at  once 
that  the  Government  have  not  in  con- 
templation anything  of  the  wholesale 
character  described  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman.  I  agree  with  him 
that  any  scheme  either  for  confiscation 
of  land  or  the  wholesale  purchase  of 
mortgages,  or  turning  out  the  owners 
to  obtain  the  land,  would  be  most  inex- 
pedient. It  has  never  been  contemplated 
by  us,  nor  do  we  think  that  anything  of 
the  kind  would  be  necessary,  even  if  we 
decided  to  carry  out  certain  of  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Land  Concessions  Com- 
mission. We  believe  there  will  be  plenty 
of  land  of  various  descriptions  in  the 
country  which  properly  changes  hands 
and  which  we  may  purchase  if  we  desire, 
and  which  probably,  under  reasonable 
conditions,  we  could  get  at  a  fair  value. 
I  do  not  think,  therefore,  that  any  kind  of 
drastic  or  revolutionary  proceeding,  such 
as  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  fears, 
and  which  I  should  deprecate,  is  neces- 
sary. 

Sir  ROBERT  REID:  I  cannot  but 
express  the  gratification  with  which  I 
have  heard  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Colonial  Secretary.  I  will  only  remark 
that  the  observations  made  in  the  Report 
did  certainly  point  in  the  direction  I 
indicated,  and  it  will  be  a  source  of  much 
gratification  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  no  idea  of  wholesale  confisca- 
tion. I  do  not  wish  to  criticise  the  state- 
ment which  I  have  heard  with  so  much 
satisfaction,  but  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 

Sir  Robert  Reid. 


man  will  consider  the  question  he  will,  I 
believe,  see  that  no  confiscation  is  neces- 
sary, and  I  hope  provision  will  be  made 
that  no  man's  land  shall  be  confiscated. 

There  is  only  one  other  matter  to  which 
I  wish  to  refer,  and  it  is  this — my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  West  Mon- 
mouthshire made  a  criticism  in  regard  to 
the  small  proportion  which  taxation  bears 
as  compared  with  theincreaseof  debt  with 
regard  to  the  cost  of  the  war.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Colonial  Secretary 
took  a  different  view,  and  compared  the 
Napoleonic  war  with  this  war.  Surely 
that  comparison  cannot  substantiate  the 
view  of  the  Government.  The  Napole- 
onic war  extended  over  thirty-two  years, 
and  cost  nearly  400  miUions  to  the  tax- 
payer and  600  miUions  imposed  on  the 
National  Debt.  In  respect  of  the  South 
African  war  we  have  paid  to  this  date  23 
miUions  out  of  taxation  and  127  millions 
have  been  placed  on  the  Debt. 

Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  :  More  than 
twelve  millions  were  raised  last  year, 
and  this  year  it  is  estimated  that  between 
twenty-four  and  twenty-five  millions 
will  be  raised  by  additional  taxatioa 
But  we  have  paid  considerable  sums 
towards  the  war  out  of  ordinary  taxa- 
tion. 

Sir  ROBERT  REID :  I  beg  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  pardon.  I  intended 
to  refer  to  the  additional  taxation-  I 
was  under  the  impression  that  twelve 
miUions  were  required  for  an  increase  in 
the  ordinary  expenditure  of  the  country. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  :  Of  course, 
the  taxation  imposed  during  the  Conti- 
nental war  went  to  the  ordinary  adminis- 
tration of  the  country  as  well  as  to  the  cost 
of  the  war.  The  two  matters  must  be 
considered  together  in  arriving  at  a  con- 
clusion as  to  how  much  expenditure 
should  be  met  out  of  taxation  and  how 
much  by  loan. 

Sir  ROBERT  REID  :  Of  course,  to  a 
certain  extent  there  would  be  additional 
expenditure,  and  also  additional  sources 
of  income,  but  both  my  right  hon.  friend 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Colonial 
Secretary  attempted  to  isolate  this 
matter.  But  however  that  may  be,  my 
contention  is  that  we  have  paid 
£24,000,000  out  of  income,  and  we  have 
added  £127,000,000  to  the  Debt.  My 
point  is  thi^^hgl  this  additional  taxation 
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w  very  small  in  comparison  to  the  addi- 
tion to  the  National  Debt.  If  we  will 
have  a  war,  or  pursue  a  course  of  policy 
which  is  likely  to  lead  to  a  war,  it  is 
necessary  that  we  should  ourselves  bear 
the  great  burden  of  taxation,  and  not 
put  it  on  the  backs  of  those  who  are  to 
come  after  us.  That  is  doubly  necessary 
when,  as  now,  the  affairs  of  the  country 
are  controlled  by  the  great  mass  of  the 
people,  who  have  no  leisure  to  study 
Blue-books,  to  enter  into  detailed 
accounts,  or  to  consider  for  themselves 
on  their  own  responsibility  the  great  and 
difficult  problems  attending  the  govern- 
ment of  a  vast  Empire  such  as  this.  There 
is  at  all  times  too  much  disposition  to 
glorify  war,  to  treat  it  as  a  thing  which 
inures  to  the  advantage,  honour,  and 
credit  of  the  country,  instead  of  looking 
upon  it,  as  I  do  myself,  as  an  indescribable 
calamity,  although  it  may  at  times  be 
necessary.  Under  these  circumstances, 
it  is  necessary  that  the  people  should  see 
that  they  themselves  will  have  to  bear 
the  burden  of  the  war.  If,  as  the 
Ck)lonial  Secretary  says,  they  are  willing 
to  do  it,  do  not  let  us  be  weak,  and,  above 
all,  do  not  let  us  yield  to  the  temptation 
to  cast  the  burden  on  posterity  in  order 
to  escape  the  unpopularity  of  taxation. 

*Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  (Old- 
ham) :  We  have  listened  to  a  speech  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Dumfries  which  is 
very  encouraging  by  reason  of  its  modera- 
tion, and  which  shows,  I  think,  that  the 
South  African  question  has,  in  this 
House  at  least,  entered  upon  a  more 
satisfactory  phase.  But,  in  spite  of  the 
moderation  of  the  hon.  Member,  I 
cannot  but  think  he  was  a  little  inclined 
to  take  a  gloomy  view  of  our  financial 
position  and  of  the  situation  generally. 
Our  financial  position  depends  on  two 
entirely  different  sets  of  circumstances. 
First  of  all,  there  is  the  annual  peace 
expenditure,  which  I,  for  one,  cannot 
view  without  feelings  of  considerable 
alarm.  But  quite  apart  from  that,  there 
is  the  cost  of  the  war.  It  is  the  war 
expenditure  which  has  altered  our 
financial  position  and  reduced  our  credit 
from  its  former  to  its  present  condition. 
Therefore,  we  come  by  this  as  by  many 
other  roads  during  this  session  to  the 
effect  of  the  war  upon  the  national  ex- 
penditure. I  have  supported  this  war 
from  the  beginning.  Before  there  was 
more  than  a  small  cloud  on  the  horizon 


I  ventured  to  urge,  in  my  obscure 
manner,  vigorous  intervention  in  South 
Africa.  Having  supported  the  war  from 
the  beginning,  if  ever  there  should  come 
a  day,  which  I  very  much  doubt, 
when  those  who  have  been  concerned  in — 
I  will  not  say  responsible  for — ^the  war  "^ 
and  in  the  events  immediately  leading 
up  to  the  war  are  involved  in  unpopu- 
larity, it  will  be  an  unpopularity  in 
which  many  of  us  on  this  side  of  the 
House  will  not  be  unprepared  to  share. 
If  the  expenditure  on  the  war  is  such  a 
serious  matter,  it  is  a  subject  of  consider- 
able congratulation  that  at  present  the 
issue  is  perfectly  plain.  Nothing  could 
be  clearer  than  the  issue  which  has 
recently  been  presented  by  the  publica- 
tion of  the  Blue-book  setting  forth  the 
intentions  and  designs  of  the  leaders  of 
the  Boer  armies  stiJl  in  the  field.  They 
are  fighting  for  their  independence. 
That  is  abundantly  clear  from  those 
despatches.  That  is  the  irreducible 
minimum.  I  was  always  struck  in 
South  Africa  with  the  great  importance 
which  political  questions  play  in  this 
struggle.  It  is  a  question  of  which  flag 
is  to  wave  over  this  part  of  the  earth, 
and  considerations  of  material  prosperity, 
civil  liberty,  and  constitutional  rights 
are  swept  away  by  the  South  African 
population  in  order  to  decide  whether 
the  Vierkleur  or  the  Union  Jack,  and  all 
the  racial  significance  which  attaches  to 
those  emblems,  should  be  predominant 
in  South  Africa.  The  Boers  know  quite 
clearly  that  they  are  going  to  get  respon- 
sible government  at  some  time  or  other 
after  the  war.  They  know  what  goes 
on  in  Natal  and  Cape  Colony ;  they  are 
not  unfamiliar  with  our  colonial  methods; 
but  they  do  not  care  about  that.  They 
want  independence,  and  nothing  short 
of  it.  If  we  agreed — and  this  is  where 
the  financial  aspect  comes  in — to  give 
them  back  their  independence,  the  war 
would  come  to  an  end  to-morrow,  and 
the  expenditure  would  stop.  We  liave 
only  to  pull  down  the  flag  at  Pretoria 
and  not  a  shot  more  will  be  fired,  not 
another  soldier  killed,  and  not  another 
pound  required  to  be  voted  by  this  House. 
Not  only  that,  but  the  army  could  come 
home,  and  the  questions  of  settlement 
of  which  hon.  Members  have  spoken  this 
afternoon  would  be  taken  off  our  hands 
and  handed  over  to  another  party  alto- 
gether.   But  I  take  it  that  there  is  no 
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party  in  this  House  which  is  seriously 
disposed  to  advocate  the  abandonment 
of  the  proclamations  of  annexation 
which  have  been  made.  We  are  all 
agreed  on  that.  [Several  Nationa- 
list Members:  No,  no.]  All  but  hon. 
Members  from  Ireland.  They,  however, 
are  perpetually  telling  us  that  they  do 
not  wish  to  associate  themselves  in  the 
hopes  and  fears  of  this  Empire ;  there- 
fore I  do  not  see  why  we  should  pay  any 
exaggerated  attention  to  their  opinions 
on  subjects  which  they  avow  do  not 
greatly  concern  them.  What  is  of  great 
importance  is  that  this  House  as  a  whole 
is  thoroughly  agreed  upon  the  principal 
features  of  the  policy  that  has  led  to  all 
this  expenditura  which  everyone  deplores. 

But    hon.     Members    opposite    have 
indeed  advocated  a   somewhat   curious 
policy.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition,  I  believe,  hopes 
to  check  the  expenditure  and  to  bring 
the  war  to  an  end  at  an  eariy  date  by 
combining   the   policy   of   swords   with 
that    of    olive    branches.    That    is    an 
extraordinary  policy,  and  I  quite  agree 
with   the  right    hon.    Gentleman   that 
the   party   opposite   is   the   only  party 
in   the  State  who  could  carry  it  out, 
for  it  is  the  only  party  which  has  in 
itself  all  the  elements  which  make  for 
peace  and  for  war.     I  suppose  that  if 
under  the  leadership  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  this   difficult  South  African 
question     was     to     be     attacked,    the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Berwick 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  East  Fife  would  advance  with  the 
sword,  and  doubtless  deal  a  very  shrewd 
blow  for  the  Empire.    Then,  no  sooner 
had  the  blow  been  struck,  than  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Carnarvon  Boroughs  would 
rush  in  flourishing   the    olive    branch. 
I  know  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  rather  resents 
the  intrusion  of  this  thorny  subject  of  the 
war   into  the  sober   discussions  of   his 
Budget.     Indeed,  the  war  has  not  only 
prolonged  the  passage  of  his  Budget,  but 
considerably    disorganised    his    finance. 
We  have  offered  to  the  Boers  th^  most 
generous  terms — terms  considered  to  be 
generous  even  by  countries  which  have 
not  agreed  with  us  in  the  reasons  that 
prompted  us  in  this  matter — but  those 
terms  have  been  rejected.    We  do  not 
Mr,  Winston  ChurMll. 


wish  to  crush  these  people,  to  make  them 
grovel,  or  to  inflict  hard  terms  upon  them, 
but  there  are  two  essentials   which  we 
must  secure  regardless  of  expenditure 
and,  to  a  certain  extent,  of  the  effect  upon 
the  finances  of  the  country.    All  that 
we  can  do  should  be  directed  to  obtaining 
those  two  essentials  conditions — annexa- 
tion, in  the  first  place,  and,  secondly, 
a  free  hand  to  pick  the  countries  out  of 
the  pit  of  ruin  into  which  they  have  been 
plunged  by  the  necessary  events  of  the 
war.    I  hope  the  Government  will  never 
waver    on    this    second    point.    I    can 
understand  the  men  who  say,    **  Give 
back  the  republics  to  the  Boers ;     we 
think  it  a  crime  to  destroy  nationality ;" 
I  can  understand  them,  but  I  do  not 
agree  with  them.    [Opposition  cheers.] 
Yes,  but  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  cannot 
say  that.    Oh  no  ;  they  have  committed 
themselves  to  the  policy  of  annexation ; 
they    have     committed    themselves    to 
destroy  the  nationality.     But  I  cannot 
understand  the  men  who  say,   **  Enforce 
the  annexation ;      bring  the   republics 
under  the   British   flag,"     and  at  the 
same  time,  or  nearly  at  the  same  time, 
urge  that  under  the  conditions  of  peace 
they  should  be  given  the  representative 
government    which    you    much    more 
than  they  admire.     Before  we  can  give 
representative  government  to  the  Boers, 
we  shall  have  to  wait  until  the  population 
of  the  country  resumes  its  normal  level, 
and  until  the  Boers  have  something  to 
lose  again.     We  have  got  to  wait  until 
the  railways  are  running  and  the  mines 
are  working,  until  the  farms  have  been 
rebuilt,  and  the  country  is  no  longer 
disturbed  by  bands  of  men  who  are  still 
inflamed     by     most     furious     passions. 
We  have  had  a  speech  from  the  Colonial 
Secretary  which  I  think  has  given  con- 
siderable   encouragement    to    Members 
not  only  on  this  side  of  the  House,  and 
from  that  speech  it  appears  that  the 
situation  in  South  Africa  is  gradually 
but  steadily  clearing.    We  have  heard 
a  great  deal  about  the  ruin  and  hatred 
that  will  follow  this  war,  and  the  diflS- 
culties  and  troubles  we  shall  encounter 
when   it    is   over.     The   future   always 
looks  menacing    but  I  th:nk  we  shall 
make  a  mistake  if  we  magnify  the  diffi- 
culties with  which  we  shall  be  confronted 
Now  is  the  worst  time.    There  will  never 
be  anything  so  bad/as^whflA  the  war  is 
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going  on.  Although  the  period  of  dis- 
content and  disorder  after  the  war  may 
be  longer  than  the  war  itself,  neverthe- 
less once  the  actual  fighting  is  over 
the  situation  will  steadily  get  better  and 
better.  Therefore  I  disagree  with  the 
pessimism  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Monmouthshire, 
and  if  I  do  not  entirely  share  the  in- 
veterate optimism  of  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, at  any  rate  I  cannot  help  feeling 
very  hopefiil  about  the  time  which  is  to 
come  after  the  war  is  over. 

The  Colonial  Secretary  has  reminded 
us  of  the  work  of  British  government 
in  Egypt — how  twenty  years  ago  Egypt 
was  distracted  and  torn,  and  in  just  as 
great  a  condition  of  disorder  as  are  the 
Boer  Republics  to-day.  In  Egypt  we 
had  a  disadvantage  which  I  trust  we  shall 
never  have  in  the  settlement  in  South 
Africa ;  we  never  had  a  free  hand.  At 
every  turn,  step,  and  stage  we  were 
hampered  by  international  interference 
and  foreign  control,  by  mixed  tribunals, 
and  by  the  Caisse  de  la  Dette,  It  was 
this  interference  of  outside  Powers,  who 
had  no  interest  in  the  work  of  recon- 
struction, but  who  had  a  legal  locus 
standi,  which  put  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  administration  and  delayed  the  work 
of  regeneration  in  Egypt.  I  earnestly 
hope  we  shall  not  tie  our  hands  in  South 
Africa  by  making  it  necessary  for  those 
who  are  charged  with  the  difficult  busi- 
ness of  restoring  the  prosperity  of  that 
country  to  explain  every  act  of  adminis- 
tration or  whatever  they  may  propose 
to  the  satisfaction  of  a  legislative  assembly 
still  bitterly  smarting  under  actual 
military  operations.  We  have  the  ad- 
ministrative capacity,  which  I  think  no 
other  country  has,  to  retrieve  the  disorder 
and  disasters  which  have  taken  place  in 
South  Africa,  and  if  we  have  the  men 
the  money  is  on  the  spot.  The  recupera- 
tive power  of  the  Transvaal,  daubed  and 
smeared  all  over  with  gold,  is  enormous. 
Consider  for  one  moment  the  soothing 
effect  upon  a  population  not  much 
bigger  than  that  of  one  of  our  towns 
of  £20,000,000  a  year  rising  in  gold  alone 
to  the  surface  of  the  ground  to  enrich 
the  land  and  the  people.  [*'  Oh,  oh  !  "] 
It  is  quite  true  that  some  of  it  percolates 
to  Park  Lane.  I  do  not  perhaps  agree 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Eskdale 
Division  as  to  the  architectural  elegance 
of  the  results  in  Park  Lane,  but  I  quite 


agree  with  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
ampton  that  this  wealth  should  be  em- 
ployed in  building  farms  in  South  Africa 
rather  than  mansions  in  Park  Lane.     I 
think  we  are  all  agreed  on  that,  and  the 
Colonial  Secretary  has  said  we  are  all 
agreed  that  we  should  take  from  the 
gold  mining  industry  as  much  as  we  can 
without  either  impairing  the  industry 
or  alienating  the  population.     But  while 
I  agree  with  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Eskdale  Division  that  Sir  D.  Barbour's 
Report  by  no  means  accurately  estimates 
the  taxable  capacity  of  the  mining  in- 
dustry, and  earnestly  hope  more  money 
may  be  got  out  of  it  in  the  course  of  the 
next  few  years,  when  it  is  under  British 
administration,  yet  I  do  not  agree  that 
we  in  this  country  should  try  to  secure 
a  large  share  of  the  money  in  payment 
of  the  cost  of  the  war.     I  hope  we  shall 
deal  with  this  question  in  no  ungenerous 
spirit.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  West  Monmouth  has  talked  about 
a  shabby  British  poKcy.  That  is  just  what 
I  hope  we  shall  avoid  in  South  Africa. 
War  never  pays  its  dividends  in  cash  on 
the  money  it  costs.     We  have   sunk  in 
South  Africa  an  immense  sum  for  which 
this  generation  will  probably  not  receive 
an  appreciable  return  in  actual  money 
value.     I  do  not  mind  that.     This  war 
was  never  a  financial  speculation.     ["  Oh, 
oh  !  '*] ;  it  was  never  a  piratical  enter- 
prise.    We    have   had    before   us    from 
j  first  to  last  a  national  and  imperial  duty. 
We  have  spent  not  only  money,  but  what 
is  far  more  precious — healthy  and  gal- 
lant life,  against  which  it  would  be  an 
insult  to   balance  any  sum  of  money, 
however  vast.     There  is  only  one  return 
you  can  get  for  that,  and  I  wish  I  had  it 
in  my  power  to  make  it  the  keynote  of 
the  South  African  settlement.     Let  us 
finish  this  job  in  style.     We  can  do  it 
if  we  wish,  and  it  is  well  worth  doing.     It 
is  about  the  only  thing  in  South  Africa 
that  is  really  worth  doing.     It  is  in  con- 
tented colonies  and   prosperous   popula- 
tions that  this  country  will  find  its  only 
reward  for  all  the  sacrifices  it  has  made, 
and  an  answer  final,  complete,  an,d  con- 
vincing,   to   all   our   enemies,    whether 
they  be  abroad  or  nearer  home. 

*Mr.  ALFRED  DAVIES  (Carmarthen 

Boroughs) :  This  is  my  maiden  speech, 

and  remembering,  as  I  do,  that  in  this 

^  House,    Pitt,    Fox,    Burke,  Palmerston, 


761 


Finance 


{COMMONS} 


Bai 


752 


Peel,  Disraeli,  Gladstone,  John  Bright, 
and  my  personal  friend  Henry  Richards, 
deHvered  their  orations,  I  tremble  at 
having  to  addres  this  assembly.  I 
would  muchhave  preferred  to  address  an 
empty  House,  and  to  speak  only  to  you, 
Mr.  Speaker.  But  the  fates  have  ruled 
otherwise,  and  I  can  assure  you  it  is  a 
^eat  ordeal  to  address  you  for  the  first 
time.  I  feel  very  much  as  if  I  were 
-about  to  shoot  Niagara.  But  I  must 
make  an  allusion  or  two  to  the  Colonial 
Secretary.  In  speaking  of  Sir  D.  Bar- 
bour's Report  I  think  he  made  one  or 
two  mistakes.  If  I  am  wrong,  I  am  sure 
he  will  correct  me.  He  said  that  of  the 
£3,341,000,  the  gold- mining  companies 
would  indirectly  pay  the  greater  part. 
I  should  like  to  know  some  day  whether 
they  paid  the  £1,100,000  customs  duties, 
or  Post  Office  £135,000,  or  telegraph 
returns  £84,000,  or  the  profit  on  the 
Netherlands  Railway,  £375,000,  There 
are  other  items  to  which  I  might  refer, 
and,  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  does 
.not  give  me  an  answer,  I  will  ask  a  ques- 
tion on  these  points.  He  also  said  that 
new  war  taxes  had  been  imposed  to  the 
extent  of  £25,000,000  annually.  I  take 
it  that  the  new  war  taxes  imposed  last 
year  were  to  the  extent  of  £12,000,000, 
and  this  year  also  they  amount  to 
£12,000,000,  so  I  presume  he  made  a 
mistake  in  saying  '*  annually."  If  I 
am  wrong,  doubtless  he  will  correct  me. 

I  am  greatly  troubled  about  this 
Budget.  £187,000,000  is  demanded 
from  us,  or,  without  the  war  expenditure 
in  Africa  and  China,  £130,000,000. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has 
been  patient,  and  courteous,  and  so  far 
he  has  piloted  this  Bill  through  Parlia- 
ment very  successfully.  But  at  the 
same  time  he  appears  to  me  to  be  some- 
thing of  a  prodigal.  He  spoke  for  economy, 
but  he  practises  prodigahty.  He  objects 
to  some  of  these  terrible  expenses : 
then  why  does  he  not  follow  the  example 

'  of  Lord  Randolph  Churchill  and  resign  1 
If^everjthere  was  a  prodigal  who  wandered 

•  from  the  house  of  economy  and  wasted 
the  money  of  the  nation  in  riotous 
Uving,  it  is, the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. If  he  has  repented,  let  him  say 
so,  and  we  will  gladly  kill  the  fatted 
calf.  In  looking  through  this  terrible 
Budget  I  find  that  the  great  increase 
of  expenditure  is  in  connection  with  the 

Mr.  Alfred  Davies. 


Navy  and  the  Army.  John  Bright 
wrote  a  very  straight  letter  in  1879, 
in  which  he  said  that  if  Parliament  would 
keep  out  of  foreign  broils,  if  it  would 
conduct  the  Government  of  the  country 
at  an  expense  of  £60,000,000  instead  of 
£80,000,000  in  the  year,  if  it  would 
devote  its  time  and  labour  to  questions 
of  home  interests  rather  than  to  those 
which  involved  the  sacrifice  of  the  blood 
and  treasure  of  the  people  in  remote 
lands,  he  might  have  hoped  indeed  that 
Pariiament  would  serve  the  nation  in 
times  of  depression,  and  we  should  find 
that  such  times  of  suffering  would  visit 
us  more  rarely.  I  wish  hon.  Members 
opposite  would  take  that  letter  to  heart. 
£60,000,000,  said  John  Bright,  but 
the  Government  are  now  spend- 
ing that  sum  on  the  Army  and 
Navy  alone.  Do  hon.  Members  re- 
member that  in  1895  the  Budget  of  the 
Liberal  Government  came  to  only 
£96,000,000,  and  that  only  £18,000,000 
was  spent  on  the  Army,  and,  I  think, 
£18,000,000  on  the  Navy  ?  I  am  not  a 
pro-Boer,  neither  am  I  a  Little  Englander. 
Does  the  Colonial  Secretary  agree  to 
that  1  If  he  does,  why  did  he  write  a 
letter  to  my  constituents  telling  them 
not  to  vote  for  me,  because  if  they  did 
it  would  be  a  vote  for  the  Pro-Boer  and 
Little  Englander  party  1  Perhaps  he  will 
tell  me  one  day  when  we  are  discussing 
this  subject. 

At  the  elexjtion  I  pledged  myself  to 
support  the  Government  in  every  way  in 
securing  an  efficient  Navy.  I  am  like 
Richard  Cobden  in  that  respect,  for  he 
said  that  he  would  spend  £100,000,000 
in  order  to  maintain  the  supremacy  of 
the  Navy.  Our  existence  as  an  Emjare 
depends  on  the  Navy.  In  time  of  war 
if  we  lost  the  command  of  the  sea  we 
should  be  starved  into  submissioa 
It»  is  most  important  that  we  should 
have  a  Navy  to  compete  with  any  other 
two  powers.  The  Government  want 
£30,000,000  for  the  Navy.  I  have 
looked  into  the  statistics,  and  I  find  that 
Russia,  France,  and  Germany,  combined 
spend  about  £26,000,000  on  their 
navies.  It  is  important  that  we  should 
spend  sufficient  on  our  Navy,  but  what 
is  more  important  is  that  we  should 
have  to  control  the  Navy  men  with 
practical  brain  power.  What  do  we 
find  1    When  we  commenced  this  war, 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


753 


Finance 


{17  July  1901} 


Bin. 


754 


the  powers  at  the  Admiralty  were  at 
fault  with  regard  to  transports ;  they 
did  not  act  in  a  business-hke  way.  You 
may  spend  as  much  money  as  you  like,  but 
if  you  do  not  have  capable  men  at  the 
head  of  affairs  it  is  waste.  I  have  been  in 
a  perplexed  state  of  mind  for  some  time 
as  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Navy.  We 
found  the  Army  most  inefficient.  What 
proof  have  we  that  the  Navy  is  efficient  ? 
If  we  unfortunately  should  be  at  war, 
what  proof  have  we  that  our  men-of-war 
would  not  be  shattered  by  the  guns  of 
the  enemy,  that  our  boilers  would  be  in 
good  condition,  our  coal  supply  ample, 
and  our  guns  up-to-date  ?  The  Govern- 
ment has  failed  us  in  connection  with  the 
War  Department.  No  one  can  deny 
there  was  a  complete  failure  at  the 
beginning  of  the  war.  We  have  been  told 
that  we  are  to  have  an  inquiry,  but  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  whenever  I 
ask  him  a  question  about  it,  gets  cross 
with  me.  I  have  never  yet  heard  what 
is  to  be  done  with  those  incapable  beings 
who  mismanaged  the  war  in  its  early 
stages.  Are  they  to  be  cashiered  1  Or 
are  they  to  have  titles  conferred  on  them  ? 
What  is  to  be  done  with  them  ?  I  feel 
that  we  ought  to  carry  on  the  affairs  of 
the  State  in  a  business-like  way.  I  would 
give  anything  for  an  efficient  Navy,  but 
I  wiQ  not  vote  money  unless  I  am  assured 
that  the  Government  will  spend  it  wisely. 
Then  £30,000,000  also  is  wanted  for  the 
Army.  I  am  opposed  to  this,  and  have 
voted  against  it  at  every  opportunity. 
Why  do  you  want  this  money  ?  To  make 
England  a  military  Power.  What  does 
that  mean  1  That  if  we  have  a  quarrel 
with  an  adjoining  nation  you  will  fire  off 
your  guns  at  once.  You  are  more  likely 
to  go  to  war  if  you  make  England  a 
military  nation  than  you  otherwise 
would  be.  The  army  expenditure  of 
Russia  is  £30,000,000;  of  Germany, 
£32,000,000;  of  France,  £27,000,000. 
You  are  endeavouring  to  make 
England  a  military  nation  as  great 
aa,  or  greater  than,  any  of  those  Powers. 
The  nation  does  not  want  to  be  a  military 
Power.  The  whole  nation — man,  woman 
and  child—is  prepared  to  fight  in  a 
righteous  cause,  and  in  the  old  days 
women  did  fight.  I  will  tell  you  what 
you  can  do.  You  ask  for  six  army  corps. 
You  can  reduce  that  six  at  once  to  three 
if  you  satisfy  Ireland. 


*Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  oider !  We 
are  now  on  the  Finance  Bill,  and  the  hon. 
Member,  having  discussed  the  organisa- 
tion of  the  Army  and  the  Navy,  is  not,  I 
hope,  going  on  to  Home  Rule. 

Mr.  ALFRED  DAVIES :  If  in  order, 
I  was  going  to  say  that  if  the  Government 
redressed  the  grievances  of  Wales  and 
made  the  people  of  London  contented 
by  having  them  properly  housed, 
they  would  have  a  united  nation,  which 
would  rise  as  one  man  if  the  country  was 
attacked  or  the  Empire  threatened. 
Am  I  in  order.  Sir  ?  (Laughter.)  I  hope 
the  House  will  be  serious,  as  I  represent 
the  stately  town  of  Carmarthen  and  the 
important  business  town  of  Llanelly.  I 
want  now  to  refer  to  the  taxation.  It  is 
necessary  to  have  war  taxation,  but  what 
I  complain  of  is  that  the  greater  portion  of 
it  is  put  on  the  working  classes.  You 
put  2d.  on  tea.  Is.  on  beer,  6d.  on  spirits, 
something  else  on  tobacco,  4s.  2d.  on 
sugar,  and  Is.  on  exported  coal — all  of 
which  aflfect  the  working  classes.  Why 
do  you  tax  the  working  classes  so  heavily  ? 
They  are  prepared  to  pay  their  fair  share, 
but  they  ought  not  to  be  made  to  pay 
more.  If  there  was  a  working  man  in 
the  Cabinet  to  take  up  their  cause  there 
would  never  be  such  taxes  imposed.  About 
one-half  of  the  £2,000,000,  which  sum  Mr^ 
Chancellor  stated  would  be  raised  by  the 
export  duty  on  coal,  will  fall  on  Wales. 
W^hat  has  Wales  done  1  When  Wales 
asks  for  special  legislation  you  turn  a  deaf 
ear.  Why  do  you  not  disregard  her 
now  1  According  to  her  population 
Wales  should  pay  only  about  £80,000  of 
this  tax.  At  the  last  General  Election 
Wales  was  the  only  bright  Liberal  spot. 
All  went  to  the  bad  except  Wales.  I 
wonder  whether  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  thought  he  would  pay  them 
out  1  I  think  he  is  too  high-minded  for 
that,  but  I  hope  he  will  give  some 
explanation. 

We  must  look  at  this  Budget  in  a 
broad  light.  A  Budget  of  £187,000,000 
means  danger  ahead.  The  country  can- 
not stand  it.  But  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  is  master  of  all  on  that  side  of 
the  House.  He  hotly  uses  the  closure, 
and  by  depriving  private  Members  of 
their  Parhamentary  rights  is  rapidly 
reducing  them  to  the  condition  of  the 
"Pedarii"  of  the  ancient  Roman 
Senate.    He  has  only  to  bri 
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hands.  It  is  the  Boers  themselves  who 
have  to  decide  whether  annexation  is  to 
become  an  accomplished  fact.  We  are 
now  familiar  with  the  fact  that  annexa- 
tion, disguise  it  as  you  may,  will  not  be 
accepted  by  the  Boer  population  in  South 
Africa.  What  is  the  alternative'?  Either  to 
withdraw  the  proclamation  or  continue 
to  sacrifice  200  or  300  lives  per  week. 
The  money  expended  in  connection  with 
this  war  does  not  appeal  to  me  in  the 
slightest  degree.  The  loss  of  life,  terrible 
as  it  may  be,  would  not  appeal  to  me  if 
those  lives  were  being  lost  in  a  righteous 
cause.  But  it  is  terrible  to  think  that  our 
brothers  and  our  sons  are  sacrificing 
their  lives  in  South  Africa  in  a  cause 
which,  instead  of  bringing  honour  to 
this  country,  is  bringing  dishonour, 
because  of  the  policy  we  are  carrying  out. 
And  all  this  is  being  done  to  enable  cer- 
tain men  to  become  richer  than  they 
otherwise  would  but  for  this  war.  We 
are  able  now  to  look  somewhat  calmly 
upon  this  expenditure,  but  the  time  is 
near  at  hand  when  this  expenditure  of 
£100,000,000  a  year  will  be  a  serious 
matter  for  our  trade  and  commerce. 
There  is  not  a  business  man  who  does 
not  know  that  we  are  rapidly  hastening 
to  a  crisis  in  trade  compared  with  which 
all  former  crises  will  pall.  When  that 
time  comes  this  nation  will  find  that  the 
expenditure  which  is  now  being  piled 
up  will  hang  as  a  millstone  round  our 
necks,  and  will  tend  to  add  to  the  gloom 
and  the  distress  which  depression  in 
trade  never  fails  to  bring  along  with  it. 
It  has  been  said  that  this  war  is  approved 
of  by  the  working  classes,  but  I  venture 
to  say  that  six  months  hence  thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands  of  those  same 
working  men  will  be  vainly  begging  **  a 
brother  of  the  earth  to  give  them  leave 
to  toil.''  They  will  then  realise  what 
Imperialism  means. 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  reply  to  the  peculiar  opinions 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  Merthyr  has 
just  expressed,  or  to  the  random  charges 
he  has  made  in  reference  to  almost  every 
question  connected  with  the  Transvaal. 

Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE:  I  have  made 
no  random  charges.  I  am  prepared  to 
substantiate  every  statement  I  have  made. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  :  I  think  the 
value  of  the  charges  made  by  the  hon. 
Mr.  Kdr  Ilardie. 


Member  may  best  be  ^uged  by  the 
statement  ho  made  that  British  rule  in 
India  had  been  a  grave  disaster  to  that 
country.  I  shall  not  waste  the  time  of  the 
House  in  replying  to  such  charges  as  that. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Oldham  charged  me 
with  resenting  the  intrusion  of  matters 
connected  with  the  war  into  this  debate. 
I  have  no  right  to  resent  their  intrusion, 
for  I  know  too  well,  and  no  one  knows 
better,  how  grave  are  the  financial  diffi- 
culties which  South  African  affairs  have 
caused ;  but  this  I  will  say  —  that 
I  think  the  debate  has  been 
somewhat  remarkable  for  a  debate  on  the 
Third  Reading  of  a  Finance  Bill.  This 
discussion  of  matters  connected  with  the 
war  is  apt  to  generate  a  heat  in  this 
House  to  which  even  the  discussion  on  the 
coal  duty  cannot  be  compared.  We  have 
had,  I  am  bound  to  say,  a  more  peaceful 
discussion  than  I  have  known  in  the 
course  of  the  present  session  upon  the 
war,  but  I  cannot  think  that  it  has 
been  very  relevant  to  the  Bill  now  before 
the  House.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Monmouth,  followed 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Dumfries,  went  at  length  into  anticipa- 
tions of  the  future  of  the  Transvaal,  of 
the  financial  conditions  which  might 
obtain  there,  and  of  the  burdens  which 
those  conditions  might  cast  on  this 
country.  I  do  not  deny  the  importance 
of  those  considerations,  but  how  thev  can 
be   connected  with    the  Budget  of  the 

? resent  year  is  a  matter  which  I  confess 
hardly  understand. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  dealt  with  that 
matter  at  considerable  length  in  his 
Budget  speech. 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  That  was 
done  in  consequence  of  the  promise  which 
I  made  to  the  House  that  I  would  make 
some  statement  upon  the  chance  of 
obtaining  some  repayment  from  the 
Transvaal  of  the  sums  we  had  borrowed 
for  the  war,  which  is  a  matter  not 
directly  connected  with  the  Finance  Bill. 
I  made  that  statement,  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  read  passages  from  it  to 
prove  his  own  contention  that  the  pro- 
spects of  such  repayment  are  not  probaole, 
but  I  did  not  connect  it  with  this  KIL 
I  do  not  say  that  in  any  degree  as 
attempting  to  blame  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man or  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Dmnfries.     All  I  would  say  is  that  their 
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observations  have  been  amply  replied  to 
by  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Uolonial 
Secretanr,  with  whose  views,  as  expressed 
to  day,  1  entirely  associate  myself. 

In  regard  to  the  Budget  itself,  there  has 
been  a  singular  absence  of  criticism.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Flintshire  and  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  North  Islington 
made  some  observations  on  the  subject  of 
the  income  tax.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Flint  referred  to  a  point  in  which  ho  has 
taken  a  great  interest  —  namely,  the 
effect  of  the  income  tax  on  the  poorer 
class  of  income-tax  payers — and  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  North  Islington 
showed,  I  think  plainly,  what  I  attempted 
to  show  to  the  House  the  other  day,  that 
it  was  not  fair,  in  talking  of  the  income 
tax,  to  speak  of  it  as  a  tax  that  was 
only  paid  by  the  wealthier  classes 
of  the  population,  but  that  the  income 
tax  is  very  largely  paid  by  persons 
of  very  moderate  means,  to  whom  an 
increase  in  :he  tax  is  a  very  serious 
matter.  The  hon.  Member  for  Flint,  I 
believe,  stated  that  I  had  made  a  pro- 
mise on  this  subject,  which  certainly  I 
do  not  remember.  I  think  he  stated  that 
I  had  promised,  in  the  course  of  next 
year,  to  propose  to  Parliament  some 
alteration  in  the  amount  of  taxation 
under  the  income  tax  on  the  smaller  in- 
comes as  compared  with  the  larger  ones. 
I  made  no  such  promise.  What  I  did 
say  was  that  if  an  income  tax  of  Is.  2d. 
in  the  £  became  part  of  our  perma- 
nent taxation,  then,  undoubtedly,  the 
question  would  have  to  be  considered  of 
its  incidence  upon  the  poorer  class  of  in- 
come-tax payers,  and  that  I  did  not  think 
that  any  alleviation  to  them  could  be 
obtainea  by  any  change  in  the  system  of 
our  income  tax,  but  that  it  ought  to  be 
sought  rather  by  some  compensatory 
taxation  upon  the  wealthier  classes  of 
quite  another  kind.  There  is  one 
criticism  which  has  been  made  on  the 
Budget  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Monmouth,  and  en- 
forced by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Dumfries,  and  that  is  that  we  have 
cast  our  burdens  on  posterity,  and  have 
laid  practically  none  on  the  present 
generation.  Anyone  who  has  sat,  as  I 
nave  had  to  sit,  and  listened  to  the 
objections  from  the  other  side  of  the 
House  to  the  taxation  which  we  have 
imposed,  will  be  astounded  at  that  con- 
tention. The  sugar  duty  was  objected 
to  over  and  over  again  by  the  bulk  of 
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hon.  Members  opposite  as  a  duty  that 
imposed  a  very  serious  and  injurious 
burden  on  the  poor ;  while  as  to  the  coal 
duty,  we  know  very  well  how  that  was 
denounced  as  likely  to  close  many  mines 
and  ruin  the  miners,  and  reduce  the 
mining  districts  to  such  a  condition  as  they 
had  never  known  in  the  history  of  this 
country.  And  yet  I  am  told  that,  having 
proposed  this  taxation,  I  am  casting  all 
the  burdens  of  the  war,  and  of  the  increase 
in  the  ordinary  expenditure  of  the  country, 
on  posterity,  and  have  not  the  courage 
to  face  the  taxation  of  the  present  genera- 
tion. With  that  exception,  I  do  not  think 
that  there  has  been  a  single  criticism  of 
the  Budget  in  the  course  of  this  debate. 
I  know  perfectly  well  that  that  is  not 
due  to  the  fact  that  every  hon. 
Member  approves  of  the  proposals  in 
the  Budget,  but  rather  to  the  fact  that 
hon.  Members  believe  that  the  Budget, 
in  itself,  has  already  been  sufficiently 
discussed.  I  think  they  feel — and 
some  of  them  have  expressed  that  view 
very  kindly,  that  I  have  endeavoured  as 
far  as  I  could,  consistently  with  the 
necessity  imposed  on  me  as  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  to  obtain  a  considerable 
amount  of  new  taxation,  to  meet  their 
objections — that,  as  a  whole,  the  Budget 
as  it  now  stands  in  the  Bill  which  I  ask 
the  House  to  read  a  third  time  is  less 
objectionable  than  it  was  in  the  shape  in 
which  it  was  introduced  to  the  House.  I 
have  only,  in  conclusion 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  not  said  what 
he  proposes  to  do  in  regard  to  the  deficit 
on  the  coal  duty. 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  asks  me  what  I  am  going 
to  do  with  what  he  is  pleased  to  call  the 
deficit  upon  the  coal  duty.  I  think  it  is 
a  little  hard  to  speak  of  a  reduction 
of  the  tax  as  a  deficit.  I  assented 
to  that  reduction  after  hearing  the 
views  of  those  who  were  interested  in  the 
trade  as  to  the  effect  of  the  duty  as 
originally  proposed,  and  it  was  ac- 
cepted as  a  great  concession  by  hon. 
Members.  Therefore  I  do  not  think 
"  deficit "  is  quite  the  proper  term  to 
apply  to  it.  In  the  course  of  the  present 
year  what  I  have  done  will  deprive 
me  of  something  like  £750,000  of 
revenue,  and  possibly  rather  more.  I 
cannot  at  present  say  how  much,  because 
one  does  not  know  how  the  exemption 
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of  existing  contracts  will  finally 
work  out.  But,  of  course,  the  bulk  of 
that  will  not  be  a  loss  to  the  revenue 
of  future  years.  The  yield  of  the  tax  this 
year  will  be  less  by  that  amount  than  I  had 
calculated.  But  I  do  not  propose  to  the 
House  any  taxation  to  take  the  place  of 
that  loss.  I  have  taken  powers  in  the 
Loan  Bill  to  borrow,  as  the  House  is 
aware,  some  £19,000,000  more  than  the 
Estimates  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House 
require,  and  the  loss  from  the  coal  duty 
will  be  made  up  out  of  the  margin  of  the 
loan. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  :   Then 
you  will  borrow  it  ? 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  The  effect 
will  be  that  there  will  be  less  raised  by 
taxation   and  more    by  borrowing  than 
I   had  anticipated.      I  should  just   like 
to    say   that    I     demur  to   the   figures 
of   the  hon.  and    learned    Member    for 
Dumfries.     He  tried  to  make  out  that  all 
the  taxation   that  had  gone  to  the  war 
was  £12,500,000.     The  £12,500,000  put 
on  last  year  was  also  put  on  this  year. 
In  the  second   place,  he  says    we  shall 
want  this  £12,500,000  for  the  ordinary 
expenditure  this  year,  and  that  conse- 
quently we  shall  only  take  for  the  war 
the  sum   of  £12,500,000.      That  is  an 
unfair  representation  of  the  facts.     The 
facts  are,  as  I  stated  to  the  House  at  an 
earlier  period  of  these  discussions,  that 
during  the    period  over  which  the  war 
has  lasted  we  shall  have  provided  from 
the  Revenue  as  received  in  the  two  past 
years  and   as  estimated  this  year  some- 
thing like  £45,000,000  in  all  towards  the 
cost  of  the  war.  I  entirely  differ  from  hon. 
Members     who    argue    that     the     only 
taxation   which    should    be    counted    as 
applicable  to  the  war  is  the  new  taxation 
which  I  have  proposed.   We  had  a  surplus 
of    more     than     £9,000,000     the    year 
before  last,  which  went  to  the  war,  and 
that  came  as  much  out  of  the  pockets  of 
the  taxpayers  as  any  new  taxation  will 
do.  I  have  only,  in  conclusion,  to  express 
my  thanks  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Monmouth,  and  to 
other  hon.  Members  who  have  been  good 
enough  to  speak  far  too   flatteringly  of 
my    conduct    of    this    Bill.       I     have, 
on  my  part,   to  thank   the    House  on 
both  sides  for  the  manner  in  which  my 
proposals,  which  I  know  are  full  of  diffi- 
culties, which  I  know  are  open  to  criti- 
cism, and  which  I  know  are  opposed  by 

Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach. 


strong  and  well-organised  interests,  have 
been  discussed  in  this  House.  We 
have  been  able,  thanks,  I  think,  to 
fair  dealing  by  all  hon.  Members  in  the 
matter,  to  pass  the  Finance  Bill  so  far 
without  recourse  to  the  closure.  I 
confess  that,  to  me,  is  a  very  great  satis- 
faction, and  I  hope  I  may  ask  hon.  Mem- 
bers now  to  conclude  the  debate  on  the 
Bill  and  give  it  the  Third  Reading. 

Mr.   WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.) :  I  am  not  disposed  to  offer  any  oppo- 
sition to  the  suggestion  of  the  Chancellor 
of    the  Exchequer  that    he  should    be 
allowed   without  the  application  of  the 
closure  to  obtain  the  Third   Reading  of 
this  Bill.    I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  think 
there  are  other  hon.  Gentlemen  on  these 
benches  who  consider  it  their  duty  to 
protest  against  this  Bill,  and  I  do  not 
think  the  discussion  ought  to  be  closured. 
I  do  not  think  that  it  is  an  unreasonable 
thing   that  the   Chancellor  of   the    Ex- 
chequer should  have  to   listen  to  some 
extent  to  the  opinions  of  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers on  this  matter.    This  afternoon  there 
has  not  been  a  single  voice  raised  from 
Ireland  with  regard  to  this  Bill.    Speeches 
have  been  delivered  by  English  and  Scotch 
Members,   and   I  think  it  would  be  an 
extraordinary   thing  if   a  division   were 
taken  without  at  least  one  voice  being 
raised  as  a  protest  from  Ireland  against 
the  proposals  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the   Chancellor   of    the    Exchequer.      I 
regard  the  whole  of  the  Budget  proposals 
with   mixed  feelings  of  indignation  and 
pleasure.      As   an    Irish    Member  I  am 
indignant  that  the  Irish  people  should  be 
called    upon   to   pay   a   single   sixpence 
towords  the  increased  taxation  proposed 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.   The 
whole    of    this    expenditure    has    been 
brought  about  by  the  policy  of  the  right 
hon.   Gentleman  the  Colonial   Secretary 
who  spoke  this  afternoon,  and  however 
the  English  and  the  Scotch  people  may 
regard   the  war  policy  of  tne  Colonial 
Secretary,  I  defy  anybody  to  deny  that 
from  one  end  of  Ireland  to  the  other  that 
policy  is  hated,  and  detested,  and  loathed, 
and  it  has  been  protested  against  by  the 
Irish  people  and  their  representatives  in 
this  House  from  the  very  moment  when 
war  was  declared. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Bel- 
fast, S.) :  Not  from  Belfast. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  The  hon. 
Member  opposite  has  interrupted  me  in 
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order  to  say  that  Belfast  approves  of  this 
war  policy.  I  venture  to  say  that  if  the 
people  of  Belfast,  and  even  the  Orange- 
men, were  canvassed  as  to  their  opinion  of 
the  policy  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  their 
opinion  would  be  found  to  be  absolutely 
^igainst  it.  Whatever  regard  the  people 
of  Belfast  may  have  for  Lord  Salisbury 
and  other  members  of  the  Cabinet — and 
-the  people  of  Belfast  are  the  most 
narrow-minded  and  the  most  bigoted 
in  the  country — they  have  got  nothing 
l)ut  the  utmost  contempt  for  the  policy 
•of  the  Colonial  Secretary. 

Mr.  A\aLLIAM  JOHNSTON:  I 
•deny  it. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  Almost 
one-half  of  the  representatives  of  the 
north  of  Ireland  are  sitting  on  these 
benches,  and  they  have  consistently 
spoken  against  the  war.  There  are  a 
certain  number  of  people  in  the  north  of 
Ireland  who  have  more  or  less  supported 
the  ivar,  but  as  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Belfast  has  intervened  with  what  is  prac- 
tically a  challenge  to  me,  I  make  this 
statement,  that  when  volunteers  were 
called  for  amongst  the  men  of  the  Irish 
regiments  of  Militia  it  was,  unfortunately, 
the  men  from  the  south,  the  west,  and 
the  east  of  Ireland  who  volunteered  for 
active  service.  There  was  not  a  single 
Militia  re^ment  from  the  province  of 
Ulster  which  volunteered  to  go  to  the 
front. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON:  I  must 
•contradict  that  statement. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  There 
may  have  been  a  single  exception  to  that 
rule,  but  I  say  without  fear  of  contradic- 
tion that  my  statement  is  perfectly 
accurate,  and  that  the  people  in  the 
North  who  are  so  fond  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary  confined  their  demonstrations 
to  the  streets  of  Belfast,  and  took  good 
care  not  to  go  to  the  front  where  there 
was  a  chance  of  getting  shot.  It  is 
iibsurd  for  the  hon.  Member  for  Belfast 
to  interrupt  me  when  I  say  that  the  Irish 
people  are  against  this  war.  I  speak  of 
the  overwhelming  majority  of  the  Irish 
people,  and  I  say  without  fear  of  contra- 
^ction  that  the  policy  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary  all  through  this  war  is  hated 
«nd  condemned  by  the  Irish  people.  It 
IB  a  monstrous  thing,  and  one  of 
the  most  outrageously  unjust  things 
which  Ireland   has    ever  si&ered,   that 


at  the  end  of  practically  two  years 
the  Irish  people  should  be  called  upon  to 
consent  to  the  continuance  of  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
which  have  been  necessitated  by  the  war 
policy  of  the  Colonial  Secretary,  and  the 
carrying  on  of  a  bloody  campaign  in 
South  Africa.  At  everv  stage  of  the 
proposals  made  by  the  (Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  I  myself  have  made  a  protest. 
I  protested  at  the  very  first  against  this 
war,  and  I  heartily  and  thoroughly  agree 
with  the  statement  made  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Merthyr  that  there  never 
can  be  any  hope  of  an  end  to  this  in- 
I  creased  taxation  or  any  chance  of  a  final 
settlement  in  any  part  of  South  Africa 
^  imtil  the  preposterous  claim  to  include 
I  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  Free  State  in 
I  the  British  Empire  is  abandoned  once 
I  and  for  all,  and  until  those  two  countries 
I  are  allowed  to  be  governed  as  was  pro- 
I  vided  by  our  conventions  with  them. 
(  The  Colonial  Secretary,  in  the  feeble 
I  reply  he  made  to  the  speech  of  the  right 
I  hon.  Member  for  West  Monmouthshire, 
I  tried  to  ride  oflf  on  a  side  issue  by  drawing 
a  parallel  between  Egypt  and  the  Trans- 
vaal and  Orange  Free  State.  The 
Colonial  Secretary  said  that  when  the 
occupation  of  Egypt  was  first  decided 
upon  it  was  predicted  that  it  would 
result  in  a  great  loss  of  money  and 
prestige  to  the  people  of  this  country, 
and  he  quoted  papers  to  show  that 
the  revenue  and  the  population  of  Egypt 
since  the  British  occupation  had  increa^led. 
While  the  Colonial  Secretary  was 
bra^ng  about  this  I,  as  an  Irish  Member, 
could  not  help  thinking  that,  whatever 
was  the  effect  of  British  rule  in  Egypt,  in 
Ireland  under  British  rule  the  population 
has  decreased,  and  year  after  year  the 
taxation  had  gone  up.  I  ask  any  hon. 
member  in  this  House  if  he  considers  it  is 
a  straightforward  thing  for  a  man  in  the 
pobition  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  to 
endeavour  to  lead  the  people  in  this 
country  to  believe  that  after  the  lapse  of 
time  there  will  ever  be  in  the  Transvaal 
or  the  Orange  Free  State  the  same  state 
of  things  which  at  present  prevails  in 
Egypt.  The  circumstances  are  totally 
different.  I  admit  that  in  Egypt  the 
population  has  increased  and  the  finances 
are  in  a  better  condition,  but  I  say  that 
there  is  absolutely  no  parallel  between  the 
case  of  EOTpt  and  that  of  the  Transvaal 
and  the  Grange  Free  State,  unless  you 
abandon  this    wretched    and   miaeiabk 
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attempt  to  govern  the  people  against  their 
will.  Unless  you  do  this  you  will  have 
for  this  and  for  many  generations  to  come 
Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer  coming 
■down  to  this  House,  as  the  present  Chan- 
cellor comes  down,  and  making  proposals 
of  this  kind  to  the  poople  of  this  country 
to  support  British  rule  in  South  Africa. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Monmouthshire  said  that 
the  Government  were  not  acting 
honestly  in  this  matter,  and  that 
almost  the  total  cost  of  the  war 
was  being  raised  by  means  of  loans.  The 
Government  dare  not  go  to  the  British 
people  and  ask  them  to  provide  the 
i60,000,000  which  they  are  asking  for  in 
the  Loan  Bill.  You  are  deceiving  the 
people  as  to  what  this  war  is  really  cost- 
ing, and  when  they  thoroughly  under- 
43tand  the  burden  which  has  been  placed 
upon  them,  I  venture  to  say  that  the 
Colonial  Secretary  and  all  his  actions  in 
connection  with  this  war  will  be  con- 
demned and  detested  by  British  people 
as  much  as  he  is  now  condemned  and 
detested  by  the  Irish  people,  and  that  is 
fiaying  a  good  deal.  I  remember  when 
the  Colonial  Secretary  made  his  first 
speech  after  the  declaration  of  this  war 
nearly  two  years  ago.  He  made  his 
usual  remarks  about  the  people  of  this 
<jountry  being  in  favour  of  the  war,  and 
he  predicted  that  it  would  cost  very  little 
and  that  it  would  soon  be  over,  and  he 
<5oncluded  his  speech  by  quoting  some 
poetry.  I  notice  that  latterly  he  has 
Deen  dropping  into  poetry  again.  In 
my  opinion  poetry  is  the  last  refuge  of 
an  orator  who  has  nothing  else  to  say 


upon  a  subject.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man called  upon  the  God  of  Battles  to 
declare  that  this  war  was  a  just  war,  but 
how  have  your  arms  fared  in  South 
Africa  ?  You  have  in  the  field  fifty  men 
to  one  against  these  brave  farmers,  and 
still  to-day  they  are  holding  you  at  bay. 
[An  Hon. Member:  Where?  and  laughter.] 
I  notice  some  hon.  Members  are  laugh- 
ing, but  the  military  men  opposite  who 
have  returned  from  South  Africa  are  not 
laughing.  With  all  your  immense  army 
and  the  resources  of  the  largest  empire 
the  world  has  ever  seen,  you  are  still 
unable  to  beat  these  people  down.  This 
is  because  the  God  of  Battles,  to  whom 
the  Colonial  Secretary  appealed,  is  on  the 
side  of  these  people.  The  God  of  Battles 
is  stronger  and  more  powerful  than  this 
empire,  and  while  I  protest  against  the 
expense  of  this  war  from  an  Irish  point 
of  view,  I  am  glad  that  the  British  people 
are  being  made  to  pay  for  the  greatest 
crime  that  was  ever  perpetrated  in  the 
name  of  England  or  of  the  British 
people.  As  this  is  the  last  occasion 
upon  which  we  shall  have  an  opportunity 
of  speaking  before  this  Bill  becomes 
law,  I  wish  to  declare  from  my  place 
in  this  House  that  I  believe  that  the 
Boer  Republic  \*ill  be  free  and  enjoy 
independent  self-government  in  the  near 
future  when  the  masses  of  the  people 
of  this  country  will  curse  the  very 
name  of  the  Colonial  Secretary. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  291 ;  Noes, 
121.     (Division  List  No.  339.) 


Aoland-Hood,  Capt.  Sir  A.  F. 
A^ew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Aird,  §ir  John 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope* 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,  Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,Rt.Hon.A.J.  (Manch'r 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Hornsey) 
Balfour,Rt.HnGeraldW.(Leed8 
Biilfour,MajK.R.(Chri8tohuroh 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Bathur8t,Hon.Allen  Benjamin 

Mr.  WiLlicm  Redmond. 


AYES. 

Beach,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bri8tol) 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bigwood,  James 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Boulnois,  Edmund 
Bowles,  Capt.  H.  F.  (Middlesex 
Bowles,  T.Gib8on(King*8Lynn) 
Braissey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St  John 
Brookfield,  Colonel  Montagu 
Brown,  Alexander  H.(Shropsh. 
Bull,  William  James 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Campbell,Rt.Hn.  J.  A.(Gla8gow 


Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Gavendish.V.CW.  (Derbyshire 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  WiUiiNn 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,Rt.  Hon.  J  (Binn. 
Chamberlain,  J.  Austen(  Worc*r 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
CoghiU,  Douglas  Hariy 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt  Hon.  Jesse 
CJolomb,Sir  John  CharlesReady 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
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Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Crossdey,  Sir  Savile 
Cust,  Henry  John  C. 
Dalkeith,  Eari  of 
Davia,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Dewar,T.R.(T*rH'ml*t8,S.Geo. 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  Fred  D. 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Doxford,  Sir  Waiiam  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Duming-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Dyke.Rt.  Hon.  Sir  William  H. 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Erans,  Sir  F.  H.  (Maidstone) 
Fardell,  SirT.  George 
Farquharson,  Dr.  FU)bert 
FelloweSyHon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
Fergu8Son,RtHonSirJtM'nc*r) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fwher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,SirRob^t  Penrose- 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Fitzroy  ,H  on.  EdwardAlgemon 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,   Ernest 
Foster,PhilipS.iWarwiok,S.W. 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gibbs,Hon.A.GH(CityofLond. 
Gordon,Hn.  J.E.(Elgin&  Nairn 
Gordon,MajEvaiis-(TVH*mlets 
Gorst,  Rt  Hon  .Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,  Hon.GeorgeJoachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,SirEW(B*ryS.Edm'nds 
Greene,HenryD.(Shrewsbury) 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hain,  Edward 

Hamilton,Marq.  of  ( V  donderry  \ 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  William 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,  Arthur  Howard(  Han,ey 
Heath,  James  ( Staff ords.  N.W. 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Higginbottom,  S.  W. 
Hoare,Edw.Brodie(Hampstead 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhou8e,Henry  (8omer8et,E. 
Hope,J.P.(8heffield,  Brightside 
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Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Horner,  Frederick  William 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Howarcl,John(Kent,Fversh*m 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jes8el,Captain  Herbert  Merton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kemp,  George 

Kenyon,Hon.Geo.T.  (Denbigh) 
Kine,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  George  S. 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Knowles,  Lees 

Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Lecky,  Rt.  Hn.  Wro.  Edw.  H. 
Lee,  ArthurH.  ( Hants,Fareham 
Lees,  Su*  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leveson-Gower,  Fred.  N.  S. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Long,Col.Charles  W.(  Evesham 
Long,Rt  Hn.Walter(Bristol,S. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
liOwther,  C.  (Cumb.  £Iskdale) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  (Dol.  Francis  1  Lowestoft) 
Lucas,  ReginaldJ.^  Portsmouth 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
^lacartney,  Rt  Hn.  W.  G.  E. 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M* Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Cahnont,Col.H.B.L.tCambs. 
M*  Iver,SirLewi8(  Edinburgh  W 
M'Killop,James  (StirUngshire) 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Massey -Main waring,  Hn.  W.F. 
Mather,  William 
Maxwell,  W.J.H(  Dumfriesshire 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Moles  worth.  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Montagu, HonJ.  Scott  (Hants.) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  Robert  J.  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (MonmHhsh.) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morris,  Hon.  Martin  Henry  F. 
Morrbon,  James  Archibald 
Morton,ArthurH.'  A.  (Deptford 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  Rt  Hon.  A.  G.(Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  ^Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Newdigate,  Francis  Alexander 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Grr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
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Peel,Hn.Wm.  Robert  Wellesley 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkmgton,  Lieut- CoLRichard 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Remnant,  James  Farqubanon 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Rickett  J.  Compton 
Ridley,Hon.  M.W.(Stalybridge 
Ridley,  S.  F.  (Bethnal*  Green) 
Ritchie,Rt.Hn.  Chas.Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
RoUeston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 
Round,  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
RusseU,  T.  W. 

SackviUe,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Saunderson,Ri.Hn.Ck)LEdw.J. 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Seely,Capt  J.E.B.(Isle  ofWight 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw-Stewart,M.  H.  (Renfrew 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (Strandf 
Spencer,  Ernest  ( W.  Bromwich 
Stanley,  Hn.  Arthur  ( Or  mskirk 
Stanley , Edw  ard  Jas.  ( Somerset 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Stroyan,  John 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charesl  Hedley 
Sturt  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(Oxf*dUniv. 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Wason,Eugene(Gackmannan) 
Wason,  JohnCathcart(Orkney 
Webb,  Colonel  William  George 
Welby,Lt.-Col.A.C.E.iTaunton 
Whiteley,H.(Ashton  und.Lyne 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,RtHnJ.Powell-(Birm 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley(York,E.  R.) 
Wilson,  Fred.  W.(  Norfolk,Mid. ) 
Wil«)n,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wilsoru  J,  W.  (Worcesters^^) 
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Wilson-Todd,  W.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,  RtHii.E.R.(Bath) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  Rt  Hon.  C.  B.Stuart- 


Wxightson,  Sir  Thomas 
WyKe,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 


the  House, 


m 


Younger,  'William 
Tellers     for     the 
j      Sir   William  Walrond    and 


Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong  |      Mr.  Anstruther. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,N.E.) 

Allen,Charles  P.(Glouo.,Stroud 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Bavley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Bell,  Richard 

Blake,  Edward 

Boland,  John 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 

Brigg,  John 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

Brown,  George  M.(  Edinburgh) 

Bryoe,  Rt.  Hon.  James 

Burke,  E.  Haviland- 

Burns,  John 

Burt,  Thomas 

Oaine,  William  Sproston 

Caldwell,  James 

Cameron,  Robert 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Carew,  James  Laurence 

Channing,  Francis  AUston 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Cogan,  Denis  J. 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Oaig,  Robert  Hunter 

Crean,  Eugene 

Crombie,  John  William 

Oullinan,  J. 

Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

Davies,M.yaughan-(Cardigan) 

Delany,  William 

Dewar,  John  A.  (Invemess-sh. 

Dillon,  John 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Duffy,  WiUiam  J. 

Enmiott.  Alfred 

Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 

Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ffrench,  Peter 


NOES. 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Furness,  Sir  Christopher 
Gilhooly,  James 
Grant,  Corrie 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Hardie,J.Keir(MerthyrTydvil) 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  CharlesH. 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife^  West) 
J  ones,DavidBryn  mor  ( Swansea 
Jones,  William(Carnarvonshire 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lambert,  George 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leamy,  Edmund 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Nolan,  Col.  J.  P.  (Galway,  N.) 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
0'Brlen,Kendal(Tipperai7,Mid 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  James(Wicklow,W. ) 


O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Donndl,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 
O'DonnelU  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
O'Kelly,  Jame8(RoscommonN 
O'MaUey,  William 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
O'Shee,  James  John 
Palmer,  Sir  CharlesM.  ( Durham 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  ( Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  li. 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
SuUivan,  Donal 
Tomkinson,  James 
Tully,  Jasper 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  N.) 
Whiteley,  Gea  (York,  WJC) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Wilson,  Chas.  Henry  (Hull,  W.) 
Wilson,  Henry,  J.(Yoiit,  WJL) 
Wilson,  John  (Ehirham,  Mid) 
Woodhouse,SirJ.T(HudderBPd 
Young,  Samuel 
YoxaU,  James  Henry 

Tbixers  for  the  Non- 
Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas  and  Mr. 
Taylor. 


Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

STOCKPORT    CORPORATION    WATER 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported,  with  Amendments;   report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

CHRIST'S    HOSPITAL    (LONDON) 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported,  with  Amendments;   report 
-to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

NEfF  BILL. 


PEERS  (ABOLITION  OF  PRIVILEGE). 
Bill  to  provide  for  the  abolition  of  the 
Privilege  of  Peerage  in  trials  for  treason 


or  felony,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  MacNeill,  Mr.  John  Redmond,  Mr. 
Dillon,  Mr.  Hemphill,  Mr.  Caine,  Mr. 
Power,  and  Mr.  Leamy. 


PEERS    (ABOLITION    OF    PRIVILEGE) 
BILL. 

"  To  provide  for  the  abolition  of  the 
Privilege  of  Peerage  in  trials  for  treason 
or  felony,"  presented  aocording,  and  read 
the  first  time;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  to-morrow,  and  to  be  printed.  [Kll 
268.] 

Adjourned  at  a  aoarter  bef«rt 
Six  of  the  clocL 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 


Thursday,  18/A  July,  1901. 


TRIAL  OF  EARL  RUSSELL. 
Garter  King  of  Anns  by  his  Deputy, 
Norroy  King  of  Arms,  permitted  to  come 
to  the  Table. 

House  called  over. 

House  adjourned  to  the  Itoyal  Gallery. 
Commission  appointing  a  Lord  High 
Steward  read.  Writ  of  Certiorari,  Re- 
turn, and  Indictment  read. 

I  Earl  Russell  brought  to  the  Bar  and 
;  arraigned  on  the  Indictment.  Objection 
'  taken  by  counsel  for  Earl  Russell  to  the  ■ 

said    Indictment;     objection   overruled. 
^  Then,  in  answer  to  the  arraignment,  the  ! 
said  Earl  pleads  "  guilty  "  to  the  felony  j 
whereof  he  stands  indicted.  I 

Counsel  heard  in  mitigation  of  the 
sentence. 

The  said  Earl  is  also  heard. 

House  adjourned  to  the  Chamber  of 
Parliament. 

Then  the  Bishops  deliver  a  protesta- 
tion and  desire  leave  to  be  absent  when 
judgment  is  given  upon  Earl  Russell; 
upon  which  leave  is  given. 

Sentence  considered. 

House  resumed  in  the  Royal  Gallery. 

Earl  Russell  brought  to  the  Bar  and 
informed  by  the  Lord  High  Steward  that 
the  sentence  of  the  House,  unanimously 
agreed  to,  was  that  he  be  imprisoned  for 
three  calendar  months  in  His  Majesty's 
Prison  at  HoUoway  as  an  offender  of  the 
First  Division. 

Ordered  That  John  Francis  Stanley 
Earl  Russell,  who  at  the  Bar  of  this 
House  has  pleaded  guilty  to  the  charge  of 
felony  bigamy,  be  imprisoned  in  His 
Majesty's  Prison  at  Holloway,  in  the 
county  of  London,  for  the  space  of  three 
calendar  months,  and  that  he  be  treated 
as  an  offender  of  the  First  Division. 

The  Conunission  was  then  dissolved. 

House  adjourned  during  pleasure. 

House  resumed. 

Ordered  that  the  proceedings  on  the 
trial  of  Earl  Russell  be  printed.  (No. 
165.) 

VOL.  XCVIL       [Fourth  Series.] 


Business.  774 

EARL  OF  LEITRIM. 
Petition  of  Charles  Earl  of  Leitrim,  in 
the  Peerage  of  Ireland,  and  Baron  Clements 
of  Kilmacrenan,  in  the  Peerage  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  claiming  a  right  to 
vote  at  the  elections  of  Representative 
Peers  for  Ireland ;  read,  referred  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor  to  consider  and  report 
'  thereupon  to  the  House. 

I  EARL  OF  CAVAN. 

j      Report  made  from  the  Lord  Chancellor, 

that  the  right  of  Frederic  Rudolph  Lam- 
!  bart,  Earl  of  Cavan,  to  vote  at  the  elec- 
j  tions  of  Representative  Peers  for  Ireland 
I  has  been  established  to  the  satisfaction  of 

the  Lord  Chancellor ;  read,  and  ordered 
,  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


OFFICE  OF 


LORD   GREAT 
LAIN. 


CHAMBER- 


Petition  of  Gilbert  Henrv  Heathcote- 
Drummond-Willoughby,  Earl  of  Ancaster, 
Baron  Willoughby  de  Eresby,  to  His 
Majesty,  praying  His  Majesty  that  it 
might  be  declared  that  he  and  his  heirs 
are  entitled  to  the  office  and  dignity  of 
Lord  Great  Chamberlain  of  England,  and 
that  if,  contrary  to  his  contention,  it 
should  appear  that  the  said  office  and 
dignity  are  in  abeyance  between  the 
co-heirs  of  Perefijrine  and  Robert,  Dukes 
of  Ancaster  and  Kesteven,  Barons 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  to  determine  such 
abeyance  in  favour  of  the  Petitioner  ;  and 
further  that,  if  His  Majesty  should  be 
pleased,  pendente  lik,  to  appoint  a  deputy 
to  execute  the  said  office,  and  that  such 
appointment  may  be  made  subject  to  the 
Petitioner's  right,  if  any  should  appear 
to  exist.  Presented  (by  command) :  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  for  Privi- 
leges to  consider  and  report. 

i  TOOK   THE   OATH. 

I      The  Lord  Dunalley  took  the  Oath. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 


GOLBORNE    GAS    BILL. 
Reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
with  Amendments. 

STALYBRIDGE,  HYDE,  MOSSLEY,  AND 
DUKINFIELD        TRAMWAYS       AND 
.    ELECTRICITY    BOARD    BILL. 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
with  Amendments. 


2F 
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SHEFFIELD  CORPORATION  BILL  [h.l.]. 
Commons'  Amendments  considered  and 
agreed  to. 

BELFAST  AND  NORTHERN  COUNTIES 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

Moved,  That  the  Order  made  on  the 
2l8t  day  of  March  last,  "That  no 
Private  bill  brought  from  the  House  of 
Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time 
after  Thursday,  27th  day  of  June  next,"  be 
dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now 
read  2^ ;  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2«  accord- 
ingly and  committed  ;  the  Committee 
to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of 
Selection. 

BLACKPOOL  IMPROVEMENT  BILL. 

METROPOLITAN  RAILWAY  BILL. 

LANCASHIRE  AND  YORKSHIRE  RAIL- 
WAY (DEARNE  VALLEY  JUNCTION 
RAILWAYS)  BILL. 

BURTON-UPON-TRENT  CORPORATION 
BILL. 

METROPOLITAN  WATER   COMPANIES 
(AMENDMENT  OF  ACTS)  BILL. 

Read  3^,  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

BIDEFORD  AND  CLOVELLY  RAILWAY 
(ABANDONMENT)  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to. 
CHESTERFIELD   IMPROVEMENT  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

LONDON,     BRIGHTON,     AND     SOUTH 
COAST  RAILWAY  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 
to,  with  Amendments.  The  said  Amend- 
ments considered,  and  agreed  to. 

ALDERSHOT  GAS  AND   WATER   BILL. 
BURY  CORPORATION  BILL. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

SOUTHAMPTON  AND  WINCHESTER 
GREAT  WESTERN  JUNCTION  RAIL- 
WAY BILL. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, That  the  Lord  de  Saumarez  be  pro- 
posed to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bill  in  the 
place  of  the  Lord  de  Mauley ;  read,  and 
agreed  to. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL   ORDERS    (No.   4)   BILL. 

Moved,  That  the  order  made  on  the 
21st  March  last,  "That  no  Provisional 


Order  Confirmation  Bill  brought  from  the 
House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second 
time  after  the  27th  day  of  June  next," 
be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bill  be 
now  read  2^;  agreed  to;  Bill  read  2^ 
accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 


NAVAL    WORKS    (PROVISIONAL 
ORDER)  BILL. 

Read  3^  (according  to  Order),  and 
passed. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS    (No.   9)    BILL. 

Read  3^  (according  to  Order),  with  the 
Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned 
to  the  Commons. 

CLYDEBANK    BURGH    TRAMWAYS 
ORDER    CONFIRMATION    BILL    [H.L.]. 

EDINBURGH    AND  DISTRICT  WATEK 
ORDER  CONFIRISLA.TION  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Read  3^  (according  to  Order),  and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS    (No.  7)    BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  1^ ; 
to  be  printed;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners.     (No.  167.) 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

AFRICA  No.   6  (1901). 
Correspondence  respecting  the  Uganda 
Railway. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
No.  2659.  Norway. 
No.  2660.  Colombia  (Barranquilla). 
No.  2661.  Costa  Rica. 
No.  2662.  Turkey  (Beyrout,  etc). 

IRISH  LAND    COMMISSION. 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  for  the 
period   from    1st    A4)ril,    1900,  to  Slst 
March,  1901. 

BOARD    OF   TRADE   (LABOUR 
DEPARTMENT). 

I.  (Wages  and  Hours  of  Labour).-- 
Report  relating  to  changes  in 
rates  of  wages  and  hours  of  labour 
in  the  United  Eongdom  in  1900; 
with  statistical  tables. 
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IL  (Strikes  and  Lock-outs). — Report 
by  the  Chief  Labour  Correspon- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  on  the 
strikes  and  lock-outs  of  1900 ; 
with  statistical  tables. 

ARMY. 

Paper  by  the  Secretary  of  State  laying 
down  the  requirements  for  our  Army, 
-dated  1st  June,  1901. 

RAILWAY  RETURNS. 

Returns  as  to  the  capital,  traffic, 
receipts,  and  working  expenditure,  etc., 
of  the  railway  companies  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  for  the  year  1900. 

Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
Report  to  the  Board  of  Education  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Charity  Commis- 
sioners for  England  and  Wales  under  the 
Endowed  Schools  Acts,  1869  to  1899,  for 
the  year  1900. 

SAVINGS  BANKS  AND  FRIENDLY 
SOCIETIES  (POST  OFFICE  SAVINGS 
BANKS  FUND)  (SAVINGS  BANKS 
FUND)  (FRIENDLY  SOCIETIES 
FUND). 

Accounts  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  19(X). 

PILOTAGE. 
Abstract  of  returns  relating  to  pilots 
and  pilotage  in  the  United  Kingdom  (in 
continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No. 
^65,  of  1900)  (as  furnished  by  the  various 
Pilotage  Authorities). 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


PETITIONS. 


DECLARATION  AGAINST  TRAN  SUB- 
STANTIATION. 

Petitions  against  alteration  of ;  of  in- 
habitants of  Tewkesbury;  and  Gloucester; 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


FINANCE  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1« ; 
to  be  printed ;   and  to  be  read  2«  on 
Tuesday  next.    {The  Lard  Privy  Seal,  M. 
Salisbury.)     (No.  166.) 


1         THE  IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION. 

Thk  Duke  of  ABERCORN:  My 
Lords,  I  am  induced  to  ask  for  a  Select 
Committee  on  the  recommendations  of  the 
Fry  Commission  owing  to  the  unsatis- 
factory answers  that  I  obtained  about  a 
week  ago,  when  |I  addressed  a  series  of 
questions  to  His  Majesty's  Gk)vemment 
respecting  the  procedure  in  the  Irish 
Land  Commission.  I  am  also  prompted 
by  the  desire  of  an  enormous  number  of 
land  owners  in  Ireland  who  are  most 
anxious  that,  whilst  their  property  is 
being  taken  away  from  them,  they  should 
have  some  idea  as  to  the  procediure  by 
which  their  rents  are  being  year  by  year 
reduced.  Your  Lordships  may  recollect 
that  on  Thursday  last  I  asked  six  ques- 
tions of  the  Government  respecting  the 
recommendations  of  the  Fry  Conunission 
to  the  Land  Commission,  with  regard  to 
those  which  they  accepted,  those  which 
they  declined  to  accept,  and  those  which 
they  also  thought  it  better  that  they 
should  not  accept.  That  Commission  was 
composed  of  five  gentlemen.  There  were 
two  competent  British  land  valuers,  one 

'  Nationalist  solicitor,  and  an  academic 
Unionist,  and  they  were  presided  over 
by  a  gentleman  who  had  been  a  most  dis- 
tinguished judge,  and  who  was  and  is 
now  a  most  eminent  lawyer.  It  appeared 
to  everyone  that  these  gentlemen  were 
the  most  competent  to  give  decisions  on 
the  various  points  brought  under  their 
notice^  but  except  in  very  minor  cases 
these  points  have  been  almost  entirely 
ignored  by  the  Land  Commission.  To 
these  questions  I  received  no  satisfactory 
reply  from  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
who  responded  on  behalf  of  His  Majesty's 
Government,  and  I  therefore  feel  con- 
strained to  ask  your  Lordships  to  grant  a 
Select  Committee  in  order  that  these 
points  to  which  I  have  referred  may  be 
fought  out  and  sifted. 

There  is  no  intention  of  asking  that 
this  Select  Committee  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  over  again  any  evidence 
on  the  subjects  upon  which  evidence  was 
taken  by  the  Fry  Commission.  It  would 
be  Hmited  almost  entirely  to  ascertaining 
certain  facts  relative  to  the  recommenda- 
tions made  in  the  Report  of  that  Commis- 
sion, and  to  a  few  questions  which  have 
arisen,  or  have  become  urgent,  since  that 
Report  was  issued.  Least  of  all  is  it 
intended  to  examine  the  Judicial  Land 
Commissioner,  or  any  other  judges  of 
the^  High    Court,  as  ,to  J.ei^^<g^^ 
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for     any    decisions    which     have     been 

¥*ven  by  them  on  questions  of  law. 
herefore  your  Lordships  will  see  that 
this  Select  Committee,  ii  it  be  granted, 
will  in  no  way  interfere  with  the  deci- 
sions of  the  Land  Commissioners.  It 
will  simply  inquire  into  the  procedure 
adopted  by  the  Land  Commission, 
changes  in  which  have  been  strongly  and 
unammously  recommended  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Fry  Commission. 

With  regard  to  Reference  No.  1  in  my 
motion,  the  recommendations  of  the  Fry 
Commission  which  have  been  already 
adopted  are  more  or  less  known,  but  it 
seems  necessary  that  they  should  be  in- 
cluded in  the  reference,  partly  to  enable 
the  Select  Committee  to  present  a  com- 
plete report,  and  partly  to  afford  an 
opportunity  of  ascertaining  how  some  of 
them  are  carried  out  in  practice,  and 
whether  anything  could  be  done  to  meet 
some  of  the  objections  to  them  in  their 
present  form  which  were  mentioned  by 
me  in  my  speech  in  your  Lordships' 
House  on  11th  July.  With  regard  to 
Reference  No.  2,  the  proposal  to  obtain 
a  list  of  recommendations  which  have  not 
been  adopted  is  again  a  suggestion  largely 
intended  to  enable  the  Select  Committee 
to  present  a  complete  Report,  but  it  also 
has  a  distinct  connection  with  Reference 
No.  3  and  Reference  No.  4.  I  now  come 
to  Reference  No.  3.  There  has  always 
been  considerable  uncertainty  as  to  the 
recommendations  which  could  not  be 
carried  into  effect  without  new  legisla- 
tion. It  would,  therefore,  be  important 
to  have  a  definite  report  on  this  subject, 
as  it  would  enable  those  interested  to  con- 
sider whether  it  would  be  desirable  to  ask 
for  new  le^slation  upon  all  or  any  of  them. 
Reference  No.  4  would  enable  the  Select 
Committee  to  obtain  from  members  or 
officials  of  the  administering  tribunals  full 
particulars  of  the  objections  entertained 
by  those  tribunals  to  each  of  the  Fry 
Commission  recommendations  which  have 
not  been  adopted.  Such  a  course  could 
hardly  fail  to  have  a  satisfactory  result. 
In  some  cases  the  evidence  might  satisfy 
all  parties  that  certain  recommendations 
ought  not  to  be  pressed.  In  others,  dis- 
cussion might  result  in  removing  the 
objections  hitherto  entertained  by  the 
tribunals,  or  in  the  suggestion  of  modifi- 
cations of  the  recommendations,  or  in  the 
proposing  of  new  and  more  acceptable 
recommendations.  With  regard  to  Re- 
ference No.  5,  in  his  speech  on  July  11th 

The  Duke  of  Abei'corn, 


I  the   noble  and  learned   Lord  the    Lord 
'  Chancellor  of  Ireland  said — 

"  he  was  told  that  the  prices  were  circalAt«d 
most  carefully,  and  that  every  means  wa» 
taken  to  enable  people  to  know  the  prices," 

This  statement  gave  no  information  what- 
ever as  to  whether,  and  in  what  way,  the 
prices  of  agricultural  produce  and  stock 
are  taken  into  account  in  fixing  judicial 
rents,  which  is  what  ne  in  Ireland  are 
endeavouring  to  obtain  from  the   Land 
i  Commission.      With  regard  to  Reference 
No.  6,  experienced  valuers  have  frequently 
said  that  "  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
I  holding  and  district  "  are  certainly  not 
!  taken  into  account  in  the  fixing  of  judicial 
I  rents,  and  the  Fry  Commission  (at  psge 
I  20  of  their  Report)  explicitly  say  that— 

"in  point  of  'fact,  fair  [rents  are  now  a«cer- 
I  tained,  with  rare  exceptions,  by  reference  only 
'  to  what  we  have  called  the  technical  line  ot 
j  evidence,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  case  and 
'  of  the  districts  do  not  receive  that  consideratioa 

which  the  Act  of  1881  directs.''  ^ 

*  The  general  object  of  this  reference  is  to  i 
I  enable  the  proposed  Select  Committee  to  \ 
I  ascertain  to  what  extent  these  statements  | 
are  well  founded.  I  know  that  this  is  a 
!  very  dry  subject,  and  one  that  can  interest 
but  few  of  your  Lordships  living  on  this 
side  of  the  water,  but  it  is  of  immense 
( importance  to  those  who  live  on  the  other 
side  of  the  water.  They  feel  it  most 
I  deeply.  I  therefore  respectfully  and 
earnestly  hope  that  His  Majesty's 
Government  will  accede  to  my  request 
for  the  appointment  of  this  Committee, 
and  I  beg  to  ask,  if  the  Government 
decline,  for  the  sympathies  of  other  noble 
Lords  in  supporting  me.  We  are  not 
asking  for  anything  in  any  manner  out  of 
the  ordinary  way.  We  simply  ask  for 
justice.  The  people  of  Ireland,  the  land- 
owners of  Ireland,  who  have  their  rents, 
as  I  have  said,  greatly  reduced, 
think  it  only  right  that  they  should  be 
able  to  have  a  knowledge  of  the  manner 
and  the  procedure  under  which  their 
rents  are  so  reduced.  I  think  your  Lord- 
ships will  agree  with  me  that  this  is  a  fair 
and  reasonable  request.  In  England 
when  any  land  is  taken  away  by  wm- 
pulsory  means  for  any  public  object, 
railways,  or  anything  else,  ondence  is 
taken  on  oath,  and  that  evidence  is  the 
cause  of  the  verdict  for  the  appropriation 
of  the  land,  and  the  amount  to  be  given  for 
the  appropriation.  We  in  Ireland  under 
the  Land  Commission  have  no  evidence  on 
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oath.  Evidence  is  entirely  voluntary,  and 
the  witnesses,  as  a  rule,  are  men  without 
.any  -expert  knowledge  of  the  value  of 
land.  They  are  brought  into  court  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  evidence  in  the 
manner  that  seems  best  to  their  own 
minds.  Having  made  these  few  remarks, 
1  beg  to  move  that  a  Select  Committee  be 
appointed. 

Moved,  that  a  Select  Committee  be 
appointed  to  ascertain  and  report : — 
1.  What  recommendations  of  the  Fry 
Commission  have  been  adopted ;  2.  What 
recommendations  have  not  been  adopted  ; 
3.  What  recommendations  could  not  be 
adopted  without  new  legislation ;  4.  "What 
objections  are  entertained  by  the  existing 
tribunals  to  recommendations  which  they 
have  so  far  refused  to  adopt ;  5.  Whether, 
and  in  what  way,  the  average  prices  of 
Irish  agricultural  produce  and  stock  (as 
annually  published  by  the  Land  Commis- 
sion, and  now  published  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture)  are  considered  and 
taken  into  account  in  the  fixing  of  judi- 
cial rents;  6.  Whether,  in  determining 
the  fair  rent  of  a  holding,  pursuant  to  the 
provisienfi  of  Section  8  of  the  Land  Law 
(Ireland)  Act,  1881,  there  are  any  (and,  if 
so,  what)  ^*  circumstances  of  the  case, 
holding,  and  district"  (other  than  that 
specified  in  Section  8,  Sub-section  10) 
which  the  Land  Commission  do  not  take 
into  account,  and  what  are  their  reasons 
for  refusing  to  take  same  into  account. — 
(The  Duke  ^f  Aheroom.) 

Lord  CLONBROCK  :  My  Lords,  in 
rising  to  second  the  motion  I  wish  to 
support  what  my  noble  friend  has  said  as 
to  the  apparent  impossibility  of  getting 
the  information  we  wish  to  have  in  any 
other  manner.  The  Lord  Chancellor  for 
Ireland  has  spared  no  pains  to  give  us  all 
the  information  in  his  power.  He  has 
told  us  that  all  the  points  to  which  these 
questions  refer  are  covered  by  judgments 
of  the  Court  of  Appeal  and  the  Land 
Commission.  These  judgments  are  public, 
and  are  accessible  to  everyone.  What 
we  wish  to  know  is  the  nature  of  the 
instructions  that  are  given  by  the  Land 
Commission  to  the  Assistant  Commis- 
sioners in  piu'suance  of  these  judgments. 
We  are  told  in  general  terms  what  the 
instructions  are,  but  we  wish  to  know  the 
nature  and  the  tenor  of  the  instructions 
as  a  guide  to  people  whose  property  comes 
«nderthe  Land  Act  of  what  they  may 


expect  as  to  the  course  of  inquiry,  and 
the  points  to  which  the  most  importance 
will  be  attached.  Apparently  my  noble 
and  learned  friend  Lord  Ashbourne  is  not 
in  a  position  to  give  the  information.  I 
think  the  reason  is  a  tolerably  clear  one. 
He  has  repeatedly  told  us  that  the  Land 
Commission  is  entirely  separate  from  the 
Govemment ;  that  they  are  not  a 
Government  department,  or  in  any  way 
responsible  to  the  Government  for  the 
mode  in  which  they  administer  the  law ; 
therefore  we  want  to  get  the  information 
from  the  fountain  head.  Mr.  Commis- 
sioner Bailey,  a  legal  Sub-Commissioner 
of  very  great  experience,  gave  in 
February  last  his  interpretation  of  the 
judgments,  or  some  of  them,  to  which 
reference  has  been  made.  Now,  we  wish 
to  know  whether  the  Land  Commission 
concur  in  his  interpretation  of  those 
judgments,  and,  if  not,  whether  they  have 
signified  their  dissent  to  him,  because  it 
is  clear  that  otherwise  his  interpretation 
will  be  adopted  by  his  colleagues.  The 
interpretation  appears  to  us  to  be  open 
to  objection,  and  therefore  we  wish  to 
know  whether  the  Land  Commission  con- 
cur with  Mr.  Bailey  or  not.  The  points 
are  of  an  entirely  technical  description, 
and  I  do  not  propose  to  go  into  them  in 
detail.  I  merely  ask  whether  the  Com- 
mission concur  with  Mr.  Bailey,  and  if 
not,  why  not  ? 

Mr.  Commissioner  Bailey,  two  years 
ago,  gave  a  judgment,  and  the  matter  was 
brought  before  the  House  by  Lord 
Templetown,  and  the  answer  then  had  to 
be  given  that  Mr.  Bailey  was  abroad,  and 
therefore  it  was  not  possible  to  obtain 
any  information  as  to  whether  the  report 
in  the  newspapers  was  correct  or  not. 
But  Mr.  Commissioner  Bailey  on  that 
occasion  laid  down  that  it  was  not 
the  practice  in  valuing  land,  if  the 
Commissioner  thought  a  farm  rented 
too  highly,  to  reduce  the  rent  unless  the 
tenant  applied  to  the  Commissioners,  and 
so  similarly  if  they  thought  a  farm  too 
low  rented  it  was  not  their  practice  to 
raise  the  rent  unless  the  landlord  applied. 
The  result  therefore  appeared  to  be  that 
Mr.  Bailey  and  his  colleagues  fixed  unfair 
rents  on  account  of  the  omission  of  the 
landlord  or  the  tenant,  as  the  case  might 
be,  to  apply  for  a  change.  We  should 
like  to  know  whether  information  has 
been  given  to  Mr.  Bailey  or  his  colleagues 
as  to  whether  that  was  a  proper  course 
for  those  who  valued  farms  ^(^^Wt^Qil 
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have  put  a  question  on  the  Paper  which  I 
think  it  would  be  more  convenient  that  I 
should  now  submit.     It  it 


1.  Whether  it  was  at  any  time  (and  if 
so  between  what  dates)  the  practice  of 
the  Irish  Land  Commission,  or  of  their 
Assistant  Commissioners,  or  of  indepen- 
dent valuers,  or  court  valuers  appointed 
under  Section  48  (4)  of  the  Land  Law 
(Ireland)  Act,  1881,  to  value  a  holding 
on  the  assumption  that  same  was  wholly 
or  partly  in  the  landlord's  hands,  and  to 
estimate  what  rent  (on  that  assumption) 
he  might  expect  to  obtain  from  a  prudent 
and  solvent  tenant. 

2.  In  the  case  of  Assistant  Commis- 
sioners and  valuers  to  what  extent  was 
any  such  practice  due  (1)  to  instructions 
from  the  Land  Commission,  and  (2)  to 
the  initiative  of  the  Assistant  Commis- 
sioners and  valuers  themselves. 

3.  Under  what  circumstances  was  any 
such  practice  discontinued,  and  will  His 
Majesty's  Gk)vernment  ask  the  Irish  Land 
Commission  to  furnish  for  the  informa- 
tion of  this  House  copies  of  any  rules, 
minutes,  orders,  or  instructions  issued  or 
made  by  them  under  which  any  such 
practice  was  discontinued. 

I  hope  that  the  noble  Lord  in  his  reply 
will  be  able  to  answer  the  question  with 
reference  to  the  instnictions  which  were 
issued  a  long  time  ago  by  the  Land  Com- 
mission to  valuers  as  to  the  methods  they 
should  adopt  in  valuing  land.  I  find  that 
in  1882  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Land 
Commission,  writing  to  tne  valuer,  Mr. 
Gray,  said — 

*'  You  will  eive  your  opinion  of  the  present 
fair  letting  value  of  each  holding,  irrespective 
of  buildings,  and  on  the  assumption  that  the 
holding  is  actually  in  the  hands  of  the  landlord, 
and  now  to  be  let." 

In  his  instructions  to  valuers,  dated 
February,  1882,  Sub-Commissioner  Ulick 
Bourke  said — 

**  In  ascertaining  the  value  of  these  farms 
you  will  please  to  state  what,  in  your  opinion, 
would  be  the  annual  sum  that  a  tenant  of 
ordinary  capital,  skill,  and  intelligence  could 
afford  to  pay,  one  year  with  another,  for  the 
several  holcfings  as"  they  stand,  with  all  their 
surroundings,  regarding  the  circumstances  of 
the  holding  and  district,  and  assuming  that 
the  landlord  had  the  farms  in  his  ow'n  hands 
to  let  to  a  solvent  tenant  for  a  period  of  fifteen 
j-eara." 

Again,  in  February,   1882,  Sub-Commis- 
sioners   Koche,    Lynch,    and    Morrison 
Lord  Clonbrock, 


gave  this  instruction  to  an  independent 
valuer — 

**  The  present  letting  value  of  lands,  exdu- 
sive  of  buildings,  assuming  them  to  be  in  the 
landlord's  possession." 

It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  in  the 
earlier  operations  of  the  Land  Commis- 
sion they  did  request  their  valuers  to 
value  land  on  the  assumption  that  it  was 
in  the  landlord's  hands.  AMiat  I  would 
like  to  know  is  when  the  instructions 
were  given,  when  they  were  modified, 
if  they  have  been  modified,  and  when  dif- 
ferent instructions  were  given.  This  is 
a  matter  of  the  gravest  importance,  be- 
cause if  the  position  of .  an  occupying 
tenant  is  so  different  from  that  of  a  new 
tenant,  it  is  clear  the  occupying  tenant 
must  be  possessed  of  something  which 
the  new  tenant  has  not,  and  it  ia  impos- 
sible for  any  ordinary  layman  to  dis- 
tinguish that  from  an  occupation  interest 
which  has  been  ruled  to  be  ille^l,  and 
not  to  be  a  basis  to  be  considered  m  fixing 
rent.  The  present  reduction  of  rents  is  a 
matter  which  puzzles  everyone.  So  far 
as  prices  go,  the  figures  published  by  the 
Agricultural  Department  in  Ireland  show 
that  prices  are  at  least  as  high  as  they 
were  fifteen  years  ago,  and,  in  spite  of  this^ 
rents  are  being  reduced  20  or  25  per 
cent.,  and  it  is  clear,  therefore,  that 
the  reduction  cannot  be  on  the 
basis  of  variation  in  prices.  This 
is  a  matter  on  which  we  would  like 
information.  It  is  desirable  that  some 
information  should  be  given  as  to  the 
basis  for  fixing  rents.  The  county  of 
Cheshire  in  England  resembles  Ireland  in 
its  agricultural  and  pastoral  conditions,, 
and  I  wonder  if  anyone  connected  with 
Cheshire  would  agree  that  the  rents 
ought  to  be  twenty-five  per  cent,  lower 
than  they  were  fifteen  years  ago. 

I  suggested  last  year  that  there  weiv 
certain  things  which  might  be  added  to 
the  pink  schedule.  The  answer  of  my 
noble  friend  was  that  the  Land  Com- 
mission were  of  opinion  that  the  pink 
schedule  was  already  overloaded.  We 
should  like  to  know  why  they  think 
so,  because  it  is  felt  by  pec^le  con- 
nected with  knd  that  too  much  in- 
formation cannot  be  given  in  the 
pink  schedule.  The  Land  Conumsaion 
try  to  persuade  us 
the  interest  of  the 
this  information  on 
I  think  their  chief 
ing    it    on    is  .that. 


that  it  is  against 
landlord  to  place 
the  schedule,  bat 
objection  to  plac- 
it    would   involve 
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additional  work.  I  will  give  your  Lord- 
sliips  one  particular  point.  I  had  a  pink 
schedule  in  my  hand  last  year  in  which 
"  100  perches  of  fence  "  was  mentioned, 
but  it  was  not  specified  whether  the  fence 
was  stone  wall,  mud  bank,  or  wire,  and, 
therefore,  there  was  no  way  of  ascertain- 
ing as  to  how  far  it  was  a  permanent  im- 
provement. It  seems  to  me  very  proper 
that  in  a  case  of  that  kind  some  descrip- 
tion should  be  given  of  the  fence  and  its 
position,  and,  if  possible,  that  it  should 
be  accompanied  by  a  map.  I  hope  His 
Majesty's  Government  will  see  their  way 
to  grant  this  request,  and  I  trust  that  we 
shall  not  be  accused  of  attacking  the 
Government.  As  the  Grovernment  have 
assured  us  that  the  Land  Commission  is 
entirelyindependentof  and  not  responsible 
to  them,  why  our  request  for  definite  in- 
formation should  be  regarded  as  an  attack 
on  the  Government  entirely  passes  my 
comprehension. 

•The  lord  CHANCELLOR  of  IRE- 
LAND  (Lord  Ashbourne)  :  My  Lords,  I 
have  been  asked  these  questions  more  than 
once  in  several  years,  and  I  have  loyally 
endeavoured  to  give  the  fullest  possible 
answers.  I  have  put  myself  in  the  frame 
of  mind  to  give  as  full  information  as 
possible,  and  if  I  have  not  succeeded  it  is 
from  no  lack  of  desire  on  my  part.  It 
appears  that  I  was  particularly  unfortunate 
on  the  last  occasion,  because  the  moment 
I  sat  down — it  was  at  a  critical  time,  ten 
minutes  past  eight — notice  was  given 
that  my  answer  was  so  unsatisfactory  that 
this  motion  would  be  made.  I  do  not 
take  it  as  an  attack  on  the  Government, 
as  my  noble  friend  asks  me  not  to  take  it 
so,  but,  at  the  same  time,  its  effect  is 
none  the  less  serious  upon  the  working 
of  an  important  public  department  like 
the  Land  Commission,  because  it  must 
necessarily  be  a  disturbance  of  the  work 
of  the  Land  Commission  to  be  told  that 
one  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament  is  so 
dissatisfied  as  to  their  conduct  that  they 
ha\'e  gone  to  the  trouble  of  appointing  a 
Select  Committee  to  examinine  into  all 
their  doings 

The  Earl  of  MAYO :  No,  no. 

*L0RD   ASHBOURNE:    Well,  into  a 
great  many  of  their  doings. 

The  Earl  of  MAYO :  No. 

♦Lord    ASHBOURNE:    To     inquire 
why  they  have  done  some  things,   why 
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they  have  not  done  others,  how  far  their 
decisions  will  be  carried  and  which  are  to 
be  considered  final.  It  is  obvious  that 
such  an  inquiry  would  be  far  reaching, 
and  if  my  noble  friends  are  dissatisfied 
from  their  point  of  view,  it  may  be  that 
others  who  are  dissatisfied  from  another 
point  of  view  may  ask  also  for  an  inquiry. 
It  would  be  very  difl&cult  for  a  public 
Department  continually  called  upon  from 
one  side  or  the  other  to  satisfy  Committee 
inquiries  to  properly  discharge  its  duties. 
On  the  several  occasions  on  which  ques- 
tions have  been  asked  I  have  answered  as 
fully  and  as  f airlv  as  I  could.  I  told  my 
noble  friend  Lord  Clonbrock  last  year  a 
great  number  of  things  that  had  been 
done  by  the  Land  Commission  in 
deference  to  the  Fry  Commission  Report. 
I  read  a  long  list  showing  that  the  Com- 
mission were  doing  whatever  their 
experience  told  them  was  right.  Last 
week  I  gave  a  list  of  eight  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Fry  Commission,  which,  since 
the  date  that  I  was  asked,  had  been 
adopted  by  the  Land  Commission,  and 
now  I  am  asked  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  what  attitude  I  take  in 
reference  to  a  motion  seeking  for  a  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  working  of 
the  Land  Commission  on  all  the  points 
as  to  which  I  was  interrogated  on  the  last 
occasion. 

My  noble  friend  wants  the  Committee 
to     inquire     into     and     report     what 
recommendations  of  the  Fry  Commission 
have  been  adopted.     Why,  I  have  told 
him    three    times    over  in   this   House. 
Then  he  wants  the  Select  Committee  to 
inquire  into  and  report  what  recommen- 
dations have  not  been  adopted.     Those 
the  noble  Lord  also  knows,  and  the  Land- 
owners' Convention  gave  a  list  of  them. 
He  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  subtract  one 
from  the  other.     Why  there  should  be  a 
Committee  of  your  Lordships'  House  to 
inquire  into  these  points  I  cannot  under- 
stand.    Then  the  noble  Duke  wants  to 
know  what  recommendations  cannot  be 
adopted  without  new  legislation.     I  have 
given  point  after  point  in  all  the  important 
matters  that  cannot  be  met  without  fresh 
legislation,  and  the  report  of  the  Land- 
owners' Convention,  ol  which  I  think  the 
noble  Duke  is-  either  president  or  chair- 
man, shows  that  my  noble  friends  are  also 
in  possession  of  that  information.     The 
next  point  they  want  the  Committee  to 
inquire  into  and  report  on  is,  what  objec- 
tions are    entertained  by  the   existing 
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tribunals  to  recommendations  which  they 
have  80  far  refused  to  adopt  1  I  have 
pointed  them  out  repeatedly  in  my 
speeches,  and  several  times  indicated 
the  decisions  of  the  Land  Com- 
missioners themselves,  and  of  the 
Court  of  Appeal.  The  next  point  is 
on  the  subject  of  prices  and  the 
cost  of  production.  I  mentioned  on  the 
last  occasion,  and  I  may  just  refer  to  it, 
that  there  was  a  large  volume  of  prices  i 
compiled  by  the  Department  presided 
over  by  my  friend  Mr.  Horace  Plunkett, 
and  that  that  very  careful  document  was 
circulated  amongst  those  people  who  have 
the  duty  of  considering  how  prices  bear  ' 
on  value.  ' 

Then  came  what  my  noble  friend  ad- ; 
mitted  was  a  very  special  point.     I  quite  ' 
recognise  its  importance — "whether,  in  ' 
determining  the  fair  rent  of  a  holding,  ' 
pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  Section  8  of  ' 
the  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1881,  there  ' 
are  any  (and  if  so  what)  *  circumstances  , 
of  the  case,  holding,  and  district '  (other  j 
than  that  specified  in  Section  8,  Sub-sec- 
tion 10),  which  the  Land  Commission  do 
not  take  into  account,  and  what  are  their 
reasons  for  refusing  to  take  same  into 
account  1 "      It    is    hardly    possible    to 
imagine  a  more  searching  cross-examin- ! 
ing  question  than  that  to  be  addressed  to  j 
a  tribunal,  and  it  is  obviously  'of  very' 
great  importance.      My  noble  friend  pre- 
sented to  the  House  that  it  was  obviously 
of  the  utmost  importance  in  his  eyes  and 
those  of  all  his  friends.   All  his  argument  I 
was  addressed  to  that  last  point,  because  I 
it  really  deals  with  what  is  the  meaning  < 
of  fair  rent.     More  than  half  the  speeches 
of  my  noble  friends  the  noble  Duke  and  I 
Lord  Clonbrock,  have  been  directed  to  I 
the  point  of  getting  not  only  at  the  defi- 
nition of  fair  rent,  but  the  elements  that  ' 
should     go     into      the    ascertainment  I 
of     fair      rent,      obviously     topics     of  [ 
the    first  importance.     I   see  that   my 
noble  friend  assents  to  that.      The  noble  I 
Duke,   with   the    fairness    and   candour 
which  always  marks  his  dealings  with  the 
House,  was  good  enough  to  send  me  a 
private  memorandum  on  the  last  occasion  ; 
on  the  sixth  question,  that  what  he  par-  i 
ticularly  wished  to  know  was  this — was 
fair  competition  value  taken  into  account 
in  fixing  judicial  rents  ?      The  meaning  of  I 
that  of  course  was  a  reference  to  the  fact 
that  the  Fry   Commission  had  given  a  ' 
definition  of  fair  rent,  which  rested  on 

Lord  Ashbourne,  ' 


the  assiunption  that  the  lands  were  in 
the  occupation  of  the  landlord,  and  that 
was  the  governing,  pivoting  set  of  words 
in  the  Fry  defimtion  of  fair  rent  That 
is  a  matter  that  came  for  decision  before 
the  Court  of  the  Land  Commission.  Of 
course  it  was  there  as  a  recommendation 
from  the  Fry  Report,  but  the  Fry  Report 
was  not  a  judicial  pronouncement ;  it  was 
the  suggestion  of  men  in  perfect  good 
faith  as  to  what  they  hoped  might  be 
made  into  a  definition.  But  when  the 
matter  was  submitted  to  a  court  of  law, 
presided  over  by  a  judge  of  the  High 
Court,  and  the  points  argued,  the  learned 
judge  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the 
words  in  the  recommendation  of  the 
Fry  Commission  were  not  consistent 
with  the  Act  of  1881,  that  they 
introduced  the  element  of  com- 
petition value,  and  that  therefore 
he  was  unable  to  accept  them  as  a  defini- 
tion applicable  to  all  cases.  That  was 
the  judicial  decision  of  the  judge  of  the 
High  Court  who  presides  over  the  Land 
Commission.  That  was  not,  of  course, 
acceptable  to  my  noble  friends,  who  have 
always  sought  in  some  shape  or  form  to 

fet  at  this  element  of  competition, 
'heref ore  it  was  that  my  noble  friend, 
the  noble  duke,  very  kindly  sent  me  a 
memorandum  showing  that  what  he  now 
wanted  was  not  the  element  of  strict 
competition  value,  but  the  element  of 
fair  competition  value.  That  is  a  very 
important  question  that  I  know  has 
attracted  a  good  deal  of  attention,  and 
my  noble  friend  Lord  Clonbrock  has 
supplemented  it  by  drawing  my  attention 
by  the  series  of  questions  he  has  made 
— very  searching  ones — to  know  whether 
certain  decision  of  Mr.  Commissioner 
Bailey,  in  Walker  v.  Lord  Gosford,  was 
accepted.  That  pivoted  upon  the  words 
"  fair  competition  rents,"  while  the  noble 
Duke  used  the  words  "fair  competition 
value." 

Now  obviously  these  questions  are  of 
the  very  highest  and  of  the  most  extreme 
importance.  My  noble  friend  Lord 
Clonbrock  introduced  the  question 
whether  in  the  early  days  of  the  Land 
Commission — I  think  he  said  February, 
1882— there  was  not  a  letter  sent  by  Mr. 
Godley,  the  then  Secretary  to  the  Com- 
mission, to  Mr.  Gray,  a  valuer,  in  which 
the  words  "  in  the  landlord's  possession  " 
were  used  in  reference  to  valuation.  All 
I  can  say  in  reference  to  the  matter  is  that 
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none  of  the  present  Commissioners  were 
in  office  then  ;  they  are  only  responsible 
for  their  own  procedure,  and  their  deci- 
sion in  reference  to  che  matter  is  laid 
down  with  the  most  absolute  clearness  in 
the  case  of  Ripley  v.  M*Naughten,  that 
they  could  not  and  would  not  accept  the 
words  "in  the  landlord's  possession." 
That  is  their  attitude  as  to  what  they 
believe  to  be  the  requirements  of  the  law 
in  reference  to  the  case,  and  it  would  not 
be  right  or  proper  for  me  to  discuss  that 
matter.  The  Court  of  Appeal  was  asked 
whether  the  Fry  definition  could  be 
applied,  and  they  declined  to  answer 
abstract  questions.  But  Lord  Justice 
FitzGibbon  indicated  that  if  the  words 
were  to  be  dealt  with  in  an  abstract  way, 
he  did  not  see  how  a  definition  could  be 
made  applicable  to  all  cases  which  rested 
upon  a  false  assumption  of  fact.  I  do 
not  discuss  the  matter  at  all.  It 
may  come  up  when  I  am  present  in  the 
•Court  of  Appeal,  and  when  1  may  have  to 
give  an  opinion  upon  it. 

I  am  asked  pointedly  by  Lord  Clon- 
brock  what  I  had  to  say  in  reference 
to  the  decision  of  Mr.  Commissioner 
Bailey,  who  refused  to  allow  **  fair  com- 
petition rent "  as  a  test.  My  noble  friend 
Lord  Clonbrock  said  he  wanted  to  know 
how  far  the  Land  Commission  concurred 
in  the  decision  of  Mr.  Commissioner 
Bailey.  I  am  sure  my  noble  friend  cannot 
be  aware  that  these  cases  are  under 
appeal.  The  idea  of  suggesting  to  have  ' 
a  Committee  of  your  Lordships  House  to 
inquire  into  the  developments  of  a  case 
now  pending  is  obviously  a  matter  which,  if 
my  noble  friends  were  aware  at  the  time, 
they  would  not  have  put  forward.  That 
is  practically  all  that  I  have  to  say. 
The  suggestion  of  having  a  Committee 
of  the  House  to  inquire  into  that 
case,  and  not  only  into  the  particular 
case  under  appeal,  but  it  may  be  into 
other  cases  waiting  decision,  is  a  matter 
on  which  I  could  say  more,  but  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  reasonable  to  occupy 
your  Lordships'  time.  I  have  said  that 
it  is  a  serious  thing  to  distract  a  great 
department  with  an  immense  amount  of 
«rork  on  its  hands.  It  would  be  very 
undesirable  to  have  a  Committee  of 
your  Lordships'  House,  not  composied  of 
experts,  to  inquire  into  the  decisions  of 
the  Commission.  It  would  be  outside 
the  range  of  all  precedent  and  fitness  to 
suggest  that  cases  that  are  waiting  appeal 
should    be  submitted   to  the  discussion 


and  examination  of  a  Committee  of  this 
House. 

*The  Earl  of  MAYO :  My  Lords,  on 
last  Thursday  night  the  debate  came  to  a 
sudden  conclusion,  and  I  had  not  then 
the  opportunity  of  answering  the  speech 
made  by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord. 
The  speech  made  on  that  occasion  was 
one  that  did  not  answer  our  questions. 
The  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  that 
evening  made  use  of  the  following 
words : — 

"He  had  to  look  at  the  matter  from  a 
reasonable  standpoint.  The  legislation  which 
they  were  condemning  represented  the  law  of 
the  land.  It  must  be  fairly  administered,  and 
one  must  apply  one's  mind  to  it  if  one  was  to 
understand  what  was  raasonable  and  proper 
in  reference  to  all  that  was  said  on  the 
subject." 

I  quite  agree  with  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  as  to  the  Act  of  1881  being  fairly 
administered  as  to  the  strict  letter  of  the 
law,  but  it  has  been  hardly  administered. 
A  great  many  of  your  Lordships  must 
remember  the  circumstances  maintaining 
in  Ireland  when  that  Act  passed  the 
Second  Reading.  To  bear  out  what  I  say 
I  should  like  to  quote  the  words  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Selborne,  on  the 
Second  Heading  of  the  Land  Act  of  1881, 
on  August  2nd.     He  said — 

"Whenever  you  find  that  the  customs, 
habits,  and  life  of  men  have  become  developed 
beyond  the  letter  and  strict  terms  of  the. law ; 
whenever  you  find  that  the  interests  of  larce 
and  important  classes  have  grown  intermixed, 
entangled  with  each  other  in  a  way  that 
makes  some  readjustment  necessary  for  the 
safety  of  society ;  whenever  that  happens, 
however  fixed  the  law  may  be,  still  the  same 
moral  necessity  arises  for  the  exercise  of  le^* 
lative  power  to  make  readjustments,  whether 
they  be  large  or  small,  whether  they  may  seem 
violent  or  easy,  which  that  state  of  circum- 
stances renders  necessary." 

Lord  Selborne  wound  up  the  argument  by 
saying— 

*'  Under  these  circumstances  the  State  has 
to  discharge  one  of  its  greatest  duties,  the 
neglect  of  which  might  lead  to  injustice,  and 
under  some  circumstances  lead  to  revolution.'' 

We  all  know  what  that  meant  in  those 
days.  What  was  the  answer  of  Lord 
Cairns  to  the  speech  of  Lord  Selborne  ?  I 
will  not  quote  Hansard^  but  in  Tlie  Times 
the  next  day  it  was  very  briefly  summed 
up  in  these  words — 

**  He  was  not  able  any  more  than  other  oppo- 
nents, or  rather  critics,  of  the  Bill  to  deny  that 
the  Lord  Channellor's-^t  ^^^t^j«^3^ 
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Selborne*s — plea  of  a  paramoant  necessity  was  I 
an  irresistible  one." 

A  good  deal  of  water  has  gone  under  the 
bridge  since  then,  and  circumstances  have 
changed.  Ireland  is  quieter,  but  the  Act 
of  1881  is  still  vigorously  applied  to  the 
revision  or  lowering  of  rents.  Some  call 
it  confiscation  of  the  property  of  the  land- 
lords. During  times  of  revolution  there 
is  no  doubt  that  edicts  are  passed  that  in 
more  peaceful  times  are  revoked.  For 
instance,  at  the  inception  of  the  French 
Revolution  on  10th  October,  1789,  the 
States  General  confiscated  the  property 
of  the  Church.  In  1801  the  Concordat 
restored  the  Church  of  France  shorn  of 
its  wealth.  This  only  shows  that  when 
times  of  revolution  have  passed  away 
strong  measures  that  were  needed  at 
those  times,  to  say  the  least  of  them, 
require  amending. 

Passing  away  from  the  time  of  1881 
I  turn  to  the  Fry  Commission.  In  the 
speech  which  my  noble  and  learned  friend 
Lord  Ashbourne  made  on  Thursday  he 
said — 

**  The  high  prices  paid  for  tenant-riffht  can- 
not be  accepted  as  demonstrating  that  the 
rents  have  been  needlessly  reduced.  That 
was  the  sheet-anchor  of  the  landlord's  argu- 
ment. The  Commission  had  refused  to  accept 
that  as  a  powerful  arjs^ment  against  a  large, 
lavish,  and  indiscriminate  appeal  against  tne 
Sub- Commissioners.  That  baa  been  treated  as 
mere  idle  talk  and  waste  paper." 

Our  sheet-anchor,  he  said,  has  been 
treated  as  mere  idle  talk  and  waste  paper. 
That  was  a  rough-and-ready  way  of 
answering  us,  no  doubt,  but  I  do  not 
think  it  satisfactory.  A  foolish  man  gives 
a  high  price  for  a  piece  of  bad  land  he 
loves.  That  is  what  is  meant  by  paying 
a  high  price  for  tenant-right.  "VX'^at  we 
say  is  that  this  fact  has  never  been 
taken  into  consideration  by  the  Land 
Commission.  This  is  a  cut-and-dried 
argument  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
and  other  noble  Lords  who  have 
answered  for  the  Government  on  this 
question.  They  always  seek  to  minimise 
the  recommendations  of  the  Fry  Com- 
mission. We  have  heard  it  before,  and 
doubtless  we  shall  hear  it  again.  I  prefer 
to  take  the  questions  which  were  put  by 
the  noble  Duke,  and  which  were  not 
satisfactorily  answered,  but  before  doing 
so  I  should  like  to  draw  attention  to  the 
question  of  fair  rent.  What  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  said  last  Thursday  on 
this  question  was  this — 

The  Earl  of  Mayo. 


"  It  was  decided  in  1881  that,  fair  rent  wa» 
that  sum  which  could  be  ascertained  by  the 
tribunal  under  the  Act,  having  regard  to  the 
interests  of  landlord  and  tenant,  and  having; 
regard  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case." 

Well,  right  or  wrong,  we  have  to  live 
under  that  definition,  and  we  have  to  live 
under  the  Land  Law  administered  by  the 
Irish  Land  Commission.  The  noble  and 
learned  Lord  has  said,  and  I  agree,  that 
certain  small  recommendations  have  been 
adopted  by  the  Land  Commission. 
What  are  the}' !  In  reality  they  are 
only  rules  of  procedure.  What  I  desire 
to  emphasise  is  that  the  land  laws  in 
Ireland  are  pressing  very  heavily  upon  us. 
We  have  to  speak  in  this  House  for  those 
who  have  no  voice  in  the  matter,  and  who 
live  the  life  of  loyal  country  gentlemen  in 
Ireland.  Now,  the  first  question  of  the 
noble  Duke  (the  Duke  of  Abercom)  was, 
what  recommendations  of  the  Fry  Com- 
mission had  been  adopted,  and  that  was 
answered  the  other  day  by  Lord  Ash- 
bourne in  this  way.  He  said  that  the  list 
was  so  technical  that  he  did  not  like  to 
explain  it  in  detail  then.  The  second 
question  was,  what  recommendations  had 
not  been  adopted.  What  was  his  reply 
to  that  ?  He  said,  **  Subtract  one  from 
the  other  and  you  will  find  it  out."  In 
all  fairness  is  that  the  way  to  answer 
the  noble  Duke's  qujestion?  I  know 
what  the  noble  Lord  means.  It  is 
that  the  Irish  Landlords'  Convention 
have  produced  a  paper,  and  that  therein 
is  given  a  list  of  recommendations  which 
have  not  been  adopted  by  the  Land  Com- 
mission. The  third  question  was,  what 
recommendations  could  not  be  adopted 
without  new  legislation,  and  that  is 
answered  generally  by  the  statement  that 
if  a  Select  Committee  is  appointed  we 
shall  be  interfering  with  a  great  judicial 
body.  I  think  that  was  a  simple  question 
which  could  be  easily  answered.  The 
question  as  to  what  objections  are  enter- 
tained by  the  existing  tribunals  to  re- 
commendations which  they  have  so  far 
refused  to  adopt  still  remains  unanswered 
I  now  come  to  the  real  point  of  the  ques- 
tion with  regard  to  prices.  I  have  snoken 
about  this  before.  One  would  thint  that 
when  rents  in  any  country  were  dealt 
with,  the  prices  of  agricultural  produce 
!  and  stock  would  be  taKen  into  considera- 
tion. The  noble  and  learned  Lord  said 
that  the  new  department  had  published 
tables  and  statistics  which  dealt  with 
this.     I  hold  in  my  hand  the  volume  to 
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which  the  noble  Lord  referred.  The  tables 
are  compiled  by  that  clever  public  servant  | 
Mr.  William  P.  Coyne,  superintendent  of  . 
the  statistics  branch  of  the   new  Depart- 
ment of  Agricultural  and   Technical  In- 1 
struction  in  Ireland,  and  he  says — 

"  The  prices  of  Irish  agricultural  products  ' 
given  in  this  long  returnrelateonly  toa^ncultural 
products  produced  or  manufactured  in  Ireland.  | 
Li  addition  to  the  twenty-six    annual   tables  ^ 
which  have  hitherto  been   given  in  the  Irish  i 
Land 'Commission  returns,  I  have  inserted  in 
this  return  statements  for  each  quarter  of  the  | 
year  1900.      The  diagrams  which  accompany 
the  tables,  without  pretending  to  mathematical 
accuracy,  will,  it  is  hoped,  illustrate  the  general  ' 
tendency  of  the  price  levels  of  the  various  com-  ^ 
modities  and  animals  enumerated.''  | 

You  can  see  at  a  glance,  in  the  same  way  | 
as  you  read  a  barometer,  exactly  how  the  , 
case  stands.      An   examination  of  these  | 
tables  shows  that  the  average  prices  of 
the  eleven  years  from  1890  to  1900  are 
higher  than  those  of  the  three  bad  years 
from   1887   to  1889,  during  which   the 
judicial  rents  fixed  in   1881   and   1885 
were    temporarily    reduced,    and    there 
could  be  no  excuse  therefore  for  further 
reducing  those  rents  in  the  second  statu 
tory  period.      Now  what  generally  is  the 
result  of  the  fixing  of  judicial  rents  by 
the  Land  Commission  ?      I  will   repeat 
what  I  said  last  year — 

**  That  the  fact  of  the  matter,  with  regard 
to  prices,  is  that  the  Land  Commission  have  an 
Agricultural  Department  which  publishes 
prices,  and  a" Department  which  {fixes  rents; 
the  forYner  are  embodied  in  the  tables  I  have 
mentioned,  drawn  up  by  the  new  Department 
which  fix  the  rents,  and  it  is  impossible  to 
reconcile  these  tables.  For  instance,  the 
reduction  in  agricultural  prices  in  given  at  4*7 
percent.,  wliilst  the  reduction  in  rents  has 
been  24*7." 

I  should  like  to  draw  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  stated  that  there  was  no  precedent 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Com- 
mittee. There  is  a  precedent,  for  on  the 
24th  February,  1 882,  on  the  motion  of  Lord 
Donoughmore,  a  Select  Committee  was 
appointed  by  the  House  of  Lords  to  in- 
vestigate mto  the  working  of  the  Land  Act 
of  1881.'  Mr.  Gladstone's  Government 
opposed  the  motion,  but  the  House 
appointed  the  Committee,  and  they  were 
reappointed  in  1883.  They  examined  a 
great  number  of  witnesses,  and  made 
altogether  four  reports.  | 

iTow,    what    broadly  is  this    system 
and  these  laws  pertaining  to  land  that  we  i 
are  forced  to  live  under  in  Ireland  ?     It 


is  this,  every  fifteen  years  landlord 
and  tenant,  tenant  and  landlord  are 
thrown  into  the  melting  pot  of  the  law. 
They  are  taken  out  in  the  case  of  the 
landlords  poorer  and  not  wiser  men.  In 
the  case  of  the  tenant  his  condition,, 
although  it  may  be  better,  leaves  him  dis- 
satisfied, and  with  the  full  knowledge 
that  there  may  be  an  appeal,  and  also 
that  after  fifteen  years  his  rent  may  be 
raised.  I  think  I  am  right  in  saying  that 
the  framers  of  the  Land  Act  of  1881  had 
no  idea  that  this  fifteen  years'  revision  of 
rents  would  continue  for  ever.  It  is 
exactly  like  the  case  of  the  man  who  sits 
down  at  a  gambling  table  on  the  Conti- 
nent. A  certain  sum  has  to  be  put  into 
a  basket,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  take 
the  bank  and  deal  the  cards,  and  he  has 
only  to  play  long  enough  and  everything 
by  degrees  will  go  into  that  basket.  It 
is  a  system  of  legislation  that  exists  in 
no  country  in  the  world,  and  no  matter 
in  what  way  one  wishes  to  improve 
or  develop  property,  no  matter  what 
schemes — commercial,  agricultural,  or  in- 
dustrial— one  desires  to  embark  in,  these 
laws  pertaining  to  land  hit  one  in  the 
face  whichever  way  one  turns.  The 
remedy  for  a  long-standing  evil,  or,  rather,. 
I  will  call  it  law,  is  hard  to  find,  and  the 
recovery  must  be  gradual.  In  my  opinion,. 
and  in  the  opinion  of  everyone  I  have 
spoken  to  in  Ireland,  the  first  step  must 
be  in  the  more  generous  application  of  the 
Voluntary  Sale  and  Purchase  Acts.  It 
was  the  opinion  of  the  Fry  Com-^ 
mission  that  the  practice  of  the  Depart- 
ment, i.e.,  the  Land  Commission  had- 
been  over  strict  in  the  matter  of 
security,  and  that  applications  to  the 
Department  had  been  thereby  dis-^ 
couraged.  In  the  matter  of  pro- 
cedure, it  is  most  important  that 
there  should  be  a  simplification  tof  pro- 
cedure in  the  courts  dealing  with  the 
proving  of  title.  I  know  that  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  said  that  we  may  hope 
to  see  a  Bill  passed  to  facilitate  land 
purchase.  We  have  been  told  that  "  Hope 
springs  eternal  in  the  human  breast,"  and 
we  have  been  hoping  for  a  long  time.  It 
is  very  easy  to  sell  bad  land  in  Ireland,, 
but  very  hard  to  sell  good  land,  because 
if  the  tenant  and  the  lajidlord  come  to  an 
agreement  as  to  the  price  and  shake 
hands  over  the  bargain,  they  may,  by  the 
present  system,  be  placed  in  the  same 
position  as  before.  Anything  which  will 
facilitate  land  purchase  wilLr  be^&^great., 
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benefit.    This  is  not  a  landlord's   or   a ' 
tenant's  question,   for  both    have    long 
agreed  that  this  system  hampers  every 
possible  development.     To  imagine  that ' 
these  terrible  land  laws  are  to  ^o  on  for 
ever  is  impossible  to  any  sensible  man.  ' 


I  hope  that  the  noble  Duke  will  press  his 
motion  to  a  division,  and  that  your  Lord- 
ships will  support  the  motion. 

House  divided  :—  Contents,  61 ;  Non- 
Contents,  48. 
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Windsor,  L. 


LISCANNOR   HARBOUR,    COUNTY       , 
CLARE. 

The  Earl  of  MAYO :  My  Lords,  I  ' 
beg  to  ask  His  Majesty's  Grovemment  if,  i 
owing  to  the  defective  state  of  Liscannor  ' 
Harbour,  county  Clare,  which  was  con- 1 
structed  by  the  Board  of  Works,  Ireland,  [ 
and  which  is  the  port  of  shipment  for  that  j 
district,  and  from  which  harbour  vessels  ! 
are  only  able  to  enter  and  leave  at  high 
spring  tides,  they  wiU  order  the  said 
harbour  to  be  made  effective.  The  | 
history  of  this  harbour  is  rather  a  sad  one.  | 
The  Board  of  Works  tried  to  improve  it, 

The  Earl  of  Mayo, 


and  the  result  is  that  all  the  seaweed 
washes  into  the  harbour  and  the  sand 
silts  up.  I  believe  it  was  originally 
made  as  a  fishing  harbour,  but  since 
that  time  the  shipping  of  immense 
quantities  of  large  paving  flags  has 
become  a  very  important  industry  there, 
not  less  than  £8,000  a  year  being  spent 
in  wages.  I  do  not  wish  to  say  unpleasant 
things  about  our. Board  of | Works,  but  the 
coasts  of  Ireland  are  dotted  with  harbours 
made  by  the  Board  which  defy  the  efforts 
of  skilled  navigators  to  enter  them.  H 
large  steamers  cannot  get  into  Jiiscaanor 
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thej  cannot  ship  these  paving  flags,  and 
the  whole  industry  is  hampered.  Lord 
Zetland,  when  he  was  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  visited  the  place,  and  these  com- 
plaints were  made  to  him  then.  I  trust 
that  His  Majesty's  Gk)vemment  will  see 
their  way  to  make  the  harbour  effective. 

The  Earl  of  DENBIGH :  My  Lords, 
the  noble  Earl  has  correctly  stated  that 
the  harbour  at  Liscannor  was  originaUy 
formed  for  fishing  purposes.  It  was 
coDstructed  before  the  establishment  of 
the  Board  of  Works,  between  the  years 
1825  and  1831,  at  a  cost  of  £2,919,  of 
which  £2,000  was  a  Government  grant. 
Additional  works  were  undertaken  at  the 
harbour  under  the  Sea  Fisheries  Act  of 
1883,  which  cost  £5,184,  of  which  £3,885 
was  a  free  grant.  The  total  cost  of  the 
works  was,  therefore,  £8,103,  of  which 
£5,885  was  a  free  Government  grant. 
Neither  the  Board  of  Works  nor  the 
Irish  Grovernment  has  any  responsibility 
for  the  keep-up  of  the  harbour,  nor  for 
extending  it  to  meet  the  local  trade  which 
has  grown  up  there.  The  harbour,  as  I 
have  said,  was  originally  constructed  for 
fishery  purposes  alone,  and  the  county 
council  in  whom  it  is  vested  is  under  a 
statutory  obligation  to  maintain  it  in  a 
condition  suitable  for  the  fishing  boats 
which  use  the  harbour.  The  question  of 
the  present  condition  and  accommodation 
of  the  harbour  has  arisen  from  a  move- 
ment in  the  locality  (a  very  laudable  one, 
no  doubt)  to  facilitate  the  exportation 
of  stone  from  the  neighbouring  quarries. 
But  to  render  the  harbour  suitable  for 
commercial  purposes  and  to  provide  the 
necessary  increased  accommodation  would 
entail  an  expenditure  estimated  by  the 
Board  of  Works  to  amount  to  £13,000. 
There  are  no  funds  at  the  disposal  of 
Government  for  the  carrying  out  of 
works  of  such  magnitude,  and,  even  if 
there  were,  the  question  could  only  be 
considered  in  connection  with  similar 
claims  from  other  localities. 

Lord  INCHIQUIN:  My  Lords,  I 
was  myself  in  Liscannor  last  week.  I  can 
assure  the  House  that  on  both  sides  of 
the  streets,  from  the  pier  to  the  end  of 
the  town,  are  large  numbers  of  these 
paving  flags — the  finest,  I  think,  that  are 
procurable.  This  industry,  if  developed 
by  the  improvement  of  the  harbour,  could 
he  made  of  great  benefit  to  the  whole 
country.     The  opinion  locally  is  that  all 


that  would  be  needed  would  be  to  deepen 
the  harbour,  and  I  cannot  help  express- 
ing surprise  at  the  large  amount  of  the 
estimate  mentioned  by  the  noble  Earl 
who  represents  the  Irish  Office.  I  trust 
the  Government  will  be  able  to  render 
some  help  in  the  matter,  as  the  district 
in  question  has  no  resources  of  its  own. 

The  Duke  of  ABERCORN:  Who 
made  the  estimate  ? 

The  Earl  of  DENBIGH:  An  in- 
spection was  made  by  the  Board  of 
Works  engineenat  the  end  of  1897,  and 
he  stated  that  to  effect  the  improvements 
required  by  the  quarry  owners  would 
involve  an  expenditure  of  £13,000.  Un- 
fortunately there  is  no  money  available 
unless  a  special  grant  is  made  for  the 
purpose. 

Lord  INCHIQUIN:  Does  the 
estimate  include  works  other  than  the 
deepening  of  the  harbour  1 

The  Earl  of  DENBIGH  :  I  have  not 
the  details. 

Lord  INCHIQUIN  :  I  am  under  the 
impression  that  a  very  small  sum  would 
be  sufficient  to  pay  for  the  deepening  of 
the  harbour,  which  is  all  that  is  required. 

MILITARY  TRAINING  FOR  BOYS. 

The  Earl  of  MEATH  :  My  Lords,  I 
beg  to  draw  the  attention  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  to  the  military  training 
given  to  boys  between  fourteen  and 
seventeen  years  of  age  in  the  British 
colonies  of  New  South-  Wales,  Victoria, 
Natal,  Tasmania;  to  ask  whether  it  is 
not  the  case  that  in  some  of  these  colonies 
encouragement  and  financial  assistance 
are  'given  by  the  local  governments ; 
whether,  as  reported  at  the  time  in  the 
public  press,  in  reviewing  some  cadets 
and  schoolboys  at  Pietermaritzburg  on 
his  way  from  the  Transvaal  to  this 
country,  the  present  Commander-in-Chief, 
Field  Marshal  Earl  Roberts,  made  the 
following  remarks  :— 

"I  hope  the  old  country  will  follow  the 
example  of  one  of  her  children,  and  insist  upon 
all  boys  joining  cadet  corps ; " 

and  whether  His  Majesty's  Grovemment 
will  take  steps  to  follow  the  example  of 
those  colonies  which  give  special  financial 
and  other  encouragement    to    lads    old 
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•enough  to  become  efficient  in  the  use  of 
the  nfle.     I  have  asked  these  questions 
^th  a  view  to  drawing  the  attention  of 
His     Majesty's     Gk)vemment,     of    this 
House,   and,   I    hope,  of  the  public,   to 
the  very  important  question  of  whether 
or     not    it    is      advisable      that      we 
should  train  our  lads  up  to  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  so  that^  if  they  choose, 
and  only  if  they  choose,  they  can  be  of 
service  to  their  country  in  time  of  stress 
and  need.     I  believe  it  is  difficult  to  con- 
ceive in  the  present  day  a  question   of 
greater  importance  to  the  country  than 
this  one.     If  any  serious  struggle  arose 
at  this  moment  between  the  Empire  on 
the  one  hand  and  any  one  or  two  large 
Powers  on  the  other,  we  should  find  it 
absolutely  impossible  to  depend  entirely 
on  the  resources  of  the  regular  army.  We 
should  have  to  call  for  a  universal — I  will 
not    say  conscription,   but  assembly,  of 
the     free     citizens      of     this      country 
to    assist  the  regular  forces.      What  I 
wish  particularly  to  remind  your  Lord- 
ships of  is  this,  that  the  state  of  things 
which  exists    to-day    is  quite  different 
from  that  which  existed  when  the  pre- 
sent  system  originated.     Matters    have 
entirely  altered,  and    the   conditions  of 
the  British  Empire  to-day  are  absolutely 
different  from  what  they  were,  let  us  say, 
when  her  late  lamented  Majesty  came  to 
the  Throne.     What  was  the  condition  of 
affairs    now?    Take    Europe.    At    that 
time  we  were  absolutely  supreme  at  sea, 
and  there  was  no  Power  which  in  any 
way  approached  us.     What  is  the  case  at 
present  1    France  is  openly  vieing  to  be 
^n   an  equality  with   us;    and  all   the 
countries     are     increasing     their    naval 
strength.     We  are,  therefore,  even  at  sea, 
in  a  very  different  position  from  what  we 
were  at  the  time  the  late  Queen  came  to 
the  throne. 

Now  let  us  take  the  position  of 
Great  Britain  and  America.  At  the  time 
Queen  Victoria  came  to  the  throne  there 
was  practically  no  population  on  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States  and  Canada, 
but  we  now  have  on  both  sides  of 
those  frontiers  an  active,  intelligent,  and 
intensely  jealous  population.  I  nope  the 
day  will  never  come  when  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  race  wiU  be  divided  by  conflict, 
but  we  must,  as  common-sense  people, 
look  to  the  future  and  avoid  offering 
temptation  even  to  our  cousins  of  the 
United  States.  If  we  turn  to  the  Atlantic 
and  the  Pacific,  we  have  miles  and  miles 
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I  of  British   frontiers  which   have    to  be 
'  defended.    Let  us  look  at  Asia.   In  olden 
days  Asia  was  almost  an  unknown  country, 
i  which   took  three  months    or  more    to 
reach.      Asia,  so  far  as  England  was  con- 
cerned,   meant    India,    and    India    was 
'  isolated  altogether  from  European  influ- 
ence by  mountains  and  enormous  tracts 
of  country.     There  was  no  civilised   or 
I  military   Power  which    could  endanger 
India,  and  all  we  had  in  those  days  to 
consider  was  the  maintenance  of  internal 
I  order  and  the  keeping  up  of  an  army 
I  which  could  protect  us  against  the  un- 
civilised tribes.      I  believe  that  at   the 
I  time  of  the  Indian  Mutiny  there   were 
I  not  more  than  12,000  British  soldiers  in 
India.       But   what  is  the  case  to-day  % 
India  has  been  nearly  doubled  since  the 
;  annexation  of  Burmah,  the  frontiers  have 
been  considerably  increased,  and  we  have 
to  keep  70,000  men  in  India  alone.     Otir 
Indian  Empire  is  now  almost  conterminous 
with    Kussian     and     French    territory. 
Let    us    next    turn    to    Africa.        In 
the     days     when     her     late     Majesty 
ascended    the  Throne    the    Briton    was 
practically    supreme    in    Africa.     There 
were  a  few  French  settlements,  but  they 
were  very  small.     The  French  had  not 
even  claimed  authority  in  Algeria,  and  if 
at  the  time  of  Her  Majesty's  accession 
some  person  had  said  that  before  the 
accession  of  another  Sovereign  to    the 
throne  of  this  country  France  would  have 
surrounded  our  West  Indian  possessions, 
and  would  have  extended  her  territory 
so    that    it    would     spread     from     the 
Mediterranean     to     the     Atlantic    and 
away    to     the    East     bordering    upon 
a    country    under    the    protection     of 
Great  Britain,",  namely,  Egypt,  he  would 
have  been  laijq^ed  at.    In  those  days 
Germany  had  no  possessions  in  Africa  ; 
now    she  (has    large  possessions    there. 
Italy  had  no  possessions  in  Africa ;  now 
she  has.      And  we  have    France   with 
thousands  of  miles  of    frontier   conter- 
minous with  our  own.     AU  the  nations 
of  the  world,  you  may  say,  have  come  in 
and  are  dividing  Africa  with  us,  and  con- 
sequently    we     have     enormous     land 
frontiers    to    protect.      We    have   land 
frontiers  in  America,  in  Asia,  in  Africa, 
and  yet  we  go  on  under  the  impression 
that  we  are  a  ti^ht  httle  island  with 
nothing  to  think  of  except  the  defence  of 
these  shores. 

Great  Britain  at  this  moment  has  the 
largest  land  frontier  of  any  Power,  and 
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our  territories,  we  must  remember,  are 
-conterminous  with  those  of  the  greatest 
military  nations  in  the  world — nations  ' 
that  have  conscription  and  millions  of 
wariiors  whom  they  can  call  to  their  aid 
at  any  moment.  1  think  I  have  shown 
that  the  conditions  of  Imperial  defence 
are  absolutely  different  from  what  they 
were  when  the  late  Queen  came  to  the 
throne,  and  yet  we  are  going  on  the  same 
old  principle  and  neglecting  our  military 
forces.  In  the  colonies,  however,  a  very 
much  wiser  view  of  this  question  has  been 
taken.  There  is  at  this  moment  an  Act 
passing  through  the  Parliament  of 
the  Australian  Commonwealth  which 
says  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
Australian  to  be  prepared  to  be 
'Called  upon  at  any  moment,  if  need 
arises,  to  serve  his  country.  They 
do  not  say  he  should  be  conscripted  or 
go  into  the  regular  army — they  trust  to 
voluntary  service  for  the  regular  army 
— but  they  say  every  man  ought  to  be 
<x)mpelled  to  defend  his  country.  I  hope 
the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  a  similar 
policy  will  be  carried  out  by  His 
Majesty's  Government.  But  in  the 
meantime  we  desire  that  the  young  lads 
of  the  country  should  be  trained,  I  will 
not  say  in  a  military  fashion,  but  trained 
so  that  they  can  without  unnecessary  loss 
of  time  be  placed  in  the  ranks  of  their 
country's  defenders  in  case  of  need. 
It  is  many  years  since  I  was  in  the 
diplomatic  service,  but  I  have  kept  in  close 
touch  with  foreigners,  spending  a  couple 
of  months  every  year  out  of  England, 
and  I  am  convinced  that  our  attitude  on 
the  military  question  has  been  the  cause 
of  a  great  deal  of  our  trouble,  and  that 
owing  to  that  action  foreign  countries 
imagine  that  we  have  no  force  behind  us 
except  the  Navy,  and  that  if  they  press 
us  we  must  give  way.  I  believe  that  if 
it  had  been  known  to  ex-President 
Kruger  that  we  had,  behind  the  regular 
troops,  a  nation  trained  in  their  youth  to 
the  use  of  the  rifle,  there  never  would  have 
been  any  Boer  war,  and  the  enormous 
amount  of  money  which  is  being  spent 
on  South  Africa  would  have  been  saved. 
It  is  because  we  always  make  the 
foreigners  believe  that  we  have  no  force 
behind  us  that  they  venture  to  attack  us. 
i  was  imable  to  speak  on  the  Military 
Instruction  Bill  the  other  day,  and  many 
of  my  noble  friends  had  no  opportunity  of 
speaking  on  the  subject.  I  believe  that 
on  that  day  our  proceedings  were  irregu- 
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]  lar  from  beginning  to  end,  and  that  all 
j  of  us,  from  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
I  to  the  noble   Marquess  who    leads  the 
Gk)vernment,  were  out  of  order. 


The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  LORD 
PRIVY  SEAL  (The  Marquess  of  Salis- 
bury) :  When  1 

The  Earl  of  MEATH  :  Monday  of 
last  week,  the  day  on  which  the 
Military  Instruction  Bill  was  before  the 
House.  In  this  matter  the  colonies 
have  taken  the  lead.  In  Victoria  drill  has 
been  obligatory  for  many  years  in  State 
schools.  Until  the  financial  crisis  the 
local  government  gave  10s.  a  year  for 
every  efficient  cadet,  and  from  £S  to  £10 
for  every  efficient  corps.  Masters  of 
schools  had  to  qualify  as  driU  instnictors, 
and  drill  was  given  to  the  lads  in  school 
hours.  The  Government  provided  them 
with  rifles,  bayonets,  ranges,  etc.  In 
Natal  they  have  gone  still  further. 
Every  boy  in  the  State  schools  has  to 
drill  from  the  age  of  six  to  ten  years,  at 
ten  years  of  age  he  must  enrol  himself  as 
a  cadet,  and  at  fourteen  he  must  proceed 
to  the  butts.  Therefore  since  1893 
conscription  has  been  carried  out  within 
the  British  Empire.  It  has  been  a  very 
sensible  conscription,  and  one  which  has 
not  pressed  too  hard  on  the  population. 
In  Victoria  they  have  had  some  6,000 
cadets,  and  in  Natal  26,000.  Of  the 
2,445  officers  who  left  Victoria  for  South 
Africa,  two-thirds  passed  through  the 
cadet  corps.  I  think  the  noble  and 
gallant  Earl  the  Commander-in-Chief 
and  all  who  took  part  in  the  war  will 
acknowledge  that  the  fact  of  these  lads 
having  been  trained  in  cheir  youth  was 
of  enormous  assistance  to  our  Army  in 
Natal  at  the  time  when  we  only  had  a 
few  thousand  men  there,  and  when  it 
was  of  the  greatest  importance  to  hold 
our  heads  against  the  Boers  till  reinforce- 
ments arrived.  I  iknow  it  has  been  said, 
"This  is  all  very  fine,  but  we  cannot 
spend  money  upon  lads.  We  must  have 
trained  soldiers."  Surely,  it  is  wise  to 
look  ahead  and  remember  that  in  a  few 
years  these  lads  will  be  trained  soldiers. 
Lord  Roberts  has  himself  said  that  after 
three  years  a  trained  lad  will  be  as  efficient 
a  soldier  as  a  Reservist  who  has  left  the 
Army  and  gone  back  to  his  work.  It 
has  been  said,  also,  that  these  cadet 
battalions  would  not  furnish  lads  for  the 
Army.     The  idea  is  not  that  they  should 
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furnish  any  larce  percenta^  to  the  Army, 
but  that  they  should  be  a  Keserve.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  however,  cadet  battalions 
do  supply  recruits  for  the  Army  very 
largely.  In  the  last  ten  years  the  1st 
Cadet  Battalion  of  the  King  s  Koyal  Rifles 
has  passed  500  boys  to  the  Army,  or  10 
per  cent,  per  annum,  and  I  know  another 
battalion  which  has  supplied  25  per  cent, 
to  the  Army,  Navy,  and  (the  Militia,  and 
25  per  cent,  to  the  Volunteers.  I  hope 
that  during  the  autumn  His  Majesty's 
Government  wiU  take  the  whole  subject  into 
their  serious  consideration  with  a  view  to 
doing  something  next  session  to  enable 
patriotic  lads  to  fit  themselves  for  the 
defence  of  the  country. 

Viscount  FRANKFORT  DE  MONT- 
MORENCY :    My  Lords,  the  noble  Earl 
has  explained  what  is  done  in  our  colo- 
nies.    I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words 
on    the    training   of    boys    in    Switzer- 
land,   as    I     think     the    S\viss    system 
could      be     easily     adapted      to      this 
country.        The      Swiss      boy      begins 
training  at  eight  years  of  age.     He  com- 
mences in  school  to  be  instructed  in  the 
rudiments  of  drill,  and  between  ten  and 
fifteen  years  of  age  he  must  attend  a 
course    of    gymnastic   instruction.      On 
reaching  the  age  of  sixteen  all  compulsory 
instruction  ceases  for  a  period  of  four 
years,  which  enables  him  to   learn  his 
trade  or  whatever  business  he  proposes  to 
enter;   but  during  that  time  he  is   en- 
couraged to  join  voluntary  classes  which 
practice  rifle  shooting  and  military  exer- 
cises.    When  he  is  twenty  years  of  age 
he  presents  himself  for  a  recruit's  course. 
The  infantryman  has  to  undergo  forty- 
five  days  drill,  the  artilleryman  and  the 
engineer  fifty-five,   and  the  cavalryman 
eighty.     I  mention  these  figures  to  show 
vour  Lordships  how  weU  the  lads  must 
have      been      trained     for     these     few 
days   training    to     be    sufficient.       Our 
militiaman    ^oes    up    for    forty  -  eight 
days      military      diill  ;       and      when 
he  comes  down  he  knows  about  as  much 
as    a  Swiss  boy  when  he   commences. 
Something  has  been  said  about  conscrip- 
tion,  but  I  feel  sure  it  will  never   be 
a^eed  to  as  a  permanent  measure.     The 
idea  and  character  of    the    Saxon    are 
opposed     to    it.      During    the    war    in 
America  the  North  had  conscription  for 
a  time,  but  as  soon  as  the  war  ended  con- 
scription ceased.     If  Great  Britain  were 
in  difficulties  I  believe  she  would  agree  to 
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conscription  for  a  time,  but  only  for  a 
time.  Therefore  we  must  never  depend 
upon  it.  If  the  vouth  of  the  country 
were  to  drill  at  scnool,  and  were  taught 
the  elements  of  soldiering,  what  a  strong 
position  we  should  be  m !  Suppose  a 
panic  occurred,  instead  of  having  to  learn 
to  march  and  shoot,  these  drilled  men — for 
they  cannot  always  remain  boys — could 
fall  in,  understanding  discipline,  drill,, 
and  musketry. 

It  has  been  frequently  said  that  boys 
learn  very  little  drill  and  musketry  at 
school.     That  is  not  the  conclusion  I 
have  come  to.      The   school  and  cadet 
corps  which  I  have  seen  drill  well,  are 
very  steady,   and  thoroughly  versed  in 
discipline.    The  inspecting  officer  would 
see  that  their  military  training  was  up  to 
the  standard  laid  down.      Only  a  few 
weeks  ago  it  was  my  pleasure  to  see  the 
cadet  battalion  of  the  Grocers'  Company's 
school.  The  boys  had  no  uniform,  but  they 
drilled  very  well,  and  did  some  difficult 
battalion  movements  without  loss  of  dis- 
tance in  a  manner  which  would   have 
done  credit  to  any  well-trained  body  of 
men.    They  also  did  manual  exercises 
and     physical     drill     as    a     battalion 
with  decided  credit  to  their  colonel,  to 
themselves,    and    to    their    instructors. 
Look  at  this  training  from  another  point 
of  view.    See  the  good  it  does.    Look  at 
the    poor    boys    with     roimded    backs^ 
sloping  shoulders,  narrow,  sunken  chests,, 
and  almost  fleshless  limbs  who  abound  in 
our  large  towns.    We  do  a  great  deal  to 
educate  these  sickly  boys,  but  what  is  the 
use  of  book  work  if  they  have  not  the 
strength  to  put  what  they  have  learned 
to  any  use  1    First  make  the  boy  strong 
and    healthy  by  physical  training,  and 
then  he  will  be  able  to  learn  his  lessons 
and  put  them  to  some  practical  use.    I 
cannot  understand  why,   when  all    our 
colonies  are  doing  so  much  to  improve 
the  physique  of  their  youth  and  protect 
their  country,  the  Government  of  this 
realm  should  do  nothing  but  throw  cold 
water  upon  the    movement  by  naming 
fabulous  sums  as  the  cost  of  drilling  a  few 
thousand  boys,  and  placing  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  an  easy  and  inexpensive  scheme 
when  it  is  suggested.     You  may  depend 
upon  it  that  to  do  anything  well  we 
must  begin  young,  and  military  raining 
is  no  exception  to  the  rule. 

The     under     SECRETARY    of 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (Lord  Raglan):  My 
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Lords,  with  regard  to  the  noble  Earl's 
first  question,  as  to  the  military  training 
given  to  boys  in  the  British  colonies,  I 
have  not,  I  am  afraid,  been  able  to  find 
out  anything  very  definite,  but  I  will  give 
your  Lordships  such  information  as  I 
have  been  able  to  gather.  The  noble 
Lord  was  quite  correct  in  saying  that  in 
Natal  military  training  is  compulsory  on 
all  boys  over  ten  years  of  age  attending  the 
Government  schools.  They  are  arranged 
in  cadet  corps,  under  the  command  of 
the  Volunteer  commandant.  They  have 
been  provided  with  uniforms,  in  some  cases 
by  scnool  entertainments,  and  in  others 
from  the  Gk)vemment  allowance.  The 
number  of  drills  attended  is  not  known, 
but  the  corps  usually  attend  a  general 
encampment,  lasting  about  four  days. 
From  this  year's  estimates  it  appears  that 
J&2,695  was  spent  upon  the  cadet  corps 
in  the  year  1899-1900 ;  £3,500  was  down 
as  the  estimate  for  1900-1 ;  and  £2,000 
is  put  down  for  1901-2.  From  the 
Defence  Report  for  1899  it  appears  that 
there  were  1,964  cadets,  of  whom  995 
attended  under  arms  at  the  annual  general 
encampment  from  24th  June  to  30th 
June.  With  regard  to  New  South  Wales, 
the  cadets  are  formed  into  two  different 
classes — senior  and  junior.  Senior  cadets' 
corps  are  affiliated  to  the  partially -paid 
units,  and  are  under  the  Military  Depart- 
ment. Presumably  they  undergo  the 
same  drills,  namely,  twenty-five  half  days 
and  a  course  of  musketry.  Uniform  is 
found  by  the  Grovemment,  Junior 
cadets,  actually  attending  school,  are 
under  the  control  of  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation. For  the  year  ended  June,  1900, 
£4,310  was  estimated  to  be  expended 
under  the  sub-head  "  Cadet  Branch  "  of 
the  head  "Public  Instruction."  This 
£4,310  included  amounts  of  £1,000  for 
the  purchase  of  arms  and  ammunition, 
£300  for  the  pay  of  military  instructors 
attending  country  schools,  £350  to  com- 
plete the  equipment  of  school  cadets,  £150 
for  rifle  practice,  musketrv  instruction, 
etc.,  and  £40  for  school  drum  and  fife 
bands. 

In  Tasmania  the  cadet  corps,  which  is 
300  strong,  undergoes  twenty-four  even- 
ing drills  per  annum,  and  is  luider  the 
commandant  of  the  local  forces.  In 
lg98 — which  seems  to  be  the  latest  year 
of  which  particulars  can  be  found — £196 
odd  was  spent  on  cadets'  corps  at  Hobart 
and  Launceston.  With  regard  to  Vic- 
toria, the  senior  cadet  corps,  formed  of 
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youths  between  fifteen  and  twenty  years 
of  age,  is  about  530  strong.  It  is 
under  the  commandant  of  the  local 
forces.  It  is  practically  a  Volunteer 
battalion,  and  as  such  the  members 
must  attend  twelve  daylight  drills 
and  twelve  night  driUs.  The  members 
are  supplied  with  clothing,  and  a  capita- 
tion allowance  is  granted  for  each  efficient 
member.  There  are  several  junior  cadet 
corps,  with  a  total  strength  of  3,800. 
These  do  not  appear  to  be  under  the 
local  commandant,  and  consequently  are 
not  likely  to  receive  any  allowance 
beyond  the  use  of  arms  and  equipment. 
This  is  all  the  information  I  have  on  the 
subject.  The  remarks  quoted  are  cor- 
rectly attributed  to  the  Commander-in- 
Chief.  The  difference  in  position  between 
the  colonies  and  this  country  is  consider- 
able. In  the  United  Kingdom  there  is  s, 
large  force  of  trained  and  partly-trained 
men  in  the  Army,  Militia,  Yeomanry,  and 
Volunteers,  and  besides  these  there 
are  able-bodied  men  to  the  number 
of  hundreds  of  thousands  who  at 
some  time  have  served  in  one  of 
these  forces.  In  the  colonies,  with 
the  exception  of  Canada,  where  there  has 
been  a  Militia  for  many  years,  there  are 
only  small  armed  forces  recently  estab- 
lished, and  no  reserve  of  trained  men,  and 
therefore  a  system  for  training  cadets  is 
the  readiest  way  to  create  a  reserve. 
The  position  of  Natal  is  peculiar.  There 
is  a  small  white  population  in  the  midst 
of  a  large  coloured  population,  and  on  the 
frontier  hostile  tribes  or  a  hostile  natioR 
of  European  blood,  and  so  it  is  that  in 
Natal  military  training  is  compulsory  on 
all  bovs  over  ten  attending  Gk)vemment 
schools.  The  system  in  Switzerland  is 
part  of  the  compulsory  service,  and  is 
adopted  so  that  the  service  should  press 
as  lightly  as  possible  upon  the  population 
by  commencing  training  in  youth.  The 
views  of  the  Government  I  have  recently 
expressed.  The  figures  I  gave  on  a 
former  occasion  have  been  questioned, 
but  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
expense  of  carrying  out  such  a 
scheme  would  be  considerable,  and 
for  boys  who  when  they  became  men 
would  not  be  liable  for  military  service. 
I  cannot  follow  the  argument  that  because 
military  expenditure  is  large  this  oppor- 
tunity should  be  taken  to  extend  it  still 
further.  The  value  of  military  training 
for  boys  I  fully  appreciate,  but  the  ques- 
tion  «  largely  a  ^nandal^o^^gij^he 
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part  of  the  Govemment  I  can  make  no 
promise  in  the  direction  decdred. 

House  adjoorned  at  a  quarter  before 
Seven  of  the  clock,  tilli  to- 
rn c^row,  half -past  Ten  of  the 
clock. 


HOUSE     OF     COMMONS. 
Thursday,   \Uh  July,   1901. 


PRIVATE   BILL   BUSINESS, 


LOCAL     GOVERNMENT     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  7)  BILL.     [By  Order.] 

As  amended,  considered 

*Mr.  PLUMMER  (Newcastle-on-Tyne) 
said  the  question  raised  by  the  Amend- 
ment he  had  on  the  Paper  was  one  of 
considerable  importance,  the  point  being 
whether  a  Committee  upstairs  had  power 
to  go  beyond  the  scope  of  the  original 
notice.  He  had  received  an  intimation 
that  his  motion  would  not  be  opposed, 
and  was  glad,  therefore,  that  he  would 
not  have  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  Clause  2.'*— (Mr.  Plummer.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  Clause  2 
stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Sir  JOHN  BRUNNEB  (Cheshire, 
Northwich)  said  that,  speaking  as  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  before  which 
this  Bill  came,  they  considered  it  desirable 
in  the  interests  of  the  public  to  amend  it 
by  providing  that  the  boundary  of  South 
Shields  should  stand  at  the  middle  of  the 
stream  and  at  low  water  of  the  same. 
He  had,  however,  been  shown  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Local  Grovernment 
Board  a  clause  of  an  agreement  made 
between  the  Tyne  Commissioners  and 
the  borough  of  South  Shields,  according 
to  which  the  corporation  were  bound 
not  to  ask  for  a  boundary  in  mid-stream 
or  at  low  water.  He  should  explain 
that  the  corporation  provided  for  the  use 
of  the  Committee  a  map  in  which  the 
boundary  in  mid  stream  was  clearly 
claimed,  and  under  those  circumstances 

Lord  Raglan, 


the  Committee  felt  themselves  free  to 
deal  with  the  matter.  He  was  still  of 
opinion  that  the  decision  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  a  wise  one,  but  under  the 
circumstances  he  did  not  propose  to  offer 
any  opposition  to  the  motion  of  his  hon. 
friend  opposite. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) 
said  this  matter  was  one  of  considerable 
public  importance,  and  deserved,  conse- 
quently, more  than  merely  formal  notice. 
This  was  a  Bill  confirming  a  Local 
Government  Board  Provisional  Order, 
granted  after  local  inquiry.  But  the 
Committee  upstairs  had  added  a  clause 
the  subject  matter  of  which  had  never 
been  inquired  into,  and  had  thereby 
gone  beyond  its  powers. 

Sir  JOHN  BRUNNER  said  the 
question  was  submitted  to  the  Chairman 
of  Ways  and  Means,  who  declined  to  give 
any  decision,  but  preferred  to  move 
that  the  Bill  be  referred  to  the  Examiners 
of  Private  Bills.  That  was  done,  and  that 
body  came  to  the  conclusion  that  there 
was  no  Standing  Order  applicable  to  the 
case. 

*Mr.  WHITMORE  (Chelsea),  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Standing 
Orders  which  had  the  matter  before  it, 
said  they  were  placed  in  a  position  of 
great  difficulty.  They  were  asked  to 
decide  whether  any  Standing  Order  had 
been  neglected,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact 
they  found  there  was  none  which  applied 
to  that  particular  case.  This  was  because 
the  Bill,  although  substantially  a  private 
Bill,  was  technically  a  pubUc  Bill,  If  it 
had  been  in  form,  as  it  was  in  substance, 
a  private  Bill,  the  particular  alteration 
could  not  have  been  made  without 
notice  to  all  the  parties  concerned. 

Sir  JOHN  BRUNNER  :  That  was 
not  the  opinion  of  the  Standing  Orders 
Committee. 

*Mr.  WHITMORE  said  it  was  clear 
that  for  this  reason  an  injustice  had 
been  inflicted,  and  it  would  be  well  if 
they  could  have  a  new  Standing  Order 
applying  to  cases  of  that  kind. 

*Dr.  SHIPMAN  (Northampton)  said 
the  Committee  were  strongly  of  opinion 
that  the  boundary  should  be.  fixed  at 
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mid  stream  and  at  low  water  on  the 
foreshore  of  the  sea.  He  understood 
that  the  Committee,  in  the  interest  of 
the  public,  were  simply  dedaring  what 
the  law  really  was.  There  were  cases 
which  dealt  with  the  river  boundaries  of 
what  are  now  North  and  South  Shields. 
The  presumptions  of  law  were  also  in 
favour  of  South  Shields,  both  with 
respect  to  the  river  and  the  sea  shore. 
He  would  refer  to  the  cases  of  McCannon 
V.  Sinclair  and  Embleton  v.  Brown.  He 
understood,  too,  that  notice  had  been 
given  through  a  map  which  showed  the 
boundaries  as  he  had  stated.  He  was 
eurprised  they  had  exceeded  their  powers, 
and  that  their  zeal  in  the  public  service 
had  not  met  with  the  appreciation  they 
had  expected.     He  was  sorry  it  was  so. 

*Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet)  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Tyrone  that  this  was  a  matter 
which  ought  not  to  be  slurred  over. 
He  was  not  present  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Standing  Orders  Committee,  so  he 
did  not  speaJc  on  its  behalf.  The  hon. 
Member  who  spoke  last  had  very  fairly 
admitted  that  a  mistake  had  been  made, 
though  the  hon, ,  Baronet  had  not  done 
so,  and  consequently  it  was  necessary  to 
make  it  clear  that  it  would  be  setting  a 
most  dangerous  precedent  to  allow  any 
Committee  to  insert  in  a  Provisional 
Order  matters  which  had  not  been 
gone  into  at  the  local  inquiry. 

Mr.  bain  (Cumberland,  Egremont) 
pointed  out  that  the  Committee  were 
misled  by  the  map,  and  thus  somewhat 
exceeded  their  powers. 

Sir  JAMES  JOICEY  (Durham, 
€hester-le-Street)  said  that,  representing 
to  a  large  extent  the  interests  of  the 
Tyne  Commissioners,  he  viewed  with 
some  alarm  any  interference  with  regard 
to  the  river,  and  he  hoped  the  House 
would  not  sanction  the  action  of  the 
Committee.  He  had  some  knowledge 
of  the  Tyne  foreshore.  It  had  always 
been  in  dispute  whether  the  Department 
of  Woods  and  Forests,  the  Tyne  Commis- 
siners,  or  the  City  of  Newcastle  owned 
the  foreshore. 

The  secretary  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Grant 
Lawson,  Yorkshire,  N.R.,  Thirsk)  said 


the  suggestion  had  been  thrown  out 
that  the  Committee  were  misled  by  the 
maps  shown  in  the  course  of  the  inquiry, 
but  he  would  point  out  that  those  maps 
were  only  put  in  for  the  purpose  of  deaUng 
with  the  southern  boundary.  Nobody, 
however,  blamed  the  Committee  for  what 
they  had  done.  Their  intentions,  no 
doubt,  were  laudable,  but  still  it  was  a 
question  whether  or  not  their  decision 
was  in  the  pubUc  interest,  and  he  was 
glad,  therefore,  that  the  motion  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Newcastle  was  not  to  be 
opposed.  No  doubt  the  method  of  pro- 
ceeding adopted  by  the  Committee  was 
very  wrong  indeed.  It  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  these  Provisional  Orders  often 
dealt  with  the  taking  of  private  property 
by  compulsion,  and  it  was  therefore 
absolutely  necessary  that  parties  con- 
cerned should  have  full  notice  of  any 
change  proposed  to  be  made.  He  agreed 
that  it  was  desirable  that  there  should 
be  a  Standing  Order  to  meet  these  cases. 

Mr.  HALSEY  (Hertfordshire,  Wat- 
ford) said  the  action  of  the  Standing 
Orders  Committee  was  purely  ministerial. 
They  were  asked  merely  to  decide  whether 
the  Standing  Orders  relating  to  private 
Bills  were  applicable  to  this  clause,  and 
whatever  their  private  opinions  as  to  the 
wisdom  or  otherwise  of  inserting  it,  or  as 
to  the  adequacy  of  the  existing  Standing 
Orders,  they  could  come  to  no  other 
decision  than  that  the  Standing  Orders 
were  not  applicable.  It  was  not  for  them 
to  sit  in  judgment  on  another  Com- 
mittee, and  so  they  carefully  abstained 
from  expressing  any  opinion  as  to  its 
action.  This  case,  however,  showed  the 
necessity  for  an  alteration  of  the  Standing 
Orders,  because  it  was  evidently  in  the 
power  of  a  Committee  upstairs  at  the 
present  time  to  alter  or  add  to  Provisional 
Order  Bills  in  a  way  which  might  give  rise 
to  great  abuses,  and  involve  serious  inter- 
ference with  the  rights  of  private  pro- 
perty without  proper  notice  to  the  owners 
thereof. 

*Mr.  MORRELL  (Oxfordshire,  Wood- 
stock) said  the  Committee  had  before 
them  at  first  the  map  previously  laid 
before  the  Local  Government  Board  at 
the  local  inquiry — a  reproduction  of  the 
ordnance  map,  but  showing  in  colour  the 
county,  union,  and  borough  boundaries,  as 
there  set  out, running  togethermiddle  of  the 
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river.  This  conveyed  the  impression  that 
mid-stream  of  the  Tyne  was  the  boundary 
of  South  Shields  for  all  purpose ;  sewer 
outlets  and  indentations  into  the  south 
bank  being  within  the  authority  of  South 
Shields.  Later  in  the  inquiry  a  second 
map  was  produced,  coloured  ta  show  the 
boundary  of  South  Shields  at  high 
water  mark  of  the  river  Tyne,  excluding 
the  indentations,  sewer  outlets,  and  so  on. 
The  Committee  therefore  determined  it 
would  be  well  to  declare  these  items 
within  South  Shields,  confirming  the 
detail  as  to  the  boundary  set  out  in  the 
first  map  produced,  as  these  items  might 
become  "no  man's  land."  They  acted 
solely  in  the  public  interest;  but  after 
the  statements  as  to  Standing  Ordei-s  he 
agreed  it  would  be  well  not  to  insist  on 
retaining  the  clause. 

Sir  JOHN  BRUNNER  :  It  was  clearly 
and  distinctly  in  the  minds  of  the  Com- 
mittee  

*Mr.  PLUMMER  :  If  the  hon.  Baronet 
speaks  again  I  also  shall  have  to  ask  the 
indulgence  of  the  House. 

Sir  JOHN  BRUNNER  said  he  only 
wanted  to  say  that  the  Committee  acted 
in  the  belief  that  full  legal  notice  had  been 
given. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

TOTTENHAM    AND    HAMPSTEAD 
JUNCTION  RAILWAY  BILL. 

YORKSHIRE   ELECTRIC   POWER  BILL. 

Lords'  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

WISBECH  WATER   BILL  [Lords]. 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
Amendments. 


WIGAN  CORPORATION  TRAMWAYS^ 
ETC.,  BILL  [LordB]. 

As  amended,  considered ;    to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

DISTRICT  MESSENGER  AND  THEATRE 
TICKET  COxMPANY  BILL.     (By  Order.) 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged ;   Bill  withdrawn. 

Mr,  Morrell 


BROADSTAIRS      AND      ST.      PETER'^ 
WATER   AND    IMPROVEMENT    BILL. 

I  Lords]. 

Reported*  with  Amendments  ;  Reports* 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.- 

STRATTON  AND  BUDE  IMPROVEMENT! 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Mr.  Heywood  JoHNSTONi,  acting  as- 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Unop- 
posed Bills  this  day,  in  the  absence  of  the 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means,  reported 
that  in  his  opinion  the  Stratton  and  Bude 
Improvement  Bill  [Lords],  though  Unop- 
posedi  ought  to  be  treated  as  an  Opposed 
Private  Bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  treated  as  an 
Opposed  Bill.— (Ifr.  CaldimlL) 

HARROGATE  WATER  BILL  [Lords]. 
Reported,  with  Amendments  ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

LEEDS    CORPORATION    WATER    BILL. 
[Lords]. 

Reported,  with  Amendments  [Costs 
awarded] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table^ 
and  to  be  printed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to — 

Local  Government  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  6)  Bill,  without 
amendment ; 

Torrington  and  Okehampton  Rail- 
way Bill ; 

North  British  Railway  Bill,  with; 
Amendments. 

That  they  have  agreed  to  Amend- 
ments to — 

Handsworth  Urban  District  CounciT 
Bill  [Lords],  without  amendment.. 


PETITIONS, 

ALKALI,  ETC.,   WORKS   REGULATION 
BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Salford,  and 
Huddersfield ;.  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

BURGH   SEWERAGE,  DRAINAGE,  AND 
WATER  SUPPLY  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Royal,  Parliamentary*- 
and  Police  Burghs  of  Scotland,,  for  altera 
tion  ;  to  lie  upon  the  TaJ^lei^^^i^ 
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COMPENSATION    FOR    DAMAGE   TO 
CROPS,  ETC.,  BILL. 

Petition  from  Kippen,  in  favour ; 
*o  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EDUCATION     (CONTINUATION 
SCHOOLS)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Gravesend,  in  favour  ; 
*o  lie  upon  the  Table. 

HOUSING      OF     WORKING      CLASSES 
(REPAYMENT  OF  LOANS)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Huddersfield,  in  favour; 
*o  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POLICE  SUPERANNUATION  (SCOT- 
LAND)   BILL. 

Petition  from  Royal,  Parliamentary 
jand  Police  Burghs  of  Scotland,  against ; 
^o  lie  upon  the  Table. 

«ALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN  BILL. 

Petition  from  Clogher,  in  favour ; 
Xolie  upon  the  Table, 

STEAM  ENGINES  AND  BOILERS  (PER- 
SONS IN  CHARGE)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Huddersfield,  against ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


Reports,  &c  81 

ARMY. 

Copy  presented,  of  Paper  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  laying  down  the 
requirements  from  our  Army,  dated 
1st  June,  1891  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES), 
Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 
2659   to  2662   [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

AFRICA  (No.  6,  1901). 
Copy    presented,    of    Correspondence 
respecting    the    Uganda    Railway    [by 
Commaiid]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 

RAILWAY  RETURNS. 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  as  to  the 
Capital,  Traffic  Receipts,  and  Working 
Expenditure,  etc.,  of  the  Railway  Com- 
panies of  the  United  Kingdom  for  the 
year  1900  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

PILOTAGE. 

Copy  presented,  of  Abstract  of  Returns 
relating  to  Pilots  and  Pilotage  in  the 
United  Kingdom  (in  continuation  of 
Parliamentary  Paper  No.  265,  of  Session 
1900),  as  furnished  by  the  various 
Pilotage  Authorities  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
INo.  268.] 

TITHE  RENT-CHARGE  (RATING)  ACT, 
1899  (AMOUNTS  PAID  TO  AD- 
MINISTRATIVE  COUNTIES  AND 
BOROUGHS). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  8th  July  ;  Mr.  Alfred  Hutton] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


QUESTIONS, 

SOUTH  AFRICA— BRITISH     INDIAN 
TRADERS. 

Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG- 
GREE  (Bethnal  Green,  N.E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  if  his  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  a  representation,  dated  20th  April, 
1901,  signed  by  a  number  of  British 
Indian  trading  firms  and  residents  in 
South  Africa,  complaining  that  the 
regulations  directed  against  them  by  the 
late  Boer  administrators  in  the  Trans- 
vaal and  Orange  River  Colony  were 
being  still  enforced ;  whether  he  has 
now  discussed  with  Lord  Milner  this 
matter,  with  a  view  to  repealing  those 
regulations,  and,  if  so,  will  he  state  the 
conclusion  at  which  he  has  arrived. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham, W.):  (1)  The  representation 
has  been  brought  to  my  notice  by  my 
honourable  friend,  and  I  am  making 
inquiry  in  regard  to  the  allegations  con- 
tained in  it.  (2)  The  status  of  His 
Majesty's  Indian  subjects  in  the  Trans- 
vaal and  Orange  River  Colony  is  a  matter 
of  considerable  complexity,  which  I  fear 
cannot  be  settled  by  a  simple  repeal  of 
the  laws  of  the  late  republics  on  the 
subject.  I  have  been  obliged  to  reserve 
it  for  consideration  after  Lord  Milner's 
return  to  South  Africa,  but  I  may  add 
that  both  Lord  Milner  and  myself  will 
approach  in  a  sympathetic  spiri*-,  any 
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proved  grievances  of  our  Indian  fellow- 
subjects  in  the  new  colonies. 

Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  (Merthyr 
Tydvil) :  Do  not  the  same  regulations 
apply  to  Indian  subjects  in  Natal  as 
well  as  the  Transvaal,  and  will  con- 
sideration be  given  to  their  case  also  % 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  cannot 
answer  the  first  part  of  that  question 
without  notice,  as  I  do  not  know  exactly 
what  the  regulations  are  ;  as  to  the 
second  part,  the  Government  will  not 
interfere  with  regulations  made  by  the 
responsible  Government  of  the  colony. 

CAPE  COLONY  PARLIAMENT. 
Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  he  has  noticed  that 
the  Premier  of  the  Cape  Colony  stated 
on  15th  July  to  a  Vigilance  Committee 
that  he  hoped  that  the  Cape  Colony  Par- 
liament would  meet  before  the  second 
week  in  October,  the  time  required  by 
the  Constitution,  but  that  he  could  not 
promise  one  way  or  the  other ;  and 
whether  His  Majesty *s  Government  will 
advise  the  Governor  of  the  Cape  Colony 
that  no  violation  of  the  Constitution  can 
be  permitted. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  (1)  I  have 
noticed  the  statement  in  the  speech  of 
the  Prime  Minister  of  the  Cape  Colony 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers.  (2)  As 
at  present  advised,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
instruct  the  Governor  to  refuse  to  act  on 
the  advice  of  his  responsible  Ministers, 
who  are  accountable  to  their  own 
Parliament. 

SETTLEMENT  OF  THE  NEW  COLONIES. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Premier  of 
Cape  Colony  has  stated  that  in  order  to 
hasten  the  introduction  of  responsible 
government  it  is  intended  to  promote  a 
system  of  immigration  of  loyaUsts  from 
Great  Britain  and  the  rest  of  the  Empire 
to  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  Colonies, 
and  whether  in  regard  to  this  scheme 
anything  has  been  decided  by  His 
Majesty's    Government;    and    whether 


before  it  is  definitely  decided  to  spend 
money  upon  any  such  scheme,  this  House 
will  have  an  opportunity  to  express  ite. 
opii^ion  thereon. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  have  seen 
the  statement  referred  to.  No  decision 
has  yet  been  come  to  on  this  subject,  but 
if  British  money  has  to  be  spent  for  the 
purpose,  it  will,  of  course,,  be  necessary 
to  have  the  sanction  of  ParHament  I 
cannot,  however,  give  any  pledge  that 
the  adoption  in  principle  of  any  poUcy 
will  be  delayed,  as  the  hon..  Member 
suggests. 

EDUCATION  OF  BOER  CHILDREN. 

Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN  (Mont- 
gomeryshire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  instructions 
to  school  teachers  in  the  Orange  River 
Colony,  by  Mr.  E..  B.  Sargant,  and 
printed  on  pp.  70  and  71  of  Paper  [Cd.. 
567],  and  especially  to  the  statement 
that  the  curriculum  and  standards  should 
generally  be  those  of  Cape  Colony  and  the 
instruction  be  given  in  English,  and  that 
the  fact  that  some  children  scarcely  know 
any  English  is  not  a  reason  for  speaking 
to  them  in  Dutch  ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  this  method  of  teaching  the  English 
language  to  Welsh-speaking  children 
has,  after  a  trial  of  some  generations  in 
Welsh  schools,  been  abandoned  in  favour 
of  utilising  the  mother  tongue  as  the 
vehicle  of  instruction ;  and  whether,  in 
view  of  this  experience,  he  will  invite  Mr. 
Sargant  to  issue  instructions  that  in 
future  the  Dutch  language  shall  be  used 
as  the  medium  of  instructing  Dutch- 
speaking  children  in  the  English  lan- 
guage. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  have 
seen  the  instructions  referred  to,  and  am 
aware  of  the  system  in  use  in  Wales,  but 
I  do  not  admit  that  the  analogy  between 
the  Transvaal  and  Wales  is  an  exact  one. 
His  Majesty's  Government  have  not  yet 
arrived  at  a  final  decision  as  to  the  lan- 
guage question,  and  I  have  asked  Lord 
Milner  for  a  report  to  be  furnished  as 
soon  as  he  returns.  Meanwhile,  how- 
ever,  I  may  say  that  I  am  informed  that 
many  Boer  children  understand  as  Uttle 
Dutch  as  they  do  Enghsh*  andspeak  on  ly 
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the  Taal,  and  also  that  many  of  the 
parents  would  prefer  that  instruction 
should  be  given  in  English,  as  the  lan- 
guage which  will  most  conduce  to  the 
material  benefit  of  their  children. 

Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN  :  Has  not 
a  similar  statement  been  frequently 
made  in  regard  to  Welsh-speaking 
children  ] 


RETURN  OF  LORD  MILNER  TO  SOUTH 
AFRICA. 

Mr.  flavin  (Kerry,  N.) :  When 
will  Lord  Milner  return  to  South  Africa 
from  his  hoUday  1 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  am  glad 
to  state  that  Lord  Milner  returns  on 
August  10th. 

BOER  PRISONERS  AT  ST.  HELENA- 
SHOOTING  OF  GODEFROY. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether,  in  the  case  of  the  kiUing  of 
Grodefroy  at  St.  Helena,  an  investigation 
before  a  coroner  was  demanded  by  the 
Boer  prisoners,  which  demand  was 
refused ;  and,  if  so,  can  he  state  why  it 
was  refused ;  whether  at  the  military 
inquiry  which  did  take  place  the  friends 
of  Godefroy  were  represented,  and 
whether  his  representatives  were  allowed 
to  cross-examine  the  miUtary  witnesses ; 
whether  the  committee  of  Boer  prisoners 
who  communicated  with  the  Governor 
in  reference  to  this  incident  have  sent  in 
any  statement ;  and,  if  so,  whether  such 
statement  was  considered  by  the  court 
which  conducted  the  inquiry;  and 
whether  he  will  allow  the  Member  for 
East  Mayo  to  have  access  to  any  corre- 
spondence which  has  passed  between  the 
Camp  Committee,  the  Governor,  and  the 
President  of  the  Court  in  reference  to  the 
shooting  of  Godef roy,  •and  to  the  official 
record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guild- 
ford) :  I  telegraphed  last  week  to  the 
Governor  of  St.  Helena  to  forward  by 
mail  a  full  report  on  the  circumstances 
of  this  occurrence.  Until  this  arrives  I 
shall  not  be  in  a  position  to  answer  the 
hon.  Member's  question. 


Mr.  DILLON:  I  will  put  another 
question  down. 

BOER    DEFEAT    BETWEEN     VENTERS^ 
DORP    AND    POTCHEFSTROOM. 

Colonel  WYNDHAM  MURRAY 
(Bath) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  he  haa 
any  information  that  he  can  give 
with  reference  to  an  attack  on  a 
convoy  near  Klerksdorp  by  1,000  Boers^ 
who  tried  to  rush  the  two  guns,  and  got 
within  close  range  of  the  convoy,  and 
within  range  of  the  fortifications  of  the 
place,  and  especially  as  to  the  action  of 
the  garrison  of  Klerksdorp  on  that  occa- 
sion. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  I  have  no  informa- 
tion of  any  engagement  near  Klerksdorp 
other  than  of  one  which  took  place  about 
thirty  miles  from  that  place  on  the  26th 
May,  when  the  Boers  made  a  determined 
attack  in  superior  force  on  a  convoy 
between  Venter^orp  and  Potchefstroom. 
The  Boers  were  driven  off  and  the  convoy 
arrived  safely.  Our  losses  were  four 
killed  and  thirty  wounded.  I  have  no 
further  details  of  this  engagement. 

MRS.  OLIVE  SCHREINER. 
Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  Madame  Olive  Schreiner 
is  detained  as  a  prisoner  in  the  Cape,, 
and  if  he  will  make  inquiries  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  O^SHEE  (Waterford,  W.) :  I  beg 
also  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether,  seeing  that  Mrs.  Olive 
Schreiner  is  at  present  interned  or  im- 
prisoned by  the  authorities  in  Cape 
Colony,  can  he  state  where,  for  how  long, 
and  by  whose  orders  she  has  been  im- 
prisoned ;  what  are  the  reasons  for,  and 
the  conditions  of,  her  detention  ;  whether 
she  has  been  tried  for  alleged  seditious 
statements  or  writings ;  if  not,  whether 
there  is  any  intention  to  bring  her  to 
trial,  and  whether  her  immediate  release 
will  be  ordered. 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  In  reply  to  the 
questions,  I  am  not  aware  of  the  detention 
of  this  lady.  A  letter  has,  I  understand, 
been  pubUshed  in  the  press  hy  Mr.  T, 
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Schreiner    stating    that    the    report    is 
inaccurate. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  WUl  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  inquire  into  this 
matter  ] 

Mr.  O'SHEE  :  Did  not  the  letter  to 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  refers 
state  that  Mrs.  Schreiner  was  in  a  district 
under  martial  law  1 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  If  the  hon.  Member 
can  give  me  any  authority  for  the  state- 
ment made  I  will  inquire,  but  it  is  im- 
possible to  do  so  on  the  strength  of  a 
newspaper  report. 

VLAKFONTEIN  —  ALLEGED   SHOOTING 
BY  BOERS  OF  BRITISH  WOUNDED. 

Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
the  statements  about  the  shooting  of  the 
wounded  by  the  Boers  at  Vlakfontein 
were  made  by  any  soldiers  except  mem- 
bers of  the  Yeomanry ;  whether  these 
Yeomanry  had  been  engaged  in  any 
previous  battle ;  and  if  he  can  state  where, 
and  with  what  result. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  I  am  not  prepared 
to*  answer  any  further  questions  about 
the  engagement  at  Vlakfontein  until  I 
have  received  and  read  General  Dixon's 
Report. 

Mr.  TULLY  :  Is  this  the  first  oppor- 
tunity these  Yeomen  had  of  running 
away  1 

*Mb.  speaker  :  Order,  order  ! 


COURTS-MARTIAL. 

Mr.  H.  D.  GREENE  (Shrewsbury) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  can  state  in  how  many 
cases  of  courts- martial  held  in  South 
Africa  and  in  England  respectively 
during  the  past  year  the  findings  have 
been  reversed  or  altered  upon  the  advice 
of  the  Judge  Advocate  General  or  other 
authority  on  legal  grounds,  and  in  how 
many  instances  of  reversal  or  alteration 
of  convictions  the  sentences  or  parts  of 
them  have  been  undergone  by  the 
prisoner    convicted    before    reversal    or 


alteration ;  also  in  how  many  cases  of 
lawful  convictions  the  sentences  of  courts- 
martial  have  been  wholly  or  in  part  re- 
mitted or  their  severity  mitigated  by  the 
proper  authority ;  and  whether  a  report 
or  retiirn  of  the  administration  of 
military  law  and  the  proceedings  of  the 
Judge  Advocate  General's  department  is 
annually  furnished  to  His  Majesty  or  to 
any  and  which  of  His  Ministers,  or 
whether  the  department  of  the  Judge 
Advocate  General  and  the  proceedings 
therein  are  left  without  any  report  or 
return  being  accessible  to  Parliament  or 
the  pubUc. 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  In  ninety-eight 
cases  of  courts- martial  held  in  South 
Africa  and  in  England  the  findings  have 
been  wholly  or  partially  reversed  on  the 
initiative  or  the  advice  of  the  Judge 
Advocate  General.  It  should  be  under- 
stood that  the  reversal  would  in  such 
cases  be  due  to  the  want  of  suflScient 
legal  evidence,  and  not  to  doubt  of  the 
prisoner's  guilt.  No  men  are  put  on 
trial  unless  there  is  a  strong  prima  fade 
case.  In  some  cases  the  prisoner  has 
undergone  a  part  or  the  whole  of  the 
sentence.  The  number  of  cases  of  lawful 
convictions  when  the  sentence  has  been 
wholly  or  partially  remitted  or  commuted 
for  various  reasons  by  the  confirming 
officer  amounted  to  3,584.  These  cases 
of  mitigation  of  sentence  are  due  to  the 
fact  that  severe  punishments  are  neces- 
sary before  the  enemy,  but  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief at  home,  when  the 
object  of  the  sentence  has  been  obtained, 
often  materially  reduces  the  punishment 
awarded.  There  is  no  annual  report 
made  by  the  Judge  Advocate  General's 
Office,  but  all  statistics  connected  with 
that  office  are  published  annually  in  the 
Annual  Return  of  the  British  Army. 

Mr.  H.  D.  GREENE :  In  how  many 
cases  did  the  reversal  take  place  after  the 
man  had  undergone  all  or  part  of  the 
imprisonment  ] 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  I  cannot  give  the 
exact  number. 

POST  OFFICE  VOLUNTEERS  IN  SOUTH 
AFRICA. 

Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
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he  can  state  when  it  is  proposed  to  release 
irom  military  duty  those  members  of  the 
Post  Office  staff  who,  in  response  to  an 
official  application  dated  12th  April, 
1900,  are  at  present  serving  in  South 
Africa  with  the  24th  Midfiesex  Rifle 
Volunteers ;  and  whether,  seeing  that 
capable  officers  could  be  obtained  to  take 
their  places,  he  will  cause  instructions 
to  be  issued  that  the  t.erms  of  the  Army 
Order,  No.  252,  Section  8,  relative  to 
the  return  of  Volunteer  companies 
issued  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  in 
South  Africa  on  24th  December,  1900, 
shall  be  applicable  to  such  Post  Office 
servants  as  may  be  desirous  of  returning 
to  their  civil  duties. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
-THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Lord  Stanley, 
Lancashire,  Westhoughton) :  One  hun- 
-dred  Post  Office  employees  sailed  on  the 
6th  July  to  South  Africa  to  replace  time 
expired  Post  Office  employees. 

CIVIL  SERVANTS  AS  VOLUNTEERS  ON 
SERVICE. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield 
Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  if  directions  can  be  issued 
to  the  Post  Office  and  other  Government 
Departments  that  the  Volunteers  who 
abandoned  their  situations  in  order  to 
take  part  in  the  South  African  campaign 
are  to  be  regarded  as  soldier  candidates 
ioT  such  posts  as  may  be  available,  so  as 
to  prevent  their  services  in  the  field  being 
^owed  to  permanently  affect  their  civil 
prospects. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Austen  Chamber- 
lain, Worcestershire,  E.) :  Volunteers 
•can  reckon  equally  with  regular  soldiers 
all  time  spent  on  active  service  in  deduc- 
tion from  their  actual  age,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  appointment  to  situations  in  the 
€ivil  Service. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT :  I  beg  to 
^sk  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if, 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  officers 
<>f  Yeomanry  and  Volunteers  taking  part 
in  the  war  have  been  accorded  permanent 
ftatus  in  the  regular  army,  he  will  give 
instructions  that  non  -  commissioned 
I  officers  and  privates  in  those  services, 
■aanj  of  whom  gave  up  good  permanent 


situations  to  serve  their  country  in  South 
Africa,  are  to  be  regarded  as  soldier 
candidates  for  Post  Office  and  Civil 
Service  employment. 

Lord  STANLEY:  My  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  is  evidently  unaware  that 
this  is  already  provided  for  by  paragraph 
4  (ii.)  of  the  general  regulations  re- 
specting open  competitive  examination 
for  appointments  in  the  Civil  Service. 

BARRY  RANGE  GUNS. 
Sir  THEODORE  DOXFORD  (Sun- 
derland) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  having  regard  to  the  fact 
that  at  the  Barry  range  muzzle-loading 
guns  only  are  used  in  the  competitions, 
whether  it  is  the  intention  of  Govern- 
ment to  supply  modern  artillery  for  these 
competitions ;  and  can  he  state  when 
the  Volunteers  of  the  north-east  coast 
wiU  be  supplied  with  breech-loading 
guns  for  ordinary  drill  and  practice. 

Lord  STANLEY  :  Four  5-inch  I  reech- 
loading  guns  were  issued  to  Barry  liinks 
range  in  March,  1899,  and  were  used  for 
practice  last  year.  Eight  5-inch  breech- 
loading  guns  have  been  issued  to  other 
stations  on  the  north-east  coast  for  drill 
and  practice  of  Volunteers  there,  and 
eleven  more  will  shortly  be  issued. 

GLASGOW  TRAM  HORSES. 
Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  if  he  can  state  whether  instructions 
were  recently  given  to  purchase  for 
Government  purposes  horses  now  being 
disposed  of  by  the  Glasgow  Tramways 
Company ;  and,  if  so,  whether  any  of 
these  horses  have  been  acquired. 

Lord  STANLEY  :  Instructions  have 
been  given  to  have  these  horses  inspected, 
and  a  buyer  will  attend  any  future  sales. 

Captain  NORTON :  WUl  the  noble 
Lord  say  why  these  **  unsuitable  and 
worn-out  horses  "  are  now  to  be  pur- 
chased by  the  Government  ] 

Lord  STANLEY :  I  said  they  would 
be  inspected,  and  that  buyers  would  be 
present  at  future  sales. 

ARMY  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 
Mr.  T.  M.   HEALY   (Louth,   N.) :   I 
beg   to    ask    the    First    Lord  ^  of    the 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


823 


Questions, 


{COMMONS} 


Questions. 


82^ 


Treasury  is  he  aware  of  the  feeling 
existing  in  the  Royal  Colleges  of 
Surgeons  and  of  Physicians  in  Ire- 
land at  the  failure  to  give  the  Irish 
faculty  adequate  representation  on  the 
Royal  Commission  on  Army  Medical 
Service ;  is  he  aware  that  in  several 
years  the  majority  or  a  large  proportion 
of  the  men  joining  the  Army  Medical 
Service  held  Irish  qualifications ;  and, 
seeing  that  five  of  the  Royal  Commis- 
sioners represent  London  schools,  can 
he  explain  why  only  one  has  been 
allotted  to  Ireland  and  one  to  Scotland ; 
and  would  he  give  a  Return  of  the 
doctors  in  the  Indian,  British,  and  Naval 
services,  distinguishing  those  holding 
English,  Irish,  and  Scotch  quaUfications, 
for  the  years  1890,  1895,  and  1900  ;  and 
will  anything  be  done  to  increase  the 
representation  of  Ireland  in  the  compo- 
sition of  the  Royal  Commission. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  The  members  of  the  Commission 
were  chosen  not  with  a  view  of  repre- 
senting the  various  nationalities,  but  to 
give  the  Secretary  of  State  practical 
assistance  in  reorganising  the  Army 
Medical  Service.  As,  however,  my  right 
hon.  friend  has  no  desire  to  let  it 
appear  that  any  school  is  slighted,  Sir 
William  Thompson  has  been  invited  to 
join  the  Commission,  and  there  is  every 
reason  to  hope  that  he  will  be  induced  to 
accept  the  invitation. 

THE  RETURN  OF  THE  SEAFORTH 
MILITIA. 

Me.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  is  aware  that,  owing  to  the 
steamer  "  Lovedale,"  provided  by  Mr. 
David  M*Brayne  to  convey  the  Seaforth 
Militia  from  Kyle  of  Lochalsh  to  Storno- 
way  on  the  night  of  11th  June,  having 
accommodation  for  only  370  of  the  men, 
the  remaining  230  were  left  to  pass  the 
night  and  part  of  the  following  day  on 
the  platform  at  Kyle  Station,  with  the 
result  that  having  only  recently  returned 
from  a  hot  climate  they  suffered  through 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  the  night 
being  cold,  wet,  and  stormy  ;  and,  seeing 
that  two  of  the  men  have  since  died  from 
the  effects  of  the  exposure,  while  it  has 
resulted  in  others  also  being  invalided. 


will  he  consider  the  expediency  of  making 
a  small  grant  to  the  dependents  of  those- 
who  have  died. 

Lord  STANLEY :  I  am  not  aware  ot 
the  illness  or  deaths  referred  to  ;  but,, 
under  any  circumstances,  I  am  afraid: 
that  the  regulations  would  not  admit  of 
the  grant  of  any  pecuniary  compensation: 
to  the  dependents, 

JX)NDON  SCOTTISH  VOLUNTEERS-^ 
ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  FinanciaB 
Secretary  to  the  War  OflSce  if  he  wilB 
state  whether  the  accounts  of  the  London 
Scottish  Volunteer  Corps  are  submitted 
annually  to  the  War  Office,  and  when 
and  where  they  can  be  inspected  by 
members  of  the  corps. 

Lord  STANLEY:  The  accounts  o£ 
the  public  funds  of  the  corps  are  sub- 
mitted annually  to  the  War  Office,  and 
a  copy  should  be  exhibited  in  the  orderly 
room. 

VOLUNTEER  RIFLE  COMPETITION. 

Mr.  ROBERT  SPENCER  (Northamp- 
tonshire, Mid) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  order  prohibiting  Volunteers 
soliciting  subscriptions  for  their  priie- 
shooting  funds  from  the  public  has  been 
withdrawn,  whether  he  will  issue  an 
official  permission  to  the  Volunteers  to 
solicit  subscriptions  for  prize-shooting 
funds. 

Lord  STANLEY:  The  order  issued 
prohibiting  commanding  officers  from 
inviting  subscriptions  by  circular  to  the 
expenses  of  annual  rifle  meetings  and 
other  military  competitions  has  not  been 
withdrawn.  All  subscriptions  or  prices 
should  be  voluntary. 

Mr.  ROBERT  SPENCER :  May  sub- 
scriptions be  asked  for  1 

Lord  STANLEY :  Not  by  circular. 

Mr.  ROBERT  SPENCER  :  By  letter  t 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

TOWER    OF    LONDON— ADMISSION  OF 
SOLDIERS  AND  SAILORS. 

Mr.  THOMAS  DEWAR  (Tower 
Hamlets,  St.  George's) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
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Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  can 
arrange  to  grant  to  members  of  His 
Majesty's  military  and  naval  f orces,wlien 
in  uniform,  including  Imperial  and 
Colonial  Volunteers,  the  privilege  of  free 
admission  to  the  armouries  of  the  Tower 
of  London  on  all  occasions  when  a  fee  for 
admission  is  exacted  from  the  general 
public,  and  will  he  grant  the  members  of 
these  services  similar  privileges  in  the 
case  of  any  other  buildings  or  institutions 
under  the  control  of  the  War  Office, 
entrance  to  which  can  only  be  secured 
by  payment. 

Lord  STANLEY  :  No  pecuniary  ques- 
tion is  involved,  but  as  admission  to  the 
Tower  of  London  is  free  for  two  days  a 
week,  I  very  much  doubt  whether  the 
suggestion  would  meet  with  the  success 
that  my  hon.  friend  anticipates ;  a 
Volunteer  would  not  be  likely  to  go  in 
uniform  on  one  of  the  days  for  which 
6d  is  charged  in  order  to  avoid  payment. 
Any  concession  of  the  kind  would,  to  be 
appreciated,  have  to  be  of  more  general 
application. 

CHARTERED  TRANSPORTS. 
Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN  (Mont- 
gomeryshire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty  whether  he  can,  consis- 
tently with  the  public  interest,  state 
how  many  steamers  the  Government 
now  have  on  time  charter  and  how  many 
on  voyage  charter,  also  whether  he  can 
give  a  further  return,  in  continuation  of 
that  of  the  21st  May,  1900,  of  steamers 
engaged  by  the  Government  as  trans- 
ports, with  the  amounts  of  the  rates  and 
hire  paid  in  respect  of  them. 

The  secretary  to  the  ADMI" 
BALTY  (Mr.  Arnold-Forster,  Belfast, 
W.) :  There  are  now  forty-three  trans- 
ports on  time  charter.  Fourteen  full 
jargo  freight  ships  are  either  loading  in 
England,  at  sea  on  their  way  to  the  Cape, 
>r  awaiting  discharge.  A  Return,  in 
continuation  of  that  of  21st  May,  1900, 
M  now  being  prepared,  and  will  shortly 
t>e  presented.  It  is  not  considered  desir- 
ible  to  publish  the  rates  and  hire  paid  in 
"espect  of  the  transports. 

CEYLON  GARRISON— VENEREAL 
DISEASE. 

Mr.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.):  I 
>eg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
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War  if  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  rate  of  admissions  to  hospital  for 
venereal  disease  at  the  Kandy  Station  o£ 
the  Ceylon  command,  which  last  year 
were  at  the  ratio  per  1,000  of  545  cases,, 
while  at  Colombo  they  were  only  189,. 
and  at  Trincomalee  105,  and  if  he  will 
order  a  careful  inquiry  into  the  cause  of 
the  rate  at  Kandy. 

Lord  STANLEY  :  The  hon.  Member 
is  referring  to  the  figures  for  1899,  and 
not  those  for  last  year,  which  show  that 
the  admissions  dropped  to  366  in  1900. 
Further,  it  must  be  remembered  that 
cases  originating  at  Colombo  and  else- 
where are  frequently  transferred  ta 
Kandy. 


BRITISH   ARMY  IN  INDLA.— VENEREAL 
[DISEASE. 

Mr.  CAINE  (Cornwall,  Camborne) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  if  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  ratio  per  1,000  of  mean  strength  of 
admissions  to  hospital  tor  venereal! 
disease  of  soldiers  in  the  militiary  dis- 
tricts of  Allahabad,.  Rohilkand,  Banga- 
lore, Rangoon,.  MandaBay,.  and  Bombay  ; 
if  he  is  aware  that  the  aggregate  admis- 
sions in  these  six  districts  average  351 
per  1,000  as  compared  with  250  per 
1,000  over  the  whole  of  India,  inclusive 
of  these  six  districts,  and  only  174  per 
1,000  in  the  six  districts  of  Sirhind,, 
Poona,  Mhow,  Aden,  Quetta,  and  Nag- 
pur,  and  if  he  will  order  a  careful  inquirjr 
into  the  cause  of  this  rate  in  the  six 
former  districts. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for- 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex,. 
Ealing)  :  The  figures  given  by  the  hon.. 
Member  are  substantially  correct.  The- 
admission  rate  for  venereal  diseases: 
among  the  British  Army  in  India  as  a 
whole  has,  however,  been  reduced  front 
522  per  1,000  men,  at.which  I  found  it 
in  1895,  to  313  per  1,000  in  1899,  a 
reduction  of  over  40  per  cent,  in  four 
years,  and  the  districts  which  the  hon.. 
Member  instances  as  specially  bad  ones; 
have  shared  materially  in  this  reduction^ 
the  mean  admission  rate  in  them  having^ 
fallen  in  the  same  period  from  519  to  352*.^ 
I  believe  that  the  Government  of  India 
are  doing  all  that  they  legitimately  can 
to  combat  this  evil,  and  I  do  not  think  i 
that  the  inquiry  which  the  hon.  Membe^^*^^ 
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suggests  would  yield  any  valuable  re- 
sults. 

Mil  CAINE  :  The  noble  Lord  appears 
to  have  missed  the  point  of  my  question, 
as  to  whether  the  rate  is  not  excessive  in 
K)ne  district  as  compared  with  others. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  There  are 
•considerable  variations. 

Mr.   CAINE  :  Will  you  try  and  re- 
anove  the  conditions  which  are  the  cause  t 
«of  it  ?  I 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  That  is  not  | 
possible. 

Mr.  CAINE-  ft  is  perfectly  possible.      I 

INDIAN    CROP    PROSPECTS.  i 

Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG- 
<GREE :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  if  he  has  received  any  I 
^official  reports  regarding  the  rainfall 
throughout  India  up  to  date  ;  whether  I 
"the  rains  in  the  districts  of  Western  India 
and  Gujarat  and  Kattywar,  which  had 


for  India,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
Government  of  India  sent  a  despatch, 
dated  17th  January,  1901,  dealing  finally 
with  the  petitions  from  numerous 
Cooper's  Hill  oflScers  in  India,  in  which 
they  complain  of  breach  of  the  terms  of 
their  engagement,  and  that  this  was  the 
last  of  a  series  of  despatches  on  the 
same  object  extending  over  ten  years, 
whether  a  final  decision  can  now  be 
given,  and  whether  he  will  now  consent 
to  lay  upon  the  Table  the  correspondence 
between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
Government  of  India  on  the  subject. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  My  reply  to 
the  Government  of  India's  letter  referred 
to  in  my  hon.  friend's  question  was  given 
in  a  despatch  dated  the  7th  June,  which 
contains  the  final  decision  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  in  Council  on  the  subject.  1 
am  now  prepared  to  lay  the  Government 
of  India's  letter  and  my  reply  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House. 

MEKRAN  EXPEDITION.    1898— MEDALS. 
!     Sir  SEYMOUR  KING  :  I  beg  to  ask 
been  affected  by  famine  during  the  last  I  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether, 
two  years,  are  up  to  the  normal  average  ; '  in    view   of   the   fact   that   the    Indian 
^nd  whether  the  oflScial  reports  show  the  j  Government  has  recommended  the  grant 


prospects   of 
favourable. 


the   ensuing   crops   to   be 


Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  I  have 
received  of  late  three  or  four  official 
telegrams,  which  I  have  communicated  to 
the  press,  regarding  .  the  rainfall  in 
India  and  the  agricultural  outlook.  My 
;latest  information  is  contained  in  the 
following  telegram  from  the  Viceroy, 
cdated  yesterday : — 

"  Monsoon  is  irregular  and  weak.  Rainfar 
onuch  below  average  everjrwhere,  except 
w^est  coast  districts  and  in  part  of  Deccan, 
Burma,  and  Elastern  Bengal.  But  it  is 
rsufficient  for  sowings  generally,  except  in  case 
of  Punjab  and  part  of  Guzerat.  Condition 
-and  prospects  of  crops  in  North  Western  Pro- 
vinces, Bengal,  and  Madras,  causes  no  anxiety, 
but  crops  are  withering  in  part  of  Central  Pro- 


of the  frontier  medal  to  the  men  who 
took  part  in  the  Mekran  Expedition  in 
1898,  for  which  the  officer  in  command 
received  a  C.B.,  and  two  officers  wer« 
awarded  a  D.S.O.,  while  others  were 
mentioned  in  despatches,  he  can  explain 
why  the  grant  of  the  medal  has  be« 
withheld  from  the  troops  who,  to  the 
number  of  about  1,000,  took  part  ifl 
the  operations  for  which  the  oflSc^  i 
received  special  recognition.  i 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON  :  The  question 
of  the  grant  of  a  medal  for  the  Mekran 
operations  has  been  very  carefully  con- 
sidered on  two  separate  occasions,  awl 
has  been  decided  in  the  negative.  Tbe 
honours  mentioned  in  my  hon.  friend  i 
question  were  conferred  for  special  and 


'vinces  and  Bombay,  and  heavy  rain  is  urgently    huoti^x^x*   «  w^  v/v*xxv.exv/v*  *y*   o^^.«. 
<ieeded  for  rice  crops.     Good  rain  has  faUen  in    personal    services,    in    which    the  force 
Bombay,  Deccan,   but  Guzerat  in  parts  has  i  generally  had  no  share, 
received  very  little  rain,  and  usual  sowings  are 
.greatly  retarded.    Prospects  generally  have  not 
yet  siiJOfered  materially.'* 


COOPER'S    HILL     COLLEGE. 
Sir  SEYMOUR  KING :  (HuU,  Cen- 
tral) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 


CHINA— INDEMNITY  QUESTION- 
DEPARTURE  OF  TROOPS. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  {B^ 
bighshire,  W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  XJndf^ 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affair* 
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whether  he  can  make  any  statement 
as  to  the  difficulties  which  are  at  present 
causmg  the  deadlock  in  the  settlement 
of  the  indemnity  question  byth&Ministers 
at  Peking,  and  can  he  state  whether  the 
departure  of  the  3rd  Bombay  Cavalry 
from  Tientsin  has   been  countermanded. 

The  under  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Viscount 
Cranborne,  Rochester) :  The  difficulty 
which  has  arisen  in  the  settlement  of 
the  indemnity  question  has  reference  to 
the  selection  of  the  revenues  which  are 
to  be  ear-marked  for  the  service  of  the 
bonds ;  but  negotiations  are  still  in 
progress.  The  departure  of  the  3rd 
Bombay  Cavalry  has  not  been  postponed. 

Mr.  O'SHEE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India  whether  the  with- 
drawal of  the  3rd  Bombay  Cavalry 
from  Tientsin  has  been  countermanded^ 
and  the  British  forces  there  have  been 
increased  by  about  1,000  men  ;  and  if  so 
can  he  state  what  are  the  reasons  for 
these  steps. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON  :  No,  Sir. 

SOUTH    AFRICAN   WAR    MEDALS. 

Mr.  H.  J.  WILSON  (Yorkshire,  WJl., 
Holmfirth) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  whether  he  can 
say  how  many  South  African  War  medals 
were  struck  with  the  date  1899-1900 
before  February,  1901,  Jiow  many  have 
since  been  struck  with  the  date  1899- 
1900,  how  many  have  been  struck  since 
February,  1901,  without  any  date,  and 
whether  there  is  any  precedent  for 
striking  war  medals  without  a  date. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Bristol, 
W.):  It  rests  with  the  Secretary  for 
War,  not  with  me,  to  advise  as  to  the 
design  and  issue  of  war  medals ;  but  I 
may  say  that  the  number  of  medals 
struck  with  the  date  '*  1899-1900 " 
before  1st  February,  1901,  was  177,000. 
The  number  of  medals  struck  with  the 
date  after  1st  of  February  was  50^000, 
but  none  of  these  were  issued.  They 
were  re-struck  at  the  Mint  without  a 
date,  and  are  included  in  the  number 
struck  since  the  1st  of  February  without 
a  date,  which  amount  in  all  to  179,830. 


There  are  many  precedents  fbr  striking 
war  medals  without  a  date 


AYLESBURY  BEMALE  CONVICT  PRISON: 

STAFF. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the* 
Home  Department  whether  he  can  state 
what  changes,  if  any,  have  recently  been, 
made  at  the  Female  Convict  Prison; 
Ayle&bury,  in  the  personnel  and  duties, 
of  the  staff ;  and,  seeing  that  there  is  not 
now  a  lady  superintendent  among  such 
officers,  although  the  deputy  governor- 
ship  was  formerly  held  by  a  lady,  can  he- 
explain  why  this  arrangement  has  been 
altered,  and  will  he  take  steps  to*  secure^ 
the  appointment  at  this  female  convict 
prison  of  a  lady  superintendent  among 
the  chief  officers. 

*The.  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Ritchie,.  Croydon) :  Owing  to  the  very 
considerable  decrease  in  the  numbers* 
of  female  convicts  it  has  lately  been, 
found  possible  to  effect  a  large  reduction) 
of  staff  at  Aylesbury  Prison.  The  office 
of  lady  superintendent  has  been  discon- 
tinued, and  a  chief  matron  appointed  in 
her  place,  and  the  office  of  deputy  gover- 
nor will  in  future  be  discharged  by 
the  deputy  medical  officer.  By  the 
economies  resulting  from  these  changes 
it  has  been  made  possible  to  appoint  a 
trained  nurse  to  the  establishment,  thus^ 
supplying  a  long-felt  want.  I  do  not 
propose  to  make  any  alteration  in  these 
arrangements. 

metropolitan  police  pensions. 

Captain  NORTON:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  his  attention 
has  been  directed  to  a  decision 
with  reference  to  lodging  and  other 
allowances  being  taken,  into  considera- 
tion in  calculating  police  pensions 
recently  given  by  the  Recorder  at  Shef- 
field Quarter  Sessions,  and  if  he  can  say 
whether  the  weekly  lodging  allowance 
now  enjoyed  by  a-  large  proportion  of 
the  Metropolitan  Police  constables  will 
be  pensionable. 

*Mr.  RITCHIE.:  I  have  received  a 
report  of  the  proceedings  before  the 
Recorder    of    Sheffield,     from    which.  I  [g 
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learn  that  \e  has  consented  to  state  a 
-case  for  the  consideration  of  a  higher 
•court.  The  lodging  allowance  to  certain 
members  of  the  Metropolitan  PoUce 
Force  was  gramted  on  the  distinct  under- 
standing that  it  would  not  form  part  of 
their  annual  pay,  and  consequently 
would  not  be  pemsionable. 

SUNDAY  CLUBS  IN  DENBIGHSHIRE. 
Mr.  GEORGE  KENYON  (Denbigh) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  report 
of  the  Chief  Constable  to  the  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  for  the  county  of  Den- 
ibigh,  in  which  he  states  that  there  has 
^een  a  further  increase  in  the  number 
♦of  clubs  in  the  county ;  whether  the 
TpoKce  have  any  power  to  demand  a  Ust 
♦of  the  members  of  these  clubs,  or  other- 
^wise  to  exercise  any  control  over  them, 
:and  whether  any  legislation  having  for 
fits  object  the  supervision  of  these  clubs, 
in  accordance  with  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Commission  on  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act  (Wales  and  Monmouth- 
-shire),  is  contemplated  at  an  early  date. 

*Mr.  RITCHIE:  I  have  received  a 
♦copy  of  a  resolution  passed  at  a  meeting 
'of  the  Standing  Joint  Committee  for 
IDenbighshire.  The  poKce  can  take  pro- 
•ceedings  if  a  club  supplying  intoxicating 
'liquors  can  be  proved  to  be  a  "  bogus  " 
•club — e.g.y  if  it  is  not  a  properly  con- 
stituted members'  club,  or  if  it  is  a  dis- 
orderly house.  I  have  had  under  con- 
sideration proposals  for  amending  the 
law  in  relation  to  clubs,  but  there  are 
many  difficulties  in  deaUng  with  this 
'question,  and  I  cannot  make  any  promise 
of  legislation  at  an  early  date. 

KEPOKTS  OF  FACTORY  INSPECTORS. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  a  statement  made  on  the  4th 
August,  1899  by  his  predecessor,  to  the 
effect  that  he  thought  that  it  would  be 
possible  to  present  early  in  the  session 
the  reports  of  the  factory  inspectors,  and 
that  he  had  obtained  the  consent  of  the 
Treasury  to  an  increase  of  the  staff  of 
•clerks  in  the  Factory  Department  for 


the  purpose  of  bringing  out  the  reports, 
and  can  he  state  when  he  expects  the 
report,  long  in  the  printers'  hands,  to  be 
circulated^ 

*Mb.  RITCHIE:  Yes,  Sir;  I  am 
aware  of  the  statement  referred  to. 
Since  that  time  both  my  predecessor  and 
myself  have  considered  how  it  could  be 
arranged  that  the  factory  report  should 
come  out  earlier  in  the  session,  and  I 
had  hopes  that  it  might  have  been  p^^ 
sented  at  any  rate  in  June  this  year. 
But  I  have  been  disappointed,  owing 
mainly,  I  think,  to  the  fact  that  the 
printers  have  not  co-operated  effectively 
with  the  Factory  Department.  The 
matter  is  now  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
the  printers,  and  I  am  told  that  the 
report  cannot  be  issued  before  the  26th 
of  this  month. 

THE    "  EURYDICE ''—DEATH    OP 
ROBERT   POWER. 

Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether  any  further  information 
has  been  received  regarding  the  death  of 
Robert  Power,  sixteen  years  of  age,  an 
apprentice  on  board  the  "  Eurydice,"  who 
was  found  on  the  25th  November,  1899, 
in  the  harbour  of  Bahia  with  a  cut  on  his 
head  ;  whether  he  will  cause  inquiry  to 
be  made  regarding  this  occurrence ;  and 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  ship  "  Eun- 
dice  "  is  on  her  return  vovage. 

The  president  of  the  B0.4RD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central) :  No,  Sir ;  no  further  informa- 
tion beyond  that  communication  to  the 
father  of  Robert  Power  has  been  received 
with  regard  to  the  circumstances  to  which 
the  hon.  Member  refers.  The  Board  of 
Trade  obtained  statements  from  members 
of  the  crews  of  the  two  vessels  lying  near 
the  **  Eurydice,"  and  also  from  the  master 
and  four  of  the  crew  of  that  vessel  on  her 
return  to  this  country.  They  have  also 
communicated  with  His  Majesty's  Vice- 
Consul  at  Bahia  Blanca,  and  the  Foreign 
Office  have  made  inquiries  through  His 
Majesty's  Charge  d'Affaires  at  Buenos 
Ayres,  but  I  regret  to  say  that  no  light 
has  been  thrown  upon  the  circumstances 
of  Power's  sad  death.  There  seems, 
however,  no  sufficient  reason  to  believe 
that  the  lad  met  with  foul  play,  and  I  fear 
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*hat  further  inquiries  would  not  be  likely 
to  lead  to  any  useful  result. 

THE  STORNOWAY  MAIL  STEAMER. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  he  will  state  when 
the  M'Brayne's  mail  steamer  **  Clydes- 
dale," which  is  forty-one  years  old,  and 
-carries  the  mails  between  Mallaig,  Kyle, 
And  Stomoway,  was  last  surveyed,  where 
surveyed,  and  by  whom. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  The 
*'  Clydesdale,"  which  was  built  in  1864, 
and  is  therefore  thirty-nine  and  not 
forty-one  years  old,  was  last  surveyed  at 
<jlasgow  in  October  last  by  one  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  surveyors  at  that  port. 

TIUMPAN    HEAD  LIGHTHOUSE- TELE- 
PHONE COMMUNICATION  WITH  LAND. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  it  has  now  been 
decided  to  place  the  lighthouse  at  Tium- 
pan  Head,  Island  of  Lewis,  in  telephonic 
communication  with  the  post-office  at 
Portnaguran,  and  has  an  estimate  of  the 
«03t  been  obtained  ;  will  he  state  on  what 
date  the  lightkeepers  commenced  to  keep 
a  diary  of  cases  of  illegal  trawling  coming 
under  their  notice  ;  have  any  such  cases 
been  recorded  in  the  diary ;  and,  if  so, 
how  many. 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) :  I  am 
informed  by  the  Fishery  Board  that  the 
diaries  were  issued  by  them  on  26th 
March,  and  that  up  to  the  present  date 
only  one  vessel  believed  to  be  a  trawler, 
but  which  cannot  be  identified,  has  been 
Tecorded.  This  vessel  was  observed  on 
the  5th  of  April.  In  these  circumstances 
there  is  no  reason  for  altering  the  decision, 
not  at  present  to  put  the  lighthouse  in 
telephonic  communication  with  the  tele- 
graph office;  which  was  intimated  to  the 
hon.  Member  in  the  reply  made  to  him 
•oa  this  matter  on  22nd  March  last. 

^PARLIAMENTARY   AND  FREE  GRANTS 
TO  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  COGHILL  (Stoke-on-Trent):  I 
^g  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Council  on  Education  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact 
^hat  the  Parliamentary  Annual  Grants 


and  Free  Grants  paid  to  elementary 
schools  are  calculated  in  diflferent  ways, 
though  both  are  based  on  the  average 
attendance ;  and,  seeing  that  in  esti- 
mating the  Parliamentary  Annual 
Grants  attendances  allowed  under 
Article  101  of  the  Code  are  included,  but 
are  excluded  in  calculating  the  Free 
Grants,  whether  he  can  explain  why, 
notwithstanding  the  passing  of  the 
Elementary  Education  Act,  1900,  the 
ParUamentary  Grants  are  still  calculated 
in  different  ways ;  and  whether  he  will 
refer  the  interpretation  of  the  clauses 
affecting  this  matter  to  the  law  officers  of 
the  Crown. 

The  vice-president  of  the 
BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  (Sir  J.  Gorst, 
Cambridge  University) :  Free  Grants  and 
Annual  Grants  are  based  upon  average 
attendance  calculated  for  both  exactly 
the  same  way.  Article  101  does  not 
provide  for  either  annual  or  free  grants, 
but  for  a  special  grant  estimate  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Board  of  Education.  No 
legal  question  is  involved  suitable  for 
reference  to  the  law  officers. 

VOLUNTAKY  EVENING  SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  ERNEST  GRAY  (West  Ham,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
whether  the  managers  of  an  evening 
school  established  and  maintained  by 
voluntary  school  managers  or  other 
persons,  not  being  a  school  board  acting 
as  such,  will  be  required  to  publish  their 
accounts,  hmit  the  average  fee  to  9d.  per 
scholar,  and  observe  the  Conscience 
Clause,  or  whether  these  provisions  of 
former  codes  are  abrogated  in  respect  to 
schools  not  carried  on  under  the  Elemen- 
tary Education  Acts. 

Sir  J.  GORST  :  The  provisions  of  the 
Elementary  Education  Acts  do  not  apply 
to  such  schools.  But  the  Board  of 
Education  has  ample  power  to  secure  the 
keeping  of  proper  accounts  and  the 
charging  of  reasonable  fees,  and  to  protect 
scholars  against  religious  interference. 

Mr.  ERNEST  GRAY :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education  whether,  under  the 
Minute  now  before  Parliament,  it  is 
possible  for  the  mem^ij8^^|^  ^fchnical 
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education  committee,  or  the  managers  of 
a  voluntary  day  school,  or  any  other 
body  of  persons  not  being  a  school  board 
acting  as  such,  to  institute  and  maintain 
evening  schools  free  from  any  limitation 
as  to  age  excepting  those  contained  in 
paragraph  5,  and  free  to  give  instruction 
in  and  receive  grants  for  all  the  subjects 
mentioned  in  the  schedule  of  the  afore- 
said Minute,  assuming  that  the  persons 
so  acting  as  managers  comply  with  the 
conditions  mentioned  in  paragraphs  1  to 
20  of  the  Minute. 

Sir  J.  GORST :  The  answer  is  in  the 
affirmative. 


APPEALS  UNDER  THE  WORKMEN'S 
COMPENSATION   ACT. 

♦Sir  JAMES  WOODHOUSE  (Hud- 
dersfield)  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attorney 
General  whether  he  can  state  how  many 
appeals  have  been  brought  in  cases 
arising  under  the  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Act  to  the  Court  of  Appeal 
and  the  House  of  Lords  respectively, 
and  how  many  of  these  appeals  have  been 
determined  in  favour  of  the  workmen. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Robert  Finlay,  Inverness  Burghs) : 
There  were  seven  appeals  to  the  House 
of  Lords  in  1 900  from  the  Court  of  Appeal. 
The  appeal  was  allowed  in  five  cases,  in 
one  it  was  dismissed,  and  in  one  it  was  not 
prosecuted.  In  six  out  of  the  seven  cases 
the  decision  was  in  favour  of  the  work- 
man. One  other  case  has  been  decided 
this  year,  also  in  favour  of  the  workman. 
I  have  not  got  the  figures  as  regards 
appeals  from  county  courts  to  the  Court 
of  Appeal,  but,  if  the  hon.  Member 
desires  it,  I  will  endeavour  to  get  them. 

*SiR  JAMES  WOODHOUSE:  I  hope 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  will  be 
good  enough  to  supply  this  information 
before  the  Second  Reading  of  his  Bill  to 
take  away  this  right  of  appeal. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  asked  whether, 
in  view  of  the  remarkable  decisions  come 
to,  the  Government  would  take  an  early 
opportunity  next  session  of  bringing  in 
an  amending  Bill. 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 
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Mr.  THOMAS  DEWAR:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  present 
rate  of  postage  on  letters  from  the  United 
Kingdom  to  the  Continent,  namely, 
2^.  per  half  ounce,  exceeds  the  foreign 
postage  rate  in  force  in  any  other  country, 
and,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  in  order  to 
place  the  British  service  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  that  of  other  nations  the  rate 
should  be  reduced  from  2^.  to  2d.  per 
half  ounce,  will  efforts  be  made  to  induce 
the  Postal  Union  to  assent  to  this  reduc- 
tion ;  and  will  he  state  when  and  where 
the  next  meeting  of  the  union  will  take 
place. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN: 
There  are  several  countries  in  the  Postaf 
Union  (some  even  in  Europe)  in  which 
the  foreign  postage  rate  on  letters  exceeds 
2^.  per  half  ounce.  The  rate  fixed  by 
convention  for  letters  passing  between 
European  countries  is  25  centimes  per 
15  grammes,  or  its  virtual  equivalent  in 
local  currency ;  and  the  nearest  British 
equivalent,  2^d.  per  half  ounce,  is  slightly 
higher  than  that  sum.  As  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  announced  in  his 
Budget  speech  in  1897,  the  Government 
desired  to  reduce  generally  to  2d.  per 
half  ounce  the  letter  postage  from  this 
I  country  to  places  abrbad.  But  for  this 
change  the  consent  of  the  Postal  Union 
is  necessary ;  and,  though  every  effort 
was  made  by  the  British  delegates  to  the 
Postal  Union  Congress  held  at  Washing- 
ton in  the  summer  of  1897  to  obtain 
that  consent,  it  was  refused.  It  cannot 
be  stated  at  present  whether  the  attempt 
will  be  renewed.  The  next  Congress  of 
the  Postal  Union  is  appointed  to  be  held 
at  Rome,  early  in  the  year  1 904. 

SANITARY  ARRANGEMENTS  IN  POST 
OFFICES. 

Mr.  LOUIS  SINCLAIR  (Essex,  Rom- 
ford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  whether  he  is  aware  that  male 
counter  clerks  and  telegraphists  have 
been  obliged  to  perform  duty  at  certain 
post  oflSces  under  female  supervision ; 
and  that  no  adequate  lavatory  accom- 
modation exists  in  such  places  for  the 
male  portion  of  the  staff  ;  and  whether. 
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in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Tweedmouth 
Committee  expressed  its  disapproval  of 
female  clerks  supervising  males,  steps 
can  be  taken  to  carry  out  this  suggestion 
in  the  E.C.  district. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  It 
was  arranged  some  time  ago  that,  at 
certain  offices  in  the  Eastern  Central 
district  where  a  female  staff  is  employed, 
a  male  counter  clerk  and  telegraphist 
should  assist  with  the  parcel  work  for  an 
hour  or  two  daily  when  the  duty  is 
heaviest ;  but  the  men  objected,  and  they 
have  been  withdrawn  except  in  one  case, 
where  a  male  counter  clerk  has  been  in 
the  habit  for  some  years  of  assisting  in 
the  parcel  work  during  a  small  portion 
of  the  day. 

Mr.  LOUIS  SINCLAIR:  Does  the 
hon.  Gentleman  accept  the  principle 
embodied  in  my  question,  namely,  that 
male  clerks  shall  not  be  under  the  super- 
vision of  females  ? 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
Yes,  and,  as  I  have  said,  the  men  have 
been  withdrawn  in  these  cases  except  in 
«ne  case,  where,  as  I  understand,  the 
practice  has  gone  on  for  many  years 
without  complaint. 

MEDICAL    OFFICERS    OF    THE    POST 
OFFICE.  «y 

Mr.  SCHWANN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  represent- 
ing the  Postmaster  General,  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  British  Postal  Medical  | 
Officers'  Association  has  recently  issued  a 
statement  in  which  it  is  contended  that 
sanitary  defects  in  post  offices,  when 
reported  upon  by  them,  in  many  cases 
remain  unremedied ;  and  whether,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  Tweedmouth 
Committee  expressed  its  opinion  that 
the  demands  of  the  medical  officers 
should  be  carried  out,  the  Postmaster 
General  will  direct  the  Office  of  Works  to 
^rry  this  injunction  into  eflfect. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  The 
Postmaster  General  is  aware  of  the  state- 
ment referred  to.  Every  report  by  a 
local  medical  officer  on  the  sanitary  condi- 
tion of  a  post  office  is  fully  investigated, 
and,  if  alleged  defects  are  confirmed, 
remedies,    as    far    as    practicable,    are 
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applied.  The  opinion  quoted  was  not 
expressed  by  the  Tweedmouth  Com- 
mittee, but  appears  in  a  statement  put 
in  by  the  medical  officers  themselves 
before  the  Committee.  No  good  reason 
is  seen  for  changing  the  present  practice 
in  this  respect. 

POST  OFFICE  SAVINGS  BANK. 
Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the 
Postmaster  General,  if  he  will  state  the 
number  of  accounts  in  the  Post  Office 
Savings  Bank  on  31st  December  last, 
and  the  amount  due  to  depositors,  the 
number  of  accounts  showing  a  balance 
on  that  date  of  not  less  than  £50,  and  the 
approximate  amount  due  on  these 
accounts ;  and  will  he  say  how  many 
accounts  show  a  balance  not  exceeding 
£100,  and  how  many  a  balance  not 
exceeding  £150. 

Mr.     AUSTEN     CHAMBERLAIN : 

The  number  of  accounts  in  the  Post 
Office  Savings  Bank  on  the  Slst  Decem- 
ber, 1900,  was  8,439,983,  and  the 
amount  standing  to  the  credit  of  those 
accounts  was  £135,549,645.  The  classi- 
fication of  so  many  accounts  according 
to  the  balances  due  is  a  laborious  opera- 
tion, and  the  last  occasion  on  which  it 
was  undertaken  was  in  respect  to  the 
balances  at  the  31st  December,  1899. 
Applying  the  proportions  then  ascer- 
tained to  the  figures  at  the  end  of  1900, 
the  information  asked  for  would  be 
approximately  as  follows  (the  figures 
including  all  accounts  of  societies)  : — 
Accounts  with  balances  exceeding  £50  : 
Number,  844,842  ;  aggregate  amount, 
£91,265,576.  Number  of  accounts  with 
balances  not  exceeding  £100,  8,061,872  ; 
number  of  accounts  with  balances  not 
exceeding  £150,  8,259,367. 

5ARL  RUSSELL'S  TRIAL. 
Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works  if  he  will  state 
what  amount  is  being  expended  in  con- 
verting the  Royal  Gallery  into  a  court 
of  law  for  the  trial  of  Earl  Russell,  the 
amount  sanctioned  by  the  Treasury  for 
this  purpose,  and  to  what  Vote  the  sums 
expended  will  be  charged. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  (for 
Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Angus-* 
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tine's) :  I  am  informed  by  my  right  hon. 
friend  that  the  expense  of  converting 
the  Royal  Gallery  into  a  court  of  law 
for  the  trial  of  Earl  Russell  will  be  between 
£300  and  £400,  and  will  be  charged  to 
the  Vote  for  Houses  of  Parliament 
Buildings. 

TELEPHONIC  COMMUNICATION  BE- 
TWEEN SHKEWSBURY  AND  BIR- 
MINGHAM. 

Mr.  H.  D.  GREENE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  represent- 
ing the  Postmaster  General,  whether  he 
is  aware  that  telephonic  messages 
between  Shrewsbury  and  places  south 
thereof  have  to  pass  through  Liverpool 
or  some  towns  far  to  the  north  of  Shrews- 
bury ;  and  whether  direct  communi- 
cation by  telephone  can  be  provided 
between  Shrewsbury  and  the  city  of 
Birmingham  and  other  towns  in  the 
Midland  counties  in  substitution  for  the 
present  circuitous  arrangement. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN: 
Communication  with  Shrewsbury  over 
the  trunk  wire  system  has  recently  been 
improved  by  the  provision  of  new 
circuits  from  Liverpool  to  Birmingham 
and  other  places,  but  the  Postmaster 
General  is  also  considering  the  question 
of  providing  a  more  direct  route  to  the 
Midlands  and  the  south. 

DIDSBURY  SUB-POSTMASTERSHIP. 

Mr.  groves  (Salford,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  sub-post- 
mastership  of  Didsbury,  in  the  Man- 
chester district,  recently  vacant,  was 
filled  without  giving  the  staff  an  oppor- 
tunity of  competing  for  the  position ; 
and  whether  he  is  in  a  position  to  give 
any  assurance  that  in  future  all  such 
vacancies  shall  be  open  for  competition, 
and  that  petitions  in  favour  of  persons 
not  in  the  employment  of  the  Post  Office 
shall  not  be  considered  to  the  detriment 
of  established  members  of  the  staff. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN: 
The  answer  to  the  first  part  of  the  ques- 
tion is  in  the  affirmative.  The  Post- 
master General  is  not  in  a  position  to  give 
an  assurance  such  as  that  described  in 
the  second  part  of  the  question.  Owing 
to  the  circumstances  under  which  sub- 


offices  are  held,  it  is  not  often  possible  to> 
appoint  persons  who  are  already  in  the 
service. 

MANCHESTER  POSTMAN'S  GRIEVANCK. 
Mr.  GROVES  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the 
Postmaster  General,  whether  he  can 
say  when  an  answer  will  be  given  to  the 
appUcation  made  by  Postman  J.  K  Frost, 
Manchester,  in  December,  1900,  and 
repeated  in  March  and  June,  1901,  for 
the  restoration  of  a  deferred  increment 
arrested  under  the  rules  of  the  service 
in  December,  1898. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIK 
Postman  Frost  was  appointed  in  Decem- 
ber, 1897,  on  probation ;  but  owing 
to  irregular  attendance  his  probation 
was  extended  twice,  and  it  was  only  in 
August,  1899,  that  his  appointment 
could  be  confirmed.  No  increment  i» 
allowed  before  confirmation  of  appoint- 
ment, and  Frost *i8  increment  was  allowed 
when  it  next  accrued,  namely,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1899.  Readjustment  of  pay  or 
date  of  increment  does  not  extend  to  any 
time  prior  to  the  confirmation  of  appoint- 
ment. This  has  now  been  explained  to- 
Frost. 

NORTH  DEVON  POSTAL  SERVICE. 
*Mr.  SOARES  (Devonshire,  Barn- 
staple) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  inquiries  recently  made 
with  reference  to  proposed  improved 
postal  faciUties  at  Berrynarbor,  in  North 
Devon ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  farmers 
in  this  district  suffer  inconvenience  and 
loss  by  the  lack  of  a  daily  delivery  of 
letters,  and  that  at  some  farms  within 
the  district  there  is  a  delivery  of  letter* 
twice  a  day,  whilst  at  other  farms  within 
five  minutes  walk  from  the  first-men- 
tioned farms  there  is  a  delivery  on  four 
days  a  week  only ;  and  whether  he  wiD^ 
having  regard  to  the  profits  made  by  the 
Department,  consider  the  advisability 
of  improving  the  postal  faciUties  in 
Berrynarbor  and  other  agricultural 
districts,  even  though  these  improved 
facilities  may  not  be  immediately  re- 
munerative to  the  Department. 

Mr.     AUSTEN     CHAMBERLAIN: 
The    Department   is    alreadv   i 
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on  the  delivery  of  letters  at  the  farms 
referred  to  on  four  days  a  week  a  sum 
greater  than  the  whole  of  the  postage 
derived  from  the  correspondence  de- 
Uvered,  and  under  these  circumstances 
the  Postmaster  General  would  not  be 
justified  in  sanctioning  any  further 
expenditure  in  order  to  afford  a  daily 
delivery. 

*Mr.  scares  :  Has  the  Post  Office 
adopted  the  poUcy  of  a  trading 
monopoly 

Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  ! 

POSTMEN'S  PENSION  DELAYS. 
Mr.  THOMAS  DEWAR  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  repre- 
senting the  Postmaster  General,  whether 
he  is  aware  that  postmen  awaiting  the 
settlement  of  their  pensions  are  fre- 
quently left  for  many  w^eks  without  any 
kind  of  wage,  which  often  entails  on  the 
men  and  their  famihes  want  and  suffering 
and,  seeing  that  officers  on  the  clericjj 
staff  receive  their  pensions  immediately 
on  retirement,  will  similar  arrangements 
be  made  for  postmen  and  other  members 
of  the  minor  establishment  when  they 
retire  from  the  service. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
The  superannuation  of  postmen  is  dealt 
with  in  precisely  the  same  manner  as  that 
of  members  of  the  clerical  staff  of  the  Post 
Office,  and  delay  in  obtaining  the  award 
of  pension  or  gratuity  is  in  both  cases 
minimised  as  far  as  possible;  but  it  is 
frequently  unavoidable,  owing  to  the 
necessity  of  furnishing  full  details  as  to 
the  whole^of  the  officers'  past  service. 

POST  OFFICE  EMPLOYES'  MISCONDUCT 
—CASE  OF  MURRAY. 

Captain  NORTON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing 
the  Postmaster  General,  whether  he  can 
state  under  what  rule  of  the  service  a 
sorter  named  Murray,  employed  at  the 
South  Eastern  District  Post  Office,  has 
been  called  upon  to  explain,  and  subse- 
quently punished  for,  alleged  misconduct 
in  the  pubUc  streets  on  Monday,  17th 
June  last ;  whether  the  officer  was  allowed 
to  call  witnesses  to  prove  his  innocence, 
or  was  confronted  with  his  accuser. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
Officers  of  the  Post  Office  are  expected 
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so  to  conduct  themselves,  whether  on  or 
oflf  duty,  as  not  to  bring  discredit  on  the 
Department.  The  case  of  the  officer  now 
in  question  was  dealt  with  in  accordance 
with  the  usual  practice.  He  has  been 
guilty  of  a  similar  offence  last  year,  and 
the  Postmaster  General  \\a«  satisfied 
that  the  charge  made  against  him  on  the 
present  occasion  was  well  founded. 

NEW  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS— ARCHITECTS  * 
REMUNERATION. 

Mr.  HERBERT  LEWIS  (Flint 
Boroughs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  whether  he  can  state  the 
remuneration  fixed  by  the  agreements 
entered  into  with  the  architects  for  the 
new  War  Office,  Whitehall,  the  new  Public 
Offices,  Westminster,  and  the  Science 
and  Art  Buildings,  South  Kensington, 
and  whether  such  remuneration  has 
been  fixed  as  a  lump  sum  or  by  way  of 
commission  on  the  total  cost;  if  so, 
at  what  rate  per  cent.,  and  whether 
the  commission  is  subject  to  variation 
in  respect  of  additional,  substituted, 
or  abandoned  works ;  and  can  he  say 
who  are  the  architects  appointed  under 
the  agreements  above  referred  to,  and 
what  is  the  amount  of  commission 
payable  to  each,  assuming  that  the  work 
is  carried  out  on  the  present  plan. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  I 
am  informed  by  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  First  Commissioner  of  Works  that 
the  amounts  in  each  case  were  fixed  by 
agreements  with  the  architects  as  follows  : 
—for  the  new  War  Office,  £23,750; 
for  the  new  PubHc  Offices,  Westminster, 
£26,000  ;  for  the  Science  and  Art  Build- 
ings, South  Kensington— (a)  Victoria 
and  Albert  Museum,  £25,000,  (b)  Royal 
College  of  Science,  £10,000  —  total, 
£35,000.  These  lump  sums  were  arrived 
at  by  taking  a  percentage  of  5  per  cent, 
by  way  of  commission  on  an  agreed 
total  estimated  cost,  and  they  are  subject 
to  variations  as  stated  by  the  hon. 
Member.  If  more  details  are  desired 
the  First  Commissioner  vAll  be  happy 
to  show  the  agreements  to  any  hon. 
Members  who  may  wish  to  see  them. 
The  architects  were  in  each  case  respec- 
tively the  late  Mr.  W.  Young,  the  late 
Mr.  J.  M.  Brydon,  and  Mr.  Aston  Webb, 
A.R.A.)  . 
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INTERRUPTING  MASS  AT  KILCUMMIN. 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
€hief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  on 
30th  June  a  man  named  Ryan  inter- 
rupted divine  service  at  each  of  the 
Masses  at  Kilcummin,  county  Tipper- 
-ary ;  that  a  constable,  in  consequence, 
asked  him  to  leave  the  church  during 
the  first  Mass ;  that  the  sergeant  re- 
moved him  at  the  second  Mass,  and 
that  when  outside  the  church  Ryan 
made  use  of  bad  language  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  police,  and  whether  any 
prosecution  will  be  instituted. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover) :  I  am 
informed  that  the  ofificiating  clergy- 
man, in  the  course  of  his  sermons  at 
these  two  services,  made  some  allusions 
to  a  claim  by  Ryan  for  compensation 
for  malicious  injury  to  a  horse,  his 
property.  Ryan  resented  the  allusions, 
and  the  rev.  gentleman  called  upon  the 
police  to  remove  him.  He  left  quietly. 
Outside  the  church  he  used  abusive 
language  towards  the  clergyman.  It  is 
open  to  the  latter  to  take  proceedings 
if  he  so  desires,  but  the  case  is  one  of  a 
class  in  which  the  police  do  not  prose- 
cute. 

HORSES  FOR  ROYAL  IRISH  CON- 
STABULARY OFFICERS. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that 
Commandant  Singleton,  Royal  Irish 
Constabulary  depot,  traffics  in  horses, 
-and  has  sold  horses  to  newly  appointed 
officers  in  the  Constabulary,  and  will 
the  Government  secure  that  inferior 
officials  of  the  Constabulary  shall  be 
allowed  to  buy  their  horses  in  the  open 
market. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Mr.  Singleton  has 
given  many  officers,  at  their  request, 
the  benefit  of  his  advice  and  experience 
in  the  purchase  of  horses ;  but  he  does 
not  "  traffic  '*  in  horses,  and  has  never 
sold  one  to  an  officer  of  the  force.  All 
officers  are  free  to  buy  wherever  they 
wish. 

ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY- 
RELIGIOUS  OPINIONS  OF  MEN. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  I  beg  to  I 
ask  the   Chief  Secretary   to  the  Lord ' 


Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  can 
state  the  number  of  Roman  CathoUc 
and  Protestant  recruits,  respectively, 
called  up  for  service  to  the  Royal  Irish 
Constabulary  depdt  during  the  five 
years  since  Mr.  Singleton  was  appointed 
commandant,  and  in  the  previous  five 
years,  when  Mr.  Pennington  was 
commandant ;  what  is  the  number  of 
Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant  officials 
in  the  commandant's  office,  and  the 
salaries  paid  to  each ;  is  he  aware  that 
the  barrack-master  and  his  staflf,  the 
adjutant's  clerk,  the  musketry  head 
constable,  the  assistant  schoolmaster, 
the  majority  of  the  drill  staflf,  the  libra- 
rian, canteen  men,  mess  waiters,  buglers, 
and  gymnastic  instructors  are  all  Protes- 
tants ;  and  can  he  explain  such  reUgious 
disparities  in  the  depdt  staflf  of  a  force 
where  the  Roman  Catholics  are  three 
to  one  amongst  the  rank  and  file. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  (Armagh, 
N.)  asked  if  the  adjutant,  the  musketry 
instructor,  the  veterinary  surgeon,  and 
many  other  officers  were  not  Roman 
CathoUcs. 

Mr.  wyndham  :  My  hon.  and  gal- 
lant friend  may  be  correct.  In  reply  to  the 
question  on  the  Paper,  I  have  to  say  that 
there  were  1,532  Roman  CathoUc  and 
613  Protestant  recruits  called  up  in  the 
first  mentioned  period,  and  1,848  Roman 
Catholics  and  538  Protestants  in  the 
second.  There  are  four  Roman  Catholic 
officials  in  the  commandant's  oflice, 
with  salaries  amounting  in  the  aggregate 
to  £280  16s.  ;  and  three  Protestant 
officials,  with  salaries  amounting  to 
£265  4s.  As  regards  the  religions 
composition  of  the  depot  staflf,  the  propor- 
tions are  not  as  stated  in  the  third 
paragraph.  Of  the  forty-six  members 
on  this  staflf,  twenty-five  are  Roman 
Catholics. 

BELFAST  VALUATION. 
Mr.  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
first  list  of  Griffith's  Valuation  for 
Belfast,  in  the  year  1860,  was  printed 
and  published  by  the  Government  in 
one  volume,  which  could  be  obtained 
by  the  ratepayers ;  and  will  he  state 
why  that  precedent  has  not  been  followed 
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on  the  present  occasion  of  a  new  valua- 
tion ;  and  will  he  order  the  publication 
in  a  similar  way  of  the  present  valuation 
Usts  for  that  city,  having  regard  to  the 
fact  that,  owing  to  the  number  of  appeals 
arising  from  the  new  valuations,  such 
pubUcation  will  be  a  convenience  to 
ratepayers  concerned. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  have  nothing 
to  add  to  my  replies  to  the  similar 
inquiries  addressed  to  me  by  the  hon. 
Member  on  the  30th  April  last.t 

CORK  JURORS. 

Mr.  O'SHEE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  can  state  how  many 
jurors  are  on  the  jurors'  list  for  the  city 
of  Cork  for  the  current  year  ;  how  many 
jurors  have  been  ordered  by  the  Crown 
to  stand  by  at  the  three  last  winter 
assizes  held  in  Cork  city ;  and  how  many 
of  the  jurors  are  Roman  Cathohcs. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  There  are  913 
jurors  on  the  jurors*  list  for  the  city  of 
Cork  for  the  current  year.  I  have  no 
information  which  would  enable  me  to 
reply  to  the  remainder  of  the  quescion. 

Mr.  O'SHEE:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  not  aware  that  in  one  case 
alone  forty-five  jurors  were  ordered  to 
stand  aside  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  have  no  records. 

KILCLOONEY  ESTATE,  GALWAY. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
can  state  how  the  tenants  on  the  unsold 
portion  of  the  Kilclooney  estate  hold  the 
lands  ;  have  any  of  the  graziers  who  pre- 
vious to  last  November  merely  held  under 
agistment  contracts  been  since  made 
tenants  for  the  purpose  of  seUing  the 
lands  to  them ;  whether,  in  view  of  the 
proposed  legislation  extending  the  powers 
of  the  Congested  Districts  Board,  he  will 
ask  the  Irish  Land  Commission  not  to 
force  a  sale  until  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  has  an  opportunity  of  further 
considering  the  matter  ;  and  whether  he 

t  See  Debates  [Fourth  Series],  Vol.  xciii.,  page 
271. 


will  ask  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
to  communicate  with  the  Irish  Ltind 
Commission  on  the  subjed. 

The  following  Question  also  appeared 
on  the  Paper  : — 

Mr.  CULLINAN  (Tipperary,  S.) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  several  tenants  on  the  Irish 
Land  Purchase  and  Settlement  Com- 
pany's estate  at  Kilclooney,  county 
Galway,  have  purchased  their  holdingSy 
and  that  some  tracts,  to  the  extent  of 
400  acres,  which  have  been  let  for  grazing^ 
purposes,  are  still  unsold  ;  whether  he  has 
received  a  memorial  from  the  principal 
shareholders  in  the  company  praying^ 
that  the  said  grazing  lands  should  be  sold, 
to  the  tenants  in  convenient  lots,  thus 
carrying  out  the  original  intentions  of  the 
company ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Land  Commission,  at  the  request  of  the 
late  Chief  Secretary,  sent  an  inspector  to* 
the  estate,  who  reported  in  favour  of  the 
project ;  and  that  the  tenants  agreed  to* 
pay  whatever  price  the  Land  Commission 
fixed  on  the  grazing  traces  without  in 
any  way  interfering  with  those  lands  held 
under  regular  tenancies ;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  the  proposed  legislation  to* 
extend  the  powers  of  the  Congested 
Districts  Board,  he  will  ask  the  Land 
Commission  to  stay  the  sale  of  these 
particular  tracts  so  as  to  enable  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  to  negotiate  for 
the  purchase  of  them. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  This  estate  was: 
purchased  by  the  Irish  Land  Purchase 
and  Settlement  Company  in  1885.  The 
Land  Commission  advanced  £42,300,  of 
which  £35,000  is  still  due.  The  com- 
pany has  been  wound  up  in  a  Uquidation 
suit,  and  the  attention  of  the  Land  Com- 
mission has  been  directed  on  several 
occasions  by  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor 
General  to  the  necessity  of  realising  its- 
securities  and  paying  off  the  debt.  Fifty- 
two  tenants  purchased  in  1887  and 
1891.     There  remain  unsold — 

1.  Some  sixteen  or  seventeen  small 
holdings  which  occupiers  have  agreed  to 
buy. 

2.  (a)  185  acres  under  a  fee  farm 
grant  for  ever ;  (6)  305  acres  on  unex- 
pired lease  of  thirty-one  year^^f rom  1880  ; 
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(c)  126  acres  under  a  statutory  tenancy  ; 

(d)  234  acres  under  a  yearly  tenancy ; 

(e)  260  acres  under  a  sixty-one  years 
lease ;  (/)  80  acres  of  which  the  occupier 
was  stated  in  the  Landed  Estates  Court 
Rental,  printed  twenty  years  ago,  to  have 
been  a  yearly  tenant.  He  has  been  in 
occupation  for  more  than  thirty  years, 
and  now  holds  under  a  court  letting. 
[There  can,  I  think,  be  no  question  of 
using  the  above  six  holdings  for  increas- 
ing the  size  of  other  holdings.] 

3.  Three  court  agreements,  to  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford  probably 
refers,  consisting  of  eighty-seven,  sixty- 
nine,  and  fourteen  acres  respectively. 
The  Land  Commission  was  advised  that 
these  170  acres  are  so  far  away  from  the 
small  holdings,  and  so  difficult  of  access, 
as  to  render  them  unsuitable  for  the 
purpose  of  increasing  the  latter.  Having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  the  occupiers  had 
held  them  for  ten  years  and  were  anxious 
to  buy  at  good  prices,  the  Commission 
oflfered  them,  and  the  oflfer  was  accepted. 

4.  There  is  a  demesne  of  264  ajres. 
It  does  not  appear  that  the  company 
intended  to  divide  this  land.  On  the 
contrary,  it  offered  the  demesne  to  a 
single  purchaser  for  £14,000. 

This  land  is  let  to  grazing  tenants,  but, 
in  any  case,  no  offer  to  sell  to  them  has 
been  made,  nor  is  it  proposed  to  make 
one.  No  question  of  urgency,  therefore, 
arises. 

The  Congested  Districts  Board  has 
been  in  communication  with  the  Land 
Commission  on  the  subject,  but  I  cannot 
undertake  to  say  whether  that  Board 
will  eventually  decide  to  purchase  in  view 
of  its  obUgations  to  assist  migration  from 
a  congested  district. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  I  thank  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  for  sending  me  a 
document  containing  the  information 
he  has  just  read  to  the  House,  and  also  a 
map  which  enabled  me  to  follow  his 
answer.  I  may  perhaps  be  allowed  to 
say  that  the  lots  in  which  my  colleagues 
and  myself  are  mainly  interested  are 
three,  which  apparently  the  Land  Com 
mission  has  agreed  to  sell.  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  see  that  these  sales  are 
not  confirmed  until  we  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  laying  before  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
as  well  as  the  Land  Commission,  a  full 
statement  of  our  views  1 


Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  do  not  think  I 
can  give  an  unconditional  undertaking, 
as  it  may  be  that  the  matter  has  gone  too 
far.  Still,  if  there  is  an  opportunity  for 
delay,  I  shall  think  it  only  reasonable  to 
avail  myself  of  it. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND:  Then  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  communicate 
with  the  Land  Commission  at  once  ] 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Yes ;  and,  if  they 
are  not  irrevocably  committed  J  will  delay 
further  proceedings. 

NOONAN'S  CONVICTION. 
Mr.  CONDON  (Tipperary,  E.) :  1  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  case  of  the 
emergency  man  Noonan,  who  was  re- 
leased from  prison  one  month  before  his 
sentence  of  two  months  imprisonment 
with  hard  labour  for  an  aggravated 
assault  had  expired,  and  he  can  state  the 
reasons  advanced  for  the  reduction  of 
the  sentence  and  the  grounds  of  a  peti- 
tion praying  for  his  release  priesented  by 
Noonan  or  on  his  behalf  by  his  friends  to 
the  Lords  Justices. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  It  would  be  con- 
trary to  invariable  practice  to  make  a 
statement  such  as  that  suggested  in  the 
second  part  of  this  question.  I  can 
add  nothing  to  my  reply  of  the  1 7th  inst., 
namely,  that  the  Lords  Justices,  upon  a 
consideration  of  all  the  facts  and  the 
previous  record  of  the  prisoner,  remitted 
a  portion  of  the  sentence. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  (Donegal, 
S).:  What  harm  would  there  be  in 
-showing  the  petition  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  It  would  create 
VI- hat  I  think  would  be  an  unfortunate 
precedent. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  Yes,  for  the 
Government. 

Mr.  FLAVIN:  Was  not  the  only 
recommendation  of  this  man  the  fact 
that  he  was  an  emergency  man  ?  It  is  a 
case  of  one  law  for  the  landlords. 

STRANGFORD   DISPENSARY    DISTRICT. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Belfast, 

S.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
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the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
he  is  aware  that  an  inquiry  has  been 
held  in  Downpatrick  by  a  medical  in- 
spector of  the  Local  Government  Board 
*s  to  the  necessity  of  providing  a  quaUfied 
■midwife  for  Strangford  dispensary  dis- 
trict, and  that  it  was  proved  that  there 
had  been  from  time  to  time  deaths  from 
puerperal  fever  from  improper  nursing 
before  a  regularly  quaUfied  midwife  was 
appointed,  and,  seeing  that  since  the  re- 
signation of  the  last  holder  of  the  position 
on  Ist  May,  1900,  the  guardians  have 
persistently  refused  to  appoint  a  suc- 
cessor, can  he  say  whether  there  is  any 
power  in  the  Local  Government  Board ' 
to  compel  the  Downpatrick  Guardians 
to  make  the  appointment. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  :  The  facts  are  as 
Btated    in    the    first    paragraph.    The 
Board  has  frequently  exhort^  the  guar- 
dians to  appoint  a  midwife  for  this  dis- 
pensary district  since  the  occurrence  of  i 
the  present  vacancy  in  May,  1 900.     The  i 
reply  to  the  second  paragraph  is  in  the  | 
aflSnnative.    The  Board  will  again  com-  j 
municate   with  the  guardians   insisting 
on  the  necessity  for  such  an  appointment.  | 
I  would  prefer  not  to  allude  to  more  \ 
drastic  measures  which  might  be  taken  I 
until  the  guardians  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity  of  giving  a  reply,  which  wiU,  I 
trwsty  be  satisfactorv. 

FAIR  RENTS  IN  COUNTY  LOUTH. 
Mr.  NOLAN  (Louth,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  is  aware  that 
jn  January  last  the  Land  Commission 
issued  a  list  of  fair  rent  applications  for 
the  county  of  Louth  in  which  seventy- 
•nine  of  the  holdings  were  situated  in  the 
Ardee  Union,  that  these  cases  were 
heard  in  Dundalk  or  in  Drogheda  instead 
^f  in  Ardee,  and  that  this  arrangement 
caused  inconvenience  and  expense  to  the 
parties  concerned,  and  whether  in  future 
fases  connected  with  the  Ardee  Union  will 
"« listed  for  hearing  in  the  town  of  Ardee 
*«  in  former  years. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  In  fixing  the  sit- 
tings in  question,  the  matter  was  dis- 
cussed at  Drogheda  between  the  chair- 
nian  of  the  sub-commission  and  the 
solicitors  acting  for  the  majority  of  the 
tenants.    It  was  then   decided  that  it 


would  be  most  convenient  for  the  greater 
number  of  those  concerned  that  the 
cases  should  be  heard  in  Drogheda  and 
Dundalk.  No  objection  was  made  to  this 
course,  and  no  appUcation  was  made  to 
hear  any  of  the  cases  at  Ardee.  I  cannot 
give  any  undertaking  such  as  suggested 
at  the  end  of  the  question;  but  I  will 
bring  the  matter  under  the  notice  of  the 
Land  Commission^ 

(RISK  SANITARY  CHARGES. 
Mr.  TULLY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  he  can  say  when  he  will  be 
able  to  inform  the  House  as  to  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Local  Government  Board  on 
the  question  of  sanctioning  the  areas  of 
charge  for  sanitary  expenses  in  rural 
districts  on  lesser  areas  than  the  dispen- 
sary districts,  as  requested  by  so  many 
rural  district  councils. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  A  Circular  will 
be  issued  forthwith  for  the  purpose  of 
eliciting  the  views  of  local  authorities 
throughout  Ireland  on  this  subject.  A 
decision  will  be  come  to  by, the  Board  as 
soon  as  the  views  of  these  authorities 
shall  have  been  ascertained. 

MALICIOUS    BURNING    OF   FURZE    ON 
THE  CLANRICARDE  ESTATE. 

I  Mr.  DUFFY  (Galway,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
6isk  Mr.   Attorney  General  for  Ireland 

'  whether  he  is  aware  that,  at  the  late 

I  quarter  sessions  held  in  Loughrea,  two 
applications  were  made  by  Lord  Clanri- 
carde  for  compensation  for  the  malicious 
burning  of  furze  and  mountain  heathen, 
and  that  the  county  court  judge  dis- 
missed the  application,  the  only  evidence 
being  put  forward  in  support  of  the 
claims  was  that  given  by  a  bailiflf  named 
Murphy ;  whether  the  police  authorities 
have  in  their  possession,  since  5th  May 
last,  evidence  to  prove  that  Murphy 
was  actually  seen  in  the  act  of  firing  the 
mountain  heather,  and  what  steps  the 

j  Government  intend  to  take  in  this  case. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.) :  On  the  24th  June  I  in- 
formed the  hon.  Member  that  the 
question  of  prosecuting  Murphy  for 
alleged  perjury  was  under  consideration. 
Directions  have  since  been  given  to  pro- 
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ceed  against  him  on  that  charge,  and  the 
case  will  probably  be  heard  at  the  next 
petty  sessions  at  Loughrea,  on  the  25th 
instant. 


TKIAL  OF  MR.  P.  F.  WALSH,  J.P. 
Mr.  DELANY  (Queen^s  County, 
Ossory) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attorney 
(JeneraJ  for  Ireland  whether  he  can 
explain  why  he  and  the  Solicitor  General 
for  Ireland  were  prevented  from  attend- 
ing the  Cork  Assizes,  and  can  he  state 
what  will  be  the  total  cost  of  sending  Mr. 
Bushe,  K.C.,  to  prosecute  for  the  Crown 
at  those  assizes,  and  out  of  what  fund 
such  cost  will  be  defrayed. 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  To  the  first  ques- 
tion I  cannot  at  present  give  a  fuller 
reply  than  is  contained  in  the  answers 
already  given  by  me  to  similar  questions 
on  the  12th  and  16th  instant,  to  which 
I  would  refer  the  hon.  Member,  t  I  have 
on  several  occasions  stated  that  Mr. 
Bushe  has  not  been  sent  to  the  assizes  by 
the  Crown,  but  that  being  on  circuit  the 
briefs  which  Would  have  been  held  by  Mr. 
Ronan  under  my  directions  have  been 
transferred  to  him.  Mr.  Bushe*8  fees, 
which  are  those  Mr.  Ronan  would  have 
obtained  had  he  been  present,  will  be  paid 
out  of  the  Law  Charges  Vote.  At  pre- 
sent their  amount  cannot  be  ascertained. 

Mr.  O'SHEE  :  Ought  not  the  brief  to 
have  been  given  to  Sir  Francis  Brady  1 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  That  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  question. 

Mr.  O'SHEE:  But  he  is  the  chief 
Crown  Prosecutor  for  Cork. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order  I  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  answered  the 
question. 

Mr.  O'SHEE :  On  a  point  of  order 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
must  not  ask  the  same  question  over  and 
over  again: 

Mr.  O'SHEE  remained  standing. 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  If  the  hon.  Member 
t  See  pages  260  and  597. 


persists  I  shall  have  to  name  him  to  th& 
House. 

Mr.  O'SHEE:  But  it  is  a  point  of 
order. 

*Mr.  speaker  :  It  is  not  a  point  of 
order  to  claim  to  renew  the  same  ques- 
tion again  and  again. 

CORK    AND   FERMOY    KAILWAST. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  proposal  to  release  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western  Railway  Com- 
pany from  their  promise  to  begin  the 
construction  of  the  Cork  and  Fermoyline 
on  or  before  the  31st  instant,  whether 
the  Treasury  will  ascertain  the  views  of 
the  traders  and  general  pubHc  of  the 
districts  interested  before  consenting  to 
release  the  railway  company  from  their 
statutory  obligation  under  the  Act  of 
1899. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  Th» 
Treasury  cannot  release  the  company 
from  any  of  its  statutory  obligations, 
and  have  never  proposed  to  do  so.  Thi* 
could  only  be  done  by  Parliament 
itself,  and  such  a  proposal  would  hay* 
to  be  embodied  in  a  Bill,  upon  which  all 
the  interests  concerned  would  have  an 
opportunity  of  having  their  case  heard. 

Mr.  FLYNN :  Will  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man ascertain  the  views  of  the  publie 
in  the  districts  interested? 

Mr.     AUSTEN     CH  AMBERLADf  : 

The  Treasury  already  have  pretty  full 
information  on  that  subject.  Perhapa 
it  would  be  as  well  to  defer  any  other 
question  pending  the  statement  of  tht 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  presently- 

Mr.  O^SHEE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  whether  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western  Railway  Cora- 
pany  of  Ireland  have  expressed  their 
intention  of  constructing  a  line  of 
railway  from  any  point  on  their  system 
in  the  county  Waterford  to  connect  with 
their  branch  lineat  Youghal  in  caseParlia- 
ment  releases  them  from  their  eug^^ 
ment  to  construct  the  direct  line  from' 
Fermoy  to  Cork  as  already  sanctienwl; 
if  not,  can  he  state  on  what  conditi«J** 
would  the  Treasury,in  case  the  Fermoy 
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to  Cork  direct  line  is  abandoned,  assent 
to  the  payment  of  the  £93,000  granted 
in  respect  of  the  county  Waterford 
railway  to  the  company. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
The  answer  to, the  first  question  is  in  the 
negative.  The  answer  to  the  second 
question  must  depend  upon  the  decision 
of  Parliament  upon  the  proposals  brought 
before  them,  if  any  such  proposals  are 
made. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY  (Cork  County,  W.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  Hybrid  Committee  of 
1898  reported  in  favour  of  the  scheme 
of  the  Fishguard  Company ;  and,  hav- 
ing regard  to  the  eflfect  of  such  a  scheme 
on  the  industries  in  the  South  of  Ire- 
land, and  to  the  fact  that  the  local 
boards  in  West  Cork  and  South  Cork 
and  the  fishing  and  other  industries 
in  the  west  and  south  of  Cork  are  in 
favour  of  the  construction  of  the  connect- 
ing line  through  Cork,  which  would 
develop  their  several  industries,  and  as 
the  Great  Southern  and  Western  Rail- 
way Company,  under  the  Amalgama- 
tion Act,  1900,  were  bound,  as  part  of 
their  scheme,  to  make  the  connection 
referred  to,  whether  he  will  take  steps 
to  oblige  them  to  do  so  and  to  make 
the  Cork  and  Fermoy  Railway. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  I 
am  aware  of  the  facts  stated  by  the  hon. 
Member  in  these  questions,  but  the 
pledge  of  the  company  to  make  the 
connecting  line  through  Cork  with  the 
railways  of  the  west  and  south  was 
dependent  upon  their  being  able  to 
secure  the  co-operation  of  the  local 
authorities  of  Cork  in  the  scheme,  and 
this,  as  I  understand,  they  have  been 
unable  to  obtain.  I  fully  appreciate 
the  importance  of  this  connecting  line 
over  the  Lee  to  the  industries  of  the 
South  and  West  of  Ireland,  and  have 
had  evidence  of  the  interest  of  those 
districts   in   the   scheme    which    would 

Eve  them  an  alternative  route  to  Eng- 
nd  and  a  continuous  line  to  Dublin. 
But  I  have  unfortunately  no  power 
whatever  to  compel  the  company  to 
make  the  connection,  and  I  understand 
that  the  suggestion  of  the  company  to 
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substitute  an  obligation  to  construct 
a  bridge  over  the  Lee  for  the  existing 
obligation  to  construct  the  Fermoy 
line  does  not  meet  with  the  approval 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  or  his  colleagues, 
in  the  representation  of  the  county  and 
citv  of  Cork. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY :  May  I  be  allowed 
to  say  that  the  opinion  in  the  county 
of  Cork  is  in  favour  of  the  scheme. 

Mr.  0*SHEE  :  Will  the  Treasury  in- 
sist on  the  immediate  payment  of  the 
£93,000  1 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
That  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  question. 

Mr.  GOULDING  (Wiltshire,  Devizes) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the^ 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,, 
under  the  Amalgamation  Act  of  1900  or 
otherwise,  there  is  any  existing  obligation 
on  the  Great  Southern  and  Western 
Railway  Company  to  construct  a  line 
between  Cork  and  Fermoy  or  any  con- 
necting railway  passing  through  Cork. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  r 
The  agreement  scheduled  to  the  Act  of 
1898  recited  that  the  Fishguard  and 
Rosslare  Company  and  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western  Company  hadf 
undertaken  "  the  construction,  with  the 
sanction  of  Parliament  and  the  co- 
operation of  the  local  authorities  in  Cork 
and  the  railway  companies  west  of  Cork, 
of  a  line  to  connect  the  systems  of  the- 
companies  west  of  Cork  with  the  systems; 
of  the  Fishguard  Company  and  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western  Company.  *'  I  am 
informed  that  the  company  has  been 
unable  to  obtain  the  co-operation  of  the- 
local  authorities. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he  is; 
aware  that  the  question  of  a  through 
route  between  England  and  the  South  of 
Ireland  occupied  the  attention  of  Hybrid 
Committees  of  this  House  in  1898  and 
1899,  and  of  a  Joint  Committee  of  Lords^ 
and  Commons  in  1900;  and  that  the* 
Committee  of  1898  sanctioned  the  ab- 
sorption by  the  Great  Southern  Railway 
Company  of  the  Waterford  and  Lismore 
Company  and  the  Lismore^n^  J^oy 
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•Company,  on  an  express  pledge  that  the 
Great   Southern    Company   would   con- 
struct a  line  from  Fermoy  to  Cork,  and  a 
-further  pledge  to  connect  their  system 
at  Cork  with  the  lines  south  of  the  river 
Lee;    is  he  aware  that  the  Committee, 
•on  1st  July,  1898,  reported  strongly  in 
favour  of  the  Bill,  and,  in  addition  to 
this  report,   took   the   further   security 
•of  inserting  in  the  Act  temporary  pro- 
visions for  the  construction  of  the  Cork 
r^nd   Fermoy   line,    and   placed   on   the 
company    the    statutory    obligation    of 
applying  for  powers  to  change  the  route 
mn  the  next  session ;  is  he  aware  that  the 
Act  of  1899  expressly  recited  this  statu- 
tory   obligation     and     sanctioned     the 
-change  of   route  without  in  any  way 
jTelieving  the  company  from  its  statutory 
-obligation    to    connect    at    Cork    with 
lines  south  of  the  River  Lee  ;  is  he  aware 
that  in  1900  the  Joint  Committee  of 
Lords    and    Commons    sanctioned    the 
absorption  by  the  Great  Southern  Com- 
pany of  two  other  railway  companies 
(the  Waterford  and  Limerick  Company 
And  the  Central  Ireland  Company)  on  the 
3)asi8  of  its  adherence  to  both  the  Parlia- 
mentary contracts  of  1898  and   1899; 
is  he  aware  that  before  this  Amalgama- 
tion Bill  passed  this  House  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  on  26th  July,   1900, 
stated  he  would  require  the  immediate 

?ayment  of  the  £93,000  payable  to  the 
'reasury  in  respect  of  one  of  the  lines 
4ibsorbed  under  the  Rosslare  Act,  1898, 
tinless  he  received  satisfactory  assu- 
rances that  the  Cork  and  Fermoy  Branch 
would  be  undertaken  without  further 
delay,  and  completed  before  August, 
1904  ;  is  he  aware  that  before  the  Third 
Heading  of  the  Amalgamation  Bill,  on 
Ist  August,  1900,  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  received  assurances  that  the 
line  would  be  commenced  \^dthin 
twelve  months,  and  therefore  did  not 
insist  on  the  payment  of  the  £93,000  ; 
is  he  aware  that  the  Great  Southern 
•Company  lately  applied  to  the  public 
n>odies  of  Cork  to  excuse  them  from 
making  the  Cork  and  Fermoy  line,  but 
^ere  refused  ;  have  the  Treasury  now 
:sanctioned  the  attempt  to  escape  from 
•constructing  this  line ;  and  will  the 
•Government,  in  view  of  the  valuable 
•concessions  made  by  Parliament  in  three 
■sessions  to  this  company,  and  the  non- 
tienforcement  of  the  payment  of  its  debt 


of    £93,000,    insist    that    its    statutory 
obligations  shall  not  be  impaired. 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  Is  it  not  the  fact  that 
the  Cork  Chambers  of  Commerce  and 
Shipping,  the  Cork  Corporation,  and  the 
Cork  Harbour  Board  have  passed  resolu- 
tions protesting  against  this  attempt  of 
the  Great  Southern  and  Western  to 
evade  their  obligations  ] 

Mr.  GILHOOLY  :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  several  resolutions 
in  favour  of  the  alternative  scheme 
have  been  passed  by  local  bodies  in  the 
south  and  south-west  of  Cork  ] 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  As  regards  the  last  question,  I  under- 
stand what  the  hon.  Gentleman  means  by 
**  alternative  scheme  "  is  a  route  which 
would  cross  the  river  Lee  at  Cork.  I 
am  not  quite  sure  how  far  the  phrase 
**  alternative  scheme  '*  is  right,  but  there  is 
no  doubt  the  south  and  south-west  of 
Ireland  are  naturally  and  very  properiy 
desirous  of  seeing  this  scheme  carried 
out.  As  to  the  question  on  the  Paper, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  this  company 
are  pledged  to  construct  the  line  from 
Cork  to  Fermoy,  and  the  Treasury 
neither  have  the  power,  nor  would  they 
exercise  it  if  they  did  possess  it,  of  sanc- 
tioning any  escape  from  that  parliamen- 
tary obligation. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  WeU,  I  beg  to 
give  notice  that  when  the  Great  Southern 
and  Western  Bill  comes  up  on  Monday 
for  Third  Reading,  I  shall  move  its  rejec- 
tion unless  the  House  gets  a  distinct 
pledge  from  the  promoters  that  thev  will 
at  once  proceed  with  this  line. 

DERRY  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  he 
can  state  where  the  Treasury  advertise- 
ments appeared  asking  for  tenders  for  the 
purchase  of  the  Derry  Central  Railway. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN: 
The  advertisement  appeared  in  fourteen 
papers — ^the  Belfast  Newsletter,  Northern 
Whig,  Evening  Telegraph  (DubUn),  Irish 
Times,  Daily  Express,  Independent,  The 
Times  (London),  Manchester  Guardian, 
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Liverpool  Courier,  Scotsman,  Railway 
News,  Derry  Sentinel,  Standard,  and 
Journ^. 


{16  July  1901}  •  Quesiums.,  858 

The  matter  has  since  been  set  right,  and 
the  Sunday  collection  will  be  made  as 
usual  at  6.40  p.m. 


IRISH  BOARD  OF  WORKS— DISCHARGES 
OF  WORKMEN. 

Mr.  NANNETTI  (DubUn,  CoUege 
Green) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  is 
aware  that  a  man  named  Moore,  a  smith 
employed  by  the  Board  of  Works  at 
Kingstown  for  the  past  twenty-seven 
years,  has  been  discharged  without  any 
notice  or  pension;  and  seeing  that  another 
smith  who  has  only  a  few  years*  service 
has  been  retained  in  the  employ,  whether 
he  will  see  that  Moore  is  reinstated,  or 
that  he  is  granted  such  compensation 
•or  pension  as  will  be  commensurate  with  ' 
his  length  of  service.  l 

Mr.      AUSTEN      CHAMBERLAIN : 
Moore    was    employed    from     1871    to, 
January,  1899,  when  his  services  were  | 
<liscontinued.     He  was  then  re-employed  j 
in  November,  1899,  and,  after  repeated 
<5aution8  for  unsatisfactory  conduct,  he 
was  finally  dismissed  on  the  7th  of  May 
last.    I  can  hold  out  no  hope  that  he 
will  be  reinstated.     He  is  not  qualified 
ior  either  a  gratuity  or  a  pension. 

LARAOH  POSTAL  ARRANGEMENTS. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  whether  he  is  aware  that  a 
notice  has  been  affixed  to  the  letter-box 
in  liaragh  village,  Glendalough,  stating 
that  in  future  there  will  be  no  Sunday 
<^llection  there,  and  seeing  that  Laragh 
village  is  the  principal  distributing  and 
■collecting  centre  for  the  whole  of  the 
^sub-district  of  Glendalough,  and  that  the 
mail  car  stops,  both  on  its  outward  and 
homeward  journey,  at  the  spot  where  the 
letter  receiver  is  erected,  whether  he  can 
43tate  why  such  instructions  have  been 
issued,  on  whose  advice  were  they 
issued,  and  whether  it  is  intended  to 
-discontinue  the  Sunday  service  to 
Olendalough. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
It  appears  that  on  a  manuscript  notice 
temporarily  affixed  to  the  letter-box  in 
laragh  village  it  was  incorrectly  stated 
that  there   was   no   Sunday  collection. 


BALLYVAUGHAN     POSTAL     ARRANGE- 
MENTS. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
if  he  can  state  the  reason  for  the  delay 
in  establishing  telegraphic  communica- 
tion between  New  Quay  and  Bally- 
vaughan,  county  Clare. 

Mr  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  A 
guarantee  was  given  in  May  for  a  tele- 
graph office  at  Burrin,  the  office  to  which 
it  is  understood  the  hon.  Member  refers. 
Delay  has  been  caused  by  difficulties  in 
regard  to  wayleave,  but  it  is  hoped  that 
the  matter  will  shortly  be  settled,  and 
the  extension  will  then  be  proceeded 
with  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

NAVAN  POSTAL  SERVICE. 

Mr.  PATRICK  WHITE  (Meath,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  whether  he  can  now  say  if  the 
inquiry  on  the  question  of  improving  the 
postal  service  to  Navan  has  taken  place  : 
and,  if  so,  will  he  state  the  result. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
The  inquiries  which  the  Postmaster 
General  has  instituted  on  the  question 
of  improving  the  postal  service  to  Navan 
are  not  yet  completed.  The  result  shall 
be  communicated  to  the  hon.  Member 
as  soon  as  possible. 

LIGHT  RAILWAYS  BILL. 
Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  he  can  state  when  he  proposes 
to  ask  the  House  to  take  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Light  Railways  Bill. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  This  is  one  of 
the  Bills  of  which  I  do  not  think  long 
notice  is  necessary.  I  shall  bring  it  on 
at  the  first  convenient  opportunity. 

POSTAL  TELEGRAPHS  VOTE. 

Mr.  STUART  WORTLEY  (Sheffield, 

Hallam) :   I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 

the  Treasury   whether  an   opportunity 

will  be  given  for  a  discussion  of  the  Postal 
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Telegraphs  Vote  on  one  of  the  allotted 
days. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  If  possible,  I 
will  put  down  this  Vote  first  on  one  day 
allotted  to  Supply.  At  any  rate,  I  hope 
there  will  be  an  opportunity  for  its  dis- 
cussion. 

SCOTTISH  ESTIMATES. 
Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  seeing  that  the 
majority  of  the  Scotch  Votes  have  not 
yet  been  discussed  in  Committee  of 
Supply,  will  he  now  state  when  an  oppor- 
tunity will  be  given  for  the  discussion 
of  the  remaining  Votes. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  nfraid 
I  can  make  no  statement. 

Mr.  WEIR:  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  hold  out  any  hope  that  Scot- 
land will  receive  more  favourable  treat- 
ment i 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :   Faint. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE   HOUSE. 
Sir   H.   CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :   May  I  ask  as  to  the 
business  for  next  week  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  hope  to  bring 
on  the  Education  Bill  next  Monday.  I 
cannot  say  how  long  that  discussion  will 
last,  but  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Rating  Bill  will  be  the  second 
Order.  I  will  make  a  fuller  statement 
to-morrow  or  Monday. 


NEW  BILL 

AGRICULTURAL  RATES  ACT,  1896, 
ETC.,  CONTINUANCE. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Walter 
Long,  Bristol,  S.)  rose  to  move 

Mr.  COGHILL  (Stoke-upon-Trent) :  I 
rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  wish  to  know 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  in 
order  in  introducing  in  one  Bill  a  pro- 
vision to  continue  two  Acts  which  have 
on  previous  occasions  been  brought  in 
separately.     They  are  Bills  of  a  very 


contentious  character,  and  one  of  them 
I  wish  to  vote  for,  but  to  the  other  I  am 
opposed. 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  I  do  not  see  any 
point  of  order.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man can  bring  in  the  Bill,  and  the  hon. 
Member  at  the  proper  time  can  move 
to  strike  out  a  part  of  it. 

Mr.  COGHILL  :  I  do  not  think  you. 
quite  understand  my  point.  I  wish  toi 
know  how  it  is  possible  for  me  or  anjr 
other  Member  to  vote  on  this  Bill  when, 
we  have  these  different  opinions  with, 
regard  to  the  two  Acts. 

*Mr.  speaker  :  That  is  a  matter  the. 
hon.  Member  must  decide  for  himself. 

*Mr.  WALTER  LONG :  I  have  to  asfc 
leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  which  has  for 
its  object  the  renewal  of  the  two  Acts; 
to  which  my  hon.  friend  has  just  re- 
ferred— namely,  the  Agricultural  Rates^ 
Act,  1896,  and  the  Tithe  Rent-Charge 
(Rates)  Act,  1899 — and  also  two  Acts. 
of  Parliament  which  provide  for 
the  distribution  of  money  in  Scot- 
land, and  which  are  not  similarly: 
applicable  in  this  country.  It  is  not 
necessary  for  me  to  do  more  than  refer 
in  one  or  two  words  to  the  history 
of  this  rating  question.  The  difficulty^ 
which  has  been  admitted  by  all,  what- 
ever may  be  the  exact  view  that  they  tak& 
of  it,  has  existed  for  a  very  long  time^ 
and  it  is  a  difficulty  which  applies  to  all 
classes  of  rateable  property,  and  not 
alone  to  the  two  particular  classes  covered 
by  the  Acts.  That  view  was  taken  by 
the  Government  in  1896  when  they 
appointed  a  Royal  Commission  to  inqufre* 
into  this  question,  and  when  they  passedf 
in  that  and  the  succeeding  years  the  two 
measures  which  it  is  now  proposed  to 
renew  by  the  Bill  I  am  asking  leave  to 
introduce.  The  grievance  in  connection 
with  rating  is  that  the  incidence  of  rating- 
upon  realty  as  compared  with  personalty 
presses  with  much  greater  weight — 
with,  as  we  contend,  unjust  weight 
— upon  the  one  class  of  property.  The- 
rating  system  as  originally  devised  was- 
undoubtedly  intended  to  cast  the  burden- 
of  payment  for  the  objects  secured  by  the- 
rates  upon  all  classes  of  property,  whether 
real  or  personal,  movable  or  immovable. 
That  this  was  so  is  clearly  proved  by  thet 
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iact  that  personalty  was  liable  up  to 
1840.  But  it  was  found  difficult  to 
define  personalty  in  order  to  make  it 
pay  its  contribution  to  the  rates,  and, 
therefore,  in  the  year  1840  an  Act  of 
Parliament  was  passed  which  finally 
(released  personalty  from  its  obligation 
to  contribute  to  the  rates.  That  Act 
subsequently  found  its  way  into  the 
Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Act,  and 
has  been  annually  renewed.  1  am  i 
bound  to  say  that,  when  faced  with  i 
that  fact,  I  do  not  think  that  those  ' 
who  are  mainly  interested  in  the 
Hjuestion  of  personalty  ought  to  grumble 
;at  the  partial  relief  given  under  these 
measures,  remembering  that  personalty 
has  escaped  altogether  the  burdens  of 
which  it  was  originally  intended  it  should 
bear  its  share. 

Many  attempts  have  been  made  to 
deal  with  this  question,  and  nobody  has 
•ever  contended  that  those  attempts  have 
been  more  than  very  rough  and  ready 
•eflforts  to  solve  partially  a  very   diffi- 
•cult  and  complicated  problem.     Licence 
jand  other  duties  liave  been  transferred, 
and  the  State  has  borne  partially  the 
burden  that  at  one  time  was  borne  en- 
tirely locally.     But  the  difficulty  of  deal- 
ing with  the  burden  of  th-e  rates  upon 
agricultural  land  and  tithe  rent-charge 
was   not   met   by  those  allocations    of 
Imperial   revenue.     It  was   still   found 
that  agricultural  land  and  tithe  rent- 
<jharge    suffered   under   the   same   dis- 
abilities that  affect  ordinary  realty  as 
compared  with  personalty,  and  there  was 
also  the  fact  that  the  income  value  or 
ability  is  not  so  great  in  regard  to  agri- 
cultural land  or  tithe  rent-charge  as  it 
18  in  the  case  of  other  classes  of  property. 
This   aggravated   the   injustice   of   the 
burden,    and    led   the  Government    in 
1896   to  deal  with  tlie  matter  by  the 
two   Acts    to  which  J   have    referred, 
and    wTiich     enact    that    agricultural 
land  and  tithe    rent-charge   not   sepa- 
rated   from   tlie    benefice    should    pay 
only   half    of   the    rates.       It  will   be 
remembered     that    by    these    Acts    a 
deficiency     was      created      in     respect 
of  the  money  which  had  hitherto  been 
<»ntributed  out  of  the  rates,  and  which, 
if  some  special  arrangement  had  not  been 
made,  would  in  fact  have  had  to  be  borne 
ty  other  ratepayers.  In  the  case  of  the 
Agricultural    Sates    Act   the    Imperial 
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Revenue  contributed  a  sum  to  make  up 
the  deficit  created  by  the  Act,  and  in  the 
case  of  the  Tithe  Rent -charge  Act  the 
money  is  taken  from  the  Local  Taxation 
Account.    In  that  way,  in  respect  of  all 
rates  up  to  the  passing  of  these  two  Acts, 
the  deficit  created  is  met  by  these  contri- 
butions— except  that  in  the  Agricultural 
Rates  Act  there  are  some  of  the  smaller 
rates,  amounting  altogether  to,  compara- 
tively speaking,  a  small  sum,  which  are 
not  included  in  the  contributions  made 
out  of  Imperial  funds.     I  think  I  need 
only  give  three  ordinary  examples  to 
satisfy  the  House  that  the  injustice  to 
which  I  have  referred  really  exists.     First 
I  take  the  rent  of  a  house  at  £400.     The 
rateable    value,    roughly   speaking,    for 
assessment    purposes    would    be    £360. 
Assuming  the  house  to  be  in  an  urban 
district,  with  the   rates  at  6s.  in  the  £, 
the  amount  paid  in  rates  would  be  £108. 
The  income  of  the  occupier,  taking  his 
rent  to  be  one-tenth  part  of  his  income, 
would  be  £4,000,  so  that  the  proportion 
of  income  paid  in  rates  would  be  one 
thirty-seventh.     But  if,  instead  of  being 
in  the  town,  this  property  was  in  the 
country,  the  rates  would  have  to  be  taken 
at  3s.  in  the  £,  and  the  proportion  would, 
of  course,  be  one-seventy-fourth  of  the 
income.     Then  take  the  case  of  the  tithe 
rent-charge  not  severed  from  the  benefice. 
Assume  the  income  of  the  incumbent 
derived  from  tithe  rent-charge  to  be  £400, 
and  the  estimated  value  of  the  parsonage 
for    rating    purposes,     say    £60.     The 
amount  paid  in  rates  at    3s.  in  the  £ 
would     be    about    one-eighth     of     his 
income    as    compared   with  one-thirty- 
8even»^^h  in  the  first  case  to  which  I  re- 
ferred.    If  I  go  to  the  occupier  of  agricul- 
tural land  the  case  is  still  harder.     Take 
a  farm  the  estimated  rent  of  which  is 
£400.     The  assessable  value  for  rating 
would  be  £360.      At  3s.  in  the  £,  the 
amount   paid  in   rates   would   be  £54. 
Taking  the  estimate  made  by  the  Board 
of  Inland  Revenue  for  the  purposes  of 
income  tax,  namely,  that  the  income  of  an 
occupier  of  agricultural  land  would  be 
about  one-third  of  his  rent,  that  gives 
you  an  income  of  £135,  and  the  propor- 
tion paid  in  rates  would  be  considerably 
more  than  one-third. 

I  think  those  three  cases  illustrate  the 
special  hardship  of  the  present  rating 
system  upon  this  class  of  property,  and 
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I  may  say  that  the  reUef  given  by  these 
Acts  does  not  by  any  means  dispose  of 
the  injustice.  It  lessens  it,  but,  after 
you  have  enacted  that  agricultural 
land  and  tithe  rent-charge  should  pay 
only  half  the  rates,  you  still  leave  the 
owners  of  such  property  paying  a  great 
deal  more  to  the  rates  in  proportion  to 
their  income  than  do  the  occupiers  or 
owners  of  any  other  class  of  property. 
I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  Bill  is  a  very 
short  one.  It  only  consists  of  two  clauses, 
the  first  of  which  renews  the  Agricul- 
tural Rates  Act  and  the  Tithe  Rent- 
charge  (Rates)  Act,  and  the  second  and 
other  Acts  to  which  I  referred,  the  Con- 
gested Districts  and  Burgh  Land  Relief 
(Scotland)  Act,  and  the  Local  Taxation 
Account  (Scotland)  Act  (1898),  both  of 
which  were  passed  for  the  corresponding 
reUef  to  Scotland.  The  only  change  now 
made  is  that,  whereas  in  the  two  original 
Acts  the  time  was  five  years,  we  have  had 
to  consider  in  this  case  whether  a  limita- 
tion of  a  similar  kind  should  be  reimposed. 


Districts,  and  Burgh  Land  Tax  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1896,  and  the  Local  Taxation 
Account  (Scotland)  Act,  1898."— (-*^^- 
Walter  Long.) 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELI^BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs)  :  We  have  long  ago 
ceased  to  be  at  all  surprised  at  any  use 
which  the  present  Government  make  of 
the  forms  and  procedure  of  this  House. 
I  venture  to  say  that  there  has  never  been 
a  case  in  which  those  forms  and  that  pro- 
cedure have  been  more,  as  I  submit, 
obviously  misused  than  on  this  occasion.. 
But,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  a  point  on  which 
I  shall  have  to  appeal  to  you  before  I  sit 
down,  because  you  are  invested  with  a 
certain  authority  and  discretion  in  this 
matter,  of  a  very  difficult  and  peculiar 
kind.  I  will  state  plainly  to  the  House 
the  matter  as  it  suggests  itself  to  me. 
I  will  lay  down  two  propositions.  The 
first  is  that  this  rule  under  which  we  are 
now  acting  was  intended  to  be  appUed  to^ 
non-contentious   measures.     It   is   quite 


or  whether  a  measure  should  bere-enacted    possible  that  of  late  years  that  practice 


leaving  the  duration  to  be  until  Parlia- 
ment should  otherwise  determine.  Now, 
Sir,  the  position  is  not  the  same  as  in 
1896.  In  1896  we  were  deaUng  with  an 
Interim  Report,  and  the  authority  of  our 
own  examination  of  the  question.  Now 
you  have  had  the  Report  of  the  Royal 
Commission.  Nobody  will  contend  that 
it  was  not  a  strong  Commission  and  an 
efficient  one.  Out  of  fifteen  members 
thirteen  reported  that  the  case  of  agricul- 
tural land  and  tithe  rent-charge  was  a 
strong  case,  and  that  reUef  should  be 
given ;  but  they  recommended  that  re- 
Uef should  be  given  in  a  different  way. 
It  is  the  hope  and  the  desire  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  deal  with  the  whole  question. 
What  is  the  advantage  of  fixing  a  Hmit  of 
time  1  It  will  not  force  the  Government 
ment's  hand ;  it  will  only  result  in  the 
Government  insisting  on  further  time 
being  given  to  the  discussion.  What  we 
want  to  do  is  to  deal  effectually  with  the 
whole  rating  question ;  but,  meanwhile, 
we  ask  the  House  to  give  us  leave  to 
introduce  the  Bill,  which  I  now  ask  leave 
to  do. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
continue  the  Agricultural  Rates  Act, 
1896,  the  Tithe  Rent-charge  (Rates)  Act, 
1899,  the  Agricultural  Rates,  Congested 

Mr.  Walter  Lo7tg. 


has  been  largely  extended  to  measures 
which  can  be  quoted  and  referred  to 
which  ought  not  to  be  described  as  non- 
contentious,  but  that  does  not  interfere 
with  the  fact  that  the  original  intention 
and  purpose  of  the  rule  was  that  this 
mode  of  procedure  should  be  confined  ta 
non-contentious  measures.  And  what 
do  I  mean  by  non-contentious  measures  T 
I  do  not  mean  a  Bill  as  to  which  there  are 
no  two  opinions  in  any  quarter  of  the 
House.  One  can  hardly  conceive  a 
measure  which  in  that  sense  would  he 
non-contentious.  But  if  you  have  a 
measure  on  which  the  whole  force  of  the 
Opposition  is  on  one  side  and  the  whole 
force  of  the  Government  is  on  the  other, 
it  is  a  farce  to  say  that  that  measure  can 
under  any  circumstances  be  a  non- 
contentious  measure.  But  my  second 
proposition  is  this :  Is  this  a  non-con- 
tentious measure  ]  Why,  Sir,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  airily  disposed  of  it 
by  saying  that  it  is  a  continuation  Bill. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester 
E.) :  I  never  said  that  it  was  non-con- 
tentious. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELI^BANNERMAN: 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  it  was 
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a  fitting  measure  to  be  dealt  with  in  this 
manner,  because  it  was  a  continuation  j 
Bill ;   but  what  does  it  continue  ?     Now  ' 
we  have  to  go  back  ;  now  we  are  told  that 
it  is  not  a  continuation  Bill,  but  a  Bill  for  . 
making   permanent   these    Acts   which  I 
have  been  so  strongly  opposed.     We  all 
remember  very  well  what  happened  on 
a  previous  occasion  not  so  many  years 
ago.     We   remember  that  there   was   a 
Commission  sitting  to  inquire  into  the 
distress  in  agriculture.     That   Commis- 
sion did  not  initiate  a  proposal  of  this  i 
kind.  .  It  was  "feuggested  to  the  Commis- 
sion by  two  members  of  the  Government 
who  were  members  of  the  Commission, 
so  that,  although  it  acquired  in  the  course 
of  its  life  a  sort  of  sanction  at  the  hands  i 
of  the  Commission,  it  was  originated  and  | 
was  as  much  a  Government  measure  as 
if  it  had  been  brought  in  in  the  first  place 
by  a  Minister  on  that  side  of  the  House.  I 

Mr.    CHAPLIN    (Lincolnshire,    Slea- 
ford) :    What  is  the  authority  for  that  | 
statement  ?  , 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
My  authority  is  my  own  recollection  of 
what  happened,  refreshed  not  very  long 
ago 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  Allow  me  to  say  that 
your  recollection  is  entirely  wrong. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  anxious  to 
dispose  of  that  theory  of  the  origin  of  this 
Bill,  but  he  cannot  altogether  succeed. 
At  all  events,  it  came  before  the  House 
and  it  was  treated  in  no  sense  as  a  non- 
contentious  measure.     I  will  refer  to  the 
first  Bill.     There  are  other  Bills  which 
followed  in  its  train,  but  we  need  not 
speak  of  them  now.     The  first  Bill  was 
strenuously   and  determinedly   opposed 
in  a  way  in  which  Bills  are  seldom  op- 
posed.    It   gave    rise    to   two    all-night 
sittings,  so  vigorous  and  determined  was 
the  opposition  which  we  entertained  then 
and  which  we  entertain  now.     We  took 
the  strongest  possible  objection  to  that 
measure,   and  this  on  several  grounds 
which  I  need  not  recapitulate  in  detail. 
It  seemed  then  and  it  seems  now  to  create 
a  great  injustice  as  between  town  and 
country.     It  creates  great  injustice  be- 
tween one  kind  of  property  and  another 


in  the  country.     When  it  was  put  forward 
as  a  relief  to  agriculture,  that  excuse  had 
to  be  dropped  at  an  early  stage.     If  it  had 
been  a  relief  given  to  agriculture,  surely 
the  greater  part  of  the  relief  would  havo^ 
been  given  where  it  was  most  wanted,  and 
some   discrimination    would    have    been 
made  between  those  parts  of  the  country 
where  deep  and  dire  distress  prevailed 
and  those  parts  which  were  very  flourish- 
and  where  rents  were  high  and  profits 
great.     [Cries  of  **  Where  1  "]    This  was; 
in  many  parts  of  the  country,  and  alL 
parts    in    the    neighbourhood    of    large 
towns,    because    this    was    pointed    out: 
to  the  Government  in  the  course  of  the- 
debate,   and  they   had   to  abandon  the* 
theory  and  the  plea  altogether  that  it  was> 
a  measure  in  relief  of  agriculture.  [**  No^ 
no  !  "  and  cheers.]     I  do  not  say  that  the 
hon.  Member  who  says  "  No  "  abandoned 
it,  but  I  say  the  Government  abandoned 
it.     And  we  have  the  further  objection 
that  we  urged  that  this  relief  which  was. 
alleged  to  be  given — and  possibly  may  have- 
been  intended  by  those  who  are  blind  to.> 
the  inevitable  consequences  of  such  Acts 
to  be  given — to  the  bona  fde  occupiers 
and  tenants  must  redound  to  the  benefit 
of  the  landlords.     I  remember  that  this 
theory  of  it  was  explained  by  a  distin- 
guished member  of  the  present  Govern* 
ment  in  terms  more  clear  than  any  of  us 
adopt.     He  said   that  any  proposal   to 
relieve  the  rates  of  the  occupying  tenant 
would  be  merely  robbing  Peter  to  pay 
Paul,  and  to  do  so  in  the  worst  possible 
way,  because  Peter  would  be  the  landless 
millions  of  the  country,  and  Paul  would 
be  the  gre^t  landowners  who  were  ready 
to  shift  the  permanent  burden  on  the 
heads  of  the  less  fortunate  of  their  fellow- 
countrymen.     That  was  the  opinion  of 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  members, 
of  the  Government.    [An  Hon.  Member  : 
Who  said  that  ?]    The  Colonial  Secretary. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for  the* 
COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  Bir- 
mingham, W.)  :  Who  says  that  I  ever  said 
that  ?  I  would  like  to  inquire  whether 
I  rightly  understand  what  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said.  He  said,  as  I  under- 
stand him,  that  while  I  was  a  member  of 
this  Government [Criesx^f  **  No,  no  1  "J 

Sir  H.   CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN:. 
No.  (  \ 
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Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  Oh!  I 
understood  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
■said  that  I  used  the  words  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Government  when  the  Act  was 
|)assed. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
No.  What  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said— [Cries  of  "  When  ?  "]  In  1883. 
JMinisterial  cries  of  "  Oh,"  and  laughter.] 
What  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
was — 

"  Lord  Salisbury  coolly  proposes  to  hand  it 
(the  produce  of  certain  new  duties  he  advo- 
cated) over  indirectly,  if  not  directly,  to  the 
landlords  of  the  country.'* 

What  does  it  matter  from  what  source  ? 

"  In  the  shape  of  a  contribution  in  aid  of 
iocal  taxes.    I  must  say  I  never  recollect  any 
public  man  propose  in  a  franker,  I  might  even 
say  in  a  more  audacious,  manner  to  rob  Peter 
to  pay  Paul.    And  what  makes  it  worse  is  that 
in  this  case  Peter  is  represented  by  the  land- 
less millions  who  have  no  other  wealth  than  . 
their  labour    and  their    toil,  while    Paul    is 
the  great  landlord  with  20,000  acres  who  is 
seeking  to  relieve    himself    of   his   share    of : 
taxation  by  shifting  it  on  to  the  shoulder  of  his  ! 
less  fortunate  countrymen." 

About  two  years  later  I  find  that  the  | 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  again  of  this 
^ame  proposal  to  give  something  in  relief 
of  rates  on  agricultural  property — 

*'  It  may  enable  the  landlord  to  extract 
a  higher  rent.  There  is  only  one  thing  that  can 
benefit  the  farmer,  and  that  is  a  fair  rent  fixed 
by  an  impartial  tribunal** 

These  were  the  old  doctrines,  the  sound 
doctrines,  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
before  he  got  into  his  present  company. 
The  answer  that  was  made  to  us  when 
we  used  this  argument  against  the  Bill 
was  that,  as  a  matter  of  political  economy, 
this  result  would  not  take  place,  because 
the  Bill  was  a  temporary  measure,  and 
it  would  not  reach  that  position  of  affairs 
in  which  the  benefit  would  pass  to  the 
landlord.  As  far  as  I  know,  the  sole 
argument  against  the  theory  or  prin- 
ciple that  relief  given  in  this  way  to  the 
tenant  passes  to  the  landlord,  and  benefits 
the  landlord,  now  disappears,  so  that  if 
this  was  a  contentious  matter  five  years 
ago  it  is  infinitely  more  contentious  now, 
because  it  is  more  serious.     I  therefore 
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submit  to  you,  Sir,  that  this  by  no  means 
exhausts  the  objections  we  have  to  the 
Bill ;  but  I,  at  least,  have  said  enough  to 
show  what  the  character  of  the  discussion 
of  the  Bill  must  necessarily  be,  and 
with  the  greatest  deference,  as  you  have 
power  to  adopt  either  of  two  courses 
— either  without  further  debate  to  put 
the  Question  on  the  motion  for  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Bill,  or  the  Question  that 
the  debate  be  now  adjourned — ^I  venture 
to  hope  that  you  will  take  the  view  that, 
in  consideration  of  an  opposition  to  the 
measure,  which  does  not  exist  in  my 
frantic  imagination,  but  which  is  sup- 
ported by  the  practical  experience  of  five 
years  ago,  the  latter  course  will  be  taken. 
[Cries  of  "  Move !  '*]  There  is  no  such 
motion  can  be  made  as  that  the  debate 
be  adjourned,  but  Mr.  Speaker  has  the 
power  to  adjourn  it  now  if  he  thinks  fit 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  I  am  afraid  I  must 
decline  to  follow  the  course  suggested 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  I  have  on 
previous  occasions  expressed  my  view  of 
the  action  of  the  Chair  on  this  rule.  The 
option  is  given  to  me  to  put  the  Question 
that  leave  be  given  to  introduce  the  Bill, 
or  the  Question  that  the  debate  be  now 
adjourned.  The  only  effect,  in  my  ex- 
perience, of  the  latter  course  is  that 
I  should  be  supposed — although  the  rule 
does  not  say  it — to  be  in  effect  express- 
ing an  opinion  on  the  motion,  and 
immediately  afterwards  I  should  have 
to  invite  the  majority  to  override  my 
opinion.  That  is  a  course  which  I  think 
is  derogatory  to  the  authority  and  dignity 
of  the  Chair,  and  which  I  do  not  propose 
to  follow.  I  have  declined  to  take  that 
course  on  other  occasions,  and  I  decline 
to  take  it  now.  It  must  be  understood, 
however,  that  in  doing  so  I  am  not 
expressing  an  opinion  whether  the  Bill 
has  been  properly  introduced  under 
Standing  Order  No.  16  or  not. 

Mr.  Speaker  put  the  Question  in  pur- 
suance of  Standing  Order  No.  16,  that 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  the  BilL 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  259  ;  Noes, 
176.    (Division  List  No.  340.) 


.  Acland-Hood,Capt.  Sir  Alex.p. 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 


AYES. 

Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
ArnoldForster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 


Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
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Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.lManoh'r 
Balfour,  Capt  C.  B.  (Hornsey) 
Bftlfour,Rt,Hn.GeraldW(Leed8 
Balfour,Ma  j.  KR(Ghristchuroh 
Banburj',  Frederick  George 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Bathur8t,Hon.  AlIenBenjamin 
Beach,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bri8tol) 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bigwood,  James 
BOl,  Charles 

Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boecawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Boulnois,  Edmund 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Bowles,  Capt.  H.  F.  (Middlesex 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
BuUard,  Sir  Harry 
Campbell,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  A.  (Glasgow 
C^arson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,V.C.W.(Derby8hire 
C^yzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
OcO,  Lorcf  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hon.  J.(  Birm. 
Chamberlain,J.Au8ten(Worc'r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Heniy 
Chapman,  Edward 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
C^hen,  Benjamin  Louis 
CoUings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Coloi^,SirJohnCharle8  Ready 
(^!ston,  Chas.  Ewd.  H.  Athole 
CJorbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Oanbome,  Viscount 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Dewar,T.R.(T'rH'mlets,S.Geo. 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Dimsdale,  Sir  Joseph  Cockfield 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughtv,  George 
Doxford,  SirWilliam  Theodore 
Durning-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Dyke,  Rt.Hon.SirWilliamHart 
EUiot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  D. 
Fellowes,  Hn.  Ailw;^^  Edward 
Fergu88on3 1.  Hn  .Sir  J(  Manc'r 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  George  H. 
FinUy,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
FitzGerald,Sir  Robert  Penrose- 
Fitzroy,Hon.EdwardAlgernon 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 

Fo8ter,PhillipsS.(Warwick,SW 
Gibb«,HnA.G.H.(aty  of  Lond. 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Frederick 
Gordon,  Hn.  J.  £.  (Elgin&Naim 
GordoD,MajEvans-(T*rH'mlets 
Gor8t,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goscheii,Hon.  George  Joachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
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Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
Greene,SirEW(B'ry&Edm*nds 
Greene,HenryD.  ( Shrewsbury) 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hain,  Edward 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamilton,Rt.Hn.Ld  G.(Midd*x 
Hamilton,Marq.of(L*nd'nd*rry 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  Robert  W. 
Hardy,Laurence(KentAshford 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,  Jas.  (Staff ords.,  N.W.) 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon-Hodge,  Robert  T. 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry (Somerset,E. 
Hope,  J.F.(Sheffield,Brightside 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Horner,  Frederick  William 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Howard,  J.  (Kent,  Fa  vers  ham 
Howard,  J.  (Midd.,  Tottenham 
Hozier,Hon.JamesHenryCecil 
Hudson,  George  Biekersteth 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks,  N.R.) 
Jackson,  Rt.  Hon.  Wm.Lawies 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Kemp,  George 

Kenyon,  Hon.  G.  T.  (Denbigh 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  I^ees 
Lambert,  George 
Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  W. 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawson,  John  Grant    . 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Legee,  Col,  Hem.  Heneage 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leveson-Gower,  Fred.  N.  S. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Col.Charles  W.  ( Evesham) 
Long,Rt.Hn.Walter(Bri8toi,S) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.,  Eskdale) 
Lowther,Rt.Hon.James(Kent) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Luca8,ReginaldJ.(Portsmouth) 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Mawjartney,Rt.Hn.W.G  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Macon ochie,'A.  W. 
M* Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Calmont,Col.H.L.B.(Cambs 
M*Iver,SirLewis(Edinbur^hW 
M'Killop,  Jas.  (Stirlingshire) 

[FoxjRTH  Series.] 


Malcolm,  Ian 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Maple.  Sir  John  Blundell 
Maxwell,  W.J.  H.(Dumfriessh. 
Middlemore,  JohnThr  ogmort*  n 
Mildmav,  Francis  Bingham 
Mitchell,  William 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Montasu,Hon.J.Scot^  Hants.) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  Robt.  Jasper  ( Shrops  hire) 
Morgan,  D.  J.  ^Walthamstow) 
Morgan,Hn.Fred.iMonm'thsh. 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morris,Hon.  Martin  Henry  F. 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.A.(Deptford 
Mount,  W^illiam  Arthur 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Cbl.  Wyndham(Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Newdigate,  Francis  Alexander 
Nicholson,  Williani  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
GrrEwins,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease,HerbertPike(Darlington 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 

Perks,  Robert  William 
Pilkington,  Lieut.-Col.Richard 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Ratcliff,  R.  F. 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Ren  wick,  George 
Ridley,Hon.M.W.(Stalybridge 
Ridley,S.Forde(BethnalGreen ) 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.Chas.Thomson 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell.  T.  W. 
Rutherford,  John 
Sadler,  Ol.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Seely,Charles  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Seely,Capt»J.E.B.(IsleofWight 
Sharpe,  WUliam  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  (Renfrew 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Smith,H.C.(North'mb.Tyne6d. 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand> 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,Hn.Arthur(0rm8kirk 
Stanley , Edward  Jas.  ( Som er set 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stroyan,  John 

Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(OxrdUniv 
Tborbum,  Sir  Walter 
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Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Kdw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Wankiyn,  James  Leslie 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
^VasoD,JonnCathcart(Orkney) 
Webb,  CoL  William  George 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Welby,Lt.-CoLA.C.E(Taunton 


Welby,  Sir  Chas.  G.  E.  (Notts. 
White,  Luke  (York,  £.  R.) 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
WOliams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
William8,Rt.HnJPowell(Birm. 
Willouehby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wills,  Sir  Frederick 
WUsonTodd,  Wm.  H. (Yorks.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wason-Todd.  Wm.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,  RtHn.E.R.(Bath) 


Wolflf,  Gustov  Wllhelm 
WorUey,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  R  Stuart- 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 
Younger,  William 

Tellers  for  the  Ates— Sir 
WilUam  Walrond  and  Mr. 
Anstruther. 


Abraham,William  (Cork,N.E.) 

Allen,  Chas.  P.(Glouc., Stroud) 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Asher,  Alexander 

Ash  ton,  Thomas  Gair 

At  herley- Jones,  L. 

Barry,  E,  (Cork,  S.) 

Bay  ley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Bell,  Richard 

Blake,  Edward 

Boland,  John 

Bowles,T.Gib6on  (King'sLynn) 

Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 

Bryoe,  Rt.  Hon.  James 

Burke,  E.  Haviland- 

Burt,  Thomas 

Caine,  William  Sproston 

Caldwell,  James 

Cameron,  Robert 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

OimpbellBannerman,  Sir  H. 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Channing,  Francis  AUston 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Cogan,  Denis  J. 

Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Craig,  Robert  Hunter 

Crean,  Eugene 

Crombie,  John  William 

CuUinan,  J. 

Cust,  Henry  John  C. 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

Davies,ALVaughan-(Cardigan) 

Delany,  William 

Denny,  Colonel 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dillon,  John 

IX)nelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 

Duffy,  WiUiam  J. 

Duncan,  J.  Hastings. 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

EUbank,  Master  o£ 

Emmott,  Alfred 

Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 

Evans,  SamuelT.  (Glamorgan) 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro(Leith) 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Fitzmaurioe,  Lord  Edmond 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Fl3mn,  James  Christopher 

Fowler,  Rt.  Hon,  Sir  Henry 


NOES. 

Fumess,  Sir  Christopher 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gilhooly,  James 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Grant,  Corrie 

Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Haroourt,  Rt.  Hon.SirWilliam 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Harwood,  George 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayter,Rt  Hon.  SirArthurD. 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  H. 
Hobhouse,  C.  E.  H.  (Bristol,E.) 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Hope.  John  Deans  (Fife,  W.) 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Jaooby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  Da  vidBrynmor(  Swansea 
Jones,  William(  Carmtrvons  hire 
Kay  Shuttleworth,Rt.HnSirU 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
KinlochSirJohn(3reorgeSmyth 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lanffley,  Batty 
Laybnd-Barrett,  Francis 
Leamy,  Edmund 
Leese,  Sir JosephF.  ( Aocrington ) 
Lev^r,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lough,  Thomaa 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
MacNeiU,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M*Cann,  James 
M'Dermot,  Patrick 
M*Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Killop,  W.  (SUgo,  North) 
McLaren,  Charles  Benjamin 
Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Mather,  WUltam 
Mellor,  Rt  Hn.  John  WiUiam 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Morton,  E.  J.  C  (Devonport) 
Murphy,  J. 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Norton,  CJapt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  KendaH  Tipperary.Mid 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 


O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
0*Connor,Jame8(Wicklow,W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'DonneU,  John  (Mayo,  & 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'KeUy,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
O'Kelley,  J.  (Roscommon,  N.) 
O'MaUey,  WUliam 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
O'Shee,  James  John 
Palmer  Sir  Chas.  M.  (Durham 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rea,  Russell 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Reid,SirR.  Threshie(  Dumfries) 
Rigg,  Richard 

Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbigh^) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
RoUit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Soott,  Chas.  Prestwich  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  E) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,OaptJohn(Forfanhii« 
Soamee,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spencer,RtHn.C.R(Northanti) 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Taylor,  Theodore  Cooke 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Abel(Carmarthen,E) 
Thomas,DavidAlfred  (Mertbyr 
Thomas,F.  Freeman-( Hastings 
Thomas,  JA  (Glamorgan,Goirer 
Thomp8on,DrEX)<  Monagh'o,N 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (YorkTw.  R.) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  PhUips 
TuUv,  Jasper 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,JohnLaw8on(Leed8,S.) 
Wason,  £ugene(C3adcmaii]iaii) 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  Nortti) 
Whiteley,  George  rYork,  WJL) 
WhitiMr,^J.H.  (Halifax) 
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Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wflson,  Chas.  Henry  (Hull,  W. 
WUson,  Henry  J.(York,  W.R.) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Woroesters.  N.) 


Woodhouse,SirJ.T(Huddersrd 
Youn^,  Samuel 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 


Tellers  for  the  Nobs — 
Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  and 
Mr.  Causton. 


Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Long,  Mr.  Attorney  General,  the  Lord 
Advocate,  and  Mr.  Grant  Lawson. 

AGRICULTURAL  RATES  ACT,  1896,  ETC, 
CONTINUANCE    BILL. 

"To  continue  the  Agricultural  Rates 
Act,  1896,  the  Tithe  Rent-charge  (Rates) 
Act,  1899,  the  Agricultural  Rates,  Con- 
gested Districts,  and  Burgh  Land  Tax 
ReUef  (Scotland)  Act,  1896,  and  the 
Local  Taxation  Account  (Scotland)  Act, 
1898,"  presented  accordingly,  and  read 
the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  269.] 


STANDING     COMMITTEE     ON     TRADE, 
ETC. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Trade  (including 
Agriculture  and  Fishing),  Shipping, 
and  Manufactures,  that  they  have  power 
to  consolidate  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Acts  Amendment  Bill  and  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Acts  Consolidation  Bill 
into  one  Bill." — {Mr.  Secretary  Ritchie.) 

Mr,  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.)  asked 
whether  the  adoption  of  this  Instruction 
would  do  away  with  the  right  to  raise 
discussion  on  the  Report  stage. 

*Mr.  RITCHIE :  No. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

FINANCIAL     RELATIONS     OF     GREAT 
BRITAIN    AND    IRELAND. 

*Me.  CLANCY  (DubUn,  N.) :  In  rising, 
Sir,  to  move  the  resolution  which  stands 
in  my  name,  I  am  happy  to  think  that 
it  will  not  be  necessary  for  me  to  occupy 
the  time  of  the  House  for  any  lengthened 
period.  I  merely  intend  to  present  to 
the  House  in  broad  outUne  the  grievance 
under  which  the  Irish  representatives 
of  all  parties,  with  about  half  a  dozen 
exceptions,  and  ninety-nine  hundredths 
of  the  Irish  people  believe  their  country 
labours  and  has  laboured  for  many  a 


year.  At  the  same  time,  the  subject  is 
too  important  and  complicated  to  be 
very  briefly  or  hghtly  dealt  with,  and, 
as  this  is  a  new  House  of  Commons,  I 
presume  that  it  will  be  only  proper  that, 
in  teUing  our  story  to  it  for  the  first  time, 
I  should  endeavour  to  make  it  compre- 
hensive, if  not  complete.  I  may,  perhaps, 
be  permitted  to  hope  that  the  result  of 
this  discussion  may  be  somewhat  less 
unsatisfactory  than  that  of  similar 
discussions  on  this  subject  in  the  past. 
I  think  we  have  gained  something 
which  we  would  not  have  gained  without 
those  debates  and  the  agitation  in 
Ireland,  of  which  they  were  the  outcome  ; 
but,  on  the  whole,  our  grievance  has 
hitherto  been  denied  and  redress  has 
been  directly  refused.  Our  experience, 
therefore,  has  not  been  encouraging, 
and  in  connection  with  it  I  cannot  help 
thinking  how  appUcable  to  our  position 
is  Sydney  Smithes  parody  of  a  popular 
quotation — 

"  Thrice  is  he  armed  who  hath  his  quarrel 
just,  and  ten  times  may  he  be  over-taxed.*' 

I  repeat  that  I  hope  that  this  House  of 
Commons  will  show  itself,  at  least  on 
this  subject,  more  disposed  than  the  last 
to  view  things  from  an  impartial  stand- 
point and  to  act  and  to  compel  Ministers 
to  act  accordingly.  Now,  on  this  ques- 
tion, we  Irish  Members  take  our  stand 
on  certain  provisions  in  the  Act  of 
Union,  and  here,  perhaps,  I  may  antici- 
pate one  criticism  which  this  fact  evoked 
last  session,  at  my  own  expense,  from 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and 
which  may  possibly  be  forthcoming 
again  this  evening.  When  I  stated 
that  I  stood  upon  the  Act  of  Union, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  sarcastically 
welcomed  me  in  the  novel  character  of  a 
recruit  to  the  cause  of  the  Union.  I 
thought  at  the  time  and  I  think  now 
that  for  a  man  of  his  serious  temper 
and  demeanour  mere  joking  of  this  sort 
was  somewhat  out  of  place  on  such 
an  occasion.  As  for  the  inconsistency 
which  he  implied,  I  cannot  see  it.  I  am 
opposed  to  the  Union  root  and  branch.  I 
consider  it  a  usurpation  which  no  man  in 
Ireland  is  morally  bound  to  obey.     But, 
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while  it  is  maintained,  against  my  will, 
am  I  forbidden  by  the  fact  that  I  would 
get  rid  of  it  if  I  could  from  taking  advan- 
tage .  of  any  of  its  provisions  which 
may  work  out  good  for  Ireland?  Of 
course,  I  am  not,  and  if  I  considered  myself 
so  forbidden  I  would  be  justly  laughed  at 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
for  my  simpUcity.  Therefore,  though 
I  abate  not  a  jot  of  my  hostility  to  the 
Union,  I  have  no  hesitation  whatever 
in  availing  myself  of  the  provisions  of 
its  Seventh  Article.  But,  before  I  enter 
on  the  special  grounds,  on  the  basis  of 
which  we  assert  the  existence  of  this 
Irish  grievance,  I  wish  to  direct  atten- 
tion to  the  actual  consequences  of  the 
system  of  taxing  indiscriminately  two 
countries  so  dissimilar  in  their  circum- 
stances as  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 
The  figures,  to  put  it  mildly,  are  striking. 
In  1893-4 — the  last  financial  year  of 
which  the  Royal  Commission  to  which 
I  shall  presently  refer  took  note — our 
population  was  4,600,599,  and  the  total 
of  our  Imperial  taxation  was  £7,568,649. 
Since  then  our  population  has  been 
steadily  decUning,  and  our  taxation  has 
been  steadily  mounting  up,  till  at  the 
close  of  the  last  financial  year  the  figures 
stood  thus :  Population,  4,456,546 ; 
taxation,  £9,505,000.  If  the  current 
year  be  taken  into  account,  our  popula- 
tion will  have  in  all  probabiUty  still 
further  declined  at  the  close  of  the  next 
financial  year  and  our  taxation  will 
certainly  have  amounted  to  over 
£10,000,000.  In  other  words,  our  taxa- 
tion on  the  31st  March  next  year  will 
be  larger  than  it  was  in  1893  by  almost 
as  much  as  the  Commission  then  declared 
us  to  be  over-taxed  in  comparison  with 
Great  Britain.  To  Irishmen,  Sir,  all 
this  is  simply  appalling.  It  mears  a 
double  drain — a  drain  of  wealth  and  a 
drain  of  the  greatest  of  all  the  sources 
of  wealth — which  to  an  admittedly 
poor  country  involves  in  the  long  run 
such  an  abstraction  of  capital  as  must 
fatally  cripple  all  its  eff'orts  after  indus- 
trial development. 

Why  is  this  the  case  1  The  necessities 
of  Ireland  alone  do  not  supply  the  answer. 
The  answer  and  the  explanation  are  to 
be  found  in  the  fact  that  a  poor  country 
is  linked  financially  with  a  rich  one,  and 
that  the  rich  country  chooses  to  embark 
in  costly  Imperial  enterprises  and  drags 

Mr,  Clanq/, 


the  poor  one  after  her.  The  rich  country 
may  be  able,  and  no  doubt  is  able,  to  bear 
the  resulting  pecuniary  strain  ;  but  who 
will  pretend  that  the  poor  one  will  be, 
if  the  process  I  have  described  of  in- 
creasing the  taxation  of  Ireland  while 
the  resources  of  Ireland  are  decreasing, 
is  miich  further  continued  1  Suppose 
that  the  ten  millions  and  over  which  we 
Irish  shall  pay  this  year  to  the  Imperial 
tax-gatherer  be  raised  to  twelve  millions 
next  year  and  fourteen  millions  the  year 
after — what  then  ?  Would  anyone  in 
that  event  pretend  that  we  were  treated 
with  consideration  or  justice,  and  that 
the  final  result  to  our  people  could  be 
other  than  destructive  ?  I  may  be  told 
that  Ireland  suffers  because  she  is  poor, 
and  that  there  are  poor  localities  in  Great 
Britain  which  suffer  also.  I  do  not  know 
that  the  poor  localities  in  Great  Britain 
suffer  so  much,  for  in  normal  times  at  least 
far  the  greater  part  of  the  whole  revenue 
of  the  United  Kingdom  is  spent  amongst 
the  rich  and  poor  of  England.  But 
let  me  grant  for  the  sake  of  argument 
that  this  indiscriminate  system  of  taxa- 
tion hits  severely  some  localities  in  Great 
Britain,  is  that  any  reason  why  Ireland 
should  continue  to  be  hit  1  Do  two 
wrongs  make  one  right  1  I  say  there 
fore  in  the  first  place  that,  apart  from 
the  Union  altogether,  and  independently 
of  any  rights  which  we  possess  under  it, 
it  is  perfectly  plain  that  the  present  sys- 
tem of  indiscriminate  taxation  is  a 
grievance  of  the  first  magnitude  as  far 
as  Ireland  is  concerned,  and  must  neces- 
sarily be  so  as  long  as  the  circumstances 
of  the  two  countries  remain  dissimilar, 
and  as  long  as  a  yearly  increasing  ex- 
penditure remains  a  necessity  for  the 
richer  of  the  two.  We  simply  cannot 
follow  you  British  in  your  extravagance, 
and  if  you  persist  in  your  present  course- 
we  must  necessarily  fall  by  the  way. 
This  consideration  ought  to  be  enoughs 
even  if  there  were  nothing  else  to  induce 
this  House  to  devise  some  other  system 
of  taxation  ;  but  we  also  appeal  to  the 
letter  of  the  law,  and  say  that  this  House 
is  bound  to  take  that  course  at  the  risk, 
if  it  refuses  to  do  so,  of  being  guilty  of 
breaking  another  treaty  with  Ireland. 
The  Act  of  Union,  which  England  has 
always  insisted  on  regarding  as  a  treaty 
made  between  two  nations,  and  which, 
therefore,  according  to.  the  English  view 
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itself,  is'^more  solemn  and  binding  than  ^ 
any  ordinary  Act  of  Parliament — which, 
indeed,  cannot  according  to  that  view 
be  abrogated  except  with  the    consent , 
of  both  the  parties  by  whom  it  has  been 
made — that  Act  or  Treaty,  if  faithfully  I 
observed,  would  have  saved  us  from  some  1 
at  least  of    the   injustice  of    which  we 
complain.    What  does  the  Act  of  Union 
provide  ]    The  Seventh  Article  is  a  very 
elaborate   but  a  very  plain  series  of  pro-  i 
visions.     It    contemplates    two    distinct , 
possibilities.     It    contemplates    in    the , 
first  place    separate  financial  treatment  i 
for  Ireland  after  the  Union.  The  poUcy  of 
separate  treatment  may  be  spelled  out  of 
almost  every  line  of  it.     Separate  treat- 
ment was  a  necessity — at  least  for  the 
moment,   because  of  the  disproportion  j 
between  the  Irish  and  British  debts  and  I 
the  difference  in  the  circumstances  of 
the  two  countries.    The  framers  of  the 
Union   were  daring  and  unscrupulous 
enough,  but  with  all  their  daring  and 
unscrupulousness    they    would    hardly 
have  carried  the  Union  if  they  had  not 
solemnly  promised  Ireland  that   as  long 
as  that  disproportion  and  that  difference 
existed    the  two  countries  would  never  | 
be     taxed    the     same.       Lord    Castle- 
reagh,     notwithstanding    that    he    had 
spent  noillions  on  the  corruption  of  the  | 
Irish  Legislature,  still  thought  it  neces- 1 
sary  to  give  that  body  the  most  solemn 
assurances  to  that  effect.     **  As  to  the 
future  "  he  said  **  it  is  expected  that  the  \ 
two  countries  shall  move  forward  and  | 
unite  with  regard   to   their  expenses  in 
the  measure  of  their  relative  abilities.''  | 
**  Ireland  "  he  said  again,  explaining  the  ] 
Financial  Article  of  the  Act  of  Union, 
"  has  the  utmost  possible  security  that 
she  cannot  be  taxed  beyond  the  measure 
of  her  comparative  ability,  and  the  rates 
of  her  contribution  must  ever  correspond 
with  her  relative  wealth  and  prosperity.'' 
I  pause  here  for  a  moment  to  notice 
a  surprising  statement  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  in  the  last  debate  on 
this  subject  in  connection  with  this  par- 
ticular   point.    Because    the    Seventh 
Article  of  the  Act  of  Union  contemplates 
another  possibility — namely,  indiscrimi- 
nate  taxation — he   professed   with   this 
declaration  of  Lord  Castlereagh  and  many 
others  like  it  before  him  tothink  that  sepa- 
rate treatment  in  fiscal  matters  was  not  the 
main  note  of  the  financial  arrangements 


made  by  the  Act  of  Union.     With  what, 
for  want  of  a  severer  term^ which  would 
be  at  the  same  time  Parliamentary,  I  may 
be  allowed  to  call  a  perverse  and  in- 
curable  blindness    to    certain  realities, 
he  fails  to  see  in  the  Union  arrangements 
what  is  writ  large — what  is  as  big  as  a 
mountain,  open,  palpable — but  has  the 
keenest  eye  and  the  clearest  vision  for  the 
things  that  are  writ    small    and  that 
are,  by   comparison,   entirely  insignifi- 
cant.    The    dominant  idea,    I    repeat, 
was     separate     treatment ;      common 
treatment    was    regarded     merely    as 
a     remote     possibility ;     and,    accord- 
ingly, it  was  provided   that  until   the 
debts  of    Ireland    and  Great    Britain 
came  to  bear  to  each  other  a  certain  ratio, 
and  until  the  circumstances  of  the  two 
countries     became     similar,    the     Ex- 
chequers   of    the   two    countries    were 
to    be     kept     separate,     Ireland    was 
to     pay    two    parts    to    every    fifteen 
parts    paid    by    Great   Britain  to   the 
common   expenditure   of   the   Empire; 
the  taxation  in  Ireland  was  to  be  regu- 
gulated  accordingly,  and  this  arrange- 
ment was  not  to  be  altered  or  revised 
except  at  the  end  of  every  twenty  years. 
As  to  whether  the  contribution  of  Ire- 
land was  fixed  at  too  high  a  figure,  I  will 
discuss  in  a  moment.     But,  if  it  were 
fair,  the  arrangement  would  have  saved 
us  from  being  taxed  during  the  last  cen- 
tury beyond  our  relative  ability  to  bear 
taxation.     It  would  not  have  been  pos- 
sible to  say  with  the  economist  Nassau 
Senior,    quoted   with    approval    by  Sir 
Stafford  Northcote  in  the  Report  which 
he  drew  up  in  1864  for  General  Dunne's 
Committee,  that  England  was  the  most 
lightly    taxed    and    Ireland    the    most 
heavily     taxed     country     in     EuropCf 
though  both  were  nominally  liable  to 
equal  taxation.     It  would  have  saved 
us  from  being  plundered  of  some  hun- 
dreds of  millions  in  the  shape  of  excessive 
taxation  from  1800  to  the  present  year. 
But  the  contribution  which  Ireland  was 
called  upon  to  pay  was  not  fair.     All  the 
opponents  of  the  Union,  including  the 
whole  body  of  the  Irish  House  of  Lords, 
protested  against  its  unfairness,  and  it 
;  is    now  universally   admitted   to  have 
1  been  excessive,  and  the  result  was  what 
j  might  have  been  expected,  and  what  I, 
for  my  part,  believe  was  expected  by  the 
authors  of  the  Union.    Ireland  could 
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not  pay  the  whole  of  it  any  single  year, 
and  the  deficiency  had,  of  course,  to  be 
made  up  by  borrowing.  The  result 
was  that  about  £90,000,000  were  added 
to  the  debt  of  Ireland  in  sixteen  years 
after  the  Union.  Then  came  the  oppor- 
tunity of  the  simple-minded,  honest 
gentlemen  who  devised  or  supported  the 
Union  arrangement.  I  have  referred 
to  the  alternative  financial  plan  which 
alone  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
can  see  in  the  Seventh  Article  of  the  Act 
of  Union.  That  plan  was  that,  as  soon 
as  the  two  debts  came  to  bear  to  each 
other  a  certain  proportion,  and  as  soon 
as  the  two  countries  became  similar  in 
circumstances,  the  two  Exchequers 
should  be  amalgamated  and  the  two 
countries  might  be  taxed  alike.  This 
plan  was  put  into  operation  in  1816-17. 

The  Act  of  1816  was  a  flagrant  viola- 
tion of  the  Union.  The  alternative  plan  of 
indiscriminate  taxation  was  only  to  be 
adopted  on  the  occurrence  of  two  con- 
tingencies. Neither  of  those  contin- 
gencies had  occurred  then  or  has  occurred 
since.  First,  the  contribution  of  Ireland 
was  deliberately  fixed  too  high  ;  secondly, 
the  consequent  borrowing  which,  by  the 
Act  of  Union,  ought  to  have  been  made 
on  the  joint  account  of  the  two  countries, 
was  made  on  the  account  of  Ireland 
alone.  In  other  words,  the  Irish  debt 
was  fraudulently  inflated.  The  debts, 
indeed,  had  reached  the  prescribed  ratio 
to  one  another  ;  but  how  did  this  parti- 
cular contingency  happen  1  The  trans- 
action was  as  infamous  to  my  mind 
as  was  the  addition  of  ten  millions  to  the 
Irish  debt  for  the  crushing  of  the  insur- 
rection of  1798,  which  the  English 
Ministers  in  Ireland  had  deliberately 
provoked  for  ulterior  purposes.  It  was  far 
worse,  in  its  consequences  at  least,  than 
the  earlier  addition  to  the  Irish  debt  of 
the  cost  of  the  English  pensions,  of  which 
John  Philpott  Curran  spoke  when  he  said 
that  the  Irish  pension  list  made  in 
England — 

*  comprised  every  desoription  of  man,  woman, 
and  child,  from  the  exalted  excellence  of  a 
Hawke  or  a  Rodney  to  the  debased  situation 
of  the  ladj  who  humbled  herself  that  she  might 
be  exalted." 

So  far  for  the  first  of  the  two  conditions 
which  should  be  fulfilled  before  the 
Union  arrangement  for  separate  financial 


Mr,  CUmoy. 


treatment  could  be  set  aside.  As  for  the 

second,  it  is  a  very  curious  thing  that  the 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  hon. 

Member  for  the  Spen  Valley  Division,  and 

almost  every  opponent  of  the  Irish  case  in 

this  matter  who  has  spoken  in  this  House 

House     have    always     most    carefully 

ignored.    Not  one  of  them  can  be  got  to 

look  at  it.    No  wonder,  for  no  one  can 

for  one  moment  pretend  that  it  has  ever 

been  fulfilled  from  1800  to  this  hour. 

Will  any  man  in  this  House  deny  that, 

instead  of  the  circumstances  of  the  two 

countries  having  become  similar,  they 

have  become  more  and  more  dissimilar, 

year  by  year,  for  the  last  hundred  years  ? 

The  second  condition,  therefore,  was  no 

more  fulfilled  than  the  first,   and  the 

Act  of  1816,  with  its  consequent  system 

of  indiscriminate  taxation,  was,  for  that 

reason,    a   fraudulent   violation   of   the 

Union,  and,  consequently,  every  penny 

taken  from  us  since  1817,  in  excess  of 

what  would  have  been  our  proportionate 

contribution    to    Imperial    expenditure, 

has  been  taken,  and  is  now  being  taken, 

fraudulently.    The    Chancellor    of    the 

Exchequer  has,  of  .course,  his  answer. 

He  says  that  the  Irish  representatives  of 

1816  assented.     What  a  paltry  piece  of 

special  pleading  !     How  vahd  the  assent 

can    be    regarded    of    a  body   of    Irish 

Membeis  elected  fifteen  or  twenty  years 

before     CathoUc     emancipation  !      The 

fjorrupt  majority  of   them  would  have 

assented  to  anything  proposed   by  ^n 

English     Minister.       Another     answer 

generally  given  is  that,  despite  all  that 

I  have  said,  the  transaction  of  1816  was 

really  an  act  of  benevolence  on  the  part 

of  England  to  Ireland     Ireland,  it  is 

said,  could  not  pay  its  debt,  and  Great 

Bntain  took  it  on  its  own  shoulders, 

asking  only  in  return  that  henceforward 

it  might  be  at  Uberty  at  any  time  to 

make  indiscriminate  taxation  the  rule. 

A  pretty  sort  of  benevolence.    It  was 

well  illustrated  by  the  late  Mr.  O'Neill 

Daunt,  who  had  thoroughly  mastered 

this   subject  long   before   the   Childers 

Commission  was  appointed.     "  Suppose," 

he  said,  *'  a  money  transaction  between 

two  merchants,  A  and  R     On  making 

up  their  accounts  B  discovers  that  A  has 

overcharged  him  £1,000.     A  admits  the 

error,  and  transfers  the  £1,000  to  his 

own  debit.    But   he  then  says  to  B, 

'  Well,  my  dear  fellow,  as  I  have  gener- 
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oufily  taken  the  onus  of  that  £1,000 
on  myself,  you  must  really  allow  me  to 
fleece  you  some  other  way.' "  One 
would  imagine  that  if  mere  justice,  not 
to  tolk  of  benevolence,  had  been  the 
guiding  motive  of  English  policy  in  the 
matter,  English  statesmen,  instead  of 
acting  as  they  did,  would  have  reduced 
Ireland's  contribution  to  the  Empire, 
which  was  found,  and  is  now  universally 
admitted  to  have  been,  excessive,  and 
would  have  reUeved  her  of  at  least  a 
portion  of  the  addition  to  her  debt  caused 
by  an  admitted  over-estimate  of  her 
relative  taxable  capacity.  But  that  was 
not  done,  and  something  very  different 
had  always  been  contemplated. 

I  have  read  and  heard  it  said  that  the 
eontnbution  fixed  by  the  Act  was  not 
paid,  and  therefore  it  did  not  matter 
whether  h  was  fair  or  unfair.  But  the 
English  politicians  with  whom  I  am  deal- 
ing never  expected  that  it  would  be  paid. 
That  it  would  be  paid  was  what  they 
neither  expected  nor  hoped.  What  they 
both  hoped  and  expected  was  that  it 
would  not  be  paid,  with  the  view  that 
some  time  or  another  the  bankruptcy  of 
Ireland  might  bring  about  the  system  of 
common  taxation  under  which  Ireland 
could  be  fleeced  at  will,  and  without  any 
regard  to  the  protective  stipulations  of 
the  Act  of  Union.  I  solemnly  declare 
that  in  my  opinion  history  does  not  dis- 
close a  more  dishonourable  series  of 
transactions,  and  certainly  none  have 
been  attended  by  more  disastrous  results 
to  the  victims.  What  have  been  the 
consequences  to  Ireland  ?  When  we 
complain  of  these  financial  grievances 
we  are  usually  met  with  the  answer  that 
there  cannot  be  any  grievance,  because 
every  individual  in  the  three  kingdoms 
is  treated  ahke.  But  everybody  sees  the 
Irishman's  rejoinder,  that  to  be  taxed 
alike  is  our  grievance,  because  we  were 
guaranteed  Ughter  taxation  by  the  Act 
of  Union  on  account  of  our  light^er  in- 
debtedness and  our  smaller  ability  to 
pay.  Again,  it  is  said  that  it  is  not 
England,  Ireland,  or  Scotland  that  is 
taxed,  but  che  individuals  who  live  in 
those  countries  respectively  ;  and  again 
the  rejoinder  is  that  the  particular  indi- 
viduals who  happened  to  Uve  in  Ireland 
at  the  time  of  the  Union  were  granted 
rights  which  were  not  granted  to  indi- 
viduals Uving  in  the  other  parts  of  the 


^  Kingdom.  Again,  it  is  said  there  are 
poor  classes  in  England,  and  if  Ireland 
deserves  special  treatment  England  de- 
serves the  same  thing ;  but  to  that  we 
reply  that  no  treaty  was  made  in  1800 
between  the  slums  of  London  and  the 
rest  of  the  country,  or  between  Dorset- 
shire or  Wiltshire  and  the  other 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom.  The 
financial  provisions  of  tne  Act  of 
Union  were  the  price  which  England 
agreed  to  pay  for  Union,  and  the  price 
ought  to  be  paid  if  England  is  to  retain  a 
shred — and  there  is  Uttle  more  than  a 
shred  left — of  her  reputation  for  honesty. 
How  have  we  been  treated  since  1817. 
I  admit  that  from  1817  to  1853  some 
effect  was  given  to  the  provision  in  the 
Act  of  1817  for  separate  treatment. 
During  that  period  differential  treac- 
ment,  now  supposed  to  be  impracticable 
and  impossible,  was  the  rule ;  but  I 
cannot  admit  that  that  differential 
treatment  was  another  illustration  of 
British  generosity.  The  plain  truth  is 
that  you  could  not  get  any  more  out  of 
Ireland.  British  policy  had  so  im- 
poverished Ireland  that  the  squeezability 
of  Ireland  had  during  that  time  been 
exhausted.  I  am  reminded  of  a  story  of 
a  well-known  member  of  the  Munster 
Circuit  who  had  defended  a  prisoner  at 
the  Cork  Assizes,  and  who  had  taken 
for  his  fee  £1  instead  of  £1  Is.  He  was 
arraigned  before  the  circuit  bar  for 
having  accepted  an  unprofessional 
fee,  but  his  answer  was  conclusive  : 
"  My  God,  I  have  taken  all  he  had." 
But  a  time  came  when  the  screw  could 
be  put  on  afresh  with  some  profit,  and 
accordingly  Mr.  Gladstone  began  the 
process  in  1853,  and  he  was  faithfully 
imitated  by  Mr.  Disraeli  in  succeeding 
years.  I  wish  to  guard  myself  at  once 
against^making  any  attack  upon  one  side 
or  the  other.  Both  have  acted  the  part 
of  plunderers  of  Ireland,  and  the  question 
of  who  began  it  and  who  continued 
it  is  to  me  a  matter  of  indifference — they 
are  both  equally  bad.  Between  1853  and 
1864,  while  the  taxation  of  England  was 
increased  by  only  17  per  cent.,  that  oi 
Ireland  was  actually  increased  by  52  per 
cent.  ;  though  at  the  same  time,  while 
England's  population  was  going  up  by 
leaps  and  bounds,  Ireland's  was  steadily 
decreasing.  Moreover,  at  what  time  did 
this  increase  of  taxation  begin  ?    Ireland 
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was  still  reeling,  as  it  were,  from  the 
effects  of  the  famine,  was  just  recovering, 
just  showing  a  little  symptom  of  life. 
One  would  have  thought  that  such  a 
time  would  have  been  selected  for  foster- 
ing her  industry,  instead  of  crushing  it 
by  increased  taxation.  A  ruthless  and  a 
cruel  blow,  in  fact,  was  levelled  at  the 
prosperity  of  Ireland  between  1853  and 
1864,  and  the  process  of  taxing  indis- 
criminately Ireland  and  Great  Britain, 
which  was  then  commenced,  has  since 
continued,  with  the  result  that  in  1894, 
according  to  the  report  of  the  Royal 
Commission  of  that  year,  Ireland  was 
every  year  taxed  to  the  extent  of  nearly 
three  millions  beyond  what  her  relative 
taxable  capacity  justified. 

I  now  have  to  say  a  few  words  in  refer- 
ence to  the  Childers  Commission.  It  was 
a  body  of  the  highest  possible  authority  ; 
it  contained  representatives  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  those  of  Great 
Britain,  of  course,  largely  preponderating 
in  number ;  all  political  parties  in  both 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  were  repre- 
sented upon  it ;  it  had  amongst  its  mem- 
bers such  financial  experts  as  Lord  Farrer, 
Lord  Welby,  the  late  Sir  Robert  Hamil- 
ton, Sir  David  Barbour,  and  Mr.  Bertram 
Currie.  No  commission  could  possess 
greater  weight  in  respect  of  the  subject 
which  it  was  required  to  investigate, 
fl,nd  it  was  practically  unanimous  in  its 
findings,  for,  though  two  members  dis- 
sented, one  of  them  admitted  most  of  the 
main  facts  in  his  special  report,  and  the 
other  in  his  special  report  did  not  deny 
them.  What  did  the  Commission  find  ? 
I  need  only  quote  three  of  the  conclu- 
sions :  (1)  That,  as  I  have  striven  to  show, 
the  Act  of  Union  imposed  upon  Ireland 
a  burden  which,  as  events  showed,  she 
was  unable  to  bear ;  (2)  that  the  increase 
of  taxation  laid  upon  Ireland  between 
1853  and  1860  was  not  justified  by  the 
then  existing  circumstances  ;  and  (3)  that 
whilst  the  actual  tax  revenue  of  Ireland 
was  about  one-eleventh  that  of  Great 
Britain,  the  relative  taxable  capacity  of 
Ireland  was  very  much  smaller,  and  was 
not  estimated  by  any  of  the  Commis- 
sioners £18  exceeding  one-twentieth.  Now 
if  the  positions  of  the  two  countries  were 
changed — ^if  it  were  Great  Britain  which 
was  seeking  relief,  and  not  Ireland,  and  if 
such  a  report  were  made  in  favour  of  the 
claim  of  Great  Britain — ^I  ask  any  candid 

Mr.  Ckmcy, 


Englishman  who  listens  to  me,   would 
he  not  consider  it  absolutely  conclusive  1 
Why,  then,  is  it  not  regarded  as  conclusive 
when    its    verdict     is     in     favour    of 
Ireland  and    Ireland    is  the  claimant  1 
The  only  answer  to  this  question  I  have 
ever  seen  given  is  that,  forsooth,  the  Com- 
mission considered  the  question  of  the 
alleged  over-taxation  of  Ireland  in  con- 
nection with  the  question  of  Home  Rule. 
I  may  be  very  stupid,  but  I  have  never 
been  able  to  see  in  that  contention  any 
relevancy    whatever,    or    anything   else 
but    sheer    absurdity.     What     does    it 
matter  whether  the  Commission  looked  at 
the  question  submitted  to  them  in  connec- 
tion with  the  question  of  Home  Rule  or 
not  1    Is  not  the  real  point  whether  or 
not    its    findings    are    true  1      Are  its 
findings  any  the  less  true  because  they 
followed  the  example  of  Mr.  Goschen  in 
considering  Great  Britain  and   Ireland 
for  the  purpose  of  the  inquiry  as  separate 
financial  entities  ?   (The  fact  of  the  matter 
is  that  those  who  seek  to  discredit  the 
findings  of  the  Commission,   because  it 
took  the  course  it  did,  virtually  give  up 
their  case,  and  admit  that  of  Ireland,  for 
they  show  that  they  cannot  deny  the 
really  essential  facts  as  to  the  relative 
taxable  capacity  and  the  actual  taxation 
of  Ireland.     For  myself,  the  one  point 
on   which  I  think  the  findings  of  the 
Commission  have  been  unjust  to  Ireland 
is  that  of  taxable  capacity.     It  is  manifest 
that  most  of  the  Commissioners  set  it 
down  in  their  own  minds  at  far  less  than 
one-twentieth.    Sir  Robert  Giffen  placed 
it  long  ago  as  low  as  one  fifty-third,  and 
his  authority  on  such  a  subject  is  of  the 
highest.     But,  when  I  think  of  the  vast 
industries  of  England,  of  her  enonnous 
foreign  and  colonial  trade,  of  the  millions 
upon   millions   of   money  which   she  is 
able  to  lend  to  or  invest  in  every  country 
under  the  sun,  and  when  I  then  turn 
to  the  wretched  remnant  of   Irish  trade 
and  commerce  which  is  now  left,  when 
I   see   the   roofless    warehouses  in  our 
towns  and  the  idle  mills  on  the  banks 
of   our  streams — ^there   are    twenty  of 
them  in  my  own  constituency— I  h^p^ 
to  suspect  that  even  the  most  apparently 
reliable  statistics  are  illusory,  and  that 
even  Sir  Robert  Giifen's  estimate  is  too 
high. 

But,   adopting  the  highest  ^timatA 
we  were,  according  to  the  Commission  in 
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1894,  taxed  to  the  extent  of  two  and 
three-quarter  milHons  beyond  what  was 
just.  How  does  it  stand  now  ]  Our 
contribution  to  the  Imperial  Revenue 
last  year,  according  to  the  Paper  issued 
yesterday,  was  nine  millions  and  a  half, 
or  all  but  7  per  cent,  of  the  whole — in 
other  words,  though  our  relative  capa- 
city, was  at  the  highest,  one-twentieth 
^—and  very  probably  one-fiftieth — we 
paid  about  one-fourteenth  of  the  taxes 
raised.  It  is  said  that  this  contribution, 
though  larger  by  neariy  two  milhons 
than  in  1893-4,  is  relatively  less  than  it 
was  in  that  year.  That  is  so  ;  it  cannot 
be  denied  ;  but  what  is  the  inference  ] 
What  but  that  Ireland  has  been  ex- 
hausted ?  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer is  taking  all  we  have,  and  he 
does  not  take  more  simply  because  he 
cannot  get  more. 

Now,  what  answer  is  given  to  this  case  ] 
I  know  of  only  one  which  has  in  it  any 
substance  whatever.  It  is  the  argument 
of  the  set-off.  It  is  said  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  revenue  raised  in  Ireland  is 
returned  to  Ireland  in  the  shape  of 
Imperial  expenditure,  and  that  a  greater 
proportion  is  so  returned  than  in  England 
or  'Scotland.  I  myself  have  so  often 
dealt  with  this  particular  point  that  I 
shall  not  repeat  in  detail  what  I  have  said 
in  previous  sessions.  I  shall  make  only 
one  or  two  remarks  upon  it.  First,  I  say 
that  the  net  contribution  of  each  of  the 
three  countries,  as  stated  in  the  Return, 
is  arrived  at  in  a  system  of  book-keeping 
which  would  do  credit  to  the  firm  of 
Pattisons,  Limited.  Two  different  prin- 
ciples are  adopted  almost  throughout. 
.Certain  expenditure,  which  is  really 
English,  is  set  down  as  Imperial,  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  a  host  of  items,  which 
are  really  Imperial,  are  put  down  to  the 
debit  of  Ireland.  I  impeach  the  accuracy 
of  this  Return.  I  say  that  it  is  not  worth 
the  paper  upon  which  it  is  printed,  so  far 
as  that  particular  item  is  concerned. 
Secondly,  by  the  Act  of  1816,  you  have 
no  right  to  make  what  is  called  local 
expenditure  anywhere  a  set-off.  All 
expenditure  out  of  the  Imperial  Ex- 
chequer was  to  be  spent  in  any  part  of 
the  country  where  it  was  ne^ed,  and 
was  not  to  be  counted  as  local  expenditure 
^t  all.  Thirdly,  I  say  that  if  expenditure 
is  to  be  regarded  as  a  set-off  to  over- 
taxation, there  cannot  be  over-taxation 


anywhere.  Italy  is  supposed  to  be  over- 
taxed, but  it  cannot  be  on  the  set-off 
theory,  because  aJ  that  is  raised  by 
taxation  in  Italy  is  spent  in  Italy.  Turkey 
is  supposed  to  be  over-taxed  ;  but  itcannot 
be  if  the  theory  of  the  set-off  is  to  be 
accepted,  because  all  that  is  raised  in 
Turkey  is  spent  in  Turkey.  The  truth, 
of  course,  is  that  you  af  e  holding  Ireland 
by  force  and  by  corruption.  Every  man 
in  Ireland,  outside  of  a  few  fanatics  in  the 
North  of  Ireland  who  are  sincere,  is  paid 
for  his  loyalty.  I  mean  that  every  man 
who  professes  loyalty  is  either  paid  for 
his  loyalty  or  overpaid  for  it ;  he  is  either 
paid  in  actual  cash,  or  has  very  good 
expectations  of  payment.  You,  therefore, 
naturally  find  it  more  costly  in  pro- 
portion than  the  government  of 
England  or  of  Scotland,  which  are 
governed  by  consent.  But  that  is 
no  reason  why  you  should  seek  to 
burden  Ireland  beyond  the  limits  of  what 
you  call  a  solemn  contract,  and  then  pre- 
tend that  you  are  giving  back  something 
for  Ireland's  benefit  when,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  you  are  spending  it  for  your  own 
Imperial  purposes.  How  much  comfort 
does  the  peasant  in  Connemara,  or  Kerry, 
or  West  Cork,  or  on  the  hills  of  Donegal, 
feel  when  he  hears  that  £1,400,000  is 
spent  on  military  police,  or  a  million  on 
the  administration  of  the  law  1  The 
set-off  idea  is  absurd,  and  I  will  not  labour 
it  further.  Now  I  shall  be  asked  what 
remedy  do  I  propose.  I  answer  that  I 
propose  none.  I  have  not  the  power, 
and,  therefore,  I  have  not  the  responsi- 
biUty  of  devising  a  remedy.  It  is  for  the 
majority  of  this  House,  who  have  both 
the  power  and  the  responsibiUty,  to  find  a 
remedy.  All  that  we  Irish  representa- 
tives are  called  upon  to  do  is  to  demon- 
strate the  existence  of  the  grievance  of 
which  we  complain,  and  to  ask  you,  if  we 
do  demonstrate  it,  to  remove  it.  We 
have  demonstrated  it,  and  we  now  appeal 
to  the  representatives  of  Great  Britain  to 
say  whether  the  time  has  not  come  to 
acknowledge  our  claim,  the  redress  of 
which,  though  it  would  benefit  us  much 
indeed,  would  involve  no  more  than  a 
feather's  weight  of  additional  charge  for 
this  rich  and  powerful  country.  Sir,  I 
beg  to  move  the  resolution  which  stands 
in  my  name. 
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Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE  (Wexford, 
N.) :  My  hon.  friend  has  treated  this 
subject  with  his  usual  ability,  and  in 
saying  that  I  must  express  my  regret 
on  my  own  behalf  that  he  has  left  me 
very  little  to  say.  This  question  being 
largely,  though  not  entirely,  a  historical 
question,  it  is  necessary  that  we  should 
go  into  what  is  to  some  Members  a  chapter 
of  ancient  history.  I  am  reminded  that 
this  is  a  new  Pariiament,  and  that, 
although  to  a  considerable  number  of 
Members  the  statement  of  the  Irish 
financial  grievance  is  not  a  new  one,  : 
there  are  a  number  who  have  not  heard 
it  before,  and  that  must  be  our  reason 
for,  perhaps,  making  it  at  somewhat 
greater  length  than  we  otherwise  should 
do.  The  Irish  financial  grievance  has 
now  been  discussed  for  a  considerable 
number  of  years.  Previous  discussions 
have  produced  no  eflfect  so  far  as  the 
provision  of  a  remedy  is  concerned, 
and  probably  our  debate  to-night  will 
not  be  any  more  successful;  but,  at 
all  events,  we  must  do  our  best  to  state 
our  case,  and  then  upon  the  English 
Members  who  compose  the  majority 
of  this  House  will  lay  the  responsibility. 

The  Act  of  Union  is  regarded  by  a 
great  many  people  in  the  country  as 
having  been  a  great  benefit  to  Ireland. 
It  is  supposed  that  Mr.  Pitt,  Lord  Castle- 
reagh,  and  the  other  gentlemen  who 
proposed  and  carried  the  Act  of  Union, 
were  actuated  by  an  earnest  desire  to 
promote  the  prosperity  of  Ireland.  It 
may  surprise  hon.  Members  to  know 
that  when  Ireland  had  a  Parliament  of 
her  own,  that  Parliament,  when  left 
alone,  managed  to  conduct  its  affairs 
fairly  well  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
people  in  those  days.  It  was  not  thor- 
oughly representative,  but,  as  Par- 
liaments went,  it  conducted  its  affairs 
very  satisfactorily.  It  managed  the 
financial  business  of  Ireland  with  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  success.  Taxation 
in  those  days  was  extremel}'  low,  and  we 
have  it  on  the  authority  of  the  Speaker 
of  the  Irish  Parliament  that  the  Irish 
people  were  more  lightly  taxed  than 
any  other  people  in  Europe.  The  first 
thing  the  Act  of  Union  succeeded  in 
doing  was  to  pile  up  to  an  enormous 
extent  the  Irish  National  Debt.  When 
Ireland  had  a  Parliament  of  her  own 


she  had  a  small  debt,  the  amount  at  the 
time  of  the  proposal  of  the  Union  being 
some  £6,000,000.  The  Act  of  Union, 
however,  amongst  other  things,  added 
£21,000,000  to  the  Irish  National  Debt. 
Bribing  the  Irish  Parliament  cost 
£1,500,000 ;  compensation  to  loyalists 
amounted  to  another  £1,500,000  ;  and 
compensation  to  officials  took  £500,000. 
Then  there  was  a  secret  service  fund. 
State  trials,  and  things  of  that  sort, 
which  cost  an  enormous  amount  of 
money,  and  all  of  it  was  added  to  the 
National  Debt  of  Ireland.  The  Union 
was  in  reality  conceived  for  the  benefit  of 
England,  and  in  its  working  has  con- 
duced materially  to  the  financial  advan- 
tage of  England. 

The  Act  of  Union  was  introduced  with 
numberless  promises,  and  it  might  not 
be  amiss  to  remind  the  hon.  Members 
of  the  definite  pledges  which  were  given, 
on  the  strength  of  which  England  is 
supposed  to  govern  Ireland.     The  first 
pledge  in  Article  7  was  that  the  pre-Union 
debts   of   Ireland   and   England   should 
remain  distinct.     Then  that  the  revenue 
of  each  country  should   be  applied  in 
the  first  instance  to  the  payment  of  the 
annual  charge  of  its  separate  debt.     As 
soon,    however,    as   the   Act   of    Union 
was  passed,  Ireland  was  charged  more 
than  a  million  a  year  for  the  service  of 
the  debt  of  England.     The  next  promise 
was  that  the  joint  expenditure  of  the 
Empire  should  be  divided  into  seventeen 
parts,  of  which  fifteen  should  be  charged 
to  England  and  two  to  Ireland.      That 
undertaking   has    never    been    fulfilled, 
and  Ireland  has  had  to  pay  very  much 
more  than  the  proportion  there  laid  down. 
The  fourth  promise  is  very  important— 
namely,  that  if  either  country  had    » 
surplus  that  surplus  should  be  aj^Jied 
to  the  exclusive  use  of  that  country. 
That  is  an  extremely  valuable  provision, 
and  is  quite  sufficient  in  itself  to  dispose 
of  the  argument  of  the  **  set  off  "  to  the 
Irish  contribution  to  the  Imperial  ex- 
chequer.    The  next  pledge  was  that  all 
moneys  to  be  raised   after  the  Union 
by  loan  should  be  a  joint  debt,  and  the 
charge  thereof  borne  by  the  two  countries 
according  to  the  proportions  I  have  just 
mentioned — namely,  fifteen-seventeenths 
by  England    and  two  seventeenths  by 
Ireland.     That    is    a    provision    which 
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would  have  assisted  Ireland  to  a  very 
large  extent,  but,  like  all  other  provisions 
in  the  Act  of  Union,  it  was  not  observed. 
It  would  be  especially  usefully  now  that 
the  National  JDebt  of  this  country  has 
increased  to  such  an  enormous  extent. 
The  sixth  provision  was  that  England's 
proportion  of  contribution  to  the  joint 
expenses  should  be  periodically  revised — 
at  the  latest  in  1820 — and  her  taxation 
adjusted  according  to  her  abiUty.  This 
provision,  of  course,  was  not  carried 
out  any  more  than  the  rest.  The  seventh 
provision  was  that  indiscriminate  taxa- 
tion should  be  allowed  only  when  by 
remission  of  taxes,  or  by  reudction  of 
debt,  British  taxation  and  British  in- 
debtedness had  been  reduced  to  the 
proportion  of  fifteen  British  to  two  Irish, 
but  that  provision  has  been  deliberately 
vidated. 

The  next  pledge  was  that  under  no 
circumstances  whatsoever  should  Ireland 
be  made  liable  at  any  time  for  British 
pre-Union  indebtedness.  Those  were  the 
pledges  of  the  Act  of  Union,  and  I  apolo- 
gise to  the  House  for  reminding  it  of  the 
principles  on  which  it  is  bound  by  law 
to  regulate  its  fiscal  dealings  with  Ireland. 
My  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  North 
Dublin  has  quoted  the  various  promises 
made  by  Castlereagh,  and  I  do  not  think 
I  need  detain  the  House  by  quoting  any 
more  of  his  pledges.  The  Act  of  Union 
is  as  the  ark  of  the  covenant  with  the 
present  Government.  Neither  they  nor 
any  of  their  predecessors  have  ever  paid 
the  least  regard  to  its  provisions.  Per- 
haps I  may  be  allowed  to  give  a  short 
summary  of  how  the  Union  pledges 
were  kept.  From  1807  to  1817  Ireland 
under  English  administration  paid 
£68,000,000  for  her  own  charges,  an 
average  of  £4,000,000  per  annum ;  while 
under  the  Irish  Parliament  the  cost  was 
invariably  under  £2,000,000  a  year.  In 
addition  to  paying  this  £68,000,000 
under  English  management,  Ireland 
during  the  same  period  contributed  for 
British  purposes  £91,165,654  out  of 
revenue.  At  the  end  of  that  period,  from 
1801  to  1817,  Ireland  was  in  addition 
saddled  with  a  debt  of  £112,684,773  for 
England's  benefit  solely.  How  the  U  nion 
promises  to  Ireland  in  financial  matters 
were  carried  out  I  will  deal  with  briefly 
as  I  go  on.  I  may,  however,  summarise 
England's  observance  of    her  promises 
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in  the  following  extract  from  fieturns 
in  the  library  of  this  House- 
Irish  Irish  Irish  £x- 
Debt.         Taxation,      penditnre. 
£                   £  £ 
1797  ...      5,800,000  ...  1,988,818  ...    3.311,702 
1800  ...     28,641,J57  ...  3,445,718  ...     7,201,231 
1815  ...  108,871,184  ...  6,937,558  ...  13,326,433 
1817  ...  112,684,773  ...  7,090,453  ...  14,714,034 

My  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  North 
DubUn  has  explained  how  this  great  in- 
crease was  made  in  Irish  taxation,  and 
how  this  large  amount  was  added  to  the 
National  Debt  by  reason  of  this  unfair 
proportion,  and  therefore  I  need  not 
go  into  that  matter.  This  is  how  the 
thing  was  done.  The  Union  proportion 
of  two-seventeenths  of  joint  liability  was 
too  high.  The  promises  given  at  the 
time  of  union  were  violated,  and  Ireland 
was  taxed  for  England's  pre-Union  debt. 
Various  other  charges  due  by  England 
alone  were  placed  on  Ireland's  back,  and 
the  accounts  were  manipulated.  England 
borrowed  for  her  wars  and  charged 
Ireland  with  the  repayment  of  the  money, 
borrowed  without  Parliamentary  autho- 
rity. Money  borrowed  for  Irish  pur- 
poses was  spent  by  England  and  charged 
to  Ireland,  and  money  paid  by  Ireland 
into  joint  account  was  not  credited  to 
her.  Irish  moneys  in  the  British  Trea- 
sury were  disappearing  constantly,  and 
no  account  was  given  of  them. 

Then  came  in  1817  the  amalgamation 
of  the  two  Exchequers.  The  amalgama- 
tion of  Exchequers  has  been  described 
as  an  act  of  English  generosity  to  Ireland- 
It  is  curious  that  though  Ireland  is  said 
not  to  have  kept  her  Union  obligations — 
unjust  though  they  were — she  actually 
did  pay  up  to  1817  £13,057,719  more 
than  she  was  bound  to  pay  by  the  Act 
of  Union — even  in  these  times  of  un- 
paralleled extravagance.  The  amalga- 
mation of  Exchequers  was  a  violation 
of  the  Union  pledge  that  indiscriminate 
taxation  should  be  allowed  only  when 
by  remission  of  taxes  or  by  reduction  of 
debt  British  taxation  and  British  in- 
debtedness had  been  reduced  to  the  pro- 
portion of  fifteen  British  to  two  Irish, 
meaning  Irish  debt  and  Irish  taxation 
raised  for  Irish  purposes.  Precisely  the 
opposite  of  what  was  pretended  by  the  Act 
of  Union  had  taken  place.  The  taxation 
and  indebtedness  of  Irdand  under 
English  management    had  increased  to 
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such  an  inconceivable  degree  that  they 
bore  the  proportion  of  two  to  fifteen  to 
the  taxation  and  indebtedness  of  England. 
Though  the  situation  was  exactly  oppo- 
site, the  result  was  exactly  the  same. 
Ireland  was  promised  exceptional  treat- 
ment at  the  time  of  the  amalgamation 
of  the  Exchequers,  and  it  is  quite  true 
that  she  got  it.  Before  amalgamation 
England  had  been  increasing  Irish  taxa- 
tion. After  amalgamation  she  began 
decreasing  her  own.  In  1818 
£17,000,000  of  English  taxation  was 
taken  off,  but  none  was  taken  off  Ire- 
land. From  1817  to  1843  the  taxation 
taken  off  England  amounted  to 
£45,549,683,  while  the  amount  taken 
off  Ireland  was  only  £2,416,000.  Let 
me  point  out  very  briefly  what  has  been 
described  as  the  advantage  of  the  amalga- 
mation of  these  two  Exchequers,  which 
is  said  to  have  been  such  a  great  boon 
to  Ireland.  During  five  years  before  1817, 
Ireland  paid  one-thirteenth  of  the  total 
taxation  ;  but  for  five  years  after  Ireland 
paid  one-twelfth.  From  the  year  1817 
to  1843  Ireland  paid  one-sixth  of  the 
whole  taxation  of  both  countries.  There- 
fore the  amalgamation  of  the  Ex- 
chequers made  the  Irish  nation  pay 
one-sixth  of  the  whole  taxation  of  the 
two  countries  instead  of  one-thirteenth. 
Now  we  come  to  the  third  period, 
from  1853  to  the  Commission.  In  that 
year  the  next  great  increase  in  Irish 
taxation  was  effected.  The  period  was 
well  chosen.  It  was  the  period  of  the 
Irish  famine,  during  which  1,000,000 
persons  died  and  1,000,000  emigrated. 
Local  taxation  was  incredibly  high.  It 
was  at  this  time  that  the  income  tax,  the 
death  duties,  and  the  increased  spirit 
duties  were  imposed  upon  Ireland.  I 
will  tell  the  House  the  story  of  the  income 
tax.  During  the  Irish  famine  the  sum 
of  £4,000,000,  in  terminable  annuities, 
was  being  paid  off  by  Ireland,  but  the 
people  were  dying  of  starvation,  and  it 
was  suggested  that  Ireland  should  be 
relieved  of  this  burden.  This  generous 
gift  was  made  to  Ireland  on  the  condition 
that  it  should  be  paid  back  at  the  rate 
of  £200,000  a  year.  A  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Lords  recommended  that 
that  £4,000,000  should  be  wiped  out 
altogether,  but  as  a  quid  pro  quo  Ireland 
was  to  make  an  annual  contribution  of 
£460,000  for  seven  years,  to  end  in  the 
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year  1860.  That  seven  years  elapsed, 
but  that  charge  was  not  taken  off,  and 
this  tax  still  remains,  and  it^has  been 
increased  from  year  to  year.  In  re- 
payment ^of  this  £4,000,000  of  termin- 
able annuities,  which  was  money  ad- 
vanced by  the  British  Treasury,  the 
Irish  people  have  paid  no  less  than 
£32,000,000  in  income  tax.  By  that 
act  of  generosity  the  British  Treasury 
did  extremely  well. 

I  think  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer will  admit  that  whisky  is  taxed 
so  highly  at  present  that  it  cannot  be 
taxed  any  higher,  while  beer  has  been 
let  off  very  lightly.  For  every  sixpence 
spent  by  an  Irishman  in  whisky  the 
Exchequer  gets  5d.,  and  for  every  6d. 
spent  in  beer  the  Exchequer  gets  Id. 
From  the  year  1853  down  to  the  time 
of  the  Financial  Relations  Commission 
Ireland  paid  one-fifth  of  the  general 
taxation  of  the  country.  This  year, 
judging  by  the  figures,  I  should  imagine 
that  Ireland  will  find  itself  overtaxed  to 
the  extent  of  some  £4,500,000.  I  think 
the  situation  is  sufficiently  serious  to 
invite  the  careful  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  matter.  Nobody  will  hold  that 
Ireland  is  a  rich  country,  or  that  her 
industries  are  in  a  prosperous  condition. 
The  population  of  Ireland  is  decreasing 
to  an  alarming  extent,  and  taxation  is  at 
the  same  time  increasing  to  a  corre- 
sponding extent.  What  earthly  hope  is 
there  for  the  Irish  people  if  this  kind  of 
thing  continues  1  It  is  very  easy  for  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  get  up 
here  and  propose  additional  taxation, 
but  what  is  the  Government  going  to 
do  in  Ireland  to  stop  the  emigration  of 
the  people  1  The  reason  the  Irish  people 
are  leaving  their  native  country  in  such 
large  numbers,  is  that  they  have  no 
means  of  living  in  their  own  country, 
and  they  cannot  find  employment  at 
home.  I  firmly  believe  that  the  over- 
taxation of  Ireland  is  the  most  potent 
force  in  regard  to  the  emigration  from 
Ireland.  Over-taxation  is  paralysing 
every  industry  in  Ireland,  and  if  the 
object  of  the  imposition  of  additional 
taxes  upon  Ireland  is  to  turn  out  the 
people  by  over-taxation  then  the  British 
Government  are  going  the  right  way  to 
accomplish  their  object. 

If  hon.  Members  opposite  are  serious 
in   considering   this   question  of  over- 
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taxation  in  a  country  suffering  from 
extreme  poverty,  they  ought  to  bear  in 
mind  that,  although  it  may  seem  to  them 
a  small  thing  to  impose  an  increased 
tax  in  this  country,  the  same  tax  falls 
very  severely  upon  the  poor  people  of 
Ireland,  who  have  not  the  same  oppor- 
tunities of  making  money  as  the  people 
have  in  England.  I  had  intended  to 
deal  with  several  other  matters,  but  I 
will  not  do  so  now,  as  I  know  that  other 
Members  wish  to  speak.  We  are  always 
hearing  of  the  great  generosity  of  Eng- 
land towards  Ireland,  and  of  the  vast 
amount  of  money  which  is  spent  in 
Ireland.  May  I  point  out  that  all  the 
money  which  is  spent  in  Ireland  is 
Irish  money  ]  When  the  Irish  Church 
was  disestablished  certain  grants  were 
commuted  and  paid  off  out  of  Irish 
money,  which  was  taken  out  of 
the  Irish  Church  surplus.  That  was 
a  typical  case  of  the  great  generosity 
with  which  Ireland  was  treated.  There 
were  many  other  sums  of  money  which 
I  could  mention,  which  ought  to  come 
to  Ireland  for  Irish  purposes,  but  which 
had  been  taken  away  from  Ireland  and 
spent  in  ways  which  we  know  nothing 
about.  These  are  small  details  of  our 
financial  grievances,  to  which  I  invite  the 
attention  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequerg  I  thank  the  House  for  the 
attention  which  hon.  Members  have 
accorded  to  me,  and  I  will  formally 
second  the  motion  of  my  hon.  friend. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  over  -  taxation  of  Ireland, 
established  by  the  recent  Royal  Com- 
mission on  Financial  Relations,  consti- 
tutes a  serious  and  pressing  grievance  as 
regards  that  country,  and  demands  the 
early  attention  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment with  a  view  to  its  removal." — (Mr. 
Clancy,) 

*The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  I  think  it  is  quite  natural 
that  hon.  Members  below  the  gangway 
should  desire  to  take  this  opportunity  in 
the  first  session  of  a  new  Parliament  to 
bring  to  the  test  of  debate  and  division 
that  which  they  consider  to  be  an  in- 
justice in  the  over-taxation  of  Ireland, 


I  am  a  Uttle  surprised,  however,  that, 
having  regard  to  the  views  expressed  by 
the  two  hon.  MemberS  who  moved  and 
seconded  this  resolution,  the  subject  has 
been  allowed  to  remain  comparatively 
unnoticed  for  nearly  three  years.  I 
think  that  it  is  as  long  ago  as  1898  since 
we  had  a  formal  discussion  in  the 
House. 


Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
No,  no ;  last  year  a  motion  was  made 
similar  to  this. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.) :  And  what  have  you  done  since  ? 

*SiR  M.  hicks  beach  :  Then  I  am 
afraid  the  discussion  did  not  make  much 
impression  upon  me  compared  with 
the  debates  which  took  place  between 
1896  and  1898.  I  own  that  I  am  sur- 
prised that  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
DubUn  should  have  rested  the  whole  of 
his  case  on  the  Act  of  Union, 
which  he  so  bitterly  denounced.  He 
applied  to  that  Act  and  its  framers 
every  epithet  the  English  language 
could  supply.  It  was  fraudulent,  in- 
famous, and  dishonourable,  and  since 
that  date  the  action  of  Great  Britain 
towards  Ireland  has  been  a  mixture  of 
plunder  and  corruption.  Well,  I  have  no 
doubt  the  hon.  Member  spoke  his  sincere 
opinions  on  the  matter.  But  does  he 
think  the  use  of  such  language  really 
forwards  the  cause  he  has  at  heart  ?  I 
hope  he  will  allow  that  we  have  a  right 
to  look  at  history  from  an  opposite  point 
of  view  to  his  own. 

I  hope  that  my  statement  this  evening, 
which,  I  fear,  will  be  absolutely  opposed 
to  the  views  of  hon.  Members  below  the 
gangway,  may  be  received  by  them  with 
the  patience  we  have  extended  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  North  DubUn.  I 
must,  in  the  first  instance,  record  my 
entire  disagreement  with  the  view  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  North  Dubhn  that 
the  Act  of  Union  required  that  Ireland 
should  have  separate  financial  treat- 
ment, and  that  that  was  as  much  the 
dominant  idea  after  the  passing  of  the 
Act  as  before.  I  read  the  Act  of  Union 
quite  differently.    So  far  as  I  can  judge 
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— and  I  have  endeavoured  to  arrive  at 
an  honest  and  unbiased  opinion  on  this 
matter — the  Act  of  Union  deliberately 
contemplated  the  aboUtion  of  separate 
financial  treatment,  except  on  one  point, 
to  which  I  shall  afterwards  allude,  and 
made  it  clear  that  anything  approach- 
ing to  a  system  under  which  the  revenue 
to  be  raised  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
could  be  desided  according  to  the 
taxable  capacity  of  the  two  islands, 
or  by  any  specific  proportions,  be- 
longed to  political  relations  between 
the  two  countries  which  came  to  an  end 
with  the  Act  of  Union  and  the  financial 
arrangements  which  the  Union  was 
intended  to  extinguish,  and  which  were 
extinguished  with  the  complete  assent 
of  the  Irish  representatives  of  the  day  in 
this  House  when  the  Act  of  1817  became 
law.  I  know  that  the  mover  and 
seconder  of  the  motion  have  described 
the  nction  of  the  Irish  representatives 
in  1817  as  of  no  value.  They  repre- 
sented Ireland  as  fully  as  any  hon. 
Members  elected  to  ParUament  before 
that  date.  Hon.  Members  from  Ireland 
are  never  tired  of  praising  the  action  of 
the  Irish  Members  who  opposed  the  Act 
of  Union  in  the  old  Irish  ParUament, 
•jnd  of  other  Irish  representntives — 
elected  solely  bj^  Protestant  suffrage — 
who  at  various  times  upheld  their  views 
in  that  and  othcx"  matters.  The  re- 
presentatives of  Ireland  in  1817  no  doubt 
were  elected  befo^^e  CathoUc  emancipa- 
tion. But  they  represented  Ireland. 
[Nation^Ahso  cries  of  *'  No."]  Do  hon. 
Members  really  mean  to  say  that  no 
lacrion  which  the  Irish  representdtives 
have  ever  tiken  could  bind  Ireland  until 
After  Catholic  emancipation  1  [**  Hear, 
hear "  from  Nationalist  Members.]  I 
am  afraid  the  further  I  go  the  more  I 
find  myself  in  discord  with  the  extra- 
ordinary views  of  Irish  Nationalist  Mem- 
bers as  to  the  history  of  this  subject. 

Ever  since  the  Act  of  1817,  that  is, 
more  than  eighty  years  ago,  this  has 
been  the  financial  system  of  the  United 
Kingdom — common  taxation  throughout 
the  whole  country.  At  first,  no  doubt,  the 
taxes  were  in  some  respects  different.  By 
degrees  they  were  nearly  equalised,  and 
that  is  what  hon.  Members  complain  of. 
But  why  1  The  hon.  Member  for  North 
Dublin  referred,  almost  with  derision, 
to  what  many  have  said,  and  I  have 
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ventured  to  say,  in  regard  to  the  incidence 
of  taxation.  I  maintain,  as  I  have  stated 
before,  that  the  incidence  of  taxation 
is  on  individuals  and  not  upon 
countries,  and  I  defy  anyone  to  show 
that  an  individual  residing  in  Ireland 
is  more  heavily  taxed  than  an  individual 
I  of  the  same  circumstances  in  England 
or  Scotland.  Take  a  person  who  pays 
income  tax  in  any  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  He  is  in  a  more  favourable 
position  in  Ireland  than  in  Great  Britain, 
because  the  assessment  of  income  tax 
in  Ireland  is  more  favourable  to  the 
taxpayer  than  in  Great  Britain.  The 
assessment  of  income  tax  in  Ireland  is 
based  on  GriflSth  s  valuation.  In  cases 
where  the  rent  is  lower  than  that  valua- 
tion the  income  tax  is  assessed  on  that 
rent,  but  if  the  rent  is  higher  than 
that  valuation  the  tax  is  assessed 
on  Griffith's  valuation.  I  am  speaking 
of  Schedule  A.  Everyone  knows  that  a 
person  in  that  class  is  exempt  in  Ireland 
from  house  duty  which  he  has  to 
pay  in  Great  Britain,  from  land  tax, 
which  many  owners  of  property  pay 
in  Great  Britain,  and  from  taxes  on 
servants  and  carriages,  and  if  he  travels 
on  railways  his  fare  is  not  increased 
by  railway  passengers'  duty.  All  these 
are  advantages  which  such  a  person 
enjoys  in  Ireland  as  compared  witb 
a  person  who  Uves  in  England 

Mr.  CLANCY:  All  these  taxes  only 
amount  to  £4,000,000  a  year. 


*Sii^  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  May  I  ask 
the  hon.  Member  not  to  interrupt  me  ? 
I  did  not  interrupt  him.  I  come  now  to 
the  class  of  persons  who  are  below 
income  tax  Umit  and  pay  nothing  but 
indirect  taxation.  Such  a  man  pays 
the  same  taxation  on  his  glass  of  beer 
and  whisky  whether  in  Ireland  or 
Great  Britain.  His  wife  pays  the  same 
taxes  on  her  tea,  cocoa,  and  coffee,  his 
children  on  their  sugar. 

As  regards  the  incidence  of  taxation 
upon  individuak,  our  present  system 
is  absolutely  fair  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  United  Kingdom.  Hon.  Members 
would  propose  to  substitute  for  that 
some  land  of  change,  I  don't  know 
what,  which  they  have  never  suggestcA 
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The  hon.  Member  for  North  Dublin  laid 
great  stress,  as  stress  has  often  been  laid, 
on  the  one  solitary  provision  of  the  Act 
of  Union  on  which  his   claim  is  based. 
That  is  the  proviso  with  regard  to  the 
exemptions  and  abatements  which  may 
be  accorded  to  Ireland  in  certain  circum- 
stances.    It  was  originally  in  the  Act  of 
Union  between  England  and  Scotland. 
For  a  hundred  years  it  remained  there 
without,  so  far  as  I  know,  having  the 
slightest     influence     on     the     financial 
system    of    the    country,    and    it    was 
borrowed  from   that  Act  and  put  into 
the  Act  of  Union  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland.     How  was  it  interpreted 
by  Lord  Castlereagh,  the  framer  of  the 
Act  of  Union  ?    The  hon.  Member  for 
North  Dublin  quoted  Lord  Castlereagh, 
and  I  hope  I  may  do  the  same.     Lord 
Castlereagh    said   abatement    might    be 
given  to   Ireland  "  in  case  some  duty 
was  unproductive  or  pressed  heavily  on 
the  poor."    Of   course,    in   those   days 
there  were  many  unproductive  duties. 
It    was   a  time    of    protective     duties, 
and  it  was  a  time  when  there  were  high 
duties  on  every  necessary  of  life,    but 
that  time  has  gone  by.     The  only  duties 
that  can    be  called   high   now,  in  refer- 
ence   to    the     value    of     the     articles 
on  which  they  are  placed,  are  the  duties 
on  alcohol  and  tobacco,  and  I  will  venture 
to  say  that  no  one  who  looks  at  the  con- 
sumption of  alcohol  and  tobacco  by  the 
population  in  any  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom  can  say  that  those  duties  are 
either  unproductive  or  press  heavily  on 
the"  poor.     As  I  have  said,   we  have  a 
system  of  common  taxation.     The  hon. 
Member  for  West  Islington,  who  has  taken 
great  interest  in  this  question,  has  pro- 
posed a  scheme  for  completely  changing 
that.     He  would  restore   custom-houses 
between  Ireland  and  Great  Britain,  and 
differentiate    the    customs     and    excise 
duties     between     the     two     countries. 
I    can    only    repeat    my  strong    con- 
viction that    no    greater    injury    could 
be    inflicted    upon    Ireland.     I    believe 
that,  if  there  be  any  injury  inflicted  on 
Ireland  by  our  present  system  of  taxation, 
an  infinitely  greater  injury  would   be 
inflicted  by  a  system  of   custom-houses 
between  the  two  countries,  which  would 
place  Ireland's  staple  manufactures  of 
dutiable  goods,  such  as  porter,  whisky. 


and   tobacco  at  every  disadvantage  in 
the  British  market. 

I  hope  hon.  Members  will  do  me  the 
credit  of  believing  that  I  speak  from 
sincere  conviction  when  I  assume  ground 
which  I  know  is  absolutely  contrary  to 
the  ground  they  occupy.  I  protest 
against  this  question  being  treated  except 
as  a  question  of  common  taxation  and 
expenditure.  Hon.  Members  insist  on 
treating  it  as  a  question  of  separate 
taxation,  but  they  never  will  treat  it  as  a 
question  of  separate  expenditure ;  yet 
when  Mr.  Gladstone's  Government 
appointed  that  Royal  Commission  whose 
Report  is  really  the  basis  of  the  motion 
now  before  us,  what  was  the  order  of 
reference  to  that  Commission  1  It  was 
not  only  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
comparative  taxable  capacity  of  Ireland 
and  Great  Britain,  but  also  to  inquire 
what  the  charge  had  been  for  Irish 
purposes  on  the  Imperial  Exchequer, 
and  what  was  the  Imperial  expenditure 
to  which  it  was  equitable  Ireland  should 
contribute.  That  Commission  abso- 
lutely shirked  the  duty  which  was 
imposed  upon  it.  It  altogether  declined 
to  enter  upon  the  latter  part  of  its  inquiry, 
and  yet  without  a  Report  on  that  subject 
that  inquiry  for  the  purposes  for  which 
it  was  appointed — to  find  a  basis  for  a 
scheme  of  Home  Rule — would  have  been 
absolutely  ineffective.  Are  we  to  be 
told  that  because  that  Royal  Commission 
made  an  inconclusive  and  incomplete 
Report  we  must  consider  this  subject  on 
the  ground  of  separate  taxation  as 
regards  Ireland,  but  on  the  ground  of 
common  expenditure  as  regards  the 
United  Kingdom  ?  I  venture  to  say  that 
if  you  will  not  treat  both  taxation  and 
expenditure  as  common,  you  must  treat 
them  both  as  separate,  and  as  that 
is  the  only  ground  on  which  hon. 
Members  will  meet  me,  I  shall  attempt  so 
to  consider  them.  What  are  the  allega- 
tions that  have  been  made  this  evening  1 
I  am  not  going  to  say  anything  more 
than  I  have  said  as  to  the  history  of  the 
past.  It  is  interesting,  but  we  have 
heard  it  before,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  a 
practical  subject  for  discussion.  I  would 
prefer  to  take  the  history  of  the  time 
since  the  Royal  Commission  reported. 
What  did  the  majority  of  the  Royal  Com- 
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mission  say  1  They  said  that,  whereas 
the  taxable  capacity  of  Ireland  was  not 
estimated  by  any  of  them  to  be  more  than 
one-twentieth  of  the  taxable  capacity 
of  the  whole  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
the  taxation  revenue  of  Ireland  was  as 
much  as  one-eleventh.  Well,  there  has 
been  a  change  since  that  time,  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  North  Dublin  has 
admitted.  It  has  been  a  change  in  the 
dire<5tion  which,  I  suppose,  the  majority 
of  the  Royal  Commission  and  the  hon. 
Member  would  desire  to  go,  for  the  taxa- 
tion revenue  of  Ireland  now  is  less  than 
one-fourteenth  of  the  taxation  revenue 
of  the  United  Kingdom  ;  and  therefore, 
if  there  be  a  grievance  on  that  score,  the 
grievance  is  materially  less  than  it  was 
at  the  date  of  the  Report  of  the  Royal 
Commission. 

It  is  said  that  since  the  Report  of 
the  Commission  the  taxation  of  Ireland 
has  been  increased,  and  that  it  has  been 
greatly  increased,  although  Ireland  is 
less  able  to  bear  it.  That,  I  think,  is  a 
fair  statement  of  what  I  take  to  be  the 
real  practical  grievance  which  has  been 
brought  before  the  House  of  Commons 
this  evening.  So  far  as  I  know,  the  main 
argument  in  support  of  the  inability  of 
Irishmen  to  bear  the  increased  taxation 
is  that  the  receipts  from  income  tax  in 
Ireland  have  diminished.  That  is  taken 
as  the  test  of  the  prosperity  of  the  country, 
and  it  is  said  that,  whereas  the  receipts 
from  each  penny  of  the  income  tax  have 
increased  in  Great  Britain,  they  have 
decreased  in  Ireland.  I  have  examined  this 
matter.  I  may  say,  in  passing,  that  I  do  not 
think  the  income  tax  is  quite  a  fair  test  of 
the  wealth  of  Ireland,  or  of  any  country, 
because  everybody  knows  that  it  applies 
only  to  a  very  limited  class,  and  you 
cannot  be  sure  that  the  wealth  of  that 
limited  class  bears  the  same  proportion 
to  the  wealth  of  the  whole  community 
in  one  country  as  it  does  in  another.  It  is 
a  fact,  I  believe,  that  the  receipts  from 
each  penny  of  the  income  tax  in  Ireland 
have  decreased  of  late  years.  Why  is 
that  1    In    the    first    place,    everybody 
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knows  that  there  has  been  a  considerable 
transfer  of  Irish  landed  estates  from 
landlords  to  tenants.  What  has  hap- 
pened 1  When  an  estate  belonged  to  a 
landlord  it  was  liable  to  income  tax. 
because  the  landlord  was  liable,  but  when 
it  is  split  up  among  the  tenants  it  is  not 
liable  to  income  tax,  because  the  tenants 
are  not  liable.  There  have  been  other  sales 
in  Ireland  besides  those  to  tenants  under 
the  Land  Acts  which  have  reduced  the 
receipts  under  Schedule  A,  but  a  far 
more  important  reason  for  a  decreased 
yield  of  income  tax  is  to  be  found  in  the 
abatements  which  were  largely  increased 
by  the  legislation  of  1894  and  1898.  Of 
course,  everybody  knows  that  Ireland  is  a 
poorer  country  than  Great  Britain,  and 
that  the  income-tax  payers  are  few,  in 
comparison,  in  proportion  to  the 
population.  Therefore,  it  would  neces- 
sarily happen  that  a  larger  proportion  of 
these  income-tax  payers  are  small 
income-tax  payers,  and  the  great  benefit 
which  has  been  derived  by  such 
persons  from  these  abatements,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  amount  of  taxes  paid,  is  to 
be  found  in  Ireland  rather  than  in  Great 
Britain.  That  is  the  main  reason  for  the 
decrease  in  the  yield  of  the  income  tax 
in  Ireland.  But  I  am  happy  to  say  that, 
having  investigated  the  returns,  I  find 
that  the  income-tax  assessment  under 
the  head  of  trades,  professions,  and  public 
companies  has  distinctly  increased  in 
Ireland  of  late  years,  and  that  shows. 
I  think,  a  change  in  the  condition  of 
that  country  of  a  very  different  kind 
from  what  hon.  Members  below  the 
gangway  have  suggested.  Of  course,  I 
am  not  attempting  to  argue  that  Ireland 
has  advanced  in  prosperity  and  wealth 
in  the  last  few  years  as  much  as  England. 
I  do  not  suggest  it  for  a  moment ;  but 
I  do  say  this — that  to  picture  Ireland 
as  growing  poorer  and  poorer  every  day 
is  an  entire  misrepresentation  of  the 
facts. 

I  admit  there  has  been  a  slight  decrease 
in  the  population  in  the  last  ten  years. 
But  why  ?  There  has  been  a  decrease 
in  the  rural  population  of  England,  and 
as  there  are  fewer  towns  in  Irelarid,  com- 
paratively, than  there  are  in  England 
the  decrease  in  the  rural  population  has 
not  been  made  up,  as  it  has  been  made 
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up  in  England,  by  an  increase  in  the  urban 
population.     But  the  population  of  Ire- 
land, if  it  has  decreased,  is  better  off  than 
it  was  ten  years  ago.     Now,  here  are  some 
figures,    which   are   very   ordinary   sta- 
tistics, but  which  ought  to  be  appealed 
to  by  anyone  considering  the  condition  of 
Ireland.     Take   the   traffic    receipts    of 
Irish  railways.     I  find  that  the  average 
receipts  for  the  five  years  before  1893 
amounted    to   £3,110,000    a    year.     In 
1899,  the  last  year  for  which  I  have  the 
figures,  the  receipts  rose  to  £3,640,000. 
That  is  not  a  sign  of  decay.     Then,  if  you 
look  at  the  postal  statistics,  the  number 
of  money  orders,  and  everything  of  that 
kind,  you  will  find  a  large  increase  in 
Ireland.     If  you  look  at  the  savings  banks 
you  will  find  that,  whereas  the  deposits 
in   Irish    savings    banks    amounted    to 
£5,931,000    in  the  former    year;    they 
have  grown  to  £10,066,000.     There  is 
also  an  increase  in  the  deposits  in  the 
joint-stock  banks  from  £35,852,000   in 
1893   to    £43,280,000  in   1900.     These 
are  not  signs  of  decay  and  impoverish- 
ment,   and    it    cannot    be     contended 
that  they  do  not  show  an  improvement 
in  the  condition  of  Ireland,  in  spite  of  the 
decrease  in  the  number  of  the  population. 
Then,  it  is  said,  you  have  added  largely 
to  the  taxation  of  Ireland,  and  therefore 
you  have  increased  the  over-taxation  of 
Ireland  as  compared  with  1894.     What 
are  the  facts  1   Undoubtedly  the  taxation 
of  Ireland  has  been  increased.     In  1893-4 
—the  date  of  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission— the  tax  revenue  of  Ireland  was 
£6,644,000,  and  the  tax  revenue  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  including  the  revenue 
of  Ireland,  was  £82,439,000,  so  that  8*1 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  of  the  tax  revenue 
in  that  year  was  raised  in  Ireland.     In 
1899-90,  the  last  year  before  the  war 
taxation,  the  tax  revenue  of  Ireland  was 
£7,619,000,  while  the  tax  revenue  of  the 
United  Kingdom  was  £107,958,000,  the 
tax  revenue  of    Ireland    having  fallen 
to  a  proportion  of  7*1  per  cent,  of  the 
revenue  of  the  United  Kingdom.     Now, 
I   will    take   the   year    1901-2.     I   am 
sorry  that  I  consented,  in  deference  to  the 
wish  of  hon.  Members  opposite,  to  place 
on  the  Table  the  latest  statistics  on  the 
subject    which    have    been    published, 
because  the  old   basis  of    calculation  is 
faulty   in  an    important   particular  in 
regard  to  this  year.  I  think  hon.  Members 
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are  aware  that  when  these  statistics  were 
originally  framed  it  was  found  impossible 
to  arrive  at  any  real  estimate  of  the  pro- 
portionate amount  of  dutiable  articles, 
except  spirits,  consumed  in  the  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  there  was 
an  attempt  made  to  obtain  information 
from  returns  of  the  railway  traffic^ 
and  in  other  ways  of  that  kind.  But  the 
!  main  basis  adopted  was  the  basis  of  popu- 
,  lation.  The  total  amount  of  these  dutiable 
articles  consumed  in  the  United  Kingdom 
was  practically  divided  between  the 
countries  according  to  population.  But 
clearly  this  ought  to  be  done  according 
to  the  actual  population,  and  statistics 
are  not  of  much  value  if  you  calculate 
the  revenue  of  Ireland  derived  from 
indirect  taxation  upon  a  population 
which  existed  ten  years  ago  ;  you  must 
calculate  it  upon  the  present  population. 
I  have  endeavoured  to  have  the  figure  s 
for  this  year  calculated  on  the  basis  of 
the  last  census  returns,  and  what  I  find 
is  that  on  that  basis  the  total  taxa- 
tion revenue  of  the  United  Kingdom 
would  be  £129,201,000,  while  the  total 
taxation  revenue  of  Ireland  would  be 
£8,631,000,  or  6-7  per  cent,  of  the  total 
taxation  revenue  of  the  United  Kingdom , 
the  fact  being,  I  beheve,  at  the  present 
moment  that,  of  every  2 Is.  raised  by 
taxation  in  the  United  Kingdom,  Ireland 
raises  but  Is.  5d.  I  do  not  think  that 
can  be  said  to  be  over-taxation.  Let  us 
look  at  one  other  point  in  these  figures. 
I  have  said  the  total  taxation  revenue  of 
the  United  Kingdom  in  1893-94  was 
£82,400,000,  and  that  it  has  risen  this 
year  to  more  than  £129,000,000,  an 
increase  of  nearly  £47,000,000.  How 
much  of  that  increase  has  been  levied  in 
Ireland  1  Just  £2,000,000.  So  that 
Ireland  has  paid  of  that  increase  1  in  23^^ 
much  less  than  the  proportion  which 
was  suggested  to  be  the  taxable  capacity 
of  Ireland  by  the  Royal  Commission. 

1  hope  I  am  not  wearying  the  House, 
but  I  think  it  my  duty  to  place  before  t 
the  statistical  view  of  this  matter.  I 
now  come  to  a  part  of  the  case  which  I 
know  perfectly  well  hon.  Members  f(r 
Ireland  will  regard  as  entirely  irrelevart, 
and  that  is,  what  is  the  real  contributic  n 
of  Ireland  to  Imperial  expenses  1  lea 
not  attempt  to  arrive  at  any  agreement 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Dublin 
with  regard  to  any  d^i^itjj)^!  ^^^^^ 

2  K  ^ 


^03         Financial  Rehitions  of  { COMMONS}        GL  Britain  and  Ireland. 


904 


expenses,  and  this  for  reasons  which  I 
shall  presently  show.  I  hope,  at  any 
rate,  I  may  assume  that  even  hon.  Mem- 
bers below  the  gangway  will  not  dispute 
that  Ireland,  as  a  member  of  the  govern- 
ing body  of  the  Empire,  is  bound  to  bear 
her  fair  share  of  Imperial  expenditure. 
I  know  that  some  hon.  Members  have 
asked  what  concern  has  Ireland  in  the 
Navy,  and  the  same  thing  may  be  said 
iQ  regard  to  the  Army ;  but  I  must 
assume  that  as  the  basis  of  my  argument. 
And  now  let  us  see  what  Ireland  does 
CDntribute  towards  Imperial  expenses. 
In  1893-94  the  total  revenue  from  the 
United  Kingdom  available  for  Imperial 
services  was  £58,668,000.  Of  that  Great 
Britain  raised  £56,702,000  and  Ireland 
£1,966,000,  or  3-24  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  amount.  In  1896-97  the  revenue 
from  the  United  Kingdom  available 
for  Imperial  services  had  risen  to 
£70,268,000.  Of  that  Ireland  contri- 
buted no  more  than  3  10  per  cent.,  a 
decrease  as  compared  with  1893-94.  In 
1899-1900  the  revenue  from  the  United 
Kingdom  available  for  Imperial  expendi- 
ture was  £79,885,000.  Of  that  Ireland 
•contributed  no  more  than  £1,684,000, 
or  2*11  per  cent,  of  the  total  contribu- 
tion. And  when  I  come  to  the  present 
year,  and  take  the  estimated  balance 
of  the  revenue  of  the  United  Kingdom 
— excluding  the  coal  duty,  which  I 
have  always  argued  will  not  be  paid 
by  anyone  in  Ireland — which  will 
be  available  for  Imperial  expenditure, 
I  find  that  it  amounts  to  no  less 
than  £99,795,000,  out  of  which  Ireland 
will  contribute  no  more  than  £2,384,000, 
2*39  per  cent,  of  the  total  amount  con- 
tributed by  the  United  Kingdom.  Is  that 
^an  unreasonable  proportion  to  ask  from 
Ireland  1  It  is  not  one-twentieth  of  our 
Imperial  expenditure,  as  suggested  by  the 
report  of  the  Royal  Commission.  I  do 
not  think  it  is  as  much  as  one-fortieth. 
And  I  would  call  attention  to  this  fact 
that,  whereas  the  contribution  of  Ireland 
to  Imperial  expenditure  in  1893-94 
was  £2,186,000,  this  year,  when  we  have 
all  the  charges  of  the  war  and  an  enor- 
mously increased  expenditure  on  the 
Army  and  the  Navy  upon  our  head,  the 
•only  increase  in  the  amount  of  Irish 
revenue  devoted  to  Imperial  expenditure 
is  £400,000,  a  sum  which  is  just  one- 
Tiundredth  part  of  the  increase  in  the 
Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach. 


revenue  from  the  United  Kingdom 
available  for  Imperial  expenditure 
since  1893-4.  And  yet  we  have  had 
speech  after  speech  from  the  Benches 
below  the  gangway  opposite  denouncing 
the  Budget,  and  everything  connected 
with  the  Budget,  onaccount  of  the  enor- 
mous sums  which  we  are  raising  from 
Ireland  for  the  war.  ., 


Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  What  are 
the  figures  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  quoting  from,  and  what  is  the 
authority  for  them  1 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  The  figures 
in  regard  to  past  years  will  be  found  in 
the  financial  returns.  The  figures  for 
this  year  are  estimates  made,  as  I  have 
said,  on  the  same  basis  as  the  financial 
returns  corrected  by  the  last  census. 

I  frankly  admit,  however,  that  where 
you  levy  taxation  in  a  poor  countr}- 
that  taxation  may  press  more  heavily 
than  in  a  rich  country,  and  therefore, 
in  framing  the  Budget  of  the  present 
year,  I  attempted  to  mitigate,  so  to  speak, 
the  pressure  of  the  sugar  duty  on  Irish 
taxpayers  by  raising  the  income  tax, 
and  by  asking  Parliament  to  impose  the 
export  duty  on  coal.  Now,  the  export 
duty  on  coal  has  no  effect  on  Ireland  at 
all.  That  has  been  admitted,  I  think, 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Waterford,  and  he  went  so  far  as  to  saj 
that  in  this  Budget  he  recognised,  for  the 
first  time  in  his  recollection,  an  attempt 
to  deal  fairly  with  Ireland.  Yet  what 
happened  throughout  all  the  discussions 
on  the  Budget?  On  every  division  on 
the  coal  duty — and  we  had  many  divi- 
sions— which  did  not  touch  Ireland,  and 
which  was  adopted  by  me  largely  with 
the  idea  of  being  just  to  Ireland— every 
Member  below  the  gangway i 

Mr,  JOHN  REDMOND  :  The  reason 
we  voted  against  this  tax  was  that  no 
man  on  these  benches  would  take  any 
responsibility  for  voting  money  for  this 
war. 

*SiR  M.  HICKS' BEACH  :  I  have  no 
right  to  question  the  motive?  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  or  their  pcJicy ;  thej 
know  their  own  business  mich  better 
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4;han  I  do,  but  I  would  just  ask  the  hon. 
^ad  learned  Member,  does  he  think  such 
action  is  calculated  to  encourage  uie  or 
anyone  holding  my  position  in  attempt- 
ing to  face  powerful  and  well-organised 
interests  in  great  Britain  in  the  desire  to 
do  justice  to  Ireland  in  the  matter  of 
taxation  ? 

The  hon.  Member  for  North  Dublin 
not  unreasonably  said  that  he  had  no 
remedy  to  propose  for  the  grievances  he 
placed  before  the  House.  It  was  not  his 
i)usiness  to  do  so.  There  are  only  two 
ways  in  which  anything  can  be  done  to 
meet  the  views  of  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site. One  way  is  by  increased  local 
;grants  to  Ireland  which  are  not  given  to 
Great  Britain.  We  have  done  a  good  deal 
lin  that  way  already,  and  have  gone  so  far 
ithat  of  every  pound  spent  in  local  services 
n  Ireland  14s.  7d.  comes  from  the  Ex- 
chequer, while  of  every  pound  spent  in 
local  services  in  Great  Britain  only  9s.  5d. 
•comes  from  the  Exchequer.  Since  1893-4 
we  have  given  to  Ireland  in  paid  or 
promised  grants  for  railways  £1,057,000, 
^  against  £227,000  devoted  to  the  same 
purpose  in  Great  Britain.  We  have  relieved 
Ireland  of  £88,000  in  irrecoverable  loans, 
and  Great  Britain  of  hardly  anything. 
And  we  Jiave  given  to  Ireland  under  the 
local  Government  Act,  1898,  a  grant  of 
£728,000  a  year  on  the  same  principle  as 
that  on  which  the  Agricultural  Kates 
igrant  is  given  to  England,  but  yet 
•conferring  much  greater  advantages  o-n 
Ireland  in  proportion  than  on  England 
for  this  simple  reason — ^that  a  far  larger 
proportion  of  the  rates  in  Ireland  comes 
from  agricultural  land  than  is  the  case 
an  England.  This  is  something,  surely,  in 
proof  that  we  are  not  deaf  to  the  pleadings 
of  Irish  Members  on  account  of  the  com- 
parative poverty  of  their  country.  The 
•only  other  way  in  which  Ireland  could 
be  relieved  is  by  the  method  I  have  ad- 
mittedly adopted  this  year  in  the  matter 
•of  the  coal  duty.  I  have  stated  how  that 
»efFort  was  received  by  Irish  Members.  If 
it  should  be  my  fate  to  continue  in  my 
present  office,  I  shall  endeavour  to  pursue 
the  same  policy  if  opportunity  should  be 
afforded  me.  But  I  cannot  pursue  that 
poUcy  successfully — no  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  can  pursue  it — unless,  if  this 
be  a  serious  and  pressing  grievance,  hon. 
Members  from  Ireland  who  feel  it  to  be  so 
^ive  their  support  to  the  Government  of 


the  day  in  any  attempt  to  diminish  it. 
But  I  suppose  hon.  Members  will  con- 
sider that  these  are  only  palliatives. 
They  ask  from  us  to-day  not  two  and 
three-quarter  millions  a  year,  but  some- 
thing like  double  that  sum.  It  is  im- 
possible. Any  attempt  to  meet  snch 
demands  would  simply  destroy  the  fiscal 
system,  which  I  believe  is  fairer  to  all 
persons  in  the  United  Kingdom  than  any 
other  fiscal  system  that  could  be  devised. 
It  would  injure  the  commercial  relations 
between  the  two  islands  as  much  as  their 
political  relations  would  be  injured  by 
the  adoption  of  Home  Rule.  There- 
fore, on  behalf  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, I  can  only  repeat  what  it  has  beisn 
my  fate  to  say  before — that  to  this 
motion  we  must  offer  an  uncompro- 
mising opposition. 


*Mr.  M*CANN  (Dublin  St.  Stephen's 
Green) :  The  Report  of  the  Financial 
Relations  Commission  was  issued  in 
1896.  It  dealt  with  the  figures  and 
accounts  for  ninety-four  years  of  the  last 
century,  to  31st  March,  1894,  as  well  as 
the  eighteen  years  of  the  Irish  Parlia- 
ment. Seven  years  to  30th  March  last 
have  passed  since  this  Report  was  issued. 
The  Commissioners  almost  unanimously 
reported  that  whilst  the  actual  tax 
revenue  of  Ireland  was  about  one- 
eleventh  of  that  of  Great  Britain,  that 
the  relative  taxable  capacity  of  Ireland 
was  very  much  smaller,  and  was  not 
estimated  by  any  one  of  them  as  exceeding 
one-twentieth.  This  Report  was  signed 
and  agreed  to  by  eleven  out  of  the  thir- 
teen Commissioners.  Sir  D.  Barbour 
and  Sir  Thomas  Sutherland  issued  sepa- 
rate Reports.  Lord  Farrer,  Lord  Welby, 
and  Mr.  Bertram  Currie  signed  the 
general  Report,  which  contained  the  main 
finding  of  those  eleven  Commissioners, 
which  was  that  Ireland  was  then  paying 
one-eleventh  of  the  entire  taxation ;  not 
one  of  them  estimated  that  she  should  be 
called  upon  for  more  than  one-twentieth 
of  the  whole.  These  two  noble  Lords  and 
Mr.  Currie  made  a  separate  Report  of  their 
own,  explanatory  of  the  Irish  financial  and 
fiscal  position  as  a  whole.  This  Report 
of  theirs  appears  to  me  to  be  a  master- 
piece of  elucidation  and  grasp  of  the  main 
root  factors  in  the  Irish  financial  and 
economic    situation.     The   great    autho- 
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rity  and  eminent  fitness  of  these  three 
men  for  such  an  investigation  add  much 
force  to  their  views  and  conclusions. 
They  show  in  accordance  with  their 
finding  in  the  general  Report  that  Ireland 
then  paid  two  and  a  half  millions  per 
annum  more  than  she  should  be  called 
upon  to  pay. 

Let  us  see  what  occurred  during 
the  seven  years  that  passed  since  then. 
For  the  year  ending  31st  of  March,  1894, 
the  last  year  dealt  with  by  the  Commis- 
sioners, there  was  collected  and  paid  into 
the  Imperial  Treasury  as  Irish  revenue 
from  taxation  the  sum  of  £7,569,000, 
and  in  the  same  year  the  Treasury  claims 
to  have  paid  out  of  this  revenue  for  Irish 
services  £5,602,000,  leaving  a  balance  of 
£1,966,000  available  for  Imperial  ex- 
penditure for  the  services  of  the  debt,  the 
Army  and  the  Navy.  For  the  fiscal  year 
ending  31st  March,  1901,  seven  years 
afterwards,  the  Irish  revenue  received 
by  the  Imperial  Treasury  from  Irish 
taxation  came  to  £9,521,000,  and  the 
expenditure  on  Irish  services  was 
£7,268,000,  leaving  a  balance  available 
for  Imperial  purposes  of  £2,253,000. 
In  this  way  it  will  be  seen  that  Ireland 
paid  this  last  year  in  taxation  just 
£2,000,000  more  than  in  the  year  1894, 
when  she  was  paying  two  and  a  half 
miUions  over  her  just  proportion  and 
beyond  her  taxable  capacity  compared 
with  Great  Britain.  It  may  be  said  that 
this  additional  expenditure  for  Irish 
services  of  £1,665,000  should  be  treated 
as  far  as.  it  goes  against  this  additional 
burden  of  £2,000,000  of  taxation. 
This  would  be  an  answer  to  some  extent 
if  this  expenditure  on  Irish  services  was 
spent  in  any  reproductive  ways  towards 
strengthening  and  improving  in  any 
permanent  manner  the  country  and  the 
condition  of  the  people  and  their  tax- 
paying  capacity.  I  cannot  trace  any 
portion  of  it  as  spent  in  this  direction, 
nor,  indeed,  can  any  poition  of  the  total 
amount  put  down  as  spent  on  Irish  ' 
services,  which  amounts  to  £7,268,000, 
be  traced  as  spent  in  permanent,  repro- 
ductive ways,  nor  can  I  see  that  any  part  of 
the  amount  we  contributed,  £2,253,000, 
for  Imperial  purposes  was  employed  for 
our  good  or  for  the  betterment  of  the 
material  condition  of  the  country  in  any 
lasting  manner.  What  I  mean  is  that 
no  portion  of  this  huge  taxation  extracted 

Mr.  M'Cann. 


from  us  last  year,  £9,500,000  in  all,  was^ 
spent  in  any  way  towards  keeping  any^ 
young  man  or  woman  from  emigratingt- 
or  keeping  a  pauper  off  the  rates,  or  that 
was  employed  in  bettering  the  positioaj 
of  those  who  have  not  yet  left  the  country 
or  who  are  not  yet  a  burden  on  the  poor 
rates.  The  proof  of  my  assertion  is  this, 
that  in  face  of  the  fall  in  our  popula- 
tion to  under  four  and  a  half  niillions, 
the  young  people  are  flying  from  the 
country,  pauperism  is  increasing  and. 
weakness  and  paralysis,  physical,  mental, 
andfinancial,is  the  fate  of  those  who  have 
remained  in  the  country  and  are  now 
too  old  to  leave. 

On  the  present  lines  of  the  Govern- 
ment's fiscal    and    economic    policy    in. 
Ireland  it  is  fair  to  assume,  indeed  it  is 
a   certainty,   that   this   stat^   of   things 
must  become  intensified  as  time  goes  on. 
I  may  be  told,  however,  that  this  local 
expenditure  on  Irish  services  last  year, 
£7,268,000,     was    spent     in      Ireland, 
although  perhaps  no  portion  was  made^ 
available  for  the  purposes  I  have  named. 
If  this  answer  is  examined  it   will   be 
found  that,  except  as  regards  the  whisky 
and  porter  which  we  consume,  nearly  all 
other  requisites  of  life,  the  bread  we  eat, 
the  clothes  we  wear,  the  furniture  for 
our  houses,  etc.,  are  produced  and  manu- 
factured outside  of   Ireland,   so   to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  as  far  as  the  good  of 
Ireland  is  concerned,  this  money  so  ex- 
pended, as  well  as  nearly  all  other  ex- 
penditure, might  just  as  well  be  expended 
in    England    or    Scotland    direct.    The 
question  is,  who  bears  the  burden  of  this 
excessive  taxation*^     If  su3h  an  amount 
must  be  raised  by  taxation,  is  it  equitably 
assessed    and    its    incidence  justi    The 
first  point  that  strikes  one  in  this  con- 
nection is  this,  that  just  80  per  cent,  of 
our  taxation  is  derivable  from  duties  on 
commodities,    otherwise    from    indirect 
taxation,    whilst   only   50   per   cent.  Ls 
levied  on  commodities  in  England.    The 
great  and  unjust  burden  of  Irish  taxation, 
is  being    carried    at    present    by    the 
Irish  peasantry,  whom  I  will  enumerate 
and  locate  later  on,  and  this  has  been  the 
case  during  the  whole  of  the  preceding; 
century  which  dosed  a  few  months  ago. 

If  the  House  will  bear  with  me,  1  will 
show  shortly  what  I  mean.  The  Act  of 
Union  was  passed  just  one  hundred  years 
ago  on  the  assurances  of  the  predomi- 
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nant  partner,  chiefly  expressed  through 
Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Castlereagh,  that  the 
ipartnership  would  turn  out  for  the  best 
interests  of  Ireland  as  well  as  England. 


The  deed  laid  down  that  Ireland  should 
■contribute  two-seventeenths  of  the  whole  ' 
^xation  of  the  United  Kingdom,  Great  j 
Britain  contributing  fifteen-seventeenths.  | 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  taxation  of  Ireland  ' 
ior  the  fifteen  years  before  the  Union 
worked  out  in  this  way.     From  1785  to 
1791,  when  both  countries  were  at  peace, 
Ahe  average  tax  revenue  of  Ireland  was 
ior   the   seven    years    £1,270,324,     the 
civil  expenditure  of  the  country  during 
th^e  years  being  £546,300  per  annum, 
•and  the  amount  available  for  military 
services     and     interest     on     debt     wa« 
£727,000.      For  the     eight    remaining 
years,     1792    to    1800,    during    which 
period    England    was    engaged    in    war 
4ibroad    and    disturbance    and    war    in 
Ireland,  the  annual  average  tax  revenue 
of  Ireland    was  £1,815,000,     the    civil 
expenditure   during   these   years    being 
£753,800,  and  the  expenditure  for  the 
debt      and      military      service      being 
£1,061,000.     The  Union  then  took  place, 
•and  Ireland  was  decreed  to  pay,  as  I  said, 
two-seventeenths   of   the    whole.     Inas- 
much as  the  debt  of  Ireland  was  then 
relatively  so  much  smaller  than  that  of 
England,  Ireland  retained  her  own   Ex- 
•chequer.     For  the  first  sixteen  years  of 
the   fiscal    Union,    from    5th    January, 
1802,  to  5th  January,  1817,  under  the 
two-seventeenths    arrangement    Ireland 
was  found    to    be    liable    to    pay    an 
average  of  just  £10,000,000  a  year,  or 
£160,000,000  in  all  in  those  sixteen  years. 
We   could    not    raise    by   taxation    this 
enormous  sum  suddenly  imposed  upon 
us.    But  we  did  certainly  raise  and  pay 
in  by  taxation   a  sum  of  £77,844,000 
during  these  sixteen  years,  or  an  average 
of  nearly  £4,865,000  per  annum,  leaving 
^  deficit  of  £81,893,000,  which  we  were 
unable  to  raise.     Then  the  predominant 
partner  said  that  as  we  broke  down  in  our 
payments  they  would  take  over  the  Irish 
d«bt,including  this  £82,000,000,  and  add 
it  to  the  debt  of  the  Empire.     Under  the 
two-seventeenths  terms  of  the  partner- 
ship, our  debt  being  then  proportionate 
^th  the  debt  of  Great  Britain,  they  were 
^en  entitled,  they  said,  to  abolish  our 
Exchequer,    and  impose   common     and 
indiscriminate  taxation  over  the  United 
kingdom. 
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It  will  be  seen  that  the  amount  of 
taxation  paid  by  Ireland  during  the  last 
fifteen  years  of  the  eighteenth  century 
was  just  about  one  and  a  half  million  per 
annum,  and  the  total  for  these  fifteen 
years  came  to  £22,500,000.     For  the  first 
sixteen  years  of  the  century,  under  the 
terms  of  partnership  with  Great  Britain, 
we     were    found    to     be     hable      for 
£160,000,000,    or    just    £10,000,000    a 
year,  of  which  only  about  half  could  be 
raised,   and  the  remaining   half   being 
added  to  the  debt  gave  the  pretext  for  the 
abolition  of  our  Exchequer   and  the  im- 
position of  common  and  indiscriminative 
taxation.     So  during  the   first  sixteen 
years  of  union  we  became  liable  to  pay 
seven   times   more  than   we   had   been 
paying  before,  and  we  actually  did  pay  in 
hard  cash  more  than  three  times  the 
amount  we  had  been  paying  before  this 
partnership  was  entered  into.     Was  any 
portion  of  this  huge  increase  of  taxation 
applied  towards  improving  the  material 
condition  of  the  country  and  strengthen- 
ing in  any  way  the  tax-paying  powers  of 
the  wretched  peasantry  on  whom  fell  the 
great  injustice  of  this  excessive  taxation  1 
I  can  trace  none  of  this  taxation,  ex- 
tracted so  largely  from  this     numerous 
class,  applied  in  any  way  for  their  better- 
ment, the  same  has  been  the  case  during 
the  entire  century  which  ended  a  few 
months   ago.      I    consider  that  the  in- 
justice done  to  this  class,  and  through 
them  to  the  community  as  a  whole,  exists 
,  to-day  to  a  greater  extent  and  in  a  more 
intensified  form  than  at  any  other  time 
during  the  century  past.     It  may  be  said 
at  once  that  the  practical  effect  of  our 
partnership  under  the  two-seventeenths 
terms   of   the   deed   during   these   first 
sixteen  years  of  its  existence  dealt  a  blow 
at  the  very  heart  of  the  country  from 
which  it  would  be  difficult  to  recover. 


^  But  this  is  not  the  whole  story.  For 
the  thirty  years  from  1820  to  1850  there 
was  paid  by  Ireland  taxation  into  the 
British  Treasury  an  average  of  about 
£5,200,000  a  year.  Out  of  this  the 
Treasury  claims  to  have  expended  on 
Irish  services  about  £1,600,000  -per 
annum,  during  these  thirty  years. 
Between  the  years  1850  to  1860  there 
was  imposed  on  us  the  income  tax, 
and  additional  spirit  duties,  which  in- 
creased our  taxation  by  about  £2,500,000 
a  year.     We  find  th^.j^y^e^^y^g^cf^^ 
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land  to  be  in  the  year  1859  and  1860 
£7,700,000,  against  an  average  of 
£5,200,000  for  the  thirty  years  from 
1820  to  1850.  It  must  be  remembered 
that,  when  the  additional  taxation  of 
two  and  a  half  millions  was  imposed  on 
us,  the  country  was  then  struggling 
and  writhing  under  the  blow  inflicted 
by  the  terrible  Irish  famine.  For  the 
thirty-four  years  from  1860  to  1894, 
the  date  to  which  the  figures  in  the 
Financial  Relations  Report  are  brought 
down,  our  average  taxation  came  to 
about  £7,500,000  per  annum.  During 
thes3  thirty-four  years  the  first  twenty 
of  them,  1860  to  1880,  showed  an  expen- 
diture of  £2,500,000  per  annum  for 
Irish  services.  The  next  sixteen  years 
work  out  an  expenditure  on  Irish 
services  of  over  four  and  a  half  millions 
For  the  seven  years  since  the  date  of  the 
Financial  Relations  Report  the  average 
taxation  paid  by  us  comes  to  £8,250,000, 
and  the  expenditure  on  Irish  services 
amounts  to  about  £6,200,000.  For  the 
year  ending  31st  March  last,  the  taxation 
exacted  from  Ireland  came  to  £9,525,000, 
and  the  expenditure  on  Irish  services 
came  to  £7,268,000.  With  the  additional 
taxes  put  on  for  the  current  year  it  is 
reasonable  to  assume  that  our  taxation 
will  come  to  a  sum  well  over 
£10,000,000  to  31st  March  next  year, 
that  is,  if  it  can  possibly  be  squeezed  out 
of  the  people.  It  comes  to  this,  that  the 
£10,000,000  to  be  collected  this  year, 
with  about  £3,000,000  additional 
for  local  taxation  payable  to  county 
councils  will  workout  at £13,000,000,  as 
the  tax  revenue  of  Ireland  for  current 
year,  as  compared  with  £1,500,000 
a  year  during  the  last  fifteen  years  of 
our  Parliament,  or  nearly  nine  times 
greater.  Our  population  now  is  about 
the  same  as  then,  four  and  a  half  millions, 
so  that  it  works  out  that  we  are  now  pay- 
ing about  £2  18s.  per  head  of  the  popu- 
lation in  taxation,  whereas  then  we 
were  paying  only  6s.  8d.  per  head,  we 
are  pay  ng  nearly  nine  times  more. 
The  agricultural  rental  of  Ireland  is 
computed  to  be  about  £9,000,000  per 
annum ;  taxation  this  year  will  foot  up 
nearly  fifty  per  cent,  more  than  the 
rental  of  Ireland. 

One  of  the  points  that  have  to  be 
considered  in  estimating  our  present 
position  to    bear   this    enormous    taxa- 

Mr.  M'Cann. 


I  tion    is   this :    Has    anything    practicaF 
1  been  done  to  strengthen  or  improve  us 
in    our   tVx-paying   ability   to   pay   this 
two  and  a  half  millions  a  year,  which  the^ 
'  Financial  Relations  Commissioners  found 
I  was  unjustly  imposed  upon  us,  as  well  as 
the  £2,000,000  a  year  since  put  upon 
I  us  ?     I    have    already    shown    that  the 
increased     over-expenditure     practically 
goes    in    no    way  in    this    dire  tion.     I 
regret  to  say  that  not  alone  has  there  been 
no  strengthening  in  the  material   con- 
dition of  the  country  in  the  meantime,, 
so  as  to  increase  its  taxable  powers,  but 
there  has  been  a  serious  weakening  in 
its  powers  in  this  respect.     I  saw  in  The 
Times  newspaper,  a  short  time  ago,  some 
articles  comparing  the  condition  of  the 
iron    and    steel    trades    in    the    United 
States  and  England.     Much  regret  was 
expressed    that    the    American    masters 
made  the  position   of  young   engineers 
so  much  better  than  in  England,  and 
that   so   many   of   them    were    thereby 
induced  to  leave  their  country  and  settle 
in  the  United  States.     It  was  calculated 
that  it  cost  £600  to  £700  to  bring  up,, 
educate,  and  give   his  profession   to  an 
engineer  in  England.     In  this  way  was 
shown   a   loss   to   England   of   £600  to 
£700   capital   sunk   in    every    engineer 
that  left  the  country  to  settle  abroad- 
Since    the    Financial  Relations  Report 
was  issued  there  emigrated  from  Ireland^ 
chiefly  to  the  United  States,  to  settle  per- 
manently  abroad,  just   275,000   people,, 
young  men  and  young  women,  at  the 
age    of    about   twenty  -  two    years.     It 
I  costs  about  £9  a  year  to  feed  and  clothe^ 
I  an  Irish  workhouse  pauper.     This  rate 
,  would  work  out  at  about  £200  capital 
I  sunk  in  each  emigrant  up  to  twenty- 
j  two  years  of  age,  making  allowance  for 
I  the   value   of   some   work    which   these 
I  young   emigrants   may  do   before  they 
I  leave  Ireland,  and  also  some  little  money 
that    they    may    send    home    to    their 
i  people   afterwards,    I   think    it    will   be 
;  found  that  the  net  money  loss  in  capital 
'  to   Ireland,   and  indeed  to  the  empire^ 
I  sunk  and  lost  in  each  emigrant,  will  be 
at   least   £100   each;    275,000  of  these- 
emigrants  have  left  during  the  past  seven 
years,  40,000  a  year  seems  to  be  about 
the    normal    average    of    this    class   oi 
I  emigration     during    the     past     decade^ 
During    these    seven    years,  since    th& 
I  Financial  Relations  Report   was  issued,. 
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pared  down,  are  then  starving  or  next 
door  to  it.  They  never  have  or  can  have 
under  present  treatment  a  margin  over 
to  meet  their  rainy  day. 

The  Irish  problem  centres  in  the  mate- 
rial condition  of  these  poor  peopla.  It  is 
computed  that  these  peasantry,  say 
2,000,000  in  all,  pay  £1  to  £1  5s.  per  head 
per  annum  towards  Imperial  taxation 
in  their  consumption  of  tea,  sugar, 
tobacco,  porter,  and  whisky,  their  local 
taxation  comes  to  about  half  the  Im- 
perial, or  about  10s.  to  12s.  6d.  per  head. 
It  may  be  said  and  probably  will  be 
said,  why  do  these  people  consume  these 
dutiable  articles,they  are  not  necessaries? 
I  think  that  the  best  answer  to  this 
question  is  given  by  Lord  Farrer,  Lord 
Wei  by,  and  Mr.  Bertram  Currie  in  their 
Report.     They  say — 

"We  think  that  the  consumption  of  the 
masses  must  be  taken  as  a  whole,  and  that  we 
must  accept  what  they  actually  consume  a» 
what  they  find  it  necessary  f  o  consume,  and 
that  without  a  total  and  almost  incurable 
change  in  their  habits  they  are  unable  to 
forego." 

I  believe  that  the  use  of  stimulants 
amongst  the  Irish  peasantry  and  poor 
is  very  much  the  result  of  their  low 
standard  of  living  and  their  coarse  and 
insufficient  food  and  clothing  and  in  a 
measure  to  climatic  influences  and  tha 
uncertainty  of  their  material  existence. 
I  consider  that  Ireland  cannot  continue 
to  pay  £10,000,000  a  year  taxes  to  the 
Imperial  Treasury  and  £3,000,000  a  year 
for  local  taxes  without  further  wreck 
and  ruin  to  the  country.  But  the 
serious  part  is  that  the  brunt  and  severity 
of  this  taxation  is  borne  in  the  first 
instance  by  the  unfortunate  peasantry^ 
whom  it  should  be  everybody's  interest 
to  shield,  protect  and  foster,  as  it  is  only 
through  them  that  improvement  and 
prosperity  can  come  to  the  classes  above 
them.  All  through  our  sad  history 
the  crushing  burdens  of  all  sorts,  econo- 
mic as  well  as  fiscal,  have  been  imposed 
upon  and  borne  by  the  peasantry  of  the 
country,  and  never  at  any  time  does  there 
appear  to  have  been  taken  effectual 
means  to  remedy  their  positions  or 
materially  strengthen  them. 

There  is  the  further  point  to  which 
I  would  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House.  There  will  this  year  be  collected, 
as  I  have  said,  probably  over  £10,000,000" 
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the  loss  in  capital  in  Ireland  was  at 
£100  each  for  275,000  people — ^just 
£27,500,000.  Putting  4  per  cent,  inter- 
est on  this  lost  capital  the  loss  comes  to 
over  £1,000,000  annually,  which  I 
consider  I  am  entitled  to  add  to  the 
£2,000,000  a  year  increased  taxation 
in  these  seven  years,  making  the  drain 
£3,000,000  a  year  in  addition  to  the 
unjust  taxation  of  two  and  a  half  millions, 
as  found  by  the  Financial  Relations 
Commissioners  in  the  year  1894.  Nothing 
was  done  or  no  event  occurred  in  the 
meantime,  as  far  as  can  be  seen,  to 
increase  the  taxpaying  powers  of  the 
people. 

The   question  arises,  and  it   is  most 

important  to  consider,  on  whom  does  the 

terrible  drain  of  over-taxation  and  the 

loss  of  capital  involved  in  the  flight  of  the 

people  fall  most  severely  1     If  examined 

closely  it  will   be  seen  that  both  drains 

fall  in    their   intensity   on     the    Irish 

peasantry,    the    most    numerous    and 

poorest  class  amongst  us,  whom  it  ought 

to  be  the  interest  of  everyone  to  preserve, 

but  being  everybody's  business  to  do  so, 

it  turns  out  that  it  is  nobody's  business, 

the  material  interests  of  this  class  are 

constantly  and  consistently  kept  out  of 

sight.     I  mean  by  the  Irish  peasantry 

the  small  occupying  tenant-farmers  of 

the  country  who  cultivate  their  lands 

by  their  own  labour  and  that  of  their 

families.  I  also  include  the  farm  labourers 

amongst  the  peasantry,  in  all  they  will 

be  found  to  be  half  the  entire  population. 

They  may  be  fairly  called  our  submerged 

half.      There    are    486,000    occupying 

holders  of  farms  in  Ireland,  about  400,000 

of  these  are  valued  for  taxation  purposes 

at  a  little  over  £20  a  year  as  a  maximum, 

and  coming  down  to  a  valuation  of  £1 

per  annum.     It  is  computed,  and  I  think 

accurately  computed,  that  the  rent  paid 

by  the  average  man  in  this  class  is  about 

£7  a  year,  and  that  their  average  net 

income  after  payment  of  rent  and  taxes 

does  not  amount  to  more  than  £25  a  year, 

which  means  for  a  family  of  five  about 

£5  a  year,  for  these  2,000,000  people  to 

live  upon.     This  income,  small  though  it 

is,  can  be  only  attained  in  good  years  ; 

when  the  rainy  days  come  round,  which 

they  inevitably  do  in  Ireland,  and  the 

potatoes  and  turf  are  absent,  these  people, 

whose  standard  of  living  in  their  best 

years  is  incapable  of  being  curtailed  or 


915         Finaiidal  IleUilions  of  {COMMONS}        GL  Bruain  and  Ireland,         916 


for  Imperial  revenue;  £7,500,000  will 
likely  be  the  amount  to  be  devoted  to 
Irish  services,  andthe  balance,  £2,500,000, 
will  be  applicable  for  Imperial  revenue, 
the  debt.  Army,  and  Navy,  as  there 
will  be  £3,000,000  at  least  for  local 
government  expenditure.  In  this  way 
civil  government  in  Ireland  will  cost 
£10,500,000  for  the  year  as  compared 
to  the  charge  for  same  services  in  last 
fifteen  years  of  the  Irish  ParUament, 
which  amounted  to  just  £050,000  a 
year,  and  when  the  ability  of  the  people 
to  bear  taxation  was  much  greater  than 
at  present  and  the  population  was  about 
the  same.  Our  Imperial  contribution 
for  services  of  the  debt,  the  Army  and 
the  Navy  will  probably  as  I  have  said 
amount  this  year  to  £2,500,000  as 
compared  with  a  similar  charge  for  same 
services  100  years  ago  of  about  £900,000 
per  annum,  which  was  neariy  all  spent 
in  Ireland,  and  when,  not  as  at  present, 
expenditure  in  Ireland  meant  the  good 
of  trades,  industries,  and  agriculture. 
We  are  over-boarded  and  under-fed, 
and  the  cost  of  over-boarding  is  paid 
for  by  the  under-fed. 

It  may  be  said  at  once,  and  it  is  a 


Ireland  are,  I  believe,  the  highest  in 
the  worid,  and  the  foreigner  will  have 
rates  made  for  him  by  the  Irish  carrying 
companies  very  much  lower  than  the 
rates  charged  to  the  Irish  producer  fcr 
the  same  or  analogous  produce.  I  wi.l 
only  say,  in  conclusion,  that  my  belief  is 
that  Ireland  should  be  run  for  £5,000,000 
a  year  in  tax  revenue  instead  of 
£13,000,000  a  year  as  at  present.  This 
£5,000,000  a  year  would  be  neariy 
three  and  a  half  times  more  than  the 
amount  expended  in  running  the  country 
during  the  last  fifteen  years  of  the  Irish 
Parhament.  My  belief  also  is  that  if  our 
railways  and  waterways  were  locally 
nationalised,  and  that  50  per  cent,  were 
taken  off  all  transit  rates,  passengers, 
goods,  cattle,  agricultural  produce,  and 
that  specially  low  rates  and  facilities  were 
given  for  the  conveyance  for  small 
consignments  of  agricultural  and  other 
products  to  the  markets,  I  believe  if 
this  were  done  under  proper  economical 
management  that  £1  an  acre  would  be 
the  additional  value  of  our  land  before 
many  years  elapsed.  In  this  way,  by 
increasing  the  income  and  decreasing 
the  expenditureof  the  country,^!  calculate 


matter  quite  demonstrable  and  capable  I  that  £15,000,000  to  £20,000,000  a  year 


of  easy  proof,  that  Ireland,  weakened  in 
every  quarter  and  bleeding  at  every  pore 
by  100  years  of  such  treatment  as  I  have 
described  cannot  continue  to  pay  the 
demand  now  put  upon  her  ;  our  only 
means  of  paying  is  derived  from  the 
produce  of  15,300,000  acres  of  land, 
.  which  we  cultivate  with  the  uncertainty 
of  seasons  and  low  prices  for  our  agri- 
cultural produce.  These  payments  cannot 
be  made  and  the  people  live  at  the  same 
time.  Transit  rates  and  facihties  are 
absolutely  prohibitive  in  enabling  the 
small  operative  producers,  four-fifths 
of  the  whole  tenant  class  in  Ireland,  to 
market  their  produce  at  a  profit.  Every 
other  agricultural  country  in  the  world 
except  Ireland  is  straining  every  nerve 
both  by  their  railways  and  waterways, 
and  every  other  means,  to  facilitate 
and  cheapen  the  marketing  of  agricul- 
tural produce  direct  to  the  consumers 
both  in  their  own  country  and  to  the 
countries  to  which  they  can  possibly 
get  access  and  open  up  new  markets. 
Every  force  and  influence,  governmental 
and  otherwise,  seems  set  in  the  opposite 
direction   in   Ireland.     Transit  rates  in 

Mr.  M^Cann. 


might  be  added  to  the  wealth  of  the 
country  in  the  space  of  ten  to  fifteen 
years.  I  estimate  that  the  immediate 
loss  by  the  reduction  in  railway  rate 
woulc  not  amount  in  all  to  over 
£7,000,000  to  £8,000,000  spread  over 
a  period  of  ten  years,  or  an  average  loss 
of  £800,000  per  annum ;  then  a  profit 
would  accrue  to  the  State  after  the 
payment  of  working  expenses  and  the 
interest  and  sinking  fund  for  purchase 
money.  The  benefit  derivable  from 
the  decrease  in  expenditure  and  increased 
income  would  accrue  first  to  the 
peasantry,  and  then  through  them 
these  benefits  would  permeate  through 
every  other  class  of  society.  The  whole 
difficulty  heretofore  has  been  the  fact 
that  the  predominant  partner  has  in- 
sisted upon  looking  upon  and  treating 
the  economics  of  the  Irish  problem  in 
the  same  way  as  England,  whereas  from 
every  industrial  and  economic  point  of 
view  they  are  totally  dissimilar. 

*Dr.  AMBROSE  (Ma^o,  W.) :  Consider- 
ing that  the  British  nation  lay  such  stress 
upon  the  fact  that  they  are  such  sup- 
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porters  of  treaties,  and  that  this  is  the 
third  time  that  this  subject  has  been 
mentioned  in  this  House  in  the  last  few 
years,  and  that  it  has  been  so  lightly 
treated,  it  might  be  as  well  to  recall  what 
has  taken  place  in  past  years.  In  1894 
you  appointed  a  Commission  to  examine 
into  this  question.  It  was  appointed 
not  by  Irishmen,  but  by  Englishmen. 
What  was  its  composition  ?  The  chair- 
man was  Mr.  Childers,  an  Englishman, 
an  ex-Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
4imong  the  other  members  were  Lords 
Farrer  and  Welby,  Mr.  Currie  and  Pro- 
fessor Hunter,  all  of  whom  were  financial 

1  experts.  There  were  eighteen  witnesses, 
all  financial  experts,  fifteen  of  whom 
were  paid  servants  of  the  Crown : — Mr. 
H.  H.  Murray,  C.B.,  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Customs  for  five  years ;  Mr. 
T.  J.  Pittar,  Principal  of  the  Statistical 

I  Office  of  the  Board  of  Customs; 
Mr.  Alfred  Milner,  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Inland  Revenue  for  two  years, 
who  had  with  him  two  gentlemen  from 
the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue — namely, 
Mr.  Turner,  Accountant  General  of  the 
Board  of  Inland  Revenue,  and  Mr.  Steele, 
Chief  Inspector  of  Excise ;  Sir  Edward 
Hamilton,  K.C.B.,  Assistant  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury ;  Mr.  H.  A.  Robinson,  a 
Commissioner  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  of  Ireland,  who,  speaking  on  local 
taxation,  said — 

"  I  think  we  may  look  for  an  increase  in  the 
poor  rates,  because  the  tendency  of  recent 
years  in  connection  with  remedial  leirislation 
IS  to  place  the  administration  on  the  poor 
rates — e-or.,  the  Labourers  Act,  the  co"*t  for  I 
extra  police,  £93,873  in  1884,  and  £27,248  in 
1893"; 

Sir  J.  M*Kenna,  a  financial  expert  and 
for  twenty-two  years  a  member  of  this 
House ;  Dr.  L.  W.  Grimshaw,  Registrar 
General  of  Ireland;  Mr.  W.  L.  Micks, 

/Secretary  to  the  Congested  Districts 
Board,  Ireland  ;  Mr.  J.  Chaloner  Smith, 
President  of  the  Institute  of  Civil  Engi- 
neers, who  had  made  a  study  of  taxation ; 
the  Most  Rev.  Dr.  0*Donnell,  member 

•  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board,  Ireland, 
a  man.  who,  in  addition  to  being  a 
member  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board, 
wag  well  quaUfied  to  know  the  con- 
dition of  the  people  of  his  diocese; 
Mr.  W.  P.  O'Brien,  C.B.,  Poor  Law 
inspector,  and  Local  Government  in- 
spector for  more  than  thirty  years, 
and  afterwards     Vice-chairman   of   the 


General  Prisons  Board,  and  since  his 
retirement  has  acted  from  1892  to  1893  as 
Assistant  Royal  Commissioner  on  Labour ; 
Lieut. -General  Sir  Richard  Sankey, 
K.C.B.,  C.E.,  Chairman  of  Public  Works 
in  Ireland;  Mr.  Murrough  O'Brien, 
member  of  the  Land  Commission ;  Mr» 
J.  G.  Barton,  M.I.C.E.,  F.S.L,  Com- 
missioner of  Valuation,  Ireland — 
that  is,  he  administers  the  Valua- 
tion Office  and  Boundary  Survey 
Office  in  Ireland,  and  before  that 
he  was  connected  with  the  Board  of 
Works  in  Ireland ;  Mr.  W.  F.  Bailey, 
Legal  Assistant  Land  Commissioner, 
Ireland,  who  made  a  special  study  of  the 
valuation  and  assessment  of  property  in 
England  and  Ireland  ;  Mr.  G.  T.  Howe, 
surveyor  of  taxes  in  the  English  Income 
Tax  Office  fifteen  and  a  half  years,  and 
in  the  Dublin  Income  Tax  Office  since 
1891 ;  Mr.  E.  J.  Harper,  surveyor  to 
the  London  County  Council,  previously 
surveyor  to  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works  for  seventeen  years ;  Sir  Robert 
Griffin,  K.C.B.,  LL.D.,  Comptroller- 
General  of  the  Commercial,  Labour,  and 
Statistical  departments  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  previously  Assistant  Secretary 
to  the  Board  of  Trade ;  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Islington.  I 
think  if  you  searched  England,  Ireland, 
and  Scotland  over  you  could  not  find 
more  expert  witnesses  for  such  a  purpose. 
What  is  the  history  of  the  fiscal 
arrangements  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  1  Now,  before  the  Act  of 
Union  Ireland  was  not  bound  to 
contribute  to  anything  beyond  her 
shores,  and,  in  fact,  only  sup- 
ported a  few  regiments  of  soldiers 
serving  abroad,  and  made  a  small  grant 
towards  the  maintenance  of  the  Navy, 
but  by  the  Act  of  Union  it  was  provided 
that  she  should  pay  the  annual  charge 
upon  her  debt  contracted  before  the 
Union — her  debt-charge  at  the  time 
being  £100,000  per  annum— and  should 
contribute  two-seventeenths  of  the 
joint  expenditure  of  the  United  King- 
dom. Now,  this  was  the  decision  of 
the  Commission,  that  the  Act  of  Union 
placed  upon  Ireland  a  burden  which 
events  showed  she  was  unable  to  bear  ; 
and  that  the  resources  of  Ireland  as  con- 
trasted with  those  of  Great  Britain  were 
then  and  had  been  for  a  long  time  much 
more  heavily  taxed.     Those  facts  were 
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not  disputed  by  any  member  of  the  Com- 
mission or  by  any  witnesses  examined  by 
the  Commission ;  and  all  the  Commis- 
sioners except  one  admitted  that,  con- 
trasting the  taxable  capacity  of  the  two 
countries,    Ireland's    proper  proportion 
of  contribution   to  revenue  could  not 
exceed  one-twentieth  of  that  of  Great 
Britain,  whilst  her  taxation  amounted 
to  one-eleventh.    Why,  then,  do  you  not 
admit    the    conclusions     of    the    Com- 
mission— namely,     that      Ireland     has 
been  overtaxed  to  the  extent  of  three 
millions  per  year.    Now,  a  great  deal  of 
stress  is  laid  upon  the  fact  that  Ireland 
and  England  were  treated  for  Imperial 
purposes  as  one  entity,    but  for  local 
purposes  as  separate  entities.   There  was 
no  question  as  to  separate  entities.   That 
was  recognised  by  Mr.  Goschen,  a  Con- 
servative Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
in  1890,  when,  after  consulting  with  his 
colleagues,  he  moved    for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Committee  to   inquire  into 
the  "  equity  of  the  financial   relations 
in  regard  to  the  resources    and    popu- 
lation   of    the    three    kingdoms."      It 
was   recognised  by  this   House,  which 
accepted  his  motion,  and  which  ordered 
the  preparation  of  expensive  Returns, 
all  based  on  the  assumption  that  Great 
Britain     and    Ireland    were     separate 
countries  for  financial   purposes.     One 
entity  was  absolutely  inconsistent  with 
the  terms  of  reference  to  the  Commis- 
sion, which  were  published  in  The  Times 
and  all  the  other  papers  when  it  was 
appointed  in    1894,  and  which  should 
have  been  attacked  then  if  they  were 
founded     on     wrong     principles.      The 
whole  history  of  the  financial  relations 
between    Great    Britain    and    Ireland 
from    the    earliest    times   is    in    direct 
opposition  to  the  theory  of  one  entity. 
There  never  has  been  absolute  uniformity 
of  taxation  between  the  two  countries, 
and  all  attempts  at  such  uniformity  have 
been   made  in  direct   contravention   of 
the  spirit  and  words  of  the  Act  of  Union, 
as  will  be  seen  from  the  speeches  of  Pitt 
and  Castlereagh.     The  Act  of  Union  con- 
tains special  provisions  for  the  separate 
treatment  of  the  two  countries  even  after 
the  aboUtion  of  the  separate  Exchequers, 
and  for  more  than  fifty  years  after  the 
Act  of  Union  this  separate  treatment 
prevailed,  e.g.,  the   tobacco   duties  were 
not    assimilated    until    the    year    1819, 
Dr,  Ambrose. 


the  stamp  duties  until  the  year  1842, 
the  spirit  duties  until  the  year  1858,  and 
the  income-tax   was   not   imposed    until 
the    year     1853.      The    proceedings    of 
the  Parliamentary  session  of  1896  prove 
absolutely  that  England  and  Ireland  are 
separate  entities  not  only  as  far  as  legis- 
lation is  concerned,  but  also  for  financial 
purposes.    Take,  as  an  example,  the  Agri- 
cultural Rates  Act.    The  area  of  culti- 
vated   land    in    Ireland    is    15,000,000 
acres,  with  a  rateable  value  of  £9,000,000; 
the  area  of  cultivated  land  in  England 
and  Wales  is  27,000,000  acres,  with  a 
rateable     value     of    £33,000,000.     The 
local  taxation  in  Ireland,  included  in  poor 
rate  and  county  cess,  levied  on  agricul- 
tural land   equals   half  that    levied  in 
England.     The  amount  given  to  English 
farmers   under  the   Agricultural   Rates 
Act,  1896,  out  of  the  Imperial  Exchequer 
to  pay  one-half  of  the  rate  for  five  years 
was  £1,600,000 ;    therefore  the  amount 
to  which  Irish  farmers  were  entitled  on 
the  same  principle  was  £800,000  accord- 
ing to  local  taxation,  £888,888  according 
to  the   number  of  acres,   or  £436,363 
according  to  valuation.     But  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  excluded  Ireland 
from  the  Agricultural  Rates  Act  on  the 
ground  that  she  was  a  separate  entity, 
and  always  treated  as  such  in    matters 
of   finance,   and   he   put  not  £888,888, 
but    £180,000     on     the    shelf   until   a 
separate     Bill     was      brought     in     for 
Ireland.     But    some    say    that    Ireland 
receives  back  through  expenditure  for 
local  purposes  more  than  an  equivalent 
for  the  amount  she  pays  in   excessive 
taxation.     My  answer  to  that  is,  Can  the 
preservation  of  order,  the  enforcement 
of  the  law,  the  administration  of  justice, 
and  the  collection  of  the  Imperial  revenim 
in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  be 
regarded    as    other    than    of    Imperial 
interest  1    It  is  not  Irishmen  alone  that 
are  interested  in  the  civil  government  of 
Ireland.     It  is   maintained  not   merely 
for  the  benefit  of  Irishmen,  but  because 
England  is  deeply  interested  in  it.    It 
is  managed  exclusively  as  Imperial  and 
by    the    Imperial   Parliament.     If  the 
Irish  civil  government  is  too  costly,  it  i-^ 
due  to  the  Imperial  ParUament,  not  to- 
Irishmen. 

Under  the  Act  of  Union,  except  m 
one  particular,  there  was  no  provision 
made   for  any   recognition    of  separate 
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entities    in   the   legislation   that  was   to 
follow.     There  was  to  be  one  Parliament 
for  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  it  was   supposed  that 
the    laws    passed    by    that    Parliament 
would  be  common  to  the  whole  of  that 
Kingdom.     The  one  exception  was  that 
if  was  specially  provided  that  in  regard 
to  finance  there  should  be  separate  treat- 
ment ;  separate  entities  were  recognised 
and    separate    interests    defined.      The 
Act     of     Union     also    made    provision  i 
for  the  time  when  separate  exchequers  ' 
might    be   no   longer   necessary   by  de- 
claring   that    particular   exemptions   or 
abatements  should  be  made  in  the  case 
of  Ireland  and  in  that  part  of  Great 
Britain  called  Scotland,  as  circumstances 
mightappear  from  time  totimetodemand.  ' 
The  laws  of  the  two  countries  aredifferent,  j 
as,  for  example,  the  land  laws,  the  educa- ' 
tion    laws,    the    ecclesiastical   laws,    the  j 
liquor  laws,  and  the  local    government  i 
laws.     I  have  shown  that  the  treatment  * 
was  different  as  far  as  the  Agricultural 
Rates  Act  is  concerned  ;  it  was  different 
also  with  regard  to  the  Parish  Councils 
Act.     Moreover,  you  have  not  in  Eng- 
land the  luxury  of  a  Lord  Lieutenant 
at  a  salary  of  over  £20,000  a  year,  and 
you  have  not  a  Chief  Secretary  who  gets  , 
£4,425    a    year.     You    have    not    had' 
Coercion  Acts,  twenty-five  of  which  have 
been  passed  since  the  Act  of  Union,  and 
one  of  which  is  now  a  permanent  Act.  , 
You  have  not  had  Land  Acts,  twenty-five 
of  which  were  introduced  between  1819  , 
and  1867,  but  not  passed,  and  six  since.  ! 
And,  of  course,  you   have   not  a  Land  ! 
Commission,    with    annual    salaries    of 
£66,733. 

There  was  no  fiscal  union  in  1801. 
Pitt's  scheme  was  that  Ireland  should 
be  taxed  according  to  the  amount  she 
could  bear,  and  that  there  should  be  a 
periodic  review  of  the  cost  of  her  govern- 
ment. You  have  never  reviewed  that 
cost,  and,  therefore,  I  say  that  you  have 
violated  the  Act  of  Union.  Until  1817 
there  was  an  Irish  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  an  Irish  Debt,  and  an  Irish 
Budget  every  year.  These  disappeared, 
but  the  separate  fiscal  treatment  of  Ire- 
land practically  continued.  For  example. 
Sir  Robert  Peel  refrained  from  levying 
the  income  tax  in  Ireland  when  it  was 
imposed  in  Great  Britain  in  1841.    When 


the  police  force  was  created  he  arranged 
that  half  its  cost  should  be  paid  out  of 
Imperial  taxes,  and  in  1846  he  made 
that  arrangement  apply  to  the  other 
half.  After  the  death  of  Sir  Robert  Peel, 
on  2nd  'luly,  1850,  the  principle  was 
asserted  for  the  first  time  that  all  articles 
should  pay  the  same  duty  ih  each  country. 
Thus  at  one  blow  were  abolished  Pitt  s 
precautions  which  had  been  inserted  in 
the  Act  of  Union  for  the  protection  of 
Ireland — namely,  first,  a  fixed  contribu- 
tion, and,  secondly,  a  periodic  review  of 
the  ability  of  Ireland  to  pay  her  contribu- 
tion. Pitt  based  the  contributions  of 
England  and  Ireland  on  the  capacity  of 
each  country  in  the  year  1800.  Either 
country  might  develop  more  rapidly 
than  the  other,  or  the  one  might  go  back 
while  the  other  went  forward.  In 
either  case,  according  to  Pitt's  arrange- 
ment, a  new  fiscal  poHcy  should  have 
been  established. 

Now  let  me  contrast  the  position  of 
England 'and  Ireland  at  the  time  of  tie 
Union  with  their  position  in  1853,  when 
you  assimilated  the  taxes  in  both  coun- 
tries, and  see  how  far  you  were  justified 
in  that  assimilation.  In  1800  the  pros- 
perity of  England  and  Ireland  depended 
mainly  on  agriculture,  and  the  popula- 
tion of  Ireland  was  about  half  as  large 
as  that  of  Great  Britain.  In  1801  the 
population  of  Ireland  was  4,500,000, 
while  that  of  England  was  8,892,536. 
But  what  was  the  position  in  1853  ?  Jn 
that  year,  instead  of  Pitt's  scheme  of  a 
fixed  contribution  and  a  periodic  review 
of  the  financial  capacity  of  both  countrier^ 
you  levied  the  same  rates  of  duty  on  the- 
same  commeniities  in  both  countries, 
although  the  population  had  varied  in 
Ireland  from  4,500,000,  in  1801,  to 
6,198,984,  in  1853,  an  increase  only  of 
1,698,984;  whereas  in  England  the 
variation  was  from  8.892,536  to- 
19,100,000,  an  increase  of  10,207,464. 
If  Ireland  had  advanced  in  the  same 
proportion  as  England  her  population 
in  1853  would  have  been,  not  6,198,984,. 
but  10,588,235,  or  4,389,251  more  than 
it  actually  was.  Therefore,  I  say  that 
there  was  no  justification  for  the  taxation 
of  1853.  It  was  arranged  by  the  Act  of 
Union  that  each  nation  should  be 
charged  with  its  own  ante-Union  debt. 
This  would  have  been  as  just  to  Ireland  as^. 
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to   England    but  for  one  consideration, 
namely,  that  by  far  the  greater  portion 
•of  the  ante-Union  debt  of  Ireland  was 
the  result  of  the  fooling  of  the  English 
Government  subsequently  to  the  recall 
•of  Lord  Fitzwilliam.     For  example,  you 
charged  the  Irish   Exchequer  with  the 
•cost  of  all  the  bayonets  and  bribes  with 
which   the   Union   had    been   procured. 
You   gave    Lord    Downshire    £52,500 ; 
Lord  Ely,  £45,000  ;  the  Earl  of  Carrick 
And  Lord  Clanmorris,  £14,000  each  ;  Sir 
Hercules  Langrishe,  £13,862  ;  the  Duke 
•of    Leinster,     £13,800 ;  Lord    Lismore, 
jei2,300;  the  Earl  of  Ludlow,  the  Earl 
of   Shannon,    and    Lord  Tara,    £7,500 
^ach  ;  the  Hon.  E.  Massey,  £6,850  ;  and 
Lord  Masserene,  whose  name  is  fresh  in 
the  mind  of    every  Irishman,   and  his 
three     brothers,     £15,000     each.     Alto- 
•gether,  the  cost  of  the  Union  was  over 
£21,000,000,  and  we  had  to  pay  it.     As 
1  shall  directly  show,  it  was  added  to  the 
taxation    of    Ireland.      You  wanted  an 
excuse    to    amalgamate    the    two    Ex- 
chequers.    The    debt    of    Ireland,    un- 
redeemed,   funded,    and    unfunded,    in 
1793,  stood  at  £2,253,000;  in  1798,  it 
was  £10,130,000  ;  in  1801  it  had  jumped 
to  £28,541,000;  and  in   1817  it  stood 
•at  the  enormous  figure  of  £112,704,773. 
The  debt  of  England,  on  the  other  hand, 
stood  at  £450,504,984  in  1800,  and  had 
increased    in     1817    to    £734,522,104. 
That  is  to  say,  in  sixteen  years  the  debt 
of   Ireland   had   quadrupled,    while   the 
debt    of    England     had    increased     by 
iscarcely  more  than  one-half.       In  1811 
the  Exchequers  were  amalgamated,  and 
Ireland   was  saddled  with  a  portion  of 
the  vast  ante-Union  debt  of  England, 
which    had    been    incurred    by   you    in 
trying  to  carry  the  Union,  and  in  your 
war  with  France. 

It  is  said  that  a  great  deal  of  this 
money  is  spent  in  Ireland.  Let  us  see 
how  it  is  spent.  Whenever  we  have  a 
•debate  here  on  Irish  Estimates,  if  we 
attempt  to  reduce  the  cost  of  administra- 
ttion  we  are  told  that  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  have  this  expenditure  in 
Ireland,  and  that  we  must  pay  it.  Let 
us  see  how  it  compares  with  England. 
The  population  is  as  one  to  eight.  The 
respective  annual  cost  in  Ireland  and 
England  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  is  £130,000  and  £166,000,  or  as 
If  our  to   five ;  of   the   Board   of   Public 

Dr.  Ambrose. 


Works,  £33,000  and  £51,000,  or  as  two 
to  three ;  in  respect  of  law  charges, 
£59,000  and  £95,000,  or  more  than  half 
as  much ;  of  the  superior  courts, 
£113,000  and  £325,000,  or  more  than 
one-third  as  much ;  and  of  prison.s 
£119,000  and  £607,000,  or  as  one  to 
^ve ;  and  the  number  of  prisoners  in 
Ireland  is  a  great  deal  smaller  than  the 
number  in  England.  Let  me  give  an 
example  of  how  Ireland  is  charged  for 
service  that  is  purely  English.  The  cost 
of  the  collection  of  Imperial  revenue  in 
Ireland  is  classified  as  an  expenditure  on 
an  '*  Irish  service,"  although  in  the 
period  of  the  separate  exchequers,  when 
the  charge  in  Ireland  was  relatively 
much  higher  than  in  Great  Britain,  it 
was  treated,  not  as  a  separate  charge, 
but  as  a  part  of  the  joint  expenditure. 
The  whole  of  the  cost  of  the  British  Army, 
the  British  Navy,  and  the  British 
National  Debt,  is  classified  as  expendi- 
ture on  '*  Imperial  services,"  whereas 
they  ought  to  be  classified  as  purely 
British  services,  because  they  are  of  no 
advantage  to  Ireland.  I  heard  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  saying  that 
the  Army  and  Navy  are  of  great  benefit 
to  Ireland.  I  cannot  see  it.  If  Ireland 
ceased  to  exist  to-morrow,  the  cost  of 
these  services  would  be  just  as  high  as  it 
is  now.  The  Navy  is  an  insurance  for 
your  commerce.  We  have  no  commerce 
to  protect ;  you  destroyed  that.  And 
the  same  may  be  said  with  regard  to  the 
Army. 

When  the  constitution  of  1782  was  es- 
tablished and  during  the  next  ten  years 
the  taxation  of  Ireland  did  not  exceed 
£1,000,000.  It  was  adequate  for  the 
defrayal  of  her  expenditure,  for  her 
public  debt  of  about  £2,000,000  re- 
mained without  any  alteration  from 
the  opening  of  the  period  to  its  close. 
Seven  years  after  the  conclusion  of  this 
period — at  the  passing  of  the  Act  of 
Union— the  taxation  of  Ireland  increased 
from  £1,000,000  to  £2,000,000  per 
annum,  her  expenditure  from  £1,000,000 
to  £7,000,000,  her  debt  from  £2,000,000 
to  £28,000,000,  and  her  debt  charge 
from  £100,000  to  £1,250,000  per 
annum.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
policy  of  every  English  Government 
in  Ireland,  T^hether  it  be  Liberal  or 
Unionist,  is  the  same,  viz.,  to  drive  the 
people  out  of  the  country,  and  to  demand 
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that  those  who  remain  should  pay  more  in 
taxation.    For  example.     In  the  fifteen 
years    during     which      the     following 
right    hon.    Gentlemen    occupied     the 
position  of   Chief    Secretary — viz.,   Mr. 
Forster,    Sir    G.    Trevelyan,    the    pre- 
sent   Leader    of    the     Opposition,    the 
Member  for  the   Dartford  Division   of 
Kent,   the    Member   for   the    Montrose 
Burghs,  the  present  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  the  Member  for  North  Leeds, 
and  the  present  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade — one-seventh  of  the  Irish  people 
were  forced  to  emigrate,  while  the  taxa- 
tion of  the  remainder  was  increased  by 
one-seventh.    The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer quoted  railway,  banking,  and 
post-office  statistics  to  show  that  Ireland 
was  a  great  deal  better  off  now  than  she 
has  been  in  the  past.      I  think  finan- 
cial experts  could  be  obtained  to  prove 
the  fallacy  of  his  argument.    If  we  take 
the  produce  of  the  land  in  Ireland  for  any 
two  years  and  compare  the  prices  I  think 
that  will  be  a  far  better  test,  because  the 
farmers  are  really  the  taxpayers  of  Ire- 
land— not    the    few    people    who    have 
money  in  banks  or  railways.     Taking  the 
years  1881  and  1899   prices  were  as  fol- 
lows: — Wheat  per  112  lbs.,  9s.  5d.  and 
6s.  Ifd.  ;  oats,  6s.  3fd.  and  5s.  2id. ; 
barley,    Ts.    5Jd.    and    6s.    7|d. ;    hay, 
2s.  6f d.  and  28.  3fd. ;  potatoes,  3s.  and 
2s.  9id- ;  butter,  £5  8s.  4d.  and  £4  15s.4d.; 
pork,  £2  12s.  3d.  and  £1  17s.  5fd. ;  flax, 
per  14  lbs.,  6s.  lid.  and  6s.  5Jd.  ;  wool, 
per  1  lb.,  lid.  and  6|d.  ;  eggs,  per  120, 
78.  3d.  and  6s.  7fd. ;  beef,  per  112  lbs., 
£3  4s.  Ofd.  and  £2  15s.  Ijd. ;  mutton,  per 
112  lbs.,  £3  lOs.  lid.  and  £2  19s.  6d. 
The  same  may  be  said  with  regard  to 
cattle.    Two-year-olds  fetched  £9  1 7s.  in 
1881,  and  £9  2s.  Id.  in  1899  ;  three-year- 
olds,  £12  6d-  3d.  against  £11  9s.  4d.  ;  and 
in  regard  to  sheep,  lambs  fetched  £1  6s.  7d 
in  1881  and  £1  4s.  4d.  in  1899  ;  over 
twelve  and  under  twenty-four  months 
old  fetched  £2  against  £1  138.  3d.  ;  and 
two-year-o^lds  and  over  fetched  £2  3s.  8d. 
against  £1  15s.  2d.     Then  take  the  area 
<M  cultivated  land  in  two  different  years 
and  compare  them.     Taking  the  period 
from  1855  and  1900,  the  area  under  oats 
had  decreased  by  1,013,808  acres  ;  under 
wheat    by  391  954 ;  under  barley,    by 
52,633  ;  under  flax,  by  49,624  ;  under 
potatoes,  by  328,222  ;  and  under  turnips, 
by  69,094,    The  only  direction  in  which 


during  that  period  there  was  an  increase 
was  in  regard  to   meadows.     Meadows 
increased  by  850,908  acres,  and  anybody 
who  knows  anjrthing  about  land  in  Ire- 
land knows  that  a  farmer  only  turns  his^ 
land  to  meadaw  when  he  is  on  the  down- 
grade.    Altogether    there    has    been    a 
decrease  of  1,008,191  acres  under  culti- 
vation in  1900,  as  compared  with  1855. 
The  total  decrease  in  value  of  farm  pro- 
duce from  1881  to  1896  was  £19,174,853, 
whereas  the  reduction  in  rent  in  the 
same  time  was  only  about  £1,219,707. 
Consequently,  I  say  that  these  are  strong^ 
reasons  why  Ireland  should  receive  the 
benefits  of  the  seventh  Article  of  the  Act 
of  Union   under  which  it  was  provided 
that  she  should  receive  abatements  and: 
exemptions.      Coming  to  the  question  of 
industries,  and  comparing  the  facts  withf 
the  statement  of  the  Chancellor  of  the- 
Exchequer  that  Ireland  was  better  off 
now  than  she  has  been  for  a  good  many 
years  we  find  that  the  number  of  farmers 
in  1841   was  1,844,000    and    in  1891,, 
986,000 — a   decrease   in   fifty   years   ot 
858,000.    The  number  of  labourers  and 
farm-servants  in  1841   was   1,326,000;: 
in  1881    329,000— a  decrease  in  forty 
years  of  997,000.    Then  take  the  linen- 
industry.     The  number  of  yards  of  linen 
made  in  Ireland  in  1866  was  190,000,00( ,. 
in    1900,    140,000,000— a    decrease    in 
thirty-four  years   of   50,000,000   yards. 
The  number  of  workers  in  linen,  wool, 
and  silk  decreased  from  690,000  in  1841 
to  130,000  in  1891— a  decrease  of  560,000' 
in  fifty  years.     The  number  employed  in; 
building  in  1841  was  72,000  ;  in  1891,. 
56,000— a   decrease   of    16,000    in   fifty 
years.     The   total   employed    in    manu- 
factures in  1841  was  989,000  ;  in  1881,. 
379,000 — a   decrease   in  forty  yeaig  of 
610,000.    What  has  been  the  effect  of 
the  Act  of  Union  in  Ireland  1    I  say  that 
it   has   been  to   increase  taxation    and 
diminish  population.    Take  the  poll  tax — 
the  tax  for  all  purposes — the  amount  an 
Irishman    has    to    pay    under    British 
government  for  the  privilege  of  living  in- 
Ireland.     In  1795  it  was  9s.  with  a  popu- 
lation of  4,500,000  ;  in  1896   with  prac- 
tically the  same  population — 4,571,000 — 
it  had  risen  to  49s.     Local  taxation  from 
1 866  to  1895  increased  byl,303,725,whil^ 
the  population  decreased  by  1,083,625. 
Imperial  taxation  in  1840  amounted  to 
13s.  2d.  per  head  with  a  population  of. 
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8,199,853  ;  in  1894  it  had  gone  up  to 
£1  13s.  4d.,  an  increase  of  £1  Os.  2d., 
while  the  population  had  decreased  by 
3,599,245.  Pauperism  increased  from 
52-45  per  1,000  in  18GG  to  95*08  per 
1,000  in  1894,  during  which  period  the 
population  decreased  by  1,039,926.  In 
England,  on  the  other  hand,  between 
1864  and  1894  pauperism  decreased 
from  43 -7  per  1,000  to  25  5  and  the 
population  increased  by  8,641,469.  That 
is,  it  is  doubled  in  Ireland  while  it  is 
practically  halved  in  England.  The 
number  of  emigrants  from  Ireland  in 
the  period  from  1837  to  1900  was 
4,975,058  of  whom  83  per  cent,  were 
between  the  ages  of  fifteen  and  thirty- 
five.  The  number  who  died  from  famine 
between  1837  and  1886  was  1,225,000, 
while  altogether  there  disappeared  owing 
to  famine,  emigration,  and  eviction  be- 
tween 1837  and  1900  9,888,053.  No 
country  on  the  face  of  the  earth  can  show 
such  a  record  of  the  disappearance  of 
population  as  that  of  Ireland.  Lunacy 
increased  from  one  in  every  1,291  in- 
habitants in  the  year  1851  to  one  in 
•^ every  222  in  1898.  These  are  the 
reasons  why  I  think  Ireland  is  entitled  to 
the  benefits  of  the  seventh  Article  of  the 
Act  of  Union.  Since  the  amalgamation 
of  the  Exchequers  you  have  built  up  in 
this  country  one  of  the  richest  nations  in 
the  world,  while  in  Ireland  you  have  left 
nothing  but  ruin  and  desolation  all  over 
the  land. 

*Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) : 
It  might  have  been  expected  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would 
make  an  able  speech  in  reply  to 
that  made  by  my  hon.  friend  on  the 
•  other  side.  We  have  got  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  case  of  the  Govern- 
ment against  this  motion,  and  it  will  be 
the  business  of  Irish  representatives 
during  the  remainder  of  the  debate  to 
answer  as  far  as  we  can  that  case.  I  am 
bound  to  say,  however,  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  placed  as  many  diflS- 
culties  in  our  way  as  possible.  It  is  not 
the  usual  method  of  procedure  in  this 
House  to  fling  columns  of  statistics  at 
the  head  of  the  House  without  Members 
having  had  some  opportunity  of  ex- 
amining them,  but  we  must  take  them 
tis  they  are.  I  propose  to  call  attention, 
•before  I  deal  with  the  merits  of  the  case 

Dr,  Ambrose. 


itself,  to  one  or  two  statements  made  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  He  com- 
menced by  a  statement  that  the  Act  of 
Union  contemplated  the  abolition  of  the 
separate  financial  treatment  of  Ireland. 
He  condemned  my  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  North  Dublin  for  some  of  the 
language  that  he  used  about  that  Act. 
I  am  not  going  to  use  any  language  about 
it,  save  this  :  that  I  should  be  curious  to 
see  the  EngUshman  who  would  read 
through  the  history  of  that  period  and 
come  away  with  any  very  high  opinion, 
not  of  the  Act  of  Union,  but  of  the 
methods  of  this  country  in  carrying  it. 
I  want  to  challenge  the  statement  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that  the 
Act  of  Union  contemplated  the  aboUtion 
of  the  separate  financial  treatment  of 
Ireland.  Now,  there  is  one  man  who 
must  have  known  what  was  intended 
rather  better  than  the  right  hon.  Gentle 
man.  That  was  Lord  Castlereagh.  Lord 
Castlereagh  wa>  one  of  the  promoters  of 
the  Act — one  of  the  principal  promoters 
— and  one  of  tlie  most  unscrupulous  of 
the  lot.  Lord  (Jastlereagh  made  what 
the  intentions  of  the  Government  were 
at  that  time  perfectly  clear.  He  said 
in  one  of  his  spt  4*ohes — 

"  Afl  for  the  future,  it  is  expected  that  the 
two  countries  shouM  move  forward  toffetber 
and  unite  with  rcj^MrJ  to  their  expenses  in  the 
measure  of  their  rcUtive  abilities.'* 

Lat^r,  he  s  lid — 

"By  their  being  a  provision  for  revision.** 

That  was  a  provision  that  the  financial 
basis  of  the  Union  was  to  be  reconsidered 
after  a  lapse  of  t  wenty  years — 

**By  there  bein^'  a  provision  for  revision 
Ireland  has  the  utmost  possible  security  that 
she  cannot  be  iiwvd  beyond  the  measure  of  her 
comparative  ability,  and  that  the  ratio  of  her 
oonUibutions  nni  St  ever  correspond  with  her 
relative  wealth  uikI  prosperity.** 

Lord  Castl<  rcagh  must  have  knowa 
the  intention  of  t  he  promoters  of  the  Act 
of  Union  much  hotter  than  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  or  any  Uving  statesman 
to-day,  and  what  Lord  Castlereagh 
assured  Parli.niirnt  was  that  in  future 
Ireland  was  not  to  be  taxed  beyond  her 
relative  weait  h  a  nd  prosperity.  The  Chin- 
cellorof  the  Kxchequer  has  made  another 
extraordinary  statement.  He  stated 
what  was  pcitt ctly  true,  that  England 
has  made  a  ;j:o(>d  many  grants  to  Ireland, 
and  he  gave  as  an  instance  the  £750,000 
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which  was  given  to  Ireland  under  the 
Local  Government  Act  of  1898.  That 
is  a  rather  unfortunate  instance  to  pick 
out,  because  how  did  Ireland  get  that 
amount  ?  In  the  first  place,  it  was  an 
equivalent  grant  to  the  grant  made  to 
England  under  the  Agricultural  Rates 
Act.  When  the  Agricultural  Rates  Act 
was  passing  through  the  House  a  motion 
was  made  to  apply  it  to  Ireland.  That 
motion  was  rejected  by  the  House.  A 
motion  was  made  shortly  afterwards — 
a  direct  motion — calling  for  this  equiva- 
lent grant.  What  happened  ?  Did  Ire- 
land get  it  ?  Not  at  all.  The  Govern- 
ment opposed  it.  The  House  voted  it 
down.  But  we  got  it  in  the  Local 
Government  Act,  not  out  of  charity,  but 
because  there  was  a  necessity  to  buy  off 
the  opposition  of  the  Irish  landlords  to 
local  government.  That  grant  was 
•ostensibly  given  to  buy  off  the  Irish  land- 
lords'opposition,  and  nobody  ever  thought 
of  challenging  it.  I  think  that  was  a 
most  unfortunate  illustration  for  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  use  as  to 
the  generosity  of  England  towards 
Ireland. 

With  regard  to  the  question  of  the 
separate  treatment  of  Ireland,  surely  it 
is  plain  that  alike  in  the  Act  of  Union 
itself  and  in  the  Act  of  1817,  when  the 
Exchequers  were  amalgamated,  separate 
treatment  was  clearly  laid  down,  and  as 
a  simple  matter  of  historic  fact  the 
separate  treatment  was  maintained 
until  1853,  and  Ireland  was  up 
to  that  time  exempt  from  income 
tax  and  from  the  high  spirit  duties. 
I  confess  that  on  this  question  I  am 
in  a  somewhat  difficult  position.  I 
have  never  before,  although  this  ques- 
tion has  been  before  the  House^  for  five 
years,  been  able  to  take  part  in  the  debate. 
I  was  muzzled.  Historically  I  agree  with 
the  Nationalist  party,  but  practically 
I  see  almost  insuperable  diflSculties  in 
the  way  of  some  of  the  proposals  made  for 
settling  this  question.  Let  me  say  first 
that  the  English  case  is  an  impossible 
case.  What  is  the  English  position  in 
this  matter  1  Ireland  says  in  effect  that 
a  financial  wrong  has  been  done  to  her 
«ver  since  the  Act  of  Union  was  passed, 
that  the  predominant  and  the  rich 
partner  has  done  the  poorer  partner  a 
financial  wrong.  That  is  the  case  of 
Ireland,  and  that  is  the  case  which  had 


been  put  forward  to-night.  England's 
answer  is  simply  to  plead  "  not  guilty," 
but  the  case  between  the  two  countries 
was  referred  by  the  House  to  a  competent 
tribunal.  The  finding  of  that  tribunal 
went  against  England, 

The  Commission  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  case  was  appointed  by  Royal 
Warrant.  It  consisted  of  fifteen  mem- 
bers, eight  of  whom  were  Englishmen. 
It  had  for  its  chairman  a  gentleman 
who  had  served  in  more  than  one  Liberal 
Cabinet,  and  who  had  served  the  high 
office  of  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
It  numbered  in  its  ranks  financial 
experts— men  like  Lord  Wei  by  and  Lord 
Farrer— and  it  examined  as  witnesses  all 
the  representatives  of  the  Treasury  who 
could  be  of  any  u^se  in  making  the  English 
case.  But  I  confess  that  I  am  not  im- 
pressed with  the  plea  of  '*  not  guilty." 
England  is  one  of  the  parties  to  the  suit. 
She  is  the  defendant,  and  she  is  not  the 
first  defendant  who  has  pleaded  "  not 
guilty.''  I  take  leave  to  say  that,  while 
the  verdict  of  that  Commission  stands 
as  it  does,  until  the  Government  reverses 
that  verdict  by  a  higher  and  more  com- 
petent tribunal,  the  plea  of  '*  not  guilty  " 
is  of  no  avail.  It  is  maintained  that  this 
was  a  party  Commission  set  up  for  a 
party  purpose.     Very  welL 

We  were  promised  a  second  Commis- 
sion; why  has  it  not  sat?  We  were 
distinctly  promised  a  second  Commission 
and  it  has  not  sat  at  all.  And  why  ?  Lord 
Salisbury  has  answered  the  question. 
He  said  he  found  so  many  people 
anxious  to  serve  who  knew  nothing 
about  the  subject,  and  so  few  who  knew 
anything  about  it  were  willing,  that  the 
Government  had  given  it  up.  The 
Government  have  retired  from  the  fray, 
and  they  are  content  to  allow  the  verdict 
of  the  Royal  Commission  to  stand,  and 
so  long  as  the  verdict  stands  the  plea  of 
**  not  guilty  "  is  of  no  avail  That  plea 
was  put  in  before  the  Royal  Commission, 
and  the  Commission  found  against 
England.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer very  properly  attributed  more 
importance  to  practical  matters  than 
to  the  history  of  this  matter.  I  will  deal 
with  the  practical  results  by-and-bye. 
The  history  of  the  question  is  very  brief 
and  I  take  leave  to  say  here  that  in  no 
transaction    of    a    financial    character 
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between  the  two  countries  since  the  Act 
of  Union  was  passed  has  the  p  orer 
country  ever  got  the  benefit.  On  the 
contrary,  in  every  financial  transaction 
which  has  taken  place  the  poorer  country 
has  suffered  at  the  hands  of  the  richer. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  contribution  fixed 
by  the  Act  of  Union.  That  was  imposed 
by  the  stronger  partner  against  the 
weaker  one.  The  whole  Irish  Parlia- 
ment stood  up  and  protested  against  it. 
They  prophesied  that  that  contribution 
would  bring  disaster  to  their  country, 
but  they  were  not  Ustened  to.  What 
was  the  result  ?  The  arrangement  was 
passed,  and  seventeen  years  afterwards 
— three  years  before  the  allotted  time  had 
expired — the  question  had  to  be  faced 
afresh,  because  of  the  disaster  which  had 
attended  the  arrangement.  As  G  rattan 
pointed  out  at  that  time,  what  would 
have  been  simply  a  feather's  weight  to 
England  was  a  millstone  round  the  neck 
of  Ireland.  The  result  was  that  the  whole 
question  had  to  be  faced  afresh,  simply 
because  Ireland  was  unable  to  bear  the 
burden  which  England  had  placed 
upon  her. 

Take  the  period  from  1817  to  the 
present  time,  and  I  hope  English  Mem- 
bers will  pay  some  attention  to  the  facts 
I  am  going  to  state.  In  the  year  1853 
Mr.  Gladstone,  with  a  surplus  of 
£1,000,000  sterling  in  his  hands, 
deliberately  introduced  into  Ireland  for 
the  first  time  the  income  tax.  Mr. 
Gladstone  was  a  great  master  of  finance, 
and  he  said  that  the  income  tax  would 
only  be  a  temporary  impost,  and  he 
put  it  as  lasting  for  a  period  of  seven 
years.  He  mentioned  what  has  been 
called  a  set-off  to  the  imposition  of  the 
income  tax.  He  took  the  consolidated 
annuities,  as  they  were  called,  which  had 
accumulated  out  of  the  distress  of  the 
famine,  amounting  to  £4,000,000,  and 
he  proposed  to  clear  that  debt  off  and 
relieve  Ireland  from  that  burden.  That 
was  to  be  the  set-off  against  the  imposi- 
tion of  the  income  tax.  But  the  income 
tax  in  Ireland  has  lasted  ever  since.  This 
is  an  instance  of  what  I  mean  when  I  say 
that,  in  every  financial  deal  with  England, 
Ireland  has  got  the  worst  of  it.  The 
consolidated  annuities  amounted  to 
£4,000,000  ;  but  since  1853,  when  the 
income  tax  was  imposed,  as  a  temporary 
measure,  England   has  got  out  of  that 
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poor  country  £2!»,000,000  sterling  in 
income  tax  for  that  £4,000,000.  And 
yet  you  call  this  a  set-off  !  Then  came 
the  equalisation  of  the  spirit  duty.  As 
hon.  Members  will  expect,  I  am  not  pro- 
foundly concerned  in  this  question.  I 
know  exactly  where  the  shoe  pinches^ 
and  if  the  Irish  people  were  wise  upon 
this  matter,  and  would  take  my  advice, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  have 
to  look  out  for  his  taxation  in  a  different 
way. 

Sir  David  Barbour  is  a  great  authority 
at  the  present  moment,  and  I  hold  him 
in    as   high    esteem  as  anyone  on  the 
Treasury  Bench.     Sir  David   Barbour 
differed  from  his  colleagues  upon  the 
Commission,  and  he  took  the  English 
as    against    the     Irish     view     of     the 
situation.     He  states  perfectly  frankly 
that  Mr.  Gladstone  imposed  £2,000,000 
between    1853   and    1860    too    much,, 
and    that     the    circumstances    of    the 
case  were  not  sufficiently   taken  into 
account.     Let  us  see  what  the  circum- 
stances were.     This  was  a  period  five 
years  after  a  great  famine,  such  as  had 
never  visited  Ireland  before.     It  was  a 
famine  in  which  thousands  of  people 
died  simply  from  hunger  and  starvatior. 
This  taxation  was  imposed  when  agri- 
culture,  which   was  then  the  leading 
industry  in  Ireland,  was  fighting  the 
disturbance  caused  in  Ireland  by  Free 
Trade,  and  it  must  be  remembered  that 
whatever  the  advantages  of  Free  Trade 
have  been  to  England — and  I  admit  them 
all,  for  I  am  a  Free  Trader    myself— 
nobody  can  pretend  to  believe  that  the 
advantages  of  Free  Trade  to  Ireland  were 
of    the    same    character.     Free    Trade 
ruined  Ireland's  market,  and  in  1853 
she  was  slowly  recovering  from  the  dis- 
turbance caused  by  Free  Trade.    This 
was   the  time  chosen  to  fix  upon  the 
shoulders  of  the  people  of  Ireland  an 
additional£2,000,000of  taxation, in  spite 
of  the  provision  to  the  contrarycontained 
in   the    Act   of    Union.     Anyone  who 
examines  the  whole  case  must  be  driven 
to    the   conclusion   which    Sir    David 
J  Barbour    has    arrived     at,     that    thiK 
j  impost  was  not  just,  and  that  at  the 
I  time  the  whole   circumstances  of  tfce 
country  were  not  sufficiently  considered 
by  the   English    Parliament.     This  is 
another    proof    of    my  statement  that 
wherever  Ireland  has/ 
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in  finance  Ireland  has  been  worsted. 
The  first  instance  was  in  connection 
with  the  Act  of  Union,  and  the  second 
was  the  set-off  of  £4,000,000  against 
£22,000,000  arranged  by  Mr.  Glad- 
stone. Take,  as  another  instance,  the 
disestablishment  of  the  Irish  Church. 
What  happened  then  ]  I  might  give 
one  fact  to  show  how  the  predominant 
partner  can  do  a  little  trick  for  himself. 
The  grant  to  Maynooth  and  the 
Regium  Donum  were  made  by  the  Irish 
Parliament,  for  it  thought  that  Roman 
Catholics  should  be  taught,  and  -at 
the  time  of  the  Union  these  two  grants 
were  transferred  to  the  Consolidated 
Fund.  When  the  Established  Church 
was  disestablished  these  grants,  which 
belonged  to  the  Consolidated  Fund, 
were  placed  on  the  Disestablished 
Church  Fund.  What  England,  in  effect, 
said  to  Ireland  was,  **  You  may  be  a  poor 
country.  We  do  not  force  you  to  pay. 
Drink  less  and  you  will  pay  less. '  *  Some 
people  talk  about  indiscriminate  taxa- 
tion, and  it  is  said  that  we  pay  no  more 
taxes  in  Ireland  than  the  cottager  pays 
in  Gloucestershire.  First  of  all  in  regard 
to  this  argument,  allow  me  to  point  out 
that  Irei  nd  is  not  an  English  county. 
Why  should  Ireland  be  treated  as  an 
English  county  1  No  English  county 
ever  had  a  separate  Parliament,  or  ever 
entered  into  a  Treaty  of  Union  with 
England  and  Scotland.  The  truth  of 
the  matter  is  that  Ireland  before  the  year 
1800  was  a  distinct  entity,  and  by  the 
Treaty^of  Union  that  separate  entity  was 
maintained.  What  right  has  anybody, 
then,  to  treat  Ireland  as  if  it  were 
Gloucestershire  or  Wiltshire  1  Such  a 
thing  is  not  possible,  and  it  is  not  fair. 
My  position  is  that,  historically,  I  am 
with  my  hon.  friends  opposite,  and  I  do 
not  think  that  the  case  can  be  resisted 
upon  historical  grounds. 

Then  there  is  the  question  of  the  set- 
off. I  admit  that  this  set-off  is  a  very 
serious  argument.  What  does  it  amount 
^11  will  take  the  opinion  of  Sir  David 
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Barbour  again.  He  simply  comes  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  whole  expenditure 
upon  the  civil  government  of  Ireland  is 
local  expenditure,  and  that  the  increased 
expenditure  in  this  respect  balances 
the  increased  revenue  derived  from 
Ireland  of  which  we  complain.  I  have 
studied  the  various  Reports  of  the  Com- 
missioners with  some  interest.  Lord 
Welby  and  Lord  Farrer  did  not  commit 
themselves  to  any  such  doctrine.  They 
are  great  financial  experts,  but  they  re- 
fuse to  commit  themselves  to  the  doc- 
trine laid  down  by  Sir  David  Barbour. 
What  they  did  say  was  that  just  as  the 
revenue  from  Ireland  was  excessive, 
so  the  expenditure  was  excessive,  and 
they  must  be  considered  together.  We 
do  not  deny  that.  We  do  not  deny  that 
the  expenditure  in  Ireland  is  excessive, 
for  it  is  our  constant  complaint  that  it  is 
excessive,  and  much  of  it  is  absolutely 
useless,  and  would  be  saved  if  Ireland 
was  governed  as  it  ought  to  be  governed. 
[A  Nationalist  Member  :  It  is  bribery.] 
Mr.  Childers  took  a  fairer  view,  for  he 
endeavoured  to  classify  the  expenditure 
and  to  distinguish  between  Imperial  and 
local  expenditure.  The  remainder  of  his 
colleagues  and  a  majority  of  the  Commis- 
sion find  that  the  whole  expenditure 
of  Ireland  as  provided  by  the  Union 
contract  is  Imperial  and  not  local.  That 
is  the  position  of  affairs,  and  I  think 
Mr.  Childers'  position  is  an  equitable 
and  a  fair  one. 

There  is  much  expenditure  borne  by 
Ireland  locally  which  ought  to  be  Im- 
perial expenditure.  Take  the  Viceregal 
expenses.  Surely  nobody  would  say  that 
the  Viceroy  existed  for  the  benefit  of 
Ireland.  Surely  there  is  nobody  who 
would  commit  himself  to  such  a  theory 
as  that.  Many  years  ago  there  was  a  Bill 
which  passed  its  Second  Reading  in  this 
House  to  abolish  the  Lord  Lieutenancy 
of  Ireland.  My  point  is  that  this  Bill 
received  the  support  of  the  Government 
of  that  day,  but  nobody  can  tell  where  the 
Bill  went  to,  for  we  have  not  heard  of  it 
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since.     Nobody  can  fairly  claim  that  the 
Viceregal  expenditure  in  Ireland  is  local 
expenditure.  It  exists  purely  for  Imperial 
purposes,  and  ought  to   be  treated  as 
such.   Take  the  constabulary.     I  think  it 
is   perfectly  clear  that  the  Irish  people 
should  pay  a  reasonable  portion  for  the 
poUce.     I  think  they  ought  to  pay  for  the 
poUce  just  in  the  same  way  as  the  EngHsh 
and  the  Scotch  people  pay.     That  would 
represent     what     was     local     expendi- 
ture, and  the  balance  ought  to  be  Im- 
perial expenditure.     The  total  expendi- 
ture upon  police  in  Ireland  is  £1,400,000 
per  annum.     Now  if  Ireland  paid  for  the  | 
police   in  the   same   ratio    as    England 
and   Scotland,  the  amount   she    would 
have  to    pay    would    be  £600,000.     It  ' 
should  be   borne  in  mind  that  if  Ireland 
was  treated  as   England  and  Scotland  | 
are    treated    in    the  matter    of  police, 
then    she    would    get     a    contribution  , 
of  £300,000  a   year,  and  her  police  ex- , 
penditure  would  then  be  only  £300,000. 
Therefore,    I  say  that   everything  over  ' 
£000,000    is    Imperial    and    not    local  , 
expenditure   so   far    as    the    police    are  I 
concerned.     I  could  go  on  in  the  same 
direction,    showing    that    Mr.    Childers  ' 
was  absolutely  right,  and  we  ought  to  ; 
demand  for  Ireland  treatment  in  accord-  j 
ance  with  English  and  Scotch  precedents,  ' 
so  that  Ireland  would  pay  in  the  same  | 
ratio    towards    her    local    expenditure,  - 
and  the  remainder  should   be  charged  I 
upon  the  Imperial  funds.     I  know  that  ' 
it  will  be  said  that  a  great  deal  of  this  is  ; 
barred  by  the  Statute  of  Limitations.     I  ' 
say  what  the  Irish  people  ought  to  do  is  | 
to  find  out  some  way  of    having  this  j 
question     settled.     I     think     the     hon. 
Member  for  North   Dublin  acted  with 
great  wisdom  in  absolutely  refusing  to 
state  any  plan  for  a  remedy  of  the  griev- 
ances of  Ireland.     I  remember  hearing 
in   the  Home  Rule  debates,  when  some 
question  of  a  remedy  arose,  the  right  hon. 
Member  for    West  Birmingham  saying,  - 
^*  It  is  not  my  duty  to  prescribe,  I  am 
not  the  physician  in  charge."     Schemes  \ 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell  \ 


have   been    put   forward   in   favour  of 
differentiation  in  taxation,  but  I  cannot 
support    any    proposals    of    that    kind 
I  am  sufficiently  Unionist  to  be  against 
all  setting  up  of  Customs  as  between 
England  and    Ireland ;  we    must    find 
some  other  method.     We  ought  not  to 
bother       our     heads,      either,      about 
£3,000,000  a  year  having    been    taken 
from  Ireland  for  100  years.     It  was  quite 
clear  that  a  great  deal  of  the  debt  was 
barred  by  the  Statute  of  Limitations, 
and  we  must  be  practical  in  this  matter. 
Mr.  Childers  in  his  Report  advised  that 
the  Government  should  set  aside  every 
year  from  the  Imperial  revenue  a  certain 
amount  to  be  spent  in  works  of  public 
utility  in  Ireland.     If  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  ever  looks  in  that  direction 
he  will  find  plenty  of  opportunity  for  his 
benevolence.     There  is  the  burning  ques- 
tion of  land  purchase — there  is  no  better 
way  in  which  something  could  be  done 
to  square  the  account  than  by  assisting 
land    purchase.     Then    there    are    the 
questions     of    the    congeste    ddistricts, 
of    the    Irish     railways,     and    arterial 
drainage.     Instead    of    troubling    their 
minds  about  what  they  called  the  over- 
representation  of  Ireland,  English  Mem- 
bers would  do  well  to  give  a  little  more 
attention  to  her  over-taxation  and  try  to 
solve    the    difficulty    by    endeavouring 
to  do  things  for  Ireland  that  would  be  of 
real  utility. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool 
Scotland) :  It  cannot  but  be  regarded 
as  somewhat  strange  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  should  have  reproached  hoa 
Members  on  these  benches  for  not  raising 
this  question  before  the  House  with 
sufficient  ardour. 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  I  did  not 
state  it  as  a  reproach. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  :  "Perhaps  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  congratulates  us 
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upon  not  having  done  so.  That  is  a 
I  complaint  rather  than  an  encourage- 
ment, which  deserves  the  most  serious 
consideration  of  these  benches.  What 
makes  the  statement  more  peculiar  is 
that  not  only  did  we  raise  this  debate 
last  year  but  the  debate  then  was  illumi- 
nated by  a  speech  from  the  right  hon. 
*  Gentleman  himself,  which  was  exactly 
the  same  as  he  has  deUvered  to-night. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  almost  made 
it  a  complaint  that  although  the  coal  tax 
did  not  affect  Ireland  Irish  Members 
opposed  it ;  has  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
80  little  appreciated  the  whole  history  of 
Ireland  as  not  to  know  that  we  have 
never  put  material  interests  above  what 
we  regard  as  high  pohtical  convictions  "i 
It  would  be  untrue  to  the  whole  history 
of  our  country  if,  though  we  lost  nothing 
by  a  tax,  we  did  not  oppose  it  when  it  was 
raised  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  a  war 
which  we  consider  unjust  and  dishonest. 
I  am  surprised  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, who  has  been  Chief  Secretary  in  his 
time,should  lay  down  the  proposition  that 
it  is  vain  for  any  body  of  Irish  representa- 
tives to  expect  any  reUef  of  this  taxation 
grievance  unless  they  gave  in  return 
their  support  to  the  Government  of  the 
day. 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  No,  no,  that 
is  certainly  not  what  I  meant  to  convey. 
I  was  referring  to  the  action  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  on  the  particular 
proposal  of  the  coal  tax,  which  was  at 
that  time  under  discussion. 


Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR:  Surely  at 
this  time  of  day  it  is  absurd  for  any 
British  Minister  to  suppose  that  we  shall 
put  what  we  all  regard  as  the  national 
claim  of  the  Country  below  any  par- 
ticular action  whatever  or  under  the 
control  of  a  British  Minister.  There  is 
no  proposal  of  taxation  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  would  be  ready  to  offer 
Ireland  for  which  they  would  sacrifice 


their  national  aspirations.  Anyone  who 
wiU  read  the  Act  of  Union  will  see  that 
a  separate  fiscal  system  was  intended  for 
Ireland  after  the  passing  of  the  Act  of 
Union.  It  must  of  necessity  have  been 
the  case  that  some  such  arrangement 
should  be  made.  Ireland  then  was  a 
poor  country  compared  with  England, 
and  it  was  small  and  retrogressive,  and 
when  a  poor  and  unprogressive  country 
was  to  be  united  with  a  rich  and  pro- 
gressive country  surely  every  person 
in  authority  in  Ireland  would  be  bound 
to  take  precautions  that  the  country 
should  be  safeguarded  by  its  having  a 
separate  fiscal  system.  I  cannot  under- 
stand why  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
should  lay  such  stress  on  the  fact  that  we 
base  our  case  on  the  Act  of  Union.  Here 
the  sovereign  party  of  Ireland  was  merg- 
ing itself  with  a  sovereign  party  of  Eng- 
land, a  stronger  country,  and  in  order  to 
make  the  contract,  say,  a  great  Act  called 
the  Act  of  Union  was  made  between  the 
two  countries.  Now,  is  it  in  the  power 
of  the  strong  country  to  break  a  contract 
in  its  own  favour  as  against  a  weak 
country  ?  We  could  tear  up  the  Act  of 
Union  to-morrow  without  doing  any 
particular  wrong,  but  England  is  bound 
not  to  weaken  in  any  way  whatever  the 
Act  of  Union  to  the  detriment  of  the 
weaker  country.  This  question  is  not 
at  an  end,  it  is  only  really  commenced, 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  must 
make  up  his  mind  that  he  has  to  deal 
on  this  question  to-day  with  a  practi- 
cally united  Ireland  And  as  time  goes 
on  that  unity  is  not  hkely  to  be  disturbed, 
because  this  is  an  evil  which  time  will 
not  heal.  It  has  been  pointed  out 
that  since  1894,  when  it  was  proved 
that  we  were  over-taxed  to  the  extent  of 
£2,750,000,  taxation  has  increased  in 
Ireland.  What  is  the  answer  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  ?  If  I  did  not  think 
him  serious  almost  to  solemnity  I  should 
have  thought  he  was  laughing  at  us. 
He  says,  as  taxation  in  Ireland  has  in- 
creased, the  grievances  of  that  country 
have  diminished — a  most  excellent  argu- 
ment, following  that  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  introduced  this  motion,  to 
recommend  to  the  rulers  of  Italy  and  the 
Sultan  of  Turkey,  because  what  it  means 
is  this,  that  we  had  a  comparatively  big 
grievance  in   1894,  [^vhen  t|^^ taxation 
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was  only  £7,000,000,  we  had  a  less 
grievance  in  1900,  when  our  taxation 
was  £9,500,000,  and  that  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  with  the  assistance  of 
the  Colonial  Secretary  will  only  increase 
the  burden  of  Ireland  by  new  wars  the 
taxation  of  the  country  may  rise  to 
£15,000,000  and  she  will  have  no  griev- 
ance at  all. 


Mr.  swift    MacNEILL  :  We    shall 
all  be  Liberal  Imperialists  then. 


Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR :  That  is  a 
reductio  ad  absurdum,  although  in  a 
measure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
might  be  right,  because  with  the  increase 
of  taxation  and  the  diminution  of 
population  it  is  quite  possible  that  by  the 
time  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  got 
his  £15,000,000  the  Irish  grievances 
would  have  disappeared  because  Ireland 
was  no  more,  an  argument  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  which  I  find  it  difficult 
to  take  seriously.  It  is  like  the  meta- 
phorical argument  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  that  the  whisky  tax  means 
nothing  because  it  is  voluntary.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  says  we  speak  of  ! 
expenditure  on  imperial  lines  and  of 
taxation  on  Separatist  lines.  We  are 
perfectly  entitled  to  do  so,  Except  the 
item  of  education,  there  is  none  of  this 
expenditure  in  Ireland  that  can  be 
regarded  as  other  than  Imperial  and 
injurious.  The  hon.  Member  for  St. 
Stephen's  Green  made  a  statement 
which  nobody  can  deny  when  he  said 
that  this  so-called  contribution  to  the 
expenditure  of  Ireland  had  not  done  a 
farthing  of  good  to  those  2,000,000  of 
people  in  Ireland  living  on  small  patches 
of  land.  Why  do  you  call  it  a  set-oflp  1 
I  call  it  Imperial  expenditure,  made 
by  Imperial  authority — contributed  and 
wasted  by  Imperial  authority.  Is  there 
a  man  in  the  House  who  will  get  up  and 
say  that  Ireland  is  not  one  of  the  most 
flagrantly,  wastefully,  expensively,  and 
shamelessly  misgoverned  countries  in 
the  world?  We  have  twelve  judges — 
half  would  be  enough.  At  this  moment 
in  England  some  of  the  hardest  worked 
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men  are  the  judges  on  the  bench ; 
the  greatest  loafer  in  Ireland,  except  the 
police-constable,  is  the  Irish  judge.  Let 
me  pause  a  moment  on  the  policeman. 
He  is  the  most  extraordinary  peace 
officer  in  the  world-  He  carries  a 
rifle  and  a  bayonet,  a  revolver,  and,  as 
some  of  my  hon.  friends  can  testify,  a 
baton ;  he  gets  after  six  months  pro- 
bation 21s.  a  week;  the  agricultural 
labourer  around  him,  his  brother  pos- 
sibly, gets  9s.  While  the  brother  lives  in  a 
cabin,  he  gets  all  the  comfort  of  living 
in  the  police  barracks,  which,  with  the 
gaols  ,  the  workhouses,  and  the  lunatic 
asylums,  are  the  best  buildings  in  the 
country  ,  and  at  forty-five  he  gets  a 
pension.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
talks  of  the  money  in  the  savings  banks. 
I  will  tell  him  where  that  conies  from. 
He  gets  it  to  a  large  extent  from  the 
police  of  Ireland.  The  police  are  almost 
the  only  comfortable  class  in  the  country, 
and  while  you  insist  upon  keeping  in 
Ireland  an  armed,  overpaid  and  over- 
pensioned  force  of  soldiers,  for  they  are 
nothing  less,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping 
down  the  Irish  people  and  defeating 
their  political  and  national  aspirations, 
you  turn  round  and  say  to  us,  **  You 
ought  to  be  grateful  to  us  for  pay- 
ing back  so  much  to  you  in  this  way.'' 
Ireland  is  in  this  extraordinary  position, 
that  she  is  asked  to  pay  for  the  heavy 
golden  chains  cast  upon  her. 

There  is  another  thing  in  regard  to  the 
administration  of  Ireland  that  I  wish  to 
bring  before  the  House.     I  have  done  it 
before,  and  I  daresay  I  will  have  to  do 
it  very  often  again.     It  is  a  comparison 
between  the  Imperial  set-off"    and  the 
budget   of    an  Irish   household,   and  I 
think  the  House  will  find  the  contrast 
extremely  instructive.     The  law  oflScers 
receive £7,000 ;  Crown  solicitors, £16, 722; 
sessional  Crown  solicitors  £2,725  ;  prose- 
cutors, £17  ,000;  fees    to  law  officers, 
£1,000  ;  fees  to  counsel,  £8,000  ;  general 
law  expenses,  £6,100  ;  defence  of  public 
officials,  £400  ;  assize  expenses,  £11,520; 
total,  £70,467.    These  are  the  law  charges 
for  this  year  exclusive,  of  course,  of  the 
salaries  of  the  judges.     There  are,  how- 
ever, other  two  items  ;  judges'  lodgings, 
£2,700,    and   buildings,    furniture,  fuel 
and   Hght,    £5,454.     I   ask   the  House 
to  dwell  on  the  cost  of  fuel  and  lights 
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for  a  reason  which  1  will  presently  show. 
Now  let  us  take  the  budget  of  a  household 
in  the  congested  districts.  Receipts  : — 
Sale  of  heifer  or  bullock  £4  lOs.,  sale  of 
five  sheep  £3  15s.,  sale  of  pig  £3  10s., 
sale  of  eggs  £2  4s.  4d.,  sale  of  flannel  or 
tweed  £3  10s.,  sale  of  corn  15s.,  sale  of 
fish  £8.,  knitting, etc.,£l  :  total  £27  4s.  4d. 
Expenditure  : — Rent  £2,  county  cess 
5s.  8d.,  tea  £5  17s.,  and  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  will  get  some  of  that ; 
sugar  £1  19s.,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  will  get  some  of  that ;  meal 
£7  148.,  he  will  get  none  of  that,  for  he 
dare  not  yet  tax  meal  or  corn ;  flour, 
£1 17s.  6d. ;  clothing,  £6  8s.  6d.  ;  tobacco, 
£2  7s.  8d.,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  will  get  some  of  that ;  one 
young  pig,  15s.;  implements, etc.,  £1  4s.  9d, 
making  altogether  an  expenditure  of 
£30  9s.  Id.  I  dwelt  on  the  item  of 
lights  for  this  reason.  I  Uved  on  a  farm 
for  a  short  time  as  a  boy,  and  one  of  the 
things  I  remember  still  with  horror 
was  that  the  wife  of  a  peasant  died  in 
the  dark  because  she  had  not  enough 
money  to  buy  a  candle.  Is  it  not  a 
mockery  and  an  insult  to  the  people  of 
Ireland  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
should  put  this  extravagant  and  bloated 
administration  on  Ireland,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  corruption, and  as  a  set-ofF  against  I 
our  claims  to  relief.  The  right  hon.  | 
Crentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex-  | 
chequer  smiled  when  1  used  the  word 
corruption.  I  repeat  the  word  corrup- 
tion, and  say  that  every  pubhc  duty  in 
Ireland  is  overpaid  for  the  direct  purpose 
of  buying  the  intellect  of  Ireland  to  the 
side  of  the  Union. 

Now  I  come  for  a  moment  to  the 
condition  of  Ireland.  I  must  say  that 
when  I  heard  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  speaking  on  this  question  it 
gave  me  a  feeling  of  very  profound  pain. 
I  an  sure  I  believe  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  be  a  most  honest  and  upright 
poMtician,  and  that  he  believes  every 
word  he  says ;  but  when  he  gets  up  in 
his  place  and  talks  of  Ireland  being 
prosperous  in  the  face  of  what  we  know, 
in  the  face  of  what  we  see,  in  the  face  of 
what  is  within  the  circle  of  our  own 
family  relationships,  why,  that  is  one  of 
those  terrible  revelations  of  the  impassable 
gulf  which  lies  between  Englishmen 
and  Irishmen  upon  Irish  questions. 
What  is  the  test  of  the  prosperity  of  a 


country  \  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
gave  us  railway  receipts  and  savings 
banks  deposits.  In  regard  to  the  savings 
banks  it  must  be  remembered  that  these 
now  take  the  place  of  the  old  stocking, 
and  as  a  matter  of  fact  the  increase  of 
the  savings  banks  deposits  simply  means 
a  change  in  the  habits  of  the  people,  and 
is  largely  made  up  out  of  the  savings 
which  are  made  from  the  large  salaries 
given  to  certain  classes  by  the  British 
Government.  Will  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man or  will  he  not  take  population  as 
the  test  of  the  prosperity  of  a  country  1 
Everybody  knows  that  one  of  the  glories 
of  England  is  the  increase  of  its  popula- 
tion. But  in  Ireland,  have  we  increased 
our  population  1  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man knows  that  ever  since  the  Financial 
Relations  Commission  reported  on  this 
question  we  have  lost  a  quarter  of  a 
million  of  our  population,  and  that  since 
the  death  of  Mr.  Parnell  and  the  dissen- 
sions which  gathered  round  his  name, 
and  which  I  am  thankful  to  say  are  for 
ever  buried  and  lost  sight  of,  we  have  lost 
half  a  million  of  our  population.  These 
figures  in  regard  to  the  population  of 
Ireland  are  too  terrible.  In  1841 
our  population  numbered  8,177,124, 
in  April  of  this  year  it  was  4,456,546. 
Is  there  any  country  in  any  period  of 
the  world's  history  which  can  show  a 
devastation,  a  depopulation,  in  equal 
proportions  as  that  %  Why,  Sir,  in  Ire- 
land we  have  just  about  the  same  popula- 
tion as  London.  I  call  the  attention  of 
the  Hon.  Member  for  South  Belfast  to 
the  fact  that,  in  spite  of  the  enormous 
increase  in  the  population  of  Belfast, 
there  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  popula- 
tion of  the  province  of  Ulster.  The 
decrease  in  the  province  of  Leinster  is 
41,297 ;  in  Munster  98,568,  in  Connaught 
69,876,  and  in  the  favoured  province 
of  Ulster,  68,463. 

What  becomes  of  the  population  %  Is 
emigration  from  a  country  a  sign  of 
prosperity,  especially  in  a  country  like 
that  of  Ireland,  where  the  devotion  of  the 
people  to  their  native  soil  amounts  to  a 
passion  almost  terrible  in  its  intensity  1 
Out  of  a  population  of  8,197,000  in  1841 
it  is  estimated  that  only  four  and  a  half 
millions  are  now  left  in  Ireland.  '*  Fully 
2,000  a  week,"  says  the  chronicler, 
"  have  been  departing  from  the  port  of 
Queenstown  alone  for^.t}|eJn(te^^^fg. 
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for  weeks  past,  and  before  the  season  is 
spent  the  big  exodus  that  is  flowing 
rapidly  will  only  leave  behind  in  Ireland 
the  remains  of  a  great  race."  That  is  a 
very  tragic  and  terrible  picture  which  I 
recommend  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
for  his  best  reflections.  This  diminution 
of  the  population  of  Ireland  can  be 
directly  traced  to  the  evil  and  foolish 
legislation  of  this  House  and  the  de- 
struction of  the  Irish  Parliament.  I  beg 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  fact  that  in  1900  the 
emigration  from  Ireland  amounted  to 
47,107,  or  an  increase  of  3,347  over  that 
of  1899.  My  hon.  friend  called  attention 
to  that  disastrous  epoch  in  the  history 
of  Ireland  in  1853,  when  Mr.  Gladstone 
introduced  changes  in  the  fiscal  relations 
of  that  country.  My  explanation  of  that 
extraordinary  departure  from  sound 
finance  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Gladstone  is 
that  it  is  to  be  attributed  to  one  of  the 
faults  and  flaws  of  his  great  intellect. 
He  was  in  the  habit  of  concentrating 
his  attention  on  a  particular  question 
which  interested  him,  and  he  was  blind 
and  deaf  at  the  time  to  every  other  ques- 
tion. I  remember  that  in  the  first  speech 
I  made  in  this  House  in  1880  I  called 
his  attention  to  the  fact  that  besides  the 
oppression  of  the  Christians  in  the  East 
there  was  a  little  oppression  of  the 
Christians  in  the  West  in  the  shape  of 
rack-rents  in  Ireland ;  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  to  confess  that  he 
was  ignorant  of  the  facts  as  to  the  case 
in  Ireland.  Ireland  had  just  escaped 
from  the  famine,  and  I  will  read  the 
returns  of  emigration  for  the  three  years 
preceding  1853  and  the  subsequent  year. 
In  1851  the  number  of  emigrants  from 
Ireland  from  1st  May  was  152,060 ; 
in  1852,  190,322;  in  1853,  173,148; 
and  in  1854,  140,555.  At  the  moment 
that  Ireland  was  bleeding  at  every  pore 
that  was  the  moment  chosen  to  impose 
a  new  system  of  taxation  upon  her.  But 
where  do  these  Irish  emigrants  go  ? 
That,  I  think,  is  a  matter  which  British 
statesmen  may  very  well  consider  from 
the  point  of  view  of  British  interests. 
Last  year,  out  of  50,000  people  who  left 
Ireland,  126  went  to  New  Zealand,  834 
to  Australia,  472  to  Canada  now  bubbling 
over  with  Imperial  enthusiasm,  and  to 
the  United  States  37,765,or  83*4  per  cent, 
of    the   whole.     I    take    another    test. 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor. 


79*7  per  cent,  of  the  men  were  labourers, 
and  81*0  per  cent,  of  the  women  were 
servants,  and  we  know  what  that  means. 
When  I  heard  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  talking 
the  other  day  about  the  women  in  the 
Potteries  who  suffered  from  lead-poison- 
ing, and  that  their  average  life  was 
twenty-three  years  and  that  the  average 
life  of  the  dockers  in  London  was  41*43 
years,  I  thought  that  horrible  enough  ; 
but  the  horror  was  increased  when  1 
remembered  that  70  or  80  per  cent,  of 
these  drudges  and  white  slaves  of  in- 
dustrial England  came  from  Ireland. 
The  Chief  Secretary,  I  dare  say,  has  read 
i  a  recent  speech  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
I  on  the  condition  of  Ireland.  This  is 
j  what  his  Lordship  stated — 

'*  I  do  not  wish  to  remind  you  of  what,  I 
am  afraid,  ^ou  all  know,  that  we  in  England 
in  the  past  times  have  been  largely  responsible 
for  the  present  state  of  things.  It  would  be 
folly  to  ignore  and  m^an  to  refuFe  to  acknow- 
ledge it.  But  the  fact  is  that  with  industries 
aboliBhed,  with  mills  lying  idle  and  in  ruins, 
and  with  all  that  destruction  of  vital  energy 
in  the  lowns,  brought  about  by  many  years  of 
misgovemment  in  the  past,  there  is  really 
nothing  to  draw  your  surplus  population  from 
these  congested  districts. 

That  is  a  picture  of  the  condition  of 
Ireland,  which  is  in  very  sharp  con- 
trast to  that  of  the  prosperity  of  the 
country  drawn  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer.  I  may  say  that  the  Lord 
Lieutenant's  remedy  for  the  misery 
of  the  congested  districts  of  Ireland 
is  to  take  the  population  from 
the  healthy  air  of  the  fields,  and  put 
them  into  the  slums  and  lanes  of  the 
ruined  towns  of  Ireland  !  I  take  another 
test  of  economic  condition — that  of 
pauperism.  In  18G4,  with  a  population 
of  5,640,527,  there  were  264,569  indoor 
and  31,266  outdoor  paupers,  or  a  total  of 
295,835.  In  1894,  with  a  population 
of  4,600,599,  there  were  437,412  indoor 
and  outdoor  paupers  ;  in  1898,  with  a 
population  of  4,543,782,  the  paupers 
numbered  526,057  ;  while  in  1900,  with 
a  population  of  4,500,764,  they  num- 
bered 486,811.  Why,  that  is  the  most 
ghastly  picture  of  the  condition  of  any 
country  in  the  whole  world — worse  than 
even  the  worst  parts  of  Turkey. 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  when 
he   was  Chief  Secretary,  used  to  utter 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


945         Finandal  Relations  of        {18  July  1901}         Gi.  Briiain  and  Ireland.       946 


reproaches  about  the  improvident  early 
marriages  in  Ireland,  which  came  badly 
from  a  bachelor.     Let  me  tell  him  that 
his  example  is  now  being  followed  in 
Ireland,  and  that  the  marriage  rate  is 
going  down.     Here  are  the  statistics  of 
the  marriage  rate  for  different  countries 
in    Europe.     Hungary    stands    at    the 
head  with  ninety-one  per  1,000  ;    Ger- 
many, fifty-three  ;    England,  fifty-two; 
Austria,  fifty-one  ;  Italy,  fifty  \  France 
forty-nine  ;  Sweden,  thirty-seven  ;  Ire- 
land, twenty-three  I    I  think  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  precepts  and  his 
taxation  of  the  people  of  Ireland  have 
had  a  result  that   even  the  wisest  of 
British  statesmen  could  scarcely  have 
wished.     Let    me    conclude    with    this 
observation.     Mr.    Childers,    of  whose 
memory   every  Irishman   has  grateful 
recollections,  was  mainly  responsible  for 
the  Report  of  the  Financial  Relations 
Commission.     I  recently   read   his  bio- 
graphy by  his  son,  and  in  it  there   are 
many  touching  allusions.     He  married 
as  a  young  man  of  twenty-one,  and  after 
many   years   of   wedded   happiness   his 
wife  died  suddenly.     He  woke  in  the 
morning  to  find  her  a  corpse  by  his  side. 
I  venture  to  use  that  episode  in  the  life 
of  the  late  Mr.  Childers.     I  think  that 
except  the  massacre  of  the  Armenians 
in  the  face  of  a  silent  and    cowardly 
Europe,  there  is  no  more  tragic  spectacle 
in  the   world   to-day   than   this   great 
country    seeing   this   poor   country   of 
Ireland  wasting  and  decaying,  yet  pro- 
claiming that  all  is  well  in  Ireland,  while 
Irishmen  know  that  their  country  is  fast 
descending  into  bankruptcy  and  ruin. 


*Mr.  ARTHUR  ELLIOT  (Durham) : 
The  hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat  down 
has  succeeded  in  making  out  a  case 
because  he  treated  Ireland,  so  far  as 
statistics  are  concerned,  on  an  entirely 
different  footing  from  that  of  every 
other  country  in  Europe.  The  House 
has  just  heard  from  the  Chancellor  ol 
the  Exchequer  that  Schedule  D  of  the 
income  tax  in  Ireland  is  steadily  pro- 
ducing a  greater  revenue,  that  the  traffic 
receipts  on  the  railways  are  steadily  in- 
creasing, and  that  the  Post  Office  Savings 
Bank  shows  a  continually  increasing 
accumulation,  although  we  are  told  that 


these  increases  in  the  deposits  of  the 
Savings  Banks  do  nothing  but  show  the 
natural  pauperism  of  the  Irish  people. 
I  cannot  conceive  on  what  principle 
English  and  Scottish  Members  should 
be  asked  to  discuss  statistics  relating  to 
Ireland  in  a  different  way  from  what 
they  are  discussed  in  relation  to  other 
countries.  No  contradiction  has  been 
given  to  the  contention  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  that,  though  he  might 
deplore  the  comparative  poverty  of  Ire- 
land, there  is  great  reason  to  hope  that 
slowly,  but  steadily,  even  in  Ireland 
prosperity  and  wealth  are  increasing. 
[Cries  from  the  Irish  benches  of  **  Oh, 
oh."]  I  have  been  very  much  struck 
with  this  fact  in  the  debate.  The  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  agreed  with 
the  mover  of  the  resolution  that  it  was 
wiser  not  to  suggest  any  iremedy  for  the 
inequality  and  the  injustice. 


Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  That  was  not  the 
case  with  me.  I  adopted  Mr.  Childers* 
suggestion. 

*Mr.  ARTHUR  ELLIOT  :  I  was  com- 
plimenting my  hon.  friend  on  a  wisdom 
which  he  now  does  not  show.  At  all 
events  my  hon.  friend  found  that  it  was 
not  easy  to  suggest  a  remedy,  and  he  does 
not  agree  that  the  remedy  suggested  by 
Mr.  Childers  was  a  wise,  suitable,  and 
possible  remedy.  I  will  tell  my  hon. 
friend  why  it  is  so  difficult  to  find  a 
remedy.  The  real  difficulty  they  have 
in  finding  a  remedy  is  that  they  cannot 
put  their  hands  on  the  grievance.  [Cries 
from  the  Irish  benches  of  '*  Oh,  oh."] 
The  debate  has  gone  on  for  a  long  time, 
but  I  have  not  yet  heard  it  suggested 
that  a  single  Irishman  is  unjustly 
treated  compared  with  an  Englishman 
or  a  Scotchman.  If  we  compare  the 
taxation  of  Irishmen  with  that  of  Eng- 
lishmen, it  is  found  that  the  Irishmen 
pay  per  head  £1  8s.  lOd.  annually  in 
taxes,  and  that  Englishmen  and  Scots- 
men pay  £2  4s,  lOd.  Irishmen  living 
in  Ireland  are  not  only  taxed  more  lightly 
per  head  than  Englishmen  or  Scotchmen, 
but  they  live  in  a  country  where  there 
are  fewer  taxes.  [An  Hon.  Member  : 
What  are  they  X\    If  an  Irishman  came 
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to  live  in  this  country  he  would  have  to 
pay  house  duty,  and  there  are  some  five 
or  six  different  articles  which  are  taxed 
in  this  country,  but  which  are  not  taxed 
in  Ireland.  Mr.  Gladstone  has  been 
severely  criticised  for  introducing  the 
income  tax  into  Ireland  ;  but  I  would 
remind  hon.  Members  opposite  who 
complain  of  this  that  the  poor  people  of 
Ireland  do  not  pay  the  income  tax.  What 
has  the  income  tax  got  to  do  with  them  ? 
In  my  opinion  any  Irishman  who  has 
made  a  fortune  ought  to  pay  the  income 
tax  just  the  same  as  the  people  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland  who  are  in  the  same 
position.  Therefore  it  is  not  true  that 
by  introducing  the  income  tax  in  Ireland 
Mr.  Gladstone  was  placing  a  burden 
on  the  poor  people. 

With  regard  to  the  whisky  tax  Mr. 
Gladstone's  contention  was  that  he  did 
not  see  why  a  glass  of  whisky  should 
be  purchased  cheaper  in  Ireland  than  in 
England  and  Scotland.  If  hon.  Members 
opposite  wish  to  establish  their  case  they 
will  have  to  bring  forward  an  Irishman 
in  the  flesh  and  compare  him  with  some 
other  Englishman  and  show  us  where  the 
Irishman  is  unjustly  taxed.  I  am  not  so 
much  struck  with  the  wisdom  of  the  report 
of  the  Commission  as  some  hon.  Gentle- 
men appear  to  be.  The  Commission  has 
given  considerable  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject, but,  after  searching  into  the  matter 
myself,  I  find  that  the  only  person  who 
suffers  is  what  they  describe  as  the  Irish 
financial  entity.  I  do  not  believe  in 
that.  This  financial  entity  is  a  creature 
of  the  mind,  and  when  you  come  to  deal 
with  this  case  you  will  find  that  it  is  a 
thing  which  cannot  be  grasped.  You 
will  have  to  deal  with  individuals,  and  in 
dealing  with  the  Irish  nation  it  must  be 
remembered  that  a  very  large  number 
of  Irishmen  live  in  England  and  Scot- 
land. My  hon.  friend  behind  me  main- 
tains that  Sir  David  Barbour  found  that 
a  set-off  existed  which  balanced  the  in- 
equality of  the  taxation.  This  is  what 
he  said — 

'*  On  the  assumption  that  the  taxable 
capacity  of  Ireland  is  one-twentieth  of  that  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  Ireland  paid  in  1893-94 
about  2f  millions  sterling  more  than  she  would 
have  paid  if  the  total  revenue  taken  from  her 
had  been  in  proportion  to  her  taxable  capacity. 
In  the  same  year  there  was  expended  for  Irish 
purposes  about  3|  millions  sterling  in  excess  of 

Mr,  Arthur  Elliot. 


what  would  have  been  admissible  if  the  expendi* 
ture  for  Irish  purposes  had  also  been  in  propor- 
tion to  Ireland*s  taxable  capacity.  On  the 
whole  account  Ireland  may  be  said  to  have  been 
a  gainer  in  1893-94  of  about  one  millbn  sterling, 
or  that,  in  other  words,  after  meeting  the  ex- 
penditure for  Irish  purposes,  she  contributed 
about  one  million  less  towards  Imperial  pur- 
poses than  she  would  have  done  if  her  con- 
tribution for  Imperial  purposes  had  been  in 
the  proportion  of  her  *  taxable  capacity.*" 

That  is  what  my  hon.  friend  calls  fair, 
but  it  is  not  the  English  or  Scotch  method 
of   balancing   accounts.     The   question 
has  been  asked — Is  it  right  that  Ireland 
should  contribute  to  the  Imperial  ser- 
vices.   [Nationalist  cries  of   **  No. "J    I 
am  not  going  into  the  history  of  this 
matter.    Hon.   Members  opposite  seem 
to  think  that  it  is  a  monstrous  thing  that 
Ireland  should  be  asked  to  contribute 
anything  towards  our  Imperial  expenses. 
Ireland  gains  by  the  expenditure  upon 
our  Imperial   services,    but   what  hon. 
Members  desire  is  to  be  quit  of  us  alto- 
gether,   and   that  is   something  which 
cannot  possibly  be  granted,  and  it  is  a 
contention    which   cannot   seriously  be 
put  forward  when  we  are  discussing  the 
financial    relations    between    the    two 
countries.     The  partnership  at  present 
is  between  a  rich  and  powerful  country 
and   a   poor  and   weak  one.      A  poor 
partner  who  comes  into  a  wealthy  con- 
cern must  gain  by  it.     The  funds  of  the 
United  Kingdom  are  now  beinc^  used  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people  of  Ireland.    As 
for  the  Act  of  Union,4t  is  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  it  has  to  be  interpreted  like 
any  other  Act.    That  Act  contemplated 
a  joint  purse  and  ultimately  a  system  of 
equal  taxes  on  similar  goods.     Whether 
you  look  upon  the  woids  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament  or  upon  the  existing  condi- 
tion   of    things    you    must    act   justly 
between  man  and  man.     To  create  some 
national  entity  and  legislate  with  refer- 
ence to  it  would  be  to  introduce  an  in- 
justice between  one  man  and  another. 
According,  however,  to  the  very  Report, 
the  support  of  which  has  been  claimed 
for  the  Irish  case,  Ireland  was  in  1893-4 
saved  about  a  million  sterling  by  the 
existing  syst'^m,  as  compared  with  the 
amount  which  she  would  have  had  to 
pay  if  she  had  been  called  upon  to  con- 
tribute to  Imperial  purposes  in  proportion 
to  her  taxable  capacity.    In  the  partne^ 
ship  between  a  rich  and  powerful  country 
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And  a  poor  and  weak  country  the 
poor  partner  gains  in  credit,  if  in  nothing 
else.  [Cries  of  "No."]  Has  not  the 
British  Government  been  turning  thou- 
sands of  Irish  tenants  into  proprietors 
by  the  use  of  British  credit  ?  Could 
that  have  been  done  with  Irish  credit 
alone? 

Mb.  flavin  :   At  whose  expense  ? 

♦Me.  ARTHUR  ELLIOT:  Hon  Members 
interpret  the  Act  of  Union  as  a  contract 
binding  on  the  British  ParHament,but  not 
binding  on  themselves.  It  is  clear  that 
what  we  have  to  do  is  to  induce  the  people 
throughout  the  kingdom  to  feel  that  they 
are  citizens  of  one  great  nation.  I  hope 
as  time  goes  on  that  Irishmen  will  take 
their  proper  part  as  citizens  of  this  great 
Empire  and  that  they  will  come  to  believe 
that  England  is  something  better  than 
a  great  and  powerful  tyrant  trying  to 
tax  the  skin  off  Irishmen's  backs. 
I  think  hon.  Members  opposite  have 
failed  entirely  to  prove  their  case  for 
introducing  different  taxation  for  the 
inhabitants  of  the  three  countries.  If 
Irishmen  can  bring  forward  a  real  Irish 
grievance  which  really  presses  hard  upon 
irishmen  I  am  sure  hon.  Members  of 
this  House  will  join  together  to  remove  it. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  said  that  a 
celebrated  Irish  poHtician  once  described 
the  supporters  of  the  Union  as  a  curious 
combination  of  Scotch  logic  and  English 
stupidity.  As  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury was  not  going  to  make  a  speech  he 
would  do  his  best  to  make  one  for  him. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :   Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  said  that  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  had  no 
doubt  heard  one  of  his  hon.  friends 
speak  of  the  treaty  obligations  imposed 
by  the  Act  of  Union  between  the  Parlia- 
ments of  England  and  Ireland, 
leaving  aside  altogether  the  various 
allegations  of  fraud  which  were 
more  or  less  admitted.,  England  had 
robbed  Ireland  by  violation  of  the  treaty 
obligations  in  the  Union.  Pitt,  when 
Mked  what  security  there  would  be 
when  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  ceased  to 
«ri8t  that  the  British  Government 
would  not  vidate   its  pledges,  took  the 
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high  moral  tone    and  said  the  honour 
and  integrity   of  the  people   could   be 
relied  upon.    Yet  in  the  same  month  he 
endeavoured  to   bribe  the   Speaker   of 
the  Irish   House  of   Commons  with  a 
peerage  to   stifle   debate.    Ireland   had 
been  ruthlessly  and  mercilessly  robbed 
by  England,  and  when  Pitt  said  England 
did  not  seek  the  Union  from  pecuniary 
motives   he    said   what    he   knew    was 
untirue.    Whenever  he  spoke  on  Irish 
financial    questions    he    always    felt    a 
great    difficulty     and    he    knew    that 
every  Member  of  the  Nationalist  party 
greatly   regretted   the   absence   of   Mr. 
Sexton  who  had  brought  this  question 
to   a   place   of   prominence    before   the 
public  mind.     He  felt  sure  that  he  was 
only  expressing  the  desiresof  hiscoUeagues 
when  he  said  that  he  trusted  Mr.  Sexton 
might  be  induced  to  come  back  amongst 
them.    It    would    be    no    exaggeration 
to   say  that  all  their  Irish  grievances 
were    simply    a    question    of    finance. 
It  was  a  financial  question  which  caused 
the  revolution  of   1782    and  it   was  a 
financial    question    which    carried    the 
Union  and  annihilated  the  Irish  Par- 
liament.    What  were  the  promises  held 
out   by  statesmen  in  reference  to  the 
Union?    Pitt  stated  that  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  seek  the  Union  from  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view,  but  he  believed 
that  when  Pitt  made  that  statement  he 
was  saying  something  which  he  knew 
to  be  untrue.    Pitt  also  said  that  there 
was    no    ground    for    supposing    that 
England  would  tax  Ireland  more  heavily, 
but  during  the  sixteen  years  from  1800 
to  1816  the  revenue  which  came  out 
of  Ireland  was  three  times  more  than 
the  revenue  that  was  obtained  annually 
during    the    sixteen    years    before    the 
Union.    The   enormous   sum   of   some- 
thing like  £10,000  was  taken  in  order 
to    bribe    the    Irish    Parliament.    Pitt 
did  not  like  to  do  dirty  work,  but  he  had 
an  obedient  servant  in  Lord  Castlereagh. 
Lord  Castlereagh  was  a  very  charming 
person    and    had    delightfully    finished 
methods,  but  he  lied.    He  said  Ireland 
under  the   Union   would   not   incur  a 
greater  annual   expenditure  than  four 
and  a  half  millions  in  time  of  war  and 
two  and  a  half  millions  in  time  of  peace. 
What  Ireland  was  paying  towartk  the 
Boer     war     would    make    Castlereagh 
blush.    Mr.  Lecky  had  said  tk^grffd 
2  M  S 
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"  honour "  as  applied  to  Castlereagh 
and  Pitt  had  no  meaning  whatever. 
All  the  promises  and  assurances  made 
by  English  statesmen  both  in  Ireland 
and  England  at  the  time  of  the  Union 
remained  unfulfilled  and  had  been 
directly  contradicted  by  the  present 
state  of  affairs.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  looked  marvellously  virtuous, 
and  seemed  astonished  at  his  own 
moderation,  when  he  said  that  Ireland 
would  only  be  charged  £400,000  for  the 
Boer  war. 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  This  year. 

Mr.  swift  MacXEILL  said  he  under- 
stood  that,  but  it  was  a  matter  of  princi- 
ple, and  if  the  representatives  of  the 
Irish  people  were  entrusted  with  the 
control  of  the  purse  of  Ireland,  which 
was  opposed  to  the  war,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  would  not  have  got 
for  the  Boer  war  400,000  halfpence. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  also  defended 
the  introduction  of  the  income  tax  into 
Ireland,  and  the  equalisation  of  the 
spirit,  tea,  and  tobacco  duties,  but  he 
ought  to  remember  that  these  taxes  were 
resisted  by  two-thirds  of  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers. When  Mr.  Gladstone  introduced 
the  income  tax  in  1853  no  fewer  than 
seventy-four  Members  voted  against  it. 
He  had  endeavoured  to  get  memoranda 
of  British  Ministers  at  the  time  of  the 
Union,  and  he  had  discovered  at  least 
one  extract  which  showed  that  the  object 
of  the  Union  was  the  robbery  of  Ireland. 
In  1800  a  man  named  Cooke,  who  was 
employed  to  bribe  the  Irish  Members 
and  also  sat  for  a  pockQ;t  borough  in  the 
English  House  of  Commons,  presented 
to  Lord  Castlereagh  a  document  which 
showed  that  the  reason  why  the  Union 
should  be  carried  out  was  that  the  great 
and  growing  prosperity  of  the  country 
made  the  country  dangerous  to 
England.  For  a  hundred  years  before 
the  Union  was  carried,  the  Union  was 
advocated  in  order  to  lighten  the 
burdens  of  England  by  throwing  the 
taxes  on  the  Irish  people,  and  they  had 
done  it  with  a  vengeance.  This  House 
and  the  country,  so  far  as  Ireland  was 
concerned,  were  totally  inaccessible  to 
shame.  Nothing  was  done  for  Ireland 
except  as  the  result  of  agitation,  and  that 
became   dangerous,    and   possibly   mis- 
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chievous  and  injurious  in  its  effects. 
The  Union  was  a  mere  financial  arrange- 
ment by  which  Ireland  should  be  tax»i, 
not  f«r  her  own  benefit,  but  for  the  benefit 
of  England.  It  was  to  make  Ireland 
subservient  to  the  English  people.  They 
had  succeeded,  perhaps,  for  the  moment. 
They  tried  the  same  thing  in  America, 
but  they  did  not  succeed.  They  were 
trying  the  same  thing  in  South  Africa, 
but  they  had  not  succeeded  yet.  What- 
ever the  future  of  Ireland  might  be,  he 
must  say  that  he  never,  when  he  went 
into  the  congested  districts,  saw  a  man 
whose  features  bore  the  impress  of 
poverty,  hunger,  and  want  without 
regarding  him  as  the  creature  of  British 
misrule.  They  had  robbed  in  Ireland 
in  great  style;  the  Union  was  one 
between  the  shark  and  its  prey.  These 
were  the  words  of  a  great  Member  of 
Parliament  and  statesman,  but  they  had 
all  been  swept  away  by  the  verdict  of  a 
superior  person,  who  declared  in  an 
article  that  Ireland  had  no  grievance  at 
all.  No  doubt  it  was  for  that  deUverance 
that  this  superior  person  had  received  his 
promotion,  and  was  now  Lord  Milner. 
The  fact  was  the  Union  was  a  fraud,  and 
every  shilling  voted  against  the  wish  of 
the  Irish  Members  was  highway  robbery. 

Me.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.)  said  the 
debate  showed  that  the  attempt  to  prove 
that  Ireland  had  no  grievance  was  a 
failure.  The  Royal  Commission,  after 
hearing  the  evidence  of  expert  witnesses 
representing  the  Treasury  and  British 
interests  venerally,  made  a  Report  in 
1895,  which  no  Government  had  sought 
to  displace  since.  It  was  sometimes  said 
that  they  ought  not  to  attach  undue 
importance  to  that  Commission,  because 
a  certain  number  of  the  Commissioners 
were  in  favour  of  the  Home  Rule  pro- 
posals of  Mr.  Gladstone.  He  contended 
that  this  very  statement  entitled  the 
findings  of  the  Commission  to  all  the 
greater  respect.  He  said  so  because  it 
was  a  Commission  appointed  ad  rm, 
in  order  that  the  Home  Rule  proposals, 
so  far  as  finance  was  concerned,  might 
be  such  as  to  command  confidence,  and 
in  order  that  Ireland,  while  contributing 
a  fair  share  of  the  Imperial  expenditure, 
should  not  be  asked  to  pay  beyond  her 
means  and  capacity.  In  the  matter  of 
finance,   the  British  .Government  had 
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not  acted  towards  Ireland  with  any 
sense  of  fair  play,  or  in  accordance  with 
the  pledges  which  were  given  before 
they  stole  the  Irish  Parliament. 


{18  July  1901} 

Question  put 
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The  House  divided : — A^es,  102 
224.    (Division  List  No.  341.) 


Noes, 


Abraham,  WiUiam  (Cork,N.  E. ) 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Barry.  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Boiand,  John 

Burke,  E.  Haviland- 

Burt,  Thomas 

Galdwell.  James 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Carew,  James  Laurence 

Clancy.  John  Joseph 

Cogan,  Denis  J. 

Condon.  Thomas  Joseph 

Craig,  Robert  Hunter 

Crean,  Eugene 

Cullinan,  J. 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Delany,  William 

l>ewar,  John  A.(Inveme8s-sh. 

Dillon,  John 

Doogan,  P.  0. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark.) 

Duffy.  William  J. 

Duncan,  J.  (Hastings) 

Emmott,  Alfred 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Field,  William 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

OUhooly,  James 

Ooddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Harrington.  Timothy 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Hayne.Rt.Hon.  Charles  Scale- 


Acland-Hood,  Capt.  Sir  A.  F.  I 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Allhusen,  Augustus  Hy.  Eden 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O.  | 

Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John  I 

Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,RtHon.A.J.  (ManchV 
Balfour,RtHn.GeraldW.i  Leeds  I 
Balfour,MajKR.(Chri8tchurch 
Banbury,  Frederick  George      | 
Bathurst,  Hn.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beach,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bristol)  | 
Beckett,  Ernest  William  i 

%nold,  Arthur  I 

Bigwood,  James 
BUI,  Charles  I 

Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith-       ' 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hn.  St  John 
Butcher,  John  George 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Gavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendi8h,W.C.W,(Derbyshire  , 
^il,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor ) 


AYES. 

Healy,  Timothy  Michasl 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon  Charles  H. 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Jones,DavidBrynmor(  Sw'ns*a 
Jones,  William(  Carnarvonshire 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Lay  land- Barratt,  Francis 
Leamy,  Edmund 
Leese,  SirJosephF.(Accringt*n 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
MaoNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M*Cann,  James 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'KiUop,  W.  (SUgo,  North) 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Morris,  Hon.  Martin  Henry  F. 
Morton,  Edw.J.C.  (Devonport) 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nolan,  Col.  J.  P.  (Galway,  N.) 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Kendal(TipperaryMid 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (KUkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'  Connor,  Jame8(  Wicklow,W. ) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (liverpeol) 
O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W,\ 
O'Dowd,  John 

NOES. 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hon.J.(Birm. 
Chamberlain,J.Au8ten(Worc'r 
Chaplin,  Rt  Hon.  Henry 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coghill,  Douglaa  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.   Jesse 
Colomb,SirJohnCharlesReady 
Colston,  Charles  Edward  H.  A. 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Cubitt,  Hn.  Henry 
Cust,  Henry  John  C. 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davies,SirHoratioD.(  Chatham 
Dewar,  T'r  Hamlets  S.  Geo. 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  J.  P. 


,  O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayov  N.> 
O*  Kelly,  James(  Rose  omiiM>nN> 

,   O'MaUey,  William 
O'Mara,  James 

'   O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 

I   O'Shee,  James  John 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Rea,  Russell 
RedJy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  ^  WaterfordV 
Redmond  William  (Clare) 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Rigg,  Richard 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Russell,  T.  W. 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel> 
Schwann,'. Charles  E 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Thomas,  DavidAlf  red  (Merthyr 
Thompson,  Dr.  EC(  Monagh*nN 
Tully,  Jasper 
Wdr,  James  Galloway 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  Luke  (York.  E.  VL\ 
White,Patrick  (Meath.  North) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Williams,  Osmond  iMerioneth> 
Young,  Samuel 
Tellers    for    the    Ayes. — 
Sir  Thomas  Esmonde  and 
Captain  Donelan. 


Dimsdale,  Sir  Joseph  Cockfield 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Durning-Lawrence,  Sir  Edw. 
Dyke,Rt.Hn.Sir  William  Hart 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas. 
Fellowes,Hon.  Ailwjrn  Edward 
Fergusson,RtHn.SirJ.(Manc'r 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Fitzroy,Hon.Edward  Algernc^ 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  PhilipS.  ( War  wick,S.  W. 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner   Ernest 
Godson.SirAugustus  Frederick 
Gordon,Hn.J.E.  (Elgin&  Nairn 
Gordon,Maj.Evan(T'rHnmlet» 
Gorst,Rt  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldoil 
Goschen,  Hn.  George  Joachim 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green.Walford  D.Wednesbury 
Greene,SirE.W(B'rySEdm'nda 
Greene,HenryD.(Shrew8bury^ 
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Gretton,  John 
-Oreville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Hall,  Edward  MarshaU 
Hambro,  Charles  Eric 
Hamaton,RtHnLordG(Midd'x 
Hanbury,  Rt  Hn.  Robt  Wm. 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,  A  rthur  Howard\Han  ley 
Heath,  James  (St»fi'ordB,N.W. 
Helder,  Augustus 
'Henderson,  Alaxander 
Hoare,Edw.Brodie(Hanip8tead 
Hobhouse,Henry(Somerset,  E. 
Hope,J.F.  (Sheffield^ri^htside 
Homer,  Frederick  William 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Howard,John(KentFaver8h'm 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Johnston,  WilMam  (Belfast) 
Keswick,  William 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Lee,ArthurH.(  Haiits.,Fareh'm 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
L^^e,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leigh -Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leve8on-Gower,Frederi(*  N*S. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Col.CharlesW.\  Evesham) 
Long  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Briitol,  S.) 
LonMale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.,  Eskdale) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
IiUca8,Reginald  J.  (Portsmouth 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
^Ucartney,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  G.  E. 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Jdaclver,  David  ^Liverpool) 
111* Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M*Calmont,Col.H.LB(Cambs.) 


{COMMONS} 

M*Killop, James  (Stirlingshire) 
Maiendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
MaAsey-Mainwaring,Hn.  W.  F. 
Max  well,  W.J.  H.(  Du  mf rieshire 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Middlemore,JohnThrogmort'n 
Mildmay,  iSrancis  Bingahm 
Milner,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Frekd.  G. 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Montagu,  Hn.  J.  Scott(  Hants. 
More,Robt.  Jasper  ( Shropshire) 
Morgan,  David  J.  (Walthm'w 
Morgan,  Hn.Fred.(Monm'thsh 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  ArthurH.A.(Deptford 
Mount,  Wm.  Arthur 
Munts,  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn  AGraham(Bute 

Myers,  William  Henry 
Newdi^te,  Francis  Alexander 

Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 

Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 

Pease,  H  erbertPike(  Darlin  gton 

Peel,Hn.  Wm.Robert  Wellesley 

Percy,  Earl 

Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 

Plummer,  Walter  R. 

Pretyman,  Ernest  George 

Purvis,  Robert 

Randies,  John  S. 

Rankin,  Sir  James 

Ratcliff,  R.  F. 

Reid,  Jameb  (Greenock) 

Remnant,  James  Farquharson 

Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 

Renwick,  George 

Ridley,Hon.M.W.(Stalybridge) 

Ridley,  S.  F.  (Bethnal  Green) 

Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  T. 

Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 

Robinson,  Brooke 

Ropner,  Col.  Robert 
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Round,  James 
Royds  Clement  Molyneux 
Sackville,  CoL  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Cot  Samuel  Alexander 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  (Lincohi 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
!   Sharpe,  Wm.  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  (Renfrew 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand 
Smith,HC(North'mb,Tjme8ide 
Stanley,Hn.  Arthur!  Ormskirk 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes) 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stroyan,  John 

Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  £.  (Chichesttf ) 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(OxrdUniv. 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walker,  Col.  WiUiam  Hall 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Wason,  JohnCathcart(  Orkney) 
Webb,  Colonel  William  George 
Welby,Lt.-Col,A.C.R(Taunton 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C  Vernon- 
Whiteley,  H.(Ashton<und-Lyne 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset) 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley (York,E.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (GIm^ow) 
Wilson,J.W.(Worce8ter8hireN. 
Wilson-Todd.  Wm.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,Rt  Hn.E.R.  (Bath) 
Wortley,Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wri^htson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wyhe,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 
Younger,  WiUiam 

Tellers  for  the  Nobs— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


MEAT   MARKING    (IRELAND)    BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee  : — 
(In  the  Committee.) 

(Mr.  Jesse  Collings  (Birmingham,  Bor- 
desley)  in  the  Chair.] 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL  (Greenwich) 
moved  to  report  progress. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  if  the  noble 
Lord  was  aware  that  the  Bill  was  a  Pro- 
tectionist Bill. 

Mr.  flavin  (Kerry,  N,)  asked  if  the 
noble  Lord  was  aware  that  the  Bill  did 
not  refer  to  the  Hotel  Cecil. 

Committee  reported  progress;  to  sit 
^gain  to-morrow. 


ULSTER    CUSTOM  BILL 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  objected. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  Mid)  hoped 
that  the  hon.  Member  would  allow  the 
Bill  to  proceed. 

Mr.  flavin  asked  whv  the  hon. 
Member  did  not  use  his  influence  with 
his  colleagues  to  permit  Irish  Bills  to  go 
through. 

Second  Beading  deferred  till  Mondaj 
next. 

Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  after 
TwdveofJthWJj^ 
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FBI  FATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


STANDING  ORDERS  COMMITTEE. 
Report  from,  That  the  Standing  Orders 
not  complied  with  in  respect  of  the 
Derby  Corporation  Bill 

ought  to  be  dispensed  with,  and  the  Bill 
allowed  to  proceed  ;  read,  and  agreed  to. 

LONDON    AND    INDIA    DOCKS    (NEW 
WORKS)  BILL. 

The  King's  consent  signified ;  and  Bil^ 
reported  with  Amendments. 

GLASGOW  AND  SOUTH-WESTERN 
I  RAILWAY  BILL. 

I        LLANELLY  HARBOUR  BILL  LH.L.]. 
g       Reported  with  Amendments. 

I  DUBLIN,  WICKLOW,  AND  WEXFORD 
I  RAILWAY  (NEW  ROSS  AND  WATER- 
"       FORD  EXTENSION)  BILL. 

I      Reported  without  amendment. 

'       WATFORD  AND    DISTRICT  TRAM- 
H^  WAYS  BILL  [H.L.]. 

^  Read  3",  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
5   Commons. 

I 

I  LONG  EATON  GAS  BILL. 

I      Read  3",  with   the  Amendments,  and 

I  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

^      SOUTH  METROPOLITAN  GAS  BILL. 
^      Read    3^,  with    the   Amendments;  a 
r  further  amendment   made;  Bill  passed, 
^  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

•§  WISBECH  WATER  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 
^  to,  with  Amendments ;   the  said  Amend- 
ments considered,  and  agreed  to. 


TOTTENHAM 
JUNCTION 


AND    HAMPSTEAD 
RAILWAY  BILL. 


YORKSHIRE   ELECTRIC   POWER  BILL. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

LYNTON  AND  BARNSTAPLE  RAILWAY 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 
to. 

VOL.  XCVII.      [Fourth  Series.] 


PAISLEY    POLICE    AND    PUBLIC 
HEALTH    BILL. 


Reported  from  the   Select  Committee 
with  Amendments. 

BLACKBURN  CORPORATION  BILL. 
Reported  with  Amendments. 

MOND  GAS  BILL. 
Reported   from  the  Select  Committee* 
with  Amendments. 

WEST  CUMBERLAND  ELECTRIC  TRAM-^ 
WAYS  BILL. 

CLYDE  VALLEY  ELECTRICAL  POWER 
BILL. 

The  King's  consent  signified;  and 
Bills  reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
with  Amendments. 

PAISLEY  DISTRICT  TRAMWAYS 
ORDER  CONFIRMATION  BILL  [h.l.]. 

A  Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order 
under  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure 
(Scotland)  Act>,  1899,  relating  to  Paisley 
District  Tramways ;  was  presented  by  the 
Lord  Balfour ;  read  1« ;  to  be  printed ; 
and  to  be  read  2^  on  Friday  next. 
(No.  169.) 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (HOUSING  OF  WORKING 
CLASSES)  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Order  made  on  the 
2 1  St  March  last,  *That  no  Provisional 
Order  Confirmation  Bill  brought  from  the 
House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second 
time  after  the  27th  day  of  June  next,'  be 
dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now 
read  2«  " ;  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2«  accord- 
ingly, and  committed ;  the  Committee  to 
be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of 
Selection. 

LOCAL       GOVERNMENT       (IRELANDV 
PROVISIONAL    ORDERS    (No.  4)    BILl! 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order);  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment; Standing  Committee  negatived; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3«  on  Monday  next.  ' 


BETUBNS,  BEFOBTS,  ETC. 

ARMY    (VOLUNTEERS). 

Proposed  amendment  of  the    scheme 
relative  to  the   efiiciency  of  Volunteers 
under  Order  in  Council  dated  31st  July 
1880,  as  amended  by  sfjh^e^ii^pnt  OrdersJe 
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Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act), 
And  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

SOUTH    AFRICA    (CONCENTRATION 
CAMPS), 

Return  of  numbers  of  persons  in  the 
Concentration  Camps  in  South  Africa, 
June,  1901. 

ARSENICAL    POISONING    (ROYAL 
COMMISSION). 

Report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  poisoning 
by  arsenic  in  beer  and  other  articles  of 
diet. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
No.  2663.  France  (Reunion). 
No.  2664.  Austria-Hungary, 
No.  2665.  Netherlands  (Java). 

Presented  (by  command),  and  onlered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


NEfF  BILLS. 


PATENT    LAW    AMENDMENT 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  law  with  refer- 
ence to  intemat  onal  arrangements  for 
patents,  was  presented  by  the  Earl  of 
Dudley;  read  1";  and  to  be  printed. 
<No.  168). 

SALMON    FISHERIES     (IRELAND) 
BILL    [H.L.]. 

*The  Earl  of  MAYO :  My  Lords,  in 
accordance  with  the  notice  standing  in 
my  name,  I  rise  to  draw  attention  to  the 
Report  of  the  Irish  Inland  Fisheries 
Commission,  and  to  present  a  Bill.  I 
think  I  can  justify  my  position  with 
regard  to  this  matter  by  saying  at  the 
outset  that  I  am  devoted  to  the  gentle  art. 
It  was  evident  some  years  ago  that  the 
rivers  of  Ireland  were  gradually  becoming 
depleted  of  salmon.  A  committee  of  the 
Irish  Tourists'  Association  considered  the 
matter  in  1896,  and  decided  to  send  out 
a  series  of  questions  to  gentlemen  inte- 
rested in  the  different  rivers  in  Ireland. 
I  must  draw  your  Lordships'  attention 
to  the  fact  that,  being  a  tourists'  asso- 
ciation, we  were  only  able  to  deal  with 
rod-fishing.  The  questions  asked  were  : 
(1)  Has  the  rod-fishing  for  salmon,  sea 
trout,  and  brown  trout  deteriorated  in 
your   district  1    (2)  Has  the  net-fishing 


for  salmon,  sea  trout,  and  brown  trout 
deteriorated  in  your  district.?  Causes 
of  deterioration  (if  any)  1  (4)  Do  the 
constabulary  take  any  active  part  in 
enforcing  the  Fishery  Laws  ?  (5)  Do 
the  coastguard  take  any  active  part  in 
enforcing  these  laws  ?  And  (6)  what 
remedial  measures  should,  in  your 
opinion,  be  adopted  in  your  district  ].  We 
received  103  answers  to  those  queries,  and 
a  Report  was  drawn  up  which  stated 
that — 

'*  The  deterioration  in  Irish  angling  has  been 
most  noticeable  during  the  last  ten  or  twelve 
years,  in  which  space  of  tune  matters  seem  to 
have  been  going  from  bad  to  worse.  The  lakes 
and  rivers,  except  in  some  few  favoured  dis- 
tricts, seem  to  be  without  supervision  of  any 
kind,  at  the  mercy  of  poachers,  whom  the  law 
seems  unable  to  reach.  In  Ireland  there  are 
the  most  perfect  natural  salmon  and  trout 
rivers  in  the  world ;  rivers  whose  upper  waters 
offer  the  best  possible  spawning  ground,  and 
whose  deeper  and  lower  reaches  afford  every- 
thing necessary  in  the  way  of  suitable  shdto' 
and  naunts  for  mature  fish.  The  causes  mili* 
tatinff  against  an  adequate  supply  of  fish  are 
found  to  be  poaching  and  the  want  of  proper 
protection.*' 

A  quickening  of  the  authorities  took 
place  after  that,  and  in  some  cases,  no 
doubt,  the  constabulary  gave  assistance 
by  stopping  the  poaching  of  salmon 
whilst  the  fish  were  spawning.  About 
two  years  later  it  was  suggested  by  Mr. 
Maguire,  of  the  Board  of  Conservators  of 
the  Drogheda  District,  that  a  conference 
should  be  held  of  the  different  boards  of 
conservators  in  Ireland.  These  boards 
met  and  sent  delegates  to  a  conference,  at 
which  most  conflicting  interests  had  to  be 
dealt  with — ^the  interests  of  net  men 
and  rod  men,  and  also  the  milling  interest. 
The  conference  appointed  committees  to 
deal  with  certain  points,  and  met  again  to 
receive  the  reports  of  the  committees, 
and  it  was  then  decided  to  go  in  a  deputa- 
tion to  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  The  mov^ 
ment  began  in  1896,  and  the  deputation 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  took  place  last 
year  or  the  year  before.  I  had  the  honour 
of  being  chairman  at  the  conferences,  and 
also  spokesman  of  the  deputation  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant.  The  result  was,  his 
Excellency  appointed  a  Vice-regal  Com- 
mission, the  Report  of  which  has  been  laid 
on  the  Table  of  both  Houses.  In  Ireland 
we  are  most  satisfied  with  the  Report  of 
that  Commission,  and  I  will  read  to  your 
Lordships   the   names   of   the  Commis- 
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flioners.  They  were  the  Right  Hon. 
Samuel  Walker,  Lord  Justice  of  Appeal 
in  Ireland  (Chairman) ;  Professor  Daniel 
John  Cunningham, M.D., Trinity  College, 
Dublin  ;  Sir  Thomas  Esmonde,  Bart., 
M.P.  ;  Sir  R.  U.  Penrose  Fitzgerald, 
Bart.,  M.P.  ;  the  Rev,  William  Spots  wood 
Green,  M.A.,  one  of  H.M.  Inspectors  of 
Fisheries  in  Ireland  ;  Professor  William 
Carmichael  Mcintosh,  M.D.,  St.  Andrews 
University ;  and  the  Rt.  Hon.  OXonor 
Don.  In  their  Report  the  Commis- 
sioners stated  that  they  received  evidence 
as  to  all  the  principal  rivers,  estuaries, 
and  fishing  waters  in  Ireland,  and  also 
made  personal  inspections  of  the  Shannon 
from  Killaloe  to  Scattery  Island,  the 
Laune  and  Killarney  Lakes,  the  Lee,  the 
Black  water  down  to  Youghal,  the  Boyne, 
the  Moy,  the  Sllgo  river,  the  Ballysadare, 
the  Bush,  the  Bann,  the  Foyle,  the 
Gal  way  river,  and  the  Slaney.  They 
say— 

*'  We  consider  that  the  principle  of  preserving 
the  snpply  of  sa1moi>  and  trout  for  the  use  of 
the  puUic,  and  maintaining  the  benefits  which, 
directly  and  indireetiy,  accrue  to  the  country 
from  the  maintenance  of  a  sufficient  number 
of  fish  in  the  rivers,  estuaries,  and  waters  of 
Ireland,  underlies  the  granting  of  the  present 
Commission;  and  we  have  carefully  kept  this 
fact  in  view  throughout  our  entire  inquiry." 

The  former  Irish  Fisheries  Commission, 
was  in  1837,  and  an  Act  was  passed  in 
1842,  but  after  that  things  went  from 
bad  to  worse.  Then  we  had  a  Select  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1863. 
This  led  to  the  passing  of  a  most  impor- 
tant Act,  which  swept  away  a  number  of 
those  engines  and  machines  that  im- 
peded the  salmon  from  ascending  the 
rivers.  There  important  legislation 
stopped,  but  we  hope  to  get  further  legis- 
lation as  the  result  of  this  Commission, 
One  of  my  reasons  for  bringing  this 
Report  before  your  Lordships  is  the  state- 
ment of  the  Commissioners  with  regard 
to  salmon  and  trout  being  valuable  food. 
I  should  like  to  see  this  harvest  of  our 
inland  fisheries  sold  at  6d.  per  lb.  in  the 
marketsof  the  United  Kingdom,  and  there 
IS  no  reason  why,  with  proper  regulation 
and  due  regard  to  all  the  interests  in- 
volved, this  should  not  become  a  fact. 
After  the  Report  of  the  Commission  was 
laid  on  the  Table  of  both  Houses  the  con- 
ference of  delegates  from  the  different 
boards  of  conservators  met  again,  and 
that  meeting  was  better  attended  than 


the  previous  ones,  sixteen  out  of  th 
twenty-four  boards  being  represented- 
The  Report  was  fully  discussed,  and 
although  all  the  boards  did  not  send  dele- 
gates there  was  no  hostile  feeling  shown, 
and  nothing  adverse  appeared  in  the 
Irish  press.  I  will  deal,  firstly,  with  the 
recommendations  of  the  Commission.  It 
was  found  undesirable  to  introduce  in  the 
Bill,  which  I  hope  to  present  to  your 
Lordships'  House  when  I  conclude  my 
remarks,  provisions  dealing  with  the 
constabulary,  which  are  under  the  Irish 
Executive.  The  Commission  in  their 
Report  say — 

"  We  are  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  public 
interest  makes  it  desirable  that  it  shoiud  be 
made  part  of  the  datrjr  of  the  constabulary  to 
assist  m  the  protection  of  salmon  and  trout 
during  the  spawning  season  and  on  the  spawn- 
ing bMB.'' 

That  is  all  we  can  hope  that  the  con- 
stabulary will  do  for  the  present.  I 
will  only  quote  the  evidence  of  one 
witness  out  of  the  many  who  were 
examined  by  the  Commission.  Lord 
Morris,  whom  we  hope  soon  to  see  back 
in  his  place,  said — 

'*  I  want  to  state,  after  long  experience,  not 
indeed  in  a  fishing  way,  but  I  went  fifty-three 
circuits  through  Ireland  as  judge,  and  in  my 
opinion  there  will  never  be  anything  practical 
in  the  way  of  putting  down  poaching  unless 
the  constabulary  are  to  do  it.  I  look  upon 
everything  else  a%the  merest  palliative — utterly 
useless  unless  the  police  are  authorised  and 
empowered  to  put  it  down.  It  is  illegal  under 
various  statuteis.  Why  should  not  the  police 
put  down  what  is   iUegal,  as  they  do  illicit 

whiskv? Therefore  I    have    no 

belief  m  anything  unless  the  police  are  to  be 
employed  to  put  down  poaching." 

The  question  was  asked — 

"  That  would  be  on  the  spawning  beds  ? " 
and  Lord  Morris's  reply  was— 

"  Of  course,  during  the  illegal. time." 

He  was  next  asked — 

•*  They  are  no  man's  property,  then  ?  " 

and  his  reply  was — 

•*  They  are  no  man's  property ;  they  are  not 
mine.  I  could  not  meddle  with  the  fish  myself. 
And  why  is  it  supposed  to  be  the  duty  of  the 
owner  of  the  fisheries  to  put  down  an  illegality 
at  the  time  that  he  has  no  control  over  it,  no 
more  than  any  other  member  of  society? 
Therefore,  I  think  it  is  entirely  a  police  duty. 
I  cannot  understand  some  suggestions  I  saw 
about  taking  the  police  out  of  their  proper 
sphere,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing.  What  is 
their  proper  sphere  but  to  assert  the  law? 
This  is  a  breach  of  the  law.'* 
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I  trust  I  have  made  it  clear  that  what  we 
hope  will  be  done  is  to  protect  the  fish 
on  the  spawning  beds.  The  coastguard 
question  is  a  very  difficult  one  to  deal 
with,  because,  broadly  speaking,  the 
attitude  of  the  Admiralty  is  unfavourable. 
The  Commissioners  say — 

"We  are  unable  to  see  why  the  powers* 
given  by  the  law  to  the  coastguard,  should  not 
be  carried  out,  and  we  are  of  opinion  that  the 
interests  of  the  public  in  the  fisheries  render  it 
most  desirable  tnat  the  restrictions  imposed  by 
the  authorities  at  ihe  Admiralty  should  be 
removed  and  the  coastguard  authorised  to 
assist  in  the  enforcement  of  the  close  seasons.', 

At  one  time  gunboats  did  seize  nets, 
but  when  the  bad  times  came  in  Ireland 
it  was  thought  advisable  that  there 
should  not  be  colHsions  between  our 
bluejackets  and  the  people  on  the  coast, 
and  since  then  no  action  has  been  taken 
by  the  coastguard.  The  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Commissions  with  regard 
to  hatcheries  have  not  been  embodied 
in  the  Bill,  because  it  was  felt  that  our 
new  Department  were  deahng  with  the 
matter  and  that  they  should  have  a 
fair  trial.  The  Commissioners  state  that 
the  estabUshment  and  maintenance 
of  hatcheries  formed  a  question  so  im- 
portant that  a  very  considerable  portion 
of  the  evidence  submitted  to  them  was 
naturally  devoted  to  that  subject.  I 
wish  to  draw  attention  to  the  effect  of 
hatcheries  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard  of 
America.  The  evidence  was  that  on  the 
Atlantic  seaboard  of  America  salmon, 
after  having  been  practically  extermi- 
nated by  poaching  and  other  causes, 
were  reintroduced  by  the  artificial 
hatching  of  eggs  obtained  from  Canada. 
Evidence  of  a  similar  nature,  although 
not  so  striking,  was  forthcoming  from 
other  countries.  The  Commissioners 
recommend  that  a  central  hatchery 
should  be  estabHshed  in  each  province 
of  Ireland,  which  should  be  erected, 
fitted  up,  and  maintained  out  of  funds 
under  the  control  of  the  fishery  authority, 
and  be  directly  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Department,  and  that  the  capture 
and  sale  of  salmon  and  fry,  in  connection 
with  artificial  propagation,  should  be 
made  lawful.  Since  this  report  Mr.  S. 
Jaffe,  of  Osnabriick,  in  a  letter  in  the 
Field  of  July  Gth  of  this  year  on  the 
success  of  the  salmon  hatcheries  in  the 
River  Weser,  where  natural  spawning 
has  practically  ceased  since  1892,  gave 

The  Earl  of  Mayo, 


the  following  statistics,  which  are  founded 
on  the  number  of  fish  caught  in  the  third, 
fourth,  and  fifth  years  after  the  fry 
were  planted  in  the  river — 

Salmon 

returned  PeroentAge 

Fry  and  were  of  salmon 

planted.  canghtln        Caoght.  retnroedto 

1892.       1894.    1896.    1896.  ToUI.  fry  planted. 

1,411,260.. 2,666.. 8,204.. 2,060.. 7,820..  over  6^  per  1000.* 

1898.        1896     1896.    1897. 
1,086,860..    9SS.. 1,606..    669.. 8,198.. under  S   per  1000. t 

1894.       1806.     1897.    1898. 
1,264,200..  1,384..  1,688..  1,046.. 3.968..  over  3   per  1000.1 

1896.        1897.    1898.    1899. 
1,268,000..  1,168..  1,918..    919.. 4,008..  over  8   per  1000." 


*  Being  6,647  salmon  per  million  fry  planted,    t  BeioR 
S,946  salmon  per  millio     *  .      -  -  .       ^-^- 

wlmon  per  million  fry 
per  million  fry  planted. 


2,946  salmon  per  million  fry  planted,    t  Being  3,138 
salmon  per  million  fry  planted,    f  Being  ;3,109  salmon 


The  proportion  of  about  three  per  1,000  of 
returning  salmon  to  fry  planted,  that  is  to  say, 
three  adult  salmon  returning  to  every  1,000 
fry  planted  artificially,  may  appear  small  at 
first  sight.  Considering,  however,  that  the 
cost  of  1,000  fry  planted  on  the  Weser  does  not 
exceed  7s.  6d.,  for  which  we  get  three  salmon 
of  an  average  of  121b.  each  back,  we  get  a  very 
fair  return  for  our  money  on  a  river  on  which 
we  now  depend  wholly  on  artificial  planting 
for  our  eaten. 

Mr.  Jaff6  concluded  by  sajdng  that  he 
thinks  these  percentages  will  become 
considerably  higher  owing  to  new  and 
improved  means  of  planting  the  fry.  All 
this  has  come  as  a  shock  to  those  who 
have  attempted  to  minimise  the  im- 
portance of  hatcheries,  and  is  most 
interesting. 

As  to  the  scientific  investigations 
recommended  by  the  Commission,  I 
may  say  that  the  new  Department  have 
taken  the  matter  in  hand,  and  are 
commencing,  or  have  commenced,  work. 
The  Commission  also  recommended  that 
a  fishery  board  should  be  constructed. 
With  regard  to  that  there  was  a  difference 
of  opinion  at  our  conference,  but  I 
stopped  discussion  on  the  matter  by 
pointing  out  that  we  should  give  our  new 
Department  a  fair  chance.  I  said  I 
thought  it  better  that  the  new  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  and  Technical 
Instruction,  which  had  appointed  a 
Fishery  Committee,  should  for  the 
present  deal  with  the  matter.  I  think  I 
have  said  enough  with  regard  to  the 
matters  recommended  by  the  Irish 
Inland  Fisheries  Commission.  You  will 
have  seen  how,  step  by  step,  since  1896, 
those  interested  in  the  matter  have  done 
everything  in  their  power  to  obtain 
this  Commission,  and  I  think  you 
will  allow  that  we  have  done  our  duty 
in    the    matter.      Conflicting   interests 
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have  been  reconciled.  Nearly  all  the 
members  of  our  conference  were  wit- 
nesses before  the  Commission,  and  now 
we  trust  that  His  Majesty's  Government, 
as  represented  by  the  Irish  Executive, 
will  take  measures  which  will  lead  to  the 
improvement  of  our  inland  fisheries. 
There  is  one  form  of  poaching  peculiar 
to  Ireland — namely,  the  poisoning  of  the 
rivers  in  Kerry  by  means  of  a  plant 
commonly  called  spurge,  of  which  the 
botanical  name  is  Euphorbia  Hibernica. 
I  now  beg  to  present  my  Bill,  which  is 
entitled  Salmon  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Bill, 
and  embodies  two  principles — the  free 
passage  of  the  fish  and  the  protection 
and  enforcement  of  the  law. 

Bill  to  amend  the  laws  relating  to  the 
salmon  fisheries  of  Ireland,  presented 
by  the  Earl  of  Maya 

Moved,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  1^. — 
{The  Earl  ^f  Mayo.) 

The  Earl  ot  DENBIGH  :  My  Lords, 
I  do  not  know  whether  any  remarks 
from  me  are  called  for,  because  it  is  not 
possible  to  say  anything  with  regard  to  a 
Bill  we  kave  not  seen.  But  I  can  promise 
nty  noble  friend  that  his  Bill  will  be  re- 
garded with  great  interest  and  attention, 
And  although,  of  course.  It  is  impossible 
to  carry  out  anything  in  the  way  of  legis- 
lation this  year,  it  is  very  likely  that  some 
provisions  of  this  Bill  may  afford  a  prac- 
tical basis  for  useful  legislation  after- 
wards. The  recommendations  of  the 
Commission  may  be  divided  into  two 
classes — those  which  require  legisla- 
tion, and  those  which  do  not.  The 
noble  Lord  has  touched  upon  one 
or  two  of  the  recommendations  which 
he  said  could  be  carried  out  by  the 
Executive  without  legislation,  and  I 
think  I  shall  be  able  to  show  your 
Lordships  that  the  matter  is  not  being 
allowed  to  sleep.  With  regard  to  the 
question  of  hatcheries,  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction 
began  last  year  a  system  of  developing 
hatcheries,  offering  the  owners  of 
hatcheries  £25  for  every  100,000  fry 
turned  out  over  the  output  of  the  year 
hefore.  Four  hundred  and  twenty-four 
thousand  beyond  their  average  output 
were  turned  out  by  five  hatcheries. 
This  system  has  worked  very  well,  and 


will  be  repeated.  In  addition  to  this  the 
Department  have  issued  to  boards  of 
conservators  and  others  a  scheme  for  the 
establishment  of  new  hatcheries  and  the 
further  development  of  existing  ones, 
although  on  somewhat  different  lines 
from  those  of  the  plan  suggested  by  the 
Commission.  It  was  also  in  the  interest 
of  the  salmon  fisheries  that  the  Depart- 
ment entered  an  opposition  this  year 
before  Parliament  to  the  Shannon  Water 
and  Electric  Power  Bill,  on  the  ground  of 
the  injury  the  scheme  was  calculated 
to  do  to  the  spawning  beds,  and  they  only 
withdrew  their  opposition  on  terms 
which  they  believed  would  adequately 
protect  the  interests  of  salmon  fisheries. 
These  included  the  contribution  of  £2,500 
by  the  company  towards  the  construction 
of  a  special  hatchway.  Scientific  investi- 
gation into  the  life  history  of  salmon  is 
being  undertaken  almost  precisely  on  the 
lines  recommended  by  the  Commission. 
As  to  the  protection  that  the  constabu- 
lary can  give,  and  the  suppression  of 
poaching,  the  Department  have  entered 
into  communication  with  the  Inspector- 
General  of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary 
on  the  subject  of  the  co-operation  of  the 
constabulary,  and  the  result  has  been 
the  issue  of  a  circular  to  the  men  of  the 
constabulary.  I  hope  these  statements 
will  be  satisfactory  to  the  noble  Lord, 
who  may  rest  assured  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  do  all  they  can  to  promote  this 
question. 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  1^  accordingly;  and  to  be 
printed.     (No.  170.) 

ROYAL    DECLARATION  BILL    [h.l.]. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  LORD 
PRIVY  SEAL  (The  Marquess  of  Salis- 
bury) :  I  rise,  my  Lords,  to  present  a 
Bill  drawn  up  in  pursuance  of  a  Report 
made  a  short  time  ago  by  a  Committee  of 
this  House  upon  the  Royal  Declaration 
required  to  be  made  on  the  accession  of 
the  Sovereign.  The  Bill  is  almost  exactly 
in  the  terms  of  the  Report ;  there  are 
only  two  slight  modifications.  During 
the  debate  in  the  House  a  few  days  ago 
it  was  noticed  by  some  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  peers  that  the  words  **  adoration 
of  the  Virgin  Mary  '*  were  not  in  their 
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evidently  felt  to  be  a  matter  of  some 
importance  that  these  words  should  be 
corrected.  I  can  only  say  that  the  fault 
is  not  ours  ;  it  is  the  fault  of  our  ancestors 
in  the  time  of  Charles  II.,  who  drew  up 
the  Declaration  in  this  form.  I  should 
have  thought  myself  that,  if  they  knew 
anything,  they  knew  something  of 
mariolatry. 

Lord  CLIFFORD  of  CHUDLEI6H  : 
Titus  Oates  ? 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY: 
Titus  Oates  was  not  in  Parliament.  I 
do  not  know  how  they  came  to  make  so 
great  a  blunder.  However,  what  we 
have  done  is  to  leave  out  the  words  to 
which  the  Roman  Catholic  peer?  objected. 
Then  there  was  another  objection  taken 
■T-that,  on  account  of  the  vague  gram- 
matical structure  of  the  sentences,  we 
had  used  language  which,  as  was 
observed  in  the  course  of  our  recent 
debate,  would  make  it  possible  for  the 
Pope  himself  to  make  the  Declaration. 
I  always  thought  myself  that  this  was  a 
somewhat  hypercritical  mode  of  con- 
struing the  Declaration  ;  but,  however, 
when  the  blot  was  pointed  out  it  became 
necessary  to  remove  it,  and  we  have 
added  the  words  "  in  which  I  beKeve  *' 
after  the  words  **  are  contrary  to  the 
Protestant  religion,"  making  clear  the 
declaration  of  his  belief  on  the  part  of 
the  Sovereign  making  the  Declaration. 
I  do  not  see  that  this  was  a  very  neces- 
sary change,  but  still  notice  having 
been  taken  of  the  blot,  it  is  right  to  make 
the  correction.  These  are  the  only 
changes  we  have  made,  though,  as  your 
Lordships  are  aware,  other  changes 
have  been  asked  for.  There  are  some 
peers  who  have  asked  for  the  abolition 
of  the  Declaration  altogether.  To  that 
I  can  only  say  that  it  is  not  a  matter 
worth  discussing  at  this  moment,  but 
so  far  as  His  Majesty's  Government  are 
concerned,  and  I  believe  a  verv  great 
majority  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
are  concerned,  there  would  be  strenuous 
opposition  to  the  abolition  of  this  time- 
honoured  Declaration.  A  further  ques- 
tion, which  I  admit  is  not  nearly  so 
important,  is  whether  the  mode  of 
expressing  the  King's  refusal  to  be 
bound  by  the  Roman  Catholic  religion 
is  made  in  the  most  suitable  and  felicitous 
The  Marquess  of  Salisbury. 


terms.  As  to  that  I  believe,  and  I  have 
only  learned  it  lately,  some  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  peers  think  it  would  be  more 
satisfactory  if  there  were  no  Declaration 
of  the  kind,  but  simply  a  repudiation  of 
Roman  Catholic  adhesion  on  the  part  of 
the  Sovereign.  My  Lords,  I  will  only 
say  about  that  that  I  am  not  quite  sure 
that  the  precise  set  of  motives  and  con- 
siderations which  have  guided  Roman 
Catholic  peers  in  their  observations 
expressing  their  desire  may  not  operate 
in  a  precisely  inverse  fashion  upon  the 
minds  of  Protestants  in  this  and  in  the 
other  House  of  Parliament.  Until  I 
hear  the  matter  discussed  I  will  not 
express  an  opinion  on  the  point.  I  an 
bound  to  take  the  form  of  the  Declaration 
as  it  has  come  down  to  us,  with  the 
correction  of  what  were  obvious  defects, 
and  I  think  it  would  be  wiser  to  make 
as  few  changes  as  possible.  Upon  that, 
however,  when  we  arrive  at  future  stages 
of  the  Bill  we  shall  be  able  to  ascertain 
more  clearly  the  opinion  of  the  House. 
I  beg  to  move  that  the  Bill  be  read  a 
first  time. 

Bill  to  modify  the  Declaration  required 
by  the  Bill  of  Rights  to  be  made  by  the 
Sovereign,  presented  by  the  Lord  Privy 
Seal  (J/*  Salisbury), 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  1^.— 
{The  Marquess  of  Salisbury ) 

Lord  HERRIES,  who  had  given  notice 
to  ask  His  Majesty's  Government  what 
course  they  proposed  to  pursue  in  con- 
sequence of  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
appointed  to  consider  the  Declaration 
of  the  Sovereign  against  Transubstantia- 
tion,  said :  The  noble  Marquess  the  Prime 
Minister  has  anticipated  the  question 
I  intended  putting  to  him.  I  am  glad 
the  Bill  has  been  brought  forward,  and 
that  the  Government  are  going  to  modify 
the  Declaration.  When  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  was  discussed  on  a 
former  occasion  the  Government  inti- 
mated that  they  would  be  prepared  to 
consider  wiy  Amendments  that  might  be 
brought  forward.  I  think  it  wouJd  be 
more  proper  that  these  Amendments 
shouldi  be  considered  at  a  later  stage  ol 
the  Bill. 

*Earl  spencer  :  My  Lords,  I  agree 
with  the  noble  Maxou^s  iiia^lm  Second 
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Heading  is  the  proper  time  for  discussion. 
But,  as  my  position  was  somewhat 
different  from  that  of  the  other  Members 
of  the  Committee,  I  should  like  to  say 
two  or  three  words.  I  rejoice  that  His 
Majesty's  Government  have  thought  it 
right  to  introduce  a  Bill  on  this  matter, 
and  I  am  also  glad  to  hear  that  the  altera- 
tions have  been  made  to  which  the  noble 
Marquess  referred.  I  deprecate  any 
attempt  to  materially  alter  the  form  of 
the  Declaration.  On  the  Committee  I  did 
not  entirely  agree  with  the  form,  and  I 
had  considerable  sympathy  with  those 
who  desired  to  exclude  all  references  to 
doctrine ;  but,  considering  the  very  strong 
feeling  which  exists  in  the  country  in 
favour  of  maintaining  the  ancient  Declara- 
tion to  secure  that  it  shall  always  be  a 
Protestant  on  the  Throne  of  England, 
I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  alter  its  form  beyond  that 
recommended  by  the  Committee.  I 
trust  that,  when  the  discussion  comes 
on,  material  alterations  will  not  be 
pressed,  and  that  we  shall  be  content 
with  the  old  Declaration  as  amended  by 
the  omission  of  the  strong  expressions 
which  to  my  mind  were  justly  offensive 
to  Roman  CathoUcs. 

Lord  CLIFFORD  of  CHUDLEIGH  : 
Can  the  noble  Marquess  tell  us  when 
the  Second  Reading  will  be  taken  1 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY: 
I  propose  to  ask  the  House  to  take  it  on 
Tuesday. 

The  Lord  Archbishop  of  YORK  :  My 
Lords,  I  think  that  would  be  allowing 
a  very  short  interval  for  the  consideration 
of  a  question  upon  which  the  people  of 
England  have  not  yet  made  up  their 
minds.     The  House  should  not  proceed 
hastily,  nor  is  there  need,  for  the  reigning 
Sovereign    has  already    made    the    De- 
claration.    Recalling  the  circumstances 
of  the  discussion  a  short  time  ago,   I 
hardly  think  we  shall  be  in  a  position  to 
come  to  a  wise  decision  on  this  important 
question.     I   would  be  thankful  if  the 
decision    could    be    postponed    to    next 
session.     Many  peersj'are  now  away  from 
town,  and  will  be  unable  to  return  to  the 
House  by  Tuesday.     Delay  would  be  an 
advantage. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :    I  hope  the 
Government  will  not  yield  to  the  appeal 


of  the  right  rev.  Prelate.  If  we  are  to 
deal  with  this  subject  at  all  we  should 
deal  with  it  at  once.  The  session  is 
already  far  advanced,  and  if  we  were  to 
postpone  the  consideration  of  the  matter 
for  some  weeks  it  would  mean  its  post- 
ponement till  next  year.  I  hope  the 
noble  Marquess  will  adhere  to  his  decision 
to  take  the  Second  Reading  on  Tuesday 
next. 


The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY:  I 
am  bound  to  say  I  do  not  think  there  is 
much  foundation  in  this  case  for  a  plea 
of  delay.  We  have  had  this  matter  before 
the  House  for  a  month  or  six  weeks,  and 
it  has  been  perfectly  well  known  what 
the  points  at  issue  would  be.  Roman 
CathoHc  peers  have  been  urging  us  to 
deal  with  the  matter  for  some  weeks  past,, 
and  obviously  you  cannot  delay  the  Bill 
now  without  putting  it  off  to  next  year. 
It  is  a  subject  of  a  disturbing  and  ex- 
citing character,  and  should  not  be  left 
over  for  an  unnecessarily  long  period. 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  P  accordingly ;  to  be  printed; 
and  to  be  read  2"  on  Tuesday  next.  (No- 
171.) 

UNSEAWORTHY    SHIPS— DECK    LOADS- 
Lord   MUSKERRY:     My   Lords,    I 
beg  to  ask  His  Majesty's  Government 
whether  at  the  recent  Board  of  Trade 
inquiries  into  the  loss  of  the  ss.  "  Mobile," 
with  all  hands,  and  the  casualty  to  the 
ss.  "  Huddersfield  "  with  loss  of  Ufe,  it 
was  found  that,  owing  to  their  carrying 
deck  loads  in  the  winter  time  in  the 
North  Atlantic,  both  vessels  were  sent 
to   sea   in    an    unseaworthy  condition : 
whether    this    is    an    infringement    of 
Section  457  of  the  Merchant  Shipping 
Act  regarding  the  sending  to  sea  of  un- 
seaworthy  ships,  and  whether  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  take 
prompt  action  thereupon  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  such  needless  sacrifice  of 
Ufe  in  the  future.    To  previous  questions 
on  the  subject  of  unseaworthy  ships  the 
reply  has  been  that  the  Board  of  Trade 
has  no  jurisdiction  over  any  vessels  sailing 
from  ports  outside  the  United  Kingdom 
to  other  foreign  ports.     This  is  a  curious 
decision  in  view  of  the  fact  that  when  a 
British  vessel  is  lost  the  Bpajd  of  Trade 
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hold  an  inquiry,  and  decide  what,  in 
their  opinion,  was  the  cause  ;  and  should 
the  captain  survive,  he  is  tried  at  the  same 
time,  and  his  certificate  suspended  if  it  is 
ascertained  that  the  vessel  went  to  sea 
in  an  unseaworthy  condition.  Under 
the  Merchant  Shipping  Act  the  Board  of 
Trade  have  jurisdiction  over  every  ship 
sent  to  sea  in  an  unseaworthy  condition, 
and  I  fail  to  find  any  provision  that  the 
vessel  must  sail  from  or  arrive  at  a  port 
in  the  United  Kingdom.  A  master  of  a 
British  ship  is  supposed  to  have  discre- 
tionary powers  as  to  whether  or  not  j 
his  ship  is  so  loaded  as  to  be  unseaworthy ; 
but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  he  has  not, 
because  if  he  refused  to  take  her  he 
would  probably  be  told  that  his  services 
were  no  longer  required.  This  is  a 
matter  in  which  some  action  by  the  Board 
of  Trade  is  very  much  needed. 

The  secretary  to  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (The  Earl  of  Dudley): 
My  Lords,  I  am  afraid  the  Board  of 
Trade  are  unable  to  take  any  action  in 
the  cases  mentioned.  The  vessels  went 
to  sea  in  an  unseaworthy  state ;  one 
foundered,  and  the  other  was  caught 
in  a  gale  of  wind,  and  loss  of  life  was 
sustained.  The^e  matters  are  governed 
by  two  sections  of  the  Merchant  Shipping 
Act  of  1894.  Section  451  deals  with 
the  question  of  deck  cargo,  and  it  was 
with  reference  to  that  section  that  I 
gave  the  answer  to  my  noble  friend 
the  other  day  that  the  Board  of  Trade 
had  no  jurisdiction  in  the  matter.  That 
section  lays  down  that  where  a  vessel 
leaves  a  port  abroad  for  a  port  in  this 
country  with  a  deck  cargo  over  a  certain 
height  she  can  be  detained  on  her 
arrival  here.  But  it  is  obvious  that  if  the 
vessel  does  not  come  to  a  port  in  the 
United  Kingdom  she  does  not  come 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board  of 
Trade.  Section  457  does  undoubtedly 
give  to  us  the  power  to  prosecute,  on 
sufficient  evidence,  any  owner  or  master 
who  sends  his  vessel  to  sea  in  an  unsea- 
worthy condition.  In  the  case  of  the 
•**  Mobile ''  the  vessel  was  lost  with  all 
hands.  We  are,  therefore,  obviously  un- 
able to  proceed  against  anybody.  There  is 
Tio  evidence  to  show  that  the  owner  in 
that  case  is  in  any  way  responsible  for 
the  vessel  going  to  sea  in  an  unseaworthy 
condition.     The   master   has    been   held 

Lord  Muskerry. 


by  the  court  of  inquiry  to  blame,  but 
the  master  has,  unfortunately,  lost  his 
life.  In  the  case  of  the  "  Hudders- 
field  '*  the  court  of  inquiry  found  that, 
although  the  ship  was  undoubtedly 
unseaworthy,  the  master  was  not  to 
blame.  They  found  it  to  be  an  error  of 
judgment,  and  we  are  advised  by  our 
legal  advisers  that,  that  finding  having 
been  arrived  at,  it  is  impossible  to  prose- 
cute the  master  with  any  hope  of  a 
conviction.  For  these  reasons,  there- 
fore, we  do  not  propose  to  initiate  any 
action  against  the  master  or  the  owner 
of  that  vessel.  I  agree  that  there  may 
be  cases  in  which  an  understanding  has 
been  arrived  at  between  the  owner  and 
the  master  of  a  vessel  practically  to 
evade  the  law,  but  my  noble  friend 
knows  perfectly  well  that  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  bring  home  a  charge  of  that 
character,  and  I  am  afraid  that  in  that 
respect  the  section  is  of  but  little  value. 

MERCANTILE   MARINE   (BOARD  OF 
TRADE  SURVEYING  STAFF). 

Return  respecting ;  laid  before  the 
House  pursuant  to  Order  of  the  18th 
of  June  last,  and  to  be  printed.  (No. 
172.) 

House  adjourned  at  twenty 
minutes  past  Five  of  the  clookt 
to  Monday  next,  a  quarter  be- 
fore Eleven  of  the  clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Friday,  19  th  July,  1901. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


HENDON  TRAMWAYS  BILL  [Lords]. 
(By  Okder.) 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.)  moved  that 
the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  this  day 
three  months.  It  was,  he  explained, 
promoted  by  a  syndicate  with  an  Ameri- 
can milhonaire  at  its  head,  which  had 
for  its  object  the  capture  of  all  locomo- 
tion in   London.     The  present  scheme 
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was  a  proposal  for  a  tram  with  overhead 
wires  running  from  Hendon  to  London, 
and  a  petition  had  been  presented  against 
it  by  a  number  of  residents  in  the  district 
whose  frontages  were  affected  by  it,  and 
who,  under  it,  were  to  get  no  compensa- 
tion for  the  severance  of  their  lands. 
This  was  an  invasion  of  private  rights 
never  before  attempted  in  a  private  Bill 
in  this  House,  and  for  it  they  were  in- 
debted to  the  American  millionaire,  Mr. 
Yerkes.  The  people  who  objected  to 
the  Bill  would  not  object  to  a  tube  rail- 
way, but  they  did  protest  against  having 
a  tram  running  along  a  very  narrow 
road  with  overhead  wires  so  close  to 
their  houses.  Serious  accidents  had 
occurred  therefrom  in  Dublin  and  in 
Liverpool,  and  at  the  latter  place  thirty 
people  had  been  injured.  Now,  he 
thought  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  ought 
to  give  them  some  reasonable  guarantees 
that  the  local  residents  should  not  suffer 
unnecessary  hardships  by  reason  of  the 
promotion  of  the  Bill,  and  that  the 
American  principle  of  taking  other 
people's  property  without  paying  its 
lull  value  should  not  be  introduced  in  a 
private  Bill  in  this  House.  He  warned 
the  promoters  that  the  Bill  would  be 
«trongly  opposed  before  the  Committee. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now,*  and  at  the 
end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words  '  upon 
this  day  three  months.'  "^{Mr.  TtUly). 

Question  proposed,  **  That  the  word 
*  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question.'' 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) 
said  that  it  was  his  duty  officially  and 
formally  to  move  these  Bills.  The  pro- 
moters usually  got  some  member  of  the 
House  to  represent  their  views,  and  in 
this  case  he  understood  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Scotland  Division  of  Liverpool 
occupied  that  position. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland)  denied  that  he  had  any  re- 
sponsibility for  the  Bill.  He  had  heard 
it  suggested  that  the  tramways  would 
seriously  interfere  with  the  business 
prospects  of  an  excellent  firm  of  Irishmen 
who  ran  a  line  of  'buses,  and  that  appealed 
to  the  sympathetic  side  of  his  nature. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  he  was  told  that 


the  people  of  Hendon,  through  their 
local  representative,  stated  that  they 
were  extremely  anxious  to  be  brought 
into  closer  and  cheaper  connection  with 
the  rest  of  London,  and  for  that  reason 
he  was  afraid  he  would  have  to  abandon 
the  cause  of  his  countrymen  and  support 
that  of  the  Hendon  people. 

*SiR  E.  DURNING  -  LAWRENCE 
(Cornwall,  Truro)  pointed  out  that  these 
trams  would  afford  facilities  for  working 
men  to  live  at  Hendon  and  to  go  to  their 
work  in  other  parts,  and  would  thus 
supply  a  long-felt  want. 

Mr.  flavin  (Kerry,  N.)  asked  for 
an  assurance  that  the  Bill  woiJd  go 
before  a  Committee  upstairs,  where  these 
questions  could  be  threshed  out. 

*Mr.  speaker  :  There  is  a  petition 
against  it,  and  so  it  will  go  before  a 
Committee  upstairs  in  ordinary  course. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

GLASGOW  CORPORATION  (POLICE) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  CONFIRMA- 
TION BILL  [Lords]. 

[Under  Section  9,  Subsection  (4)  of  the 
Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1899.]    (By  Order.) 

Order  for  consideration,  read. 

Mr.  CHARLES  DOUGLAS  (Lanark- 
shire, N.W.)  said  that  the  object  of  his 
Amendment  was  to  make  it  clear  that 
the  corporation  should  not  derive  from 
the  rates  to  be  levied  by  the  county 
council  anything  more  than  would  en- 
able them  to  carry  out  the  purification  of 
the  sewage  works,  and  should  not  make 
a  profit  out  of  the  rates.  It  could  not  be 
too  clearly  understood  that  in  the  Amend- 
ment there  was  no  interference  with  the 
principle  of  the  Bill  before  the  House. 
He  ventured  to  think  that  no  one  on 
behalf  of  the  Corporation  of  Glasgow 
would  put  forward  the  claim  that  the 
city  of  Glasgow  had  any  right  to  make  a 
profit  out  of  the  arrangement  into  which 
it  had  entered-  All  that  the  Amend- 
ment sought  was  to  make  it  clear  that 
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the  city  of  Glasgow  was  to  be  repaid  for 
its  outlay  without  making  any  profit. 
The  Order  dealt  with  the  pohee  adminis- 
tration of  Glasgow,  and  incidentally  it 
affected  a  very  considerable  and  very 
important  district,  the  lower  ward  of 
Lanark,  and  it  was  proposed  that  the  city 
should  have  power  to  levy  a  rate  upon 
this  particular  district — a  rate  which  was 
designed  avowedly  to  defray  the  cost  of 
purifying  the  sewage.  It  ought  to  be 
borne  in  mind  that  this  particular  district 
had  since  1891  been  entitled  to  discharge 
its  sewage  free  of  cost  into  the  sewers  of 
Glasgow.  It  possessed  this  right,  and 
had  always  exercised  it,  in  virtue  of  the 
agreement  made  between  the  county 
council  of  Lanark  and  the  city  of  Glasgow 
in  1891.  That  agreement  had  the  sanc- 
tion of  ParUament,  and  had  always  been 
accepted  by  both  parties  as  a  binding 
agreement,  and  it  was  now  for  the  first 
time  in  this  Order  that  the  agreement  was 
abandoned  and  abrogated  and  made  void. 
He  hardly  recognised  the  circumstances 
in  which  this  abrogation  of  the  agree- 
ment took  place.  At  the  time  of  the 
agreement  the  question  of  the  purifica- 
tion of  the  sewage,  which  had  become  so 
important  lately,  had  not  emerged  into 
the  prominence  it  now  had.  What  he 
said  was  that  when  there  was  a  part  of  the 
transaction  which  it  was  desired  to  make 
void,  care  ought  to  be  taken  that  the  city 
of  Glasgow  ought  not  to  make  any  profit 
out  of  the  transaction,  and  that,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  party  that  desired  to 
abide  by  the  original  agreement  should 
not  have  inflicted  on  it  any  hardship,  or 
loss,  or  injustice.  Was  there  to  be  an 
absolute  discretion  left  to  the  city  of 
Glasgow  to  impose  a  rate  upon  the  county 
without  any  limit  ?  He  suggested  that 
the  just  and  equitable  course  was  to  Hmit 
the  amount  of  the  rate,  and  to  provide 
that  the  amount  should  not  exceed  that 
which  it  had  cost  the  city  of  Glasgow  to 
carry  out  the  work.  It  was  said  that 
other  districts  had  been  treated  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  manner  that  it  was  pro- 
posed to  treat  this  district,  but  that  was 
an  entire  misapprehension.  The  Order 
was  establishing  a  new  platform  in  the 
matter,  and  it  was  setting  a  new  prece- 
dent which  would  put  all  counties  in  the 
future  in  a  much  worse  position  for 
dealing  with  the  city  of  Glasgow  than 
they  had  been  in  the  past. 

Mr.  Charles  Douglas, 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  Id  Schedule,  page  6,  line  32,  after  the  irord 
*  rate,*  to  insert  the  words  *  but  subject  as 
aforesaid).'  *'—{Mr.  Charles  Douglas.) 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  CAMERON  CORBETT  (Glasgow, 
Tradeston)  said  if  these  local  commissions 
were  to  do  their  work  well,  this  House 
must  support  them  in  their  work.  It  was 
absolutely  impossible  that  they  would  get 
the  sort  of  Members  of  Parhament  they 
wanted  to  serve  on  these  commissions  if 
they  were  to  be  told  that  after  they  had 
carefully  examined  the  cases  brought 
before  them  their  decisions  were  to  be  set 
aside  by  discussions  in  this  House.  The 
present  proposal  amounted  to  this — that 
after  a  very  complicated  arrangement 
had  been  made  by  a  Commission  sitting 
on  the  spot,  they  were  to  raise  the  whole 
matter  and  settle  all  these  financial 
matters  by  discussions  in  that  House. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  not  merely 
reject  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  opposite,  but  would  reject  it  in 
such  a  definite  and  declared  way  that  they 
would  not  have  any  proposal  of  the  kind 
brought  forward  in  the  future.  He 
trusted,  for  the  sake  of  these  local  in- 
quiries, which  had  done  a  great  deal  of 
good,  and  which  had  great  possibilities 
for  the  future,  that  the  House  would 
decidedly  reject  the  absurd  proposal  of 
the  hon.  Member  opposite. 

*SiR  WALTER  THORBURN  (Peebles 
and  Selkirk)  said  that  as  a  member  of  the 
Commission  the  House  might  expect  him 
to  say  a  few  words.  The  provisional 
order  was  one  of  a  comprehensive  nature,. 
deaUng  with  sanitation,  purification, 
lighting,  and  other  matters.  The  cor- 
poration of  Glasgow  proposed  under  the 
Provisional  Order  to  take  in  a  certain 
area  of  the  county  of  Lanark  for  the 
purpose  of  drainage.  In  the  territery 
proposed  to  oe  taken  in,  a  considerable 
portion  of  it  had  no  drains  at  all  r 
another  portion  of  it  bad  drains.  The 
Commission  ascertained  that  the  part 
which  was  not  drained  would  not  be- 
come a  drainage  area  for  a  consider- 
able number  of  years.  They  therefore 
decided  that  that  part  of  the  area 
should  be  excluded,  but  they  did  con- 
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sent  to  the  part  which  was  drained 
being  annexed.  The  county  council  of 
Lanark  then  urged  that  the  portion 
which  was  drained  should  be  treated  in 
exactly  the  same  way  as  the  neighbouring 
district  of  Rutherglen  was  treated — 
namely,  that  they  should  get  compensa- 
tion for  their  sewers  in  the  annexed  area. 
The  Commission  found  that  in  the  case 
of  Rutherglen  a  very  complete  system  of 
drainage  existed,  while  in  this  annexed 
area  the  sewage  arrangements  were  very 
defective  and  quite  unfit  to  be  used  as 
intercepting  sewers.  They  therefore 
decided  that  this  area  had  not  the  same 
cljum  for  compensation  which  the  burgh 
of  Rutherglen  had.  When  the  original 
arrangement  was  made  to  take  the 
sewage  from  certain  parts  of  the  lower 
ward  of  Lanarkshire  into  the  Glasgow 
sewers  many  years  ago,  there  was  no 
question  at  that  time  of  a  purification 
scheme.  That  was  subsequently  deter- 
mined upon.  The  Commission  considered 
that,  as  they  were  going  to  get  rid  of  all 
their  sewage,  and  so  relieve  themselves  of 
the  necessity  of  carrying  out  their  own 
purification  works,  they  were  justly  en- 
titled to  contribute  to  the  cost.  The 
Commission  found  the  preamble  of  the 
Bill,  as  regards  the  sewage  clauses,  proved 
subject  to  the  exclusion  of  the  area  that 
was  not  drained.  When  the  Commission 
finished  consideration  of  the  case,  they 
had  reason  to  beUeve  that  the  parties  were 
well  satisfied  with  the  arrangement,  and 
it  was  left  to  counsel  on  both  sides  to 
adjust  the  clauses.  The  Commission  gave 
the  most  careful  consideration  to  the 
whole  case,  and  they  thought  that  the 
judgment  they  arrived  at  was  a  just  and 
equitable  one.  If  he  had  to  hear  the 
whole  evidence  again,  he  must  say  he 
could  not  honestly  come  to  any  other 
decision. 

Mr.  EUGENE  WASON  (Clackmannan 
and  Kinross)  said  the  whole  facts  of 
this  case  had  been  thoroughly  gone  into 
by  an  impartial  tribunal,  and  now  they 
were  being  asked  to  override  the  decision 
which  had  been  arrived  at  by  the  local 
committee.  A  similar  motion  to  this 
was  made  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Partick  in  relation  to  another  Bill  not 
long  ago,  and  in  that  case  the  decision  of 
the  local  committee  was  allowed  to  stand. 
In  the  case  before  the  House  the  measure 


had  gone  before  the  House  of  Lords,, 
and  they  had  decided  in  favour  of  the 
local  committee.  The  action  of  some 
of  the  hon.  Members  for  Scotland  upon 
this  Bill  appeared  to  him  to  be  almost 
like  log-rolling.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  show  its  good  sense  by  refusing 
to  undo  the  good  work  which  these 
provisional  committees  were  doing  in 
Scotland. 

*Mr.  HOZIER  (Lanarkshire,  S.)  said 
this  measure  would  do  a  great  injustice 
to  a  portion  of  the  county  which 
he  represented,  although  the  district 
affected  was  outside  his  own  constituency. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Clackmannan 
admitted  that  he  knew  nothing  about  the 
circumstances  of  this  case,  and  perhaps 
it  would  have  been  better  if  he  had 
made  himself  acquainted  with  them 
before  intervening  in  the  debate.  Four 
of  his  (Mr.  Hozier^s)  best  personal 
friends  formed  the  Commission,  but  he 
did  not  think  that  even  his  best  personal 
friends  were  necessarily  infallible.  If  the 
county  of  Lanark  were  wrong  in  the 
course  they  had  taken  they  were  wrong 
in  conjunction  with  his  right  hon.  friend 
the  Lord  Advocate  and  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  as  to  the  practically  automatic 
right  to  an  appeal.  So  impressed  were  the 
representatives  of  the  county  of  Lanark 
with  these  opinions  that  they  did  not  go 
into  the  question  of  the  adjustment  of 
clauses  at  all,  being  certain  that  there 
would  be  an  appeal.  The  result  was 
that  Glasgow  got  more  than  she  expected, 
and  he  did  not  know  why  the  finding  of 
a  committee  sitting  in  Glasgow  should 
be  considered  as  a  sort  of  law  of  the 
Medes  and  the  Persians  which  could  not 
be  altered  at  all.  Lanarkshire  was 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  purification  of 
the  Clyde,  and  the  people  of  the  county 
were  willing  to  pay  their  fair  share,  but 
they  objected  to  be  made  a  source  of 
profit  to  Glasgow,  and  they  did  not 
see  why  the  rural  districts  quite  irre- 
spectively of  their  own  requirements 
should  be  rated  at  the  same  rate 
as  Glasgow  for  this  purpose.  It  was 
all  very  well  tojsay  that  the  rate  was 
restricted  to  4d.  in  the  £,  but  Glasgow 
would  profit  to  a  much  larger  extent  than 
the  rural  districts,  which,  although  they 
were  asked  to  contribute  the  same  rate, 
would  get  no  representation  ^A*A^?^ 
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on    the    distributing    body.      Moreover  < 
the  limit  of  4d.  was  only  to  last  for  seven 
years,  which  was  no  boon  at  all,  as  the  \ 
works  would  not  be  finished  within  that 
time.       Let    them    consider    the    case 
of     the      river      Thames*       He      was 
sure  that  the  Thames  required    purifi- 
cation   just   as    much    as    the    Clyde, ' 
but  in  their  very  wildest  moments  hon.  | 
Members    would    never    suggest    that  I 
Maidenhead  and  Windsor  should  be  rated  ' 
pari  passu  with  London  for  the  purifica- 1 
tion  of  the  Thames.     And  yet  that  was 
what  was  suggested  for  the   county  of 
Lanark. 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire)  reminded 
the  Committee  that  the  House  of  Lords 
Tejected  a  motion  to  send  this  Bill  to  a 
Joint  Committee  of  the  two  Houses, 
And  now  what  did  the  hon.  Member 
opposite  propose  to  do  ?  He  proposed, 
After  the  motion  had  been  lost  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  not  being  competent 
under  the  statute,  that  they  were  to 
discuss  the  whole  thing  upon  considera- 
tion. Surely  it  never  was  meant  that 
the  consideration  stage  should  be  used 
in  that  way.  The  decision  contained 
in  the  Bill  might  be  absolutely  right  or 
it  might  not.  The  Committee  were 
Asked  to  do  a  great  deal  by  Glasgow  on 
the  one  side  and  by  Lanarkshire  on  the 
other,  and  they  decided  upon  the  course 
suggested  as  a  just  solution  of  the  diffi- 
culty. He  hoped  the  House  was  not 
going  to  adopt  the  bad  precedent  of  in- 
quiring into  the  details  of  this  class  of 
legislation. 

Mr.  COLVILLE  (Lanarkshire,  N.E.) , 
eaid  that  under  the  present  proposals  the  I 
city  of  Glasgow  desired  to  throw  over  a 
former  agreement  with  the  lower  ward  of 
Lanarkshire  in  regard  to  sewage.  What 
he  asked  was  that  this  district  of  the 
lower  ward  of  Lanarkshire  should  not  be 
unfairly  assessed  in  regard  to  purification 
schemes  which  Glasgow  might  enter 
upon.  Whatever  contribution  Lanark- 
shire made,  it  ought  not  to  be  such  as 


would  tend  to  reheve  the  ratepayers  of  the 
city  of  Glasgow  of  their  proper  obUgations 
in  this  matter.  If  the  suggestion  of  his 
hon.  friend  opposite  was  adopted  no 
injustice  would  be  done  to  the  city  of 
Glasgow,  and  those  in  the  district  affected 
would  be  prepared  to  contribute  their  full 
share  of  the  additional  cost  in  regard 
to  all  the  purification  schemes  which 
Glasgow  might  propose.  The  sugges- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  for  Tradeston, 
that  a  clause  had  been  arranged  giving  a 
reduced  rate  to  the  counties,  was  an 
illusory  one,  because  the  rate  of  4:d.  was 
only  for  seven  years,  during  which  time 
the  sewage  scheme  of  Glasgow  was  not 
likely  to  be  completed.  When  the 
sewage  works  did  come  into  operation 
the  rate  upon  the  lower  ward  rate- 
payers would  immediately  be  raised  to 
that  of  Glasgow — 6d.  per  £ — ^and  that 
would  undoubtedly  for  so  small  an  area 
be  more  than  was  required  in  equity. 
He  had  confidence  in  supporting  the 
Amendment.  It  was  on  a  matter  of 
equity  that  they  came  before  the  House 
representing  the  county  council  of 
Lanarkshire.  They  only  asked  that 
fair  play  should  be  given  to  the  district 
in  the  decision  come  to. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  CROSS  (Glasgow, 
Camlachie)  said  that  gentlemen  who 
took  upon  themselves  to  raise  such  points 
as  were  now  under  consideration  must 
prove  that  their  case  was  not  frivolous. 
The  point  now  before  the  House  was  a 
frivolous,  even  a  contemptible,  attempt 
to  reverse  the  decision  arrived  at.  What 
was  asked  was  both  impossible  and  im- 
proper. If  the  gentlemen  representing 
local  districts  were  to  be  relieved  from 
the  necessity  of  preparing  costly  schemes 
of  their  own,  and  if  the  ratepayers  in 
outlying  localities  were  to  be  charged 
no  more  than  those  inside  Glasgow,  h<* 
thought  they  were  mighty  well  off. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  .—Ayes,  47  ;  Noefs 
233.    (Division  List  No.  342.) 


Ag^ -Gardner,  James  Tynto 
Aird,  Sir  John 
£alcarre8,  Lord 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Boecawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 

Mr.  Hozier. 


AYES. 

Boulnois,  Edmund 
Brassey,  Albert 
Buxton  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cavendish,  R.  P.  (N.  Lanes.) 


Ch  iplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Cohen,  Bsniamin  Louis 
ColviUe,  John 
Crii^>s,  Charles  Alfred 
Dunn,  JSir  William 
Digitized  by  V^OOQ IC 


981        Glasgow  Corporation  {19  July  1901}        Provisional  Order  Bill        98^ 


Pellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Foster,  P,  S.  (Warwick,  S.W.) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Heath.  ArthurHoward(  Hanley 
Heath,  James  \  Staffords.N.W.) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Kemp,  George 


Abraham, William  \Cork,N.E.) 
Acland-Hood,Capt.Sir  Alex.  F. 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Asher,  Alexander 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Austin,  Sir  John 
Bafley,  James  (Walworth) 
Bab,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,RtHnGerald  W.(Leeds 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Bartiey,  George  C.  T. 
Bathur8t,Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Bell,  Richard 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
BiU,  Charles 
Boland,  John 

Bowle8,Capt.  H.  F.  (Middlesex) 
Brown, Alexander H.  (Shropsh. 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Cameron,  Robert 
(^mpbell,Rt.Hn.J.  A.  (Glasgow 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Carew,  James  Laurence 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (Derbysh. 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
CTiapman,  Edward 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coffhill,  Douglas  Harry 
CoUings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Crean,  Eugene 
Crombie,  John  William 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Cullinan,  J. 
Cust,  Henry  John  C. 
I^rymple,  Sir  Charlesl 
Da  vies,  Alfred  (Carmaithen) 
Delany,  William 
Bewar,  JohnA.(Invernes8-8h.) 


Kimber,  Henry 
Lambert,  George 
Macartney,Rt  Hn.W.G.  Ellison 
M|lTer,SirLewis(  Edin  burgh  W 
Milton,  Viscount 
More,  Robt.  Jasp.  (Shropshire) 
Morton,ArthurH.A.  (Deptford 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 

NOES. 

Dewar,T.R.(T*rH*mlets,S.Geo 

DUke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dimsdale,  SirJoieph  Cockfield 

Don  elan.  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Dorington.  Sir  John  Edward 

Doxford,  Sir  William  Theodore 

Duffy,  William  J. 

Durning-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
I  Elibank,  Master  of 

Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 

Emmott,  Alfred 

Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 

Evans,SirFranci8H(Maidstone 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 

Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 

Fergu8son,Rt.Hn.SirJ(Manc*r 

Ffrench,  Peter 
Field,  William 

Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Flannerv,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph  I 

Flower,  Ernest  I 

Fly nn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  CJo.) 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Gilhooly,  James 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gordon,MajEvan8-(T'rH*mrts 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Greene,SirEW(B'rySEdmund8 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hn.  Robert  Wm. 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm. 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Hay  den,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,Rt  Hon.  Charles  Scale- 
Hayter.Rt.Hon.  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael  j 

Heaton,  John  Henniker  i 

Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H,  I 
Hobhouse,  C.  E.  H.  (Bristol,  E.)  I 
Hobhouse,Henry  (Somerset.  E) 
Hope.J.F.(Sheffield,Brightside  i 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West)  ; 
Horner,  Frederick  William 
Horn i man,  Frederick  John 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Howard,John(Kent,Favers'm) 
Howard,  J. (Midd., Tottenham! 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Jones,  DavidBrynmor(Swans'a 
Jones,  Will  iam(  Carnarvonshire 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kay.Shuttleworth,RtHn.SirU 


Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanarks.) 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Strachey,  Edward 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tufnell,  Lieut. -Col.  Edward 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wel^,Lt.-CoLA.C.E.(Tauntott 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 

Tellers  for  the  Ates— Mr* 
Charles  Douglas  and  Mr. 
Hozier. 


Kennedy,  Patrick  Jame» 
Kinloch,  Sir  J.  George  Smyth 
Knowles,  Lees 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leamy,  Edmund 
Lee,ArthurH.(Hants,Fareham 
Leese,  Sir  J.  F.  (Accrington) 
Legge,  CoL  Hon.  Heneage 
Long,Col,CharlesW.(  Evesham  > 
Long,Rt  JIn.Walter(Bri8tol^  S. 
Lonsdale,.  John  Brownlee 
Lough^  Thomas 
Lowther,Rt.Hon.Jame8ivKent). 
Luca6,.CoL  Francis  (Lowestoft). 
Lucas,ReginaldJ.  (Portsmoutlk 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordoa  Swift 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M'Cann,  James 
M*Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M*Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire 
M*Killop,  W.  iSligo,  North) 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Mitchell,  William 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Morgan,DavidJ(Walthamstow- 
Morris,  Hon.  Martin  Henry  F. 
Morton,  Edw.  J.C.(Devonport> 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murphy,  John 

Murray  RtHnA.Graham(Bute 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Newdigate.  Francis  Alexander 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South  V 
Norton,  (^pt.  Cecil  William 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
0'Brien,Kendal(Tipp«-ary,M  id 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  Jas.  (Wicklow,  W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Donnell,  John  ^Mayo,  S.) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
OTtelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
0'Kelly,Jame8(RoscommonJ^^ 
O'Malley,  William 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  j. 
O'^hee,  James  John 
Palmer,  Sir  Chas.  M.  (Durham 
Peascr  Herbert  P.  (DarlingtoB^ 
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Pease.  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 
Percy,  Earl 

Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rasoh,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Ratclitr,  R.  F. 
Rea,  Russell 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Rickett,  J.  CJompton 
Ridley,Hon.M.W.  (Stalybridge 
fiidloy.  S.  Forde(  BethnalGreen ) 
Bigg,  Richard 

Ritchie,Rt.Hn.Chas.  Thomson 
Hobertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Koe,  Sir  Thomas 
Jiopner,  Colonel  Robert 


{COMMONS} 

Russell,  T.  W. 

Sadler,Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Shaw-Stewart.M.H.(Renfrew) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinolair,CaptJohn(  Forfarshire 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,H.C(North'mb.  Tynesi'e 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Spencer,Rt.  Hn.C.R(Northants 
Stanley,  Lord  ^ Lanes.) 
Sullivan^  Donal 
Taylor,  Theodore  Cooke 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Able( Carmarthen, E.) 
Thomas,  David  Alfred  (Merthyr 
Thompson,DrEC(MonaghanN 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M< 
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TuUy,  Jasper 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walrond,Rt.Hn.SirWilliamH. 
Warner,  Thomas  CourtenayT. 
Wason,  Eugene « Clackmannan 
Wa»on,JohnCathcart(  Orkney) 
Weir,  James  (xalloway 
White,  Luke  (Yorks,*E.  R.) 
Whiteley,  Geo.  (York,  W.  R ) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (HaUfax) 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wilson,  J.W.  (Worce8tersh.,N. 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Young,  Samuel 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  thb  Noes— Mr. 
Cameron  Corbett  and  Sir 
John  Stirling-Maxwell 


Bill  to  be  read  the  third  Uime  upon 
Monday  next. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  [Lords]  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  INQUIRED 
INTO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
«ase  of  the  following  Bill, .  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which 
are  applicable  thereto,  have  been  com- 
"plied  with,  namely  : — 

City  and  Brixton  Railway  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

©INGLEY    URBAN   DISTRICT   COUNCIL 
BILL. 

CALEDONIAN  RAILWAY  BILL. 

DERBYSHIRE  AND  NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 
ELECTRIC  POWER  BILL. 

ECCLES  CORPORATION  BILL, 

GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY  BILL. 

iKINGSTON-UPON-HULL     CORPORATION 
BILL. 

Lords*  Amendments  considered,  and 
.agreed  to. 


.SHANNON 


WATER     AND 
POWER  BILL. 


ELECTRIC 


Lords'  Amendments  to  be  ix>nsidered 
upon  Monday  next. 

SWANAGE  GAS  AND  WATER  BILX. 

Lords'    Amendments   considered,  and 
Agreed  to. 


LYNTON  AND   BARNSTAPLE  RAILWAY 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 
without  amendment. 

BOLTON  CORPORATION  BILL  [Lords]. 
As     amended,     considered ;      amend- 
ments made ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third 
time. 

;  EDINBURGH     CORPORATION      ORDER 
'  CONFIRMATION. 

'  Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order 
I  under  the  Private  Legislation  Pro- 
i  cedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899,  relating  to 
i  Edinburgh  Corporation,  ordered  to  be 
;  brought  in  by  the  Lord  Advocate  and 
Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Scotland. 

EDINBURGH     CORPORATION      ORDER 
CONFIRMATION  BILL. 

*^'  To  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  under 
the  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1899,  relating  to  Edinburgh 
Corporation,"  presented  ;  and,  under  ^^1 
and  63  Vic,  c.  47,  s.  7  (2),  ordered  to  be 
considered  upon  Tuesday  next. 

STIRLING     CORPORATION     ORDER 
CONFIRMATION. 

Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order 
under  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure 
(Scotland)  Act,  1899,  relating  to  Stirling 
Corporation,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
the  Lord  Advocate  and  Mr.  Solicitor 
General  for  Scotland. 

STIRLING     CORPORATION    ORDER 

CONFIRMATION  BILL. 
**  To  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  under 
the  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scot- 
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the  Lords, 
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land)    Act,    1899,    relating    to    Stirling  I  TRAMWAYS    ORDEM    CONFIRMATION 

Corporation,''  presented ;  and,  under  62  ,  ^^^'  ^^  ^^^^ 

and  63  Vic,  c.  47,  s.  7  (2),  ordered  to  be  | ,   Copy  ordered,  *'  of  Memorandum  stat- 


considered  upon  Tuesday  next. 


;  ing  the  nature  of  the  Proposals  contained 
I  in  the  Provisional  Orders  included  in  the 
WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  (No.  1)    Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1) 
BILL  [Lords].  j  Bill,"— (il/r.  Gerald  Balfour,) 

Reported,  without   amendment  [Pro- 


visional  Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon 
Monday  next. 

WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  (No.  2) 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported,  without  amendment  [Pro- 
visional Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon 
Monday  next. 

DOVER  HARBOUR  BILL  [Lords]. 

CENTRAL    LONDON    RAILWAY   (No.    2) 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported,  with  amendments ;  Re- 
ports to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

BELFAST  HARBOUR  BILL  [Lords]. 
Reported,   without  amendment ;    Re- 
port to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

NEWPORT  (ISLE  OF  WIGHT)    GAS  BILL 
[Lords]. 

EASTON  AND  CHURCH  HOPE  RAILWAY 
BILL  [Lords]. 

DONCASTER  TITHE  TRUST  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Reported,     with     amendments ;    Re 


TRAMWAYS    ORDERS    CONFIRMATION 
(No.  3)  BILL. 

Copy  ordered,  **  of  Memorandum  stat- 
ing the  nature  of  the  Proposals  contained 
in  the  Provisional  Orders  included  in  the 
Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  3) 
Bill."— (jl/r.  Gerald  Balfour,) 

TRAMWAYS    ORDERS    CONFIRMATION 
(No.  4)  BILL. 

Copy  ordered,  *'  of  Memorandum  stat- 
ing the  nature  of  the  proposals  contained 
in  the  Provisional  Orders  included  in  the 
Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  4) 
BiU."— (ilfr.  Gerald  Balfour,) 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to :  Naval  Works 
Provisional  Order  Bill,  without  amend- 
ment. 

That  they  have  agreed  to:  Local 
Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  9) 
Bill  ;  Blackpool  Improvement  Bill  ; 
Metropolitan  Railway  Bill ;  Lancashire 
and  Yorkshire  Railway  (Dearne  VaUey 
Junction  Railways)  Bill ;  Burton-upon- 
Trent  Corporation  Bill ;  Metropolitan 
Water  Companies  (Amendment  of  Acts) 
Bill,  with  Amendments. 

That  they  have  agreed  to  Amendments 
to :  Sheffield  Corporation  Bill  [Lords] ; 
Chesterfield  Improvement  Bill  [Lords] ; 


ports  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be ;  London,    Brighton,    and    South    Coast 


printed. 

DOVER  GAS  BILL  [Lords]. 
Reported,   without   amendment ;    Re- 
port to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

HEYWOOD    AND   MIDDLETON    WATER 
BOARD    BILL  {Lords]. 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Report 
to  Ue  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

LOCH    LEVEN     WATER    POWER    BILL. 
Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


Railway   Bill   [Lords],    without   amend- 
ment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  in- 
tituled, "  An  Act  to  confirm  a  Pro- 
visional Order  under  The  Private  Legis- 
lation Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899, 
relating  to  Clydebank  Burgh  Tram  ways." 
Clydebank  Burgh  Tramways  Order 
Confirmation   Bill   [Lords]. 

Also  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to 
confirm  a  Provisional  Order  under  The 
Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland) 
Act,  1899,  relating  to  Edinburgh  and 
District  Water."  Edinburgh  and  Dis- 
trict Water  Order  Confirmation  Bill 
[Lords]. 
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And,  also  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to    SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
incorporate   the   Watford   and    District 


Tramways  Company,  and  to  empower 
that  Company  to  make  and  maintain 
tramways  and  other  works ;  and  for 
other  purposes."  Watford  and  Dis- 
trict Tramways  Bill  [Lords] 

CLYDEBANK       BURGH      TRAMWAYS 
ORDER  CONFIRMATION  BILL  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  under  Section  7  (2)  of  the 
Private  Legislation  (Scotland)  Act,  1899, 
to  be  considered  upon  Tuesday  next. 

EDINBURGH    AND   DISTRICT    WATER 
ORDER  CONFIRMATION   BILL  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  under  Section  7  (2)  of  the 
Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland) 
Act,  1899,  to  be  considered  upon  Tuesday 
next. 

WATFORD  AND    DISTRICT    TRAM- 
WAYS BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills. 


CHILDREN  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Leigh ;  St. 
Germans,  and  Nottingham ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 


SOVEREIGN'S   OATH   ON    ACCESSION 
BILL. 

Petition    from    London,    against ;   to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


PETITIONS, 

AGRICULTURAL    RATES    ACT  (1896), 
ETC.,  CONTINUANCE  BILL. 

Petition  from  Uphall,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

ALKALI,   ETC.,   WORKS   REGULATION 
BILL. 

Petition  from  West  Ham.  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

BOARD  OF   EDUCATION  (MINUTE  OF 
3rd  JULY,    1901). 

Petition  from  Leek,  for  withdrawal ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

CHURCH  DISCIPLINE. 

Petition  from  Doncaster,  for  alteration 
of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 

EDUCATION   (No.   2)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Cleethorpes,  for  altera- 
tion ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION  (HIGHER 
GRADE  AND  EVENING  CONTINUA- 
TION  SCHOOLS). 

Petition  from  Ryde.  for  alteration  of 
Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,   ETC, 


GROCERS    AND    OFF-LICENCES,    ETC. 
(BELFAST). 

Return  [presented  15th  July]  to  be 
printed.    [No.  269.] 

TITHE  RENT-CHARGE  (RATING)  ACT 
(1899)  (AMOUNTS  PAID  TO  AD- 
MINISTRATIVE COUNTIES  AND 
BOROUGHS). 

Return  [presented  18th  July]  to  be 
printed.    [No.  270.] 

ARSENICAL    POISONING    (ROYAL 
COMMISSION). 

Copy  presented  of  Report  of  the 
Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  subject  of  Poisoning  by  Arsenic  in 
Beer  and  other  Articles  of  Diet  [by 
Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SEA  FISHERIES  (RESTRICTIVE  LEGIS- 
LATION  IN  FOREIGN  COUNTRIES). 

Return  presented  relative  thereto 
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ADMIRALTY  CONTRACTS. 
Copy  ordered  *'  of  new  form  of  Contract 
adopted  by  the  Admiralty."— (3fr.  Ed- 
mundRober  tson.) 


QUESTIONS, 


SOUTH  AFRICA— SETTLEMENT  OF  THE 
NEW  TERRITORIES. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare. 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  if  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  speech  of  Sir  Gordon  Sprigg, 
wherein  he  declared  that  it  was  intended 
to  promote  a  system  of  immigration  of 
loyalists  from  Great  Britain  and  the  rest 
of  the  Empire  to  the  Transvaal  and 
Orange  River  Colonies,  and  whether  His 
Majesty's  Government  are  contemplating 
any  such  scheme  as  this ;  if  so,  whether 
any  particulars  of  it  can  be  given  to  the 
House. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  I  have  to  refer  the 
hon.  Member  to  my  answer  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  yesterday.  *  I 
have  nothing  to  add  to  it. 

PRESENT  SITUATION  IN  CAPE  COLONY. 
Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  he  can  state  the  number 
of  Boer  invaders  and  of  British  troops 
respectively  in  the  Cape  Colony  at  the 
present  time,  in  what  districts  of  the 
colony  and  within  what  distance  of  Cape 
Town  are  the  invaders  operating,  and  in 
what  numbers  have  they  been  joined  by 
British  subjects ;  and  whether  the  civil 
courts  are  open  throughout  the  whole  of 
that  portion  of  the  country  which  is 
untouched  by  the  invasion,  and  upon 
what  groundis  that  portion  is  still  sub- 
jected to  martial  law,  and  how  long  it  is 
proposed  to  continue  the  administration 
of  martial  law. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
War  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford) : 
]  do  not  think  it  is  desirable  to  give  this 
information.  The  institution  of  martial 
Uw  in  the  Cape  Colony  was  necessary  in 
all  districts  which  were  either  invaded  or 

*See  page  816. 
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open  to  invasion,  and  it  will  be  continued 
so  long  as  circumstances  may  require  it. 

PROMOTIONS  FROM  THE  RANKS 
DURING  THE  WAR. 

Mr.  THOMAS  DEWAR  (Tower  Ham- 
lets, St.  George's) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  will  state 
the  number  of  men  in  the  Imperial  and 
Colonial  forces  who  have  been  promoted 
to  commissioned  or  non-commissioned 
rank  as  the  result  of  miUtary  operations 
in  South  Africa  since  the  commencement 
of  the  war. 

Mr.  brodrick  :  Two  hundred  and 
forty-six  commissions  have  been  granted. 
Further,  forty  R.A.  warrant-oflficers  have 
been  promoted  to  be  district  officers, 
quarter-masters,  or  riding-masters  on 
augmentation  of  establishments,  and 
fifteen  warrant  and  non-commissioned 
officers  of  cavalry  and  infantry  to  be 
quarter-masters  or  riding-masters. 

FLOGGING  OF  PRISONERS  BY  BOERS. 
Mr.  PLATT-HIGGINS  (Salford,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  if  he  has  any  official  information 
showing  that  Mr.  Botha,  a  member  of, 
the  Cape  Parliament  for  Aliwal  North 
when  captured  lately  by  the  Boers,  was 
flogged  and  his  farm  burnt ;  whether,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  flogging  of 
prisoners  by  the  Boers  is  contrary  to  the 
Hague  Convention,  Lord  Kitchener  has 
protested  against  such  action ;  and 
whether  he  will  direct  such  steps  to  be 
taken  as  will  prevent  Mr.  Sauer,  the 
other  member  for  Aliwal  North,  from 
being  subjected  to  a  like  treatment  at  the 
hands  of  the  Boers. 

Mr.  brodrick  :  Mr.  Botha  and  his 
brother  have  sworn  affidavits  to  the  effect 
that  they  were  flogged  by  the  Boers.  I 
am  not  aware  of  what  action  Lord 
Kitchener  has  taken,  but  any  members 
of  commandos  guilty  of  such  outrages 
who  may  fall  into  our  hands  will  meet 
with  exemplary  punishment. 

BURGHER  POLICE. 

Mr.  C.  p.  SCOTT  (Lancashire,  Leigh) : 

I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 

War  if  he  can  state  what  are  the  numbers 

and  composition  of  the  South  African 
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Burgher  Police  Corps,  what  are  its 
special  duties,  and  whether  it  is  used 
for  military  purposes  as  well  as  for  poUce 
work. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  This  is  a  local  corps, 
and  I  know  nothing  of  its  composition. 

ARMY  MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT- 
IRISH  GRADUATES. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  YOUNG  (Cavan,  E.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  can  state  how  many 
Irish  graduates  are  in  the  Army  Medical 
Department,  and  in  what  proportion 
they  are  to  the  English  and  Scotch 
graduates. 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  The  number  of 
frish  graduates  is  334,  being  37  per  cent., 
as  compared  with  EngUsh  35  per  cent., 
and  Scotch  28  per  cent. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  Can 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  whether 
Sir  William  Thompson  has  refused  to 
serve  on  the  Committee  he  has  ap- 
pointed 1 

Mr.  BRODRICK :  I  hope  to  be  able 
to  say  in  about  twenty  minutes  time. 

CHANNEL  ISLANDS  GARRISONS, 
Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  if  he  can  state  whether  there  is  any 
intention  of  withdrawing  the  Imperial 
troops  from  the  Channel  Islands 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  There  is  no  inten- 
tion of  withdrawing  the  Regular  troops 
provided  the  Government  of  the  Islands 
carry  out  the  reorganisation  of  the 
Militia. 


RETURN  OF  THE  SEAFORTH  MILITIA. 
Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
M*Brayne's  steamer  **  Lovedale,"  which 
was  provided  to  convey  the  Seaforth 
Militia  from  Kyle  of  Lochalsh  to  Storno- 
way  on  their  return  to  their  homes  from 
Egypt  on  the  evening  of  the  11th  June, 
broke  down  in  the  Minch,  and  was 
delayed  a  considerable  time,  will  he  state 


when,  where,  and  by  whom  she  was  last 
surveyed. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour, 
Leeds,  Central):  The  "Lovedale" 
was  last  surveyed  at  Glasgow  in  October 
and  November  last  by  one  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  surveyors  at  that  port. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the 
Postmaster  General,  having  regard  to 
the  fact  that  the  West  Highland  mail 
steamer  suppUed  by  Mr.  David  M'Brayne 
on  the  night  of  the  11th  June  for  the 
conveyance  of  the  Seaforth  Militia  from 
Kyle  of  Lochalsh  to  Stornoway  was 
provided  with  such  inadequate  shelter 
that  two  of  the  men  have  since  died  from 
exposure  to  the  weather,  whilst  many 
others  have  been  invalided,  whether  he 
will  take  steps  to  secure  steamers  with 
better  accommodation  for  such  purposes. 

The  FINANCIALTSECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Austen  Chamber- 
lain, Worcestershire,  E.) :  Accepting 
the  hon.  Member's  statement  of  the 
circumstances,  the  Postmaster  General 
regrets  the  occurrence  referred  to.  But 
the  steamer  is  provided  primarily  for  the 
conveyance  of  mails,  and  the  contract 
under  which  the  service  is  performed 
contains  no  provisions  with  respect  to 
accommodation  for  passengers.  The 
Postmaster  General  has,  therefore,  no 
power  to  interfere. 

WEST  HIGHLAND  STEAM  SERVICE- 
TREATMENT  OF  SOLDIER  PASSENGERS 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  he  is  aware 
that  a  Lewis  Reservist,  who  had  the  calf 
of  his  leg  shot  away  at  Magersfontein. 
South  Africa,  on  making  his  way  home 
to  the  Island  of  Lewis  by  M'Brayne's 
mail  steamer  "  Clydesdale  "  recently, 
found  himself  unable  to  go  down  the 
steep  stairs  to  the  second  class  cabin  for 
refreshment,  and  that  having  had  re- 
course to  the  more  accessible  chief  cabin 
was  called  upon  to  pay  the  excess  fare ; 
and  will  he  communicate  with  Mr.  David 
M*Brayne,  who  holds  a  monopoly  of  the 
West  Highland  steamer  services,  with  a 
view  to  secure  some  special  arrangement 
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such  as  will  meet  cases  of  this  kind  with- 
out extra  charge. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  This  case  should 
be  brought  before  the  general  officer 
commanding,  Scotland.  I  cannot  under- 
take under  any  S3rstem  of  decentralisa- 
tion to  deal  with  these  matters  by  ques- 
tion and  answer  in  Parliament. 

MEDITERRANEAN    FLEET— MAIL 
DELAYS. 

Mr.  HARMSWORTH  (Caithness- 
•hire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty  if  he  can  state  in  what 
manner  the  delay  in  the  departure  of 
the  Mediterranean  Fleet  from  Gibraltar 
was  the  cause  of  the  delay  of  several 
days  in  the  delivery  of  letters  for  the 
fleet. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Ajinold-Forster,  Belfast, 
W.) :  The  delay  in  the  delivery  of  the  mails 
was  due  to  a  rearrangement  of  the  pro- 
gramme, which  led  to  the  ships  being 
detained  at  Gibraltar  longer  than  was 
originally  anticipated.  Meanwhile  letters 
had  been  sent  to  Rapallo  in  accordance 
with  arrangements  previously  made. 

ALGECIRAS    BAY— ALLEGED    NIGHT 
VISITS   OF  FRENCH  WARSHIPS. 

Mr.  HARMSWORTH  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether 
he  has  any  official  information  to  the 
effect  that,  during  the  recent  stay  of  the 
Mediterranean  Fleet  at  Gibraltar,  certain 
French  vessels  of  war,  with  lights  extin- 
guished, entered  Algeciras  Bay  at  night 
without  being  detected  by  the  look-outs 
^t  Europa  Point ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the 
secret  practice  is  in  accordance  with 
usage,  and  whether  he  can  state  in  what 
manner  the  men  on  duty  explained  their 
failure  to  detect  the  French  vessels  in 
question,  and  whether  they  are  provided 
"v^ith  night  glasses. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  -  FORSTER  :  The 
answer  to  the  first  part  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
W's  question  is  in  the  negative.  Night 
glasses  are  supplied  for  use  [in  His 
Majesty's  ships. 

^AVAL  INTELLIGENCE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  YOXALL  (Nottingham,  W.) :  I 

"eg  to  ask  the  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admi- 


ralty, in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Director 
of  Naval  Intelligence  is  empowered  to 
make  representations  but  cannot  com- 
mand their  adoption  in  any  particular, 
whether  it  is  the  intention  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  to  expand  and 
strengthen  the  Department  of  Naval 
Intelligence,  with  a  view  to  giving  it  more 
influence  at  the  Admiralty. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  It  is  con- 
sidered that  the  Naval  Intelligence  De- 
partment is  capable  of  performing  all  the 
services  demanded  of  it,  and  it  is  not 
intended  at  the  present  time  to  expand 
it  or  to  alter  its  constitution  and 
functions. 

TORPEDO    DESTROYERS   FOR   THE 
MEDITERRANEAN    FLEET. 

Mr.  YOXALL  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Civil 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  if  the  torpedo 
destroyers  required  for  the  reinforce- 
ment of  the  Mediterranean  have  left 
England. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER :  As  stated 
in  reply  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Caith- 
ness, it  is  not  proposed  to  despatch  any 
additional  destroyers  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean until  after  the  conclusion  of  the 
manoeuvres. 

CAPE-AUSTRALIA    CABLE-LINE    FROM 
COCOS    TO    CEYLON. 

Sir  EDWARD  SASSOON  (Hythe) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether,  in  view  of  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Cape- Australia  eable,  he  has 
in  consideration  the  desirability  of  a  spur 
line  from  Cocos  to  Ceylon  in  association 
with  the  Imperial  Government  as  a  prac- 
tically all-British  route  from  the  United 
Kingdom  to  India. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
Ealing)  :  An  inter-departmental  Com- 
mittee is  now  sitting  to  consider  and 
report  upon  the  question  of  cable  com- 
munication generally.  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  their  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  matter  to  which  my  hon. 
friend's  question  refers,  and  I  await  the 
receipt  of  their  report. 

Sir  EDWARD  SASSOON :  Will  the 
noble  Lord  make  special  inquiry  on  this 
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Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  The  Com- 
mittee was  specially  appointed.  I  rather 
fear  that  if  I  made  further  inquiry  it 
would  delay  the  object  which  my  hon. 
friend  has  in  view. 

UGANDA— SIR    H.    JOHNSTON'S 
REPORT. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mon- 
mouthshire, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  the  Report  by  Sir  H.  Johnston 
on  Uganda  will  be  in  the  hands  of 
Members  before  the  discussion  on  the 
Foreign  Office  Vote  in  Supply. 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Vis- 
count Cranborne,  Rochester) :  Sir  H. 
Johnston's  Report  has  only  been  pre- 
sented quite  recently,  but  I  have  every 
hope  that  it  will  be  in  the  hands  of 
Members  by  next  Friday. 

DISTURBANCES  IN  ARMENIA. 
Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  the  Foreign  Office  is  in 
possession  of  any  information  as  to  recent 
disturbances  in  the  Tchem  district  of 
Thassanjak,  as  to  the  destruction  of  the 
village  of  Uhlbush  by  armed  Kurds,  as  to 
the  killing  and  wounding  of  Armenians, 
and  as  to  the  demolition  of  buildings, 
including  the  church  and  the  school ; 
•  and  what  representations,  if  any,  have 
beoD  made  by  the  Government  to  the 
Government  of  the  Subhme  Porte,  in 
respect  to  its  treaty  obHgations  in  regard 
to  protection  of  its  Christian  subjects. 

Viscount  CRANBORNE  :  I  have  no 
information  as  to  the  particular  incident 
referred  to,  but  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  recently  received  reports  from 
His  Majesty's  consular  officers  of  dis- 
turbances created  by  the  Kurds  in  the 
districts  of  Bitlis  and  Moush,  and  in  the 
Tiari  mountains.  His  Majesty's  ambas- 
sador at  Constantinople  has  called  the 
serious  attention  of  the  Turkish  Govern- 
ment to  the  state  of  affairs  prevailing 
in  these  districts. 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  last  massacres  were  initiated  by  dis- 
turbances of  this  kind,  will  the  Govern- 
ment keep  constantly  before  the  Porte 
its  treaty  obhgations! 


Viscount  CRANBORNE :  I  have  said 
80  in  the  last  paragraph  of  my  answer. 

STORNOWAY  MAIL  STEAMER. 
Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  he  is 
aware  that  McBrayne's  mail  steamer 
**  Clydesdale,"  which  runs  between 
Mallaig,  Kyle,  and  Stornoway,  is  thirty- 
nine  years  old,  and  in  rough  weather 
unable  to  bear  the  strain  of  her  engines 
running  at  maximum  speed,  in  cons^ 
quence  of  which  it  not  infrequently 
happens  that  a  longer  time  is  occupied 
on  the  passage  to  and  from  Stornoway 
than  would  otherwise  be  the  case,  with 
the  result  that  the  mails,  passengers, 
and  cargo  are  delayed,  and  will  he  causp 
some  inquiry  to  be  made  with  a  view 
to  ascertain  whether  the  **  Clydesdale 
should  be  allowed  to  continue  to  make 
the  passage  through  these  seas  in  all 
weathers. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  The 
**  Clydesdale "  has  a  Board  of  Trade 
passenger  certificate.  I  am  advised  that 
she  is  a  strongly  built,  well-proportioned 
vessel,  and  that  there  are  no  signs  of  her 
having  been  strained,  or  that  she  has 

/  suffered  from  vibration  due  to  the  en- 
gines working  at  their  maximum  speed. 
She  has  been  well  kept  up,  and  her 
present  boiler,  although  made  in  1881, 

■  was  not  put  into  use  until  1893,     I  have. 

'  in  fact,  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  vessel 
is  in  good  condition,  and  quite  fit  to  con- 
tinue her  present  employment  in  all 
weathers.  As  to  her  speed,  the  Board  of 
Trade  have  no  jurisdiction. 

MANNING       OF       THE       MERCANTILB 
MARINE— THE  "  PRIMROSE  HILL." 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  oi 
Trade  if  there  is  any  rule  regulating  the 
number  of  apprentices  to  be  carried  by 
saihng  ships  in  proportion  to  the  total 
number  of  the  crew,  and  whether  he  is 
aware  that  in  the  case  of  the  **  Primrose 
Hill  *'  there  were  twelve  apprentices, 
five  of  whom  had  never  before  been  to 
sea,  and  that  the  jury,  at  the  inquest 
held  on  the  victims  of  the  "  Primrose 
Hill  "  disaster,  declared  that  in  their 
opinion  the  ship  was  lost  through, 
amongst  other  things,  having  too  many 
apprentices  on  board. 
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Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  There  is 
no  rule  regulating  the  number  of  appren- 
tices in  proportion  to  the  whole  crew 
of  a  vessel.  The  finding  of  the  court  of 
inquiry,  which  on  such  a  question  I 
regard  as  more  authoritative  than  that 
of  a  coroner's  jury,  did  not  ascribe  the 
loss  of  the  vessel  to  the  inadequacy  of  her 
crew,  either  with  regard  to  tne  number 
of  apprentices  or  otherwise,  but  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  managing  owner 
would  have  been  better  advised  if  he  had 
more  closely  considered  the  fact  that  five 
of  the  apprentices  had  not  been  to  sea 
before.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  as  I  have 
already  informed  the  hon.  Member  more 
than  once,  the  manning  of  the  '*  Primrose 
Hill "  compUed  with  every  statutory 
requirement,  and  with  either  of  the 
scales  recommended  by  the  Manning 
Committee. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  May  I 
ssk  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he  is 
aware  that  this  vessel  carried  twelve 
^apprentices,  five  of  whom  had  never 
been  at  sea  1  Will  the  Board  of  Trade, 
in  order  to  promote  safety,  consider  the 
advisability  of  making  arrangements 
limiting  the  number  of  inexperienced 
first  voyage  apprentices  to  be  carried  by 
ships  of  this  description  ] 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  I  see  no 
necessity  for  it. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I  shaU 
call  attention  to  this  matter  on  the 
Board  of  Trade  Vote. 

PAUPER  ALIENS  IN  EAST  LONDON. 
Mr.  THOMAS  DEWAR :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Goverur 
ment  Board  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  recently  issued  reports 
of  the  medical  officers  of  health  for 
the  late  Limehouse  Board  of  Works  and 
the  late  St.  George*s-in-the-East  Vestry, 
wherein  Dr.  Thomas  (Limehouse)  states 
that  the  overcrowding  is  almost  entirely 
due  to  the  immigration  of  pauper  aliens, 
and  Dr.  Rygate  (St.  George's-in-the-East) 
says  that  the  population  is  200  per  acre, 
while  for  London  it  is  61*5  per  acre, 
and  that  the  alien  characteristics  of 
the  parish  are  annually  more  pronounced, 
and  in  time  the  population  will  become 
almost  entirely  foreign,  and    that  the 


population  per  house  is  8*7,  reckoning 
tenements  in  industrial  dwellings  as  one 
house ;  and,  in  view  of  these  statements, 
can  he  hold  out  any  promise  of  remedial 
legislation. 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Walter 
Long,  Bristol,  S.) :  I  have  seen  the 
reports  referred  to  in  the  question.  I 
gather  that  the  legislation  which  my 
hon.  friend  desires  would  have  for  its 
object  the  checking  of  aUen  immigration. 
This  is  not  a  matter  within  the  province 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  I 
cannot  hold  out  any  promise  of  legislation 
with  regard  to  it. 

INSTRUCTIONS    TO   INSPECTORS    OP 
SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  YOXALL  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Committee  of  Council 
on  Education  the  cause  of  the  delay 
in  the  issue  of  the  instructions  to  inspec- 
tors of  schools,  and  if  he  can  state  the 
date  at  which  it  may  be  expected  to  be 
in  the  hands  of  hon.  Members. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the 
BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  (Sir  J. 
Gorst,  Cambridge  University) :  I  regret 
the  delay  in  issuing  this  Paper,  which  has 
been  unavoidable.  It  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  printer,  and  will  be  issued 
shortly. 

SCOTTISH    EDUCATION    REPORT. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  if  he  will  state  when  the 
General  Report  on  Education  (Scotland) 
(North-Western  Division)  for  the  year 
1900  will  be  issued. 

*The  lord  advocate  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire):  There  is 
no  North-Western  Division.  The  Report 
for  the  Northern  Division  was  delivered 
on  16th  July;  that  for  the  Western 
Division  is  in  type,  and  will  be  presented 
on  an  early  date. 

QUEEN    VICTORIA'S    MEMORIAL- 
DESIGNS. 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON  (Aberdeen- 
shire, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Com- 
missioner of  Works  whether  the  com- 
peting   designs    forpi^idbl^^t  Queen's 
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Memorial  will  be  exhibited  to  the  public 
before  one  of  them  is  selected  and  finally 
approved. 

The  first  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  Kent,  St. 
Augustine's) :  The  responsibility  of  select- 
ing the  design  for  the  late  Queen's 
Memorial,  as  the  hon.  Member  is  aware, 
in  no  way  devolves  upon  me,  though  by 
courtesy  I  am  able  to  state  that  a  design 
has  been  selected  by  the  Executive 
Committee,  and  will  be  submitted  to  the 
King  and  to  the  general  Committee  next 
week.  I  will  undertake  to  inform 
the  Committee  of  the  hon.  Member's 
question.  I  have  already  stated  that, 
should  the  selected  design  involve  an 
alteration  of  the  Mall,  I  think  I  can  under- 
take to  exhibit  the  design  to  the  House. 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON  :  May  I  ask, 
does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  intend 
to  take  any  action  in  connection  with 
the  decision  in  another  place,  that  models 
of  these  designs  should  be  exhibited 
publicly  ] 

Mr.  akers  DOUGLAS :  No,  Sir. 

CARRUGE    OF    BUTTER   ON    IRISH 
RAILWAYS. 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  (Limerick, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Loi3  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he 
is  yet  in  a  position  to  state  what  is  the 
result  of  the  inquiry  by  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  into  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Herbert  Sullivan,  of  Curramore,  Broad- 
ford,  Charleville,  a  butter  exporter,  to 
the  eflfect  that,  before  the  amalgamation 
of  the  Great  Southern  and  Western  and 
the  Waterford  and  Limerick  Railways, 
his  consignments  of  butter  were  taken 
from  Newcastle  West,  county  Limerick, 
to  London  within  eighteen  hours,  and 
that,  between  the  dates  18th  April  and 
26th  June  of  this  year,  twelve  similar 
consignments  of  his  from  Newcastle 
West  to  London  on  twelve  different 
dates  were  not  dehvered  until  four  or 
five  days  after  shipment ;  and,  if  found 
to  be  correct,  whether  he  will  take  any 
and,  if  so,  what  action  to  induce  or  com- 
pel the  Great  Southern  and  Western 
Company  to  give  a  better  service  to  the 
pubHc,  so  that  Irish  farm  and  other 
products  may  be  expedited  to  English 
markets. 


*The  chief  secretary  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover):  It  is 
not  yet  possible  to  state  the  result  of  the 
inquiry  referred  to. 

QUEEN'S   COLLEGE— MEDICAL 
PROFESSORSHIPa 

Mr.  macartney  (Antrim,  S.) :  1 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can  state 
why  the  appointments  to  certain  medical 
professorships  in  the  Queen  *s  College, 
Belfast,  have  been  limited  to  a  term  of 
seven  years,  whereas  in  the  Queen's 
College,  Cork,  similar  appointments 
have  been  recently  made  for  life. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  system  of 
limiting  these  appointments  to  a  term 
of  seven  years,  with  power  of  ^e-appoin^ 
ment  on  the  expiration  of  the  period, 
applies  equally  to  each  of  the  Queen's 
Colleges  in  Ireland.  There  are  two 
cases  in  the  Cork  College  and  one  in  the 
Belfast  College  to  which  the  practice, 
through  a  misunderstanding  or  over- 
sight, was  not  applied. 

LABOURERS'    COTTAGES     IN    CX)UNTy 
CORK. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.) :  1 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  as  the  result  of  an  inquiry 
held  at  Midleton,  county  Cork,  in  January 
last,  the  Local  Government  Board  in- 
spector has  rejected  fifty-four  applica- 
tions for  cottages  although  these  applica- 
tions were  supported  by  sworn  evidence, 
and  has  thus  deprived  many  labourers 
of  the  benefits  of  the  Labourers  Acts; 
and  can  he  explain  the  reason  for  the 
rejection  of  the  application  of  a  labourer 
named  Smiddy,  residing  in  the  electoral 
division  of  Ightermurragh,  Midleton 
Union,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  house 
on  the  lands  described  by  the  inspector 
as  a  suitable  dwelling  has  been  used  as  a 
sheep  shed  for  the  past  fifteen  years. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Ofthe  191  cottages 
proposed  to  be  erected  the  inspector 
recommended  137.  No  reason  was 
assigned  for  the  erection  of  a  cottage  on 
the  lands  mentioned  in  the  second  para- 
graph. The  man  Smiddy  never  worked 
for  the  occupying  owner  of  these  lands, 
but.    U8uaHy^,J^|y(ot^^,f»rmer8  with 
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larger  holdings.  The  necessity  for  the 
erection  of  a  second  cottage  on  the  lands 
in  question  was  not  established,  and  the 
district  council  appeared  to  be  satisfied 
with  the  result  of  the  inquiry. 

Captain  DONELAN:  May  I  ask 
whether,  in  view  of  the  large  number  of 
labourers  who  were  depri^d  of  decent 
dwellings  by  the  action  of  this  inspector, 
their  case  will  be  considered  by  the 
Government  % 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  do  not  think 
the  hon.  Gentleman  states  the  facts 
accurately.  The  claims  are  sent  for- 
ward and  left  to  the  determination  of 
the  Board.  It  is  open  to  the  local 
authority  to  re-submit  at  a  future  date 
the  rejected  claims. 

Mr.  CULLINAN  (Tipperary,  S.) : 
As  great  dissatisfaction  exists  in  Ireland 
on  this  subject,  may  I  ask  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  in  future  have 
the  reasons  assigned  by  the  inspector 
for  rejecting  these  claims  laid  before 
Parliament  1 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  will  consider 
that.  In  many  cases  the  district  councils 
are  glad  to  be  relieved  of  the  responsi- 
bility of  arriving  at  a  decision,  and  prefer 
that  it  should  rest  with  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board. 

Mr.  flavin  (Kerry,  N.) :  Is  it  not 
a  fact  that  the  inspectors  make  recom- 
mendations  

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order! 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  :  May  I  ask 
on  what  grounds  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man states  that  the  district  councils  are 
glad  to  be  relieved  of  the  responsibility  % 

Captain  DONELAN :  Is  it  not  a  fact 
that  these  applications  are  always  sup- 
ported by  sworn  evidence  from  the 
locality  ] 

IRISH  NATIONAL  SCHOOL  TEACHERS' 
SALARIES. 

Mr.  macartney  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  there  are  in  the 
service  of  the  National  Board  of  Educa- 


tion any  teachers  having  more  than 
three  years  efficient  service  whose 
salaries  are  now  fixed  at  the  minimum 
salary  for  the  lowest  grade ;  whether 
any  provision  has  been  made  whereby 
teachers  shall  receive  credit  for  service 
rendered  before  the  1st  April,  1900,  and 
whether  such  teachers  shall  at  once 
receive  such  increments  to  their  present 
salaries  as  shall  make  their  positions 
equal  to  those  of  future  teachers  having 
the  same  length  of  service. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM :  There  are  in  the 
service  of  the  National  Board  of  Educa- 
tion teachers  having  more  than  three 
years  of  efficient  service  whose  salaries 
are  now  fixed  at  the  minimum  salary  for 
the  lowest  grade.  For  service  rendered 
before  1st  April,  1900,  all  teachers  re- 
ceived credit  as  provided  by  the  rules 
which  up  till  that  time  were  in  force. 
Grade  salary  and  continued  good  service 
salary  by  triennial  increments  date  only 
from  Ist  April,  1900,  and  all  teachers 
may  receive  such  increments  under  the 
same  conditions. 

LAND  PURCHASE  IN  COUNTY  MAYO. 
Mr.  JOHN  O'DONNELL  (Mayo, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  he  is  aware  that  application  has 
been  made  to  the  Land  Commission  by 
James  Brannick,  Scaurdaun,  Clare- 
morris,  for  an  advance  of  money  to  enable 
him  to  purchase  a  large  grazing  farm  at 
Brize,  near  Claremorris,  county  Mayo, 
and  which  has  been  let  for  grazing  pur- 
poses for  some  years  past ;  and  can  he 
state  the  amount  applied  for,  and 
whether  it  has  been  granted. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  am  informed 
that  no  such  application  has  been  made. 

Mr.  JOHN  O'DONNELL :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  a  grazing  farm,  the  property 
of  Mr.  Alexander  Martyn,  Ballinrobe, 
situated  at  Brize,  near  Claremorris,  is 
about  to  be  sold ;  and  whether,  with  a 
view  of  relieving  the  congestion  in  the 
district  in  which  the  farm  is  situated  in 
Mayo,  by  purchase  of  this  farm  for  pur- 
poses of  r^istribution  among  the  people, 
he  will  urge  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
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to  open  negotiations  immediately  with 
Mr.  Martyn  towards  that  end. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  purchase  of 
this  farm  is  already  the  subject  of 
negotiation  between  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  and  Mr.  Martyn. 

DELMEGE  ESTATE,  CO.  LMERICK. 

Mr.  JOYCE  (Limerick) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  land  judges  of  the  High  Court 
of  Justice  in  Ireland,  as  far  back  as  eleven 
years  ago,  ordered  the  sale  of  part  of  the 
lands  of  Ballygrennane,  the  owner  then 
being  John  Christopher  Delmege,  and 
the  tenant  being  John  Casey,  the  said 
townland  of  Ballygrennane  being  in  the 
barony  of  Publebrien  and  county  of 
Limerick  ;  is  he  aware  that  later  on  the 
sum  of  £720  was  fixed  on  as  the  price,  the 
tenant  consenting,  and  can  he  state 
whether  this  sale  was  later  on  brought 
under  the  40th  section  of  the  Act  of 
1896,  or  what  has  caused  the  delay  in 
bringing  the  sale  to  an  issue,  and  will  he 
take  steps  to  bring  about  such  sale. 

*Mr;  WYNDHAM :  The  sale  of  this 
estate  is  not  taking  place  under  the  40th 
section  of  the  Act  of  1896.  I  am  in- 
formed that  Mr.  Casey,  in  May  last, 
offered  to  purchase  the  fee  simple  of  his 
holding  for  the  price  mentioned,  and  that 
an  agreement  for  sale  to  him  at  that 
price  is  now  in  course  of  preparation. 

ELPHIN  POSTAL  SERVICE. 
Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  repre- 
senting the  Postmaster  General,  whether 
he  is  aware  that  inconvenience  has  been 
caused  to  the  inhabitants  of  Elphin 
owing  to  not  receiving  their  letters 
daily  till  4  p.m.,  as  the  mail  car  must 
come  from  Longford  through  Strokes- 
town  to  Elphin ;  whether,  seeing  that 
if  the  letters  were  despatched  by  a  mail 
car  from  Carrick-on-Shannon  on  the 
arrival  of  the  hmited  mail  they  would 
reach  Elphin  at  11  a.m.  each  day,  he 
vrill  take  steps  to  have  this  change 
carried  out. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
The  Postmaster  General  will  cause 
inquiry  to  be  made  whether  it  would 


be  feasible  to  adopt  the  hon.  Member's 
suggestion  for  improving  the  postal  ser- 
vice to  Elphin,  and  will  communicate  to 
him  the  result. 

IRISH  GOLD   ORNAMENTS. 

Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE  (Wexford, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  if  he  will  grant  the  Return 
relative  to  the  case  of  the  Irish  gold 
ornaments  standing  on  the  Order 
Paper,  t 

I  beg  also  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man if  he  will  state  how  the  case  of  the 
Irish  gold  ornaments  stands ;  and  what 
steps  the  Government  propose  to  take  in 
the  matter. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  With  regard  to  the  first  question, 
I  should  hke  to  see  the  Papers  before 
I  can  say  if  they  can  be  given  in  the 
form  of  a  Return.  I  am  told  that  the 
opinion  of  the  joint  committee  of  law 
officers  of  England  and  Ireland  has  been 
taken  in  regard  to  the  custody  of  the 
Irish  gold  ornaments.  We  have  not 
yet  received  the  opinion  of  these  officers, 
but  I  will  communicate  with  the  hoa 
Baronet  as  soon  as  I  obtain  it.  The  law's 
delays  in  this  matter  are  most  remarkable. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  WiU 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  bearing  in 
mind  the  long  time  this  matter  has 
been  before  the  law  officers  of  the 
Crown,  and  also  the  fact  that  a  year 
has  passed  since  he  promised  that  these 
gold  ornaments  should  be  restored  to 
Ireland,  see  that  there  is  no  more  unneces- 
sary delay  ] 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Yes,  Sir. 
There  has  been  delay  of  an  extraordinary 
kind,  but  I  do  not  think  that  the  law 
officers  are  to  blame.  As  soon  as  one 
question  has  been  decided  by  the  law 
officers  the  ingenuity  of  certain  gentle- 
men is  exercised  in  raising  new  points 
which  also  have  to  be  decid^ 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  WeU, 
I  will  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
use  some  of  his  well-known  ingenuity 
to  get  this  matter  settled. 


t  Return  giving  the  opinion  of  *^«  ^ 
Officers  of  the  Crown  in  the  matter  of  the 
Iris  h  gold  ornaments,  [together  with  copies  oi 
the  documents  in  the  case.  . 
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*L0RD  BALCARRES  (Lincolnshire, 
Chorley) :  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
thinks  favourably  of  the  suggestion  to 
grant  the  Return  asked  for,  will  he  be 
so  good  as  to  see  that  all  decisions  in 
these  cases  are  also  issued  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  1  will  con- 
sider  whether  the  substance  of  the 
various  decisions  can  be  issued  in  the 
Parliamentary  Papers.  We  possibly  may 
be  able  to  give  the  substance,  but  not 
the  actual  form  of  words,  as  these  docu- 
ments are  always  regarded  as  confidential. 

*JjOKD  BALCARRES:  Then  can  we 
have  the  substance  in  all  other  cases  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  will  con- 
sider that. 


BUSINESS   OF   THE  HOUSE. 

Sir  H.  CAxMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  Perhaps  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  now  state  whether 
he  has  reason  to  anticipate  that  the 
Committee  stage  of  the  Education  Bill 
will  be  taken  on  Monday,  and,  if  not, 
I  would  express  a  strong  hope  that  he 
will  not  proceed  with  the  Rating  Bill 
on  that  day,  because  so  many  Members 
interested  in  it  will  be  taken  by  surprise. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  sorry  to 
say  that  I  do  not  think  the  condition 
of  health  of  the  Chairman  of  Committees 
is  such  as  will  enable  us  to  proceed  in 
Committee  on  Monday ;  and  unless  I 
hear  more  reassuring  accounts  of  his 
health  I  should  not  propose  to  take 
the  Education  Bill  next  week  at  all,  but 
on  that  point  I  cannot  make  a  decided 
reply.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  appeals 
to  me  not  to  take  the  Rating  Bill  on 
Monday.  I  will  meet  his  views  in  that 
respect,  and  propose,  if  we  cannot  take 
the  Education  Kll,  to  take  the  Rating 
Bill  on  Tuesday.  On  Monday  the  first 
business  will  be  the  suspension  of  the 
twelve  o'clock  rule  for  the  rest  of  the 
session,  with  the  accompanying  state- 
ment with  which  the  motion  is  usually 
prefaced  at  this  time  of  the  year.  When 
that  is  disposed  of  I  propose  to  take  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Yeomanry  Bill 
and  some  departmental  Bills. 
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SHOP  CLUBS. 
Bill  to  prohibit  compulsory  member- 
ship of  unregistered  Shop  Clubs  or 
Thrift  Funds,  and  to  regulate  such  as  are 
duly  registered,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Harry  Samuel,  Mr.  Strachey, 
Sir  Albert  Rollit,  Sir  Charies  Dilke, 
Sir  Harry  Bullard,  Mr.  Yoxall,  Mr.  Hay, 
Dr.  Macnamara,  Mr.  Holland,  and  Mr. 
George  White. 

SHOP  CLUBS  BILL. 
"  To  prohibit  compulsory  membership 
of  unregistered  Shop  Clubs  or  Thrift 
Funds,  and  to  regulate  such  as  are  duly 
registered,"  presented  accordingly,  and 
read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Tuesday  next,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  270.] 


SUPPLY  [17th  Allotted  Day]. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Henry  Hobhouse  (Somersetshire, 
E.)  in  the  Chair.] 

Civil  Service  Estimates,  1901-2. 

Class  V. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £265,052, 
be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete 
the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st 
day  of  March,  1902,  for  the  Expenses 
of  His  Majesty's  Embassies  and  Missions 
Abroad,  and  of  the  Consular  Establish- 
ments Abroad  and  other  Expenditure 
chargeable  on  the  Consular  Vote." 

♦Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  (Bristol, 
E.)  called  attention  to  the  work  of  the 
commercial  attaches  and  agents.  The  last 
time  the  matter  was  before  the  House 
was  in  the  February  of  the  preceding 
year,  when  reassuring  information  was 
given  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  depart- 
ment in  regard  to  it.  Owing  to  the  fact 
that  these  commercial  attaches  were  only 
six  in  number,  and  that  they  were 
responsible  for  the  whole  of  Europe,  as 
well  as  for  part  of  Asia  and  A^W^I^^® 
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districts    allotted    to   them   were   over- 
whelmingly large,  and  they  could  not 
possibly  exercise  any  real  influence  or 
acquire  any  real  knowledge  of  the  trade 
of   the   country   to    which    they    were 
nominally   attached.    For  instance,  the 
commercial  att»ch6  for  Austria  covered 
Austro-Hungary,  Italy,  and  Greece  with 
a  combined   population  of  seventy-five 
millions    and  a  trade  of  260   miUions 
sterling.    The  attach^  for  France  covered 
also  Switzerland  and  Belgium,   with  a 
population     of    seventy-eight      millions 
and  a  trade  of  560  millions ;  while  the  one 
in  Germany  was  responsible  for  Holland, 
Sweden,  and  Norway  as  well,  the  popu- 
lation being  sixty-two  millions,  and  the 
trade  150  millions.     The  fact  was  that 
all  these  gentlemen  had  districts  allotted 
to    them    which    were    far    too    large. 
Besides,  they  had  other  duties  to  perform. 
The  French  commercial  attache  was  a 
director   of    the    Suez   Canal;  the    one 
in   Spain    was    called    upon    to    trans- 
late official  documents   at   the  Madrid 
Embassy.     The  commercial  agents  had 
even    greater    districts    to    deal    with. 
The  one  for  Russia  had  a  district  with  a 
population  of  120  millions,  and  a  trade 
of  1,270  millions,  while  the  United  States 
commercial  agent  had  a  district  of  three 
million  square  miles,    with  a  trade  of 
450  millions.     What  he  wished  to  press 
upon  the  Under  Secretary  was,  that  if 
these   gentlemen   were  to  do  any  good 
they  should  be  in  positions  of  financial 
and  diplomatic  importance.     The  com- 
mercial attaches  had  a  certain  diplomatic 
standing,    but    the    commercial    agents 
had  been  deliberately  refused  it.     They 
certainly  ought  to  be  men  of  social  and 
commercial  standing.     To  get  the  proper 
class  of  people  to  acquire  information 
they  must  have  men  of  more  social  and 
commercial    standing   than    they    were 
able  to  procure  at  present.     What  he 
would  suggest  was,  that  the  work   of 
the  commercial    side  and  of   the  diplo- 
matic side  of  the  embassies  should  not 
be  kept   completely  separate.      Anyone 
who  was  conversant  with  our  foreign 
relations  must  know  that  a  great  deal 
of  the  diplomatic  work  of  the  country 
was   very    closely   connected    with    the 
trade  of  the  country,  and  it  would  be 
perfectly  possible  to  make  the  diplomatic 
and  the  trade  work  of    the   embassies 
interchangeable,  just  as  in  the  Indian 
Mr.  Cliarles  Hobhouse, 


Civil  Service  judicial  and  administrative 
work  was  interchangeable.    There  was 
at  the  present  moment  in  all  our  universi- 
ties and  other  centres    of    learning  a 
desire  to  establish  commercial  education 
on  a  larger  basis  than  hitherto.    The 
London  University  had  already  created 
a  faculty  of  economics,  with  commercial 
and  industrial  sides,  and  lectures  were 
already  given  on  commercial  geography 
and  national  trade  which  must  have  an 
inspiring  eflfect  on  the  rising  generation  of 
traders.     He  thought  it  was  clear  that 
the   rising   generation    was   awakening 
to  the  advantages  which  could  be  gained 
from    the    information    put    at    their 
disposal    by    the    commercial    attaches. 
There  was  another  point  he  wished  to 
press,  and  that  was  that  the  dissemina- 
tion  of  the  information   was   quite  as 
important  as  its  collection.     He  suggested 
that,  in  conjunction  with  the  Board  of 
Trade,  permanent  exhibitions  of   British 
industry  should  be  established  in  connec- 
tion with  our  embassies,  so  that  foreigners 
could  see  at  first  hand  the  products  of  this 
country.    The  fact  was  that  trade  compe- 
petition   was   increasing   very   severely, 
and  that  we  were  fighting  not  so  much 
for  our  old  supremacy  as  for  our  very 
existence  as  a  commercial  nation.    Too 
often  merchants  in  this  country  would 
not  pay  attention  to  the  small  particulars 
on  which  the  trade  of  foreign  countries 
depended,  and  he  hoped  that  the  Foreign 
Office  would  not  slacken  their  endeavours 
to    obtain    all    possible   information   in 
regard  to  the  course  of  trade  in  foreign 
countries. 

Mr.  GIBSONfBOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) 
thought  that  something  might  be  done 
in  the  development  of  the  consular  into 
the  diplomatic  service.  He  agreed  with 
the  hon.  Gentleman  in  regard  to  the 
great  value  that  attached  to  reports  of 
foreign  trade  from  our  consular  and 
diplomatic  agents  abroad  ;  but  at  present 
the  consular  trade  reports  were  often 
quite  without  value,  because  the  reports 
never  bore  any  date.  [Lord  Cranborne 
dissented.]  Yes,  the  date  proceeded  from 
the  Foreign  Office,  and  there  were 
constant  allusions  to  what  happened 
last  year  or  the  year  before,  but  there 
was  no  date  to  show  when  the  report 
was  really  written.  The  suggestions 
which   they  contained  were    generally 
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childish,  such  as  that  we  should  adopt 
the  metric  system  and  so  on,  which  were 
not  worth  printing.  His  conviction  was 
that  British  merchants  had  nothing  to 
learn  from  the  consular  reports ;  at  any 
rate,  he  had  seen  nothing  in  these  reports 
which  was  likely  to  teach  British  mer- 
chants anything  they  did  not  know 
already.  This  Vote  travelled  over  the 
whole  habitable  earth — Russia,  Turkey, 
Persia,  Germany,  France,  Spain,  etc. 
His  complaint  was  that,  for  some  reason 
or  other,  our  diplomatic  agents  had  not 
been  successful  in  performing  their 
functions.  It  would  not  be  strictly  in 
order  to  discuss  on  that  Vote  the  policy 
with  which  they  were  charged.  But  he 
would  take  the  case  of  our  Ambassador 
to  Russia.  So  little  influence  had  he, 
that  no  sooner  had  the  war  in  South 
Africa  broken  out  than  Russia  sent 
C,000  men  to  Kertch.  If  our  Ambassador 
had  performed  his  duties  with  complete 
success,  that  would  not  have  happened 
with  a  friendly  country  with  whom  we 
were  on  terms  of  peace.  There  was  a 
railway  now  being  built  right  through 
Persia  to  the  Persian  Gulf,  and  the  only 
result  of  the  action  of  England  in  Persia 
in  recent  years  had  been  to  hand  over  that 
country  almost  completely  to  Russia. 
The  same  was  true  with  regard  to  the 
British  Ambassador  in  Turkey,  which, 
however,  was  partly  due  to  personal 
causes.  There  again  the  whole  of  Asia 
Minor  was  being  parcelled  out,  the 
northern  portion  to  Russia  and  the 
southern  to  Germanv  ;  and  the  Germans 
were  running  a  railway  to  Bagdad  and 
on  to  the  Persian  Gulf.  All  that  repre- 
sented a  very  serious  failure  of  our 
diplomatic  action,  and  if  it  were  in  order 
he  might  trace  it  to  the  fountain  head. 
Whatever  the  cause  was,  whether  it  was 
deficient  instruction  from  home,  or 
deficient  pressure  abroad,  he  would  not 
now  ask.  But  he  would  state  that;  in 
spite  of  the  enormous  expenditure  which 
the  country  was  asked  to  provide  for 
diplomatic  agents,  the  influence  of 
England  was  diminishing  in  the  countries 
he  had  mentioned.  He  would  not  dwell 
on  the  enormous  importance  that  that 
decreasing  influence  of  England  had, 
but  he  believed  it  very  seriously  imperilled 
the  defence  of  India.  Then,  again, 
it  was  impossible  to  avoid  a  similar  con- 
viction nearer  home.  The  British  Ambas- 


sador to  Spain  had  not  been  able  to 
preserve  the  full  amity  of  that  country  ; 
neither  was  the  British  Ambassador  to 
France.  That  was  not  due  to  the  Am- 
bassadors themselves,  but  to  imprudent 
utterances  and  imprudent  action  at 
home.  He  would  ask  the  noble  Lord 
with  regard  to  the  matters  he  had 
touched  on,  very  briefly  and  not  at  all  in 
proportion  to  their  importance,  whether 
he  could  give  the  Committee  a  reassuring 
statement  as  to  the  position  of  England 
in  the  countries  he  had  named,  and  the 
amount  of  influence  that  the  British 
ambassadors  were  able  to  exercise  in 
Russia,  Persia,  Turkey,  Spain,  and 
France.  He  hoped  the  noble  Lord  would 
be  able  to  give  a  satisfactory  reply,  and 
that  he  would  also  be  able  to  say  some- 
thing with  reference  to  the  suggestion 
as  to  the  interchangeability  of  a  certain 
portion  of  the  consular  service.  He 
should  also  be  glad  to  know  if  the  noble 
Lord  would  consider  the  value  of  the 
consular  reports  with  reference  to  trade. 
He  was  not  now  speaking  of  statistics, 
but  as  to  the  manner  in  which  consuls 
went  out  of  their  way  to  oflfer  advice  on 
questions  of  trade,  which,  as  a  rule,  they 
imperfectly  understood.  He  thought 
it  would  be  worth  while  to  consider 
whether  the  reports  should  be  continued 
in  their  present  form. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (Lancashire,  Radcliffe) 
said  he  had  long  desired  to  know 
on  what  principle  British  consuls  and 
commercial  attaches  were  appointed. 
He  had  himself  personal  knowledge 
of  consuls  in  distant  countries,  and,  as 
most  men  did  who  travelled,  he  found 
them  very  courteous  and  very  gentle- 
manly and  very  useful  for  social  purposes. 
But  he  felt  that  the  commercial  attaches 
and  consuls,  particularly  in  the  Far  East 
— although  he  was  not  speaking  from 
personal  experience,  but  from  knowledge 
derived  from  several  business  men — 
lacked  practical  business  knowledge. 
It  was  quite  right  that  British  consuls 
abroad  should  be  able  to  dispense  social 
advantages  to  travellerson  pleasure  bent, 
but  it  seemed  to  him  that  consuls  and 
commercial  attaches  who  were  appointed 
for  commercial  purposes  oufeht  to  be 
men  of  commercial  training.  He  had  an 
instance  in  his  mind  which  showed  the 
complete   inefficiency   of   at.  least  .  one 
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consul  for  the  purposes  of  trade.  A 
friend  of  his,  representing  a  large  com- 
mercial house  in  Bradford,  and  one  of 
the  ablest  business  men  he  had  ever  met, 
went  out  to  the  Far  East  to  open  up  a 
trade  in  Burma,  China,  and  Japan. 
He  went  to  one  of  the  British  consuls  in 
China,  and  asked  him  for  a  list  of  traders 
in  a  particular  line  of  business.  The 
consul  handed  him  a  general  list  of 
traders,  whereupon  his  friend  informed 
the  consul  that  he  was  travelling  in  tex- 
tiles, and  only  wanted  the  houses  which 
dealt  in  textiles.  **  Oh,"  replied  the 
consul,  **  if  you  think  I  am  here  for  the 
purpose  of  making  business  easy  for 
commercial  travellers,  I  am  not  your 
man.  If  you  want  anything  in  a  general 
way  I  shall  be  glad  to  help,  but  if  you 
want  anything  with  reference  to  a  par- 
ticular business,  you  will  have  to  go  over 
the  way  to  the  German  consul,  who,  I 
believe,  has  assorted  lists  of  traders." 
His  friend  went  to  the  German  consul, 
and  got  all  the  information  he  desired. 
That  was  an  absolute  fact,  and  he  was 
afraid  it  was  typical  of  the  way  in  which 
British  consuls  did  their  business.  He 
should  be  glad  to  know  whether  in 
appointing  a  consul  any  effort  was 
made  to  secure  a  man  of  commercial 
knowledge  and  experience,  or  were 
men  pitchforked  into  consular  positions 
because  of  their  general  ability  and  re- 
spectability, without  any  regard  to  their 
capacity  to  advise  on  commercial  ques- 
tions. He  was  afraid  they  were  losing  a 
great  deal  of  trade  abroad  owing  to  the 
lack  of  practical  knowledge  on  the  part 
of  their  commercial  attaches  and  consuls. 
With  reference  to  the 'Board  of  Trade 
Journal,  no  doubt  it  contained  a  great 
deal  of  very  useful  information,  but  the 
statement  that  English  merchants  did 
not  send  out  commercial  travellers  was 
repeated  over  and  over  again  ;  and  also 
the  statement  that  catalogues  were  sent 
out  in  the  English  language.  That  was 
all  very  well,  but  they  had  had  enough 
of  it.  What  was  required  was  specific 
information,  and  he  was  glad  to  observe 
that  more  of  it  was  now  being  given.  He 
was  also  quite  sure  that  the  samples 
which  were  being  sent  home  would  bear 
fruit  by  and  by.  But  his  main  point 
was  that  the  Government  in  appointing 
consuls  and  commercial  attaches  should 
select  men  not  only  for  their  general 

Mr.  Taylor. 


capacity,  but  also,  as  far  as  possible,  for 
their  commercial  training,  knowledge, 
and  experience,  which  were  very  useful 
in  the  important  outposts  of  British 
trades  in  which  they  were  stationed. 

Mr.  LOUIS  SINCLAIR  (Essex,  Rom- 
ford) said  he  understood  that  the  hon. 
Member  who  opened  the  debate  did  not 
move  a  reduction.  He  wished  to  know 
whether  he  would  now  be  in  order  in 
moving  a  reduction. 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Vis- 
count Cranborne,  Rochester)  said  it 
would  perhaps  be  more  convenient  if  he 
now  replied  to  the  general  observations 
which  had  been  addressed  to  him.  He 
was  quite  confident  that  anything  he 
would  say  would  not  interfere  with  the 
desire  of  his  hon.  friend  to  move  a  reduc- 
tion. The  observations  which  had  been 
made  to  the  Committee  by  the  two  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  were  mainly  devoted 
to  questions  of  trade  and  to  British  agents 
abroad  with  reference  to  trade.  He 
would  at  once  admit  that  during  the  short 
time  he  had  occupied  his  present  position 
he  had  been  very  much  impressed  with 
the  importance  of  developing  as  far  as  it 
reasonably  could  be  developed  that  side 
of  the  Foreign  Office  work  which  had 
reference  to  the  collection  and  distribu- 
tion of  commercial  intelligence.  He  had 
discussed  the  matter  with  his  right  hon. 
friend  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  he  could  assure  the  Com- 
mittee that  everything  that  could  be  done 
towards  the  reasonable  development  of 
that  side  of  the  work  of  the  Foreign  Office 
would  be  done.  He  should,  however, 
like  to  impress  on  the  Committee  that  it 
was  a  new  departure.  When  hon.  Gentle- 
men criticised  British  agents  abroad,  be- 
cause in  their  judgment  they  did  not  give 
enough  time  to  collection  of  commercial 
intelligence,  it  ought  to  be  remembered 
that  they  had  not  yet  had  an  opportunity 
of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  new 
state  of  things.  The  Foreign  Office 
would  do  its  best,  but  he  should  be  sorry 
if  the  Committee  or  the  country  thought 
that  the  Foreign  Office  could  do  a  great 
deal.  The  success  of  British  trade  must 
depend  on  the  traders  themselves.  It 
was  the  energy  of  the  trader,  his  enter- 
prise, and  his  skill  in  finding  out  what 
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was  required,  that  was  going  to  keep 
English  trade  in  the  high  position  it  at 
present  occupied.     He  confessed  he  would 
have  a  certain  feeling  of  disappointment 
if  it  were  true — and  it  was  not  true — 
that  English  traders  had  nothing  to  rely 
upon    except    the    assistance    of   public 
officials.     However  good   officials   were, 
they  could  not  do  what  was  required, 
except  to  a  very  small  extent.     The  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  said  he  did  not  wish 
to  hear  any  more  in  the   trade   reports 
about  commercial  travellers.     He  should 
be  very  sorry  to  bore  the  hon.  Member, 
and  he  would  not  talk  about  commercial 
travellers ;   but  the  difference   between 
the   way   in    which    British    trade    was 
pushed  abroad  and  the  way  in  which 
foreign  trade  was  pushed   was  that  the 
foreigners    had    commercial    travellers, 
whereas  English  traders  practically  had 
not.     He  was  not  a  trader  himself,  and, 
as  the  Committee  would  understand,  he 
had  only  an  amateur  knowledge  of  com- 
mercial matters  ;  but  he  was  confident 
that  the  success  of  foreign  trade  turned 
on    the    excellence    of    the    commercial 
travellers  who  were  employed  and  on  the 
systematic  way  in  which  they  went  to 
work.     Therefore,  although  the  reitera- 
tion might  be  tiresome,  he  did  not  think 
the  time  was  thrown  away  in  pressing 
in  season  and  out  of  season  the  importance 
of  commercial  travellers.     The  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  initiated  the  discussion  spoke  of 
sample  exhibitions.     That  had  been  tried 
by  one  or  two  countries,  and,  as  far  as  he 
had  been  able  to  make  out,  with  some 
success.     The    matter   was    now    under 
consideration,  and  it  might  possibly  be 
tried  in  order  to  see  how  it  worked.    The 
Board  of   Trade  Journal,  as  the  hon. 
Member  opposite  said,  was  a  very  useful 
publication,  and  the  intelligence  in  it,  as 
far  as  foreign  countries  were  concerned, 
was  provided  by  the  Foreign  Office.   The 
hon.    Member   opposite   spoke   of   com- 
mercial attaches.     Although  they  dated 
long  before  his  time,  he  thought  that 
commercial  attaches  were  not  originally 
established  with  a  view  to  providing  that 
kind  of  detailed  information  to  which 
the  hon.  Member  referred.     They  repre- 
sented in  practice  the  commercial  side  of 
each    embassy    or    legation.     The    hon. 
Gentleman    knew    that    an    enormous 
number  of  despatches  had  to  be  written 
with   reference   to   commercial    matters 


on  which  negotiations  were  in  progress  in 
foreign  ports,  and  in  respect  of  which  the 
commercial  attaches  acted  as  inter- 
mediaries. 

Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  said 
that  it  was  stated  in  the  House  on  the 
3rd  August,  1899,  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Minister  for  War,  who 
was  then  Under  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  that  commercial  attaches  were 
not  only  entitled  but  directed  to  corre- 
spond with  traders  with  reference  to 
foreign  trade. 

Viscount  CRANBORNE  said  his 
right  hon.  friend  was  very  much  im- 
pressed with  the  inconvenience  with 
which  that  side  of  the  work  of  the  Foreign 
Office  was  carried  on,  and  he  instituted 
the  system  of  commercial  agents,  and  it 
was  to  commercial  agents  they  really 
had  to  look  for  detailed  information. 
His  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  King's 
Lynn  referred  to  the  appointment  of 
consuls  in  the  Crimea.  There  were  a 
very  large  number  of  consuls  in  the 
Crimea,  and  they  were  paid,  and  promo- 
tion was  opened  to  them.  They  might, 
for  instance,  become  consuls-general, 
which  was  a  very  important  post.  His 
hon.  friend  spoke  with  a  certain  amount 
of  disdain  of  the  consular  reports  on 
trade.  Undoubtedly  some  were  very 
much  better  than  others,  and  he  hoped 
one  of  their  efforts  would  be  to  bring  all 
the  consular  trade  reports  up  to  one 
high  standard.  For  that  purpose  it 
would  be  necessary  to  determine  a  model 
on  which  the  reports  should  be  framed,, 
and  in  that  way  they  might  arrive  at  a 
common  form  of  report  which  would  be 
useful  for  all  practical  purposes. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  asked  what 
about  the  dates  on  the  reports. 

Viscount  CRANBORNE  said  his 
hon.  friend  would  find  the  dates  inside. 
He  thought  it  did  not  matter  whether 
they  were  inside  or  outside,  but  he  would 
look  into  the  matter.  His  right  hon. 
friend  who  preceded  him  in  the  Foreign 
Office  instituted  the  experiment  of  com- 
mercial agents,  whose  duty  it  would  be 
to  collect  information  for  transmission 
'  to  the  Foreign  Office,  and  act  as  a  sort  of 
I  bureau   of   information   for   traders   in 
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England  who  wanted  it.  The  idea  wai 
that  any  merchant  or  trader  in  England 
who  wanted  information  on  any  parti- 
cular topic  would  be  able  to  receive  it, 
and  that  a  small  fee  would  be  charged. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  spoke  of  the  anxiety 
of  the  British  trader  for  information 
and  the  reluctance  and  inefficiency  of 
the  Foreign  Office  to  provide  it.  But  he 
thought  it  ought  to  be  known  that  the 
system  instituted  by  his  right  hon. 
friend  so  far  as  it  had  gone  was  a  dead 
failure.  Since  the  commercial  agents 
had  been  appointed  the  Foreign  Office 
had  only  succeeded  in  collecting  about 
JB20  in  fees,  and  that  had  regard  to  the 
whole  area  regarding  which  the  com- 
mercial agents  were  supposed  to  have 
information.  That  was  to  say,  that  the 
great  demand  for  information  on  the 
part  of  traders  was  not  valued  even  at 
the  small  fee  which  was  charged.  The 
Foreign  Office  might  provide  the  infor- 
mation, but  they  could  not  drive  it  down 
the  throat  of  the  English  trader.  He 
himself  was  inclined  to  think  that  in 
most  cases  the  trader  did  not  require 
information,  and  that  the  best  commercial 
houses  were  able  and  wilUng  to  obtain 
information  for  themselves.  They  trusted 
to  themselves,  but  the  Foreign  Office 
was  most  anxious  to  do  anything  that 
was  wanted.  They  had  offered  to  supply 
information,  and  the  offer  still  remained 
■open,  and  it  was  possible  that  they  might 
be  able  to  make  a  mitigation  in  respect 
•even  of  the  small  fee  at  present  charged 
in  the  hope  of  making  the  experiment  a 
success.  They  earnestly  hoped  that  any 
hon.  Gentleman  or  any  other  person 
who  had  a  suggestion  which  might  be 
valuable  towards  helping  forward  British 
trade  would  communicate  it  to  the 
Foreign  Office.  His  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  King's  Lynn  wandered  into 
the  wider  elements  of  the  diplomatic 
position  of  the  United  Kingdom  through- 
out the  world.  His  hon.  friend  said  that 
foreign  countries  did  not  always  act 
exactly  as  England  desired,  and  that 
therefore  the  British  ambassadors  were 
inefficient.  His  hon.  friend  knew  per- 
fectly well  that  they  were  the  objects  of 
the  greatest  jealousy  on  the  part  of  the 
Continent,  and  it  was  a  matter  of  much 
surprise  to  EngHshmen  why  that  should 
be.  He  could  only  attribute  it,  not  so 
much  to  their  own  merits,  as  probably  to 

Visrount  Cranbome, 


the  great  success  which  had  waited  on 
them  in  the  past,  and  to  the  high  position 
they  had  attained.  With  recent  history 
ringing  in  his  ears,  his  hon.  friend  had 
strangely  misread  the  influence  of  the 
British  ambassadors  in  Russia,  Persia, 
and  elsewhere.  He  did  not  admit  the 
correctness  of  his  hon.  friends  facts 
with  reference  to  Persia. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  asked  if  he 
understood  the  noble  Lord  to  deny  that 
Russia,  on  the  outbreak  of  the  South 
African  War,  marched  6,000  men  to 
Kertch,  within  thirty-five  miles  of 
Herat ;  that  Russia  had  obtained  the 
right  to  construct  a  railway  right  down 
to  the  Persian  Gulf  ;  and  that  Germany 
had  a  right  to  run  a  railway  to  the  other 
side  of  the  Gulf 

Viscount  CRANBORNE  said  he  did 
not  deny  that  Russia  had  certain  rights 
in  Persia,  but  he  did  not  admit  by  any 
means  that  they  extended  to  the  extent 
suggested  by  his  hon.  friend.  Many  of 
those  rights  dated  long  before  the  out- 
break of  the  South  African  War ;  but,  as 
his  hon.  friend  had  mentioned  South 
Africa,  he  should  like  to  remind  the  Com- 
mittee of  one  marvellous  fact,  and  that 
was  that,  notwithstanding  that  we  had 
been  engaged  in  a  tremendous  war, 
which  had  put  an  enormous  strain  on 
our  resources,  we  had  nevertheless 
been  able,  he  thought  he  might  say  in 
all  parts  of  the  globe,  to  take  as  leading 
a  position  as  we  had  ever  taken.  If 
the  Chinese  policy  of  the  Government 
was  examined  it  would  be  found  that, 
notwithstanding  the  great  stress  the 
country  had  been  undergoing,  practically 
on  all  the  turning  points  in  the  Chinese 
question  Great  Britain  had  been  able 
to  take  the  lead.  He  did  not  say  it  in 
any  boasting  spirit,  but  our  diplomatic 
successes  were  such  that  in  crisis  after 
crisis,  not  only  in  China,  but  elsewhere, 
the  suggestions  of  this  country  had  been 
adopted  by  Europe.  That  was  a  matter 
of  gratification,  and  should  convince  the 
Committee  that  the  position  of  this 
country  abroad  was  still  one  of  very  great 
respect  and  importance.  If  we  did  not 
push  on  as  rapidly  as  some  hon.  Members 
desired,  it  was  because  we  were  a  business 
people.  Other  countries  might  not 
adopt  the  same  principle;    we  did  not 
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criticise  them  for  not  doing  so,  but  we 
wrere  content  with  our  traditional  policy 
which  had  hitherto  been  successful.  To 
his  mind  the  more  important  part  of  the 
discussion  had  been  concerned  with  trade, 
and  everything  that  could  be  done  to 
develop  that  would  be  done. 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE 
(Wiltshire,  Cricklade)  said  the  discussion 
had  followed  the  accustomed  lines,  and 
while  some  Members  had  shown  a  tend- 
ency to  introduce  large  questions  of  foreign 
policy,  others  had  wished  to  confine  the 
discussion  to  the  business  aspects  of  the 
Consular  Vote.  He  agreed  with  the 
noble  Lord  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  that  on  the  Diplo- 
matic Vote,  and  still  more  on  the  Con- 
sular Vote,  it  was  exceedingly  difficult 
to  introduce  with  public  advantage  any 
discussion  on  important  questions  of 
foreign  policy.  The  proper  occasion  for 
such  discussion  was  on  the  Foreign  Office 
Vote.  An  additional  inconvenience  of 
raising  questions  of  foreign  policy  on  the 
present  Vote  was  that  one  was  always  in 
danger  unintentionally  of  appearing  to 
attack  the  conduct,  wisdom,  or  foresight 
of  ambassadors,  who,  from  their  position, 
were  not  able  to  speak  for  themselves  ; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  if  their  conduct 
was  impugned  on  the  Foreign  Office  Vote 
that  Office,  being  really  responsible,  was 
able  to  speak  with  full  authority  and 
without  any  danger  of'going  outside  the 
limits  of  the  Vote.  The  remarks  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  King's  Lynn  were  an 
illustration  on  the  point.  It  would  not 
bs  possible  to  enter  on  the  question  of  the 
wisdom  or  foresight  of  the  ambassador 
at  St.  Petersburg  in  regard  to  the  conduct 
of  Russia  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of 
the  South  African  War  without  entering 
on  the  whole  question  of  our  position 
abroad  and  the  relation  of  this  country 
to  the  general  European  situation.  The 
question  could  hardly  be  adequately 
discussed  without  considering,  for  ex- 
ample, the  position  of  this  country  in 
relation  to  the  Triple  *AUiance  and  the 
Dual  Alliance,  but  any  reference  to  the 
matter  would  doubtless  be  at  once  met  by 
a  request  from  the  Chairman  for  the  dis- 
cussion to  be  kept  within  proper  limits. 
The  same  observation  would  apply  to 
the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
King's  Lynn  in  regard  to  our  position  in 


Spain.    In    regard   to    Turkey   it    was, 
perhaps,  easier  to  say  something  strictly 
relevant  to  the  Vote.    He  had  already 
asked  the  noble  Lord  certain  questions, 
more  from  a  business  and  commercial 
than  a  purely  political  point  of  view,  in 
regard  to  the  position  of  Great  Britain 
in  the  matter  of  the  Asiatic  railways,  and 
he     understood    that    certain     papers, 
presumably  consular  reports,  were  to  be 
presented,  showing  what  had  happened 
and  was  likely  to  happen  with  regard  to 
the   development    of    railways    in    Asia 
Minor,  which  he  ventured  to  say  was  one 
of  the  most  important  movements  now 
going  on.     As  far  back  as  1872,  or  there- 
abouts, a  Committee,  presided  over  by 
Sir    Stafford    Northcote,     presented    a 
Report  on  Asiatic  railway  communica- 
tion, and  even  then,  in  the  opinion  of 
practical    politicians,    men    of    business, 
the  very  class  of  men  who  watched  these 
matters  with  the  greatest  interest,  there 
was  a  great  deal  to  be  said  for  the  view 
that    within  a  measurable    distance  of 
I  time  the  importance  of  the  route  through 
j  Asia  Minor,  the  Persian  Gulf,  to  India, 
would  be  restored  to  the  march  of  civili- 
I  sation    through    the    great    mechanical 
and  scientific  discoveries  connected  with 
I  railways,  telegraphs,  and  so  on.     Events 
;  had    marched    even  more    rapid  than 
j  Sir  Stafford  Northcote  and  his  colleagues 
anticipated,  and  at  the  present  moment 
there  was  an  eager  competition  in  the 
commercial   world  to  get  the  ultimate 
control    of    these    railways.     He    made 
I  no  charge  against  the  Foreign  Office  ;  he 
j  had  no  knowledge.     His  reason  for  al- 
I  luding  to  the  question  was  that  it  was  one 
of  the  greatest  importance  to  this  country. 
1  If  there  was  one  thing  more  painful  than 
I  another     in     regard     to     the    present 
commercial    position    of   Great    Britain 
'  — which  was  admitted  to  be  one  of  great 
I  anxiety — it  was  the  way  in  which  British 
I  trade  and  commerce  was  gradually  being 
>  driven  out  of  those  countries  in  which, 
I  even  within  the  memory  of  people  now 
I  living,  it  not  only  had  a  leading  place 
I  but  almost  a  monopoly.     At  one  time 
there   were  great   English   commercial 
houses  at  Constantinople,  but  one  by  one 
they   had  died     away,    and   been   sup- 
planted very  largely  by  German  houses 
or  houses  having  their  centre  in  Austria 
and  Hungary.     He  did  not  believe  there 
was  any  necessary  antagonism  between 
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this  countrj  and  Germany,  but  he 
held  that  Great  Britain  ought  to  be 
able  to  command  a  large  share  of  the 
trade  of  that  part  of  the  East.  The  ques- 
tion had  been  raised  as  to  whether  the 
blame  for  the  loss  of  trade  was  to  be 
placed  on  the  consular  representatives 
or  on  English  commercial  men  them- 
selves, or  divided  between  the  two. 
Without  at  all  desiring  to  constitute 
himself  a  thick  and  thin  champion  of  the 
Foreign  Office,  he  thought  that  for 
several  years  past  there  had  been  a 
certain  want  of  appreciation  of  the  eflforts 
which  had  been  made  honestly,  con- 
scientiously, and  steadily,  even  if  not 
altogether  so  successfully  as  might  be 
wished,  by  the  Foreign  Office  and  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  improve  trade  relations 
with  the  commercial  world,  and  to  im- 
prove the  information  given  in  consular 
reports.  As  far  back  as  when  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Forest 
of  Dean  held  the  office  now  occu- 
pied by  the  noble  Lord,  the  Foreign 
Office  was  extremely  active  in  that  direc- 
tion, and  there  was  no  man  who  com- 
manded the  confidence  of  the  commercial 
classes  in  England  more  than  did  the 
Gentleman  who  at  the  time  was  head  of 
the  commercial  side  of  the  Foreign  Office 
— Mr.,  afterwards  Sir  William,  Kennedy. 
He  was  modest  and  never  asserted  him- 
self, and,  perhaps  for  that  reason,  did  not 
obtain,  in  some  quarters,  a  recognition 
of  the  enormous  work  that  he  carried 
out.  That  work  had,  he  believed,  been 
followed  up,  and  the  consular  reports 
now  produced,  even  admitting  their 
defects,  showed  great  progress  as  com- 
pared with  those  of  former  times.  When 
the  information  for  which  he  had  pre- 
viously pressed  was  obtained  he  hoped 
and  believed  it  would  be  found  that  the 
Foreign  Office  on  its  commercial  side, 
and  the  consuls,  had  not  been  deficient 
in  either  interest  or  action.  The  same 
class  of  observation  applied  to  the  lamen- 
table manner  in  which  British  trade  had 
been  shouldered  out  of  all  those  develop- 
ing countries  on  the  Adriatic  and  the 
seas  in  which  Salonica,  next  to  Con- 
stantinople, was  the  most  important 
commercial  centre.  In  by  gone  days 
Salonica  held  a  magnificent  position  as 
one  of  the  most  important  centres  of 
commerce  and  civilisation  ;  and  it  was 
certain  that  in  proportion  as  railway 
Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurice, 


communications  improved  in  what  he 
might  call  diplomatic  Turkey,  trade 
there  would  develop,  and  unless  this 
country,  through  its  consular  depart- 
ment, showed  much  activity  in  that  part 
of  the  world  the  trade  would  gravitate 
more  and  more  into  the  hands  of  the 
commercial  men  of  Buda  Pesth  and  else- 
where. Owing  to  the  organisation  of 
the  trade  and  commerce  of  Germany 
and  Austro-Hungary,  British  trade  had 
been,  comparatively  speaking,  driven 
out  of  these  parts.  When  he  was  at  the 
Foreign  Office  he  obtained  reports  from 
the  consular  representatives,  which  even 
now  might  be  referred  to  as  showing  the 
only  means  by  which  this  country  could 
fight  against  the  competition  of  the 
interests  to  which  he  had  referred.  There 
was  another  and  an  even  greater  responsi- 
bility attached  to  the  Foreign  Office.  It 
was  admitted  that  the  great  weakness 
of  English  commercial  men  abroad  was 
their  ignorance  of  foreign  languages, 
and  until  that  was  rectified  our  trade 
would  suffer  in  all  parts  of  the  world 
where  something  besides  a  knowledge 
of  English  was  required.  He  was  talking 
not  long  ago  to  an  Austrian  commercial 
traveller  on  the  Danube,  and  he  said  that 
it  was  necessary  for  a  traveller  to  know 
seven  languages  to  do  business  in  the 
countries  where  he  did  business.  He 
said  that  he  spoke  nine  languages.  [An 
Hon.  Member  :  *'  Oh,  oh  T']  The  hon. 
Member  opposite-said  *'0h,  oh!  "  but  if  he 
would  inquire  into  the  retail  trade  abroad, 
which  depended  so  much  upon  small 
profits,  he  would  find  that  a  traveller 
required  to  know  not  only  German  and 
French  and  English,  but  also  Hun- 
garian and  all  the  different  dialects  and 
languages,  which  were  spoken  by  the 
different  peoples  who  lived  along  the 
Danube.  He  was  mentioning  this  fact, 
not  because  he  expected  that  British 
commercial  travellers  should  know  nine 
languages  but  simply  in  order  to  show 
the  sort  of  people  Englishmen  had  to 
compete  with.  If  they  sent  an  English 
commercial  traveller  abroad  they  would 
find  that  in  most  countries  he  stood  at 
a  very  great  disadvantage  when  com- 
pared with  the  commercial  travellers  of 
other  nations.  About  three  years  ago 
a  very  interesting  Blu^book  was  pre- 
sented to  this  House  in  which  answers 
were  given  almost  from  every  capital 
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in  Europe  upon  this  subject,  and  in  al- 
most every  case  the  answer  came  that 
the  English  commercial  traveller  did 
not  possess  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
foreign  languages.  The  remedy  for  this 
state  of  things  was  closely  connected 
with  the  organisation  of  our  system  of 
secondary  education.  Until  the  same 
opportunities  were  given  to  English 
commercial  men  of  obtaining  instruction 
in  foreign  languages  as  were  possessed 
by  the  commercial  men  of  Germany, 
English  trade  would  continue  to  lose 
ground, 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  dissented. 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE  said 
he  noticed  that  the  hon.   Member  for 
King's  Lynn  shook  his  head,  but  had  he 
'  ^ot  any  better  remedy  to  offer  ? 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  With  good 
work  and  low  prices,  it  does  not  matter 
what  language  you  talk.  It  is  purely  a 
question  of  price. 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE  said 
those  were  the  considerations  which  he 
desired  to  place  before  the  Committee, 
-and  as  for  the  larger  questions  he  wished 
to  raise,  he  thought  they  could  be  dis- 
<5ussed  with  greater  advantage  upon  the 
Foreign  Office  Vote. 

Mr.  LOUIS  SINCLAIR  said  he  wished 
to  move  a  reduction  of  this  Vote  because, 
in  his  opinion,  the  War  Office  conducted 
this  business  with  absolute  extravagance, 
and  in  many  cases  the  expenditure  was 
useless.  They  had  all  listened  to  the 
noble  Lord's  conciliatory  remarks  with 
interest,  but  he  did  not  attach  very  much 
weight  to  them,  and  he  should  have  pre- 
ferred some  assurance  from  the  Prime 
Minister  that  he  would  give  the  matter 
of  the  inefficiency  of  the  diplomatic  and 
consular  services  his  most  serious  atten- 
tion. Although  he  did  not  wish  to  say 
that  they  did  not  require  able  men  as 
Ministers  in  foreign  countries,  he  desired 
to  point  out  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  was 
useless  to  have  highly-paid  officials  in 
places  like  Bavaria,  Darmstadt,  Saxony, 
and  Montenegro.  The  amount  charged 
in  the  Estimates  for  the  Minister  Resident 
in  Bavaria  was  £1,500  a  year,  and  £200 
for  a  house  ;  for  Darmstadt  the  amount 
was  £500  for  the  Secretary  of  Legation, 
4ind  £200  for  a  house  ;  in  Montenegro 
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the  Minister  Resident  received  £1,300 
and  £200  for  a  house ;  and  in  Saxony 
the  Minister  Resident  was  paid  £950  and 
£200  for  a  house.  He  thought  the  Com- 
mittee would  agree  with  him  when  he 
said  that  those  were  items  of  great  ex- 
travagance. He  wished  to  associate 
himself  with  the  hon.  Member  who  had 
laid  stress  upon  the  fact  that  this  country 
ought  to  have  more  commercial 
attaches.  In  the  Estimates  he  noticed 
that  they  had  no  commercial  attach^  in 
the  United  States. 

Viscount  CRANBORNE  :  No,  but  we 
have  a  commercial  agent. 

Mr.  LOUIS  SINCLAIR  pointed  out 
that  they  had  commercial  attaches  in 
Spain  and  in  Portugal,  but  they  had  not 
got  one  in  Germany.  He  found  that 
Germany,  Denmark,  Holland,  Sweden, 
and  Norway  were  grouped  together 
under  one  commercial  attach^.  He  con- 
sidered that  he  had  made  out  his  case 
that  Foreign  Office  affairs  were  conducted 
on  obsolete,  extravagant,  and,  in  many 
cases,  useless  methods,  and  that  they 
ought  to  be  put  upon  a  commercial  basis. 

The  cost  of  their  diplomacy  in  Darm- 
stadt, Bavaria,  and  Saxony  amounted  to 
some  £5,000  a  year,  while  they  only  paid 
some  £5,000  a  year  altogether  for  com- 
mercial attaches  throughout  the  world. 
That  was  the  niggardly  sum  which  they 
were  able  to  extract  from  the  Foreign 
Office  for  this  purpose.  In  his  opinion 
the  country  suffered  immeasurably  be- 
cause of  the  want  of  attention  and  busi- 
ness aptitude  on  the  part  of  this  Depart- 
ment. It  was  every  day  becoming  more 
necessary  for  England  to  keep  pace  with 
foreign  nations  in  those  matters.  Ger- 
many had  commercial  attaches  over  here 
investigating  EngHsh  inventions,  and  it 
was  absurd  for  England  to  rely  upon 
private  traders  in  this  matter.  With 
regard  to  the  expenditure  in  rent  upon 
these  commercial  attaches,  if  those 
attaches  were  doing  their  work  effi- 
ciently they  ought  not  to  require  a  house. 
They  ought  to  be  travelling  through  all 
the  principal  cities  making  themselves 
acquainted  with  the  various  factories  and 
trades.  He  agreed  with  what  had  been 
said  as  to  the  need  on  the  part  of  our 
representatives  abroad  of  a  knowledge  of 
foreign  languages.  Unless  our  com- 
mercial   attaches    were    able    to    speak 
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fluently  the  language  of  the  countries  to 
which  they  were  sent,  they  could  not 
supply  reliable  reports.  It  was  impera- 
tive that  our  commercial  interests  should 
receive  more  attention.  In  South 
America  they  had  a  most  inefficient  staflF, 
although  trade  with  that  part  of  the 
world  was  increasing  daily.  He  had 
learned  for  the  first  time  in  that  debate 
that  they  had  a  kind  of  commercial  agent 
in  the  United  States,  and  he  wished  to 
know  what  that  commercial  agent  got. 

Viscount  CRANBORNE  :  He  gets 
£500  a  year. 

Mr.  LOUIS  SINCLAIR  said  that  they 
paid  £500  to  the  commercial  agent  in 
America,    while  in   a   small   State  like 
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that  is,  by  a  particular  attach^  in.  a  par- 
ticular country.  It  will  be  necessary  to 
subdivide  to  a  much  greater  degree,  and  a 
great  charge  will  be  entailed  on  the  pubUc 
revenue.  It  really  lies  as  much  with  the 
House  as  with  the  Government  to  deter- 
mine what  we  are  to  spend  oa  the  Con- 
sular service.  Not  long,  agp  the  Govern- 
ment were  approached  on  behalf  of  the 
chambers  of  commerce  and  it  was  urged 
that  we  had  not  enough  consular  repre- 
sentatives in  the  inland  towns  of  France. 
When,  however,  the  question  was  asked 
where  new  consular  appointments  were 
desired,  only  one  town  was  suggested. 
Do  not  let  the  Committee  imagine  that  I 
am  bringing,  any  charge  against  the 
chambers  of  commerce,  but,  in  the  face 


Bavaria  they  paid  £1,700  for  work  which  \  of  an  attitude  of  this  kind,  it  is  impossible 
was  very  inefficiently  done.  He  simply  to  feel  so  strong  on  this  point  as  my  hon* 
wished  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Com- 1  friend  who  last  addressed  the  Committee* 
mittee  to  the  fact  that  it  was  necessary  |  ^^  LOUIS  SINCLAIR  asked  if  the 
that  their  commercial  interests  abroad  |  ^^^^  j^ord  would  say  something  about 
should  receive  more  attention,  because  I  ^y^^  ^^^j^^  Ministers  in  Bavaria,  Darm- 
they  had  to  compete  with  other  nations  |  ^^^^^^  Saxony,  and  Montenegro. 


Viscount  CRANBORNE:  The  gist 
of  my  hon*  friend's  argument  was  that 
we  ought  to  have  more  representatives 
abroad. 


LOUIS  SINCLAIR : 
commercial  attaches. 


Not  Mini- 


who  were  now  able  to  oust  them  in  the 
various  markets  of  the  world.  So  long 
as  those  interests  were  maintained,  and 
so  long  as  the  British  Government  were 
alive  to  the  value  of  those  interests,  he 
considered  that  they  would  always  be 
able  to  hold  their  own  in  any  commercial 
enterprise  which  they  undertook.  If 
some  assurance  could  be  given  that  use- 
less Ministers  would  be  recalled  and 
nrooer   commercial   attaches   would    be 

appointed,  he  thought  the  nation  would  "  t^e  j-oreign  ymce  cnanges iis  poncy  ana 
ba  reassured  that  the  prestige  of    the  ,  goes  more  fuUy  into  commercial  questions, 
country  which  they  were    fast    losing  |  these  legations  might  serve  as  centres 
Id  be  uoheld  i  ^^^^    which    commercial    information! 

^^^  P        •  I  might  be  supplied ;  therefore  1  think  it 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,    ^[\i  ^e  very   unwise  to   destroy  these 
"  That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced  by  i  missions. 
£3,550." — {Mr,  Louis  Sinclair.) 


Mr. 

sters j 

Viscount  CRANBORNK:  We  want 
some  change  by  which  reliable  informa- 
tion, can  reach  us  om  this  question.  If 
the  Foreign  Office  changes  its  policy,  and 


Viscount  CRANBORNE  :  I  hope  my 
hon.  friend  will  not  press  this  matter,,  for 
this  reason.  I  have  already  recognised 
that  something  ought  to  be  dbne  in  the 


Mr.  LOUIS  SINCLAIR  said  he  men- 
tioned Montenegro  specially. 

Viscount  CRANBORNE:  I  think 
the-  hon.  Member  has  been  a  little  too 
hasty  in'  his  criticism.    What  the  Foreiga 


Foreign  Office  in  order  to  develop  stifl  |  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^:^  ^^^  ^  ^^^^^  ^^j 


further  the  commercial  work  which  has 
been  undertaken,  but  Rome  was  not 
built  in  a  day.  With  the  great  com- 
petition which  we  now  see,  I  do  not  deny 
that  a  new  era  has  been  entered  upon-, 
and  that  we  require  to  use  our  diplomatic 
channels  for  the  purpose  suggested.     The 


reduce  the  number  of  these  officers,  but 
to  multiply  them.  Montenegro  is  an 
undeveloped  country,  where  it  would  be 
most  unwise  to  remove  the  Minister. 

Mr.    LOUIS    SINCLAIR    said   that 
after  the  assurances   which   had  been 


information    my    hon.    friend    requires,  .  given'  by  the  noble  Lord  he  would  ask 
however,  is  not  to  be  obtained  centrally—  |  permission:  to  withdraw  his  motion; 
Mr,  Louis  Sinclair, 
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Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean)  said  he  sympathised 
with  the  views  expressed  by  the  hon. 
Member  who  had  just  withdrawn  his 
motion,  and  he  hqped  something  would 
be  done  in  this  direction  next  year.  In 
former  days  small  German  legations 
were  of  importance,  although  their 
importance  had  now  diminished.  There 
were  also  justifiable  grounds  for  the 
attacks  which  had  been  made  on  the 
Foreign  Office  with  regard  to  the  distri- 
bution of  the  consmates.  The  par- 
ticular matter  which  he  desired  to  bring 
before  the  Committee  was  one  which  had 
very  often  been  considered  by  the  Com- 
mittee in  the  past,  and  in  bringing  it 
before  the  Committee  upon  this  occasion 
he  would  try  and  confine  himself  to  new 
information,  without  repeating  what  had 
been  said  in  previous  debates.  This 
Vote  contained  the  salary  of  the  Consul- 
General  at  Zanzibar  in  respect  of  his 
general  supervision  of  British  consuls 
in  East  Africa,  and  he  wished  to  draw 
attention  to  the  policy  pursued  in  Zanzi- 
bar and  along  that  coast,  and  to  the 
opinions  held  by  those  who  more  or  less 
represented  this  country  there  in  regard 
to  the  subject  of  slavery.  Some  other 
questions  connected  with  British  East 
Africa,  such  as  the  war  which  the  Foreign 
Office  had  carried  on  and  the  extra- 
ordinary finance  of  the  protectorate, 
would  arise  more  properly  on  another 
Vote.  He  noticed  that  there  was  a  Vote 
in  aid  of  the  revenues.  They  had  already 
passed  a  very  large  Supplementary 
Estimate  for  this  purpose  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  session  when  they  discussed 
this  matter.  The  Foreign  Office  had 
come  to  this  House  every  year  twice  for 
many  years  past  for  a  Vote  upon  this 
item,  and  for  Supplementary  Votes  for 
very  large  amounts. 

Viscount    CRANBORNE:  Not    for 
the  war. 

*Sm  CHARLES  DILKE  said  there  was 
no  separate  account  for  the  war,  and  the 
money  was  spent  in  aid  of  the  revenues  of 
British  East  Africa.  The  matter  which 
he  proposed  to  discuss  was  connected  in 
the  minds  of  many  with  the  general 
view  which  they  entertained  that  the 


Foreign  Office  was  not  a  Department 
which  existed  for  the  purpose  of  govern- 
ing territories  or  carrying  on  wars,  and 
was  liable  to  make  mistakes  which  a 
Department  accustomed  to  administra- 
tion would  be  less  Hkely  to  make.  The 
best  friends  of  the  Office  also  believed 
that  its  energies  were  distracted  from  its 
proper  work  by  the  attempt  to  govern 
territories.  He  would  now  point  to 
certain  new  facts.  A  Paper  had  been 
circulated  that  day  relating  to  the  Uganda 
Railway,  which  contained  an  observation 
by  the  able  Indian  officer  who  had  been 
called  in  to  advise  the  Foreign  Office, 
which  went  to  the  root  of  the  whole 
question,  and  which  raised  the  subject 
which. he  was  now  raising.     He  said — 

"  The  truth,  I  think,  is  that  more  could  have 
been  gpt  out  of  both  the  Indians  and  natives 
of  Africa  if  the  officers  who  were  placed  over 
them  had  been  better  acquainted  with  their 
language  and  customs." 

Our  employment  of  persons  who  were 
not  properly  educated  to  deal  with  such 
very  difficult  districts  really  lay  at  the 
root  of  the  whole  question,  for  we  had 
been  forced  in  Zanzibar  and  the  coast 
strip  to  rely  largely  on  former  employees 
of  the  Sultan  of  Zanzibar.  These  Zanzi- 
bar gentlemen  held  views  in  regard  to 
slavery  which  were  not  the  views  held  in 
this  country.  Certain  correspondence 
had  been  presented  that  session  which 
threw  an  entirely  new  light  on  this 
question  of  slavery  so  far  as  its  defenders 
were  concerned.  Statements  had  been 
frequently  made  in  the  past  as  to  the 
way  in  which  our  hands  were  tied  in 
East  Africa  on  account  of  the  assurances 
which  were  given  when  the  mainland 
territories  of  the  Sultan  were  taken  over 
that  the  religion,  laws,  and  customs  of 
the  people  would  continue  to  be  respected. 
The  defence  of  the  Foreign  Office  for 
years  had  been  that  promises  were  given 
in  the  name  of  the  Government.  Those 
who  were  opposed  to  slavery  in  Eart 
Africa  had  always  pointed  out  that 
the  Sultan  of  Zanzibar  was  bound  to  this 
country  by  long-standing  engagements 
to  put  down  slavery,  but  in  spite 
of  the  engagements  they  had  always 
been  told  of  these  promises.  The  Blue- 
book  recently  published  contained  in 
a  memorandum  received  in  April  of 
last  year  and  laid  before  the  House 
this  year,  in  which  Sir  Lloyd  Mathews 
gave  his  own  account  of  what  took  place 
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when  the  administration  of  the  main- 
land territories  of  the  Sultan  was  taken 
over    by    the    Government    from    the 
British  East  Africa  Company.     Sir  Lloyd 
Mathews  said  that  Sir  Arthur  Hardinge 
•asked  him  to  address  the  people  and 
explain  to  them  the  change  which  was 
taking  place,  and  tell  them  that  it  made 
no  difference  to  His  Highness's  subjects  ; 
and    he    informed    those    present    that 
their  reUgion,  laws,  and  customs  would 
continue  to  be  respected,  and  that  the 
reUgion    of    Islam    would    remain    the 
reUgion  of  the  people.     That  was  a  very 
general  promise.     It  was  almost  exactly 
in  the  same  terms  as  had  always  been 
made  in  India  when  we  had  occasion  to 
take  over  a  new  dominion.     In  the  case 
of  the  annexations  in    India   early  in 
the  last  century,  although    a    promise 
had  been  made  in  similar  terms,  it  had 
never  been  held  to  bind  this  country  with 
regard    to    slavery,  and   it    had    never 
prevented  this  country  from  applying 
the   ordinary   laws    to   the    custom    of 
slavery  in  India.  Sir  Lloyd  Mathews  ad- 
mitted that  slavery  was  not  mentioned. 
He   submitted  to   the   Committee  that 
this   memorandum   put   a   wholly   new 
complexion  on  the  promise  which  they 
had    always    been    told    was    given    in 
regard  to  slavery  in  British  East  Africa. 
Sir  Lloyd  Mathews  did  not  profess  that 
any  allusion  was   made  to  slavery  on 
that   occasion.      All    he   said   was   that 
the  people  must  have  understood  that 
slavery  was  included  in  the  assurance 
which  was  given  in  regard  to  reUgion, 
laws,  and  customs.     He  could  not  hold 
that    what   Sir   Arthur   Hardinge   said 
constituted  the  pledge  which  had  always 
been  supposed  to  tie  our  hands  in  British 
East    Africa.     In    the    annual    report 
of  our  representative  in  German  East 
Africa  it  was  stated   that  persons  who 
were  arrested  by  the  German  authorities 
at  Bagamoyo  for  engaging  in  the  slave 
traffic  earned   their   Uvelihood    by  kid- 
napping children  and  seHing  them  in 
Zanzibar.     That  official  statement  went 
a  long  way  to  confirm  their  views  and  to 
corroborate  the  statement  made  by  an 
Austrian  officer  that  he  had  seen  slaves 
sold  in  Zanzibar.     He  confessed  he  did 
not  beUeve  the  statement  when  it  was 
first  made. 
Viscount  CRANBORNE  :  What  date  ? 
*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE:   Last  year. 
He   entirely   discredited   the   statement 

Sir  Charles  Dilke. 


until  he  read  the  report  from  our  own 
official  representative  in  German  East 
Africa.  The  opponents  of  the  slave 
trade  had  had  on  their  side  not  only  Sir 
John  Kirk,  a  former  representative  of 
this  country  in  British  East  Africa,  but 
also  Colonel  Lugard,  who  in  constantly 
passing  through  the  territory  had  the 
opportunity  of  forming  a  clear  opinion 
on  the  subject.  There  were  also  un- 
official persons  Uke  Bishop  Tucker,  who 
had  told  the  country  that  the  time  had 
come  when  the  legal  recognition  of 
slavery  there  ought  to  be  got  rid  of. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  urged  that 
the  immediate  aboUtion  of  the  legal 
status  of  slavery  in  the  coast  strip  would 
be  perfectly  consistent  with  the  general 
promise  which  was  given  to  observe  the 
customs  of  the  people,  and  moved  to 
reduce  the  Vote,  in  respect  of  the  salary 
of  the  Consul-General  in  East  Africa, 
by  £100. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'*  That  Item  P  (Consular  Salaries)  be 
reduced  by  £100,  in  respect  of  the  Salary 
of  the  Consul-General  in  East  Africa."— 
(Sir  Charles  Dilke.) 

Mr.  J.  a.  pease  (Essex,  Saffron 
Walden),  in  supporting  the  protest  of 
his  right  hon.  friend,  said  the  reduction 
of  the  number  of  slaves  in  Zanzibar  and 
Pemba  from  100,000  in  1897  to  53,000 
to-day  was  attributable,  not  to  action  on 
the  part  of  our  officials,  but  mainly 
to  a  horrible  mortality,  30,000  having 
died  within  the  last  three  years.  Owing 
to  an  epidemic  of  small-pox  20,000  died, 
and  it  was  admitted  that  5,000  had 
disappeared  in  some  way  or  another. 
It  was  also  admitted  that  of  these  5,000 
a  large  number  had  been  kidnapped 
almost  before  the  eyes  of  our  officials 
and  taken  to  other  countries.  They 
were  informed  on  such  authority  as  they 
could  get — such  as  Bishop  Tucker  and 
Mr.  E.  J.  Martin — ^that  there  were 
upwards  of  200,000  slaves  on  the  main- 
land strip  of  the  Sultan  of  Zanzibar's 
territory.  There  were  about  2,000,000 
negroes  in  East  Africa  proper,  and  about 
4,000,000  negroes  in  Uganda  and  neigh- 
bouring territory.  A  large  number  of 
these,  if  not  in  actual  slavery,  were,  at 
any  rate,  in  a  kind  of  domestic  slavery 
very  near  akin  to  it,  and  therefore  the 
question  was  a  very  important  one.  He 
beKeved  the  people  of  this  country,  if  they 
only  reahsed  that  the  British  flag  was 
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flying  over  an  enormous  number  of  slaves 
in  our  African  Protectorates,  would 
denounce  the  Government  for  not  taking 
stronger  action  than  they  had.  He 
admitted  that  the  Government  had 
taken  action  during  the  last  five  or  six 
years,  but  that  was  attributable  to  such 
debates  as  the  present,and  to  the  constant 
pressure  brought  to  bear  on  the  Govern- 
ment with  the  view  of  obtaining  the 
ameUoration  of  the  slave  population.  A 
decree  was  passed  forbidding  the  import- 
ation of  slaves  into  the  island  ;  the  slave 
markets  were  closed ;  the  exchange  of 
slaves  was  prohibited ;  a  decree  was  passed 
limiting  the  right  of  inheritance  ;  a  decree 
was  passed  declaring  that  allchildren  born 
after  1900  should  be  free  ;  and  a  decree 
was  passed  in  1897  whereby  the  whole 
of  the  slave  population  in  the  islands  of 
Zanzibar  and  Pemba  were  to  be  allowed 
to  obtain  their  freedom  if  they  applied 
to  certain  courts.  In  1895  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  promised  that  steps 
should  be  taken  to  aboHsh  slavery  on  the 
mainland,  and  the  promise  was  renewed 
two  years  later.  But  when  fulfilment 
of  this  promise  was  pressed  for,  Lord 
Curzon  said  the  time  was  not  opportune, 
owing  to  wars,  and  Lord  Selborne  subse- 
quently said  the  unsettled  state  of  Uganda 
prevented  it.  Then,  later,  the  Foreign 
Office  found  an  excuse  in  an  under- 
taking given  by  Sir  Lloyd  Mathews  at 
an  indaba  to  the  Arabs  that  their  cus- 
toms should  be  preserved,  and,  there- 
fore, according  to  the  instructions  of 
Lord  Kimberley,  slavery  was  permitted. 
He  wrote  to  Lord  Kimberley  asking 
definitely  whether  instructions  had  been 
given  to  permit  slavery,  and  he  was  in- 
formed in  reply  that  the  instructions 
did  not  deal  with  slavery.  But  from 
that  day  to  this  the  Foreign  Office  had 
not  attempted  to  put  the  right  inter- 
pretation upon  those  instructions,  and 
surely  the  time  had  come  when  some- 
thing should  be  done  to  aboHsh  the 
system  of  slavery  on  the  mainland.  He 
recognised  fully  how  loyally  our  officials 
had  endeavoured  to  work  in  East  Africa, 
but  they  seemed  more  actuated  by  a 
desire  to  secure  the  material  prosperity 
of  the  islands  and  increase  of  revenue 
than  by  those  humanitarian  considera- 
tions that  should  have  influence  in 
territory  under  British  protection.  Now 
that  the  slaves  could  obtain  freedom  on 
the  islands  there  was  an  unpopularity 


connected  with  freedom  which  deserved 
the  consideration  of  the  Foreign  Office. 
Dr.  O'SulUvan-Beare  in  his  report  upoa 
the  island  of  Pemba  for  1899  said — 

"  A  very  satisfactory  feature  in  connection* 
with  the  Anti-Slavery  Decree  is  the  fact  that 
it  has  caused  the  development  amongst  the 
Arabs  of  habits  of  energy  and  of  self-nelp,  in 
which  they  had  formerly  been  po  sadly  lack- 
ing. To  me  it  has  been  very  interesting  lo 
note  the  gradual  improvement  in  their  charac- 
ter from  many  points  of  view,  under  the 
influence  of  their  changed  conditions.  .  .  . 
The  fact  that  the  Pemba  Arabs  have  shaken 
off,  to  a  great  extent,  their  former  habits  of 
sloth  and  indifference  is  obvious  and  indisput- 
able. At  first  when  the  terms  of  the  Anti- 
Slavery  Decree  had  been  made  known  tO" 
them  they  were  completely  discouraged,  and 
srave  ear  only  to  the  counsels  of  despair. 
They  regarded  life  as  intolerable  without  the 
ministrations  of  their  slaves  in  all  capacities, 
and  they  were  utterly  unable  to  grasp 
the  possibilities  and  advantages  of  paid 
labour.  Gradually,  however,  they  have 
plucked  up  their  courage  and  they  are  now 
grappling  manfully  with  the  difficulties  of 
their  altered  circumstances.  .  .  .  Again,  it 
is  to  be  n«ited  that  Arabs  of  good  family  com- 
pete keenly  for  those  situations  under  Govern- 
ment whicn  are  open  to  them,  but  the  accept- 
I  ance  of  which,  formerly,  would  have  entailed 
upon  them  the  loss  of  that "  heshima"  (respect)) 
to  which  Arabs  attach  so  much  importance. 
.  .  .  The  abolition  of  the  legal  status  of 
slavery  appears  to  be  exerting  a  beneficial^ 
influence  already  with  regard  to  the  birth-rate 
among  the  servile  population,  which  formerly 
was  abnormally  andf  suspiciously  low.  The 
insufficient  diet  of  the  women  and  the  hard 
labour  which  they  had  to  perform  were  doubts 
less  factors  which  accounted,  in  part,  for  the- 
paucity  of  children  amongst  a  people  who  are 
very  prolific  by  nature." 

Mr.  J.  P.  Last,  Zanzibar  Government 
Commissioner,  summarised  the  situation 
as  follows — 

**  The  freed  slave,  in  fact,  becomes  an  out- 
cast as  far  as  all  his  past  associations  and 
companions  are  concerned.  His  former  owner 
will  not  know  bira,  and  his  late  companions 
will  not  recognise  bim.  He  has  no  home,  no- 
friends  or  companions,  no  one  to  go  to  in  the 
time  of  trouble;  he  may  die  of  sickness  and 
want,  and  few  there  will  be  to  lend  a  helping 
hand.  The  slave  freed  by  law  (or  the  white 
man,  which  is  the  same  thing  to  the  native 
mind)  loses  nearly  all  he  has  of  any  material 
advantage  to  him  when  he  accepts  legal 
freedom,  and  in  place  of  enjoying  these  ad- 
vantages he  finds  himself  almost  a  pariah  and 
alone  in  the  world." 

The  passing  of  the  decree  had  been  in 
the  main  satisfactory,  and  it  only  re» 
quired  certain  regulations  to  be  passed 
by  the  Foreign  Office  to  prevent  a  system 
growing  up  which  made  freedom  un- 
popular. The  conditions  among  the 
slave  population  on  the  island  of  Pemba 
were,  he  believed,  digei;en|;^f^y(-^se  on 
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the  island  of  Zanzibar.  A  missionary 
who  had  just  returned  from  the  island 
of  Pemba  informed  him  that  there  was 
no  such  thing  as  social  ostracism  on  that 
island.  The  regulations  of  the  Foreign 
Office  were  really  responsible  for  slavery 
being  a  popular  institution  on  the  island 
of  Zanzibar.  Over  and  over  again  they 
had  protested  in  this  House,  and  experi- 
ence had  proved  that  free  and  forced 
labour  never  worked  well  side  by  side. 
The  one  must  be  taken  away  from  the 
other.  He  was  sure  the  people  of  the 
British  Empire  desired  to  see  an  entire 
system  of  free  labour  adopted.  We 
ought  to  put  an  end  to  the  legal  status 
of  slavery,  as  we  did  in  Algeria,  India, 
and  elsewhere.  The  jails  of  Zanzibar 
were  filled  almost  exclusively  with 
vagrants  who  were  formerly  slaves,  but 
that  was  entirely  due  to  the  system  of 
compensation  set  up  by  the  Government. 
He  was  not  surprised  that  our  African 
officials  were  now  protesting  against  the 
continuation  of  that  system.  Sir  Lloyd 
Mathews,  in  his  memorandum,  dated 
19th  January,  1901,  described  a  simple 
form  of  verbal  contract  which  he  had 
seen  carried  out  in  a  large  plantation  in 
Zanzibar,  by  which  the  labourers  paid 
in  work  a  fair  equivalent  for  their  houses, 
holdings,  and  care  during  sickness,  and 
lie  added — 

"  If  such  can  be  carried  out,  the  question  of 
compensation  will  be  almost  entirely  done 
away  with,  and  plantation  labour  will  become 
•organised  and  more  satisfactory.  With  local 
•contracts  in  force  we  may  then  estimate  the 
number  of  labourers  we  fall  short  of  in  the 
islands.  To  supplement  these  1  suggest  asking 
Her  Majesty's  Government  to  allow  us  to 
4raw  upon  the  mainland  Protectorate,  from 
the  Wadigo,  Wadruma,  Wanyika,  Wagiriama, 
Wakamba,  and  Wa  Teita,  from  Mombasa, 
and,  if  necessary,  to  make  arrangements  with 
the  Uganda  Protectorate  for  a  supply  of 
labour  through  Mr.  James  Martin.  Also  that 
having  known  these  tribes  intimately  in  the 
past,  and  Mr.  Alexander  having  known  them 
-within  the  past  few  years,  when  the 
time  comes  and  supplementary  labour  is 
needed,  we  may  be  allowed  personally  to 
proceed  to  the  East  Coast  Protectorate 
to  make  our  own  arrangements  with  the  tribes 
and  Protectorate  officials.  There  is  little  to 
ask  of  the  Protectorates  in  return  for  the 
many  thousands  of  porters  and  soldiers  we 
have  supplied  the  Imperial  Company  and  Her 
Majesty's  Grovemment  with  for  the  fast  twelve 
years.  ...  If  such  a  scheme  was  under- 
taken by  one  of  the  Zanzibar  firms,  or  a  com- 
pany, the  labourers  instead  of  contracting  with 
the  owner  of  the  plantation,  would  be  (Safted 
in  gangs  by  the  merchant  to  wherever  they 
were  required,  and  the  merchant  would  alone 

Mr.  J.  A.  Pease. 


be  responsible  for  their  wa^^es  and  up-keep,  he 
making  his  own  terms  for  their  employment." 

There  was  a  direct  recommendation  in 
Mr.  Last's  letter  of  10th  January,  1901, 
that  compensation  should  be  abolished. 
When  he  put  a  question  the  other  day 
to  the  Under  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  the  recommendation 
would  be  carried  out  the  noble  Lord 
repUed  that  the  matter  was  one  for  the 
Sultan  of  Zanzibar. 

Viscount  CRANBORNE:  In  the 
first  instance. 

Mr.  J.  A."  PEASE  said  he  was  quite 
sure  that  if  a  Httle  pressure  were  put  on 
the  Sultan  by  the  Foreign  Office  he 
would  readily  conform  to  the  suggestions 
emanating  from  that  quarter  in  connec- 
tion with  this  matter.  What  happened 
when  a  slave  went  into  court  and  ob- 
tained freedom  1  The  master  got  com- 
pensation, and  the  slave  left  that  master 
to  seek  work  elsewhere. 

Viscount  CRANBORNE :  Not 
always. 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE :  Very  frequently. 
He  thought  the  noble  Lord  would  find, 
if  he  perused  the  Papers  again,  that  there 
was  a  passage  in  which  allusion  was  made 
to  the  fact  that  the  slaves,  after  being 
freed,  endeavoured  to  find  work  with 
somebody  else.  The  very  fact  that  there 
was  a  certain  amount  of  social  ostracism 
in  the  Island  of  Zanzibar  tended  to  drive 
the  freed  slaves  from  the  masters  with 
whom  they  were  accustomed  to  serve 
to  other  masters  elsewhere.  If  we  could 
only  put  an  end  to  this  system  by  naming 
a  day  in  advance  after  which  no  com- 
pensation would  be  paid,  he  felt  satisfied 
'  that  advantageous  results  would  follow 
from  that  course.  Let  slavery  be 
abolished  absolutely,  for  gradual  emanci- 
pation had  not  proved  a  satisfactory 
method  of  dealing  with  it.  There  was  a 
labour  difficulty  in  the  islands,  but  he 
believed  a  remedy  would  be  found  in 
giving  freedom  to  all  the  slave  popula- 
tion rather  than  by  carrying  out  a  sug- 
gestion from  Sir  Lloyd  Mathews  that 
men  should  be  brought  from  the  main- 
land, for  that  would  be  little  better  than 
introducing  a  system  of  forced  labour. 
What  he  asked  the  Government  to  do 
was  to  meet,  as  far  as  they  could,  the 
reasonable  views  which  were  Iield  by  all 
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humanitarians,  no  matter  to  what  party 
they  belonged.  He  asked  that  some- 
thing should  be  done  to  prevent  the  con- 
tinuation of  slavery  owing  to  a  misinter- 
pretation of  the  law.  He  wanted  the 
Oovemment  to  carry  out  the  recom- 
mendations of  their  consuls  with  regard 
to  the  establishing  of  farms  to  promote 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil  under  the 
supervision  of  skilled  and  capable  men. 
for  the  production  of  coffee,  rubber, 
indigo,  etc.  The  Arabs  had  very  little 
initiative  in  regard  to  new  industries, 
but  he  hoped  efforts  would  be  made  in 
the  direction  indicated,  not  only  on  the 
island,  but  on  the  mainland.  He  trusted 
the  people  of  this  country,  who  were 
agreed  as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  extension 
of  the  British  Empire  in  East  Africa, 
would  supply  the  necessary  means  to 
deal,  not  only  with  material  prosperity, 
but  the  humanitarian  side  of  the  problem. 

Viscount  CRANBORNE:  The  ques- 
tion which  the  Committee  are  now  en- 
gaged in  discussing  is  one  which  appeals  i 
to  the  right  feeling  of  the  country.  The  | 
settled  policy  of  this  country  is  to  aboUsh 
slavery,  not  only  in  our  own  dominions, 
but  elsewhere ;  and  I  should  very  much 
regret  if  any  words  of  mine  should  lead 
anyone  to  believe  that  the  zeal  of  the 
Government  or  their  supporters  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery  has  weakened  in  any 
way.  But  before  referring  to  that  matter 
I  should  like  to  say  one  or  two  words  with 
reference  to  the  remarks  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  in  criticism  of  the  Foreign  Office 
generally  with  regard  to  the  Protec- 
torate. It  was  said  that  the  officers  in 
charge  were  not  fully  acquainted  with 
the  management  of  the  natives  of 
Africa  and  those  from  India.  What  De- 
partment could  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man suggest  that  would  manage  the 
matter  or  understand  it  better  1 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  said  in  the 
^ase  of  all  the  other  Departments  they 
had  trained  civil  servants  who  spoke  the 
language  of  the  people. 

Viscount  CRANBORNE:  No  doubt 
that  was  the  case,  but  what  experience 
had  the  Colonial  Office  of  a  question  of 
this  kind  ?  Does  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
*Jaan  think  that  the  Colonial  Office  would 
be  better  qualified  to  deal  with  Zanzibar 
•than  the  Foreign  Office  ?  Zanzibar  is 
*  happy  hunting  ground  in  the  diplo- 


matic business,  but  in  my  opinion  no 
arrangement  could  be  more  unsuitable 
than  that  it  should  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  India  Office  or  the 
Colonial  Office.  I  firmly  believe  that 
the  Foreign  Office  is  better  qualified 
than  any  other  to  deal  with  Zanzibar. 
But  I  have  risen  to  deal  with  the  question 
of  slavery.  The  hon.  Member  quoted  a 
passage  from  a  consul's  report  in  which 
it  was  stated  that  the  writer  had  heard 
that  certain  natives  whom  he  met  gained 
their  livelihood  by  selling  children  in 
Zanzibar.  I  need  not  say  how  absolutely 
contrary  this  is  not  only  to  our  sentiment 
but  to  the  express  law  which  governs 
Zanzibar  and  our  Protectorate.  If  such 
a  thing  exists  it  ought  to  be  put  down 
with  the  strongest  hand.  I  confess  I  do 
not  believe  it.  I  do  not  call  in  question 
the  good  faith  of  the  consul,  much  less 
that  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  but  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  this  rumour 
has  little  foundation.  Wherever  we  have 
authority  the  slave  trade  is  put  down 
absolutely.  I  cannot  believe  that  our 
officers  could  not  have  heard  of  such 
a  gross,  flagrant  violation  of  every  rule 
made  for  the  government  of  that  de- 
pendency. Where  we  have  power  there 
is  no  slavery — no  buying  and  selling — 
and  large  sums  are  spent  annually  in  put- 
ting down  the  traffic  in  slaves.  We  are 
as  convinced  as  the  hon.  Member  that 
slavery  is  as  bad  for  the  master  as  for  the 
slave,  and  perhaps  worse.  The  existence 
of  slavery  produces  idleness,  sloth,  and 
cruelty,  and  a  whole  crop  of  vice.  I  do 
not  say  that  the  freed  slave  is  always 
happy.  Let  us  in  this  Committee  speak 
the  truth  to  one  another.  The  freed 
slave,  I  repeat,  is  not  always  happy.  On 
the  contrary,  there  is  evidence  in  the 
Blue-book  to  show  that  the  position  of  a 
freed  slave  is  in  many  respects  not 
so  happy  as  when  he  was  still 
in  slavery.  As  a  slave  he  had  a  master 
on  whom  he  could  rely,  and  who  had 
obligations  thrown  upon  him.  In  saying 
that  I  do  not  mean  that  I  am  in  favour 
of  slavery — on  the  contrary ;  still  it  is 
important  that  the  Committee  should 
recollect  that  we  are  dealing  with  a  subtle 
and  complex  problem.  What,  then, 
are  the  limiting  conditions  of  this  very 
subtle  problem  1  In  the  first  place, 
slavery  must  be  abolished.  That  must 
be  the  groundwork  of  the  policy  of  any 
Government ;    but  we  must  beware  of 
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undue  precipitancy  in  carrying  out  what 
is  essentially  a  good  policy.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  evidence  from  the  Blue- 
books  shows  that  in  many  cases  the  slave 
does  not  want  to  be  freed.  It  would  not 
be  very  respectful  on  my  part  to  criticise 
former  Acts  of  this  House^  but  if  anyone 
were  to  read  the  Papers  he  would  see 
the  great  difficulties  under  which  the 
pressure  of  the  House  of  Commons  has 
sometimes  put  the  British  Administration. 
At  one  time,  for  instance,  the  courts  of  j 
Zanzibar  and  Pemba  insisted  that  when  j 
a  slave  applied  for  his  freedom  he  must  j 
show  that  he  had  some  means  of  sub- 1 
sistence  before  he  got  it.  A  great  *'  row  "  | 
was  made  in  the  House,  and  the  Govern- 
ment sent  peremptory  orders  that  the 
practice  was  no  longer  to  obtain.  What 
was  the  result  1  The  number  of  convic- ; 
tions  for  petty  offences  at  once  nearly 
doubled  themselves ;  prostitution  in- 
creased greatly  in  Zanzibar,  and  in 
Pemba  nearly  every  unmarried  native 
woman  had  become  a  prostitute.  That  is 
according  to  the  statement  of  Mr.  Cave. 
The  Government  do  not  propose  to  go 
back  on  their  decision ;  but  these  facts 
show  the  dangers  of  precipitancy;  for 
prostitution  is  an  infinitely  worse  evil 
than  slavery.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
made  hght  of  the  promise  which  has  been 
given ;  but  His  Majesty's  Government 
cannot  make  hght  of  any  promise  made 
by  this  country,  whether  to  British 
working-men  or  to  slave-owners.  That 
promise  must  be  kept.  The  words  of 
Lord  Kimberley's  despatch  are  clear. 
"  You  may  take  steps,  on  taking  over  the 
administration,  to  make  it  clear  that,  as  regards 
religion,  law,  and  the  Sultan*s  sovereignty,  no 
difference  is  made  by  the  change." 
Slavery  is  part  of  the  Mohammedan  re- 
ligion ;  and  the  impression  which  those 
words  produced  on  Sir  A.  Hardinge  and 
Sir  Lloyd  Mathews  was  that  slavery 
was  included  in  them  ;  and  the  latter 
officer  declared  that  **  all  ancient  customs 
would  be  allowed  to  continue.'*  What- 
ever Lord  Kimberley  may  have  intended, 
the  point  is  that  on  the  strength  of  his 
language  his  subordinates  entered  into 
certain  engagements  when  we  undertook 
to  administer  the  Protectorates.  The 
Government  cannot  go  back  upon  that 
promise.  But  it  must  not  be  imagined 
that  this  slavery  is  the  odious  thing 
generally  understood.  No  slave  trade  is 
allowed.  No  one  is  born  a  slave;  and 
Viscount  Cranborne. 


no  one  can  inherit  slaves  except  in  the 
direct  hne.     So  that,  at  the  very  worst,, 
slavery  is  a  dying  and  disappearing  thing. 
But  that  is  not  all.     The  great  vice  of 
slavery  consists  in  the  uncontrolled  power 
of  one  man  over  another,  and  in  the 
awful    cruelty    and    immoraUty    which 
follow.     But   on   the   mainland,    if  any 
owner  is  cruel  to  his  slave,  he  is  brought 
before  the  courts  and  severely  punished^ 
and  not  only  the  slave  in  question  but 
all   his  fellow-slaves  are  set  free.     The 
whole    effort    and    tendency    of    British 
administration  is  to  abohsh  slavery  ;  and 
in     Mombasa     it    has     actually     disap- 
peared, because  it  is  incompatible  with 
British  government.      The  Government 
do    not    say    that    they    must    go    no- 
further.     On   the   contrary,    we   believe 
that  slavery  must  be  abolished  in  all  its 
details  :    but  the  change  must   be  gra- 
dually brought  about,  and  there  must  be 
an  intervening  period.     Do  those  who 
accuse  the  Government  of  meanness  and 
want  of  energy  in  this  matter  reflect  on 
what   the    Government    have    done  in 
building     the     Uganda    Railway  1    No^ 
accusation  of  meanness  or  want  of  energy 
can  be    brought    against    the    Govern- 
ment when  it  is  recognised  what  sums 
of  money  they  have  expended,  and  what 
energy  they  have  displayed  in  making  the 
Uganda  Railway.     The  Government  both 
in  expenditure  and  effort  have  done  a  great 
work  in  civilising  that  part  of  Africa,  and 
especially   in   abolishing  slavery.    They 
I  will  complete  the  work  they  have  com- 
menced, and  I  earnestly  hope  the  Com- 
I  mittee  will  have   confidence  in  British 
Ministers  and  officials. 
*Mr.     SYDNEY     BUXTON    (Poplar. 
Tower  Hamlets)  said  he  had  hstened  with 
profound  disappointment  to  the  speech 
of  the  noble  Lord.     He  had  hoped  that 
when  changes  were  made  in  the  Ministry 
they   would   have    had   a    new   broom, 
sweeping  better  than  the  old.    Nobody 
desired    to    say    anything   against  Sir 
Arthur  Hardinge  as  an  oflBcial,  but  it 
was  quite  clear  that  his  sympathy  was 
not  with  the  freeing  of  the  slaves— that 
I  was  seen  from  his  despatches.    He  had 
listened  with  great  care  to  what  fell  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  he  him- 
self had  taken  part  in  many  debates  in 
the  House,  but  he  had  never  heard  the 
principle,  which  he  thought  was  held  by 
every  EngUshman,  that  slavery  should 

'  ^  ^     Digitized  by  Google 


1037 


Siifpply — Civil 


{19  July  1901} 


Service  EsHmaies, 


1038 


not  exist  under  the  British  flag  damned 
with  such  faint  praise  as  it  had  been  by 
the  noble  Lord.  He  had  used  every  argu- 
ment that  could  be  urged  by  Foreign 
Ofl&ce  officials  in  favour,  first,  of  doing 
nothing ;  secondly,  of  going  slowly ; 
and,  thirdly,  of  letting  the  matter  rest 
whenever  possible.  The  noble  Lord  and  the 
Foreign  Office  had  done,  of  late,  little  or 
nothing  in  favour  of  freeing  slaves  in  the 
islands  of  Zanzibar  and  Pemba.  It  was 
obvious  from  the  Blue-books  on  this 
subject  that  the  officials  on  the  spot 
were  imbued  with  the  feeUng  that  the 
question  of  slavery  was  of  no  great 
moment  in  England,  and  that  to  raise 
it  made  their  administration  more  diffi- 
cult. You  could  not  make  an  omelette 
without  breaking  eggs,  and  slaves  could 
not  be  freed  without  trouble  and  expense. 
The  Foreign  Office  had  always,  as  a 
Department,  lagged  behind  public  opinion 
in  regard  to  the  freedom  of  slaves.  It 
had  always  seen  a  Hon  in  the  path,  and  it 
had  always  been  anxious  to  delay,  or  to 
deal  with  this  matter  with  caution,  and  to 
avoid  the  '*  precipitancy  *'  which  the  noble 
Lord  so  much  dislikes — that  had  always 
been  its  attitude.  In  the  case  of  Zanzibar 
and  Pemba  the  noble  Lord  seemed  to 
think  they  might  rest  satisfied  with  the 
present  conditions  of  slow  progress, 
because  year  by  year  so  many  slaves 
received  their  freedom,  but  out  of 
100,000  slaves 

Viscount  CRANBORNE:  No,  50,000 
at  the  outside. 

*Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :    I  am  in- 
cluding those  on  the  mainland. 

Viscount  CRANBORNE:  I  mean 
on  the  islands. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  said  if  they 
took  the  figures  of  the  noble  Lord,  out  of 
50,000  slaves  the  Committee  would 
hardly  credit  the  fact  that  the  number 
of  slaves  manumitted  since  the  law  came 
into  force  was  only  12,000. 

Viscount  CRANBORNE :     13,000. 

*Mr.     SYDNEY     BUXTON:     Well, 
12,000  or  13,000. 

Viscount  CRANBORNE  said  the 
slaves  he  spoke  of  had  been  freed  by  pro- 
cess of  law.  Others  had  been  freed  in 
other  ways. 

*Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  contended  I 
that  during  the  six  years  that  the  decree 


had  been  in  force  only  a  small  proportion 
of  the  slaves  in  Zanzibar  and  Pemba  had 
received  their  freedom.     He  was  anxious 
to  deal  with  this  matter  with  patience, 
and  they  were  certainly  not  so  impatient 
as  the  Colonial  Secretary  was  in  1894, 
when  he  said  that  the  Liberal  Govern- 
j  ment  had  done  nothing  at  all  in  this 
I  matter.     But,  even  if  the  question  was- 
I  not    to    be    dealt    with    wholesale,    the 
I  Government  had  done  Uttle  to  carry  out 
I  the  pledges  given  and  the  promises  made 
t  by   the  present  Colonial  Secretary  five 
or  six  years  ago.     He  would  not   again 
refer  to   the  islands,  because  there  the 
gradual  freeing  of  the  slaves  was  going, 
on,  though  very  slowly.      But  on    the 
mainland  practically  all  that  had  been 
I  done  during  the  last  ten  years  of  British 
[  control  was  that  children  born  during 
that  time  should  be  free  and  the  slaves  of 
I  those  dying  without  children  should  also 
I  be  free.     The  Government  should  take 
'  some  practical  step  in  regard  to  this  mat- 
ter ;   but  their  idea  was  to  do  nothing  at 
all,  but  to  let  the  matter  drift     With  re- 
;  gard  to  the  expansion  of  the  Uganda 
Railway  as  a  method  of  enabling  slaves 
[  to  obtain  freedom,  the  base  of  the  railway 
I  ran  ten  miles  by  the  coast,  through  terri- 
tory in   which   slavery   was   practically 
recognised  under  the  British  flag.     Year 
after   year   the   Government   had   made^ 
excuses  for  delay.     Last  year  they  fell 
back  on  what  they  considered  was  an 
absolute  bar  to  progress — that  in  1895,. 
Lord  Kimberley — then  Foreign  Minister 
— through  the  mouth  of  his  representa- 
tives gave  a  pledge  in  regard  to  slavery 
to  which  this  country  must  adhere.     But 
this  was  an  after-thought.     It  was  intro- 
duced to  give  the  Government  a  further 
excuse  for  doing  nothing,  because  if  that 
promise  was  given  at  all,  it  was   given 
in   1895.     It  was  given  by  Lord  Kim- 
berley,   but   before    it  was   ratified   the 
Liberal  Government  had  resigned  and 
Lord  Salisbury  was  Prime  Minister ;  and 
Lord  SaHsbury  had  the  conduct  of  this 
matter  in  1895.    But  in  1897  the  present 
Leader  of  the  House  gave  as  complete  and 
emphatic  a  pledge  in  regard  to  this  matter 
as  any  Minister  could  do.     He  said  the 
Government  earnestly  desired  to  carry 
out  on  the  mainland  of  the  East  Coast 
Protectorate  what  they   were   carrjdng 
out  on  the  islands.     That  was  to  say,  he 
gave  a  pledge  that  in  a  short  time  slavery 
should  be  abolished  ©Biitithieb  mainland  as. 
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an  the  islands.  The  Government,  he 
thought,  owed  the  Committte  some  ex- 
planation in  regard  to  this  matter.  It 
must  be  obvious,  he  felt  sure,  that  no 
British  Minister  could  have  intended  for 
•one  moment  to  give  a  pledge,  in  a  terri- 
ory  over  which  they  were  to  have  full 
•control,  that  for  all  future  time  slavery 
"was  to  exist  under  the  British  Crown. 

Viscount  CRANBORNE:    Certainly 
mot. 

*Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  said  that  if 
Lord  Kimberley  did  not  give  that  pledge, 
what  was  the  object  of  the  noble  Lord 
the  Under  Secretary  saying  that  **  he 
;gave  a  pledge  and  we  must  stick  to  it  '*  ? 
That  Lord  Kimberley  never  intended  to 
give  such  a  pledge  was  evidenced  by  Sir 
Lloyd  Mathews  himself — the  local  agent 
by  whose  words  they  were  supposed  to 
be  bound — who  had  declared  that  all  he 
;iiaid  was  in  regard  to  law  and  religion, 
and  that  he  did  not  say  anything  with 
regard  to  the  question  of  slavery.  That 
was  not  a  pledge,  he  submitted,  which 
:should  bind  the  House  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  But,  even  if  the  pledge  existed, 
there  was  an  alternative — ^to  compen- 
sate the  owners,  and  so  to  get  rid 
of  slavery.  And,  rather  than  that 
slavery  should  exist  under  the  British  flag, 
he  should  be  prepared,  even  under  present 
financial  difficulties,  to  pay  any  matter 
•of  compensation,  within  reasonable  limits, 
that  might  be  necessary  in  order  to  get 
rid  of  this  curse  to  society.  It  was  idle 
to  suggest  that  the  Sultan  of  Zanzibar 
was  a  difficulty  or  stumbling  block  in 
this  matter,  because  when  two  years  ago 
it  was  desired  to  promulgate  the  law  of 
1889  to  which  the  Sultan  objected,  as 
Jhe  thought  it  would  make  his  position 
more  difficult,  the  British  Government 
promulgated  the  law  over  his  head.  The 
Government,  if  they  were  really  earnest 
dn  this  matter,  ought  to  have  come  down 
to  the  House  and  made  some  proposal  in 
Tegard  to  it.  He  did  not  desire  to 
make  this  matter  a  party  question, 
but  he  could  not  help  expressing  his 
profound  regret  at  the  tone  of  the 
;speech  of  the  noble  Lord.  He  had 
hoped  that  the  noble  Lord  might  have 
broken  through  the  traditions  of  the 
Foreign  Office  in  this  matter,  and  he  still 
iioped  that  when  he  had  been  longer  in 
the  office  he  so  worthily  filled  they  might 

Mr,  Sydney  Buxton, 


be  able  to  welcome  him  as  a  convert  to 
the  principle  of  the  immediate  and  rapid 
emancipation  of  the  slaves,  both  on  the 
islands  and  on  the  mainland,  and  that  he 
would  remove  a  grave  scandal  from  the 
British  name. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BAYLEY  (Derbyshire, 
Chesterfield)  said  that  it  was  perfectly 
plain  from  the  letters  in  the  Blue-book 
issued  upon  this  subject  that  slavery 
was  largely  due  to  the  absence  of  men- 
of-war  in  these  waters.  He  would  like 
to  know  why  those  men-of-war  were 
removed  ;  they  were  the  pohce  of  these 
seas,  and  money  had  been  voted  by  the 
country  to  retain  them  there,  and  they 
had  no  business  to  be  removed.  In  his 
opinion  a  census  should  be  taken  of  all 
the  inhabitants  of  these  islands,  both 
those  who  were  free  and  those  who  were 
not,  showing  what  privileges  each  person 
had.  It  would  not  be  an  expensive  thing 
to  do,  and  a  great  deal  of  useful  inform- 
ation would  be  thereby  obtained  with 
regard  to  slavery  in  the  islands.  The 
Committee  had  not  heard  in  this  debate 
quite  so  much  from  the  noble  Lord  as 
from  his  predecessors  in  the  office  which 
he  held  as  to  what  the  Mohammedan  feel- 
ing was  with  regard  to  slavery.  It  was 
an  extraordinary  fact  that  a  similar  State 
with  a  native  government — the  State  of 
Egypt — was  far  in  advance  of  the  Foreign 
Office  with  regard  to  this  matter.  Egypt, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Mohammedans, 
had  abolished  slavery.  They  had  a 
small  corps  of  armed  men  whose  duty  it 
was  to  suppress  what  Kttle  slavery  there 
was,  and  he  would  like  to  know  why 
nothing  of  a  corresponding  nature  was 
being  done  in  this  part  of  Africa.  The 
Government  were  not  spending  a  penny 
in  the  suppression  of  slavery,  and  they 
were  very  far  behind  public  opinion  in 
this  matter  with  regard  to  what  was 
going  on  in  these  two  islands.  If  Lord 
Cromer  was  in  the  position  of  Foreign 
Secretary  for  three  days  they  would  see 
an  entirely  different  view  taken  of  the 
slave  trade  in  Zanzibar  and  Pemba,  All 
right-minded  Mohammedans  were  against 
it,  and  if  the  noble  Lord  inquired  of  Lord 
Cromer  with  regard  to  this  matter  he 
would  find  that  their  opinion  was  in 
favour  of  England  going  further  than 
it  was  going  to-day,  and  that  we  were 
holding  back  when  we  ought  to  be 
leading  the  ^V^|^t^^l^5g[e 
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Mr.  O'SHEE  (Waterford,  W.)  said 
that  it  seemed  to  him  absurd  not  to 
grant  freedom  to  a  slave  except  he  was 
able  to  show  that  if  he  were  free  he  could 
procure  a  domicile  apart  from  that 
which  he  had  as  a  slave,  and  also  that  he 
«hould  have  to  show  a  means  of  subsis- 
tence. The  essence  of  slavery  was  that 
the  slave  had  no  means  except  those  of 
his  master.  It  was  one  of  the  extra- 
ordinary instances  of  British  administra- 
tion in  Zanzibar  and  Pemba  that  the 
«lave  should  have  to  show  that  these 
two  things  were  in  his  possession  before 
he  could  succeed  in  getting  his  manu- 
mission. The  most  extraordinary  part  of 
the  noble  Lord's  speech  was  that  in  which 
he  relied  in  a  great  measure,  for  freeing 
the  slaves  in  these  regions  of  East  Africa, 
upon  the  making  of  the  Uganda 
Railway.  Already  something  hke 
i5,000,000  had  been  spent  upon  that 
igreat  and  ghastly  failure,  and  no  good 
had  been  done.  If  that  sum  had  been 
devoted  directly  to  the  freeing  of  slaves, 
he  had  no  doubt  whatever  that  it  would 
have  immediately  freed  the  50,000  slaves 
which  existed  in  these  islands.  If  the  noble 
Xord  instead  of  attempting  to  cure  slavery 
hy  a  railway — the  only  result  of  which 
was  to  enable  German  merchants  to  send 
up  inferior  and  poisonous  spirits  to  these 
unfortunate  people — had  expended  the 
money  directly  towards  the  freeing  of 
the  slaves,  the  best  results  might  have 
been  obtained.  The  noble  Lord  had 
said  that  the  vice  of  slavery  existed  in 
the  uncontrolled  power  of  one  man  over 
•another,  which  promoted  cruelty  and 
immorality,  and  he  pointed  out  that 
where  a  case  of  cruelty  was  brought  before 


the  courts,  at  once  as  a  punishment 
all  the  slaves  of  that  man  who  had  been 
guilty  of  cruelty  were  set  free.  Such  a 
penalty  as  that  would  undoubtedly  tend 
to  bring  about  the  evils  to  which  the 
noble  Lord  referred.  It  was  absurd  that 
for  a  case  of  cruelty  to  one  slave  such  a 
penalty  should  be  enforced,  when  no 
attempt  was  made  in  any  way  by  the 
enforcement  of  the  law  to  bring  about 
the  freedom  of  the  slaves  of  the  neighbour 
of  the  man  whose  slaves  had  been  freed. 
He  thought  the  speech  of  the  noble  Lord 
had  been  characterised  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Poplar,  who  showed  that 
the  Government  had  tried  first  to  do 
nothing  at  all,  and  secondly  to  delay  as 
long  as  possible  doing  anything.  He 
did  not  think  it  was  fair  that  the  officials 
who  administered  the  law  out  there 
should  have  blame  cast  upon  them.  The 
difficulty  was  that  provision  had  to  be 
made  for  the  slaves,  and  if  that  had  to  be 
done  the  British  Government  would 
have  to  be  prepared  to  put  their  hands 
into  their  pockets  and  find  the  money  to 
pay  a  certain  sum  for  each  slave  freed, 
that  would  be  sufficient  to  carry  out  the 
promise  which  was  supposed  to  have 
been  given  that  the  right  of  property 
in  slaves  was  recognised,  and  if  in  addi- 
tion something  was  given  to  the  slaves 
themselves  in  order  that  they  might 
obtain  a  domicile,  he  thought  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  spending  their  money  far 
more  wisely  than  in  prosecuting  this 
ghastly  failure  of  the  Uganda  Railway. 

Question  put. 

The   Committee   divided  : — Ayes,   90  I 
Noes,  132.     (Division  List  No.  343.) 


Abrabani,William(Cork,  N.E. 

Ambroee,  Robert 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Bayley,  ThoniM  (DerbyBhire) 

•Bell,  Ricbard 

Poland,  JobD 

Bmnner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 

Burke,  £.  Haviland- 

Bums,  John 

£nxton,  Sidney  Charles 

Caldwell,  James 

•Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Canston,  Ricbard  Knight 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

•Colvifle,  John 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

<Jrean,  Encene 

Cullinan,  J. 

Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

Delany,  William 


NOES. 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doofi^an,  P.  C. 
Duffy,  William  J. 
EBmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Evans,  S.  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Field,  William 
Havin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Gilhooly,  James 
Goddara,  DanielFord 
GriflBth,  Ellis  J. 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Hay  den,  John  Patrick 
Hayter,RtHon.Sir  Arthur  D. 
Hobhouse.C.  E.  H.(Bristol,E.) 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Jones,  WUliam(Camarvon8h. ) 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 


I    Kinloch,  Sir  John  George  S. 

I    Leamy,  Edmund 

,    Lund  on,  W. 
MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 

I   M*Dermott,  Patrick 
M*Killop.  W^  (Sligo,  North) 

I    Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 

I    Mooney,  John  J. 

j    Murphy,  John 

I    Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

I    Newnes,  Sir  George 

I   Nolan,Col.JohnP.(Galway,N. 

I    Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
O'Brien,  Kendal(Tipp'r'ry,Mid 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary.N.) 
O'Connor,  Jas.  (Wicklow,  W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S,) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W^lC 


1043 


Supply — Civil 


O'Dowd,  John 

(VKelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 

CyKelly,  J.  (Roscommon,  N.) 

O'Maliey,  William 

O'ShaughnesHy,  P.  J. 

O'Shee,  Jamett  John 

Partington,  Owald 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Kea,  Russell  j 

Reddy,  M.  ' 

AclandHood,Capt.SirAlex.F.  I 
Allhusen,i  Augustus  Henry  £. 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Col.  James  Robert 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A .  J.  ( Manch'r) 
Balfour,RtHnGeraldW.(Leeds 
Bathurftt.  Hon.  Allen  B. 
Beach,Rt.  Hn.SirM.  H.(  Bristol) 
Bho>vnaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bigwood,  James  i 

Bill,  Char1ef>  | 

Bond,  Edward  i 

Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith-       ' 
Bous field,  Wm.  Robert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hn.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James  I 

Bullard,  Sir  Harry  I 

Butcher,  John  George  j 

Cavendish. V.C.W(Derbysh ire  . 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor)    | 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hn.  J.(  Birm. ) 
Chamberlain  J.  Austen(Worc*r 
Charrington,  Spencer  ' 

Clare,  Octavius  Leigh  I 

Coghill,  Douglas  Harry  I 

CoUings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jes«e  i 

Colston,  Chas.  E.  H.  Aihole  1 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North)  i 
Cranbom»»,  Viscount  I 

Cripps,  Charles  Alfred  i 

Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow)      I 
Crosslev,  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers-     j 
Doxford.SirWilliam  Theodore  j 
Duke^  Henry  Edward  I 

Durning-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,Hon.Ailwyn  Edward 


{COMMONS} 

Redmond,  J.  E.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sinclair,  Capt.John(Forfar8h. ) 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Taylor,  Theodore  Cooke 
Tully,  Jasper 
Wallace,  Robert 

NOES. 

Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehnrst 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  Wm.  Hayes 
Fitzroy,  Hon.  Edw,  Algernon 
Foster,PhUipS.  ( War^vlckS  W. 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gor8t,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  JohnEldon 
Goschen,  Hon.  Geo.  Joachim 
Gretton,  John 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hamillon,RtHnLd.G.(>lidd'x 
Hanbur7,Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Harrin,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,  Arthur  H.  (Hanley) 
Heath,  James  (Staffs.,  N.  W.) 
Hemion-Hodge,  Robt.  Trotter 
Hope,  J,  F(Sheffield,Brightside 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Howard,  J.  (Midd., Tottenham) 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Keswick,  William 
Knowles,  Lees 
Laurie,  Lieut. General 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Lee,  A.  H.  (Hants,  Fareham) 
Long,RtHnWalrer(Bristol,S. ) 
Ijowe,  Francis  William 
Lucas,  ReginaldJ.(Portsm'th) 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M* Arthur,  Charles(Iiiverpool) 
M*KiUop,  James  (Stirlingshire 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Moon,  Edward  Robt.  Pacy 
More,  Robt.  Jasper!  Shropshire 
Morgan ,  David  J .  ( Walthamst. 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
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Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
Wiiite,  Patrick  (Meath,  N.) 
Whiteley,George(York,W.R.> 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (HaUfax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Young,  Samuel 
Tkllrrs    for   the   AYK8— 
Sir     Charles     Dilke     and 
Mr.  Joseph  A.  Pease. 

Morris,  Hon.  Martin  Henry  F. 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A.  (Deptford 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  RtHn  A.Graham(Bute 
Murraj,  Col.Wyndham  (Bath 
Newdigate,  Francis  Alex. 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrena 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Piatt- Higjgins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pret^man,  Ernest  George 
Puivis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Randies.  John  S. 
Rasch,  Mai.  Frederic  Came 
Ratcliff,  R.  F. 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Ren  wick,  George 
Ridley  ,S.  FordeiBethnalGreen 
Ritchie, Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney 
Robin}>on,  Brooke 
Sackville^Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alex. 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand> 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Staoley,Lord  (Lanes.) 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thorbum,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walker,  Col.  William  HaU 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
WasoD,  John  C.  (Orkney) 
Wentwoith,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Wtirtley,  RtHn.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Younger,  William 
Tellers  for  the    Noes— 

Sir  William  Walrond  and 

Mr.  Anstruther. 


Original  Question  again  proposed 

*Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty)  wished 
to  impress  upon    the    Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  the  desira- 
bihty  of  obtaining  fuller  consular  reports 
with  regard  to  the  commercial  aspects  of 
Borneo.     The  island,  which  was  capable 
of  great  developments,  was  very  rich  in  1 
timber,  tobacco,  and  coal,  and  something  ! 
like  a  hundred  miles  of  railway  would 
shortly  be  finished.     One  of  the   bays  I 
afforded  the    finest    anchorage   in  the ' 
world  for  ships  of   war,  and  might  be 


made  an  important  coahng  station. 
An  illustration  erf  a  system  to  which 
he  had  before  objected  was  afforded  by 
this  Vote.  The  consul  at  Borneo  re- 
ceived a  salary  of  £400,  but  the  altogether 
disproportionate  amount  of  £200  was^ 
added  for  office  expenses.  Further, 
under  the  heading  of  Brazil,  the  consul 
received  £800  as  salary,  and  £200  were 
given  as  a  **  personal  allowance."  What 
was  the  meaning  of  that  1  If  the  official 
was  worth  £1,000  a  year  he  should  be 
paid  that  sum  as  salary.  The  system  of 
making  personal  allowances  was  a  bad 
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one,  and  should  be  discontinued.  The 
same  thing  occurred  with  regard  to  the 
<x>nsul  at  Para,  and  as  a  protest  against 
the  practice  he  moved  to  reduce  the  Vote 
hy  £200. 

Viscount  CRANBORNE  said  he  was 
Aware  of  the  hon.  Member's  interest  in 
Borneo,  because  a  few  days  previously 
he  had  asked  a  question  with  regard  to  a 
railway  extension  there.  He  could  assure 
him  that  he  had  the  greatest  desire  to 
promote  the  commercial  interests  of  this 
country,  and  would,  if  necessary,  use  the 
diplomatic  and  consular  service  to  that 
end  With  the  greatest  pleasure,  there- 
fore, he  would  undertake  to  consider  the 
possibiHties  of  Borneo  and  our  consular 
relations  with  that  island,  with  a  view 
to  its  commercial  development.  As  to  the 
hon.  Member's  criticism  of  the  office  allow- 
ances, he  thought  the  amount  in  this  case 
was  neither  excessive  nor  unprecedented. 
He  thought  if  the  hon.  Member  glanced 
down  he  would  see  it  was  not  altogether 
surprising,  because  if  it  was  looked  into 
carefully  it  would  be  found  that  there 
would  be  one  clerk  and  sometimes  more, 
and  a  clerk  could  not  be  got  for  nothing 
even  in  Borneo.  The  hon.  Member  criti- 
cised the  £200  a  year  personal  allowance 
for  the  consul  at  Para.  This  personal 
allowance  was  really  made  in  the  interests 
of  economy.  It  was  made  to  a  gentleman 
whose  services  the  Foreign  Office  were 
anxious  to  retain,  but  who  was  entitled, 
because  he  had  held  a  place  at  the  salary 
which  he  now  enjoys  previously,  to  a 
higher  salary  than  is  actually  proposed. 
The  question,  therefore,  which  the 
Foreign  Office  had  to  consider  was 
whether  they  should  raise  the  general 
«alary  of  the  post,  and  in  many  cases  such 
a  proceeding  would  be  not  only  a  pity  but 
most  uneconomical,  or  whether  in  this 
particular  case  they  should  make  a 
personal  allowance,  which  was  not  only  in 
the  interests  of  economy  but  also  in  the 
interests  of  the  taxpayer,  because  the 
salary  of  the  office  was  retained  at  the  old 
figure,  and  in  that  way  a  permanent  and 
undue  burden  was  not  put  upon  the 
taxpayer. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  that  it 
was  impossible  to  explain  more  clearly 
than  the  noble  Lord  had  done  the  prin- 
ciple upon  which  the  Foreign  Office  acted 
in  this  matter.  The  principle  was  to  give 
a  man  £1,000  a  year  in  order  to  maintain 


a  doctrine  that  he  ought  to  have  £800  a 
year;  the  extra  £200  was  given  as  a 
special  personal  allowance,  and  would  be 
left  out  on  another  occasion.  He  hoped 
that  the  hon.  Member  would  be  satisfied 
vrith  that  explanation. 

*Mr.  WEIR:  I  have  the  explanation 
of  the  noble  Lord,  and  I  am  most 
anxious 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  that  if  the 
hon.  Member  proposed  to  withdraw  the 
Amendment  he  had  nothing  further  to 
say,  but  if  the  explanation  of  the  noble 
Lord  was  not  satisfactory  he  wished  to 
dwell  upon  it  a  Uttle. 

♦Mr.  weir  thought  that  the  noble 
Lord  was  quite  capable  of  dealing  with 
the  matter. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) 
thought  the  noble  Lord  had  given  a 
very  imaginary  view  of  the  way  in  which 
this  man  got  his  £200.  He  did  not 
gather  from  the  noble  Lord  what  the 
real  reason  was,  because  the  noble  Lord 
had  only  said  that  there  were  cases  where 
it  might  be  advisable  to  give  an  extra 
£200.  That  was  not  the  sort  of  answer 
the  Committee  expected  from  a  Minister 
of  the  Crown;  they  wanted  the  par- 
ticulars of  this  special  case. 

*Mr.  weir  said  he  regretted  that  time 
had  been  wasted  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  King's  Lynn  in  trying  to  fight  the 
battle  of  the  noble  Lord.  He  had  desired 
to  rise  directly  the  noble  Lord  sat  down, 
in  order  to  say  that  he  accepted  the 
explanation,  although  he  did  not  con- 
sider that  it  was  a  satisfactory  method 
of  conducting  business.  That  being  so, 
he  begged  leave  to  withdraw  his  Amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  May  I  call 
your  attention.  Sir,  to  the  fact  that 
there  are  not  forty  Members  present  ? 

The  deputy  CHAIRMAN:  I  have 
recently  satisfied  myself  that  forty 
Members  are  within  the  precincts  of  the 
House.  With  regard  to  the  Amendment 
of  the  hon.  Member,  as  I  did  not  put  the 
hon.  Member's  motion  formally,  I  shall 
now  put  the  original  question. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £210,049, 
be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete 
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the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  i 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day 
of  March,  1902,  for  Grants-in-aid  oi  the  ; 
Expenses  of  the  British  Protectorates  in  1 
Uganda  and  in  Central  and  East  Africa, 
and  under  the  Uganda   Railway  Act, 
1896  and  1900  " 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  said  he  was 
always  one  of  those  who  were  glad  to  get 
on  to  these  Votes,  because,  under  the 
present  rule,  it  was  to  the  advantage  of 
the  Committee  generally,  and  independent 
Members  in  particular,  that  they  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  discussing  the 
most  interesting  Votes  in  Committee. 
Three  out  of  the  four  items  contained  in 
this  Vote  were  Foreign  Office  cripples, 
and  made  very  large  demands  upon  the 
public  purse,  and  for  reasons  which 
would  not  bear  very  strict  investigation 
those  demands  were  increasing.  Central 
Africa  had  very  little  history  ;  it  was  a 
very  small  protectorate  which  had 
only  recently  been  extended  to  large  dis- 
tricts around  it.  He  was  afraid  that  in 
those  large  districts  troubles  would 
eventually  arise,  but  they  had  not  yet 
arisen.  The  other  three  were  especial 
cripples  of  the  Foreign  Office.  The 
Votes  for  Uganda,  East  Africa,  and  the 
Uganda  Railway  made  enormous  de- 
mands upon  the  public  purse  which 
were  increasing.  On  this  occasion  he 
proposed  to  call  attention  to  the  first 
of  these  three  items,the  Vote  for  Uganda, 
and  the  reason  for  the  reduction  he  pro- 
posed to  move  in  respect  of  that  item  was 
because,  although  the  Foreign  Office 
had  had  in  their  possession  for  a  con- 
siderable time  the  full  Report  of  their 
Special  Commissioner,  Sir  H.  Johnston, 
they  had  not  yet  presented  it  to  the 
House.  On  that  Report  alone  could 
this  special  Vote  for  Uganda  be  defended, 
but  all  that  they  had  seen  was  Sir  H. 
Johnston's  short  preliminary  Report 
made  in  July  of  last  year.  The  Foreign 
Office  could  have  had  no  difficulties 
with  their  printers,  who  were  established 
in  the  basement  of  their  own  building, 
and  were  entirely  under  their  control, 
and  the  Committee  ought  to  have  all 
the  information  before  them  before  this 
Vcfte  was  asked  for.  It  coidd  not  be 
said  of  Uganda,  as  was  said  in  the  case  of 
the  Niger  Coast  Protectorate,  that  Par- 
liament gave  no  grants-in-aid,  and  that 


therefore  we  need  not  refer  to  it  because 
it  paid  its  own  expenses,  for  from  our 
first  connection  with  Uganda  we  had 
always  given  grants-in-aid.  Sir  Harry 
Johnston  declared  Uganda  to  be  very 
unhealthy  in  many  parts,  and  he  pointed 
to  the  enormous  decrease  in  the  popula- 
tion of  the  territory,  which  of  itself  was 
a  severe  reproach  upon  Foreign  Office 
administration,  which  he  said  was  due 
to  civil  war,  invasion,  and  famine,  which 
latter  had  recently  caused  from  4,000 
to  6,000  deaths.  In  South  Africa,  under 
British  rule,  the  population  had  largely 
increased.  In  Sir  Harry  Johnston's 
opinion  the  country  ought  to  provide 
£165,000  by  taxation,  but  he  was  doubt- 
ful whether  more  than  £15,000  or 
£20,000  would  be  got.  But  the  general 
drawback  to  the  development  of  Uganda 
was  a  much  larger  one.  The  market 
for  tropical  produce  was  very  limited 
as  compared  with  the  enormous  areas 
of  the  countries  from  which  it  was 
derived.  If  tropical  produce  was  only 
saleable  at  such  prices  that  we  were 
unable  to  make  it  pay  in  the  case  of  the 
West  Indies,  it  seemed  to  him  that  we 
should  never  make  it  pay  in  countries 
which  had  to  rely  on  land  carriage  for 
enormous  distances.  It  was  out  of  the 
question  to  speak  of  leaving  Uganda, 
but  those  who  knew  the  country  said 
that  the  British  East  African  administra- 
tion was  crippling  the  administration  of 
Uganda,  and  they  were  in  favour  of  the 
amalgamation  of  the  two  Protectorates. 
He  had  one  practical  suggestion  to  make. 
Men  who  had  seen  most  of  the  country 
during  the  last  two  years  were  of  opinion 
that  a  kind  of  war  was  going  on  between 
the  two  Foreign  Office  Protectorates, 
and  he  himself  believed  that  the  best 
thing  they  could  now  do  was  to  secure 
the  strongest  and  ablest  man  whose 
services  they  could  command,  and  send 
him  out  to  govern  Uganda  and  British 
East  Africa,  abolishing  the  nominal 
frontier  between  the  two  Protectorates. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  in  the  long  run  the 
upper  country  must  be  under  the  same 
control  as  the  coast  line,  and  he  thought 
the  time  had  come  to  have  effect  given 
to  that.  He  begged  to  move  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Vote  by  £100. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  Item  A  (Uganda,  Grant-in-Aid)  be 
reduced  by  £100.  "—/Sir  Charles  DUke.) 
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Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  he 
thought  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  was 
perfectly  justified  in  what  he  had  said 
about  the  Vote  being  brought  on  without 
any  information  being  available  to  the 
Committee.  He  himself  could  not  under- 
stand why  that  particular  Vote  should 
have  been  put  down,  as  it  could  very  well 
have  been  postponed  until  the  Report 
had  been  issued.  He  was  bound  to  say 
that  unless  the  noble  Lord  gave  some 
more  satisfactory  reason  as  to  why  the 
Report  was  so  long  in  his  hands — in  fact, 
he  was  not  sure  it  was  not  at  that  moment 
under  his  eye — he  should  feel  in  honour 
bound  to  vote  with  the  right  hon. 
Baronet.  The  Committee  was  entitled 
to  a  certain  amount  of  respect,  and  it 
was  not  treating  it  with  respect  to  with- 
hold such  a  Report.  He  had  two  other 
reasons  for  opposing  the  Vote.  He  had 
always  been  an  enemy  of  the  Vote, 
on  whichever  side  of  the  House  he  sat. 
In  the  first  place,  he  objected  to  putting 
on  the  Foreign  Office,  which  was  orga- 
nised for  negotiation  and  had  to  dis- 
charge the  fine  network  of  duties  con- 
nected with  it,  the  entirely  different 
work  of  administration.  Conquest  ad- 
ministration and  railway  administration 
were  all  bound  up  in  Uganda,  and  he 
did  not  know  why  it  came  under  the 
Foreign  Office  at  all.  He  thought 
that  even  the  Foreign  Office  was  not 
capable  of  discharging  all  the  duties  of  the 
State.  He  believed  the  Foreign  Office 
performed  its  proper  duties — negotia 
tions,  protocols,  treaties,  conventions 
and  such  like — with  a  certain  amount 
of  ability,  and  there  had  been  even 
Foreign  Office  successes  of  a  most  re- 
markable kind  once  or  twice  in  a  century; 
but  there  had  never  been  a  Foreign  Office 
success  in  the  work  of  administration, 
for  which  it  was  never  intended.  He 
expected  that  one  of  the  things  the 
noble  Lord  proposed  would  be  that  the 
Foreign  Office  should  be  relieved  of  work 
that  did  not  properly  belong  to  it,  and 
he  had  some  hope  that  the  noble  Lord 
would  announce  in  his  reply  that  that 
was  the  last  occasion  on  which  the  Foreign 
Office  would  be  responsible  for  the  affairs 
of  Uganda,  and  that  they  would  be 
handed  over  to  a  department  less  capable 
of  negotiation  but  more  capable  of 
administration.  He  had  another  objec- 
tion to  the  Vote.    The  Vote  was  a  grant- 


in-aid  given  for  a  specific  purpose.  It 
amounted  to  £1 72,000,  but  if  any  portion 
of  it  was  not  expended  for  that  purpose 
it  was  not  to  be  returned.  He  really 
thought  that  was  the  most  modest 
announcement  which  even  the  Foreigni 
Office  had  ever  made  to  the  House  o£ 
Commons.  It  took  a  sum,  not  a  small 
sum,  for  a  specific  purpose,  and  it 
then  said  that  if  it  were  not  all  expended 
a  farthing  of  it  would  not  be  returned.. 
That  was  in  itself  a  very  serious  financial 
objection  to  the  Vote.  He  maintained 
that  any  portion  of  a  grant-in-aid  which 
was  not  expended  for  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  voted  should  be  returned 
to  the  Exchequer.  Accordingly  he  had 
the  greatest  possible  objection  to  passing: 
the  Vote  in  its  proper  form.  He  hoped 
the  noble  Lord  would  be  able  to  give  some- 
satisfactory  explanation  with  reference- 
to  the  absence  of  the  Report,  without 
which  they  could  not  possibly  discuss  the- 
Vote,  and  without  some  explanation 
as  to  the  action  of  the  Foreign  Office  in 
asking  for  a  sum  of  £172,000,  and  re- 
serving to  itself  the  right  to  expend  it 
or  not  expend  it,  he  should  be  compelled! 
to  oppose  the  Vote. 

Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  said  it 
was  grossly  unfair  that  this  Vote  should' 
be  taken  at  a  period  of  the  financial  year 
when  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons: 
were  obviously  unable  to  discuss  it.  One 
solitary  piece  of  consolation  in  connection- 
with  the  Vote  which  appeared  to  have 
escaped  the  notice  of  hon.  Gentlemen- 
opposite  was  that  there  was  a  decrease  of 
£32,000  for  the  current  year.  With  that 
exception  it  was  the  most  unsatisfactory 
Vote  yet  presented  to  he  House.  Being- 
deprived  of  information  from  the  sources 
from  which  they  were  entitled  to  get  it. 
they  were  thrown  back  on  sources  of 
information  which  could  not  be  alto- 
gether satisfactory,  such  as  past  reports 
and  newspaper  and  magazine  articles. 
He  gathered  that,  so  far  from  encourage 
ing  free  settlements  in  Uganda,'^the  prac- 
tice prevailed,  whether  it  was  to  obtain 
revenue  or  to  check  the  too  abundant 
influx  of  population  he  could  not  tell, 
of  making  a  charge  of  £10  per  acre  for 
the  land  placed  at  the  disposal  of  settlers. 
If  that  was  the  practice  he  could  not  con- 
ceive any  source  of  revenue  more  objec- 
tionable in  itself,  or  more  productive  of 
delaying  the  prosperity  of  Xhis  particular 
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place.     It    appeared    that    the    country  |  Sir  Harry  Johnston  himself,   who  had 

had  not  been  thoroughly  and  accurately    special  knowledge  of  the  South  African 

.  surveyed.       The     inconveniences     and    question.     The  state  of  things  in  Uganda 

•  disasters  which  had  been  experienced  was,  on  the  whole,  he  thought,  very  hope- 
in  the  South  African  War  had  arisen  ful,  and,  so  far  as  one  could  judge  at  an 
through  the  absence  of  proper  surveys    early  stage,  very  satisfactory.     Did  the 

•  of  the  territories,  which  ought  to  have  |  Committee  realise  how  early  it  was  ?  Did 
been  made  years  ago.  We  might  at  no  they  imagine  that  after  eight  years 
far  distant  date  find  ourselves  engaged  '  existence  they  could  speak  of  it  with 
in  war  without  proper  surveys  of  the  I  absolute  confidence  as  to  the  future  I 
territory  referred  to  in  this  Vote.  It  was  ,  But,  as  far  as  matters  stood,  the  revenue 
quite  certain  that  some  portions  of !  of  the  year  just  closed  was  far  higher 
Uganda  were  suitable  for  the  growth  of  j  than  it  was  expected  to  be.  The  expendi- 
cereals  and  the  same  kinds  of  food  which  '  ture  was  gradually  decreasing.  The 
we  could  boast  of  in  this  country.     He    revenue  for    1901   was  £66,000.     That 

•  hoped  that  the  money  which  many  Mem- '  was  a  very  trifling  sum  when  contrasted 
bers  of  the  House  granted  very  reluc- 1  with  the  figures  dealt  with  in  the  British 
tantly  to  the  Government  for  Uganda  !  Empire,  but  it  was,  he  believed,  the  small 
would  be  employed,  not  so  much  in '  beginning  of  what  would  be  a  great 
punitive  expeditions,  but  in  increasing  empire.  They  were  only  asking  £174,000 
the  natural  products  of  the  soil  which  !  this  year,  as  against  £200,000  last  year, 
would,  at  however  distant  a  date,  give '  The  right  hon.  Baronet  who  criticised 
some  return.  the  operations  in  Uganda  had  said  that 

Viscount  CRANBORXE  said  he  was  the  famines  and  so  forth  were  very  dis- 
quite  ready  to  apologise  to  the  Committee!  creditable  to  the  Foreign  Office,  but  it 
for  the  absence  of  the  Reports,  but  the '  should  be  remembered  that  effective  cen- 
ts uspicions  which  were  entertained  in  that  |  ^rol  over  Uganda  had  not  yet  been  estab- 
matter  by  many  hon.  and  right  hon.  Wished,  and  that  during  the  period  when 
Gentlemen  were  entirely  unfounded,  these  famines  and  other  disaster 
He  assured  the  Committee  that  everv  '  occurred  the  control  of  the  administra- 
attempthad  been  made  to  have  theReport.  tion  was  even  less  effective  than  it  was 
.  of  Sir  Harry  Johnston  ready  in  time  ;  i  at  the  present  moment.  The  right  hon. 
but  he  had  not  seen  the  Report,  and  the  '  Baronet  had  declared  that  it  was  an 
Secretary  of  State  had  not  seen  it.     The  i  unhealthy  place. 

Report  had  been  presented  about  a  week  |   ♦gj^     CHARLES     DILKE  :    I     only 
ago,  but  it  had  not  been  considered.     It  |        ^.^^  gj^.  ^         Johnston. 
was  regarded  as  a  matter  of  great  im- 
portance,   even   by  the  Foreign   Office       Viscount  CRANBORXE  said  a  map 
itself,   and   he  did   not  think  that  the !  of  the  country   had   been   prepared  on 
House  of  Commons  would  charge  him  j  which    the    unhealthy   parts    were  left 
with  keeping  it  back.     He  did  not  deny    white    and    the    other    districts    were 
that  there  was  great  inconvenience  in  i  coloured   different   shades   according  as 
discussing  the  Uganda  Vote  without  that   in   Sir  Harry  Johnston's  opinion  they 
Report,   but  he  could  assure  the  Com-    were  more  or  less  healthy.     He  found 
mittee  that  there  was  no  malign  inten- 1  that  about  one-third  of  Uganda  might  be 
tion  on  his  part  to  withhold  the  informa-  >  classed  as  very  unhealthy,  but  there  were 
tion.     It  was  not  true  to  say  that  the  <  many  places  where  the  climate  resembled 
Department  was  without  knowledge  on  i  that  of  Scotland.     There  was  a  good  deaJ 
this  subject.     The  gentleman  who  was  I  of  damp  and  mistiness,  but,  on  the  whole, 
at  the  head  of  this  Department  in  the  I  healthy.     Of  course,  not  all  the  countrr 
Foreign  Office  had  recently  himself  been    was  so  high  and  healthy  as  that  of  which 
tp  the  Protectorate  in  order  to  study  the   he  had  spoken  ;  there  was  every  variety 
question  on  the  spot.     He  had  also  visited    of  climate  and  produce.     Thei  list  of  pro- 
Somaliland,  and  he  had  placed  at  their  j  ductions   included   wheat,    barley,  oat^ 
disposal  all  the  information  he  had  col- ;  rice,  potatoes,  tomatoes,  tobacco,  S^P^ 
lected.     He,  therefore,  thought  the  criti- 1  coffee  ;  rubber  was  abundant,  splendid 
cism  was    unfortunate    at    the    present -i  timber,  fit  for  many  purposes,  the  sugar 
moment,  when  they  had  in  this  country  j  cane  thrived,  oranges,  lemons,  mangoes, 
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and  many  varieties  of  English  vegetables  ; 
it  was  a  good  horse  country,  and  the  wild 
ass  was  indigenous. 

*Mr.    WEIR:    Are    there    any    deer 
forests  1 

Viscount  CRANBORNE  said  there 
was  everything  man  could  desire  in  the 
vegetable  and  animal  kingdoms.  On 
the  whole,  Sir  Harry  Johnston  gave  a 
most  encouraging  account  of  the  progress 
of  Uganda  in  civilisation.  He  spoke  of 
the  great  work  the  Anglican  and  Roman 
Catholic  missionaries  had  done  there,  but, 
he  added,  it  was  not  to  be  imagined  that 
the  nations  of  Uganda  had  none  of  the 
old  Adam  in  their  disposition  since  they 
accepted  Christianity.  Among  the  native 
population  there  was  a  thirst  for  infor- 
mation ;  men,  women,  and  children 
learned  to  read,  and  several  chiefs  used 
typewriters.  While  Uganda  was  only 
under  partial  control  it  was  not  alto- 
gether safe  to  allow  an  influx  of  white 
settlers,  but  that  period  was  rapidly 
passing  away ;  and  in  the  near  future 
facilities  for  land  settlement  would  be 
afforded  to  a  much  greater  extent  than 
hitherto.  Punitive  expeditions,  of  course, 
were  to  be  deplored,  both  because  of  the 
lamentable  loss  of  life  and  the  check  to 
administrative  progress.  They  could  not 
be  avoided,  and,  with  a  view  to  their  being 
conducted  with  more  economy,  the  force 
in  Uganda  would  be  increased  and  orga- 
nised in  imitation  of  what  had  been  done 
by  the  Colonial  Office  in  West  Africa. 
There  was  every  reason  to  believe  from 
the  reports  received  that  the  duty  we  had 
inherited  of  governing  and  civilising  great 
dependencies  in  various  parts  of  the 
world  would  be  beneficently  exercised 
in  the  development  of  this  great  area 
in  Africa. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTOX  said  the 
desire  was  that  the  Home  Office  Vote 
should  be  taken  that  day,  but  it  was 
delayed  because  the  report  of  the  in- 
spector was  not  ready.  In  regard  to 
the  Vote  they  were  now  discussing,  they 
were  in  the  same  position,  the  necessary 
information  not  having  been  supplied 
to  members.  This  was  another  instance 
of  the  extraordinary  way  in  which  the 
business  o-  the  House  had  been  mis- 
managed and  muddled  this  session. 
Votes  fixed  for  certain  days  were  post- 
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poned,  and  other  Votes  were  unex- 
pectedly taken.  He  was  not  blaming  the 
Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
because  he  was  not  responsible  for  the 
arrangement  of  the  business  of  the  House. 
The  information  of  the  noble  Lord  was 
three  years  old.  The  policy  of  the 
Foreign  Office  in  administering  Uganda 
had  been  a  policy  of  war  and  muddle 
— war  against  different  tribes  and 
muddle  in  administration.  He  certainly 
imagined  that  the  punitive  expeditions 
had  been  sent  out  by  the  Foreign  Oflfice 
because  there  had  been  some  outrages, 
but  it  seemed  that  the  Foreign  Office  had 
taken  a  leaf  out  of  the  book  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary  and  had  encouraged 
wars  and  had  enjoyed  them,  and  had 
considered  them  a  feather  in  their  cap, 
although  they  had  cost  such  an  enor- 
mous amount  of  expenditure  of  money 
to  this  country. 

Viscount  CRANBORNE:  The  wars 
have  not  been  wantonly  undertaken.  It 
is  perfectly  possible  that,  by  discretion 
on  the  part  of  our  representatives, 
the  causes  which  render  the  punitive 
expeditions  necessary  may  be  avoided 
in  future. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  said  that 
he  hoped  that  in  these  punitive  ex- 
peditions in  future  they  would  have 
more  experienced  officers,  and  indeed 
that  such  punitive  expeditions  would 
not  be  rendered  necessary  at  all.  He 
was  glad  to  hear  the  noble  Lord  say 
that  the  Government  did  not  intend 
to  enter  into  these  punitive  expeditions 
except  where  they  were  necessary. 
The  noble  Lord  thought  that  they 
would  be  able  to  manage  affairs  with 
tact,  patience,  and  discretion,  and  he  was 
very  glad  to  hear  that  the  Foreign 
Office  was  going  to  carry  out  a  different 
policy  in  the  future,  and  that  they 
were  going  to  reduce  these  punitive 
expeditions.  He  knew  that  if  there 
was  any  one  who  hated  war,  it  was  Sir 
Harry  Johnston,  and  he  was  very  glad 
to  hear  his  views  in  regard  to  Uganda. 
Something  had  been  said  in  regard 
to  Uganda  being  like  Scotland,  and  they 
hoped  that  there  was  some  Ukelihood 
that,  with  the  development  of  trade  and 
industries  in  that  country,  some  of  the 
money  they  had  muddled  away  over 
the   Uganda   Railway   would   result   in 
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some  profit,   and    that  they  would   be 
able   to   pluck   a   plum   from   the   pie. 
He,    however,    recollected   that   Sir   H. 
Johnston,  in  his  Report,  stated  that  the 
negroes  were  too  lazy  to  do  any  work, 
that  they  were  entirely  naked,  and  that 
they  did  not  want  to  be  covered  by  our 
cloths.     He  was  afraid,   therefore,  that 
the  noble  Lord  was  taking  a  too  san- 
guine view  of  the    future    of  Uganda. 
The  total    amount  of   the   expenditure 
on  Uganda  was  £65,000,  and  the  revenue 
was  only  £15,000,  and  nothing  had  been 
said  to  show  that  this  country  should  be 
under  the  control  of  the  Foreign  Office  ' 
rather  than  that  of  the  Colonial  Office. 
The  fact  of  the  matter  was  that  the 
Foreign  office  had  spent  something  like 
seven  millions  sterling  on  Uganda,  and 
that  only  eleven  Europeans  were  settled 
in  that  vast  territory.     He  would  rather 
see  it  in  the  charge  of  the  Colonial  Office 
than  of   the  Foreign  Office  if  that  was 
the  rate  at  which  the  country  was  to  be 
colonised.     As  to   the   question   of    the 
control  over  expenditure,  it  seemed  to  him  | 
that    if    ever   there    was    any    national ; 
expenditure  which  required  full  Treasury 
control,  it  was  this  administrative  expen- 
diture of  the  Foreign  Office.  He  ventured  , 
to  say  that  no  member  of  the  House  had  j 
any  idea  of  the  control  of  that  expendi- 
ture.    He  was  one  of  those  who  was  \ 
prepared  for  any  legitimate  expenditure 
for  the  extension  of  the  Empire,  but  he  1 
maintained    that    the    expenditure    in  i 
regard    to    Uganda    and    East    Africa 
generally  was  not  the  sort  of  expenditure 
which  attracted    those   who  wished  to  ' 
see  the  country  placed    on  a   business  ! 
footing.  I 

*Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Belfast, 
S.)  congratulated  the  noble  Lord  on  I 
the  progress  he  had  made  in  dealing , 
with  foreign  affairs.  The  Opposition  i 
had  been  from  the  very  first  opposed 
to  the  taking  over  Uganda,  to  the  making 
of  the  railway,  and  to  any  expenditure 
in  developing  the  resources  of  that 
country.  He  was  sorry  that  Sir  Henry  M. 
Stanley,  who  might  be  said  to  have  dis- 
covered that  country,  was  not  now  in  the 
House,  because  he  might  have  been  able 
to  show  what  a  marvel  had  been  achieved 
in  extending  civilisation  in  that  country 
within  the  last  ten  years.  The  Report 
of  Sir  Harry  Johnston  showed  what  a 
development  of  the  human  race  had 
Mr,  Sydney  Buxton. 


taken  place  in  that  part  of  Africa. 
He  did  not  often  intervene  in  the  debates 
of  the  House,  and  he  trusted  that  he 
would  be  pardoned  for  saying  these  few 

I  words.  He  felt  very  strongly  that  in 
adding  Uganda  to  the  British  Empire 

'  the   nation   had   done  good  service  to 

I  that  territory,  and  had  done  something 
worthy  of    the  British  name  and  had 

'  added  honour  to  the  British  flag. 

Mr.    LAMBERT  (Devonshire,   South 
Molton)said  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
spoke  last  was  slightly  inaccurate  as  to 
who  had  discovered  Uganda.     He  rather 
thought  that  it  was  Adam,  and  not  Sir 
Henry  Stanley,  that  had  discovered  that 
country.     They  had  been  told   by  the 
Under    Secretary    for    Foreign    Affairs 
that  Uganda  was  a  great  cattle  country, 
that  it  bred  splendid    horses  and  wild 
asses,  that   the  air  was  very  much  hke 
that  of  Scotland,  and  that  some  of  the 
native  chiefs  employed  typewriters  ;  but 
he  wondered  whether  these  native  chiefs 
used  in  their   type-writing    English  or 
Ugandese  ?  He  must  say  that  the  remarks 
of  his  noble  friend  below  him  had  thrown 
a  considerable  douche  of  cold  water  on 
the    prospects    of    Uganda,     especially 
when  it  was  mentioned  that  the  only 
European  settlers  were  eleven  Germans. 
He   very   much   doubted  whether  this 
country   would   ever   receive    any  real 
return  for  the  expenditure  of  five  millions 
on   the    Uganda   Railway.     He   wished 
to  express  his  appreciation  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  noble  Lord  had  dealt  with 
the  matter.     They  had  all  enjoyed  the 
noble   Lord's  speech,   and   he  sincerely 
hoped  that  Uganda  would  turn  out  as 
well  as  the  noble  Lord  expected  it  would 
do. 

Mr.  O'MARA  (Kilkenny,  S.)  said  that 
millions  of  money  had  been  wasted  on 
Uganda,  and  the  reports  received  in 
regard  to  the  prospects  there  were  far 
from  encouraging.  He  did  not  think 
that  the  expenditure  on  Uganda  would 
be  ever  reproductive,  and  therefore 
he  would  vote  for  the  reduction  of  that 
expenditure.  The  way  the  House  had 
been  kept  in  the  dark  in  regard  to  the 
expenditure  in  Uganda  was  a  scandal, 
and  he  doubted  very  much  whether 
that  country  would  ever  repay  any  part 
of  the  money  spent  upon  it.  The  money 
spent   on   Uganda^^^^genf^for  the 
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purpose  of  starting  punitive  expeditions, 
and  not  for  starting  settlements  of 
Englishmen  on  the  soil.  He  objected 
to  this  policy  of  supplementing  the 
black  nations  by  white  people  who  were 
quite  unsuited  to  take  their  place. 
Just  imagine,  there  were  only  eleven 
Europeans  in  the  country  where  we 
were  spending  five  milhons  of  pounds 
sterUng  !  The  noble  Lord  said  that  some 
&ye  natives  chiefs  were  using  type- 
writers, but  that  was  at  the  rate  of  a 
million  of  pounds  apiece.  The  levity 
with  which  the  noble  Lord  addressed 
himself  to  the  question  of  the  type- 
writers used  by  the  native  chiefs  showed 
in  what  a  careless  way  he  regarded  the 
pubUc  expenditure.  He  did  not  suppose 
that  this  country  would  ever  expect  to 
get  more  from  Uganda  than  a  few  tusks 
of  ivory.  He  thought  that  the  £5,000,000 
spent  on  the  Uganda  Eailway  might 
have  been  better  spent  in  relieving  the 
poor  of  Ireland  than  in  trying  to 
develop  a  swamp  for  eleven  Europeans, 
including  two  Germans. 

*Mr.  MANSHELD  (Lincolnshire, 
Spalding)  said  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  King's  Lynn  adopted  many  roles, 
but  shone  most  conspicuously  as  a  critic 
of  the  Government.  He  acted  in  this 
capacity  so  often,  and  with  such  success 
that  he  expected  some  day  to  find  him 
sitting  on  the  Oppositicm  side.  His  case 
to-night  was  that  the  Foreign  Office, 
by  its  traditions  and  habits,  were  unfit 
to  administer  a  great  province  like 
Uganda,  and  the  work  ought  to  be 
relegated  to  a  department  whose  forte 
was  not  so  much  diplomacy  as  administra- 
tion. The  noble  Lord  had  answered 
this  charge,  and  in  doing  so  had  com- 
pletely proved  the  case.  He  told  the 
Committee  that  Sir  Harry  Johnston's 
Report  had  been  at  the  Foreign  Office 
for  a  week,  but  that  the  Foreign  Secre- 
tary had  not  seen  it,  and  he  himself  had 
iiot  seen  it,  and  it  was  only  on  that  day, 
when  he  saw  a  question  on  the  Paper, 
that  he  had  hurried  it  oflf  to  the  printer. 
Surely  this  instance  was  enough  to 
P^ve  that  the  wheels  of  the  Foreign 
Office  moved  too  slowly,  and  they  were 
unfit  for  the  bustle  of  an  administrative 
^ork.  The  noble  Lord  had  deprecated 
criticism,  because  Sir  Harry  Johnston 
wag  in  this  country.  It  was  to  be  hoped 
that  when  he  called  at  the  Foreign  Office 


he  would  be  treated  with  greater  respect 
than  his  Report  had  been,  and  not  kept 
waiting  there  a  whole  week  before  he 
received  any  attention  at  all.  If  the 
Foreign  Office  are  to  continue  to 
administer  Uganda,  then  something  must 
be  done  to  rouse  the  Foreign  Office. 
He  had  been  deeply  interested  in  the  Re- 
port read  by  the  noble  Lord  as  to  the  pro- 
ducts of  Uganda.  They  had  heard  of  wild 
asses  and  orchids — sometimes  they  were 
associated — and  they  had  heard  of  various 
useful  and  ornamental  things  which 
deUghted  the  heart  and  nostrils  of  man. 
But  what  struck  him  most  was  to  hear 
that  the  people  of  Uganda  had  a  great 
thirst  for  education.  He  wondered 
whether  a  way  might  not  here  be  found 
out  of  the  difficulty  we  were  in  by  sending 
Education  Bill  No.  2  to  them.  He  was 
sure  they  would  appreciate  it  much 
more  than  the  people  of  this  country 
do,  and  it  would  be  a  very  happy  way 
out  of  the  difficulty.  The  Government 
does  not  know  what  to  do  with  it ;  the 
country  does  not  want  it ;  and  if  we 
could  make  the  Ugandese  a  present'of  it 
it  might  be  very  helpful  to  everyone. 

Colonel  WILLIAMS  (Dorsetshire,  W.) 
said  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Kilkenny  had  only  shown  his 
ignorance  of  the  condition  of  things  in 
Uganda.  No  doubt  upon  the  borders, 
where  they  got  into  the  Congo  Free 
State,  the  tribes  were  very  debased, 
but  that  was  not  so  with  regard  to  the 
whole  of  the  Protectorate.  It  had  been 
said  that  there  were  not  more  than 
seven  or  eight  Europeans  in  the  whole 
of  Uganda — seven  or  eight  settlers.  Of 
course  there  was  no  means  of  arriving 
at  what  number  of  settlers  there  were, 
but  considering  that  there  were  jthirty 
or  forty  European  missionaries  in 
Uganda,  of  whom  a  good  many  were 
ladies  and  laymen,  and  that  there  were 
a  considerable  number  of  French  priests 
of  the  Roman  CathoUc  faith 

Mr.  O'MARA  said  that  he  had 
quoted  from  the  same  Report  as  the 
noble  Lord  had  quoted  from ;  they  were 
then  speaking  of  trade,  and  the  noble 
Lord  had  given  rather  a  sanguine  view 
of  the  country ;  and  he  had  pointed  out 
that  Sir  Harry  Johnston  had  said  that 
there  were  only  eleven  European  settlers 
—traders.  Digitized  by  LjOOglC 
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Colonel  WILLIAMS  said  the  hon. 
Member  spoke  of  the  Ught  way  with 
which  the  subject  had  been  treated  by 
the  noble  Lord.  The  Committee  would, 
perhaps,  allow  him  to  say  that  Uganda 
had  a  very  great  future  before  it.  It 
was  inhabited  by  a  tribe  which  was  the 
most  intelligent  in  Central  Africa — a 
tribe  who  had  such  a  high  state  of  civiUsa- 
tion  of  their  own  that  the  Commissioner 
had  intrusted  to  them  a  large  part  of  the 
administration  of  the  country.  They 
were  a  people  who  took  naturally  to 
learning,  and  who  not  only  educated 
themselves  as  far  as  they  could,  but  had 
a  great  desire  to  spread  that  education 
amongst  their  neighbours.  He  beUeved 
if  we  could  only  get  hold  of  this  people 
by  following  up  the  efforts  that  had  been 
made  by  missionary  societies  during  the 
last  ten  years,  we  should  establish  in 
Uganda  a  state  of  things  which  would  be 
of  the  greatest  advantage  to  the  Empire. 
It  had  been  stated  that  the  Protectorate 
was  nothing  but  a  swamp.  It  was 
nothing  of  the  kind.  A  great  part  of  the 
country,  so  far  from  being  a  swamp,  lay 
at  an  altitude  in  which  Europeans  could 
live  and  work,  and  if  there  were  now 
only  a  few  settlers  the  reason  was  that  the 
cost  of  transport  to  the  coast  was  so 
great.  When  the  railway  was  finished, 
in  connection  with  which  mistakes  had 
no  doubt  been  made,  it  would  bring  down 
to  the  coast  a  large  mass  of  produce 
which  would  be  extremely  valuable,  and 
would  make  the  province  a  real  outlet 
for  our  surplus  population,  and  be 
another  Cape  Colony  in  its  credit  to 
England. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
K)  said  he  should  not  have  intervened 
in  this  discussion  but  for  the  remarks  of 
the  last  speaker,  who  had  charged  his 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  South 
Kilkenny  with  a  certain  amount  of 
ignorance.  There  were  some  points, 
however,  upon  which  the  Irish  could  not 
be  accused  of  ignorance.  They  knew 
that  miUions  were  being  spent  out  there 
without  any  return,  whilst  at  home 
they  found  the  greatest  difficulty  in 
getting  a  few  pounds  to  promote  any 
useful  purpose,  and  that  they  were 
always  called  upon  to  pay  their  share 
of  this  useless  expenditure.  There  was 
no  ignorance  on  those  points,  and  he 
considered  that  the  protest  of  the  hon. 


j  Member  for  South  Kilkenny  was  amply 
'  justified 

I     Colonel  WILLIAMS  said  he  did  not 
1  suggest    that    the    hon.    Member    did 
I  not  know  all  about  Ireland  he  suggested 
he  was  ignorant  of  Uganda. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  contended 
that  so  long  as  Ireland  was  called  upon 
to   pay   her   share   of  this   expenditure 
Irish    Members    were   justified  in  pro- 
testing  against   it.     He    was    surprised 
;  that  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Belfast 
;  should  have  approved  of  this  expenditure, 
because  the  hon.  Gentleman,  although 
i  he  did  not  agree  with  Nationalist  Mem- 
'  bers,  must  be  aware  that  while  Ireland 
!  required  so  much  to  be  done  to  develop 
I  her  resources  it  was  so  very  diflScult  to 
I  obtain  any  assistance  from  the  Govern- 
ment for  that  purpose,  and  that  being 
;  so  it  was  most  unjust  to  ask  Ireland  to 
j  contribute  so  much  from  the  Irish  point 
I  of  view.     If  the  Government   were  so 
anxious  to  develop  Uganda  and  spread 
'  civilisation  and  education  in  that  Pro- 
tectorate, they  were  quite  entitled  to  do 
so,  but  they  should  do  it  at  their  own 
expense ;  though  the  people  in  Ireland 
were  benighted  enough  to  believe  that 
the  people  in  Uganda  would  be  very  much 
better  oflf  if  left  to  themselves.    They 
beheved  that  the  pursuance  of  the  policy 
of  the  Government  must  result  in  the 
future,  as  it  had  done  in  the  past,  in  the 
shedding    of    blood    and    the    greatest 
injustice  to  the  people.     England  could 
not  expect  everybody  on  the  face  of  the 
globe    to    accept   the    British    ideas  of 
civiUsation,  and  he  believed  that  if  left 
I  to    themselves   these   people    would  be 
I  infinitely  better  off  than  if  they  were 
dragooned    into    accepting    the   British 
system  of  civiUsation.     But  if  England 
I  persisted  they  must  pay  for  it.    Irish 
I  Members  protested  because  they  would 
not  go  back  to  their  own  constituencies 
I  and  admit  that  while  they  were  unable 
to   obtain    money   to    develop   Ireland 
they     were     obliged     to     vote    large 
sums  to   develop  Uganda.     The   whole 
expenditure  on  Uganda  was  worse  than 
useless.     Millions   were  being  expended 
on  a  railway  from  nowhere  to  nowhere, 
which  would  never  make  any  return  for 
the  enormous  sums  spent  upon  it,  and 
yet  these  grants  were  made  when  money 
was  wanted  ^Q,.b^^^g|^  He  was 
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astonished  at  the  action  taken  by  those 
who  claimed  for  themselves  that  they 
were  the  representatives  of  the  democracy 
of  this  country.  If  ever  there  was  a 
case  in  which  the  Liberal  party  ought 
to  come  down  and  oppose  at  every  stage, 
it  was  this  Vote.  Yet,  although  they 
were  voting  a  £200,000  grant  for 
Uganda  there  was  not  a  single  protest 
from  any  Member  of  the  Liberal  party. 
Some  of  them,  he  beUeved,  were  dining 
out  somewhere.  If  they  would  give  up 
these  new-fangled  ideas  of  dining  out, 
and  would  come  down  to  their  places 
and  protest  against  such  expenditure  as 
this,  the  country  would  be  better  pleased. 
The  speech  of  the  noble  Lord  had  re- 
minded him  very  much  of  the  speech  of 
an  auctioneer  who  wished  to  dispose  to 
advantage  of  an  undesirable  property, 
and  had  discoursed  upon  all  the  advan- 
tages that  he  could  possibly  find  in  it. 
He  was  also  reminded  by  that  speech  of  a 
lady  in  one  of  Dickens's  novels  named 
Mrs.  Jellyby,  who  neglected  her  home, 
her  children,  and  her  own  work  in  order 
that  she  might  apply  herself  with  all 
her  heart  and  soul  to  raising  up  the 
natives  of  the  district  of  Borrioboola-Gha, 
in  Africa.  That  was  what  the  Govern- 
ment were  doing ;  they  were  neglecting 
all  their  duties  at  home,  and  the  whole 
energies  of  the  Foreign  Office  and  Colonial 
were  directed,  not  to  the  interests  of  the 
British  people,  but  to  the  inhabitants 
of  this  Borrioboola-Gha — Uganda.  He 
was  reminded  of  another  creation  of 
Charles  Dickens's  by  the  speech  of  the 
noble  Lord.  He  was  reminded  of  the 
interesting  gentleman  who  induced 
Martin  Chuzzlewit  and  Mark  Tapley  to 
go  to  the  City  of  Eden,  a  city  which 
"oflPered  large  opportunities  for  young 
nien  of  energy."  He  ventured  to  say 
that  anybody  who  was  deluded  by  the 
promises  held  out  by  the  noble  Lord  with 
reference  to  Uganda  would  have  the 
same  awakening  with  regard  to  that 
country  which  Martin  Chuzzlewit  and 
Mark  Tapley  had  with  regard  to  Eden 
when  they  set  foot  in  that  city.  This 
matter  was  being  treated  as  if  it  were 
only  a  small  matter,  but  as  a  matter  of 
tact  it  was  a  very  serious  one,  involving 
an  annual  expenditure  of  something  like 
^200,000  by  way  of  grants  in  aid  and  of 
^5,000,000  sterUng  for  a  railway  which 
^P  to  the  present  had  given  no  return 
whatever  for  the  money  already  expended. 
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These  Protectorates  were  the  very  things 
which    weakened   the    British    Empire. 
The  British  Empire  was  wide  enough  as 
it  was,  and  it  would  be  infinitely  better 
if  the   Government  concentrated  their 
attention  upon  developing  and  defending 
and  looking  after  territories  which  were 
naturally  theirs  and  inhabited  by  white 
,  people  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  than 
j  pursuing  their  present  policy  with  regard 
1  to  Uganda,  which  involved  the  expendi- 
ture of  miUions  of  money  upon  a  country 
unsuitable    in    chmate    for    Europeans, 
I  and  upon  a  people  unsuited  to  British 
\  civiUsation.     He  protested  against  such 
I  wasteful  and  wanton  expenditure. 

i  '^^  Mr.  WEIR^said^  that^no  one  would 
j  charge  the  noble  Lord  with  lack  of 
'  courage  with  regard  to  this  matter.  He 
had  performed  a  feat  the  like  of  which 
had  never  been  witnessed  during  the 
last  ten  years.  The  noble  Lord  had  come 
down  and  spoken  for  forty  minutes  with 
an  old  Report  in  his  hand.  Why  was  not 
the  Committee  supplied  with  the 
Commissioners*  last  Report  1  Why 
did  not  he  give  Sir  Harry  Johnston 
the  opportunity  of  sitting  in  the 
Distinguished  Strangers'  Gallery  tolisten 
to  the  debate  raised  upon  his  Report  *? 
The  proper  thing  to  do  would  be  to  with- 
draw Item  A  from  discussion  altogether 
until  the  Report  of  Sir  Harry  Johnston  is 
in  the  hands  of  the  Committee.  It  is 
unfair  to  the  Committee  that  business 
should  be  conducted  in  this  manner.  He 
objected  to  nearly  £200,000  going 
to  Uganda  when  he  could  not  get  even  a 
little  money  to  provide  a  suitable 
steamer  for  the  Stornoway  mail 
service.  The  noble  Lord  had  drawn 
a  picture  of  a  brilliant  future  for 
Uganda.  He  had  said  that  it  would  be 
great  and  prosperous,  and  that  we  should 
do  a  large  trade.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
who  had  moved  the  reduction  had  in- 
formed the  Committee  that  the  popula- 
tion was  diminishing.  Under  those  cir- 
cumstances would  the  noble  Lord  make 
some  inquiries,  and  see  whether  that 
statement  was  correct,  because  he  could 
only  assume  that  if  it  were  so  the 
Germans  were  pouring  their  poisonous 
gin,  rum,  and  whisky  into  the  country. 
The  noble  Lord  drew  a  charming  picture, 
and  likened  the  country  to  that  of  Scot- 
land, but  he  would  point  out  that  the 
mountains  of  Scotland  did  not  produce 
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wild  asses.  It  was  said  that  the  protec- 
torates would  be  opened  up  to  trade  in 
manufactured  goods ;  but  if  the  people 
went  about  in  the  state  of  Adam 
and  Eve  before  the  fall,  what  goods 
would  they  purchase  ]  He  did  not 
see  how  the  magnificent  trade  which 
was  spoken  of  was  to  be  opened  up. 
The  noble  Lord  said  that  wheat  and 
barley  and  oats  would  be  obtained  from 
the  country,  but  as  long  as  they  allowed 
poisonous  drink  from  Germany  to  be 
imported,  the  wheat,  the  barley,  and 
the  oats  would  be  exchanged  for  drink. 
He  hoped  the  system  of  education  would 

be  conducted  diflf erently  from  what  it  was    ^__ .    _ 

in  some  parts  of  the  Highlands  of  |  slavery  had  been  already  discussed,  and 
Scotland.  Imagine  a  Uganda  child  i  many  hon.  Members  thought  that  they 
being  sent  to  a  school  to  be  taught  |  had  had  a  very  unsatisfactory  answer 
EngSsh  without  anyone  to  interpret  the  from  the  noble  Lord.  His  short  experience 
meaning  of  it  ]  That  was  the  policy  |  showed  him  that  whether  a  Liberal  or  a 
which  was  undertaken  by  the  Govern- '  Conservative  happened  to  be  in  charge 
ment  in  many  parts,  including,  he  might  of  these  great  Protectorates,  it  did  not 
mention,  Malta.  He  would  appeal  to  the  seem  to  rest  with  the  Minister  but  with 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  to  remember  .  the  Department,  and  he  felt  it  was  time 
the  home  of  his  childhood that  the  administration  of  these  great 


between  parties  in  the  House.  It  was  not 
confined  to  the  party  now  in  power  ;  it 
went  back  to  the  time  when  the  party 
opposite  were  in  power ;  and  the  same 
criticisms  that  they  had  heard  during  the 
evening  were  then  employed.  With 
reference  to  the  detestable  form  of  slavery 
which  all  Englishmen  felt  was  a  disgrace 
in  any  British  possession,  he  had  heard 
many  discussions  on  the  subject  during 
the  short  time  he  had  been  in  the  House. 
But  he  must  say  that  successive  Under 
Secretaries  for  Foreign  Affairs  had  not 
impressed  many  hon.  Members  with  the 
administrative  power  that  they  had 
brought  to  bear  on  it.     The  question  of 


The  deputy  CHAIRMAN:  The 
hon.  Gentleman  must  confine  his  obser- 
vations to  Uganda. 

*Mr.  WEIR  said  his  contention  was 
that  the  large  sum  of  money  which  was 
being  expended  might  be  used  to  better 


possessions  should  be  taken  from  the 
Foreign  Office,  which  was  a  diplomatic 
office,  having  plenty  to  do  with  European 
and  other  complications,  and  put  under 
the  Colonial  Office.  They  had  had 
much  to  convince  them  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Colonial  Office  that  affairs 


advantage  in  Scotland  or  Ireland.  It  |  could  not  be  managed  worse  and  would  be 
was  a  wicked  thing  to  sink  £5,000,000  managed  very  much  better  by  an  office 
in  Uganda.  The  noble  Lord  put  forward  |  and  staff  accustomed  to  administration, 
an  old  Report  in  ordertothrow  dust  in  the  rather  than  by  an  office  and  ^^f  f^ 
eyes  of  the  Committee.  It  was  unfair  and  ;  did  not  seem  to  be  able  to  get  hold  of  the 
unjust   to  ask  the  poor   crofters   and  !  executive  power  of  administration  that 


fishermen  he  represented  to  pay  their 
quota  of  the  enormous  sum  expended 
year  after  year  by  the  Government,  who 
would  not  take  the  advice  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  in  the  matter 
of  economy. 

Mr.  J.  W.  WILSON  (Worcestershire, 
N.)  said  he  could  not  help  thinking 
that  while  they  had  had  many  amusing 
speeches  during  the  evening  they  had  had 
very  little  help  or  criticism  with  regard 
to  the  future  of  Uganda,  for  which 
this  country  was  responsible.  From 
what  they  had  heard  during  the  last 
five  or  six  years,  he  believed  there  was  a 
great  future  for  Uganda,  and  especially 
for  the  railway.  But  the  whole  subject 
had    been   a  great  bone  of  contention 

Mr.  Wdr. 


was  required.  That  was  the  conclusion 
he  had  derived  from  the  history  of  the 
last  ten  years.  The  subject  had  always 
been  a  bone  of  contention  between  the 
two  parties  in  the  House,  and  he  felt  that 
the  reply  of  the  Under  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs  was  a  further  illustration 
of  that.  He  hoped,  however,  that  a 
change  would  be  brought  about  before 
long. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  said  that 
unless  some  hon.  Member  desired  to 
divide  on  the  Vote  he  did  not  intend  to 
press  the  motion  to  a  division.  He 
appealed  to  hon.  Members  to  haje  a 
division  at  once  if  they  desired  it,  w 
order  that  the  discussion  might  be 
directed  to  the  next  item. 
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*Mr.  O'MARA  said  that  his  statement 
that  the  net  result  of  all  the  expenditure 
under  the  Vote  had  been  that  eleven 
traders  had  settled  in  Uganda  had  been 
challenged.  An  hon.  Gentleman  op- 
posite had  stated  that  there  were  also 
from  thirty  to  forty  missionaries  in  the 
country — but  would  they  be  regarded 
as  a  financial  asset  ?  Sir  Henry  Colville, 
in  his  very  interesting  book  on  Uganda, 
stated  that  the  missionaries  were  partly 
Roman  Catholic  and  partly  Protestant, 
that  the  inhabitants  were  equally  divided 
between  the  sects,  and  that  they  spent 
their  time  in  fighting  each  other, with  the 
result  that  Uganda  was  no  better  than 
Belfast  on  the  1 2th  of  July.  The  mission- 
aries were  not  a  financial  asset,  and  the 
only  result  of  the  expenditure  was  the 
settling  down  of  eleven  traders.  That 
result,  in  his  opinion,  did  not  justify 
the  expenditura 

Sir    FRANCIS    EVANS  (Maidstone) 
said  he  deprecated    anything  that  had 
been  said   against  the   Uganda   Protec- 
torates.    His    business    was    connected 
with  the  East  Coast  of  Africa,  and  he 
wished  to  say  that  he  upheld  in  every 
particular  all  that  had  been  done  by  the 
Government  to   develop  that   country. 
There  was  an  enormous  country  stretch- 
ing away  from  Mombasa  to  the  lakes,  and 
England  would  be  foolish  in  the  extreme 
if  she  allowed  the  chance  of  developing 
it  to  escape  her.    There  was  not  a  step 
taken  in  connection  with  the  Uganda 
Railway    or    the    development    of    the 
Protectorates  that  he  was  not  in  hearty 
sympathy  with.     It  was  his  business  to 
know  something  of  the  country  and  its 
coast,  and  he  was  sorry  to  have  heard 
remarks  deprecating  the  small  expendi- 
ture that  had  been  incurred.    [An  Hon. 
Member  :    Seven  millions  !]    What  was 
seven  millions  ?    Why,  the  interest  was 
only  £150,000  a  year.     What  was  that 
compared  with  the  great   wealth  that 
lay  behind  the  coast  1    They  who  were 
only  too  anxious  to  run  along  that  coast 
and  benefit  by  the  trade  coming  down  to 
it,  would  say  that  England  would  be 
^aost  foolish  indeed  if  she  had  abandoned 
J^t  great  country.    There  had  never 
^n  a    wiser   policy   followed   by   any 
^vernment  than  the  policy  of  expending 
«ioney  on  the   Uganda    RaUway.     He 
Knew  very  well  that  fault  had  been  found 
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'  with  that  expenditure,  which,  however, 

'  was    as     nothing    compared    with    the 

I  revenue  that  would  be  derived  from  the 
country.     He  hoped  that  nothing  more 

I  would  be  said  against  the  action  of  the 
Government.  When  the  Government 
were  at  fault  no  one  was  more  ready  than 

!  he  was  to  oppose  them,  but  when  they 
were  right,  when  they  were  pursuing 
a  wise  policy  and  doing  the  best  they 

I  could  for  the  Empire  they  ought  to  be 
supported.  He  did  not  agree  with  the 
Government  in  all  things,  but  he  agreed 
with  them  in  reference  to  Uganda.  Let 
them  go  on  as  they  were  going  and  the 
Empire    would    receive    much    greater 

t  benefit  than  could  be  measured  by  the 
amount  of  the  expenditure. 

!     Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  said  that 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  com- 
pelled him  to  say  a  few  words   by  way  of 
rejoinder.    The  hon.  Gentleman  from  his 
point  of  view  might  be  perfectly  right 
,  and  perhaps,  as  he  had  forecasted,  great 
benefit  would  result  to  England  from 
.  that  expenditure.     But  why  should  his 
poor  constituents  in  Clare  be  asked  to 
embark  a  single  shilling  in  the  enter- 
prise. The  hon.  Gentleman  said,  after  all, 
what  was  £150,000  1    From  the  English 
I  point  of  view  that  might  be  all  very  W|^ll, 
I  but  his  constituents  were  not  in  a  position 
to  talk  in  that  lordly  way.     Let  them 
I  develop  the  Empire  and  build  railways 
I  in  every  hole  and  corner  in  Africa  and 
,  make  markets,  but  let  them  not  in  the 
name  of  common  fairness  and  honesty 
ask  the  poverty  stricken  people  of  Ireland, 
who  found  it  hard  enough  to  make  both 
ends  meet,  to  bear  part  of  the  expendi- 
ture.    After  all,  Ireland  never  expected 
to  get  the  slightest  return    for  the  ex- 
"  penditure.     He  did  not  object    to  the 
hon.   Gentleman's   wealthy,   magnificent 
point  of  view,  but  it  was  quite  different 
I  with  the  people  of  Ireland,  who  were  hard 
put  to  it  to  keep  body  and  soul  together. 
I  If  England  wanted  to  pursue  that  policy, 
,  let  her  pay  the  expense  herself,  and  not 
i  be  mean  enough  to  ask  Ireland  to  bear  a 
'  share  of  it. 

I     Question  put. 


The  Committee   divided  :    Ayes,    77  ; 
Noes,  169.    (Division  List  No.  54 

Digitized  by ' 


%Wgi^ 


1067 


Supply — CivU 


{COMMONS }  Service  EsHmaies, 


1068 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.E.) 

Alleii,Charle8P.  (Glouc.,Stroud 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Bell,  Richard 

Boland,  John 

Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 

Caldwell,  James 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Craig,  Robert  Hunter 

Crean,  Eugene 

CuUinan,  J. 

Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

De war, John  A.  (Inverness-sh.) 

Delany,  William 

Dilke,  Sir  Charles 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 

Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Field,  WUliam 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 


Acland-Hood,  CaptSir  Alex.F. 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Allhusen,  Augustus  Henry  E. 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  CoL  James  Robert 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,Rt.Hon.  A.J.  (Manc*r) 
Balf  our,RtHnGerald  W.  ( Leeds) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Bathurst,  Hon.  AllenBenjamin 
Beach,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bri8tol) 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bigwood,  James 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull.  William  James 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Butcher,  John  George 
Cavendi8h,V.C.W.(Derbyshire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,RtHon.J.(Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  Austen  (Worc*r 
Charrington,  Spencer 
ChurchiU,  Winston  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colville,  John 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  N.) 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 


AYES. 
Gilhooly,  James 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Hay  den,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hem|)hill,  Rt.Hon.  Charles  H. 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
I^eamy,  Edmund 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
M'Cann,  James 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
O'Brien,  Kendal(Tipperary  Mid 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  Jame8(Wicklow,W.) 
O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 

NOES. 

Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Dorington,  Sir   John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Durning- Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  WiUiam  H. 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Evans,SirFrancisH.(Maid8tone 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Fergusson,RtHnSirJ(Manch'r  ! 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst  | 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne  | 
Fisher,  William  Hayes  i 

Fitzroy,  Hon.  Edward  Algernon  | 
F08ter,Philip  S.(Warwick,S.W. 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gordon,MajEvans.(T'rH'mlet8 
Gorst,Rt.  Hon  Sir  John  Eldon 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
Greene,SirE.W(B'rySEdm'nd8 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Gretton,  John 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hamilton,RtHnLordG(Midd'x 
Hamilton,Marq.of(L'donderry 
Hanbury  ,Rt.  Hon.Robert  Wm. 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,  Arthur  Howard^  Hanley 
Heath,James(Staffords.,N.W.) 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hope,J.F.(Sheffield,Bright8ide 
Hqult,  Joseph 


O'DonneU,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 

O'Dowd,  John 

O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 

O'MaUey,  William 

O'Mara,  James 

O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 

O'Shee,  James  John 

Partington,  Oswald 

Rea,  Russell 

Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  ( Waterford 

Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 

Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 

Sullivan,  Donal 

Taylor,  Theodore  Cooke 

Tomkinson,  James 

TuUy,  Jasper 

Weir,  James  Galloway 

White,- Luke  (Yorks,  E.R.) 

WhiUey,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 

Young,  Samuel 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  W'illiam'  R«»dmond  and 
Mr.  Power. 


Howard,  John(Kent,  Faversh.) 
Howard,  J.  (Midd.,Tottenham) 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Knowles,  Lees 

Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Lee,  ArthurH(  Hant8.,Farehain 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Curric 
Long,Col.Charle8W^  ( Evesham) 
Long,Rt.Hn.Walter(Bristol,S.) 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lucas, Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Lucas,ReginaldJ.(Port8mouth 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Calmont,Col.H.L.B.(Camb8. 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Maxwell,  W  J  H.(  Dumfriesshire 
Middlemore,  J.  Thro^morton 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacv 
More,Robt.Jasper(Shrop8hire) 
Morgan,DavidJ.(Waltham8t'w 
Morgan,Hn.Fred.(Monm'th8h. 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morris,  Hon.  Martin  Henry  F. 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  A.(Deptford 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,Rt.HnAGraham(Bute 
Newdigate,  Francis  Alexander 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Pea8e,HcrbertPike(Darlington 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
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Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
ShawStewart.  M.H.(Renfrew) 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  James  Parker  (Lanarks 
Smith,Hon.W.F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  £.  (Chichester) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
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Purvis,  Robert 

Pym,  C.  Guy 

Randies,  John  S. 

Rankin«  Sir  James 

Ratcliff,  R.  F. 

Reid,  James  (Greenock) 

Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 

Renwick,  George 

Rickett,  J.  Compton 

Ridley,Hon.M.W.(Stalybridge) 

Ridley,S.Forde(BethnalGreen) 

Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.Chas.Thomson 

Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 

Round,  James 

Russell,  T.  W. 

Rutherford,  John 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  said  the  most 
conspicuous  example   of    the  failure  of 
Foreign  Office  finance  and  administra-  i 
tion  was  afforded  by  the  British   East  I 
Africa   Protectorate.     Every  year  since  | 
that  territory  came  under  the  control  of  i 
the  Foreign  Office  there  had  been  two  I 
Votes  brought  in,  and  very  often  the  | 
supplementary^^had  been  larger  than  the 
original  Vote.     In  1900,  when  a  large 
Supplementary    Vote    was     asked    for,  1 
the  present  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
promised    a    substantial    reduction   this 
year,   but    notwithstanding  that  assur- 
ance the  Committee  were  asked  to  pass 
a  Supplementary  Vote  of  a  larger  amount 
than   the    normal    estimate.  The    usual 
explanation  of  the  excess  had  been  given, 
namely,  that  it  was  the  result  of  a  war. 
The  Foreign  Office  so  managed  its  affairs 
in  British    East   Africa,   as    well   as   in 
Uganda,  that  it  was  constantly  engaged 
in  wars.     In  the  Papers  supplied  to  the 
Committee,  the  Foreign  Office  pointed 
out  how  absolutely  worthless  the  nor- 
thern portion  of  this  territory  was,  and 
as  a  reason  for  the  continuance  of  the 
war  in  the  present  case,  it  was  stated  on 
page  48,  that— 

"some  show  of  military  force  should  be  main- 
teined  in  Jubaland,  since  we  have  spent  so 
much  money  and  trouble  upon  it,  in  order  to 
impress  upon  the  Somalis  the  fact  that  we  are 
not  retiring  from  it." 

That  was  the  best  reason  the  Foreign 
Office  was  able  to  give.  He  was  not, 
and  had  never  pretended  to  be,  an 
economist ;  he  believed  in  a  large  ex- 
penditure— an  expenditure  even  larger 
^han  that  incurred  at  present  —  but 
he  did  not  believe  that  any  and  every 
expenditure  was  justifiable.  In  the 
present  state   of   the  national  finances 

VOL.  XC3VIL      [Fourth  Series.] 


{19  July  1901}  Service  Estimates. 


1070 


Wason,  J  ohnGathoart(  Orkney 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vemon- 
Whiteley,H.  (A8hton-un.-Lyne 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset^ 
Wil8on,A.  Stanley  (York,E.R.> 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wil8on,J.  W.  (Worcestersh.N.) 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wolflf,  Gustav  Wllhelm 
Wortley,  Rt.Hon.C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


they  must  surely  choose  between  that 
which  was  essential  to  the  country  and 
that  which  was  not.  The  gross  waste 
that  had  taken  place  in  British  East 
Africa,  and  the  gigantic  expenditure 
now  being  incurred  without  the  Foreign 
Office  officials  out  there  even  professing 
that  they  would  be  able  to  show  any 
return  for  the  money,  was  absolutely 
deplorable,  and  contrary  to  the  highest 
interests  of  the  country.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Maidstone,  in  an  impassioned 
speech,  had  spoken  with  pecuHar  know- 
ledge, and  perhaps  peculiar  interest,  in 
reference  to  this  question.  The  Uganda 
Railway  spent  between  103  and  104 
rupees  a  ton  on  British  coal,  perhaps 
carried  by  the  hon.  Member,  who, 
with  his  great  fleet  of  ships  parading  the 
coast  of  Africa,  was,  of  course,  in  favour 
of  the  annexation  of  the  whole.  The 
hon.  Member  naturally  did  not  pick  and 
choose  his  parts  of  Africa,  but  the  Com- 
mittee ought  to  do  so,  and  to  see  some 
chance  of  obtaining  a  return  for  the 
money  expended.  The  case  of  British 
East  ^  frica  was  an  example  of  the 
extraordinary  rashness  with  which  thia 
ountry  had  rushed  into  territcrial 
annexations — which  he  would  be  the 
first  to  welcome  if  he  thought  they 
added  to  the  strength  of  the  Empire, 
but  which  he  deplored  and  regretted 
when  they  added  to  our  responsibilities 
without  conferring  any  benefit  upon  us. 
He  moved  to  reduce    he  Vote  by  £100. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  propo  ed/ 
**  That  Item  C  (British  East  Africa^ 
Grant-in-Aid)  be  reduced  by  £100."— 
(Sir  Charles  Dilke,) 

Sir  FRANCIS  EVANS  said  he  recog- 
nised the  extensive  knowledge  possessed 
by    the    right    hon.    Baronet    of    many 
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subjects  concerning  all  parts  of  the 
world,  but  he  had  betrayed  a  lack  of 
knowledge  in  his  references  to  himself. 
He  did  not  carry  the  coal  used  in  Uganda, 
and  therefore  the  bias  which  had  been 
suggested  did  not  exist.  It  was  said 
that  it  had  cost  £7,000,000  to  build  the 
railway  from  Mombasa  to  the  lakes. 
He  maintained,  and  he  believed  that 
future  years  would  bear  out  the  state- 
ment, that  there  had  never  been  a  wiser 
expenditure  on  the  part  of  this  country 
in  any  new  and  unopened  country  in  the 
world.  He  was  not  a  political  supporter 
of  the  Colonial  Secretary,  but  in  his 
opinion  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
never  taken  a  wiser  step  than  when,  in 
the  face  of  much  opposition,  he  pushed 
forward  the  Uganda  Railway.  It  was 
quite  true  that  for  many  a  mile  it  passed 
through  a  desert,  and  would  gather  no 
particular  trade  along  its  line  of  route ; 
but  once  it  touched  the  ake  district, 
and  got,  so  to  speak,  into  the  main 
channel  of  the  inner  line  in  East  Africa, 
it  would  touch  a  great  trade,  to  the  great 
benefit  of  this  country.  It  was  not 
necessary  to  enter  into  details  on  that 
point ;  it  was  rather  for  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  himself  to  defend  his  own 
schemes. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  \V.) :  I  am  very  much 
obliged  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  for  all  the 
kind  things  he  is  saying  about  me,  but  I 
am  afraid  he  is  saying  them  under  a  mis- 
apprehension. This  is  a  matter  which 
concerns  the  Foreign  Office,  not  the 
Colonial  Office,  and  any  praise  there  may 
be  must  be  given  to  that  Department. 

Sir  FRANCIS  EVANS  said  reference 
had  been  made  to  the  question  of  slavery 
and  the  small  amount  of  attention  paid 
to  it  by  the  Government.  His  father, 
with  whom  he  worked  for  many  years, 
was  president  of  the  Emancipation 
Society  of  this  country,  and  the  Govern- 
^ment  would  find  nobody  more  hostile 
than  himself  if  it  attempted  to  do  any- 
thing that  would  perpetuate  slavery  in 
any  part  of  the  world. 

The  deputy  CHAIRMAN  :  Order, 
order  !  I  must  remind  the  hon.  Member 
that  the  question  of  slavery  has  already 
been  discussed  and  disposed  of  on  the 
previous  Vote. 

Sir  Francis  Evans. 


Sir  FRANCIS  EVANS  said  he  desired 
to  make  only  one  point,  and  that  was  that 
there  was  no  greater  emancipator  than  a 
railway.  He  hoped  the  Foreign  Office 
would  continue  and  finish  the  railway 
in  spite  of  any  possible  opposition.  As 
to  £7,000,000  having  been  spent,  that 
represented  only  about  £170,000  or 
£1 75,000  a  year,  and  a  very  small  amount 
of  business  on  the  Uganda  Railway 
would  meet  every  shilling  of  it. 

Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  desired 
to  emphasise  the  remarks  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  as  to  the  absolute  worth- 
lessness  of  this  particular  place.  In  the 
Blue-book  just  published  it  was  stated 
by  the  local  Commissioner  that  Jubaland 
was  absolutely  worthless,  that  it  con- 
tained neither  natural  nor  artificial 
wealth,  that  it  was  the  most  desolate 
wilderness  he  ever  met  with,  and  that 
no  officer  in  his  force  would  care  to  take 
upon  himself  the  garrisoning  of  the 
country.  Sir  Charles  Elliott,  the  official 
superior  of  the  local  Commissioner,  stated 
that  the  country  was  not  worth  the 
money  expended  on  it,  and  that  it  con- 
sisted chiefly  of  scrub  and  sandy  desert. 
Surely  that  was  not  a  country  that  even 
the  most  ardent  Imperialist  or  Jin^ 
would  desire,  at  the  risk  of  the  lives  of 
British  officers,  to  add  to  the  Empire.  If 
to  maintain  this  worthless  country  it 
was  unavoidable  that  there  should  le 
British  officers  there,  he  hoped  the  policy 
foreshadowed  in  the  last  pages  of  the 
Report  would  be  carried  out,  and  the 
British  posts  withdrawn  to  the  coast?, 
where,  at  all  events,  an  adequate  force 
could  be  kept. 

Viscount  CRAN BORNE  said  the 
criticism  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  had  been 
singularly  unfair.  The  right  hon.  Centle 
man  must  have  been  aware  that  the 
Supplementary  Estimate  was  rendered 
necessary  by  an  expenditure  which  wan 
unavoidable.  When  a  British  official  wa.* 
murdered,  it  was  absolutely  necessan 
to  vindicate  the  authority  of  the  British 
Government,  and  the  sanctity  which 
ought  to  attach  to  the  hves  of  its  oflicials 
in  these  barbarous  regions.  No  doubt 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  present 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  had  expressed 
the  hope  that  there  would  be  no  more 
Supplementary  Estimates,  but  he  could 
not  have  foreseen  the  possibility  of  one 
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of  our  officials  being  killed,  and  the  con- 
sequent necessity  for  a  punitive  expe- 
dition. It  was  singularly  unfair  to  ignore 
the  explanation  he  himself  had  given  a 
short  time  ago,  and  to  regard  it  as  a  mere 
pretext  to  enable  the  Foreign  Office  to 
come  down  with  a  Supplementary  Esti- 
mate. That  was  a  senseless  form  of 
criticism  to  come  from  one  who  was  so 
well  quaUfied  as  the  right  hoa  Baronet 
to  offer  reasoned  criticism. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  pointed  out 
that  for  six  years  the  Foreign  Office  had 
annually  brought  in  Supplementary 
Estimates,  a  thing  which  no  other 
Department  had  ever  done. 

Viscount  CRANBORXE  said  it  was 
a  great  mistake  to  regard  the  whole  of 
East  Africa  as  being  of  the  character  of 
Jubaland.  Large  parts  of  the  country 
were  very  fertile,  and  it  was  hoped  they 
would  be  remunerative.  As  to  the  par- 
ticular districts  which  apparently  were 
not  fertile,  the  Foreign  Office  had  read 
and  appreciated  the  criticisms  made  by 
its  own  officials  on  the  spot.  It  had  to  be 
remembered,  however,  that  many  coun- 
tries that  we  had  occupied  had  at  first 
appeared  to  be  of  Uttle  value,  but  had 
afterwards  proved  to  be  of  great  value. 
For  the  present,  the  Government  in- 
tended to  develop  the  more  valuable  por- 
tions of  the  country  before  spending 
more  than  they  could  help  on  the  less 
valuable  parts,  and  that  he  thought  was 
a  very  business-like  method  of  procedure. 
In  these  circumstances,  all  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  do  in  Jubaland  was  not 
to  send  officials  flying  on  vague  missions 
into  the  interior,  but  to  hold  the  posts 
near  the  coast  which  we  at  present  occu- 
pied, with  a  view  to  developing,  at  a  future 
•date,  Jubaland,  and  especially  the  hinter- 


land, which  was  not  a  desert,  but  very 
valuable.  He  did  not  agree  with  the 
right  hon.  Baronet's  criticisms  of  Foreign 
Office  administration.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  might  usefully  study  the  work 
of  the  German  Protectorate.  The  Ger- 
mans were  making  a  very  gallant  attempt 
at  a  difficult  task,  and  they  had  been 
fairly  successful,  but  they  were  not  more 
successful  than  we  were ;  on  the  con- 
trary, they  were  less  successful.  If  the 
amount  of  money  we  had  spent  in  East 
Africa  was  compared  with  the  amount 
spent  by  the  Germans,  it  would  be  found, 
he  thought,  from  an  investigation  of  the 
Estimates  he  was  submitting  to  the  House 
that  we  were  going  to  make  a  very  much 
bettcT*  thing  of  it  than  the  Germans.  As 
to  the  Uganda  railway,  notwithstanding 
all  the  criticisms  that  had  been  passed 
upon  it,  it  had  in  point  of  fact  been  made, 
for  by  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  hoped  it 
would  be  completed  so  as  to  run  through 
trains.  The  cost  of  the  railway  per  mile 
was  not  much  more  than  the  amount 
the  Germans  proposed  to  spend  on  their 
railway,  and,  in  view  of  the  enormous 
physical  difficulties  of  the  country  that 
had  to  be  crossed  by  our  railway,  he 
thought  it  would  be  admitted  that  ours 
was  the  cheaper  of  the  two.  He  there- 
fore could  not  admit  that  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Foreign  Office  was  open  to 
the  criticism  which  had  been  directed 
against  it.  In  his  view  we  should  show 
an  immense  want  of  confidence  in  our 
own  powers,  besides  throwing  away  the 
money  we  had  spent,  if  we  did  not  go  on 
to  earn  that  reward  for  our  exertions 
which  he  thought  we  deserved. 

Question  put. 

The   Committee  divided  : — Ayes,    75  ; 
Noes,  154.     (Division  List  No.  345.) 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E. 

Allen,  C.  P.  (Glouc,  Stroud) 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Bavley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Bell,  Bdchard 

Boliind,  John 

Brtinner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 

^Idwell,  James 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

"Planning,  Francis  Allston 

C^cyi  John  Joseph 

ColviUe,  John 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Craig,  Robert  Hunter 

Crean,  Eugene 


AYES. 

Cullinan,  J. 

Delany,  William 

Dewar,  John  A.  (Inverness  ah. 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Field,  William 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

GUhooly,  James 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Harrington,  Timothy 

Hay  den,  John  Patrick 

Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  Seale- 


Hemphill,  Rt  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Jones,  William  iCarnarvonsh. 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Lambert,  George 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leamy,  Edmund 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonneli,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
0*Brien,Kendal(Tipp©raryMid 
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O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  J.  P.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  James(  W  icklow,  W . ) 
O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 
ODonneU,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
O'Malfey,  WiUiam 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 


Acland-Hood.Capt  Sir  Alex.F. 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
AUhusen,  Augustus  Henry  E. 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,Rt.Hon.A.J.(Manch'r 
Balfour,RtHnGeraldW.(Leed8 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Bathurst,  Hon.AllenBenjamin 
Beach,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bri8tol) 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bond,  Edward 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Butcher,  John  George 
Cavendish,V.C.W.(  Derbyshire 
CayTser,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,Rt.  Hon.  J.  ( Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.Au8ten(Worc'r 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Durning-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  Hart 
Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (Maidstone) 
Fellowes,  Hon. Ailwyn  Edward 
Fergu88on,RtHn.SirJ.(Manc'r 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
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O'Shee,  James  John 

Partington,  Oswald 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Rea,  Russell 

Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.(Waterford) 

Redmond,  William  (Clare) 

Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 

NOES, 

Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fitzroy ,  Hon.  Edward  Alger  non 
Foster,PhilipS.(Warwick,S.W. 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gordon,MajEvans(T'rH'mlets 
Gorst,  Rt  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
Greene,SirEW(B'i7S  Edm'nds 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Gretton,  John 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hamilton,RtHn  LordG.(Mid'x 
Hamilton,Marqof(L'nd'nderry 
Hanbury,Rt.Hon.RobertWm. 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslet t.  Sir  James  Homer 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,  ArthurHoward(  Hanley 
Heath,  Jame8(Staflfords,N.W.) 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon -Hodge,RobertTrotter 
Hope,J.F.(Sheffield,Brightside 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Howard,  John(Kent,F'versh'm 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Knowles,  Lees 

Lambton,  Hon.  FrederickWm. 
I-«aw,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  .Grant 
Lee,  Arthur  H.(  Han  ts,Fareham 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Long,CoLCharlesW.  ( Evesham) 
Long,Rt.Hn.Walter(Bristol,S.) 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.,  Eskdale) 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Lucas,ReginaldJ.(  Portsmouth 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M* Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Calmont,Col.H.L.B.(Cambs. 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Maxwell.W.  J.H.(Dumfriessh. ) 
Moles  worth.  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,Robt.Jasper(Shropshire)  | 
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Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Tomkinson,  James 
TuUy,  Jasper 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth)' 
Tellers     for    the    Ayes — 

Sip  Charles  Dilke  and  Mr. 

Charles  Hobhouse. 


Morgan,DavidJ.(Walthamit'w 
Morgan,Hn.Fred(Monm'thsh> 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morris,  Hon.  Martin  Henry  F. 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,RtHnA.Graham(  Bute 
Newdigate,  Francis  Alexander 
OrrEwing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Pea8e,HerbertPike(  Darlington. 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Ratcliff,  R.  F. 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  George 
Ridley,non.M.W.  (Stalybridge^ 
Ridley,S.Forde(BethnalGreen) 
Ritchie,  Rt.Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson, Herbert  (Hackney) 
Round,  James 
RusseU,  T.  W. 
Rutherford,  John 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Seely, Charles  Hilton  ^Lincob) 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,M.H.(Renfrew) 
Smith,JamesParker(Lanark8.; 
Smith,  Hon.  W.F.  D.  (Strand> 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Sturt,Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wason,  J.  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
W^entworth.  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Wilson,A.  Stanley  ( York,E.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worcestersh.  N.)- 
W ilson-Todd,  Wm.  H.  (iorks.) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon  George 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — Sir 
W^illiam  Walrond  and  Mr. 
Anstruther. 


Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Objection  being  taken  to  further  pro- 
ceeding, the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  Report  to  the  House. 


Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Mon- 
day next ;  Committee  also  report  Pro- 
gress ;  to  sit  again  upon  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  at  i;en  minuter  after  Twelfe 
®^  ^^Si§l??^tD^^^  Monday  next. 
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EARL  OF  CAVAN. 
Ordered  and  Directed,  by  the  Loi-ds 
Spiritual  and  Temporal  in  Parliament 
assembled,  That  a  Certificate  be  sent  by 
the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  Crown  in  Ireland,  stating  that  the 
Lord  Chancellor  of  the  United  Kingdom 
has  reported  to  the  House  of  Lords  that 
the  right  of  the  Earl  of  Cavan  to  vote  at 
the  elections  of  Representative  Peers  for 
Ireland  has  been  established  to  the  satis- 
faction of  him  the  said  Lord  Chancellor ; 
and  that  the  House  of  Lords  has  ordered 
such  Report  to  be  sent  to  the  said  Clerk  of 
the  Crown  in  Ireland ;  and  it  is  hereby 
also  Ordered,  That  the  said  Report  of  the 
said  Lord  Chancellor  be  sent  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  Crown  in  Ireland. 


PRIFATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 


\  STRATFORD-UPON-AVON,  TOWCES- 
i  TER,  AND  MIDLAND  JUNCTION, 
^  EAST  AND  WEST  JUNCTION,  AND 
«  EVESHAM,  REDDITCH,  AND  STRAT- 
^  FORD-UPON-AVON  JUNCTION  RAIL- 
^      WAY  COMPANIES  BILL. 

I  A  "witness  ordered  to  attend  the  Select 
^  Committee. 

I  SWANSEA   HARBOUR  BILL. 

^  Reported  from  the  Select  Committee, 
:§   with  Amendments. 

-^ 

-  CROMER  WATER  BILL. 

r  BIGGLESWADE  WATER  BOARD  BILL. 
I      Reported,  with  Amendments. 

"^  METROPOLITAN  DISTRICT  RAILWAY 
8  BILL. 

>; 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT   PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  11)  BILL. 

LONDON    UNITED   TRAMWAYS    BILL. 

STRATFORD  -  UPON  -  AVON,  TOW- 
CESTER,  AND  MIDLAND  JUNC- 
TION, EAST  AND  WEST  JUNCTION, 
AND  EVESHAM,  REDDITCH,  AND 
STRATFORD-UPON-AVON  JUNCTION 
RAILWAY  COMPANIES  BILL. 

Leave  given  to  the  Select  Committee 
to  continue  sitting  in  the  absence  of  the 
Lord  Headley. 

VOL.  XCVIL      [Fourth  Series.] 


METROPOLITAN  DISTRICT   RAILWAY 
BILL. 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee, 
with  Amendments. 

DERBY  CORPORATION  BILL. 
Moved,  "  That  the  Order  made  on  the 
21  St  day  of  March  last,  *  That  no  Private 
Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons 
shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  Thurs- 
day,  the  27th  of  June  next,'  be  dispensed 
with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2"  "  ; 
agreed  to :  Bill  read  2"  accordingly,  and 
committed;  the  Committee  to  be  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

LLANELLY    HARBOUR   BILL  [h.l.]. 

Standing  Order  No.  143a  considered 
(according  to  Order),  and  dispensed  with 
in  respect  of  the  said  Bill. 

LLANEU.Y  HARBOUR  BILL  [h.l.]. 
Read  3^,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

DUBLIN.  WICKLOW,  AND  WEXFORD 
RAILWAY  (NEW  ROSS  AND  WATER- 
FORD  EXTENSION)  BILL. 

Read  3^,  and  passed. 

WELLS   CORPORATION  WATER   BILL. 
Read  3^,  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

STALYBRIDGE,  HYDE.  MOSSLEY,  AND 
DUKINFIELD  TRAMWAYS  AND 
ELECTRICITY  BOARD  BILL. 

Read  3",  with  the  Amendments;  a 
further  Amendment  made;  Bill  passed, 
and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

BINGLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT   COUNCIL 
BILL. 

CALEDONIAN  RAILWAY  BILL. 

DERBYSHIRE      AND      NOTTINGHAM- 
SHIRE ELECTRIC  POWER  BILL. 

ECCLES  CORPORATION  BILL. 

GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY  BILL. 

KINGSTON-UPON-HULL  CORPORATION 
BILL. 

SWANAGE  GAS  AND  WATER  BILL. 
Returned  from  the  Commons,  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

DUBLIN    (EQUALISATION    OF    RATES) 
BILL. 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  Third  Reading 
read. 
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Earl  SPENCER  :  My  Lords,  I  ques- 
tipn  whether  it  is  desirable  to  proceed 
to  the  Third  Reading  of  this  Bill  to-night. 
It  is  an  important  Bill  which  opens 
up  very  grave  questions,  and  I  think 
noble  Lords  on  this  side  of  the  House 
and  other  noble  Lords  would  be  dis- 
posed to  move  some  Amendments. 
Notice  was  only  given  on  Friday,  and 
there  has  not  been  much  time  to  put 
down  Amendments.  I  think,  therefore, 
that  it  would  be  more  convenient  if  the 
Third  Reading  was  postponed. 

The  chairman  of  COMMITTEES 
(The  Earl  of  Morley)  :  I  quite  agree 
with  the  noble  Earl  that  if  Amendments 
are  to  be  moved  the  Third  Reading  of 
the  Bill  ought  to  be  postponed.  But  I 
would  remind  the  noble  Earl  that  the 
Bill  had  been  down  for  Third  Reading, 
and  that  I  put  it  off  on  Friday  so  as  to 
give  any  noble  Lord  who  thought  fit 
to  do  so  an  opportunity  of  moving  an 
Amendment.  I  will  put  the  Third 
Reading  down  for  Thursday. 

Bill  to  be  read  3^  on  Thursday  next. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDERS   (No.    4)   BILL. 

DUNDEE  CORPORATION    ORDER   CON- 
FIRMATION BILL. 

INVERGARRY    AND    FORT    AUGUSTUS 
RAILWAY  ORDER  CONFIRMATION  BILL. 

Read   3"  (according    to    Order),  and 


KIRKCALDY  AND  DYSART  WATER 
ORDER  CONFIRMATION    BILL  [h.l.]. 

Read  3^  (according  to  Order),  and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

LONDON    UNITED     TRAMWAYS     BILL. 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON,  TOWCESTER, 
AND  MIDLAND  JUNCTION,  EAST  AND 
WEST  JUNCTION,  AND  EVESHAM, 
REDDITCH,  AND  STRATFORD-UPON- 
AVON  JUNCTION  RAILWAY  COM- 
PANIES  BILL. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, that  the  Duke  of  Northumberland, 
the  Lord  Shute  (V.  Barrington),  and  the 
Lord  Braye  be  proposed  to  the  House 
as  members  of  the  Select  Committee 
on  the  said  Bills  in  the  place  of  the  Lord 
Saltoun,  the  Lord  Ribblesdale,  and  the 
Lord  Headley,   and  that  the   Duke  of 


Northumberland   be   Chairman  of  the 
said  Committee  ;  read,  and  agreed  ta 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT      PROVTSIGKAL 

ORDER   (PORT)  BILL. 
LOCAL     GOVERNMENT     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS    (HOUSING     OF     WORKING 

CLASSES)  (No.  2)  BILL. 

BELFAST  AND    NORTHERN    COUNTIES 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

DERBY  CORPORATION  BILL. 
Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, that  the  following  Lords  be  proposed 
to  the  House  to  form  the  Select  Com- 
mittee for  the  consideration  of  the  said 
Bills,  viz.  : — 

E.  Waldegrave. 
E.  Ilchester, 

V.  Clancarty  (R  Clancarty), 
L.  Kintore  (E.  Kintore), 
L.  Strathspey  (E.   Seafield); 
agreed  to  ;  and  the  said  Lords  appointed 
accordingly ;    the    Committee    to  meet 
on  Thursday  next,  at  Eleven  o'clock; 
and  all  petitions  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee,   with    leave    to   the    petitioners 
praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel  against 
the  Bills,  to  be  heard  as  desired,  as  also 
counsel  for  the  Bills. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,   ETC. 

BETTING. 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee 
(with  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee) 
made,  and  to  be  printed ;  Minutes  of 
evidence,  together  with  appendices,  laid 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  delivered  out. 
(No.  173.) 

QUEEN  ANNE'S  BOUNTY  BOARD. 

Report  from  the  Joint  Committee 
(with  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee) 
made,  and  to  be  printed ;  Miliutes  of 
evidence,  together  with  appendices,  laid 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  delivered  out. 
(No.  174.) 

ARMY  (VOLUNTEERS). 
Proposed  amendment  of  the  scheme 
relative  to  the  efficiency  of  Volunteers, 
under  Order  in  Council  dated  Slst  Julj, 
1880,  as  amended  by  subsequent  Orders 
(laid  before  the  House  on  Friday  last),  to 
be  printed.    (No.  175.) 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS'  OFFICES. 
First  Report   from    the    Select  Com- 
mittee made,  to  be  printed,  and  to  be 
considered  to-morrow.    (No.  176.) 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
No.    2666.    United    States   (Oregon), 
No.  2667.  China  (Wuhu). 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
Copy  presented  of  statement  showing 
(1)  Schools  in  receipt  of  Parliamentary 
grants ;  (2)  Grants  paid  to  school 
boards  under  Section  97,  Elementary 
Education  Act,  1870 ;  (3)  School  board 
accounts  and  Ust  of  loans,  1900-1901. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  COMMISSION. 
Forty-fifth    Report    of    the    Commis- 
sioners ;    with  appendix. 

SALMON  AND  FRESH  WATER 
FISHERIES   (ENGLAND   AND  i  WALES). 

Fortieth  Annual  Report  of  the  Inspec- 
tors of  Fisheries  (England  and  Wales) 
for  1900. 

SEA  FISHERIES  (ENGLAND  AND 
WALES). 

Fifteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Inspec- 
tors, for  1900. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD 
(SCOTLAND). 

Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  for  Scotland,^  1900. 
Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
tD  lie  on  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  RECORDS  (ADMIRALTY 
DEPARTMENT). 

Ninth  Schedule  containing  a  list  and 
pirticulars  of  classes  of  documents  which 
h  ive  been  removed  from  the  office  of  the 
Commissioners  for  executing  the  office  of 
Lord  High  Admiral  of  the  United  King- 
dim  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and 
d3po8ited  in  the  Public  Record  Office,  but 
which  are  not  considered  of  sufficient 
"P  iblic  value  to  justify  their  preservation 
therein, 

LIGHTHOUSES,  ETC.   (LOCAL 
INSPECTIONS). 

Reports  to  the  Board  of  Trade  by  the 
Trinity  House  of  Deptf  ord  Strond  and  the 
vJommissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses 
^f  their  inspection  of  local  Bghthouses, 


buoys,  and  beacons  (in  continuation  of 
Parliamentary  Paper  No.  16,  of   1900). 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  Ue  on  the  Table. 


THE  ROYAL  DECLARATION  AGAINST 
TRANSUBSTANTIATION. 

Viscount  HALIFAX:  My  Lords,  I 
should  Uke  to  ask  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  on  the  Woolsack  when  the  Bill 
containing  the  new  form  of  declaration 
on  accession  by  the  Sovereign  will  be  in 
the  hands  of  Members.  I  am  informed 
that  it  has  not  yet  been  printed,  and,  if  the 
Second  Reading  is  proposed  to  be  taken 
to-morrow,  the  absence  of  the  printed 
Bill  is  very  inconvenient. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  (The  Earl 
of  Halsbury)  :  I  can  give  the  noble  Lord 
no  information  as  to  the  printing  arrange- 
ments of  this  House.  The  noble  Marquess 
who  presented  the  Bill  on  Friday  ex- 
plained that  two  small  alterations  were 
proposed  from  the  form  in  the  Report 
presented  by  the  Committee.  I  am 
afraid  I  cannot  tell  the  noble  Viscount 
when  copies  of  the  Bill  will  be  available. 
They  ought  to  have  been  distributed 
before  this,  but  the  printing  arrange- 
ments of  the  House  are  not  infrequently 
the  subject  of  complaint. 

FINE  ARTS  COMMISSION. 
♦Lord  STANMORE  :  My  Lords,  it  is 
not  often  that  I  trepass  on  your  Lord- 
ships' time.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  I 
may  be  allowed  some  indulgence  in, ven- 
turing to  address  you  on  the  present 
occasion.  I  wish  most  heartily  that  the 
task  which  I  have  undertaken  was  in 
better  hands  than  mine,  and  that  the 
matter  was  being  brough  before  you  by  a 
Member  of  this  House  less  obscure  and 
more  persuasive.  The  reasons  that  I, 
rather  than  another,  have  undertaken 
this  duty  will  appear  as  I  proceed.  I 
regret  on  this  occasion  the  absence  of 
some  noble  Lords  deeply  interested  in 
matters  of  art,  who  would,  I  think,  have 
given  me  efficient  support  had  they  been 
here.  But,  above  all,  I  regret  the  loss 
which  this  House  and  the  country  sus- 
tained some  time  ago  in  the  death  of  Lord 
Leighton,  the  first  painter,  I  beheve,  who 
was    promoted   to   the   honour   of   the 

2  g  2  Digitized  by  VjOOgie 


1083 


FiTie  Arts 


{LORDS} 


Commissum. 


1084 


peerage,  and  who  would,  I  know,  have 
given  most  hearty  support  to  such  a 
motion  as  that  which  I  am  about  to  bring 
forward.  My  motion  is  that  an  address 
be  presented  to  the  Crown  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Royal  Commission  sinular  in 
character  and  object  to  the  Fine  Arts 
Commission  of  1 842.  The  history  of  that 
Commission  is  not  uninteresting,  and  the 
effect  of  its  operations  was  by  no  means 
insignificant  or  unimportant ;  but  so 
very  long  a  time  has  elapsed  since  the 
appointment  of  that  Commission,  and 
indeed  so  long  a  time  has  elapsed  since  its 
functions  came  to  a  close,  that  I  beUeve 
there  are  very  few  noble  Lords  in  the 
House  who  now  remember  exactly  what 
that  Commission  was,  or  what  it  did, 
while  I  beUeve  there  are  many  more  who 
never  heard  of  its  existence.  I  therefore 
fear  that  I  must  for  a  few  moments  take 
up  your  time  by  recapitulating  what  the 
constitution,  object,  and  work  of  that 
Commission  were. 

Very  shortly  after  his  arrival  in  this 
country,  his  late  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  Consort  conceived  the  idea  that 
the  building  of  the  new  Palace  of  West- 
minster, which  was  then  going  on,  might 
be  made  instrumental  in  promoting  the 
improvement  of  the  state  of  the  fine  arts 
in  England,  not  only  the  arts  of  sculpture 
and  painting,  but  also  fine  art  of  every 
kind — ^in  wood-work,  metal-work,  glass- 
work,  tile-work,  etc.  At  that  time, 
as  we  all  know,  EngUsh  art  was  at 
about  its  lowest  ebb,  and  those  who 
take  an  interest  in  it  can  never  be 
sufficiently  grateful  for  the  efforts  which 
that  illustrious  person  made  to  pro- 
mote its  improvement.  Sir  Robert  Peel, 
who  was  then  Prime  Minister,  entered 
warmly  into  the  Prince's  views.  Sir 
Robert  was  himself  a  good  connoisseur 
and  a  munificent  patron  of  art.  It  was 
determined  that  a  Commission  should  be 
appointed  of  which  the  Prince  should  be 
president,  and  of  which  certain  great 
officials  and  others  having  interest  in  art 
and  well  versed  in  history  should  be 
members.  Lord  Lansdowne,  Lord 
Aberdeen,  Lord  Stanhope,  Hallam, 
Macaulay,  Rogers,  and  others  were 
members  of  the  Commission-  Sir  Charles 
Eastlake  was  its  secretary,  and  the  Prince 
himself  presided  over  if  for  twenty  years 
with  untiring  energy  and  assiduity.  I 
beUeve  that  there  was  no  report  written 

Lord  Stcmmore. 


which  was  not  to  a  great  extent  the 
Prince's  work,  and  certainly  the  direction 
of  their  labour  was  guided  and  inspired 
by  him.  The  Commission,  between  the 
years  of  1842  and  1861,  issued  twelve 
Reports.  In  those  Reports  the  history  of 
its  proceedings  may  be  seen.  I  am  not 
going  to  weary  the  House  by  a  recapitula- 
tion of  their  contents.  Sufficient  it  is  to 
say  that  the  objects  the  Prince  had  in 
view  were  three — firstly,  the  promotion 
and  improvement  of  art  generally  in 
England ;  secondly,  the  supervision  and 
direction  of  the  works  of  decoration  which 
were  to  be  undertaken  in  connection  with 
the  new  Palace  of  Westminster ;  and, 
thirdly,  the  use  in  future  of  this  building 
as  a  sort  of  supplement  to  Westminster 
Abbey,  in  which  pictures  of  great  histori- 
cal events  as  they  occurred  should  be 
preserved  and  statues,  of  distinguished 
men  placed.  It  was  intended  that  those 
pictures  and  statues  should  be  slowly 
added  to  from  time  to  time  through  a 
long  series  of  generations.  The  first  of 
those  three  objects  met  with  a  very  fair 
measure  of  success  ;  that  is  to  say,  the 
general  standard  of  English  art  was 
wonderfully  improved  ;  not  that  the  im- 
provement was  wholly  due  to  the  Com- 
mission, but  it  was  one  of  the  causes. 
No  one  who  looks  at  the  average  run 
of  English  pictures  at  an  exhibition 
of  the  Royal  Academy ,^  and  who  re- 
members what  they  were  sixty  years 
ago,  as  unfortunately  I  can,  would  hesi- 
tate for  a  moment  in  saying  that  there 
is  a  very  marked  general  improvement. 
There  may  be  no  very  great  pictures 
of  very  great  painters  that  will  outshine 
some  of  those  of  former  days.  Turner  was 
a  gpnius  whom,  perhaps,  we  cannot  now 
equal,  but  the  ordinary  run  of  the  ordinary 
pictures  has  most  wonderfully  improved. 
There  are  much  fewer  bad  ones  if  there 
are  not  many  more  superlatively  good 
ones,  and  this  I  beUeve  to  be  due  in  a 
great  measure  to  the  Prince  Consort's 
efforts,,  and  not  a  httle  to  the  work  of  that 
Commission.  The  second  object — that  of 
directing  and  supervising  the  decoration 
of  this  palace — also  met  with  a  fair  mea- 
sure of  success  during  the  time  that  the 
Commission  lasted. 

After  a  good  deal  o£  preliminary  in- 
vestigation and  inquiry  they  drew  up  a 
great  scheme  for  the  decoration  of  this 
building,  using  decoration  in  its  widest 
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and  largest  sense — decoration  not  merely 
in  painting  and  sculpture,  but  all  forms 
of  decoration.     Every  successive  Report 
stated  what  had  been  done  in  the  period 
that  had  elapsed  since  the  previous  Report 
was  issued,  and  laid  down  what  was   to 
be  done   in    the   following  year.     For 
many   years  those   schemes   were   very 
fairly  adhered  to,  with  occasional  modifi- 
cations   as    circumstances   required.     A 
Vote  of  £4,000  a  year  was  placed  at  the 
disposal   of  the  Commission,   and   they 
spent  it  first  of  all  on  the  pictures,  statues, 
and  decoration  of  this  House.    They  then 
proceeded  to  decorate  other  parts  of  the 
building  according  to  the  plans  laid  down. 
That  all  went  on  smoothly  during  the 
Prince  Consort's  lifetime.     The  twelfth 
Report  of  the  Commission  was  the  last 
which  his  Royal  Highness  signed,  and  it 
13  interesting  on  that  account.     I  beheve 
it  was  to  a  large  extent  his  work,  and  it 
is  interesting  as  showing  no  sign  what- 
ever of  flagging  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
mission.    The  Commission  related  what 
it  had  done  in  that  year  and  the  year 
before,  and  proceeded  to  state  what  they 
contemplated  doing  in  the  following  year. 
It  may  interest  the  House  to  know  that 
two   of    the  last  statues   mentioned   as 
about  to  be  put  up  were  those  of  two 
EngHsh    heroes     who   certainly    might 
expect  to  find  a  place  in  this  building, 
for  they  were  distinguished  members  of 
this  House — ^Nelson    and   Marlborough, 
the  laRt  of  whom,  so  far  as    I  know, 
has  no  public  memorial  whatever.     In 
December,    1861,    the    Prince    Consort 
died.    The  Prince  had  been  the  Hfe  and 
soul  of  this  Fine  Arts  Commission.     It 
had  been    permeated  by  his  spirit  and 
inspired   by  his  direction,  and  her  late 
Majesty  the  Queen,  not  unnaturally   I 
think — one  can  easily  understand  it — 
felt  a  sort  of  jealousy,  if  one  may  so  call 
it,  of  anyone  else  occupying  the  place 
which  he  had  filled,   and  carrying  on 
uuder  new  auspices  the  work  which  she 
wished  to  be  identified  wholly  with  him. 
Consequently    the    Commissioners   met 
and  prepared  their  thirteenth   Report, 
m  which  they  alleged  as  a  reason  for  dis- 
solving themselves  the  somewhat  lame 
pretext  that  now  they  had  so  completely 
laid  down  the  road  that  was  to  be  taken 
*nd  the  course  that  was  to  be  followed, 
that  all  that  the  Executive  Government 
liad  to  do  was  to  follow  in  the  path  which 


they  had  marked  out,  to  carry  on  their 
programme,  and  to  apply  the  £4,000  a 
year  to  the  details  of  the  block  scheme  that 
they  had  prepared ;  and  they  professed 
the  innocent  hope  that  the  work  would 
be  carried  on  in  the  same  way  and  with 
the  same  assiduity  as  previously.  I  need 
hardly  say  what  happened.  That,  of 
course,  happened  which  was  bound  to  hap- 
pen. The  whole  thing  fell  through.  For 
a  year  or  two  there  were  some  spasmodic 
efforts  to  keep  up  the  work.  A  few 
contracts  that  had  been  entered  into,  a 
few  commissions  that  had  been  given 
during  the  Princess  lifetime  were  con- 
tinued. One  or  two  things  were  done 
afterwards;  but,  generally  speaking,  you 
may  say  that  from  that  day  to  this,  a 
period  of  forty  years,  nothing  of  any  im- 
portance has  been  done  in  carrying  on 
that  scheme,  which,  remember,  was  not 
a  scheme  merely  carried  on  from  hand  to 
mouth  or  from  day  to  day,  but  was  a 
large  definite  scheme,  with  definite  works 
of  art  already  decided  upon  and  principles 
laid  down  as  to  the  order  in  which  they 
were  to  be  taken  up. 

When  I  say  that  nothing  has  been 
done  I  do  not  wish  to  be  accused  of  ex 
aggeration.  A  few  things  hav  e  been  done. 
Three  First  Commissioners  of  Works 
have  shown  some  interest  in  the  work 
in  this  building,  and  have  done  some- 
thing to  carry  it  on.  Sir  Henry  Layard, 
when  First  Commissioner  of  Works, 
persuaded  the  Government  to  which  he 
belonged  to  put  up  the  mosaic  of  St. 
George  in  the  Central  Hall,  and  well 
abuswi  he  got  for  it,  most  unfounded 
and  calumnious  accusations  being 
brought  against  him  on  account  of  his 
connection  with  the  Musano  glass  works. 
Mr.  Plunket,  at  a  later  period,  thirty 
years  after,  succeeded  in  getting  put  up 
the  corresponding  mosaic  of  St.  David ; 
and  Mr.  Lefevre,  when  for  the  first  time 
at  the  Board  of  Works,  was  fortunate 
enough  to  anticipate  the  Treasury. 
When  the  Treasury  wrote  to  him,  after 
their  usual  period  of  deliberation,  and 
asked  him  what  use  he  proposed  should 
be  made  of  the  rooms  which  had  been 
vacated  by  the  removal  of  the  Courts  of 
Law  to  the  Strand,  he  answered  promptly 
that  he  had  already  signed  a  contract 
for  their  demolition.  They  were 
demolished,  and  we  now  see  the  south 
side  of  Westminster  Hall  free  of  encum- 
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brances,  and  this  has  enabled  a  mysterious 
benefactor,  of  whose  identity,  of  course, 
none  of  us  have  the  slightest  suspicion,  to 
put  up  a  statue  to  Oliver.  Cromwell. 
But  with  those  exceptions  the  work  has 
stood  still ;  it  has  not  only  stood  still, 
but  it  has  gone  back.  I  will  now  say  how 
it  is  that  that  long  delay  in  carrying  out 
the  work  has  caused  me  to  come  forward 
on  the  present  occasion.  During  the 
years  between  1850  and  1800  circum- 
stances which  I  need  not  mention  led  me, 
though  not  a  member  of  this  House,  to  be 
very  constantly  in  it,  to  be  at  almost  all 
its  meetings  during  those  ten  years. 
Every  year,  when  your  Lordships  met 
again,  there  was  about  the  House  some- 
thing new  that  had  been  added.  There 
was  some  new  picture  or  some  new 
statue ;  there  was  some  elaborate  piece 
of  wood-carving,  or  some  delicate  piece 
of  metal  work.  The  work  went  on.  At 
about  the  time  of  the  Prince's  death  I  left 
this  country  in  public  employment  for  a 
period  of  nearly  thirty  years.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  I  was  never  in  England 
during  that  time,  but  I  never  entered 
this  House,  and  when,  after  those  thirty 
years,  I  came  back  here,  I  thought  to 
myself  how  during  that  long  period  the 
work  of  the  decoration  of  the  House 
must  have  proceeded,  and  how  magnifi- 
cent an  interior  the  Palace  would  now 
possess.  What  did  I  see  ?  I  saw,  with 
the  exceptions  that  I  have  just  men- 
tioned, not  only  nothing  new,  but  that 
many  things  that  had  been  there  before 
had  faUen  into  decay  and  disappeared. 

One  of  the  earUer  works  of  the  Fine 
Arts  Commission  was  the  painting  of 
what  is  called  the  Upper  Waiting  Hall, 
but  was  in  past  days  called  the  Poets' 
Hall.  That  hall  was  decorated  with 
pictures  illustrating  the  greater  of  the 
English  poets.  There  were  pictures  taken 
from  Chaucer,  Spenser,  Shakespeare, 
Milton,  Dryden,  Pope,  Scott,  and  Byron, 
and  some  of  them  were  works  of  art  of 
a  high  character.  I  see  before  me  now 
in  my  mind's  eye  Cope's  fine  picture  of 
Griselda  from  Chaucer.  The  only  speci- 
men of  Watts 's  which  we  had  in  the  House 
was  his  illustration  of  Spenser.  Herbert's 
picture  of  Lear  and  CordeUa  was  also  a 
picture  not  to  be  despised.  Well,  my 
Lords,  in  the  early  stages  of  decoration 
mistakes  were  often  made.  They  made 
mistakes  in  painting  most  of  those  pic- 

Lord  Stanmare. 


tures,  and  they  began  to  decay.    So  did 
the  pictures  in  this  House,  but  when 
they  began  to  decay  they  were  promptly 
restored,  and  you  see  them  now  in  good 
condition.    But  when  these  pictures  up- 
stairs,   fine   pictures  as   some   of  them 
were,   began   to   decay,    what    did  the 
Board  of  Works  of  that  day  do  ]    Did 
they  attempt  to  restore  the  pictures  1 
No ;  they   covered   them   over   with  a 
vulgar  wall-paper,  and  there   they  are 
now,  behind  it,  utterly  oWiterated.    It 
was    a  change  from  high   art  to  most 
commonplace  upholstery.     One  alone  has 
escaped  —  the    illustration    of    Dryden, 
which,  by  the  usual  irony  of  fate,  was 
the  poorest  of  the  lot.    All  the  other* 
are  covered  up.    Then,   again,   I  have 
noticed  a  certain  lack  of  care  of  the  build- 
ing.     Do  any  of  your  Lordships  ever 
come  up  the  stairs  of  what  is  called  the 
Peers'  Entrance  ]    Most  of    us,  I  think, 
usually  come  in  another  way.    If  you  do 
mount  that  stair  you  have   an  object 
lesson    in    filthy    furniture.     The   stair 
carpet  is  of   some    coarse  flannel -like 
material — I  have  never  ventured  to  touch 
it  except  with   my  boot — and   its  con- 
dition always  brings  to  my  mind  Dry- 
den's  description  of  Buckingham's  last 
couch,  "  where  tawdry  yellow  strives  with 
dirty  red."    Besides  dirt,  over  one  stair 
there  appeared  to  have  been  upset  the 
contents  of  a  huge  office  inkstand.   When 
the  time  came,  early  this  year,  for  the 
opening  of  Parliament  by  His  Majesty,  I 
thought  that  that  at  least  would  do  one 
thing— that  at  any  rate   the    staircase 
would  be  cleaned  and   the  ink-spot  got 
rid  of.     I  was  quite  right  so  far  as  the 
ink  was  concerned,  but  in  place  of  the 
ink-stained  carpet  they  placed  an  equally 
dirty  piece  of  red  and  yellow  from  some 
other  part  of  the  building  on  that  particu- 
lar step.     These  are  details  which  show 
a  certain  want  of  appreciation  and  want 
of  care  of  the  building  as  it  stands.    It  i» 
perfectly  clear  that  the  mere  spasmodic 
efforts  from  time  to  time  of  First  Com- 
missioners of  Works  win  not  supply  the 
place  of  a  Commission  regularly  consti- 
tuted and  proceeding  on  a  regular  foot- 
ing.    Of   course,    when   there    was  no 
longer  any  Commission  or  Committee 
to  press  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
for   the    Vote,    the    Chancellor   of  the 
Exchequer  was  only  too  happy  to  avoid 
proposing    it.    The    Government   were 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


1089 


Fine  Arts 


{22  July  1901} 


Commission. 


1C90 


busy  about  other  affairs,  and  had  no 
time  to  think  about  fine  arts  ;  no  money 
was  voted,  and  nothing  was  done.  It 
does  not  follow  that  a  large  sum  is 
required  to  carry  on  the  scheme. 
You  need  not  have  the  whole  of 
the  £4,000.  Half  that  sum,  or  even 
less,  would  do,  if  you  go  on  steadily  from 
year  to  year,  and  from  generation  to 
generation,  making  this  Palace  a  great 
record  of  national  history  as  illus- 
trated by  art.  What  might  not  have  been 
done  in  the  forty  years  which  have 
elapsed  since  the  Prince  s  death,  had 
the  work  been  steadily  continued  in  even 
the  most  modest  way  !  No  picture  of 
Millais  will  ever  now  grace  any  of  our 
walls.  Landseer  also  can  never  be  re- 
presented here.  He  had  been  engaged 
to  paint  three  pictures,  and  one  of  his 
finest  works,  **The  Monarch  of  the 
Forest,"  was  originally  meant  for  your 
Lordships'  refreshment  room.  And  espe- 
cially do  I  regret  that  Lord  Leighton  will 
never  give  us  anything  here,  for  his  art 
was  art  especially  suited  for  mural  decora- 
tion. What  I  am,  therefore,  asking  His 
Majesty's  Government  to  do — I  know 
they  will  not  do  it — is  to  appoint  a  Com- 
mission or  Committee  which  shall  take 
up  the  suspended  work  of  the  Commission, 
and  proceed  with  it,  with  such  modifica- 
tions as  may  seem  fit.  The  Commission 
when  it  expired  had  recommended  as  the 
next  thing  to  be  done  the  continuation 
of  the  decoration  of  the  Royal  Gallery. 
The  Commission  said  (and  their  Report 
was  signed  not  only  by  Prince  Albert 
and  by  the  men  of  taste,  but  by  men  of 
business  like  Lord  Palmerston  and  Sir 
James  Graham)  of  the  Royal  Gallery — 

'*  It  is  an  apartment  of  great  length  and 
magnificence  in  which,  more  than  any  other 
room,  the  most  excellent  works  of  art  should 
be  placed.'' 

Those  of  your  Lordships  who  attended 
the  recent  trial  in  that  chamber  will  be 
able  to  bear  witness  how  far  that 
recommendation  is  from  having  been 
carried  out.  With  the  exception  of  the 
two  pictures  of  Waterloo  and  Trafalgar, 
not  one  of  the  many  panels  prepared 
for  pictures  in  that  chamber  has  been 
filled.  Nor  are  there  any  statues  there. 
The  Commissioners  asked  that  St. 
Stephen's  Hall  should  be  next  attended  to. 
K  any  of  your  Lordships  walk  through 
St.  Stephen's  Hall  and  mark  the  dingy 


effect  of  the  paper  on  the  walls,  you  will 
see  what  I  mean.  Every  one  of  these  com- 
partments was  meant  to  contain  a  brightly- 
coloured  picture.  I  remember  passing 
through  that  hall  with  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Fine  Arts  Commission  and 
making  some  remark  on  the  ugliness  of 
the  paper.  He  replied : — **  It  is  ugly, 
but  it  is  so  temporary  that  it  does  not 
matter.''  That  was  fifty  years  ago,  and 
yet  that  temporary  paper  still  holds  its 
place.  At  St.  Stephen's  porch  matters 
are  worse.  There  the  paper  has 
split,  opening  dark  chasms  full  of 
spiders'  webs  and  other  horrors.  I 
point  this  out  to  my  noble  friend 
who  represents  the  Board  of  Works 
in  this  House,  with  this  humble  request, 
that  he  will  not  do  anything  to  it,  but 
will  leave  it  there,  spiders  and  all,  to 
shame,  if  f  not  us,  perhaps  a  future 
generation  into  putting  a  mosaic  there 
in  its  place.  My  points  are  these — 
that  the  Commission  was  doing  a  great 
and  national  work,  and  one  which  I 
believe  the  people  of  the  country  ap- 
preciated ;  that  whatever  may  have  been 
the  pious  hopes  and  aspirations  of  the 
Commissioners  when  the  Commission 
was  dissolved,  events  and  time  have 
shown  that  it  is  quite  impossible  to  carry 
on  work  of  that  kind  without  there 
being  a  steady  fixed  body  to  carry  it  on, 
a  body  which  should  not  be  under 
direct  political  influence,  but  should  be 
unbiased  and  composed  of  persons  of  both 
sides  of  politics,  and  men  of  no  poUtics  ; 
that  no  great  annual  expenditure  is 
needed,  for  £1,000  or  £2,000  a  year  spent 
steadily  for  forty  or  fifty  years  would  pro- 
duce great  results.  I  do  not  expect  His 
Majesty's  Government  to  grant  my 
request.  They  never  do  grant 
such  requests  at  the  first  hearing,  but 
I  do  hope  that  some  of  your  Lordships 
may  take  to  heart  what  I  have  said,  and 
may  look  at  the  site  of  the  destroyed 
pictures  I  have  mentioned,  where  the 
name  **  Shakespeare "  is  inscribed  in 
large  gold  letters  over  what  is  now  a 
dirty  sheet  of  flock-paper,  and  see  whether 
something  cannot  be  done  to  influence  the 
public  mind  and  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment into  taking  action.  Although  I 
am  afraid  my  noble  friend  at  the  head 
of  the  Government  will  not  help  me, 
my  attachment  to  him  politically  and 
personally  is  unabated.     But  for  .this 
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occasion  only,  and  for  this  purpose,  I 
wish  the  noble  Earl  (Lord  Rosebery) 
his  predecessor  occupied  his  place, 
because  the  noble  Earl  had  the  courage, 
when  he  was  Prime  Minister,  to  express 
what  I  hold  to  be  the  soundest  views 
we  have  had  from  any  pubUc  man  with 
regard  to  the  relation  of  the  State  to  art. 
I  cannot  do  better  than  read  an  extract 
from  the  speech  of  the  noble  Earl  which 
was  made  at  a  dinner  of  the  Royal 
Academy — 

"Why  do  you  drmk  the  health  of  H.M. 
Government  at  all?  What  is  it  that  H.\f. 
Government  ever  does  for  art?  They  buy 
pictures,  but  only  of  the  dead.  I  am  happy  to 
announce  that  H.M.  Government  is  about  to 
entrust  to  one  of  our  first  sculptors  a  sreat 
historical  statue  which  has  too  lon^  oeen 
wanting  to  the  series  of  statues  of  those  who 
have  governed  England.  But  that  in  itself 
does  not  seem  to  me  sufficient  for  the  duty  of 
the  State  'towards  art.  I  am  aware  that  the 
State  employs  architects ;  but  I  venture  to  say 
it  is  with  a  feeling  of  despondency,  almost 
amounting  to  despair,  that  any  citizen  hears 
that  the  Government  are  about  to  erect  a 
public  building.  We  have  a  great  history. 
What  does  the  State  do  in  the  way  of  calling 
upon  art  to  illustrate  that  history?  So 
far  as  I  know,  the  history  of  England  as 
illustrated  by  art  encouraged  by  the  Govern- 
ment ends  with  the  Peace  of  1815— with 
the  two  pictures  in  the  House  of  Lords.  Axe 
there  not  scenes  in  history  as  worthy  of  being 
commemorated  since  that  time,  scenes  con- 
nected with  the  Siege  of  Lucknow,  scenes  con- 
nected with  European  campaigns  which  at 
least  call  for  the  exertion  of  the  pencil  at  the 
instance  of  the  State  no  less  than  those  glowing 
records  which  have  been  preserved  in  the 
palaces  of  Venice  and  Versailles  ?  What  do  you 
do  to  commemorate  your  men  and  women  ? 
Have  you  no  men  and  women  worthy  of  being 
commemorated  in  portraiture  at  the  expense  of 
the  State?  Is  it  to  be  supposed  that  our 
history  is  so  blank  a  record  that  the  State 
cannot  find  a  farthing  with  which  to  honour 
a  man  unless  he  be  illustrious  enough  to  be 
buried  in  Westminster  Abbey  ?  You  will  never 
have  a  satisfactory  portrait  gallery  unless  you 
are  able  to  give  commissions  to  living  painters 
to  paint  living  men.  Objection  may  be  made 
that  you  are  likely  to  find  a  painter  less 
renowned  for  his  art  than  his  politics,  and  to 
give  him  employment  to  paint  a  person  who  is 
not  renowned  for  either.  For  all  that,  I  will 
<oling  to  my  Utopia  of  a  State  which  recognises 
that  art  is  a  part  of  civilisation,  and  that  art 
has  as  great  a  part  in  commemorating  history 
as  any  of  the  great  writers  this  country  has 
■ever  known.  I  yet  hope  that  in  more  halcyon 
<]ays,  and  perhaps  under  a  more  halcyon 
Administration,  some  opportunity  may  be 
found  for  realising  my  dream.*' 

I  wish  the  noble  Marquess's  Government 
were  that  halcyon  Administration  !  With 
your  Lordships*  permission  I  will  con- 
Lord  Stanmore, 


1  elude  my  remarks  by  reading  a  letter 
j  which  I  have  received  from  Sir  Edward 
,  Poynter,  President  of  the  Royal 
I  Academy : — 

"  I  am  sure   that   your   proi>osal  to  revive 
the  Fine  Arts   Commission,  with  powers  to 
carry  on  the  work  of  decoration  of  the  Houses 
'  of  Parliament  for  which  it  was  originally  coz^ 
'  stituted,  could  not  but  be  an  excdlent  thing 
I  for   the  encouragement  of  art  of  the  higher 
I  kind.     Since  the  abolition  of  the  Commission 
I  the  work  of  completing  the  decoration  of  the 
Houses  of  Parliament  has  been  continued  in  a 
I  very  spasmodic  manner,   any  efforts  in  that 
I  direction  being  prompted  rather    by  the  in- 
I  dividual   taste  of  the  First  Commissioner  for 
the   t<me   being  than    in    obedience    to   any 
I  ordered  system.,  As  an  instance,  I  may  men- 
I  tion  that  a  gap  of  something  like  thirty  years 
1  superseded  the  execution  of  the  mosaic  of  St 
David  in  the  central  lobby  from  that  of  St 
George.    The  grant  of  a  very  moderate  annual 
I  sum  would  suffice,  as  such  work  could  be  done 
I  by  degrees,  to  complete  the  original  intention 
'  of  the  Commission  to  decorate  the  walls  of  the 
I  building  with  scenes  from  English  history  and 
{  the  English  poets.     It  would  be  easy  to  enlarge 
upon  the  advantages  to  the  English  schod  c^ 
painting  which  would  be  gained  by   the  en- 
j  couragement  of  the  historic  style  of  art ;    and 
'  I  cannot  but  think  that  it  is  the  proper  function 
of  the  Government  to  give  this  encouragement, 
which  can  hardly  be  supplied  by  private  in- 
dividuals.     I    hope  that  your  motion  for  the 
revival  of  the  Commission  may  be  successfuL" 

Moved,    '*  That   a   humble  address  be 

presented  to  His  Majesty  praying  that 

I  His  Majesty  will  direct  the  appointment 

of  a  Royal  Commission  similar  in    cha- 

.  racter  and  object  to  the  Fine  Arts  Cfom- 

I  mission  of  1842."— (T^i^  L(^d  StanmoreJ) 

I     The  prime  MINISTER  and  LORD 

I  PRIVY  SEAL  (The  Marquess  of  Saus- 

I  bury)  :    My  Lords,  I  am  sure  everyone 

in  this  House  concurred  most  fully  and 

enthusiastically    with    the    expressions 

j  used  by  the   noble  Lord  in  celebration 

of  the  virtues  and  of  the  great  services 

!  of  the  late  Prince  Consort.     I  do    not 

j  think  that  he  could  well  have  exagge 

I  rated  the  work  that  the  Prince  Consort 

j  did ;     but  it  is  necessary  to  remember 

]  that  the  Prince's  position  was  one  of 

I  delicacy  and  peculiarity,  that  he  could  not, 

by  the  courtesies  and  practice  of   our 

Constitution,  avowedly  exercise  executive 

'  authority,    and   that   it   could   only   be 

through  the  action  of  some  Commission 

1  of  the  kind  that  was  instituted  in  1842 

that  he  could  bring  his  great  influence 

to  bear  and  carry  out,  at  least  in  some 

degree,    the    completion    of    the    great 

artistic  designs  of  which  his  mind  was 
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full.  I  think  my  noble  friend  has  not 
considered  the  peculiar  position  occupied 
by  the  Prince  Consort,  and  how  far  it 
furnishes  the  key  to  the  somewhat 
curious  and  mysterious  history  of  the 
artistic  efforts  of  the  last  sixty  years. 
If  it  had  not  been  on  account  of  his  great 
influence,  of  the  power  he  could  bring  to 
bear,  and  of  the  assistance  he  could  give 
in  all  departments  of  government,  I 
doubt  very  much  whether  the  Commis- 
sion would  have  had  the  effect  which, 
according  to  the  admission  of  my  noble 
friend,  it  has  had.  But  he  did  his  best, 
and  he  did  a  great  deal.  But  is  the  idea 
of  my  noble  friend  practicable  that  by 
reviving  the  special  machine  which,  in 
view  of  his  peculiar  position,  the  Prince 
invented  and  worked,  we  can  repeat 
the  same  results^  or  similar  results,  in  a 
different  generation,  at  a  considerable 
distance  of  time  ]  I  do  not  believe  it. 
I  believe  the  work  of  the  Commission 
was  the  work  of  the  Prince  Consort,  and 
practically  of  nobody  else.  A  pregnant 
and  instructive  fact  is  that  since  he  died 
the  artistic  effort  flickered  and  went  out, 
a  most  sufficient  indication  that  either 
it  had  been  burning  in  a  strange  atmo- 
sphere or  that  there  was  nobody,  no 
power,  that  could  carry  on  the  work 
to  which  he  devoted  himself.  My  noble 
friend  has  attributed  the  refusal  of  the 
Queen  to  name  another  chairman  to 
fedings  with  which  we  all  most  deeply 
sympathise,  but  I  do  not  think  it  is 
necessary  to  go  to  those  feelings  to  ex- 
plain the  fact  that  Prince  Albert  had  no 
successor.  I  believe  he  had  no  successor 
because  there  was  no  one,  there  could  be 
nobody,  fit  to  take  up  the  work  death 
compelled  him  to  drop,  and  the  evidence 
of  this  is  found  in  the  forty  years  which 
have  elapsed  without  one  step  being 
taken  or  one  effort  being  made  to  revive 
the  activity  of  that  Commission  he 
instituted.  Surely  that  is  sufficient  to 
show  you  that  the  subject  was  to  some 
^•'Ctent,  at  all  events,  strange  and  un- 
-congenial,  and  not  one  that  could  revive 
that  amount  of  enthusiasm  necessary 
to  push  an  ambitious  project  thorough 
two  Houses  of  Parliament.  That  is,  I 
beUeve,  the  whole  history  of  that 
vomnussion. 

My  noble  friend  has  dwelt  very  strongly 
<>ii  the  evil  results,  and  has  carried  his 
investigations  so  far  that  he  is  able  to  tell 


us  of  stains  upon  various  carpets,  and 
he  has  criticised  some  wall-paper  put  up, 
and  has  declared  it  to  be  ugly.  I  do  not 
know  it  myself,  but  of  this  I  am  certain — 
that  if  the  noble  Lord  and  his  artistic 
following  say  it  is  ugly,  we  shall  find 
another  following  ready  to  say  the  reverse. 
But  the  noble  Lord  thinks  things  have 
gone  from  bad  to  worse,  and  he  has 
dwelt  on  the  strange  neglect  of  all  First 
Commissioners  of  Works,  who  during 
their  fleeting  tenures  of  office  have  in 
almost  every  case  done  nothing  to  carry 
on  the  work  of  the  Commission  which  the 
Prince  Consort  was  compelled  to  abandon. 
Well,  but  is  that  an  isolated  phenomenon? 
Are  you  to  take  it  as  merely  a  curious 
thing  to  be  written  in  your  Museum 
that  for  forty  years  the  British  people 
and  those  by  whom  they  were  represented 
took  none  of  those  steps  in  favour  of 
advanced  art  which  my  noble  friend 
desires  1  Surely  the  more  reasonable 
explanation  is  that  the  British  people 
did  not  care  about  it.  I  am  afraid  that 
is  what  my  noble  friend  will  find.  He 
cannot  set  in  motion  spontaneous 
machinery  by  which  artistic  feeling  and 
enthusiasm  among  the  people  can  be 
perpetually  generated.  If  some  man 
of  the  power,  position,  and  extraordinary 
gifts  of  the  Prince  Consort  were  to  arise, 
no  doubt  many  artistic  things  would 
be  done,  and  many  pictures  would  be 
commenced  ;  but  as  soon  as  the  inevit- 
able shortness  of  human  life  brought 
limitation  to  his  efforts  we  should  again 
fall  into  the  hopeless  difficulties  my 
noble  friend  speaks  of.  In  the  sense 
in  which  my  noble  friend  speaks  and  for 
the  purposes  he  has  in  view,  and  I  am 
bound  to  add  for  the  expenditure  n'^ces- 
sary,  he  will  not  find  a  very  large  amount 
of  sympathy  among  those  who  govern 
the  country.  But  be  this  as  it  may,  I 
sympathise  with  my  noble  friend  in  his 
desire  to  remedy  what  he  considers  great 
evils,  and  to  fill  that  great  gap  which 
during  the  thirty  years  of  his  absence 
from  this  country  has  been  found  in 
our  artistic  achievements.  1  quite  sym- 
pathise with  his  wish  that  all  wall-papers 
should  be  pretty  and  all  carpets  clean, 
but  the  point  is,  what  is  the  remedy, 
what  is  the  mode  of  getting  to  this  result  ] 
My  noble  friend  proposes  pro  tanio  to 
take  the  Executive  Government  to 
pieces    and  place  power  of  doing  these 
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things  not  in  those  belonging  to  the 
Executive  Government  by  virtue  of 
well-known  constitutional  machinery, 
but  in  a  Commission — I  do  not  know 
how  it  is  to  be  named,  but  it  is  to  be  per- 
manent, and  it  is  to  be  specially  marked 
as  independent  of  the  political  influences 
of  the  day.  That  rather  reminds  one 
of  a  paradox  of  which  the  Chinese  have 
been  accused,  who  felt  it  necessary  to 
burn  their  houses  to  provide  roast  pork. 

My  noble  friend  wants  this  great 
reform  of  artistic  feeUng ;  he  therefore 
proposes  to  set  up  machinery  such  as 
exists  in  no  other  part  of  our  Constitution, 
and  which  is  at  variance  with  all  our 
constitutional  traditions.  I  said  in  no 
other  part  of  our  Constitution,  but  there 
is  the  India  Council,  which  represents 
in  some  degree  this  Commission,  which 
my  noble  friend  would  set  up  for  the 
propagation  of  orthodox  art  in  this 
country ;  but  the  India  Council  is  the 
inheritor  of  the  great  company  by  which 
our  Indian  Empire  was  constructed, 
and  no  doubt  it  was  found  impossible  to 
so  entirely  reverse  what  had  previously 
been  done  as  to  sever  our  connection 
with  that  tradition,  and  a  compromise 
of  a  singularly  illogical  kind  was  therefore 
devised,  and,  like  many  other  illogical 
things,  it  has  worked  singularly  well. 
But  I  do  not  think  my  noble  friend  will 
persuade  either  House  of  Parliament 
to  part  with  its  executive  power  in 
matters  of  art,  or  in  the  superintendence 
of  art,  in  order  to  remove  to  a  distance 
the  danger  of  repetition  of  such  horrors 
as  my  noble  friend  has  detailed.  Why 
should  they  part  with  the  power  more 
in  matters  of  art  than  anything  else  1 
My  noble  friend  has  indicated  his  wish 
that  this  Chamber  should  be  taken  in 
hand,  and  that  expenditure  on  ornament, 
to  which  he  has  not  assigned  any  limit 
or  any  limiting  power,  should  be  directed 
to  stimulating  our  artistic  faculties 
while  we  sit  here.  What  power  are  we 
to  put  into  the  hands  of  this  Commission, 
and  what  should  be  its  relation  to  the 
Exchequer  1  Some  of  the  observations 
of  my  noble  friend  with  respect  to  things 
that  should  be  revived  and  restored, 
the  delicate  ironwork  which  should  be 
wrought,  the  beautiful  carving  to  be 
made — these  things,  however  admirable 
in  an  artistic  dream,  are,  I  am  afraid, 
calculated  to  cause  a  cold  shudder  to 

Ths  Marquess  of  Salisbury. 


the  back  of  a  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. These  things  can  only  be 
obtained  by  money. 

For  forty  years  it  has  been  the  ojMnion 
of  Parliament,  as  indicated  by  its  action,, 
that  the  money  for  these  purposes 
would  not  be  forthcoming — ^that  is  to 
say,  that  there  were  other  objects 
preferable  to  them  that  claimed  expen- 
diture. Does  my  noble  friend  think 
that  the  precise  juncture  of  time  on 
which  he  has  lighted  is  one  in  which 
that  argument  will  be  less  potent  than 
it  was  before  ?  I  am  afraid  if  he  could 
infuse  into  the  minds  of  the  Treasury 
all  the  artistic  feeling  with  which  he  i* 
replete,  and  imbue  them  with  his  enthu- 
siasm for  remedying  all  the  evils  he 
points  out,  even  then  there  would,  I  am 
afraid,  remain  in  their  mouths  the 
answer  that  there  are  many  things  nov 
requiring  expenditure,  and  that  they 
hardly  think  that  this  is  a  wise  moment 
to  open  a  new  chapter  in  that  expendi- 
ture which  we  have  said  good-bye  to  for 
forty  years.  My  noble  friend  says  this  will 
be  Uttle,  but  that  is  a  very  worn-out 
excuse  for  artistic  persons,  who  thus 
begin  and  think  they  can  successfully 
develop  their  theory  of  expenditure. 
Their  appetite  is  not  easily  satisfied, 
their  artistic  demands  are  increased, 
made  more  acute  and  greedy  of  satisfac- 
tion. I  fear  that  no  person  who  takes 
an  interest  in  the  finances  of  this  country 
would  look  with  any  great  satisfaction 
upon  a  commencement  of  this  new  sort 
of  expenditure  to  be  spent,  not  by 
persons  appointed  by  the  Government, 
which  has  the  confidence  of  Parliament, 
but  appointed  and  to  remain  unchanged, 
and  to  have  permanent  power  whatever 
changes  may  take  place  in  the  tastes 
or  the  resources  or  the  wishes  of  Pariia- 
ment.  It  seems  to  me  my  noble  friend 
has  embarked  on  an  enterprise  which 
is  certainly  hopeless  now,  and  though 
undoubtedly  we  can  all  wish  him  wrf 
in  the  desire  to  improve  the  artistic 
taste  of  the  country,  and  especially  to 
improve  the  building  in  which  we  stand, 
still  for  everything  there  is  a  time  and 
opportunity,  and  I  do  not  think  that  the 
present  day  is  the  proper  opportunity 
for  setting  up  such  a  Commission  as  my 
noble  friend  asks  for. 

The    Earl    op    ROSEBERY:    My 
Lords,  I  do  not  rise  t<>^>^JK5?rtA'*®  motion 
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of  the  noble  Lord,  and  I  can  well  under- 
stand the  reluctance  of  the  noble  Marquess 
to  entertain  it.  But  I  do  not  altogether 
sympathise  with  the  reasons  the  noble 
Marquess  has  given.  The  noble  Lord 
towards  the  close  of  his  entertaining 
speech  quoted  at  length  from  a  speech 
of  mine  which  1  had  forgotten  and  assured 
the  noble  Marquess  of  his  enthusiastic 
support.  I  should  have  preferred  to 
have  had  the  compliments  reversed.  I 
would  rather  he  had  quoted  from  the 
speech  of  the  noble  Marquess,  and  pro- 
mised me  his  support.  I  am  not  quite 
sure  after  the  sneers  and  scoffs  directed 


conviction  that  this  is  not  the  proper 
assembly  in  which  to  bring  forward  such 
a  motion,  because  whatever  else  the  Com- 
mission means,  it  means  a  certain  outlay. 
It  is  not  a  great  sum.  It  is  carrying  art 
as  low  as  ever  it  was  carried  in  a  great 
country.  But,  whether  it  be  Ss.  or 
£5,000,  the  House  of  Commons  will 
watch  with  extreme  jealousy  any  attempt 
on  the  part  of  this  House  to  spend  that 
money  without  a  direct  motion  being 
brought  on  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
Therefore,  I  regret  that  the  noble  Lord 
is  not  in  possession  of  a  seat  in  the  other 
House,  that  he  might  urge  his  claims  in  a 


to  his  speech  by  the  noble  Marquee  the  |  more  generous  and  suitable  atmosphere. 


noble  Lord  may  not  take  one  step  further, 
from  that  I  observe  he  has  already  taken 
from  the  cross  benches,  and  finally  find  a 
resting-place  here.  The  reasons  of  the 
noble  Marquess  are,  as  usual,  of  a  some- 
what unexpected  character.  Another 
disappointment !  He  says  the  Commis- 
sion would  be  of  a  wholly  unconstitutional 
character,  and  he  at  once  began  to  draw 
his  familiar  warning  about  the  danger  of 
puUing  the  English  Constitution  to  pieces. 
Considering  that  that  Commission 
lasted  for  eighteen  or  nineteen  years, 
without  any  violent  strain  on  the  Con- 
stitution, I  am  really  at  a  loss  to  know, 
miless  it  be  the  mere  fact  of  the  noble 
Lord's  prolonged  absence  from  the 
country,  what  constitutes  a  change  in 
the  Constitution  that  makes  the  Commis- 
sion a  constitutional  peril.  Then  he  said 
the  sum  of  money  the  Commission  might 
dispose  of  would  be  of  an  alarming  cha- 
racter for  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. Well,  the  old  Commission  dis- 
posed of  a  fixed  sum  of  £4, 000  a  year.  The 
noble  Lord,  in  his  extreme  anxiety  to 
avoid  offending  the  Treasury,  knocked 
off  50  per  cent.,  and  then  another  25  per 
cent.,  and  professed  his  readiness  to 
undertake  the  work — for  I  presume  he 
would  be  on  the  Royal  Commission,  if 
appointed— for  the  comparatively  mode- 
rate outlay  of  £1,000  a  year. 

As  regards  the  strain  on  the  Consti- 
tution, the  objection  as  to  extravagance 
coming  from  a  Government  which  is 
spending  money  at  the  present  rate, 
urged  against  a  faithful  follower  of  the 
noble  Marquess  is  a  little  overstrained. 
I  sympathise  much  more  with  the  objec- 
tion which  the  noble  Marquess  hinted  at 
rather    than    expressed.     I    mean    the 


I  think,  if  I  may  say  so,  he  is  a  little^ 
exhilarated  by  the  recent  success  of  my 
noble  friend  (Lord  Wemyss)  on  the  cross 
benches,  who  has  defeated  the  Govern- 
ment on  an  artistic  question,  and  has, 
therefore,  emboldened  the  noble  Lord  to 
try  a  bout  with  the  Government  again. 
But  on  this  occasion  I  hope  we  shall 
remember — I  do  not  know  what  the 
practical  issue  of  the  resolution  of  my^ 
noble  friend  is  going  to  be — I  do  not  know 
if  the  Government  have  jdelded  to  the 
votes  of  this  House  ;  its  appearance  is  not 
encouraging — but,  at  any  rate,  if  we  are 
to  be  changed  into  an  assembly  for  the 
discussion  of  artistic  questions,  it  is  welf 
that  they  should  be  questions  in  which 
no  expenditure  is  involved,  because  you 
have  a  double  obstacle  to  meet,  on  the  one 
hand  an  unyielding  Treasury,  except  to 
deman  s  with  which  the  Government 
is  in  more  sympathy,  and  also  the  in- 
stinctive jealousy  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons on  all  questions  of  expenditure. 

As  my  speech  has  been  dragged  into 
the  discussion,  I  hope  you  will  allow  me 
to  ride  a  hobby,  which  I  trotted  out  in 
that  speech,  in  a  harmless  manner  for 
another  five  minutes.  I  think  the 
Government  does  singularly  little  for  art. 
in  this  country.  On  the  whole  I  think 
that  is  a  good  thing.  In  other  States, 
where  personal  government  is  more  the 
rule  than  here,  sovereigns  are  apt  to 
send  to  the  annual  exhibitions  of  art 
and  buy  collections  of  pictures,  with  which 
they  enrich  their  palaces  and  adorn  pro- 
vincial museums.  I  will  not  say  with 
what  result  to  the  palaces  and  museums^ 
though  I  have  a  strong  opinion  on  the 
point.  I  should  be  sorry  to  see  the^ 
noble  Marquess,  followed  hv  &  suitable- 
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staff,  passing  through  a  private  view  of 
the   Royal    Academy,    with   a   marked 
catalogue  in  his  hand,  noting  the  pur- 
chases he  intended  to  make  on  behalf  of 
the  Government.     It   is   no   disparage- 
ment to  his  taste  to  say — I  am  sure  he  is 
convinced    of    it — that     his    purchases 
would   be  universally  criticised   by  the 
friends  of  those  whose  pictures  were  not 
purchased,  and  that  he  would  create  a 
political  situation  for  himself  of  a  much 
less  enviable  kind  than  that  which  he  now 
enjoys.     But  that  is  not  the  whole  truth 
of  the  matter.     My  special  feeling  is  con- 
nected with  our  coUection  of  national 
portraits.     I  do  not  wish,  as  the  noble 
Lord  does,   to  see  portraits  of  leading 
statesmen  hung  about  our  corridors.     1 
do  not  think  they  are  proper  places  for 
them.      I     prefer     Cope's    "Griselda," 
wherever  she  may  be,  though  the  noble 
Lord  did  not  indicate  to  what  region  of 
the     Palace   of    Westminster   she     has 
vanished.     I  think  1  would  be  invidious 
to  hang  the  portraits  of  statesmen  about. 
We  should  be  confronted  with  the  rivalry 
of  political  parties,  and  it  would  be  said 
one  statesman  was  hung  in  a  better  place 
because  he  belonged  to  the  party  domi- 
nant at  the  moment.     But  surely  the 
place  for  the  collection  is  the  National 
Portrait  Gallery,  and  for  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  done  nothing.     All  Govern- 
ments are  equally  to  blame.     I  am  not 
impeaching    the    Government    now    in 
power,  and  I  think  the  allowance — fixed 
^t  a  time  when  the  prices  of  pictures 
were  different  from  what  they  are  now — 
is  something  like  £1,200  a  year.     For 
that  sum  you  might  get  one  good  work 
by  a  first-rate  artist,  but  certainly  not 
more.     In  these  circumstances,  with  the 
•competition  of  those  engaged  in  trusts 
in    a    neighbouring   continent,    and    of 
those  who  have  made  money  by  miracu- 
lous means  elsewhere,  there  is  absolutely 
no  hope  for  our  national  collection  of 
obtaining  any  portraits  that  are  worth 
having  except  by  legacy. 

You  may  say  that  the  expressive  por- 
traits are  those  of  men  who  have  died. 
That  does  not  affect  the  question  of  the 
•encouragement  of  living  art.  It  is  not, 
moreover,  wholly  true,  because  the 
purchases  are  not  entirely  of  those  who 
iave  passed  away.  But  what  I  want  to 
point  out  is  that  there  would  surely  be 
no  great  difficulty  if  the  National  Por- 

The  Earl  of  Rosebery, 


trait  Gallery  were  empowered  to  apply 
to  the  Treasury  for  permission  to  entrust 
the   execution    of   a   portrait   of   some 
great     contemporary    to     some    great 
living  artist  to  enrich  the  walls  of  the 
National   Portrait   Gallery.     If  this  be 
not  done,  you  have  no  conceivable  chance 
except  through   the   patriotism   of  the 
individual,  and  that  is  not  a  quantity 
on   which   you   can   always   reckon,  of 
obtaining  the  portraits  of  great  living 
contemporaries  for  the  national  collec- 
tion.    Take  Mr.  Gladstone.     You  have 
one  very  fine  portrait  of  Mr.  Gladstone 
by  Millais.     It  is   not  in  the  National 
Portrait  Gallery,  and  you  owe  it  to  the 
munificence  of  Sir  Charles  Tennant  that 
it  has  a  place  in  the  National  GaUery. 
It  is  an  ornament  there.     But  would  it 
not  have  been  better  if  the  State,  at  any 
rate  after  Mr.  Gladstone  had  retired  from 
public  life,  had  commissioned  a  man  Uke 
Millais,  or  Holl,  or  the  still  living  Sargent, 
to  paint  the  portrait  of  Mr.  Gladstone 
and  add  it  to  the  national  collection  1   It 
would  have  encouraged  art,  and  it  would 
have  raised  your  collection  of  portraits 
to  something  worthier  of  the  name  than 
now.     I  can  hear  the  objection  made  to 
that—*'  Who  is  to  choose  these  national 
portraits  ]  "    The  Minister  of  the  day, 
it  might  be  said,  might  hke  his  portrait 
in  the  National  Gallery,  and  there  might 
be  some  ''  job  '*  in  the  way  of  getting 
his  delineation  in.    My  answer  to  that  is 
twofold.     In  the  first  place,  I  never  met 
anyone  who  would  sit  for  his  portrait 
except   under  the   severest   compulsion 
or  under  the  highest  sense  of  public  duty. 
In  the  second  place,  I  would  not  hand 
over  the  power  of  selecting  the  portrait* 
to   be  painted  to  the  Government.    I 
would  hand  it  over  to  a  perfectly  impar- 
tial and  non-political  body- -the  Trustees 
of  the  National  Portrait  Gallery;  and 
if  they  were  allowed  to  ask  that  some 
distinguished  man  should  sit  for  his  por- 
trait to  some  great  artist  so  that  they 
might  have  his  portrait,  I  believe  they 
might  be  trusted  to  act  on  their  discre- 
tion with  wisdom,  and  I  am  quite  sure 
the  Treasury  might  be  trusted  to  resist 
any    undue    choice    with    still    greater 
wisdom. 

Therefore  I  do  not  believe  that  you 
could  enter  on  any  large  expense,  and  I 
am  sure  you  might  limit  the  portraits 
to  one  or  two  a  year,  and  I  am  sure  the 
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result  would  be  eminently  desirable. 
Without  that  I  think  you  will  have 
no  portraits  worthy  the  name  of 
men  living  now,  because  when  the  por- 
trait of  the  great  man  is  a  success  it 
passes  out  of  your  power  to  obtain  it  at 
almost  any  rate  of  expenditure.  Let 
me  give  an  instance.  Last  year  Mr. 
Sargent  painted  a  small  head  of  the  late 
Lord  Chief  Justice,  Lord  Russell  of  Kill- 
owen,  which  I  think  must  have  appealed 
to  every  one  of  us  as  one  of  the  most  con- 
summate portraits  that  has  been  seen. 
If  the  State  had  chosen  to  be  the  private 
possessor  of  that  portrait.  Lord  Russell 
himself  would  have  been  only  too  glad 
to  have  conceded  it  to  the  State.  Now 
he  has  gone,  and  I  doubt  whether  you 
could  induce  his  family  to  yield  so  pre- 
cious a  reUc  of  their  great  father  and 
husband.  It  is  quite  true  that,  owing  to 
private  munificence,  a  replica  of  that 
picture  will  be  painted  for  the  National 
Portrait  Gallery.  But  it  is  only  a  chance 
that  Mr.  Sargent  is  now  alive  to  paint  it, 
and,  after  all,  a  replica  is  not  the  same  as 
the  original  portrait.  Take  the  noble 
Marquess  who  has  been  so  long  Prime 
Minister,  and  has  so  long  had  the  confi- 
dence of  the  majority  of  the  country. 
Some  day — I  hope  a  long  day  hence — 
we  shall  be  wanting  a  portrait  of  him. 
Where  shall  we  get  it  ?  I  have  not  the 
faintest  notion.  Again,  there  is  a  dis- 
tinguished Field-Marshal  who  has  re- 
turned from  South  Africa.  Some  day 
posterity  will  curse  you  if  you  have  not 
secured  an  adequate  portrait  of  Lord 
Roberts  until  too  late.  In  the  meantime, 
by  doing  what  is  fair  to  history  and 
posterity  you  will  have  encouraged  con- 
temporary art  at  a  sum  which  would 
not  exceed  £2,000  or  £3,000.  When 
you  think  of  the  miUions  you  are  pouring 
out  on  the  plains  of  South  Africa,  much 
of  which,  as  in  any  war,  must  at  least  be 
squandered  or  misspent,  I  ask  you  to 
give  a  mite  in  the  way  I  have  suggested. 

*The  Earl  of  WEMYSS  :  My  Lords, 
as  my  noble  friend  referred  to  me,  I  should 
like  to  say  a  few  words  with  reference  to 
this  motion.  I  think  my  noble  friend 
Lord  Stanmore  has  done  good  service 
to  the  State  in  bringing  forward  so  im- 
portant a  matter,  and  he  has  also  done 
good  service  in   eliciting  the  speeches. 


which  have  been  delivered  by  the  noble 
Marquess  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  noble  Earl,  Lord  Rosebery, 
who  has    driven    his   furrow   through 
the  speech  of  the  Prime  Minister.     It 
is   no   doubt   desirable   that   the   State 
should,  as  far  as  possible,  give  encourage- 
ment to  art.     I  was  once  on  a  Committee 
with  reference  to  the  National  Gallery^ 
and   we   recommended   that  the   State 
should  give  a  certain  sum — £10,000,  I 
think — for   the   purpose   of   purchasing 
pictures    for    the    National   Gallery,     i 
believe  that  sum,  thanks  to  which  our 
National  Gallery  can  compare  with  that 
of  any  other  country,  is  still  being  given. 
There  you  have  the  principle  of  money 
given  being  well  spent  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  art.     As  to  the  further  decora- 
tion of  this  House,   I  think  that  is  a 
matter    open    to     question.     What    is 
wanted  in  my  opinion  in  this  country  is 
a  permanent  body  which  should  have 
control  over  official  architectural  eccen- 
tricities, and   should    put   a   check   on 
engineering  monstrosities  such  as  we  see 
in  some  of  the  bridges  over  the  Thames.. 
I  was  on  a  Commission  which  recom- 
mended this,  and  it  was  suggested  that 
such  a  body  might  be  composed  of  the 
President  of  the  Institute  o£  Architects^ 
the   President  of  the   Royal  Academy, 
a  professor  of  architecture,  the  President 
of  the  Institute  of  Engineers,  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  London,  the  Chairman  of  the 
London  County  Council,  and  a  certain 
number  of  other  persons,  including  prob- 
ably the  First  Commissioner  of  Works. 
I  think  some  body  of  that  kind  would  be 
useful.     Two  years  ago  I  gave  a  list  of 
what  appeared  to  me  official  eccentrici- 
ties in  the  matter  of  architecture,  and  it 
is  unnecessary  that  I  should  repeat  them. 
Take  the  Admiralty  building.     I  asked 
a  question  the  other  diay,  which  was  not 
answered,   with  reference  to  what  was 
going    on    behind   the    hoarding.     My 
noble  friend  Lord  Pembroke  threw  the 
blame  of  that  building,,  which  he  has  a 
horror  of,  in  company  with  many  others,, 
u^pon  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and"  he  said  that  a  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons  was  the  very 
worst  body  in  the  world  to  decide  on  any 
matter  of  art  or  architecture.     I  do  not 
suppose  my  noble  friend  means  that  the 
building  was  designed  by  the  Committee.. 
The   dJMign,  wthich   was   submitted   for 
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their  approval,  came  from  the  Office  of 
Works. 

The  Earl  of  PEMBROKE:  Several 
designs  by  several  artists  were  submitted. 

*The  Earl  of  WEMYSS  :  But  the  plan 
was  submitted  by  the  Office  of  Works  to 
Jthe  Committee.} 

The   Earl   of   PEMBROKE:  No. 

*The  Earl  of  WEMYSS :  At  any  rate, 
you  have  a  plan  submitted  by  somebody 
to  a  Committee,  who  have  nothing  to  do 
with  it  except  approve  or  disapprove  of 
it.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
plan  in  accordance  with  which  the  build- 
ing is  being  erected  is  not  the  plan  that 
was  submitted  to  the  Committee,  and  of 
which  they  approved.  Here  is  a  letter  1 
have  received  on  the  subject — 

"  I  have  found  out  what  is  going  on  behind 
the  hoardings  at  the  Admiralty.  The  original 
Board  of  Works  design,  approved  by  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons,  had  one 
feature  which,  though  not  redeeming  its  other 
faults,  was  less  hideous  than  the  rest — an  open 
•colonnade,  where  the  garden  wall  on  to  the 
parade  now  is,  connecting  the  two  blocks  of 
i buildings.  This,  without  any  word  of  public 
'intimation,  has  been  given  up,  and  for  it  a  big 
block  of  buildings  substituted  which  will  com- 
pletely alter  the  character  of  the  parade,  and 
-convert  the  Admiralty  garden  into  a  closed  and 
stuflfy  court." 

My  informant  is  a  very  rehable  person, 
and  it  is  for  Lord  Pembroke,  who  is  the 
mouthpiece  of  the  Office  of  Works  in  this 
House,  to  tell  us  whether  or  not  that  is 
the  case.  If  such  a  body  as  I  have  re- 
ferred to  existed,  and  before  any  of  these 
buildings  were  erected  the  proposals  had 
to  come  before  them,  the  public  would 
then  know,  especially  if  that  body  insisted 
upon  models  being  used,  what  was  being 
done,  and  it  would  be  impossible  for 
such  a  state  of  things  to  have  arisen  as 
has  apparently  happened  in  connection 
with  the  Admiralty,  and  such  official 
eccentricities  in  the  matter  of  architec- 
ture and  engineering  as  we  now  see 
would  be  prevented.  Let  me  give  a  few 
instances  of  what  I  mean.  There  is 
Hungerford  Bridge,  Math  its  elephantine 
legs,  straggling  across  the  river,  spoiling 
the  view  of  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
structures  in  the  world  —  Waterloo 
Bridge,  which  Canova  said  was  well 
worth  a  journey  from  Italy  to  see. 
The  Earl  of  Wemyss, 


Again,  there  is  that  beautiful  bridge  at 
Blackfriars,  close  to  which  a  hideous 
railway  bridge  has  been  allowed  to  be 
erected.  Can  anj^hing  be  more 
ugly  on  the  line  of  the  river 
than  Cannon  Street  or  Hungerford 
Stations]  If  we  had  a  properly  consti- 
tuted artistic  body,  as  I  suggest,  we 
should  be  spared  these  disfigurements. 
I  next  take  Putney  Bridge.  1  am  not  an 
admirer  generally  of  the  doings  of  the 
London  County  Council,  but  at  Putney 
they  have  built  a  most  beautiful  bridge, 
from  which,  when  it  was  first  erected, 
there  was  a  lovely  view  both  up  and 
down  the  river.  But,  what  happened  1 
Close  to  it  a  railway  company  was  allowed 
to  put  up  a  hideous  structure  which 
destroys  completely  the  view  of  the 
reach  of  the  river  below  the  bridge. 
My  noble  friend  referred  to  my 
motion,  which  was  carried  the  other 
day  by  41  votes  to  20,  and  said 
he  did  not  know  what  course 
the  Government  were  going  to  take 
with  regard  to  it.  I  shrugged  my 
shoulders,  thereby  meaning  to  imply 
that  I  was  in  the  same  state  of  ignorance 
as  my  noble  friend.  He  thought  I  meant 
that  the  whole  thing  had  been  given 
up,  and  that  the  Government  were  going 
to  do  nothing.  I  cannot  believe  that  the 
Government  will  do  nothing.  Two 
years  ago  140  peers  petitioned  for  a 
certain  thing ;  this  year  the  professors 
of  architecture  and  the  Institute 
of  Architects  petition  for  the  same 
thing,  while  on  a  division  a  motion 
for  the  making  and  exhibition  of 
models  is  carried  against  the  Govern- 
ment by  two  to  one,  and  on  going  through 
the  division  Kst  I  find  that  of  the 
twenty  who  voted  in  the  minority  there 
were  only  three  peers  not  belonging  to 
the  Government.  My  noble  friend  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  smiles  at  the  idea  of 
these  petitions  influencing  any  member 
of  the  Cabinet  or  the  Government.  I  say, 
if  they  do  not,  he  ought  not  to  be  there. 
I  have  received  a  letter  stating  that  the 
city  of  Westminster — ^the  part  of  London 
most  interested  in  what  is  being  done — 
have  memorialised  the  Office  of  Works  in 
favour  of  the  exhibition  of  models. 
Surely  the  Government  will  take  some 
action.  It  is  not  an  aristocratic  tyranny 
under  which   we  live.     We  are  a  free 


nation,  and  the  Govpni; 
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posed  to  represent  the  views  of  the  people. 
I  do  not  ask  at  present  what  the  Govern- 
ment are  going  to  do  with  regard  to  my 
motion,  but  I  hope  they  will  think  the 
matter  well  over  before  they  come  to 
any  decision. 

♦Lord  STANMORE:  I  shall  not  say 
much  in  reply,  but  I  wish  to  point 
out  that  I  am  not  much  touched 
by  the  criticisms  of  my  noble  friend 
at  the  head  of  the  Government,  because 
he  occupied  himself  in  knocking  down 
a  house  which  I  had  not  built.  He 
pointed  out  how  very  objectionable 
it  would  be  to  have  a  Commission, 
spending  money  apparently  without  the 
control  of  ParUament.  What  I  asked 
for  was  a  revival  of  a  Commission  which, 
as  the  noble  Earl  opposite  has  said, 
lasted  for  twenty  years  without  anybody 
objecting  to  it,  and  which  has  many 
bodies  resembling  it  as  distributors  of 
money  voted  by  Parliament.  Of  course 
the  Votes  of  money  would  be  given 
annually  in  the  same  way  as  before  by 
the  House  of  Commons.  A  Vote  of 
£1,000  a  year  would  enable  the  Com- 
mission to  fill  up  one  panel  a  year. 
What  I  ask  is  that  an  interrupted  and 
unfinished  work  should  be  continued. 
Nor  do  I  object  to  the  wall  paper  used 
as  ugly ;  that  is  a  matter  of  individual 
taste.  What  I  do  object  to,  and  what  I 
think  the  Government  should  prevent, 
is  the  papering  over  of  fine  works  of 
art,  whether  the  paper  itself  be  pretty  or 
ngly.  Those  destroyed  works  of  art  are 
the  first  things  that  call  for  restoration. 
I  know  my  motion  will  not  be  carried 
on  a  division,  and  therefore  I  will  not 
put  your  Lordships  to  the  trouble  of 
dividing. 

On  Question,  resolved  in  the  negative. 

TRAWLERS'     CERTIFICATES 
SUSPENSION  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Amendments   reported   (according  to 
Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3^  to-morrow. 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION. 
The  Duke  of  ABERCORN,  who  had 
^iven  notice  to  move  that  certain  noble 
TiOrds  be  named  of  the  Select  Committee 
to  consider  the  Report  and  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Fry  Commission,  said :  My 


Lords,  I  have  come  with  considerable  re- 
luctance to  the  conclusion  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  better  stand  over  until  next 
session.  There  would,  of  course,  be  no  time 
for  it  to  report  this  year,  and  therefore 
any  sittings  that  it  might  hold  would 
practically  be  time  wasted.  Besides, 
certain  noble  Lords  whom  I  have  named 
to  serve  are  not  anxious  to  be  on  the 
Committee,  whilst  others  whose  names 
are  not  included  are  exceedingly  desirous 
to  take  part  in  the  inquiry.  Under 
those  circumstances  I  deem  it  better 
to  postpone  the  appointment,  and  I 
trust  the  Grovernment  will  next  year 
assent  to  the  inquiry  taking  place. 

NAVAL  PRIZE  MONEY. 
Lord  MUSKERRY:  My  Lords,  I 
rise  to  call  attention  to  the  large  amount 
of  naval  prize  and  other  moneys  remain- 
ing unclaimed  and  undistributed,  and  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiratly 
whether  he  is  aware  that  there  are  a 
number  of  sailors,  marines,  and  other 
persons  entitled  to  naval  prize  bounty, 
salvage,  and  other  moneys  who  have 
been  unable  to  ascertain  what  is  due 
to  them,  or  to  get  their  claims  paid  to 
them  by  the  Admiralty;  whether  he 
can  state  approximately  the  total  amount 
due  and  remaining  outstanding  and 
unpaid,  commencing  from  the  year 
1853  to  some  recent  date ;  whether  he 
will  agree  to  a  continuation  Return 
of  the  printed  Return  dated  3rd  March, 
1863,  of  naval  prize,  bounty,  salvage, 
and  other  moneys  received  and  distri- 
buted by  the  Admiralty  to  some  recent 
date,  with  two  additional  columns  show- 
ing **  amount  distributed  "  and  **  amount 
remaining  undistributed,"  and  whether 
he  will  see  that  all  items  like  those  No. 
172,  •*  Acorn  and  55  others,"  and  177, 
**  Assistance  and  thirty-nine  others," 
in  the  Return  of  March,  1863,  are  cor- 
rected in  the  Return  now  asked  for  by 
the  insertion  of  the  full  names  of  all 
and  each  of  the  fifty-five  and  thirty- 
nine  or  other  number  of  ships  referred 
to  in  those  items,  in  such  a  way  that 
officers  and  crews  of  those  ships  respec- 
tively may  be  able  to  ascertain  for  them- 
selves whether  they  have  a  right  to 
participate  in  such  prize  money,  etc., 
and  whether  he  will  include  in  such 
Return  such  portion  of  the  corresjwn- 
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deace  as  will  be  useful  to  those  who 
consider  they  have  claims  to  the  undistri- 
buted portion  of  such  naval  prize  money, 
bounty,  salvage,  etc.  respectively . 

The  first  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (The  Earl  of  Selborne)  :  My 
Lords,  there  are  no  cases  known  of 
p3rsons  being  unable  to  ascertain  what  is 
due  to  them  for  prize  money ;  each 
claim  is  at  once  investigated  on  receipt, 
and  the  appUcant  informed  of  the 
result.  An  account  is  presented  annually 
to  ParUament  showing  the  payments 
made  on  account  of  naval  prize  money, 
and  the  balances  outstanding  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  The  last  account 
presented  was  for  the  period  ended 
31st  March,  1900,  and  showed  a  balance 
of  £50,353.  The  information  given  in 
the  printed  Return  of  3rd  March,  1863, 
could  be  continued  if  required,  with  the 
additional  information  as  to  amounts 
distributed  and  amounts  still  outstanding, 
together  with  the  names  of  all  the  ships 
participating  in  the  awards,  but  such 
Return  would  require  considerable  labour, 
and  would  take  some  time  to  prepare.  It 
is  not  understood  what  correspondence 
would  be  required,  nor  that  any  useful 
purpose  could  be  obtained  by  publishing 
any.  The  Admiralty  have  recently  de- 
cided to  publish  a  list  giving  particulars  of 
all  prize  money  unclaimed  within  the 
last  forty  years,  and,  as  this  will  enable 
the  officers  and  crews  of  the  ships  there- 
in named  to  ascertain  for  themselves 
whether  or  not  they  are  entitled  to  any 
prize  money,  it  may  not,  under  the 
circumstances,  be  considered  necessary 
to  ask  for  the  continuation  of  the  Return 
of  3rd  March,  1863. 


have  leave  to  sit  this  day  till  Four  of  the 
clock,  notwithstanding  the  Sitting  of  the 
House. — {Mr,  Laurence  Hardy,) 


House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes 
past  Six  of  the  clock,  till 
to-morrow,  half-past  Ten 
of  the  clock. 


HOUSE  OP  COMMONS. 
Monday,  22nd  July,  1901. 

STANDING  COMMITTEE  ON  TRADE, 
ETC. 

Ordered,  That  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Trade  (including  Agriculture  and 
Fishing),  Shipping,  and  Manufactures, 


PRIVATE     BILL     BUSINESS. 


PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS  [Lorda] 
iSTANDING  ORDERS  APPLICABLE 
THERETO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  originating 
in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
which  are  applicable  thereto  have  beea 
complied  with,  yiz,  : — 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.- 1) 

Bill  [Lords]. 
Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  3) 

Bill  [Lords]. 
Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  4) 

BiU  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a 
second  time  to-morrow. 

TORRINGTON  AND  OKEHAMPTON 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

Lords'  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

BOURNEMOUTH     CORPORATION    BILL 
[Lords]. 

CHESTER     CORPORATION    TRAMWAYS 
BILL  [Lords]. 

MANCHESTER  CORPORATION   BILL 

[Lords]. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
Amendments. 


ST. 


BILL 


BARTHOLOMEW'S  HOSPITAL 

[Lords]. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
an  Amendment. 

WIGAN  CORPORATION  TRAMWAYS, 
ETC.,  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
Amendments. 

ELLAND  GAS  BILL  [Lords], 
As  amended,  considered  ;    to  be  read 
the  third  time. 
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FRESHWATER,  YARMOUTH,  AND  NEW- 
PORT RAILWAY  BILL  [Lords],  [Nor 
Amended.] 

Considered  ;  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

LEEDS  CHURCHES  BILL  [Lords]. 
WORCESTER  TRAMWAYS    BILL  [Lords]. 
As  amended,  considered ;    to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

LOCAL     GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS   (Na  0)    BILL. 

Lords'  Amendments    considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

GLASGOW  CORPORATION  (POLICE) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  CONFIRMATION 
BILL  [Lords]. 

[Under  the  Private    Legislation  Pro- 
cedure (Scotland)  Act,  1899.] 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  (No.  1) 
BILL  [Lords]. 

WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  (No.  2) 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with- 
out amendment. 

MESSAGE    FROM    THE    LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to :  Long  Eaton 
Gas  Bill ;   South  Metropolitan  Gas  Bill, 
with  Amendments. 


Reports,  &c, 
PETITIONS, 


lua 


EDUCATION  (No.  2)  BILL 
Petition   from  Rochdale,    against ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Dumbarton,, 
and  North  Kensington  (six) ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

.  Petition  from  Cenonbie,  in  favour ;    to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

SOVEREIGN'S  OATH  ON  ACCESSION 
BILL. 

Petitions  against,  from  Edinburgh, 
and  Stepney ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


That  they  have  agreed  to  Amendments 
to  Faversham  Water  Bill  [Lords] ;  Wis- 
l)ech  Water  Bill  [Lords],  without  amend- 
ment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
"  An  Act  to  revive  and  extend  the  powers 
for  the  compulsory  purchase  of  lands  by 
the  Llanelly  Harbour  and  Burry  Naviga- 
tion Commissioners  ;  for  the  execution 
of  works  authorised  by  The  Llanelly 
Harbour  Act,  1896  ;  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Port  and  Harbour  of  Llanelly; 
and  to  empower  the  said  Commissioners 
to  borrow  moneys  with  the  consent  of 
the  Urban  District  Council  of  Llanelly  ; 
and  for  other  purposes."  Llanelly  Har- 
Wr  Bill  [Lords]. 

LLANELLY  HARBOUR  BILL  [Lords]. 
Read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred  to 
^e  Examiners  of  Petii-ions  for  (Private 
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RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

SALMON    AND   FRESHWATER 
FISHERIES   (ENGLAND   AND   WALES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Fortieth  Annual 
Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  Fisheries 
(England  and  Wales),  for  1900  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


SEA   FISHERIES    (ENGLAND  AND 
WALES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Fifteenth  Annual 
Report  of  the  Inspectors,  for  1900 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  1)  BILL. 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  19th  July,  Mr,  Gerald  Balfour]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  272./ 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  3)  BILL. 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  19th  July,  Mr,  Gerald  Bal- 
four'] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  273.] 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS   CONFIRMATION 
(No.  4)  BILL. 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  19th  July,  Mr.  Gerald  Bal- 
four] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  274.]     ,,„,,,  .^GoOgle 


nil 


Questions, 


LIGHTHOUSES.    ETC.    (LOCAL 
INSPECTIONS). 


Copies  presented,  of  Reports  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  by  the  Trinity  House 
of  Deptford  Strond  and  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Northern  Lighthouses  of  their 
Inspection  of  Local  Lighthouses,  Buoys, 
and  Beacons  (in  continuation  of  Parlia- 
mentary Paper,  No.  16,  of  Session 
1900)  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed.     [No.  275.] 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    BOARD 
(SCOTLAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Sixth  Annual 
Report  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
for  Scotland  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

NATIONAL  EDUCATION  (IRELAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Sixty-seventh  Re- 
port of  the  Commissioners,  being  for  the 
year  1900  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  COMMISSION. 
Copy  presented,  of  Forty-fifth  Report 
of  the   Commissioners,    with   Appendix 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EDUCATION  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES). 
Copy  presented,  of  Statement  show- 
ing (1)  Schools  in  receipt  of  Parliamentary 
Grants ;  (2)  Grants  paid  to  School 
Boards  under  Section  97,  Elementary 
Education  Act,  1870  ;  and  (3)  School 
Board  Accounts  and  List  of  Loans  for 
the  year  1900-1901  [by  Command]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 
2663  to  2667  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

PAPER    LAID    UPON    THE    TABLE   BY 
THE    CLERK    OF    THE    HOUSE. 

Public  Records  (Admiralty). — Copy 
of  Ninth  Schedule,  containing  a 
List  and  Particulars  of  Classes  of 
Documents  which  have  been  removed 
from  the  Office  of  the  Commissioners 
for  executing  the  office  of  Lord  High 
Admiral  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  deposited 
in  the  Public  Record  Office,  but  are  not 
considered    of    sufficient    public    value 
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to    justify    their    preservation    therein 
[by  Act]. 


QUESTIONS. 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR— WANTON 

DESTRUCTION  OF  PRIVATE  PROPERTY 

BY  BOERa 

Mr.  PLATT-HIGGINS  (Salfoid,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  if  he  has  any  official  infor- 
mation as  to  wanton  destruction  of 
private  property  in  the  Cape  Colony  by 
the  Boers  under  Commandant  Scheepers. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.):  I  am  informed  by 
Governor  that  on  6th  July  Scheepers, 
accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Luyt  and 
twenty-two  men,  rode  into  Murrays- 
burg  and  stated  that  he  intended  to 
burn  down  public  offices.  He  allowed 
acting  magistrate  to  remove  contents 
off  safes  and  some  papers  and  books, 
and  warned  him  to  leave  by  noon  on  7tli 
July.  He  also  warned  Sharwood,  store- 
keeper, and  Innes,  secretary  of  divisional 
council,  that  he  intended  to  burn  their 
houses,  and  gave  them  one  hour  to 
remove  goods.  They  removed  nearly 
all  their  furniture,  but  time  did  not 
permit  of  removing  Sharwood 's  stock. 
Both  houses,  as  well  as  public  offices  and 
their  contents,  and  some  carts  and 
wagons,  were  then  burnt  by  Scheepers' 
orders.  Scheepers  left  on  7th  July, 
saying  that  he  was  going  to  burn  down 
Herholdt's  farmhouse.  He  carried  out 
his  threat,  but  I  have  received  no  particu- 
lars as  yet.  I  have  seen  telegram  from 
Commandant  of  Richmond  saying  that 
farmer  from  Murraysburg  reports  Schee^ 
pers  stated  that  his  next  bonfire  would  be 
in  Richmond,  and  threatens  that  any 
farmer  who  reports  to  authorities  would 
get  his  farmhouse  burnt,  and  would 
have  to  leave  with  his  stock  to  nearest 
military  station,  I  understand  that  Mr. 
Herholdt  was  the  well-known  Dutch 
member  of  the  Cape  Legislative  Council. 
He  has  taken  no  part  in  the  war,  and 
his  only  offence  was,  I  bdieve,  the 
moderate  attitude  adopted  by  him  in  the 
Cape  Parliament.  The  proceedings  of 
Scheepers  appear  to  be  mere  acts  of 
brigandage.  . 
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CONCENTRATION  CAMPSt— COMMITTEE 
OF  ENGLISH  LADY  VISITORS. 

♦Colonel  LEGGE  (St.  George,  Han- 
over Square) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
H)f  State  for  War  whether  he  ia  in  a 
podtion  to  publish  the  names  of  the 
KX)mmittee  of  ladies  who  are  to  go  out 
-and  visit  the  Boer  refugee  camps,  and 
report  on  their  condition. 

The  SECEETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guild- 
iord) :  The  committee  of  ladies  whom  it 
is  proposed  to  appoint  to  visit  the  Boer 
concentration  camps  and  co-operate  with 
the  local  committees  will  be  composed 
-as  follows : — Lady  Knox,  who  has  con- 
siderable experience  of  South  Africa 
before  and  during  the  war,  and  whose 
ministrations  to  the  sick  and  wounded 
in  Ladysmith  did  much  to  alleviate 
their  sufferings;  Mrs.  Fawcett,  LL.D., 
who  has  taken  a  leading  position  in  all 
movements  for  the  improvement  of  the 
•condition  of  working  women;  Miss 
Lucy  Deane,  His  Majesty's  inspector  of 
factories,  who  has  very  large  experience 
in  special  investigation  and  in  inquiries 
into  matters  relating  to  women  and 
•children;  Miss  Scarlett  and  Dr.  Jane 
Watherston,  who  are  both  medical 
graduates,  with  considerable  practical 
-experience  of  work  abroad — both  are 
now  in  South  Africa;  Miss  Brereton, 
who  has  been  in  charge  of  the  Yeomanry 
hospital  in  South  Africa,  and  who  has 
much  administrative  experience.  The 
-appointment  of  the  two  last  named 
•cannot  be  completed  pending  further 
information  as  to  the  time  which  they 
<^n  spare  from  their  professional  calls. 
Lady  Knox,  Mrs.  Fawcett,  and  Miss 
Deane  left  for  South  Africa  this  morning. 


LORD  KITCHENER'S  DEMAND  FOR 
MOUNTED  TROOPS. 

Mb.  COURTENAY  WARNER  (Staf- 
fordshire, Lichfield) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
Lord  Kitchener  has  accepted  the  offer  of 
more  mounted  troops  from  Queensland 
in  the  last  few  days. 

T  in  mtme  issues  ot  The  DebcUes  questioBS 
relating  to  camps  for  the  accommodation  of 
disaffected  (civilian)  refugees  will  take  the 
heading  "  Concentration  Camps"  ;  Questions 
relating  {to  camps  for  the  accommooation  of 
loyaHst  refugees  will  take  the  heading 
^'Refuge  Camps. »-[Ed.]    ' 


Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devonshire,  South 
Molton)  :  I  bejg  also  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  if  Lord  Kitchener  has 
telegraphed  to  Queensland  that  he  would 
be  glad  of  more  mounted  troops  for 
South  Africa. 

Mr.  brodrick  :  In  reply  to  these 
questions,  some  Queenslanders  who  have 
previously  served  in  South  Africa  are 
desirous  of  returning  there  to  fill  up  the 
vacancies  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  Queens- 
land contingents.  Lord  Kitchener  has 
accordingly  telegraphed  his  wiUingness 
to  accept  their  services.  Lord  Kitchener 
has  not  asked  for  any  further  mounted 
troops,  and  I  have  reason  to  beUeve  that 
he  is  fully  satisfied  with  the  number 
he  has  got 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  TTill  the 
Queensland  troopers  be  paid  at  the  rate 
of  5s.  per  day  1 

*Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  !    That 
does  not  arise  out  of  the  question. 


SPION    KOP. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  (Donegal,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to 
thk  War  Office  whether  he  is  aware  that 
eight  months  after  the  battle  of  Spion 
Kop  Mr.  G.  L.  Coventry,  a  loyalist,  who 
owns  the  farm  on  which  Spion  Kop 
stands,  had  to  bury  the  boi^es  of  no 
fewer  than  thirty-one  soldiers  who  had 
fallen  in  the  engagement  at  Spion  Kop 
and  had  not  received  proper  sepulture ; 
and  has  the  War  Office  any,  and,  if  so, 
what,  explanation  to  offer  for  the  desecra- 
tion of  the  bodies  of  men  who  lost  their 
lives  in  that  battle. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Lord  Stanley, 
Lancashire,  Westhoughton) :  I  ^am  not 
aware  of  the  fact  alleged  in  the  first  part 
of  the  question.  As  regards  the  second 
part,  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  my  pre- 
vious replies  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL:  Will  the 
noble  Lord  allow  me  to  hand  him  a 
photograph  taken  on  the  spot  1 

*Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order !    That 

can  be  done  privately.  ^^^^^^^  by  GoOQIc 
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ALLEGED  MURDER  OF  A  BOER  AT 
PETERSBURG. 

Mr.  O'DOWD  (SUgo,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
a  statement  by  Corporal  Wynne  Jones, 
A.S.C.,  that  on  entering  Petersburg  the 
troops  shot  down  a  young  Boer  whom 
they  found  there,  and  afterwards  finished 
him  with  the  bayonet,  and  whether  he 
will  institute  inquiries  with  the  view  of 
having  the  men  who  committed  this 
murder  punished. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  No,  Sir.  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  such  statement,  nor  am  I 
prepared  to  institute  inquiries  into  a 
statement  unsupported  by  corroborative 
testimony. 

THE  DORDRECHT  EXECUTION. 
Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  the  leading  residents 
at  Dordrecht,  in  the  Middleburg  district, 
were  ordered  recently  to  attend  the 
execution  of  a  prisoner  in  that  place, 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  can  state  the  reason 
for  this  proceeding. 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  I  have  received 
the  following  telegram  from  General 
Kitchener — 

"General  French  reports  some  twenty  dig* 
)oyal  Dutch  were  ordered  to  attend.  Deval 
also  ordered  as  being  Under-Sheriff.  Execu- 
tion took  place  in  prison  yard,  which  is 
altogether  hidden  from  public  view  by  high 
walls.  Dutch  Reformed  Church  minister  was 
with  prisoner  on  the  scaffold,  and  for  two 
days  previously." 

ROYAL  MILITARY    SCHOOL  FEES. 

Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN  (Mont- 
gomeryshire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
an  oflScer  who  has  retired  on  a  pension 
at  the  age  of  forty,  after  nineteen  years 
service,  has  to  pay  the  full  contribution 
(as  in  the  case  of  a  civilian)  in  respect  of 
his  sons  in  the  Royal  Military  Academy 
and  the  Royal  Military  College,  whether 
he  will  take  the  case  of  these  officers  into 
consideration ;  and  can  he  say  whether 
service  with  embodied  Militia  counts  for 
all  purposes  as  Army  Service. 

Lord  STANLEY:  No  sufficient 
reasons  have  been  adduced  for  a  reduc- 


tion of  the  period  of  twenty  years  service 
required.  As  regards  the  MiUtia,  em- 
bodied service  will  be  allowed  to  reckon 
towards  the  twenty  years  service  re- 
quired. 

ARMY  REORGANISATION— MOUNTED' 
RIFLEMEN. 

Sm  ELLIOTT  LEES  (Birkenhead): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  in  the  Army  Reorganisa- 
tion  Scheme  any  provision  has  been 
made  for  training  an  increased  number  of 
regular  soldiers  in  the  duties  of  mounted 
men  armed  with  the  rifle ;  whether 
it  is  contemplated  that,  in  the  event  of 
war  with  a  first  class  Power,  the  Imperial 
Yeomanry  authorised  by  the  new  scheme 
should  be  invited  ta  volunteer  for  foreign 
service;  whether  it  is  intended  to  arm 
any  cavalry  regiments  with  the  rifle;, 
and  whether  any  cavalry  regiments  will, 
in  future  be  trained  to*  rely  upon  fire 
effect  rather  than  upon  shock  tactics. 

Mr.  BRODRICK :  AU  the  questions 
involved  in  my  hon.  friend's  question 
are  being  carefully  considered,  but  I  am 
not  prepared  at  present  to  make  any 
statement  upon  them. 

BMj^  **SJJNF1BK^  and  "SKATE." 
Mr.  HARMSWORTH  (Caithness) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  he  can  say  at  what  date  the 
repairs  to  H.M.S.  **  Sunfish  '*  and  H.M.S. 
**  Skate  **  will  be  completed ;  and 
whether  any  date  can  be  fixed  when 
they  will  be  out  of  dockyard  hands. 

The  secretary  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Arnold-Forstkr,  Belfast, 
W.) :  Repairs  to  **  Skate "  are  com- 
plete, and  she  is  out  of  dockyard  hands. 
Repairs  to  **  Sunfish "  dependent  on 
delivery  of  materials  by  contractor. 
The  date  for  completion  cannot  yet  be 
fixed. 

VENTILATION  ON  WAR  VESSEL& 
Mr.  HARMSWORTH :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether 
the  Board  of  Admiralty  contemplate  the- 
adoption  of  an  improved  system  of 
ventilation  on  board  His  Majesty's 
ships,  especially  in  vessels  belonging  to 
the  Mediterranean,  East  Indies,  and 
China  Squadrons.  . 
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Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  Improve- 
ments are  being  made  continuously  in 
Tentilation  arrangements  for  His  Majesty's 
ships,  so  as  to  fit  them  for  any  stations 
to  which  they  may  be  sent.  No  special 
action  is  contemplated  for  vessels  attached 
to  the  Mediterranean,  East  Indies  and 
China  Squadrons.  A  -new  departure 
has  been  made  in  recent  battleships  and 
cruisers,  based  on  the  extensive  use  of 
electro-motors  for  fans,  with  special 
arrangements  for  air  supply  and  exhaust 
in  each  compartment. 

WIRELESS  TELEGRAPHY  —  ALLEGED 
OFFER  OF  SIGNOR  MARCONI  TO 
THE   ADMIRALTY. 

Mb.  HARMSWORTH:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  the  cost  of  each 
installation  of  wireless  telegraphy  is 
£4,000,  and  that  it  would  have  been 
•only  one-tenth  of  that  amount  if  Signor 
Marconi's  invention  had  been  accepted 
by  the  Admiralty  when  it  was  first 
offered  by  the  inventor,  whether  he  can 
•explain  why  this  offer  was  not  accepted. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER:  No  such 
price  has  ever  been  paid,  and  no  such 
offer  as  that  suggested  in  the  question 
can  be  traced  at  the  Admiralty. 

GUNNERY    AND    TORPEDO 
LIEUTENANTS. 

*SiR  JOHN  COLOxMB  (Great  Yar- 
mouth) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
^he  Admiralty  whether  the  gunnery  and 
torpedo  Ueutenants  of  battleships  and 
cruisers  will  have  all  night  in  during 
the  manoeuvres ;  or  whether  they  will 
take  regular  turns  of  watch  keeping  at 
night  the  same  as  other  Heutenants. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER :  The  ques- 
tion of  what  oflScers  will  be  engaged  in 
watch  keeping  on  the  ships  taking  part 
•in  the  manoeuvres  is  a  matter  which 
must  depend  entirely  upon  the  captains 
*of  the  respective  ships,  who  can  alone 
•decide  on  what  allocartion  of  duty  is 
necessary  in  view  of  the  special  service 
on  which  the  ship  is  employed. 

*SiR  JOHN  COLOMB :  I  understand 
^that  at  other  times  they  do  not  keep 
watch.  Are  they  to  do  so  in  the  coming 
maanoBuvres  1 


Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER:  It  is  en- 
tirely  a  matter  for  the  discretion  of  the 
officer  in  command. 


CmNESE    INDEMNITY  —  METHOD    OF 
PAYMENT. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  On  behalf 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  AUied 
Powers  have  yet  agreed  on  the  method 
of  payment  of  the  Chinese  indemnity 
and  the  means  by  which  the  indemnity 
is  to  be  raised  ;  and  if  they  have,  whether 
he  can  state  them  to  the  House. 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Viscount 
Cranborne,  Rochester) :  It  has  been 
agreed  that  payment  should  be  made  by 
means  of  4  per  cent,  bonds  payable  by 
China  to  each  of  the  creditor  Powers. 
Considerable  progress  has  recently  been 
made  in  the  negotiations  with  regard 
to  the  sources  of  revenue  to  be  utilised 
for  the  service  of  the  bonds,  but  I  am 
unable  as  yet  to  make  any  more  detailed 
statement. 


BANISHED  CmNESE    MINISTERS. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  :  On  behalf 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo,  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  Govern- 
ment has  any  information  as  to  the 
whereabouts  of  Prince  Tuan  and  General 
Tung-fuh-Siang ;  and  are  they  able 
to  say  whether  Prince  Tuan  is  at  the 
head  of  a  considerable  force. 

Viscount  CRANBORNE :  According 
to  latest  information  Tuan  is  with  his 
relation  the  Mongol  Prince  of  Alashan  ; 
Tung  is  in  the  western  part  of  Kansu. 
We  have  no  information  to  the  effect 
suggested  in  the  last  sentence  of  the 
question. 

FOREIGN  TROOPS  IN  CHINA. 
Mr.  LAMBERT :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretarv  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  if  he  will  say  what  are  the  num- 
bers of  foreign  troops  at  Shanghai, 
specifying  numbers  and  nationalities. 

Viscount      CRANBORNE :        The 
;  foreign  troops  now  at  Shanahai^areiT-? 
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British,  1,945  ;  French,  750  (6  guns) ; 
German,  850  (4  or  6  guns)  ;  Japanese, 
300. 

CHINA— COST  OF  BHUTABY 
OPERATIONS. 

Mr.  HERBERT  LEWIS  (Flint 
Boroughs) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  whether  he  can  state 
the  estimated  total  cost  of  the  military 
operations  in  China  up  to  the  present 
date  ;  and  can  he  now  give  an  estimate 
of  the  total  cost  of  the  naval  operations 
in  China. 

♦The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  The  total  estimated  cost 
of  the  expeditionary  force  is  put  at 
£4,350,000.  This  does  not  include  any 
expenses  of  the  Royal  Navy,  which  it  is 
not  possible  to  estimate. 

NATIONAL  COAL  SUPPLY. 
Mr.  M'KENNA  (Monmouthshire,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether,  in  view  of  the  ex- 
pressed desire  to  conserve  our  coal  sup- 
plies for  future  generations,  he  wUl 
consider  the  expediency  of  adopting 
means  to  prevent  or  curtail  the  free 
letting  of  mineral  areas  still  undeveloped, 
tracts  of  such  areas  still  existing  in  South 
Wales  and  other  coal-producing  districts. 

♦SiE  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  I  hardly 
know  to  what  the  hon.  Member  refers ; 
perhaps  he  will  be  good  enough  to 
communicate  with  me  privately.  We 
have  under  consideration  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Royal  Commission  to  deal  with 
the  coal  supply  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

INCOME  TAX  ABATEMENTS. 

Mr.  HERBERT  LEWIS  :  I  beg  to  ask 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
he  can  say  what  was  the  estimated  total 
amount  of  abatements  to  \irhich  income- 
tax  payers  were  entitled  during  the  year 
ending  the  31st  March,  1900,  and  what 
Was  the  total  amount  actually  paid  to 
such  persons  during  the  same  period. 

*SiR  M.   HICKS  BEACH  :  It  is  not 

possible  to  give  the  information  asked 
for  in  the  first  part  of  the  question,  as 
the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  can  have 


no  knowledge  of  any  title  to  abatement 
unless  a  claim  be  made  in  respect  of  it. 
The  amount  actually  paid  was  £313,656. 

CHEQUE  BANK  LIQUmATION. 
Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.) :  I  beg 
I  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  he  can  state  the  amount 
of  liabilities  owing  by  the  Cheque  Bank 
to  holders  of  Cheque  Bank  cheques  at 
the  time  of  the  bank's  suspension,  and 
the  amount  of  cash  held  and  capital  un- 
called ;  and  whether  any  of  this  has  been 
paid  away  ;  and,  if  so,  how  much  to  the 
holders  of  the  cheques  ;  and  whether  he 
has  any  further  information  as  to  the 
progress  of  the  liquidation. 

Thb  president  of  the  B0AEI> 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour. 
Leeds,  Central):  I  am  not  in  pos- 
session of  any  further  information 
as  to  the  progress  of  the  liqui- 
dation, and  regret  that  I  cannot 
furnish  the  particulars  asked  for.  I  hav^ 
already  informed  my  honourable  friend,, 
in  reply  to  previous  questions,  that  the 
voluntary  liquidation  is  being  continued 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Court,  but 
that  no  compulsory  order  has  been  made, 
and  that  the  Board  of  Trade  have  con- 
sequently no  control  over  the  liquida- 
tion. 

CORONATION    CEREMONY— WEST- 
MINSTER ABBEY. 

Lord  BALCARRES  (Lancashire, 
Chorley) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Com- 
missioner of  Works  if  any  arrangements 
have  been  made  for  preparing  West- 
minster Abbey  for  the  Coronation 
ceremony,  and  if  the  Dean  and  Chapter 
and  their  architect  will  retain  any  con- 
trol over  the  structure  of  the  Abbey 
during  the  progress  of  the  works. 

The  first  COMmSSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  Kent> 
St.  Augustine's) :  No  arrangements  have 
yet  been  made  for  preparing  Westminster 
Abbey  for  the  Coronation.  The  answer 
to  the  second  part  of  my  noble  friend's 
question  is  also  in  the  negative,  as,  accord- 
ing to  precedent,  the  work  would  be 
undertaken  by  my  Department. 

QUEEN   VICTORIA    MEMOWAL 
Lord  BALCARRES :   I  beg  to  a* 
the  First  Commissioner  of  Works  if  he^ 
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is  in  a  position  to  make  any  statement 
about  the  National  Memorial  to  Her 
late  Majesty,  and  if  any  opportunity 
can  be  aJforded  to  the  public  of  seeing 
a  model  of  the  suggested  group  of 
statuary  which  is  to  form  the  chief 
feature  of  the  memorial. 

Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS:  I  have 
nothing  at  present  to  add  to  the  answer 
I  gave  on  Friday  last,  t  My  noble  friend 
will  recollect  that  the  matter  does  not 
rest  with  me.  When  the  design  shall 
have  been  selected,  I  have  promised  that, 
ii  it  involves  an  alteration  of  the  Mall, 
the  plans  of  any  such  alteration  shall 
be  exhibited  in  the  House. 

SUICIDE     OF     LONDON     ACTRESSES- 
SALE  OF  COCAINE. 

Mr.  MACDONA  (Southwark,  Rother- 
hithe):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  death 
of  two  actresses,  caused  by  taking 
poisonous  doses  of  cocaine ;  and,  con- 
sidering the  increase  in  the  practice  of 
taking  this  drug  internally,  whether 
he  will  take  steps,  by  legislation  or 
otherwise,  to  place  some  restriction  upon 
the  sale  of  cocaine,  except  to  medical 
men  and  others  skilled  in  its  legitimate 
use. 

♦Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS  (for  Mr. 
RrrcfflE)  :  I  am  informed  by  the  Privy 
Council  that  a  Committee  has  been 
appointed  to  consider  the  First  Schedule 
of  the  Poison  Act,  1868,  and  that  the 
matter  will  be  referred  to  them. 

GREENWICH    UNION   CEMETERY 
SCANDAL. 

Mr.  murphy  (Kerry,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  whether,  having  regard  to 
the  exhuming  of  bodies  without  authority 
at  the  Brockley  Cemetery,  and  the  action 
of  the  superintendent  in  allowing  plates 
to  be  removed  from  coffins  and  Roman 
Catholics  to  be  interred  in  the  Protestant 
part  of  the  cemetery,  he  will  take  steps 
to  prevent  such  action  in  future  by 
mating  the  officials  of  the  cemetery  and 
mortuary  responsible  to  only  one 
authority. 

*Mr.    AKERS    DOUGLAS    (for    Mr. 
Ritchie)  :     The    Secretary    of     State 
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for  the  Home  Department,  to  whom 
this  question  should  have  been  ad- 
dressed, is  informed  that  in  order  to 
carry  out  the  licence  to  remove  the  body 
of  one  of  the  paupers  referred  to  in  his 
answer  of  Monday  lastt  it  was  found 
necessary,  owing  to  the  confusion  which 
had  occurred,  to  open  two  coffins.  It  was 
only  to  this  extent  that  there  was  any 
exhuming  of  bodies  without  authority. 
The  removal  of  coffin  plates  was  most 
reprehensible,  and  the  guardians  have 
taken  serious  notice  of  tlie  matter.  He 
trusts  that  the  regulations  they  have 
laid  down  will  prevent  the  recurrence 
of  such  a  scandal  in  the  future ;  but  he 
does  not  see  how  the  case  would  be 
bettered  by  making  the  officials  of  the 
cemetery  and  the  workhouse  mortuary 
responsible  to  only  one  authority,  even  if 
that  were  practicable. 


CARDIFF  HIGHER    GRADE    SCHOOL. 

Mr.  CORRIE  grant  (Warwickshire, 
Rugby) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Educa- 
tion whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  published  statement  of  Mr. 
Lewis  Williams,  chairman  of  the  Cardiff 
School  Board,  that,  if  the  fifteen  years 
age  limit  is  appUed  to  the  higher  grade 
school  at  Cardiff,  there  will  be  273 
students  excluded  and  not  160,  which 
is  the  number  in  the  science  school  alone, 
and  leaves  out  of  account  the  numbers 
in  the  elementary  section,  and  further 
that  in  the  Cardiff  intermediate  schools 
there  are  only  eight  scholarships  offered, 
leaving  265  children,  nine-tenths  of 
whom  are  quite  unable  to  pay  the  fees 
of  the  intermediate  school ;  and  whether 
he  has  received  any  communication 
from  the  Cardiff  School  Board  on  the 
matter ;  and,  if  so,  to  what  purport ; 
and,  if  not,  whether  he  will  inquire  into 
the  matter. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the 
BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  (Sir  J.  Gorst, 
Cambridge  University) :  I  have  seen 
the  statement.  My  observations  applied 
to  the  school  of  science,  and  the  numbers 
I  gave  are  not  disputed.  I  have  received 
no  communication  from  the  Cardiff 
School  Board,  and  I  see  no  ground  for 
further  inquiry. 
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LONGTON  (STAFFS.)  SCHOOL  BOARD 
AND  TECHNICAL  EDUCATION. 

Mr.  CORRIE  grant  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  Longton  (Staffordshire)  School 
Board  on  Tuesday  last,  at  which  it  was 
stated  that  the  technical  classes  of  the 
town  council  had  not  dwindled  in  the 
art  classes  from  140  to  40,  in  the  short- 
hand classes  from  110  to  7,  and  in  the 
physiography  classes  from  70  to  10, 
because  of  the  competition  of  the  board's 
free  evening  continuation  school  close  by, 
but  because  the  board  about  a  year  ago 
temporarily  withdrew  its  students  from 
the  technical  classes  during  a  dispute 
with  the  town,  council  as  to  representa- 
tion on  the  technical  instruction  com- 
mittee, which  was  satisfactorily  settled ; 
whether  he  has  received  any  communica- 
tion from  the  Longton  School  Board  on 
the  subject ;  and,  if  so,  to  what  purport ; 
and,  if  not,  whether  he  will  inquire  into 
the  matter. 

Sir  J.  GORST  :  There  seems  to  be  no 
substantial  difference  between  the  state- 
ment in  the  question  and  that  made  by 
me  in  the  House.  A  resolution  of  the 
school  board  was  sent  to  me  traversing 
my  statement  in  general  terms,  and  I 
have  asked  the  school  board  to  specify 
in  what  particular  the  statement  is  in- 
correct. 


SARK  AND  GUERNSEY  TELEGRAPHIC 
COMMUNICATION— WIRELESS  TELE- 
GRAPHY. 

Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Canter- 
bury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  whether  anything  is  being  done 
to  connect  by  telegraph  the  island  of 
Sark  with  Guernsey ;  and  whether  he 
proposes  to  continue  the  poUcy  of  his 
predecessor  in  refusing  an  offer  of  Mar- 
coni's Wireless  Telegraph  Company  to 
connect  Sark  with  Guernsey  by  wireless 
telegraphy  without  any  expense  what- 
ever to  the  Government. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Austen  Chamber- 
lain, Worcestershire,  E.) :  The  Post- 
master General  has  not  received  any 
fresh  application  for  the  connection  by 


telegraph  of  the  island  of  Sark  with 
Guernsey.  He  was  in  correspondence 
with  the  Attorney  General  of  Guernsey, 
who  took  much  trouble  to  obtain  the 
necessary  guarantees,  but  unfortunately 
without  success.  The  Postmaster 
General  has  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
the  Marconi  Wireless  Telegraph  Com- 
pany are  prepared  to  maintain  perma- 
nent telegraphic  communication  between 
Sark  and  Guernsey  without  charge ;  and 
it  is,  of  course,  permanent  communi- 
cation that  is  required. 

Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON :  Is  the 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  the  Marconi 
Company  offered  to  do  this  without 
charge,  either  permanently  or  tem- 
porarily ? 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  No ; 
according  to  information  supplied  me  by 
the  Postmaster  General  he  has  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  the  company  are  willing 
to  maintain  the  communication  per- 
manently. 

Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON :  Is  not 
the  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  the 
company  put  their  offer  in  writing  1 

*Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  !    The 
question  has  been  answered. 

WEST  INDIAN  MAIL  DELAYS. 

Sir  CHARLES  DALRYMPLE  (Ips- 
wich) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  whether  he  can  explain  why  the 
letters  by  West  Indian  mail  steamer 
**  Orinoco,'*  which  were  landed  at  Ply- 
mouth at  9  p.m.  on  Wednesday  last, 
were  not  deUvered  in  the  city  of  London 
before  3.45  on  Thursday;  and  what 
steps  it  is  proposed  to  take  to  avoid  such 
delay  in  future. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  The 
mails  were  forwarded  from  Plymouth 
by  the  first  available  train ;  and  unless  a 
special  train  had  been  employed  the 
letters  could  not  have  been  ddivered  any 
earlier.  The  Postmaster  General  has 
for  some  time  had  under  consideration 
the  question  of  making  special  arrange- 
ments for  forwarding  the  West  India 
mails  from  Plymouth  on  occasions  such 
as  that  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member, 
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lut  he  has  not  yet  been  able  to  arrive  at  a 
definite  conclusion  on  the  subject. 

BUTTER  STANDARD   COMMITTEE- 
IRISH  REPRESENTATION. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Clare  County  Council  calling 
for  the  appointment  of  some  representa- 
tives of  the  Irish  salt  butter  industry  on 
the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the 
butter  trade ;  and  whether  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  Clare  County  Council  w3l  be 
iavourably  considered. 

'ftE  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover):  Yes, 
Sir ;  but,  as  I  have  stated,  my  right  hon. 
Wend  the  Minister  for  Agriculture  can- 
not consent  to  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  Irish  representatives.  He  proposes 
to  deal  with  the  difficulty  by  appointing 
t)n  the  Committee  another  member  who 
will  represent  the  consumers  or  the  trade 
in  this  country. 

DEVELOPMENT  OF  SOUTH  KERRY 
FISHERIES. 

Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
=a8k  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  wiU 
•state  the  number  of  applications  that  have 
been  received  since  April,  1900,  by  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  for  the  con- 
struction of  piers,  slips,  and  roads,  and 
ior  loans  in  connection  with  the  develop- 
ment of  the  fisheries  and  other  industries 
in  the  congested  districts  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Division  of  South  Kerry,  how 
many  o€  these  applications  have  been 
granted,  how  many  have  been  held  over 
for  favourable  consideration  when  grants 
-are  next  allocated  ;  and  whether  he  will 
state  the  amount  of  money  that  has  been 
-expended  by  the  Board  in  these  districts 
during  the  past  financial  year. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Eleven  applications 
tor  works  in  South  Kerry  were  received 
in  the  period  stated  ;  of  these  eight  were 
postponed,  one  was  rejected,  and  in  two 
-cases  grants  were  made.  The  number 
"of  applications  for  loans  in  connection 
^th  fisheries  and  other  industries  was 
iorty-six,  of  which  forty-one  were  granted 


and  five  are  pending.  The  amount  issued 
on  loans  was  £779  10s.  2d.  In  the  case 
of  expenditure  on  agriciJtural  schemes, 
the  accounts  of  the  Board  do  not  dis- 
tinguish between  such  expenditure  in 
local  areas,  and  it  is  not  practicable, 
therefore,  U>  give  the  information  desired 
at  the  end  of  the  question. 

MULLINGAR  UNION  ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  (Westmeath,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  the  officer  ap- 
pointed by  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  adjust  the  balances  for  and  against 
the  several  electoral  divisions  in  Mullingar 
Union  took  into  consideration  that  at 
the  end  of  the  half-year  ending  30th 
September,  1898,  there  was  £200  due  to 
the  division  of  Killucan  from  the  Board 
of  Public  Works,  of  which  the  said  divi- 
sion only  was  given  credit  for  £70  ;  and, 
seeing  that  the  electoral  divisions  of 
Killucan,  Gloghan,  and  Clonlost,  during 
the  half-year  ending  25th  March,  1899, 
expended  for  purposes  under  the 
Labourers  Acts,  in  anticipation  of  loans  for 
schemes  already  sanctioned  by  the  Boaid 
of  Works  and  the  Local  Government 
Board,  the  sums  of  £195  4s.  2d., 
£106  19s.  8d.,  and  £174  7s.  lOd.,  respec- 
tively, and  as  these  divisions  were  caused 
by  this  capital  expenditure  to  appear  in 
debt,  and  were  called  upon  to  meet  it  by 
increased  taxation,  and  as  the  adjustment 
order  was  made  when  the  late  clerk  was 
ill  and  unable  to  explain  the  matter  to 
the  adjusting  officer,  whether  he  will 
request  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  reconsider  the  cases  of  these  divisions 
with  a  view  of  having  the  amount  of  the 
extra  rate  refunded ;  and  will  he  state 
whether  each  of  these  divisions  has  been 
credited  with  the  full  amount  due  to  them 
from  the  Board  of  Works  for  the  building 
of  labourers'  cottages  under  the  several 
schemes. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  A  sum  of  £70,  not 
£200,  was  due  to  the  Killucan  Division 
on  the  30th  September,  1898,  out  of  a 
loan  sanctioned  for  the  erection  of  cot- 
tages in  that  division.  The  adjusting 
officer  dealt  with  the  balances  certified  by 
the  auditor  on  the  final  account  of  the 
former  board  of  guardians  for  the  half 
year  ended  March,    1899.     He  had  no 
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power  to  deal  directly  with  the  balances 
of  the  previous  half-year  to  September, 
1898,  though  these  were  brought  for- 
ward in  the  accounts  for  the  following 
half-year,  and  consequently  were  taken 
into  consideration  when  the  adjustment 
Orders  were  made.  The  r^ly  to  the 
last  paragraph  is  in  the  affirmative.  The 
accounts  of  these  divisions  have  all  been 
investigated  and  reinvestigated,  and 
there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  necesfeity 
for  further  consideration. 

ATTACKS    ON    ROMAX  CATHOLICS    AT 
BELFAST. 

Mk.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  on  Monday  evening  last  a 
planned  attack  was  made  by  a  party  of 
roughs  upon  a  number  of  Roman  Catholic 
cattle  drovers  engaged  in  the  work  of 
removing  cattle  from  the  railway  vans 
of  the  Great  Northern  Railway  to  the 
English  cross-channel  steamers  at  Bel- 
fast, and  that  one  of  these  Roman 
Catholic  workmen  while  so  engaged  was 
beaten  and  sustained  severe  injuries ; 
and,  seeing  that  these  cattle  drovers 
have  been  repeatedly  threatened  and 
assaulted  during  the  past  twelve  months, 
and  thereby  intimidated  from  pursuing 
their  avocation,  whether  he  will  take 
measures  to  put  a  stop  to  the  congre- 
gating of  these  roughs  between  3  o'clock 
and  9  o'clock  in  the  evening  outside 
the  Great  Northern  Railway  works 
by  stationing  a  sufficient  number  of 
police  from  the  railway  gate  to  the  Boyne 
Bridge  to  protect  the  workmen  therein 
engaged. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  information 
before  me  is  to  the  eflPect  that  a  Roman 
CathoUc  named  Black  was  assaulted  on 
the  15th  instant  while  engaged  in  this 
work,  but  that,  so  far  as  the  poUce  can 
ascertain,  no  planned  attack  was  made 
on  the  Roman  CathoUc  drovers.  I 
have  not  sufficient  information  to  enable 
me  to  reply  to  the  remainder  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  perhaps  the  hon.  Member 
will  be  good  enough  to  repeat  it  to- 
morrow. 


EXTRA  POLICE  IN  COUNTY  8LIG0. 
Mr.  O'DOWD  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary   to    the  Lord    Lieutenant   of 


Ireland,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  there 

are    already    three    permanent    police 

stations  within  a  radius  of  two  and  a 

half  miles  of  Leitrim  Farm,  in  Sligo 

county,,  where  iron  huts  are  now  being 

>  erected,    and,    seeing    that    these    are 

:  sufficient   to   afford   protection   to  one 

I  individual,   whether  he  will  undertake 

that  unnecessary  cost  be  not  infficted 

on  the  ratepayers  of  that  district  by  the 

erection  of  the  iron  huts  referred  to. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Protection  will  be 
given  from  the  four  new  police  stations 
in  the  district  of  Achonry  to  any  indi- 
vidual who  may  be  threatened  or  molested 
in  the  pursuit  of  his  legitimate  occupa- 
tion. The  circumstances  leading  up  to 
the  formation  of  these  stations  are  well 
known.  No  unnecessary  cost  will  be 
imposed  upon  the  ratepayers  by  the 
employment  of  a  force  of  extra  police, 
but  a  moiety  of  the  expenses  incurred 
will  be  levied  off  the  district  so  long 
as  it  may  be  found  requisite  to  retain  thi 
additional  force. 

Mr.  O'DOWD  :  Is  it  not  the  fact  that 
there  are  already  sufficient  police  there 
for  protection  purposes  1 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  If  the  county  council 
refuse  to  pay  for  the  extra  police  oa 
the  ground  of  their  bang  unnecessary^ 
what  course  will  the  Irish  GrOYemment 
take  in  the  matter  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  decline  to  answer 
so  hypothetical  and,  I  trust,  so  remote^ 
a  question. 

Mr.  O'DOWD  :  Are  the  huts  erected 
for  the  protection  of  more  than  one^ 
person  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  They  are  for  the 
protection  of  any  person  who  may 
require  it. 

Mr.  flavin  (Kerry,  N.) :  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  in 
consequence  of  the  small  amount  of 
duty  these  police  perform  they 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order  1 

IRISH  LAND  APPEALS. 
Mr.  FLYNN :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary   to   the   Lord   Lieutenant  of 
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Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
directed  to  the  proceedings  before  the 
Land  Commission  Judges  at  the  Four 
Courts,  Dublin,  on  the  16th  instant, 
when,  in  many  of  the  cases  of  appeal  upon 
the  question  of  acreable  value,  the  appeal 
rent  was  varied  from  the  rent  fixed 
by  the  Sub-Commissioners  by  small 
sums  only,  and,  in  the  case  of  Gaughan  v. 
Knox  Gore,  the  appeal  rent  was  fixed 
by  the  court  valuer  at  7d.  per  acre 
more  than  the  rent  fixed  by  the  Sub- 
Commissioners  ;  and  Mr.  Commissioner 
O'Brien  commented  adversely  on  the 
reversal  of  the  Sub-Commissioners' 
decision  for  trifling  diflPerences ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  over 
12,000  appeals  now  stand  to  be  heard, 
eflfect  will  be  given  to  Mr.  Commissioner 
O'Brien's  recommendation  that  costs 
ought  to  be  imposed  upon  appellants 
who  are  unreasonable  in  their  conduct, 
as  prescribed  by  Section  9  of  the  Land 
Law  Act  of  1881. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  In  the  case  of 
Gaughan  v.  Knox  Gore  the  Commissioners 
differed  from  the  Sub-Commissioners  as 
to  the  classification  and  acreable  rent 
of  various  sections  of  the  land.  The 
court  valuer's  estimate  was  not  arrived 
at  by  taking  a  deduction  of  7d.  per 
acre  all  round,  as  apparently  suggested. 
The  Commissioners  dechne  to  discuss 
the  merits  of  their  judicial  decisions. 
The  question  of  costs  is  one  for  determin- 
ation by  the  Court  itself. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.)  : 
But  one  of  the  judges  complained 
strong)^  of  the  numbe-  of  frivolous 
appeals. 

FERMOY  URBAN  DISTRICf  COTTNaL 
MEETINGS. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Cork 
County,  N.E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  the  inconvenience  caused  to  members 
of  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Fermoy 
by  the  statutory  obligation  to  hold  their 
meetings  at  twelve  o'clock  noon  on  the 
first  Monday  of  each  month,  which  being 
a  cattle  fair  day  renders  the  attendance 
of-  members  inconvenient  and  almost 
impossible,  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
f*ct  that  under  the  provisions  of  the 


Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act  of  1898, 
county  and  borough  councils  possess  the- 
power  of  regulating  their  meetings,  the 
Local  Government  Board  will  consider 
the  case  of  Fermoy  and  sanction  an 
alteration  of  the  hour  and  day  for 
meetings  of  the  council  to  one  to  be- 
approved  of  by  the  members. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  obligation  to> 
hold  the  meetings  at  the  date  and  hour 
mentioned  is,  as  stated,  a  statutory  one. 
Legislation  would,  therefore,  be  necessary 
to  effect  an  alteration.  Any  representa- 
tions, however,  that  may  be  made  indi- 
cating a  consensus  of  opinion  on  the  part 
of  urban  councils  in  favour  of  such  an. 
alteration  will  be  considered  in  connec- 
tion with  further  legislation  at  some 
future  date. 


HORSEWHIPPING  A  BOY  AT  CLONMEL. 
— NOONAN'S  CASE. 

Mr.  CONDON  (Tipperary,  E.) :  I  beg. 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  at  the  Clonmel  petty  sessions^, 
held  on  Wednesday  last,  a  planter  named 
Stephenson  was  tried  and  convicted  for 
horsewhipping  a  fourteen-year-old  boy ;: 
and,  seeing  that  Stephenson  is  one  of  the^ 
persons  upon  whose  certificate  of  charac- 
ter Ndbnan,  the  emergency  man,  was 
recently  released  from  prison  one  month 
before  the  expiration  of  his  sentence^, 
whether  he  proposes  to  take  any  steps  in 
Noonan's  case. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  fact  may  be  as: 
stated  in  the  first  paragraph,  but  there 
is  not  a  particle  of  foundation  for  the 
assertion  in  the  second  paragraph.  In 
any  case,  I  cannot  intervene  in  the  exer-^ 
cise  of  the  prerogative  of  mercy. 

Mr.  CONDON  :  But  was  not  Stephen- 
son's name  attached  to  the  memorial  V. 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  inquire. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  He  had  nothing  to.* 
do  with  it,  and  there  is  no  need  therefore, 
to  inquire  1 

Mr.  CONDON  :  Is  it  not  the  fact  tha^ 
cases  of  this  kind —  • 

•*Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  i 
Mr.  CONDON  remained  standings 
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*Mr.  speaker  :  If  the  hon.  Member 
persists  in  standing  after  I  have  risen  I 
.  shall  have  to  take  severe  measures. 


IRISH  BOARD  OF    NATIONAL 
EDUCATION. 

Mr.  BOLAND  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  the  vacancy  on  the 
Board  of  National  Education,  due  to  the 
resignation  of  Archbishop  Walsh,  has 
.yet  been  filled;  and,  if  so*,  whether  he 
will  state  the  name  of  the  person  ap- 
pointed. 

Mr.    WYNDHAM:    No,    Sir;    the 
vacancy  has  not  yet  been  fiUed 

OUTDOOR  REUEF  IN  WEXFORD. 

Mr.  FFRENCH  (Wexford,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
.  aware  that  the  Irish  Local  Government 
Board  by  circular  addressed  to  the 
Wexford  Board  of  Guardians,  and  dated 
2nd  July,  refused  to  sanction  the  grant- 
ing of  outdoor  relief  to  the  tenants  of 
.'labourers*  cottages  except  the  medical 
officer  certified  their  unfitness  for  re- 
moval to  the  workhouse ;  and  whether 
he  will  take  steps  to  amend  the  Poor 
Helief  Act,  so  as  to  provide  for  their  being 
relieved  in  their  own  homes  during 
^temporary  illness,  and  thus  prevent  the 
breaking  up  of  the  labourers'  homes. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  No  such  circular 
has  been  lately  issued  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  but  when  recently 
•  questioned  as  to  the  legality  of  affording 
outdoor  relief  to  the  ofccupants  of 
lab<mrers'  cottages,  it  pointed  out  to  the 
guardians*  the  statutory  prohibition  to 
give  relief  to  occupiers  of  more  than  a 
quarter  of  an  acre  of  land.  In  cases  of 
sudden  and  urgent  necessity  the  re- 
llieving  officer  has  power  to  temporarily 
afford  relief  in  food  or  medical  attend- 
ance. 


LOUGHREA    MALICIOUS    BURNING 
CASES. 

Mr.  DUFFY  (Galway,  S.) :  I  beg  to 

tisk  Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 

if  he  is  aware  that  a  man  named  John 

Oodey    had    an    application    listed    for 


hearing  at  the  recent  quarter  sessions  in 
Loughrea  for  compensation  for  the 
malicious  burning  of  heather ;  and  that 
Cooley  withdrew  the  application  from 
court  although  applicants  of  this  kind 
are  compelled  by  statute  to  enter  into 
recognisances  to  prosecute  their  claims 
before  the  county  court  judge ;  whether 
he  will  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  a 
copy  of  the  order  made  by  the  learned 
judge  ;  and  whether  it  is  intended  in  this 
instance  to  enforce  the  penalty  prescribed 
by  the  statute  for  persons  who  neglect 
or  fail  to  prosecute  in  such  malicious 
injury  claims. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.) :  John  Cooley  entered  into  the 
ordinary  recognisance  in  the  common 
printed  form  to  prosecute  his  information 
whenever  called  upon,  or  required  so  to 
do  by  the  constabulary  or  other  lawful 
authority.  In  my  opinion,  this  Tecxyg- 
nisance  has  no  application  to  a  case  like 
the  present,  where  the  person  or  persons 
who  caused  the  injury  are  unknown. 
The  answer  to  the  second  and  third 
paragraphs  is  in  the  negative,  but  I  shall 
be  glad  to  show  the  recognisance  to  the 
hon.  Member  if  he  desires  to  see  it. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  Why 
was  the  ordinary  printed  form  invalid  t 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  The  difficulty  iB 
that  you  cannot  prosecute  unknown 
persons. 

MR.  LLOYD.  R.M. 
Mr.  murphy  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land  whether   his   attention   has   been 
called  to  the  method  of  taking  depo- 
sitions adopted  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  R.M.,  at  a 
recent  investigation  at   Killarney,  and 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  prisoner's 
soUcitor  had  to  protest  in  court  against 
this    proceeding,     which    the    resident 
magistrate  admitted  he  adopted  for  con- 
venience and  in  ignorance  of  the  law; 
j  and  whether  the  authorities  in  DuUin 
I  Castle    will,    when   giving   instructions 
j  to  this  resident  magistrate  in  future,  take 
I  steps  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  similar 
proceedings  on  his  part. 

I  Mr.  ATKINSON  :  At  my  right  hon. 
I  friend's  request  I  will  reply  to  this  ques- 
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tion.  My  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  matter  referred  to,  and  I  have  read 
the  newspaper  report  of  the  proceedings. 
Some  controversy  occurred  between  the 
resident  magistrate  and  the  solicitor  for 
the  accused  as  to  whether  the  ipsissima 
verba  of  a  rambUng  witness  should  be 
taken  down  or  not.  The  magistrate 
appears  to  have  compUed  substantially 
with  the  provisions  of  the  law,  of  which 
he  was  f  uUy  cognisant.  He  did  not  make 
the  admissions  mentioned.  Instructions 
such  as  are  suggested  are  quite  unneces- 
sary, as  the  resident  magistrates  are  daily 
in  the  habit  of  taking  depositions,  and 
are,  I  believe,  fully  cognisant  of  what  the 
law  requires. 

Mr.  MURPHY:  Is  not  this  gentle- 
man's only  qualification  that  he  was  for 
some  years  in  the  Indian  Civil  Service  ? 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  He  has  been  a 
magistrate  thirteen  years,  of  which  four 
have  been  spent  in  Ireland. 

Mr,  flavin  :  Was  he  not  asked  to 
take  down  a  direct  answer  to  a  direct 
question,  and  did  he  not  refuse  to  do  so  ? 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  In  my  opinion  he 
acted  quite  rightly. 

Mr.  FLAVIN :  And  in  my  opinion  he 
was  absolutely  wrong. 

CORK  AND  FERMOY  RAILWAY. 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if 
he  has  any  objection  to  present  to  the 
House  any  correspondence  between  the 
Treasury  and  the  Fishguard  Company 
as  to  the  Fermoy  and  Cork  Une,  the  Lee 
Bridge,  or  the  debt  of  £93,000. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  I 
do  not  think  any  useful  purpose  would 
be  served  by  lajring  the  correspondence 
on  the  Table,  but  I  will  show  it  to  the 
hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Before  the  debate 
to-morrow  1 

^lR.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
This  is  a  matter  of  interest  to  other  Irish 
Members  as  well  as  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Louth,  and  I  do  not  think  the  case 


is  met  by  simply   showing   the    corre- 
spondence to  him. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
Well,  if  there  is  a  general  desire  to  have 
the  correspondence,  I  will  consider  it. 

Mr.  FLYNN:  Questions  have  been 
put  by  a  large  number  of  Members. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  If  possible  we 
should  like  to  have  it  circulated  by  to-- 
morrow. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  I 
will  see  what  can  be  done. 

IRISH  SUPPLY. 
Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact 
that  only  three  Irish  Votes  in  Supply 
have  been  passed,  namely,  the  Votes  for 
Education,  Law  Charges,  and  Supreme 
Court  of  Judicature,  and  that  twenty- 
five  Irish  Votes  for  sums  amounting  to 
close  upon  five  miUions  of  money  still 
remain  to  be  considered,  and  will  he  state 
what  opportunity  he  intends  to  provide 
for  their  discussion. 

The  first  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  I  cannot  hold  out  any  anticipation 
of  Irish  Votes  being  taken  on  any  of  the 
remaining  aUotted  days  for  Supply.  Per- 
haps there  may  be  another  opportunity 
for  their  discussion. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  Does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  seriously  suggest 
that  there  will  be  another  opportunity 
for  the  discussion  of  Irish  Votes  ?  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  out  of 
a  total  of  144  Votes  ninety-eight  still 
remain  to  be  considered  1  Does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  view  of  that,  . 
still  seriously  say  there  may  be  another 
opportunity  of  debating  Irish  Supply  V 

Mr.    a.    J.    BALFOUR:   I   may   be 

allowed  to  hope  so.    It  depends  on  the 
use  the  House  makes  of  the  time. 

PEERS'  PRIVILEGES. 
Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether 
the  Government  will  give  any  facilities 
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ior  the  early  passage  of  the  Peers  (Abo- 
lition of  Privileges)  Bill  into  law. 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  No,  Sir. 

MUNICIPAL  TRADING. 
Mb.  CHARLES  M*  ARTHUR  (Uver- 
pool,  Exchange) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether,  having 
regard  to  the  interest  taken,  especially 
by  the  mercantile  community,  in  the 
inquiry  into  the  subject  of  municipal 
trading,  which  was  commenced  last  year 
by  a  Select  Committee,  he  can  give  any 
indication  as  to  when  the  re-appointment 
^f  that  Committee  may  be  looked  for. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  In  view  of  the 
opposition  to  the  Committee,  it  is  not 
possible  to  proceed  further  with  the 
matter  this  session,  and  I  can  give  no 
indication  as  to  what  may  occur  next 


out  of  moneys  to  be  provided  by  Parlia- 
.  ment,  for  the  construction  and  working 
j  of  a  Pacific  cable  (King*s  recommenda* 
I  tion  signified),  to-morrow.— (ifr.  Austen 
I  Chamberlain.) 

I   QUEEN  ANNE'S  BOUNTY  BOARD. 

Report,  with  Minutes  of  Evidence* 
from  the  Joint  Committee,  brought  up» 
and  read. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.    [No.  276.] 

BUSINESS  OF  SUPPLY. 
Ordered,   That  three  additional  days 
be  allotted  to  the  Business  of  Supply. 
—{Mr.  Balfour.) 


session. 


BUSINESS  OP  THE  HOUSE. 
The  first  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  I  now  propose  to  make  the  motion 
•  EDUCATION— MINUTE  OF  3rd  JULY.  ^^  j  which,  for  many  years  past,  has  been 
Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire,  °}ade  at  this  season  of  the  year,  with  a 
R) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Loiti  of  the  '  ^^"^^,^  hnnging  to  a  close,  as  rapidly  a. 
Treasury  whether  he  wiU  riow  give  a  |  P^^^"^'  t  i^'^T'?^  ^"T^i?  ""^  ^^' 
sitting  or  a  portion  of  a  sitting  to  the  ®®^^^^-  ^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^7  ^^^  House  as 
.iiscuSon  of  the  Minute  of  the  Boaiti  of  I  *^  ,^*^^  ?^^^'"tL  ^1^°"'  ^^  ,7*"'^^  ,^^' 
Education  of  3rd  July  before  the  resump-    "'^H^'',  is  couched,  because  they  foUow 

tion  of  the  Committee  stage  of  the  Educ^P"^^?^^  ^^^^"'^'n    "«^^,  ^°   ^^'"^ 
tion  (No   2)  Bill  occasions ;  and  1  shali,  therefore,  come 

^      '    '        '  at  once  to  a  brief  statement  of  the  present 

Mr.  a.  j.  BALFOUR ;  No,  Sir ;  I  do  position  of  public  business,  especially  in 
not  propose  to  give  the  opportunity  I  reference  to  what  has  yet  to  be  got 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  desires.  I  through.  The  first  class  of  Bills  to  which 
Perhaps  I  may  take  this  occasion  for  I  I  have  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
informing  the  House  that  I  have  had  are  those  general  Bills  as  distinct  from 
most  reassuring  accounts  of  the  health  i  departmental  Bills,  which  it  is  necessary 
of  the  Chairman  of  Committees,  and  in    we  should  dispose  of  before  separating 


"these  circumstances  I  propose  to  goon 
with  the  Committee  stage  of  the  Educa- 
tion Bill  to-morrow,  t 

Mr.  CHANNING:  Then  are  we  to 
understand  that  this  Minute  will  be 
enforced  without  any  discussion  being 
allowed  on  it  ? 

Mr.  a.  j.  BALFOUR :  That  was  not 
the  question.  I  was  asked  to  give  an 
•opportunity  for  discussing  it,  and  my 
reply  was  that  I  could  not  pledge  myself 
to  find  one. 


PACIFIC  CABLE  [MONEY]. 
Committee  to  consider  of  making  pro- 
vision, out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  and 


for  the  hoUdays.     All  of  those  are  already 
introduced  but  two,  of  which  I  will  say  » 
word   directly,   and   their  character  ia 
familiar  to  gentlemen  in  all  parts  of  the 
House.    The  first  on  my  list  is  the  Loans 
Bill,  which  has  passed  the  Second  Read- 
ing, and  as  in  the  nature  of  the  case 
there  cannot  be  much  discussion  on  it  in 
Committee,  I  hope  it  will  not  delay  us 
long  from  the  remaining  stage  of  the 
Third  Reading.    The  Education  Bill  and 
the  Rating  BUI  are  the  two  controversial 
Bills,  in  the  party  sense  of  the  word, 
which  we  have  to  dispose  of.    I  am  sorry 
to  have  to  say  that  these  Bills  are  con- 
troversial in  the  party  sense  of  the  word, 
but  the  fact  is  notorious,  and  I  quite 
realise   that    hon.    Gentlemen   opposite 
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-desire  to  give  them  a  very  bitter  oppo- 
.sition.  Luckily,  the  Bills  are  not  very 
long.  They  do  not  embody  any  very 
great  complexity  of  detail,  and,  therefore, 
I  trust,  in  the  interest  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
themselves,  the  debates  upon  them  will 
not  be  of  a  very  prolonged  character. 
The  Military  Works  Bill  and  the  Naval 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  am  sorry  to 
hear  that.  There  is,  I  believe,  a  general 
wish  to  forward  the  Light  Railways  BilL 
The  Marriages  Legalisation  Bill  is  in- 
tended to  remove  all  doubt  with  regard 
to  the  legality  of  certain  specific  mar- 
riages contracted  in  all  good  faith,  but 
about     which      doubts      might     arise. 


Works  Bill  are  to  be  introduced  and  .  Naturally  that  is  not  controversial,  and 
passed  for  reasons  familiar  to  the  House.  |  the  Customs  Duties  (Isle  of  Man)  Bill  is 
At  all  events,  so  far  as  the  Naval  Bill  is  I  in  the  same  category.  I  am  sorry  to 
<5oncerned,  I  am  not  aware  of  any  subject  j  hear  an  hon.  Gentleman  say  that  the 
of  controversy  arising  out  of  it,  except  |  Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill  is  con- 
that  of  which  we  have  already  had  a  fore-   troversial,  because  the  Government  has 


taste  in  connection  with  the  works  at 
Gibraltar.  The  Yeomanry  Bill  is  down 
for  to-night,  and  I  need  not  say  anything 
more  al^ut  it.  The  Factory  Bill,  I  am 
given  to  understand,  is  making  very 
satisfactory  progress  in  Grand  Com- 
mittee. It  has  been  discussed  there  in  great 
detail ;  but  I  hope  the  length  of  the  dis- 


been  most  careful  to  put  the  two  Rating 
Bills  into  a  separate  measure,  in  order 
not  to  introduce  any  controversial 
element  into  that  BiU,  and  it  will  be 
brought  before  the  House  in  precisely 
the  same  form  in  which  it  has  been  pro- 
duced for  many  years  past.  The  Pacific 
Cable  Bill  must   be  passed   in  order  to 


cussions  does  not  indicate  that  the  Bill  is  I  carry  out  our  part  of  a  contract  in  which 
to  be  debated  at  any  length  in  this  House.  |  this  country,  Canada,  and  New  Zealand 
Probably  we  shall  find  that  all  the  more  I  and  the  Australian  Colonies  have  entered 
difficult  questions  have  been  dealt  with  i  into  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  and 
satisfactorily  upstairs.    The  only  remain- '  managing  a  cable  in  the  Pacific  Ocean, 


ing  Bill  in  this  class  is  one  not  yet  intro- 
duced, dealing  with  an  addition  to  the 
Boyal  style  and  title  of  His  Majesty.  I 
<jannot,  of  course,  explain  to  the  House 
the  nature  of  the  Bill.     It  is  an  addition 


which  will  give  increased  facilities  of 
communication,  not  merely  to  Australia 
and  New  Zealand,  but  to  India  also. 
That,  also,  I  hope,  will  not  require  any 
detailed    commentary.    There    remains 


<»lled  for  by  the  great  expansion  of  the  i  only  tHe   Public  Works  Loan   Bill,   of 


-colonial  Empire  during  the  reign  of  the 
late  Queen,  and  if  I  am  at  all  a  good 
prophet  in  the  matter,  there  is  nothing 
in  the  Bill  which  need  arouse  the  sus- 
ceptibilities of  any  gentlemen  in  any 
part  of  the  House,  or  which  may  be 
expected  in  any  degree  to  provoke  hostile 
or  embittered  criticism.  That  completes 
the  list — a  not  very  formidable  one — of 
the  general  Bills  we  have  to  deal  with. 
The  departmental  Bills  which  must  also 
be  passed  are  the  following  : — ^The  Great 
Indian  Peninsula  Railway  Bill,  the  Light 
Kailwa]^  BiD,  the  Berwickshire  County 
Town  Bill,  the  Marriages  Legalisation 
Bill,  the  Customs  Duties  (Isle  of  Man) 
Bill,  the  Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill, 
the  Pacific  Cables  Bill,  the  Public  Works 
Loans  Bill,  and  the  Bill  dealing  with  the 
rating  of  Belfast.  I  believe  the  great 
majority  of  these  Bills  will  excite  no  great 
discussion  or  comment  at  all.  j.«! 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  (Donegal,  S.) : 
The  Belfast  Bill  will,  and  so  will  the 
Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill. 


which  I  need  say  nothing,  and  the  Belfast 
Bill.  I  gather  that  the  last-named  Bill 
will  be  regarded  as  more  or  less  contro- 
versial, but  I  hope  there  is  no  settled 
desire  to  oppose  the  BiU.  It  is  abso- 
lutely necessary,  because  at  the  present 
moment  Belfast  can  neither  make  a  rate 
on  its  old  valuation  nor  on  its  new 
valuation.  It  is  precluded  altogether 
from  raising  a  rate  to  carry  on  the  neces- 
sary municipal  business  of  the  city,  and, 
of  course,  the  House  cannot  allow  that 
state  of  things  to  continue  any  longer. 
So  much  for  the  general  and  depart- 
mental Bills  which  must  be  passed 
before  we  separate.  There  is  a  class  of 
Bills  in  a  sort  of  middle  state — ^Bills 
which  certainly  cannot  pass  if  they 
meet  with  any  serious  opposition,  but 
which  possibly  the  House  may  wish  to 
see  passed.  They  include  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Judicature  Bill,  the  Teachers' 
Tenure  Bill  (not  yet  introduced),  and 
two  Irish  Bills  (one  connected  with  the 
Bank  of  Ireland  and  one  connected  with 
the  local  government),  zedl 
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also  the  Prisons  (Scotland)  Bill.  Some 
of  these  Bills,  at  all  events,  the  House 
will,  I  think,  desire  to  pass  without  any 
sort  of  discussion ;  but  there  are  certain 
Bills  which  I  cannot  hold  out  any  pro- 
spect of  being  passed  into  law  in  the 
course  of  the  present  session.  There  is 
the  Justices'  Jurisdiction  (London)  Bill, 
the  Summary  Jurisdiction  (Ireland)  Bill, 
the  Trout  Fishing  (Scotland)  Bill,  the 
Burial  Grounds  (Scotland)  Bill,  the  Pre- 
vention of  Corruption  (No.  2)  Bill,  the 
Drunkards  Bill,  the  Solicitors  Bill,  and 
the  County  Courts  (Ireland)  Bill.  The 
remaining  Bills  I  hope  we  may  get 
through  very  easily,  but  I  should  cer- 
tainly not  consider  it  right  to  ask  the 
House  greatiy  to  prolong  its  labours  in 
order  to  see  them  passed  into  law.  I  do 
not  know  that  I  need  say  anything — 
indeed  I  have  nothing  to  say  beyond 
what  I  have  said  about  the  two  private 
Bills  still  before  the  Grand  Committee — 
namely,  the  Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquor 
to  Children  BUI  and  the  Beer  Bill.  I 
have  already  stated  to  th^  House  that 
the  Government  desire  to  see  them 
passed.  There  remains,  then,  only  the 
question  of  Supply  to  be  considered,  and 
with  regard  to  Supply  I  may  remind  the 
House  that  we  have  already  had  seventeen 
allotted  days,  and  we  have  just  received 
the  assent  of  the  House  to  three  more 
days.  Therefore  there  now  remain  five 
days  for  Supply  and  one  for  Report  of 
Supply.  But  in  addition  to  these  aUotted 
days  there  are  two  Estimates,  not  of  the 
ordinary  kind,  one  for  a  grant  to  Lord 
Roberts  and  another  for  the  Estimate 
towards  the  cost  of  civil  administration 
and  other  purposes  in  the  Transvaal.  I 
do  not  think  it  would  be  in  accordance 
with  the  spirit  of  the  Supply  rule  to 
require  the  House  to  dispose  of  these 
Estimates  within  the  limit  of  the  twenty- 
three  allotted  days,  and  I  shall  therefore 
take  care  that  they  are  brought  forward 
in  a  manner  which  will  enable  the  House 
to  give  them  adequate  discussion  without 
trenching  on  the  number  of  days  fixed. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  Will  there 
be  no  supplementary  Estimate  for  the 
expenses  of  the  Russell  trial  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  No,  Sir;  I 
understand  there  is  no  supplementary 
Estimate  for  that  purpose.     I  think  I 

Mr.  A.  J.  Bdfour. 


have  now  sufficiently  described  to  the^ 
House  what  we  have  got  to  get  through 
before  the  happy  time  of  our  dispersal  to 
our  private  avocations.  I  do  not  think 
the  programme  I  have  sketched  out 
need  be  a  very  laborious  or  long  one.  I 
am  afraid  it  cannot  be  finish^  by  the 
week  ending  on  Saturday,  August  lOth^ 
but  if  the  House  will  only  second  the 
eflPorts  of  the  Government,  I  think  there 
probably  will  be  no  difficulty  in  our 
rising  for  the  holidays  in  the  week  follow- 
ing. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,, 
**  That,  for  the  remainder  of  the  session,. 
Grovernment  businesa  be  not  interrupted 
under  the  provisions  of  any  Standing 
Order  regulating  the  sittings  of  the 
House,  and  may  be  entered  upon  at  any 
hour  though  opposed,  and  that  at  the 
conclusion  of  Government  business  each 
day  Mr.  Speaker  do  adjourn  the  House 
without  Question  put." — (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour.) 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  opposing  this 
motion  root  and  branch.     It  has  been 
customary  at  this  period  of  every  session 
for  the  House  of  Commons,  in  order  to 
close  up  the  work  of  the  session,  to  grant 
special  facilities  to  the  Government  ta 
conclude  their  business,  and  I  am  sure  that 
under  ordinary  circumstances  the  House 
of  Commons  would  not  hesitate  for  a 
moment  in  passing  the  resolution  which 
has  been  moved  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- . 
man  ;  but  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  calling 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact 
that  the  circumstances  under  which  this 
motion  has  been  moved  this  afternoon 
are  not  ordinary  circumstances.    I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  never  has  there  been 
in  the  memory  of  the  oldest  members  of 
the  House  such  an  absolute  waste  of 
parliamentary  time  by  the  Government 
of  the  day  as  there  has  been  this  year, 
and   in   my   view   and   my   experience 
there  never  has  been  a  session  m  which 
the  Government  business  and  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country  has  been  more  com- 
pletely mismanaged.    There  never  has 
been  a  session  in  which  there  has  been 
such  a  complete  failure  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  to  do  any  useful  legislative 
work  for  the  country,  and  I  will  say  such 
neglect  of  the  work,  of  Supply,  which  is^ 
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supposed  to  be  the  first  and  most  impor- 
tant duty  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
as  this  session  has  witnessed— what  I 
take  leave  to  call  an  absolute  breakdown 
of  the  parliamentary  machine,  and  I  say 
that  the  House  of  Commons  will  be 
wanting  in  self-respect  if  it  does  not  refuse 
the  demand  which  has  now  been  made. 
The  Government  has  been  conducting 
the  affairs  of  the  country  this  session 
with  an  almost  unparalleled  majority. 
It  has  had  at  its  disposal  greater  power 
over  the  time  and  business  of  the  House 
than  any  Government  on  either  side. 
I  know  of  no  Government  in  the  past 
which  has  used  the  closure  so  remorse- 
lessly, and  which  at  the  end  of  it  all  has 
had  to  make  the  confession  of  failure  that 
has  been  made  by  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  this  evening.  There  never  has 
been,  furthermore,  a  Government  which 
has  appropriated  so  much  of  the  time  of 
private  Members  and  deprived  them 
of  so  many  of  their  rights  and  privileges. 
Notwithstanding  all  this,  I  assert  again 
that  there  never  has  been  a  Government 
in  modern  times  which  has  done  so  little. 
Let  me  dwell  for  one  short  moment 
upon  these  points.  Admittedly  there 
never  has  been  for  many  a  long  day  a 
Government  with  so  strong  a  majority 
numerically  as  the  present  one.  I  say 
numerically,  because  one  of  the  extra- 
ordinary things  which  we  have  witnessed 
this  session  is  that  the  Government, 
fresh  from  the  constituencies  with  a 
majority  of  150,  have  found  it  diflficult 
from  time  to  time  to  whip  up  their 
Members  to  give  them  over  twelve, 
twenty,  thirty,  and  forty  of  a  majority 
in  the  division  lobby.  This  Government 
has  had  greater  power  over  parliamen- 
tary business  than  any  Government  of 
modern  times.  What  do  I  mean  ]  I 
mean  that  there  have  been  new  rules 
passed  by  this  House  to  assist  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  conduct  of  business — new 
rules  never  known  before  in  the  British 
Parliament.  Not  only  that,  but  the 
Standing  Orders  have  been  changed, 
and  one  of  the  most  valuable  rights  of 
private  Members  taken  away,  namely, 
the  raising  of  discussions  on  the  Speaker 
leaving  the  Chair  and  the  House  going 
into  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  I 
asserted  that  the  closure  has  been  more 
often  used.  I  have  taken  the  trouble 
to  go  through  the  figures,  and  I  find 

VOL,  XGVIL      [Fourth  Skrieb,] 


that  this  session  already  the  closure 
has  been  moved  and  carried  more  than 
twice  as  often  as  last  year  in  the  whole 
session.  [Conservative  cheers.]  Yes,  but 
do  not  let  hon.  Gentlemen  Jcheer  too 
soon.  The  moving  of  the  closure  does 
not  mean  the  smooth  progress  of  business. 
Does  anyone  deny  that  T  [Hear,  hear.] 
''  Hear,  hear,"  says  an  hon.  Member, 
who  forgets  the  experience  in  this  House 
of  the  Finance  Bill.  Why,  the  one  great 
measure  of  the  Government  this  session 
was  the  Finance  Bill.  Around  that 
Bill  surged  more  angry  passions  and 
greater  dissension  than  any  other  mea- 
sure introduced.  It  dealt  with  the 
Budget  of  nearly  £200,000,000,  and  it 
dealt  with  the  war,  in  connection  with 
which  the  fiercest  passions  were  aroused 
in  different  sections  of  the  House,  and  it 
necessarily  lasted  a  considerabi e  time.  But 
what  was  the  experience  of  the  House  ? 
By  the  exhibition  of  a  little  human 
nature  in  the  management  of  busi- 
ness —  by  the  exhibition  of  a  little 
of  the  spirit  of  conciliation  and 
of  good  temper  and  of  consideration 
for  the  f eeUngs  of  those  who  were  opposed 
to  it,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
piloted  that  Bill  through  the  House 
without  ever  once  using  the  closure. 
I  was  one  of  those  most  bitterly  opposed 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  I  am 
sure  that  he  often  felt  impatient  with 
me  during  the  progress  of  that  Bill,  and 
also  with  my  hon.  friends ;  but  now  that 
is  all  over  I  am  sure  he  wUl  congratulate 
himself  that  he  met  what,  from  his  point 
of  view,  he  may  have  regarded  naturally 
enough  as  unreasonable  opposition  in 
certain  quarters  of  the  House,  not  with 
the  brutal  weapon  of  the  closure,  but 
with  the  fair  exercise  of  toleration  and 
good  humour,  which  enabled  him  in  the 
end  to  bring  this  Bill  successfully  through 
the  House  of  Commons  without  ever 
using  this  weapon.  That  is,  in  my  humble 
judgment,  the  best  test  of  party  manage- 
ment and  the  best  test  of  party  leader- 
ship, and  I  congratulate  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  the  contrast  which  his 
portion  of  the  session  shows  to  the 
other  portions,  when  matters  not  half 
as  controversial  were  dealt  with  in  a 
totally  different  spirit,  with  the  result 
that  this  brutal  weapon  of  coercion 
was  used  time  after  time,  and,  as  I  venture 
to  point  out  to  hon.  Members,  without 
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conducing  to  the  smooth  progress  of 
business,  but  rather  to  the  exacerbation 
of  feeling  in  all  parts  of  the  House,  and 
in  reaUty  to  the  slow  progress  of  the 
business  of  the  Government.  Now  this 
Government  which  comes  forward  with 
this  request  has  not  only  so  mismanaged 
the  business  of  the  House,  has  not  only 
used  the  closure  more  often  than  any 
Government  in  the  past,  has  not  only 
taken  more  of  the  time  of  private 
Members  at  an  earUer  portion  of  the 
session,  but  it  has  produced  no  legisla- 
tive progress. 

What  is  the  experience  of  this  session  1 
We  are  told  that  the  Education  Bill 
is  to  be  proceeded  with  to-morrow.  I 
may  be  allowed  to  say  that  I  for  one  am 
heartily  glad  to  hear  that  the  Chairman 
of  Committees  has  recovered  from  his 
illness.  Although,  perhaps,  I  have  been 
in  conflict  with  the  Chair  very  often,  I 
certainly  will  not  be  the  least  glad  to 
see  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  back  in 
his  place.  [An  Hon.  Member  :  Not  the 
least  sorry !]  [Laughter.]  I  will  not 
be  the  least  sorry  to  see  him  back  in  the 
Chair.  [Laughter.]  To  make  it  per- 
fectly clear  I  will  say  that  I  will  be  heartily 
glad  to  see  him  back 

This  brings  me  to  the  question  of  the 
Education  Bill.  What  an  extraordinary 
position  the  House  of  Commons  and  the 
Government  have  got  into  !  Here  is  a 
measure  introduced  after  the  great 
measure  of  the  session  had  to  be  with- 
drawn and  abandoned  !  The  measure, 
we  were  told,  was  a  comparatively  small 
one,  and  it  was  simply  to  be  of  a  tempo- 
rary character,  but  on  examination  it 
turned  out  to  contain  the  very  con- 
tentious principle  which  hon.  Members 
above  the  gangway,  especially  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  objected  to.  And 
then  the  extraordinary  spectacle  is 
aflforded  to  the  House  of  Commons 
where  this  weapon  of  the  closure  is  a 
novelty,  where,  until  the  other  day,  it 
was  the  boast  of  Parliament  that  while 
Continental  ParUaments  had  the  closure, 
you  had  nothing  of  the  kind — we  had 
the  spectacle  here  represented  of  the 
Leader  of  the  House  standing  up  and 
saying  that  the  Government  were 
obUged  to  suspend  the  progress  of  their 
most  important  Bill  this  session  because 
the  Chairman  of  Committees  unfortu- 
nately was  un weir  and  unable  to  take 
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the    Chair,    and    therefore    they   were 

unable  to  move  the  closure.     It  amounts 

to  this,  that  the  Government  of  the  day, 

with  their  150,  or  135,  majority  behind 

I  them  fresh  from  the  constituencies,  is 

I  not  able  by  their  own  admission  to  pass 

into    law    the    chief    measure    of    the 

session,     although    it    is    a    one-clause 

measure  and  of  a  temporary  character, 

without  the   use  of  the  closure.     The 

I  House  of  Commons  has  been  brought  to 

i  a  pretty  pass  by  the  kind  of  party  manage- 

I  ment    of    the    Leader    of    the    House 

■  which    we   have    had.     [Cheers.]    Hon. 

Members  may  cheer  ironically  at  that 

I  statement.     It  is   not  a   matter  to  be 

'  treated    Hghtly.     You    have    published 

the  admission  by  the  Leader  of  the  House 

i  that  the  EngUsh  House  of  Commons  can 

I  no  longer  conduct  the  simplest  part  of 

I  its    business    without    the    use    of  the 

1  closure.     That   admission    would   be  a 

1  fatal  one  in  my  opinion  for  the  honour, 

i  the  prestige,  and  the  power  of  Parliament 

]  were  it  not  that  the  honour,  prestige, 

I  and  power  of  this  session  will  be  saved 

,  and  redeemed  solely  by  the  experience 

I  we   have   had   of   the   conduct   of  the 

I  Finance  Bill. 

Now   I   pass  from  legislation,  and  I 
come  to  what  the  Leader  of  the  House 
said  with  reference  to  Supply.     I  have 
looked  into  the  figures,  and  I  find  that 
there  are   144  Votes  to   be   passed;  of 
these  only  forty -six  have  been  disposed 
of    up   to   the    22nd   of   July,    leaving 
ninety-eight  Votes  still  to  be  discussed. 
Last  year  things  were  far  better.  Last  year 
on  the  22ndof  Julyoutof  150  Votes  there 
were  only  49  remaining  to  be  disposed 
of.     Far  more  days  have  been  allotted 
to  Supply  early  in  the  session,  and  the 
management  of  Supply  in  Committee 
has  been  of  a  diflPerent  character,  and  the 
result  is  that  this  year  you  are  more  back- 
ward with  Supply  than  ever  in  my  ex- 
perience in  the  past.     The  whole  of  our 
experience  with  regard  to  Supply  shows 
the  utter  absurdity  of  this  new  Supplj 
rule    which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
invented  and  put  upon  the  Paper.    Con- 
sider what  has  happened.     You  are  now 
within  three  or  four  weeks,  according  to 
the  sanguine  estimate  of  the  First  Lord, 
of  the  end  of  this  session  ;    you  have 
ninety-eight  Votes  of  theordinary  Supply 
to  obtain,  and  yet  what  do  you  do  f 
When  you  moved  a  Vote  on  Account  for 
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£17,000,000,  extending  over  all  the 
departments  of  Supply,  you  closured  it 
after  one  night's  discussion.  And  that 
upon  the  first  night  of  the  new  rule. 
That  is  taking  an  absolutely  unprece- 
dented course.  You  did  that  early  in 
the  session  to  help  you  on  with  the  work, 
but  to-day  you  come  down  to  the  House 
of  Commons  worse  oflf  than  any  Govern- 
ment has  ever  been  in  the  past.  Not  only 
that,  but  you  introduced  a  new  precedent 
in  another  matter  of  a  serious  character. 
When  the  Supplementary  Civil  Service 
Estimates  were  before  the  House,  the 
Government  took  a  step  which  never 
had  been  taken  before  in  the  whole  his- 
tory of  the  House  of  Commons.  At  a 
certain  stage  of  the  discussion  they  con- 
solidated all  these  Votes  into  one,  and 
forced  the  House  of  Commons  to  accept 
that  situation,  and  closured  them  all  in 
one  Vote.  That  is,  at  an  early  part  of 
the  session  this  Government  took  that 
unprecedented  and  brutal  course  to 
forward  the  rapid  progress  of  Supply, 
and  the  result  is,  notwithstanding,  that 
on  the  22nd  of  July  they  come  here,  as 
they  have  come  to-day,  with  this  con- 
fession of  absolute  failure. 

It  must  not  be  supposed  that  I  say  the 
fault  is  entirely  the  fault  of  the  Leader 
of  the  House.  I  do  not  take  that  view. 
I  have  indicated  clearly  enough,  I  think, 
that  by  other  methods  and  by  approach- 
ing the  work  in  another  spirit  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  might  have  been  able 
to  do  his  work  far  better  and  more 
smoothly,  but  I  am  not  so  foolish  as  to 
imagine  that  any  mismanagement,  any 
want  of  the  spirit  of  conciliation  and 
toleration  on  his  part  is  entirely  respon- 
sible for  what  has  happened.  I  am  not 
going  to  be  guilty  of  the  offence  of 
repeating  what  I  said  on  another  occasion 
in  this  House.  I  will  pass  from  the 
subject  in  one  sentence,  by  reiterating  my 
conviction  that  to  a  great  extent  what 
has  happened  was  inevitable,  that  the 
whole  character  of  the  work  which 
year  by  year  is  being  thrown  on  this 
Assembly  has  changed,  and  that  the 
volume  of  work  is  naturally  increasing, 
and  that  what  is  happening  under  the 
new  conditions  is  that  the  parliamentary 
miachine  is  over-weighted  and  is  breaking 
down.  My  further  view  is  that  nothing 
can  save  the  House  of  Commons — that 
no  new  rules  you  can  devise  to  endeavour 


to  suppress  Members  here  and  to  silence 
Members  there — no  new  devices  for  in- 
terfering with  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  private  Members  will  be  of  any  avail. 
The  only  remedy — and  I  am  convinced 
there  are  many  men  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House  listening  to  me  who  believe 
in  their  hearts  the  truth  of  what  I  am 
saying— the  only  ultimate  and  final 
remedy  will  be  in  the  devolution  of 
business  from  this  Assembly  to  local 
bodies,  wherever  they  may  be  situated, 
in  various  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
But  still,  making  all  allowance  for  that, 
I  yet  blame  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
for  the  state  of  confusion  into  which  he 
has  brought  the  business  of  the  House 
of  Commons  this  session,  and  I  say  that 
for  a  Government  which  has  been  guilty 
of  this  mismanagement,  and  on  the  22nd 
of  July  makes  the  confession  of  failure 
that  the  First  Lord  has  made  this  after- 
noon, to  request  us  to  give  the  further 
time  which  is  asked  in  this  resolution 
is  thejheightjof  politicaljimpudence. 

^  Having"  said^^so^much^on^  the  general 
question,  the  House  will  not  I  am  sure 
be  impatient  with  me  when  I  address  a 
few  brief  observations  on  this  matter 
looked  at  from  the  purely  Irish  point  of 
view.  From  the  Irish  point  of  view 
what  does  this  session  mean  for  Ireland  % 
What  use  has  the  Government  made  of 
its  majority  and  its  great  power  and  com- 
mand over  the  time  of  the  House  ? 
So  far  as  Jhe  work  of  this  Parliament 
this  session  is  concerned,  the  Govern- 
ment have  done  absolutely  nothing 
for  Ireland.  It  has  done  something 
most  injurious  to  Ireland  :  it  has  forced 
on  a  poverty-stricken  and  a  dwind- 
ling population  a  system  of  additional 
burdens  of  unjust  taxation  ;  and  has 
forced  these  burdens  on  Ireland  to 
support  a  war  against  which  the  entire 
conscience  of  Ireland  revolts  as  not 
for  the  benefit  of  Ireland.  The  treatment 
of  Ireland  by  the  Government  has 
indeed  been  adding  insult  to  injury. 
What  I  mean  by  that  is,  that  we  have 
not  been  met  this  session  by  a  denial 
of  our  chief  grievances.  I  do  not  speak 
just  now  of  our  national  grievance 
which  goes  under  the  name  of  Home 
Rule ;  but  in  respect  to  all  other  Irish 
matters  brought  before  the  House,  we  ^ 
were  met  by  the  Chief  Secretary  with 
the  statement  thatf^.gt^jf^y^^g),great 

2  U  2  •  ^ 


1147 


Business  of 


{COMMONS} 


the  House. 


1148 


deal  in  what  we  said,  and  if  only  Parlia- 
ment had  time,  the  Government  would 
seriously    consider    the    question    as  to 
whether    these    matters    could    not    be 
dealt  with.     Now,  that  was  adding  insult 
to  injury.     By  universal  admission  the 
Irish  land  question  must  be  dealt  with 
again.     The    last   speech    of   the    Chief 
Secretary   for    Ireland   on   the   subject 
wound  up  with  the  statement  that    all 
that  had  taken  place  in  the  debate  had 
convinced    him    more   than    ever    that 
another  Irish  Land  Bill  was  a  necessity. 
[Hon.  Members  :  Hear,  hear.]    Yes,  and 
it  was  admitted  in  the  King's  Speech 
and    in    every    declaration    which    the 
Government    had    made    in    regard    to 
Ireland.     And  yet  Ireland  had  to  go  on, 
while  the  Government  wasted  the  session, 
living  without  the  sUghtest  glimmer  of 
hope  that  next  year   or  the  year  after 
they  would  be  able  to  deal  with  this 
all-important  question.     It  was  the  same 
with    the    necessary    Amendments    to 
the    Local    Government    Boards    Act ; 
the  same  with  reference  to  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  ;  the  same  with  refer- 
ence to  the    Irish    Labourers  Acts  and 
the    Irish    Railways.    With    regard    to 
all  of  these  necessary  reforms  we  have 
been   told   in   soft   and   soothing  tones 
by  the  Chief  Secretary   that  he  largely 
agreed  with  us ;  that  there  was  a  need 
for    legislation    on    these    matters,    but 
that  there  was  no  time.     This  session 
from  first  to  last  has  been  a  conclusive 
argument  in  favour  of  Home  Rule  for 
Ireland.     The  Government  admit  they 
have  the  power ;  they  have  got  a  great 
majority,  and  the  House  of  Lords  is  on 
their   side.     They   admit   the   existence 
of  these  grievances,  but  they  say  that 
owing  to  the   multipUcity   of  work  in 
this  House  it  is  impossible  to  deal  with 
them.     From   the   Irish   point   of   view 
we  would  be  fools  and  madmen  if,  in 
these  circumstances,  we  agreed  to  give 
the  Government  any  further  faciUties. 
I  wish  to  say  a  word  or  two  in  regard 
to   some    phases   of    the     Government 
programme.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
omitted  all  mention  of  one  or  two  Irish 
Bills    which    I    have    been    consulted 
about,  and  which,   while  they  are  not 
Bills  that  are  so  controversial  in  principle 
as  to  necessitate  our  opposition  to  their 
Second   Reading,   are  still   Bills   which 
require  a  certain  amount  of  discussion 
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in    Committee.    These    Bills    are    the 
Congested  DistrictsBill,  theLocal  Govern- 
ment Bill,  the  Trawling  Bill,  and  the 
Lunacy  Bill  which  has  come  down  from 
the  House  of  Lords.     There  are  one  or 
two  other  Irish  Bills,  but  these  are  the 
chief  measures  to  which  I  wish  to  direct 
the  right   hon.    Gentleman's  attention. 
First  of  all,  I  wish  to  ent^r  an  emphatic 
protest  against  this  system  of  attempting 
to  legislate  for  Ireland.     There  is  not 
one  of  these  Bills  that  ought  not  to  be 
fully  and  freely  discussed  by  the  House 
and    especially   by   the    Irish    represen- 
tatives.    But   what    have   the   Govern- 
ment   done  1     They  have    refused   to 
introduce  large  measures  for  the  benefit 
of  Ireland  owing  to  the  want  of  time, 
but  they  introduce  three  or  four  small 
measures — so  small  that  they  wish  to 
get  them  through  without   discussion. 
I   have  been   approached  through  the 
ordinary  channels  with  the  suggestion 
that  as  these  Bills  contain   some  little 
grain  of  good,  some  one  or  two  matters 
that  we  want  to  put  right  in  Ireland, 
I   ought   to   give   the   Government  an 
undertaking  that  they  will  be  allowed 
to  go  through  without  discussion,  and 
that  if  I  do  not  give  such  an  undertaking 
the    Bills    will    be    dropped.      Now   I 
protest  with  all  the  vehemence  at  my 
command    against    such    a    system  of 
legislation  for  Ireland.     It  reduces  the 
Irish  representation  to  a  farce ;  and  it 
is  impossible  to  imagine  a  more  dangerous 
or  a  more  improper  mode  of  legislation 
for    Ireland.     I    have    said    that   these 
Bills  are  not  controversial  in  principle, 
and  we  do  not  want  a  long  time  for 
discussion. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has  mis- 
understood what  passed.  It  is  perfectly 
true  that  these  Bills  cannot  pass  if  any 
great  time  is  occupied  in  their  discussion. 
But  certainly  neither  my  right  hon. 
friend  nor  I  ever  intended  to  convey  the 
idea  that  they  were  to  pass  sub  silentio, 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  I  am  gW 
to  hear  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  But  I  object  to  a  system 
of  legislation  for  Ireland  which  ap- 
proaches the  Irish  Members  saying  to 
them,  "If  you  promise  us  you  ^iU  "^^ 
prolong   discussion    we    will   introduce 
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certain  Bills."  The  Government  have 
the  responsibility  for  the  government  of 
Ireland,  and  on  that  responsibiUty  they 
ought  to  introduce  the  Bills  necessary  to 
that  end,  and  they  ought  to  subject 
them  to  full,  free,  and  open  criticism,  and 
circulate  them  to  all  the  Members  of  the 
House.  In  regard  to  the  four  measures 
—the  Congested  Districts  Board  Bill, 
the  Local  Government  Bill,  the  Lunacy 
Bill,  and  the  Fisheries  Bill— I  shall  be 
delighted  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  aflPord  the  Irish  Members  sufficient 
time  for  their  discussion.  By  that  I  do 
not  mean  that  we  would  require  a  whole 
sitting  for  each  Bill,  but  a  fair  time  for 
the  discussion  of  reasonable  Amendments. 
I  can  assure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  we  will  use  that  time  in  a  business- 
like spirit,  for  we  desire  to  get  the 
measures  passed  ;  but  if  he  attempts  to 
rush  these  Bills  without  proper  discussion 
it  will  be  our  duty  undoubtedly  to  pre- 
vent them  passing  into  law.  I  now 
come  to  the  question  of  Irish  Supply.  I 
asked  a  question  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man this  afternoon  as  to  whether  his 
attention  had  been  called  to  the  fact  that 
out  of  twenty-eight  Irish  Votes  only 
three  had  been  passed — the  Education 
Vote,  the  Criminal  Prosecutions  Vote, 
and  the  Land  Judges'  Court  Vote.  I 
asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  what 
suggestion  he  has  to  make  for  another 
opportunity  of  discussing  the  remaining 
Irish  Estimates,  and  he  repUed  to  me  by 
what  I  suppose  he  intended  as  a  joke. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  a  pretty 
wit  when  he  chooses  to  exercise  it,  but  I 
must  say  that  the  joke  which  he  made 
this  afternoon  was  a  very  sorfy  one. 
He  said  that  he  could  not  undertake  that 
Irish  Supply  should  be  set  down  first  on 
any  of  the  remaining  allotted  days,  but 
he  hoped  further  opportunity  would  be 
given  for  Irish  Supply  when  all  the 
English  and  Scotch  Votes  had  been 
carried.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
knew  that  that  suggestion  was  an  absur- 
dity. 

Now,  can  anything  be  more  serious 
than  the  condition  of  Irish  Supply  1 
Just  let  me  read  to  the  House  a  few  of  the 
great  Votes  of  public  money  that  are 
now  to  be  closured  at  the  end  of  this 
session  without  a  single  word  of  discus- 
sion. Public  Works,  £20,000 ;  Rail- 
ways,   £113,000;     Lord      Lieutenant's 


Household  ;  Department  of  Agriculture, 
£148,000.  This  new  Department  ought 
certainly  to  have  been  discussed  this 
year — a  Department  which,  whatever 
view  may  be  taken  of  the  value  of  its 
institutions,  certainly  is  a  most  important 
Department  in  the  pubhc  Ufe  of  Ireland, 
and  a  Department  which  is  no  longer 
answerable  to  the  House  of  Commons,  as 
it  was  understood  it  would  be  through  its 
vice-president.  Yet  the  Vote  for  it  is  to 
be  closured  without  a  single  moment's 
discussion.  Then  there  is  the  Local 
Government  Board,  £500,000.  It  is 
only  necessary  to  state  these  things  to 
show  the  monstrous  injustice  from  which 
we  are  suflfering  as  to  the  innumerable 
questions  arising  from  the  recent  intro- 
duction of  the  local  government  system 
in  Ireland.  Then  there  is  the  Land 
Commissioners'  Court  Vote.  Could  any- 
thing be  more  farcical  than  the  position 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  pretending 
that  the  Government  are  fulfiUing  the 
duties  of  the  government  of  Ireland 
when  not  a  moment's  time  is  given  to  the 
discussion  of  these  important  Votes  ? 
There  are  the  Votes  for  County  Courts  of 
£110,000,  and  of  a  million  and  a  half  for 
the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary.  I  wish 
it  were  possible  for  me  to  adequately 
convey  to  the  House  the  serious  view  I 
take  of  this  matter.  How  can  the  House 
of  Commons  go  on  before  the  country 
seriously  maintaining  the  farce  that 
they  are  governing  Ireland  when  the 
House  of  Commons  is  not  allowed  one 
moment  for  the  discussion  of  these  great 
Departments,  which  spend  milUons  of 
money  ?  The  Chief  Secretary's  Office 
Vote  was  only  discussed  for  a  couple  of 
hours,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself  will  admit  that  that  was  not 
enough.  Under  this  precious  Supply 
rule  Irish  had  only  got  three  days, 
and  no  one  could  justly  say  that  these 
days  had  been  wasted  or  misbpent. 

I  think  this  state  of  affairs  with  regard 
to  the  business  of  the  House  constitutes, 
so  far  as  Ireland  is  concerned,  a  con- 
clusive argument  in  favour  of  Home 
Rule,  and  I  would  suggest  to  hon.  Gentle- 
men, as  this  kind  of  thing  cannot  go  on 
indefinitely,  and  as  they  are  casting 
about  for  remedies,  that  there  is  one 
remedy,  apart  from  Home  Rule  (which 
I  wiU  not  at  present  discuss),  which  would 
commend  itself  to  their  intelligence--I 
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am  sure  it  has  commended  itself  before 
now  to  the  acute  mind  of  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  Greenwich.  I  have 
read  in  the  newspapers  of  the  intention 
of  the  party  opposite  to  diminish  Irish 
representation.  I  would  suggest  some- 
thing far  better — abolish  Irish  repre- 
sentation. I  am  not  now  suggesting 
Home  Rule ;  for  the  moment  I  put  that 
on  one  side.  I  am  suggesting  the  dis- 
franchisement of  Ireland.  Put  an  end 
once  and  for  all  to  this  dismal  and 
dreary  farce  of  bringing  Irish  Members 
to  an  Imperial  Parliament  where  they 
are  not  allowed  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing Irish  Supply.  [Ministerial 
laughter.]  Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite, 
if  they  reflect  for  a  moment,  will  do  me 
the  justice  to  believe  that  I  am  not 
stating  an  absurdity.  We  have  only  had 
three  days  in  which  to  discuss  Irish 
Votes,  and  there  are  twenty-five  of  them 
to  be  discussed ;  if  you  have  not  the  time  to 
give  for  their  discussion — ^and  that  is  what 
you  state  yourselves — disfranchise  Ire- 
land and  convert  her  into  a  Crown  Colony. 
I  have  always  held  that  the  only  logical 
alternative  to  Home  Rule  is  to  convert 
Ireland  into  a  Crown  Colony.  The 
present  absurd  system  cannot  continue. 
It  has  broken  down  year  after  year,  and 
this  year  it  has  broken  down  worse  than 
ever  before,  and  you  cannot  hope  to  keep 
on  very  much  longer  with  solemn  faces 
this  farce  of  pretending  that  you  are 
governing  Ireland  by  this  House  when, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  you  have  not  the  time 
to  give  for  the  discussion  of  serious 
questions.  KMII 

I  oppose  this  motion.  For  my  part 
I  am  in  no  hurry  to  end  this  session, 
although  I  suppose  we  have  felt  this  to 
be  as  exhausting  a  session  as  other  hon. 
members  of  the  House ;  for  myself  I  may 
say  I  have  felt  it  to  be  the  most  exhaust- 
ing session  that  I  remember,  and  I  am 
as  anxious  as  anybody  to  take  a  holiday. 
But  this  is  a  serious  matter,  and  if  we 
have  to  choose  between  sitting  here  on 
the  one  side  and  abandoning  our  duty 
of  discussing  Irish  Supply  on  the  other, 
I  say  we  ought  to  sit  here.  We  say  we 
ought  to  continue  the  session.  Give  us, 
not  three  extra  days  for  Supply,  but  ten 
days  for  Supply,  and  give  the  Irish 
Members  seven,  which  would  be  their 
proper  share.  Instead  of  closing  your 
Education  Bill,  as  you  are  going  to  try 

Mr.  John  Eedmond. 


to  do,  to-morrow,  instead  of  scamping 
through  your  remaining  business,  and 
endeavouring  to  give  a  new  title  to  the 
Sovereign  on  the  last  day  of  the  session, 
take  pause.  Take  your  time  and  con- 
sider these  matters,  and  let  those  who 
consider  their  own  private  interests  more 
important  than  their  public  duties  go 
away.  Surely  the  overflowing  patriotism 
of  a  party  which  came  into  office 
upon  a  war  cry  will  have  no  difliculty 
in  keeping  a  majority  here.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  question  of  Ireland 
will  be  powerful  enough  to  keep  hon. 
Members  on  this  side  of  the  House  in 
their  places,  so  that  you  will  be  able  to 
vote  us  down.  Strike  if  you  will,  but  hear. 
I  protest  against  this  House  of  Commons 
abandoning  its  functions  by  proroguing 
when  there  is  so  much  important 
business  to  be  discussed,  and  I  sincerely 
hope  the  motion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  be  rejected. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  The 
hon.  Member  for  Waterford,  with  his 
usual  energy,  has  dealt  with  this  question 
from  the  Irish  point  of  view  ;  but  there 
is  also  something  to  be  said  regarding  it 
from  the  point  of  view  of  English  and 
Scotch  Members.  It  is  usual,  of  course, 
for  a  Government  at  this  time  of  the 
session  to  make  a  request  for  the  abroga- 
tion of  the  rules  which  give  us  some 
little  respite  from  our  parliamentary 
eflPorts,  and  save  our  health  from  the 
effects  of  prolonged  sittings.  But  when 
Government  make  a  request  of  that 
kind  they  are  bound  to  show  that  they 
have  used  their  time  well,  and  are  going 
to  use  Veil  the  facilities  they  ask  for. 
The  proposal  of  the  Government  is  that 
we  should  consent  to  give  them  the 
facilities  they  ask  for  in  order  that  they 
may  launch  the  House  on  a  course  of 
business  which,  if  properly  dealt  with, 
will  enable  us  to  prorogue,  not  on  the 
17th  August,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man suggests,  but  somewhere  about  the 
middle  of  September.  I  have  gone  care 
fully  through  the  list  of  measures,  and  I 
venture  to  say  that,  instead  of  the  twenty 
days  which  remain  between  now  and  the 
17th  August,  they  will  take  twenty-five 
days  without  the  Appropriation  Bill,  the 
minor  departmental  Bills,  and  the  Irish 
Bills,  which  the  hon.  Member  for  Water- 
ford  says  the  Government  will  not  be 
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allowed  to  rush  through,  and  if  we  add 
^Yt  or  six  days  for  these  measures  we  have 
ample  work  for  six  weeks  still  lying  before 
us.  This  is  not  an  extravagant  estimate, 
if  these  Bills  are  to  be  dealt  with  with  any- 
thing Uke  the  care  and  attention  which 
Parliament  ought  to  give  them.  The 
Government  are  going  to  bring  in 
several  Bills  which  we  have  not  heard  of 
before,  and  we  cannot  tell  how  con- 
tentious they  may  be  until  they  are  intro- 
duced. They  are  also  bringing  in  two 
new  Estimates,  one  of  which  is  certain  to 
be  highly  contentious,  and  to  involve 
very  long  discussion.  They  are  going 
to  omit  several  other  Estimates  which 
ought  to  be  fully  discussed,  and  they 
have  made  no  provision  for  the  discussion 
of  one  Estimate  of  the  highest  importance 
which  requires  very  full  discussion, 
namely,  the  Education  Estimate.  More- 
over, they  have  not  given  any  reply  to 
the  appeal  addressed  to  them  from  this 
side  of  the  House — an  appeal  whose 
supporters  are  not  at  all  confined 
to  opponents  of  the  Government — for 
proper  discussion  of  the  new  Minute 
which  has  been  suddenly  forced  on  our 
attention,  and  which  has  introduced  a  | 
new  and  dangerous  principle,  needing  i 
thorough  investigation,  because  it  brings  ' 
about  what  may  turn  out  to  be  an  evasion  i 
of  the  law.  It  has  already  been  pointed  \ 
out  that  Supply  is  in  a  very  backward 
state,  and  that  more  Votes  remain  to  be 
discussed  now  than  at  this  period  of  the 
session  last  year ;  and  when  we  consider 
how  many  contentious  questions  remain, 
I  am  of  opinion  that  the  proper  course 
for  the  Government  to  adopt  is  to  throw  ' 
overboard  all  but  the  absolutely  necessary  • 
Bills,  and  allow  us  to  devote  proper  care  | 
and  attention  to  the  discussion  of  the  | 
very  important,  indispensable  matters 
which  have  to  be  disposed  of.  I  want 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  throw  over 
all  Bills  which  it  is  not  absolutely  essen 
tial  should  be  passed  in  the  present  session. 
I  can  only  say  we  gather  that  some  of 
them  are  likely  to  take  time  and  to  be  con- 
troversial, and  Parliament  ought  not 
to  be  asked  to  sanction  measures  of  im- 
portance without  adequate  discussion. 

Just  let  me  contrast  for  a  moment 
what  the  result  of  this  session  is  going  to 
be  with  the  programme  originally  laid  be- 
fore us.  On  the  discussion  of  the  King's 
Speech  I  said  that  it  was  a  comparatively 


slender  programme.  The  Government 
laid  before  us  three  large  measures, 
which  they  looked  upon  as  the  principal 
business  of  the  session — ^namely,  a  scheme 
of  military  organisation,  a  scheme  for  the 
constitution  of  the^Court  of  Appeal,  and 
the  Education  Bill.'  The  Education  Bill 
has  been  dropped,  or  rather  reduced  to  an 
attenuated  and  miserable  fragment, 
which  settles  nothing  except  for  the  year, 
and  gives  rise  to  controversy  out  of  all 
proportion  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
issue.  Of  these  three  Bills  two  are  gone, 
the  Education  Bill  and  the  Court  of 
Appeal  Bill ;  and  as  for  the  scheme  of 
military  reorganisation,  if  the  Govern- 
ment look  upon  that  as  an  adequate 
result  of  the  labours  of  the  session,  or  as  a 
real  contribution  to  the  solution  of  an 
important  problem,  they  are  the  only 
persons  in  the  House  who  entertain  that 
belief.  Then  there  were  the  Factory  and 
Workshops  Bill,  a  Bill  for  the  better 
administration  of  the  law  respecting 
lunatics,  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Public 
Health  Acts,  a  Bill  to  prevent  drunken- 
ness in  licensed  houses,  and  a  Bill  to 
amend  the  law  of  copyright.  Every  one 
of  these  Bills,  except  the  Factory  and 
Workshops  Bill,  is  gone,  and  that  Bill  is 
still  in  the  Grand  Committee,  so  that  the 
scheme  of  military  reorganisation  re- 
mains the  only  fruit  of  all  the  promises 
in  the  King's  Speech.  That  is  a  wretched 
and  scanty  result  for  an  unusually 
laborious  session ;  and  when  we  are 
asked  by  the  Government  to  give  them 
faciUties  and  to  consent  to  the  suspension 
of  the  twelve  o'clock  rule,  we  are  entitled 
to  look  at  the  work  of  the  session  and  to 
ask  whether  the  time  of  ParUament 
ought  not  to  have  been  better  spent. 
I  would  make  even  at  the  last  moment 
one  more  appeal  to  the  Government 
to  shorten  our  labours  by  doing  what 
they  might  have  done  a  week  ago, 
namely,  consent  to  a  reasonable  compro- 
mise on  the  Education  Bill,  which  will 
save  us  from  long  and  exasperating 
discussion,  and  which  would  not  settle 
any  principle  in  the  sense  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  wants,  because  it  would  be  a 
mere  prolongation  of  the  status  quo,  but 
it  would  save  a  great  deal  of  the  friction, 
irritation,  and  trouble  which  will  neces- 
sarily arise.  If  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  would  say  that  he  would  con- 
sent to  the  prolongation  of  the  status  quo 
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under  proper  securities,  he  would  save 
several  days  debate,  and  enable  us  to  get 
rid  of  the  most  irritating  question  now 
before  us.  When  I  regard  the  state  to 
which  the  Government  has  brought  us, 
and  the  way  in  which  the  time  of  the 
House  has  been  spent  during  the  session, 
I  feel  bound  to  make  my  protest  against 
the  conduct  of  the  Government,  and  as 
the  only  way  in  which  I  can  make  that 
protest  is  to  record  my  vote  against  the 
proposal  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
I  am  prepared  to  adopt  that  course,  and 
to  express  the  opinion  that,  however 
necessary  it  may  be  in  all  the  circum- 
stances to  grant  the  suspension  of  the 
twelve  o'clock  rule,  we  ought  not  to  do  it 
for  a  Government  which  have  shown 
themselves  incapable  of  conducting  the 
business  of  the  House,  and  insensible  to 
the  obligations  under  which  they  are 
to  wind  up  the  business  in  a  proper 
manner. 

Major  RASGH  (Essex,  Chelmsford) : 
I  do  not  intend  to  criticise  the  proposal 
of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  I  only 
wish  to  make  a  humble  suggestion  and  a 
small  protest,  and  I  do  it  from  perfectly 
altruistic  motives.  I  was  in  this  House 
in  1887,  when  it  used  to  be  *'  sitting  when 
we  went  to  press,"  as  the  newspapers 
said,  and  when  we  were  discussing  what 
hon.  Members  opposite  then  called  the 
Crimes  Bill.  In  1888  the  Government 
of  the  day,  which  was  practically  the  same 
Government  that  is  sitting  on  the  Trea- 
sury Bench  this  afternoon,  told  us  that 
that  sort  of  thing  was  all  over,  and  that 
we  should  not  have  to  sit  up  all  night. 
I  myself  beheved  what  the  Government 
told  us,  and  many  of  us  fought  our  elec- 
tions, and  some  of  us  happened  to  win 
them,  and  we  managed  to  keep  a  Unionist 
Government  in  office,  including  the  noble 
family  so  well  represented  on  the  front 
bench.  Now  we  are  told  that  we  are 
back  again  to  the  bad  old  times.  Fourteen 
years  ago  sittting  up  all  night  killed  many 
a  good  man.  My  predecessor  in  the 
representation  of  Mid  Essex  died  of  it, 
and  many  another  Member  found  that 
the  game  was  not  worth  the  candle,  and 
retired  from  public  Ufe.  I  have  no  in- 
tention of  criticising  the  motion  of  the 
First  Lord,  but  I  should  hke  to  make  a 
humble  suggestion  to  him.  I  would  like 
to  remind  him,  as  Mr.  Gladstone  once 

Mr,  Bryce. 


said,  that  the  resources  of  civilisation  are 
not  absolutely  exhausted.  A  proposal 
was  made  by  the  hon,  Member  for  the 
City  of  London,  and  was  supported  by  an 
agricultural  Member  two  months  ago, 
which  had  reference  to  the  waste 
of  the  time  of  the  House  caused 
by  the  duration  of  speeches.  If  that 
motion  had  been  carried,  it  would  not 
have  brought  about  a  millennium,  nor 
would  it  give  us  a  new  heaven  and  a  new 
earth,  but  it  would  tend  to  economise  the 
time  of  the  House.  Of  course  it  is  not 
for  a  humble  agricultural  Member  like 
myself  to  make  an  important  suggestion 
of  that  kind  to  the  Government.  I  know 
perfectly  well,  as  a  right  hon.  Gentleman 
once  said  of  himself,  that  I  am  a  mere 
child  in  these  matters  ;  still  the  sugges- 
tion is  worth  considering,  and  perhaps 
it  will  be  carried  out  in  a  future  session. 

*Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  has 
sketched  a  most  ambitious  parlia- 
mentary programme.  In  three,  or  at 
the  outside  four,  weeks  he  proposes 
to  pass  thirty  Bills,  most  of  which 
have  not  yet  been  introduced,  and 
to  bring  in  a  Supplementary  Budget 
involving  two  immense  Votes  of  a  most 
contentious  character.  If  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  really  expects  to  get 
through  that  programme  in  three— or, 
at  the  most,  four — weeks  of  parliamentary 
time,  he  must  be  really  more  childlike  than 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  supposes  who 
sits  behind  me.  How  long  are  we  to  go 
on  with  this  farce  of  jM-etending  that  the 
proceedings  of  this  House  are  regulated 
by  the  Standing  Order  1  The  Standing 
Order  gives  three-fifths  of  the  parliamen- 
tary time  to  the  private  Member,  and 
two-fifths  to  the  Government — six-tenths 
to  the  private  Members,  and  four-tenths 
to  the  Government.  Since  I  have  been 
a  member  of  this  House  the  Government 
has  never  taken  less  than  eight-tenths, 
and  has  more  often  taken  nine-tenths, 
and  the  residue  only  has  been  left  to 
those  unpaid  unplaced  members  who  are 
most  properly  called  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. The  Standing  Orders  do  not 
regulate  the  proceedings  of  this  House. 
What  regulates  our  proceedings  is  the 
convenience  and  sometimes  the  caprice 
of  the  Ministry.  What  present  occa- 
sion is  there  for  the  suspension  of  the 
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twelve  o'clock  rule  ?  Let  me  remind 
the  House  that  this  rule,  as  has  already 
been  stated  by  an  hon.  Member,  is  in  the 
nature  of  a  pact.  This  House  in  1888 
agreed  to  meet  at  three  instead  of 
four,  an  hour  earlier,  on  the  condition 
that  it  stopped  its  sittings  at  midnight. 
It  would  be  only  fair  that,  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  desires  to  upset 
one  part  of  the  arrangement,  he  should 
upset  the  other.  I  should  have  expected 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  suggest 
that  we  should  meet  an  hour  later  ;  that 
we  should  meet  again  at  four  o'clock. 
But  what  right  have  the  Government  to 
ask  for  the  indulgence  of  this  House  1 
What  indulgence,  what  consideration 
have  they  shown  to  the  House  itself  1 
They  have  taken  every  Friday ;  they  have 
taken  every  Tuesday ;  they  have  taken 
every  Wednesday — they  have  taken  all 
our  days,  and  now  they  want  to  take  our 
nights.  Sleeping  or  waking  we  are  to  do 
the  work  the  Government  puts  before 
us ;  we  are  not  to  be  allowed  to  initiate 
anything  ourselves,  and  we  are  not  to  be 
allowed  to  discuss  the  measures  initiated 
by  the  Government,  but  at  a  given 
moment  if  the  health  of  the  Chairman 
of  Ways  and  Means  serves,  all  discussion 
is  to  be  closured.  Do  the  Govern- 
ment ever  examine  their  own  con- 
sciences ]  First,  they  shorten  the  session 
at  both  ends,  and  prolong  the  holidays  in 
the  middle — it  is  absolutely  true  that  this 
Government  have  doubl^  the^hoUdays 
as  compared  with  any  other  previous 
Government — and  as  if  that  were  not 
enough  they  have  deprived  the  House  of 
its  rights  and  privileges  by  altering  the 
Staning  Order  and  abohshing  the  rule 
which  allowed  us  to  raise  a  discussion 
upon  the  motion  that  you,  Sir,  leave  the 
chair  on  going  into  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  They  lumped  up  the  Esti- 
mates into  one  large  sum  while  I  was 
on  the  seas  on  my  way  to  Gibraltar ; 
they  have  deprived  us  of  all  oppor- 
tunity of  having  a  most  interesting 
debate  upon  the  Education  Bill  by 
bringing  it  in  under  what  is  called  the 
''ten  minute  rule,*'  but  what  should  be 
called  "  the  brief  explanatory  statement 
Order."  They  have  deprived  the  House 
of  a  similar  privilege  with  regard  to  the 
Agricultural  Rating  Bill,  and,  to  my 
mind,  by  the  lateness  of  the  period  at 
which  they  have  introduced  these  mea- 


sures they  have  deprived  themselves  of 
all  chance  of  carrying  them  through  by 
fair  argument  and  fair  debate,  and,  if 
they  pass  at  all,  they  must  pass  by  the 
most  odious  use  of  the  most  odious  method 
of  closure. 

I  do  not  know,  but  I  suppose  the  House 
will  agree  to  this  motion  ;  if  it  does,  it  will 
simply  have  to  carry  on  its  business  by 
hurry  and  closure.  The  closure  is  not 
a  decreasing  evil,  but  an  increasing  one. 
In  1898  it  was  moved  twenty-three  times; 
in  1899,  thirty-three  times;  in  1900, 
twenty-six  times ;  and  this  year  it  has 
been  already  moved  forty-five  times,  and 
would  have  been  moved  much  oftener  but 
for  the  illness  of  the  Chairman  of  Ways 
and  Means,  an  accident  which  we  all 
regret.  To  my  mind  the  number  of 
times  the  closure  is  moved  is  the  measure 
of  the  incapacity  of  the  Minister.  A 
horseman  who  can  ride  does  not  require 
to  throw  his  horse  down  every  time 
he  mounts  it.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
managed  to  pass  a  very  important 
Finance  Bill,  involving  serious  new 
principles  and  increased  taxation, 
through  this  House  without  using 
the  closure  once.  Cannot  the  Govern- 
ment manage  to  do  the  same  with 
the  Education  Bill  and  the  Agri- 
cultural Rating  Bill  ?  Surely  my  right 
hon.  friend  is  not  less  competent  than  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer.  With  regard  to  Supply, 
the  Leader  of  the  Irish  party  gave 
an  absolutely  accurate  account  of  it. 
You  have  this  year  at  this  day 
still  98  Votes  to  get.  Last  year 
at  this  time  you  had  forty  nine 
to  get;  therefore  you  have  exactly 
double  the  number  of  Votes  to  get 
this  year  that  you  had  last  year. 
Of  course  I  know  it  does  not  matter, 
because  there  is  the  guillotine,  and  these 
Votes  will  be  got  by  its  use.  But  suppose 
you  have  ninety-six  Votes  left  to  get 
under  the  guillotine.  At  the  rate  of  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  for  each  division, 
it  will  take  twenty-four  hours  to  get 
them,  and  the  same  with  regard  to 
their  Report.  So  that  to  get  the  neces- 
sary SuppUes  for  the  Government  will» 
if  divisions  are  challenged,  entail 
forty-eight  hours  continuous  walk- 
ing. Sir,  the  scandal  of  getting 
Votes    in     this    way    is  manifest.      It 
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restricts  the  power,  authority,  and  im- 1  know,  with  the  decreasing  authority  of 
portance   of   this    House.     This    House  i  this  House,  is  the  increasing  power  and 


is  being  slowly  destroyed  before  our 
eyes — it  is  treated  with  contempt.  We 
ought  to  have  the  Prime  Minister  here, 
but  he  is  not  here ;  we  ought  to  have 
the  power  of  practical  debate  here, 
but  that  is  not  here ;  we  ought  to  have 
the  power  of  rectifying  grievances  before 
Supply,  and  that  is  not  here.  It  has 
almost  all  gone,  and  looking  forward, 
what  a  prospect  rises  before  us !  It 
seems  to  me  that  this  House  will  soon 
be    composed   only   of    two    component 


authority  of  the  Ministry.  They  propose 
an  immense  standing  army ;  they  have 
a  very  large  revenue,  now  amounting 
to  £109,000,000  a  year,  for  which  they 
need  not  come  annually  to  the  House. 
If  a  Tudor  had  had  such  a  revenue,  or  a 
Stuart  such  a  standing  army,  we  should 
never  have  retained  a  House  of  Commons 
at  all;  yet  it  is  this  House,  and  this 
House  alone,  which  stands  between  us 
and  arbitrary  government,  not  even  the 
arbitrary  government  of  a   permanent 


parts,  the  Treasury  Bench  and  a  registry  ,  monarchy,  but  that  which  is  far  more 


office.  The  greatest  of  our  political 
writers,  BoKngbroke,  said — 

**  Corruption  alone  could  not  destroy  us  ;  we 
must  want  spirit  as  well  as  virtue  to  perish." 

I  sometimes  think  that  all  spirit  has 
gone  out  of  this  House ;  it  is  only  on 
the  Irish  Benches  that  there  is  [any  indi- 
cation of  it.  Where  is  the  resistance, 
where  the  criticism  that  an  opposition 
would  make  1  Where,  indeed,  is  the 
opposition  ?  A  week  or  two  ago  I  formed 
some  expectation  of  an  Opposition  being 
created,  but  since  reading  the  speech 
of  the  possible  leader,  who  complains 
with   great   bitterness   of   being  left   to 


dangerous,  of  a  casual  minister;  and  I 
cannot  see  this  House  destroyed  without 
anxiety. 

These  are  dangers,  and  I  cannot 
regard  them  with  equanimity.  I  would 
beg  the  Government  to  take  a  wider 
view  of  this  matter  and  of  their  relation 
to  this  House  than  is  bounded  merely  by 
considerations  of  their  own  momentary 
convenience,  a  more  worthy  view  than 
one  founded  on  a  desire  for  holidays,  and 
a  more  statesmanhke  view  than  that 
which  consists  in  bringing  forth  succes- 
sive strings  of  expedients  the  only  object 
of  which  is  to  continue  to  live  from  day 


plough  his  furrow  alone,  and  who  also  |  to  day.  This  Government  has  lasted  so 
complains  of  his  own  party,  my  hopes  I  long  that  it  begins  to  think  itsel 
have  disappeared,  and  I  am  irresistibly  '  eternal.  But  that  is  not  so.  The  present 
reminded  of  the  similar  case  of  Alexander  ,  Ministers  will  not  always  be  on  this  side, 
Selkirk,  who  said  :-  !  and  when  they  are  on  the  benches  opposite 

'  they  will  perhaps  regret  the  loss  of  the 
liberties  which  they  themselves  have  put 
forth  their  hands  to  destroy.  I  know 
not  what  sort  of  Minister,  with  what 
plans,  aims,  or  ambitions,  may  one  day 
sit  on  that  Treasury  Bench.  He  may  be 
a  socialist,  or  a  revolutionary,  or  a  cynic, 
with  so  great  a  contempt  for  the  people 
and  the  Parliament  of  this  country  that, 
having,  perhaps  in  a  moment  of  national 
crisis,  appealed  to  the  country  for,  and 
obtained,  a  large  majority,  he  may  use  it 
for  the  aggrandisement  of  his  own  family, 
and  seek  to  confirm  his  position  by  a  free 
distribution  of  the  public  taxes  among  his 
own  supporters.  But,  Sir,  one  word  of 
warning.  It  is  never  quite  safe  to 
flout  the  House  of  Commons.  This 
House  has  found  means  to  survive  and 
to  deal  with  the  menaces  of  princes, 
the  use  of  military  force — aye,  and  even 
the  rack,  the  scaffold  and  the  prison, 
and   I  do   believe  that,   somje  time  or 
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"I  am   out  of  humanity's  reach. 

I  must  finish  my  journey  alone  ; 
Never  hear  the  sweet  music  of  speech, 
I  start  at  the  sound  of  my  own.'' 

And  then,  as  if  turning  to  his  own  party, 
he  proceeds  : — 

*'  The  beasts  that  roam  over  the  plain 
My  form  with  indifference  see  ; 
They  are  so  unacquainted  with  man, 
Their  tameness  b  shocking  to  me." 

Yes,  Sir,  their  tameness  is  shocking — 
shocking  to  me  too,  and  serious  to  this 
House  also.  There  may  be  amateur 
critics  of  the  Government  who  do 
their  little  best  on  this  side,  but 
no  effectual  criticism  of  a  Govern- 
ment can  come  except  from  a  united 
Opposition,  and,  if  I  may  venture  to 
say  so,  the  criticism  we  have  had  from 
the  sole  representative  of  the  Opposition 
who  has  spoken  to-day  has  not  been 
highly    effectual.     Coincidental,    as    we 
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other,    sooner   or   later,    parliamentary    importance  I  attach  to  their  retaining 

their  present  position.  I  do  not  doubt 
their  honour.  What  I  doubt  is  their 
discretion.  They  have  not  shown  a  vast 
amount  of  that  quahty  in  their  conduct 

a  member  that  the  House  of  Commons   of  business  this  session,  and,  for  my  own 


resources  will  be  found  which  may 
overcome  even  the  lassitude  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  below  me,  and 
convince  the  Government  of  which  he  is 


is  stronger  and  can  show  itself  more 
powerful  than  any  ministry  that  ever 
existed. 

These  few  remarks  I  assure  the  House 
I  have   made  out   of   respect   for   this 
Assembly — out  of  the  enormous  rever- 
ence I  have  learnt  to  feel  for  it,  for  its       ^^^^  ^^  v.*xv,xv»    ^ 
traditions,  for  its  very  forms    and  the  \  ^^^^j^^l'  ^^  ^hls^dme'of^thJ^eaT'for  \he 


part,  I  do  not  think  they  have  made  out 
a  case  for  asking  the  House  to  give  up 
the  last  rag  of  its  time  to  the  prosecution 
of  an  amount  of  work  which  can- 
not possibly  be  concluded  in  the  short 
space  of  time  allotted  to  it. 

Mr.   power  (Waterford,   E.) :  It  is 


work  it  does  for  the  State,  and  they  are 
made  also  not  without  some  regard  for 
His  Majesty's  Ministers  and  some  anxiety 
to  see  them  take  a  course  in  some  future 
session — I  suppose   this   session  is   past 
praying     for  —  which     shall    be    more 
creditable    to    themselves    and    to    the 
House.     I  expect  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  sharply  rebuke  me.     [**  Hear, 
hear."]    Yes,  I  thought  so.    I  can  foresee 
what  is  coming.     The  hon.  Member  for 
West  Somerset,   the  hon.    Member  for 
Westminster   and    I   have   already   ex- 
perienced the  anger  that  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  showers  on  those  who 
do  not  agree  with  him.     I  shall  probably 
be  told  that  I  am  attacking  the  honour 
of  somebody  who  is  not  in  the  House, 
or  who  is  at  the  Table,  or  in  the  Chair. 
Well,  Sir,  some  of  us  who  do  not  sit  in 
such  exalted    places    have   ourselves  a 
rough    work-a^ay    notion    of    honour. 
There     are     certain    things     that    we, 
too,    would    not    do,    that   we     should 
think  unbecoming.     We  would  not  ask 
a    general    to    re-write    his    despatch, 
or  even  a  Committee  its  Report ;    we 
would    not    sacrifice     our    country    to 
our  party,  or  our  party  to  our  family, 
or  so  much  as  the  efficiency  of  a  single 
Department  to  the  urgency  of  a  relative. 
We  have  our  Httle  notions  of  honour, 
even  if  we  cannot  rise  to  the  transcendent 
heights    attained    by    the    right    hon. 
Gentleman,  who  sees  in  every  criticism 
of  the  Government  an  attack   on  the 
honour  of  somebody  else. 

I  do  protest  that  I  believe  in  everybody's 
honour,  and  especially  in  the  honour  of 
His  Majesty's  Government ;  and  if  I 
would  see  them  adopt  other  methods  of 
procedure  in  this  House,  and  a  more 
generous  course  of  action  in  regard  to  it 
aBd  its  rules,  it  is  because  of  the  great 


Government    to  ask  that    the    twelve 
o'clock   rule   shall    be    suspended    and 
certain  facilities  granted  to  enable  them 
to  carry  on  their  business.     But  it  should 
be  remembered  that  on  previous  occa- 
sions when  that  request  has  been  made 
the  Government  have  had  before  them 
a  large  programme  of  interest  to  all  parts 
of  the  kingdom.     That,  however,  cannot 
be  said  on  this  occasion.     The  King's 
Speech  contained  very  Httle  of  interest, 
and  the  few  parts  that  were  of  interest 
to  the  vast  majority  of  working  men 
have  been  either  dropped  or  truncated 
in  such  a  way  as  to  be  unrecognisable. 
I  heartily  join  in  the  protest  of  the  hon. 
and    learned    Member     for    Waterford 
against  the  manner  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment have  treated  Irish  affairs.     I  have 
never  thought  the    British   Parliament 
had  the  will  to  legislate  fairly  for  Irelandf 
but  even  if  they  had  the  will,  such  Orders 
as  we  are  now  discussing  would  show 
that  they  had  not  the  power  to  give 
Irish  Members  an  opportunity  for  de- 
bating measures  of  interest.  With  regard 
to  the  Bills  enumerated  by  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  in  which  Ireland  takes 
a  certain  interest,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man hopes  the  Fisheries  Bill  and  three 
others   may   be   passed   this   session.     I 
protest  against  this  habit  of  coming  down 
at  the  fag  end  of  the  session  and  saying 
to  the  Irish  Members,  **  Here  is  the  Bill, 
be  it  good  or  bad ;  take  it  or  leave  it ;  we 
shall  not  give  you  time  for  discussion, 
and  if  you  attempt  to  discuss  the  measure 
it   will    be   lost."     With   regard   to   the 
Fisheries  Bill,  ten  years  ago  Mr.  Madden 
brought  forward  a  Bill  dealing  with  the 
question,     and    the    late    Mr.     Biggar 
expressed    the   opinion    that    it    was    a 
wretched  measure,   which  ought  to  be 
killed.     Unfortunately,  we  did  nx)t  taik^ 
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his  advice,  but  allowed  the  Bill  to  pass, 
Mrith  the  result  that  nothing  else  has 
been  done,  and,  so  far  from  doing  good 
to  the  Irish  fisheries,  the  Bill  has,  in 
many  parts  of  the  coast,  destroyed  them. 
The  programme  of  the  Government  has 
been  small.  The  time  has  been  taken 
up  by  their  own  incompetency.  They 
have  used  the  closure  to  a  greater  extent 
than  any  other  Government  has  ever 
done,  and  yet  there  have  been  more  late 
sittings  this  session  than  in  any  session 
since  the  twelve  o'clock  rule  was  insti- 
tuted. The  proper  use  of  the  closure 
may  sometimes  facilitate  business,  but 
its  improper  use  certainly  impedes  pro- 
gress, and  when  I  remember  that  the 
First  Lord  opened  the  session  by  closuring 
a  Vote  of  £17,000,000  before  we  had 
said  a  single  word,  and  then  spent  days 
afterwards  in  endeavouring  to  change 
the  forms  of  the  House  in  order  to  hit 
Irish  Members,  I  certainly  come  to  the 
conclusion  that,  to  use  a  horseman's 
term,  he  has  no  hands,  and  that  so  far 
from  using  the  snaffle  properly,  he  is 
always  puUing  on  the  curb.  That  way 
of  doing  business  is  naturally  resented. 

Another  thing  which  has  hindered 
business  is  the  way  in  which  Supple- 
mentary Votes  have  been  brought  in. 
Formerly  such  Votes  were  compai-atively 
unknown ;  now  they  are  particularly 
frequent.  As  was  pointed  out  would  be 
the  case  when  this  rule  as  to  Supply  was 
brought  forward,  the  system  of  allotting 
a  number  of  days  to  Supply,  with  the 
closure  to  follow,  has  taught  Ministers  to 
scamp  their  work.  They  come  down  with 
little  or  no  preparation  to  reply  to  criti- 
cism ;  they  rely  on  the  closure  to  get  the 
Votes.  The  other  night  we  had  an  im- 
portant debate  on  Uganda.  The  noble 
Lord  who  represents  the  Foreign  Office 
delivered  a  long  speech  founded  on  a 
Report  presented  to  the  House  three  years 
ago,  and  yet  he  confessed  that  there  was 
at  the  Foreign  Office  a  Report  about  t^n 
days  old,  but  he  had  not  taken  the 
trouble  to  look  at  it ;  his  chief  had  not 
seen  it,  and  the  House  of  Commons  had 
to  vote  the  money  without  having  had 
an  opportunity  of  reading  it.  That  is 
merely  an  example  of  the  state  of  care- 
lessness and  indifference  into  which 
Ministers  lapse  under  this  system. 

One  of  the  measures  the  Government 
hope  to  pass  is  that  for  conferring  a  new 

Mr.  Power, 


title  on  the  King.  I  am  unaware  whether 
or  not  it  is  a  controversial  Bill,  but,  as 
far  as  Irishmen,  and  especially  Catholics, 
are  concerned,  we  are  not  inclined  to 
view  very  favourably  anything  connected 
with  the  King,  as  we  cannot  forget  that 
he  opened  his  reign  by  insulting  us 

*Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  !  The 
hon.  Member  must  not  comment  in 
those  terms  on  the  action  of  the 
Sovereign. 

Mr,  POWER:  I  am  very  sorry  to 
hear  that  some  of  the  time  of  the  House 
is  to  be  asked  for  at  the  fag  end  of  tlus 
session  in  order  to  vote  a  large  sum  of 
money  to  Lord  Roberts.  Many  hon. 
Members  may  think  that  because  Lord 
Roberts  is  an  Irishman  hon.  Members 
from  Ireland  ought  to  support  this  pro- 
posal ;  but  if  there  were  nobody  else  in 
the  House  prepared  to  support  me,  I 
should  oppose  it  myself.  I  do  not  think 
that  anyone  who  has  followed  this  war 
can  say  that  Lord  Roberts  has  added  to 
his  reputation  in  South  Africa. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order  1  The 
hon.  Member  cannot  discuss  the  merits 
of  that  proposal  now. 

Mr.  power  :  As  an  Irishman  I  say 
that  Lord  Roberts  could  not  have  put 
his  great  abilities  to  a  worse  cause.  I 
join  in  the  protest  made  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Waterford  against 
the  way  the  business  of  the  House  of 
Commons  is  being  conducted.  This 
session  has  been  practically  wasted,  for 
we  have  had  no  Irish  legislation,  and  the 
taxation  of  our  already  impoverished 
country  has  been  increased  by  leaps  and 
bounds. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mon- 
mouthshire, W.) :  I  do  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  prolonging  this  debate,  hot 
there  is  just  one  thing  which  I  should 
like  to  say.  I  am  one  of  the  oldest 
Members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  I 
have  been  very  proud  to  be  a  Member  of 
this  House  so  long.  During  that  time 
I  have  had  many  opportunities  of  seeing 
the  House  in  different  ph^es  and  under 
different  managements,  and  I  should 
just  like  to  say  what  has  been  the  result 
of    my    experience.    When    the   excep- 
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tional  system  of  the  closure  was  intro- 
duced, it  was  intended  by  those  who 
introduced  it  that  it  should  be  used  with 
moderation,  and  only  under  extreme 
pressure.  What  was  intended  as  a 
powerful  drug  is  now  treated  as  the 
daily  bread  of  the  House  of  Ck)mmons. 
The  figures  given  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  King's  Lynn  show  how  this  power 
has  been  abused,  and  it  has  only  had 
an  irritating  effect  upon  the  House — 
and  perhaps  I  may  be  permitted  to  say 
without  offence  that  I  think  it  has  had 
a  demoralising  effect  upon  the  Govern- 
ment. I  only  desire  to  say  that,  accord- 
ing to  my  experience  and  observation, 
the  extreme  use  of  the  closure  is  the  most 
futile  and  the  most  fatal  form  of  obstruc- 
tion that  can  be  adopted^ 

*Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) :  I 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  asking  my  right 
hon.  friend  two  questions.  I  wish  to 
know  in  the  first  place  if  there 
are  any  private  Members*  Bills  which 
he  intends  to  **star."  I  wish  to 
know  in  the  second  place  exactly  where 
we  are.  I  want  to  know  whether 
the  Government  intend  to  go  on  with 
the  Bill  introduced  in  the  House  of  Lords 
with  regard  to  the  King's  Declaration. 
Do  the  Government  intend  to  press  that 
Bill  through  this  session  ?  I  also  desire 
to  say  a  word  or  two  with  regard  to  Irish 
Supply.  Criticism  is  cheap,  and  there- 
fore easy ;  but,  after  all,  a  parliamentary 
day  is  only  nine  hours,  and  it  is  impos- 
sible to  get  everything  into  it.  I  am 
not  going  to  make  any  attack  upon  the 
Leader  of  the  House,  but  I  wish  to  direct 
his  attention  to  Irish  Supply.  Where 
do  we  stand  in  regard  to  the  matter  ? 
Unquestionably  the  business  of  Supply 
is  the  most  important  work  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  for  it  is  the  only  consti- 
tutional way  we  have  of  discussing  the 
Estimates  of  the  great  spending  Depart- 
ments of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  no  institution  has 
less  control  over  those  great  State  De- 
partments than  the  House  of  Commons 
under  present  arrangements.  Only 
three  days  out  of  twenty-four  are  allotted 
to  Irish  Supply,  although  I  did  my  best 
at  the  beginning  of  the  session  to  get 
four  days.  It  may  be  that  Members  do 
talk  too  rnxxch.  upon  one  given  subject. 
[Ministerial  cries  of  "  Hear,  hear."]    I 


do  not  plead  guilty  to  that  charge  myself> 
and  I  do  not  think  that  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary   himself    will  make    that    charge 
against     me.       What     Irish     Members 
have    got    to    look    at    is    the    fact 
that  only  three  out  of  twenty-eight  Votes 
have   been   passed   relating  to  Ireland, 
and  those  already  passed  are  by  no  means 
the  most  important.     There  is  the  Vote 
for   the    Irish    Land    Cominission.     By 
extraordinary  pressure  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary  has   managed  to  get  the  Report 
on  the  subject  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House.    That  Commission  employed  a 
great    staff,  which    costs    the    country 
£150,000  a  year.     That  staff  has  only 
dealt  with  some  13,000  rents,  while  some 
33,000  still  remain  to  be  fixed.    Accord- 
ing to  present  arrangements  we  are  not 
to  be  allowed  to  say  a  word  as  to  how 
those  rents  have  been  fixed  or  about  the 
slow  progress  made.     We  cannot  even 
refer  to  a  single  scandal  connected  with 
that  Department.     Agriculture    is    the 
chief  industry  of  Ireland,  and  yet  the 
representatives  of  Irish  agricultural  con- 
stituencies   are    muzzled    and    closured 
when  they  wish  to  deal  with  the  machi- 
nery for  fixing  those  rents.     The  Leader 
of  the  House  ought  to  see  that  this  is  a 
thing    which    will    not    bear    repeating 
another  year.     Then  there  is  the  Irish 
Local  Government  Board  Vote.     A  great 
scheme  of  local  government  has  just  been 
successfully  brought  into  operation,  but 
everybody  who  knows  anything  about 
local    government    in    England    knows 
that  after  the  Act  of  1888  was  passed  a 
great  many  questions  arose  which  had 
to  be  settled  afterwards.     That  has  also 
proved  to  be  the  case  in  Ireland.     There 
is  an  enormous  Vote  of  £500,000  con- 
nected with  this  Act,  and  many  mistakes 
have  been  made,  for  the  difficulties  have 
been  enormous.     For  the  House  of  Com- 
mons and  the  Government  to  say  that 
that  great  Department  and  its  work  is 
to  go  unchallenged  and  undiscussed  is 
little   short   of   an   outrage.     Take   the 
Constabulary  Vote— I  have  known  that 
Vote  take  nearly  a  week,  in  the  days 
when  the  Leader  of  the  House  and  myself 
were  in  Opposition.     The  constabulary 
has  been  breaking  up  meetings  in  Ireland, 
and  I  ask  the  House  to  recollect  what 
they  have  done  in  regard  to  myself.     I 
thought  that   I  should   have   been   re- 
garded as  the  most  harmless  man  alive 
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I  held  a  large  number  of  meetings  during 
the  last  recess,  and  what  did  the  Chief 
Secretary  do  ? 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
will  not  be  in  order  in  discussing  these 
matters  now,  although  he  may  discuss 
them  upon  the  Constabulary  Vote. 

*Mr.  T.  W-  RUSSELL  :  This  furnishes 
us  with  the  object  lesson  of  the  whole 

business.     The  Constabulary   Vote  will 
have  to  be  passed  sub  silentio,  and  it  will 
be  closured  in  a  night  or  two  without 
anybody  being  allowed  to  say  a  word 
upon   it.     [Ministerial   cries   of   **  Hear, 
hear.'']    My  hon.  friends  on  the  Govern- 
ment side  do  not  like  me  rising  from  this 
side  of  the  House — [''Hear,  hear."] — but  I 
do  not  represent  them  upon  this  question. 
I  represent  a  loyalist  and  an  agricultural 
constituency  in   Ireland   which   is   pro- 
foundly   interested    in    land,    in    local 
government,    and   in   everything   Irish, 
and  I  am  not  going  to  consult  the  taste 
of  hon.  Gentlemen  from  Belfast  in  dealing 
with  this  question.     What  is  the  position 
of  hon.  Members  opposite  ?    The  Govern- 
ment blame  them  for  wasting  time,  but 
the  Nationalist  Members  do  not  want  to 
come  to  the  House  of  Commons  at  all. 
England  has  taken  the  government  of 
Ireland   upon   its  own   shoulders.     She 
took   over  the  government   of   Ireland 
unbidden  and  unasked,  and  are  we  to  be 
told  after  she  has  taken  that  great  burden 
over  deliberately  that  Irish  Supply  is  to 
be  closured,  and  that  the  Irish  Members 
will  not  be  able  to  discuss  their  methods 
of  government  in  Ireland  1    That  is  what 
it  amounted  to.     ['*  No,  no."]    The  sup- 
porters of  the  Government  know  per- 
fectly well  that  I  have  been  trying  my 
best  to  get  an  opportunity  to  say  a  few 
words  upon  the  Land  Commission  Vote. 
If  the  Government  are  going  to  continue 
the   present  system   of  government   in 
Ireland,  they  must  provide  means  for 
discussing    their    methods    fairly.     My 
hon.  and  learned  friend  the  Member  for 
Waterford  says  he  does  not  care  how  long 
the  system  goes  on,  because  it  is  a  grand 
object  lesson  for  Home  Rule.     That  is 
the   Member   for   Waterford 's   position, 
and  that  is  his  compensation.     O'Connell 
and  Gladstone  both  tried  to  end  this 
controversy  during  the  last  century  and 
both    failed.     We    have   got    neither    a 
Gladstone  nor  an   O'Connell  now. 

Mr,  T.  JF.  Russell. 


Mr.  RENTOUL  (Down,  E.) :  But  we 
have  got  you. 

*Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  Therefore 
my  position  is  that  time,  at  all  events^ 
need  not  be  wasted  upon  that  issue  at  the 
present  moment.  The  constituents  of 
East  Down  who  have  the  honour  of  beinff 
represented  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  are  exceedingly  anxious  to  get 
rid  of  him. 

Mr.  RENTOUL :  At  the  instigation 
of  the  hon.  Member  a  meeting  was  called 
by  advertisement.  [Cries  of  *'  Order."] 
As  a  personal  explanation  I  desire  to  say 
that  in  reply  twenty-eight  individuals 

*Mr.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order  ! 

Mr.  RENTOUL :  The  hon.  Member 
for  South  Tyrone  made  a  remark  about 
my  constituency  and  myself.  I  simply 
desire  to  explain  that  a  meeting  was 
called  by  my  constituents  by  advertise- 
ment, and  that  twenty-eight  persons 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool 
Scotland) :  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
According  to  the  universal  practice 
of  this  House  a  personal  explanation 
is  an  explanation  made  after  another 
Member  has  made  his  speech,  not  in  the 
course  of  the  speech. 

*Mr.  speaker  :  If  the  hon.  Member 
in  possession  of  the  House  had  not 
chosen  to  give  way  to  the  hon.  Member 
he  could  not  have  spoken.  But  the  hon. 
Member  did  give,  way,  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Down  is  entitled  to 
explain,  provided  he  does  not  go  beyond 
moderate  Umits. 

Mr.  RENTOUL  :  I  have  simply  to  say 
that  at  the  instigation  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  South  Tyrone  a  meeting  was 
called  by  advertisement  in  the  press 
of  my  constituents  to  request  me  to 
resign.  Twenty  -  eight  individuals— 
NationaUsts  and  Unionists — attended 
that  meeting.  It  was  treated  with 
absolute  contempt.  It  was  not  the 
Conservative  Association  of  my  Division, 
as  happened  in  the  case  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone. 

*Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :    The  House 
will  bear  in  mind  that  the  hon.  and 
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learned  Gentleman  interrupted  me  first. 
I  did  not  even  know  that  he  was  present 
until  he  practically  identified  me  with 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  as  a  Home 
Ruler.  That  was  his  object,  and  I  made 
my  retort.  I  can  only  say  that  I  was 
present  at  a  meeting  of  five  hundred 
when  a  resolution  such  as  I  have  de- 
scribed was  passed.  Hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  think  this  is  a  case  for  Home 
Rule.  I  do  not  think  so  at  all.  What 
it  is  a  case  for,  clear  and  expUcit,  is  for  the 
devolution  of  the  work,  but  that  does  not 
necessarily  mean  an  Irish  Parliament. 
The  case  for  devolution,  however,  is 
complete,  and  it  is  perfectly  impossible 
for  this  House  to  go  on  attempting 
to  carry  a  load  that  is  entirely  beyond 
its  powers.  I  should  imagine  that  in- 
stead of  getting  better  it  is  much  more 
likely  to  get  worse.  It  is  really  of  no  use 
for  hon.  Members  on  this  side  of  the 
House  to  complain  of  hon.  Members 
on  that  taking  up  time  or,  as  they  say, 
wasting  time.  They  have  their  own 
commission  from  their  constituents! 
Their  constituents  dp  not  quarrel  with 
their  methods  of  doing  business  here,  and 
I  fancy  that  so  long  as  that  is  the  case 
they  are  not  hkely  to  pay  much  attention 
to  anything  that  is  stated  on  this  side  of 
the  House.  Therefore  we  were  absolutely 
wasting  time  in  complaining  of  hon. 
Members  opposite.  We  have  to  face 
the  situation — this  House  is  attempting 
to  carry  a  load  which  it  is  utterly  unable 
to  carry,  and  the  time  has  arrived  for 
some  man  of  initiative  on  either  Front 
Bench  to  give  a  lead  in  the  devolution 
of  work  within  the  compass  of  this  Parlia- 
ment— not  by  setting  up  others — that 
will  enable  us  to  go  through  our  business 
in  a  legitimate  and  orderly  manner. 
I  do  not  complain  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury.  I  do  not  think  anybody 
would  have  done  better  in  his  place ; 
at  all  events,  we  have  always  courtesy 
and  civility  from  him.  That  has  been 
my  experience.  I  am  not  going  to 
criticise  any  of  the  men  who  are  attempt- 
ing to  administer  what  had  become 
an  impossible  system.  The  twelve 
o'clock  rule  has  been  referred  to.  I 
have  been  for  sixteen  years  a  Member 
of  the  House,  but  I  never  remember 
a  session  when  we  have  had  less  of  the 
twelve  o'clock  rule.  I  had  come  to 
beUeve  that  it  had  gone  out  of  existence 


altogether.  What  have  we  done  ]  Can 
any  sane  man  in  the  world  imagine  such 
a  thing  ]  By  the  time  Supply  has  been 
closured  we  shall  have  run  up  between 
400  and  500  divisions.  Allowing  ten 
minutes  for  each  division — and  that  is  a 
short  average — by  the  time  the  session 
is  closed  we  will  have  spent  eight 
parhamentary  days  walking  round  the 
lobbies.  And  we  are  all  sensible  men  ! 
That  of  itself  stamps  the  whole  system 
as  effete  and  played  out.  What  is  really 
wanted  is  someone  of  initiative  among 
the  leaders  of  the  House  to  face  the 
question,  if  a  session  should  have  to  be 
devoted  to  it,  and  so  arrange  the  pro- 
cedure of  the  House  that  matters  affect- 
ing mere  locahties  should  go  upstairs, 
and  that  this  great  Assembly  should  not 
be  occupied  with  petty  details.  What 
have  I  seen  this  very  session  during  the 
last  month  1  I  came  here  one  Wednesday 
afternoon,  when  the  Mediterranean  Fleet 
was  going  to  be  discussed.  Surely  that 
is  a  question  of  sufficient  importance 
to  occupy  the  House  and  the  nation. 
We  had  to  wait  until  half  a  dozen  Irish 
Members  spoke  about  whether  there  was 
to  be  a  level  crossing  or  a  metal  bridge 
in  some  place  in  the  county  of  Kilkenny. 
[A  Nationalist  Member  :  That  is  im- 
portant.] It  is  very  important  for 
Kilkenny.  Surely  it  is  a  perfect  absur- 
dity that  matters  of  trifling  detail  of  that 
kind  should  occupy  the  time  of  this  great 
Assembly  when  a  matter  such  as  the 
condition  of  the  Mediterranean  Fleet  is 
awaiting  discussion.  There  is  nothing 
to  hinder  the  House  in  giving  a  real 
session  for  the  revision  of  our  procedure. 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  will  find 
it  much  more  difficult  to  pass  this  Supply 
rule  next  session  than  he  has  ever  done 
before,  because,  if  anything  has  ever 
broken  down,  that  rule,  drawn  with  the 
very  best  intentions,  has  utterly  failed.  In 
attempting  to  carry  a  load  it  cannot  carry 
the  House  will  get  worse  rather  than 
better,  and  if  we  are  not  to  have  the 
House  discredited  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world  we  should  see  that  it  is  set  in  order, 
and  that  we  have  liberty  to  do  the  busi- 
ness of  the  nation. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  (Fifeshire,  E.) :  I  am 
so  far  in  agreement  with  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  has  just  sat  down  that  I  think, 
as  I  have  long  thought,  that  there  are 
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certain  evils  inherent  in  the  present 
procedure  of  the  House  of  Commons 
which,  under  the  most  skilful  manage- 
ment, cannot  be  got  rid  of,  but  ordy 
palliated  and  mitigated,  and  the  removal 
of  which  is  absolutely  essential  if  this 
House  is  adequately  to  perform  its  duties 
to  the  country.  Among  these  reforms 
there  is  none  on  the  smaller  scale  which 
is  more  urgent  than  that  we  should 
reform,  if  indeed  we  do  not  entirely 
abohsh,  our  present  inadequate  and 
ridiculous  system  of  dealing  with  private 
legislation.  As  regards  the  reforms  on 
what  I  may  call  the  larger  scale,  I  am 
more  convinced  than  I  ever  was  that  it 
is  only  by  a  system  of  devolution — a  large 
and  liberal  system  of  devolution — con- 
sistent with  Imperial  unity  and  the 
supreme  control  of  this  ParUament  over 
all  parts  of  His  Majesty's  dominions — 
that  we  shall  find  any  substantial  relief 
from  that  which  we  so  much  deplore. 
But  this  is  not,  I  think,  an  occasion  on 
which  we  can  profitably  enter  upon  these 
comparatively  large  issues,  and  I  should 
like  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
once  more  to  the  actual  position  in 
which  we  stand.  It  is  now  22  nd  July. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  tells  us  that  he 
hopes,  and  apparently  expects,  that  the 
session  will  come  to  an  end  on  17th 
August.  In  other  words,  we  have 
twenty  parliamentary  days  at  our  dis- 
posal. And  how  are  those  twenty 
parliamentary  days  going  to  be  occupied  1 
In  the  discussion  of  something  like 
twenty  Bills,  many  of  which  have  not 
-even  been  introduced,  some  of  which 
are  in  their  very  early  stages,  none  of 
which,  I  think,  have  got  beyond  the 
stage  of  Committee,  and  a  hundred 
Votes  in  Supply.  I  think  the  situation 
only  needs  to  be  described  in  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  own  language  for 
it  to  be  seen  that  the  House  of  Commons 
IS  asked,  during  the  next  three  weeks,  to 
Kjarry  on  its  work  under  conditions  that 
will  reduce  discussion  to  a  mockery  and  a 
farce.  The  independence  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  both  as  a  body  whose  con- 
stitutional duty  it  is  to  criticise  the  action 
of  the  Executive  and  as  a  body  whose 
constitutional  duty  it  is  to  consider  pro- 
jects of  legislative  reform — the  indepen- 
dence of  the  House  of  Commons  abso- 
lutely disappears.  I  do  not  think  the 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  the  Member 
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for  King's  Lynn,   used  too  strong  an 
expression  when  he  said  the  House  had 
been  reduced  to  an  automaton,  auto- 
matically  to   register   the    will   of   the 
Executive    of    the    day.     Quite    apart 
from  these  larger  questions  of  procedure, 
what  has  brought  about  this  state   of 
things,  a  state  of  things  which  no  one  who 
is  jealous  for  the  honour  of  the  House 
of   Commons  can   contemplate  without 
repugnance    and    alarm  1    The    causes 
appear  to  me  to  be  tolerably  plain.     In 
the   first    place,   we  began  the  session 
a  great  deal  too  late,  and  in  the  next 
place  we  frittered  away  its  early  days  in 
the  discussion,  sometimes,  I  agree,  unduly 
prolonged,  of  comparatively  unimportant 
affairs ;  and  it  was  only  after  Whitsun- 
tide  that   the   Government   introduced 
to  the  House  of  Commons  the  two  most 
contentious  measures  of  the  year — the 
Education  Bill  and  the  Rating  Bill,  both 
of  which  still  remain  to  be  discussed. 
What  is  the  result  of  that  arrangement 
of  parliamentary  time  1     It  is,  as   my 
tight  hon.  friend  beside  me  has  poanted 
out,  that  the  closure,  instead  of  being 
an  extreme  weapon  to  be  resorted  to 
in  a  great  emergency  for  the  defence 
of  parliamentary  freedom,  becomes  part 
of  the  ordinary  apparatus  of  every-day 
parliamentary    life,    upon     which    the 
Government   comes  to  rely   more  and 
more  as  a  necessary  instrument  for  carry- 
ing  their    measures.     Never   since   the 
closure  was  introduced,  certainly  never 
during  the  last  five  years,  has  it  been 
so  liberally  or  so  automatically  applied 
as  during  the  present  session.    I  really 
do   not  think   we  could  have  a   more 
remarkable  or  a  more  humiliating  proof 
of  the  truth  of  what  I  have  said  than  the 
proceedings  which  have  taken  place  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Government  in  relation 
to  these  two  contentious  Bills  within  the 
last   week.    What   happened  1  We   had 
a  night's  discussion  in  Committee  on  the 
Education  Bill.    The  Chairman,  for  rea- 
sons we  all  regret,  not  being  in  the  chair, 
it  was  impossible  to  apply  the   closure. 
Thereupon  the   right   hon.    Grentleman 
avowedly  puts  off  the  further  discussion 
of  that  measure  until  he  can  have  by 
his  side  the  only  hand  that  can  unlock 
the  wardrobe  in  which  the  closure  is 
kept,    and    the    Education    Bill    being 
indefinitely  postponed  we  have  the  Eating 
Bill  put  down  for  the  Second  Reading  to- 
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morrow.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
says  that  a  favourable  bulletin  has  been 
issued  as  regards  the  health  of  the  Chair- 
man. We  are  all  delighted  to  hear  it. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  positively 
tells  us  to-night  that  he  is  going  to  put  off 
the  Eating  Bill  to  an  indefinite  date — 
[A  Ministerial  Member:  Monday.] 
for  another  week  at  any  rate,  and  that 
he  is  going  to  bring  back  the  Committee 
on  the  Education  Bill,  because  now  he 
will  be  able  to  apply  the  closure.  I 
venture  to  say  that  that  method  of 
conducting  parliamentary  business  is 
not  only  new,  not  only  dangerous, 
but  it  is  to  a  large  extent  responsible 
for  the  condition  in  which  we  find  our- 
selves. For  my  part,  I  hope  all  who  sit 
on  this  side  of  the  House  will  take  the 
same  course  by  way  of  protest  against 
the  mismanagement  of  business  in 
the  earlier  part  of  the  session  and  this 
avowed  and  lavish  resort  to  the  machinery 
of  the  closure.  I,  for  my  part,  shall 
record  my  vote  so  as  ta  prevent,  as  far 
as  can  be,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
getting  the  facilities  for  which  he  asks. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  There  have 
been,  as  far  as  I  have  observed  in  the 
course  of  this  debate,  three  topics  of 
very  unequal  importance  discussed  by 
various  members  who  have  taken  part 
in  it.  The  first  of  these  topics  is  my  own 
unfortunate  shortcomings  as  the  Leader 
of  the  House ;  the  second  of  these 
topics  is  Home  Rule ;  and  the  third  of 
these  topics  is  the  general  congestion 
of  business,  consequent  upon  the  over- 
pressure in  this  House.  As  regards  the 
first  of  these  questions,  that  connected 
with  my  own  shortcomings,  I  really 
do  ndt  think  it  worth  while  occupying 
much  of  the  time  of  the  House.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the  Irish 
party,  who  took  the  first  place  in  this 
afternoon's  debate,  drew  a  comparison 
between  me  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  which,  I  need  not  remind 
the  House,  was  very  much  to  my  dis- 
advantage. I  do  not  object  to  that. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  I 
belong  to  the  same  Government ;  the 
stock  of  virtue  for  the  Government 
is  the  same  whether  it  is  due  to  him 
or  to  me,  and  I  am  quite  ready  to  hand 
over  all  praise  to  him  and  to  take  all  the 
blame  to  myself  provided  the  general 
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position  of  the  Government  is  not  dam- 
nified thereby.  I  have  been  led  to 
understand  that  if  I  had  only  irritated 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
shown  what  I  think  the  hon.  Member 
for  Waterford  called  a  little  more  human 
nature,  if  I  could  have  followed  the 
seductive  methods  and  the  persuasive 
tongue  so  characteristic  of  my  right 
hon.  friend,  we  should  have  got  through 
the  session  without  a  hitch,  the  closure 
would  never  have  been  applied,  hon» 
Members  for  Ireland  would  have  hurried 
into  their  places  to  gire  the  Government 
Votes  on  Supply  and  further  Govern- 
ment business  to  the  best  of  their  ability. 
I  have  not  these  potent  gifts  of  the  ser- 
pent charmer.  I  can  only  lay  before  the 
House  in  very  humdrum  fashion  the 
necessities  and  convenience  not  of  the 
Government^  but  of  the  House,  for  their 
consideration,  and  if  when  they  have 
considered  them  they  do  not  feel  inclined 
to  adopt  my  suggestion,  I  am  afraid  I  have 
no  resource  open  to  me  but  that  of  which 
complaint  has  been  so  lavishly  made 
to-night.  Hon.  Members  have  declared 
that  the  Government  have  been  unduly 
lavish  in  putting  on  the  closure,  that 
they  have  hurried  debate  unnecessarily. 
Now,  does  any  human  being  really  sup- 
pose— I  am  not  talking  of  what  we  say  in 
this  House  or  on  the  platform — does 
any  hon.  Member  sincerely  beHeve,  when 
he  is  neither  in  this  House  nor  on  the 
platform,  that  if  the  closure  had  not  been 
moved  we  should  have  been  able  even 
to  make  the  progress  we  have  done  ? 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  said 
that  it  is  a  great  commentary  upon 
the  bad  management  of  the  Government 
that  we  put  off  the  Education  Bill  until 
we  had  an  opportunity  of  dealing  with 
the  Committee  stage  of  that  Bill,  when 
closure  might  be  appHed  if  the  Chair  gave 
leave.  Does  he  seriously  think  that  that 
was  a  foohsh  course  *?  If  he  had  had 
charge  of  the  Bill  would  he  have  taken 
any  other  course  ?  Why,  Sir,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  knows  much  better.  He 
knows  perfectly  well — even  the  expe- 
rience of  that  night  might  have  shown 
him  if  he  was  present,  I  am  not  sure 
whether  he  was — that  when  an  Oppo- 
sition, united  in  nothing  else,  are  united  in 
talking  against  a  measure,  it  is  absolutely 
impossible  to  deal  with  the  situation 
except  by  that  ma^hmjry  (h^ 
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of  which  I  regret  as  much  as  any  other 
man  in  this  House,  but  which,  by  the 
universal    consent   of   every   successive 
Government  and  every  successive  leader, 
is  an  absolute  necessity  under  modern 
conditions.     It  would  have  been  sheer 
waste  of  the  time  of  this  House  had  I 
adopted  any  other  course  than  the  one 
I  did,  and    nobody  knows  that  better 
than  right  hon.   Gentlemen  and  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite.     Observe  the  extra- 
ordinary   inconsistency    of   the  attacks 
made  on  the  Government.     We  are  told 
by  one  member  of  that  bench  that  our 
legislative  programme  was  meagre,  that 
our  legislative   performances  are   more 
meagre  still.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
says  we  ought  not  to  have  hurried  on 
business  as  much  as  we  have ;  and  then 
the  same  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  we 
ought  to  abandon   most  of  our   Bills. 
What  are  you  to  do  with  criticisms  of 
that  kind,    with  speakers  who  in  the 
middle  of  their  speech  forget  their  exor- 
dium, and  by  the  time  they  get  to  their 
peroration  have  forgotten  the  middle  of 
their  speech  ?    I  wish  to  take  this  ques- 
tion as  far  as  I  can  out  of  the  personal 
category,  and  I  regret  even  the  amount 
of  personal  reference  which  I  have  been 
obliged  to  introduce  into  my  remarks  so 
far.     In  order  that  I  may  be  absolved 
from  touching  any  further  on  the  per- 
sonal aspects  of  this  question,  let  me  deal 
in  one  sentence  with   my  hon.   friend 
the    Member    for    King's    Lynn.      My 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  King's  Lynn 
made  what  I  think  anybody  would  con- 
strue to  be  a  very  violent  attack  upon 
the    Government,    and    he    anticipated, 
when  I  rose  to  a  rejomder,  that  I  should 
make  a  reply  as  violent  as  his  attack.     I 
never  had  the  least  intention  of  doing 
anything  of  the  kind.     My  hon.  friend 
is  in  the  habit  of  playing  about  a  good 
deal    on    these    occasions.      Sometimes 
when  he  plays  about  he  throws  stones  ; 
sometimes  when  he  plays  about  he  throws 
mud.     On  the  present  occasion  he  pre- 
ferred the  mud  to  the  stones,  but  I  do  not 
care  to  reply  to  either  of  these  particular 
missiles,  so  I  leave  my  hon.  friend  alone, 
and  proceed   to  questions  far  removed 
from  personal  controversy  or  the  merits 
of  this  or  that  Leader  of  the  House,  this 
or  that  Front  Bench,  whether  in  Opposi- 
tion or  on  the  right  hand  of  the  Speaker. 
In  the  category  of  these  important  dis- 
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cussions  the  most  important  place  must 
be  given  to  the  question  of  Supply.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Waterford,  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  South  Tyrone,  and 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  have  point«i  out 
that  unhappy  truth — ^that  the  House  is 
far  less  advanced  in  Supply  than  it  was 
at  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year, 
and  that,  if  ordinary  signs  and  prognosti- 
cations are  to  be  believed  in,  we  shall  at 
the  end  of  the  allotted  period  of  Supply 
have  a  very  much  larger  number  of  un- 
discussed Votes  to  deal  with  than  we  have 
had  before.  That  is  true,  and  a  melan- 
choly truth  it  is.  Are  we,  therefore,  to 
consider  that  the  Supply  rule  has  failed  1 
Are  we,  therefore,  to  consider  that  the 
Government  is  to  blame "?  Well,  how  is 
the  Grovernment  to  blame  ?  I  have 
endeavoured  in  the  interests,  not  of  the 
Government — ^they  are  not  affected  in 
this  case — I  have  endeavoured  in  the 
interests  of  the  House  by  the  occasional 
use  of  the  closure — ^ten  times,  I  think,  in 
the  course  of  the  Supply  of  the  year  has 
the  closure  been  appli^ — to  aid  adequate 
discussion  of  the  Votes.  I  am  attacked 
for  having  put  on  the  closure  and  for  the 
position  in  which  business  now  stands— 
another  inconsistency  in  the  criticisms 
passed  upon  us  to-night.  The  House 
must  remember  that  the  time  at  the  dis- 
posal of  Parliament  is  limited,  and  must  be 
be  limited.  Even  if  we  sat  365  days  in 
the  year  our  time  would  be  limited,  but 
I  presume  no  man  would  wish  that  this 
House  should  sit  more  than  six,  six  and  a 
half,  or  seven  months — personally,  I 
think  seven  months  is  too  much.  [An 
Opposition  Member  :  Why  ?]  I  am  not 
going  into  that  now.  I  should  be  pre- 
pared to  discuss  it.  At  present  I  am  con- 
tent to  shelter  myself  under  the  suffi- 
ciently powerful  aegis  of  Mr.  Gladstone, 
who  always  held  that  there  was  no 
greater  mistake  than  to  attempt  to  throw 
on  this  House  too  great  a  burden,  or  to 
sit  beyond  what  human  capacity  enabled 
us  to  do.  I  presume  that  some  part  of  the 
time  during  which  we  sit  must  be  given 
to  Government  legislation.  If  you  are 
going  to  increase  the  time  for  Govern- 
ment legislation  you  diminish  pro  facto 
either  the  amount  of  time  given  to  Supply 
or  that  given  to  private  Members.  There 
is  no  way  out  of  that  simple  arithmetical 
fact. 
Now>    does    the    House    think    that 
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twenty-three  days  is  sufficient  for  the 
discussion  of  Supply  or  not !?  I  do  not 
pretend  to  say  that  twenty-three  days  is 
fiufficient — forty-six  days  would  not  be 
sufficient,  460  days  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient, at  the  rate  practised  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite.  It  is  not  sufficient 
if,  for  example,  by  discussing  Supply  you 
mean  discussing  it  at  the  length  at  which 
we  have  discussed  Irish  Supply,  the  chief 
topic  of  discussion  to-night.  But  that  is 
not  the  question  ;  the  question  is  whether 
twenty-three  days  is  a  sufficient  propor- 
tion of  your  six  or  seven  months  to  give 
to  mere  criticism  of  the  Government,  and 
whether  if  you  extend  that  twenty-three 
days,  or,  at  all  events,  very  largely  extend 
it,  you  would  not  still  further  unduly 
limit  the  already  curtailed  proportion 
that  is  given  to  private  Mennbers,  or  still 
further  limit  the  time  given  to  Govern- 
ment legislation.  It  is  that  tripartite 
division  of  the  session  which  I  do  ear- 
nestly beg  hon.  Gentlemen  always  to  have 
in  mind  when  they  discuss  whether 
enough  time  is  given  to  this  or  that  topic. 
You  have  only  a  certain  amount  of  time 
to  deal  with,  cut  up  into  these  three 
portions,  and  everything  you  give  to  one 
portion  you  take  away  from  another. 
That  is  a  very  elementary  statement,  but 
it  is  constantly,  I  had  almost  said  in- 
variably, forgotten  by  hon.  Members 
who  make  these  criticisms,  and  if  any- 
body desires  proof  of  that  let  him  bear  in 
mind  the  speeches  that  have  been  made 
to-night  with  regard  to  Irish  Supply. 
The  amount  ©f  time  allocated  to  Irish 
iiupply  in  the  course  of  the  present 
session  is,  broadly  speaking,  about  the 
same  as  has  been  accorded  to  Irish  Supply 
since  the  new  rule  came  into  existence. 
[Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  :  No.]  It  amounts  to 
three  days — ^that  is,  one-eighth  part  of 
the  whole  time  given  to  Supply.  If  the 
House  think  that  insufficient,  well  and 
good — increase  the  time.  But,  as  I  said 
before,  you  wiD  have  to  increase  it  at  the 
•cost  of  English  or  Scottish  Votes,  of 
private  Members'  time,  or  of  Govern- 
ment legislation — ^there  is  no  other 
way.  I  am  disposed  to  think  that 
it  is  sufficient  if  properly  used.  Has 
it  been  properly  used  ?  My  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  South  Tyrone  said,  truly 
enough,  that  a  great  many  important 
Votes  have  not  been  discussed.  They 
could  have  been  discussed  had  the  Irish 
Members  desired  it.    The  Government 


left  it  entirely  to  the  Irish  Members  to 
settle  what  Votes  should  be  put  down, 
and  in  what  order,  and  hon.  Gentlemen 
practically  settled  the  duration  of  the 
discussion.  And  if  it  be  true  that  one- 
eighth  of  the  whole  time  given  to  Supply 
is  enough  for  Irish  Supply,  and  if  it  be 
true  that  twenty-three  days  is  a  sufficient 
proportion  of  the  whole  session  to  give 
to  the  discussion  of  Supply,  then,  I  say, 
hon.  Gentlemen  ought  to  devote  them- 
selves to  assisting  the  Government  in  so 
allocating  that  eighth  part  of  the  twenty- 
three  days  as  to  enable  them  to  make 
their  chief  criticisms  on  the  Irish  Execu- 
tive, which  I  am  sure  they  could  do  in 
that  time  without  any  serious  grievance. 
This  is  not  the  appropriate  time  to  say 
whether  these  twenty-three  or  twenty- 
four  days  are  sufficient.  The  House, 
after  considerable  experience,  has  fixed 
the  number  of  days  for  Supply.  It  may 
have  to  enlarge  it,  possibly ;  but  if  it  en- 
larges it,  it  will  do  so  at  the  cost  of  the 
two  other  interests,  both  of  which  are  also 
pleaded  for  on  these  occasions.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  insist  on  having  their  cake 
and  eating  it.  All  those  concerned  in 
the  three  subjects  I  have  mentioned 
claim  that  they  do  not  get  enough  time, 
and  everybody  is  agreed  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  not  got  enough — they  say 
that  our  programme  is  Umited  and  our 
performance  meagre. 

In  these  circumstances  I  would  venture 
to  ask  the  House  to  approach  this 
matter  in  a  common-sense  spirit.  I 
have  always  been  anxious  to  have  some 
more  formal  and  authoritative  division 
of  the  time  given  to  Supply  than  the 
rule  provides.  Who  has  resisted  that  1 
The  Opposition.  I  have  wanted  to 
allow  hon.  Gentlemen  themselves  to 
settle  how  the  time  is  to  be  given  ;  they 
have  refused  to  accept  the  responsibihty. 
But  that  puts  them  out  of  court  when 
they  come  to  criticise  me  as  to  the 
distribution  of  the  time,  and  it  only 
remains  for  them  to  say  that  the  time 
itself  should  be  increased,  with  the  con- 
sequences I  have  ventured  to  put  before 
them.  I  do  not  touch  on  Home  Rule. 
I  do  not  touch  on  devolution  or  delega- 
tion. I  quite  agree  that  this  House 
must  consent  either  to  modify  this  rule 
still  further,  to  be  content  with  a  rela- 
tively small  amount  of  output  of  legis- 
lative work,  or  sit^a.^£r^e^at(^^pnger. 
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[Nationalist  cries  of  **  Why  not  1  "]  I 
have  always  myself  leant  to  a  fourth 
alternative — that  really  important  mea- 
sures might  be  allow^  to  run  on  from 
one  session  to  another.  I  am  not  going 
to  discuss  or  to  defend  that  now.  It  so 
happens  that  my  views  are  on  record  in 
a  Report  made,  and  agreed  to,  I  think, 
by  a  Committee  of  this  House.  They 
have  found  many  opponents  on  this  side, 
I  think,  but  they  iiave  always  been 
opposed  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite ;  indeed,  I  think  by  all  the 
Gentlemen  on  the  Front  Bench  opposite. 
The  House  will  have  to  face  the  fact 
that  with  these  rules  you  can  only  have 
a  small  output  of  legislative  work  unless 
you  curtail  your  speeches.  It  is  a 
question  not  of  argument,  but  of  arith- 
metic, and  though  it  may  be  convenient, 
for  party  or  personal  reasons,  to  attack 
the  Government,  to  say  that  the  Leader 
of  the  House  has  shown  a  want  of  human 
nature,  or  that  the  closure  has  been 
used  too  drastically,  or  not  drastically 
enough — ^though  criticisms  of  that  sort 
are  sure  to  be  made,  and  I  trust  borne 
with  toleration,  the  real  facts  He  far 
deeper.  The  House  is  only  deceiving 
itself  if  it  thinks  that  all  that  every 
Member  wants  of  it — more  discussion  of 
Supply,  more  legislation,  more  private 
Members'  time,  and  equally  short  sessions 
— can  possibly  be  got  while  we  continue 
to  carry  on  our  debates  under  our 
existing  rules.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  says  that  he  would  like 
to  go  back  to  the  old  rules  under  which 
we  attempted  to  do  our  business — to 
abolish  closure  and  all  the  other  unhappy 
expedients  which  we  have  from  time  to 
time  adopted.  I  tell  him  that  will  never 
be  done,  it  never  can  be  done,  and  the 
changes  that  have  to  be  made — ^and 
changes  I  doubt  not,  will  have  to  be  made 
— certainly  will  not  be  in  the  direction 
of  giving  unlimited  Kcence  to  every 
man  to  take  up  what  proportion  of 
pubUc  time  he  hkes,  even  if  his  object  be, 
as  some  have  suggested  it  is  the  object 
of  certain  speakers  in  this  House,  not  to 
further  business,  not  to  discuss  measures, 
but  to  bring  into  contempt  and  impotence 
this  great  legislative  Assembly, 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  The 
Tight  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
down  has  discussed  parliamentary  pro_ 
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cedure  in  much  the  style  in  which 
a  beleaguered  general,,  say  at  Lady- 
smith,  discussed  the  amount  of  the 
provisions  that  he  had  for  men  and 
horses.  He  tells  us  that,  like  the 
beleaguered  general,  he  starts  with  the 
proposition  that  he  has  to  hold  out 
for  six  01  seven  months,  that  he  has  so 
many  animals  to  provide  for,,  that  his 
rations  amount  to  so  many  lbs.,  and  he 
is,  therefore,  easily  able  to  demonstrate 
that,  providing  parhamentary  business  is 
divided  into  three  great  classes,  at  all 
events,  Ireland  can  only  have  three  days 
for  Supply  in  any  session.  I  think  that 
any  Minister  dealing  with  the  complaints 
from  Ireland  should  put  himself  in  the 
position  which  Pitt  and  Castlereagh 
occupied  when  they  endeavoured  to  allure 
the  Irish  Parliament  to  give  up  legislative 
independence.  Fancy  Castlereagh  ad- 
dressing the  Irish  Legislature  in  these 
terms,  and,  instead  of  promising  a  shower 
of  gold,  saying  :  '*  Your  taxation  is  now  a 
million ;  it  will  be  made  ten  millions. 
Now  you  have  six  months  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  Irish  Supply;  join  us  in  free  and 
happy  England,  and  instead  of  six  months 
we  will  give  you  three  days  !  '*  Yet  that 
is  the  position  to  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  by  his  method  of  rule  of 
thumb,  has  reduced  the  Treaty  of  Union. 
I  really  cannot  understand  the  face 
and  the  hardihood  with  which  any 
British  Minister — recollecting,  as  we 
must,  that  parhamentary  promises  are 
supposed  to  be  kept — can  address  Irish 
Members  in  the  same  spirit  and  terms 
as  he  addresses  British  Members,  or  to 
suggest  that  we  are  bound  by  any  one  of 
those  considerations  which  he  was  able 
to  address  to  the  Liberal  Opposition. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  suggested 
in  that  graceful  and  happy  manner  in 
which  he  sometimes  specially  indulges 
that  the  real  object  of  the  Irish  Members 
in  debate  has  not  been  the  fair  and  free 
discussion  of  the  attitude  of  Ministers 
towards  subjects  of  commanding  Irish 
interest,  but  an  attempt  to  bring  par- 
liamentary institutions  into  contempt. 
[Cheers  from  the  Ministerial  Benches.] 
And  that  is  a  charge  which  the  party 
behind  him  endorse.  This  is  a  new  Par- 
liament which  contains  many  men  of 
abiUty  from  Ireland,  who  come  over 
here  for  the  first  time.  Now,  one  of 
the  main  objects  of  the  session  was  the 
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passing  of  the  Civil  List  BSl.  You  had 
not  a  Civil  List  Bill  in  the  House  for 
over  sixty  years,  and  every  subject  was 
open  to  us  for  diiscussion.  It  was  a  Bill 
of  enormous  magnitude  even  from  a 
constitutional  point  of  view,  and  involved 
the  entire  relations  of  Great  Britain  and 
Parliament  to  the  kingship  of  the  two 
islands.  And  what  was  the  attitude  of 
those  gentlemen  who  want  to  bring 
parliamentary  institutions  into  con- 
tempt, and  who  want  to  show  their  dis- 
loyalty of  the  Empire  1  The  fact  is,  this 
Bill  to  grant  £250,000  to  the  Crown  was 
practically  allowed  to  go  through  by  this 
new  Parliament — with  these  new  Irish 
Members — sub  silentio.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  cannot  have  it  both 
ways.  They  cannot  endorse  the  state- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  that  the  only 
object  of  the  Irish  Members  is  to  bring 
parliamentary  institutions  into  contempt, 
and  at  the  same  tin>e  sit  silent  when 
confronted  by  such  an  argument  as  I  have 
used.  Our  object  is  not  to  bring  parlia- 
mentary institutions  into  contempt,  but 


in  regard  to  the  city  of  Belfast.  That 
city  has  already  been  the  subject  of 
sufficient  contention  in  a  great  many 
Parliaments.  I  understood  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  say  that  the  city  of 
Belfast,  for  some  inscrutable  reason  or 
other,  is  suffering  from  an  absolute  denu- 
dation of  local  self-government,  and  that 
it  is  necessary  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  restore 
to  Belfast  the  constitution  which  it  so 
highly  prizes.  I  always  understood  that 
King  William  III.,  of  happy  memory,  in 
1688,  by  abolishing  brass  money  and 
wooden  shoes,  had  given  to  the  citizens 
of  Belfast  the  very  fullest  measure  of  the 
liberties  they  were  entitled  to  enjoy. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  tells  us  that 
the  Land  Purchase  Bill  and  the  Local 
Government  Bill  promised  in  the  King's 
Speech  have  to  be  dropped,  and  that  in 
the  dog  days,  for  some  reason  which  we 
have  not  appreciated,  some  special 
measure  is  to  be  devoted  to  the  city  of 
Belfast  to  enable  it  to  resume  the  duties 
of  local  government.  That  is  a  most 
astonishing  proposition.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  South  Tyrone  actually  complained 


to  restore  parliamentary  institutions  to  I  i^^re  a  short  while  ago  that  Irish  Mem- 
•_^      -•._     rx.  _     1  -.^    •_   __-.   -._  !  ^^^^  ^^^j^  ^p  ^^^  ^^^^  ^£  ^^^  House  in 

discussing  questions  of  level  crossings  in 
Ireland,  when  they  might  have  been  dis- 
cussing the  unlevel  crossings  of  the 
Mediterranean   Fleet ;  but   I   ask   what 


their  integrity.  Our  object  is  not  to 
destroy  ParHament,  but  to  create  a 
Parhament ;  and  I  say  that  our  position 
is  really  the  constitutional  tind  con- 
servative position — namely,  the  restora 


tion  of  a  Parliament— destroyed  by  the  !  ^^^    ^\^q    portentous    conditions    which 
British    Government    under    conditions    ^^^^  suddenly  rendered  it  necessary  for 


as  vile  as  any  committed  even   by  the 
arts  and  crafts  of  English  statesmen. 
I   rose,  not   for    the  purpose  of    de 


His  Majesty's  Government  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  at  this  stage  of  the  session  dealing 
with    this    important    portion    of    His 


bating  the  general  position  of  affairs,  but  |  Majesty's  dominions.  We  know  that 
merely  with  the  object  of  stating  the '  ^^  ^^  ^  private  Bill  this  session  to 
shiver  which  I  experienced  at  one  of  the    ^^tend   the   franchise   of   the   Harbour 


suggestions  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ; 
and  in  the  hope  of  relieving  the  weary 
Tritons  on  the  Government  benches  by 


Board  of  Belfast,  and  my  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Waterford  strongly  appealed 
to  the  Government  to  extend  the  fran- 


a  practical  suggestion  which  will  enable  j  ^|^-g^  j^^^  enjoyed  by  a  very  small  pro- 
them  to  save  a  very  considerable  amount  I  potion  of  the  ratepayers  to  the  general 
of  parliamentary  time.    It  has  nothing  to  1  ^^y  ^^f  ^jj^  citizens  of  that  community, 


do  with  the  rules  of  parliamentary  proce- 
dure in  the  past — the  good  old  scheme 
of  Mr.  Gladstone  when  they  met  at  four 
o'clock,  when  they  were  tired,  and  con- 
tinued sitting  after  twelve  o'clock,  when 
they  were  stUl  more  tired.  That  was  a 
practical  way  of  doing  business,  and  not 
by  the  new  methods  of  the  closure.     I 


but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  declined 
to  agree  to  it.  But  now  in  the  month  of 
July,  or  in  the  beginning  of  August,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  going  to  take 
heart  of  grace,  and  we  shall  rejoice  if  he 
is  going  to  extend  the  scope  of  local  self- 
government  in  Belfast.  But  if  this  Bill 
is  going  to  deal  with  the  question  of  the 
valuation  of  Belfast,   I  should   like  to 


ask  what  is  [the  meaning  of   the  state- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  , .      ,        ,  i    •       i 
Rrit  Lord  of  the  Treasury  that  he  made  I  remind  him  that  that  necessarily  myo^^^ 
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the  whole  question  of  the  financial  rela- 
tions of  Ireland.  [Cries  of  *'  Oh,  oh," 
and  Ministerial  laughter.]  I  will  demon- 
strate that  to  hon.  Gentlemen  who  laugh. 
I  will  take  the  case,  not  of  Belfast,  but  of 
Dublin,  and  I  hope  that  what  I  say  about 
Dublin  will  be  fully  credited  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite.  It  necessarily  follows 
that  any  scheme  of  revaluation  of  any 
community  under  the  present  Acts  also 
involves  the  increase  of  Imperial  taxation. 
I  do  not  intend  to  go  into  this  point  at 
any  length 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  Onier,  order!  I 
hope  the  hon.  Member  will  not  follow  this 
line  of  argument,  because  it  is  very  much 
beyond  the  question  before  the  House. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Unless  it  be  on  a 
question  of  revaluation,  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
know  what  the  Bill  is  proposed  for  by 
His  Majesty's  Ministers.  As  I  under- 
stand it,  the  Government  apprehend 
that  there  is  no  power  in  Belfast  at  this 
moment,  owing  to  some  blunder  on  the 
part  of  the  corporation,  to  strike  a  rate 
in  the  present  year.  I  suggest  that  they 
would  save  an  enormous  amount  of 
parliamentary  time  if,  instead  of  bringing 
in  a  Bill  to  enable  Belfast  to  strike  a 
fresh  rate,  the  Government  should  ad- 
vance the  money  to  the  citizens  of  Belfast 
till  next  session.  I  do  not  know  the 
amount  of  money  required.  It  may  be 
£20,000  or  £30,000.  Let  us  suppose 
that  it  is  even  £100,000.  Why,  the 
Government  have  this  session  voted 
£500,000  for  a  railway  for  the  niggers 
in  Uganda.  Let  the  Government  give 
a  loan  of  £100,000  to  this  loyal  com- 
munity of  Belfast — men  of  integrity 
and  honour — who  will  promptly  pay  it 
back  in  the  ensuing  session  of  Parlia- 
ment. I  really  make  that  suggestion 
in  all  good  faith  to  the  Government, 
instead  of  taking  up  the  time  of  Parlia- 
ment with  a  contentious  measure.  One 
word  more  and  I  have  done.  Com- 
plaints have  been  made  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Waterford  as  to  the  position 
of  the  Irish  land  question,  and  as  to 
the  position  of  the  Irish  Estimates  dealing 
with  the  Irish  Land  Commission.  1 
noticed  that  in  another  place  the  Duke 
of  Abercom  has  carried  a  motion  for  a 
Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
Mr,  T,  M.  Healy. 


recommendations  of  the  Fry  Commission. 
It  can  hardly  be  supposed  that  that 
Committee  will  contain  any  lepresenta- 
tive  of  the  tenants. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
hon.  Gentleman's  suggestion  does  not 
seem  to  be  relevant  to  the  questaou 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  T.  M.  healy  :  I  am  going  to 
make  a  suggestion  that  there  is  an 
omission  in  the  programme  of  His 
Majesty's  Government.  We  can  only 
discuss  the  administration  of  the  Irish 
Land  Acts  on  Supply.  But  in  another 
place  they  are  able  to  bring  on  discussion 
and  criticism  of  these  matters  by  the 
machinery  of  the  appointment  of  Com- 
mittees ;  and  I  would  say  that  we  are 
entitled  to  have  the  Vote  on  the  Irisb 
Land  Commission  put  down  again  at  an 
early  stage,  so  that  we  will  be  able  to 
reply  to  the  criticisms  on  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Irish  Land  Acts  made  in 
the  House  of  Lords.  I  am  strengthened 
in  my  demand  by  the  action  of  Mr. 
Gladstone  in  1882,  when  a  motion 
was  made  in  the  House  of  Lords  to 
inquire  into  the  working  of  the  Land 
Act,  and  to  bring  pressure  to  bear  on 
Ministers  and  judges.  Mr.  Gladstone 
put  down  a  resolution  on  the  books  of 
this  House  in  order  to  strengthen  the 
hands  of  the  Land  Commissioners  and 
the  Irish  judges,  and  denouncing  the 
criticisms  made  in  another  place.  SuflS- 
cient  time  should  be  given  to  answer 
the  criticisms  made  in  another  place, 
although  I  admit  that  the  Govern- 
ment opposed  the  motion  for  the  Com- 
mittee. I  claim  that  the  Irish  Land 
Commission  and  the  judges  in  the  Irish 
courts  should  not  be  executing  their 
duty  with  this  sort  of  sword  of  Damocles 
hanging  over  their  heads. 

Mr  BROADHURST  (Leicester):  I 
would  repeat  to  the  Leader  of  the  House 
a  suggestion  which  I  have  made  on  a 
former  occasion  in  regard  to  the  re- 
arrangement of  the  meeting  of  ParUa- 
ment.  I  think  that  we  should  have  part 
of  the  session  in  the  autumn,  and  the 
finishing  part  in  the  early  months  of 
the  year.  What  should  be  avoided 
is  any  sitting  during  the  months  of 
July,  August,  and  September;  during 
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these  months  Members  suffer  much 
from  the  long  night  sittings,  and  the 
work  is  inefficiently  done.  The  result 
is  that  many  Acts  of  Parliament  are 
passed  in  a  manner  highly  unsatisfactory. 
What  is  the  present  position*?  The 
Standing  Committee  on  Trade  meets 
at  eleven  and  continues  on  till  four  in 
the  afternoon,  then  we  come  into  the 
House,  and  with  the  twelve  o'clock 
rule  suspended,  we  never  get  home  till 
the  small  hours  of  the  morning, 
although  we  have  to  meet  again  early  in 
the  forenoon.  In  my  judgment  the 
months  for  the  sitting  of  the  House 
could  be  so  arranged  as  to  conduce  to 
the  advantage  of  the  country,  the  business 
of  the  nation,  and  with  far  less  physical 
suffering  to  hon.  Members  engaged 
in  Committee  work  I  wish  the  Leader 
of  the  House  would  give  some  promise 
that  he  will  apply  his  mind  to  this  ques- 
tion, and  see  whether  he  could  not 
suggest  some  alteration  of  the  Rules 
of  Procedure  that  would  bring  about 
the  readjustment  I  have  suggested. 

Mr.  O'MARA  (Kilkenny,  S.)  said  that 
no  adequate  information  had  been  given 
as  to  several  matters  which  had  been 
brought  before  the  House.  The  House 
was  now  apparently  called  upon  to  do 
unlimited  work  in  a  limited  time,  and 
the  real  solution  was  a  devolution  of  its 
business.  It  was  very  easy  for  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  to  say  that  the 
matter  was  merely  a  mathematical  pro- 
blem ;    but  the  fact  remained  that  in 


whatever  way  the  time  of  the  House  was 
divided  up,  it  still  remained  insufficient 
to  deal  adequately  with  the  business 
submitted  to  it.  [Several  Hon.  Mem- 
bers :  Divide,  divide.]  He  had  no  in- 
tention of  unduly  taking  up  the  time  of 
the  House,  but  if  he  were  interrupted 
he  could  speak  for  quite  a  long  time.  If, 
however,  he  were  permitted  to  pro  eed, 
he  would  not  speak  very  long.  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  had  named 
twenty  or  thirty  Bills,  including  the 
Light  Railways  Bill,  to  which  he  stated 
there  would  be  very  little  opposition, 
but  he  could  tell  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, speaking  for  himself  and  his  friends, 
that  any  Bill  which  proposed  to  vote 
half  a  million  of  money  solely  to  English 
purposes  while  Ireland  was  overtaxed 
would  be  very  strongly  opposed  by  the 
Irish  Members,  and  that  they  would  use 
the  forms  of  the  House  to  the  very  utmost 
in  offering  a  strenuous  opposition  to  any 
such  Bill.  He  very  much  doubted 
whether  the  sanguine  intentions  of  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  with  regard 
to  the  work  to  be  carried  out  would  be 
fulfilled  before  the  end  of  September,  and 
he  suspected  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  have  to  cut  down  his  pro- 
gramme still  further,  and  announce 
another  massacre  of  the  innocents  in  a 
week  or  two. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  249  ;  Noes, 
172.     (Division  List  No.  346.) 


Acland-Hood,  Capt.  Sir  A.  F. 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Aniion,  Sir  William  lieynell 
Arkwriffht,  John  Stanhope 
Araold-Foreter,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Ba^ot,  Capt.  Josoeline  Fitzroy 
Bam,  Colonel  James  Kobert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 

Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.A.J.(ManchV 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  J{.  (Homsey  i 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds  I 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Bathurst,  Hon.  A.  Benjamin 
Beach,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bristol 
Beckett,  Ernest  William  [ 

Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bill,  Charles 
Blundell,  Col.  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 


AYES, 

Boulnois,  Edmund 
BouB field,  William  Robert 
Bo  wles,Capt.H.  F.  (Middlesex) 
Brassey,  Albert 
Bull,  William  James 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Campbell,RtHn  J  A.  (Glasgow) 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.  C.W(Derbyshire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,Rt.  Hon.  J.(Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 


Collings,  Rt  Hon.  Jesse 
Coloino,  Sir  John  Chas.  Ready 
Colston, Chas.  Edw.H.Athole 
Compton.  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox,Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
DavenportjWilliam  Bromley- 
Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dewar,T.  R  (T'rH*mletsS.  Geo 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dickson -Poynder,  Sir  John  P, 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Dimsdale,  Sir  Joseph  C. 
Dixon -Hartland,  Sir  Fred  D . 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
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Duke,  Henry  Edward 
DarDing-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Dvke,  Rt.Hn.SirWilliamHart 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Eardell,  SirT.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon .  Ail  wyn  Edward 
Fergnsson, Rt.  H n. Sir  J.  (Man. 
Finch,  Geor»ee  H. 
Fintayi  Sir  Robert  Bannatjme 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,SirRobertPenro8e- 
Fitzroy,  Hon.  Ed  ward  Algernon 
Flower,  Ernest 
Fo8t3r,PhilipS(  Warwick,S.  W 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Garfit,  William 
Gibbe,  Hn.  A.  G.  H.  (CityofLon. 
Gordon,Hn.  J.  E.(Elf2rin&Nairn 
Oordon,Maj  Evans-iT  rH'ml'ts 
Gore,Hn  GR  C  Ormsby-(Salop 
Gore.  Hn  S  F  Ormsby-  (Lines) 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  1  Eldon 
Croulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,SirEW(B'rySEdm*nds  | 
Greene,  W.  Raymond- {Gambe)  > 
Grenfell,  Wm.  Henry  | 

Greville,  Bon.  Ronald 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Hain,  Edward  { 

Hall,  Edward  Marshall  , 

Hamilton,  RtHn  IiOrdG.(  Midd. 
Hamilt^on,  Marq.  of  (I/nd'd'y)  | 
Hanbury,Rt.  Hon.RobtWm.  | 
Hardy,  L.  (Kent,  Ashford) 
Hams,  Frederick  Lev«rton 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  GeOTge 
Heath,  Arthur  Howard(  Hanley 
Heath,  Jame8(Staffords.  N.  W. ) 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hoare,  Edw.  B.  (Hampstead) 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
H  ope,  J.  F.  (Sheffield  Brigh  tside 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Howard,  John  (KeDt,Faversh.) 
Howard,  J.  (Midd.  ,Tottenham) 
Hozier,  Hon.  James  H.  Cecil 
Hudson,  George  Bicker steth 
Jeesel,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Johnston,  Wm.  (Belfast) 
Kenyon,  Jas.  (Lanes,,  Bury) 
Kenyon-Slaney,Col.  W.  (Salop 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymoar 
Lanibton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Laurie,  Lieut.  General 
X«aw,  Andrew  Bonar 
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Lawrence,  Joseph  (Monmouth) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Lecky.Rt.  Hon.  Wm.  Edw.H. 
Lee,  A.  H.  (Hants.,  Fareham) 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
L^ge>  CoL  Hon.  Heneage 
Leigh -Bennett,  Heniy  Cnrrie 
Leveson-Grower,  Fred.  N.  S. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Long,  Rt,  Hn.  W.  (Bristol,  S. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  C.  (Cuinb.,  Eskdale) 
Lucto,Col.  Francis(  Lowestoft) 
Lucas,  Reginald  J.  ( Portsmouth 
Lyttelton,  Hon    Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M* Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M*Iver,SirLewi8(Edinb'rghW 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Massey-Main  waring,Hn.  WF. 
Max  well,  W.  J.  H.  ( Dumfriessh. 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Mitchell,  William 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Monta^,  Hon.  J.  S.  (Hants) 
Moon,  Edw.  Robert  Pacy 
More,  Roht.  J.  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,  D.  J.  (Walthamstow 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'thsh.) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morris,  Hon.  Martin  Henry F. 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A.  (Deptf  ord 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Muntj?,  Philip  A. 
Murray,  RtHnAGraham(Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
0*NeiIl,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Orr-Ewing,  Chas.  Lindsay 
Pease,  Herbt.  P.  (Darlington) 
Peel,  Hn.  Wm.  Robt.  Wellesley 
Percy,  Earl 

Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pret^man,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Randies,  John  8. 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
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Reid,  James  (Gre^iock) 
Remnant,  James  Farqnharson 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Rentoul,  Jamee  Alexander 
Renwtck,  George 
Ritchie,Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  ( Hackney) 
Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 
Round,  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell.  T.  W. 
Saokville,Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse 
Sassoon,  Sir  j^ward  Albert 
Seton-Karr.  Henry 
bfaarpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  (Renfrew 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Smith,  Abel  H.(Hertford,East) 
Smith,  JaraesParker(  Lanarks) 
Smith,  Hon.W.  F.  D.(Stnuia) 
Spear,  John  W^ard 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,RtHn.J.G.(OxfdUniv. 
Thorbum,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,Wm.  Edw. Murray 
Tufnell,  Lieut-Col.  Edward 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webb,  Col.  Wm.  (George 
Welby,Lt.-Col.ACE(Taunton 
Welby,  Sir  Chas.  G.  E.  (Notto) 
WhiteIey,H.  (Ashton-u.-Lvne) 
Williams,RtHnJPowell-(Binn 
Willoughby  de  Ereaby,  Lord 
Wills,  Sir  Frederick 
Wilson,A.Stanley(York,E.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wilson,JW.(Worce8ter8h.,N.) 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.H.(York8.) 
Wodehouse,  Rt.Hn.E.R(Baih 
WolflF,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  Rt.Hon.  CB-Stuart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndliam,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Younger,  William 

Tellers  for  the  AY^s— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstmther. 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Asher,  Alexander 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Asquith,  Rt  HnHerbertHenry 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  CL  B. 
Bell,  Richard 
Blake,  Edward 


NOES. 

Boland,  John 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Brigg,  John 
Broad  hurst,  Henry 
Brown,  G.  M.  (Edinburgh) 
Bninner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Burke,  E.  Haviland- 
Bums,  John 


Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caine,  William  Sproston 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Carew,  James  Lsnrenoe 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Channing,  Francis  AUston 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


1169  Militia  and 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Craig,  Robert  Hunter 

Crombie,  John  VTilliam 

Culllnan,  J. 

Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

BaviesyM.y  aaghan-(  Cardigan 

Delany,  William 

Dewar^John  A.(Inyeme8s-8h.) 

Bilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Doogan,  P.  0. 

Douglas.  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 

Dnfl^,  William  J. 

Duncan,  J.  Hastings 

Dunn,  Sir  Willam 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Ernmott,  Alfred 

Evans.  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan 

Farrell,  James  Patrick 

Ffnwick,  Charles 

Ferguson, R.  C.  Munro  (Lelth) 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Field,  William 

Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  SirWalter  (DerliyiCo.) 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Fumess,  Sir  Christopher 
Oilhooly,  James 
<^dard,  Daniel  Ford 
Grant,  Corrie 

<jurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 
H&rcourr,  Rt  Hn  Sir  William 
Hardie,  J.  K.  (MerthyrTydvil 
Harms  worth,  R.  Leicester 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Harwood,  George 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  Seale- 
Hayter,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Hcaly,  Timothy  Michael 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  CharlesH. 
Hobhouse,  C.  E.  H.  (Bristol,  E. 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Homiroan,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Joioey,  Sir  James 


{22  July  1901} 

Jones,  William  (Camarvonsh. ) 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kay-Shuttleworth,RtHnSirU 
Kearlev,  Hudson  £. 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Kinloch,  Sir  J.  G.  Smyth 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Batty 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lundon,iW. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A.^ 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
McLaren,  Charles  Benjamin 
Mansfield,  HoracA  Rendall 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Morton,Edw.J.C.(Devonport) 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Nolan,  Col.  J.  P.  (Galway,  N.) 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
0'Brien,Kendal(Tipper'ryMid 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tit)perary,N.) 
0'Connor,James(Wicklow,W. 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Donnell.  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
O' Kelly  ,Jame8(  Roscommon,N 
O'Malley,  William 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Palmer,  Sir  Chas.M.  (Durham) 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 
Philippe.  John  Wynford 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
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Price,  Robert  John 
Rea,  Russell 
Reckitt.  Harold  James 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond, John  E.(Waterford) 
RednH>nd,  William  (Clare) 
Reed,SirEdw.  James  (Cardiff) 
Reid  ,Sir  R.  Threshie(Dumfries 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Rigg,  Richard 

RoKerts,  John  Br^n  (Eifion) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sinclair,CaptJohn(Forfarshire 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Scares,  Erne^^t  J. 
Spencer,RtHnC,R.  (Northants 
Strachey,  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Taylor,  Theodore  Cooke 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Abel  ( Carmarthen,  E. ) 
Thomas,  Alfred(Glamorgan,  E. 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Thomas,FFreem  an- ( H  astings) 
Tomkinson,  James 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tully,  Jasper 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton ,  JohnLawson(Leeds,  S. 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Wason,Eugene(Clackraannan) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
Whiteley,George(York,W.R. ) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams, Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Wil8on,Chas.  Henry  ( Hull  ,W. ) 
WUson,Henry  J.(York,W.R.) 
Woodhouse,SirJT(Huddersfd 
Young,  Samuel 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tfllers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  and 
Mr.  M'Arthur. 


Ordered,  That,  for  the  remainder  of  I 
the  session,  Government  Business  be  not 
interrupted  under  the  provisions  of  any ' 
•Standing  Order  regulating  the  sittings  i 
of  the  House  ;  and  may  be  entered  upon 
at  any  hour  though  opposed,  and  that , 
at  the  conclusion  of  Government  Business 
€ach  day  Mr.  Speaker  do  adjourn  the  | 
House  without  Question  put. 

MILITIA    AND    YEOMANRY    BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time.'' 

*SiR  ARTHUR  HAYTER  (Wallsall) : 
1  do  not  intend  to  oppose  the  general 


scope  of  this  Bill.  I  think  it  is  a  very 
good  thing  that  the  regular  forces  of  the 
Crown  and  the  Yeomanry,  Militia,  and 
Volunteers  should  all  be  under  one  and 
the  same  law.  But  what  is  very  re- 
markable in  this  Bill  is  that  it  does  not 
do  that  at  all.  In  the  first  clause  it 
is  provided  that  it  shall  only  apply  to 
yeomen  who  enlist  or  take  commissions 
in  the  Yeomanry  after  1st  August  in  the 
present  year.  The  result  of  that  will  be 
that  the  Yeomanry  will  be  under  two 
different  laws.  All  enlisted  in  the  present 
regiments  will  be  under  one  law,  and  will 
be  liable  to  be  called  out  for  a  much 
shorter  period  of  training,  while  all  who 
enlist  from  the  1st  August  in  any  regi- 
ment of  the  Yeomanry  will  peinain  out 
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for  a  longer  period.  The  result  will  be 
that  three-fourths  of  a  regiment  may  be 
able  to  disappear  after  eight  days  training, 
for  excluding  the  day  marching  in  and 
the  day  marching  out,  that  is  the  number 
available.  A  subsequent  clause  of  the 
Bill  provides  that  the  Yeomanry  are  to 
come  out  for  a  minimum  of  eighteen 
days.  The  reason  why  the  War  Office 
have  introduced  this  Bill  is  that  they 
did  not  like  to  induce  the  present 
yeomen  to  extend  their  term  of 
service.  I  myself  think  it  would  have 
been  better  to  have  got  all  the  officers 
and  men  in  the  present  regiments  to 
resign,  and  rfe-enlist  under  the  new 
conditions.  I  should  also  Uke  to  ask  if 
it  is  not  a  very  dangerous  experiment 
to  extend  the  period  of  the  training  of 
the  yeomen  from  eight  to  eighteen 
days.  At  the  present  moment  we  have 
only  15,000,  and  we  have  seldom  been 
able  to  train  more  than  10,000  or 
11,000  men.  The  number  is  now  to  be 
raised  to  35,000,  and  the  number  of 
days  of  training  is  to  be  increased  from 
eight  to  eighteen.  I  think  that  is  a 
very  dangerous  experiment,  and  I  know 
that  in  the  south  of  England  the  loss 
of  two  market  days  will  operate  against 
enlistment.  It  is  of  capital  importance 
that  we  should  make  things  as  comfort- 
able as  we  can  for  the  Yeomanry,  and 
not  give  them  hard  terms  of  service  ; 
and  for  my  part  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
payment  of  5s.  a  day  is  sufficient  to 
induce  men  to  join  under  more  arduous 
conditions  than  at  present.  The  term 
of  service  for  the  Alilitia  field  artillery 
is  now  to  be  extended  from  sixty  days  to 
eighty-four.  This  is  a  very  great  exten- 
sion of  time,  and  I  think  it  cannot  fail  to 
militate  against  the  service. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean)  said  that  with  the 
part  of  the  Bill  which  dealt  with  the 
Militia  field  artillery  he  cordially  agreed. 
It  was  what  had  been  suggested  for  a 
considerable  time  by  those  who,  like 
himself,  were  not  wedded  to  the  present 
system.  The  present  action  of  the 
Government  dispelled  a  doubt  as  to 
their  intention  as  regarded  Volunteer 
field  artillery.  He  had  never  favoured 
a  purely  Volunteer  system  of  field  artil- 
lery. The  great  advantage  of  a  Militia 
field   artillery    had   apparently    become 

Sir  Arthur  Hayter, 


clear  to  the  Government.  There  was 
nothing  about  Volunteer  artillery  in 
this  Bill,  and  they  might  therefore 
take  it  that  the  feeling  of  the  Govern- 
ment at  present  was  that  the  prospect 
of  obtaining  a  large  force  of  Volunteer 
field  artillery  was  not  great,  and  they 
therefore  only  intended  to  maintain  a 
few  batteries  here  and  there  for  the  pur- 
pose of  show,  rather  than  anything 
else,  and  that  the  Militia  field  artillery 
would  be  the  main  force  upon  which 
the  country  would  rely  for  the  home 
army.  His  right  hon.  friend  had  sug- 
gested whether  the  time  for  training  was 
not  too  long ;  the  Swiss  had  been  success- 
ful in  making  a  magnificent  Militia  field 
artillery,  and  their  period  of  training 
was  a  short  one;  but  then  a  larger 
proportion  of  the  Swiss  population  were 
more  used  to  out-door  life  and  more  used 
to  judging  distance  on  their  mountains 
than  any  people  this  country  could 
obtain,  and  therefore,  in  his  opinion,  the 
time  of  training  suggested  that  the 
Militia  field  artillery  was  not  in  any  war 
too  long.  But  while  he  cordially  approved 
of  that  part  of  the  Bill,  he  had  the 
greatest  possible  doubt  with  regard  to 
the  Yeomanry  part  of  the  Bill.  His 
right  hon.  friend  had  used  an  expression 
which  showed  the  danger  against  which 
the  Government  had  to  guard  ;  he  used 
the  expression  that  the  Government 
would  not  get  the  men  unless  they  made 
it  comfortable  for  them ;  but  these 
were  the  cavalry  upon  which  the  Govern- 
ment were  relying,  and  the  mounted 
infantry  as  well,  and  it  was  impossible 
to  get  either  cavalry  or  mounted  infantry 
worthy  of  the  name  without  proper 
and  adequate  training.  Whilst  he  believed 
thoroughly  in  the  civilian  soldier  for 
the  purposes  of  war  so  far  as  the 
infantry  private  was  concerned,  and  that 
they  could  be  trained  very  quickly,  he 
altogether  disbelieved  that  an  efiicient 
cavalry  soldier  or  mounted  infantry  man 
could  be  made  without  considerable  train- 
ing. The  cutting  down  of  the  training 
of  these  men  was  a  mere  delusion — dust 
cast  in  the  eyes  of  the  nation.  It  would 
not  make  cavalry  or  mounted  infantry, 
it  would  not  make  eflScient  troops. 
The  Government  had  the  tooted  fallacy 
fixed  in  their  minds— that  they  could 
make  cavalry  or  mounted  infantry  out  of 
men  and  horses,  whether  the  men  had 
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ever  seen  the  horses  or  not.  The  levies  recruit  entirely  from  that  class  in  the 
sent  out  to  South  Africa  in  the  winter  future.  The  new  Yeomanry  must  be 
and  spring  were,  as  they  heard  now  from  ,  drawn  from  other  classes,  tradesmen  of 
officers  at  the  front,  not  fit  to  cope  with  I  the  country  towns  or  else  those  of  the 
the  mounted  forces  of  the  Boers,  although  '  middle  classes  who  had  theleisure  to  devote 
they  had  been  there  six  months.  Yet ,  to  service  of  this  kind.  It  would  follow 
the  Government  were  going  to  continue,  I  that  the  non-commissioned  officers  and 
apparently,  in  the  firm  belief  that  they !  privates,  being  themselves  employers  of 
could  make  cavalry  from  these  Imperial  I  labour,  and  able  to  devote  a  consecutive 
yeomen  with  a  sHght  amount  of  fortnight  to  the  service,  would  be  largely 
training.  Efficient  cavalry  could  not  replaced  by  persons  not  employers  of 
be  made  in  this  manner.  It  was  a  labour  but  employees,  and  it  was  ex- 
delusion,  for  which  the  country  would  tremely  improbable  that  employers  would 
have  to  pay  heavily  in  the  future,  be  able  to  let  off  a  sufficient  number  of 
With  regard  to  the  Yeomanry  portion  of  young  men  who  would  be  able  at  the 
the  Bill,  he  doubted  whether  the  Govern- !  same  time  to  give  fourteen  days  consecu- 
ment  would  be  able  to  get  the  increased  I  tive  service  to  the  Yeomanry.  It  was. 
number  of  men  they  required  from  the ,  for  that  reason  he  deprecated  the  hard 
same  class  that  these  men  were  now  :  and  fast  line  laid  down  by  the  Bill  of  a 
drawn  from.  A  good  deal  might  be  done  period  of  fourteen  days  for  the  training^ 
in  a  few  days  for  a  crack  Yeomanry  \  of  the  Yeomanry.  This  Bill  was  really 
regiment ;  the  recruits  drawn  would  be  j  part  of  an  ambitious  scheme,  and  what 
persons  of  some  intellect  and  education,  i  was  necessary  in  providing  an  increased 
and  they  would  learn  a  good  deal  in  a  I  force  of  mounted  men  was  that  the  Secre- 
few  days,  but  the  largely  increased  num-  i  tary  of  State  should  create  some  regi- 
ber  of  men  that  the  Government  re-  j  ments  of  regular  mounted  infantry. 
quired  must  be  drawn  from  other  classes,  j 

As    a   matter  of  fact,  the  Government;    ^-,  t»t  ttxttm:.t  t      /t  u- 

were  trying  to  get  their  cavalry  on  the  '  /Colonel  BLUNDELL  (Lancashire, 
cheap,  and  the  result  would  be  that  the  \  I'^f,^)*  ^^^  ^^  almost  maudible  in  the 
men  obtained  would  not  be  cavalry,  !  gallery,  was  understood  to  say  that  he 
and  would  not  be  mounted  infantry,  and .  thought  the  additional  Yeomanry  would 
they  would  not  be  efficient,  except  that  I  ^^  an  admirable  adjunct  to  the  Army, 
fimaU  portion  who  would  continue  to  ;  ^^^  *"/^«  ^^^  Yeomanry  should  be 
b  drawn  from  the  class  which  recruited ,  required  to  serve  in  the  field  if  they 
the  crack  Yeomanry  regiments.  '  ^ere  wanted.     We  could  not  afford  to 

I  spend  this  enormous  sum  upon  troops  of 
^»*     i-iTT  *  T>T  T^c.  TT.^T>TT.^TTo.T^  /T>  •  .  1     ^Ws  Wttd  uulcss  thcy  couW  bc  sent  inta 
•Mb.  CHARLES  HOBHoUSE  (Bristol.  I  .^e  field  if  required 
E.)  said  that  this  Bui  was  of  sumcient 
importance  to  have  had  some  explana-  ' 

lion  given  of  it  by  the  Secretary  of  State  \  Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devonshire,  South 
for  War.  Last  year  8,600  Yeomanry,  Molton)  said  he  noticed  the  word 
out  of  an  enrolled  strength  of  over  10,000,  j  *'  Imperial  "  had  been  left  out  of  the  Bill^ 
went  out  to  training.  The  number  ;  and  unless  these  men  were  required  on 
was  1,866  under  the  strength  of  their  |  occasion  to  serve  abroad,  that  word' 
establishment,  and  in  face  of  that  de- '  would  have  to  be  left  out.  If,  as  the  right 
ficiency  in  their  numbers  the  Govern- '  hon.  Member  had  said,  the  numbers  had 
nient  came  forward  with  a  proposal  to  .  declined  with  only  five  to  six  days 
increase  the  nominal  strength  of  a  new  I  service  in  the  year,  how  much  more 
mounted  force  up  to  35,000  men.  It  fol-  would  it  be  so  with  the  extra  and  onerous. 
lowed  that  the  composition  of  the  new  •  duty  of  serving  from  fourteen  to  eighteen 


force  as  far  as  personnel  was  concerned 
must  be  radically  different  from  the 
personnel  of  the  old  Yeomanry  cavalry. 


days  1  The  agricultural  classes  could 
very  ill  afford  the  time  necessary  to  serve 
fourteen  to  eighteen  days,  and  yet  if  they 


That  force  had  hitherto  been  recruited  |  did  not  obtain  recruits  from  the  agricul 
mainly  from  tenant  farmers  and  country  i  tural  classes  and  from  those  who  were 
gentlemen,  but  the  numbers  being  so  !  used  to  horses,  it  was  of  no  use  having 
increased    it    would     be    impossible  to  i  Yeomanry   at   alL     His   own   id^^^TA^ 

\  Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1195 


MilUia  and 


[{COMMONS} 


Yeomanry  Bill. 


1196 


that,  if  they  wanted  men  to  take  care  of 
horses,  they  must  have  men  recruited 
from  the  agricultural  classes.  It  could 
not  be  denied  that  it  was  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  have  men  who  knew  how 
to  take  care  of  horses,  because  such  men 
would  get  a  horse  to  do  three  times  as 
much  work  as  the  animal  would  do  under 
a  town-bred  man  who  had  hardly  ever 
seen  a  horse  in  his  life.  What  he  was 
afraid  of  was  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  not  get  his  25,000  extra  yeo- 
men. Was  it  necessary  to  get  them  for 
home  defence  1  Was  it  supposed  that  an 
•enemy  would  land,  and  that  then  we 
should  want  these  Yeomanry  1  If  an 
•enemy  landed,  he  thought  the  Militia 
w^ould  be  a  far  better  force  with  which  to 
meet  it.  He  also  feared  that  the  Bill 
might  have  the  effect  of  destroying  the 
already  depleted  MiUtia,  whilst  at  the 
same  time  a  sufficient  Yeomanry  force 
would  not  be  raised  to  justify  the  expen- 
diture. He  had  not  the  sUghtest  doubt 
that  many  men  would  be  drawn  from  the 
Militia  to  the  Yeomanry,  because  the 
length  of  service  was  shorter,  and  the 
treatment  of  the  Militia  in  South  Africa 
had  not  been  such  as  to  encourage  enlist- 
ment in  that  force.  Although  the 
MiUtia  had  been  under  no  more  compul- 
sion to  go  abroad  than  had  the  Yeomanry, 
the  Militia  had  received  no  send-off  or 
vrelcome  home,  and  in  South  Africa  had 
heen  placed  on  the  lines  of  communica- 
tion. Personally,  he  was  rather  in- 
<'Hned  to  think  that  if  they  wanted  to 
have  useful  soldiers  they  must  have  pro- 
fessional soldiers.  He  was  not  altogether 
s>  lover  of  an  amateur  soldier,  because 
everybody  knew  that  if  one  wished  to  be 
successful  in  a  trade  he  must  learn  it. 
His  own  advice  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  that  if  he  really  wished  to  carry 
out  a  scheme  of  Army  reform  he  should 
^content  himself  with  a  present  reform  of 
ths  War  Office,  and  postpone  other 
reforms  until  the  war  in  South  Africa 
had  ended,  and  he  knew  how  many  men 
"were  coming  home  and  would  join  the 
Yeomanry. 

*SiR  ELLIOTT  LEES  (Birkenhead) 
said  the  remarks  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Forest  of 
Dean  were  to  a  certain  extent  justified, 
but  the  Yeomanry  as  at  present  consti- 
tuted had  not,  so  far  as  he  could  see, 
Afr,  Lambert. 


attracted  the  full  number  of  men  well  able 
to  ride  in  our  country  districts.    In  the 
squadron  of  Imperial  Yeomanry  which 
he  commanded,  which  was  120  strong, 
only    forty    came    from     the     county 
Yeomanry.    Another    forty    was    com- 
posed  of   farmers,   who     were    just  as 
good   riders  as  the   forty  which  came 
from  the  county  Yeomanry,  and  about 
twenty    were    small    tradesmen    from 
the    country    towns,    who    were    also 
good    horsemen    and    quite    competent 
to  do  their  work.     The  remainder  of  his 
squadron  were  chiefly  grooms,  who  were 
all  at    home   on    horseback,   and  men 
who  trained  very  quickly  into  efficient 
mou nted  soldiers.    He  pointed  out  that  aU 
the  mounted  troops  in  South  Africa  were 
improvis  d  troops  in  regard  to  the  duties 
which  they  had  to  perform,  and  had  to 
do  work  for  which  they  had  not  been 
in  any   way  trained.     The  cavalry,  for 
instance,  might  have  done  two  or  three 
days  scouting  at  home,  but   had  never 
been  trained  to  fight  as  dismounted  men, 
and    although    the    mounted    infantry 
had  been  trained  to  do  what  were  con- 
sidered the  duties  of   mounted  infantry 
at   that    time,    these    were    not   really 
the  duties  which  they  had  to  perfonn 
in  South  Africa.     He  did  not  think  it 
would  be  impossible  to  improvise  quickly 
men  of  this  stamp,  provided  the  staff 
was  in  existence,  and  competent  ofiic^rs 
and    senior    non-commissioned    officers, 
and  provided  also  that  they  were  careful 
to   recruit   only  from   men   who  could 
ride  or  who  then  would  have  time  to 
learn  to  ride.     He  agreed  that  they  must 
have  men  who  could  pass  a  fair  examina- 
tion in  riding,  and  then  he  thought  he 
should  get  a  good  force,   although  he 
believed  it  would  be  difficult  to  raise  the 
number  required.     As  to  the  value  of 
the   scheme   he   had   no   doubt.    With 
regard  to   what   had   been    said  about 
the  new  Yeomanry  being  no  use  in  South 
Africa,  though  they  had  been  there  six 
months,  he  might  say,  although  he  was 
not  there  to  defend  the  new  Yeomanry, 
that  body  had  only  been  out  there  three 
months,    and   that    also    the    mounted 
idfantry  raised  in  South  Africa  were  at 
first  quite  as  difficult  to  handle  as  the  new 
Yeomanry   which   had    been   sent  out. 
For  his  part,  while  not  perhaps  agreeing 
to  all  the  details  of  the  scheme,  he  wished 
it  every  success.  . 
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Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) : 
If  I  take  a  somewhat  pessimistic  view  of 
this  scheme,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  thought 
that,  as  an  ex-cavalry  officer,  I  wish  in 
any  way  to  make  little  of  the  Yeomanry. 
Nobody  realises  more  than  I  do  the 
admirable  work  which  has  been  done  by 
the  Yeomanry  who  went  out  to  South 
Africa.  But  it  is  a  pity  that  we  should 
not  have  had  from  the  Treasury  Bench 
some  exposition  of  the  scheme,  at  all 
events  with  reference  to  the  Yeomanry 
and  Militia  artillery.  This  is  a  scheme — 
to  use  the  words  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Forest  of  Dean — 
for  producing  cavalry  **  on  the  cheap."  If 
it  is  the  intention  to  form  a  real  cavalry 
from  a  force  to  be  embodied  for  fourteen 
or  eighteen  days  in  the  year,  I  say  the 
scheme  is  a  fraud  and  an  impossibility. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  for  the  purpose 
of  producing  a  force  to  be  utilised  in  the 
event  of  invasion  as  an  auxiliary  to  the 
other  arms  at  home,  I  say  again  that  it 
will  not  be  effective.  Three  of  the  army 
corps  which  form  the  larger  scheme  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  are  to  be  supplied 
with  no  other  cavalry  than  those  fur- 
nished by  this  force.  Can  it  be  held  for  a 
moment  that  these  men  are  suitable  for 
the  purpose  ?  In  the  first  place,  it  is 
admitted  that  we  have  not  a  sufficient 
number  of  men  of  the'yeoman  class  in  the 
country.  The  force  would,  therefore,  be 
drawn  from  other  classes  **  more  or  less 
accustomed  to  horses,"  as  a  previous 
speaker  has  said.  That  is  a  very  wide 
expression.  If  a  man  unaccustomed  to 
horses  is  put  on  horseback,  and  used  as  a 
cavalryman  or  a  yeoman,  the  horse  is 
very  soon  rendered  useless  for  military 
purposes.  Reference  has  been  made  to 
what  the  Swiss  have  done  as  regards 
artillery.  But  the  youth  of  Switzerland 
are  trained  from  earUest  boyhood  in  the 
use  of  arms  in  the  elementary  schools, 
and  they  have  special  training  in  shooting 
every  year.  It  may  be  possible  in 
a  mountainous  country  and  amongst 
people  who  have  special  facilities  to  train 
men  as  artillery,  but  it  is  absolutely 
iniix)ssible  to  train  cavalrymen  under 
these  conditions.  Every  nation  in 
Europe,  even  after  selecting  men  of  the 
best  class — for  by  means  of  conscription 
they  have  the  pick  of  the  population,  and 
they  choose  for  cavalrymen  those  accus- 
tomed to  horses  and  country  life — ^are 


unable  to  produce  efficient  cavalry  in 
less  than  three  or  four  years.  Some 
years  ago  I  was  sent  on  a  mission  to  Italy 
to  report  on  the  Italian  cavalry,  and 
there  I  found  that,  although  they  had 
neglected  to  consider  what  I  may  call 
"  special  cavalry,"  they  had  expended 
an  immense  amount  of  time  on  mounted 
infantry  work,  and  notwithstanding  the* 
fact  that  their  cavalry  were  very  efficient,, 
as  mounted  infantry  it  took  them  four 
years  to  train  those  troops.  Therefore 
I  say  that  if  this  force  is  intended  to  be  a 
cavalry  force  it  will  undoubtedly  break 
down. 

Moreover,  it  will  be  a  very  expensive 
force,  seeing  that  out  of  the  35,000  only 
a  very  limited  number  will  be  suitable, 
after  considerable  training,  to  do  the 
work  which  the  entire  force  ought  to  be 
able  to  perform.  Doubt  has  been  ex- 
pressed as  to  whether  the  Government 
will  get  the  large  number  of  men  they 
ask  for.  I  firmly  believe  they  will,  but 
not  from  the  class  that  is  wanted.  They 
will  be  obtained  at  the  expense  of  a  cer- 
tain number  of  the  best  militiamen  and 
of  the  cream  of  the  Volunteers.  The^ 
title  of  "Imperial  Yeomanry,"  which  I 
presume  they  will  be  allowed  to  bear,, 
coupled  with  the  fact  of  their  being^ 
cavalry  soldiers,  will  induce  all  who  can 
to  join  the  Yeomanry  rather  than  the 
Volunteers.  That  bears  out  my  view 
with  regard  to  the  whole  scheme — that,, 
admirable  as  it  might  be,  no  portion  can 
be  carried  out  without  robbing  some- 
other  portion.  A  great  deal  has  beeni 
said  about  events  in  South  Africa  having- 
tended  to  show  that  shock-tactics  are- 
not  required.  But  in  countries  where^ 
shock-tactics  are  not  necessary  youi 
require  far  more  competent  scouting^ 
and  it  takes  much  longer  to  train  a  mam 
to  scout  than  to  perform  any  other  duty« 
I  full  agree  that  the  regiments  that 
went  to  South  Africa  were  lamentably- 
deficient,  and  it  is  simply,  because  the* 
amount  of  time,  patience,  and  training^ 
required  to  enable  a  cavalry  regiment  td> 
scout  thoroughly  well  can  be  obtained 
only  at  the  expense  of  parade  movements^ 
and  shock-tactics.  It  is  emphatically 
true  that  inexperienced  men  can  be' 
taught  only  under  highly  trained  officers,, 
commissioned  and  non-commissioned. 
But  where  are  the  officers  to  come  from 
who  will  be  capable  of  training  corn- 
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paratively  undisciplined  men  in  scout- 
ing duties  ?  It  is  extremely  doubtful 
whether  one-half  of  the  regular  cavalry 
officers  at  the  present  day  would  be 
competent  for  such  work.  Are  we  to 
presume  that,  because  there  have  been 
no  shock-tactics  in  South  Africa,  there 
^ould  be  none  in  any  other  country? 
We  all  know  that  the  whole  of  North 
Europe,  with  the  exception  of  one  Httle 
patch — the  Herte  Mountains — is  one 
^reat  plain.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there 
imust  be  times  when  «hock-tactics  will  be 
adopted — especially,  as  the  right  hon. 
^ronet  the  Member  for  For^t  of 
Dean  reminds  me,  against  bad  mounted 
iinfantry.  It  would  be  the  delight  of 
foreign  officers  to  find  opposed  to  them 
inefficient  cavalry  and  mounted  infantry, 
because  highly  trained  cavalry  in  small 
numbers  could  sweep  away  any  number 
of  semi-trained  troops.  A  cavalry  man 
only  partly  trained  is  worse  than  useless. 
Cheap  labour  is  bad  labour,  whether 
it  appUes  to  the  factory,  the  mine,  or 
soldiering.  The  man  who  is  underpaid 
is  not  the  best  class  of  man.  Those 
who  obtain  high  wages  in  the  labour 
market  will,  as  a  rule,  make  the  best 
soldiers.  If  you  do  not  offer  sufficient 
incentives  to  the  better  class  of  men 
to  join,  your  force  will  necessarily  be 
composed  of  men  whom  it  will  be  practi- 
'cally  impossible  to  train.  The  men  will 
be  practically  of  the  same  type  as 
now  join  the  Volunteers.  How  long  are 
they  hkely  to  remain  ?  A  Volunteer 
enUsts  at  the  age  of  sixteen  or  seventeen 
years,  and  generally  serves  three  or  four 
years.  If  that  is  applied  to  the  Yeomanry, 
seeing  that  the  amount  of  work  to  be  put 
upon  them  is  far  larger  than  in  the  case 
^f  the  Volunteers,  it  is  certain  that  the 
men  will  not  remain  in  the  force  for 
more  than  four  or  five  years.  That, 
again,  will  lead  to  our  having  an  incom- 
petent force.  I  do  not  share  the  view 
of  the  hon. 'Member  who  thought  the 
Government  would  not  be  able  to  obtain 
the  horses.  In  my  opinion  the  horses 
will  be  forthcoming,  but  the  requisite 
care  of  them  will  be  lacking.  With 
reference  to  Clause  2  of  the  Bill,  I  ask 
whether  the  Government  still  seriously 
think  that  they  will  obtain  the  right 
•  class  of  men  for  this  work  if  they  are  to  be 
employed  for  only  three  months  in  the 
year,  and  have  to  provide  for  themsdyes 

Capt  Nmion. 


during  the  remaining  nine  months] 
There  are  very  few  men  in  the  country 
who  could  enlist  under  such  condition  s 
I  may  be  told  that  the  intention  is  to 
raise  this  large  force  for  home  defence 
with  a  view  to  obtaining  from  it  a  force 
of  5,000  or  6,000  men  of  the  right  class 
to  send  abroad  in  case  of  necessity.  That 
may  be  feasible,  but  it  will  be  at  an 
enormous  cost  to  the  country.  The 
suggestion  of  a  few  battalions  of  highly 
trained  mounted  infantry  which  could  b« 
used  as  a  school  for  other  mounted 
infantry  would  give  much  better  value 
for  the  money.  As  to  employing  any 
of  these  mounted  men  in  this  country, 
the  idea  is  preposterous.  There  is  no 
country  on  the  face  of  the  earth  less 
suitable  for  the  operations  of  cavalry. 
A  cavalryman  would  be  confined  abso- 
lutely to  the  roads,  and  the  best  horseman 
mounted  on  the  finest  weight-carrying 
hunter,  if  sent  to  carry  despatches  or  to 
scout  between  two  points  ten  niiles 
apart,  would  be  beaten  easily  by  any 
ordinary  cyclist.  If  the  Government 
want  a  force  for  the  purposes  of  scouting 
in  this  country,  let  them  provide  a  force 
of  cychsts,  who  would  be  far  more  valu- 
able in  that  direction,  and  a  compara- 
tivly  small  force  of  mounted  infantry, 
trained  by  highly  competent  officers, 
and  they  will  be  doing  much  better 
for  the  country. 

As  to  musketry,  what  can  th^e  new 
levies  learn  about  musketry  in  fourteen 
or  eighteen  days  ]  They  would  have  to 
spend  a  vast  amount  of  time  on  the  rifle 
ranges.  Is  it  to  be  supposed  that  you 
will  get  35,000  men,  accustomed  to 
horseflesh,  who  are  prepared  to  give  th^ 
fourteen  or  eighteen  days,  and  who  in 
addition  would  have  to  spend  a  large 
amount  of  time  in  acquiring  that  know- 
ledge of  musketry  which  is  essential  if 
they  are  to  be  of  any  value  as  mounted 
infantry  ?  I  think  not.  The  right  lion. 
Gentleman  boasted  that  he  obtained 
15,000  Yeomanry.  He  obtained  15,000 
men  whom  he  was  pleased  to  call  Yeo- 
manry, but  who,  for  the  most  part,  were 
I  will  not  say  the  sweepings  of  London, 
but  men  drawn  from  all  sorts  of  classes, 
and  with  reference  to  whom  I  have  had 
all  sorts  of  reports.  We  hear  by  every 
mail  that  they  are  worse  than  useless, 
although  they  have  been  trained  for  six 
months  in  the  face  .of  the  enemy.    It 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1201 


MilUia  and 


{22  July  1901} 


Yeomanry  BUI, 


1202 


may  be  all  very  well  to  train  these  men 
in  the  face  of  the  enemy  when  they  are 
in  a  country  half  as  large  as  Europe,  and 
opposed  by  only  13,000  or  15,000  men, 
but  if  men  of  that  quality  were  put  in 
the  field  against  a  European  force  they 
would  very  soon  be  swept  away.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  he  could  have 
obtained  another  15,000  men.  It  is  a 
great  pity  he  did  not  do  so,  and  send  them 
to  Aldershot  to  be  trained,  so  that  he 
could  have  picked  out  a  certain  number 
when  they  had  reached  a  certain  state 
of  efficiency  and  sent  them  to  South 
Africa.  With  reference  to  the  schools, 
in  my  opinion  it  would  be  far  better, 
instead  of  spending  £300,000  in  keeping 
up  a  force  which  will  be  neither  fish,  flesh, 
fowl,  nor  good  red  herring,  to  devote 
the  money  to  forming  a  school  at  Aider- 
shot  where  you  could  teach  the  duties 
of  mounted  rifles  to  the  most  suitable 
men  in  the  diff'erent  infantry  battaUons 
until  you  had  by  degrees  raised  a  force 
which  would  be  of  some  definite  value  in 
any  war  in  which  you  might  be  engaged 
outside  this  country.  I  have  no  desire 
to  oppose  the  Bill,  because  I  know  it  has 
for  its  object  the  making  of  what  I  may 
call  a  gallant  attempt  to  do  something 
to  remedy  the  wretched  state  in  which 
our  forces  are.  But  in  my  behef,  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  succeeds  in  raising 
this  force,  he  will  raise  a  nondescript 
and  costly  force,  thereby  defeating  the 
object  we  have  in  view — namely,  the 
reform  of  the  Army  on  the  basis  of  giving 
the  people  of  this  country  value  for  their 
money. 

Mr.  O'MARA  (Kilkenny,  S.)  said  that 
the  criticisms  which  had  been  made  in 
the  course  of  this  debate 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty 
Members  were  not  present.  House 
counted,  and  forty  Members  being  found 
present — 

Mr.  O'MARA  (continuing)  said  the 
Government  did  not  need  so  many  Yeo- 
manry, because  they  were  simply  for 
scouting,  and  when  an  enemy  invaded 
this  country  scouting  would  not  be  neces- 
sary. The  criticisms  which  had  been 
passed  by  experts  in  that  House  upon 
this    measure   confirmed    the    truth    of 


what  Napoleon  said  when  he  called 
England  a  nation  of  shopkeepers.  The 
criticisms  which  had  been  made  were 
too  ridiculous  and  absurd  to  need  a  reply 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  and 
they  were  too  absurd  to  occupy  the  time 
of  the  House.  A  second  Bill  had  been 
substituted  for  a  Bill  previously  issued, 
and  he  presumed  that  they  were  now 
dealing  with  the  second  Bill.  To  with- 
draw one  Bill  and  substitute  another  on 
an  important  matter  of  this  kind  after 
only  a  few  weeks  consideration  pointed 
to  great  carelessness  in  the  War  OfiSce. 
The  difi'erence  between  these  two  Bills 
was  that  the  War  OflSce  in  the  first  Bill 
appeared  to  be  in  doubt  whether  the 
officers  of  the  Yeomanry  would  be  in- 
cluded. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guild- 
ford) :  The  draughtsman  was  under  the 
impression  that  the  first  Bill  would  in- 
clude the  officers,  but  this  was  found 
not  to  be  the  case. 

Mr.  O'MARA  said  that  every  man  in 
the  street  knew  that  officers  did  not 
enlist.  The  Yeomanry  recently  recruited 
would  be  perfectly  useless  as  a  military 
force.  The  fact  that  officers  were  omitted 
from  the  first  Bill,  and  only  by  an  after- 
thought included  in  the  second  Bill, 
showed  the  state  of  chaos  the  War  OflSce 
had  got  into.  To  his  mind,  it  was  an 
example  of  the  slipshod  manner  in 
which  the  business  of  the  country  was 
being  done.  The  Estimates  had  been 
presented  in  the  same  way. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  That  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  Bill  before  the  House. 


Mr.  O'MARA :  Yes,  Sir,  but  it  has  to 
do  with  the  manner  in  which  the  War 
Office  has  presented  the  Bill. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  It  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  Bill. 

Mr.  O'MARA  said  he  did  not  want  to 
wander  from  the  point.  This  was  only 
an  example  of  the  way  in  which  the  pre- 
sent Government  had  anticipated  Bills 
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that  were  to  come  before  Parliament.     In 
the  Education  Vote 

*  Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order  !  The 
hon.  Member  must  have  some  regard  to 
ths  Bill  before  the  House. 

Mr.  O'MARA  said  he  wished  to  point 
out  that  the  Government  had  antici- 
pated this  Bill.  It  was  the  outcome  of 
the  Army  reorganisation  scheme,  about 
which  a  great  furore  had  been  raised. 
They  were  told  during  the  General 
Election  that  if  the  present  Government 
were  returned  to  office  they  would  imme- 
diately set  about  the  reorganising  of  the 
Army,  but  so  far  as  he  could  see,  this  Bill 
had  been  absolutely  the  sole  outcome  of 
the  energy  and  the  sublime  genius  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite.  In  the 
resolution  brought  before  the  House  at 
an  earlier  part  of  the  session  it  was  pro- 
p3sed  that  the  establishment  of  the  Yeo- 
manry should  be  raised  to  35,000,  and 
that  they  should  be  apportioned  to  three 
army  corps  which  were  part  of  the  Army 
r3organisation  scheme.  It  was  a  well- 
known  fact  that  before  the  war  broke 
out  the  Yeomanry  nearly  amounted  to 
the  nominal  strength  of  the  establish- 
ment. He  submitted  that  if  the  Army 
was  to  be  continued  on  the  voluntary 
system,  increased  inducements  should 
have  been  offered  to  the  Yeomanry  to 
enlist  in  larger  numbers.  Instead  of 
bringing  in  a  Bill  with  that  object,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  introduced  a 
measure  which  took  away  certain  dis- 
tinct advantages  the  Yeomanry  at  pre- 
sent possessed.  The  Bill  proposed  to 
make  it  compulsory  for  the  men  to 
spend  between  fourteen  and  eighteen 
days  under  canvas  every  year.  If  they 
made  the  Militia  laws  applicable  to  the 
Yeomanry,  they  would  certainly  inter- 
fere with  the  recruiting  of  the  Yeomanry 
when  the  war  was  over.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  could  never  hope  to  recruit 
35,000  men  under  the  voluntary  system 
when  the  war  fever  died  down.  A  great 
wave  of  patriotic  fervour  and  foolishness 
had  passed  over  the  country,  and,  in  his 
opinion,  a  number  of  foolish  men  had  en- 
listed in  the  Yeomanry  and  gone  to  South 
Africa.  He  had  carefully  read  the 
accounts  in  regard  to  that  body.  The 
Yeomanry,   especially  the  later  contin- 
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gents,  collected  from  the  slums  of  the 
large  cities,  were  perfectly  useless  as  a 
military  force.  It  was  stated  in  this 
House  that  three  to  six  months  active 
warfare  had  not  been  sufficient  to  turn 
these  men  into  soldiers.  There  had  been 
constant  examples  of  the  Yeomanry  sur- 
rendering. Everybody  in  the  House 
knew  what  an  utterly  useless  and  hum- 
bugging force  this  was,  and  it  was  pro- 
posed to  spend  more  money  giving  them 
more  training. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
cannot  discuss  the  action  of  the  Yeomanry 
in  South  Africa. 

Mr.  O'MARA  said  he  would  pass 
away  from  that  subject  with  the  remark 
that  if  three  to  six  months  service  did 
not  make  them  capable  soldiers,  he 
did  not  think  the  fourteen  days  train- 
ing proposed  by  the  Bill  would  do  it. 
It  was  proposed  that  the  Bill  should 
come  into  operation  immediately  after 
1st  August.  Those  who  enlisted  in 
the  Yeomanry  after  that  date  would 
not  know  that  there  had  been  a  change 
in  the  law,  and  they  would  suddemy 
find  that  the  conditions  of  enlistment 
were  different  from  those  which  they 
expected.  Before  the  stringent  regula- 
tions proposed  were  put  in  force  a 
notice  should  be  put  in  the  papers,  and 
the  public  should  be  informed  that  the 
Yeomanry  would  no  longer  be  a  purdy 
volunteer  body.  He  would  do  his  best 
to  prevent  the  Bill  passing  into  lav, 
unless  some  provision  was  made  for 
giving  due  notice  to  all  classes  of  people 
who  would  come  under  it  that  the 
changes  in  the  conditions  of  service  had 
taken  place. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  Those  who  have 
listened  to  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Kilkenny  will  see  that  his  speech  needs 
no  reply  from  me.  Members  in  that 
part  of  the  House  usually  address  the 
House  with  great  point  and  humour 
on  the  subjects  which  they  understand^ 
but  the  hon.  Member  has  chosen  a 
field  which  he  obviously  does  not  u»ier- 
stand,  and  has  spoken  of  a  Bill  whieh 
he  has  not  even  taken  the  pains  to 
master.  I  deeply  regret  that  he  has 
made  an  attack  oo  the  YeomaDry  ia 
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South  Africa,  which  is  absolutely  un- 
called for,  and  consists  only  in  his  own 
imagination.  Having  said  that,  I  dismiss 
the  speech,  which  differs  from  other 
speeches  in  that  it  has  not  a  practical 
character,  and  was  not  calculated  in 
any  way  to  influence  the  judgment  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  O'MAEA  :  Mr.  Speaker 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  I  do  not  propose 
to  give  way  to  the  hon.  Member.  As 
regards  the  other  speeches  which  have 
been  made,  I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Forest  of  Dean 
and  one  or  two  others  painted  the 
picture  a  little  too  black.  The  pro- 
positions of  the  Bill  are  two-fold.  In 
the  first  place,  we  desire  to  bring  the 
new  Yeomanry  under  the  Army  Act. 
Lord  Roberts  believes  in  the  Auxiliary 
forces.  Although  we  must  insist  on 
such  an  amount  of  training  as  will 
make  them  fit  for  the  work  they  have 
to  perform,  still  to  ask  men  to  come  up 
for  a  third  week  when  employers  can 
only  afford  to  allow  two  weeks  is  a 
demand  which  we  may  not  find  it  easy 
to  carry  out.  In  any  reasonable  way 
we  are  prepared  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  those  who  can  only  give  a 
certain  amount  of  service.  A  great  deal 
has  been  said  with  regard  to  the  fact 
that  this  is  the  only  proposal  the  Govern- 
ment has  made  for  meeting  the  lack  of 
cavalry  with  our  Auxiliary  forces  in 
this  country.  It  is  an  entire  mistake  to 
suppose  that  if  three  Army  corps  leave 
this  country  fully  equipped  with  cavalry 
brigades  we  should  have  entirely  to 
rely  on  the  Yeomanry  for  the  cavalry 
of  the  remaining  corps.  We  keep  two 
cavalry  brigades  in  England,  and  we 
shall  have  tnis  very  large  body  of  Yeo- 
manry in  addition  to  all  the  reserve 
squadrons  of  the  cavalry  which  has 
gone  out.  I  would  beg  the  House  to 
notice  this,  that  although  there  is  no 
man  in  the  House  who  understands 
more  than  I  do  the  difference  between 
the  trained  cavalry  soldier  and  the 
man  who  has  joined  the  Yeomanry 
and  done  fourteen  days  in  the  year, 
still  I  accept  fully  what  has  fallen 
from  my  hon.  friend  the  Member 
lor  Birkenhead,  who  has  seen  service  in 
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South  Africa,  that,  given  good  oflScers 
and  men  trained  to  ride  and  shoot,  a 
very  short  training  makes  them  a  very 
useful  body  of  men.  That  is  what  we  aim 
at  in  regard  to  this  body  of  Yeomanry, 
whom  we  ask  the  authority  of  the  House 
to  place  under  the  Army  Act.  That 
will  force  the  men  to  cpme  out  for  the 
period  of  training  they  have  undertaken 
to  go  through.  We  want  them  trained 
as  long  as  they  are  to  be  trained,  because 
that  is  the  amount  of  training  which 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  will  make  them  an  effective  force 
for  the  work  they  have  to  do.  At  a 
time  when  we  have  a  great  strain  upon 
us  for  South  Africa,  it  is  a  very  encourag- 
ing feature  to  find  that  every  week  brings 
us  a  fresh  regiment  of  Yeomanry,  and 
I  am  quite  certain  that  those  who  have 
seen  the  Yeomanry  who  are  now  being 
formed,  and  who  will  be  trained  shortly, 
will  think  that  ParUament  has  not 
spent  money  badly  in  making  so  valuable 
an  acquisition  to  our  defensive  forces. 
I  should  be  out  of  order  if  I  went  into 
the  question  at  this  moment,  but  we 
should  not  blind  ourselves  to  the  necessity 
of  having  a  sufficient  Regular  mounted 
infantry.  I  am  fully  aUve  to  the  point 
raised  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Forest  of  Dean  in  this 
respect,  although  I  must  take  leave  to 
say  that  his  speeches  have  one  great 
note  of  similarity  in  them — ^that  he  in- 
variably begins  to  complain  of  the  ex- 
pense which  we  incur,  and  ends  by 
proposing  that  we  should  have  a  much 
larger  bixiy  of  Regular  forces.  We 
cannot  in  this  country  expect  to  keep 
the  enormous  body  of  Regular  mounted 
troops  which  are  necessary  to  provide 
mounted  forces  for  all  our  AuxiUary 
forces.  We  must  rely  to  a  considerable 
extent  on  Auxiliary  mounted  forces. 
This  is  the  principle  which  has  been  laid 
down  in  the  Estimates  of  the  year.  That 
also  is  the  principle  which  we  ask  ParUa- 
ment to  support  by  giving  us  the  power 
to  see  that  the  men  who  have  under- 
taken to  train  shall  do  so  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Army  Act.  Then  one 
word  as  to  the  MiUtia  artillery.  We  have 
asked  for  power  to  train  the  Militia 
artillery  for  eighty-four  days.  Every 
Militia  battery  of  field  artillery  makes 
it   unnecessary   to   keep   a    battery   of 
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Regular  artillery  at  home.  We  have — 
and  I  give  full  credit  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Forest 
of  Dean  for  the  persistency  with  which 
he  has  urged  the  necessity  of  increasing 
the  artillery — raised  a  very  large  number 
of  batteries  of  Regular  artillery  in  the 
last  two  years,  but  to  complete  the  six 
army  corps  we  are  obUged  to  add  a 
certain  number  of  Volunteer  and  Militia 
artillery.  The  experience  of  our  in- 
specting officers  in  regard  to  the  experi- 
ments already  made  has  been  that  in 
the  case  of  those  batteries  that  have 
been  tried  of  Militia  artillery,  excellent 
results  have  been  obtained.  Of  course, 
during  the  present  year  we  are  able  to 
embody  Militia  artillery  for  such  a  period 
as  is  required,  because  the  Militia  is 
embodied.  In  a  subsequent  year  we 
could  not  keep  them  out  beyond  fifty-six 
days  without  the  special  authority  of 
Parliament.  We  do  not  propose  to  bring 
any  man  under  this  liability  who  has 
not  voluntarily  undertaken  it.  It  may 
be  that  we  shall  have  in  some  way  to 
oflfer  special  terms  to  those  who  do  under- 
take it,  but  we  mean  to  have  field  artillery 
somehow,  and  we  believe  that  the  Militia 
affords  the  best  means  of  getting  it, 
except  in  the  case  of  some  isolated  bat- 
teries of  Volunteers.  I  ask  the  House 
to  give  us  the  Second  Reading  of  this 
Bill,  which  is  a  modest  measure,  which 
asks  no  one  to  undertake  anything  unless 
he  desires  to  do  so,  but  gives  you  facilities 
for  the  training  of  men  which  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief considers  necessary,  and 
which  carries  out  the  wish  of  this  House 
that  we  should,  so  long  as  we  can,  avoid 
resorting  to  compulsion  for  the  defence 
of  this  country,  and  which  at  the  same 
time  endeavours  to  give  us  forces  that 
will  be  efficient ;  and  I  ask  the  House  not 
to  nullify  the  Votes  which  it  has  given 
previously  for  defensive  purposes  by 
depriving  us  of  the  strength  in  the  arms 
of  artillery  and  cavalry  of  which  we  have 
need. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  WARNER  (Staf- 
fordshire, Lichfield)  said  there  were  one 
or  two  points  he  would  like  to  know 
about.  There  were,  no  doubt,  good 
points  in  the  Bill,  and  they  thoroughly 
recognised  the  efforts  made  to  provide 
artillery  and  cavalry  for  the  Auxiliary 
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forces,  which  had  never  been  made  up 
to  the  present  time.  With  regard  to  the 
use  of  the  word  "  Imperial,"  he  would  hke 
to  add  his  voice  to  those  of  the  gentlemen 
who  had  already  spoken,  and  to  say  that 
it  shouU  not  be  given  to  any  corps  whose 
services  are  restricted  to  the  British  Isles. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  the  Yeomanry 
and  Militia  were  restricted  to  the  British 
Isles  if  they  did  not  volunteer  for  service 
abroad.  He  had  always  thought  that 
we  should  have  done  better  if  one  battery 
where  there  were  four  batteries  had  been 
enlisted  for  Imperial  service — in  other 
words,  service  anywhere  within  the  Im- 
perial dominions  of  the  King. '  It  would 
have  saved  an  immense  deal  of  money 
and  an  immense  deal  of  trouble  on  the 
outbreak  of  war.  He  hoped  that  next 
year  a  Bill  would  be  introduced  to  allow 
special  corps  of  Yeomanry  and  Militia 
to  be  recruited  which  might  be  ordered 
abroad  on  the  outbreak  of  war.  He  was 
sorry  that  such  a  provision  was  not  in 
this  Bill.  It  had  been  said  that  scouting 
was  easier  to  learn  than  barrack  square 
drill.  That  was  a  mistake  ;  it  was  infi- 
nitely more  difficult  to  learn,  as  had  been 
shown  in  South  Africa ;  and  if  the 
cavalry  had  devoted  more  time  to  that 
kind  of  work  and  less  to  barrack  square 
drill  they  would  have  been  much  more 
efficient.  It  was  quite  true  that  the 
Yeomanry  corps,  in  spite  of  their  deficient 
training,  had  done  splendid  escort  work. 
But  it  must  be  remembered  that  our 
troops  in  South  Africa  had  never  had 
regular  cavalry  against  them.  Though 
the  Boers'  Were  very  good  mounted  in- 
fantry, it  would  have  been  very  much 
worse  for  our  troops  had  they  had  regular 
cavalry.  He  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  raising  the  Yeomanry 
would  not  take  officers  and  men  from 
the  Militia,  where  they  were  too  scarce  at 
present,  and  that  a  little  more  would  be 
done  to  encourage  the  Militia  than  had 
been  done  in  the  past. 

Mr.  YOUNGER  (Lincolnshire,  Stam- 
ford) said  he  wanted  to  say  a  few  words 
on  that  part  of  the  Bill  which  dealt  with 
the  time  of  the  Yeomanry  training. 
Last  year  when  he  was  out  training 
there  were  hard  and  fast  regulations  in 
regard  to  periods  of  leave.  That  had 
proved  rather  a  drawback  in  many  cases, 
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iand  he  would  press  on  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  grant  a  little  more  elas- 
ticity to  commanding  and  squadron 
•officers  in  granting  leave,  which  was  a 
matter  of  great  importance  to  their  very 
best  men.  They  were  as  a  rule  large 
iarmers,  they  had  weekly  bills  to  pay, 
and  it  was  absolutely  necessary  for 
them  to  have  the  privilege  to  go  home 
at  the  end  of  the  week,  to  Took  after  their 
business,  and  to  pay  their  men.  These 
were  the  men  they  were  anxious  to  keep 
in  the  regiment,  but  they  would  find  it 
•difficult  to  do  so  unless  they  had  such 
leave.  He  was  sure  that  the  discretion 
of  the  commanding  and  squadron  officers 
in  regard  to  leave  would  not  be  abused. 
His  experience  of  the  Yeomanry  was 
that  they  could  not  do  more  than  four- 
teen days  training.  In  his  own  squadron 
he  had  men  who  lived  in  towns,  clerks 
and  shop  assistants,  who  could  not  pos- 
sibly get  away  for  more  than  fourteen 
days.  In  fact,  that  was  the  whole  of 
their  holiday,  and  it  was  to  their  credit 
that  they  devoted  the  whole  of  their 
holiday  to  acquiring  military  training. 
All  were  agreed  that  it  was  most  essen- 
tial that  the  Yeomanry  officers  should 
know  their  duties,  and  whatever  facilities 
the  Government  could  give  to  these 
Yeomanry  oflBcers  to  acquire  more  know- 
ledge would  be  very  much  welcomed. 
He  understood  that  it  was  the  intention 
to  re-open  the  old  schools  of  instruction, 
but  he  thought  greater  facilities  should 
be  given  to  the  Yeomanry  officers  to 
attend  the  autumn  manoeuvres,  which 
would  be  a  great  advantage  to  them. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Yeomanry  officer 
had  quite  as  much  to  learn  as  a  Begular 
cavalry  officer.  Some  recognition  should 
be  given  to  those  who  showed  special 
aptitude  for  their  work,  or  who  passed 
a  certain  standard  of  efficiency. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.) 
said  that  to  propose  to  grant  leave  to 
officers  and  men  to  attend  to  their  private 
business  was  a  rather  inconsistent  way 
of  setting  up  a  grand  new  force  for  the 
defence  of  the  country.  The  Irish  repre- 
sentativei  were  quite  as  much  entitled 
to  express  their  opinion  on  the  proposals 
of  the  (Government  as  any  other  section 
of  the  House,  and  when  they  did  so,  even 
although  their  opinions  might  not  be 
palataUe  to  the  representatives  of  the 


Grovernment,  it  was  not  exactly  creditable 
to  the  members  of  the  Government  to 
dismiss  their  comments  in  the  way  the 
Secretary  for  War  had  done.  Such 
tactics  on  the  part  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, he  could  assure  him,  did  not  tend 
to  shut  their  mouths.  They  did  not  care 
a  pin  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  pleased  with  their  comments  or  not, 
but  they  intended  to  express  them  all  the 
same.  He  presumed  that  this  Bill  was 
introduced  by  the  Government  as  one 
part  of  their  great  scheme  of  Army  reform. 
This  had  been  a  war  session  in  every 
sense  of  the  word.  They  had  had  dis- 
cussions on  all  the  phases  of  the  war,  and 
they  had  had  promises  of  the  most  elabo- 
rate character  as  to  the  complete  reform 
of  the  Army  service,  and  the  complete 
clearing  out  of  the  War  Office.  Was  it 
in  fulfilment  of  these  promises  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  brought 
forward  this  modest  Bill  1  The  parent 
of  a  measure  was  always  anxious  to 
describe  it  in  the  best  way  he  could  for 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  but  as 
an  Irish  Member  there  were  certain 
features  of  this  Bill  in  regard  to  which 
they  were  entitled  to  express  their 
opinion,  and  to  criticise  the  effects  of  the 
measure  on  the  country  which  they 
represented.  He  did  not  propose  to  go  into 
the  question  of  the  Yeomanry,  although 
the  English  Yeomanry  were  identified 
with  the  very  worst  forms  of  oppression 
in  Ireland,  and  their  name  was  detested 
by  the  Irish  people  to  this  day,  since  they 
were  used  to  scourge  the  Irish  people  in 
1798.  He  was  glad  to  know  that  the 
Yeomanry  corps  were  not  to  be  extended 
to  Ireland.  The  only  so-called  Yeomanry 
which  had  been  sent  out  from  their 
coimtry  to  South  Africa  had  been 
gathered  together  by  Lord  Longford,  and 
they  had  distinguished  themselves  by  the 
most  disgraceful  proceedings.  What  he 
was  concerned  about  in  this  Bill  was  the 
second  clause,  which  proposed  to  extend 
from  the  1st  August  in  the  present  year 
the  period  of  Militia  artillery  training  to  a 
period  not  exceeding  eighty-four  days. 
He  was  no  admirer  of  the  Militia  system 
in  Ireland.  He  thought  it  was  a  vicious 
sjTstem.  It  took  the  Irish  agricultural 
labourers  away  from  their  work  into 
camps,  some  to  the  Curragh,  some  to 
county  Kerry,  and  some  to  county  Done- 
gal, where  neither  their  capabilities  ^to 
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work  nor  their  moral  and  physical  train- 
ing was  improved.  These  men  were,  for 
the  most  part,  uneducated  agricultural 
labourers,  who  did  not  know  the  con- 
ditions of  their  enlistment,  and  they  were 
no  great  credit  to  their  country ;  but 
the  effects  of  the  system  were  to  de- 
teriorate them,  and  they  returned  to 
their  homes  worse  men  than  when  they 
went  away,  even  only  after  twenty-eight 
days  training.  For  that  reason  he  ob- 
jected very  strongly  to  increasing  the 
period  of  training.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  dealt  at  considerable  length 
with  the  voluntary  system  of  enlistment 
in  the  Army,  and  said  that  as  long  as  this 
country  confined  itself  to  the  voluntary 
B3^tem,  some  such  steps  as  were  proposed 
by  the  Bill  would  have  to  be  given  effect 
to.  That  might  be  true,  and  if  he  would 
confine  the  operation  of  the  Bill  to  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  and  exclude  Ireland 
from  its  scope,  and  also  exclude  Ireland 
from  paying  any  portion  of  the  cost,  then 
the  criticism  of  the  Irish  Members  would 
not  be  as  pointed  as  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman might  find  it  to  be  during  the 
course  of  the  passage  of  the  Bill.  The 
Militia  system,  they  contended,  was 
unfair  in  two  ways ;  it  took  the  men 
away  from  their  natural  occupations — 
and  he  was  glad  to  know  that  they  got 
fewer  and  fewer  every  year — and  it  sent 
them  back  to  their  homes  worse  men 
than  when  they  went  away  to  camp.  If 
this  was  part  of  the  great  scheme  of  Army 
reform,  which  had  been  introduced  with 
so  many  grandiloquent  phrases,  it  illus- 
trated the  truth  of  the  old  Latin  fable, 
Parttiriunt  monteSy  nascitur  ridiculus  mus 
— the  mountain  laboured,  and  there  came 
forth  a  little  mouse!  The  Government 
had  startled  the  whole  country  with  their 
glowing  periods  as  to  the  way  they  were 
going  to  reform  the  Army  system,  and 
here  was  a  miserable  little^attempt  at  the 
fag  end  of  the  session  which  had  nothing 
to  commend  it  to  the  sensible  views  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  except  the  fact  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War,  in  his  anxiety  to  give 
some  apparent  effect  to  his  promises,  had 
produced  a  Bill  which  would  not  accom- 
plish that  which  he  desired,  but  only  still 
further  prove  that  the  management  of  the 
War  Office  and  of  the  Army  was,  as  at 
present  constituted,  a  huge  and  screaming 
farce. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Fanell 


♦Colonel  LEGGE  (St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square)  said  that  aithougli 
this  was  a  very  short,  it  was  a  very  im- 
portant Bill,  because  it  changed  the 
whole  status  of  the  Yeomanry.  Hitherto 
the  Yeomanry  were  enlisted  under  the 
Act  of  (Jeorge  III.  for  a  period  of  three 
years.  But  they  were  now  to  be  brought 
under  the  Militia  Act  of  1882.  The 
terms  of  service  would  be  the  same  ^ 
that  of  the  Mihtia — namely,  six  years— 
with  two  modifications.  The  first  was 
that  whereas  the  preUminary  training 
of  the  Militia  recruits  was  for  a  period 
oi  six  months,  that  provision  was  not  to 
apply  to  the  Yeomanry.  The  second 
modification  was  that  the  period  of 
annual  training  of  the  Yeomanry  was  to 
be  for  not  less  than  fourteen  days  and 
not  more  than  eighteen  days.  Practi- 
cally, in  fact,  the  Yeomanry  would  be 
mounted  Militia.  He  had  had  consider- 
able experience  in  the  training  of  both 
infantry  and  cavalry  officers  and  men, 
and  knew  very  well  that  it  took  verr 
much  longer  to  make  a  cavalry  soldier 
than  an  infantry  soldier,  yet  in  the  BilE 
it  was  proposed  that  Yeomanry,  or 
mounted  Militia,  were  to  receive  no 
preUminary  training  whatever,  and 
only  from  fourteen  to  eighteen  dap 
annual  training,  while  a  good  many 
Yeomanry  officers  said  that  that 
was  more  time  than  the  men  could 
give.  He  wished  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  would  explain  how 
he  proposed  to  render  these  mounted 
men  efficient  with  such  a  Umited  amount 
of  training.  It  would  take  the  Yeo- 
manry twenty-six  years  to  get  the  same 
amount  of  training  as  the  Militia  received 
in  six  years. 

Mr.  TOMKINSON  (Cheshire,  Crewe)^ 
said  that,  speaking  from  thirty-five 
years  experience  of  the  Yeomanry,  he 
thought  that  it  was  possible  to  make  s 
cavalry  soldier  with  fourteen  days  annual^ 
training.  It  was  an  undoubted  fact  that 
officers  of  the  Regular  Army,  from  the 
Commander-in-Chief  downwards,  came 
down  to  see  the  Cheshire  Yeomanry,  and' 
without  exception  they  expressed  an 
unqualified  approval  of  that  corps  and 
their  astonishment  at  the  efficiency 
which  had  been  attained  in  the  limited' 
time  of  training.    It  wa&JtftJbe  remem- 

Digitized  by ' 


1213 


Militia  and 


(22  July  1901} 


Yeomanry  BiU. 


12U 


ibered  that  the  greater  proportion  of  the 
Yeomanry  came  out  year  after  year,  and 
although  they  did  not  always  commence 
their  week's  training  at  the  same  point, 
their  inteUigence  and  enthusiasm  pro- 
duced extraordinary  results.  Their 
riding  was  first  class,  their  shooting  at 
all  points  good,  and  they  formed  an 
efficient  force,  available  for  regular  duty 
when  called  upon.  Inasmuch  as  under  the 
proposed  regulations  they  should  have  a^ 
least  fourteen  days  in  camp,  he  had  a 
«till  better  opinion  of  what  the  efficiency  of 
the  force  would  be.  Experience  of  the  last 
two  years  out  in  camp,  with  their  horses 
picketed  in  wild,  open  country,  instead 
of  in  the  county  town,  which  gave  them 
Admirable  opportunities  for  learning 
outpost  duty  and  reconnaisance,  con- 
vinced him  that  the  system  proposed  by 
the  Bill,  if  carried  out  and  adhered  to, 
would  achieve  the  most  satisfactory 
results.  He  could  not  agree  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  Lincoln,  that  any  relaxa- 
tion in  the  matter  of  leave  should  be 
given  in  time  of  training.  It  was  the 
looseness  of  the  training  and  the  ease 
with  which  farmers  got  away  on  leave 
which  had  been  one  of  the  direct  draw- 
backs to  efficiency  in  the  past,  and  made 
them  to  some  extent  only  a  force  on 
paper.  This  Bill  would  bring  every  man 
under  the  same  strict  regulations  in  the 
future.  It  might  increase  the  difficulty 
of  obtaining  recruits,  but  it  would  make 
^hem  a  real  force. 

*  General  LAURIE  {Pembroke  and 
Haverfordwest) :  This  Bill  practically  re- 
models one  branch  of  our  forces,  and 
actually  creates  another.  Years  ago  I 
had  considerable  experience  in  doing 
practically  the  same  work,  namely,  in 
assisting  in  remodeUing  the  cavalry  of  the 
Canadian  Militia,  and  in  the  organising 
of  the  field  batteries  of  that  Militia  for 
the  first  time.  Our  experience  was  that 
it  was  a  great  advantage  to  put  the  men 
into  camp,  where  they  could  devote 
iihemselves  to  their  work  far  better  than 
in  billets.  We  went  even  further,  and 
we  treated  the  men  in  every  way 
-^  soldiers  on  active  service.  There 
were  no  marquees  and  no  caterers, 
but  ordinary  military  messing,  and  the 
result  was  that  the  men  were  very  effi- 
-eient  when  they  were  required.  With 
regard  to  artillery,  eighty-four  days  are 


laid  down.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
that  number  is  either  too  small  or  too 
great ;  it  will  not  be  a  success  with  horses 
hired  haphazard.  Our  experience  was 
that  where  a  man  brought  in  his  horses, 
which  he  knew  he  could  drive  and  formed 
with  two  comrades  a  gun  team,  they 
worked  together  very  soon.-  But  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  average  artillery  officer 
will  tell  you  that  you  cannot  get  three 
men  picked  haphazard  and  six  horses 
and  make  them  into  a  gun  team  in  eighty- 
four  days.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Cana- 
dian artillery  went  into  camp  for  sixteen 
days,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  were 
able  to  do  their  work.  They  might  not 
of  course  have  been  fit  for  the  Horse 
Guards  parade,  but  they  were  fit  for 
practical  work.  Who  relieved  Mafe- 
king  ?  Three  batteries  of  the  Canadian 
artillery  were  among  the  leading  troops 
into  Maf eking,  and  were  found  most 
efficient.  If  a  man  brings  in  his 
own  horses  he  will  not  take  eighty-four 
days  to  learn  the  work  ;  if  he  does  not 
bring  in  his  own  horses  he  cannot  become 
efficient  in  that  time.  Non-commissioned 
officers  No.  1  of  guns  require  a  longer 
training,  and  a  much  shorter  training  will 
turn  out  a  field  gunner.  I  think  it  will  be 
found  necessary  to  differentiate,  and  give 
a  certain  proportion  of  the  men  a  longer 
training  than  others  ;  to  establish  schools 
for  non-commissioned  officers,  and  to 
induce  the  men  to  bring  their  own  horses. 
Our  experience  in  Canada  was  that  that 
was  the  way  to  obtain  an  effective  Militia 
field  artillery,  and  that  is  what  is  wanted. 

Mr.  TXJLLY  (Leitrim.  S.)  said  that 
hon.  Members  opposite  objected  to  Irish 
Members  speaking  on  such  a  Bill,  but 
they  did  not  object  to  making  Ireland 
pay  part  of  the  expense.  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  described  it  as  a  Bill 
to  set  up  one  branch  of  the  service  and  to 
do  away  with  another. 

*  General  LAURIE :   To  remodel  one 
branch  and  to  organise  another. 

Mr.  TULLY  said  that  that  was  not  the 
impression  which  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman's  statement  conveyed  to  him. 
The  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  put  the 
Yeomanry  under  the  same  conditions 
as  the  Militia  ;  but  if  that  were  done  they 
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would  neither  have  cavalry  nor  mounted 
infantry.  In  his  opinion  the  35,000 
men  to  be  enrolled  under  the  Bill  at  5s. 
a  day  were  simply  35,000  voters  for  the 
Tory  party,  and  that  being  one  of  the 
objects  of  the  Bill,  he  would  oppose  it  as 
far  fis  he  could.  The  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  said  that  the  Army  should  be 
composed  of  professional  men,  and  that 
experts  were  what  were  required. 
The  Boers  were  all  experts  with  the  rifle, 
and  consequently  a  small  army  of  25,000 
men  were  able  to  hang  up  a  British  army 
of  300,000  men  who  were  not  experts. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  not  get 
an  army  of  experts  by  enrolling  tinselled 
things  like  the  Yeomanry  and  Volunteers. 
He  was  only  creating  new  swarms  of  in- 
efficient men,  after  the  manner  of  the 
Chinese,  and  when  the  time  came  to  test 
them  they  would  prove  to  be  of  no  use. 
The  motto  of  the  Irish  Yeomanry  in 
Ireland  was  **  No  surrender,"  but  in 
South  Africa  they  changed  it  to  **No 
surrender  except  to  the  Boers.*'  The 
Bill  had  not  been  justified  by  any  argu- 
ment he  had  heard  from  any  of  the 
military  experts.  It  was  quite  ridiculous 
to  imagine  that  by  paying  the  Yeomanry 
5s.  a  day,  and  taking  them  out  for  a 
period  of  ten  days  every  year,  they  could 
be  converted  into  any  kind  of  fighting 
material.  The  money  would  be  simply 
wasted.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Grentle- 
man  opposite  referred  to  the  relief  of 
Mafeking.  He  thought  that  that  had 
been  played  out,  and  that  nobody  now 
believed  in  that  bogus  siege  and  Barnum 


business.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man asked  the  House  to  adopt  the  Bill 
on  the  ground  that  the  Canadian  Militia 
helped  to  relieve  Mafeking.  He  thought 
that  was  drawing  too  much  on  the  credu- 
lity of  hon.  Members.  Another  point  was 
that  Yeomanry  were  not  permitted  in 
Ireland,  although  he  was  not  very 
anxious  about  that,  but  Nationalists 
would  not  be  allowed  to  be  trained  to  the 
use  of  the  rifle.  Of  course  the  SoUcitor 
General  for  England  would  not  listen  to 
any  such  suggestion  as  that.  Volunteers 
would  also  not  be  permitted  in  Ireland,, 
and  the  only  privilege  given  to  that 
country  was  the  privilege  of  contributing 
to  the  expense.     He  thought  that  was  a 

Kint  which  deserved  consideration.  If 
»land  had  to  pay,  it  ought  to  receive 

some    advantage ;     if    Ireland    received 

no  advantage,  why  should  Ireland  pay ! 

An  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  described 
I  the  wonderful  Yeomanry  to  be  set  up 
\  under  the  Bill  as  gentleman  who  went 
I  home  for  a  week  -  end  to  pay  their 
'  labourers.  That  to  his  mind  was  merely 
I  pic-nicing  and  going  on  a  kind  of 
I  **  beano."  If  English  farmers  were  to 
j  have    '*  beanos  "    he    thought  England 

ought  to  pay  for  them.  On  those 
I  grounds  he  would  o'ppose  the  Bill  at 
,  every  step. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :  Ayes,  222  ;  Noe6„ 
59.    (Division  List  No.  347.) 


Acland-Hood,Capt.Sir  Alex.  F. 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
A8quith,Rt.Hn.  Herbert  Henry 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,  Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,Rt.Hon.A.J.(Manch'r 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.B.  (Hornsey) 
Balf  our,RtHnGeTaldW.  ( Leeds 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Bathur8t,Hon.  AllenBenjamin 
Beach,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bn8tol) 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Bowle8,T.Qibson(King'sLynn) 

Mr.  TuUy. 


AYES 

Braasey,  Albert 
Brigg,  John 

Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
BuUard,  Sir  Harry 
Butcher,  John  George 
Caldwell,  James 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.(Derbyshire 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hon.J.(Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  Austen(Worc*r 
Charrinffton,  Spencer 
ChurchiU,  Winston  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A  £. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,SirJohnCharlesReady 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron(Glasgow) 


Corbett,  T.  L.  (Dowm,  North) 
Craiff,  Robert  Hunter 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Crombie,  John  William 
CrossL  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
CroBsIey^Sir  Savile 
Cubitt,.Hon.  Henry 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davenport,  William  Bromley- 
Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Davie8,M.  Vaughan-(CardigaD 
De  war,  John  A.  (Inyemess-sh.) 
Dewar.T.R.(T*rH*mlet8,S.Geo. 
Dickson,  Sir  Charles  Soott 
Dimsdale,  Sir  Joseph  Cockfield 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
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Durning-Lawrence,  SirEdwio 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 
Emmott,  Alfred 
FelloweSfHon.  AilwynEdward 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Finch,  George  H. 
Flnlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fir  bank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fitzroy,Hon.  Edward  Algernon 
Fo8ter,Phihj>S.(Warwick,S.W. 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
FuUer.J.  BLF. 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gibb8,Hn.A.G.H.(CityofLond. 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Grodson,  Sir  Augustus  Frederick 
Oordon,Hn.J.  E.  ( El^n&Nairn 
Gordon,MajEvans-(T'rH'ml'ts 
Gore,HnG.R.C.Ormsby.(Salop 
Gore,Hon.  S.F.Ormsby-dJno.) 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Go8ohen,Hon.George  Joachim 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,SirEW(B'ryS.Edm'nd8 
Hamflton,RtHnLordG(Midd*x 
Hanbury,Rt.Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Hardy,Laurenoe(Kent,A8hrrd 
Harinsworth,  R.  Leicester 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 
HayncRt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hayter,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Heath,  Arthur  H.  (Hanley) 
Heath,  James  (Staflfords,  N.W.) 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Holland,  William  Henry 
HopeJ.F.(Sheffield,Brightside 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Hoult,  Jose{^ 

Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks,  N.R.) 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  William  (Camaryonsh. 
Kenyon-Slaney,  CoL  W.  (Salop. 
Kinlock,  Sir  John  George  S. 
Lambert,  George 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
LaylandBarratt,  Francis 
Lee,  ArthurH.  (Hants,Fareham 
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Le^e,  CoL  Hon.  Heaeage 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Leveson-Gower,  Frederick  N.S. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  Chas.  W.  (Evesham 
Long,RtHn. Walter  (Bristol. S.) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  CoL  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
^(acdona,  John  Gumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M* Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M* Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'lver,  Sir  L.  (Edinburgh,  W.) 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewb 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
More,  Robt.  J.  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,DavidJ(Walthamstow 
Morrell,  Geoige  Herbert 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Morton.  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Muntz,  rhilip  A. 
Murray  ,RtHnA.Graham(  Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
0*Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Reid,  James  (Greetiook) 
Renwick,  George 
Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ridley,S.Forde(BethnalGreen) 
Rigg,  Richard 

Ritchie,  Rt  Hn.Chas.Thom8on 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
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Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 
Round,  James 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Seely,Capt.J.E.B.(IsleofWight> 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse; 
Samuel,  S.M.  (Whitechapel; 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Smith,  AbelH.  (Hertford,  East) 
Smith,  JamesParker(Lanarks.  > 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.(Strand' 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Spencer  ,RtHnC.R.  (Northants 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strachey,  Edward 
Stroyan,  John 

Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,RtHn.J.G.(Oxf'dUniv.> 
Taylor,  Theodore  Cooke 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomkinson,  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tufnell,  Lieut.-Col.  Edward 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  K 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webb,  Colonel  William  George 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R  ' 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (HaUfax^ 
Whit  more,  Charles  Algernon 
Wilbughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wills,  §r  Frederick 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worcestersh.N.) 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.  H.(  Yorks.) 
Wodehou8e,Rt.Hn.E.R.(Bath> 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  Rt  Hn.  C.  B.^Stuart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Younffer,  William 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tillers  for  the  Aybs — 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Ambrose,  Robert 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Bell,  Richard 

Boland,  John 

Bolion,  Thomas  Dolling 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

Burns,  John 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,''S.) 

Channing,  Francis  Allston ' 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

CuUinan,  J. 

Delany,  William 


NOES. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 
Duffy,  William  J. 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Farrell,  James  Patrick 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Guhooly,  James 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Jones,  David  B.  (Swansea) 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Lloyd-George,  David 


Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 

MsM^Neill,  John  Gordon  Swift. 

M'Dermott  Patrick 

Murphy,  John 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 

0'Brien,Kendal(TipperaryMid 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 

O  Connor,  Jas.  (Wicklow,  W.) 

O'DonnelK  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 

0*Dowd,  John 

O'KeUy,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
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C  Kelly,  Jame8(  Roscommon,  N 
O'MaUey,  WUliam 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Reddy,  M. 
Redmond,  John£.(Waterford) 


Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion)    ' 
Roberts,  John  H.  ( Denbigh  s.) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sinolair,CaptJohn(Forfar8hire 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Sullivan,  Donal 
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Thomas,  David  A.  (Mcrthyr) 
Tully,  Jasper 

Whittaker,  Thomas  Pahnei 
Young.  Samuel 

Tellers  fob  ths  Noes— Mr. 
Patrick  O'Brien  and  Mr. 
William  Abraham  (Cork) 


Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  to-morrow. 


ALKALI,  ETC.,   WORKS  REGULATION 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned 
debate  on  Question  [8th  July],  **  That 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 

Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) 
said  that  there  had  been  no  attempt  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  to  explain 
the  Bill.  In  1863  Parliament  for  the 
first  time  passed  an  Act  with  a  view  to 
protecting  the  public  against  the  dis- 
charge of  noxious  gases  from  alkali  works. 
In  1874  the  law  was  extended  to  addi- 
tional works.  In  1878  the  matter  was 
the  subject  of  a  Royal  Commission,  and  in 
1881,  on  the  Report  of  that  Commission, 
an  Act  was  passed  which  practically  the 
present  Bill  sought  to  amend.  In  1892 
a  number  of  additional  works  were  put 
under  the  Act  of  1881,  and  with  the 
exception  of  the  Act  of  1892,  the  Act  of 
1881  remained  without  alteration.  The 
present  Bill  sought  to  amend  the  law  in 
some  very  important  particulars,  and  he 
noticed  that  it  was  very  peculiar  in  its 
construction.  It  was  drafted  in  a  most 
unusual  and  most  unbusinesslike  fashion. 
It  sought  in  one  clause  to  amend  four 
different  sections  of  the  Act  of  1881, 
two  of  which  related  to  Part  1  and  two 
to  Part  2  of  the  Act.  That  was  not  a 
practical  method  of  dealing  with  the 
matter.  There  was  no  reason  whatever 
why  each  section  should  not  be  amended 
separately,  and  the  Government  had 
introduced  a  certain  amount  of  confusion, 
because  they  thought  they  could  get  a 
single  clause  Bill  more  quickly  through 
the  House.  He  recognised  at  once  the 
importance  to  the  country  of  manufac- 
tures of  this  kind,  even  if  they  might 
give  off  obnoxious  and  offensive  gases, 


because  it  was  good  that  we  should  have 
varied  employment  for  the  working 
classes  of  this  country ;  but  on  the  other 
hand,  the  State  had  its  duty  to  perform 
towards  the  general  public.  He  laid 
down  the  general  principle  that  while  the 
State  should  protect  these  manufactures 
so  far  as  it  was  necessary  to  ensure  the 
working  of  a  particular  manufacture, 
yet  on  the  other  hand  everything  should 
be  done  that  could  be  done  consistently 
with  commercial  profit  to  protect  the 
public  from  obnoxious  or  offensive  fumes. 
The  present  Bill  was  to  amend  Clauses 
3  and  4  of  the  Act  of  1881,  and  it  further 
amended  Clauses  8  and  9  of  the  same 
Act,  which  related  to  sulphuric  acid 
works.  With  regard  to  alkali  and  other 
works  embraced  in  Section  3  of  the  Act 
of  1881,  the  Bill  did  not  in  any  way  alter 
S\ib-section  A  of  that  section,  but  when 
they  came  to  Sub-section  2,  which  amends 
Sub-section  4  of  the  Act  of  1881, 
muriatic  acid  was  mentioned  for  the  first 
time.  The  Bill  did  not  really  intend  to 
make  any  change  in  the  existing  law  with 
regard  to  the  escape  of  muriatic  acid  into 
the  atmosphere,  and  the  introduction  of 
Sub-section  2  in  the  clause  of  the  Bill  did 
not,  so  far  as  muriatic  acid  was  concerned, 
inflict  any  hardship  whatever  upon  the 
trade.  The  amount  of  condensation 
by  statute  was  fixed  at  95  per  cent.,  but 
if  they  looked  into  the  reports  of  the 
local  inspectors  they  would  find  that  the 
average  condensation  was  only  90*53, 
so  that  the  requirement  of  the  Act  was 
by  no  means  a  stringent  requirement, 
as  the  working  of  the  Act  for  the 
last  twenty  years  had  shown.  As 
regarded  the  amount  of  muriatic  acid 
which  escaped  in  the  coal  and  other 
gases,  the  amount  was  fixed  by  the 
statute  at  one-fifth  part  of  a  grain, 
but  the  average  as  shown  by  the  in* 
spectors*  reports  was  one-fourth  below 
the  statutory  limit.  From  that  it  would 
appear  that  the  statutory  limit  which 
was  introduced  into  the  Act  of  1874,  and 
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retained  in  the  Act  of  1881,  and  which 
it  was  not  now  proposed  to  alter  by 
this  Bill,  was  an  exceedingly  low  one, 
and  he  suggested  that  advantage  should 
be  taken  of  this  amendment  of  the  law 
in  order  to  raise  the  limit,  for  this  reason, 
that  when  ParUament  introduced  re- 
iStrictions  in  the  process  of  manufacture 
it  necessarily  took  a  low  average,  but 
OS  the  work  of  manufacture  went  on, 
it  was  generaUy  shown  that  the  Umit 
stated  in  the  Act  might  be  considerably 
raised. 

With  regard  to  breaches  of  the  Act, 
it  would  be  generally  found  that  any 
breach  which  arose  was  entirely  due 
to  preventable  causes;  it  was  simply 
•a  question  of  carrying  on  the  process 
■of  manufacture  with  a  proper  amount  of 
plant,  and  keeping  that  plant  in  proper 
•order.  With  regard  to  muriatic  acid, 
iour  serious  dUfficulties  had  arisen. 
(Laughter.]  Hon.  Members  laughed,  but 
if  they  lived  in  localities  where  these 
noxious  fumes  were  escaping  they  would 
find  that  this  subject  affected  a  great 
many  more  people  than  they  imagined. 
•Under  Sub-section  B,  Section  3,  of  the 
Act  of  1881,  which  it  was  proposed  to 
amend,  the  test  was  the  escape  of  the 
«cid  gas  into  the  atmosphere;  the  Bill 
proposed  to  make  a  new  test.  He  would 
like  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  to  say  what  benefit  the  people 
"w^ere  supposed  to  receive  from  the  pro- 
posed change  in  the  law.  Theoretically 
it  might  be  said  that  the  Bill  was  an 
improvement  of  the  law  in  the  public 
interest,  in  the  respect  that,  when 
residual  gases  were  tested  before  their 
admixture  with  other  gases,  the  test 
i^as  more  severe  than  if  made 
after  those  residual  gases  had  escaped 
into  the  atmosphere.  But  there  were 
other  escapes  from  these  factories.  In 
the  process  of  the  manufacture  of  sul- 
phuric acid  there  was  the  escape  of  coal 
gas.  The  law  at  present  made  no 
restriction  with  regard  to  that,  but  the 
sulphur  in  the  coal  going  up  the  chimney 
^nd  mixing  with  the  other  acid  gases 
produced  sulphuric  acid,  and  it  was  a 
^ell-known  fact  that  sulphuric  acid 
produced  in  that  way  might  be  carried 
considerable  distances  from  the  works, 
according  to  the  currents  of  air  it  met, 
and  that  fact  was  not  taken  into  account 
-at  alL     With  regard  to  sulphuric  acid 


gas  escapes,  the  standard  fixed  in  1874 
was  necessarily  a  low  one,  and  experi- 
ence had  shown  that  it  did  not  interfere 
in  any  way  with  the  manufacture. 
He  submitted  that  that  standard  could 
be  very  well  raised  with  benefit  to  the 
public ;  that  was  a  point  he  thought  he 
was  entitled  to  bring  before  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board.  [Loud 
laughter.]  If  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
took  the  same  interest  in  this  matter  as 
he  did,  and  endeavoured  to  master  the 
provisions  of  this  Bill,  he  did  not  think 
they  would  see  so  much  to  laugh  at. 
There  was  this  point  also  to  be  considered. 
Sulphuric  acid  did  not  diffuse,  it  was 
carried  out  of  the  chimney  and  fell 
down  in  a  soUd  form,  and  was  not  in 
any  way  modified.  He  was  surprised 
that  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
had  not  taken  a  little  bolder  course  in 
attempting  to  amend  Section  4  of  the  Act. 
He  had  only  amended  it  in  a  few  un- 
important particulars,  so  much  so,  that 
the  AlkaU  manufacturers  did  not  regard 
it  as  any  restriction  at  all,  because  by 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill  they  could 
not  be  proceeded  against,  unless  they 
had  first  of  all  violated  Section  3  of  the 
Act.  He  thought  that,  so  far  as  legisla- 
tion had  hitherto  been  concerned,  there 
had  been  great  consideration  shown 
by  Parliament  towards  the  owners  of 
these  works.  Only  provisions  had  been 
enacted  with  which  in  practice  there 
was  not  the  smallest  difficulty  in  com- 
plying. Any  breach  of  the  law  which 
had  occurred  had  been  owing  entirely 
to  the  misuse  of  machinery,  or  the  use 
of  inadequate  machinery.  The  inspec- 
tors had  the  most  ample  powers  vested 
in  them,  and  those  powers  had  not  been 
increased  under  this  Bill ;  the  inspectors 
were,  in  fact,  held  down  by  this  Bill, 
because  if  an  escape  did  not  exceed  the 
statutory  limit  the  inspector  had  no 
power  to  interfere.  Such  was  the  nature 
of  this  Bill.  He  understood  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  had  several  conver- 
sations with  the  alkali  manufacturers, 
and  had  come  to  some  arrangement 
with  them,  which  was  not  embodied 
in  the  Bill  as  printed,  and  he  con- 
sidered it  very  hard  that  the  House 
should  be  forced  to  consent  to  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill  without  some  ex- 
planation being  given  as  to  what  the 
Amendments  were  which  the  right  hon. 
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Gentleman  had  arranged  to  bring  in. 
Amendments  of  that  kind  ought  to  be 
explained  to  the  House  at  an  earlier^ 
period.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
thought  that  if  he  consulted  the  manu- 
facturers he  would  get  his  Bill  through 
very  much  more  easily  than  otherwise, 
but  unless  proper  explanations  were 
forthcoming  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
might  find  that  exactly  the  opposite  was 
the  case.  What  was  the  use  of  inspectors 
reporting  annoyances  when  there  was 
no  power  to  deal  with  them  under  the 
present  law,  and  when  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  did  not  pro- 
vide any  remedy  for  them  in  this  Bill  1 
It  might  be  twenty  years  before  another 
amending  Act  was  passed,  and  he  thought 
there  was  a  great  want  of  courage  in  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  when  inspectors 
were  reporting  nuisances  at  these  works, 
which  there  was  no  power  to  remedy, 
in  not  dealing  with  that  matter.  If 
an  amending  Bill  deaUng  with  this 
subject  was  to  have  been  brought  in  at 
all  it  should  have  been  of  a  comprehensive 
character.  In  any  case,  the  House  was 
entitled  to  know  the  terms  of  the  com- 
promise arrived  at  with  the  manu- 
facturers. It  was  not  a  proper  way  of 
doing  business  to  bring  on  a  Bill  of  this 
sort,  affecting  an  important  interest  in 
the  country,  at  a  late  period  of  the 
session,  in  the  hope  of  rushing  it  through 
yust  before  twelve  o'clock. 

THte  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Walter 
Long,  Bristol,  S.) :  The  hon.  Member 
has  found  great  fault  with  the  Govern- 
ment for  not  having  explained  the  Bill 
which  is  now  under  consideration. 
The  Government  have  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  making  any  explanation, 
because  the  hon.  Member  has  occupied 
the  whole  of  the  time,  not  only  to-night, 
but  also  on  the  previous  occasion  when 
the  Bill  came  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  pointed  out  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  not  present 
when  the  Bill  was  called  on.  If  he 
(Mr.  Caldwell)  had  not  then  risen,  the 
Bill  would  have  gone  through  without 
comment. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG:  I  am  not 
quite  certain  that  even  if  the  hon.  Mem- 

Mr,  Caldwell. 


ber  had  not  risen  any  great  misfortune 
would  have  occurred.     On  the  evening 
in  question  I  was  just  outside,  and  if  m 
the  hon.   Gentleman  desired  had  been 
an  explanation  of  the  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment he  could  have  obtained  that  infor- 
mation when  the  Bill  was  first  brought 
on.     I,  however,  accord  him  the  fullest 
meed  of  praise  for  the  length  of  time 
he  has  spent  in  descanting  on  the  opera- 
tions   of    this    very    modest    BilL     We 
have  had  a  very  interesting  dissertation 
on  the  various  processes  affected  by  the 
measure,  and  I  am  bound  to  say  that, 
having  taken  some  trouble  in  the  pre- 
paration  of  the  Bill,  and  having  seen 
some  of  the  great  chemists  of  the  countrjr 
in  connection  with  the  matter,  I  had 
never  reaUsed  until  I  heard  the   hon. 
Gentleman  speak  that  sO  much  could  be 
said   on   the   different   points   of    view 
from  which  the  Bill  could  be  approached. 
I  will  tell  the  House  exactly  what  the 
Bill  proposes  to  do.     We  have  heard  a 
great  deal  about  standards,  the  process 
of    manufacture,    the    escape    of    gases- 
into  the  atmosphere,  the  escape  of  gases 
from  the  flue  connected  with  the  process 
of  manufacture,  and  the  chimney  which 
conveys  the  gases  into  the  atmosphere. 
This  Bill  proposes  to  do  a  very  simple 
thing.     The  hon.  Member  said  that  the 
interests  of  the  public  are  concerned- 
Yes,  they  are,  and  the  hon.  Member  may 
be  surprised  to  learn  that  most  of  our 
great  corporations,  many  of  our  county 
councils,  and  many  of  our  urban  sani- 
tary authorities  have  memorialised    the 
Local  Government  Board  that  this  Bill 
should  be  passed  into  law  as  rapidly 
as  possible.    So  far,  at  aU  events,  the  hon. 
Member  is  the  only  person,  either  inside 
or  outside  the  House,  as  far  as  I  know,. 
who  has  offered  any  objection  to  this 
change  in  the  law.     In  the  Acts  to  which 
the  hon.  Member  referred  power  is  con- 
ferred on  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  deal  with  the  subject  of    scheduled 
manufactures,  and  hitherto  the  inspec- 
tors  of  the  Department  have  interpreted 
the  law  as  enabling  them  to  test  the  gases. 
during    the    process    of    manufacture^ 
instead  of  having  to  wait  until  the  gases 
escaped    into     the     atmosphere.      The 
damage,  of  course,  is  done  to  the  puUic 
when  the  gases  escape  into  the  atmo- 
sphere, but  there  are  some  processes  of 
manufacture  which  are  not  subject  to- 
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limitation,  and  if  gases  from  two  different 
processes  meet  in  the  same  flue  or  chim- 
ney it  is  obviously  impossible  for  the 
inspector  to  tell  whether  the  obnoxious 
gases  arise  from  the  process  which  is 
or  from  the  process  wluch  is  not  under 
limitation.  All  that  this  Bill  proposes 
to  do  is  to  legaUse  what  the  inspectors 
have  hitherto  regarded  as  being  their 
right.  They  have  hitherto  tested  the 
gases  at  some  point  in  the  process  of 
manufacture,  but  there  was  a  doubt  as  to 
their  power  to  do  so,  and  on  the  question 
being  referred  to  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown,  it  was  decided  that  their  action 
was  illegal.  All  the  Bill  seeks  to  do, 
therefore,  is  to  enable  the  test  to  be  made 
at  such  a  point  as  will  make  it  real  and  of 
some  value.  The  hon.  Gentleman  sug- 
gests that  there  has  been  some  unholy 
bargaining  between  the  alkali  manu- 
facturers and  myself.  There  has  been 
nothing  of  the  kind.  He  complained 
that  the  Amendments  have  not  been 
explained  to  the  House.  They  have 
not  been  explained,  because  we  have  not 
yet  reached  the  proper  stage ;  it  is  not 
usual  to  put  down  Amendments  before  a 
Bill  has  been  read  a  second  time.  The 
Amendments  have  been  arranged  in  the 
ordinary  way.  The  alkali  manufacturers 
and  the  manufacturers  of  sulphuric 
acid  have  been  good  enough  to  approach 
me  in  the  ordinary  way,  to  point  out 
their  difficulties,  and  to  explain  that  if 
this  treatment  is  to  be  appUed  to  certain 
processes  of  manufacture  it  might  result 
in  the  extinction  of  trade.  The  manu- 
facturers have  been  absolutely  fair  and 
most  considerate  in  the  way  in  which 
they  approached  me.  The  hon.  Member 
for  the  Northwich  Division  of  Cheshire 
acted  on  ^behalf  of  the  alkali  manufac- 
turers, and  the  hon.  Member  for  one  of 
the  Divisions  of  Glasgow  acted  on  behalf 
of  other  people  concerned.  Their 
case  has  been  very  carefully 
examined,  and  we  have  arrived 
at  Amendments  which  they  believe  will 
meet  their  case.  What  we  propose  to 
do  is  to  put  what  is  known  as  the  Har- 
grave  process  and  any  new  process  to 
be  hereafter  discovered  in  the  second 
category  ;  that  is  to  say,  that  the  manu- 
facturers using  those  processes  should 
be  liable  only  to  use  the  best  practicable 
means.  For  the  rest,  all  that  we  do  is 
to  empower  the  inspectors  to  apply  their 


tests  at  the  process  of  manufacture^ 
instead  of  waiting  until  the  gases  escape 
into  the  atmosphere,  and  we  do  this  not 
in  the  interests  of  the  Department  or  . 
of  the  inspectors,  and  certainly  not  from 
the  curious  motives  which  the  hon^ 
Member  has  suggested,  but  solely  in 
the  interests  of  the  pubhc  health.  It  is- 
part  of  the  statutory  duty  of  the  in- 
spectors of  my  Department  to  see  that 
the  law  is  carried  out,  to  see  that  manu- 
facturers who  exceed  the  legal  Umit  are 
checked,  and  the  nuisance  abated.  This 
cannot  be  done  unless  this  additional 
power  is  given.  The  change  is  a  simple,, 
but  effective  one,  and  I  hope  the  House 
will  agree  to  the  Second  Reading 
without  unnecessary  delay. 

Mr.  O'MARA  (Kilkenny,  S.)  said  it 
was  evident  from  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  an  arrangement 
had  been  come  to  between  the  alkali 
manufacturers  and  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  suggests  that  an  arrangement 
has  been  come  to.  He  is  entirely  mis- 
taken. All  that  I  have  done  is  to  adopt 
a  course  which  is  quite  usual,  though  it 
may  not  be  known  to  him.  I  have 
intimated  that  I  am  prepared  to  move,, 
or  to  accept  if  they  are  moved  from  hia^ 
own  side  of  the  House,  certain  Amend- 
ments which  would  carry  out  the  objects^ 
I  have  distinctly  explained  to  the  House. 

Mr.  O'MARA  accepted  the  statemen 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  Although 
the  Bill  sought  to  amend  four  sections- 
of  the  Act  of  1882  it  was  a  one-clause^ 
Bill,  and,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  it  was  supposed  to  have  been  con- 
sidered in  the  House  of  Lords,  the 
whole  discussion  in  that  place  extendedi 
to  only  twenty-two  Unes  of  Hansards 
The  Bill  was  a  very  important  one.  No- 
doubt  from  the  flues  and  chimneys  of 
many  manufacturers  an  immense  amount 
of  noxious  gases  had  been  issuing  for 
twenty  years  past.  The  object  of  the 
Bill  was  a  good  one,  but  he  could  not 
agree  with  the  method  by  which  it  was. 
sought  to  be  attained.  The  proper 
place  to  test  the  fumes  was  as  they  issued 
from  the  chimneys.      When    the    gases. 
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issued  from  the  process  of  manufacture 
^they  were  frequently  mixed  with  smoke, 
'Or  some  other  gas,  which  entirely 
nuUified  the  injurious  effect,  so  that 
when  they  issued  into  the  atmosphere 
the  noxious  gases  were  in  such  a  state 
that  no  harm  could  possibly  result. 
The  manufacturers  who  had  been  so 
careful  of  the  pubUc  health  as  to  expend 
large  sums  in  the  construction  of  plant 
for  the  purpose  of  so  mixing  the  noxious 
,  gases  ought  not  to  be  penaUsed  in  the 
way  suggested  by  this  Bill.  Sulphuric 
^cid  had  been  treated  in  an  extraordinary 
manner.  It  had  been  placed  on  quite 
a  different  basis  from  all  other  acids, 
and  accorded  markedly  preferential  treat- 
ment. His  objection  to  the  Bill  was  that 
it  was  an  unnecessary  interference  with 
the  trade  of  alkaU  manufacturers.  It 
was  important  that  the  House  should 
reahse  the  importance  of  the  trade 
concerned,  because  any  interference  with 
that  trade  would  seriously  affect  the 
chemical  trade  of  the  country.  From 
the  port  of  London  alone  in  1896  the 
quantity  of  saltpetre  exported  was 
161,000  tons,  and  of  other  chemicals 
752,000  tons;  while  in  1900 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order  !  That 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  subject  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  O'MARA  said  he  was  endeavour- 
ing to  prove  that  the  Bill  would  seriously 
affect  this  trade,  but,  in  deference  to  the 
Speaker's  ruHng,  he  would  not  further 
pursue  that  point.  The  power  given  to 
the  inspector  under  Section  3  was  a 
.  grievous  interference  with  the  Uberty  of 
carrying  on  the  manufacture  in  the 
best  way.  The  Bill  was  a  bad  one,  and 
he  begged  to  move  that  it  be  read  a 
second  time  this  day  three  months. 

Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.)  in  seconding 
the  motion  said  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  endeavoured  to  dissipate  the 
objections  brought  forward  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mid-Lanark,  but  he  had 
not  dealt  with  those  objects  in  a  suflS- 
-ciently  serious  fashion.  He  was  always 
suspicious  of  such  Bills  as  the  present 
when  they  came  from  Government 
Departments.  Such  measures  were  al- 
-always  organised  by  the  officials,  with  the 
••object    of    creatirg    a    new    swarm    of 
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officials,  so  that  they  might  have  mora 
patronage  at  their  disposal     One  of  the 
objects  of  the  present  Bill  was  to  create 
another  tribe  of  inspectors,  and  thus  to 
provide   more  work   in   that   direction. 
He  thoroughly  agreed  that  alkali  works 
should    be    restrained    from    poisoning 
the  atmosphere  and  the  people,  and  if 
this  Bill  had  been  a  thoroughly  honest 
measure    for    that    purpose    he    should 
have  heartily  supported  it.     But  there 
had  been  secret   negotiations  and   bar- 
gaining   with    certain    hon.    Members, 
and  the  House  did  not  know  what  had 
been    done    in    the    dark.     Moreover, 
although  the  Bill  would  primarily  affect 
England,  it  had  a  certain  bearing  on 
Ireland,    and    the    pecuUar    thing    was 
that,  while  the  Local  Government  Board 
in  Ireland  would   initiate   the  prosecu- 
tions, the  registration   of   firms   would 
take    place    in    England.     Thus,    while 
Ireland   was   saddled   with  the  cost   of 
the    prosecutions,    England,    as    usual, 
took  care  to  grab  the  fees  for  registra- 
tion purposes.     In  Committee  he  should 
certainly  move  an  Amendment  to   pro- 
vide that  the  fees  should    be   returned 
to  Ireland  for  Irish  purposes.     It    was 
necessary  that    some   incfication  of   the 
scope  of  the  agreed  Amendments  should 
be  given,  because  it  generally  happened 
that  EngUsh  manufacturers  in  matters 
of  this  sort  endeavoured  to  get  the  beet 
of    the    bargain.     The    AlkaU    Bill     of 
twenty  years  ago   was  resisted  by    the 
Irish  party,  because  they  saw  in  it   an 
indirect   attack   on   an   Iris     industry. 
Twenty  years  ago  the  Irish  party   ob- 
tained certain  terms  in  regard  to   this 
question  from  the  Government,  and  "why 
was  that  settlement  now  to  be  torn  up  t 
He  had  very  great  suspicion  as  to  what 
the  effect  of  the  Amendments  would  be. 
If  he  were  certain  that  they  would  have 
no  harmful  effect,  that  might  r^ulate  his 
opposition    to    the    Bill.    This    was    a 
measure    which   could    not    be   rushed 
through  without  discussion,  and  but  for 
the  speech  made  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Mid  Lanark  the  House  would  not  have 
known  that  so  many  trades  were  affected, 
and  they  would  not  have  heard  of  these 
secret  agreements   made   with  English 
manufacturers.      They    might    discover 
hereafter  that  the  Amendments  brought 
forward  on  behalf  of  the  Government 
would  have  a  very  injurious  effect  upon 
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Irish  industries.  If  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  would  assure 
him  that  the  Amendments  would  not  be 
harmful  to  Ireland,  he  would  take  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  word  for  it. 
Unless  they  had  some  guarantee  of  this 
sort,  and  unless  they  were  told  that  this 
was  not  an  attempt  to  crush  Irish  in- 
dustries, they  would  have  to  oppose  the 
Second  Reading  of  this  Bill.  He  was  in 
favour  of  the  Bill  so  far  as  it  dealt  with 
poisoning  from  sulphuric  acid  in  beer  or 
in  anything  else. 

Amendment  proposed — 

'<To  leave  out  the  word  'now,*  and  at  the 
end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words  '  upon 
this  day  three  months.* "— (if  r.  O^Mara.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  the  word 
*  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

♦Sm    JOHN    BRUNNER    (Cheshire, 
North wich) :  I  regret  that  an  engage- 
ment in  another  part  of  London  has 
prevented  me  from  attending  this  debate, 
which  I  hear  has  been  a  very  instructive 
one.    I  can  assure  my  hon.  friends  that 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board    has    listened  with  the  greatest 
consideration  and  patience  to  the  explan- 
ations offered  to  him  on  behalf  of  the 
alkali  trade,  which  convinced  him  that 
the  Bill  as  originally  brought  in  would 
not  meet  the  desires  of  those  who  are 
engaged  in  the  trade.    I  (an  assure  the 
House  that  the  Bill  in  the  shape  in  which 
I  hope  it  will  be  in  its  final  stage  will  do 
no  harm  to  the  alkali   manufacturers 
either  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland.    I 
believe  the  alkali  manufacture  is  carried 
on  in  the  same  way  in  Ireland  as  in  this 
country,    and    what    satisfies    English 
manufacturers  will  also  satisfy  the  Irish 
manufacturers.    If  we  go  to  a  division 
upon  this  BiD,  I  shall  support  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board. 
Of  course  we  find  fault  with  the  circum- 
stances under  which  this  Bill  has  been 
introduced.    For  many  years  the  alkali 
trade  has  been  managed  by  men  of  very 
high  scientific   attainments,  who    have 
always  treated  the  Government  Depart- 
ment as  a  friend  and  not  as  an  enemy, 
and  the  manufactui'ers  have  been  met  in 
exactly  thesame  spirit  by  the  Department 
for  the  past  forty  years.    This  is  the  first 
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Kll  of  the  kind  ever  introduced  without 
a  previous  friendly  consultation  with  the 
trade,   and  I  am   glad   to   assure    the 
House  that,    in    my   opinion,  this  will 
be  the  last  time  that  such  a  Bill  will  be 
introduced   without   previous   consulta- 
tion with  the  trade.    Above  all  things,, 
there  ought  to  be  perfect  frankness  be- 
tween the  Gavernment  and  the  trades 
affected.    The  interpretation  introduced 
into  the  Factory   Act  some  time  ago 
affecting   young   persons    employed   in 
certain  dangerous  trades  caused  a  good 
deal  of  unpleasantness,  because  it  was 
introduced     practically      without     the 
knowledge  of    the   trade.      I  think  it 
ought  to  be  the  very  first  principle  in . 
conducting  the  business  of  a  Government 
Department  to  endeavour  to  preserve  per- 
fect frankness  between  the  Department, 
and  the  trades  affected.    I  tender  my 
thanks   to    the  right   hon.   Gentleman 
for  his  courtesy  and  consideration,  and 
I  hope  the   Bui  as   amended  by   *'  the 
dark  and  secret  negotiations  *'   will   be- 
perfectly  satisfactory  to  all  concerned. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea) :  This 
is  a  small,   useful,  and  necessary  Bill,,, 
which,  so  far  as  it  goes^  has  my  cordial 
support.      The    speech     of     the    hon^ 
Baronet  who  has  just  sat  down  seems  ta 
me  to  indicate  that  this  BiU  will  not  ga 
far   enough.    He   has   stated  that   the 
trade  has  hitherto  been  conducted  by 
men    of    high    scientific    attainments. 
Judging  by  the  appearance  of  some  parts 
of    the    country    around   the    factories 
carried  on  by  these  gentlemen  of  high 
scientific  attainments,  they  do  not  seem 
to  have  shown  that  kindly  consideration 
for  their  rural  and  agricultural  neigh- 
bours which,  in  my  opinion,  men  of  high 
scientific  attainments  ought  to  be  capable- 
of  displaying ;  and  if  this  Bill  induces 
these  men  to  cultivate  a  more  neigh-^ 
hourly   spirit  and   develop   some   more-: 
generous    regard    for    those    less    welt 
situated     than    themselves    in    regard' 
to  this    world's    goods,  then    this    Bilti 
will  have    gone   a    step    in    the   right 
direction.    The  hon.  Member  who  has 
just   sat   down   stated  that   the   Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board  had 
shown  the  greatest  possible  consideration 
for  the  trade.    I  would  suggest  that  the  • 
right  hon.  Gentleman  should  not  show^ 
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^00  great  consideration  for  this  particular 
4^rade. 

:.lR.  WALTER  LONG  :  I  have  sur- 
jendered  nothing  in  principle  by  the 
Amendments  I  have  agreed  to. 

:iR.  JOHN  BURNS  :  What  I  am  sug- 
•^esting  is  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
should  stick  to  the  Bill  and  nothing  less 
4han  the  Bill,  and  if  he  can  get  a  little 
more  than  the  Bill  so  much  the  better. 
In  discussing  this  question  with  thtse 
men  of  high  scientific  attainments  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  must  see  that  their 
ingenuity  does  not  induce  him  to  whittle 
"this  Bill  down  too  much.  I  prefer  the 
simple  general  provisions  of  this  Bill 
-expressed  in  general  language  rather  than 
■the  precise,  not  to  say  microscopic,  terms 
which  have  been  used  by  hon.  Members 
to-night,  and  which  they  wish  to  force 
upon  the  Local  Government  Board.  The 
.sub-section  of  the  Bill  provides  that  the 
Local  Government  Board  shall  use  the 
best  practical  means  of  preventing  the 
discharge  into  the  atmosphere  of  noxious 
gases.  I  prefer  that  to  be  expressed  in  the 
general  language  of  the  Bui,  for  it  will 
enable  the  inspectors  to  generally  super- 
vise, and  not  be  diverted  off  the  track 
of  general  supervision  by  these  micro- 
scopical differentiations  which  not  even 
the  hon.  Members  who  have  mentioned 
them  understand.  I  have  risen  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  recognise  that  it  is  practically 
twenty  years  since  we  had  an  Amend- 
ment of  the  Act  dealing  with  alkali  works. 
During  that  time  the  most  profitable 
works  in  this  particular  trade  have  begun 
to  look  upon  some  form  of  regulation  and 
restriction  as  necessary  in  the  interest 
of  the  public  health,  and  as  being  perhaps 
the  best  incentive  for  putting  th'^ir 
works  in  order  and  for  making  handsome 
profits.  Any  Act  of  Parliament  that 
<jompels  chemical  factories  and  works  to 
cease  to  emit  noxious  fumes  and  gases 
irom  their  chimneys  will  drive  them 
ultimately  to  utiUsing  what  were  for- 
merly considered  to  be  waste  products. 
I  believe  that  the  utilisation  of  these  waste 
products  by  these  men  of  high  scientific 
attainments  has  made  this  industry  much 
more  profitable.  I  have  risen  to  point 
out  to  the  men  of  high  scientific  attain- 
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ments  that  there  is  plenty  of  scope  for 
larger  profits  than  they  are  now  making, 
plenty  of  opportunities  for  them  to 
protect  the  health  of  those  engaged  in 
those  dangerous  processes,  and  plenty  of 
scope  for  them  doing  scfmething  in  the 
interests  of  the  general  public  who  live  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  their  works.  I 
wish  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  whether,  under  the 
alkali  works  included  in  this  Bill,  he  will 
protect  the  House  of  Coanmons  by  adding 
Doulton's  factories,  on  the  Lambeth  side 
of  the  river  Thames.  This  ought  to  be 
done  in  order  to  protect  the  health  of 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
also  the  health  of  the  ladies  who  came  to 
the  House  of  Commons  to  take  tea  on  the 
terrace  in  too  large  numbers — [Minis- 
terial cries  of  "  No,  no  !  *'] — yes,  in  too 
largj  numbers,  and  who  are  greatly 
inconvenienced  by  the  emission  of 
noxious  gases  from  over  the  road,  and 
incidentaBy  to  save  this  splendid  fabric  of 
the  Houses  of  Parliament  from  being 
slowly  deteriorated,  as  it  has  been  during 
the  last  twenty  years,  by  the  fumes  and 
gases  from  Doulton's  factories.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  cannot  include  this 
factory,  I  trust  that  the  head  of  Doulton's 
firm  will  read  the  report  of  my  remarks, 
which,  I  hope,  will  cause  that  firm  volun- 
tarily to  set  their  house  in  order ;  or 
perhaps  the  raising  of  this  question  will 
induce  the  Commissioner  of  roUce  to  see 
that  both  the  smoke  and  the  noxious 
gases  and  fumes  which  come  from 
I)oulton*s  factories  will  be  dealt  with  in 
the  interests  of  the  general  public. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  CROSS  (Glasgow. 
Camlachie) :  I  wish  to  point  out  to  the 
House  that  this  Bill  was  introduced 
without  Our  knowledge  in  the  other 
House  of  Parliament.  I  make  no  objec- 
tion to  that  course.  This  Bill  is  intended 
to  give  the  inspectors  the  opportunity  of 
carrying  out  and  enforcing  regulations 
dealing  with  the  noxious  gases  at  their 
source.  Up  to  the  present  the  practice 
has  been  that  these  noxious  gases  and 
fumes  have  been  allowed  to  pass  into  the 
co^mmon  chimney,  where  they  mix  with 
other  gases,  and  thereby  escape  the 
control  ai  the  inspectors.  The  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  has 
insisted  upon  this  principle,  and  he  has 
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obtained  the  consent  of  those  engaged 
in  the  trade  to  this  new  principle.  At  the 
same  time  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  recognised  that  it  is  not  advisable  to 
discourage  in  any  way  the  adoption  of 
new  processes.  It  is  in  the  interest  of  the 
pubhc  and  of  the  chemical  trade  as  well 
that  no  undue  restrictions  should  be 
placed  upon  new  processes.  I  hope  that 
the  House  will  not  only  pass  the  Second 
Eeading  to-night,  but  also  that  it  will 
^Ilow  the  Committee  stage  to  pass 
through. 

Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick), 
in  supporting  the  Bill,  said  he  had  been 
requested  to  do  so  by  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians  in  Dublin.  He  had 
Also  received  several  communications 
from  working  men  in  Dublin  in  support 
of  this  Bill,  and  he  had  ris.n  because  he 
understood  that  some  of  his  colleagues 
had  been  opposing  this  measure.  He 
believed  that  it  was  a  good  and  useful 
Bill,  which  was  calculated  to  preserve  the 
health  of  those  engaged  in  the  alkali 
works.  He  could  not  see,  however,  why 
the  fees  paid  in  Ireland  should  go  into  the 
British  Exchequer.  He  trusted  that  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  would  appreciate  the  point  he  had 
brought  forward  in  regard  to  the  fees, 
lor  in  this  respect  England  appeared  to 
him  to  get  the  money,  while  Ireland 
did  the  work.  He  hoped  that  the  Second 
Beading  of  the  Bill  would  be  carried. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  said  he  wished  to 
make  it  clear  to  the  Government  that 
they  did  not  promote  the  progress  of  legis- 
lation by  trying  to  rush  measures 
through  just  before  twelve  o'clock  with- 
out a  word  of  explanation.  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board  had 
yet  to  get  this  Bill  through  the  Com- 
mittee stage.  With  regard  to  the  ordi- 
nary processes,  they  were  still  goi  g  to 
keep  the  standard  at  four  grains,  and  they 
were  not  going  to  allow  any  latitude  at 
all.  What  did  it  matter  what  process  it 
was  if  more  than  four  grains  of  sulphuric 
acid  went  up  the  chimney  1  He  approved 
of  the  BiU  as  far  as  it  went,  but  it  ought 
to  go  much  further.  He  hoped  his  hon. 
friends  would  not  press  their  motion  to  a 
division. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  to-morrow. 


LARCaSNY    BILL. 
As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee), considered. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  **  That 
the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time,'* 
put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


NATIONAL    GALLERY    (PURCHASE    OF 
ADJACENT  LAND)  [EXPENSES]. 

Consi.iered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  SxtJART  WORTLEY  (Sheffield,  Hallam) 
in  the  Chair.] 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  it  is 
expedient  to  authorise  the  payment,  out 
of  moneys  to  be  provided  by  Parliament, 
of  all  expenses  incurred  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  Works  under  any  Act  of 
the  present  session  for  the  acquisition  of 
certain  land  near  the  National  GaUery 
in  London,  and  for  other  purposes  con- 
nected therewith.'' — {Mr,Akers  Douglas,) 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.)^ 
objected  to  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
on  the  ground  that  there  were  in  the 
South  Kensington  Museum  a  number 
of  Irish  gold  ornaments,  which  the  Irish 
Members  had  on  many  occasions  appealed 
to  the  Grovernment  to  have  removed  to 
Dublin« 

The  deputy  CHAIRMAN :  Order, 
order !  The  Bill  is  for  the  acquisition 
of  certain  land  for  the  protection  of  the 
National  Gallery  in  London.  On  that 
the  hon.  Member  cannot  discuss  the 
question  of  the  Irish  gold  ornaments. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  thought  Irishmen 
had  reason  to  complain  that  again  and 
again  motions  of  this  kind  were  made 
with  reference  to  the  National  Gallery 
in  London,  while  nothing  whatever  was 
done  in  regard  to  the  National  Gallery 
in  Ireland.  Seventeen  or  eighteen  years 
had  elapsed  since  complaint  was    made 
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of  the  purchase  of  a  MuriUo  for  £80,000 
or  £90,000,  and  a  promise  was  given 
that  the  Vote  for  the  Irish  National 
Gallery  should  be  increased,  but 
although  during  that  period  enormous 
sums  had  been  spent  on  art  in  this 
country,  not  a  single  sixpence  had  been 
so  expended  for  the  benefit  of  Ireland. 
The  eyes  of  Londoners  had  been  fixed 
solely  on  some  metropolitan  collection, 
and  no  thought  whatever  was  taken  for 
the  advancement  of  art  in  the  sister  isle. 
When  the  Committee  were  asked  to 
agree  to  such  grants  as  that  now  pro- 
posed, it  was  only  reasonable  that  Irish 
representatives  should  press  for  an 
equivalent  grant  to  Ireland.  Moreover, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  not  said 
a  word  in  explanation  of  the  proposal.  It 
seemed  to  be  supposed  that  they  knew 
all  about  the  English  National  Gallery 
and  the  purposes  for  which  this  land  was 
required,  but  he  should  certainly  refuse 
to  vote  a  single  penny  until  some  ex- 
planation was  given. 

The  first  COMMISSIONER  op 
WORKS  (Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  Kent, 
St.  Augustine's) :  I  certainly  did  not 
intend  to  be  rude  to  any  hon.  Member 
by  not  rising ;  in  fact,  I  did  rise,  but  I 
gave  way  to  the  hon.  Member  opposite. 
I  fully  explained  the  object  of  this  resolu- 
tion when  the  Bill  came  up  for  Second 
Reading.  We  propose  to  acquire,  I  think 
it  is  four  buildings  in  Pall  Mall  and 
immediately  behind,  in  order  to  secure 
the  complete  isolation  of  the  National 
Gallery  on  the  western  side  to  protect  it 
from  fire.  The  Bill  was  introduced  in 
pursuance  of  a  promise  that  I  made  last 
year,  when  a  fire  occurred  in  a  neighbour- 
ing building.  We  ask  the  House  to  give 
us  compulsory  powers  for  use  if  we  cannot 
get  the  property  voluntarily.  The 
motion  before  the  House  is  simply  to 
authorise  us  to  pay  certain  moneys  for 
this  purpose  to  be  voted  by  Parliament 
hereafter. 

Mr.  field  asked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  inform  the  House  how 
much  money  was  going  to  be  expended 
under  this  JSill.  He  thought  that  last 
year  they  voted  an  enormous  sum  of 
money  for  the  National  Gallery  in  this 
country,  and  he  happened  to  know 
something    about    the    Irish    National 
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Gallery,  which  was  being  almost  starved 
out  of  existence.  He  thought  that  when 
they  were  asked  to  pass  a  Bill  of  this- 
kind  they  were  entitled  to  know  how 
much  money  they  were  going  to  expend^ 
and  if  hon.  Members  from  Ii^nd 
allowed  this  money  to  be  voted,  they 
ought  to  have  a  promise  that  Ireland 
would  get  a  quid  pro  quo. 

Mr.  akers  DOUGLAS:  I  have 
already  pointed  out  to  the  hon.  Member 
that  I  do  not  think  it  is  desirable  that  t 
should  be  pressed  to  state  the  exact 
amount.  [Nationalist  cries  of  *'  Oh,  oh,"^ 
and  an  Hon.  Member  :  This  is  the^  confi- 
dence trick.]  I  think  it  would  be  very 
unwise  to  do  so. — [Cries  of  **  Why  ?  *'}— 
because  ^the  matter  is  under  arbitration 
at  the  present  moment,  and  if  I  were  to 
state  the  amount  the  price  might  be 
raised  and  the  cost  to  the  taxpayers  in- 
creased. Of  course,  if  this  is  insisted 
upon  I  will  give  the  amount.  [Minis- 
terial cries  of  "  So,  no."] 

♦Lord  BALCARRES  (Lancashire, 
Chorley):  I  am  also  very  much  in- 
terested in  the  National  Gallery  of  Ire- 
land, but  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  North  Louth  has  apparently  forgotten 
that  the  Irish  National  Gallery  is  already 
an  isolated  building. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  There  is  notWng 
worth  burning  in  it. 

♦Lord  BALCARRES:  I  diflFer  from 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member.  On  the 
contrary,  I  think  that  the  National 
Gallery  of  Ireland,  which  was  formed 
by  a  great  expert,  the  late  Mr.  Doyle,  is 
one  of  the  most  interesting  collections 
of  pictures  in  the  smaller  capitals 
of  Europe.  The  sum  of  over  £20,000 
has  already  been  guaranteed  by  the 
Government  towards  the  extension  of 
the  National  GaUery  of  Ireland.  The- 
Government  voted  £10,000  last  year  for 
its  extension,  £9,000  for  the  same  purpose 
is  on  the  Estimates  this  year,and  a  further 
£3,000  is  promised  next  year.  I  should 
have  thought  these  facts  were  known  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  North  Louth. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  The  noble 
Lord  who  has  just  sat  down  forgets  that 
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when  this  new  thoroughfare  was  being 
made  from  Charing  Ooss  to  tlie  northern 
portion  of  liondon  that  that  was  the  time 
at  which  the  Government  ought  to  have 
done  what  they  now  propose  to  do. 

*LoRD  BALCARRES:  This  Bill  is  to 
deal  with  land  in  Trafalgar  Square,  no- 
where near  to  the  Charing  Cross  Road. 

Mr.  PLYNN  :  My  point  is  that  it  was 
not  until  there  was  considerable  dis- 
turbance and  alarm  at  South  Kensington 
that  the  National  Gallery  authorities 
realised  the  defenceless  position  of  the 
National  Gallery.  Then  the  owners  of 
the  adjacent  land  and  property  became 
aware  that  their  property  possessed  an 
enhanced  value.  The  whole  thing  could 
have  been  done  when  the  county  council 
were  undertaking  the  widening  of  the 
poad.  The  Government  are  doing  this 
thing  in  the  worst  possible  way,  for  they 
only  realised  that  the  National  Gallery 
was  in  danger  after  this  fact  had  obtained 
publicity,  and  after  letters  had  appeared 
in  The  Times  upon  the  subject,  The 
value  of  the  adjacent  property  has  gone 
up  enormously,  because  it  is  known  that 
the  Government  will  have  to  buy  it. 
If  the  Minister  in  charge  of  this  Bill  will 
get  up  and  explain  exactly  what  the 
money  is  required  for,  a  good  deal  of  time 
will  be  saved,  and  the  progress  of  the 
Bill  will  be  facilitated.  1  think  that  the 
(jQvernment  have  shown  a  deplorable 
want  of  business  tact  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  said,  through  no 
fault  of  their  own,  several  hon.  Members 
had  fallen  into  an  error  with  regard  to 
the  object  of  this  Bill.  The  hon.  Member 
who  had  just  sat  down  did  not  appear  to 
know  that  the  widening  of  Charing  Cross 
Road  was  carried  out  by  the  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Works  at  least  twelve  years  ago, 
and  it  did  not  affect  the  side  of  the 
National  Gallery  dealt  with  by  this  pro- 
posal, because  Charing  Cross  Road  was 
on  the  north-east  side.  The  reasons  for 
bringing  in  this  Bill  were  not  due  to  any 
discovery  which  had  been  made  by  the 
South  Kensington  Committee,  upon 
which  he  sat  for  nearly  two  years.  It 
might  interest  Irish  Members  to  know 
that  the  noble  Lord  opposite  and  himself 
had  associated  themselves  with  the  claim 
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of  Irisli   Meml)er8  timt  greater    impor- 
tance should  he  attnehed  to  the  Nationa' 
Gallery  in   Dublin,   and  that   a  larger 
share  of  Imperial  funds  should  he  given 
to  that  particular   part  of  the   British 
Empire.      The  Bill  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  transfer  of  the  Irish  gold  orna- 
ments from  the  British  Museum  to  the 
National    Gallery   in    Dublin.     On    the 
proper  occasion  he  should  not  be  indis- 
posed to  support  the  view  tha.t    those 
ornaments  should  be  so  transferred,  but 
the  question   was  not   now  before  the 
Committee.     It  would  be  a  regrettable 
thing  indeed  if  a  fire  did  occur  at  the 
National  GaUery,  and  probably  in  such 
an  event  Ireland  would  be  the  poorer  by 
the  number  of  pictures  destroyed.     The 
Government,   as  the  custodians  of  the 
National  Gallery,  now  came  forward  and 
declared  that  the    existing    conditions 
should  c-ontinue  no  longer,  but  that  the 
Gallery  must  be  put  in  a  state  of  **  splen- 
!  did  isolation."    It  was  proposed  to  run  a 
40-foot    road   from    the   north    side   of 
Trafalgar    Square     into     St.     Martin's 
Street.     That  would  give  complete  isola- 
tion  on  that  side,  and  allow  the  fire 
brigade  free  access  from  all  points  of  the 
compass  in  case  of  an  outbreak  of  fire. 
But  better  than  fire  extinction  was  fire 
prevention,  and  that  would  be  achieved 
more  effectually  by  this  road  running 
all  round.     He  appealed  to  Irish  Mem- 
bers not  to  delay  the  passage  of  the  Bill. 
Many   English    Members   were   sympa- 
thetically inclined  towards  the  conten- 
tion of  the  Irish  Members  with  regard 
to  the  gold  ornamentfl,  and  were  disposed 
to  take  the  view  that  Ireland  had  been 
sadly  neglected  in  regard  to  its  museum 
and  art  gallery.     On  the  proper  occasion 
they   would    be    willing   to   assist    Irish 
Members  in  remedying  that  neglect,  but 
any  action  in  that  direction  would  not  be 
encouraged  by  such  a  reasonable  project 
as    that    contained    in    this    Bill    being 
opposed.      He     believed     the     National 
Gallery  to  contain  the  finest  collection  of 
pictures  in  the  world.     He  had  visited 
nearly  all  the  art  galleries  on  the  Conti- 
nent of  Europe,  and,  though  some  might 
have  more  masterpieces  of  certain  schools, 
the   National    Gallery,    taking   it   as   a 
universal  collection  of  art  of  all  schools 
and    countries,    contained   less    rubbish 
than  anysimilar  gallery  in  the]^  world. 
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He  hoped  that  some  day  certain  of  the 
best  masterpieces  would  be  sent  on  loan 
more  frequently  to  other  parts  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  The  worst  way  to 
encourage  lovers  of  art  in  Ireland  or  in 
England  was  to  prevent  this  Bill  from 
passing,  or  to  subject,  even  for  another 
twenty-four  hours,  the  National  Gallery 
to  danger  from  fire. 

•    Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  much  had 
been  made  of  the  fact  that  last  year  Ire- 
land got  £10,000,  and  that  this  year  she 
was  to  get  another  £10,000.     But  it  was 
eighteen  years  since  £90,000  was  paid  for 
a  single  picture  on  the  distinct  pledge 
that  it  should  be  shown  round  the  three 
Kingdoms,  and  in  that  time  the  picture 
had  not  so  much  as  crossed  Trafalgar 
Square.    In  the  Estimates  of  this  year 
something  like  £200,000  was  provided 
for  art  in  England,  Ireland  receiving  only 
£2,400,  and  Scotland  £1,000  more.     It 
was  all  very  fine  to  say  that  the  danger 
of  fire  from  adjoining  premises  had  sud- 
denly   been   discovered.    The    National 
Gallery  in  Dublin  was  next  door  to  a 
public  house,   and  there  was  a  dress- 
maker's shop  on  the  other  side,  but  that 
did  not  aflPect  the  consciences  of  English 
Members.     Demands  had  been  made  for 
the  last  twenty  years  for  an  additional 
sum  to  be  spent  for  the  safety  of  the  Irish 
art  gallery  and  the  purchase  of  a  few 
more  pictures,  but  those  demands  had 
been  refused  with  contumely.     He  was  a 
Philistine.  ^He    took    no    interest    in 
London   or   in  England.     His  interests 
were    connected    solely    with    his    own 
country.     He  had  no  love  for  France,  or 
Russia,  or  Germany,  or  the    Philippine 
Islands.     The  Committee  were  told  they 
must  not  press  the  inquiry  as  to  the 
amount  to  be  spent  in  this  matter,  as  it 
would  send  up  the  price  of  the  property. 
It  would  do  nothing  of  the  kind.     The 
Bill  was  to  put  the  Land  Clauses  Act  into 
operation,  and  under  that  Act  the  matter 
would  be  settled  by  arbitration,  and  to 
say  that  an  answer  to  that   question 
would  settle  the  standard  of  the  award 
was  absolutely  absurd.    The  Irish  Mem- 
bers were  the  representatives  of  the  Irish 
taxpayers,  and  they  had  a  right  to  know 
of  how  much  the  English  were  going  to 
rob  them  over  this  matter.    The  hon. 
Member  for  Battersea  had  appealed  to 
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them  on  the  ground  of  art.  He  per- 
sonally had  no  art  side.  Ireland  had  no 
room  for  art ;  she  was  too  poor.  Pota- 
toes and  salt  were  her  highest  ideal,  and 
she  could  manage  to  get  along  without  a 
Murillo.  But  when  she  wa^  asked  to 
pay  towards  art  for  the  English  people 
she  was  entitled  to  ask  for  something  in 
exchange. 

Mr.  O'MARA  said  that,  like  the  hon. 
Member  for  Battersea,   he  had  visited 
many  of  the  art  gaUeries  in  Europe,  and 
the  conclusion  he  had  come  to  was  that 
the  pictures  on  the  walls  of  the  National 
Gallery  were  a  lot  of  rubbish.     They  were 
now  asked  to  spend  Imperial  money  to 
safeguard  this  collection  at  the  National 
Gallery.     He  objected  to  spending  Im- 
perial money  to  which  Ireland  contri- 
buted for  any  particluar  English  purpose. 
He  did  not  see  what  advantage  his  con- 
stituency would  derive  from  the  expendi- 
ture of  this  money,  and  Irieland  had  a 
right  to  benefit  in  some  way  by  the 
expenditure    of    money    for    Imperial 
purposes  authorised  by  this  House.    But 
even  if  those  buildings  were  bought  and 
an  open  space  was  made  all  round  the 
National  Gallery  it  would  not  do  away 
with  the  risk  of  fire.     He  thought  that 
the  excellent  fire  brigades  which  London 
possessed  were  quite  sufficient  to  safe- 
guard the  National  Gallery  from  any  risk 
of    destruction    by    fire.    This    money 
authorised  by  the  Bill  before  the  House 
was  to  be  spent  to  acquire  land  and 
buildings  compulsorily.    When  the  Irish 
Members  asked  for  a  compulsory  Bill  to 
acquire  land  in  Ireland,  those  who  sat  on 
the  Treasury  Bench  held  up  their  hands 
with  horror,  and  called  it  confiscation 
and    interference    with    the    rights   of 
private   property.     He   submitted    that 
the  conipulsory  buying  of  land  in  London 
was  a  dishonest  means  of  acquiring  the 
property  of  other  people,  and  depriving 
shopkeepers  of  their  means  of  livelihood. 
He  was  glad  to  hear  from  the  noble  Lord 
that  £20,000  had  been  spent  on  the  Irish 
National  Gallery.    The  hon.  Member  for 
Battersea  had  asked  them  not  to  oppose 
this  Bill,  but  he  wished  to  know  what 
benefit  Ireland  was  going  to  get  out  of  it. 
If  a  portion  of  the  money  they  were 
voting  was  going  to  be  spent  in  Ireland, 
then  they  would  get  sonie  benefit  from  it 
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It  had  been  said  that  the  people  in  Ire- 
land had  not  got  artistic  souls-  — 

fHE  DEPUTY  CHAIRMAN  :  Order, 
order  !  The  hon.  Member  must  confine 
himself  to  the  question  of  the  acquisition 
of  land  in  London. 

Mr.  0*MARA  said  he  would  not  pro- 
ceed any  further  with  that  point,  al- 
though other  hon.  Members  had  been 
permitted  to  discuss  it. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterfoid) : 
The  debate  has  been  allowed  to  go  on  for 
quite  an  hour  on  general  lines. 

Mr.  TULLY  said  he  should  support  his 
hon.  friend  who  had  opposed  this  Bill. 
They  had  been  asked  to  vote  a  large  sum 
of  money  in  the  dark  without  any  data 
being  furnished  to  them.  This  was  not 
the  time  to  vote  large  sums  of  money  for 
fads  of  this  description.  The  Govern- 
ment were  continually  borrowing  money 
for  the  war,  and  this  was  certainly  not 
the  time  to  vote  large  sums  of  money  in 
order  to  gratify  some  nonsensical  ideas 
about  the  National  Gallery.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Battersea  was  rather  menac- 
ing in  his  tone  towards  Irish  Members 
if  they  dared  to  criticise  this  Vote.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Battersea  was  very  glad 
to  have  Irish  votes,  and  he  did  not  know 
what  some  English  Members  would  do 
without  the  votes  of  Irishmen.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Battersea  said  that  the 
National  Gallery  was  one  of  the  finest  art 
galleries  in  the  world,  and  that,  although 
be  had  seen  most  of  the  European  art 
galleries,  he  had  never  seen  anything  to 
equal  the  National  Gallery  in  London. 
He  wondered  if  the  hon.  Member  had 
ever  been  in  the  National  Gallery  in 
Amsterdam.  It  was  said  that  the  snail 
always  thought  that  its  own  snail  box 
was  the  grandest  in  the  world,  but  he  was 
not  going  to  vote  any  money  for  this 
huge  snail  box  in  Trafalgar  Square.  The 
noble  Lord  opposite  was  a  great  authority 
on  these  matters,  and  he  had  told  them 
that  Ireland  was  to  get  £20,000  for  the 
extension  of  the  Irish  National  Gallery. 
He  wished  to  point  out  that  for  the 
British  Museum,  the  National  Portrait 
gallery,  and  tlie  Wallace  Collection  Par- 
uament  voted  something  like  £196,500 


per  annum,  while  the  paltry  sum  of 
£2,486  was  the  amount  voted  for  the 
Irish  National  Gallery.  There  was  no 
proportion  whatever  between  these  sums, 
and  Ireland  was  not  treated  fairly  in  this 
matter.  How  was  it  that  this  danger  of 
fire  from  adjoining  premises  had  re- 
mained undiscovered  until  now  1  The 
time  to  have  come  forward  with  a  pro- 
posal of  this  kind  was  when  Charing 
Cross  Road  and  Shaftesbury  Avenue 
were  being  constructed.  As  to  the  com- 
pulsory purchase  of  land,  he  did  not  object 
to  the  principle,  whether  in  England  or  in 
Ireland. 

l^E  DEPUTY  CHAIRMAN:  The 
hon.  Member  will  have  an  opportunity 
of  discussing  the  clauses  of  the  Bill 
later  on. 

Mr.  TULLY  said  the  resolution  was 
to  authorise  payments  for  the  compulsory 
purchase  of  land. 

The  deputy  CHAIRMAN  :  I  have 
allowed  the  hon.  Member  a  considerable 
amount  of  latitude.  This  is  merely 
a  resolution  empowering  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  to  put  certain 
financial  provisions  into  a  Bill  which  is 
not  now  being  discussed.  I  cannot  allow 
the  hon.  Member  to  pursue  that  Une 
of  argument  any  further. 

Mr.  TULLY  contended  that  no 
justification  had  been  given  for  bringing 
forward  such  a  proposal  at  the  present 
time.  The  present  state  of  affairs  had 
been  good  enough  for  twenty  years, 
and  it  might  very  well  have  been  allowed 
to  continue  until  the  war  in  South 
Africa  had  been  brought  to  a  conclusion. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  it  was  to 
be  regretted  that  the  hon.  Member  fo" 
Battersea  had  concluded  his  speech 
with  something  in  the  nature  of  a 
threat  to  the  Irish  Members.  The  hon. 
Member  had  stated  that  if  the  Irish 
Members  o  posed  this  Bill,  it  might 
influence  him  and  other  English  Mem- 
bers in  the  amount  of  support  they  would 
give  to  the  endeavour  to  obtain  justice 
to  Ireland  in  regard  to  the  gold  orna- 
ments. 
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Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  explained  that 
what  he  said  wus,  that  it  might  deter  a 
number  of  Members  who  were  sym- 
pathetic towards  the  DubUn  Gallery 
from  taking  the  course  they  otherwise 
would  take. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  thouglr.  he 
had  not  done  the  hon.  Member  any  in- 
justice. He  regretted  the  nature  of 
that  portion  of  the  hon.  Member's 
re  narks  all  the  more  because  he  agreed 
to  a  large  extent  with  the  remainder 
of  his  speech.  No  man  who  considered 
the  matter  impartially  could  blame 
the  Irish  Members  for  calling  attention 
in  the  most  marked  way  possible  to 
the  fact  that  while  large  sums  were 
constantly  being  paid  for  art  purposes 
in  London,  very  small  sums  were  voted 
for  similar  purposes  in  Ireland.  In  the 
matter  of  art,  Ireland  had  not  in  the 
past  received  as  much  as  she  ought  from 
the  Imperial  Exchequer.  Holding  that 
view  very  strongly,  he  thought  his  hon. 
friends  were  perfectly  justified  in  raising 
and  pressing  the  question  as  they  had 
done.  For  himself,  however,  he  did  not 
intend  to  vote  against  the  resolution.  He 
did  not  agree  with  the  view  that  Ireland 
had  no  concern  in  art.  It  was  true  that 
she  was  a  poor  country,  that  her  art 
had  been  stunted  and  starved,  but  he 
took  the  view  that  the  Irish  people  were 
essentially  an  aitistic  people,  and  that 
their  country  was  interested  in  the 
preservation  of  art,  and  of  great  examples 
of  art,  not  only  in  England,  but  in  every 
country  in  the  world.  He  did  not 
beUeve  it  would  be  in  accordance  with 
the  general  sentiments  of  the  Irish 
people  to  take  any  course  which  would 
militate  against  the  preservation  of 
works  of  art  in  the  National  Gallery  in 
London.  As  an  Irishman  he  should 
be  sorry  to  give  any  vote  which  migh^ 
be  c:)n8tru  d  into  an  attempt  to  pro- 
long a  state  of  t  ings  in  which  that 
collec  ion  of  art  was  endangered  or 
threatened  by  fire.  He,  therefore,  did 
not  propose  to  vote  against  the  resolution, 
and,  if  he  might  be  allowed  to  express  an 
opinion,  he  thought  the  protest  which 
had  been  made  against  the  small  sums 
given  for  purposes  of  art  in  Ireland 
would  have  its  effect,  and  that  that  effect 
would  not  be  enhanced  by  taking  a 
divisiju  on  the  subject. 


1244 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  sai '  a  plain 
question  had  been  put  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  as  to  the  amount  of  expendi- 
ture involved  in  this  proposal,  and  he 
had  expressed  his  wiUingness  to  give 
the  information  if  pressed.  On  the 
occasion  of  the  Public  OflSces  (Sites)  Bill 
the  Irish  Members  opposed  the  passage 
of  the  measure.  The  estimate  ia 
that  case  was  only  about  £300,000, 
but  he  now  understood  that  that  piece 
of  legislation  had  cost  nearer  £5,000,000. 
In  the  face  of  that  circumstance,  he 
thought  it  would  be  a  great  mistake  on 
the  part  of  the  Committee  to  pass  the 
present  resolution  without  some  definite 
statement  on  the  part  of  the.  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  The  Bill  proposed  to  acq-iire 
this  land,  the  price  of  which  was  to  be 
settled  by  arbitration,  and  therefore, 
he  did  not  think  any  harm  would  be 
done  by  giving  the  House  some  idea 
as  to  the  cost.  He  agreed  with  his  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  South  Kilkenny 
that  they  w.re  providing  no  security 
against  fire  by  removing  those  build- 
ings. If  they  were  to  place  a  green  field 
all  round  the  National  Gallery  they 
would  be  hable  to  have  a  fire  inside  the 
gallery  just  the  same.  This  was  not 
a  time  to  place  additional  burdens  upon 
Ireland,  more  especially  when  .rcland 
got  no  extra  contribution  herself.  The 
noble  Lord  opposite  had  stated  that  quite 
recently  a  sum  of  £20,000  had  been 
voted  for  the  National  Gallery  in  Dublin. 
He  did  not  think  they  would  get  a 
guarantee  of  fair  treatment  unless  some 
responsible  oflScial  of  the  Government 
gave  them  some  promise  of  equivalent 
treatment  to  Ireland.  He  was  disposed 
to  divide  against  this  Bill  as  a  protest 
against  passing  legislation  in  the  darL 

Mr.  O'MARA  said  they  were  not  in 
the  humour  to  be  treated  with  contempt 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite. 
His  hon.  friend  had  asked  what  was  the 
amount  of  money  which  they  were  going 
to  vote.  They  were  being  asked  to  vote 
an  indefinite  sum  for  a  purpose  in  which 
they  had  no  interest.  Unless  they  were 
told  the  amount  he  should  move  that 
they  report  progress.  He  did  not  agree 
with  the  course  suggested  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Waterford.  He 
agreed  with  liim  that  the  Irish  were  an 
artistic  people,  but  he  thyu^t^hat  the 
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place  for  the  Irish  people  to  gratify  their 
artistic  instincts  was  in  the  Art  Gallery 
at  Dublin,  and  not  in  London.  He  could 
not  see  his  way  to  vote  for  this  money, 
and  if  the  matter  went  to  a  division  he 
should  vote  against  it.  He  trusted  that 
the  First  Commissioner  of  Works  would 
see  his  way  to  state  what  was  the  probable 
amount  which  would  be  spent  in  pur- 
chasing this  land. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  We  are  subject 
in  Ireland  to  the  scandal  that  we  have  to 
maintain  our  Art  Gallery  by  a  system  of 
annual  bazaars,  to  which  we  are  asked 
to  take  tickets  at  5s.  each.  We  have  to 
maintain  the  Irish  National  Gallery  in 
this  way,  whereas  in  England  you  vote 
tens  of  thousands  of  pounds  for  this  pur- 
pose without  giving  us  anything  in  the 
nature  of  an  equivalent  grant.  I  do  not 
want  to  criticise  what  has  been  said  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Water- 
ford.  We  have  been  denied  the  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  this  matter  in  Supply, 
and  therefore  we  have  been  obUged  to 
take  this  opportunity  of  bringing  the 
matter  forward.  We  have  failed  to  get 
the  least  consideration  of  our  demands 
in  regard  to  Ireland,  and  I  am  surprised 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
has  not  thought  it  worth  his  while  to 
come  down  to  the  House  while  this 
matter  is  under  discussion.  I  think  this 
is  a  fair  opportunity  of  bringing  this 
matter  forward.  Upon  former  occasions 
the  Minister  in  charge  has  always  been 
willing  to  state  what  is  the  exact  amount 
of  the  money  to  be  voted.  I  have  in  this 
House  been  voting  money  for  the  benefit 
of  English  art  for  the  last  twenty  years, 
and  I  must  confess  that  I  can  see  no 


improvement  at  all  either  in  the  art  or 
in  the  manners  of  the  British  people.  I 
think  under  these  circumstances  that 
we  are  quite  justified  in  asking  what 
advantage  we  shall  get  for  voting  these 
large  sums  of  money.  If  you  were 
French  or  Italian  people  who  had  shone 
in  these  matters  you  might  reasonably 
appeal  to  us.  I  do  not  think  that  any 
case  has  been  made  out  for  the  present 
Vote,  and  if  the  Government  insist  upon 
putting  this  matter  forward,  let  them 
state  the  amount,  and  then  we  can 
move  to  reduce  it  by  the  extent  to  which 
Ireland  is  aflfected.  I  have  looked  over 
the  Estimates,  and  I  have  failed  to  find 
the  £10,000  which  my  noble  friend 
opposite  says  is  to  be  voted  to  the  Irish 
National  Gallery  this  year. 


Lord  BALCARRES  ; 
the  building  grants. 


It  comes  under 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  thought  they  were 
entitled  upon  an  occasion  Uke  this  to 
the  information  they  were  asking  for. 
They  said  that  London  was  a  great  Im- 
perial centre,  that  they  must  have  their 
dockyards  in  England,  and  their  cordite 
from  Birmingham.  Therefore,  when  they 
were  dealing  with  art  he  thought  they 
were  entitled  to  say  they  ought  to  be 
more  Catholic  and  less  Protestant  in 
their  action  towards  Ireland,  and  give 
them  a  sum  fairly  proportionate  to  the 
amount  you  expend  in  England. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  -.—Ayes,  1 70  ; 
Noes,  G.     (Division  List  No.  348.) 


Aclaud-Hood,CaptSir.  Alex.F. 
•^gg-Oardner,  James  Tynte 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Adsoq,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Ark  Wright,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold  Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Asher,  Alexander 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
^ot,Cspt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bftin,  Colonel  Jame^  Robert 
Balfour,Rt.Hon.A.J.(Manch'r 
BaUour,  Copt.  C.  R  (Hornsey) 
Wfour,RtHnGeraldW.(  Leeds 
Bentmok,  Lord  Henry  C. 
B«Sfnold,  Arthur 
ooland,  John 


AYES. 

Bond,  Edward 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brigg,  John 

Brown,  GeorgeM.  ( Edinbu  rgh) 
BuUard,  Sir  Harry 
Burns,  John 
Butcher,  John  Greorge 
Caldwell,  James 
CavendiBh.  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,V.C.W.(Derbyshire 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.Hn.J.(Birm.) 
Chamberlain,J.Austen(Woro*r 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
CoUings,  Rt  Hon.  Jesse 


Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Corbett ,  A.Cameron(G  lasgo  w) 
Cranbourne,  Viscount 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalr^ple,  Sir  Charles 
Davies,SirHoratioD.  (Chath  am 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers* 
Duffy,  William  J. 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Durninff-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Edwards,  Frank 
Eli  bank.  Master  of 
Evans,Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
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Farrell,  James  Patrick 
FeUowestHon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Ffrenoh,  Peter 

Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehunfc 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  WiUiam  Hayes 
Fitzroy,  Hon.  Ed  ward  Algernon 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Fo8ter,PhilipS.(Warwick,S.W. 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Groddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gordon,  Hn.  J.  E.  (Elgin&Naim 
Gordon,MajEvans-(T*rH*ml'»8 
Gore,HnG.R.C.Orm8by-(Salop 
Gore,Hon.S.F.  Ormsby-(Lino.) 
Goschen,  Hon  George  Joachim 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,  W.- Raymond  (Cambs.) 
Gretton,  John 
(ruthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hamiiton,RtHnLordG(Midd'x 
Hamilton,  Marqof ( L'nd'  ndeny 
Hanbunr,  Rt.  Hn.  Robe  rt  Wm 
Hardy,Laurence(KentA8hford 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Scale- 
Heath,  ArthurHoward(  Hanley 
Heath,  James (Staflfords.,N.W 
Hope,  J.  F.(SheffildBright8ide 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Howard,  John  (KentFaversh.) 
Johnston,  Wm.  (Belfast) 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Joyce,  Michael 

Kenyon-Slane^,Col.  W.(Salop. 
Keswick,  Wilham 
Lambert,  George 
Tiambton,  Hon.  Frederick  W. 
Lawrence,  Jo6eph(Monmouth) 


Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 


Lawrence,  W.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Lee,  Arthur  H  ( Hants.  ,Fareham 
Legge,  Cd.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leveaon-Gower, Frederick  N.8. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long.Rt.Hn.  Walter  (Bri8tol,S. 
Lucas,  Col. Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Lucas  Reginald  J.  (Portsmouth 
Lundon,  W. 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
M 'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M' Arthur,  WUliam  (Cornwall) 
M'Iver,SirLewi8(  EdinburghW 
Maiendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Maxwell,  WJH.  (Dumfriesshire 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Morgan , David J(  Walthamstow 
Morgan,HnJBVed.(Monm*th8h ) 
Morrell,  Georee  Herbert 
Morris,  Hon.  Martin  Henry  F. 
Morton,Edw.J.C.  ^DevonporU 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray,  RtHnA.Graham(  Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
0'Brien,Kendal(Tipperary,Mid 
0*Br  ien  ,Patr  iek  ( Kilkenny) 
aBrien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N  ) 
O'Malfey,  William 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 

NOES. 

Murphy,  John 

Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 

Sullivan,  Donal 


Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Redmond,  William  (Qare) 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Ridley,S.Forde(BethniaGreeii) 
Riggt  Richard 

Ritchie,  Rt.Hn.  Chas.Thoni8on 
Roberts,  John  H.  (DenlMghs.) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
RusseU,  T.  W. 

Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,  East) 
Smith  ,JamesParker(  Lanarks. ) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley  ,Hn.Arthurf  Ormskirk 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stroyan,  John 

Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  £.  (Ouchester) 
Talbot,RtHnJ.G.(OxrdUniv.) 
Thomas,David  Alfred  (Merthjr 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Warde,  Cdonel  C.  E. 
Wa8on,JohnOEithcart(  Orkney ) 
Webb,Colond  William  George 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
Whiteley,H(Ashton  und-Lync 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Wills,  Sir  Frederick 
WUson,  A.  Stanley  ( York,E.R) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hon.E.R.(Bath 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 

Tblubrs  for  the  Am— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Tellers     for     the     Noes— 
Mr.  TuUy  and  Mr.  O'Mara. 


Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  autho- 
rise the  payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be 
provided  by  Parliament,  of  all  Expenses 
incurred  by  the  Commissioners  of  Works 
under  any  Act  of  the  present  session  for 
the  acquisition  of  certain  land,  near  the 
National  Gallery  in  London,  and  for 
other  purposes  connected  therewith. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  to-morrow. 

SUMMARY    JURISDICTION     (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged.     Bill  withdrawn. 

TROUT    FISHING    ANNUAL   CLOSE 
TIME    (SCOTLAND)    BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged.     Bill  withdrawn. 


BURIAL    GROUNDS   (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged.     Bill  withdrawn.^ 


DRUNKARDS   BILL  [Lords]. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged.    Bill  withdrawn. 

In  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  House 
of  this  day,  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the 
House  without  Question  put 


Adjourned  at  the  twenty  minuUe 
before  Two  of  the  clock. 
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SAT   FIRST. 

The  Lord  Northington  (L.  Henley) 
sat  first  in  Parliament  after  the  death 
of  his  father. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate 
from  the  Examiners  that  the  Standing 
Orders  [applicable  to  the  following  Bill 
have  been  complied  with — 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  7). 

The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

RHYL  IMPROVEMENT  BILL. 
The  King's  consent  signified ;  and  Bill 
reported  from  the  Select  Committee,  with 
Amendments. 

METROPOLITAN  ELECTRIC   SUPPLY 
BILL. 

SHIREOAKS,  LAUGHTON,  AND  MALTBY 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

Reported  with  Amendments. 

LOCAL     GOVERNMENT     PROVISIONAL 
I  ORDER  (No.  11)  BILL. 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
^  without  amendment,  and  committed  to  a 
•3  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Thurs- 
^  day  next. 

%    HUMBER  COMMERCIAL  RAILWAY  AND 
I  DOCK  BILL. 

^         BRADFORD  CORPORATION  BILL, 
e       Read     S**,     with    the    Amendments; 
^   further  Amendments  made ;  Bills  passed, 
and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

LONDON,    TILBURY,    AND    SOUTHEND 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

PAISLEY  POLICE  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
BILL. 

Read  3^,  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

LOCH  LEVEN  WATER  POWER  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1^  ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 

VOL.  XCVIL      [Fourth  Series.] 


GLASGOW  CORPORATION  (POLICE) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  CONFIRMA- 
TION    BILL    [H.L.]. 

WATER       ORDERS       CONFIRMATION 
(No.     1)    BILL    [H.L.]. 

WATER       ORDERS       CONFIRMATION 
(No.    2)    BILL    [H.L.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 
to. 

ST.  BARTHOLOMEW'S  HOSPITAL  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 
to,  with  an  Amendment;  the  said 
Amendment  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

BOURNEMOUTH   CORPORATION    BILL 

[ILL.]. 

CHESTER  CORPORATION   TRAMWAYS 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

MANCHESTER  CORPORATION  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

WIGAN  CORPORATION  TRAMWAYS, 
ETC.,  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 
to,  with  Amendments. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  9)  BILL. 

TORRINGTON  AND  OKEHAMPTON 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons,  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

GLASGOW  CORPORATION  (TRAMWAYS 
AND  GENERAL)  ORDER  CONFIRMA- 
TION BILL  [H.L.]. 

Bill  read  3^  (according  to  Order). 

♦The  SECRETARY  for  SCOTLAND 

SLord  Balfour  of  Bukleigh):  My 
jords,  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  ask  your 
Lordships  to  allow  some  Amendments  to 
be  inserted  in  this  Bill,  Amendments 
which,  after  consultation  with  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees,  it  was  not  thought 
expedient  I  should  make  upon  my  own 
authority,  inasmuch  as  they  contravene 
the  Standing  Orders  of  this  House.  The 
circumstances  are  these :  When  a  local 
authority  is  given  power  to  make  and 
work  a  tramway  in  the  district  of  another 
local  authority,  that  is  only  done  subject 
to  the  restriction  that  the  second  local 
authority,  after  a  certain  period  of  years, 
usually  fixed  at  twenty-one  or  forty-two 
years,  may  purchase  and  work  the  tram- 
way for  itself.  Variations  of  this  order 
are  not  altogether  unknown,   although^ 
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perhaps,  there  is  no  such  conspicuous 
instance  of  the  order  having  been  varied 
as  in  the  case  of  Glasgow.  In  1875, 
Glasgow  was  given  in  perpetuity  the 
power  to  make  and  work  tramways  in  a 
district  subject  to  another  local  authority, 
but  immediately  contiguous  to  its  borders. 
This  policy  has  been  continued,  and 
power  was  given  to  extend  them  in  1879, 
1 885,  1 893,  and  1 899.  The  present  order 
is  promoted  largely  in  the  interests  of 
districts  outside  the  city  of  Glasgow,  and 
the  extensions  which  it  proposes  to  make 
are  undertaken  at  the  instance  of  the 
inhabitants  of  those  districts  and  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  various  local 
authorities  interested.  All  these  local 
authorities  are  willing  that  the  extensions 
should  be  made  on  the  same  terms  as 
those  agreed  to  in  previous  extensions  of 
the  Corporation  tramways  into  their  ter- 
ritory, and  I  think  it  would  be  a  serious 
matter  if  Parliament  were  now  to  with- 
draw from  the  policy  it  has  pursued  for 
so  many  years  in  regard  to  the  Glasgow 
tramways.  I  do  not  anticipate  any 
opposition  from  my  noble  friend  the 
Chairman  of  Committees  to  the  insertion 
of  these  Amendments,  but  we  thought 
this  course  should  be  taken  in  the  House 
and  not  simply  on  the  authority  of  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland. 

The  CHAIRMAN  of  COMMITTEES 
(The  Earl  of  Morley)  :  My  Lords,  my 
noble  friend  is  quite  right  in  thinking 
that  I  do  not  propose  to  offer  any  opposi- 
tion to  the  Amendments.  I  would  remind 
the  House  that  the  case  of  Glasgow  is 
absolutely  unique.  Ever  since  1870,  five 
years  before  the  date  my  noble  friend 
mentioned,  Glasgow  have  obtained  powers 
to  extend  their  tramways  beyond  the 
district  over  which  they  have  municipal 
control,  without  being  confined  by  the 
action  of  the  Standing  Or4er  or  of  the 
clause  of  the  Bill  of  1870,  which  gave  the 
local  authorities  through  whose  district 
the-  tramways  were  constructed  power  of 
purchase.  Under  these  circumstances  I 
have  had  communications  with  my  noble 
friend  on  the  subject,  and  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  hearing  what  the  Corpora- 
tion of  Glasgow  think  with  regard  to  it. 
It  appears  that  the  extensions  of  tram- 
ways proposed  this  year  are  not  very 
large,  and,  to  a  considerable  extent, 
though  perhaps  not  absolutely,  they  take 
in  a  given  area.  It  would  be  ex- 
tremely inconvenient  if   this    particular 

Lord  Balfour  of  Bu/rleigh, 


system  of  tramways  were  con- 
structed on  different  terms  and  on  dif- 
ferent conditions  from  the  tramways 
already  in  existence,  and  I  think  the 
House  would  do  well  to  allow  the  con- 
cession asked  for  to  the  Corporation  of 
Glasgow.  But  I  do  not  think  it  is  a  con- 
cession that  ought  to  be  allowed  in  every 
future  extension  of  tramways.  I  put 
that  in  a  sort  of  caveat.  I  think  future 
cases  must  be  considered  carefully  on 
their  merits,  but  in  this  particular  case  I 
cannot  advise  your  Lordships  to  oppose 
the  Amendments. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN:  My 
Lords,  I  do  not  differ  in  any  way  from 
what  the  two  noble  Lords  have  said  in 
regard  to  these  Amendments,  but  I  rise 
to  make  a  protest  against  Glaisgow  claim- 
ing to  have  a  right  to  purchase  tramways 
out  and  out.  I  was  in  Scotland  this  year 
upon  a  Commission  which  had  to  inquire 
into  one  or  two  cases  similar  to  this,  and 
the  Corporation  of  Glasgow  appeared 
They  mentioned  that  in  severjil  cases 
Parliament  had  allowed  them  to  purchase 
their  tramways  absolutely,  and  they 
founded  on  that  a  claim  that  they  must 
be  allowed  to  purchase  outright  any 
tramways  they  were  allowed  to  make.  If 
you  give  to  any  corporation  an  absolute 
right  to  purchase  tramways,  you  extend 
their  fingers  into  the  districts  of  other 
local  authorities,  and  give  them  a  sort  of 
prima  facie  claim  towards  at  some  time 
absorbing  those  local  authorities.  I 
merely  say  this  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
pressing a  hope  that  no  Committees  or 
Commissions  will  ever  treat  this  claim 
on  the  part  of  Glasgow  as  anything  in 
the  nature  of  a  right.  So  far  as  I  know, 
it  has  been  done  in  no  other  case  except 
that  of  Glasgow,  and  why  the  Corpora- 
tion of  Glasgow,  excellent  as  their 
management  is,  should  be  given  by  Par 
liament,  or  should  claim  to  have  from 
Parliament,  a  right  of  purchase  which  is 
not  conceded  to  any  other  local  authority, 
I  do  not  know. 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Bill  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

LOCAL     GOVERNMENT     PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (PORT)   BILL; 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (HOUSING  OF  WORKING 
CLASSES)  (No.  2)   BILL. 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1263 


Finance 


{23  July  1901} 


Sill 


^54 


BELFAST   AND   NORTHERN    COUNTIES] 
RAILWAY  BILL.  I 

DERBY   CORPORATION  BILL. 
Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 1 
tion,  That  the  Lord  Ludlow  be  proposed  I 
to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  the  said  Bills  in  the  place 
of    the    Earl     Waldegrave ;    read,    and 
agreed  to. 

LONDON   UNITED   TRAMWAYS   BILL. 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON,  TOWCESTER, 
AND  MIDLAND  JUNCTION,  EAST  AND 
WEST  JUNCTION,  AND  EVESHAM, 
REDDITCH,  AND  STRATFORD- UPON- 
AVON  JUNCTION  RAILWAY  COM- 
PANIES   BILL. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec 
tion,  That  the  Lord  Wrottesley  be  pro- 
posed to  the  House  as  a  member  of  ihe  i 
Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bills  in  the  j 
place  of  the  Lord  Tredegar ;  read,  and 
agreed  to. 


LUNACY. 

Return  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  the 
number  of  visits  made  and  the  number  of 
patients  seen  by  the  several  Commis- 
sioners in  Lunacy  during  the  six  months 
ending  on  the  30th  June,  1901. 

PENAL   SERVITUDE  ACTS,  1853  to 
1891  (CONDITIONAL  LICENCE). 

Licence  to  be  at  large  granted  to 
Arthur  Sturrock,  to  which  are  alinexed 
conditions  other  than  those  contained  in 
Schedule  A  of  the  Penal  Servitude  Act, 
1867. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

LONDON  UNDERGROUND  RAILWAYS. 
Report  from  the  Joint  Committee  (with 
the  proceedings  of  the  Committee)  made, 
and  to  be  printed :  Minutes  of  evidence, 
together  with  appendices,  laid  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  delivered  out.    (No.  177.) 

EDUCATION   (SCOTLAND). 
General  Report  from  the  Chief    In- 
spector of  the  Western  Division  of  Scot- 
land, for  the  year  1900. 

NATIONAL   EDUCATION    (IRELAND). 
Annual  Eeport  of  the  Commissioners, 
for  the  year  1900. 

JUDICIAL  STATISTICS  (ENGLAND  AND 
WALES),  1899. 

Part  IL  Civil  Judicial  Statistics: 
Statistics  relating  to  the  Judicial  Com- 
mittee of  the  Privy  Council,  the  House 
of  Lords,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature, 
Ck)unty  Courts,  and  other  Civil  Courts ; 
edited  by  John  Macdonell,   Esq.,  C.B., 

PRISONS  (IRELAND). 
Twenty-third   Report  of  the   General 
Piisons  Board  (Ireland),  1900-1901. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


PETITIONS, 

TEMPERANCE. 
Petition  for  legislation  to  promote,  of 
inhabitants   of  the  Diocese   of  Carlisle; 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

ROYAL  DECLARATION  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Petition  against,  of  the  Scottish 
Women's  Protestant  Union;  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


DAY    INDUSTRIAL    SCHOOLS 
(IRELAND)  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Reported  from  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee without  amendment,  and  to  be 
read  3^  on  Thursday  next. 


FINANCE  BILL. 

[Second    Reading.] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2^. 

♦Lord  WELBY  :  My  Lords,  I  know 
well  the  limit  which  constitutional  usage 
puts  upon  your  Lordships  in  dealing  with 
financial  questions,  but  I  believe  this 
House  has  always  reserved  to  itself  the 
right  to  offer  comments  and  criticisms 
upon  these  matters,  and  I  trust  your 
Lordships  will  bear  with  me  while  I  make 
a  few  observations  with  regard  to  this 
Bill.  One  often  notices,  on  the  top  of  a 
steep  hill,  that  a  friendly  warning  tells 
that  it  is  dangerous  to  cyclists.  It 
appears  to  me  that  we  have  been  for 
forty  years  bowling  along  a.  level  and 
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easy  road  in  finance,  until  at  last  we  have 
become  somewhat  careless  and  over-con- 
fident, and  I  think  the  time  has  come 
when  some  friendly  hand  should  be  held 
up  to  warn  taxpayers  against  the  steep 
and,  I  am  afraid,  long  descent  in  finance 
upon  which  we  have  entered.  I  observe 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  did 
give  a  warning  to  the  House  of  Commons 
on  the  subject,  but  I  did  not  notice  that 
he  was  abating  his  pace,  or  that  he  gave 
us  any  promise  of  precaution  against 
those  dangers  of  which  he  warned  us.  I 
would  asK  your  Lordships  whether  the 
time  has  not  come  to  consider  the  direc- 
tion in  and  the  pace  at  which  we  are 
travelling.  I  know  it  is  often  supposed 
that  the  Treasury  is  able  to  enforce 
economy.  Some  mystical  notions  are 
held  of  the  power  of  the  Treasury,  but 
the  fact  is,  the  Treasury  is  a  department, 
organised  like  any  other  department, 
with  a  Minister,  cenerally  a  powerful 
Minister,  at  its  head.  But  that  Minister 
is  subject  to  the  Cabinet,  and  the  Cabinet 
is  influenced  by  public  opinion,  and  I 
think  the  experience  of  your  Lordships 
will  teach  you  that  if  public  opinion  is 
in  favour  of  economy  the  Finance  Minis- 
ter is  all-powerful.  If  public  opinion  is 
careless  about  economy,  then  the  Finance 
Minister  is  absolutely  powerless. 

For  the  purpose  of  explaining  my 
views  I  would  ask  yoiu*  Lonlships  to  let 
me  divide  recant  financial  history  into 
three  periods.  The  first  will  be  from  the 
beginning  of  the  reign  of  the  late  Queen 
up  to  1887,  the  second  period  from  1887 
to  1897,  and  the  third  period  the  current 
year.  A  great  part  of  the  first  period, 
from  1837  to  1887,  was  a  period  of  pres- 
sure. We  all  know  that  at  the  close  of 
the  great  war  the  resources  of  this  nation 
were  entirely  overstrained.  We  know 
that  people  at  that  time  talked  seriously 
as  to  whether  it  would  not  be  necessary 
to  apply  the  sponge  with  regard  to  the 
National  Debt,  that  pauperism  was  ram- 
pant, and  that  the  working  classes  were 
discontented  and  overtaxed.  It  may  be 
within  the  memory  of  your  Lordships 
that  at  that  time  Sydney  Smith  gave  a 
celebrated  description  of  our  taxation  as 
a  warning  to  our  American  cousins 
against  embarking  on  a  course  of 
glory.  That  condition  of  things 
continued  for  a  good  many  years.  Very 
little  change  in  the  condition  of  the  work- 
ing classes  had  taken  place  when  her  late 
Majesty  ascended  the  Throne.  It  is  not 
Lord  Welby. 


surprising,  therefore,   that  at  that  time 
every  statesman  and  all  parties  were  in 
favour  of  economy,  and  amongst  the  most 
earnest  advocates  of  economy  was  the  great 
party  led  by  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and 
Sir  Robert  Peel.     This  country  has  been 
fertile    in   a    succession  of    able  Chan- 
cellors   of  the   Exchequer,   but    in  200 
years  since  the  Revolution  there    have 
been,   I  think,   five  pre-eminent,  and  I 
think    your  Lordships  will  admit  that 
amongst  these  five  Sir  Robert  Peel  was  not 
the  least  eminent.  He  was  the  very  incar- 
nation of  economy.      I  have  often  heard 
Mr.  Gladstone  give  instances  of  the  stern- 
ness with  which,  when  Sir  Robert  was 
Prime  Minister,  he  enforced  economy  on 
his  Ministers.     Powerful  heads  leave  in- 
fluence on  their  department.     The  tradi- 
tions of  the  department  are  formed  by 
and    learned     from     their     chiefs,    and 
I     can  remember    how    completely    the 
Treasury,     when     I     first     entered   it, 
was  imbued  with  the  lessons  which  had 
been  learned  from  Sir  Robert  Peel.     But 
we  must  remember  that  during  that  time 
Sir  Robert  Peel  was  acting  in  accordance 
with,   and   not   in  opposition  to,    public 
opinion.     As  far  as   ray   reading  carries 
me,   I   think  that  the  time  of  pressure 
lasted  until  about  the  year  1845.    In  that 
year  the  tide  appears  to  have  turned,  and 
during    the    period     1845-87    a    steady 
run     of     prosperity,      with      occasional 
sets    back,     took   place,   and    the     con- 
dition  of     the    United     Kingdom     on 
the     whole     improved    immensely.    In 
fact,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the 
desire  for  economy  which  prevailed  in 
the  earlier  years  had  very  much  modified 
in  the  later  years  of  that  period,  and, 
indeed,  I  think  the  idea  of  economy  by 
that  time  would  have  died  away  entirely 
had  it  not  been  for  two  great  reasons 
which  had  weight  in  the  public  mind. 
The  first  of  those  reasons  was  the  abso- 
lute   necessity  to  reduce  and  readjust 
taxation.     The  second  was  the  laudable 
desire  to  reduce  the  weight  of  the  public 
debt.      During  the  last  thirty  years  a 
considerable  result  has  been  obtained  on 
the  second  of  those  heads,  but  I  will  con- 
fine myself  at  present  to  the  first     I 
will    take    for    my  purpose    the   sixty 
years  that  passed  after  the  accession  of 
the  late  Queen.     In  1837  our  system  of 
taxation  was  extremely  onerous  and  un- 
equal.    One  must  always  remember  that 
the  taxation  on  articles  of  consumption 
falls  practically  upon  the  working  classes. 
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Competent  authorities  have  held,  and  I 

think  it  is  a  conclusion  which  is  generally 
accepted,  that  four-fifths  of  the  taxation 

on  articles  of  consumption  is  paid  by  the 
working  classes.  If  that  is  the  case,  we 
can  judge  what  the  weight  of  the  taxation 
was  when  I  say  that  in  1837,  71  per  cent, 
of  the  revenue  was  levied  on  articles  of 
consumption,  and  23  per  cent,  only  in 
taxes  which  fall  especially  on  tho  wealthy. 
Successive  Governments  addressed  them- 
selves during  the  ensuing  sixty  years  to 
the  great  work  of  readjusting  and  reduc- 
ing taxation,  and  at  the  close  of  that  time 
the  taxes  on  articles  of  consumption  had 
fallen  to  44  per  cent.,  and  those  on  the 
wealthier  claisses  had  risen  to  40  per  cent. 

I  will  give  another  illustration.  Dur- 
ing that  time  the  prosperity  of  the 
working  classes  had  enabled  them  to  con- 
sume double  and  treble  the  amount  con- 
sumed at  the  outset  of  the  period,  yet  the 
actual  taxation  paid  per  head  on  articles 
of  consumption,  instead  of  increasing,  had 
actually  fallen,  and  by  no  less  an  amount 
than  15  per  cent.  Let  us  consider  for  a 
moment  what  the  figures  mean.  The 
working  classes  pay  85  pence  in  taxes 
where  in  1837  they  paid  100  pence,  yet 
they  <jonsume  far  more  of  the  articles 
which  aro  or  were  taxable  than  in  1837. 
In  the  meantime  they  have  been  admitted 
to  the  franchise,  and  have  become  a 
dominant  factor  in  tho  State.  Yet  in 
1^59o  they  returned  and  have  maintained 
a  Conservative  majority  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  a  Conservative  Govern- 
ment in  power.  This  may  not  seem  so 
unmixed  a  good  to  us  on  this  side  as  to 
noble  Lords  opposite,  but  on  one  point 
we  shall  all  rejoice.  Whereas  in 
1837  there  was  a  people  discontented  I 
and  in  a  dangerous  mood,  fifty  years  of  ' 
good  legislation,  in  which  reduction  of 
taxation  is  an  important  factor,  has 
converted  them  into  a  loyal,  united,  and 
contented  people.  The  great  object  of 
Groveniment  is  so  far  attained,  and  there 
can  be  no  difference  of  opinion  among  us 
as  to  the  result. 

I  want  now,  my  Lords,  to  draw  your 
attention  to  the  increase  in  expenditure. 
I  confine  myself  to  military  and  naval 
expenditure,  in  order  not  to  weary  your 
Lonhbips  with  figures,  but  what  I  say  of 
military  expenditure  applies  with  equal 
force  to  civil  expenditure.  In  1837  the 
naval  and  military  expenditure  was 
rather  under  £1 2,000,000  sterling.  That 
was   the  nadir  of  military  expenditure. 


In  1887  it  had  risen  to  £30,500,000,  an 
increase  of  very  nearly  150  per  cent.  At 
the  same  time  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  during  the  same  period 
the  income  of  the  country  was  increasing 
at  the  same,  if  not  at  a  greater,  rate. 
In  fact,  I  may  say  that  it  would  have 
required  a  greater  income  tax  in  1837  to 
meet  the  charge  of  twelve  millions  than 
it  required  in  1887  to  meet  the  charge  of 
£30,500,000.  Our  wealth  was  increasing 
faster  than  our  expenditure.  Otherwise 
we  could  not  have  remitted  in  that  time 
twenty- two  millions  of  taxation.  In  the 
second  period  of  ten  years,  from  1887  to 
1897,  the  naval  and  military  expenditure 
rose  to  a  little  over  forty  millions,  and  I 
have  to  add  to  that  certain  expenditure 
on  military  and  naval  works  which  I 
very  much  regret  to  say  are  now  made 
the  subject  of  loan.  That  carries  the 
military  expenditure  at  the  end  of  the 
second  period  to  forty-two  millions,  an 
increase  in  the  ten  years  of  £11,500,000. 
Taxes  during  this  period  were  no  longer 
in  course  of  reduction  ;  on  the  contrary, 
an  increase  of  taxation  marked  it.  I  now 
come  to  the  third  period,  the  current 
year,  and  I  exclude  of  course  all  the  war 
expenditure.  The  military  and  naval 
expenditure,  which  was  in  1897  forty-two 
millions,  has  risen  to  sixty-three  millions, 
including  an  allowance  for  those  works 
which  are  really  part  of  the  military 
expenditure.  That  is  an  increase  of 
twenty  millions  in  four  years,  and  in  the 
fourteen  years  from  1887  the  ordinary 
military  and  naval  expenditure  has 
doubled.  I  ask  your  Lordships  whether, 
if  this  be  so,  1  have  not  made  out  my 
case,  that  it  is  time|to  consider  the  pace  at 
which  we  are  travelling.  Let  me  point 
out  two  or  three  circumstances  connected 
with  our  present  position.  Only  ten  years 
ago  the  revenue  derived  from  taxation 
was  seventy-five  millions  a  year ;  in  the 
current  year  it  is  122  millions.  There- 
fore, in  ten  years  the  revenue  from 
taxation  has  risen  forty-seven  millions, 
and  out  of  that  forty-seven  millions 
nearly  thirty-three  millions  is  additional 
taxation.  Though  this  large  amount  of 
taxation  has  been  put  on,  it  really,  as  I 
shall  show,  does  very  little  more  than 
cover  the  ordinary  expenditure  of  the 
country,  apart  from  the  war  expenditure  ; 
and  with  the  prospect  which  is  now  be- 
fore us  it  seems  almost  inevitable  that 
in  a  very  short  time  the  whole  of  that 
largo   amount  of  extgiiitizte^^iBOlOgte 
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required  for  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
country. 

The  ordinary  expenses  of  the  country 
now  amount  to  129  millions.  At  the 
end  of  the  war,  which,  let  us  hope,  will 
be  brought  to  a  speedy  and  successful 
conclusion,  what  will  bo  our  position  ] 
To  these  129  millions  we  shall  have  to 
add,  on  a  very  moderate  computation, 
a  permanent  charge  of  six  millions 
caused  by  the  war.  That  carries  us  up  to 
135  millions,  byt  is  there  any  sign  any- 
where that  Parliament  or  the  public  is 
alive  to  the  situation  1  Do  you  see  any- 
where that  there  is  the  slightest  desire 
for  economy  1  On  the  contrary,  whether 
one  looks  to  the  press  or  to  Parliament, 
one  finds  la  tendency  to  favour  further 
expenditure.  I  think  His  Majesty's 
Government  must  be  somewhat  dismayed 
at  the  prospect  of  the  demands  which  are 
now  likely  to  be  made,  if  one  may  believe 
the  statements  of  experts.  I  have  carried 
the  ordinary  expenditure  of  the  country 
up  to  135  millions,  and,  considering  the 
rate  at  which  our  expenditure  has  been 
increasing,  must  we  not  expect  that  the 
now  demands  for  the  Army  and  the  Navy, 
let  alone  civil  expenditure,  will  surely 
carry  our  ordinary  expenditure  to  close  on 
144  millions  1  What  will  be  your  position 
then  ?  You  will  have  added  thirty-three 
millions  in  the  space  of  something  like 
eleven  or  twelve  years  to  the  taxation 
of  the  country,  simply  to  meet  the 
ordinary  demands  of  the  public  service. 
But,  my  Lords,  if  we  approve  of  such  a 
course  as  that,  are  we  not  running  a  very 
great  danger  ?  It  must  be  evident  that 
unless  some  check  is  placed  on  expendi- 
ture we  shall  have  still  further  to  increase 
taxation.  Within  these  ten  or  twelve 
years  we  have  added  £17,000,000  to  the 
income  tax,  £5,000,000  to  the  death 
duties,  £1,700,000  to  the  tea  duty ;  we 
are  now  imposing  £5,000,000  on  sugar ;  we 
have  added  something  like  £2,800,000 
to  the  beer  duty,  and  between  one  and 
two  millions  to  the  duty  on  spirits,  and 
we  are  levying  £2,000,000  on  coal.  The 
question  is  whether,  with  the  large  in- 
crease of  taxation  during  the  last  ten 
years,  we  have  not  got  very  near  to  the 
limits  of  what  the  country  can  bear,  and 
whether  there  will  not  inevitably  come  a 
cold  fit  which  will  leave  the  country  with 
its  defensive  preparations  in  a  worse  con- 
dition than  they  would  have  been  had 
expenditure  gone  on  at  a  more  moderate 
rate.     Indeed,  1  can  hardly  think  to  what 
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side  we  could  turn  for  further  taxation 
without  running  the  risk  of  incurring 
dangerous  discontent.  I  know  it  has 
been  said  of  late  that  it  is  time  to  broaden 
the  basis  of  taxation,  but  this  is  only  a 
euphemistic  term  for  transferring  taxes 
from  the  rich  on  to  the  poor.  Directly 
you  put  taxation  on  articles  of  consump- 
tion, on  the  best  evidence  that  we  have, 
it  means  that  you  are  putting  four-fifths 
of  that  taxation  on  the  working  classes. 
But  before  we  accept  this  as  inevitable, 
ought  we  not  seriously  to  consider  our 
position?  Ought  we  not  to  a  certain 
extent  to  cut  our  coat  according  to  our 
cloth  ?  Is  it  desirable,  in  deahng  with 
these  demands,  that  we  should  throw 
ourselves  entirely  into  the  hands  of  ex- 
perts 1  Of  course,  in  dealing  with  defen- 
sive expenditure  we  must  be  guided  by 
experts,  but  we  ought  to  exercise  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  prudence  as  to  the  extent 
to  which  we  are  so  guided,  and,  at  all 
events,  some  proportion  should  bo  kept 
between  the  rate  at  which  the  expendi- 
ture is  progressing  and  the  rate  at  which 
the  revenue  progresses.  Surely  it  is 
possible  to  lay  down  some  rule  for  the 
future  by  which,  at  all  events,  the  enor 
mous  bounds  in  expenditure  can  be  regu- 
lated, and  by  which,  if  absolutely  neces- 
sary, expenditure  may  be  spread  over  a 
certain  time,  so  that  it  shall  not  be  neces- 
sary to  forestall  the  natural  increase  of 
the  Revenue.  We  have  had  a  period  of 
such  prosperity  as  I  suppose  has  been 
unheard  of  in  England  before.  There 
are  not  wanting  the  signs  that  that  pros- 
perity may  be  approaching  a  check. 
When  that  check  comes  we  must  expect 
a  fall  in  the  revenue,  and  if  expenditure 
increases  at  the  same  rate  the  problem 
that  will  be  before  Parliament  and  the 
country  is  one  which  I  look  forward  to 
with  the  gravest  apprehension. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  LORD 
PRIVY  SEAL  (The  Marquess  of  Salis- 
bury) :  My  Lords,  I  have  only  a  lay  and 
uninstructed  intelligence  to  bring  to  bear 
with  reference  to  the  accumulated  learn- 
ing which  many  distinguished  years  of 
public  life  have  enabled  the  noble  Lord 
to  gather.  I  cannot  compete  with  him  in 
the  arguments  he  has  brought  forward, 
and  I  do  not  know  that  your  Lordships 
would  very  much  desire  that  I  should 
attempt  to.  I  can  only  express  our  sense 
of  indebtedness  to  him  for  the  very 
valuable  co^kjbijt^io(j^<tj^g|i^  natioual 
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counsels  and  tho  wish  that  he  had 
addressed  a  more  powerful  Assembly  than 
this.  I  feel  that  to  much  of  what  he  has 
said  no  answer  can  possibly  be  given. 
The  only  consideration  that  could  be 
offered,  to  some  extent  in  defence  or 
palliation  of  that  grave  imprudence  which 
the  noble  Lord  brings  to  our  charge,  is 
that  in  the  opinion  at  all  events  of  many 
competent  men  that  spirit  of  economy 
which  marked  some  sixty  or  seventy 
years  of  our  financial  history  is  really 
guilty  of  a  large  part  of  the  extravagance 
to  which  we  have  since  been  forced  to 
yield.  It  is  undoubtedly  believed  by 
many  that  the  extreme  economy  of  the 
year  1837,  and  all  the  years  which  fol- 
lowed it,  which  reduced  this  country  to  a 
disarmed  condition,  though  it  produced 
no  immediate  results,  and  we  were  able 
to  enjoy  the  money  that  we  saved,  still 
left  our  financial  conditions  and  the  con- 
dition of  our  armaments  in  that  position 
that  when  with  the  progress  of  the  world 
danger  came  nearer  and  Great  Powers 
multiplied  there  was  reason  to  apprehend 
that  matters  would  not  remain  as  peaceful 
as  they  had  been.  Then  we  found  that 
we  had  to  pay  for  the  economy  we  had 
practised,  and  for  the  advantages  we  had 
derived  from  it,  by  entering  upon  a  course 
of  expenditure  that  may  have  been 
thought  excessive,  but  which  at  all  events 
was  the  natural  effect  of  the  dangers  in 
which  we  found  ourselves.  I  think  that 
is  the  real  answer,  or  palliation,  or  ex- 
cuse for  the  very  formidable  tendency  to 
extreme  expenditure  which  has  marked 
the  finance  of  the  last  thirty  or  forty 
years.  I  regret  to  say  it  is  an  increasing 
tendency.  Then  we  must  also  ask  the 
noble  Lord  to  consider  that  our  political 
life,  like  our  ordinary  social  and  physical 
life,  is  exposed  to  various  incidents  of 
change  that  we  have  no  power  to  banish. 
We  are  liable  to  difficulties  and  dangers 
which  nothing  wc  can  do  can  prevent, 
and  as  to  which  we  must  make  necessary 
sacrifices  and  take  necessary  precautions. 
At  all  events  the  excellent  language  and 
teaching  which  the  noble  Ijord  has  given 
us  could  not  prevent,  and  did  not  prevent, 
Mr.  Kruger  from  seeing  that  in  his 
political  future  there  were  advantages 
which  tempted  him  and  induced  him 
to  make  an  invasion  of  the  Queen's 
dominions  in  three  places.  It  is  im- 
possible to  maintain  your  financial 
equilibrium  if  accidents  of  that  kind 
pccur,   and   that,    I    think,   in  the  view 


of  posterity,  will  be  our  justification 
for  the  very  large  expenditure  upon 
which  we  have  entered.  We  have 
no  choice ;  we  have  to  protect  our- 
selves, and  we  must  incur  the  expense 
which  that  protection  costs.  Whether 
we  have  done  it  wisely  this  is  not  the 
moment  to  discuss ;  I  should  be  prepared 
to  discuss  it  if  the  question  were  raised. 
But  you  must  not  consider  that  it  is  pos- 
sible to  maintain  expenditure  or  maxims 
of  economy  at  an  equable  level ;  they  must 
be  disturbed  by  those  great  storms  which 
sweep  across  the  poHtical  horizon,  and 
impose  on  you  measures  of  precaution 
and  defence  which  otherwise  you  would 
gladly  have  avoided. 

The  noble  Lord  has  given  us  a  treatise 
which  I  hope  he  will  print  in  a  separate 
form,  as  it  is  most  valuable  for  us  to  study. 
I  hope  his  teaching  will  be  such  as  future 
Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer  will  not 
only  wish  to  follow  but  will  be  able  to 
follow.  But  he  has  to  deal  with  a  very 
awkward  and  difficult  element — namely, 
the  element  of  public  opinion.  During  all 
the  years  of  our  pacific  existence 
there  was  no  doubt  that  the  feel- 
ing of  the  public  was  steadily 
in  favour  of  a  pacific  policy  ;  and 
the  leaders  whom  the  public  followed, 
and  who  governed  the  formation  and 
guidance  of  political  parties,  were  all  men 
who,  like  Sir  Robert  Peel,  valued  the  ad- 
vantages of  peace  and  the  economy  it 
brought  above  everything  else.  That 
state  of  opinion  lias  passed  away ;  as  the 
noble  Lord  himself  says,  the  tide  has 
turned,  and  who  is  he  and  who  are  we 
that  we  should  attempt  to  stem  the  tide  ? 
If  the  tide  has  turned  we  shall  have  to  go 
with  it.  The  noble  Lord  alluded  to  a 
celebrated  passage,  in  which  Sydney 
Smith  warned  the  American  liepublic 
against  the  dangers  and  discomforts  which 
attach  to  the  pursuit  of  glory.  No  doubt 
it  was  thought  at  the  time  to  be  a  very 
wise  lecture,  but  has  it  been  successful  ? 
Has  he  induced  the  American  people  to 
adopt  his  views  1  On  the  contrary,  we 
know  that  it  is  one  of  the  most 
powerful  political  engines  in  the  States 
to  appeal  to  that  national  and 
Imperial  sentiment  to  which  we  have 
been  so  much  exposed,  and  to  which  we 
have  bowed  so  much  in  recent  times. 
We  feel  in  regard  to  the  exhortations  of 
the  noble  Lord,  admirable  as  they  are, 
and  though  they  ought  to  be  studied  by 
all  politicians  or;  both  sides  of  the  House, 
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that  still  we  are  in  the  presence  of  forces 
far  larger  than  any  wo  can  wield  or  influ- 
ence, and  all  we  can  hope  is  to  take 
advantage  of  every  opportunity  which  is 
consistent  with  the  interests  and  honour 
of  our  country  in  order  to  resist  and 
arrest  the  stream  of  expenditure  which,  I 
entirely  agree  with  him,  is  one  of  the 
greatest  dangers  that  threaten  this 
country. 

Earl  SPENCER :  My  Lords,  I  do  not 
propose  to  enter  at  any  length  into  this 
most  interesting  and  important  subject, 
but  I  should  lik*^  to  say  one  or  two  words 
in  regard  to  what  has  fallen  from  the 
noble  Marquess  the  Prime  Minister.  I 
think  my  noble  friend  can  have  no  real 
complaint  against  the  noble  Marquess  for 
the  way  in  which  he  has  taken  his 
remarks.  What  my  noble  friend  really 
desired  to  do,  and  what  has  been  done  in 
another  place  by  a  distinguished  member 
of  the  Government,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  in  pointing  out  the  enormous 
and  rapid  increase  there  has  been  in  all 
public  expenditure,  was  not  to  refer  to 
the  war  expenditure — he  referred  entirely 
to  the  peace  expenditure.  I  wish  par- 
ticularly to  deal  with  that,  because  we  all 
know  that  when  once  this  war  was  em- 
barked on  it  was  necessary  to  engage  in 
heavy  expenditure  in  order  to  bring  it  to 
a  speedy  and  successful  conclusion.  When 
we  come  to  look  at  the  gigantic  increase 
of  our  expenditure  in  various  ways,  I 
think  we  want  to  educate  public  opinion 
a  little  on  the  grievous  events  that  may 
follow  from  a  continuance  of  this  policy. 
We  therefore  arc  indebted  to  my  noble 
friend  for  giving  us  the  benefit  of  his  vast 
experience.  I  feel  very  strongly  on  the 
subject  when  I  think  what  gigantic 
strides  expenditure  has  taken  and  the 
enormous  developments  of  our  revenue. 
I  think  I  am  right  in  saying  that  in  a  few 
years  our  revenue  has  increased  by 
sixteen  millions  sterling  and  oiu*  expendi- 
ture by  twenty-eight  millions.  We  feel 
in  regard  to  all  this  expenditure  that  a 
heavy  responsibility  lies  upon  Govern- 
ment to  see  that  such  enormous 
expenditure  is  applied  in  the  most 
economical  manner  and  for  the  full 
advantage  of  the  public  services.  There 
is,  I  am  afraid,  an  idea  in  the  country — 
and  I  think  there  may  be  considerable 
truth  in  it — that  a  great  deal  of  the  ex- 
penditure is  not  well  managed,  and  that 
sufficient  care  is  not  taken  to  see  that 

The  Marquess  of  Salishurij, 


the  services  get  full  value.  I  do  not  wish 
to  exclude  the  Navy,  with  which  I  have 
been  connected — I  hope  that  there  the  ex- 
penditure is  well  managed ;  but  there  is 
a  strong  impression  that  in  recent  years 
expenditure  on  the  Army  has  not  always 
provided  us  with  the  efficiency  we 
I  ought  to  have.  These  are  the  reasons 
,  why  my  noble  friend  has  brought  this 
matter  forward,  and  I  rejoice  that  he 
has  done  so,  and  that  the  noble  Marquess 
has  agreed  in  much  that  he  has  said.  I 
am  certain  that  if  we  continue  in  the 
course  we  have  begun  serious  effects  will 
result.  Increased  taxation,  of  course, 
increases  the  prices  of  commodities,  and 
will  put  enormous  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  our  commercial  prosperity,  the  exist- 
ence of  which  is  always  calling  for 
increased  expenditure  to  defend  our  com- 
merce in  every  part  of  the  world.  If  we 
have  continued  and  heavy  taxation  of  com- 
modities there  is  a  danger  of  inflicting  a 
wound  on  some  great  industry  or  other 
that  may  lead  to  the  loss  of  that  com- 
mercial prosperity  and  supremacy  of 
which  we  are  all  so  proud. 

On  Question,  agreed  to ;  Bill   read  2<* 
1  accordingly  ;  Committee  negatived  ;  and 
Bill  to  be  read  3^  on  Thursday  next. 

i      ROYAL  DECLARATION  BILL   [u.L.]. 
(Second  Reading.) 

I      Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read 

!  ing  read. 

I 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY: 
My  Lords,  I  have  to  move  the  Second 
Reading  of  this  Bill,  which  results  from 
the  Report  of  a  Committee  your  Lordships 
appointed  to  consider  the  subject,  and 
upon  which  a  debate  has  already  taken 
place  in  this  House.  I  wish  to  point 
out,  not  all,  but  some  of  the  leading  con- 
siderations which  have  induced  us  to 
submit  this  measiu-e  to  your  Lordships. 
The  fact  that  such  a  declaration  lis  re- 
quired has  been  brought  to  public  notice 
by  the  accession  of  a  new  Sovereign,  and 
many  persons  have  turned  their  attention 
to  it  who  had  not  previously  done  so. 
In  this  way  it  has  become  matter 
of  public  interest.  But  it  is  not  only  the 
mere  accident  of  a  change  in  the  occu- 
pancy of  the  Throne ;  there  is  no  doubt 
there  has  been  a  great  change  in  public 
opinion  going  on  for  several  generations, 
by  which  thc^olj|e§|iq(^^(t^e  declaration 
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have  become  less  and  less  tolerable,  and 
as  time  went  on  and  generations  succeeded 
each  other  it  has  been  brought  more  pro- 
minently into  public  view,  and  important 
considerations  have  been  brought  into 
discussion.  Until  the  question  was  dis- 
cussed on  the  accession  I  do  not  think  the 
majority  of  the  people  knew  the  kind  of 
oath  or  declaration  the  Sovereign  was 
forced  to  make.  When  they  did  know,  it 
affected  them  in  various  ways.  In  parte 
where  a  strong  Protestant  feeling  exists 
it  was  not  received  with  reluctance,  or,  at 
any  rate,  did  not  excite  so  much  hostile 
feeling,  but  it  was  otherwise  in  those  parts 
of  the  Empire  where  the  Roman  Catholic 
faith  still  prevails  and  commands  the  alle- 
giance of  large  numbers  of  His  Majesty's 
subjects.  It  was  startling  to  them  to 
know  that  their  Sovereign  was  forced  to 
make  this  declaration  on  his  accession  to 
the  Throne.  When  I  say  he  was  forced 
to  make  it,  I  mean  to  say  the  whole 
political  machine  would  have  come  to  a 
deadlock  if  he  had  not  done  so.  The 
statute  compelled  him  to  make  the 
declaration  before  he  met  his  Parliament, 
and  until  he  met  his  Parliament  it  was 
impossible  that  there  could  be  any  Ligis- 
lation.  So  until  the  declaration  was 
made  nothing  further  could  be  done,  for 
the  only  machine  that  would  enable  you 
to  take  a  different  course — namely,  the 
assent  of  Parliament  to  a  repealing  Act — 
was  in  the  very  nature  of  the  precaution 
of  the  statute  of  Charles  II.  excluded 
from  political  possibility.  That  being 
the  case,  it  was  found,  among  other 
things,  that  the  Sovereign  was  required 
to  declare — 

"That  the  invocfition  or  adoration  of  the 
Virgin  Mary  or  any  other  saint  and  the  sacri- 
fice of  the  ma5i8  as  now  used  in  the  Church  of 
Rome  are  superstitious  and  idolatrons." 

It  was  thus  brought  home  to  the  con- 
sciences of  many  millions  of  His  Majesty's 
subjects  that  the  religion  to  which  they 
were  passionately  attached  was  denounced 
in  the  most  offensive  form  under  statute 
by  the  Sovereign  on  his  accession  to  the 
Throne.  As  your  Lordships  are  aware, 
this  knowledge  produced  a  very  strong 
feeling  among  lioman  Catholic  bodies,  and 
Roman  Catholic  bodies  are  not  the  same 
as  they  were  when  the  statesmen  of 
Charles  II.  passed  this  law.  I  will  not 
enter  into  the  question  what  the  par- 
ticular view  of  Irish  Koman  Catholics  was 
then  or  is  now,  it  would  lead  to  much  - 
difference  of  opinion ;  but  we  have  not  to 


deal  with  Ireland  alone,  we  have  Canada, 
Malta,  Mauritius,  and  many  more 
scattered  communities  now  attached  to 
the  Church  of  Rome  and  subjects  of 
the  Sovereign  of  England,  of  whom 
that  could  not  be  said  in  1680  when  the 
oath  was  first  enacted.  It  is  not 
surprising,  then,  that  strong  feeling  was 
excited.  I  have  received  certain  docu- 
ments from  them,  but  I  have  some  diffi- 
culty in  now  dealing  with  these.  I  cannot 
lay  them  on  the  Table  ;  but,  if  any  noble 
Lord  likes  to  move  for  copies,  the  most  im- 
portant of  them  are  addressed  to  me  and  I 
shall  offer  no  opposition.  This  which  I 
hold  in  my  hand  is  the  most  important ; 
it  contains  an  enormous  number  of 
Maltese  names,  "sincere  Catholics  who 
have  heard  of  thispeculiarity  inthe  English 
Statute-book  with  great  alarm  and  reli- 
gious indignation."  I  cannot  read  the 
precise  terms  of  the  petition  because  it 
is  written  in  Italian,  but  your  Lordships 
will  see  the  feeling  is  keen  and  strong  and 
distinct ;  and  we  nave  the  signatures  of 
British  subjects  in  Malta  who  are  Roman 
Catholics,  and  "  yield  to  none  in  loyalty 
to  the  British  Throne,  but  whose  loyalty 
to  their  Sovereign  stands  by  the  side  of 
intense  loyalty  to  their  Church."  The 
next  is  a  petition  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
community  of  Mauritius,  and  it  goes  on 
to  represent  that  the  declaration 
that  the  Sovereign  is  by  law  required  to 
make  when  he  meets  Parliament  for  the 
first  time  contains  expressions  highly 
offensive  to  His  Majesty's  Roman  Catholic 
subjects,  and  are  at  the  same  time  un- 
necessary for  the  purpose  of  the  declara- 
tion. They  conclude  wllh  a  prayer  for 
legislation  to  amend  the  declaration. 
Then  I  have  an  address  from  the  hierarchy 
of  Canada  to  his  Eminence  Cardinal 
Vaughan,  Archbishop  of  Westminster. 
It  is  perhaps  too  long  to  read,  but  I  may 
say  it  expresses  in  the  strongest  way  the 
feeling  that  animates  other  members  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  jDhurch  in  other 
parts  of  the  Empire.  That  document  is 
signed  by  the  Archbishops  of  Halifax, 
Ottawa,  Quebec,  Montreal,  Toronto,  and 
a  considerable  number  of  bishops. 

What  we  say  is  this.  One  thing  per- 
fectly obvious  is  that  it  represents  a 
totally  different  state  of  things  from  that 
which  presented  itself  to  the  eyes  of  the 
statesmen  of  Charles  II.  when  they  passed 
the  celebrated  Act  with  which  we  are  now 
dealing.  These  Catholics  are  no  doubt 
devoted  members  of  our  EnM)ire^^BDt^ 
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our  King  is  their  King,  and  they  have  as 
much  claim  on  our  King  as  W6  have,  and 
it  is  not  only  intelligible,  but  quite  natural, 
that  they  should  look  upon  it  as  a  real 
grievance  that  language  of  a  most  violent 
and  objectionable  kind  should  be  used 
against  the  articles  of  their  faith  at  the 
most  solemn  moment  of  his  reign  by  the 
Sovereign  when  ascending  the  Throne. 
It  has  been  brought  to  their  knowledge 
by  the  discussions  that  hare  taken  place, 
and  we  can  imagine  the  pain,  grief,  and 
indignation  which  it  has  aroused  in  their 
minds.  That  being  so,  I  do  not  think  we 
have  any  choice  but  to  bring  it  under  the 
notice  of  Parliament  again.  Two 
hundred  and  fifty  years  have  passed  since 
it  was  last  under  the  consideration  of 
Parliament.  Many  things  have  happened 
since  that  time.  The  whole  character  of 
the  Empire  has  been  changed,  and  there 
are  objections  now — it  was  always  open 
to  objections — to  the  formula  put  into  the 
mouth  of  the  Sovereign  which  did  not 
exist  250  ye^rs  ago.  I  do  not  intend  to 
treat  this  as,  in  any  sense,  a  party  ques- 
tion. It  must  be  determined  by  Parlia- 
ment according  to  its  own  will  in  pur- 
suance and  exercise  of  its  supreme  power. 
Our  duty  is  fulfilled  when  we  have  sub- 
mitted to  Parliament  such  considerations 
as  we  can  devise,  and  when  we  have 
called  attention  to  the  state  of  things 
that  now  exists  and  the  grounds  there 
are  for  revising  the  action  imposed  upon 
the  Sovereign  at  so  solemn  a  moment. 
That  ])eing  the  case,  we  have  proposed 
a  Bill  absolutely  on  those  lines. 
The  object  of  the  Committee 
was  that  these  offensive  expressions 
should  be  withdrawn,  and  that  so  much 
change  as  was  necessary  for  the  purpose 
should  be  made  in  the  new  statutory 
declaration.  We  never  promised  to  go 
furbher  than  that.  We  do  not  desire  to 
enter  into  the  question;  though  we  do 
not  conceal  our  own  opinion  that  a  de- 
claration is  necessary  or,  or  at  all  events, 
highly  expedient  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  Protestant  succession.  But  that  is 
not  the  point  which  we  submit  for  the 
consideration  of  Parliament. 

What  we  desire  Parliament  to  consider 
is  w^iether  it  is  not  possibli  to  attain  this 
high  object  of  policy  without,  at  the  same 
time,  giving  statutory  sanction,  at  a 
solemn  moment,  to  words  which  in  private 
life  you  ivould  never  dream  of  using  to- 
wards the  conviction  of  your  friends. 
There  is  pne   other   object   of   the  Bill 

The  Marquess  of  Salisbury. 


which  explains  many  things  which  seem 
to  the  critics  of  the  measure  hard  to 
understand.  They  say  that,  after  aU,  in 
the  present  day  a  declaration  is  not 
necessary.  I  do  not  think  we  shonld 
find  unanimous  acceptance  of  that  view. 
But,  whatever  our  views  are,  that  is  not 
the  point  for  us  now.  We  deaire  to  gire 
Parliament  an  opportunity  of  reviaang 
this  language  of  antique  date  and  of  a 
most  objectionable  character,  and  do  not 
desire  to  make  any  change  beyond  that 
elementary  process.  In  the  same  way,  I 
do  not  know  that  an  allusion  to  certain 
doctrines  is  the  most  desirable  way 
of  expressing  our  separation  from 
the  belief  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  or  the  separation  of  our  Sovereign. 
But  we  could  not  remove  these  worn 
without  making  a  serious  breach,  a  serious 
alteration  in  the  declaration  with  which 
we  are  dealing;  and  it  seemed  to  us  an 
essential  part  of  our  duty  at  the  time  to 
keep  the  alterations  of  the  declaration  as 
low  as  they  possibly  could  be  consistent 
with  the  chief  object  of  providing  that 
these  offensive  words  should  be  with- 
drawn. Therefore,  without  expressing 
any  abstract  opinion  with  reference  to 
doctrines,  we  think  it  highly  expedient 
not  to  enter  upon  the  discussion  of  those 
things,  and  not  to  alter  the  oath  save  so 
far  as  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  remove 
these  offensive  expressions,  which  irritate 
and  wound  our  Roman  Catholic  fellow- 
subjects,  and  especially  those  whose  acces- 
sion to  the  Empire  is  later  than  the  pas- 
sing of  the  statute.  I  will  not  enter  into 
minute  questions  of  wording.  According 
to  our  usual  practice,  they  are  dealt  with 
in  Committee ;  and,  in  moving  that  the 
Bill  be  read  a  second  time,  we  only  ask 
the  House  to  affirm  that  it  is  desirable  to 
remove  this  offensive  language  from  the 
declaration  ;  and,  commending  it  to  the 
favourable  consideration  of  your  Lord- 
ships, I  beg  to  move  that  the  Bill  be  read 
a  second  time. 

Moved,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2**.— 
(The  Marquess  of  Salisbury.) 

*L0RD  KINNAIRD :  My  Lords,  it  is 
somewhat  difficult,  after  the  speech  we 
have  just  listened  to,  to  oppose  the  Bill 
because  it  would  seem  that  by  doing 
so  one  did  not  agree  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  toleration  proposed  by  the 
Bill.  Those  whom  I  represent  hold 
that  it  is  quite  poswble^to^give  absolute 
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justice  and  freedom  and  political  rights, 
even  more  advanced  than  many  noble 
Lords  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House 
would  consent  to,  and  yet  maintain  the 
principle,  which  we  strongly  hold,  that  we 
are  a  Christian  and  a  Protestant  country. 
We  have  fellow  subjects  in  this  Empire 
who  hold  non-Christian  views.  The  King 
rules  over  a  lai'ger  number  of  Mohammedan 
subjects  than  any  other  king  or  ruler  in 
the  world,  and  we  give  them  justice  while 
still  maintaining  that  we  are  a  Christian 
country,  and  therefore  in  creeds  and 
declarations  we  must  say  many  things 
which  are  not  acceptable  to  them.  We 
have  a  far  larger  number  of  Hindoo 
fellow  subjects,  and  those  who  have  been 
in  India,  as  I  have  on  two  occasions,  and 
witnessed  the  feelings  of  reverence  for 
our  late  beloved  Queen,  and  also  for  our 
present  Sovereign,  do  not  feel  that  we  are 
doing  anything  that  is  unfair  or  unjust  in 
maintaining  our  Christian  position.  We 
treat  them  as  fellow  subjects  without  in 
any  way  giving  up  what  we  believe  to  be 
our  national  inheritance  and  birthright — 
namely,  the  Protestant  and  Christian 
religion.  The  question  before  us  is 
whether  we  are  called  upon  to  alter  our 
constitution  at  the  beck  and  request  of 
the  Pope  of  Rome,  and  those  who  govern  | 
that  great  and  marvellous  organisation, 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  We  know, 
many  of  us,  what  an  interest  His 
Eminence  the  Pope  takes  in  regard  to 
this  matter,  and  that  he  sends  special 
envoys  over  in  order  to  keep  himself 
acquainted  with  the  details  of  the  pro- 
posed change.  I  was  surprised  to  hear  it 
contended  that  the  Church  of  Rome  and 
her  leaders  had  altered  so  much  during 
the  last  200  years.  I  follow  more  than 
many  of  your  Lordships  their  writings, 
and  what  they  demand  from  us  and  say 
with  reference  to  us.  They  speak  out 
their  mind  pretty  cleai-ly,  and  we 
have  working  models  in  many  countries 
of  what  happens  where  they  hold 
supreme  power.  The  question  is,  whether 
we  are  going  to  give  them  what 
they  demand,  for  lately  there  has 
been  a  request,  not  only  that  this  declara- 
tion should  be  modified,  but  for  further 
alterations  in  our  constitution  and  our 
legislation.  In  the  Tahiti^  which  repre- 
sents their  views  in  very  forcible  lan- 
guage, of  30th  March  last,  it  is  stated — 

"  It  cannot  l>e  denie<l  that  the  Low-Church 
section  of  the  An{»Iican  bo<ly  and  the  1'rut.os- 
tant  masses  generally  liave  very  grave  interest 


in  demanding  the  retention  of  at  least  some 
disavowal  of  transubstantiation  in  the  oath 
on  accession.  It  is  their  flag,  so  to  speak, 
nailed  over  the  threshold  of  the  Throne,  and 
on  the  very  apex  of  the  British  Constitution." 

That  shows  the  importance  which  they 
attach  to  this  declaration.  The  first 
reason  which  I  give  for  asking  your  Lord- 
ships to  refuse  the  Bill  a  Second  Reading 
is  that  it  has  been  prepared  with  undue 
haste.  I  quite  admit  that  the  principle 
has  been  before  us  for  some  time,  but 
some  of  us  have  not  been  able  to  get  a 
copy  of  the  Bill  until  the  last  moment. 
Some  noble  Lords  who  were  interested  in 
it  tried  to  cet  a  copy  yesterday,  but  they 
were  unable  to  do  so.  Some  friends  of 
my  own  applied  at  the  printers,  and  were 
told  they  would  probably  procure  a  copy 
on  Tuesday  evening  or  on  Wednesday 
morning,  after  the  Second  Reading. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY: 
Copies  of  the  Bill  were  produced  without 
delay,  and  were  to  be  obtained  on  Mon- 
day night. 

*LoRD  KINNAIRD:  I  believe  Lord 
Braye  and  Lord  Halifax  tried  to  get 
copies  on  Monday  afternoon,  but  were 
unable  to  do  so,  but  just  before  the  House 
adjourned  I  succeeded  in  getting  a  few, 
which  I  distributed.  There  are  those 
who  are  interested  in  the  Bill  who  are 
lawyers,  and  who  wanted  copies  to  form 
an  opinion  upon  it,  but  they  were  not 
able  to  get  them  in  time.  Another 
reason  why  I  object  to  the  Second 
Reading  is  that  the  Bill  satisfies  few 
people.  It  does  not  satisfy  those  who  are 
mostly  to  be  benefited  by  it — namely,  the 
Roman  Catholics,  for  I  believe  I  am  cor- 
rect in  saying  that  they  are  not  prepared 
to  accept  any  Bill  containing  words  pro- 
nouncing against  the  doctrines  which 
they  hold.  What  they  desire  is  to  try 
to  get  rid  of  the  declaration  altogether. 
Then  the  Bill  does  not  satisfy  the  High 
Church  party,  and  certainly  it  does  not 
satisfy  those  who  belong  to  the  Protestant 
societies  throughout  the  United  King- 
dom. Further,  there  are  doubts  as  to 
the  details,  for  the  Bill,  with  regard  to 
adoration  of  the  Virgin,  has  been  altered 
from  what  the  Committee  recommended. 
I  have  some  literature  on  the  subject 
which  I  will  not  refer  to,  but  I  hope  others 
may  possibly  refer  to,  which  makes 
reference  to  the  teaching  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  and^3|.ow^^t(ha5^gfg 
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tion  of  the  Virgin  Mary  is  taught,  and 
that  no  one  has  a  right  to  gainsay  it. 
I  beg,  therefore,  to  move  the  motion 
standing  in  my  name. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  To  leave  out  *  now,*  and  add  at  the  end 
of  the  motion  *  this  day  three  monthe.'" — 
( TJie  Lord  Kinnaird). 

♦The  Lord  Bishop  of  WINCHESTER : 
My  Lords,  in  the  pocuh'ar  position  in 
which  the  discussion  of  this  subject  has 
now  landed  us,  and,  above  all,  after  the 
very  weighty  words  which  fell  to-night 
from  the  Prime  Minister,  I  for  one  feel 
that  we  should  be  acting  very  wrongly 
indeed  if  we  declined  to  give  a  Second 
Reading  to  the  Bill  which  has  been  brought 
forward  on  behalf  of  the  Government. 
Certainly  I  propose  myself  to  vote  for  it, 
but  in  doing  so  I  am  anxious  to  dissociate 
myself  from  all  complicity  in,  and  to 
disclaim  all  responsibility  for,  the  precise 
form  of  words  which  is  proposed  for  our 
acceptance.  May  I  for  a  moment  recall 
what  has  been  the  history  of  this  matter  ^ 
If  one  does  so,  I  think  it  will  be  obvious 
how  much  was  to  be  said,  and  is  still  to 
be  said,  in  favour  of  the  proposal  that 
was  made  by  the  most  rev.  Primate 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  that  the 
Report  should  be  referred  back  to  the 
Committee  for  further  consideration. 
No  one,  whatever  may  be  his  private 
opinions,  can  doubt,  as  the  noble  Marquess 
the  Prime  Minister  has  pointed  out,  how 
difficult  was  the  position  in  which  the 
Government  was  placed  when  called  upon 
to  impose  on  a  new  Sovereign  the  making 
of  a  declaration  which  dates  back  to  a 
totally  different  condition  of  things  and 
to  times  far  distant  from  our  own.  But 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that,  to  some 
extent,  the  difficulty  is  exaggerated  in 
the  popular  mind  by  forgetfuTness  of  the 
actual  history  of  the  declaration.  The 
declaration  is  commonly  spoken  of  as 
though  it  had  been  compiled  and  put 
together  to  be  takeji  by  the  Sovereign 
alone.  That,  of  course,  is  a  total  mis- 
apprehension. It  was  put  together  to  be 
taken,  not  by  a  Sovereign  at  all,  but  by 
members  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
and  certain  other  official  personages.  The 
Sovereign  was  not  then  included,  but  in 
the  reign  of  William  III.  it  was  enacted 
that  the  declaration  hitherto  binding  on 
members  of  Parliament  should  be  binding 
also  on  the  Sovereign.     When  the  time 
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came,  some  seventy  years  ago,  that  mem- 
bers of  Parliament  were  relieved  from 
these  tests,  and  were  allowed  to  sit 
though  Roman  Catholics,  the  King  was 
not  similarly  relieved,  and  upon  him  the 
old  test  still  continued  to  be  obligatory. 
Such  is  the  plain  history.  The  point  is 
not  vital  to  the  controversy,  but  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  forgetfulness  with 
respect  to  this  historical  fact  has  confused 
the  issue  in  the  minds  of  a  good  many 
who  have  discussed  it.  Be  this,  however, 
as  it  may,  the  declaration  is  certainly 
objected  to,  and  objected  to  on  two 
distinct  and  quite  diflerent  grounds.  One 
objection  is  that  it  makes  the  King 
solemnly  assure  us  that  he  is  not,  under 
the  sanction  of  a  dispensation,  telling  a 
deliberate  lie.  To  call  for  such  an 
assurance  is  to  imply  that  it  may  be 
needed,  and  to  the  removal  of  that  part 
of  the  declaration  I  have  never  heard 
anybody  raise  any  reasonable  ob- 
jection. The  declaration  is  also  objected 
to  on  the  ground  that  it  is  needlessly  dis- 
courteous or  even  offensive  in  the  epithets 
it  uses  with  regard  to  certain  doctrines 
held  by  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  The  weighty  documents  from 
the  colonies,  to  which  the  noble  Marquess 
has  referred,  called  attention  to  that  par- 
ticular point.  I  confess  myself  to  be 
somewhat  surprised  by  the  extreme 
sensitiveness  shown  with  respect  to  those 
unhappy  epithets,  when  1  recall  tbe 
phraseology  and  the  terms  which,  as  we 
are  all  aware,  the  high  authorities  of  the 
Roman  Church  are  in  the  habit  of  u^ing 
with  respect  to  the  Church  to  which 
most  of  your  Lordships  belong.  I  do  not 
say  that  two  blacks  make  a  white,  I  only 
say  that  their  extreme  sensitiveness 
strikes  one  sometimes  as  being  a  httle 
strained. 

But  the  objection  was  raised.  It  had 
somehow  to  be  met,  and  the  Grovernment 
had  before  it  several  alternatives.  They 
might  have  let  the  whole  declaration 
alone,  regarding  it,  say,  as  corresponding 
with  the  archaic  phraseology  which  we 
heard  at  the  trial  the  other  day,  or  with  the 
archaic  garb  worn  by  noble  Lords  on  that 
occasion.  Again  the  Government  might 
have  taken  an  extreme  step,  trusting  to 
the  Act  of  Settlement  and  the  Coronation 
OatJu,  and  simply  have  abolished  the 
declaration  altogether.  The  third 
alternative,  which,  in  my  opinion, 
was      the      right      and      statesmanlike 
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to  endeavour  to  amend  the  words  so  as 
to  make  them  correspond  with  the  facts  of 
our  own  day.     But,  if  this  course  was  to 
be  followed,   it   was   necessary    to   con-  ! 
sider   in    the  utmost  detail  the   words 
which     were     to     be     used,     because 
phraseology  which  might  bo  tolerated  if 
regarded  as  having  come  down  for  two 
hundred    years,  would  obviously  acquire 
a   totally    different    character  when  re- 
garded as  the  phraseology  chosen  in  1901. 
It  therefore  became  of  tne  utmost  import- 
ance that  the  ipsissima  verba  should  be 
weighed,  formulated,  and  adapted  in  the 
best  and  most  careful  way  possible.     The  | 
members  of  the  Committee  appointed  on 
the  motion  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
to  consider  the  subject  were  noble  Lords 
who  stand  in  the  highest  esteem  in  your 
Lordships'  House,  and  whom  it  would  be 
impertinent  for  me  to  praise.     Some  of 
them  were  men   who  must   necessarily 
have  formed  part  of  any  such  Committee. 
But   as    respects    several    ef    the    nine 
Members,  the  world  has  yet  to    learn 
that  they   have  given  special  attention 
to   the  subtleties  and    technicalities  of 
theological  terminology.     They  met,  and 
after  one  sitting — if  report  be  true,  not 
of  a  very  long  or  laborious  character — 
presented  to  the  House  the  Report  which 
was  before  us  a  week  ago.      In  that  Ke- 
port  very  important  changes  were  made 
in  the  Declaration.   Attention  was  called 
in   our  recent  debate  to  the  fact  that 
the  Report  was  unanimous,  but  the  diffi- 
culty of  the  position  was  surely  empha- 
sised by  the  fact  that  of  the  three  noble 
Lords  who  addressed  your  Lordships  on 
that  occasion  as  members  of   the  Com- 
mittee, two  suggested  changes,  and  the 
third  thought  that  such  changes,  while 
not  necessary,  might  be  adopted.      That 
was  the  unanimous  Report  which  was  pre- 
sented to  us  as  the  outcome  of  one  very 
brief  sitting.     The  most  rev.  Primate  on 
that  occasion  moved  that  the  Report  be 
referred  back,  and  that  additional  names, 
not  necessarily  of  bishops,  should  be  added 
in  order  that  the  House  might  have  the 
help  of  noble  Lords  who  had  given  special 
attention  to  the  subject,  and  who   had 
special  opportunities   of     knowing    the 
opinions   of   thoughtful    and    intelligent 
scholars  and  others  on  the  matter.     I 
should  have  thought  it  an  immense  gain 
if  some  noble  Lords  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
faith  had  found  a  place  on  the  Committee, 
but    all    that     the    most    rev.   Prelate 
actually  proposed    was  that  the    Com- 


mittee should  be  increased  by  additional 
names,   and  Tthat  the  Report  should   be 
further  considered.  That  was  not  thought 
by  His   Majesty's  Government  to  bo  de- 
sirable, and  the  motion  was  not  pressed 
to  a  division.      A    few  days  later   the 
Government  introduces  the   Bill  we  are 
now  considering,  but,  lo  and  behold,  when 
the  Bill   is  printed  the  declaration  em- 
bodied    in    it    is    not    the    declaration 
the     House     approved     in   the    Report 
of  the  Committee.      Some  Amendments 
have  been    made   which   may   turn  out 
to    be  of    larger   import  than    at    first 
appears.       I  do  not  say  that  the  two 
changes  which   have  been  made  in  the 
Bill  are  not  improvements.     I   will  not 
enter  into  that  question  now,  but  I  do  say 
they  are   matters  of  very  great  impor- 
tance indeed,  and  that  they  require  to  be 
most    carefully   considered    before     the 
House  should  be  asked  to  give  its  assent 
to  the  Bill.     They  are,    however,    from 
their  very  sacredness,  matters  which  it  is 
practicaUy  impossible  for  us  to  adequately 
and  properly  discuss  in  an  assembly  such 
as  tlus,  and  I  feel   that  by   these  very 
changes  strength  has  been  given   to  the 
argument  in  favour  of  a  more  adequate 
consideration  of  words  to  which  so  much 
attention  will  be  directed  throughout  the 
world.     That  consideration  should,  in  my 
judgment,  be  given  by  a  Conunittee  some- 
what   larger    than,    possibly   somewhat 
differently    constituted   from,  the  Com- 
mittee which  has  already  dealt  with  the 
subject — a  Committee,  too,  which  should 
weigh  and  discuss  the  matter  at  some- 
what greater  length  than  has  been  the 
case  at  present. 

It  is  obviously  impossible  that  the 
introduction  of  a  phrase  requiring  the 
Sovereign  to  declare  his  assent  to  what  is 
described  as  "  the  Protestant  rebgion  " 
and  the  removal  of  the  word  "  adoration  " 
can  be  adequately  discussed  in  the  House 
itself :  both  are  matters  extremely 
technical  and  extremely  important.  With 
regard  to  the  former  phrase,  its  vague- 
ness is  such  as  might  lead  to  great  mis- 
apprehension. Personally  I  was  grateful 
to  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the 
Woolsack  for  what  he  said  in  debate  as 
to  the  nonsense  (I  can  use  no  milder 
term)  of  what  is  frequently  urged  against 
the  popular  use  of  a  word  so  well  under- 
stood as  the  word  Protestant.  But  then, 
my  Lords,  we  are  not  dealing  now  with 
popular  or  colloquial  phrases.  We  are 
called  upon  to  draw  up  a  formAKtechnical 
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document  which  is  to  become  a  part  of 
the  British  Constitution,  and  the  most 
minute  care  is  therefore  required  as  to 
what  we  say.  Then,  again,  with  regai-d 
to  the  word  "  adoration  "  in  the  connec- 
tion in  which  it  stood  in  the  declaration, 
I  was,  I  confess,  somewhat  startled  to 
hear  it  repudiated  as  a  vulgar  misappre- 
hension by  noble  Lords  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  faith.  On  returning  home  I 
referred  to  a  great  standard  Roman 
Catholic  authority,  and  in  the  very  first 
passage  I  consulted  I  found  the  particular 
word  "adoration"  officially  used  in  a 
way  which  covers  the  very  phrase  of  the 
declaration  in  substantially  the  same 
connection.  I  mention  that  fact  not 
because  I  wish  to  see  the  word  replaced 
in  the  declaration,  to  which  it  really 
adds  nothing,  but  in  order  to  point  out 
the  rough-and-ready  way  in  which  these 
solemn  and  intricate  matters  appear  to 
have  been  dealt  with.  The  point  I  wish 
to  make  is  not  that  I  am  objecting 
necessarily  to  the  changes  which  have  been 
made.  But  what  I  am  objecting  to  is 
that  there  has  not  (owing  to  the  insist- 
ence of  the  Government  that  these  solemn 
and  difficult  subjects  shall  be  considered 
in  the  whole  House  and  nowhere  else) 
been  any  possibility  of  their  receiving 
appropriate  aiid  adequate  discussion. 
The  Government  say,  and  I  think  the 
Government  are  right,  that  some  declara- 
tion is  now  required,  and  for  my  own 
part,  though  I  shall  vote  for  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill,  I  disclaim  any  com- 
plicity in  the  precise  form  which  the 
declaration  now  takes,  because  I  think 
it  has  been  arrived  at  without  adequate 
consideration. 

♦VisoouNT  LLANDAFF  :  My  Lords,  I 
should  be  extremely  glad  if  I  could  feel 
able  to  support  the  Second  Reading  of 
this  Bill.  The  Committee  were,  no 
doubt,  animated  by  kindly  intentions  to 
the  body  to  which  I  belong.  I  have 
tried  to  persuade  myself  that  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill  was  this,  that  the  declar- 
ation framed  in  the  Bill  of  Rights  was 
undesirable  and  ought  to  be  altered,  if 
not  abolished.  But  I  am  bound  to  con- 
fess, after  mature  consideration,  that 
what  seems  to  be  the  principle  of  the  Bill 
is,  that  it  is  proper  to  put  into  the  mouth 
of  the  Sovereign  at  the  moment  of  his 
accession  an  anti-Catholic  declaration,  in 
order  that  His  Majesty  may  dissociate 
himself  from  and  condemn  certain  tenets 
The  Lord  Bishop  of  Winchester. 


of  the  Roman  Catholic  faith.  The  noble 
Marquess  said  with  groat  frankness  that 
the  desire  of  the  Committee  had  been 
simply  to  eliminate  oflfensive  expressions, 
but  to  leave  the  substance  of  the  declara- 
tion exactly  as  it  was  in  the  Bill  of 
Rights.  If  that  be  the  right  view  to 
take,  I  am  unable  to  vote  for  the  Second 
Reading.  I  must  enter  my  protest  most 
distinctly  against  the  accession  of  the 
Sovereign  being  made  an  occasion  for 
putting  into  his  mouth  the  condemnation 
of  any  lawful  creed  professed  by  any 
loyal  subject  of  His  Majesty.  It  seems 
to  me  that  that  is  neither  just  nor 
rational. 

There  were  two  possible  courses  the 
Committee  might  have  taken.  In  the  first 
place,  there  was  the  plain  and  simple 
course  of  abolishing  the  declaration  alto- 
gether. I  regard  this  declaration,  the 
history  of  which  has  been  given  with 
perfect  accuracy  by  the  right  rev. 
rrclate,  as  a  relic  of  barbarism — a  me- 
mento of  one  of  the  most  discreditable 
periods  of  our  history.  It  could  go  with- 
out the  slightest  danger  to  the  Protestant 
succession,  or  to  the  Protestant  Estab- 
lished Church.  The  security  it  affords  is 
not  worth  the  paper  it  is  written  on,  and 
its  abolition  would  seem  to  me  to  be  a 
most  statesmanlike,  straightforward,  and 
civilised  course  to  take.  The  second 
course  which  might  have  been  adopted 
was  to  have  framed  a  declaration  of  posi- 
tive belief,  instead  of  a  negative  denial  of 
the  doctrines  of  other  people.  Such  a 
declaration  might  have  been  framed  which 
would  have  satisfied  all  rational  men.  As  it 
is,  His  Majesty's  Government  have  taken 
a  course  which  has  pleased  nobody.  It 
has  not  pleased  the  noble  Lord  Kinnaird, 
and,  as  far  as  I  could  gather  from  the  speech 
of  the  right  rev.  Prelate,  it  does  not 
please  the  right  rev.  Bench.  They  see 
all  sorts  of  theological  blots  and  mistakes 
in  the  declaration  even  as  it  stands  now. 
It  certainly  does  not  please  the  Roman 
Catholic  body,  to  which  I  belong.  I  think 
it  is  high  time  that  this  sort  of  contro- 
versial attack  made  upon  us  in  public 
documents,  on  solemn  occasions,  Mould 
cease.  I  regret  that,  for  the  reasons  I 
have  indicated,  I  shall  feel  myself  unable 
to  vote  for  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Bill ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  1  am  un- 
willing to  go  into  the  lobby  against  the 
noble  Marquess  who  has  proposed  the 
Bill,  because  I  am  sure  his  intentions 
were  kindly  and  full  of  consideration  for 
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U3,  and  that  he  believed  he  was  removing  I 
our  grievance.  I  have  stated  what  our  1 
action  will  be  to-night ;  but  when  the 
Bill  goes  into  Committee  I  shall  support 
any  Amendment  by  which  the  obje  ?tion- 
able  features  of  the  declaration  can  be 
altered  or  modified. 

Viscount  HALIFAX :  My  Lords,  the 
object  of  this  declaration  is  to  exclude  a 
lioman  Catholic  from  the  throne.  It  is 
an  object,  as  Dr.  Parker,  of  the  City 
Temple,  in  his  letter  to  The  Times  of  yes- 
terday points  out,  which  is  inconsistent 
with  the  principle  of  religious  equality, 
with  the  right  of  every  man,  even  the 
King,  to  liberty  of  conscience;  and  with 
those  general  principles  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty  which  no  one  in  England 
ventures  to  deny.  Passing  this  by,  what 
I  say  is  (1)  that  the  declaration  is  not 
necessary,  for  the  object  it  has  in  view  is 
secured  without  it;  and  (2)  that,  if  it 
were  necessary,  the  declaration,  as 
amended,  is  not  the  right  way  to  secure 
the  object  aimed  at.  The  words  of  the 
Act  of  Settlement,  which  is  part  of  the 
statute  law,  provide — 

"  That  any  person  who  is  reconciled  to  the 
See  of  Rome,  or  shall  profess  the  Papal 
religion,  or  shall  marry  a  Papist,  shall  be 
excladed  and  be  for  ever  incapaole  to  inherit, 


8,  or  enjoy  the  Crown  or  Government  of 
this  realm." 

Can  words  be  stronger  ?  Can  any  words 
be  more  stringent  ?  In  what  way  could 
you  make  them  more  eifective  for  the 
object  in  view  %  But  these  words  are  not 
all.  They  do  not  stand  alone.  There  is, 
in  addition  to  them,  the  coronation  oath, 
and  there  is  the  fact  that  the  King  or 
Queen  receives  the  Holy  Communion  at 
his  or  her  Coronation  according  to  the 
rites  of  the  Church  of  England,  a  thing 
impossible  for  a  Eoman  Catholic.  I  say, 
then,  that  the  declaration  is  not  necessary, 
for  the  object  it  is  supposed  to  secure  is 
secured  already,  and  next  I  say  that  if  it 
were  necessary,  the  declaration  in  its 
original  and  in  its  amended  form  is  not 
the  proper  way  to  secure  that  object. 
In  the  first  place,  it  raises  the  whole  ques- 
tion of  religious  tests  in  the  most  objec- 
tionable way,  it  is  insulting  to  many 
millions  of  the  King's  subjects,  and  is 
keenly  resented  by  them.  Canada  has 
protested  against  the  declaration  almost 
unanimously.  Similar  protests  have  come 
from  Australasia,  India,  Ceylon,  Malta, 
and  from  other  parts  of  the  world.  No 
other  Sovereign  or  head  of  a  State  takes 


such  a  declaration — not  the  Emperor  of 
Germany,  not  the  President  of  the  United 
States  ;  not  the  President  of  the  French 
Kcpublic— the  Emperor  of  Austria 
promises  to  protect  ail  the  churches. 

If  it  is  sought  to  justify  such  a  declara- 
tion by  a  reference  to  the  past,  will  not 
a  reference  to  the  past  equally  justify  the 
King  being  required  to  abjure  the  doc- 
trines of  the  Independents  "J  It  was  the 
Independents  who,  when  they  had  the 
chance,  desecrated  the  churches,  made 
the  use  of  the  Prayer  Book  penal,  and 
transported  the  clergy.  At  this  moment 
who  is  it  who  are  seeking  to  dis- 
establish and  disendow  the  Church 
of  England  ?  Is  it  the  Roman 
Catholics  or  the  Nonconformists  1 
Why  pick  out  particular  doctrines  dear 
to  many  of  the  King's  subjects  in  order 
to  deny  them  1  Why  is  the  King  to  be 
made  to  do  anything  so  ungracious  1  In 
India  every  respect  is  paid  to  the  Moham- 
medan and  Hindoo  religions  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Crown.  Are  the  King's 
Christian  subjects  less  entitled  to  con- 
sideration at  the  hands  of  the  King  him- 
self ■?  In  the  next  place,  consider  the 
declaration,  as  amended,  in  itself.  It  is 
contrary  to  the  whole  sense  and  feeling 
of  the  House  to  be  forced  into  a  theo- 
logical discussion,  but  such  a  discussion  is 
forced  upon  the  House  by  the  action  of 
the  Government.  Does  this  House  think 
itself  competent  to  draw  up  exact  theo- 
logical formulae  ?  I  can  conceive  no  body 
less  fitted  for  such  a  task,  unless  it  be  the 
House  of  Commons.  Does  this  House,  as 
the  noble  Earl  (Lord  Rosebery)  asked  the 
other  day,  claim  for  itself  the  functions 
of  an  ecumenical  council  ?  Mr.  Gladstone 
used  to  say  that  there  were  seven  doc- 
trines of  transubstantiation.  Which  of 
these  is  the  King  to  abjure?  The 
Eastern  churches  use  the  phrase,  though 
guarding  themselves  against  being  com- 
mitted to  the  consequences  of  the 
scholastic  theology.  Is  the  King  to 
abjure  the  teaching  of  the  East  as  well  as 
of  the  West  on  the  subject  1  The 
authorities  of  the  Roman  Church  have 
lately  been  saying  that  the  differences 
between  them  and  the  Russian  Church 
on  this  point  are  infinitesimal,  yet  I  never 
heard  anyone  say  that  the  Duke  of 
Coburg,  when  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  had 
infringed  the  Act  of  Settlement  or  for- 
feited his  right  to  the  Crown  by  marrying 
a  princess  who  accepted  the  word  "  tran- 
substantiation." 
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But  there  is  more  than  this.  The 
amended  declaration  suggests  by  implica- 
tion that  the  terms  "  transubstantiation," 
and  "the  Sacrifice  of  theMass"are  identical 
with  statements  on  the  same  subjects  in 
the  formularies  of  the  Church  of  England, 
but  the  Prime  Minister,  certainly  the 
Bishop  of  Winchester,  knows  as  well  as  I 
do  that  they  are  nothing  of  the  kind. 
**The  Sacrifice  of  the  Mass"  of  the 
declaration  is  one  thing;  "the  Sacrifice 
of  Masses  in  which  it  was  commonly 
said  "  of  the  Articles  is  another.  To  deny 
"  Transubstantiation  "  simplidter  is  one 
thing,  to  deny  the  "  transubstantiation 
which  overthrows  the  nature  of  a  Sacra- 
ment "  in  the  elements  is  another.  The 
words  of  the  declaration  as  they  stand 
would  not  have  been  accepted  by  some 
of  the  greatest  English  divines  of  the 
seventeenth  century.  They  would  not,  I 
\i'ill  venture  to  say  without  fear  of  con- 
tradiction, have  been  accepted  by  such  a 
man  as  the  author  of  the  "Christian 
Year."  Does  the  Prime  Minister,  who, 
as  Chancellor  of  the  University  of  Oxford, 
opened  Keble  College  with  much 
solemnity,  wish  to  impose  a  test  on  the 
King  which  would  have  been  rejected  by 
such  a  man  as  Mr.  Keble  1  The  most 
rev.  Prelates  the  Archbishops  of 
Canterbury  and  York  not  long  ago 
addressed  a  letter  to  Leo  XIII.  and  the 
rest  of  the  bishops  of  the  Catholic 
Church  laying  down  and  vindicating  the 
teaching  of  the  Church  of  England  on 
these  very  subjects.  In  that  letter — and 
no  letter  could  have  been  more  carefully 
considered  or  more  authoritative — the 
archbishops  lay  down  that  in  the  Holy 
Eucharist  there  is  "  no  bare  Commemora- 
tion of  the  Sacrifice  of  the  Cross,"  that  "we 
pray  in  regard  to  the  consecration  that 
the  bread  and  wine  may  become  to  us 
the  body  and  blood  of  Christ " — a  phrase 
in  the  canon  of  the  Mass — and  I  would 
ask  the  most  rev.  Prelates  how  it  is 
possible  to  reconcile  the  statements  in 
that  letter  with  the  meaning  which  in 
popular  estimation  will  be  attached  to 
this  amended  declaration  if  it  passes  'i 
The  archbishops  know  that  they  cannot, 
consistently  with  their  character  of  bishops 
of  the  Catholic  Church — and  I  suppose, 
my  Lords,  that  we  shall  not  deny  them 
that  title — and  consistently  with  the 
loyalty  they  owe  to  the  Church  of 
England,  surrender  the  word  "  become  " 
in  connection  with  the  consecration  of  the 
elements,  and  it  is  because   this  is    so 

Viscawnt  Halifax, 


I  and  because  it  is  impossible  for  this 
I  House  to  draw  up  any  adequate  dedara- 
I  tion  dealing  with  such  points  of  theology, 
i  that  I  shall  very  earnestly  ask  your  Lord- 
I  ships  not  to  agree  to  the  form  of  words 
i  proposed  in  the  Bill  if  the  Bill  gets  into 
I  Committee. 

I  Then  the  Bill  proposes  that  the  King 
should  be  required  to  say  that  "he 
believes  in  the  Protestant  religion."  Even 
Mr.  Samuel  Smith  sees  the  absurdity  of 
such  a  phrase.  What  is  the  Protestant 
religion  1  Is  it  the  relidon  established 
across  the  Tweed  ?  Is  it  German  Luther- 
anism  1  Is  it  the  religion  of  the  German 
Evangelical  Church  1  Is  it  the  religion  of 
Geneva  ?  Socinians,  Quakers,  all  the 
various  sects  of  Nonconformists,  call 
themselves  Protestants.  In  the  reli- 
gion of  which  of  these  bodies  is 
the  King  to  profess  his  belief  1  May 
I  remind  your  LordsMps  what  the 
Lower  House  of  the  Convocation  of 
Canterbury  replied  when  they  were  asked 
in  the  year  1689,  under  William  and 
Mary,  to  use  the  phrase  "Protestant" 
religion  in  reference  to  the  Church  of 
England^  They  refused  to  use  the 
phrase  on  the  ground  that  it  was  "  equi* 
vocal."  "Socinians,"  they  said,  "Ana- 
baptistSy  Quakers,  assumed  that  title ;  the 
Church  of  England  was  distinguished  hj 
its  doctrines  as  contained  in  the  Articles, 
Liturgy  and  Formularies,"  and  in  those 
Formidaries  the  word  Protestant  is  not 
mentioned  at  alL  I  do  not  think  your 
Lordships  will  wish,  in  this  respect,  to  go 
further  than  William  III.,  who  refrained 
from  using  the  word  in  consequence. 

Then,  my  Lords,  consider  the  histoiy 
of  the  declaration.  Its  germ,  and  most 
of  its  phrases,  are  first  found  in  the  Act 
or  ordinance  of  the  Long  Parliament  in 
1843  requiring  suspected  Papists  to  take 
an  oath  on  pain  of  seizure  or  sequestra- 
tion of  two-thirds  part  of  all  their  goods 
and  estates,  real  and  personal.  The  oath 
ran — 

"I  do  abjure  the  Pope*8  supremacy  and 
authority,  and  I  do  believe  there  is  not  any 
transubstantiation  in  the  sacrament  of  the 
Lord's  Supper  " — 

and  so  on  in  the  words  of  the  present 
amended  declaration  with  other  matter 
added  to  it.  The  oath  was  amplified 
under  Cromwell  in  1656,  and  it  was  im- 
posed in  its  present  shape  in  1679,  under 
Charles  IL,  at  the  time  of  the  wholly 
fictitious  Popish  plot  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  disabling  Boman  Catholics  from 
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sitting  in  either  House    of  Parliament. 
It   is  inseparably    connected    with    the 
name  of  Titus  Oates  and  his  perjuries. 
With  such  a  history,  I  ask  myself  what 
reasons  the  Committee  can  have  had  in 
recommending,  and   the  Grovernment  in 
accepting  such  a  declaration  as  the  one 
proposed?     The    proposed    declaration, 
except  for  the  omission  of  two  or  three 
offensive  words,  is   as   objectionable    as 
the   one    for  which    it    is    substituted. 
Why  have  not  the  Committee,  with  such 
an   opportunity     before     them,    recom- 
mended   something    which  would    have 
commended  itself  to  the  common  sense  of 
reasonable  people  throughout  the  coun- 
try ?    I  can  only  conceive  one  reason  for 
the  course  they  have  adopted,  and  that  is 
the  one  suggested  by  the  Prime  Minister 
himself  a  fortnight  ago  on  the  presenta- 
tion of    the  Committee's  Report.      The 
Prime  Minister  asked    what    likelihood 
there  was  of  the  original  members  of  the 
Committee    changing     their    unanimous 
opinion  if  "  theological  experts,'*  as  was 
suggested    by    the   most    rev.    Prelate 
ana  the  noble  Earl  (Lord  Rosebery),  were 
added  to  advise  them  1    The  noble  Mar- 
quess did  not,  I  am  sure,  intend  to  say 
anything  uncivil  to  the  most  rev.    Pre- 
late or    to   the  other    members  of    the 
Episcopal  Bench — it  was  merely  a  hint 
that,  though  a  theological  statement  was 
in  question,  the  whole  matter  lay  outside 
the  limits  of  theology.     It  was  a  confes- 
sion, emphasised   by  the  whole  of    the 
noble  Marquess's  speech,  that  the  Com- 
mittee aimed  at  producing  no  suitable  or 
sensible     declaration,    but     merely    one 
which  should  satisfy  as  far  as  possible  a 
certain  bigoted  and  senseless  opposition 
outside.     It  was  a  confession   of — what 
shall  I  call  it? — timidity,  the  confession 
of  one  who  was  doing  what  he  felt  to  be 
inconsistent    with  justice    and    conunon 
sense  for  the  sake  of  keeping  peace  with 
those  who  are  the  very  reverse  of  sensible 
or  just. 

My  Lords,  I  think  in  this  matter  the 
noble  Marquess  does  not  altogether  under- 
stand the  country,  or  do  justice  to  the 
great  mass -of  his  countrymen.  There  are 
others  besides  the  extreme  Protestant 
party  throughout  the  country  who,  though 
they  do  not  agitate,  have  a  profound  dis- 
like to  any  such  declaration  as  that  pro- 
posed. But,  even  were  it  not  so,  is  it  too 
much  to  expect  that  a  Frime  Minister 
with  such  a  majority  should  lead  in  a 
matter  of  this  sort  rather  than  be  led  ? 
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The  extreme  Protestant  party  has  only  to 
be  faced  to  show  how  little  it  can  do.  It 
can  occupy  a  whole  sheet  of  The  Times 
with  a  single  advertisement ;  it  can 
convene  meetings  in  the  Albert  Hall ;  it 
can  flood  the  House  of  Commons  with 
postcards ;  it  can  get  up  letters  to  Mem- 
bers  of  Parliament,  but  the  last  election, 
when  it  tried  its  best,  showed  how  little 
it  can  do  in  any  effectual  way.  No,  my 
Lords,  the  great  mass  of  our  countrymen 
are  neither  so  unjust  or  ungenerous  as  the 
Prime  Minister  supposes.  They  know 
that  true  religion  does  not  consist  in 
abusing  the  Pope  and  never  going  to 
church.  When  they  see  a  noble  Duke,  a 
member  of  this  House — the  Duke  of 
Norfolk — described  in  the  public  prints 
as  the  King's  bitterest  enemy;  when 
another  member  of  your  Lordships' 
House,  the  Earl  of  Portsmouth,  is  lamented 
over  as  a  lost  sheep  because  he  has  ac- 
cepted an  invitation  to  Arundel,  they 
ask  themselves  whether  human  folly 
and  bigotry  can  go  any  further. 
When  they  see  what  have  been  proved  to 
be  lies  as  to  the  bloody  and  traitorous 
oath  taken  by  the  Jesuits  to  upset  the 
British  Constitution  still  unblushingly  cir- 
culated after  the  fullest  exposure  and 
contradiction,  they  judge  those  who  are 
responsible  for,  or  who  do  not  disavow^ 
such  statements  as  they  deserved  to  be 
be  judeed.  It  is  the  same  party  that 
opposed  Catholic  emancipation  that  is 
now  opposiujg  any  reasonable  alteration  of 
the  declaration  today.  They  threatened 
civil  war  then — they  are  now  shouting 
*'  Protestants  to  the  rescue ! "  in  the  same 
tone.  But  Catholic  emancipation  was 
carried,  and  there  was  no  civil  war.  It 
will  be  the  same  with  this  declaration. 
It  cannot  stand  ;  its  disappearance  is  only 
a  Question  of  time. 

Meanwhile,  may  I  remind  the  House 
that  to  vote  for  the  declaration  as  amended 
is  to  attach  the  present  sanction  and 
authority  of  this  House  in  a  most  definite 
way  to  all  that  is  retained  1  It  is  to 
make  ourselves  responsible  for  a  declara- 
tion which  is  condemned  by  the  common 
sense  of  the  country,  which  is  obnoxious 
to  great  portions  of  the  Empire,  and 
which,  instead  of  helping  to  unite  and 
weld  the  members  of  the  Empire 
together,  must,  of  necessity,  whenever  it 
is  remembered — and  the  matter  is  not 
one  which  will  be  allowed  to  drop — be  a 
cause  of  discord  and  an  incentive  to 
bitter  feeling.      I  shall  move  ^n^oinc 
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into  Committee,  if  the  Bill  gets  into  Com- 
mittee, the  substitution  of  the  following 
words  suggested  by  the  Bill.  The  decla- 
ration would  then  run — 

"I,  A.  B.,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  (or 
Qneen)  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  do 
solemnly  and  sincerely,  in  the  presence  of 
God,  profess,  testify,  and  declare  that  I  am  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  England  an  by  law 
established,  the  doctrines  of  which  Chnrch  I 
unfeignedl^  believe  and  confess,  and  I  do 
solemnly,  in  the  presence  of  Grod,  profess, 
te«>tify,  and  declare  that  I  do  make  this 
declaration  in  every  part  thereof  unre- 
servedly." 

As  such  it  would  be  perfectly  effective  if 
such  additional  security  is  required  to 
prevent  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
CJhurch  from  ascending  the  throne,  but 
it  would  outrage  no  one*s  feelings.  It 
would  not  touch  disputed  points  of 
theology;  it  would  prevent  the  King 
being  made  ridiculous  in  the  eyes  of 
Europe ;  it  would  assert  what  the  King 
did  believe  instead  of  saving  what  he  did 
not  believe,  and  it  would  be  some  pledge 
that  in  the  beginning  of  this  new  century 
we  are  all  anxious  to  be  just  to  one 
another,  to  live  in  peace  with  one  another 
as  far  as  we  may,  and  to  forget  those 
unhappy  religious  differences  which  have 
too  often  in  the  past  been  so  marked  a 
feature  in  our  history. 

*The  Lord  Archbishop  of  CANTER- 
BURY :  My  Lords,  I  think  the  speech  we 
have  just  listened  to  is  a  very  good 
illustration  of  the  mischief  that  necessarily 
comes  from  the  course  which  has  been 
taken  in  dealing  with  this  matter.  We 
have  had  a  good  deal  of  theological  dis- 
cussion initiated  by  the  noble  Viscount ; 
he  has  thought  fit  to  bring  before  this 
House  various  theological  opinions  which 
it  is  quite  clear  it  is  not  the  business  of  this 
House  to  consider.  I  do  not  intend  to  make 
any  reply  to  what  the  noble  Viscount  has 
said  about  statements  of  my  own  upon 
such  questions  as  these.  The  statements 
that  I  have  publicly  made  are  sufficiently 
clear  if  anybody  really  desires  to  ascertain 
what  are  my  opinions  upon  such  questions 
as  transubstantiation  and  the  like ;  they 
have  been  made  in  a  form  very  easy  for 
any  one  to  obtain,  and  they  will  be  in 
themselves  a  sufficient  reply  to  the 
insinuations  of  the  noble  Viscount.  But 
this  is  not  the  appropriate  place  for  dis- 
cussions of  that  Kind.  I  am  sure  the 
House  will  be  with  me  in  my  unwilling- 
ness to  prolong  such  a  discussion.  But^ 
though  I  do  not  like  the  exact  form  which 
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this  Bill  has  taken,  and  though  I  cannot 
help  agreeing  with  the  Bishop  of  Win- 
chester in  his  criticism  of  the  course 
followed  by  the  Government,  yet  for  all 
that  I  think  the  House  will  do  wisely  to 
pass  a  Bill  of  this  •  kind,  because,  as  the 
question  has  been  raised,  it  is  very  import- 
ant that  no  mistake  shall  be  made  as  to 
the  attitude  of  this  country  in  regard  to 
this  matter. 

There  are  various  arguments  that  have 
been  used  on  both  sides,  but  the  simple 
question  is,  How  shall  you  adequately 
secure  the  Protestant  succession?  To 
have  no  declaration  at  all  after  what  has 
passed  would  be  simply  to  indicate  that 
you  did  not  hold  that  there  was  any 
longer  a  need  for  any  such  security. 
Now  the  security  is  required,  not  on 
religious,  but  on  political  grounds  only. 
This  country  is  determin^  to  govern 
itself,  and  it  will  not  have  any  interfer- 
ence from  any  outside  Power ;  the  Roman 
Catholic  body  declares  its  allegiance  to  a 
supreme  power  outside  this  country  alto- 
gether, and  as  long  as  that  body  u 
hampered  in  that  way  it  is  of  the  greatest 
importance  that  the  Sovereign,  holding 
such  a  position  as  he  holds,  and  having 
such  influence  as  he  must  necessarily 
have,  shall  make  it  perfectly  clear 
to  all  of  us  that  to  that  body  he 
does  not  belong.  The  mode  of  doing  it 
may  vary,  and  I  think  it  is  possible  that 
long  and  careful  consideration  might  have 
supplied  us  with  some  better  declaration 
than  we  have  got  before  us.  But  when- 
ever it  is  implied  that  we  undervalue  in 
any  way  whatever  the  importance  of  the 
Protestant  succession,  or  when  it  is  in 
the  slightest  degree  inferred  that  this 
country  is  doubtml  on  that  point,  then 
we  must  stand  quite  firm  to  this — that  a 
body  which  owes  allegiance  to  a  foreign 
Power  cannot  be  allowed  to  exercise  its 
authority,  claiming,  as  it  does,  to  be  an 
infallible  authority ;  it  is  impossible  io^ 
this  country  to  allow  such  an  authority 
to  exercise  such  power  as  it  might  exe^ 
cise  through  a  Sovereign  who  was  under 
such  obligations.  For  that  reason, 
although  I  do  not  like  the  form  of  the 
statement  very  much,  I  mean  to  vote  for 
the  Second  Reading,  and  I  hope  the  Bill 
will  be  carried  and  will  ultimately  become 
law. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY:  My 
Lords,  I  think  the  course  of  this  debate 
has  not  been  on  the  whole  satisfactory  to 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Royal  Dedaration  {23  July  1901} 


1285 

the  Grovernment.  With  the  best  inten- 
tions in  the  world,  they  ha^e  dipped  into 
troubled  waters,  and  I  do  not  think  they 
are  likely  to  get  any  very  great  satisfac- 
tion from  the  result.  What  has  been  the 
•course  of  this  debate  ?  The  moment  the 
noble  Marquess  sat  down  the  noble  Lord 
f>ehind  me  rose  and  in  an  uncompromis- 
ing spirit  moved  the  rejection  of  the  Bill. 
He  was  followed  by  the  noble  Viscount 
-opposite,  who,  speaking  from  an  opposite 
point  of  view,  said  that  out  of  personal 
iregard  for  the  noble  Marquess,  and  in 
view  of  the  good  intentions  he  was  pre- 
7>ared  to  credit  him  with,  he  should  not 
vote  against  him ;  but  that  it  was  abso- 
vlutely  and  morally  impossible  for  him  in 
any  way  to  vote  for  the  Bill.  Then 
we  come  to  the  noble  Viscount  behind  me, 
whose  singularly  earnest,  eloquent,  and 
interesting  speech,  though  it  cannot  have 
^K)nvinced  many  of  us,  yet  must  have 
appealed  to  the  most  generous  sentiments 
of  the  House.  Then  came  the  noble 
Viscount  who,  with  equal  emphasis  and 
■oven  more  eloquence  than  previous 
speakers,  repudiated  any  idea  of  voting 
ior  this  Bill.  We  listened  also  with  very 
.OTcat  interest  to  the  speech  of  the 
Bishop  of  Winchester,  who,  though  he  is 
going  to  vote  for  the  Bill,  did  not  praise 
it  with  any  great  cordiality.  While  the 
Bishop  of  Winchester  expressed  his  in- 
tention to  vote  for  the  Bill,  he  did  not 
bless  it  with  any  great  cordiality.  He 
reverted  to  the  idea  expressed  on  a 
former  occasion,  when  ne  supported 
the  most  rev.  Primate,  to  refer  the 
declaration  back  for  a  more  prolonged 
consideration  by  the  Committee  than  it 
appeared  to  have  received.  I  was  one  of 
those  who  tendered  my  support  to  the 
most  rev.  Primate  on  that  occasion, 
but  I  shall  not  readily  repeat  that  conduct, 
because,  when  he  was  speaking  with 
legions  behind  him  confident  of  victory — 
I  think  we  could  have  run  the  noble 
Marquess  hard  if  we  had  not  defeated  him 
— we  were  a  little  disappointed  to  find 
the  Primate  give  us  all  away  and  with- 
draw his  Amendment  just  in  our  keenest 
anticipation  of  success.  Though  the 
Bishop  of  Winchester  has  said  he  will 
vote  for  the  Bill,  he  did  so  with  the 
extremest  qualification,  regretting  in 
every  sentence  of  his  speecn  that  the 
Bill  had  not  been  prepared  by  some- 
one who  knew  something  about  the  sub- 
ject. Now,  if  that  is  to  be  the  only 
Messing,  as  it  is  the  only  blessing  which 
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1  the  proposal  of  the  noble  Marquess  haf> 
I  received  in  this  House,  I  confess  I  feel  a 
very  gloomy  prognostication  as  to  its  fate 
in  another  place. 

The  most  rev.  Prelate  has  dwelt  with 
force  and  an  eloquence  we  all  acknow- 
ledge, and  which  received  a  rare  testi- 
mony of  applause  from  your  Lordships, 
on  the  unwillingness  of  this  realm  to 
submit  to  any  mreign  authority  in  its 
ecclesiastical  or  any  other  matters.  The 
supremacy  of  the  Pope,  no  doubt,  is  a 
doctrine  to  which  any  subject  of 
this  kingdom  would  be  least 
likely  to  yield  any  sympathy, 
but  that  is  one  of  those  doctrines  which, 
the  enumeration  of  doctrines  in  the 


in 


declaration,  is  conspicuously  omitted. 
The  right  rev.  Prelate,  with  a  linger- 
ing feeling  in  favour  of  a  reference  back 
to  the  Committee,  is  going  to  vote  for  the 
Bill  because  he  repudiates  a  doctrine 
which  the  declaration  does  not  repudiate. 
I  think,  therefore,  I  am  entitled  to  ofter 
my  sympathy  to  the  noble  Marquess,  for 
he  must  feel,  from  the  reception  his  Bill 
has  met,  that  it  cannot  become  law  this 
year.  This  discussion,  therefore,  can  be 
but  purely  academic,  because  if  it  cannot 
go  irom  thiB  House  with  a  greater 
impetus  than  it  seems  likely  to  obtain,  it 
is  unlikely  to  successfully  face  the 
waves  and  rocks  it  will  have  to  encounter 
— the  extreme  Protestant  in  the  House 
of  Commons  on  the  one  hand,  the  Roman 
Catholic  bodies  on  the  other.  I  would 
therefore  humbly  suggest  to  the  noble 
Marquess  whether  it  is  too  late  to  recon- 
sider that  proposal  for  reference  to  a 
Select  Committee  which  on  a  former 
occasion  was  abandoned  in  a  manner 
which  so  affected  our  feelings.  I  do 
believe  that  if  you  could  refer  it  to  a 
Committee  of  a  larger  and  more  repre- 
sentative character,  which  should  include 
members  of  the  B.oman  Catholic  faith,  as 
well  as  Prelates  from  the  Episcopal  Bench, 
you  might  possibly  evolve  a  declaration 
which  might  weather  this  House  and 
possibly  meet  with  acceptance  in  the 
other.  Unless  that  course  is  adopted,  I 
venture  to  say  that  neither  will  be 
satisfied. 

♦Lord  HERRIES:  My  Lords,  as  I 
was  the  first  to  move  that  there  should 
be  a  Joint  Committee  of  this  House  to 
consider  the  question,  perhaps  I  may  be 
allowed  to  say  two  or  three  words  in 
explanation  of  the  P^gij^j^^^  b^  (!j 
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up  to-day.      I  must  say  that  I  am  not 
altogether  satisfied  with  the  Report  of  the 
Committee,  and  I  should  like  to  support 
what  has  fallen  from  my  noble  friend, 
Lord  Rosebery,  on  that  subject.     I  hope 
that  the  matter  will  be  aeain  referred  to 
a  Select  Committee,  whicn  should  include 
representatives  not  only  of  the   bishops 
but  also  of  Roman  Catholics.    When  the 
question  was  first  brought  before  us,  I 
remember  stating  that  f  thought  it  was 
better  that  there  should  be  no  Roman 
Catholics  on  the  Committee,  but  I  must 
confess  I  have  since  regretted  it.     In 
the  first  place,  I  am  quite  sure  that  if 
I  had  been  on  the  Committee  the  delibera- 
tions   would    have    lasted    longer   than 
twenty  minutes,  and,  in  the  second  place, 
I  think  that  the  Committee  would  have 
become  aware,  by  representations  made 
to  them,  of  what  was  likely  to  be  the 
result  of  their  deliber&tions.      When  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  was  presented 
to  us,   if  I  remember  right,   the  noble 
Marquess  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
spoke  of  the  declaration  as  the  "time- 
honoured"  declaration;    but    I    confess 
that  to  my  mind  the  declaration  is  fraught 
with  the  history  of  terrible  events,  and 
misery  and  misfortune  to  thousands  of 
Catholic  Englishmen.      It  reminds  me  of 
the  opinions  of  Lord  Shaftesbury  and  the 
use  he  made  of  Titus  Gates  to  foist  this 
declaration    upon    Parliament.     It    was 
said  of  Lord  Shaftesbury  that  he,  when 
asked  what  was  the  best  religion,  replied 
that  there  was  only  one  religion  to  which 
a  wise  man  belonged  ;  and  when  he  was 
further  pressed  as  to  what  that  religion 
was,  he  replied  that  a  wise  man  never  let 
his  religion  be  known.     I  presume  it  was 
the  desire   of  the  Committee  that  the 
Sovereign  should  have  that  wisdom,  for 
he  is  required  to  belong  to  no  religion  as 
long  as  he  condemns  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion.  It  was,  therefore,  with  feelings  of 
great  dissatisfaction  that  I  read  the  Report 
of  the  Committee,  which  is  now  before  us 
in  the  form  of  a  Bill.    The  most  rev. 
Primate  alluded  to  the  allegiance  which 
Roman  Catholics  in  this  country  owe  to 
a  foreign  potentate.     If  he  means  the 
recognition  of  the  supremacy  of  the  Pope 
in  matters  of  doctrine  and  in  all  questions 
with  regard  to  the  spiritual  government 
of  his  subjects,  I  think  he  is  right ;  but 
if  he  means  that  that  allegiance    goes 
further  and  affects  the  civil  duties  of 
Roman  Catholic  subjects  of  this  realm,  I 
say  he  is  wrong.     Gn  this  matter  I  will 
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quote  Bishop  Doyle,  who  was  one  of  the 
most  illustrious  bishops  in  Ireland  at  the 
time  of  the  emancipation.    He  said— 

**  As  the  power  of  the  State  is*  derived  fronv 
God,  and  ttotaUy  independent  oC  the  Church. 
we  reoo^niae  in  the  Pope  no  authority  what- 
ever to  interfere  with  it.*' 

He  went  on  to  say — 

"He  who  entrusted  the  Church  to  the 
Pope  has  entrusted  the  State  to  the  So^rereign." 

Nothing  could  more  strongly  r^re- 
sent  the  attitude  that  has  been 
taken  by  Roman  Catholics  in  this 
country  during  the  last  two  hundred 
years.  We  hear  out  of  doora  accusa- 
tions of  want  of  loyalty  on  the  part 
of  Catholics.  I  affirm  that  there  are  no 
more  loyal  subjects  of  the  King,  and  none 
more  anxious  to  do  their  duty  to  their 
countiy,  than  the  Roman  Catholics,  and 
I  despise  and  condemn  those  people  who 
go  about  and  say  there  is  a  divided 
allegiance  on  their  part.  I  challenge  any- 
one to  deny  that  the  hist<Hry  of  the  last 
two  centuries  shows  anything  but  the 
most  loyal  feelings  and  actions  among^ 
English  Catholics.  Catholics  came  for- 
ward at  the  beginning  of  the  last  centuiTr 
when  there  was  fear  of  invasion,  and 
raised  troops  of  Yeomanry,  and  I  could 
name  eight  or  ten  of  the  principal  Roman 
Catholics  at  that  time  who  raised  troops- 
of  Yeomanry  to  defend  the  shores  of 
Englaind  when  invasion  was  threatened 
by  the  Emperor  of  France.  And  in  the 
present  war,  have  you  not  to  be  thankful 
for  the  devotion  of  Roman  Catholics  1  K 
the  declaration  were  to  have  a  positire 
charaeter,  in  terms  such  as  the  noble 
Viscount  read  out,  no  objection  would  be 
raised  on  the  part  of  Roman  Catholics. 
It  was  only  the  other  day  that  I  was 
reading  the  Saxon  coronation  oath,  and 
I  could  not  help  thinking  how  dif 
ferent  it  was  from  the  oath 
which  it  is  now  recommended  should 
be  retained.  Would  it  not  be  better  that 
the  King  should  say,  ''  I  am  a  member  of 
the  Church  of  England  "  ?  Who  would 
object  to  that  ?  If  His  Majesty  also  took 
the  coronation  oath,  I  maintain  that  no 
further  security  would  be  required  to 
maintain  that  tne  King  of  England  should 
be  a  Protestant.  It  was  said  a  week  ago 
that  nothing  would  satisfy  Roman 
Catholics.  Suchadeclaration  would  satisfy 
them,  but  we  shall  never  be  entirek 
satisfied  so  long  as  certain  Articles  of  our 
faith  are  picked  out  Jor  condemnation^ 
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iirhile  other  religions  are  not  interfered 
with. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :  My  Lords, 
418  a  member  of  the  Committee  who  are 
responsible  for  the  form  of  words  now 
put  before  your  Lordships,  I  am  anxious 
to  make  a  few  brief  remarks  with  regard 
to  some  of  the  speeches  which  have  been 
made  this  evening.  My  noble  friend 
Lord  Eosebery,  as  is  his  wont,  dealt  out 
very  free  criticism,  but  he  has  let  us 
know  very  little  of  his  inner  mind  on  the 
subject  of  this  declaration.  We 
have  not  the  least  idea  whether  he 
is  in  favour  of  the  abolition 
the  Bill  altogether,  whether  he  is  in 
favour  of  this  modification,  or  what  he 
may  be  in  favour  of,  except  that  he  pro- 
poses that  the  Bill  should  be  referred  back 
to  a  Select  Committee.  He  complained  that 
there  were  no  Catholic  peers  on  the  Com- 
mittee, but  it  will  be  within  your  Lord- 
ships' recollection  that  it  was  by  the 
desire  of  those  peers  themselves  that 
they  were  not  represented  on  the  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  :  I  never 
found  fault  with  the  Committee  for 
having  no  Roman  Catholic  Peers  on  it. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH:  My  noble 
^end  did,  I  think,  say  that  it  was  a  pity 
there  were  no  Roman  Catholic  peeis  on 
the  Committee.  Other  speakers  to-night 
have  suggested  that  this  Bill  should  be 
referred  to  another  Select  Committee, 
4ind  the  argument  used  in  favour  of  that 
course  has  largely  been  that  by  that 
means  an  ecclesiastical  discussion  would 
be  avoided  within  this  House.  Well,  my 
liords,  I  think  that  if  the  Bill  were 
referred  to  another  Select  Committee  the 
Report  of  that  Committee  would  1^  to 
^uite  as  long  a  discussion  in  this  House 
as  has  taken  place  to-ni^ht,  and,  if  it  were 
to  go  into  the  veiy  technical  points  sug- 
gested, we  shoukl  very  likely  get  into  a 
still  more  technical  ecclesiastical  dispute. 
I  am  but  an  unlearned  layman,  but  I  do 
maintain  that  this  is  not  an  ecclesiastical 
question  at  all;  it  is  a  purely  politic«d 
-question,  and  one  for  politicians  to  deal 
with,  and  I  am  bound  to  say  that,  in  my 
judgment,  the  Committee  that  was  ap- 
pointed to  deal  with  the  subject  was,  as 
lar  as  is  possible  in  your  Lordships' 
House,  oomnosed  of  capable  politicians.  I 
^hink  the  Committee  has  been  somawhat 


hardly  dealt  with.  It  has  been  accused 
of  being  ignorant  and  hasty,  and  of  not 
having  carried  out  the  work  for  which  it 
was  appointed.  It  was  not  appointed  to 
do  away  with  the  declaration,  out  to  con- 
sider whether  its  languagecouldbemodified 
without  diminishing  its  efficacy  for  the 
security  of  the  maintainance  of  the  Pro- 
testant succession.  I  say  that  the  Com- 
mittee would  have  acted  altogether  uUra 
vires  if  it  had  reported  that  the  declarar 
tion  should  be  abolished.  That  was  the 
view  the  Committee  took.  Before  we 
had  been  in  the  committee-room  five 
minutes  it  was  evident  that  that  was  the 
view  of  the  whole  of  the  Committee.  It 
then  became  a  mere  question  of  drafting, 
and  I  think  the  method  adopted  wouki 
commend  itself  to  most  reasonable  men. 
It  was  thought  that  the  best  plan  would 
be  to  cut  out  the  objectionable  words, 
leaving  the  words  which  were  not  objec- 
tionable and  which  bore  a  certain 
meaning.  That  course  was  adopted.  I 
admit  that  a  certain  error  was  committed 
owing  to  our  not  having  the  benefit  of 
seeing  the  draft  before  it  was  sent  up  to 
the  House.  I  believe  that  if  the  Com- 
mittee had  seen  it  it  would  have  received 
that  amount  of  polish  which  it  has  since 
received  before  incorporation  in  the  Bill. 
The  noble  Lord,  Viscount  Llandaff,  who 
always  speaks  so  eloquently  and  so 
moderately,  said  that  the  Committee  had 
put  into  the  mouth  of  the  Sovereign  a 
declaration  condemning  certain  Roman 
Catholic  doctrines.  After  ail,  this  country 
is  a  Protestant  country,  and  we  have  to 
secure  the  Protestant  succession.  Now, 
what  does  the  word  "  Protestant "  mean, 
and  what  is  "  the  Protestant  religion  "  f 
The  Protestant  religion  protests  against 
certain  Roman  Catholic  doctrines,  and 
what  can  be  a  better  way  of  giving  voice 
to  that  protest  than  by  making  the 
Sovereign,  the  moment  he  steps  on  the 
Throne,  declare  that  certain  Catholic  doc- 
trines are  not  according  to  his  belief,  and 
therefore  not  suitable  tor  him  to  hold  as 
Sovereign  of  this  countrv  1 

I  assert  that  it  is  desirable  that  we 
should  retain  that  declaration,  in  order 
to  secure  from  the  mouth  of  the  Sove- 
reign at  the  time  of  his  accession  a 
declaration  of  protestation  against  certain 
Roman  Catholic  doctrines.  My  noble 
friend  Lord  Llandaff  suggested  another 
method  of  dealing  with  it.  He  said, 
''make  it  a  positive  declaration  —  a 
declaration  of  belief  in  the  doctrines  of 
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the  Church  of  England.''  That  also 
recommended  itself  to  Viscount  Halifax 
and  Lord  Herries,  but  a  declaration  in 
the  belief  of  the  Church  of  England  will 
not  meet  the  question  at  all.  England, 
no  doubt,  to  use  the  words  of  my  noble 
friend,  is  the  predominant  partner,  but 
there  is  Scotland,  and  there  are  the 
colonies.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent 
the  King  being  a  Wesleyan,  or  a  Presby- 
terian. There  are  many  Nonconformist 
bodies  and  various  sects  in  this  country 
which  are  as  Protestant  as  the  Church  of 
England.  It  is  not  necessary  that  the 
declaration  should  be  all-embracing. 
What  we  wish  to  secure  is  that  the  Sove- 
reign, on  his  accession,  shall  absolutely 
repudiate  certain  Roman  Catholic  doc- 
tnnes,  and,  for  the  purpose  required,  the 
doctrines  mentioned  are  as  good  as  any 
we  could  secure.  I  think  the  declaration 
recommended  is  a  very  satisfactory 
method  of  asserting  what  I  believe  to  be 
the  Protestant  f eehng  of  this  realm. 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  SALISBURY  : 
My  Lords,  I  think  I  shall  be  right  in 
following  the  most  rev.  Prelate  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  voting  for 
the  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill,  but  I 
confess  I  shall  do  so  in  very  much  the 
the  same  spirit  as  the  Bishop  of  Win- 
chester, who  has  shown  good  reason  why 
the  Bill,  as  it  at  present  stands,  does  not 
really  carry  out  what  we  ought  to  aim  at. 
What  is  it  we  ought  to  aim  at  in  such  a 
declaration  as  this?  We  ought  not 
merely  to  aim  at  satisfying  obvious  and 
superficial  objections,  but  to  make  the 
declaration  suitable  to  its  unique  position. 
It  is  only  since  1867  that  the  declaration 
has  obtained  this  unique  position.  It 
was  in  that  year  abohshed  as  a  declara- 
tion to  be  taken  by  other  persons  than  the 
Sovereign.  Surely  there  has  been  a 
great  change  also  in  the  attitude  of  the 
great  body  of  which  I  wish  to  speak  with 
all  possible  respect — the  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  The  noble  Lord  just  now 
quoted  from  Bishop  Doyle.  He  must 
have  forgotten  Cardinal  Newman's 
famous  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  in 
1874,  in  which  he  pointed  out  all  those 
statements  made  by  Bishop  Doyle  and 
others  at  the  time  were  quite  worthless 
because  they  had  not  the  adhesion  of  the 
Pope.  It  was  pointed  out  that  no  compact 
was  of  any  efficacy  unless  the  Pope  was 
£k  party  to  it,  and  we  know  that  the  Pope  I 
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was  not  a  consenting  party  to  those  very 
solemn  and,  I  think,  very  noble  protes- 
tations made  by  Roman  Catholics  during 
the  first  quarter  of  the  last  century,  and 
they  were  afterwards  treated  as  waste- 
paper.  That  brings  me  to  this  pointy 
why  was  it  that  the  doctrine  of  tran- 
substantiation  was  chosen  in  the  year 
1673  ?  The  most  judicious  historian  of 
the  period  says  that  it  was  introduced 
because  it  was  found  that  there  was  na 
other  doctrine  which  could  not  be  dis- 
pensed with.  It  was  introduced  into  the 
House  of  Conmions  by  two  members,  and 
accepted  on  the  ground  that  it  was  an 
effective  barrier  to  a  Roman  Catholic 
ascending  the  throne.  But  since  that 
time  the  Church  of  Rome  has  changed 
very  much,  and  the  supremacy  and  per- 
sonal infallibility  of  the  Pope  have  bsen 
introduced  into  the  articles  of  faith  of 
Roman  Catholics.  If  we  are  to  draw  a 
sharp  distinction  between  ourselves  and 
Roman  Catholics,  it  is  far  better  that  we 
should  do  so  upon  the  public  ground  of 
opposition  to  the  Pope.  I  am  not  a 
believer  in  transubstantiation.  I  have 
been,  I  believe,  misrepresented  on  that 
matter  in  one  or  two  public  newspapers. 
I  need  not  disclaim  any  syinpathy  with 
the  doctrine  of  transubstantiation ;  but  I 
do  think  it  would  be  a  very  great  advan- 
tage if  we  could  substitute  some  other 
test.  My  objection  against  the  promin- 
ence given  to  the  point  of  transubstantia- 
tion is,  not  that  it  is  no  longer  a  distin^ 
tive  difference  between  the  two  Churches, 
but  that  it  is  no  longer  the  most  obvioua 
or  appropriate  distinction.  I  would  most 
earnestly  ask  His  Majesty's  Grovemment 
whether  they  could  not  agree,  after 
the  Second  Reading,  to  refer  the 
matter  to  a  Committee.  We  should 
not,  in  such  a  critical  period  in 
the  life  of  the  Sovereign,  when  he  is  pre- 
paring to  undertake  the  duties  of  ruUng 
the  Empire,  call  upon  him  to  make  a 
declaration  which  cannot  satisfy  in  its 
present  form  any  serious-minded  maa  1 
would  point  out  a  flaw  in  the  wording  of 
the  dedaration  as  it  at  present  stands. 
It  states  that  certain  doctrines  "  are  con- 
trary to  the  Protes^nt  religion,  in  whicbi 
I  believe."  Are  those  words  good  Eng- 
lish ?  We  practise  a  religion ;  we  do  not 
believe  in  a  reli^on.  Rengion  is  a  matter 
of  worship,  and  is  quite  diflferent  from 
faith.  There  is  evidence  of  great  haste  in 
the  preparation  of  this  declaration,  and  it 
is  impossible  for  these  words  to  stand.   I 
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hope,  therefore,  that  it  will  be  referred  to 
a  Committee. 

Lord  BRAYE  :  My  Lords,  I  should 
like  to  say  two  words  on  this  question. 
Those  who  originally  introduced  the 
words  into  the  declaration  which  are  ob- 
jected to  had  ample  justification,  because 
they  were  consistent  with  the  doctrines 
they  held.  No  doubt  they  believed  the 
faith  of  the  Church  of  Rome  to  be  iniqui- 
tous, and  punished  those  who  adhered  to 
it  with  death.  Now,  however,  the  subjects 
of  the  realm  have  full  liberty  of  religious 
belief,  and  the  words  of  the  old  declara- 
tion are  no  longer  necessary.  Briefly, 
why  should  not  the  declaration  merely 
say,  "I  renounce  the  Pope  and  all  his 
works,"  which  I  believe  to  be  the  sum- 
total  of  the  Protestant  creed  1 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY :  My 
Lords,  the  note  of  this  debate  has  been, 
as  Lord  Rosebery  stated,  that  everybody 
was  in  the  main  against  the  Bill,  but 
there  was  a  much  more  striking  note — 
namely,  that  everybody  was  in  favour  of 


a  totally  different  alternative.  It  is  true 
that  a  coalition  of  such  peers  as  Lord 
Kinnaird,  Lord  Halifax,  and  Lord 
Llandaff  would  be  perfectly  capable  of 
destroying  the  Bill.  I  do  not  deny 
that,  but  I  am  quite  sure  they  would 
not  be  capable  of  putting  anything  else 
in  its  place.  Unless  you  succeed  in 
putting  something  eke  m  its  place,  this 
declaration  will  ^o  on  and  retain  its  legal 
power  for  an  indefinite  period.  It  either 
must  remain  or  you  must  induce  the 
House  to  put  something  else  in  its  place. 
There  is,  in  substance,  no  alternative 
which  would  command  the  assent  of  the 
very  variegated  body  by  whom  the  de- 
claration is  now  opposed,  and  I  do  not 
think  that  that  would  be  satisfactory. 
Whatever  faults  you  find  in  the  Bill  are 
faults  in  the  enactment  which  is  now  law. 
If  vou  succeed  in  destroying  the  Bill  you 
will  succeed  also  in  perpetuating  the 
present  law. 

On  Question,  whether  "now"  shall 
stand  part  of  the  motion,  their  Lordships 
divided.    Contents,  96  ;  Not-contents,  6. 


Canterbury,  L.  Abp. 
Halsbury,  E.  {L,  Chaticellor.) 
Devonshire,  D.  {L.  President/) 
Salisbury,  M.  (L,  Privy  Seal,) 

Marlborough,  D. 

Aliercom,  M.  (D.  Abercom.) 

Bath,M. 

Lansdowne,  M. 

Pembroke  and  Montgomery, 
K.  (X.  Steward,) 

Clarendon,  E.  (L.  Chamber- 
lain.) 

Bradford,  E. 

Cailogan,  £. 

Camptrdown,  E. 

Carnngton,  E. 

Cawdor,  E. 

Chesterfield,  E. 

Dudley,  E. 

Feveraiiam,  E. 

Haidwicke,  E. 

Uarewood,  E. 

Howe,  E. 

Mar  and  Kellie,  E. 

Mayo,  E. 

Morley,  E. 

XHorthbrook,  E. 

Onflow,  E. 

Portsmouth,  E. 

Powis,  E. 

Kosse,  E. 

Selbome,  E. 

Spencer,  E. 
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Stamford,  E. 

Vane,  E.  [M.  Londonderry,) 
Waldegrave,  E.    [Teller,] 
Whamcliflfe,  E. 

Clancarty,  V.  (E,  Clancarty, ) 
Falkland,  V. 

Gordon,  V.    {E,  Aberdeen,) 
Knutsford,  V. 

Chester,  L.  Bp. 
Salisbury,  L.  Bp. 
Winchester,  L.  Bp. 

Ahlnger,  L. 

Addmgton,  L. 

Amherst  of  Hackney,  L. 

Ardilaun,  L. 

Balfour,  L. 

Barnard,  L. 

Battersea,  L. 

Belhaven  and  Stenton,  L. 

Belper,  L. 

Boyle,  L.  (E,  Cork  and  Orrery, ) 

CaJtborpe,  L. 

Churchill,  L.    [Teller,] 

Colville  of  Culross,  L. 

Davey,  L. 

De  Mauley,  L. 

Dinevor,  L. 

Glanusk,  L. 

Glenesk,  L. 

Greville,  L. 

Harlech,  L. 

Harris,  L. 

Hatherton,  L. 


Hobhouse,  L. 

James,  h. 

Kenry,  L.    {E,  Dunraven  and 

Mount-Earl,) 
Kensington,  L. 
Kintore,  L.     {E,  Kintore,) 
Langford,  L. 
Lawrence,  L. 
Leigh,  L. 
Lindley,  L. 
Ludlow,  L. 
Manners  of  Haddon,  L.  (if. 

Oranby.) 
Meldrum,  L.     {3f,  Huntly,) 
Monckton,  L.     (V,  Galway,} 
Monkswell,  L. 
Montagu  of  Beaulieu,  L. 
Mostyn,  L. 

Pon8onby,L.(-&.  Bessbarough.) 
Raglan,  L. 
Reay,  L. 
Rowton,  L. 
Saitoun,  L. 
Seaton,  L. 
Sinclair,  L. 
Southampton,  L. 
Templemore,  L. 
Tredeffar,  L. 
Tweeomouth,  L. 
Ventry,  L. 
Welby,  L. 

Wemyss,  L.  (E.  Wemyss) 
Windsor,  L. 
Wplverton,  L. 
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Halilax,  V.     [Teller.] 
Aldenham,  L. 
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Kinnaird,  L. 
Norton,  L. 
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Stanmore,  L. 
Teynbam,  L. 


Bill  read  2"  accordingly,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Tuesday  next. 

TRAWLERS'    CERTIFICATES   SUSPEN- 
SION  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Bead  3»  (according  to  order),  and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS  OFFICES. 
First  Report  from   the  Select    Com- 
mittee considered  (according  to  order) 
and  agreed  to. 

LARCENY  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons,  read  1^ ; 
and  to  be  printed.     (No.  178). 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  AUSTRALIA- 
SALARY  OF  THE  GOVERNOR  GENERAL. 

Earl  CARRINGTON:  My  Lords,  I 
am  sorry  that,  owing  to  a  printer's  error, 
a  portion  of  the  question  which  I  had 
given  notice  to  put  to  the  noble  Earl  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
has  been  omitted.  What  I  wish  to  ask 
the  noble  Earl  is,  whether  there  has  been 
any  correspondence  between  His  Majesty's 
€k>vemment  and  the  Australian  Federal 
Government  with  reference  to  the  salary 
of  the  Governor  General,  and  whether 
there  has  been  any  correspondence  with 
the  State  Gk)vemors  and  the  State  Legis- 
latures, and,  if  so,  whether  he  can  lay  the 
correspondence  on  the  Table. 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (The  Earl 
of  Onslow)  :  » My  Lords,  I  am  sorry 
that  an  error  has  crept  into  the  Paper. 
The  noble  Earl  did  tell  me  some  time  ago 
that  he  wished  to  make  this  inquiry,  but 
when  I  saw  his  notice  on  the  Paper  I 
thought,  owin^  to  the  omission  to  which 
he  has  referred,  that  it  had  reference  to 
another  matter.  I  will,  however,  do  my 
best  to  answer  the  question  of  the  noble 
Earl  without  making  the  full  inquiries 
which  I  should  otherwise  have  made. 
The  Governor  General's  salary  cannot  be 
altered  during  his  tenure  of  office,  but 
some  efforts  were  made,  on  behalf  of  the 
States,  to  make  a  contribution  towards 
the  establishment  allowances  and  for  the 
purpose    of    entertaining,     temporarily. 


A  Bill  passed  through  the  State  Legis- 
lature of  New  South  Wales,  but  did 
not  pass  through  the  Legislatures  of  the 
other  States.  Consequently  the  idea 
was  abandoned,  and  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  is  now  informed 
that  the  matter  will  be  brought  before 
the  Parliament  of  the  Commonwealth 
with  a  view  of  making  some  further  pro- 
vision for  the  Governor  for  the  purpose 
of  entertaining  and  towards  establishment 
allowances.  The  Papers  have  not  yet 
been  sent  to  His  Majesty's  Gk)vemment, 
and  therefore  I  am  not  able  to  give  any 
information  as  to  their  nature.  There 
has  been  some  correspondence  with  re- 
gard to  the  salaries  of  the  State  Governors, 
and  I  understand  that  some  Papers  have 
been  published  in  Australia.  I  do  not 
know  what  they  are,  but  if  they  have 
been  laid  on  the  Tables  of  the  Colonial 
Legislatures  there  is  not  likely  to  be  any 
difficulty  in  layingthem  on  the  Table  d 
your  Lordships'  House.  At  the  same 
time,  I  think  it  would  be  convenient  to 
wait  until  the  correspondence  and  the 
arrangements  are  finidly  completed  for 
making  such  provision  as  the  several 
States  may  make  for  the  salary  of  the 
separate  Governors. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter 
before  Eight  of  the  olook,  till 
Thursday  next,  half -past  Ten 
of  the  dock. 


HOUSEOFCOMMONS. 
Tuesday,  23rd  July,  1901. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


GREAT     SOUTHERN     AND     WESTERN 
RAILWAY    BILL  [Lords].    (Br  Ordbe.) 

Order  for  consideration,  as  amended, 
read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  considered." 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.),  in 
moving  the  Amendment  standing  in  his 
name,  said  that  throughout  the  history 
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of  private  Bill  legislation  there  had  been 
no  more  flagrant  case  of  Parliamentary 
perfidy  than  was  to  be  found  in  connec- 
tion with  the  construction  of  the  Cork  to 
Fermoy  line.    At  first  he  had  been  in- 
clined to  lay  the  blame  at  the  door  of  the 
Great  Southern  and  Western  Company, 
but,  having  read  the  correspondence  that 
had  taken  place  on  the  subject  with  the 
Treasury,  he  concluded  that  the  Great 
Western  of  England  were  mainly  respon- 
sible.    Bearing  in   mind  that  the  com- 
pany had  stated  before  one  of  the  Com- 
mittees that  they  would  never  venture  to 
<;ome  to  Parliament  on  any  other  matter 
before  this  pledge  was  carried  out,  it 
would  be  for  the  House,  when  their  BiUs 
•come   up   next   session,   to  treat  them 
accordingly.     The    right    hon.    Member 
for  the  Clitheroe  Division  of  Lancashire 
was  chairman  of  the  Committee  which 
"Considered  a  Bill  to  create  a  new  route 
from  Bosslare  to  Cork.    All  the  Irish 
Members  joined  in  acknowledging  that 
that  right  hon.  Member  had  given  to  the 
Report  and  the  examination  of  witnesses 
a    painstaking    research    and    acumen 
which    had    seldctoi    distinguished    the 
chairmen  of  Private  Bill  Committees  of 
that  House.     The  new  line  was  to  be  an 
alternative  to  the  existing  route,  and  the 
people  in  that  district  were  to  have  a 
competitive  route,  instead  of  being  tied 
to  the   Great   Southern   and   Western 
Railway  Company,  as  in  the  past.     The 
chairman  of  the  Committee  said  that, 
instead  of  leaving  them  at  the  mercy  of 
the  Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway 
Company,  he  would   bring  in  a  great 
English  company  whose  word  was  their 
bond.    In  paragraph  14  of  the  Report  of 
the  Committee — which    was   a   Hybrid 
Committee — it  was  stated  that  the  Ross- 
lare  and  Fishguard  Railway  system,  so 
far  as  Cork,  would  be  under  the  joint 
control    of    the    Great    Southern    and 
Western    Railway    Company    and    the 
Limerick  and  South  Western  Company, 
the    latter     having    a    preponderating 
influence.     But  a  more  direct  route  from 
Cork  to  Fermoy  was  to  be  the  subject  of 
another  Bill  which  the  promoters  were 
pledged  to  pass  the  following  year.    Three 
years  after  that  pledge  was  given  the 
•Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway 
Company    opened    up    communications 
with  the  Treasury,  and  said  the  •  '  ould 
not  make  the  line  at  all,  as  they  did  not 


think  it  was  of  any  use.  Their  next 
excuse  for  the  breach  of  faith  was  that  if 
they  were  let  oflP  making  the  line  from 
Cork  and  Fermoy  they  would  build  a 
bridge  across  the  Lee,  giving  communica- 
tion with  Berehaven,  although  they  had 
been  pledged  before  to  build  that  bridge 
within  a  reasonable  time.  The  railway 
companies  now  said  they  could  not  build 
the  Lee  bridge  because  they  could  not  get 
the  promised  **  co-operation "  of  the 
Cork  Corporation  and  the  Cork  Harbour 
Commissioners.  It  was  true  that  the 
word  **  co-operation  "  was  used  in  the 
Report  of  the  Committee,  but  it  was 
absurd  to  suppose  that  this  meant,  as  the 
companies  now  contended,  financial  co- 
operation. All  that  the  Cork  Harbour 
Commissioners  had  promised  was  their 
goodwill — not  monetary  or  other  assist- 
ance. As  a  fact,  the  Treasury  had, 
behind  the  backs  of  the  Irish  Members 
and  in  the  dark,  given  away  the  power 
which  had  been  specially  granted  by 
Parliament  for  the  making  of  a  through 
route  from  Dublin  to  Cork.  This  was  a 
matter  which  affected  the  whole  of  the 
south  of  England,  quite  as  much  as  the 
south  and  west  of  Ireland,  because  it 
affected  the  prosperity  of  the  trade  be- 
tween the  two  districts.  A  more  mis- 
leading memorandum  than  that  which 
had  been  sent  to  the  Treasurj'  signed  by 
Lord  Cawdor,  the  chairman  of  the  Great 
Western,  he  had  never  seen.  It  began 
by  stating  that  in  the  original  Bill,  as 
sent  to  the  Committee  in  1898,  there  was 
no  proposal  whatever  to  make  the  Cork 
and  Fermoy  line.  That  statement  was 
false  and  pernicious.  The  Committee 
insisted,  being  convinced  of  the  necessity 
of  some  such  line  as  the  Cork  and  Fermoy 
line,  sanctioned  it,  and  at  the  same  time 
inserted  a  clause  binding  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western  Company  to  come 
in  the  following  session  for  power  to  make 
a  line  from  Fermoy,  with  a  slight  devia- 
tion. In  other  words,  they  passed  what 
was  virtually  an  Abandonment  Act,  and 
at  the  same  time  an  Act  authorising  the 
construction  of  a  line  to  replace  the 
abandoned  portion.  It  seemed  to  him, 
from  the  action  of  the  Treasury,  that  the 
Admiralty  and  the  War  Office  must  have 
stepped  in  and  taken  the  matter  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  Government,  with  a 
view  to  the  strategetic  importance 
which    they    attached    to    keeping    the 
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French  out  of  Bantry  Bay,  or  from  some  ( 
such  consideration  as  that.    The  com-  j 
pany  now  proposed  to  build  a  bridge  in 
lieu  of  the  railway,  but  what  security  had  , 
the  House  that  they  would  build  the 
bridge  any  more  than  the  line  ?    The ; 
House  had  only  the  word  of  the  company  j 
for  it.     On  the  3rd  April  last,  nearly  i 
three  years  after  they  had  pledged  them- 1 
selves  to  construct  this  line,  they  wrote 
to   the   Cork    Harbour   Commissioners,  I 
saying —  ' 

"  Of  course  such  a  line  could  only  be  com-  ' 
mercially  constructed  with  the  assent  of  the  ' 
Cork  Harbour   Commissioners  and  the  Cor- 
poration of  Cork,  but  my  directors  are  advised, 
and  they  themselves  fully  believe  that,  under  ; 
present  circumstances,  no  useful  purpose  would  | 
be  served   by  the  construction  of  the  proposed 
line  from  Fermoy  to  Dunkettle,  and  if  with  the 
approval  of  the  Cork  authorities  my  directors  , 
were  relieved  of  the  obligation  to'  construct  I 
this  line,  they   would,  notwithstanding  that 
Parliament  contemplated  that  the  connecting 
lines  through  Cork  should  be  constructed  only  1 
at  the  joint  expense  of  the  Harbour  Commis-  | 
sioners,  the  Corporation,  the  Cork  and  Bandon,  , 
and  the   Cork  and   Macroom  Railway  Com-  i 
panics,  and  of  this  company,   be  themselves 
prepared  to  bear  the  whole  cost  of  the  con-  I 
struction  of  the  connecting  lines  through  Cork, 
without  asking   for  any  contribution  on  the 
part  of  the  Cork  authorities  or  railway  com- 1 
panics."  i 

The  Cork  Commissioners  replied  at  once 
that — 

**  Without  expressing  any  opinion  at  present 
on  the  subject  of  a  connecting  bridge,  the  com- 
missioners desire  to  make  it  clear  that  they 
never  gave,  or  implied,  any  undertaking  what- 
ever to  contribute  towards  the  cost  of  connect- 
ing the  railways." 

The  suggestion  that  the  assent  and  co- 
operation of  the  local  bodies  had  been 
refused  was  absolutely  false.  The  Trea- 
sury bound  themselves  by  a  parliamen- 
tary pledge  to  insist  that  within  the  year 
ending  on  the  Slst  of  this  month  the 
contracts  for  the  construction  of  the  Cork 
and  Fermoy  Une  would  be  let  and  the 
lands  taken  and  the  work  commenced. 
That  pledge  was  given  through  the 
mouth  of  the  Financial  Secretary,  who 
was  now  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  but  where  was  the  con- 
tinuity between  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
and  the  present  Financial  Secretary  1 
In  July  of  last  year  Mr.  Hanbury  stated 
in  the  House  that  no  portion  whatever 
of  the  proposed  Treasury  grant  of 
£93,000  would  be  paid  until  at  least 
one-half   of   the   work   was   completed, 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy. 


and  the  grant  as  a  whole  was  dependent 
on   the   whole   work    being   completed 
before  1904,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man added  that,  in  view  of  the  apparent 
reluctance    of    the    company   to    begin 
the  Fermoy  portion  of  the  undertakings 
he  proposed  to  require  the  immediate 
payment  of  this  sum  unless  a  satisfactory 
assurance  was  at  once  given  that  the^ 
Fermoy  and  Cork  branch  would  be  under- 
taken   and    completed    before    August, 
1904.    The  Treasury  released  the  com- 
pany from  the  immediate  payment  of 
£93,000  in  consequence  of   the  jJedge^ 
then  given,  and  this  pledge  was  embodied 
in  a  written  undertaking,  and  yet  the 
whole  of  that  written  pledge  had  been 
broken.     We  were  now  within  ten  days^ 
of  the  expiring  of  the  time  and  not  a 
single  thing  had  been  done,  except  that 
the  company  had  written  a  lying  letter 
bam  booing  the  successor  of  the  right 
hon.     Gentleman.      The  Treasury   and 
ParUament     had     been     diddled     and 
humbugged     What  was  Parliament  to 
do  to  compel  these  companies  to  keep 
faith  1    Was  it  to  tolerate  this  kind  of 
thing  %    The  net  result  was,  that  in  spite 
of  the  pledges  and  the  written  assurances 
given  to  the  House,  they  were  now  told 
that  the  company  had  got  the  House 
to    give  them  all  these    amalgamation 
schemes,  and  that  they  had  got  out  of 
the  payment  of  £93,000,  but  that  they 
now  hoped  that  the  House  would  forgive 
and  forget.     He  had  no  desire  to  prevent 
the  making  of  the  Une  to  Cashel,  but  he 
would  Uke  to  know  what  ParUament 
could  do  to  compel  this  company  to  cany 
out  its  undertakings,  and  to  keep  public 
faith.     He  was  quite  content  to  with- 
draw his  motion  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  could   give   him   some    assurance 
that  this  matter  would  not   be  aUowed 
to  proceed    The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  the  protection  of  minorities,  and  it 
was  for  him  to  see  not  only  that  the  rules 
of  ParUament  were  carried  out,  but  also 
that  parliamentary   bargains   made  in 
good  faith  should  be  kept  bv  those  who 
made  them  for  their  own  benefit.    He 
regretted  to  learn  of  the  death  of  Mr.Pc^r 
who  had  represented  the  Great  Southern 
and  Western  Railway  Company  in  these 
transactions.      That  great   lawyer  wid 
in  the  committee-room,    "This  project 
of  giving  Ireland  a  new  through  route 
has  for  me  an  extraordinary  attraction. 
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He  never  left  the  Committee  room  while  I 
the  question  was  under  consideration, ; 
and  it  was  certain  he  would  be  the  first 
man  to  condemn   this  attempt  of   his 
former    cUents    to    evade   their    solemn 
undertaking.    In  conclusion,   the  hon. 
Member  said  that  he  had  no  prejudice 
in  this  matter,  and  he  approached  the ! 
consideration  of  the  question  with  an  I 
open  mind.     He  merely  stated  that  if  j 
ParUament  was  prepared  to  allow  great 
railway  companies  to  override  Acts  of 
Parliament,  the  functions  of  Parliament 
would  be  at  an  end,  and  no  Committee 
would  ever  again  be  able  to  trust  the 
word  of  a  railway  company. 

Amendment    proposed — 

**  To  leave  out  from  the  word  *  That  *  to  the 
end  of  the  Question,  and  add  the  words  '  this 
House  is  not  prepared  to  consider  any  Bill  re- 
lating to  the  Great  Southern  and  Western 
Company's  system,  until  that  company  has 
given  effect  to  the  parliamentary  undertakings 
for  which  it  is  responsible  respecting  the  con- 
struction of  the  Cork  and  Fermoy  line  under 
the  Acts  of  1898  and  1899.'"— (itfr.  T.  M. 
Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

♦Sir  U.  KAY-SHUTTLEWORTH 
(Lancashire,  CHtheroe)  said  that,  as  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  which  had 
considered  the  original  Bill,  he  trusted 
that  the  strongest  view  would  be  taken 
both  by  the  Government  and  the  House 
of  the  attempt  to  evade  their  obligations 
on  the  part  of  these  two  great  railway 
companies,  who  were  united  under  the 
concession  granted  to  them  three  years 
ago  by  a  very  strong  Committee  specially 
appointed  by  this  House,  and  that  they 
should  not  be  released  from  the  solemn 
obligations  they  had  then  entered  into. 
The  concession  which  was  then  granted 
to  them  was  a  very  large  and  a  very 
exceptional  one.  In  some  respects  it 
was  a  great  monopoly,  and  the  Com- 
mittee had  taken  great  care  in  granting 
that  concession  to  consider  all  the  obliga- 
tions which  they  were  bound  to  lay  on 
the  company  in  order  that  the  public 
interests  might  be  properly  secured. 
The  obligations  placed  upon  the  company 
were  so  numerous  that  he  would  not 
attempt  to  state  them  to  the  House,  but 
among  them  were  two.     One  was  this  : 


When  the  Bill  came  before  the  House- 
there  was  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
company  to  try  and  withdraw  that  por- 
tion of  it  which  provided  for  a  short  route 
from  Fermoy  to  Cork.  If  that  portion^ 
of  the  scheme  had  been  dropped,  as  the 
company  desired,  all  the  traflSc  would 
have  had  to  go  several  miles  round  by 
Mallow.  There  were  other  objections 
to  the  company  being  allowed  to  drop 
that  part  of  the  Bill.  One  of  the  obliga- 
tions to  which  the  company  solemnly 
pledged  themselves  was  that  they  would,- 
in  deference  to  the  unanimous  view  of  the 
Committee,  make  this  line  from  Fermoy 
to  Cork.  It  was  in  order  that  they 
might  wriggle  out  of  that  solemn  pledge^ 
given  to  the  Committee,  and  embodied 
in  two  Acts  of  Parliament — the  Act 
passed  in  1898  and  another  Act  passedi 
by  a  Committee  of  which  he  had  also 
been  chairman  in  1899 — that  the  com- 
pany had  approached  the  Treasury,  who- 
had  a  voice  in  the  matter.  Not  only  had 
Parliament  the  usual  power  owing  to- 
those  Acts  which  had  been  passed  of 
keeping  the  company  to  its  obligations — 
as  he  hoped  Parliament  would  do — but 
owing  to  a  grant  of  public  money  ad  vanced 
by  the  Treasury  being  involved,  and 
owing  to  the  Committee  having  insisted 
on  the  agreement  with  the  Treasury  being 
scheduled  to  the  Act,  the  Treasury  also- 
had  a  great  power,  by  insisting  on  pay- 
ment of  a  certain  sum  of  money  to  keep- 
the  company  to  its  obligations.  He 
hoped  the  Treasury  would  stand  abso- 
lutely firm  upon  that.  He  was  under 
the  disadvantage,  and  so  was  the  House,^ 
of  not  having  had  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  the  correspondence  alluded  to  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down.  That  some  hocus-pocus  had  been: 
attempted  was  pretty  plain,  but  he  was; 
bound  to  tell  the  House  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  considered  they  ought  to  take^ 
exceptional  precautions  with  one  of  those^ 
companies  on  account  of  what  he  would 
characterise  as  the  short-sighted,  selfish 
policy  that  had  been  pursued  for  years^ 
past  with  respect  to  the  city  of  Cork. 
That  opened  the  Committee's  eyes  to  the 
importance  of  binding  down  the  two 
companies  in  a  way  which,  perhaps, 
exceeded  the  ordinary  practice  of  Parlia- 
mentary Committees.  The  Committee- 
tied  down  the  two  companies  most 
specially  in  the  clauses  that  had  beeik 
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read.    But  when  he  spoke  of  the  treat- 
ment of  the  city  of  Cork  by  the  Great 
/Southern  and  Western  Company  which 
made  a  profound  impression  on  the  Com- 
mittee, and  led  them  to  take  the  steps 
they  did  in  the  course  of  their  inquiry, 
he  would  also  say  that  the  policy  pursued 
by  that  company  was  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee  not  only  hostile  to  the  public 
Interests,    but  hostile  to  their  own  in- 
terests, and  was  a  policy  of  what  he  would 
call  penny-wisdom  and  pound-folly.     He 
most  thoroughly  believed  that  in  this 
attempt   now  to  evade  the  obligations 
laid  by  Parliament  on  the  company  a 
similar    policy    of    penny-wisdom    and 
pound-folly  was  being  pursued.     If  this 
-connecting  link  was  not  made,  the  route 
from  Cork  to  the  west  of  England  would 
not  be  that  desired  by  the  Committee, 
who  had  only  granted  that  great  con- 
cession to  those  companies  in  the  belief 
that  there  would  be  constructed  a  railway 
giving  first-rate  through  communication 
from  London,  Wales,  and    the  west  of 
England  to  Cork,  and  to  that  important 
district   of   the   west   of    Ireland   lying 
beyond  Cork.     Before  he  sat  down  he 
would  refer  to  the  idea  mooted  by  the 
-company  that  they  would  offer  an  alter- 
native to  the  construction  of  this  railway. 
But  what  did  they  offer  ?    They  offered 
-as  an  alternative  to  carry  out  a  second 
obligation — one  of  many,  but  a  second 
obligation  which  they  equally  solemnly 
undertook,  namely,  with  the  co-operation 
-of  the  city  of  Cork,  to  connect  this  new 
•system  with  that  particular  district  for 
the  benefit  of  the  fishing  and  agricultural 
industries.     He    hoped    the    House    of 
C/ommons  and  the  Government  would 
not  for  a  moment  entertain  the  idea  that, 
because  the  company  offered  to  carry  out 
-one  of  their  obligations,  they,  therefore, 
fihould  be  let  off  carrying  out  the  other, 
The  hon.  Gentleman  had  read  a  para- 
^aph   of    the    Report    containing    the 
word      **  co-operation,  **     and     it     was 
perfectly  true  that  that  word  as  used 
there  could  not  have  been  intended  to 
mean    financial    co-operation.     If    they 
had  had  financial  assistance  in  view,  the 
'Committee   would   have  taken   care  to 
Tiave  put  that  in  the  Report.     What  Mas 
deant  was  that  the  company  should  be 
Hven  power  to  make  this  line,  and  that 
^he    Commissioners    should    co-operate 
TT  ith  them  in  the  construction  of  a  bridge 

Sir  U,  Kay-Shuitletoarth, 


across  the  river  Lee,  which  would  be 
greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  south- 
west of  Ireland,  namely,  of  all  parts  of 
the  country  beyond  Cork. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
£.)  said  there  were  several  questions 
which  had  been  mixed  up  in  the  course 
of  the  debate,  but  it  seemed  to  him  that 
the  first  question  before  the  House  was 
what  was  best  for  the  district  which  was, 
or  might  be,  served  by  those  two  lines 
of  communication.  He  thought  every- 
body would  admit,  probably  even  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who  initi- 
ated the  debate,  that  the  most  important 
thing  in  connection  with  that  route  was 
the  joining  up  of  the  west  of  Ireland  with 
the  west  of  England  by  direct  communi- 
cation. That,  broadly  speaking,  and 
putting  aside  all  other  points,  was 
the  real  question  before  the  House— 
What  was  the  best  thing  to  be  done 
from  the  point  of  view  of  Ireland  t 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  had 
just  spoken  had  told  the  House  that 
the  railway  company  was  bound  to 
make  that  through  communication  quite 
irrespective  of  all  consequences  about 
the  line  from  Cork  to  Fermoy.  He  con- 
fessed he  did  not  quite  understand  what 
the  rights  of  that  question  were.  It  was 
not  quite  so  clear  as  it  would  appear  from 
the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite,  who  ought,  as  chairman  of  the 
Committee,  to  know.  If  he  were  rightly 
informed,  the  Committee  had  made  it  a 
condition  that  that  through  line  should 
be  made  with  the  co-operation  of  the 
Cork  authorities.  That  co-operation  had 
not  been  granted. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  It  has.  It  has 
never  been  refused.  The  only  thing  they 
have  refused  is  to  allow  the  abandonment 
of  the  Cork  and  Fermoy  line. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said  he  had  there 
a  volume  of  correspondence  on  the  subject 
which  he  quite  admitted  he  had  not  had 
an  opportunity  of  reading 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford): 
No  one  else  has.  No  one  in  the  House 
has  seen  this  correspondence. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Quite  so.  He 
had  not  read  the  correspondence,  but  he 
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had  seen  one  or  two  of  the  letters,  and  it 
was  quite  evident  that,  if  the  co-operation 
of  the  Cork  authorities  had  not  been 
refused,  at  all  events  it  had  not  been 
given.  Difficulties  had  been  raised  by 
the  local  authorities  as  to  the  building 
of  the  bridge  over  the  river.  It  was  not 
plain  on  the  face  of  the  correspondence 
that  the  Cork  authorities  hadco-operated 
with  the  railway  company  in  the  manner 
which  might  have  been  anticipated. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  quite  mistaken, 
The  Cork  Harbour  Board  and  the  Cor- 
poration were  willing  that  the  company 
should  make  the  bridge,  but  they  were 
not  willing  to  allow  them  to  get  out  of 
their  obligation  to  make  the  Cork  to 
Fermoy  line. 

Mr.  a.  J .  BALFOUR  :  He  would  come 
to  the  Cork  and  Fermoy  line  directly, 
but  he  could  assure  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  who  probably  had  facilities 
which  he  had  not,  that  certainly,  so  far  as 
he  could  gather  from  a  glance  at  the  corre- 
spondence, the  railway  company  seemed 
to  have  been  writing  week  after  week  and 
month  after  month  in  connection  with 
the  bridge  over  the  Lee.  Whether  it  was 
now  settled,  and  the  authorities  of  Cork 
were  prepared  to  co-operate,  he  had  no 
notion.  So  much  for  that  branch  of  the 
question,  upon  which  he  did  not  feel  he 
had  the  information  at  his  disposal  to 
enable  him  to  give  an  opinion  to  the 
House.  But  there  was  something  in  a 
sense  more  important  than  the  com- 
mercial and  financial  interests  of  the 
South  and  West  of  Ireland  at  the  bottom 
of  the  matter.  There  was  what  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  had  told  the 
House,  which  appeared,  so  far  as  he  could 
gather,  to  be  absolutely  the  fact.  The 
Great  Southern  and  Western  of  Ireland 
had  been  given,  in  a  Bill  which  was 
bitterly  opposed,  a  privilege  which  they 
asked  on  certain  specific  conditions.  If 
there  was  any  doubt  as  to  the  conditions, 
there  was  no  doubt  that  one  of  them 
was  the  building  of  this  line  from  Cork 
to  Fermoy.  His  opinion  was  that  once 
a  railway  company  came  before  a  Com- 
mittee of  that  House  and  got  a  Bill  for 
value  received,  it  ought  to  carry  out  its 
obligations.  It  might  be  that  the  obliga- 
tion ought  not,  in  theinterests  of  Ireland, 


to  have  been  entered  into.  It  might  be 
that  the  money  to  be  spent  on  this  line 
had  much  better  be  spent  in  carrying  out 
other  railway  works  in  the  south  and 
west  of  Ireland.  Upon  that  point  he  did 
not  offer  an  opinion,  though  he  inclined 
to  the  opinion  that  the  money  prob- 
ably might  be  better  spent.  But  that 
did  not  alter  the  fact  that  a  bargain 
had  been  made  in  the  most  solemn 
manner  before  two  Committees- 
— ^the  Committee  of  that  House  and  the 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords — and 
that  it  was  in  consequence  of  that  bargain 
that  the  railway  company  obtained  from 
the  House  the  privileges  it  now  enjoyed. 
He  thought  they  must  distinguish  that 
question  from  the  question  of  expe- 
diency, and  he  did  think  the  railway 
company  were  bound  to  carry  out  the 
bargain  into  which  they  had  entered^ 
However,  the  Treasury  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  matter,  except  so  far  as 
regarded  the  calling  up  of  the  £93,000^ 
which,  as  his  right  hon.  friend  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  B^rd  of  Agriculture  had 
told  the  company,  they  would  have  to 
pay  unless  they  built  the  line.  He  con- 
fessed he  did  not  see  any  alternative  in 
the  matter.  When  that  money  waa 
called  up  it  appeared  that  the  Treasury 
would  have  done  all  they  could  be  ex- 
expected  to  do  in  connection  with  this 
question.  For  the  rest,  it  would  be  for 
the  House  to  decide  whether  the  bargain 
made  with  one  of  its  Committees  was 
not  to  be  fulfilled  by  the  railway  com- 
pany. One  word  before  he  sat  down 
in  regard  to  the  Bill  before  the  House. 
It  had  no  connection  with  the  Cork  and 
Fermoy  line  or  with  the  construction  of 
the  bridge  over  the  river  Lee,  but  it  was 
a  Bill,  the  object  of  which  was  to  improve 
the  conduct  of  traffic  between  the  south 
of  Ireland  and  England.  It  wa»  an 
omnibus  Bill,  and  in  his  judgment  the 
House  would  act  very  foolishly  if  it 
attempted  to  penalise  a  railway  company 
by  refusing  to  pass  an  omnibus  Bill 
simply  because  the  company  had  in- 
curred, and  perhaps  justly  incurred,- 
suspicion  in  relation  to  certain  matters.. 
Let  the  House  refuse  in  the  future  to 
remit  to  another  Committee  what  one 
Committee  had  abeady  decided ;  let  the 
House  refuse  to  allow  a  company  to  go 
back  upon  a  parliamentary  bargain ; 
but  it  would  be  unwise  in  the  interests. 
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of  the  travelling  public,  leaving  out  of 
-consideration  the  shareholders,  to  penalise 
^his  or  any  other  company  because  they 
had  incurred  the  displeasure  of  the 
House  in  connection  with  an  entirely 
different  matter.  Therefore  he  would 
-•suggest  that  this  Bill,  having  been  duly 
before  a  Committee,  ought  to  be  read 
a  third  time  ;  but  hereafter  if  either  the 
Treasury  or  the  House  was  asked  to 
release  the  companies  from  a  bargain 
into  which  they  had  solemnly  entered 
for  value  received,  then  an  entirely 
<lifferent  set  of  considerations  came  in, 
and  probably  a  different  course  ought 
to^be  taken. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.)  said  he  was 
^sure  the  Irish  Members  had  Ustened  with 
:satisfaction  to  the  concluding  words  of 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  The 
point  was  that  in  this  matter  of  £93,000 
it  was  only  by  means  of  debates  of  this 
Wnd  that  Parliament  could  put  pressure 
on  the  company  to  discharge  its  obliga- 
tions. The  communities  in  the  south 
of  Ireland  heard  with  amazement  and 
indignation  the  statement  which  was 
recently  made  by  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury.  He  had,  week  after,  week, 
put  questions  on  this  point  to  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  and  information 
had  been  refused,  and  at  the  last  moment 
they  found  out  in  a  very  unsatisfactory 
manner  that  a  long  correspondence  had 
been  going  on  between  the  railway  com- 
pany and  the  Treasury.  It  seemed  very 
strange  that,  without  consulting  the 
public  opinion  of  the  districts  concerned, 
this  company  should  have  been  able  to 
carry  on  this  correspondence  behind 
their  backs — ^and  that  with  a  gre^t 
public  Department  Uke  the  Treasury. 
He  complained  that  this  correspondence 
had  not  been  given  to  them  in  time  to 
be  used  in  this  debate. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Austen  Chamber- 
lain, Worcestershire,  E.)  said  he  could 
not  possibly  have  the  correspondence 
printed  and  circulated  in  the  usual  way, 
because  it  was  only  on  the  previous  day 
a  question  was  asked  about  it. 

Mr.  FLYNN  said  there  appeared  to  be 
too  much  of  a  suspicion  of  backstairs 
negotiations  in  the  matter.     Something 

Mr.  A.  /.  Balfour. 


subterranean  had  evidently  been  going 
on,  and  this  was  not  creditable  to  a  great 
public  Department  Hke  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) 
said  he  desired  to  point  the  moral  of  what 
had  occurred.  This  was  a  matter  in  which 
the  great  body  of  the  Irish  Members 
were  interested,  and  no  communication, 
good,  bad,  or  indifferent,  had  been  made, 
from  any  English  source  to  any  of  the 
Irish  Members.  By  mere  chance 
rumours  reached  some  of  them,  and  a 
question  was  put.  Then  they  were  in- 
formed by  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
for  the  first  time  that  the  Treasury  had 
had  this  matter  before  them,  that  this 
railway  company  had  asked  permission 
to  evade  their  obligations,  that  the  Trea- 
sury had  referred  the  matter  to  the 
Irish  Office,  that  the  Irish  Office  had 
approved  of  the  proposal  of  the  company, 
and  that  on  this  approval  being  given  the 
Treasury  had  given  their  sanction.  Irish 
Members  had  heard  with  great  pleasure 
the  speech  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury. On  being  called  in,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  taken  an  entirely  dif- 
ferent view,  and  reversed  the  decision  of 
the  Irish  Office  and  the  Treasury.  The 
moral  he  wanted  to  point  was  that  it  is^as 
an  inconvenient  method  of  transacting 
Irish  business  for  the  Irish  Office  and 
the  Treasury  to  attempt  to  come  to  de- 
cisions on  purely  Irish  affairs  without  in 
any  way  consulting  the  representatives 
of  Irish  public  opinion.  The  humiliating 
position  in  which  the  Treasury  and  the 
Irish  Office  now  stood  was  one  they  never 
would  have  got  into  if  they  had  taken  the 
ordinary  precaution  of  consulting  the 
representatives  of  Irish  public  opinion. 
He  was  glad  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  who  had  initiated  the  discussion 
had  stated  that  he  would  not  divide  the 
House.  If  he  divided,  he  (Mr.  Redmond), 
for  one,  should  have  voted  against  him, 
because,  although  he  entertained  strong 
views  on  the  action  of  the  company,  his 
views  were  so  strongly  in  favour  of  this 
Bill  that  he  would  not  vote  against  it. 
The  Bill  would  be  of  great  benefit  to 
guarantors  of  the  counties  of  Kerry  and 
Limerick,  and  it  proposed  to  construct 
a  line  to  Cashel,  and  therefore  he  could 
not  have  supported  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  if  he  had  pushed  his  motion 
to  a  division.     He  (Mr.  Redmond)  was 
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4>xceedingly  glad  to  hear  the  First 
Lord  announce  that  the  Treasury  would 
at  once  call  up  the  £93,000.  That  was  a 
sum  which  had  been  originally  lent  by 
the  Treasury  for  the  construction  of 
railways  in  Co.  Waterford,  and  he  had 
always  felt  that  it  should  be  spent  for  the 
benefit  of  the  county.  As  a  member  of 
the  Committee  presided  over  by  Sir  U. 
K.  Shuttleworth  he  had  agreed  to  this 
money  being  devoted  for  the  purposes 
of  the  whole  line,  but  only  with  very 
great  hesitation,  and  only  when  he  had 
evidence  of  the  enormous  good  which 
this  great  through  line  woiild  bring  to 
the  whole  of  the  south  of  Ireland.  Now 
that  this  money  was  to  be  called  in,  he 
agreed  with  the  First  Lord  that  it  might 
be  more  usefully,  or  at  any  rate  more 
fairly,  expended  in  the  future  than  it 
would  have  been  under  that  scheme. 
He  did  not  wish  to  discuss  the  matter 
further,  as  he  had  merely  risen  to  point 
the  moral  that  the  First  Lord  had  to 
throw  over  the  Treasury  and  the  Irish 
Office,  because  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other  had  taken  the  trouble  to  consult 
Irish  opinion. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY  (Cork  Co.,  W.) 
urged  that  the  construction  of  a  bridge 
to  connect  the  Cork  and  Bantry  Railway 
with  the  Great  Southern  and  Western 
Railway  would  assist  the  congested  dis- 
tricts, develop  the  fishing  industry, 
and  assist  the  transit  of  agricultural 
produce.  As  to  the  **  co-operation " 
•of  the  Cork  local  bodies,  if  they  acted 
towards  this  scheme  in  a  selfish  and 
niggardly  spirit,  he  trusted  that  that 
would  be  remembered  by  the  House  when 
the  Cork  authorities  came  for  further 
powers. 

Mr.  BARRY  (Cork  Co.,  S.),  as  a 
Member  for  the  western  portion  of  the 
county  of  Cork,  wished  to  emphasise 
the  importance  o^  through  communica- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  the  transit  of  fish, 
butter,  and  cattle.  At  the  present  time 
fish  and  butter  and  other  produce  which 
came  up  to  Cork  from  the  West  Riding 
were  placed  at  the  great  disadvantage  of 
having  to  be  unloaded  at  the  terminus 
^nd  transported  across  the  city.  He 
tad  no  intention  of  taking  isolated  action 
in  this  matter,  but  he  thought  that  these 
facilities  ought  to  be  given  to  the  com- 
pany and  this  link  line  completed* 


Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) 
said  that  as  the  chairman  of  the  Irish 
Railway  Reform  Association  he  took  a 
much  larger  and  more  comprehensive 
view  of  tins  matter  than  had  been  taken 
by  previous  speakers.  The  real  question 
at  issue  was  whether  railway  companies 
were  to  govern  the  House  of  Commons 
or  the  House  of  Commons  were  to  govern 
railway  companies.  The  Great  Southern 
and  Western  Railway,  instead  of  im- 
proving facilities,  lowering  the  rates, 
and  helping  their  customers,  had  simply 
put  on  the  screw.  They  had  come  down 
to  the  House  and  said — We  will  not 
build  this  Cork  and  Fermoy  Une,  and  not 
build  this  bridge  across  the  Lee.  Rail- 
way companies  had  now  become  legis- 
lative rather  than  commercial  bodies ; 
they  governed  the  House  of  Commons 
and  the  House  of  Lords.  There  were 
in  the  House  of  Commons  seventy-eight 
and  in  the  House  of  Lords  forty-eight 
railway  representatives.  If  the  House 
of  Commons  allowed  these  two  great 
companies  to  override  it  in  this  way 
there  was  an  end  of  railway  legislation. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  (Cork  County,  Mid) 
joined  his  colleagues  in  urging  that,  in 
the  interests  of  the  agricultural  and 
fishing  industries,  this  link  line  should  be 
constructed,  and  that  the  companies 
should  not  be  allowed  to  go  back  upon 
their  solemn  pledges  to  Parliament. 

Mr.  LUNDON  (Limerick,  E.)  said 
the  House  of  Commons  was  over-ridden 
by  railway  directors  and  railway  mana- 
gers, and  the  Irish  Office  also  had  been 
over-ridden  in  a  similar  manner.  He 
believed  that  the  people  of  the  south  of 
Ireland  lost  their  trump  card  the  day 
they  assented  to  the  amalgamation. 
That  was  the  time  when  the  Cork  and 
Limerick  and  Cashel  should  have  stood 
out  against  the  amalgamation  and 
insisted  on  their  rights.  Instead  of  that 
they  consigned  their  interests  to  this 
merciful  House  of  Commons,  which  was 
largely  composed  of  railway  men.  There 
seemed  at  the  present  time  to  be  no 
remedy  for  these  matters,  because  the 
House  was  in  the  hands  of  the  railway 
interest. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that,  after 
the  statement  made  by  th^Kr^^^Lord 
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of  the  Treasury,  he  would  ask  leave  to 
withdraw  his  Amendment,  but  at  the 
same  time  he  must  express  some  surprise 
that  no  one  on  behalf  of  the  company 
had  thought  it  worth  while  out  of  the 
respect  due  to  the  House  to  explain 
the  position  of  the  companies,  but  that 
they  had  allowed  this  debate  to  pass 
against  them  practically  in  silence. 
The  present  position  of  the  Great  Western 
and  the  Great  Southern  and  Western 
was  that  they  had  been  convicted  in  the 
face  of  Parliament  of  a  shameless  breach 
of  faith. 

Mr.  DAVID  MIVER  (Liverpool, 
Kirkdale)  said  that,  as  a  director  not 
only  of  the  Great  Western  Eailway  but 
also  of  the  Fishguard  and  Rosslare 
Railway  which  was  practically  in  partner- 
ship with  the  Great  Southern  and 
Western,  he  was  in  a  position  to  say  that 
they  had  never  for  one  moment  denied 
or  sought  to  deny  the  ParUamentary 
obligation  that  was  cast  upon  them  to 
make  this  Cork  to  Fermoy  Une.  What 
they  did  say  was  that  it  was  not  in  the 
interests  of  the  district  that  that  par- 
ticular line  should  be  made. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  What  is  your 
title  to  say  that  now  1 

Mr.  DAVID  MIVER :  What  possible 
object  can  the  Great  Western  have 
except  to  do  that  which  is  best  for  the 
south  of  Ireland  % 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  In  whose  opinion  ? 

Mr.  DAVID  M'lVER  repeated  that  in 
doing  what  was  in  the  interests  of  the 
public  they  were  doing  that  which  was 
best  for  their  own  interests  as  a  great 
railway  company.  What  they  wanted 
to  do  was  this.  He  was  speaking  both 
for  the  Great  Western  and  for  the  Fish- 
guard Railway.  They  wanted  to  make 
a  thorough  good  route  to  the  south  of 
Ireland.  They  wanted  to  benefit  Ireland. 
In  so  doing  they  would  benefit  themselves. 
They  had  no  possible  object  in  desiring 
to  avoid  making  any  railway  which 
could  possibly  pay  its  expenses.  With 
regard  to  this  particular  Une  he  admitted 
that  they  did  not  think  it  was  in  the 
interests  of  the  company  that  it  should 
be  made,  but  the  obUgation  was  upon 
them,  and,  if  it  was  insisted  upon,  the 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy. 


line  would  be  made.  What  was  the 
position  of  the  railway  company  as  a 
commercial  undertaking  ?  If  this  rail- 
way was  made,  a  railway  that  could  not 
pay,  and  one  that  was  not  necessary 
to  the  scheme,  in  some  way  or  other  ite 
expenses  would  have  to  be  met  It 
must  be  more  or  less  a  burden  upon  the 
trade  of  the  district.  It  was  not  in 
the  interests  of  the  south  of  IrelaDd 
that  the  Une  should  be  made.  If  they 
thought  differently,  the  Fishguard  Rail- 
way Company  in  no  way  wished  to  avoid 
doing  what  they  had  pledged  themselves 
to  do.  They  had  never  for  one  moment 
desired  to  evade  their  obUgations.  He 
did  not  think  it  worth  his  while  to  reply 
in  any  way  to  the  perfectly  uncalled 
for  statements  as  to  their  chairman 
Lord  Cawdor,  whom  they  loved  and 
respected,  and  who  was  well  known 
to  many  Members  of  this  House.  None 
who  knew  him  could  doubt  for  a  moment 
that  he  would  be  the  last  man  to  wish 
to  evade  any  obUgation  that  he  had 
undertaken.  But  for  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member's  concluding  remarks 
he  should  not  have  troubled  the  House 
at  aU.  He  thanked  the  House  for  kindly 
allowing  him  to  say  those  few  words. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  murphy  (Kerry,  R)  proposed 
to  move  to  recommit  the  Bill  in  order 
that  he  might  move — 

**  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Committee 
on  Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway 
(reoommitted)  Bill  [Lords]  to  insert  prorisioD^ 
that  DO  preferential  railway  rates  shall  be 
allowed  to  passengers  staying  at  any  hotels  at 
present  owned  or  in  future  to  be  acquired  by  tb» 
Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway  Com- 
pany, and  also  to  prevent  in  future  unequ&l 
charges  for  the  carriage  and  delivery  of  good» 
being  fixed  by  the  said  railway  company." 

*Mr.  speaker  intimated  that  if  the 
Bill  were  recommitted,  he  would  have 
CO  rule  the  Instruction  out  of  order. 
The  charges  to  be  made  by  the  company 
to  customers  traveUing  on  their  line^ 
and  using  their  hotels  was  a  general 
matter  of  railway  law  ;  so  was  the  ques- 
tion of  unequal  charges ;  neither  ques- 
tion could  be  discussed  on  this  BilL 

IVlR.  T.  M.  HEALY  pointed  out  that 
the    Bill    authorised    the    company  ta 
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raise  additional  capital,  to  be  applied 
to  the  hotels  already  in  existence ;  and 
he  contended  that  the  House  ought 
not  to  give  them  that  privilege  except 
upon  a  pledge  that  the  hotels  would 
be  conducted  in  a  fair  and  reasonable 
way. 


♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
for  East  Kerry  is,  I  understand,  seeking 
to  raise  the  general  question  of  the 
company  making  a  charge  to  their 
customers  which  shall  include  traveUing 
and  maintenance  at  their  hotels.  That 
is  a  general  question  of  railway  law, 
which  cannot  be  dealt  with  on  a  par- 
ticular Bill. 

Mr.  MURPHY:  Am  I  entitled  to 
move  to  omit  the  clause  deaUng  with 
hotels  1 

*Mr.  speaker  :  Yes,  but  first  of  all 
the  question  must  be  disposed  of,  **  That 
the  Bill  be  now  considered." 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  considered. 

Mr.  murphy  said  that  a  few  facts 
which  he  would  place  before  the  House 
of  Commons  would,  he  thought,  say  a 
good  deal  more  in  favour  of  the  motion 
which  he  proposed  to  move  than  any 
words  which  he  could  utter.  One  of  the 
hotel  keepers  in  Kerry  had  given  him 
the  figures  in  reference  to  this  matter. 
The  cost  of  a  first  class  return  ticket  to 
Killarney  was  45s.,  but  the  cost  with  three 
days  board  and  lodging  at  the  Great 
Southern  Hotel  was  only  55s. 


*Mr.  speaker  said  the  hon.  Member 
was  now  attempting  to  do  a  thing  which  j 
he  had  already  ruled  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  murphy  said  that  that  being 
80,  he  would  move  to  omit  Clause  34, 
which  was  the  clause  deaUng  with  the 
subject  of  hotels.  He  moved  its  omission 
^  a  protest  against  the  rates  which  the 
company  would  charge  if  it  was  allowed 
^  acquire  hotels  in  Killarney  and 
Kerry  generally. 

Amendment  proposed  to  be  made  to 
^he  Bill,  by  leaving  out  Clause  34.— (Afr. 
Murphy,) 

VOL  XCVII.      [Fourth  Series.] 


I      Question  proposed,  **  That  Clause  Si- 
stand  part  of  the  BUI.'' 

*Mr.  G0ULWN:G  (Wiltshire,  Devizes) 
said,  on  behalf  of  the  promoters  of  the 
Bill,  he  could  not  accept  the  Amend- 
ment. The  clause  was  vital,  and  if  it 
was  struck  out  the  responsibih'ty  for  the 
loss  of  the  Bill  would  rest  on  the- 
Members  from  Ireland 

Mr.  field  asked  whether  the 
House  was  to  understand  that  the  hon. 
Member  as  representing  the  railway 
company  came  to  the  House  and  in- 
sisted upon  their  accepting  every  clause 
in  the  Bill. 

*Mr.  GOULDING  said  he  did  not  sa^ 
so,  but  that  the  clause  deaUng  with  the 
hotels  was  vitall  The  Bill  had  been  be- 
fore two  Committees,  and  this  objection 
had  not  been  taken  before. 

Mr.  field  said  the  remarks  of  the 
hon.  Member  were  in  the  recollection  of 
the  House.  He  had  stated  distinctly 
that  they  must  accept  the  Bill  as  it 
stood.  That  brought  the  House  to  the 
condition  of  things  which  he  had  fore- 
told only  a  few  minutes  before.  This 
railway  company  now  came  to  the  House 
and  said  they  must  take  the  Bill  as  it 
stood  or  leave  it.  This  was  a  condition, 
of  things  which  should  not  be  allowed. 
He  knew  something  about  this  railway 
company :  they  wanted  to  best  everybody 
in  Ireland,  and  he  was  sorry  to  say  more 
often  than  not  they  did  it. 

Mr.  CONDON  (Tipperary,  E.)  said  he 
had  been  placed  in  a  most  embarrassing 
position  by  the  remarks  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite.  He  himself  was  in 
favour  of  the  passing  of  the  Bill,  but  if 
the  hon.  Gentleman  was  speaking  on 
behalf  of  the  Gre^t  Southern  and  Western 
Company  he  certainly  thought  he  should 
explain  the  clause  to  the  House,  and  give 
some  reason  why  they  would  not  accept 
the  Amendment.  That  was  the  least 
the  hon.  Gentleman  could  do,  remem- 
bering all  that  had  taken  place  in  the 
Committee.  The  Great  Southern  and 
Western  Company'^s  behaviour  was  not 
inviting;  they  simply  held  a  pistol  to 
one's  head  and  said  if  they  did  not  take 
the  whole  Bifl  they  would  have  none, 
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Hon.  Members  were  entitled  to  better 
treatment  at  the  hands  of  this  railway 
•company,  and  the  least  thing  that  its 
representatives  in  the  House  could  do 
was  to  adopt  a  conciliatory  attitude. 
Why  was  this  particular  part  of  the  Bill 
€0  desirable  1  It  would  take  a  great  deal 
to  I  make  him  adopt  any  action  which 
would  jeopardise  the  passage  of  the  Bill, 
because  the  interests  of  Cashel  were 
Titally  interested,  and  therefore  before 
proceeding  further  he  invited  some 
explanation  from  the  hon.  Gentleman. 

Sib  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar- 
mouth) disclaimed  having  a  brief  to  speak 
•upon  this  motion.  He  only  wished  to 
point  out  that  one  of  the  greatest  draw- 
backs in  Ireland  up  to  a  recent  period 
was  the  absence  of  good  hotel  accommo- 
•dation.  Such  a  thing  was  against  the 
best  interests  of  Ireland,  and  a  company 
was  formed  to  deal  particularly  with 
Kerry,  and  estabhsh  certain  hotels.  They 
built  some  magnificent  hotels,  but  in 
consequence  of  their  not  being  able  to 
manage  them  the  railway  company 
proposed  to  take  them  over.  He  thought 
it  would  be  disastrous  to  the  development 
of  the  tourist  traffic  of  Kerry  if  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western  Railway  were 
not  to  be  allowed  to  run  hotels,  and  he 
therefore  hoped  that  every  hon.  Member 
who  wished  to  see  justice  done  to  such 
«,  beautiful  county  as  Kerry  would  sup- 
port the  clause, 

^  Mr.  T.  O'DONNELL  (Kerry,  W.)  said 
he  did  not  intend  to  oppose  the  Bill, 
but  this  was  the  only  occasion  on  which 
they  could  protest  against  the  anomalies 
which  they  complained  of.  He  did  not 
wish  in  any  way  to  hamper  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western  Railway  in 
establishing  convenient  and  suitable 
hotels.  The  object  of  himself  and  his 
friends  was  to  create  fair  and  open  com- 
petition between  all  hotels,  but  they  did 
not  desire  to  estabhsh  a  monopoly.  He 
would  quote  one  illustration  to  show 
that  the  Bill  proposed  to  hand  over  the 
hotel  trade  of  Killarney  exclusively  to 
the  railway  company.  A  traveller  could 
obtain  a  ticket  from  Dubhn  to  Killarney, 
with  three  days  at  the  company's  hotel 
in  KiUarney 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order  !    That 
is  a  question  which  cannot  be  discussed. 
Mr.  Condon. 


It  is  the  common  practice  for  railway 
companies  to  own  hotels. 

Mr.  field  asked  when  the  question 
could  be  raised,  if  not  on  this  occasion. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  This  question  can 
be  raised  on  a  Bill  or  motion  expressly 
directed  to  that  questipn. 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.)  said  that  nature  had  blessed  his 
county  with  many  advantages,  and  he 
desired  that  the  hotel  traffic  should 
circulate  among  others  than  railway 
directors.  That  was  his  only  object, 
and  he  would  Uke  to  obtain  from  the 
promoters  of  the  Bill  some  guarantee 
that  at  least  equal  faciUties  would  be 
given  to  the  other  hotels  as  were  given 
to  the  company's  hotels.  He  suggested 
the  postponement  of  the  Bill  until  Thurs- 
day, in  order  to  permit  of  an  arrangement 
being  arrived  at. 

Mr.  CULLINAN  (Tipperary,  S.)  said 
he,  too,  should  very  much  regret  any- 
thing happening  which  would  interfere 
with  the  passing  of  the  Bill.  Heandbs 
hon.  friends  were  very  anxious  to  have 
the  Cashel  line  built,  but  after  the  threat 
used  by  the  hon.  Member  opposite  he 
thought  it  was  time  that  steps  were  taken 
to  prevent  a  series  of  proposals,  some 
of  a  popular  character  and  others  of  an 
objectionable  character,  being  included 
in  one  measure.  The  hon.  Member 
opposite  was  not,  as  far  as  he  knew, 
a  railway  director,  but  he  was  sorry  to 
add  that  he  was  an  Irishman  who  had 
run  away  from  his  own  country  to  find  a 
seat  in  England  in  order  to  be  able  to 
support  his  brother  and  the  other  direc- 
tors of  the  Great  Southern  and  Western 
Railway. 

*Mr.  speaker  :  That  has  nothios 
to  do  with  the  Bill  before  the  House. 

Mr.  CULLINAN  said  with  referent 
to  the  clause,  the  amalgamation  m 
was  opposed  by  the  south  of  Irebnd 
on  the  ground  that  it  woidd  give  a  mono- 
poly to  the  Great  Southern  and  Western 
Railway,and  on  the  same  ground  he  would 
oppose  a  hotel  monopoly  also.  The  hon 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Yarmouth 
had  referred  to  the  benefit  which  would  be 
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<5on{erred  on  Kerry  J>y  the  tourist  traffic  ^ 
As  far  as  he  was  concerned  personally, 
he  should  be  delighted  so  see  the  beautiful 
scenery  of  Ireland  appreciated,  but  the; 
tourist  traffic  as  at  present  managed  ^ 
was  no  advantage  to  the  country.  The 
railway  and  hotel  companies  would  not 
purchase  supplies  in  the  locaUties  con- 
cerned, but  in  their  own  centres,  and  to 
talk  of  the  advantages  of  tourist  develop- 
ment in  such  circumstances  was  the 
merest  sham.  He  thought  an  explana- 
tion «vas  required  from  the  promoters. 

Mr.  murphy,  in  asking  leave  to 
withdraw  his  motion,  said  that  unless 
^  satisfactory  arrangement  were  arrived 
at  further  action  would  be  taken  on  the 
Third  Reading,  but  in  consequence  of  the 
strong  interest  taken  in  the  Bill  by  his 
hon.  friends  he  would  not  proceeed  to  a 
division. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  [Lorda]  (STANDINO 
ORDERS  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  INQUIRED 
INTO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  on©  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
<Jase  of  the  following  Bill,  originating 
in  the  Lords,  and  referted  on  the  First 
Reading  therecrf,  the  Standing  Orders 
cot  previously  inquired  into,  and  which 
■are  applicable  thereto,  have  been  com- 
plied with,  vis.  : — 

Watford  and  District  Tramways  Bill 
{Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

BLACKPOOL    IMPROVEMENT    BILL. 

BURTON-UPON-TRENT      CORPORAl  ION 
BILL. 

^LANCASHIRE  AND  YORKSHIRE  RAIL- 
WAY  (DEARNK  VALLEY  JUNCTION 
RAILWAY^)  BILL. 

METROPOLITAN    RAILWAY    BILL. 

METROPOLITAN     WATER     COMPANIES 

(AMENDMENT   OF    ACTS)    BILL. 

Lords*  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

«OLTON    CORPORATION    BILL    [Lords]. 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
-Amendments. 


DOVER    GAS    BILL    [Lorda]. 
Read  the    third    time,   and   passed, 
without  amendment. 

ALBION    STEAM    COAL    COMPANY 
BILL    [Lords]. 

STOCKPORT    CORPORATION    WATER 
BILL    [Lords]. 

As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

LOCH  LEVEN  WATER  POWER  BILL. 
Ordered,  That  in  the  caee  of  the  Loch 
Leven  Water  Power  Bill,  Standing  Orders 
84,  214,  and  239  be  suspended,  and  that 
the  Bill  be  now  taken  into  consideration 
provided  amended  prints  shall  have 
been  previously  deposited. — {Mr,  Cold- 
wdl.) 

Bill  accordingly  considered,  as  amended . 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223 
and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. — {Mr, 
CaldwtlL) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

ISDINBURGH  CORPORATION  ORDER 
CONFIRMATION  BILL. 

STIRLING    CORPORATION    ORDER 
CONFIRMATION  BILL. 

CLYDEBANK  BURGH  TRAMWAYS 
ORDER    CONFIRMATION    BILL    [Lordsl 

EDINBURGH  AND  DISTRICT  WATER 
ORDER    CONFIRMATION    BILL    [Lords]. 

Under  Section  7,  StB-sEcrioN  2,  of  the 
Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1899. 

Considered ;  to  be  read  the  third  time 
to-morrow. 

TRAMWAYS    ORDERS    CONFIRMATION 
(No.  1)  BILL  [Lords]. 

TRAMWAYS    ORDERS    CONFIRMATION 
(No.  3)   BILL  [Lords]. 

TRAMWAYS    ORDERS    CONFIRMATION 
(No.  4)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

KILMARNOCK    CORPORATION    ORDER 
CONFIRMATION. 

Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order 
under  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure 
(Scotland)  Act,  1899,  relating  to  Kil- 
marnock Corporation  (to  be  proceeded 
with  under  Section  7  of  the  Act),  ordered 

3C2 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


1S19 


RetumSy 


{COMMONS}: 


to  be  brought  in  by  the  Lord  Advocate 
and  Mr.  Solicitor  Greneral  for  Scotland. 

KILMARNOCK    CX)RPORATION    ORDER 
CONFIRMATION  BILL. 

**  To  confirm  a  Provisional  Order 
under  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure 
(Scotland)  Act,  1899,  relating  to  Kil- 
marnock Corporation,*'  presented  accord- 
ingly ;  and,  under  62  and  63  Vic,  c.  47, 
8.  7  (2),  ordered  to  be  considered  upon 
Thursday. 

RIPON  CORPORATION  BILL  [Lords]. 
SALFORD    CORPORATION  BILL  [Lord*].. 

Reported,  with  Amendments  ;  Reports 
to  He  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

BRIDEWELL  HOSPITAL  BILL  [Lordi^. 

Reported,  without  Amendment ;: 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to>  be 
printed. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

BETHLEM  HOSPITAL  BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported,  with  an  Amendment ;: 
Report  to  he  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

DOVER  CORPORATION  BILL  [Lords]. 
Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to : — Local 
Grovemment  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  4)  Bill,  Dundee  Corporation  Order 
Confirmation  Bill,  Invergarry  and  Fort 
Augustus  Railway  Order  Confirmation 
Bill,  Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  Wexford 
Railway  (New  Ross  and  Waterford 
Extension)  Bill,  without  Amendment. 

That  they  have  agreed  to : — Wells 
Corporation  Water  Bill,  Staly bridge, 
Hyde,  Mossley,  and  Dukinfield  Tram- 
ways and  Electricity  Board  Bill,  with 
Amendments. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
"  An  Act  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order 
under  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure 
(Scotland)  Act,  1899,  relating  to  Kirk- 
caldy and  Dysart  Water.**  [Kirkcaldy 
and  Dysart  Water  Order  Confirmation 
Bill  [Lords.] 
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AGRICULTURAL  RATES  ACT  (1896),  ETC^ 
CONTINUANCE  BHIi. 

Petition  from  Kilmarnock,,  against  • 
to  lie  upon  the  Table^ 

ALKALI,.  ETC.,  WORKS  BE«Ul.ATION 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Manchester^  in  iaxour  ; 
to  he  upon  the  Table. 

BUBOH,.  POLICE,  AND  PUBLIC  BSALTH 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Renfrew,,  against  ;  to  lie 
upon  tihe  Table. 

CHURCH   mSCIPLINR 
PettiDions  for  alteration  of    law,    from 
Tipton,,  and  West  Ham  ;  to  lie  upon  the 
TaJjlk. 

BDUCATION  (No.  2)   BILL. 

Petition  from  Oxford,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

FMTCORY    AND   WORKSHOP  ACTS 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Petition  from  Renfrew,,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

PREVENTION   OF  CORRUPTION  (No.   2> 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Birminghamr  iii  fa  you  ; 
to  he  upon  the  Table.. 

SALE   OF   INTOXICATING  LIQirORS   TO 
CHILDREN  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Edmonton  ; 
Shere  ;  Bromley-by-Bow  ;  Hnddersfield  : 
East  Dulwich  ;  Wigton  ;  Alf reton  ;  and 
Malvern  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Tabic 

SOVEREIGN'S    OATH  ON:     ACCESSION 
BILL. 

Petition  from  South  Molton,  against  z 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

VACCINATIOK    PROSECWTBONS      BILL. 

Petitions  from  St.  Giles,.  Camberwell,. 
in  favour  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,.  ETC. 

JUDICIAL  STATISTICS  (^ENGLAND  ANI> 
WALES). 

Copy  presented,,  of  Judldal  Statistics 
for  England  and  Walies,.  11899,,  Part  IL 
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(Civil  Judioid  Statistics),  edited  by  John 
Macdonell,  esquire,  C.B.,  LL.D.,  Master 
«f  the  Supreme  Couit  fby  Command] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EDUCATION      (SCOTLAND)     (GENERAL 
EXPORTS). 

Copy  presented,  of  General  Report  by 
the  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Western  Divi- 
aon  of  Scotland  for  the  year  1900  [by 
Command] ;  to  iie  upon  the  Table. 

PENAL  SERVITUDE  ACTS   (CON- 
DITIONAL LICENCE). 

Copy  presented,  of  a  licence  to  be  at 
large  granted  to  Arthur  Sturrock  to 
which  are  annexed  conditions  other  than 
those  contained  in  Schedule  A  of  the 
Penal  Servitude  Act,  1867  [by  Act] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

PRISONS  ^IRELAND). 
Copy  presented,  of  Twenty-third  Re- 
port of  the  General  Prisons  Board  (Ire- 
land) for  1900-1901,  with  an  Appendix 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

CIVIL  SERVICES  AND  REVENUE  DE- 
PARTMENTS (SUPPLEMENTARY 
ESTIMATES,  1901-2). 

Estimate  presented,  of  the  further 
sums  required  to  be  voted  for  the  Service 
of  the  year  ending  Slst  March,  1902  [by 
Command] ;  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Supply,  and  to  printed.      [No.    277.] 

PAPER  LAID  ON  THE  TABLE  BY  THE 
CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE, 

Lunacy. — Copy  of  Return  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  the  number  of  visits  made 
and  the  number  of  patients  seen  by  the 
several  Commissioners  in  Lunacy  during 
the  six  months  ending  on  the  30th  June, 
1901  [by  Act]. 

EAST    INDIA    (PUBLIC  WORKS 
DEPARTMENT). 

Address  for  **  Copy  of  a  Despatch  from 
the  Government  of  India,  dated  the  1 7th 
day  of  January,  1901,  and  of  the  reply 
theretp  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
in  Council,  dated  the  7th  day  of  June, 
1901,  on  the  subject  of  Memorials  from 
the  Officers  of  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment appointed  from  the  Royal  Indian 
Engineering  College  in  the  years  1873- 
1378." — {SvrSeymodjur  King,) 


STEAM    ENGINES    AND   BOILERS 
(PERSONS  IN  CHARGE)  BILL. 

Reported,  without  Amendment,  from 
the  Select  Committee,  with  Minutes  of 
Evidence. 

Special  Report  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, brought  up,  and  read. 

Report  and  Special  Report  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  278.] 

LONDON  UNDERGROUND  RAILWAYS. 

Report,  with  Minutes  of  Evidence, 
from  the  Joint  Committee,  brought  up, 
and  read. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.    [No.  279.] 


QUESTIONS. 


SOUTH    AFRICA—SUFFERINGS  OF 
LOYAL    REFUGEES. 

Mr.  hartley  (Islington,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  the  Committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  Boer  refugee  camps 
will  be  authorised  also  to  inquire  into 
the  conditions  of  the  loyal  refugees  and 
to  report  on  the  sufferings  and  privationa 
and  condition  of  their  wives  and  children 
who,  on  account  of  their  loyalty,  were 
driven  from  their  homes  and  compelled 
to  live  in  camps  and  elsewhere  during 
the  war. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
war  (Mr.  Brodriok,  Surrey,  Guild- 
ford) :  It  is  not  proposed  to  hold  such 
an  inquiry,  but  no  doubt  in  reporting 
on  the  refugee  camps  the  Committee 
will  have  in  their  mind  the  discomforts 
and  privations  to  which  British  refugees 
have  unfortunately  and,  I  fear,  un- 
avoidably been  exposed,  in  spite  of 
the  special  efforts  made  for  their  relief 
and  the  generous  help  provided  by  the 
Mansion  House  Fund. 

Mr.  BARTLEY:  h  the  inquiry  not 
to  be  extended  to  the  condition  of  our 
own  loyal  subjects  who  have  suffered 
similar  hardships  and  privations  1  Is 
there  to  be  no  special  inquiry  into  their 
case  1 

Mr.  BEODRICK:  The  question  of 
the  hon.  Member  is  a  very  (Jiff^ 
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Our  loyal  subjects  are  not  in  refugee 
camps ;  they  are  in  Cape  Colony,  where 
they  have  resided  for  some  time.  The 
Boer  women  and  children  are  in  refugee 
camps,  where  they  have  been  brought 
together  in  a  short  time,  and  what  we 
desire  to  know  is  whether  the  conditions 
under  which  they  are  being  detained 
are  sanitary. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  :  But  is  the  case  of  our 
own  loyal  subjects  who  have  been 
subjected  to  as  great  privations  not  to 
be  inquired  into  simply  because  they 
are  loyalists  ? 

Mr.  BRODEICK:  This  is  not  a 
question  of  loyalists,  as  to  whose  con- 
dition no  question  has  arisen,  but  an 
inquiry  into  the  condition  of  the  refugee 
camps. 

Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar- 
mouth) :  Is  there  any  precedent  for 
sending  out  women  to  make  such  an 
inquiry  1 

*Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  !    That 
does  not  arise  out  of  the  question. 

PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  BOER  RAIDS- 
FARM  BURNINGS. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  the  military  authorities  in 
South  Africa  have  issued  orders  for  the 
clearing  of  all  farms  situated  within  a 
certain  area  between  the  Tugela  River 
and  Sundays  River ;  and,  if  so,  does  this 
order  involve  the  burning  of  houses  and 
farm  buildings,  or  merely  the  destruction 
of  barns  and  of  farm  produce  generally. 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  Instructions  have 
been  issued  to  the  farmers  in  the  district 
of  the  Upper  Tugela  to  remove  their 
stock  in  the  event  of  marauding  parties 
of  the  enemy  crossing  the  frontier. 
There  is  no  question  of  burning  farm 
buildings  or  destruction. 

COMMISSION  ON  DYSENTERY. 
Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire, 
Ilkeston) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  the  Report  of 
the  Commission  or  Committee  appointed, 
last  August,  to  inquire  into  the  nature, 


causation,  pathology,  and  modes  of 
prevention  (more  particularly  as- affecting 
armies  in  the  field)  of  dysentery,  and 
its  connection,  if  any,  with  enteric 
fever,  has  been  received,  and  whether 
it  will  be  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House  before  the  discussion  of  the  Army 
Medical  Vote. 

Mr.  BRODRICK :  No  Report  has  as. 
yet  been  received  from  the  Dysentery 
Commission. 

SEAFORTH  HIGHLANDERS. 
Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  if  he  will  have  some  inquiry  mad« 
by  General  Sir  Archibald  Hunter  in 
regard  to  the  death  of  Private  Macaulay^ 
who  died  shortly  after  his  arrival  home 
at  Brager  Lewis,  his  death  being 
attributable  to  the  exposure  to  which 
he  and  other  members  of  the  3rd  Seafortk 
Highlanders  were  subjected  on  the  pas- 
sage to  Stornoway  in  McBrayne's  steamer 
from  Kyle  of  Lochalsh. 

Lord  STANLEY  :  The  proper  course 
in  cases  of  this  kind  is  for  inquiries  to  be 
addressed  through  the  commanding 
officer  to  the  general  officer  commanding 
the  Scottish  District.  I  must  ask  the 
hon.  Member  to  take  this  course. 


MILITARY  MAN(EUVRES. 
Mr.  batty  LANGLEY  (Sheffiekt 
Attercliffe) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  if  he  can  now  state  whether 
any  steps  are  being  taken  for  obtaining 
facilities  for  the  carrying  on  of  autumn 
manoeuvres,  more  especially  for  the 
training  of  officers. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  No  further  steps 
are  being  taken  at  present.  It  is  notr 
indeed,  proposed  to  take  any,  having 
regard  to  the  large  number  of  troops 
now  in  South  Africa. 

DERBYSHIRE  REGIMENT. 
Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  he 
is  aware  that  some  of  the  men  of  the 
Derbyshire  Regiment,  which  distin- 
guished itself  at  Vlakfontein,  have  been 

in  South  4l|ebf^t)i^te*°^  ^'^ 


1325 


Questions. 


{23  July  1901} 


132S 


previously  served  in  the  Tireh  Campaign 
in  1897-8 ;  and  whether,  taking  into 
account  their  prolonged  period  of  service 
in  the  field,  he  will  consider  whether 
these  men  can  be  relieved  and  sent  home. 

Mr.  BEODRICK  :  I  am  fully  aware 
that  there  may  be  some  men  who  have 
served  so  long  in  the  field  as  the  hon. 
Member  suggests,  but  I  am  afraid  that 
it  will  not  be  possible  for  Lord  Kitchener 
to  treat  them  diflferently  to  other  soldiers 
of  Line  regiments. 

DISTRIBUTION   OF    WAR    MEDALS. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Belfast, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  he  will  state  what 
facilities  will  be  aflforded  to  members 
of  the  Hous^  of  Commons  who  desire 
to  attend  the  distribution  of  war  medals 
by  His  Majesty  the  King  at  the  Horse 
Guards  on  Friday,  the  25th  instant, 
at  11.30  a.m. 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  Members  should 
apply  to  the  general  oflScer  commanding 
the  Home  District  for  tickets  of  admission 
within  the  line  of  sentries.  There  are  no 
stands. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  is  aware  that  disappointment 
is  felt  by  the  Fife  and  Forfar  Yeomanry, 
recently  returned  from  South  Africa, 
respecting  the  arrangements  for  the 
presentation  of  medals  by  His  Majesty 
the  King  on  Friday  at  the  Horse  Guards 
Parade,  because  only  forty  officers  and 
men  are  to  be  allowed  to  attend  the 
ceremony,  and  because  only  those  who 
were  invalided  home  are  to  have  their 
expenses  to,  in,  and  from  London  re- 
funded ;  and  whether  he  will  explain 
why  it  is  that  the  men  who  have  served 
a  full  term  in  South  Africa  have  to  pay 
their  own  expenses  on  this  occasion, 
while  comrades  who  may  not  have  seen 
half  so  much  active  service  will  have 
their  outlay  refunded  ;  and  whether, 
subject  to  the  arrangements  of  His 
Majesty,  such  presentation  of  war  medals 
to  Scottish  Regiments  might  in  future 
take  place  in  Scotland. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  The  number  was 
confined  to  forty,  as  His  Majesty  was 


forced  to  limit  the  presentation  to  3,000, 
and  there  were  seventy-five  companies 
concerned.  As  regards  the  travelling 
expenses,  it  is  not  possible  to  provide 
for  the  travelling  of  discharged  soldiera 
out  of  Army  funds,  and  therefore  the. 
invalids  only  could  be  included.  The^ 
undistributed  medals  will  be  forwarded 
to  the  respective  general  officers  com- 
manding districts  for  presentation.  It 
must  be  understood  that  attendance  on* 
such  an  occasion  is  entirely  voluntary. 

Captain  SINCLAIR:  Cannot  the? 
right  hon.  Gentleman  answer  the  last 
part  of  the  question  1 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  His  Majesty  can- 
not undertake  to  attend  in  all  part* 
of  the  Kingdom,  and  consequently  such 
presentations  will  be  made  by  either  th& 
Lord  Lieutenant  or  the  general  officer 
commanding  the  district  when  they 
cannot  be  made  by  His  Majesty. 


MR.  STANHOPE'S  STATEMENT  (1891^ 
OF  THE  GENERAL  OBJECTS  OF  THE 
ARMY   ESTABLISHMENT. 

*Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  (Hampshire,  Fare- 
ham)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  the  Parliamentary  Paper 
on  the  requirements  of  the  Army,  which 
has  just  been  issued,*  foreshadows  any 

•  The  document  referred  to  is  Command 
Paper  (1901)  No.  607,  and  is  as  follows  :— 

"Paper  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  lay- 
ing DOWN  THE  Requirements  from  our. 
Army,  dated  1st  June,  1891. 

"  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  carefully^ 
considered  the  question  of  the  general  objects 
for  which  onr  Army  is  maintained.  It  has 
been  considered  in  connection  with  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  Admiralty,  and  with  know* 
ledge  of  the  assistance  which  the  Navy  isr 
capable  of  rendering  in  the  various  contin- 
gencies which  app»ear  to  be  reasonably  prob- 
able, and  they  decide  that  thei  general  oasia 
of  the  requirements  from  our  Army  may  her 
correctly  laid  down  by  stating  that  the  objecta 
of  our  military  organisation  are — 

**  (o)  The  enective  support  of  the  civil  power 
in  all  parts  of  the  Unitea  Kingdom. 

"  (6)  To  find  the  number  of  men  for  India, 
which  has  been  fixed  by  arrangement  with  th» 
Government  of  India. 

"  (c)  To  find  garrisons  for  all  our  fortresses 
and  coaling  stations  at  home  and  abroad, 
according  to  a  scale  now  laid  down,  and  tc^ 
maintain  the  sarrisons  at  all  times  at  the 
stren^h  fixed  ^r  a  peace  or  war  footing. 

"  (a)  After  providing  for  these  requirements,, 
to  be  able  to  mobilise  rapidly  for  home  defence: 
two   army  corps  of  R^«  tr^oy^^^^^ 
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modification  in  the  details  of  the  new 
Army  scheme;  and,  if  so,  in  what 
respects. 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  No,  Sir.  The 
Paper  was  laid  on  the  Table  because  it 
was  referred  to  in  debate,  and  its  publica- 
tion was  promised  in  another  place. 

*Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  :  May  I  ask  the 
light  hon.  Gentleman  whether,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  this  Paper  is  apparently 
ten  years  old,  he  will  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  publishing  a  similar  Paper  in 
which  the  objects  of  the  Army  shall  be 
brought  up  to  date  1 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  If  my  hon.  friend 
will  do  me  the  honour  to  r«ad  my  speech 
on  introducing  the  Estimates,  he  will 
find  the  fullest  information  there. 

*Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  :  I  do  not  think 
that  in  that  speech  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man dealt  with  the  question  of  the 
garrisons  of  fortvesses  at  home  and 
itbroad. 

COALING  STATIONS— MILITARY  OR 
NAVAL  CONTROL. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devonshire,  South 
Molton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  if  the  proposal  to  transfer 
the  defence  of  certain  coaling  stations 
irom  the  miKtary  to  the  naval  autho- 
rities is  to  be  persevered  in. 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  No  decision  has 
^  et  been  come  to  in  this  matter. 

J/UKE   OF  YORK'S    SCHOOL,  CHELSEA. 

Mr.    CATHCART   WASON   (Orkney 

^ud  Shetland) :    I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 

Daxtly  oomposed  of  Regulars  and  partly  of 
Militia,  and  to  orgiuiise  the  Auxiliary  forces, 
not  allotted  to  army  eorps  or  ffarrisons,  for 
the  defence  of  London  and  for  the  defensible 
positions  in  advance,  and  for  the  defence  of 
mercantile  ports. 

**  («)  Subject  to  the  foreMing  considerations, 
juid  to  their  financial  obligations,  to  aim  at 
being  able,  in  case  of  necessity,  to  send  abroad 
two  complete  army  corps,  with  cavalry  divi- 
sion and  line  of  communieation.  But  it  will 
be  distinctly  understood  tkaA>  the  probability 
of  the  employment  of  an  army  corps  in  the 
field  in  any  European  war  is  safficiently  im- 
probable to  make  it  the  primary  duty  of  the 
fuilitary  authorities  to  orgaiuse  our  forces 
efficiently  for  the  defence  of  tikis  ^sountry. 

^*l«tJnne,189L  E.  S." 


tary  of  State  for  War  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  there 
is  no  dental  surgeon  appointed  to  look 
after  the  teeth  of  the  boys,  orphans  of 
British  soldiers,  at  the  Duke  of  York's 
School,  Chelsea,  or  at  the  corresponding 
school  for  girk ;  and,  having  regard 
to  the  importance  of  a  sound  mouth  to 
the  children,  and  to  the  fact  that  many 
of  the  boys  join  the  Array,  whether  such 
appointment  will  be  made  without  further 
delay. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Lord  Stanley, 
LajQcashire,  WestHoughton)  :  Simple 
cases  are  dealt  with  by  the  medical  officer. 
Occasionally  when  special  treatment  has 
been  required  the  boys  have  been  sent  to  a 
dental  surgeon  or  to  the  dental  hogpital. 
This  would  appear  sufficient. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  :  Will  the 
noble  Lord  allow  an  independent  exami- 
nation to  be  made  of  the  boys — at  the 
expense  of  private  individuals — in  order 
to  show  the  necessity  for  a  dental  sprgeont 

Lord  STANLEY  :  No,  Sir  ;  I  cannot 
give  any  such  undertaking. 

INDIAN  ARMY  PENSION  REGULATION& 
Major  RASCH  (Essex,  Chelmsford): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  he  can  explain  why  the 
widows  and  famiUes  of  officers  of  Indian 
Army  Departments  (1,341,  1,344  Army 
List,  1  I  7  i  91),  all  of  whom  served  with 
the  British  Army,  on  promotion  to 
warrant  officers  should  not  be  treated 
as  regards  pensions  and  allowances 
similarly  to  those  of  officers  entering  the 
Staff  Corps  from  the  British  Army; 
and,  if  not,  will  he  have  paragraph  1,541 
Army  Regulations,  vol.  1,  Pay  Code, 
amended  to  include  them. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  foe 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
Ealing) :  An  Indian  Army  circular  was 
issued  by  the  Government  of  India  on  the 
1st  April,  1900,  revising  the  rates  of 
pension  for  the  widows  and  children  of 
officers  and  warrant  officers  of  Indian 
Army  Departments.  The  rates  now  in 
force  are  equivalent  to  those  enjoyed  by 
the  widows  and  children  of  corresponding 
ranks  in  the  British  Army. 
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INDIAN  TELEGRAPHIC   TARIFFS. 

Sir  EDWARD  SASSOON  (Hythe) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  he  is  able  to  hold  out  any 
•expectation  of  the  arrangement  for  the 
reduction  in  the  telegraphic  tariff  to  and 
from  India  coming  into  force  within  a 
measurable  distance  of  time,  which  the 
present  President  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture declared  fifteen  months  ago  to  be 
all  but  signed ;  also,  whether  the  various 
pooUng  arrangements  to  which  the 
Indian  Government  committed  them- 
selves are  to  continue  for  an  indefinite 
term  of  years. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  The  subjects 
to  which  my  hon.  friend's  question  refers 
are  under  the  consideration  of  the  Inter- 
Departmental  Committee  on  Cable  Com- 
munications. Pending  the  receipt  of 
their  Report  I  am  not  in  a  position  to 
make  any  announcement  on  these 
subjects. 

Sir  EDWARD  SASSOON  :  WiU  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  use  his  influence 
to  faciHtate  the  decision  of  the  matter. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  I  agree  that 
the  matter  is  urgent.  I  understand  that 
the  report  will  be  shortly  completed. 

INDIAN    FRONTIER    DISTURBANCES- 
ATTACK  ON  JANDOLA   POST. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Derby- 
shire, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  he  will  state  how 
far  the  outpost  of  Jandola  (the  scene  of 
the  attack  made  upon  a  detachment  of 
the  45th  Sikhs  on  the  10th  instant)  is  from 
Kohat  or  other  nearest  position  on  the 
administrative  frontier  of  India  ;  whether 
this  locahty  is  included  in  the  trans- 
frontier portion  of  the  proposed  new 
province ;  and  whether,  seeing  that  the 
presence  of  Sikh  troops  is  obnoxious  to 
the  Moslem  tribesmen  in  those  regions, 
the  Government  of  India  will  consider  the 
desirability  of  employing  native  troops 
of  a  different  race  as  garrisons  of  such 
<>utpo8ts. 

.  Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  The  nearest 
jJJ^portant  position  in  British  India  is 
|-^J^k,  headquarters  of  a  sub-division  of 
^era  Ismail  Khan,  which  is  about  fifteen 
*^es  from  Jandola.     The  answer  to  the 


second  question  is  in  the  affirmative. 
The  choice  of  troops  must  be  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Government  of  India 
and  the  military  authorities  on  the  spot, 
who  are  fully  acquainted  with  the  racial 
Ukes  and  disUkes  of  the  tribes  with  whom 
they  have  to  deal. 


CHINA— FOREIGN  TROOPS  AT  SHANG- 
HAI— BRITISH  INTERESTS  IN  THE 
YANGTSYE   VALLEY. 

Mr.  LAMBERT :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  the  presence  of  French,  German, 
and  Japanese  troops  at  Shanghai  is  in 
accordance  with  the  Anglo-Chinese  agree- 
ment that  the  valley  of  the  Yang-tsze 
should  be  alienated  to  no  foreign  Power  ; 
can  he  state  the  cause  of  the  presence  of 
these  troops  at  Shanghai ;  and  whether 
any  representations  have  been  made  to 
the  Governments  concerned  that  the 
British  Government  objects  to  the  pre- 
sence of  these  troops  ;  if  so,  what  rephes 
have  been  returned ;  if  no  representa- 
tions have  been  made,  will  the  Govern- 
ment make  them. 

♦The  under  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Vis- 
count Cranborne,  Rochester) :  The 
tem|K)rary  presence  of  foreign  troops  at 
Shanghai  in  connection  with  the  recent 
disturbances  does  not  constitute  any 
aUenation  of  Chinese  territory,  or  any 
infringement  of  the  assurances  given  to 
this  country  by  China  in  regard  to  the 
Yang-tsye  region. 

FOKIEN  DISTURBANCES. 
Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  Govern- 
ment have  received  any  information  as 
to  secret  society  disturbances  in  the 
Hsing-hwa  district  of  Fokien. 

♦Viscount  CRANBORNE  :  No,  Sir. 

COMMITTEE  ON  MERCHANT  SEAMEN. 
Mr.  JOYCE  (Limerick) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  he  is  now  in  a  position  to  state 
when  he  will  appoint  the  Committee  to 
inquire  into  questions  affecting  merchant 
seamen, ^whether  in  appointing  the  Com- 
mittee he  will  make  provision  for  direct 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


1331 


Questions, 


{COMMONS} 


QuesHons. 


13S2 


representation  of  seamen  as  well  as  ship- 
owners, whether  he  can  state  the  number 
he  intends  to  appoint,  and  whether  the 
Committee  will  be  appointed  before  the 
House  rises  at  the  end  of  the  session. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central) :  I  am  not  yet  prepared  to  make 
any  further  announcement  with  regard 
to  the  appointment  of  the  Committee  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  refers,  beyond 
stating  that  I  shall  certainly  endeavour 
to  secure  the  adequate  representation 
of  seamen  as  well  as  shipowners  upon  it. 

Mr.  JOYCE :  Will  the  Committee  be 
appointed  before  the  end  of  the  session, 
so  that  the  House  may  know  of  whom 
it  consists  % 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

REMOVAL  OF  BRITISH    FACTORIES  TO 
AMERICA. 

Mr.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  he  is  aware  that  several 
manufacturing  firms  whose  manufac- 
tures found  a  market  mainly  in  America 
have  emigrated  to  the  United  States  to 
start  their  business  in  that  country  ;  and 
whether  he  will  cause  inquiries  to  be 
made  upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  I  have 
no  official  information  to  the  eflfect  stated 
in  the  question,  but  it  is  not  unusual  for 
factories  or  branches  to  be  established 
abroad  by  British  enterprise,  and  I  see 
no  reason  for  a  special  inquiry  into  the 
matter. 

MAIDEN  ROCKS. 
Mr.  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  he 
has  seen  the  report  of  the  Belfast  Harbour 
Commissioners'  meeting  on  16th  instant, 
giving  the  statement  of  the  chairman, 
Sir  James  Musgrave,  that  he,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Irish  Lights  Board,  had 
brought  outside  opinions  before  that 
board  urging  that  a  lightship  should  be 
placed  at  the  Maiden  Rocks ;  whether, 
as  this  would  entail  delay  and  cost  in 
construction  and  up-keep  above  the 
already  arranged  and  promised  improve- 
ments, he  will  direct  the  improvements 


now  decided  upon  to  be  carried  out 
without  further  loss  of  time,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that,  owing  to  the  speed  and 
size  of  steamers  passing  these  rocks,  a 
loss  may  happen  at  any  time  during  a 
fog. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  Yes,  Sir; 
I  have  seen  a  report  of  the  meeting  of  the 
Belfast  Harbour  Commissioners  referred 
to  in  the  hon.  Member's  question.  The 
Board  of  Trade  have  given  their  sanction 
to  the  improvement  of  the  Maiden 
Lights,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
work  will  be  proceeded  with  without 
any  unnecessary  delay. 

LIGHTHOUSE   LIGHTS— MR.  WIGHAITS 
APPARATUS. 

Mr.  M'CANN  (Dublin,  St.  Stephen* 
Green) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  th* 
Board  of  Trade  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  Mr.  Wigham's  new 
Ughthouse  light  exhibited  continuously 
on  the  top  of  a  high  building  in  Sackville 
Street,  DubUn,  from  the  time  of  the  visit 
of  her  late  Majesty  in  April  of  last  year 
till  the  beginning  of  the  present  summer ; 
whether  he  has  received  any  reports 
respecting  it ;  and  whether  any  steps 
are  being  taken  to  secure  the  lights  for 
the  public  service. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  Yf  s,  Sir, 
my  attention  has  been  called  by  Mr. 
Wigham  to  his  new  lighthouse  light, 
and  I  have  suggested  to  him  that  he 
should  communicate  with  the  general 
lighthouse  authorities  directly  if  he 
wishes  to  introduce  his  apparatus  to 
their  notice,  as  it  is  not  within  the  pro- 
vince  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  recomnaend 
inventions  to  the  lighthouse  authorities. 
I  have  I  ot  received  any  report  on  the 
subject,  nor  has  any  application  been 
received  from  any  of  the  lighthouse 
authorities  for  Board  of  Trade  sanctioB 
to  the  adoption  of  the  light. 

STORNOWAY  MAIL  STEAMER. 
Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  as  repa-esenting 
the  Postmaster  General,  seeing  that 
M*Brayne*s  thirty-nine-year-old  mail 
steamer  "  Clydesdale,"  which  con?eys 
His  Majesty's  mails  to  and  from  Storno- 
way,  is  continually  late  in  her  arrival 
at  Stomoway,  and  that  she  was  more 
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than  half  an  hour  late  on  no  less  than 
twenty-nine  occasions  out  of  the  sixty- 
three  passages  which  she  made  from 
Malliig  and  Kyle  of  Lochalsh  to  Stomo- 
way  between  the  Ist  April  and  22nd  June, 
will  he  explain  why  the  penalty  clauses 
have  not  been  enforced. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Austen  Chamber- 
lain, Worcestershire,  E.) :  The  Pofet- 
master  General  does  not  consider  that 
the  penalty  clauses  in  the  Stornoway 
mail  contract  apply  to  the  delays  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  refers,  which 
were  satisfactorily  explained  by  the 
contractor. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  he  will  state 
how  many  men  are  engaged  in  working 
M'Brayne's  ,  thirty-nine-year-old  mail 
steamer  **  Clydesdale,'*  which  conveys 
His  Majesty's  mails  between  Mallaig, 
Kyle  of  Lochalsh,  and  Stornoway ; 
and  the  number  of  hours  out  of  the 
twenty-four  each  man  has  for  rest. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  The 
Board  of  Trade  are  not  in  a  position  to 
interfere  with  the  internal  arrangement 
<r  methods  of  working  the  steamer  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  refers,  but, 
through  the  courtesy  of  the  owner,  and 
by  the  inquiries  of  my  local  officers,  I 
have  been  furnished  with  information 
which  satisfies  me  that  the  *'  Clydesdale  " 
(which  holds  a  Board  of  Trade  passenger 
certificate)  is  not  only  adequately  but 
liberally  manned. 

TELEGRAPH  CLERKS'  GRIEVANCES. 

Mr.  GODDARD  (Ipswich):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  a  petition,  submitted  in  June,  1900, 
from  the  Postal  Telegraph  Clerks'  Associa- 
tion, alleging  that  telegraphists  with 
five  years  service  are  underpaid ;  and 
whether  an  answer  can  now  be  given  to 
the  petition. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  Yes, 
Sir,  The  attention  of  the  Postmaster 
General  was  called  to  the  petition  referred 
to,  and  he  subsequently  consented  to 
receive  a  deputation   from  the   memo- 
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rialists  in  order  that  they  might  make 
further  representations,  and  be  furnished 
with  his  reply  upon  certain  questions, 
raised  in  their  memorial.     The  question 
respecting  memorialists  with  five   years 
service,  ^vhich  had  already  been  settled, 
in  accordance  with  the  recommendations, 
of  Lord  Tweedmouth's  Committee,  was 
not    regarded    as    open    to    discussion ;, 
indeed,  the  Postmaster  General  informed . 
the  deputation  to  that  eflfect. 

FEMALE   TELEPHONE    EMPLOYEES   AT 
'  LIVERPOOL. 

I  Mr.    SCHWANN    (Manchester,    N.):. 

I I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,, 
as  representing  the  Postmaster  General,, 
whether  the  Treasury  and  the  Post  Office 
have  at   length   decided   upon   putting- 
the  female  employees,   who  were  com- 
pulsorily  taken  over  by  the  Post  Office: 
from  the  National  Telephone  Company  in> 
Liverpool  and  elsewhere,  on   the    estab- 
lishment of  the  Post  Office,  seeing  that 
they  have  been  prejudiced  as  regards 
wages     by    the     compulsory    transfer, 
and  that  this  matter  has  been  awaiting 
settlement  for  about  five  years. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  Yes. 
The  Postmaster  General,  with  the  con- 
currence  of   the    Lords    Commissioners 
of  the  Treasury,  has  sanctioned  a  scheme 
for  placing  on  the  estabUshment  of  the 
Post  Office  efficient  telephone  operators 
employed  by  the  Department ;  and  steps  ■ 
are  being  t-aken  to  carry  out  the  scheme 
at  an  early  date  in  the  Liverpool  post  office 
and  elsewhere.      There  is,  however,  no- 
foundation  for  the  statement  that  any 
female  operators  were  taken  over   com- 
pulsorily  from   the   National  Telephone  = 
Company. 

SUBPOST    OFFICES     WORKING 
BALANCES. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  (Westmeath,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury^ 
as  representing  the  Postmaster  General,, 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called* 
to  the  fact  that  £10  is  the  maximum 
credit  balance  maintained  at  sub-post, 
offices  transacting  money  order  busi- 
ness in  Ireland;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  on  the  presentation  of  more  thani 
one  money  order  a  sub-postmaster  is; 
sometimes  obliged  to^dj^fey  ^payment  f^: 
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.several  days,  having  first  to  apply  to 
Dublin  for  the  necessary  funds ;    and 

.-seeing  that,  according  to  the  regidations 
printed    on    the   back    thereof,     those 

♦orders  are  payable  on  the  day  following 

tthe  date  of  issue,  whether  the  Postmaster 
General    will    protect   the   public   from 

(default,  either  by  increasing  the  maxi- 
mum credit  allowed  to  sub-postmasters, 

•  or  by  forwarding  to  the  latter  with  the 
advice  note  the  necessary  cash  to  cover 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  It 
lis  only  at  the  smallest  post  offices  tran- 
.sacting  money  order  business  that  the 
icash  reserve  is  as  low  as  £10 ;  but  it^is 
possible  that  when  several  money  orders 
for  large  amounts  are  presented  for  pay- 
ment in  one  day,  there  may  sometimes 
not  be  sufficient  funds  in  hand  to  cash 
them  in  full.  The  Postmaster  General 
believes  such  cases  to  be  very  rare,  and 
lack  of  funds  should  never  in  ordinary 
•circumstances  lead  to  a  delay  of  several 
♦days  in  payment.  There  is  no  rule 
under  which  the  Post  Office  undertakes 
to  pay  money  orders  on  the  day  follow- 
ing the  date  of  issue.  Arrangements 
-are  already  made  for  supplying  sufficient 
•cash  to  offices  on  which  an  exceptional 
number  of  money  orders  have  been 
drawn.  Is  the  hon.  Member  referring 
to  foreign  money  orders  ? 

Mr.  KENNEDY  :  No  ;  I  am  referring 
to  my  own  experience  of  the  past  fort- 
night. Why  cannot  the  money  be  sent 
along  with  the  advice  1 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  If 
the  hon.  Member  will  give  me  specific 
instances  I  will  inquire. 

NEW  GOVERNMENT  BUILDINGS. 
Mr.  WHITMORE  (Chelsea) :  I  beg  to 
:ask  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
whether  any  definite  decision  has  now 
been  come  to  with  regard  to  the  carrying 
•out  of  the  designs  of  the  late  Mr.  Brydon 
for  the  new  Government  offices  in  Par- 
liament Street. 

The    first    COMMISSIONER    of 

WORKS  (Mr.   Akers  Douglas,  Kent, 

St.  Augustine's) :    It  has  been  definitely 

^decided     that    Mr.    Brydon's    building, 

a\1  the  plans  for  which  are  in  my  pos- 


session, shall  be  carried  out  by  the  officers 
of  my  Department ;  and  the  contracts 
will  be  entered  into  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  principal  architect  and  of 
Sir  John  Taylor. 

♦Lord  BALCARRES  (Lancashire, 
Chorley) :  I  beg  to  ask  my  right  hon. 
friend  what  will  be  done  with  the 
balance  of  the  £26,000  allotted  for  the 
architect's  fees  1 

Mr.  akers  DOUGLAS:  I  hope 
thereby  to  effect  a  considerable  saving. 

TELEPHONE   FACILITIES   AT    THE 
HOUSE. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAYZER  (Barrow- 
in-Fumess) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Com- 
missioner of  Works  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  inconvenience 
caused  to  Members  by  the  inadequacy 
of  the  telephone  facilities  and  the  location 
of  the  telephone  room ;  and  whether, 
during  the  forthcoming  recess,  he  will 
arrange  to  have  a  telephone  room  in 
closer  proximity  to  the  House,  and,  if 
possible,  on  the  level  of  the  floor  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  akers  DOUGLAS :  I  do  not 
remember  that  this  matter  has  been 
brought  to  my  notice,  nor  was  it  repre- 
sent^ to  the  recent  Committee  on  the 
Accommodation  of  the  House.  I  will 
consider  whether  anything  can  be  done  ; 
but  having  regard  to  the  pressure  on 
the  space  within  the  near  precincts  of 
the  House,  I  regret  that  I  see  little  hope 
of  it. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAYZER:  But  are 
there  not  rooms  in  close  proximity  to 
the  House  which  couU  be  utilised  as 
telephone  rooms  1 

Mr.  akers  DOUGLAS:  I  should 
be  glad  if  my  hon.  friend  could  tell  me 
where  they  are.     I  do  not  know. 


GRANTS    TO    VOLUNTARY    NIGHT 
SCHOOLS. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  (Camberwell.  K) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
whether  it  is  intended  to  offer  Whitehall 
grants  to  night  schools   conducted   by 
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other  bodies  than  school  boards  without 
the  securities  of  the  Elementary  Educa- 
tion Acts  of  1870  and  of  1876,  and  of  the 
Regulations  of  the  Education  Department 
in  the  past  as  to  the  observance  of  a 
Conscience  Clause,  the  audit  of  expendi- 
tures, the  publication  of  accounts,  and 
the  operation  of  the  seventeen  and  six- 
penny limit. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the 
BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  (Sir  J.  Gorst, 
Cambridge  University) :  Grants  will  be 
paid  by  the  Board  of  Education  to  all 
evening  schools  which  fulfil  the  condi- 
tions of  the  minute  of  July  3rd. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  :  Does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  hold  that  the  seventeen- 
and-sixpenny  limit  can  be  repealed 
without  legislation  ? 

Sir  J.  GORST  r  I  must  ask  for  notice 
of  that. 

SCHOOL    SHELTER    SHEDS    IN 
SCOTLAND. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  the  attention  of  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  has  been  called 
to  a  statement  contained  on  page  5  of 
the  General  Report  of  the  Northern 
Division  (Education,  Scotland)  for  the 
year  1900,  in  which  the  inspector  points 
out  that  there  are  many  schools  in  the 
north  where  the  children's  playground 
is  not  provided  with  a  shelter  shed  ;  and 
will  he  say  what  action  it  is  proposed  to 
take  in  the  matter. 

♦The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire):  Where 
any  deficiency  such  as  the  hon.  Member 
refers  to  is  pointed  out  in  the  inspector's 
report,  the  attention  of  the  school  board 
is  called  to  the  matter,  and  due  con- 
sideration is  given  to  the  circumstances 
of  each  case. 

Mr.  weir  :  May  I  ask  whether,  in 
case  of  the  failure  of  school  boards-  to 
provide  these  shelters,  the  Scottish  Board 
of  Education  will  take  any  action  ? 

*Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY:  I  do 
not  suppose  they  could  do  more  than 
call  the  attention  of  the  boards-  to  the 
matter,  and  in  very  bad  cases  suspend 
the  grant. 


LAND  ADMINISTRATION   INT  ©ALWAY. 

Mr.    BIGNOLD    (Wick    Burghs):    I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  th& 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his. 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that 
in  1897  Judge  Ross  granted  a  lease  of 
the  demesne  of  Woodstock,  three  and  a. 
half  miles  from  Gal  way,  to  Thomas  N;. 
Redington,  farmer,  thus  described,  but 
really  a  lawyer  s  clerk  in  the  oflSce  of  his- 
father,    Mr.    John   Redington,    receiver 
over  the  estate,  whereby  the  receiver, 
John  Redington,  and  not  his  son,  really 
became  tenant  of  these  lands,  133  acresy. 
3  roods,  7  perches ;  and,  having  regardl 
to  the  landless  condition  of  the  people  ini 
the  neighbourhood  of  Galway,  will  he* 
inquire  into  the  matter,  and  can  he  take^ 
steps  with  the  view  of  having  the  leas© 
cancelled,  which  has  been  granted  to.  a. 
person  incorrectly  described. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRB-, 
LAND    (Mr.    Wyndham,    Dover).:  The 
validity  of  the  lease  in   questions  was- 
recently  challenged  in  the  proceedings 
before   Mr.    Justice   Ross.      The   judge 
then  sent  an  independent  official  to  the 
locality  to   report   on   all   the   circum- 
stances, including  the  adequacy  of  the 
rent  reserved  in  the  lease.    The  official 
reported  in  favour  of  the  bona  fides  of  the 
letting  and  that  the  land  had.  been  let 
at  its  full  value.     Accordingly  the  judge 
refused  to  set  aside  the  lease.  The  official, 
however,  reported  that  the  sum  of  £100*' 
should  be  added  to  the  price  offered. by 
the  lessee   for   timber.    This   sum   the 
lessee  refused  to  give  and  the  judge  has- 
ordered  the  lands  to  be  sold  by  public- 
sale  in  the  ordinary  way  to  the  highest- 
bidder. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
Is  it  a  fact  as  stated  in  the  question  that 
the  person  to  whom  the  lease  was  granted 
was  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  receiver^ 
,and  the  receiver's  son  % 

I 

Mr.  wyndham  :  I  have  no  informa- 
tion as  to  that. 

;    Mr.    JOHN    REDMOND':  Will    the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  inquire  % 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  do  not  know 
whether  I  should  be  justified,  in  cross- 
examining  ,the  judge  on.the  matter..  _ 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


1339 


Questions, 


{COMMONS} 


QtusUons. 


1340 


Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND:  I  am  not 
-suggesting  that  the  judge  should  be 
•cross-examined ;  I  am  asking  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  can  get  a  definite  answer 
"to  J  a  definite  question — was  the  lease 
::granted  to  the  receiver's  own  son  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Well,  I  will  ask 
\ii  that  information  can  be  obtained,  and 
rif  there  is  any  objection  to  giving  it. 

STEAM  .TRAWLERS  IN  DINGLE  BAY. 
Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
I  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  fact  that  on  6th  July  three  steam 
trawlers  were  fishing  inside  the  line  in 
Dingle  Bay,  and  that  on  Sunday  the  7th 
instant  a  do!:en  were  six  miles  inside  the 
limit ;  whether,  considering  the  number 
of  fishermen  on  this  coast  dependent  on 
fishing,  he  will  take  some  steps  to  check 
the  damage  done  by  these  steam  trawlers. 

Mr.    WYNDHAM:  This    portion    of 

the  coast  has  been  patrolled  on  several 

•occasions  during  the  past  month  by  the 

KJruiser  **  Helga,"  but  no  trawlers  were 

detected    inside    the    prescribed    limits. 

TThe  Department  is  doing  its  utmost  to 

<».heck  the  depredations  of  these  trawlers, 

-and  the  Bill  now  before  Parliament  will 

>  considerably  strengthen  its  hands  in  this 

direction,  if  parsed  into  law. 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL:  Is 
there  any  reasonable  expectation  of  the 
Bill  being  passed  1  I  have  received 
numerous  letters  on  this  subject  from 
my  constituents. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  hope  so.  But 
two  important  Bills  before  the  House 
i  must  first  be  disposed  of. 

IRISH  SCHOOL  TEACHERS'  SALARIEa 
Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
'Commissioners    of    National    Education 
have  as  yet  taken  steps  to  determine  the 
incomes  of  those  teachers  whose  cases 
were  held  to  require  special  considera- 
tion; and  if  not,  seeing  that  some  of  these 
^teachers  are  receiving  £30  per  annum 
Iless  than  they  would  now  receive  had  the 


old  systemof  payment  continued,  whether 
the  (Commissioners  will  take  immediate 
steps  to  adjust  the  incomes  of  such 
teachers ;  and  whether,  in  the  case  of 
principal  teachers  who  obtained  second 
class  with  special  distinction  in  1898, 
and  who  secured  or  would  be  entitled  to 
promotion  to  second  division  of  first 
class  under  the  old  regulations,  the 
Commissioners  will  award  incomes  to 
such  teachers  equal  to  those  they  would 
have  had  as  first  class  teachers  under  the 
results  system. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  Commis- 
sioners are  taking  steps  to  determine  the 
incomes  of  those  teachers  whose  cases 
are  held  to  require  special  consideration 
under  Rule  63.  They  will  proceed  with 
this  work  as  rapidly  as  possible,  con- 
sidering the  number  and  complexitj 
of  the  claims  submitted. 


BUTTER  STANDARD  COMMITTEE- 
IRISH   REPRESENTATION. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  (Cork) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  lieu- 
tenant   of    Ireland    whether     he    has 
received  a  copy  of  a  resolution  adopted 
at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Cork  Butter 
Exporters'  Association,  setting  forth  that 
the  Departmental  Committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  and  report  on  the  fixing 
of  a  standard  of  water  in  butter  is  not 
fairly  representative  of  the  interests  of 
producers    or   traders ;  that    no   repre- 
sentation has  been  given  to  the  factory 
owners  of  the  south  of  Ireland  and  the 
Irish   salt    butter   industry,    while  the 
creamery    interest    is    strongly    repre- 
sented ;  and,  having  regard  to  the  repre- 
sentations which  have  been  made  from 
many  quarters  on  this  subject,  will  he 
accede  to  the  demand  of  the  Cork  Butter 
Exporters'     Association    that    addition 
should  be  made  to  this  Departmental 
Committee  of  one  or  two  men  who  have 
had  practical  experience  of  the  working 
of  the  butter  trade,  especially  of  the  salt 
butter  industry  and  the  factory  system. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  am  afraid  I  can- 
not usefully  add  to  my  reply  to  the 
similar  question  addressed  to  me  Jester- 
day  by  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Clare,  t 


t  See  page  1125. 
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Me.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  (Limerick, 
W.) :  I3  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  aware 
that  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture gave  the  appointment  of  the  Irish 
representatives  to  Mr.  Horace  Plunkett, 
who  selected 

*Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  !  The 
lion.  Member  is  proceeding  to  argue  the 
question. 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  :  WiU  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  consider  the 
advisability  of  having  a  representative 
of  the  Irish  salt  butter  industry  on  the 
Committee  ? 

Me.  WYNDHAM:  The  matter  was 
placed  in  the  hands  of  my  right  hon. 
friend  Mr.  Plunkett,  who  is  far  more 
competent  to  deal  with  it  than  I  am.  Any 
representation  I  could  make  to  him 
would  be  of  an  unoflScial  character.  I 
can  carry  the  matter  no  further  across 
the  floor  of  the  House. 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  :  Well,  I 
think  he  has  acted  in  very  bad  taste. 

CORK  ASSIZES— JURY  CHALLENGING 
Mr.  FLYNN  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attor- 
ney General  for  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  proceed- 
ings at  the  present  Cork  Assizes  on  18th 
and  19th  instant;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  at  the  trial  of  Richard  Moynihan 
charged  with  stealing  two  sums  of  10s. 
each,  forty-five  jurors  were  ordered  by 
the  Crown  Counsel  to  stand  by;  and 
that  on  the  trial  of  Denis  Crowley  and 
Daniel  Crowley,  on  a  charge  of  man- 
slaughter, fifty-two  jurors  were  ordered 
to  stand  by ;  and  will  he  state  whether 
the  action  adopted  by  the  Crown  Counsel 
in  these  cases  was  taken  with  the  know- 
ledge and  sanction  of  the  Law  Officers 
of  the  Crown  in  Ireland. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.) :  My  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  matter  referred  to,  and  I  have 
^called  for  a  report,  but  have  not  yet 
received  it,  so  that  I  am  unable  to  reply 
as  to  the  particulars.  It  is  the  duty  of 
the  Crown  Solicitor,  not  the  Crown 
Counsel,  to  set  aside  jurors.  In  the  dis- 
charge of  that  duty  he  is  guided  by  the 


directions  contained  in  the  Circular  of 
February,  1896.  No  special  directions 
were  given,  but,  of  course,  I  am  responsi- 
ble, 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man aware  that  out  of  the  ninety-seven 
jurors  ordered  to  stand  aside,  ninety-four 
were  Roman  Catholics  ? 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  I  can  add  nothing 
to  the  answer  I  have  given. 

Mr.  flavin  (Kerry,  N.) :  Can  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  say  whether  the 
packing  machine  in  Cork  is  well  oiled,  as 
usual  % 

BALLYMOTE  DISTURBANCES. 
Mr.  O'DOWD  (Sligo,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  \fi  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  a  meeting  of  the  people  of  Ballymote, 
county  Sligo,  was  attacked  and  dispersed 
by  a  force  of  poHcemen  armed  with  batons 
on  the  night  of  the  17th  inst.,  without 
previous  warning ;  that  three  respectable 
men  were  arrested  on  the  occasion  and 
sentenced  to  three  months'  imprison- 
ment each,  in  defaidt  of  finding  bail,  by 
Mr.  Crane,  who  held  a  special  court  in  the 
police  station  at  11.35  p.m.  the  same 
night ;  and  that  these  prisoners  were 
denied  the  right  to  have  witnesses  ex- 
amined :  will  he^explain  why  Mr.  Crane 
has  been  sent  to  Ballymote,  seeing  that 
there  is  another  resident  magistrate 
in  charge  of  that  district ;  and  whether 
he  is  at  liberty  to  hold  midnight  courtt; 
whenever  he  wishes  to  do  so  without 
consulting  the  other  magistrates  residing 
in  the  town. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Attempte  were 
made  to  hold  meetings  at  Ballymote  on 
the  nights  of  the  15th,  16th,  and  17th 
inst.  in  close  proximity  to  the  houses  ot 
two  men  who  have  been  held  up  to  public 
odium.  The  police  had  reason  to  believe 
that  the  object  of  the  meetings  was  to 
intimidate  these  men,  and  on  each 
occasion  the  police  warned  the  promoters 
beforehand  that  any  such  demonstration 
would  be  an  unlawful  assembly,  calcu- 
lated to  lead  to  a  breach  of  the  peace,  and 
that  if  persisted  in  the  meeting  would  be 
dispersed.  On  each  occasion  the  crowd 
was  dispersed  without  recourse  to  the  use 
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of  batons.  Two  individuals  whose  mis- 
conduct on  the  1 7th  inst.  was  conspicuous 
were  arrested  by  the  police  and  taken 
before  the  resident  magistrate,  ^ho 
required  them  to  give  sureties  for  the 
peace  and  good  behaviour  for  six  months, 
or  to  go  to  prison,  in  default,  for  three 
months.  One  entered  into  sureties  forth- 
with, and  the  other  two  days  afterwards. 
In  applications  for  binding  to  the  peace 
it  is  competent  to  the  magistrate  to  refuse 
to  receive  evidence  to  contradict  the 
affidavits  of  the  applicant,  and  it  is  also 
competent  to  the  magistrate,  at  any  time 
and  at  any  place  within  his  jurisdiction, 
upon  sworn  depositions,  to  determine 
wnether  a  person  brought  before  him 
should  be  required  to  give  sureties  for  his 
peace  and  good  behaviour.  Mr.  Crane 
has  been  sent  to  Ballymote  because  it 
was  considered  desirable  to  station  a 
resident  magistrate  there.  The  resident 
magistrate  of  the  district  who  is  sta- 
tioned at  Sligo  is  absent  on  leave. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND:  Are  we 
to  understand  that  what  occurred  was 
this.:  that  at  half-past  eleven  or  twelve 
men  alleged  to  have  taken  part  in  some 
disturbance  were  arrested  and  taken 
straight  into  the  police  barracks,  that  a 
court  was  there  and  then  held  at  night 
and  in  private,  that  the  men  were  tried 
without  any  opportunity  of  obtaining 
witnesses  for  the  defence,  that  they  were 
convicted,  and  that  one  was  sent  to  prison 
for  three  months  ] 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  am  not  learned 
in  the  law,  and  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  word  **  tried  "  is  a  proper  one. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  "  The  Star 
Chamber." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  always  under- 
stood that  the  process  of  taking  a  man 
before  a  magistrate  did  not  mean  that  he 
is  tried.  It  was  quite  competent  for  the 
magistrate  to  order  the  accused  to  find 
sureties. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  I  am  asking 
as  to  what  actually  took  place.  Were  the 
men  taken  from  the  streets  and  sen- 
tenced in  private  without  an  opportunity 
of  calling  evidence  for  their  defence  ] 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  demur  to  the  use 
of  the  word  "  sentenced. "    The  men  were 


arrested  and  immediately  taken  before  a 
magistrate. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND:  At  mid- 
night.    The  Star  Chamber  is  not  in  it 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  men  were  ar- 
rested, and,  instead  of  being  jdaced  under 
lock  and  key,  they  were  ordered  to  give 
sureties  to  be  of  good  behaviour. 

Mr.  O'DOWD:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  one  of  the  two 
men  was  a  respectable  shop  assistant  who 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  impromptu 
meeting  1 

*Mr.  speaker  :    Order,  order  ! 

Mr.  flavin  :  Is  this  Mr.  Crane  the 
gentleman  who  was  specially  selected 

*Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  !  The 
question  on  the  Paper  has  been  fulljr 
answered. 

Mr.  flavin  :  On  a  point  of  order 

*Mr.  speaker  :  There  is  no  point  of 
order.  The  question  has  been  fullr 
answered.  If  the  hon.  Member  wants 
further  information  about  Mr.  Crane  he 
must  put  the  question  down. 

Mr.  flavin  :  You  have  not  hear4 
my  point  of  order. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  question  has 
been  fully  answered. 

Mr.  FLAVIN:  With  due  respect  to 
you.  Sir,  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  has 
not  answered  it. 

COUNTY  COURTS  (IRELAND)   BILL. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  :  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  a  resolution  from  the  Belfast  Chamber 
of  Commerce  entirely  approving  of  the 
County  Courts  (Ireland)  Bill  as  intro- 
duced ;  and  whether,  as  the  Belfast 
Chamber  of  Commerce  has  passed  thi& 
resolution  against  the  omission  of  the 
clauses  relating  to  the  issue  of  decrees 
by  default  in  undefended  cases,  he  will 
give  due  weight  to  this  representation 
before  proceeding  further  with  the  Bill 
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Mr.  ATKINSON:  My  hon.  friend 
knows  the  fate  of  the  Bill,  but  of  course 
any  representation  coming  from  the 
Belfast  Chamber  of  C!ommerce  wiU  be 
duly  considered. 


DUBLIN  REVISION  COURTS. 

Mr.  MOONEY  (DubUn  County,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  resolu- 
tions have  been  unanimously  passed  by 
the  Dalkey  and  EiUiney  urban  district 
councils  and  by  the  South  Dublin 
National  Registration  Association,  asking 
that  a  revision  court  should  be  established 
in  Dalkey;  and  whether  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  will  be  advised  by  the  autho- 
rities to  provide  this  convenience  for  the 
voters  resident  in  the  locality,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  suitable  premises  can 
be  obtained,  as  Dalkey  town  hall  is  used 
as  a  polling  place  at  ParUamentary 
elections. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  The  reply  to  the 
first  paragraph  is  in  the  aflSrmative. 
The  Lord  Lieutenant  has  recently  caused 
careful  inquiry  to  be  made  as  to  the 
working  of  the  present  arrangement, 
and  finds  that  upon  the  whole  there  are 
not  sufiicient  grounds  for  the  change 
proposed. 

Mr.  FIELD  :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man* aware  that  the  District  Council  is 
composed  of  diflferent  sections  of  poK- 
ticians  who  have  unanimously  asked 
for  this.  From  whom  did  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  get  his  information  1 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  I  must  ask  for 
notice  of  that  question. 

BALLINAKILL    ELECTORAL    DIVISION. 

Ck)LONKL  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.):  I 
keg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  his  atten- 
tion has  been  drawn  to  the  resolution 
of  the  Mount  Bellew  District  Council, 
pointing  out  that  the  BaUinakill  Electoral 
Kvision  has  sixty-two  landholders 
limg  on  land  valued  at  £227,  but  that 
this  congested  area  cannot  be  scheduled 
under  the  present  law  owing  to  the 
proximity  of  grazing  farms ;  and  will 
he  take  powers  under  the  new  amending 
Congested  Act  to  schedule  this  and 
similar  districts. 

VOL.  XCVIL       fFouRTH  Series.] 


Mr.  WYNDH am  :  Assuming  the  facta 
to  be  as  stated  legislation  would  be 
necessary  of  a  more  ambitious  and, 
therefore,  of  a  more  contentious  character 
than  the  provisions  in  the  Bill  before 
Parliament.  I  cannot  undertake  to  deal 
with  the  question  of  **  scheduling  '*  by 
amending  that  Bill. 

PEERS*  PRIVILEGES. 
Mr.  butcher  (York):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  the  attention  of  His  Majestj's 
Government  has  been  called  to  the  natui  e 
of  the  privilege  by  which  on  a  charge 
of  felon V  a  peer  is  tried  before  the  House 
of  Lords,  while  on  a  charge  of  misde- 
meanour he  is  tried  before  the  ordinary 
tribunals  of  the  country ;  whether  the 
Government  have  received  any  repre- 
sentations showing  that  any  desire  exists 
amongst  any  class  in  the  community  to 
maintain  this  privilege;  and  whether^ 
in  view  of  the  expenditure  of  judicial 
time  and  pubUc  money  which  is  involved 
in  a  trial  of  a  peer  before  the  House  of 
Lords,  the  Government  will  on  an  early 
opportunity  introduce  a  Bill  to  abolish 
thiis  privilege. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  It  is  undoubtedly  the  fact  that  the 
trial  of  peers  for  felony  is  an  expensive 
and  cumbrous  process,  but  it  is  also  a 
process  of  great  historic  antiquity,  and  one 
which  takes  its  origin  from  a  principle 
on  which,  at  all  events,  it  is  commonly 
believed  the  liberties  of  Englishmen 
primarily  depend,  namely,  the  right 
of  being  tried  by  your  peers.  No  doubt, 
if  these  occurrences  were  Ukely  to  be 
frequent  in  the  future,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary for  some  steps  to  be  taken  in  order 
to  make  the  proceedings  less  cumbrous  ; 
but  as  they  only  take  place  about  once 
in  two  generations,  I  do  not  know  that 
it  is  necessary  for  the  House  to  take  any 
immediate  action  in  the  matter. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  When  a  peer  is 
tried  in  this  way,  has  he  any  right  to 
challenge  Catholics  ? 


ROYAL   CANAL,   IRELAND. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  :    I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary    to    the    Treasury 
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the  attention  of  the  Irish  Board  of 
Works  has  been  called  to  the  present 
condition  of  the  Royal  Canal,  and  whether 
they  will  cause  an  immediate  inspection 
of  the  canal  to  be  made  and  exercise 
their  statutory  powers  in  the  interests 
of  the  traders  on  the  said  canaL 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  An 
inspection  has  just  been  made,  and  the 
Board  of  Works  will  proceed  without 
delay  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Midland 
Great  Western  Railway  to  defects  which 
have  been  found  to  exist,  and  to  cause 
the  defects  in  question  to  be  remedied. 

CORK  TELEGRAPHIC  STAFF. 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  he  will  explain  why  arrears  of 
pay  from  the  date  of  the  Treasury  letter 
to  the  date  of  the  Postmaster  General's 
sanction  were  not  paid  to  officers  of  Cork 
Post  Office  promoted  on  16th  February, 
1900,  as  they  were  to  the  male  superin- 
tendent and  the  female  assistant  super- 
intendent of  telegraphs  at  Cork  and  to 
Dublin  officers  promoted  in  May,  1899  ; 
and  seeing  that  in  offices  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  of  equal  importance  to  Cork 
similar  promotions  have  not  been  dated 
seven  months  and  twelve  days  subse- 
quent to  the  Treasury  letter,  that  the 
promotions  at  Cork  were  made  in  order 
of  seniority,  avoiding  delay  in  selecting, 
and  that  the  promotions  of  the  Cork 
officers  were  delayed  through  no  fault  of 
theirs,  he  will  now  direct  that  the  pro- 
motions be  antedated  to  the  date  of  the 
Treasury  letter,  or  to  the  dates  on  which 
these  officers  undertook  the  responsi- 
bilities of  the  higher  positions. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The 
Postmaster  General  is  not  prepared  to 
depart  in  this  case  from  the  usual  prac- 
tice, in  accordance  with  which  an  officer 
receives  the  pay  of  a  higher  class  from 
the  date  on  which  he  is  promoted  to  that 
class.  It  has  already  been  explained  to 
the  hon.  Member  that  as  regards  the 
superintendent  the  revision  merely  im- 
proved his  scale  of  salary,  and  as  regards 
the  woman  supervisor  the  revision  only 
converted  the  assistant  supervisorship 
into   a   supervisorship,    and   that   these 


two  officers  were  consequently  able  to 
receive  their  improved  scale  of  pay  at 
once. 

PORTADOWN  DISTURBANCES. 
Mr.  CLANCY  (DubHn  County,  N.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  action  of  an  Orange  mob 
in  Portadown  on  Sunday  in  endeavour- 
ing to  break  through  a  force  of  police 
with  a  view  of  stoning  a  body  of  Catholic 
processionists ;  whether  his  attention 
has  also  been  directed  to  the  inflam- 
matory addresses  delivered,  some  of  them 
by  Protestant  clergymen  from  the  pulpit, 
in  Portadown  and  district  for  a  full  week 
previous  to  Sunday  last  in  reference  to 
Catholics  and  the  Catholic  religion  ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  that  action  and  of 
those  incitements  to  disorder,  he  will 
favourably  consider  the  suggestion  of 
retaining  in  Portadown  for  some  days 
a  portion  at  least  of  the  extra  force  of 
police  drafted  on  Saturday  last  into  that 
town* 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  reply  at  such  short  notice  to 
the  question,  but  on  the  point  of  the 
Government  intentions  I  may  say  that 
the  extra  force  at  Portadown  was  re- 
duced to  200  men  yesterday.  This  force 
will  be  still  further  reduced  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  constabulary  authorities, 
but  not  under  fifty  men  without  a  special 
report  to  the  Grovernment. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  Is  not  the  telegraph 
office  open  to  the  Government  1 

CORK  DISTURBANCEaj 
Mr.  FLYNN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  a  question  of  which 
I  have  given  him  private  notice,  namelr, 
whether  he  has  any  fresh  information  as 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  police  at  Cork 
last  night ;  is  he  aware  that  th^  attacked 
with  batons  a  crowd  of  people  near  the 
railway  terminus,  and  that  a  consideraU* 
number  were  seriously  injured  wd 
taken  to  hospital. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  No,  Sir.  I  ha^ 
a  telegram  that  an  arrest  was  made  last 
night,  and  that  a  full  report  is  on  its 
way.  Perhaps  the  hon.  Gentleman  wiD 
repeat  the  question  on  Thursday. 
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Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  Is  it  not 
itrange  that  the  representative  of  the 
Irish  Government  who  is  responsible  for 
law  and  order  should  not  get  the  informa- 
tion which  private  Members  receive  1 

*Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  ! 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  It  was  in  this  morning's 

;papers- 

EDUCATION— MINUTE  OF  3RD  JULY. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether,  in 
pursuance  of  his  undertaking,  he  will 
put  down  the  Education  Estimates  before 
3rd  August,  the  date  on  which  the 
Evening  Schools  Minute  of  3rd  July 
passes  into  law. 

The  following  Questions  abo  appeared 
on  the  Paper — 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E) :  To  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury whether,  having  regard  to  the 
expressions  of  opinion  from  educational 
bodies  all  over  the  country  as  to  the 
•changes  effected  by  the  Minute  of  3rd 
July  and  to  its  connection  with  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  he 
will  consent  to  adjourn  the  Committee 
stage  of.  that  Bill  at  10.30  or  11  p.m.  in 
order  to  permit  a  discussion  on  the 
Minute. 

Mr.  WHITLEY  (Halifax) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  he  can 
now  state  what  opportunity  will  be  given 
^or  the  discussion  of  the  Minute  of  the 
Board  of  Education  concerning  evening 
schools  which  was  laid  upon  the  Table 
on  3rd  July. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  There  are 
three  questions  on  the  Paper  relating  to 
this  matter,  and  I  will  answer  them 
together.  I  can  only  say  that  in  the 
present  state  of  public  business  it  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  give  any  pledge  to 
find  an  opportunity  to  discuss  the  Minute 
of  the  Board  of  Education.  I  am  sorry 
it  should  be  so,  not  merely  because  the 
hon.  Qentlemen  have  made  an  appeal 
to  me,  but  because  I  think  there  is  a  very 
great  deal  of  misconception  about  the 
character  of  this  Minute.  I  think 
the  misconception  amounts  in  some  cases 


almost  to  mirepresentation,  and  it  is 
doing  a  great  deal  of  harm.  The  Minute 
does  not  limit  the  grants  to  students  in 
evening  schools  who  are  under  the  age 
of  fifteen,  nor  does  it  practicaffy 
diminish  the  amount  of  grants  to  be 
given  by  the  Department.  Students  in 
evening  schools,  of  whatever  age  and 
whatever  the  grade  of  instruction,  will, 
as  heretofore,  he  eligible  for  the  grant, 
and  local  authorities  are  in  many 
cases  now  making  their  arrangements 
under  the  first  twenty  Articles  of  the 
Regulations,  which  are  already  operative. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  (Fifeshire,  E.)  said 
he  should  like  to  point  out  that  the  House 
had  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing the  Education  Estimates,  and 
he  submitted  that  it  would  be  for  the 
general  convenience  of  the  House  that  a 
night  should  be  set  apart  for  that  pur- 
pose. If  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  could 
not  give  them  any  other  time,  surely  they 
might  take  advantage  of  the  discussion 
on  the  Education  Estimates  to  deal  with 
this  matter.  Could  he  a«jure  them  that 
on  one  of  the  days  still  remaining  for 
Supply  the  Education  Estimates  would 
be  taken,  and  that  an  opportunity 
would  be  given  for  the  discussion  of  the 
Minute  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  will  put  the 
Education  Vote  down  on  one  of  the 
nights,  but  I  cannot  promise  to  put  it 
down  as  the  first  Order.  We  have 
already  had  one  night's  debate  on  educa- 
tional matters  in  Supply  during  the 
course  of  the  present  session. 

Mr.  WHITLEY :  I  beg  to  ask  if  the 
right  hon.  (Gentleman  is  aware  that  the 
night  to  which  he  has  referred  was 
before  the  appearance  of  the  Minute, 
and  that  therefore  it  was  impossible  for 
us  to  anticipate  what  were  the  intentions 
of  the  Gkivemment.  May  I  also  ask  him 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  statement 
in  his  reply  just  now  that  the  grants  for 
evening  schools  had  not  been  reduced  is 
in  direct  contradiction  of  information  I 
have  received  from  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion itself  1 

Mr,  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if  the 
Minute  wiU  not  come  into  force: 
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August,  and  if  we  are  not  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  discussing  it  before  that 
date. 

Mr,  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  May  I  point 
out  that  many  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Minute  are  already  operative,  and  so 
they  do  not  require  to  be  laid  on  the 
Table. 

Sib  henry  FOWLER  (Wolver- 
hampton, £.) :  Is  there  any  precedent 
for  the  Education  Vote  not  being  taken 
as  first  Order  on  some  night  during  the 
session  ? 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  Yes,  Sir; 
but  one  night  has  already  been  set  apart 
for  education. 

Mb.  ASQUITH  :  That  was  a  Supple- 
mentary Estimate. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  mistaken.  It  was  a  Vote 
on  Account  for  the  Estimates  of  the 
year,  and  that  is  not  a  Supplementary 
Estimate. 


Dr.  MACNAMARA  :  May  I  ask  the 
•ight  hon.  Gentleman  whether,  on  July 
5th,  he  did  not  say  that  an  opportunity 
would  be  given  for  the  discussion  of  this 
matter  during  the  debates  on  the  Educa- 
tion Bill  ?  And  is  it  not  a  fact  that  w4ien 
Mr.  Speaker  ruled  out  of  order  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  North  West  Ham, 
when  he  proposed  to  take  the  discus- 
sion on  the  Education  Bill,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  he  would  put  down 
the  Education  Vote  before  August  1st  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Yes,  I  intend 
doing  so ;  but  I  cannot  put  it  first,  as 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  has  asked 
for  a  different  allocation  of  the  remaining 
days  of  Supply. 

Mr.  WHITLEY  :  Is  it  not  a  fact  that 
the  grants  under  this  Minute  to  evening 
schools  which  are  not  science  and  art 
classes  are  reduced  by  28  per  cent.  % 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  That  is  not 
the  case  as  I  understand. 


NEW  BILLS, 

LONDON    WATER. 
Bill  to  vest  the  undertakings  of  the 
London  Water  Companies  in  a  single 


public  authority ;  and  for  other  purposes, 
ordered  to  be  brou^t  in  by  Sir  Joha 
Blundell  Maple,  Mr.  Gust,  Mr.  Kimber,. 
and  Mr.  Arthur  MMton. 

LONDON    WATER  BILL. 

**  To  vest  the  undertakings  of  the- 
London  Water  Companies  in  a  single 
public  authority ;  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Tuesday, 
6th  August,  and  to  be  printed.  [M 
27L] 

RIFLE   RANGES. 

Bill  to  promote  the  acquisition  of  Rifle 
Ranges,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Charles  Allen,  Mr.  Rea,  Sr  John  Doring- 
ton,  Lord  Edmond  Fitxmaurice,  and  Sir 
John  Brunner. 

RIFLE   RANGES  BILL. 

'*  To  promote  the  acquisition  of  Rifle 
Ranges,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  272.) 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND). 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IEF 

LAND  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover) :    I  ask 

leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  certain 

sections  of  the  Local  Grovemment  Act  of 

1898.    The   Bill   is  of  a   departmental 

character.     The  first  clause,  and  indeed 

all  four  clauses,   have  been  introduced 

to    meet    representations    vhich    have 

reached  the  Local   Government  Board 

from   various   local   bodies   in   Ireland. 

Defects   have  arisen  in   the   deduction 

of  the  Consolidated  Poor  Rate.    It  is 

found  to  involve  great  difficulties  in  the 

case  of  certain  poorer  tenants  in  Ireland, 

and  the  simpler  plan  suggested  has  been 

submitted  in  the  first  clause  of  this  BE 

It  is  found  that  when  they  fail  to  make 

a  calculation  the  result  is  that  they  get 

no  deduction  at  all.    The  second  clause  oi 

the  Bill  provides  for  considerable  defects 

which  have  arisen  in  respect  of  certain 

excluded  charges,  particularly  those  for 

malicious    injuries.      A    rate   is    asked 

and  a  sum  of  money  raised  often  far  in 

excess  of  the  amount  needed,  and  it  is 

found  that  the  balances  cannot  be  applied 

to  any  purposes  in  the  localities,  and  that 

they  remain  suspended.     The  third  clause 

deals    with    the    trapitory   nrovisiona] 
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Order  affecting  urban  and  other  autho- 
rities under  the  Grand  Jury  Act ;  and 
the  fourth  clause  also  deals  with  another 
similar  imperfection  discovered  in  the  Bill 
ealled  the  Town  Improvement  Act.  This 
Bill  is  of  a  strictly  departmental  character, 
^nd  all  I  need  ask  the  House  is  that  they 
^11  ^ve  leave  for  the  Bill  to  be  read  a 
:fir8t  time.  Hon.  Members  from  Ireland 
will  then  have  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
amining it,  and  discussing  it  at  a  sub- 
sequent stage. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND;(Waterford) : 
I  am  not  going  to  oppose  this  Bill,  as  I 
do  not  think  it  worth  while  doing  so. 
Ireland,  ai»  the  House  is  aware,  recently 
had  a  system  of  local  government  con- 
ferred upon  it,  and  in  the  working  of  that 
system  naturally  a  number  of  defects  have 
been  disclosed.  We  have  been  unable 
on  the  Estimates  to  discuss  the  Local 
Government  Board  in  Ireland,  owing 
to  the  inadequate  arrangements  made  for 
the  conduct  of  business.  Therefore,  we 
have  been  unable  to  call  attention  to 
many  of  those  defects,  and  now  the 
^Government  propose,  not  a  great  compre- 
hensive measure  dealing  with  those 
defects,  but  only  a  comparatively  insigni- 
ficant measure  like  this,  dealing  with 
one  or  two  of  the  smallest  points.  No 
doubt  it  may  be  a  useful  measure  as  far 
•as  it  goes.  I  do  not  deny  it,  and 
therefore  I  do  not  desire  to  stand  in 
the  way  of  its  passage;  but  it  is  a 
ridiculous  measure,  and  it  is  another 
instance  of  the  way  in  which  serious 
matters  are  dealt  with  by  the  present 
Government-  Instead  of  a  compre- 
hensive Bill  being  introduced,  and  time 
being  given  for  its  discussion,  we 
have  introduced  under  the  ten  minutes 
J^Je,  and  in  the  dog  days,  a  little  insig- 
iiificant  Bill  of  this  character,  which  will 
pass  through,  no  doubt,  because  it  will 
not  be  worth  anybodv*s  while  to  object. 
The  right  ho^oi.  Gentleman  says  that  of 
course  time  will  be  given  for  the  discussion 
•of  the  Bill.  Very  much  time  will  not  be 
needed  for  the  discussion  of  the  clauses 
•*8  he  has  explained  them,  but  if  we  were 
^  treat  this  Bill  seriously— that  is,  if  we 
^cre,  as  it  would  be  our  duty  under 
other  circumstances,  to  deal  with  this 
-subject  in  a  serious  spirit  and  endeavour 
to  engraft  upon  this  Bill  all  those  changes 
^n  the  Local  Government  svstem  which 


we  think  are  desirable,  then  a  very  con- 
siderable time  would  be  required  for  their 
discussion.  If  we  are  to  confine  our 
discussion  to  the  points  mentioned  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  I  admit  a 
considerable  time  will  not  be  required. 
But  some  time  wiD  be  required,  because 
it  is  ridiculous  to  suppose  that  we  must 
not  examine  the  measure,  and  I  take  it 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  make 
arrangements  for  adequate  time  being 
given  for  the  discussion  of  the  Bill  in 
Committee.  Therefore  all  I  will  say  with 
r^ard  to  the  introduction  of  the  Bill  as 
explained  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  that,  while  it  will  not  do  any  harm,  it  is 
in  my  opinion  calculated  to  do  very  little 
good,  but  under  the  circumstances  I  will 
not  stand  in  the  way  of  its  introduction. 

Bill  to  amend  sections  fifty-four,  fifty- 
six,  fifty-seven,  and  seventy-one  of  The 
Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act,  1898, 
and  to  make  provision  with  respect  to  the 
making  of  rates  in  certain  urban  districts 
in  Ireland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Wyndham  and  Mr.  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
**  To  amend  sections  fifty-four,  fifty-six, 
fifty-seven,  and  seventy-one  of  The  Local 
Government  (Ireland)  Act,  1898,  and  to 
make  provision  with  respect  to  the 
making  of  rates  in  certain  urban  districts 
in  Ireland,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.    ["Bill  273.] 


EDUCATION    (No.    2)    BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland,  Pen- 
rith) in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  1  : — 

Amendment  again  proposed — 

"In  paire  1,  line  6,  to  leave  out  sub- 
clause {\),—{Mr,  Channing.) 

Question  again  proposed,  **  That  the 
words  *  Where  a  school  board  *  stand 
part  of  the  clause.'* 

*SiR  W.  HART  DYKE  (Kent,  Dart- 
ford)  first  congratulated  the, Chairman 


ated  tne,unairman 
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on  his  return  to  the  House,  and  then 
said  that  he  wished  to  make  an  appeal 
to  the  Committee  and  to  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  interests  of  peace  and  the 
future  of  education,  and  especially  in 
the  interests  of  the  voluntary  schools. 
It  was  perhaps  unfortunate  for  his  mis- 
sion as  a  peacemaker  that  he  had  criti- 
cised the  proposals  of  the  Government ; 
but  he  had  spoken  as  an  old  and  irre- 
sponsible Member  df  the  House  of  Com- 
mons whose  official  life  was  happily 
closed,  and  who  had  always  felt  an 
extreme  keenness  on  this  question  of 
education.  If  he  had  spoken  strongly 
it  was  because  he  had  felt  strongly  that 
no  good  could  come  to  education  out  of 
party  strife.  He  would  take  back  every- 
thing he  had  said  in  criticism  of  the  Vice- 
President,  and  would  put  on  sackcloth^ 
uncomfortable  as  it  was  in  the  dog  days — 
if  he  could  secure  thereby  a  favourable 
hearing  for  the  appeal  which  he  wished 
to  make.  On  the  essential  merits  of  the 
question  in  dispute  there  was  very  little 
difference  between  the  two  sides  of  the 
House,  and  he  appealed  to  the  Govern- 
ment to  accept  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Rossendale  standing 
later  on  the  Paper.  That  Amendment 
left  all  the  earlier  part  of  the  clause 
dealing  with  the  local  authority  un- 
touched ;  but  it  would  enable  the  school 
boards,  with  the  consent  of  the  Board 
of  Educatioti,  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the 
schools  and  classes  to  the  same  extent 
and  on  the  same  conditions  as  at  present. 
The  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  secure  for 
one  year  certain  classes  and  schools  in  the 
position  which  they  now  held.  Both 
the  Government  and  their  supporters 
wished  those  classes  to  be  maintained. 
In  fact,  the  other  night  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  admitted  that  in 
ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a  hundred  the 
classes  would  not  be  interfered  with. 

The  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Rossendale  simply  declared 
that  in  any  case  the  local  authority 
should  allow  them  to  be  continued. 
What,  then,  was  the  difference  between 
the  two  positions  ?  The  supporters  of 
the  school  board  system  acknowledged 
that  the  school  beards  were  not  to  be 
the  sole  authority  in  the  future  for 
secondary  education  ;  but  they  thought 
it  hard  that  for  these  few  months  an 
authority    should    be    put    over    them 

Sir  W.  Hart  Dyke. 


which  was  not  to  be  the  ultimate  autho- 
rity. Was  it  worth  while  to  provoke  all 
this  strife,  accompanied  by  an  agitation 
on  every  platform  in  the  country,  for 
the  sake  of  allowing  this  authority  to 
interfere  here  and  there  if  they  wished 
to  do  so  ?  The  First  Lord  had  givea 
away  his  case  when  he  admitted  that  in 
ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a  hundred  no 
such  interference  would  take  place. 
What,  then,  was  the  difference?  He 
might  be  very  stupid,  but  he  could  not  see 
it.  Was  it  on  behalf  of  the  principle 
that  the  school  boards  in  the  future 
were  not  to  be  the  body  to  guide  the 
destinies  of  secondary  education  1  Well, 
that  principle  had  been  conceded 
already;  it  had  been  conceded  for 
forty  years,  ever  since  the  Newcastle 
Commission  sat,  by  every  Committee 
and  every  Commission  which  had 
considered  and  reported  upon  the 
question.  Again,  he  asked,  why  all 
this  strife  1  Three  or  four  years  ago 
the  Association  of  School  Boards^  after 
a  solemn  meeting,  came  unanimously 
to  the  opinion  that  they  would  be 
satisfied  with  a  one-third  representa* 
tion  on  the  new  authority.  The  point 
had  even  been  conceded  in  1895  by 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  South 
Aberdeen,  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mission upon  Secondary  Education- 
He  ventured  to  say  that  the  subject 
of  contention  between  both  sides  of 
the  House  was  of  the  most  meagre 
and  attenuated  description.  It  might 
be  urged  that  there  was  an  objec- 
tion to  allowing  these  schools  to  be 
carried  on  for  twelve  months  where 
objectionable  practices  prevailed;  but 
this  Amendment  destroys  that  objection 
altogether;  it  gives  the  Education 
Department  absolute  power  to  deal  with 
such  evils.  The  Education  Department 
might  object  to  be  brought  into  the 
arena  of  strife  ;  but  it  was  rather  hard, 
considering  how  many  years  the  Educa- 
tion Department  had  been  condoning 
this  system,  and  how  many  Vice-Presi- 
dents had  made  speeches  praiang  the 
efficiency  of  the  schools  and  presiding, 
at  their  opening,  that,  in  this  emergencj, 
the  Department  was  willing  to  run 
away  from  its  guns,  and  not  pretend  to 
look  another  way  for  twelve  months. 
As  to  how  much  or  how  Uttle  there  was 
left  to  struggle  for,  he  asked  right  hon. 
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and  hon.  Gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  whether  there  was  a  man,  woman, 
or  child  who  cared  a  brass  farthing  as  to 
which  way  the  House  might  decide  this 
question]  [Cries  of  "Oh,  oL"]  He 
was  pressing  this  question  on  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Grorernment  and  the  House 
in  the  cause  of  education  alone.  The 
strife  in  this  House  in  these  unpleasant 
days  would  not  end  here.  It  would  be 
carried  into  the  constituencies,  and  hon. 
Members  would  hear  of  it  again  next 
session  when  they  met  to  settle  the 
difficulty  which  had  puzzled  statesmen 
for  the  last  thirty  years,  and  had 
ever  created  bitter  party  warfare.  It 
was  in  the  interests  of  education  and  of 
the  settlement  at  which  they  all  wished 
to  arrive  that  he  was  pleading  for  peace. 
Surely  the  postponement  of  the  settle- 
ment of  this  great  question  had  been 
long  enough.  He  knew  that  some  hon. 
Members  might  think  Ughtly  about  it, 
but  many  of  them  took  a  serious  view  of 
the  situation,  especially  as  regarded  the 
thorough  technical  and  practical  educa- 
tion of  our  people.  It  was  easy  to 
get  thirty  millions  to  prevent  another 
Majuba  Hill,  but  hon.  Members  must 
beware  lest  by  neglecting  the  settle- 
ment of  the  education  question  they 
did  not  bring  a  Majuba  Hill  as  regards 
our  trading  position  and  commercial 
prospects  which  would  be  as  disastrous 
as  any  reverse  on  the  field  of  battle.  He 
also  pleaded  for  peace  on  behalf  of  the 
struggling  voluntary  schools,  not  only 
in  the  country  districts,  but  in  the  poorer 
parts  of  London  and  our  other  large 
cities.  What  was  going  to  be  their 
future  after  all  this  strife,  compared 
with  what  it  might  be  if  some  arrange- 
ment were  made  permitting  of  an 
amicable,  just,  and  lasting  solution  of  the 
difficulty  ]  He  further  asserted,  with- 
out fear  of  contradiction,  that  when 
they  went  cap  in  hand  and  begged 
the  local  authorities  to  grant  the 
voluntary  schools  something  from  the 
rates  they  would  get  very  different 
treatment  indeed  compared  with  what 
they  would  have  got  under  a  calm, 
well-considered  solution  of  the  problem. 
He  might  be  wrong,  but  he  had 
studied  this  question  for  many  years, 
and  he  could  not  help  regretting 
the  action  of  many  of  his  friends 
on  this   matter.    The   noble  Lord    the 


Member  for  Greenwich  was  not  in 
his  place,  or  he  would  have  hked  to  re- 
mind him  that  he  had  had  the  honour 
of  canvassing  the  out-voters  in  Green- 
wich four  years  before  the  noble  Lord 
was  born,  and  from  that  day  to  this  he 
had  been  in  the  thick  g  political  strife. 
WhUe  he  was  one  of  the  greatest  admirers 
of  the  noble  Lord's  ability,  he  would 
take  leave  to  pit  his  experience  against 
that  of  the  noble  Lord  in  such  a  matter 
as  education.  Again,  he  would  plead  for 
peace  on  both  sides  of  the  House.  If 
hon.  Members  would  make  one  big 
effort  to  drag  this  question  out  of  the 
mire  of  party  poUtics,  there  was  no  reason 
whv  next  session  there  should  not  be  a 
real  and  lasting  settlement. 

^^ 

The  first  LORD  of  the;.  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  If  any  one  but  my  right  hon. 
friend  had  made  the  speech  to  which 
we  have  just  listened,  I  should  have 
thought  I  had  some  slight  grounds 
for  complaint — not  at  all  inj^connection 
with  the  substance  of  the  speech,  but 
in  connection  with  the  occasion  ony which 
it  has  been  delivered.  The  speech  was 
not — at  all  events,  apparently — on  the 
subject  of  the  Amendment  now  before 
the  House,  namely,  the  leaving  out  of 
Sub-section  I.,  or  the  first  few  words 
of  Sub-section  L,  but  was  in  favour  of  an 
Amendment  standing  in  the  name  of 
another  distinguished  educationist,  the 
Member  for  Rossendale,  which  is  far 
down  on  the  Paper,  and  is  not  yet  before 
the  Committee  in  any  clear  and  succinct 
form.  I  do  not  think  that  that  is 
a  very  fortunate  form  of  procedure,, 
but  my  right  hon.  friend  may  sin  a  great 
deal,  and  he  will  always  find  forgiveness 
in  this  House.  He  has  so  much  enthu- 
siasm for  the  cause  of  education,  he  is 
so  popular  on  both  sides,  his  character 
carries  such  great  and  deserved  weighty 
that  I  do  not  find  it  in  my  heart  to  say  a 
single  word  more  upon  the  actual  form 
in  which  he  has  raised  the  question 
before  us. 

I  turn  at  once  to  the  substance 
of  my  right  hon.  friend's  speech,  and 
I  rise  immediately  after  him  because  I 
think  it  is  only  due  to  the  Committee 
that  I  should  state  perfectly  clearly 
at   this   early   stage   of   the   discussion 
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exactly  how  the  Government  view  the 
proposal  of  my  right  hon.  friend  and 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Rossendale.    I  think  we 
entertain  no  doubts  in  our  own  minds  as 
to  the  course  we  ought  to  pursue,  and, 
entertaining    no  doubts,  we  think   we 
ought   to   make   that   course   perfectly 
clear  to  all  interested  in  the  further 
progress   of   the   Bill.    My   right   hon. 
friend  spoke  in  the  interests  of  peace, 
and  no  one  who  listened  to  him  could 
doubt  that,  when  he  pleaded  ^tith  the 
Committee  to  treat  this  great  question 
of  education  in  a  non-party  and  a  non- 
controversial    spirit,   he    was    pleading 
sentiments  which  came  from  the  very 
depth  of  his  heart,  and  that  he  pleaded 
for  a  cause  in  which  he  most  strenuously 
believes.     I   should    be   sorry   to   think 
that  anything  which  the  Government 
had  done  or  are  doing  is  raising  any 
unnecessary    dust    of    controversy    or 
introducing  bitterness  where   otherwise 
peace  might  be  expected  to  prevail.     Let 
us  examine  this  matter  in  a  perfectly 
candid    spirit.     My    right    hon.    friend 
says  that  there  is  hardly  any  practical 
distinction   between  the  plan  proposed 
by  the  Government  and  the  plan  which 
he  advocates.     He  has  told  us  that,  so 
far  as  he  can  see,  there  is  not  a  single 
•nan,  woman,  or  child  outside  this  House 
to  whom  it  makes  the  smallest  difference 
whether  the  plan   of  the  Government 
or  that  of  the  Member  for  Bossendale 
be   adopted.    If   that    be   an    accurate 
statement  of  the  facts,  it  is  indeed  an 
unfortunate  thing  that  we  should   meet 
in   embattled    ranks   on   this   occasion, 
that  party  whips  should  be  issued,  and 
that  long  and   better  controversies  are 
to  be  expected.     But  if  it  be  as  my  right 
hon.   friend   says,   and  if  the  practical 
difference    between    the    plan    of    the 
Government  and  the  plan  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Rossendale  be  as  insignificant 
as  my  right  hon.  friend  declares  it  to  be, 
surely     the     majority    of    the    House 
and  the  Government  who  are  responsible 
for   legislation    must    have   their    way, 
and  those  who  differ  from  them  must 
abandon  their  opposition.     If  there  is 
no  difference  between  us  let  peace  be 
restored.     Surely    the    way    to    restore 
peace  is  for  the  minority  to  say — **  Well, 
we  prefer  our  plan  ;  but  we  agree  there 
is  nothing  in  it,  and  we  are  quite  ready  to 
Mr.  A.  J,  Balfour, 


admit  that  under  both  fJans  the  great 
stream  of  education  will  go  on,  that  there 
will  be  no  very  great  deviation  of  the 
course,  that  there  will  be  jMractically 
no  diminution  of  it ;  that  under  the 
circumstances  had  we  been  in  power 
this  is  not  the  course  we  would  pursue; 
still,  as  the  course  the  (Jovernment 
suggest  makes  practically  no  difference 
to  the  schools  in  which  we  are  interested, 
we  are  quite  ready  to  accept  their  jJan." 
I  do  not  observe  that  when  the  pro- 
position is  thus  stated  the  love  of  peace 
receives  the  same  amount  of  applause 
as  it  did  when  my  right  hon.  f rieirf  was 
so  persuasively  developing  his  views 
to  the  House. 

Why  is  it  that  there  is  this  appa- 
rently inevitable  division  of  opinion  I 
I  am  certain  that,  if  my  right  hon. 
friend  thinks  the  matter  over,  he  will  see 
that  hon.  Gentlemen,  or  some  of  them, 
may  have  more  to  say  for  the  course 
they  are  taking  than  he  seems  to  suppose. 
If  his  view  of  their  action  was  correct  I 
should  say  that  they  were  wasting  the 
time  of  the  House,  and  unnecessarily 
embittering  controversy  by  the  course 
they  are  pursuing.  It  may  be,  though 
my  right  hon.«  friend  is  not  aware  of 
it,  that  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  are 
fighting,  as  we  believe  we  are  fighting, 
for  a  great  principle  which  in  our  respec- 
tive judgments  is  to  govern  the  future 
of  secondary  education  in  this  country. 
My  right  hon.  friend  said,  What  are  you 
afraid  of  in  regard  to  the  school  boards 
and  secondary  education  ?  Everybody  hai 
declared  against  the  school  boaids  having 
anything  to  do  with  secondary  education. 
It  has  been  the  result  of  Commission 
after  CJommission,  declaration  of  policy 
after  declaration  of  policy,  and  the 
school  boards  themselves  have  conceded 
the  principle  that,  while  they  are  re- 
sponsible in  their  various  localities  for 
primary  education,  it  is  to  some  other 
authority  that  secondary  education 
should  be  entrusted.  I  do  not  at  all 
dispute  the  historical  accuracy  of  my 
right  hon.  friend's  retrospect,  but  is  he 
quite  sure  that  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  House  there  are  not  to  be  found 
gentlemen  much  interested  in  education 
whose  view  of  the  future  organisation 
of  education  in  this  country  is  not  a 
local  authority  elected  ad  hoc  in  the  great 
areas   of   the   country,    who  shall  hare 
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control,  as  the  school  boards  have  at 
present,  over  the  rates  to  be  raised  in  the 
locality,  and  be  responsible  for  the  whole 
of  the  education  ?  If  that  ambition — 
perhaps  not  loudly  expressed  at  present — 
does  not  lie  at  the  root  of  much  of  the 
opposition,  then  I  am  wholly  unable 
to  explain  the  vehemence  of  the  oppo- 
sition* In  our  view,  it  is  manifest  that 
5uch  an  extension  of  the  authority  of 
the  school  boards,  transmuting  their 
powers  and  constitution,  but  at  the  same 
time  leaving  them  an  ad  hoc  authority, 
with  independent  rating  powers,  to 
•deal  with  all  education — to  such  a  plan 
we  are  unalterably  opposed.  I  beheve 
that  to  be  the  principle  for  which  many 
hon.  Gentlemen  are  fighting.  My  right 
hon.  friend  asks  gentlemen  on  this  side 
of  the  House — For  what  principle  are 
you  fighting  ?  The  principle  for  which 
we  are  fighting  is  plainly  stated  upon  the 
surface  of  the  Bill.  We  are  fighting 
for  the  view  that  the  ultimate  authority 
for  secondary  education,  the  authority 
which  18  to  have  control  of  all  local 
pecuniary  aid  for  secondary  education, 
•nmit  be  the  local  authority.  A  com- 
mittee of  the  local  authority  may  be 
-constituted  in  a  future  Bill  as  you  please. 
It  may  contain,  if  you  will,  representa- 
tives of  the  school  board,  or  of  this  or  that 
^eat  educational  interest,  but  it  must  be 
a  committee  of  the  local  authority.  It 
must  be  from  the  local  body  it  must  draw 
its  authority,  and  it  is  from  the  local  body 
it  must  g«t  ultimately  the  local  financial 
aid  by  which  its  work  is  to  be  carried  on. 
That  is  the  principle  that  is  embodied 
in  a  very  rough  but  sufficient  form  for 
the  purposes  of  the  year.  Does  my 
right  hon.  friend  not  think  that  is  a  great 
gain  to  the  cause  which  he  himself  has  at 
heart  ]  Does  he  not  think  that  for  the 
House  of  Commons  to  lay  down  the  broad 
principle  I  have  stated,  and  which  is 
held  not  on  this  side  of  the  House  alone, 
but  by  many  educationists  on  the 
other  side  also,  is  a  great  gain  1  If  he 
wants  to  know  whether  it  is  a  great 
gain  or  not  let  him  consider  the  alterna- 
tive policy  which  he  is  recommending. 
He  practically  tries  to  destroy  the  Bill 
altogether,  and  to  turn  it  into  a  measure 
for  continuing  the  status  quo  for  twelve 
months  more.  That  is  putting  shortly 
what  the  Amendment  amounts  to. 

Sir  W.  hart  DYKE  :    Not  to  shut 
^p  the'schools. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  agree  that  as 
regards  the  fortunes  of  the  schools  there 
will  probably  be  little  or  no  difference 
between  the  two  plans.  But  I  am 
talking  of  the  principles  laid  down  in  the 
Bill,  and  of  the  inevitable  inferences 
that  will  be  drawn  according  as  the  Bill 
is  shaped  one  way  or  the  other.  From 
the  Bill,  as  we  have  presented  it,  it  will 
be  perfectly  clear  to  the  House  and  the 
country  that  we  consider  the  proper 
authority  for  organising  secondary  edu- 
cation is  the  local  authority.  From  the 
plan  recommended  by  my  right  hon. 
friend  there  is  but  one  inference  to  be 
drawn,  and  that  is  that  he  wishes  to 
prolong  as  long  as  possible — [An  Hon. 
Member  :  For  one  year] — a  condition 
of  things  which  is  substantially  illegal 
at  present,  and  which  in  no  way  conforms 
to  the  ultimate  lines  on  which  we  think 
education  should  be  organised.  I  have 
said  that  is  the  only  inference  to  be 
drawn  from  the  abandonment  by  the 
Government  of  the  Bill  as  it  stands  and 
the  substitution  of  the  totally  new  Bill 
which  my  right  hon.  friend  suggests. 
I  am  wrong.  There  is  another  inference 
to  be  drawn — namely,  that  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  party  which  supports  them 
do  not  know  their  own  minds  in  the 
matter  ;  that  they  have  no  policy,  or, 
if  they  have  a  policy,  that  they  are  not 
prepared  to  stick  to  it  in  the  day  of  battle. 
I  think  such  a  lesson  would  be  fatal. 
If  the  Government  were  to  practically 
abandon  their  scheme  which  appeared 
;  in  the  original  Bill,  and  is  repeated  in  this 
interim  measure,  and  which  is  embodied 
in  every  speech  dealing  with  the  subject 
on  behalf  of  the  Government — embodied 
in  the  statement  made  by  the  President 
of  the  Council,  in  the  speech  made  the 
other  day  by  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Council,  in  the  speech  I  had  the  honour 
to  make  in  behalf  of  the  Government — 
I  say  if  we  were  to  abandon  it  for  no 
satisfactory  reason  that  I  could  discover 
in  the  speech  of  my  right  hon.  friend, 
then  the  country  would  say  that  the 
Government — whatever  merits  they  may 
otherwise  possess — were  quite  unfitted 
to  deal  with  education,  that  they  were 
persons  who  did  not  know  to  what  goal 
they  were  striving,  what  end  they  were 
seeking  ;  who  at  the  first  wind  of  con- 
troversy reversed  their  course  and  steered 
for  a  port  which  they  have  never  shown 
any  desire  to  reach  before  ;   and,  there- 
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fore,  that  such  persons  were  unfitted, 
in  the  matter  of  education  at  all  events, 
to  have  public  affairs  in  their  hands. 
Of  course  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
have  long  taken  that  view  of  the  Govern- 
ment, not  only  with  regard  to  education 
but  in  all  other  matters.  I  suppose 
that  is  their  one  bond  of  union  which 
brings  them  together.  The  total  incom- 
petence of  the  Government,  whether  in 
the  fields  of  peace  or  the  fields  of  war, 
whether  in  executive  administration 
or  in  legislation — it  is  a  commonplace 
with  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  But  my 
right  hon.  friend  does  not  take  that  view. 
He  pleaded  eloquently,  not  only  for  the 
importance  of  the  problem  of  education, 
but  for  its  instant  and  pressing  necessity, 
He  said,  Avoid  any  course  which  may 
produce  delay  in  the  settlement  of  the 
question,  for  delay  will  have  a  disastrous 
effect  on  the  economic  future  of  our 
rising  generation  to  whom  the  great 
commercial  interests  of  Great  Britain 
are  to  be  entrusted.  But  does  my  right 
hon.  friend  think  that  if  we  adopted 
the  course  which  he  presses  upon  us  we 
could  come  down  to  the  House  next  year 
with  a  comprehensive  Bill — [Cries  of 
'*  Why  not  ?  '*] — or,  if  we  did  come 
down  with  such  a  Bill,  that  we  should 
have  the  smallest  chance  of  passing  it 
into  law  ?  [Cries  of  *'  Why  not  V]  I 
presume  we  should  not  have  gained  the 
respect  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite. 
[Cries  of  **  You  are  wrong.*']  I  am 
sure  we  should  have  lost  the  confidence 
of  hon.  Gentlemen  who  sit  behind  us. 
They  would  rightly  feel  that  we  are  not 
safe  guides  in  the  matter  of  education  ; 
that  it  is  not  to  hands  so  feeble  and 
vacillating  that  the  settlement  of  so  vital 
a  problem  should  be  entrusted.  And, 
even  if  they  were  converted  by  the 
arguments  of  my  right  hon.  friend, 
the  public  outside,  upon  whom  they  and 
we  alike  depend,  would  form  the  judg- 
ment which  no  subsequent  action 
of  ours  could  reverse,  I  am  convinced, 
that  in  this  matter,  if  in  no  other,  we 
had  shown  ourselves  hopelessly  incom- 
petent either  to  make  up  our  minds,  or, 
our  minds  having  been  made  up,  to  ask 
the  House  to  go  with  us  to  the  end  ; 
and  if  the  public  came  to  that  judgment, 
then  good-bye  to  those  useful  and  im- 
mediate projects  of  reform  in  the  field  of 
education  which  my  right   hon.  friend 

Mr,  A.  J.  Balfour, 


so  urgently  desires.  My  right  hon« 
friend  has  produced  no  argument  what- 
ever in  support  of  his  proposal  based 
on  the  necessities  of  the  evening  continua- 
tion or  higher  grade  schools,  for,  in  his 
view,  and  in  my  view,  both  plans  would 
probably  have  much  the  same  effect  on 
the  future  fortunes  of  these  schoob. 
But,  while^our  Bill  will  be  taken  by  the 
House  and' the  country  as  an  authorita- 
tive declaration  of  the  general  line 
upon  which  we  mean  to  proceed  in  our 
future  Bill,  if  we  followed  his  plan  it 
would  be  taken  with  equal  certainty 
and  justice  as  an  indication  Ui&t  we  had 
handed  our  educational  policy  bodily 
over  to  the  other  side  of  the  House. 
I  cannot  ask  the  Committee  to  take^ 
that  step,  and  I  earnestlv  trust — I  know 
it  would  be  vain  to  appeal  to  educationists 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House — but  I 
ask  the  Gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the 
House  that  they  will  support  the  Govern- 
ment in  a  policy  which  I  honestly  believe 
is  one  in  which  the  best  interests  of  our 
country  are  intimately  involved.||  ||^  ^d, 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.)  :  I  agree- 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
this  is  an  unfortunate  occasion  on  which 
to  discuss  the  large  questions  raised  by 
the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  and 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself- 
But  the  language  which  the  right  hon- 
Gentleman  has  used  does  not  make  it 
necessary  that  I  should  endeavour  t(^ 
state  what  we  regard  as  the  real  question 
at  issue.  I  should  like  to  endeavour  U> 
recall  the  House  to  the  question  actually 
before  it,  which  is  sometimes  forgotten  in 
Ustening  to  the  eloquent  periods  of  the^ 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  complained  of  the  bitternefis 
imported  into  this  question,  but  that^ 
bitterness  is  entirely  due  to  the  fact  that 
when  the  original  Bill  was  introduced  it 
was  heralded  by  innumerable  declara- 
tions that  it  was  intended  to  commit  the^ 
House  and  to  estabUsh  the  principle  that 
the  elementary  schools  as  well  as  secon- 
dary education  was  to  be  taken  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  school  boards- 
Having  watched  the  matter  for  many 
years,  I  am  convinced  that  there  is  no- 
reason  why  secondary  education  should 
be  a  matter  of  party  or  poUtical  contro- 
versy in  the  House,  if  theological  que^ 
tions  are  kept  out  of  it.    If  this  Bill  had 
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been  brought  forward  originally  as  a 
purely  and  simply  secondary  education 
measure,if  it  had  not  been  said  that  it  was 
to  be  a  Bill  for  establishing  an  authority 
which  was  to  control  elementary  as  well 
as  secondary  education,  I  do  not  beUeve 
that  the  party  feeUng  which  we  all  regret 
would  have  over  arisen.  There  has  been 
no  desire  on  this  side  of  the  House  to 
make  party  capital  out  of  the  question,  so 
far  as  secondary  education  is  concerned ; 
and  if  it  has  become  a  matter  of  party,  it 
is  because  it  has  been  looked  upon  as  the 
first  step  in  an  educational  revolution 
which  is  to  extinguish  the  school  boards, 
and  the  provisions  attached  to  the  school 
boards  by  the  Act  of  1870,  and,  there- 
fore, to  completely  transform  our  whole 
educational  system.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  carried  over  to  this  Bill, 
although  onlv  in  a  shadowy  shape,  the 
large  principles  which  were  involved  in 
his  first  Bill.  He  has  reiterated  them 
to-night ;  but  could  any  one  imagine  a 
worse  opportunity  for  asserting  the  large 
principles  in  this  particular  Bill  1  I 
wondered,  in  Ustening  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  whether  at  all  moments  of 
his  speech  he  remembered  what  this 
Bill  was.  It  is  a  Bill  for  enabUng  a 
ceitain  number  of  schools  and  classes  to 
be  carried  on  for  one  year,  and  one  year 
only.  Why  should  that  Bill  settle  any 
principle  at  all  1  Why  should  a  Bill 
which  is  only  a  temporary  expedient  to 
correct  an  error  in  the  interpretation  of 
the  law — [Cries  of  "  No,  no."]  Surely 
it  could  not  be  denied  that  the  law  had 
been  wrongly  interpreted  by  the  school 
boards,  and  even  by  the  Vice-Presidents 
of  the  Council,  who  had  given  their 
blessing  to  these  schools  !  This  is  a  Bill 
which  is  only  intended  to  operate  for  one 
year,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
told  us  that  a  complete  Bill  is  to  be  intro- 
duced next  year.  But  when  that  Bill  is 
introduced  we  shall  have  to  discuss  all 
these  questions  over  again.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  said  that  this  Bill  is 
not  to  set  up  a  permanent  authority.  Of 
course  not.  That  permanent  authority 
is  to  be  set  up  next  year,  and  why  should 
we  discuss  now  all  these  questions  on  a 
temporary  Bill  ? 

Let  me  tell  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  we  are  not  moved,  in  regard 
to  the  position  we  take  up,  by  a  bUnd 
devotion  to  school  boards.    It  is  nothing 


of  the  kind.  What  we  care  about  is  to- 
see  this  educational  work  properly  done,., 
and  efficiently  done.  We  do  fear 
that  there  will  be  a  general  stoppage  o£ 
these  higher  grade  and  evening  continua- 
tion  schools.  I  beUeve  that  perhaps  the 
large  majority  of  the  local  authoritiea. 
proposed  to  be  set  up  by  this  Bill  will 
allow  the  school  boards  to  go  on  with, 
their  work.  But  we  do  fear  that, 
there  will  be  some  cases  in  which  there 
will  be  a  stoppage,  and  we  further  fear, 
that  in  many  cases  there  will  be  a  regret- 
table delay  in  the  communications  be^ 
tween  the  local  authorities  and  the- 
school  boards  which  will  prevent  the 
schools  being  carried  on  as  soon  as  desir- 
able. The  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  Dartf ord  laid  stress  on  the  fact,  due  to- 
his  own  experience,  that  there  will  be 
friction  arising  from  the  subjection  oi 
one  electing  body  to  another.  More 
especially  will  this  be  in  the  case  oL 
borough  councils,  where  the  two  bodies- 
are  elected  by  the  same  electorate,  and  ia 
the  same  areas  ;  and  that  will  prevent,  as^ 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Dartf  ord  well 
knows,  the  question  being  approached 
next  session  in  the  pacific  and  reasonable 
spirit  with  which  it  ought  to  be  ap- 
proached.  The  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury says  that  there  are  only  two  courses* 
open  to  the  Government.  The  first  is  to- 
allow  the  school  boards  to  go  on  in  the 
way  hitherto  followed,  and  which  the^ 
courts  of  law  have  declared  to  be  illegal-- 
I  understand  his  objection  to  that  course^ 
and  that  it  is  quite  a  tenable  position- 
But  then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  says, 
that  the  only  alternative  is  the  proposal 
contained  in  the  Bill,  which  is  to  subject 
the  school  boards  to  the  control  of  the 
county  and  borough  councils.  Surely 
there  is  a  third  course— namely,  to  main- 
tain the  status  quo  for  a  year  only.  By/ 
maintaining  the  status  quo  I  do  not. 
mean  that  the  school  boards  are  to  be 
allowed  to  go  on  doing  what  they  have 
done  at  their  own  free  will  and  pleasure, 
but  that  they  are  to  go  on  doing  it  under 
the  control  ol  the  Education  Department,, 
which  \idll  show  them  that  they  are  not. 
entitled  to  carry  out  their  own  free  will, 
and  pleasure  in  individual  cases,  and. 
which  will  prevent  any  abuse  of  their- 
rights.  I  put  it  to  the  Committee  that 
there  is  no  committal  on  the  part  of  the: 
House  to  any  principle  if  we  allow  the-.. 
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school  boards  to  go  on  for  one  year  only, 
in  the  course  they  have  followed,  subject 
to  the  control  of  the  Education  Depart- 
ment, which  will  show  to  everyone  con- 
cerned that  the  school  boards  are  not 
doing  the  work  of  their  own  power. 
The  Amendment  which  has  been  sug- 
gested by  the  hon.  Member  for  Rossen- 
dale  would  be  a  proper  compromise,  al- 
though many  of  us  on  this  side  of  the 
House  would  have  liked  to  have  gone 
much  further.  It  is,  we  think,  how- 
ever, a  reasonable  concession  which  may 
be  made  by  the  Government.  I  wiU  not 
go  on  to  argue  the  larger  question  raised 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
about  the  future  constitution  of  the 
authority  for  secondary  education,  for  1 
do  not  think  that  ought  to  arise  on  this 
Bill.  The  reason  why  I  regret  the  course 
the  Government  have  taken  in  objecting 
to  this  compromise  suggested  by  my  hon. 
friend  is  that  there  will  be  no  saving  of 
time,  that  it  will  bring  us  face  to  face 
next  session  with  an  irritated  state  of 
mind,  and  that  we  shall  not  have  the 
43ame  chance  of  setthng  in  a  reasonable 
and  temperate  way  a  question  which 
might  be  settled  without  political  con- 
"troversy  such  as  this  Bill  will  give  rise  to. 

*Mr.  MATHER  (Lancashire,  Rossen- 
-dale)  said  that  as  his  proposed  Amend- 
ment had  been  mentioned  by  almost  every 
speaker  in  the  debate  he  might  be  per- 
mitted to  say  a  few  words  as  to  the  attitude 
he  had  assumed  on  this  very  important 
question.  He  was  sure  that  many 
hon.  Members  on  the  other  side  as 
well  as  that  side  of  the  House  would 
agree  with  him  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Dartford  had 
done  himself  great  honour  by  the  speech 
which  he  had  delivered,  devoid  as  it  was 
of  all  party  animus,  and  obviously 
devoted  to  the  great  cause  of  education. 
This  was  an  occasion  unique  in  the  history 
of  educational  legislation,  where  a  fair 
compromise  might  be  arrived  at  without 
any  further  dicussion  of  an  acrimonious 
character,  without  any  delay  in  business 
procedure — a  delay  which  would  be 
almost  calamitous  at  this  period  of  the 
session.  He  thought  hon.  Gentlemen 
-on  the  Ministerial  side  of  the  House 
v:ahould  consider  that  they  had  in  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Dartford 
-a  sort  of  "  Daniel  come  to  judgment." 
Mr.  Bryce. 


With  all  due  respect  to  the  right  hon.  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion and  others  sitting  on  the  Govern- 
ment benches,  there  was  no  one  to 
compare  with  hif  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Dartford,  who,  in  educar 
tional  legislation,  spoke  with  the 
authority  of  successful  experience,  and 
not  as  a  scribe.  That  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  the  author  of  the  most 
important  Education  Bill  which  had 
passed  this  House  since  1870 — a  Bill 
which  had  brought  to  the  yonng  people 
of  almost  every  town,  village,  and- hamlet 
in  this  country  a  certain  amount  of 
technical  and  scientific  instruction  in 
relation  to  their  various  callings  in  life 
which  they  could  not  possibly  have  had 
but  for  the  compromise  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  made  on  behalf  Jcrf 
the  Government  of  the  day  in  passing 
the  Technical  Instruction  Act  in  1889. 
They  were  entitled  to  regard  the  appeal 
which  that  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
made  to-night  to  the  Leader  of  the 
House  and  his  friends  around  him  as 
of  the  greatest  possible  interest  and  sig- 
nificance. The  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury had  answered  that  appeal  by  sug- 
gesting that  the  Government  would  lose 
prestige  in  the  country,  and  the  con- 
fidence of  his  own  party,  by  giving  way 
to  the  recommendation  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Dartford,  and  by  adopting 
the  Amendment,  or  something  like  it> 
which  he  suggested. 

The  [First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  had 
defended  his  position  by  a  statement 
which  could  not  be  substantiated  by  the 
facts  of  the  case.  He  spoke  of  what  he 
called  the  essential  principle  of  the  Bill 
as  the  new  Secondary  Education 
Authority.  But  the  Secondary  Educa^ 
tion  Authority  proposed  incidentally  in 
the  Bill  to  be  constituted  of  Municipal 
Councils  in  the  future  had  no  relation 
whatever  to  what  the  Committee  were 
discussing,  namely,  the  means  of  carry- 
ing on  for  one  year  higher  grade  elemen- 
tary schools  and  classes.  That  was  the 
essential  principle  of  the  Bill  At  this 
moment  the  Government  had  not  decided 
that  the  education  imparted  in  the  higher 
grade  schools  was  secondary  education, 
in  the  sense  in  which  all  the  civilised  coun- 
tries in  the  world  regarded  secondary 
education.  The  judges  in  the  Cockerton 
case  had  declined  to  define  what  was 
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Secondary  education,  or  to  draw  the  line 
between  secondary  and  elementary  edu- 
cation ;   they  left  this  to  the  House  to 
determina  The  higher  grade  elementary 
schools  in  Eng^nd  were  not  to  be  com- 
pared  with    the  secondary   schools   of 
Germany  and  America.    The  Gockerton 
judgment   had    simply   proved  that  in 
the  Act  of  1870  there  were  certain  subjects 
not  included,  which  had  been  taught  in 
board  schools  under  the  term  of  higher 
elementary   education,  and    that  these 
were  not  legal.    If  the  secondary  educa- 
tion of. which   the   Government   spoke 
had  been  defined  by  Parliament  to  be  the 
higher   elementary   education   and  the 
higher-grade  education  which  the  school 
boards  had  given  for  so  many  years,  there 
might  be  some  reason  for  the  Grovern- 
ment  creating  a  secondary  authority  to 
take   charge    of   it.      But,   since    there 
was  no  definition  of   secondary  educa- 
tion   by     statute,     why     should     the 
Government    make     another    step    in 
the   wrong   direction,    and    establish  a 
secondary  education  authority  only  for 
higher  elementary  education  when  no 
such    authority    was    required  ?      The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  had  laid  great 
stress  on   the  fact  that  many  Members 
on  both  sides  of  the  House  would  probably 
recognise  that  in  the  future  educational 
authority  which  was  to  be  constituted 
throughout   the    country   there  should 
be  a  very  large   infusion  of   the  local 
authority  of  each  district.    On  that  point 
he  entirely  agreed  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.    But  while  the  major  portion 
of  the  future  authority  for  secondary 
education  might  consist  of  the  municipal 
councils   and  the  local  authorities,  the 
House  had  not  yet  agreed  as  to  the  com- 
position of  the  other  portion.     No  de- 
cision had  been  come  to  as  to  whether 
that  portion  of  the  authority  should  be 
elected  ad  hoc,  or  be  composed  of  members 
of  certain  associations  and  bodies  through- 
out the  country,  duly  delegated  under  an 
Act  of  Parliament  to  take  part  in  the 
educational  work  of  the  country.    The 
Vice-President  of  the  Council,  in  intro- 
ducing the  Education  (No.  1)  Bill,  gave 
no  indication,  when  pressed,  of  what  the 
future  authority  should  be.     Beyond  the 
fact  that  the  majority  of  the  members  of 
the  authority  should  be  drawn  from  the 
municipal  councils,  the  matter  was  left 
entirely   in   the    air.    The    Committee, 


therefore,  in  considering  this  short  Bill,, 
were  still  working  in  the  dark.  They 
had  not,  at  present,  as  he  understood 
the  ruling  of  the  Chairman,  the  right  or 
power  to  discuss  the  secondary  education 
authority  of  the  future.  The  Bill  did 
not  propose  to  create  that  authority 
now.  In  its  preamble,  and  in  almost 
every  line  except  those  he  proposed  to 
exclude  by  his  Amendment,  the  Bill, 
simply  meant  that  things  should  go  on 
exactly  as  before,  that  it  should  be 
lawful  for  one  year  for  local  authorities 
to  give  money  for  the  work  of  school 
boards  in  higher  elementary  schools  and . 
classes ;  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  school 
boards  to  accept  money  from  local  autho- 
rities to  carry  on  the  same  education 
they  have  hitherto  given,  and  that  it 
should  be  lawful  for  the  Board  of  Educa^ 
tion  to  sanction  the  class  of  teaching 
which  the  school  boards  had  hitherto- 
given  under  the  authority  of  the  Board 
of  Education.  He  asked  the  Leader  of 
the  House,  therefore,  whether  it  was 
fair  to  charge  those  on  that  side  of  the 
House  with  party  spirit  because  they 
proposed  a  simple  Amendment  such  as 
that  he  had  put  down  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Committee,  which 
carried  out  the  whole  of  the  essential 
principles  of  the  Bill 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  dissented. 

^Mr.  MATHER  asked  in  what  particu- 
lars it  failed  to  carry  out  the  essential 
principles  of  the  Bill  The  Government 
proposed  to  give  the  local  authorities 
power  to  find  the  money  legally  to 
carry  on  certain  schools  and  classes  for 
one  year,  which  the  Cockerton  judg- 
ment found  at  present  unlawful.  So  did 
the  Amendment.  The  Government  pro- 
posed that  school  boards  should  be  able  to 
accept  that  money  legally.  The  Opposi- 
tion was  entirely  with  them.  The 
Amendment  proposed  that  it  should  be 
spent  under  the  control  and  direction  of 
the  Board  of  Educatiop,  and  not  under 
that  of  a  Municipal  Council,  for  one 
year.  The  Board  of  Education  was 
the  supreme  authority  to  direct  the 
education  of  this  country.  So  far 
as  legislation  had  gone,  there  was 
no  higher  authority.  The  Board  had 
done  its  work  during  many  years  and 
under  many  difficulties  with  great  credit 
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%0  itself.  There  appeared  to  be  at  present 
:soine  difficulty  on  that  Board,  but  he 
^wrould  not  enter  upon  that  matter  now. 
At  any  rate,  the  supporters  of  the  Amend- 
ment were  at  one  with  the  Government, 
if  they  would  agree  to  a  simple  Bill  for 
carrying  on  for  one  year  the  education  to 
which  they  had  been  accustomed  for  the 
last  twenty  years,  and  for  bringing  in  the 
local  authority  only  as  suggested  in  his 
Amendment ;  but  they  could  not  agree 
that  the  local  authorities  should  be 
established  as  the  secondary  education 
authority  unless  they  had  an  oppor- 
tunity, with  the  Speaker  in  the  Chair, 
of  being  able  to  discuss  with  the 
<Jovernment  the  question  of  the  best 
secondary  education  authority  under 
which  these  schools  should  be  placed 
permanently  in  the  future. 

He  was  of  a  sanguine  disposition,  and 
^was  not  without  hope  that  even  yet  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  would  see  his 
^way  to  modify  the  somewhat  harsh  posi- 
tion he  had  taken  up.    The  Opposition 
were    not    moved    by    party    spirit   in 
this  matter.     They  were  anxious  only 
for    the     education     of    the    country. 
They    were    desirous    of    seeing    that 
which  had  been  of  such  service  in  the 
past  placed  for  one  year  more  in  the 
liappy  position  it  had  occupied  for  so 
many  years.    But  in  order  to  meet  the 
^5ases  which  had  been  presented  from 
time  to  time,  in  which  the  Vice-President 
had   shown    that    some    abuse    of    the 
liberty  enjoyed  by  school  boards  had  been 
possible,  the  Amendment  proposed  that 
the   Board   of   Education   should   take 
entire  control  of  the  matter,  and  deter- 
mine the  subjects  that  should  or  should 
not  be  taught.  If  the  matter  were  treated 
in  a  proper  spirit,  without  party  strife, 
it  would  be  possible,  without  prolonging 
the  debate  over  that  night,  to  pass  the 
Bill,  and  get  on  at  once  to  other  matters 
•of  great  and  pressing  national  importance. 
He,   therefore,    begged  the   right   hon. 
Gentleman  to  consider  the  weight  of 
^argument  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the 
House,  and,  if  possible,  to  modify  his 
position,  so  that  the  Bill  might  be  passed 
^th  the  consent  of  all  educationists  on 
both  sides  of  the  House.         JJ   ^ 

Mr.  BOUSFIELD  (Hackney,  N.)  felt 
■sure  that  at  least  80  percent,  of  Members 
•of  the  House  would  have  been  glad  if,  as 

Mr.  Mather, 


the  result  of  the  discussion,  some  arrange- 
ment could  have  been  arrived  at  which 
would  secure  the  object  in  view,  and  at 
the  same  time  not  give  away  the  principle. 
But  no  one  could  have  been  surpnlsed 
that  the  Leader  of  the  House  did  not  see 
in  the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member 
for   the   Rossendale    Division  a   proper 
basis  of  such  a  compromise.     He  himself 
could  not  assent  to  the  view  of  the  right 
hon.    Gentleman   the   Member   for  the 
Dartford    division    that    the    question 
between   the   two   parties   was    a    very 
trivial  one,  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  could 
he  see]anything  in  the  course  of  the  debate 
to  justify  the  assertion  of  Members  on 
the  other  side  that  this  Bill  was  the  first 
step  in  an    educational  revolution.    If 
the  Committee  realised  that  they  had  a 
practical  question  to  deal  with,  it  might 
greatly  shorten  the  discussion,  and  help 
them  to  find  a  way  out  of  the  difficulty. 
Hon.   Members  opposite  cheered  when 
the  Member  for  the  Dartford  Division 
suggested    an    arrangement.     But    an 
arrangement  which  gave  up  the  whole 
matter  in  controversy  to  the   views  of 
one  side  could  hardly  be  called  an  arrange- 
ment at  aU.     If  any  arrangement  was 
made  it  should  be  one  in  which  each  side 
gave  up  something,   but  nothing  that 
was  essential,  and  he  beUeved  that  such 
an    arrangement     was     possible.      The 
Amendment  which  had  been  suggested 
as  a  basis  of  a  compromise,  however, 
would  give  away  that  for  which   the 
supporters  of  the  Bill  were  contending, 
and  would  not  solve  the  practical  diffi- 
culties with  which  the  Committee  were 
faced.     He  did  not  agree  that  any  great 
principle  was  at  stake  in  the  sense  of 
endeavouring  to  establish  a  new  principle. 
The  right  hon.   Gentleman  had  stated 
that  the  principle  he  had  in  view  waB 
that  of  the  local  authority  being  the 
body  charged  with  secondary  education. 
He  heartily  assented  to  that  principle, 
and  to  the  view  that  nothing  should  be 
done  by  the  present  Bill  to  interfere  with 
it.    But  the  Committee  should  remember 
that  that  was  not  a  new  principle.    It 
was  established  in  1889,  when  county 
councils    and    certain    local    authoritieB 
were  made  the  authorities  for  technical 
education,  and  empowered  to  find  funds 
to  a  certain  amount  for  that  purpose. 
That   principle   was   confirmed   in   the 
episode  of  the  whisky  xmoney.  and  the 
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<50unty  councils  were  continued  as  the 
authorities    to    distribute  the  fund   in 
relation    to    technical    education.    But 
there  was  a  question  of  diflFerence  not 
touched  by  the  Amendment,  and  which 
had  not  been  dealt  with  in  the  debate, 
and  that   was   the   practical   difficulty 
created    by    the    CocKcrton    judgment. 
There  was  the  question  of  overlapping. 
That  evil  had  been  absolutely  stopped 
by  the  Cockerton  judgment,   and   the 
difficulty  created  by  that  judgment  had 
to  be  met  without  renewing  the  difficulty 
which    that    judgment    removed.    The 
first  essential,  therefore,  was  to  provide 
in  some  way  that  the  two  sets  of  authori- 
ties,  who   were  now  treading  on  one 
another's  toes,  the  one  being  lawfully 
charged  with  secondary  education,  and  the 
•other  having  unlawfully  taken  the  field, 
•should  meet  together  and  find  a  modus 
Vivendi  for  the  year.    That  was  the  main 
question  before  the  Committtee,  and  it 
was  not  provided  for  by  the  Amendment. 
It  was  suggested  that  the  matter  should 
be  left  to  the  Board  of  Education.    Such 
a  compromise  would  not  work  at  all. 
The  question  was  very  complicated,  by 
reason     not   of  its   wide   ramifications, 
but  of  the   multiplicity  of  its  details. 
In  every   district  in  which  this  over- 
lapping existed  there  were  two  sets  of 
schools,    the   one   run    by   the    school 
board  and  the    other    by  the  county 
council,  deaUng  with  the  same  subjects. 
Nobody  knew — except  the  school  boards 
and  the  county  councils,  and  they  knew 
very  well  indeed — what  were  the  diffi- 
culties between  them ;  they  knew  ex- 
actly  on    what   subjects   the   one   was 
emptying  the  class-rooms  of  the  other ; 
they  knew  exactly  where  they  had  one 
set  of  pupils  with  two  schools,  each  with 
a  half-set  of  pupils;  and  if  they  could 
just    meet    together    and    discuss    the 
matter  they  could  in  the  simplest  way 
possible  solve  the  difficulty.    That  was 
the  object  of  the  Bill—to  bring  the  two 
authorities  together  to  settle  the  terms 
on  which   the   matter  should   proceed 
during    this    year.    Those    who    were 
unlawfully  working  in  the  field  would 
have  to  submit  to  some  sort  of  terms 
from  those  who  were  lawfully  working, 
so  that  the  schools  which  were  requir^ 
and  were  doing  good  might  be  carried  on. 
In  the  cases  where  they  were  not  doing 


be  made  for  having  only  one  set  of  schools; 
in  other  cases,  doubtless,  the  county 
council  would  permit  them  to  go  on. 
The  form  of  the  Bill  was  perhaps  a 
Uttle  unfortunate  in  one  or  two  ways, 
and  had  been  misunderstood  by  some 
authorities  in  the  country.  The  school 
boards  in  some  places  ddd  not  under- 
stand why  they  should  go  to  the  county 
councils,  and  in  some  paces  the  county 
councils  did  not  quite  understand  what 
was  proposed.  He  beUeved  that  all  the 
Bill  intended  was  that  the  two  authorities 
should  meet  together  in  cases  where 
there  was  overlapping,  and  that  where 
overlapping  did  not  obtain  the  existing 
system  during  the  year  should  not  be 
touched  at  all.  If  the  Committee  would 
get  rid  of  the  idea  that  they  were  dis- 
cussing the  whole  question  of  secondary 
education  he  thought  that  some  arrange- 
ment might  still  be  arrived  at,  but  it 
could  not  be  on  the  basis  of  the  Amend- 
ment under  discussion. 


Mr.     ASQUITH    (Fifeshire,    E.) :    I 
should   not  detain  the  Committee  for 
more  than  two  or  three  minutes,  but  I 
wish  at  this  early  stage  of  our  proceedings 
to  add  my  voice  to  those  which  have 
already    been   raised   in   support   of    a 
course  which  I  am  certain,  if  the  Govern- 
ment could  see  their  way  to  adopt  it, 
would    lead    to    a    speedy   and    pacific 
settlement  of  the  temporary  difficulty 
with  which  alone  we  are  at  present  con- 
cerned.   Let   me   say   at   once   that   I 
demur  entirely — and  in  this  respect  I 
agree  with  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
who  has  just  spoken — ^to  the  doctrine 
which  appeared  to  be  propounded  by  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  that  we  are 
by  the  passing  of  this  Bill  settUng  any 
principle  of  ^ucation  whatsoever.     In 
whatever  form  this  Bill  is  passed,  it  will  be 
perfectly  open  to  all  of  us  in  the  next 
session  of  ParUament,  when  the  Govern- 
ment come  forward  with  their  settled 
scheme,  to  discuss  that  scheme  with  free 
and  unfettered  hands,  and  it  will  not 
be  possible  for  anybody  to  say  that  the 
House  of  Commons  in  this  session  of 
Parliament,  by  its  decision  in  regard  to 
the  best  method  of  dealing  with  a  special 
emergency,  has  precluded  its  judgment 
as  to  the  ultimate  educational  authority 


\  throughout  the  country.    I  would  say 
good  no  doubt  some  arrangement  would   further — and  I  am  not  ^^^S^-^^f^^s 
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matter  in  any  controversial  spirit — 
that  even  from  his  own  point  of  view, 
if  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  is 
anxious  to  get  on  the  Statute-book  in 
this  inchoate  and  anticipatory  form 
some  kind  of  parliamentary  recognition 
of  the  fitness  of  municipal  authorities 
for  educational  work,  he  is  doing  a  very 
ill-service  to  the  cause  of  education  by 
introducing  it  in  this  extremely  irritating 
form.  It  would  be  far  better  that  the 
question  of  what  the  ultimate  educational 
authority  shall  be — a  question  on  which 
there  are  wide  differences  of  opinion 
among  educationists  not  corresponding 
with  the  Unes  of  party  cleavage^ — 
should  be  decided  altogether  apart  from 
the  temporary  and  transient  embarrass- 
ments of  the  Cockerton  judgment. 

That  being  so,  I  ask  the  Committee  to 
consider  for  a  few  minutes  what  is  the  best 
way  to  deal  with  the  difficulty.  Two 
courses  of  dealing  with  the  emergency 
have  been  suggested— one  is  to  give  the 
power  of  sanctioning  the  continuance  of 
irregularities  for  a  twelvemonth  to  the 
county  and  borough  councils,  and  the 
other  is  to  give  the  power  to  the  Board 
of  Education.  That  is  what  the  whole 
thing  amounts  to.  As  practical  men, 
who  want  to  deal  with  this  matter  in  a 
practical  way,  we  have  to  decide  which 
of  these  two  courses  is  the  best.  I 
happen  to  know  something  about  the 
Cockerton  judgment,  and  I  find  that  the 
most  extraordinary  misapprehensions 
even  now  prevail  as  to  what  was  actually 
decided  in  that  case.  May  I  tell  the 
Committee  what  was  decided  ?  The 
most  extraordinary  misapprehensions 
prevailed  as  to  what  was  decided  by  the 
Cockerton  judgment.  Two  propositions, 
and  two  only,  were  decided.  The  first 
is  that  it  is  not  legal  at  the  expense  of  the 
rates  to  give  instruction  to  persons  who 
are  not  children.  The  second  is  that 
it  is  not  legal  to  give  instruction  in  any 
subject  which  is  not  prescribed  by  the 
Whitehall  Code.  These  two  propositions, 
and  no  others,  were  decided  to  be  the  law. 
I  have  mentioned  this  matter  for  the 
purpose  of  clearing  up  a  matter  upon 
which  there  appears  to  be  a  good 
deal  of  general  misapprehension.  The 
Cockerton  judgment  says  you  cannot 
give  education  to  anybody  who  is  not 
a  child  at  the  expense  of  the  rates,  but 
it  leaves  entirely  unsolved  the  question — 

Mr.  AsquUh. 


What  is  a  child  1  It  does  not  decide 
when  a  human  being  ceases  to  be  a  child. 
This  is  a  question  upon  which  the 
Cockerton  judgment  says  nothing.  It 
says  that  you  are  not  to  give  educatioa 
in  any  subject  which  is  prescribed  by  the 
Whitehall  Code,  but  it  leaves  entirely 
unsolved  the  question  as  to  what  are  the 
limits  of  the  education  which  the  White- 
hall Code  may  prescribe.  The  Judges 
were  most  careful  not  to  define  any 
superior  limit  to  elementary  education. 
The  result  is  that  the  body,  whatever  it  is, 
which  has  to  determine  whether  the 
school  boards  shall  continue  this  work 
will  have  to  answer  two  questions  on 
which  the  law  as  at  present  decided 
throws  no  light,  and  which,  if  the  decision 
is  left  to  the  local  authorities,  may  be 
decided  in  one  way  in  one  place  and  in 
another  way  in  another  place.  The 
local  authorities  will  have  to  determine 
most  difficult  and  delicate  leg^  questions, 
without  any  canon  or  guide  to  secure 
that  their  decisions  will  be  uniform.  If 
that  is  the  case,  would  it  not  be  far  better 
to  leave  the  determination  of  these  ques- 
tions to  ah  authority  like  the  Boaid  of 
Education,  which,  though  not  judicift^ 
is  free  from  all  local  prepossessions  and 
prejudices,  and  which  has  at  its  dispos^ 
the  best  expert  advice  in  the  countrjv 
and  which  can  lay  down  uniform  rules 
to  prevent  classes  from  being  capriciously 
closed  in  one  place  and  continued  in 
another  1  It  is  a  mere  question  of  ad- 
ministration to  meet  a  passing  emer- 
gency ;  and  the  most  practical  and 
business-like  method  is  to  leave  it  to  the 
Board  of  Education. 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  (Manchester, 
N.E.)  asked  whether  this  discussion  was 
in  order. 

*Thb  CHAIRMAN  :  The  Amendment 
before  the  Committee  practically  raises 
the  whole  principle  of  the  Bill.  When 
the  Committee  comes  to  a  decision  on 
the  Amendment — as  I  suppose  it  wil 
some  time — and  if  it  rejects  the  AmendJ 
ment,  it  will  assert  that  Sub-section  1 
stands  part  of  the  Bill,  and  that  will 
exclude  all  the  alternative  suggestions 
which  are  now  being  made. 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  Upon  a  point  of  order 
I  wish  to  ask  a  question.    The  present 
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Amendment    is    o.ie    to    exclude    local 
authorities  from  having  anything  to  do 
with  the  matter  at  all.     Surely  that  will 
not  exclude  an  Amendment  which  recog-  [ 
nses  the  action  of  the  local  authority, 
and  which  associates  something  else  with  i 
the  local  authority.     Surely  there  is  a  | 
marked   difference   between   these   two 
propositions  | 

*The  chairman  :  I  should  not  like  j 
to  expres  j  an  opinion  with  regard  to  the  j 
merits  of  a  particular  Amendment.    All  i 
I  wish  to  say  is  that  the  general  principle  I 
of  sub-section  1  will  be  aflfirmed  by  this 
decision,  and  if  that  is  so  then  any  p  o- 
posals  for  leaving  matters  as  they  are  or 
for  establishing  another  authority  alto- 
gether or  for  negativing  the  power  of 
the  local  authority  would  naturally  fall 
to  the  ground.  , 

*SiR    RICHARD    JEBB    (Cambridge 
University)  said  that  the  work  contem- 
plated was  of  a  scope  which  the  Board 
of  Education  could  not  possibly  perform. 
The  problem  was  essentially  a  local  one. 
The  Board  could  only  obtain  the  neces- 
sary local  knowledge  by  holding  a  series 
of  inquiries,  which  would  take  time,  and 
if  sanction  had  to  be  given  at  all  it  had  to  | 
be  given  within  a  very  limited  period. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just 
spoken  had  protested  against  the  Bill 
being  regardeii  as  settling  any  principle. 
He  said  that  next  session  when  the  Bill 
was  introduced  they  must  come  to  the 
question  with  an  absolutely  open  mind. 
But  if  the  Government  had  simply  sus- 
pended the  Cockerton  judgment  for  a 
year    they  would  have  been  endorsing 
the  principle  that  school  boards  were  the 
proper  authorities  to  undertake  the  con- 
trol of  education  above  the  elementary 
stage.    [Opposition  cries  of  **  No,  no.'*] 
He  maintained  that  that  was  so,  because 
if  the  Cockerton  judgment  had  had  no 
existence,  and  if  the  school  boards  could 
have  gone  on  spending  the  school  board 
rate  on   any    kind   of    education   they 
pleased,  there  would  have  been  no  limit 
^  the  field  of  secondary  education  over 
which    they    could    have    spread    their 
operations     Was  it  not  certain  that  in 
these  circumstances  the  school   boards 
would  have  strengthened  their  hold  on 
tbis  field  and   have   been  in   a   much 
stronger  position  at  the  end  of  the  year 
tban  at  the  beginning  ] 
VOL.  XCVIL      [Fourth  Series.] 


Had    the    Government    adopted    this 
course  they  would  have  been  recognising 
the    principle   that    the    school    board 
was  a  proper  authority  not   only   for 
primary     education,     but     for     higher 
education     also.        He     thought     the 
course    adopted    by    the    Government 
was  the  only  proper  one  under  the  cir- 
cumstances.    They   had   heard   a  good 
deal  about  the  friction  which  was  likely 
to   arise,    but    everything   appeared    to 
indicate  that  there  would   be  no  such 
friction.     He   looked   with   great   hope- 
fulness to  the  future.     It  had  been  said 
that  upon  the  Ministerial  benches  they 
had  no  desire  except  to  disparage  the 
work  of  school  boards  and  higher  ele- 
mentary  schools.     He   fully   recognised 
the  good  work  which  the  higher  grade 
schools  had  done,  for  they  had  supplied 
a  great  deficiency  in  education,  and  all 
praise  to  them  for  having  done  so.  Every- 
one  interested   in   education   was  fully 
aware  of  the  good  work  which  had  been 
done  in   this   way,    but   because  school 
boards    had  done  some   good  work»  in 
'  secondary    education    during    a    transi- 
j  tional  period,  it  did  not  follow  that  when  at 
j  last  we  organised  our  secondary  education 
we  desired  to  constitute  them  the  per- 
manent authority  for  that  purpose.     He 
thought  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
were   a   sufficient   justification    for   the 
course  which  had  been  adopted  by  the 
Government. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  (Carnarvon 
Boroughs)  said  that  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  and  especially 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  were  re- 
sponsible for  prolonged  debate.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  not  make 
a  temporary  arrangement,  but  would 
insist  on  laying  down  a  principle  which 
should  be  the  permanent  principle  for 
secondary  education  in  the  future.  The 
First  Lord  insisted  that  they  should 
have  a  Second  Reading  debate  on  a  Bill 
which  was  to  be  produced  next  year, 
and  which  the  House  knew  nothing 
about.  It  was  a  perfectly  novel  pro- 
ceeding, unheard  of  before,  and  the 
First  Lord  was  responsible  for  the  whole 
thing.  He  was  one  of  those  who  believed 
in  having  county  authorities  for  second- 
ary education.  The  principle  had  been 
tried  in  Wales,  and  had  been  working 
for  years  with  absolute  success.     Indeed, 
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he  would  be  glad  to  see  county  autho-  (  schools.     Surely  that  was  a  very  serious 


rities  have  control,  so  far  as  Wales  was 
CO  icerned,  of  elementary  education.  In 
no  respect  had  the  present  principle  been 
a  greater  success  than  in  the  avoidance 
of  sectarian  controversy.  He  did  not 
know  any  place  where  such  contro- 
versy ran  keener  than  in  Wales.     Yet 


thing  to  do.  If  the  county  councils  were 
to  ha-ve  any  real  authority  to  promote 
and  assist  education  in  any  way  there 
might  be  something  to  be  said  for  the 
proposal  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury; 
but  the  only  thing  which  the  county 
councils   would    be  able  to  do  was  to 


The  school  boards  were  subject  to  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Council,  but  the 
county  councils  would  not  have  any 
responsibility.  The  only  way  in  which  the 
county  governing  bodies  could  exercise 
their  functions  at  all  was  by  stopping  the 


when  they  came  to  Wales  now  they  were  j  retard  education.  They  could  only 
clear  of  it.  That  showed,  therefore,  \  exercise  their  authority  in  one  way,  and 
that  as  far  as  he  was  concerned,  at  any  ,  they  had  no  responsibility, 
rate,  he  was  not  afraid  of  the  establish- 
mtnt  of  this  principle  in  regard  to 
secondary  education. 

The  point  to  which  he  took  objection 
was    this.     The    First    Lord    said    they ; 
were    establishing    a    principle.     What , 

principle  ?  They  were  establishing  the  work  of  the  school  boards,  and  so  saving 
principle  that  county  councils  were  to !  something  to  the  ratepayers.  That 
govern  secondary  education.  But  that '  showed  clearly  what  were  the  intentions 
was  not  what  was  proposed  by  the  Bill  I  of  the  Government.  Under  no  circum- 
that  was  withdrawn.  That  measure  |  stances  could  education  profit.  For  his 
proposed  that  county  governing  bodies  own  part  he  did  not  believe  in  these 
should  be  established.  He  could  under-  small  school  boards  in  rural  districts ; 
stand  a  proposal  of  that  kind,  but  that '  he  was  in  favour  of  larger  areas ;  he 
was  not  the  principle  established  by  this  j  should  not  mind  if  they  were  county 
Bill.  Secondary  education  in  Wales  was  areas,  and  he  should  be  still  more  pleased 
governed  by  a  county  governing  body,  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  his  Bill 
Now  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  *  next  year  proposed  to  give  i>ower  to  the 
proposed  that  the  county  councils,  which  |  smaller  county  councils  to  federate,  and 
were  a  totally  different  body,  should  !  if  there  was  the  same  authority  in  regard 
control  secondary  education.  That  was  |  to  elementary  education  as  in  regard  to 
the  principle  established  by  this  Bill,  •  secondary  education.  Under  the  pro- 
and  it  was  a  totally  diiferent  thing  from  ,  posal  before  the  Committee  the  local 
what  was  proposed  before.  The  way  in  '  authorities  would  have  no  pride  in  their 
which  it  was  proposed  to  establish  this '  work,  and  the  only  way  they  could 
principle  was  the  very  worst  in  the  world. 
They  were  now  asked  not  merely  to 
establish  a  principle,  but  to  give  power 
to    the    county    councils    to    deal    with  j 

higher  grade  education.  They  were  ■  That  was  the  only  boast  they  would  be 
asked  to  give  the  county  councils  this  |  able  to  make.  What  kind  of  statesman- 
power  before  they  had  got  any  organisa- 1  ship  was  that  ?  It  demonstrated  clearly 
tion  to  carry  on  the  work  and  before  what  the  object  of  the  Government  wu, 
they  had  had  any  experience.  What  1  and  under  no  circumstances  could  educa- 
hippened  in  Yorkshire  ?  There  they  i 
had  a  number  of  higher  grade  schools 
and  grammar  schools,  and  only  three  1 
technical     schools     under    the    county ! 

council.  The  higher  grade  schools  were  ,  councils  should  be  the  educational  autho- 
under  the  school  board,  and  the  grammar  nty  ;  it  was  the  knowledge  that  in  some 
schools  were  under  other  authorities. '  cases  the  power  would  be  utiHsed  so  as  to 
This  Bill  proposed  that  the  whole  of  the  I  put  up  elementary  education  at  a  sort  of 
schools  should  be  placed,  not  under  the  |  Dutch  auction  between  the  Church 
authority  which  managed  the  majority '  schools  and  the  school  boards.  The 
of  them,  and  which  had  had  the  most  Church  schools  would  say,  "  We  will  do 
experience,  but  under  the  authority  |  this  for  nothing,"  and  where  there  were 
which  had  had  charge  of  only  three  of  the  i  strong  Conservative  town  or  county 
Mr.  Lloyd-George.  Digitized  by  CjOOQ Ic 


exercise  their  functions  would  be  by 
stopping  the  schools,  and  saying  to  the 
electors,  '*  We  have  stopped  these  schoolN 
and  saved  you  a  rate  of  3d.  in  the  pound. 


tion  profit,  for  it  lost  either  way.  The 
real  reason  for  this  Bill  was  not  the 
anxiety  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  establish  the  principle  that  the  county 
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associations  the  business  would  be  handed 
over  to  the  church  schools.  The  desire 
which  animated  the  whole  policy  of  the 
Government  was  to  promote  the  interests 
of  the  sectarian  schools  at  the  expense 
of  the  schools  which  represented  the 
people  of  the  country.  That  was  a  great 
misfortune  in  view  of  the  keen  com- 
mercial competition  in  which  we  were 
engaged  with  other  countries.  In  the 
United  States  they  had  got  education  up 
to  the  age  of  eighteen  practically,  and 
sometimes  up  to  the  age  of  twenty-one. 
In  Germany  the  age  limit  was  sixteen, 
and  while  they  were  engaged  in  this 
Ufe-and-death  competition  with  foreign 
countries  the  English  Pariiament  was 
discussing  a  Bill,  not  for  setting  up  an 
authority  to  stimulate  education,  but  an 
authority  to  cut  down  educational  work 
which  had  hitherto  been  done  by  the 
local  authorities. 

[Mr.  Jeffreys  (Hampshire,' N.)  in'^Jthe 
Chair]. 
Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devonshire,  South 
Molton)  said  he  regretted  the  attitude 
taken  up  by  the  Government  on  this 
question.  He  thought  the  action  the 
Government  had  taken  in  this  debate 
showed  that  they  looked  more  to  party 
advantage  than  to  the  interest  of  ^uca- 
tion.  Most  moderate  views  had  been 
^dressed  to  them  from  both  sides  of 
the  House,  and  there  had  been  absolutely 
no  party  passion  brought  into  the  matter 
at  all.  No  one  could  say  that  during 
the  debate  there  had  been  introduced 
any  party  bias  or  religious  antipathies. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Dartford  Division  and  the  Member 
for  the  Rossendale  Division  had  made  a 
moderate  appeal  to  the  Government, 
and  no  one  could  say  that  these  authori- 
ties were  not  seriously  desirous  of  aiding 
the  education  of  the  country.  When 
two  gentlemen  like  these  had  taken  the 
action  they  had  done  there  could  be  no 
doubt  that  party  bias  was  eliminated 
from  this  matter.  But  there  was  another 
authority  greater  than  these  hon.  Gentle- 
men, and  that  was  the  late  Education 
Minister,  who  wrote  the  other  day  to 
The  Timts,  suggesting  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  legalise  the  action  of  the 
school  boards  for  one  year  in  order  that 
they  might  carry  on  the  work  in  which 
they  had  been  engaged,  and  that  a 
comprehens'.ve      meabure      should      be 


brought  in  next  session.  That  would 
be  U  statesmanlike  course  to  pursue, 
and  it  had  the  advantage  of  having  all 
the  educational  authorities  in  its  favour, 
but  unfortunately  the  Government  had 
seen  fit  to  reject  all  these  appeals.  He 
could  not  but  think  that  the  reason 
was,  as  stated  by  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  that  the  Government  felt 
that  if  they  accepted  the  Amendment 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Rossendale 
Division  it  would  so  shake  their  prestige 
that  they  would  not  be  able  to  pass  any 
Bill  at  all.  He  did  not  agree  with  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  the  pessimistic 
view  he  took  of  the  Unionist  party. 
He  thought  the  Government  might 
withdraw  the  Bill,  as  had  been  suggested. 
They  would  then  show  that  they  placed 
education  before  the  interests  of  party. 
But  if  it  was  a  fact  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  placed  party  before  education, 
he  regretted  it  very  much  indeed.  He 
did  not  think  that  was  the  attitude  on 
that  side  of  the  House.  They  had 
never  made  education  a  party  question  ; 
they  had  always  gone  in  for  educational 
and  not  for  party  advantage ;  what  they 
had  advocated  was  whatever  would 
better  the  education  of  the  people  of 
the  country,  and  he  know  that  that 
was  also  the  position  of  many  hon. 
Gentlemen  on  the  Ministerial  benches. 
He  was  perfectly  certain  that  every  fair- 
minded  person  would  say  that  they  on 
that  side  of  the  House  had  endeavoured 
to  keep  out  religious  bias  from  their 
educational  discussions ;  and,  if  that  had 
been  imported,  it  was  because  they  must 
repel  attacks  made  upon  them  in  the 
country  and  in  this  House.  He  regarded 
education  as  being  one  of  the  most  vital 
subjects  in  which  they  could  engage. 
This  Bill  would  not  do  anything  for 
education.  The  Government  had  a  great 
majority,  but  it  could  do  nothing  under 
the  Bill,  and  the  county  councils  could  do 
nothing,  to  promote  secondary  education. 
He  defied  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  who 
was  one  of  the  most  acute  logicians  and 
one  of  the  most  subtle  reasoners  in  the 
House,  to  show  how  this  Bill  could 
promote  education.  The  Bill  did  not 
give  to  the  county  councils  any  power 
of  initiating  education,  nor  to  the  school 
boards ;  it  only  said  that  the  county 
councils  could  put  their  ban  on  any 
educational  effort  by  the  school  boards  in 
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the  country.     A  great  deal   had  been  I  inspectors  to  find  out  where  there  wa^ 


said  in  the  course  of  the  debate  as  to 
overlapping.  Tf  there  was  overlapping 
he  regretted  it ;  but  he  would  rather 
see  overlapping  on  education  than  any- 
thing else.  He  did  not  see  why  there 
should  not  be  a  continuity  of  policy  in 
education.  There  was  overlapping  in 
armaments,  but  he  would  rather  see 
overlapping  in  education  than  in  arma- 
ments. As  an  agriculturist  he  main- 
tained that  what  they  required  was  a 


competition  in  secondary  education 
would  naturally  cost  money,  would  let 
things  go  on  as  they  were,  and  that 
new  prejudices  would  be  initiated  under 
the  Bill.  He  thought  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Vice-President  ought  to 
have  consulted  the  feelings  of  the  couBtj 
councils  in  this  matter,  and  he  would 
have  found  that  in  scarcely  a  single  in- 
stance would  they  have  agreed  to  having 
this  duty  thrust   upon   them.     He  ^^ 


real  good  secondary  education  on  agricul-  membered  that  in  1896,  when  the  first 
ture ;  but  this  Bill  did  nothing  to  pro- 1  Education  Bill  was  before  the  House, 
mote  agricultural  education,  and  because  the  Devonshire  County  Council,  which 
of  that,  he  strongly  opposed  it.  Then  consisted  of  75  per  cent,  of  the  supporters 
again,  what  effect  would  the  Bill  have  '  of  the  present  Government,  protested 
on  local  government  ?  He  belonged  to  against  the  technical  work  being  thrown 
the  county  council  in  Devonshire,  and  |  upon  them.  He  had  been  told  that  the 
he  knew  that  friction  would  be  set  up  Devonshire  County  Council  had  actually 
if  one  local  authority  were  to  override  had  sent  down  to  them  a  circuhir 
another.  The  county  councils  had  done '  from  the  Board  of  Education  asking  if 
the  adnunistrative  work  entrusted  to  ;  it  was  their  intention  to  carry  out  the 
them  most  admirably,  but  they  had  '  provisions  of  this  Bill.  Was  that  not 
not  been  elected  for  educational  purposes.  '  rather  presumptuous,  when  the  Bill  had 
The  duty  of  administering  the  '*  whisky  j  not  passed  into  law  ?  If  this  matter 
money/'  which  had  been  thrown  on  were  relegated  to  the  county  councils, 
their  hands  without  any  preparation,  i  unwilling  as  they  were  to  undertake 
and  without  any  help  from  the  Board  new  duties,  they  would  depute  the  super-  | 
of  Education,  had  been  fairly  well  •  intendence  of  school  boards  to  their  tech- 
done,  although  at  first  much  money  •  nical  education  committees.  But  the 
had     been      wafted,     and     it     became    technical    education    committees    could 


necesiary   to    get    order   out   of    chaos. 
Now,   however,   they   were  doing  their 


only  make  recommendations  which  had 
to  pass  through  the  county  councils,  and 


technical  work  in  nearly  all  the  county  be  had  often  seen  more  considerable 
councils  well.  What  he  feared  was  that  |  schemes  thrown  out  by  the  county 
if  the  county  councils  had  to  superintend  i  councils  because,  forsooth,  these  were 
the  multiplicity  of  details  which  would  |  going  to  cost  so  much  money.  He 
be  thrown  upon  them  by  this  Bill,  they  i  would  very  much  prefer  that  the  Board 
would  not  be  equal  to  it.  The  right  hon.  ■  of  Education,  instead  of  throwing  this 
Gentleman  the  Vice-President  shook  his  ;  duty  upon  the  county  councils,  should 
head,  but  he  could  quote  against  him  j  have  taken  it  upon  themselves  for  thi> 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  [  one  year.  The  Board  of  Education 
Cambridge  University,  who  had  asked  |  could  supervise  the  school  boards,  and 
how  the  county  councils  could  have  the  pare  off  those  excrescences  which  thej 
staffs  to  see  whether  the  school  boards    said  existed.     If  the  Amendment  of  his 


overlapped  the  other  educational  bodies, 
and  whether  there  was  unhealthy  com- 
petition. It  was  ridiculous  to  suppose  that, 
if  this  Bill  passed,  the  county  councils 
would  appoint  a  new  staff  of  inspectors 
for  one  year  only,  to  go  and  see  whether 
the  school  boards  were  carrying  out 
their  duty  in  a  proper  manner.  There- 
fore, he  maintained  that  this  Bill  was  the 
most  irrational  ever  submitted  to  the 
House.  One  thing  was  certain,  and 
that  was  that  the  county  councils, 
knowing  the  appointment  of  several 
Mr,  LaTnberL 


hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Rossendale 
were  carried,  the  Board  of  Education 
could  check  any  extravagance.  He 
hoped  the  Bill  would  share  the  same  fate 
as  that  which  had  lately  been  dropped 
and  also  the  Bill  of  1896  ;  and  he  vn^ 
assured  that  if  the  county  councils  had 
been  consulted  a  great  change  would 
have  come  over  the  spirit  of  the  scene. 

*Mr.  SHARPE  (Kensington,  X.)  said 
he  did  not  understand  the  criticism  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
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down.     It  seemed  to  him  that  the  Bill 
provided  exactly  what  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man wanted,  namely,  that  the  county 
councils    or    their    technical    education 
committee  were  to  be  called  in  to  control 
the  school  boards  in  the  management 
of  the  particular  schools  referred  to  in  this 
Bill.     He  was  rejoiced  to  hear  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  say  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  determined  to  take  up  a  firm 
attitude   on  this  question,  which  would 
satisfy  the  bulk  of  their  supporters  and 
the  rank>  and   file  on   the  Government 
benches.     He  was  not  opposed  to,  but  de- 
sirous of,  extending  technical  education 
and  higher  education  ;  but  as  a  ratepayer 
he  objected  to  have  his  rates  appropriated 
to  the  payment  of  charges  for  education 
which   were  never  intended  when  free 
education  was  granted.     He  took  leave 
to  say  that  the  Cockerton  judgment  was 
pronounced    by  the   strongest  Court  of 
Appeal   of    this    generation,    and    that 
9ourt     had    declared     what      the     law 
really   is.     According    to   the   scope   of 
that  judgment  the  rates  could  only  be 
devoted  to  the  education  of  poor  children 
under  fourteen  years  of  age  who  were 
on  the  roll-  of    elementary  schools,  and 
who  were  engaged  in  learning  in  some 
one    of     the    standards.      He   did    not 
object  to  free  education,  but  the  whole 
discussion    had    arisen    out  of  the   fact 
that  the   school   boards  had   gone    out 
of  their  way  for  the  purpose  of  giving  , 
higher  class  education    free  to   persons  ' 
who  were   not   entitled   to   it.     In  the 
evening  continuation  schools  education  ' 
was  given    out   of    the   rates   to    adult  i 
operatives  who  were  earning  wages,  and  i 
engaged   in    business   all   day,  many  of 
whom  were  foreigners  who  were  being 
taught  EngUsh,  and  aU  the  absurdities  , 
happened  to  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  the    Vice-President    had    referred. 
He  wished  to  affirm  that  the  free  educa- 1 
tion  contemplated    by  the  Act  of  1870  | 
was  for  children,  not  adults,  and   to  be 
confined  to  elementary  subjects.     It  was  i 
true  that  elementary  subjects  had  never  ] 
been  defined  ;    but  they  ought  to  have ; 
oeen  defined  originally   by  this  House,  i 
being  those  for  which  the  school  board  | 
rate  was  intended.    If  that  had  been  done  \ 
]^ben  the  additional  provision  was  made 
for  technical  education,  they  would  not 
have  been    constantly  involved   in  the 
^difficulties   which   had  arisen   from  the 


natural  desire  of  various  school  boards 
to  extend  the  sphere  of  their  operations. 

Mr.  OSMOND-WILLIAMS  (Merioneth- 
shire)  said    he    supported   the  Amend- 
ment of  his   hon.  friend   because   they 
were  on  the  threshold   of  a  very  grave 
and  great  crisis  of  the  nation.     If  the 
Government  passed  this  measure  into  law 
it  would  leave  an  evil  mark  on  the  life  of 
the  British  people  for  generations  to  come. 
The  Liberals  had  done  some  little  good 
to  the  life  of  the  nation  in  the  past ;  and 
never  a  greater  work  for  good  had  been 
done  than  in  passing  the  Education  Bill 
of   1870.     The  school  board  system  in 
I  England  and  Wales,  although  not  so  well 
'  carried  out  as  in  Scotland,  was  the  greatest 
step  ever  taken  towards  the  enlighten- 
ment of  the  British  people;     but  Mr. 
Forster,  great  statesman  as  he  was,  would 
have  done  better  in  passing  that  Bill  had 
it  not  been  for  the  influence  of  the  Church 
of  England,  which  had  always  been  jealous 
of,  and  anxious  to  prevent  the  State  from 
doing  its  proper  work  in  regard  to  educa- 
tion.    The  school  boards  had  evolved  out 
of  their  elementary  work  new  grades  of 
higher  education,  and  for  years  there  had 
been  no  complaints  as  to  the  way  that 
work  had  been  carried  out.     Indeed,  it 
had   been   commended  and   encouraged 
by  the  Board  of  Education  in  every  way. 
He  was  not  wrong  in  stating  that  both 
the  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Council  and  the 
Permanent  Secretaries  of  the  Department 
had   been  at  the   opening  of   different 
buildings  for  higher-grade  schools  which 
had  been  erected  by  the  money  of  the 
ratepayers  through  the  school   boards. 
He  considered  that  in  trying  to  pass  this 
Bill  the  Government  were  aiming  a  mur- 
derous blow  at  the  nation,  whom  it  was 
their  duty  to  serve,  because  the  school 
boards  of  England  and  Wales  were  practi- 
cally unanimous  in  condemning  the  Bill 
and  in  asking  for  an  enabling  Bill.     The 
first  Bill  contained  some  sound  provisions, 
but  this  Bill  contained  none.     If  hon. 
Members  wished  to  form  some  idea  of  the 
working  of  the  Bill  as  regarded  London 
he  would  ask  them  to  look  at  the  com- 
mentaries which  the  Chairman  of  the 
London  School  Board  had  given  upon  it. 
He  said  that  this  Bill  empowered  the 
County    Council    to   prohibit   the  con- 
tinuance of  no  fewer  than  395  schools 
that    they   might    forbid   the    opening 
of    any    new    schooU,^^,^  and  (J^lj^gj^ 
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County  Council,  which  was  elected 
on  quite  a  different  issue,  would  have 
the  control  of  part  of  the  rates  for 
which  the  London  School  Board  was  the 
responsible  trustee.  Could  they  imagine 
a  more  shattering  blow  to  the  education 
of  the  youth  of  London  %  And  that  would 
be  the  same  in  many  of  the  large  towns 
in  the  country.  With  all  the  good  inten- 
tions in  the  world,  the  county  councils 
would  be  working  entirely  out  of  their 
own  sphere,  and,  the  consequence  would 
be  that  the  fine  educational  develop- 
ment of  the  last  twenty  years  would 
crumble  away  and  die,  that  the  school 
boards  would  have  no  interest  in  their 
work,  and  that  through  the  influence  of 
clericals  and  reactionaries  there  would 
be  stagnation  in  education.  They  had 
heard  the  opinion  of  \  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Dartford,  and  he  would 
appeal  to  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  who 
had  a  genuine  interest  in  education,  and 
who  had  spoken  against  this  Bill,  that 
they  should  not  be  driven  like  sheep 
into  one  lobby,  but  join  with  the  other 
friends  of  education  in  voting  against  the 
Bill.  3 

'^Mr,  WHITLEY  (Halifax)  said  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Kensington  was  that  of  a  very  worthy 
follower  of  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Council.  It  expressed  the  whole  spirit 
of  the  Department  as  it  was  now 
controlled  by  the  Vice-President,  namely, 
that  education  was  a  thing  to  be 
haggled  about,  and  to  be  restricted, 
and  that  the  people  were  to  have  as  little 
as  possible  of  it.  That  was  the  real  diffe- 
rence between  the  Government  side  of  the 
House  and  their  side.  They  believed  that 
education  was  not  to  be  measured  by  so 
many  pennies,  and  that  free  education 
was  not  to  be  confined  to  the  very  poorest 
of  the  poor.  They  believed  that  educa- 
tion was  of  such  importance  to  the  nation 
that  it  was  not  a  benefit  so  much  to  parti- 
cular children,  but  to  the  nation  as  a 
whole.  That  was  the  reason  why  he 
heartily  supported  the  Amendment  to 
leave  out  the  first  sub-section  of  Clause  1 , 
because  that  clause  bore  throughout 
evidence  of  the  restricting  hand.  It  began 
by  saying  that  only  the  schools  or  classes 
that  had  been  carried  on  during  the  last 
twelve  months  were  to  be  carried  on  in 
the  future,  and  it  went  on  to  say  that  the 
local  authority  might  empower  the  school 

Mr,  Osmond'Willifims, 


board  to  carry  on  for  the  period  of  one 
year  the  work  of  the  school  or  class  to 
**  such  an  extent  and  on  such  terms  "  as 
might  be  agreed  upon  between  the  local 
authority  and  the  school  board— an 
invitation  to  the  local  authorities,  elected 
for  other  purposes,  to  keep  down  the 
expense  of  education  in  their  localities. 
And  it  wound  up  by  sajring  that  the  local 
authority  might  apply  to  the  maintenance 
of  a  school  or  class  such  sum  out  of  the 
school  fund  as  the  council  or  local  autho- 
rity might  sanction.  He  wanted  to  know 
what  human  authority  could  tell  twelve 
months  beforehand  what  that  sum  might 
be.  The  result  would  be  that  the  local 
authorities  in  defining  the  extent  lo 
which  the  school  boards  might  go  in 
carrying  on  these  continuation  and 
higher-grade  schools  would  be  liable  to  a 
new  surcharge.  In  his  own  constituency 
there  were  eleven  continuation  schools, 
educating  2,000  boys  and  girls.  Under 
the  Minute  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
which  was  the  collateral  of  this  Bill,  the 
grants  to  these  schools  paid  under  Mr. 
Acland's  Code  would  be  cut  down 
28  per  cent. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the 
BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  (Sir  J. 
GoRST,  Cambridge  University) :  The  hon. 
Gentleman  cannot  discuss  the  Minute 
under  this  Amendment. 

The  DEPUTY  CHAIRMAN :  It  is  out 
of  order  to  discuss  the  Minute  of 
the  Education  Department  under  this 
Amendment, 

Mr.  WHITLEY  said  he  could  iUus- 
trate  his  point  perfectly  well  in  this  wav 
— ^that  in  his  own  constituency  the  result 
of  the  educational  policy  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  as  exemplified  by  the 
Minute  of  the  Department,  would  bf 
to  reduce  the  grants  to  these  schools  in 
his  constituency  from  £1,200  to  £800, 
a  difference  of  £400  in  the  income  ol 
the  schools.  Now,  these  schools  were 
managed  by  a  voluntary  committee,  not 
by  the  school  board,  and  the  result  was 
that  they  found  themselves  between  the 
devil  and  the  deep  sea.  They  could  turn 
neither  to  the  school  board,  because  there 
was  the  restrictive  clause,  nor  to  the 
technical  committee  of  the  county 
council,  and  the  irony  of  the  situation 
with  regard  to  these  schools,  which  would 
be  so  badly  [^Ij^ljy^j, the  educational  policy 
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of  the  Government,  was  that  they  had 
escaped  the  Cockerton  judgment.  So  far  as 
his  constituents  were  concerned,  the  first 
sub-section  was  absolutely  unworkable ; 
and  the  irony  of  the  situation  was  that 
the    schools    which    had    escaped    the 
Cockerton  judgment  would  be  the  very 
first  to  suffer  severely  under  the  com- 
bined action  of  the  Act  and  the  Minute. 
That  showed  pretty  distinctly  the  ob- 
jections they  held  to  the  first  sub-section. 
It  was  unworkable,  and  was  restrictive 
in  every  way.     As  to  the  statement  of 
the  Vice-President,  and  of  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  that  no  school  would 
be  closed   under  the  operation  of  the 
present  educational  poUcy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, he  had  ample  evidence  to  disprove 
that  ten  times  over ;  but  owing  to  the 
ruling  of  the  Chair,  there  would  not  be 
an  opportunity  of  bringing  it  before  the 
Committee.     He   hoped,   however,   that 
the  Committee  would  reaUse  that  the 
assertion  that  no  school  would  be  closed 
was  not  justified.     A  great  number  of 
schools  would  be  closed,  and  children  who 
had  a  right  to  attend  them  would  be 
excluded.     For  those  reasons  he  would 
strongly    support   the    Amendment. 


Mr.  henry  HOBHOUSE  (Somerset- 
shire, R)  said  that  it  was  pretty  clear 
that  after  that  Amendment  had  been  dis- 
posed of,  the  possibiUty  of  a  compromise 
would  no  longer  be  open  to  the  Com- 
mittee.    He  desired  to  say  a  few  words 
in  favour  of  a  middle  course.     It  was  a 
matter  of  great  regret  to  him  that  what 
promised  to  be  a  long  and  bitter  con- 
troversy upon  a  national  question  should 
have  been  provoked  upon  such  a  small 
issue  as  that  contained  in  the  Bill.    If  it 
were  a  great  constructive  measure,  laying 
the  foundations   of   a    new   system    of 
secondary  education,  and  if  it  were  neces- 
sary for  that  purpose  to  determine  what 
authority  was  to  administer  higher  edu- 
cation in  the  future,  then  he  certainly 
should   not    flinch    from   the   struggle. 
But  it  seemed  to  him  to  be  an  unneces- 
sary waste  of  time,  and  he  was  afraid  of 
temper  also,  to  try  and  fight  out  on  that 
Bill  future  problems.     If  his  right  hon. 
friend  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
had  seen  his  way  to  accept  the  oUve 
branch  which  had  been  held  out  to  him, 
he  would  not  have  been  making  a  sur- 
render.   He   would   have   been   merely 
effecting  a  compromise,  which  he  ven- 
tured to  think  would  be  regarded  by  the 


majority  of  hon.  Members — there  were, 
of  course,  irreconcileables  on  both  sides — 
as  an  arrangement  which  would  not  in- 
volve any  chsgrace  on  the  Government 
or  the  Opposition.     His  right  hon.  friend 
was  asked  to  accept  the  proposal  that 
funds   for   certain   schools   during   the 
coming  year  should  be  suppUed,  not  out 
of  the  school  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the 
school  boards,  but  out  of  the  funds  of  the 
Technical  Instruction  Department,  and 
that  the  actual  position  in  which  such 
schools  were  to  be  carried  on  was  to  be 
at   the   discretion   of   the   Government 
themselves.     That    was   the-  concession 
offered  by  the  Opposition.     On  the  other 
hand,  the  supporters  of  the  Bill  were 
asked  to  bind  the  hands  of  the  municipal 
authorities  to  a  considerable  extent  in 
the  matter.     But  he  ventured  to  think 
that  they  would  have  had  a  valuable 
quid  pro  ^mo,  inasmuch  as  they  would  have 
avoided  party  strife  over  a  measure  which 
they  must  assume  contained  within  itself 
the  germs  of  future  legislation,  and  would 
have  made  the  path  of  future  legislation 
smooth  and  easy.     He  quite  appreciated 
the  difficulties   of  the   Government   in 
changing  their  position  at  that  stage  of 
the    Bill,    and    probably    that    was    the 
reason  that  they  declined  to  give  way. 
He  was  sure  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury would  agree  when  he  stated  that 
long  before  the  Bill  was  introduced  he 
urged  on  his  right  hon.  friend  the  advis- 
ability of  putting  it  into  such  a  shape 
as  would  command  general  assent.     He 
had  always  thought  that  a  middle  course 
might    have   been    honourably   adopted 
by  both  sides.     It  would  be  impossible 
to  accept  on  his  own  side  of  the  House 
the  proposal  to  give  the  school  boards 
power  to  carry  on  the  schools  referred 
to  in  the  Cockerton  judgment,  because 
many   hon.   Members   knew  that  there 
were    clearly    proved-   cases     in    which 
money   had    been   spent    unwisely   and 
extravagantly  by  the  school  boards.    On 
the  other  hand,  it  was  not  necessary  to 
go  so  far  as  the  Bill  went,  and  to  call 
in  the  municipal  authorities  and  give 
them  the  power  of  absolutely  overriding 
the  school  board,  should  they  choose  to 
exercise  it.     There  was  a  middle  course, 
but  it  could  not  be  taken  without  calling 
into  play  the  Board  of  Education  itself. 
He  never  could  see  himself  that  it  was 
right  to  allow  the  Board  of  Education 
to  shirk  its  responsibility.     After  all,  it 
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was  the  authority  which  superintended 
education.     He  did  not  want  to  blame 
the  Department  for  any  action  in  the 
past,  but  he  thought  it  should  assume 
more    responsibility.     His     right     hon. 
friend  stated  that  it  was  impossible  for 
the   Board   of   Education   to   take   any 
action,    because  it   had   no   knowledge. 
Who  had  knowledge,  if  the  inspectors 
of  the  Board  of  Education  had  none  1 
The  county  councils  had  no  knowledge  ; 
and  the  only  authority  which  was  in  a 
position  to  deal  with  the  classes  in  ques- 
tion was  the  central  authority  through 
its  inspectors.     He  quite  admitted  that 
it  was  extremely  difficult  for  the  Board 
of  Education  to   deal  with  the    matter, 
but  it  was  equally  difficult  for  the  local 
authorities.     Many  of  the  county  councils 
would  not  meet  until  next  October,  and 
it  would  be  extremely  difficult  for  them 
to  deal  effectively  with  the  duties  which 
it  was    proposed  to  give    them.     There 
was   a   middle   course    possible,  and   it 
might  still  be  taken  by  a  modification 
of  the  Bill.     If  the  local  authorities  could 
not  come  to  terms,  the  Department  of 
Education  might  be  brought  in  as  arbi- 
trator.    That   would   save  a  good  deal 
of    friction,    and    the    local    authorities 
would  have  the  assistance  of  the  only 
authority  which  up  to  the  present  had 
had  any  experience  of  dealing  with  educa- 
tion.    Then   it   was  admitted   that   the 
practical  outcome  of  the  Bill  with  refe- 
rence to  stopping  the  classes  objected  to 
would    be    little    or    nothing.     It    was 
astonishing  that  hon.   Members  on  his 
own  side  who  objected  to  some  of  those 
-classes    should    view    with    equanimity 
the  position  in  which,  as  far  as  he  could 
see,  the  Bill  would  land  them.     Speaking 
specially  of  London,  the  result  would  be 
that  the  London  County  Council  would 
•continue  all  those  classes  en  masse.     His 
hon.  friends  were  perfectly  content  with 
the  shadow  rather  than  the  substance, 
as  long  as  they  could  determine  a  great 
principle.     But  the  result  of  the  great 
principle  they  were  contending  for  was 
that  the  classes  which,  in  their  opinion, 
were  not  only  illegal,  but  wasteful  and 
injurious,  would  be  continued  en  masse 
with  the  consent  of  the  local  authorities, 
regarding  whom  his  hon.  friends  had  not, 
up  to  the  present,  expressed  very  great 
confidence.     He  was  sorry  that  no  com- 
promise had  been  arrived  at.     It  would 

Mr.  Henry  Eoh  house. 


not  only  have  saved  their  time  and 
trouble  during  the  few  remaining  weeks 
of  the  session,  but  it  would  also  have 
prevented  the  beneficent  legislation  of 
next  session  being  seriously  and  mate- 
rially prejudiced. 

*Mr.   fuller  (WUtshire,   Westbury) 
said  he  had  no  desire  to  debate  the  educa- 
tional   policy    of    the    Government    as 
defined  in  the  Bill  before  the  Comniittee, 
He  merely  wished  to  bring  to  the  notice 
of   the    Vice-President   a    humble   ca&e, 
not  unlike  the  aristocratic  cases  of  the 
school  boards  in  Leeds  or  Gateshead,     li 
was,  however,  a  case  which  he  thought 
deserved  the  consideration  of  the  Govern* 
ment.     The  most  important  commercial 
and  industrial  centre  of  Wiltshire  was  the 
town  of  Swindon.     It  was  asserted    by 
the  right  hon.   Gentleman  the   Leader 
of  the  House  that  no  schools  would  be 
closed  as  the  result  of  the  present  educa- 
tional   policy    of   the   Government.     In 
Swindon   there   was  a   bye-law,    and   a 
very  proper  bye-law,  that  no  child  should 
be  allowed  to  leave  an  elementary  school 
until  it  had  passed  the  seventh  standard 
or  had  attained  the  age  of  fourteen  years. 
As  the  result  of  the  policy  of  the  Govern 
ment,  the  evening  continuation    schod 
and    the    adult    elementary    school    in 
Swindon  were  to  be  closed  in  six  months' 
time.     The  adult  elementary  school   at 
present    educated    between    forty     and 
sixty  men,  and  the  evening  continuation 
school,    which,    under    the    bye-law    to 
which    he   referred,    contained    scholars 
mostly  over  fourteen  years  of  age,  was 
also  to  be  closed  by  the  School  Board  of 
Swindon,  in  deference  to  the  educational 
policy  of  the  Government. 
[Mr.  J.  W.  LoWTHER  resumed  the  Chair.] 

Another  anomaly  was  that  the  evening 
elementary  schools,  which  up  to  the 
present  contained  scholars  mostly  over 
fifteen  years  of  age,  would  after  the  Act 
came  into  force  be  nobody's  children  at 
all.  The  technical  education  authorities 
were  expressly  precluded  from  giving 
them  elementary  instruction,  and  the 
elementary  education  authorities  were 
precluded  from  helping  to  instruct  anj 
scholar  over  fifteen  years.  That  wa5  a 
result  of  the  educational  policy  of  the 
Government.  In  .conclusion,  he  would 
only  say  that  if  they  were  to  discuss  a 
great  princig,^asw^^^t^  br  the 
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Leader  of  the  Hou8e,it  ought  to  have  been 
by  a  frontal  attack  and  not  on  a  side 
issue,  as  it  had  been  brought  before  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  (Old- 
ham)  said  he  rose  principally  for  the 
purpose  of  congratulating  the  Govern- 
ment on  their  refusal  to  entertain  any 
notion  of  compromise  with  reference  to 
that  Bill.     He  ventured  to  think  that  if 
the  Leader  of  the  House  had  yielded  to 
the    blandishments   of   the   right    hon. 
Gentleman,  or  the  very  polite  but  some- 
what insidious  arguments  of  the  Oppo- 
sition,   very    general    and   widespread 
disgust  would  be  caused  throughout  the 
Unionist  party  not  only  in  the  House  but 
in  the  country.     He  did  not  profess  to  be 
an  expert  on  that  subject    Some  people 
were  experts  on  all  subjects,  but  he  was 
quite  ready  to  admit  that  education  was 
not  his  strong  point.     But  the  question 
before  the  Committee  was  so  simple  that 
he  really  thought  that  a  person  who  was 
not  an  expert  was  perfectly  entitled  to 
apply  his  mother  wit  to  its  solution. 
What   was   the   case   before   the   Com- 
mittee ]     The   Government  had   intro- 
duced a  Bill,  as  he  understood  it,  to  tide 
over  the  period  between  the  pronounce- 
ment of  the  Cockerton  judgment  and 
such  time  as  they  would  be  properly 
able  to  deal  with  the  question  in  a  perma- 
nent and  general  form.    Very  naturally, 
and  he  ventured  to  think  very  legiti- 
mately, the    Bill    foreshadowed    in    its 
general  scope  and  outline  the  legislation 
which  they  wished  to  introduce  next 
year.     The  main  idea  of  the  Govern- 
ment's scheme  of  education  was  that  the 
educational  authorities  should  be  a  com- 
mittee of  a  municipal  council,  or  a  com- 
mittee formed  partly  by  members  of  a 
municipal  council  and  partly  from  the 
association    of    independent    elements. 
Therefore  he  held  the  Bill  quite  properly 
developed  that  main  idea  in  a  tentative 
and  temporary  form,  that  which  was  to 
be  the  characteristic  of  legislation  next 
session      He   could    quite    understand 
non.  Members  on  his  own  side,  and  also 
on  the  opposite  side,  who  had  given  long 
years  of  their  lives  to  the  consideration 
of  the  question  of  education,  naturally 
and  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  time 
they  had  studied  the  question,  having 
strong  views  regarding  it,  and  wishing 
to  know  whether  in  voting  for  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill  before  the  Committee  they 


would  be  committing  themselves  to  the 
principle  of  a  great  measure  not  disclosed 
either  to  the  House  or  to  the  country. 
But  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  East  Fife  should 
reassure  hon.  Members,  for  he  said  most 
clearly  and  distinctly  that  the  present 
Bill  would  not  commit  anyone,  and  he 
himself  did  not  see  that  by  voting  for  it 
anyone  would  be  committed  to  a  definite 
principle.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  by  voting 
for  the  Bill  hon.  Members  would  actually 
secure  to  themselves  an  advantage. 
What  would  happen  ]  A  similar  method 
or  idea,  not  necessarily  the  same,  would 
be  embodied  in  the  Bill  of  next  year, 
when  they  would  be  able  to  judge 
whether  the  experiment  contained  in 
the  present  Bill  would  be  a  success  or 
failure.  One  of  two  things  would  happen. 
Either  the  measure  now  proposed  by  the 
Government  would  have  succeeded  or  to 
some  extent  have  failed.  If  it  succeeded, 
the  Government  would  be  able  to  say, 
with  undeniable  force,  "  We  have  tried 
our  plan  on  a  rough  and  re^dy  scale ;  it 
has  succeeded ;  let  us  make  it  permanent. '  * 
But  assuming  the  present  Bill  did  not 
succeed — although  such  things  should 
be  judged  with  tolerance,  as  they  were 
oftentimes  failures  in  the  beginning, 
what  an  opportunity  would  be  provided 
for  the  Opposition.  They  would  have 
the  result  of  the  practical  experiment 
of  the  Government — it  would  form  a 
basis  for  their  criticism,  and  they  would 
be  able  to  say,  "  You  have  tried  your 
plan  ;  it  has  failed  ;  sweep  it  away." 
He  did  not  see  how  any  hon.  Member  in 
voting  for  the  Bill  would  be  committing 
himself  to  any  definite  principle.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
Westbury  Division  asked  why  they  had 
not  had  a  frontal  attack.  It  was  not 
even  a  pitched  battle.  It  was  only 
a  reconnoitring  patrol  sent  up  along  the 
line  to  obtain  information  and  cover 
the  front  of  the  advancing  army.  It 
was  not  for  him  to  dictate  the  tactics  of 
the  Opposition,  but  he  thought  they 
were  very  unwise  in  unmasking  their 
batteries,  wasting  their  ammunition, 
and  dissipating  their  energy  on  what  was, 
after  all,  only  a  minor  operation  of  war. 
It  was  very  easy  to  understand  honest 
doubt  being  entertained  on  that  par- 
ticular question,  but  he  did  not  think  the 
Opposition  were  actuated  with  honest 
doubt.   Their  motive  was  more  insidious. 
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unconnected  with  education.  It  in- 
volved the  credit  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment, and  therefore  the  Government 
could  not  accept  the  compromise.  He 
rejoiced  that  the  Government  had  stood 
firm  upon  this  point,  and,  so  far  as  he 
and  a  great  many  of  his  hon.  friends 
were  concerned,  he  could  say  that  as 
they  had  unfurled  the  flag  and  called 
upon  their  supporters  to  stand  by  them, 
they  need  have  no  fear  as  to  the  result 
of  the  division. 

Mr.  LAWSON  WALTON  (Leeds,  S.) 
thought  that  the  Committee  was  greatly 
indebted  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Oldham, 
whose  candour  had  enabled  them  at  last 
to  discover  some  of  the  arguments  with 
which  the  Government  supported  this 
Bill.  Members  opposite,  when  all  their 
arguments  had  been  demolished,  would 
cheerfully  walk  into  the  lobby  in  support 
of  the  Government.  The  hon.  Member's 
speech  might  be  described  as  the  mili- 
tary view  of  the   situation.     True  there 

was  nothing  to  be  said  for  the  Bill 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL:  I 
never  said  so. 

Mr.  LAWSON  WALTON  :  The  hon. 
Member  did  not  tell  the  Committee  what 
was  to  be  said  for  it,  but  he  said  that, 
u  vxi^  inasmuch  as  it  involved  the  credit  of 
country.  ^He  himself  received  yesterday  !  the  Government,  and  this  was  the  third 
a  letter  from  the  chairman  of  his  associa- 1  educational  experiment  which  they  had 
tion,  which  was  as  follows  :-  \  made,  they  must  stand  to  their  guns, 

a  r.      o-       w*u     *      •      •  *    *u    ^  *   I   !  hold  to   their    position,    and,    right   cr 
"  Dear  Sir, — Without  going  into  the  details    "^  ^    ^   ^  r       ,  -^ 

of     " 


It  was  dictated  by  a  mischievousjand 
factious  proposal  to  discredit  the  third 
Education  Bill  of  the  Government.     If 
any  such  compromise  as  had  been  pro- 
posed were  accepted  by  the  Government, 
and  endorsed  by  the  Committee,  it  would 
be  a  very  heavy  blow  to  education — and 
the  very  worst  kind  of  blow,  for,  apart 
from  quality,  it  would  reduce  the  quantity 
of  education  throughout  the  country. 
He    was    credibly    informed    that    the 
Education  Department  could  never  hope 
to  deal  in  the  same  tolerant  and  sym- 
pathetic spirit  with  schools  throughout 
the  country  as  would  the  local  autho- 
rities, who  knew  local  needs  and  sym- 
pathised   with    them.     That    was    the 
third  Bill  introduced  on  the  subject,  and 
though  it  might  not   be  of  very  much 
consequence  to  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite, 
it    was   of   some   consequence   to   hon. 
friends  and  himself  to  have  it  passed. 
It  would,  if  defeated,  deprive  the  country 
of  the  inestimable  advantage  of  being 
able  to  look  before  it  leaped,  and,  before 
embarking  on  serious  permanent  legis- 
lation, to  have  the  result  secured  by 
practical     experiment     before    it.       He 
rejoiced  that  the  Government  had  stood 
firm  in  the  matter.     Had  they  accepted 
a    compromise,    it    would    have    caused 
discontent    in   the    House   and    in   the 


of  the  Educati  on  Bill  of  the  Government,  I 
hope  they  will  insist  upon  passing  it  It  will 
indeed  be  a  weak  Government  if  it  repeatedly 
permits  its  measures  to  be  broken,  The  Con- 
servative party  ought  not  to  be  made  ashamed 
of  its  leader.'* 

That  was  his  whole  point.  They  were 
not  ashamed  of  their  leader,  and  were 
only  too  glad  to  support  the  position  he 
had  taken  up.  Every  concession  which 
the  Government  had  made,  whether  on 
the  subject  of  the  coal  tax  or  the  conduct 
of  public  business,  or  with  reference  to 
education,  had  been  received  thanklessly 
and  gracelessly  by  the  Opposition,  and 
made  the  basis  of  every  kind  of  taunt 
conceived  in  ill- nature,  and  very  often 
expressed  in  vulgarity.  Since  that  was 
a  financial  measure  to  tide  over  a  tem- 
porary difficulty,  it  should  be  adminis- 
tered by  the  authorities  representing 
the  ratepayers.  Although  the  Bill  was 
a  small  one,  it  involved  great  issues  quite 

Mr,  WinsUm  Churchill 


wrong,  there  must  be  no  surrender. 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL:  I 
never  said  '*  right  or  wrong,"  and  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  is,  I  am  sure, 
too  great  a  master  of  words  to  take 
refuge  in  misrepresenting  what  I  said. 
The  argument  I  used  was  that  the 
Government  were  right,  and  therefore 
there  should  be  no  surrender. 

Mr.  LAWSON  WALTON  said  if  the 
Government  were  right  he  failed  to  appre 
ciate  the  force  of  the  appeal  made  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman.  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  had  said  that  the  principle 
involved  in  the  Bill  was  of  immense 
value;  the  right  hon. Member  forDartford 
that  the  principle  was  of  no  value;  another 
hon.  Member  had  said  it  was  of  little 
value  because  it  was  estabUshed  aheady ; 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Oldham  had 
said  that  the  immense  value  of  the 
principle  was  that  if  .wafl^purely  expen- 
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mental  in  its  character,  and  that  in  the 
course  of  twelve  months  the  Government 
would  be  able  to  determine  whether  or 
nor  it  should  be  permanently  enshrined 
in  the  legislation  of  the  country.  His 
admirable  command  of  military  phrase- 
ology had  enabled  the  hon.  Member  for 
Oldham  to  describe  this  measure  in  two 
words.  He  said  it  was  a  reconnoitring 
patrol.  And  while  that  military  move- 
ment was  going  on  in  the  various  county 
councils  of  the  country,  some  of  them 
allowing  continuation  schools  to  go  on, 
some  stopping  their  continuance,  some 
imposing  onerous  conditions,  and  some 
rendering  slight  assistance,  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  completing  their  informa- 
tion upon  this  subject,  and  next  year  they 
would  have  the  immense  advantage  of 
this  great  miUtary  manoeuvre. 

But  when  he  came  to  look  at  the 
matter  a  little  seriously  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
understand  what  plausible  answer  could 
be  made  to  the  suggestion  of  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Dartford,  which  had 
been  reiterated  by  other  hon.  Members. 
Everyargument  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
suggested  in  answer  to  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Dartford  entirely  failed. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said 
he  was  struggling  not  for  the  form  of, 
but  the  principle  involved  in,the  measure; 
but  the  Amendment  embodied  that 
principle  quite  as  effectively  as  the  Bill. 
The  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Rossendale,  which  was  the  golden 
bridge  by  which  they  would  reach  common 
ground,  constituted  the  authority  to 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  he 
was  most  anxious  to  entrust  the  educa- 
tion of  the  country.  He  appealed  to  the 
Vice-President  and  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  beside  him  to  say  whether 
there  was  any  difference  in  the  meaning 
of  the  words  "  may  "  and  "  shall  *'  in 
that  connection.  If  his  views  were  right, 
and  there  was  no  difference,  then  therej 
was  no  reason  for  any  longer  keeping 
^P  an  idle  controversy  as  to  the  exact 
form  the  Bill  was  to  assume.  The 
schools  were  in  serious  case,  and  in 
some  of  the  larger  county  boroughs 
there  was  a  serious  danger  attending 
the  condition  of  the  schools.  The  state- 
ment which  he  made  upon  previous 
occasions,  that  the  school  boards  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  to  continue  no 
longer  the  responsibihty  of  carrying  on 
^thout    Parliamentary    assistance    the 


continuation  schools  which  they  had 
established,  had  been  challenged  by  the 
Vice-President,  who  said  his  Department 
had  no  information  with  regard  to  the 
action  of  the  school  boards  in  relation 
to  this  matter.  As  the  Bill  was  founded 
on  the  assumption  that  school  boards 
were  in  cordial  co-operation  with  the 
county  councils  for  the  carrying  on  of 
education,  it  was  all  important  to  examine 
I  the  information  at  the  service  of  the 
Board  of  Education.  He  had  in  his  hand 
the  resolution  which  the  Leeds  School 
Board  had  passed,  and  the  letter  ad- 
dressed by  them  on  the  18th  of  June  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  Department, 
enclosing  a  copy  of  the  resolution.  The 
hon.  Member  read  the  documents  re- 
ferred to,  and,  continuing,  said  that  they 
certainly  ought  to  have  been  brought  to 
the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
The  Bill,  innocent  as  it  seemed,  let  loose 
all  the  elements  of  sectarian  discord,  and 
carried  into  great  centres  the  very  evil 
which  an  Education  Bill  ought  to  avoid. 
The  precious  principle  which  it  was 
endeavoured  to  introduce  into  this  Bill 
would  of  itself  raise  great  controversies, 
but,  when  coupled  with  a  denominational 
struggle  for  supremacy,  it  would  seem 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentlemon  had 
surrounded  the  question  with  unneces- 
sary difficulties,  which  might  have  been 
disposed  of  if  he  had  treated  the  matter 
in  a  business  way.  Nobody  would  be 
influenced  by  these  proceedings  when 
the  Education  Bill  was  introduced  next 
year,  and  not  a  single  hour  would  be 
saved  in  discussing  that  matter.  He 
thought  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Rossendale  was  reasonable 
from  all  points  of  view,  and  for  that 
reason  he  had  taken  part  in  the  debate 
in  the  hope  that,  even  at  the  last  moment, 
the  Government  might  be  disposed  to 
accept  this  suggestion. 

Mr.  WALLACE  (Perth)  said  he  felt 
he  was  in  some  difficulty  with  regard  to 
the  interpretation  of  the  Bill.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Oldham  said  there  was  no 
principle  to  be  found  in  the  Bill,  but  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  had  stated 
that  the  reason  he  was  unable  to  accept 
a  compromise  was  because  he  wished  to 
lay  down  a  great  principle  for  the 
guidance  of  public  officials.  This  was 
a  most  extraordinary  time  to  attempt  to 
do  any  such  thing,  when  they  only  had 
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three  weeks  to  carry  through  the 
business  of  the  Government.  Was  that 
the  time  to  affirm  a  great  principle  with 
regard  to  the  future  1  The  reason  why 
there  was  such  strong  feeling  upon 
this  matter  was  that,  first,  hon.  Members 
were  told  that  the  Bill  was  to  be  framed 
so  that  the  local  authority  was  to  be  made 
the  authority  for  secondary  education, 
and  not  the  school  board ;  and,  second, 
that  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  present 
chaotic  condition  of  education  in  this 
country  the  same  authority  should 
control  both  elementary  and  secondary 
education.  So  that  the  Government 
were  really  going  to  affirm  the  further 
principle  that  the  county  councils  were 
to  be  the  governing  authorities  for 
elementary  education.  If  that  was  really 
the  true  interpretation  many  would  feel 
bound  to  oppose  the  Bill.  He  objected 
to  the  attacks  which  had  been  made 
upon  the  school  boards  of  the  country. 
•  He  had  heard  a  good  deal  from  hon. 
Members  opposite  about  education  in 
Scotland,  to  which  they  ascribed  the 
positions  occupied  by  Scotsmen  in  all 
parts  of  the  Empire,  but  why  did  not 


they  take  advantage  of  it  ]  In  Scotland 
they  had  a  school  board  in  every  parish, 
which  governed  not  merely  elementary 
but  secondary  education  also.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  wished  to  see  a 
similar  state  of  things  in  England  let  him 
follow  the  Scotch  example ;  he  believed 
that  in  that  direction  lay  the  true  solution 
of  the  question.  He  was  not  at  all  an 
opponent  of  the  principle  which  the 
Government  had  suggested.  If  he 
thought  the  county  council  itself,  and 
not  a  committee  of  it,  were  going  to  be 
in  the  future  the  authority  in  regard  to 
both  elementary  and  secondary  education, 
he  did  not  know  that  he  should  offer 
very  much  objection  to  it.  But  he  did 
object  to  the  suggestion  that  they  were 
going  to,  as  it  were,  pack  a  committee 
of  the  county  council  for  this  purpose, 
and  he  objected  also  to  the  time  which 
the  Government  had  chosen  for  assert- 
ing the  root  principle  of  their  Bill. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  239 ; 
Noes,  159.     (Division  List  No.  349.) 


Acland-Hood,Capt.  Sir  AlexF. 
Ajrg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Allhusen,  Augustus  Henry  E. 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon  John 
Bagot,  Capt  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  GeorgeAlexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.(Manch*r 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Homsey) 
Balfour,Rt,Hn.GeraldW(Leed8 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beach,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.{Bristol) 
Beach^t.  Hon.  W.W.  R  ( Hants. 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Bowles,  Capt.  H.  F. (Middlesex^ 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon-  St  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Butcher,  John  George 
Campbell,  Rt.  H  n.  J.  A.  (Glasgow 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
CauUey,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  V.C.  W. )  Derbyshire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 

Mr.  IFallace. 


AYES. 

Cecil,  Eveljm  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,Ft.Hon.J.(Birm. 
Chamberlain.  J.  Austen  )W^or'cr 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thoe.  H.  A.  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harr^ 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,SirJohnCharles  Ready 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
Cor  bet  t,  A.  Cameron!  Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Oanbome,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Davenport,  William  Bromley- 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dewar,T.R.(T'rH'mlets,S.Geo. 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Digby.  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Dimsdale,  Sir  Joseph  Cockfield 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford.  Sir  William  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Dyke,  Rt.Hon.SirWilUamHart 
EUiot,  Hon,  A.  Ralph  D. 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 


Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 

I   Finch,  (ieorge  H. 

,   Pinlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fitzroy,Hon.EdwardAlgern<m 

I   Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 

;    Flower,  Ernest 

i   Fo8ter,PhUipS.(Warwick*S.W. 
Garfit,  William 
Gibbs,HnA.G.H.(aty  of  Lond. 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Frederick 

I   Gordon,Hn.J.E.(Elgin&Naira 

I   Gordon,Maj,Evan8(T'rH*nileti 

,   Gore,Hon.S.F,  Ormsby-iLinc) 
Gor8t,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 

I   Goschen,Hon.George  Joachim 
Gouldin^,  Edward  Alfred 

!   Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 

i   Greene,SirEW(BVyS.Edm'nds 

:    Greene, W.Raymond-(Camb8.) 

'   Grenfell,  William  Henry 

I   Gretton,  John 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Hambro,  Charles  Eric 
Hardy , Laurence!  Kent  Ashfoid 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Hom^ 
Heath,  Jas.  (Staff ords.,  N.W.J 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Augustus 

1    HermonHodgo,  Robert  T. 
Hoare,Edw.Brodie(Hamp«teftd 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 

^  Hobhouse,  Henry(Somer8et,E. 
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Hope,  J.F.(  Sheffield3rightsd. ) 
Houldaworth,  Sir  William  H. 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Howard,  J.  (Kent,  Faversham) 
Howard,  J.  (Midd.,  Tottenham 
Hudson,  George  Bickers teth 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks,  N.R.) 
Jackson.  Rt  Hon.  Wm-Lawies 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Johnstcn,  WUliam  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Kenyon,  Hn.  Geo-T.^Denbigh) 
Kenyon,  James  (Lanes,  Bury) 
Kenyon-Slaney,Col.W.  (Salop.) 
Knowles,  l^ees 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Lecky,  Rt  Hn.  Wm.  Edw.  H. 
Le|^e,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Col.CharlesW.(Evesham) 
Long,  Rt.Hn. Walter(Bristol,S. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Ix)yd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Col,  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Lucas,Reginald  J.  (Portsmouth 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M*(^lmont,Col.  H.L.B.(Cambs 
M'Killop,  James(  Stirlingshire) 
^iaple.  Sir  John  Blundell 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Massey-Mainwaring,  Hn.  W.F. 
Maxwell,  W.J.H.(Dumfrie88h.i 
Milner,  Rt.Hn.SirFrederickG. 
Milton,  Viscount 
Moleswo  th.  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 


Abraham,  William(Cork,N.E.) 

Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 

AUen,CharlesP.(Glouc.,Stroud 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Asher,  Alexander 

Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 

A8quith,Rt.  Hn.  Herber  tHenry 

Barry,  K  (Cork,  S.) 

Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 

BeU,  Richard 

Boland,  John 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 

Brigg,  John 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

Bryoe,  Rt  Hon.  James 

Burns,  John 

Burt,  Thomas 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 

Caine,  William  Sproston 

Caldwell,  James 

Cameron,  Robert 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Causton,  Richard  Knight 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 


{23  July  1901} 

Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  R.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Morgan  ,Da  V  id  J.  ( Walthamst*  w 
Morgan,  Hn.  Fred.  ( Monm*  thsh. 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morris,  Hn.  Martin  Henry  F. 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,Arthur  H.A)Deptford) 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  Rt  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham(Bath) 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Orr-Ewinc,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  VValter  (Salisbury) 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Peel,  Hn.  Wm.  Rbt.  Wellesley 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 

Pilkington,  Lieu t.-Col. Richard 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Elentoul,  James  Alexander 
Renwick,  George 
Ridley,S.Forde(  BethnaiGreen) 
Ritchie,R  t  H  on.  ChasThomson 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Saunderson,RtHn.Col.Edw.J. 
I  Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  (Renfrew 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 

NOES. 

Craig,  Robert  Hunter 
Cullinan,  J. 

Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Davies,M.Vaughan*(Cardigan) 
Delany,  William 
Doogan,  P.  C 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Evans,SirFranciBH  (Maidstone 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan 
Farrell,  James  Patrick 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
Ffrench,  Peter 
F.eld,  William 
Fitzmaurice,  Jjord  Fdmond 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Fowler,  St  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Gilhooly,  James 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Grant,  Corrie 

Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Harwood,  George  t 

Hayden,  John  Patrick  i 

'  Hayne,  Rt  Hn.  Charles  Scale-  ^ 
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Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  AbelH.(Hertford,East) 
Smith,  JamesParker(  Lanark  s.  > 
Smith,  Hon.  W.F.  D.(Strand> 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,Ed  ward  Jas.(  Somerset) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stroyan,  John 

Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
TalbotRtHn.J.'G.(Oxf'dUniv 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlin9on,Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Tufnell,  Lieut-Col.  Edward 
Valentia.  Viscount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  R 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webb,  Colonel  William  George 
Welby,SirCharlesG.  E.  (Notts.) 
Whiteley,H.(Ashton.und.Lyne 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,RtHnJPowell-(Birnu 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wills,  Sir  Frederick 
Wilson,A.Stanley  (York,  KR.> 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson-Todd,  VVm.H.  (Yorks.  > 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hn.KR.(Bath> 
Wolff,  Gustav  WUhelm 
Wortley,Rt  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart  - 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong: 
Younger,  William 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes. — 
Sir  William  Wahrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Hayter,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Hemphill,  Rt  .Hn.  Charles  H. 
Hobhouse,  C.  E.  H.  (Bristol,E.V 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Joicy,  Sir  James 
Jones,DavidBrynmor(Sw'nsea 
Jones,  W 'lliam  ( Carnarvonshire- 
Joyce,  Michael 

Kay  Shuttleworth,RtHnSirU. 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Kinloch,SirJohnGeorgeSmytlk 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Batty 
Lay  land- Barratt,  Francb 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
McDermott,  Patrick 
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Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Mather,  William 
Mellor,  Rt.  Hon  John  William 
Morgan,  J.  Llovd  (Carmarthen) 
Morlej,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Morton,  Bid w.  J.  C.(Devonport) 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nownes,  Sir  George 
Nolan,CoLJohn  P.(Galway,N.^ 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Norton,  Captain  Cecil  W. 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
OBrien,Kendal(Tipperary  Mid 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N. 
O'Connor,  Jame3(  Wicklo  w,  W. ) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Donnell,  T  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O' Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
O'  Kelly  ,James(  Roscommon,N. 
O'Malley,  William 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D. 
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Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 

Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Priestley,  Arthur 

Rea,  Russell 

Reckitt,  Harold  James 

Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  R  (Waterford) 

Redmond,  William  (Clare) 

Reed,  Sir  Bdw.  James  (Cardiff) 

Rickett,  J.  Compton 

Rigg,  Richard 

Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifiion) 

Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 

Robson,  WilUam  Snowdon 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 

Schwann,  Charles  E. 

Scott,  Chas.  Prestwich  (Leigh) 

Shaw,  Charles  Edw.(Stafford) 

Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 

Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 

Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 

Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 

Soares,  Ernest  J. 

Spencer,Rt.HnC  R(Northants 

Strachey,  Edward 
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Sullivan,  Donal 
j   Taylor,  Theodore  Cooke 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Abel(Carmarthen,E.) 
I   Thomas.  Alfd.  (Glamorgan,  E. 
Thomas,DavidAlfred  (Merthyr 
Thomas,  JA(Glamorffan,6ower 
Trevelyan.  Charles  Phillips 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,JohnLawson(Leed8,S.) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Warner,  Thomas  CourtenayT. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 
Whiteley,  George  (York,  W.R.) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittakar,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merbneth 
WUson,  Chas.  Henry  (Hull,  W. 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Midi 
Woodhouse,Sir  J.T.  HuddersPd 
Young,  Samuel 
YoxaU,  James  Henry 
Tellers  for  the  Nobs— Mr. 
Herbert  Gladstone  and  Mi. 
M»Arthur, 


Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton- 
shire,  R)  said  that  he  based  his 
Aiaendment  for  a  slight  extension  of 
the  powers  to  be  given  under  the  Bill 
on  the  ground  that  the  growth  of  liigher 
grade  schools  and  evening  schools  had 
been  natural  and  almost  automatic. 
It  had  not  been  artificially  forced  by  the 
school  boards,  but  had  been  developed  in 
proportion  to  the  wants  and  desires  of 
the  community.  He  contended  that  the 
growth  and  development  of  such  instru- 
ments of  education  had  been  proved  by 
experience  to  be  desired  by  the  people 
and  to  be  essential  to  the  education  of 
the  children ;  that  that  growth  should  not 
be  artificially  arrested  within  the  narrow 
limits  of  the  Bill ;  and  that  existing 
classes  and  schools  should  not  only  be 
allowed  to  continue,  but  that  the  local 
authorities  should  be  enabled  to  empower 
school  boards  to  create  schools  and 
classes  of  the  kind  contemplated  by  the 
Bill.  Everyone  who  had  followed  the 
question  knew  that  the  growth  of  higher 
grade  and  evening  schools  in  London 
WIS  of  the  most  marked  character. 
Daring  the  last  two  years  the  increase 
ill  the  number  of  evening  schools  was 
13  per  cent.,  and  in  the  number  of  pupils 
15  per  cent,  throughout  the  country. 
Taking  London  alone,  the  increase  in 
evening  schools  was  24  par  cent.,  and 
the  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils 
W.IS  over  100  per  cent.  Those  figures 
furnished  a  tremendous  argument  in 
favour    01     giving     some    further  lati- 


tude than  that  proposed  in  the  Bil' 
With  regard  to  the  higher  grade 
schools,  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  children  per  annum  was  between 
300  and  400,  which  almost  represented 
an  additional  school  every  year. 

Mr.  flavin  (Kerry,  N.)  asked  on  a 
point  of  order  whether  hon.  Gentlemen 
were  entitled  to  hear  an  hon.  Member 
who  was  addressing  the  Chair. 

*The  chairman  :  I  think  it  would 
be  very  desirable  that  the  hon.  Member 
should  be  heard,  especially  as  I  fail  at 
present  to  see  what  relation  his  speech 
bears  to  the  Amendment. 

*xMr.  CHANNING  said  that  with  all  due 
respect  to  the  Chairman*s  opinion,  it  was 
probably  owing  to  his  not  being  able 
to  make  himself  heard  that  his  argu- 
ment did  not  make  itself  plain  to  the 
Chair.  His  argument  was  that  the 
growth  of  higher  grade  and  evening 
schools  was  natural  and  continuous, 
and  a  growth  which  every  rational 
educationist  ought  to  take  into,  account 
in  making  provision  even  for  the  coming 
year  alone.  The  result  of  passing  the 
Bill  without  his  Amendment  would  be 
that  that  growth  would  be  arrested 
As  it  waSj  the  natural  expansion  of  these 
schools  had  been  enormously  restrict^ 
in  London  by  the  administration  of 
the  Minute  of  April,  1900.  He  might 
mention  also  the  case  of  Burnley, 
from  which  there  was  an  appeal  to 
allow    the    [^i^^§^  (^pmentary    school 
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to  be  recognised.  That  was  refused 
by  the  Department,  and  the  parents  were 
told  that  the  children  might  go  to  the 
grammar  schools.  There  were  many 
similar  cases  throughout  the  country. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  As  far  as  I  am 
able  to  gather  the  hon.  Member  is  now 
taking  exception  to  the  past  administra- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Education.  I  do 
not  see  how  that  can  be  in  order  on  this 
Bill,  or  how  it  is  covered  by  the  Amend- 
ment. The  only  difference  I  can  dis- 
cover between  the  Amendment  and  the 
wording  of  the  Bill  is  that  while  the  word- 
ing of  the  Bill  describes  the  period  during 
which  particular  schools  or  classes  have 
been  illegally  conducted  as  one  year,  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  extends 
that  period  further  back.  The  hon. 
Member  must  confine  himself  strictly  to 
the  words  of  his  Amendment. 

*Mr.  CHANNING  said  he  was  extreme- 
ly sorry  that  he  had  not  succeeded  in 
making  his  argument  clear.  His  refer- 
ence to  the  past  administration  of  the 
Board  of  Education  was  by  way  of  illus- 
tration to  show  that  great  arrears  had 
to  be  made  up,  as  well  as  the  prospec- 
tive demands  for  similar  provision  by 
the  school  boards,  and  this  made  a  still 
stronger  argument  for  this  Amendment. 
The  whole  of  his  case  was  that  there  was 
a  continually  increasing  demand  for 
that  kind  of  educational  facilities,  and 
that  the  school  boards  of  London,  Liver- 
pool, Burnley,  and  other  large  towns  had 
already  taken  steps  to  supply  them,  to  j 
which  effect  should  be  given.  On  those  ! 
grounds  he  would  move  his  Amend- 
ment, which  he  hoped  would  receive 
some  consideration  from  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**.  ^^  P*ge  1,  line  5,  after  the  word  *  board,' 
to  insert  the  words  *  in  at  the  time  of  the  pass- 
ing of  this  Act  maintaining  or  has  in  order  to 
nieet  the  educational  wants  of  the  district 
taken  steps  to  provide  or  extend  or.'" — {Mr. 
Channing.) 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  those  words 
l>e  there  inserted.'* 

Sir  J.  GORST :  The  Bill  of  the  Govern- 
nient  is  confined  to  existing  schools, 
and  the  definition  of  existing  schools  is 
very  wide  and  Hberal.  As  I  understand, 
the  hon.  Member  desires  to  enable  local 
authorities  to  empower  school  boards  to 


maintain  existing  schools,  and  also 
some  other  schoofe  which  may  in  some 
way  or  other  come  into  existence  after 
the  passing  of  the  Act.  That  is  an  exten- 
sion of  the  Act  which  the  Government 
cannot  accept.  The  local  secondary 
school  authorities  which  it  is  hoped  the 
Bill  of  next  year  will  create  are  the  proper 
bodies  to  manage  any  new  schools,  and 
in  that  I  agree  with  the  Report  of  the 
Secondary  Education  Commission.  The 
only  ground  on  which  a  provision  of 
this  land  could  be  inserted  is  that  of 
urgent  and  pressing  necessity,  I  can 
assure  the  Committee  that  no  such 
urgent  necessity  will  arise.  We  have 
the  technical  instruction  committees, 
which  can  establish  technical  schools, 
and  which,  for  the  most  part,  have  not 
at  all  exhausted  their  powers.  Only  in  a 
few  places  have  they  spent  all  of  their 
funds.  In  places  where  there  are  no 
schools  the  local  authorities  have  power 
to  spend  technical  instruction  money, 
and  now  that  they  will  be  released  from 
the  competition  of  the  school  boards  it 
is  very  probable  that  the  effect  of  this 
Bill  will  be  to  stimulate  the  local  authori- 
ties to  establish  new  schools.  Besides 
that,  the  school  boards  have  got  very 
large  powers  of  extension  as  far  as  day 
schools  are  concerned  under  the  higher 
elementary  Minute  of  last  session  which 
is  now  embodied  in  the  Code.  I  can 
assure  hon.  Members  that  as  far  as  day 
higher  elementary  schools  are  concerned 
there  is  no  urgency  at  all.  As  regards 
evening  schools,  what  is  wanted  is  not 
extension  but  concentration.  In  the 
opinion  of  the  inspectors  of  the  Board  of 
Education  the  schools  will  be  very  much 
improved  if  they  are  concentrated  instead 
of  being  extended.  There  is  abundant 
room  in  the  schools  for  many  times  the 
number  of  students,  and  anyone  who 
wishes  to  attend  an  evening  school  in  any 
of  the  great  towns  will  not  be  prevented 
by  want  of  school  accommodation. 
As  regards  the  country  districts,  I  think 
there  will  be  a  very  large  extension  and 
increase  in  the  number  of  evening  schools 
during  the  present  winter,  in  consequence 
of  the  Bill  with  which  we  are  now  deaUng. 

Mr.  YOXALL  (Nottingham,  W.)  said 
he  had  listened  with  amazement  to  the 
statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that,  as  regarded  evening  schools,  what 
was    wanted    was     cpncent^i^gif^ 
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not  multiplication.  If  the  Government 
thought  it  desirable  that  evening  educa- 
tion should  spread  among  the  people 
the  way  to  secure  it  was  to  employ  even- 
ing schools  near  their  doors.  That  was 
the  only  business  way  of  extending 
education,  and  it  was  necessary  for  suc- 
cess that  the  nation  should  open  as  many 
educational  emporiums  as  possible.  He 
did  not  know  whether  he  should  be  in 
order  in  discussing  the  question  of  the 
Evening  School  Minute. 
*The  CHAIRMAN:  I  should  think 
that  is  rather  a  subject  by  itself.  I  do  not 
quite  follow  how  it  would  come  in  here. 

Mr.  YOXALL  said  that  under  the 
Evening  School  Minute,  evening  schools 
might  be  provided  by  other  authorities 
than  the  school  board. 
*The  CHAIRMAN  :  But  this  clause 
applies  only  to  school  boards. 

Mr.  YOXALL  said  that  at  the  present 
moment  many  school  boards  were  con- 
sidering the  desirability  of  opening  new 
schools  which  the  experience  of  last 
winter  had  convinced  them  ought  to  be 
established.  The  Amendment  moved 
by  his  hon.  friend  would  enable  those 
schools  to  be  opened  provided  that  the 
consideration  and  the  planning  of  them 
had  taken  place  before  the  date  of  this 
Act.  That  was  an  argument  for  allowing 
an  extension  of  this  Act,  and  it  would 
enable  school  boards  to  start  a  few  more 
schools.  He  hoped  the  Committee  would 
accept  this  Amendment. 

*Mr.  ERNEST  GRAY  (West  Ham,  N.) 
said  the  Amendment  was  one  to  which 
he  attached  great  importance,  and  he 
thought  that  the  substance,  if  not  the 
actual  wording  of  the  Amendment,  ought 
to  have  been  accepted.  The  Amendment 
was  in  no  way  antagonistic  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill,  which  had  been  settled 
by  the  House.  It  was  all  very  well  to 
say  that  there  was  room  for  more  pupils 
in  the  buildings  where  classes  were 
held  now.  That  was  perfectly  ti'ue, 
because  the  evening  school  pupils  were 
drawn  from  a  much  more  limited  class 
than  the  day  school.  But  what  was  the  use 
of  having  empty  buildings  at  one  end  of 
the  town  when  the  need  for  educational 
facilities  existed  at  the  other  end  1  In 
Leeds  they  could  draw  a  straight 
line  nine  miles  long,  and  what  was  the 
use  of  having  a  large  school  at  one  end 
Mr.  Yoxall, 


of  that  line  when  the  pupils  who  wished 
to  attend  Uved  at  the  other  end.  He  did 
not  see  what  objection  the  Government 
could  have  to  this  Amendment.  Ac- 
cording to  what  had  already  been  stated 
the  Education  Department  had  no 
objection  to  doubling  the  number  of 
pupils  in  an  evening  school  which  had 
already  been  established,  but  they  objected 
to  the  same  number  of  pupils  being 
accommodated  in  two  schools  one  at 
each  end  of  the  town.  In  districts 
where  only  one  school  could  be  main- 
tained, and  where  that  school  had  not 
yet  been  opened,  why  should  the  local 
authority  be  prevented  during  the  coming 
winter  from  opening  it  1  He  was  not 
asking  that  the  school  board  should 
I  have  a  free  hand,  for  this  was  all  subject 
I  to  the  sanction  of  the  county  council 
'  The  danger  was  that  if  they  did  not  get 
i  the  pupils  in  the  schools  at  a  certain  age, 
they  lost  them  for  all  time.  The  Amend- 
ment brought  forward  was  a  reasonable 
proposal  to  give  these  young  people  an 
opportunity  of  getting  this  education 
during  the  forthcoming  winter.  Many 
hon.  Members  appeared  to  assume  that 
the  county  councils  had  already  had 
some  experience  in  primary  education, 
but  they  were  altogether  unacquainted 
with  the  work  of  the  evening  schools. 
The  county  councils  had  not  the  legal 
power  to  teach  reading,  writing,  and 
arithmetic  under  the  Technical  Educa- 
tion Acts  to  young  persons  of  any  age  in 
evening  schools.  If  the  Government 
could  see  their  way  to  accept  the  substance 
of  the  Amendment  it  would  remove 
very  much  of  the  opposition  which  exists, 
whether  well  founded  or  ill  founded. 
Many  educational  authorities  had  declared 
that  this  proposal  would  prevent  the 
development  of  their  work,  and  he  asked 
the  Government  to  free  themselves  from 
that  attack  by  accepting  this  Amendment 
i  If  the  county  council  and  the  school 
board  thought  it  was  desirable  that 
'  a  new  school  should  be  opened,  vrhv 
!  should  they  not  have  power  to  do 
this.  He  did  not  know  whether  the 
Government  desired  to  avoid  a  report 
stage  upon  this  Bill,  but  if  they  did  there 
were  other  means  of  introducing  Amend- 
ments of  this  kind.  Entirely  apart  from 
any  partisan  feeling  and  purely  upon 
educational  grounds  he  urged  the  Govem- 
ment  to  reconsider  their  decision  upon 
this  point.  .  . 
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Dr.  MACNAMARA  (Camberwell, 
N.)  said  the  Amendment  touched 
with  a  generous  hand  the  scheme  of 
the  Bill.  All  work  was  sanctioned 
which  was  in  existence  up  to  July 
31  of  this  year.  All  he  asked  was 
that  where  it  was  desired  to  extend  any 
necessary  work  during  the  coming  year 
opportunity  for  extending  it  should  be 
ip.ye\\.  The  Amendment  was  dictated 
by  every  consideration  of  educational 
expediency  and  wisdom,  and  he  hoped 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  would 
agree  to  it.  In  reply  to  a  question  put 
by  him  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
stated  definitely  that  there  would  be 
no  opportunity  given  of  opening  new 
schools.  Under  the  Higher  Elementary 
Minute,  a  very  small  number  of  schools 
had  been  established, and  it  stood  to  reason 
that  there  must  be  a  large  number  of  in- 
stances where  they  desired  to  extend  their 
work.  In  reply  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Nottingham  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Council  said  that,  under  the 
present  law,  the  county  councils  could 
spend  money  upon  teaching,  reading, 
writing,  and  arithmetic,  but  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  appeared  to  have  over- 
looked the  Minute  of  the  Education 
Department  issued  on  the  8th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1893,  which  laid  down  a  rule  to  the 
contrary.  It  was  impossible  for  the 
night  schools  to  use  their  money  for 
those  subjects,  although  they  could  do  so 
for  technical  instruction.  It  was  futile 
for  a  Minister  of  the  Crown  to  stand  up 
in  this  House  in  the  face  of  that  Minute 
and  say  that  they  could  get  money  for 
this  purpose  from  the  county  councils. 
This  Bill  would  steriUse  all  the  work 
which  was  in  being  on  the  31st  of  July 
in  pubHc  elementary  schools.  Last  year 
\H^  new  night  schools  were  open,  and 
34,000  new  pupils  were  enrolled.  It 
was  quite  fair  to  assume  that  a  similar 
number  of  new  schools  would  be  required 
next  year,  and  that  a  similar  number  of 
new  pupils  would  have  to  be  provided  for. 
Last  year  in  London  thejy  opened  27 
new  schools  and  enrolled  27,000  new 
pnpils.  According  to  this  Bill,  they 
could  not  open  a  single  new  school  or 
enroll  a  single  new  pupil.  Lie  had  re- 
ceived many  communications  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  upon  this  subject. 
The  clerk  of  the  Birmingham  School 
Board  had  written  a  letter  to  him  to 
the  effect  that  the  Birmingham  School 
J3oard  would  be  very  glad  if  the  necessary 
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authority  was  given  to  them  to  extend 
their  evening  school  work.  In  Bir- 
mingham the  school  board  had  recom- 
mended the  discontinuance  of  two  of 
these  schools,  and  they  wished  to  open 
two  other  schools  in  more  suitable  dis- 
tricts. This  Bill  did  not  provide  for  that 
emergency. 

Sir  J.  GORST  :  They  can  transfer  one 
of  the  old  schools  to  a  new  district. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  that  that  was 
an  advance  upon  the  Bill  before  the  Com- 
mittee which  would  absolutely  sterihse 
the  work  of  the  school  board.  In  this 
case  they  wanted  to  shut  up  two  old 
schools  in  districts  where  they  had  not 
succeeded,  and  they  wished  to  open  new 
ones  in  growing  parts  of  the  city  of  Bir- 
mingham, but,  according  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
they  could  not  do  that.  Birmingham 
desired  to  open  new  in  place  of  old 
schools.  The  clerk  of  the  Manchester 
School  Board  had  written  to  him  stating 
that  there,  with  the  rapidly  increasing 
su])urbs,  it  was  found  necessary  to  open 
new  night  schools  to  supply  the  needs  of 
new  and  growing  districts.  That  board 
had  had  applications  from  several  volun- 
tary managers  to  oj)en  night  schools  next 
winter  in  premises  where  there  were  no 
night  schools  last  year.  This  Bill  did 
not  provide  for  that,  and,  so  far  as  he 
could  gather,  hon.  Members  opposite  did 
not  desire  that  it  should  do  so.  He  had 
hoped  to  make  a  speech  in  no  party  sense 
whatever.  lie  thought  provision  should 
have  been  made  that,  with  the  sanction 
of  the  Education  Department,  where 
there  was  a  real  demand  for  the  extension 
of  the  work  in  regard  to  the  higher  ele- 
mentary schools  and  the  night  schools, 
the  work  should  not  be  shut  down,  and 
that  there  should  have  been  permission 
to  meet  the  reasonable  demands  of  the 
locality  by  opening  night  schools  beyond 
those  which  were  in  being  during  the 
past  year.  He  did  not  know  whether 
hon.  Members  reaUsed  the  fact  that 
every  year  at  least  400,000  boys  and  girls 
left  the  elementary  day  schools.  That 
meant  that  there  were  2,500,000  young 
people  in  their  teens.  He  dared  say  that 
many  of  them  were  under  beneficent 
influences  in  polytechnics  and  other 
places,  but  it  was  clear  that  there  must  be 
a  large  extension  of  the  night-school 
system  to  meet  the  requirements  of  that 
class.  He  was  sorry  that  it  was  not 
possible    to    provide    for    this    perfectly 
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natural  extension  which  did  not  involve 
overlapping,  and  he  hoped  that  even 
now  he  might  appeal  to  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  to  agree  to  some  pro- 
vision whereby  the  school  boards]would  be 
able  to  open  new  schools  during  the  com- 
ing year  on  receiving  the  sanction  of  the 
local  authority  for  the  purpose  of  so  doing. 

Mr.  ALFRED  IIUTTOX  (Yorkshire, 
Morley)  said  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's interpretation  of  the  position  was 
this — the  county  council  could  give 
money  out  of  the  rates  to  the  mainten- 
ance and  extension  of  these  schools  if 
they  were  not  public  elementary  schools 
carried  on  by  the  school  board,  but 
evening  schools  carried  on  by  a  diocesan 
association.  ; 

Sir  J.  GORST  said  that  the  hon- 
Member  was  mistaken.  What  he  said 
was  that  in  future  none  of  these  school 
could  be  elementary  schools,  bex*ause  in 
such  schools  it  was  only  legal  to  have 
children  and  to  teach  elementary  subjects. 

Mr.  ALFRED  HUITON  said  that  the 
distinction  was  rather  one  of  definition. 
Elementary  subjects  did  not  become 
secondary  because  they  were  taught  to 
persons  over  fifteen.  These  subjects 
remained  elementary  although  the  chil- 
dren had  grown  to  be  adults  in  the 
estimation  of  the  Department.  Could 
a  school  board  carry  on  an  evening  school 
which  was  not  a  public  elementary  school, 
and  could  it  start  a  new  one  under  this 
Bill  1  He  very  much  misunderstood  the 
Cockerton  judgment  and  this  Bill  if  a 
board  could  start  a  new  school  which  was 
not  a  public  elementary  school,  and 
therefore  they  could  not  have  money 
from  the  county  council  for  tliis  purpose. 
If  they  had  evening  schools  teaching 
elementary  subjects,  either  to  adults  or 
to  young  children,  and  they  did  not  call 
them  public  elementary  scliools,  but 
called  them  by  some  other  name,  and  if 
they  were  carried  on  by  a  diocesan 
association,  they  could  come  and  claim 
the  grants  according  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  interpretation  of  the  circu- 
lar which  his  hon.  friend  had  just  read 
out.  Surely  the  work  carried  on  by  the 
school  boards  was  so  good  that,  at  any 
rate,  without  any  contravention  of  the 
splendid  principle  recognised  by  the  Bill, 
such  schools  as  were  in  contemplation  at 
the  present  time  might  be  allowed  to 
be  established. 

Mr.  WHITLEY  said  he  would  venture 
J)r,  Macnamara, 


{COMMONS}  {No.  2)  Bill,  1412 

to  add  an  appeal  to  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  on  this  subject.  He  instanced 
the  case  of  a  borough  which  had  recently 
extended  its  municipal  area  under  a  Bill 
passed  by  this  House.  In  that  area  there 
were  two  particular  places  where  evening 
schools  w^re  required,  and  in  one  cas* 
there  was  an  evening  school  which  ought 
to  be  taken  over  by  the  town  authority. 
On  the  other  side  of  the  town  there  wasa 
district  entirely  without  an  evening 
school,  and  which  was  extremely  anxious 
to  have  that  accommodation  provided. 
There  they  had  a  case  which  under  this 
Bill  was  completely  cut  out.  Why,  in 
Heaven's  name,  should  the  Government 
insist  on  this  cramping  provision  of  the 
Bill  1  Why  could  they  not  allow  schools  al- 
ready in  contemplation,  and  in  many  case 
arranged  for,  and  approved  of  by  inspec- 
tors, to  go  on  during  the  next  winter? 

Mr.  GEORGE  W^HITE  (Norfolk. 
N.W.)  said  the  question  under  considera- 
tion was  even  more  complicated  now 
than  it  was  at  the  beginning  of  the 
evening.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the 
Vice-President  made  it  worse  as  he  went 
along.  There  were  plenty^  of  Member 
opposite  who  had  connection  with  the 
technical  instruction  committees,  and 
he  ventured  to  say  that  no  one  had 
acted  on  the  principle  laid  down  hy  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  night.  He 
was  quite  sure  when  they  came  to  deal 
with  the  matter  through  the  technical 
instruction  committees  that  the  way 
the  Vice-President  said  would  be  so  easy 
would  be  found  not  only  difficult,  but 
absolutely  illegal.  If  it  was  a  good  work 
which  was  being  carried  on  in  the  evening 
schools,  why  should  the  Government 
arrest  its  natural  development  for  even 
twelve  months  1  Surely  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  might  trust  the  new  autho- 
rity to  provide  what  was  necessary  in 
the  way  of  incre^ised  accommodation  and 
facilities  for  the  work.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  there  was  no  urgent 
necessity  for  this  extension,  because  the 
technical  committees  had  not  exhausted 
their  powers.  If  they  had  not  exhausted 
their  powers,  they  had  in  most  cases 
exhausted  their  funds.  They  could  not, 
in  his  judgment,  under  the  Technical 
Acts,  as  at  present  administered,  provide 
for  the  elementary  instruction  which 
was  carried  on  in  the  evening  school 
specially.  The  Amendment  destroyed 
no  principle  which  hon.  Members  oppo- 
site were  contending  for,  and  he  hoped 
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the  Government  would  meet  them 
this  matter. 


Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  165  ; 
Noes,  242.    (Division  List  No.  350.) 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,N.E.) 

Abraham,  William  (Rhondda 

Allen,  Chas.  P.(Glouc., Stroud) 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Asher,  Alexander 

Asquith,  Rt  Hon.Herb.  Henry 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Bay  ley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 

BeU,  Richard 

Boland,  John 

Bolton,  Thomas  DoUing 

Brigg,  John 

Broad  hurst,  Henry 

Brown,  George  M.  (Edinburgh 

Bryce,  Rt  Hon.  James 

Burns,  John 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 

Caldwell,  James 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Oawloy,  Frederick 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Craig,  Robert  Hunter 

Crombie,  John  William 

Cullinan,  J. 

Da  vies,  M.  Vaughan-  (Cardigan 

Delany,  William 

Dewar,  John  A.dnverness-sh.) 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Duffy,  Wilham  J. 

Duncan,  J.  Hastings. 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Klibank,  Master  of 

Emmott,  Alfred 

Evans,SirFranci8H.(Maidsto*e 

E  vans,  SamuelT.  (Glamorgan) 

Farrell,  James  Patrick 

Fen  wick,  Charles 

Ferguson  R.  C.  Munro(Leith) 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. 

Gilhooly,  James 

Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herb.  John 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Gordon,Maj.Evan8-(T*rH'm'ts 

Cirant,  Corrie 

Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Haldane,  Richard  Bur  don 

Hay  den,  John  Patrick 

Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Seale- 

Hayter,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Arthur  D 

Healy,  Timothy  Michael 

HemphiU,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  H. 

Acland-Hood,  Capt.SirAlex.F. 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
AUhusen,  Augustus  Henry  E. 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
i3aney,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Bakarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Alfred 


AYES. 
Hobhouse,  C  E.  H.  (Bristol.E.) 
Hobhouse,  H.  (Somerset,E.) 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,DavidBrynmor(  Swansea 
Jones,William(Carnarvonshire 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  G.  Smyth 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Batty 
Layland-Bcirratt,  Francis 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd- George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lunclon,  W. 
Lviitolton,  Hon.  Alfred 
MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swilt 
M* Arthur,  W.  (Cornwall). 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
Mansfield,  Horace  Kendall 
Mather,  William 
Mellor,  Rt.  Hn.  John  William 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen 
Morley,  Charles  (Brcconshirc) 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Nolan,  Col.  J.  P.  (Galway,  N.) 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Norton,  (  apt.  (  ceil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien, Kendal(Tipperary  Mid 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tippcrary,  N.) 
0'Connor,Jamcs(\Vicklow,W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
O' Kelly,  J.  (Roscommon,  N.) 
O'Malley,  WUliam 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 

NOES. 
Balfour,  Rt.Hon.  A.  J.(Manch'r 
Balfour,  Capt.C.  B.  (Hornsev) 
Ralfour,RtHn.GeraldW.(Leeds 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Bathurst,  Hn.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beach,RtHn.SirM.H.(  Bristol) 
Beach,  Rt.Hn.W.W.B.(Hants.) 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bcntinck,  Lord  IlenryjC. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Bowles,  Capt.  H.  F.(Middle8ex) 


Pearson  ,JSir  Weetman  D. 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rea,  Russell 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  iWaterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Claret 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Rigg,  Richard 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechape!) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Scott,Cha:  lesPrestwich  (Leigh 
Shaw,  (  harles  Edw.  (Stafford 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Siiipman,  T>r.  JohnG. 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire 
Soamcs,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Soarcs,  Ernest  J. 
S]jencer,RtH  nC.R.(Northant» 
Strachey,  Edward 
SuJlivan,  Donal 
Taylor,  Theodore  Cooke 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,Abel  (Carmarthen,E.) 
Thomas,  AlfrediG  lamorgan,E. ) 
Thomas,David  Alfred(Merthyr 
ThomaSjF. Freeman  (Hastings) 
Thomas,JA(Glamorgan,G'wer 
Tomkinson,  James 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tully,  Jasper 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  JohnLawson(Leeds,S. ) 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  Luke  (Yorks.,  E.  R.) 
Whitcley,George(YorkF..W.R.) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Wilson,  Chas.  Henry  (Hull,  W.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Woodhou8c,SirJT(Hudder8f'd) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

TKLUmS    FOR   THE    AyES — Mr. 

Channing   and   Mr.  Ernest 

(J  ray. 

Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Butcher,  John  George 
Carson,  lU.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cautley,  Henr\  Strother 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.(Derby8hire 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor)  i 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwic|>^^ 
Chamberlain,  Rt.Hon.  J.(Birm. 
Chamberlain,J.Austen(Worc'r 
Charrington,  Spencer  r       ^^ 


1415 


Education 


Churcliill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Cog  hill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
CoUings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb.SirJohnCharlesReady 
CoiuptOD,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron(C Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox.Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cran borne,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Aifred 
Cross,  Alexander  ((^lasgow) 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davenport,  William  Bromley- 
Dewar,T.R.(T'rHaml'U,S  Geo. 
Dickson,  Charlesjf>cott 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Dimsdale,  Sir  JosephCockficld 
Dorington,  Sir  John  liltlward 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Durning- Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Fardell.  Sir  T.  George 
Fell  owes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Fergu88on,Rt.Hn.SirJ(Manc'r 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fitzroy,  Hn.  EdwardAlgernon 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 

Foster,Philip  S.(  Warwick  ,S.W. 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Girfit,  William 
Gibbs,Hn.A.G.H(City  of  Lond. 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fred. 
Gordon,Hn.J.E.  (Elgin&Nairn 
Gore,HnG.R.C.Ormsby-lSalop 
Gore,  Hon. S.F.Ormsby-( Line.) 
Gorst,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,Hon.  George  Joachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
G  reen,  Walford  D.  ( Wednesbury 
Greone,SirE.W(BrySEdmnd8) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond- (Cambs.) 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  James  Grimblo 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Hambro,  Charles  Eric 
HamiIton,RtHnLordG(Midd'x 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 
Heath,  James( Staff ords  ,  N.W. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hermon-Hodge,  R.  Trotter 
Hoare,Edw.Brodie(Hamp8tead 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norw'ch) 
Hopc,J.F.(Sheffield,Brightsido 


{COiMMONS} 

Houldsworth,  Sir  Wra.  Henry 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Howard,  J.  iKent,  Faversham) 
Howard,  J.  (Midd.,  Tottenham 
Hudson,  George  Bicker steth 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks.  N.R.) 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jessel,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Kenyon,  Hon.G.  T.  (Denbigh) 
Kenyon,  James  (Lanes.,  Bury 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  W.( Salop 
Keswick,  William 
Knowles.  Lees 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverixjol) 
I^wson,  John  Grant 
Legge,  Col.  Hn.  Heneago 
I^igh-Bennett,  Henry  Currio 
Leveson-Gower,  Fred.  N.  S. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
r^ng,Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Bristol,  S.) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lovvtiier,  C.  (Cumb.,  Eskdale) 
Lucas,  Col  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Lucas,  Reg.  J.(Portsmouth) 
^Lacdona,  John  Cumming 
Maelver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Calmont,  ColH.L.B.  (Cambs 
M'Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Ma  ssey- Main  waring,  Hn.W.  F. 
Maxwell,W.J.H(Dumfriesshire 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milner.Rt-Hon.SirFrcderickG. 
Milton,  Viscount 
Moles  worth,  Sir  Ivcwis 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Montagu,  H  on.  J.  Scott(  I  lants.) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Paey 
More,  Robt.Jasi)er(  Shropshire) 
Morgan, DavidJ.(WalthamstV 
Morgan,  I  In.Fred.(  Monm'thsh. 
Morrell,  (ieorge  Herbert 
Morriss,  Hon.  Martin  HenryF. 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Ar  th  urH.  A.  ( Deptf  ord 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray  ,RtHn  A. Graham(Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham(BatM 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Peel,Hn.  Wm.Robert  Wellesley 
Penn,  John 
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Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  JamesFarquharson 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Renwick,  George 
Ridley,S.FordeiBethnalGrecn, 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  ChasThomson 
Robertson,  Herbert( Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 
Round.  James 
SackviUe,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Saunderson.RtHn.Col.EdwJ. 
Scott,  SirJS.  (Marylebone,  W.; 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.H. (Renfrew) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Skewcs-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,Abel  H.  (Hertford,East 
Smith, tlamesParkerlLa  narks.) 
Smith,  Hon.AV.F.D.  (Strandi 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley ,  Ed  ward  Jas.  ( Somcreet 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stroyan,  John 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(OxrdUDiv 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
ToUemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  W^m.  Kdw.  Murray 
Tufncll,  Lieut.-CoL  Edward 
Valentin,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde.  Colonel  C.  E. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webb,  Col.  William  George 
Welby,Sir  CharlesG.E.(  Notts.! 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Whiteley,H.(A8hton  und.Lpc 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  A.Stanley(Yorks,E.R.:' 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wodchouse,Rt.  Hn.E.R.(BatLi 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 
Younger,  William 

Tellers  for  the  Noes- 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  An  strut  her. 


Mr.  GEORGE  WHITE  said  he  had  |  regard  to  the  payment-s  to  the  teacheis 
pUiced  this  Aiucndiiient  on  the  Paper  ;  ^jiesg  the  date  was  extended  to  tk 
because  it  had  been  pointed  out  to  him  ,  . 

that  there  would  be  some  difficult v  in  '  ^^^  ^^  August.  ^^^i^ 
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Amendment  proiX)Scd — 

"  In  pafje  1,  line  6,  to  leave  out '  thirty-first 
day  of  July,'  and  insert  *  first  day  of  August ' " 
—(Mr.  George  White). 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Sir  J.  GORST  :  This  has  been  inserted 
in  order  to  widen  the  limitation,  but  I 
will  undertake  to  inquire  into  the  matter, 
and  if  it  does  not  achieve  this  object  1 
will  see  that  it  is  S'^t  right. 

Mr.  GEORCJE  WHITE  said  he  would 
withdraw   his  Amendment. 

-» 
Amendment,   by  leave,   withdrawn. 


Amendment  proiX)aed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  6,  to  leave  out  *  July,'  and 
insert  *  December.' " — {Mr.  Herbert  Roberts.) 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  the  word 
'  July  '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Sir  J.  GORST :  I  cannot  accept 
this  Amendment,  because  it  might  cut 
out  altogether  a  number  of  schools.  I 
do  not  think  there  will  be  any  difficulty 
in  the  working  of  the  schools,  and  I  can 
assure  the  hon.  xMember  that  there  will 
be  no  difhculty  whatever  in  getting 
everything  ready  by  the  time  provided. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  213  ; 
Noes,  130.     (Division  List  No.  351.) 


Aclaud-Hood,  Capt.  Sir  A.  F. 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Allimsen,  Augustus  Henry  E. 
Auson,  Sir  \\  in.  lieynell 
Arkwrigbt,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold -Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Eon.  John 
Ba^ot,  Capt  JoscelineFitzKoy 
Bailey,  Jame.s  (Walworth) 
Buhl,  Col.  James  Kohert 
Baird,  John  (loorge  Alexander 
Balcarret*,  Lord 
Baltour,  Kt.  Hn.  A.  J.(Manch'r 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.J5.(Hom.sey) 
lialfour,Kt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds 
Banbury,  Fretlerick  George 
Bathurst,  Hn.  Allen  15. 
Beacb,Rt.Hn.SiriM.H.(Bristol 
Bedch,Kt.Iln.W.W.R(Hants 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
15entinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Blandell,  Col.  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Bowle-s,  Capt.  H.  F.  (Middls'.x 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Butcher,  John  George 
Carson.  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lan  3.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.  W.  (Derbysh.) 
(^ecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  ManoH 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Cliamberlain,Rt.Hn.J.(IJirra. 
Chaml)erlain,JAusten(\Vorc'i- 
Cbarrington,  Spencer 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clare,  Gctavius  Leigh 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.E. 
(^ohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
ColUngs,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colom  b,SirJohnCharlesReady 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron((ilasgow 
(Wbett.T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox,IrwinEdward  Rainbri<lge 
Cran borne,  Viscount 


AYES. 

Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Croasley,  Sir  Savile 
Cust,  Henry  John  C. 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davenport,  Wm.  Rronilev- 
Dewar,TK(rrH'nilets,S.'(Jeo. 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Dimsdale,  Sir  John  Cockfield 
Doughty,  (ieorge 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  Sir  Wm.  Theodore 
Durning-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Aihvyn  Edw. 
Fergu.sson,RtHnSirJ.(Manc'r. 
Fieiden,  Edw.  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  (ieorge  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Kobt.  Bannatyne 
Either,  William  Hayes 
Fitzroy,  Hon.  Edw.  Algernon 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ei-nest 

Foster.PhilipS.  ( War>vick,S  W 
(iardner,  Ernest 
Garfit,  William 
Gibbe,HnA.G.H(CityofLond. 
(iodsoD,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
(iordoD,HnJ.E.(ElginiS:Nairn) 
Gordon  ,Maj  Evans- ( T'rfl'mrs) 
Gore,HnG.R.C.Orm3hy-(Sarp 
(Jorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  E. 
Goschen, Hon. George  Joachim 
(iray,  Emast  (West  Ham) 
Green,  WalfordD(Wednesb'ry 
Greene,SirEW(B'ryS  Edm'nds 
( J  reene,  W.  Raymond  •  (Cam  bs. 
(Jretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
(iroves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hambro,  Charles  Eric 
Hamilton,RtHnLordG.(Mid*x 
Hjislam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Heath,  Jas.  (Stalferds.  N.W.) 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hoare,Edw.Brodie(Hampst'd) 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  H.  (Somerset,  E. ) 
Hope,  J .  F.  (Sheffield,  Brightsi'e 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 


Hoult,  Joseph 

Howard,  J. (Kent,  Faversham) 
Hudson,  (Jeorge  Bickersteth 
Jebb,  Sir  Rich.  Claverhouse 
JeHreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jesisel,  Capt.  Herljert  Merton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Heywooil  (Sussex) 
Kenyon,Ilon.(»eo.T.  (Denbigh) 
Ken}  on-Slaney,Col.W.  (Salop) 
Keswick,  William 
Knowles,  Lees 

Lawrence,  Wm.  F. (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Legj^e,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leigh-Bennett.  Henry  Currie 
Leveson-Gower,  Fred.  N.  S. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Long,Cul.  CharlesW(  Evesham 
Long,  htHn  Walter  (Bristol,S. ) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.,  Eskdale) 
Lucas ,  Col.  Francis( Lowestoft 
Lucas,ReginublJ.(I*ortsniouth 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
^lacdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
AI' Arthur,  Cbarles  (Liverpool 
M'Calmont,  Col.H.L.B.(Cam. 
M*  KiUop,  James  (Stirlingshire 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Massey-Mainwaring,HnW.  F. 
Maxwell,W.J.H.  (Dumfriessh 
Mi!dmay,Francit»  Bingham 
Milner,Rt.Hn.SirFrederickG. 
Moles  worth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  Hon.  J.  S.  (Hants.) 
.Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  R.  Jasper  (Shroi>shire) 
Morgan,  I).  J.  (Waltho-mstow) 
Morrell,  CJeorge  Herbert 
Morris,  Hon.  Martin  Henry  F. 
Monison,  Jajnes  Archibald 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventi-y) 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torr^ 
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Orr-Ewinjf,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Peel.Hn.  Wni.  Robt.  Wellesley 
Penn,  J«»hn 

Platt-Hi^gins,  Frederick 
Powell,  JSir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Em&st  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Handles,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Reid,  Janies  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Far(quharson 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Ridley,  S.  F.  (Bethnal  Green) 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler^Col.  Samuel  Alexander 


Abraham, William(Cork,N.E.  » 

Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 

Allen  ,Charle9P(Glouc. , Stroud 

Asher,  Alexander 

A8quith,RtHonHerbertHenry 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.)  ! 

Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 

Bell,  Richard 

Boland,  John 

Brig^,  John 

BrcMi^hurst,  Henry 

Brown, (ieorge  M. ( Edinburgh)  ' 

Br^'ce,  Rt.  Hon.  James  I 

Bums,  John  , 

BuxtoD,  Sydney  Charles 

Caldwell,  James 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Causton,  Richard  Knight 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crombie,  John  William 

Cullinan,  J. 

Davies,M.  Vaughan-(Cardigan 

Delany,  William 

Dewar,  Joha  A.  (Invemet-s-sh. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Duffy,  William  J. 

Duncan,  J.  Hastings 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Emmott,  Alfred 

Evans.  S.  T.  (Glamorgan) 

Fanell,  James  Patrick 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Flynn,  James  Cl^ristopher 

Gilhooly,  James 

Gladstone,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbt.  J. 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Grant,  Corrie 

Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 


{COMMONS} 

Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Allicrt      i 
Saunderson,  Rt.  Hon. Col. E.J.  i 
Scott.  Sir  S.  (Marjlebone,  W.)  , 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,  E.) 
Smith,  JamesParker(Lanark8  , 
Smith, Hon.  W.  ¥.  D.(Strand)  j 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes. )  , 

Stroyan,  John 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester)  I 
Talbot,RtHnJ.G.(()xfdUniv. 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James        ' 
Tomlin8on,Wm.Edw.  Murray  : 

NOES. 

Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 

Hayter,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  A.  D. 

Healy,  Timothy  Michael 

Hobhouse,  C.  E.  H.  (Bristol, E.) 

Holland,  Wm.  Henry  i 

Horniman,  Frederick  John       ' 

Hutton,  Alfred  iL.  (Morley) 

Jones, William  (Carnarvonsh.) 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Kennedy,  Patrick  Jam  en  < 

Langley,  Batty  ! 

Lay  land- Barratt,  Francis 

Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 

Lev^,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd -George,  David 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lund  on,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 

Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 

MaoNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M' Arthur, William  (Cornwall) 
M*I)ermott,  Patrick 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Mather,  William 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Morton ,  Ed  w.  J.  C.  ( Devonport) 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Newnes,Sir  George 
Nolan,ColJohnP.(Galway,N.) 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien, Kendal(Tipp'r'y,Mid. 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (KUkennv) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,'N.) 
O'Connor,  Jas.  (Wicklow,  W.) 
O'Connor.  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Donnell.T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
0'Kelly,Ja8.  (Ho8common,N.) 
O'Malley,  William 
O'Mara,  James 
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Tufnoll,  Lieut. -Col.  Edward 
Valcntia,  Viscount 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webb,  (>)lon  el  William  George 
Welby,SirCharlesG.  E.(Notts. 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vemon- 
Whiteley,H.  (Ashton-u.-Lyne) 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  AStanlfy(YorksE.R 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wodebouse,  Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.  (Bath 
W>ightson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Younger,  William 
Tellers   for   the   Ayes— 

Sir  William  Walrond  and 

Mr.  Anstruther. 


Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  MeHor 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetmaii  D. 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rea,  Russell 
Reckitt,  Harold  Janies 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.(Waterford 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Rigg,  Richard 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechai)el) 
Scott,  Chas.  Presti*ich  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  Capt.J.  (Forfarshire) 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
S  pencer,  Rt-H  n  C.  R.  ( Northant^ 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Taylor,  Theodore  Cooke 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thoma.s,Abel(Carmarthen,E) 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merth^r) 
Thomas  F,Freeman-(  Hastings 
Tomkinson,  James 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tully,  Japper 

Warner,  Thos.  Courtenay  T. 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White.  Luke  (York,  E.  R) 
Whiteley,George(York,W.R) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  08mond(Merioneth 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid,) 

Tellers  for  the  Noks- 
Mr.  Herbert  Roberts  and 
Mr.  Yoxall. 


Amendment  proposed- 

npag  . 

'  according  to  the  regulations  of  the  Board  of 
Education  in  force  at  the  time  the  school 
board  began  to  provide  the  school  or  class.' " — 
(Mr.  Yoxall.) 


Question  proposed,  *'  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  YOXALL  said  the  object  of  the 
Amendment  he  now  moved  was  to 
secure  that  evening  schools  a<id  classes 


evenmg  scnools  and 
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and  higher  grade  schools  might  proceed 
upon  tlie  Hnes  of  the  plan  laid  down  with 
the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Education 
when  they  were  first  instituted.  lie  | 
desired  to  prevent  new  disabiHties  being 
imposed  by  the  administration  of  the  I 
Board  on  the  schools  which  the  Bill 
relieved  from  the  effects  of  the  Cockcrton 
judgment. 

Sir  J.  GORST :  I  do  not  think  the 
words  the  hon.  Member  proposes  would 
at  all  have  the  effect  which  he  intends. 
We  are  at  present  engaged  describing 
the  schools  to  which  the  Act  is  to  apply. 
If  there  is  a  school  for  which  the  school 
board  began  to  provide,  say,  six  years 
ago,  and  which  was  then  in  accordance 
with  the  regulation  of  the  Department, 
and  if  the  regulations  have  been  altered 
since,  it  would  be  excluded  altogether 
from  the  operation  of  the  Bill.  The 
words. of  the  hon.  Member  would  really 
limit  the  number  of  schools. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.)  suggested  that  the  words  "  in 
force  at  the  time  the  school  board  began 
to  provide  the  school  or  class  "  should  be 
left  out  of  the  Amendment. 

I;  Sir  J.  GORST  :    My  objection  to  that 
form  is  that  it  is  wholly  unnecessary. 

Mr.  YOXALL  said  his  desire  was  that 
these  .schools  should  not  be  submitted  to 
the  condition  laid  down  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  his  night  school 
minute. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  said  he  might  be  con- 
tent with  an  assurance  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  the  new  evening 
schools  Minute  or  any  new  regulations 
issued  by  the  Science  and  Art  Depart- 
ment would  not  be  imposed  on  thes ' 
particular  schools  during  the  next  twelve 
months. 

Sir  J.  GORST  :  The  regulations  and 
the  minute  must  apply  to  all  the  schools. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  said  it  would  be  open 
for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  by  a  stroke 
of  the  pen  to  say  that  the  Science  and 
Art  Department  regulations  withdrew 
the  grants  from  the  schools  in  question, 
and  in  that  way  render  nugatory  the 
purport  and  intention  of  the  Bill. 

Sir  J.  GORST:  I  am  afraid  it  is 
quite  impossible  to  enter  into  any  private 
arrangement  by  which  the  grants  will 
^  given  perfectly  fairly  and  honestly 


according  to  the  regulations.  If  they 
are  not  properly  dealt  with,  any  hon. 
Gentleman  will  have  the  power  of  arraign- 
ing the  action  of  the  Department  next 
session.  If  the  school  boards  wish  to 
have  grants  from  the  Board  of  Education 
they  will  have  to  conform  to  the  regula- 
tions of  the  Board  of  Education  as  in  the 
past. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

*The  CHAIRMAN:  I  do  not  quite 
understand  the  next  Amendment  on  the 
Paper,  standing  in  the  name  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Morley  Division. 

Mr.  ALFRED  HUTl^ON  said  he  under- 
stood that  the  practice  had  been  to  dis- 
allow the  expenditure  of  the  local  rate  by 
the  school  board  upon  certain  classes  of 
higher  grade  schools  arid  evening  con- 
tinuation schools.  The  words  used  in 
this  Bill  were  *'  school  fund."  That  in- 
cluded more  than  the  local  rate,  for  it 
comprised  every  other  source  of  supply 
which  a  school  might  receive.  It  in- 
cluded the  endowments  and  the  Govern- 
ment grants,  the  income  from  fees  and 
local  subscriptions.  The  Act  of  1873 
distinctly  laid  down  that  any  school 
board  might  accept  any  gift  or  endow- 
ment, and  use  it  for  any  educational  pur- 
pose whatever.  He  thought  it  was  a 
little  hard  for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  extend  the  Cockerton  judgment  in 
the  way  he  had  done.  It  was  never 
intended  that  the  provision  in  the  Act 
of  1873  was  to  be  annulled  in  this  way. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  told  them 
that  he  had  made  inquiries  from  his 
legal  advisers  in  order  to  get  to  know 
how  much  it  would  be  safe  to  allow  the 
school  boards  to  give. 

Sir  J.  GORST  :  I  never  said  anything 
of  the  sort. 

Mr.  ALFRED  HUTTON  said  he 
understood  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  state  that  he  had  consulted  his  legal 
advisers  as  to  what  it  would  be  safe  for 
them  to  give. 

Sir  J.  GORST :  What  I  said  was  that 
the  London  School  Board  had  consulted 
their  counsel,  and  he  had  advised  them 
what  it  would  be  safe  for  them  to  do. 

Mr.  ALFRED  HUTTON  asked  if  the 
advice  given  to  the  London  School  Board 
was  going  to  be  the  basis  of  the  proposal 
which  the  Government  were  going  to 
carry  through.        Digitized  by  CjOOQ le 
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Sir  eJ.  GORST  :  The  Hon.  Mom  her  is  so  rates  is  not  legally  applic<ible  to  thcs« 
fond  of  misrepresenting  what  I  said.  1  j  classes,  but  that  does  not  include  endow- 
never   said   that    1   consulted    my    legal  ]  ments.     It  would  bo  bettor  for  clcarnc» 


advisers  upon  the  matter. 

Mr.  ALB^RED  IIUTTON  said  he  would 
withdraw  that  statement,  although  the 
right  hon.  (ientleman  did  introduce  that 
argument  in  his  s])eech.  lie  thought 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Council  might 
have  consulted  his  own  advisers  instead 
of  resting  content  with  tlie  advice  of  the 
London  School  Board  upon  the  matter. 
The  Government  should  try  to  make 
everything  safe  as  far  as  possible.  The 
right  hon.  CJentleman  was  using  the 
words  "  scliool  fund  "  in  such  a  way 
that  the  school  ]))ar(ls  would  be  pre- 
vented from  using  their  Government 
grants,  fees,  and  endowments  in  any  way 
they  chose,  and  by  doing  this  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Council  was  going  far 
beyond  what  were  the  intentions  of  the 
judges  in  the  Cockerton  judgment,  and 
in  what  had  been  und(*rstood  to  be  the 
intention  of  this  Bill.  He  did  not  think 
the  County  Council  ought  to  have  the 
power  to  veto  the  ex})enditure  of  the 
money  received  from  other  sources  than 
the  local  rate,  and  he  begged  to  move  his 
amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  lines  7  and  8,  to  leave  out 
•school  fund,' and  insert  •  local  rate.' *' — [Mr. 
Alfred  Ilutton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
*  school  fund  '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Sir  J.  GORST  :  This  is  a  purely  legal 
question,  and  1  am  advised  that  the  lan- 
guage is  properly  used  by  the  draftsman 
and  adopted  from  the  language  in  the 
statute,  and  also  used  by  the  Court  in 
the  Cockerton  judgment.  The  words 
in  the  Bill  are  : — 

•*  Where  a  school  board  has  maintained  any 
school  or  class  to  the  maintenance  of  which 
the  school  fund  is  not  lawfully  applicable.'* 

Of  course,  if  the  fund  was  lawfully  appli 
cable,  it  would  not  come  under  the  Act" 

Mr.  ASCJUITII  :  I  cannot  agree  with 
the  right  hon.  (Jentleman.  The  school 
fund  was  a  technical  term,  but  the  fund 
may  be  constituted  from  a  number  of 
sources — from  fees  (now  abolislied),  from 
Parliamentary  grants, from  the  rates, and, 
in  some  cases,  from  endowments.  The 
effect  of  the  Cockerton  judgment  is  that 
that  part  of  the  fund  derived  from  the 


to  adopt  the  Amendnjent  of  my  hon 
friend,  which  will  make  it  perfectly  cKar 
that  what  is  meant  is  onlv  that  })art  of 
the  school  fund  contributed  by  the  locu 
rat(\s. 

*Mr.  P:RNEST  C;RAV  was  afraid  tkt 
to  do  so  would  injure  schools  nuw 
conducted  by  small  school  boards,  wh'  n. 
not  infrequently  evening  sohools  had 
been  carried  on  by  contributions  andnii 
condition  that  no  expense  should  fall  « ii 
the  rates.  In  future  th«'re  would  he  tw 
classes  of  evening  schools  under  the  con 
trol  of  the  school  boards-one.  the  oleiiion 
tary  evening  schools  with  the  restricti<  i> 
of  Paragraph  21  of  the  Minute  ;  andll^ 
other,  the  schools  under  dual  contn-. 
which  had  been  hit  by  the  Cockerton  jmi;: 
ment,  and  which  would  receive  rcli': 
by  this  Bill.  If  the  words  "'  local  rate 
were  used  instead  of  '*  school  fund  "'  s^n.t 
of  these  schools  would  be  prevented  l'\ 
the  iMinute  from  giving  instruction  ^< 
children  over  fifteen,  and  the  effect  would 
be  to  restrict  a  number  of  schools  whicL 
could  be  continued  under  the  provision.^ 
of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  ASQUITIl  said  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  importing  new  matter  in  con- 
nection with  restrictions  which  might 
be  imposed  by  a  Minnte  hereafter  to 
come  in  force.  He  was  extending  tin 
sco{)e  of  the  Bill. 

*Mr.  ERNEST  CRAY  said  that  within 
the  next  few  days  the  Minute  would  I  <  in 
operation,  and  then  there  could  le  but 
two  classes  of  schools  carried  on  by  tht 
scliool  boards.  If  what  he  had  said  now 
was  not  strictly  correct  it  would  b 
correct  next  week. 

Sir  J.  GORST  :  May  I  read  to  th( 
Committee  a  few  of  the  last  words  of  tin 
Master  of  the  Rolls  in  the  Cockert(»n 
judgment  ? 

"  I  say  it  is  not  within  the  powers  of  a  1m  an! 
a«  a  statutory  corponibion  to  provide  science 
and  art  schools  or  classes  of  the  kiml  referml 
to  in  this  case,  either  in  the  day  schools  or  in 
evening  continuation  .schools,  out  of  the  School 
Baard  rate  or  school  fund." 

Mr.  BOUSFIELD  said  this  wa.^  n 
restricting  Amendment,  that  was  to  Siiy 
it  narrowed  the  class  of  cases  to  which  tlu' 
remedy  j)rovided  by  the  Bill  might  l»e 
applied. 
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♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  (Oxford  Uni- 
versity) said  that  the  Cockerton  judg- 
ment in  the  Divisional  Court  was 
limited  to  the  application  of  the  local 
rate,  but  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of 
Appeal  extended  to  the  application  of  the 
entirety  of  the  school  fund,  and  there- 
fore to  Umit  the  Bill  to  the  local 
rate  fund  would  be  to  Umit  the  reUef 
afforded  by  the  Bill. 

Mr.  BRYCE  thought  that  in  one  form 
or  another  they  ought  to  provide  that 
where  continuation  schools  had  been  sup- 
ported otherwise  than  out  of  the  rates 
they  should  not  fall  within  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill.  If  the  money  did  not  come 
out  of  the  rate,  but  from  an  endowment, 
the  school  board  ought  not  to  be  obhged 
as  a  matter  of  principle  to  go  and  ask 


I  leave  from  the  local  authority  to  con- 
I  tinue  the  work.  A  school  so  supported 
,  would  not  come  within  the  purview  of 
I  the  Bill  at  all. 

!      Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :   In  the  Bill  we 

have  followed  accurately  the  words  of  the 
I  Cockerton  judgment,  and  in  following 
I  those  words  we  have  surely  taken  the 

safest  course.  The  Cockerton  judgment 
'  has  distinctly  laid  down  that  the  school 
,  fund  is  applicable  only  to  elementary 
I  education,  and  I  think  that  it  would  be 

most  dangerous  to  vary  our  Bill  from  the 

words  of  that  judgment. 

[The  Lord  Advocate  took  the  Chair 

at  1  a.m.] 
Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  185  ; 
Noes,  112.     (Division  List  No.  352.) 


Acland-Hood,Capt.Sir  Alex.F. 
Agg-Ciardner,  James  Tynte 
AUhusen,  Augustus  Hy.  Eden 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold- Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Ba^ot,  Capt  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn  A.J.(Manch'r) 
Balfour,  Cant.  C.  B.  (Hornsey) 
Balfour,RtHnGeraldVV.(Leecls 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Bathurst,Hon.  AUenBenjamin 
Beach,Rt.  Hn.SirM.H(Bristol) 
Beach,RtHon.W.W.B.(Hant8. 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Bowles,  Capt.  H.  F.  (Middlesex 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Butcher,  John  George 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.  W.  ( Derby  sliire 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,Rt  .H  on.  J.  ( Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  Austen(Worc*r 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clare,  Gctavius  Leigh 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Ceilings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Charles  Ready 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyno 
Corbett, A.Cameron  (Glasgow) 


AYES. 

Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridgo 

'  Cranborne,  Viscount 

,  Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 

'  Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Cust,  Henry  John  C. 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 

,  Dewar,T.R.(T'rH'mlets,S.Geo. 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 

]  Dirasdale,  Sir  Joseph  Cockficld 

,  Doughty,  George 

I  Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Doxford,  SirWilliam  Theodore 
Durning-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 

I  Fellowes,  Hn.  Ailwyn  Edward 

j  Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  George  H. 

I  Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
B'isher,  William  Hayes 
Fitzroy,Hon.  Edward  Algernon 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 

I  Foster,  Philip  S(Warwick,S.W. 

-  Gardner,  Ernest 

!  Garfit,  William 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gordon, Hn.J.E.  (Elgin&Xairn 
Gordon,MajEvans(T'rH'mlets 
Gore,HnG.R.C.Ormsby-(Salop 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  EUdon 
Goschen,  Hn.  George  Joachim 

,  Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 

I  Greene,SirEW(B'ryS.Edm'nds 

I  Greene.  W.  Raymond-(Cambs. 
Gretton,  John 

,  Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 

I  Groves.  James  (irirable 

I  Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 

I  Hambro,  Charles  Eric 
Harailton,Rt.HnLordG.(Mid'x 

I  Heath,  James( Staff ords.,N.W. ) 

I  Helder,  Augustus 

I  Tloare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 

'  Hobhouse,  Henry(  Somerset,E. 


Hope,  J.l'.(Sheffield,Bright8ide 
Houldsworth,  SirWm.  Henry 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Howard,  J.  (Kent,  Faversham 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 

I   Kenyon,  Hon.  G.  T.  (Denbigh 

I   Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.W.(  Salop) 

I    Keswick,  William 

I    Knowles,  Lees 

I    Lawson,  John  Grant 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 

i   Levoson-Gower,  Fred.  N.  S. 

I    Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 

I    Long,Col.Charle8W.( Evesham) 
Long,Rt.Hn.Walter(Bristol,S) 

I    Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.   Eskdale) 

1    Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Lu  ca8,ReginaldJ.  ( Portsmouth ) 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M* Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Calmont,Col.H.L.B.(CambF 
M'Killop,  Jas.  (Stirlingshire) 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Massey-Main waring,  Hn.  W.F. 
Maxwell, W\  J.  H.(  Dumfriessh. 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bincham 
Milner,Rt.Hn.Sir  FrederickG. 
Molcsworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,RobtJasper(  Shropshire) 
Morgan,  D.  J.  ^Walthamstow) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morris,Hon.  Martin  Henry  F. 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,Arthur  H.A.(Deptford 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Nicholson,  William  Grah^rjip 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian       3 
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O'Neill,  Hon.  Robt.  Torrena 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Peel,Rt.Hn.Wm.Rbt.\Velle8ley 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Ridley  ,S.  For  de(  BothnalG  reen ) 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn-Chas-Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,N.K) 

Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 

Allon,CharlesP.  (Glouc.Stroud 

Asher,  Alexander 

Asquith.Rt.  Hn,HerbortHenry 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Boland,  John 

Brigg,  John 

Brown,  GeorgeM.  (Edinburgh 

Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 

Burns,  John 

Caldwell,  James 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Causton,  Richard  Knight 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Cullinan,  J. 

Davies,M.  Vaug  ban -{Cardigan 

Delany,  William 

Dewar,  John  A.  ( Inverness  sh. 

Doogan,  P.  C 

Duffy,  William  J. 

Duncan,  J.  Hastings 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Evans,  Samuel  T. (Glamorgan) 

Farrcll,  James  Patrick 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Gilhooly,  James 

Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Gurdon,  Sir  \V.  Brampton 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Hayne,  Rt  Hn.  Charles  Scale 

Healy,  Timothy  Michael 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  *'  That 
the  Chairman  do  report  Progress  ;  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again  " — (Mr.  A.  J.Bal- 
four)— put,  and  agreed  to. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  to-morrow. 

JUSTICES      JURISDICTION      (LONDON) 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Order  for  Second  Heading  read,  and 
discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn.  i 


I  Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert      i 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 

j  Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 

I  Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 

i  Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,  E.) 
Smith,Jame8Parker(Lanarks.) 

I  Smith.  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand? 
Spear,  John  Ward  ,  i 

t  Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stroyan,  John  i 

i  Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 

I  Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 

'  Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.(^(OxrdUniv.  , 

I  Thorton,  Percy  M. 

,  Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 

NOES 

'  Hobhouse,  C.  E.  H.(Bristol,E.)  i 
Holland,  Wm.  Henry 
Jones,  \Vm.( Carnarvonshire) 
Joyce,  Michael  I 

Kennedy,  Patrick  James  | 

Lang  ley.  Batty  i 

Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lund  on,  W.  » 

MacDonncll,  Dr.  Mark  A.  i 

Maenamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
M'Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Dermott,  Patrick  i 

Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall         ' 
Mather,  William 
Morley,  Chas.  (Breeonshire)       I 
Morton,  Edw.J.C.  (DevoniX)rt)  I 
Murphy,  John  I 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P.  | 

Nolan,  Col.  JohnP.((falwayN. 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South)  | 
Niissey,  Thomas  Willans  j 

O'  BricnKcndaKTipperaryMid. 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny)      I 
0*Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.)    ' 
O'Connor,  Jamcs(Wicklow,W.) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.)  I 

O'Dowd,  John  i 

O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.)  I 
0'Kelly,Jas.  (Roscommon,  N.)  i 
O'Malley,  WiUiam  1 

O'Mara,  James  i 

Partington,  Oswald  ' 

Paulton,  James  Mellor  ' 

Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D.  ' 


Valentia,  Viscount 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Webb,  Colonel  Wm.  George 
Welby,  Sir  Charle8G.E.( Notts.) 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Whiteley,H  (Ashton  und.Lyne 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York,E.R) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Younger,  William 

Tkllhis  eor  the  .\yes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  An  strut  her 


Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rea,  Russell 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.(Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Rigg,  Richard 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitecha[)el) 
Scott,  Chas.  Prcstwich  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair, Capt. John  (Forfarsh.i 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Spencer, RtHn.CR  (Northants 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Taylor,  Theodore  Cooke 
Thomas,  AbeKCarmarthen,  E.) 
Thomas,DavidAlfred(Merthyr 
T  hom  as,  F.  Freeman  •(  Hastings) 
Torakinson,  James 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tully,  Jasper 

Warner,  Thomas  CourtenayT. 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
Wliite,  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 
Whitley ,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Nobs- 
Mr.  Alfred  Hutton  and  Mr. 
Corrie  Grant 


(No.  2) 


PREVENTION  OF  CORRUPTION 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

Ill  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  Ihm 
of  the  22nd  day  of  this  instant  July,  iir- 
Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without 
Question  put. 

Adjourned     accordingly      at    t«n 
minutes  after  One  of  the  clock- 
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PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

SHANNON  WATER   AND  ELECTRIC 
POWER  BILL.    (By  Ordbr.) 

Lords*  Amendments  considered  and 
agreed  to,  and  consequential  Amend- 
ments made  to  the  Bill. 


BELFAST  HARBOUR  BILL  [Lords]. 
(Bt  Oeidbr.) 


Order  for  the  Third  Reading  read. 
King's  Consent  signified. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put^ 
**  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 
time." 

The  House  divided ;  Ayes,  82 ;  Noes,. 
58.    (Division  List  No.  353.) 


Aoland-Hood,  Capt.  Sir  A.  F. 
Anstnither,  H.  T. 
ArnoldrForster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrd,  Sir  William 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balfour,Rt.Hon.A.J.  (Manch'r 
Balfour,Rt.HnGeraldW.(Leed8 
Bathur8t,Hon.Allen  Benjamin 
Beach,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bristol) 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bowles,  Capt.  H.  F.  (Middli 
Caldwell,  James 
Cavendish.V.C.W.  (Derbyshire 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,Rt.H(»i.  Jv  ( Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  Au8ten(W  orc'r 
Cc^hiii,  Douglas  Harry 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Duming-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Fellowes,Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flower,   Earnest 
Fo8ter,PhilipS.(Warwick,S.W. 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Qordon,Hn.J.E.(Elffin&  Nairn 
Gorst,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 


Broadhurst,  Henry 

Burt,  Thomas 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 

Cameron,  Robert 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Craig,  Robert  Hunter 

CuUinan,  J. 

Dewar,  John  A.(Invemess-sb. 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charlec 

Duffy,  Wilham  J. 

Farrell,  James  Patrick 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Field,  William 

Gilhooly,  James 

Grant,  Corrie 

Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 

Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 

Homiman,  Frederick  John 

Button,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 

Joyce,  Michael 


AYKSi 

Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gretton,  John 
Hain,  Edward 
Hardy,  L.  (Kent,  Ashford) 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Hoare,Edw.Brodle(Hamp6tead 
Hobhouse,Henry  (Somerset,£. 
Hope,  J.F.(Sheffield,  Brightside 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Clayerhouse 
Jessel,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Leyeson-Gower,  Fred.  N.  S. 
Long,Rt.  Hn.Walter(Bristol,S. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
M'Iver,SirLewis(EdinburffhW 
M'Killop,James  (Stirlingshire) 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Maxwell,  W.J.H(Dumfries8hire 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  CoL  Wyndham  (Beth ) 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick     g 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Purvis,  Robert 

NOE£^ 

Lan^ley,  Batty 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lough,  Thomas 

A^namara,  Dr.  Thomas  u 

MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 

M'Kenna,  Reginald 

Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 

Murphy,  John 

Nolan,  CoL  J.  P.  (Galway,  N.) 

0'Brien,Kendal(TipperaTy9Mid 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N. 

O'DonneU,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 

CDowd,  John 

0*Mara,  James 

CVShaughnessy,  P.  J 

Paulton,  James  Mellor 

Pirie,  Duncan  Y. 

Rea,  Russell 

Reddy.M. 

Redmond,John  K  ( Waterford) 

Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbigbs.) 


Rankin,  Sir  James 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Renwick,  George 
Ritchie,Rt.Hn.  Chas.Thomson 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wabond,  RtHn.SirWilliamH. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Wason,  JohnCathcart(Orkney 
Webb,  Colonel  William  George 
Welby,Lt.-Col.A.C.E.(Taunton 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vemon- 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
WUls,  Sir  Frederick 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 


TlLLIBa  ^  rOR      THB      Ay 

Sir  James  Haslett  and  Mr. 
William  Johnston. 


Scott,  Chas.  Prestwich  (Leigh> 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John^Ai. 
Spencer,Rt.Hn.C.R(Northant» 
Straohey,  Edward 
Sulliyan,  Donal 
Tomkinson,  James 
Treyelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T» 
Wason,£ugene(Gaokmannan> 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth} 
Wibon,  Henry  J.(York,W.R.> 
Wilson,  John  (Durham^id) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tblless     tor    the    Non — 
Mr.  Flynn  and  Mr<  Boland. , 


Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  without  amendment. 
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BROADSTAIRS  AND  ST.  PETER'S  WATER 
AND  IMPROVEMENT  BILL  [Lords]. 

CENTRAL   LONDON    RAILWAY    (No.    2) 
BILL  [Lords]. 

As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

DOVER  HARBOUR  BILL  [Lords]. 
As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

CITY    AND    BRIXTON    RAILWAY    BILL- 
[Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

EDINBURGH     CORPORATION      ORDER 
CONFIRMATION  BILL. 

STIRLING  CORPORATION  ORDER  CON- 
FIRMATION BILL. 

[Undkr    the      Privatb   Legislation    Pro- 
CEDTTKE  (Scotland)  Act,  1899.] 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

CLYDEBANK        BURGH        TRAMWAYS 
ORDER  CONFIRMATION  BILL  [Lords]. 

EDINBURGH    AND     DISTRICT    WATER 
ORDER    CONFIRMATION    BILL    [Lords]. 

[Under    the    Private    Legislation    Pro- 
cedure (Scotland)  Act,  1899.] 

Read   the    third   time,    and   passed, 
without  amendment. 


{COMMONS}  {No.  2)  BiU.  \m 

SALE  OF   INTOXICATING   HQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN  3ILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Hindley; 
Accrington ;  Hampstead ;  Malvern 
Link  ;  and  Liss  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


PETITIONS, 


AGRICULTURAL  RATES  ACT  (1896)  ETC., 
CONTINUANCE  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Arbroath  ; 
Kinross-shire ;  East  Kilbride ;  Mearns  ; 
North  Eastern  Counties ;  Mid  Annan- 
dale  ;  ELincardineshire ;  Kippen  ; 
Grougar ;  Jedf orest ;  Dalrymple ;  Forres ; 
Monkton  ;  Dumbartonshire  ;  Arran  ; 
Bute  ;  Breadalbane  ;  Avondale.;  Lauder- 
dale ;  Berwickshire ;  and  Central 
Banffshire  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EDUCATION  (CONTINUATION  SCHOOLS) 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Dewsbury,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EDUCATION  (No.  2)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Worcester,  against;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table* 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

EDUCATION    (ENGLAND    AND    WALES) 
(ENDOWED  SCHOOLS  ACTS). 

Return  [presented  19th  July]  to  be 
printed.     [No.  280.] 

AFRICA  (Na  7,  1900). 
Copy   presented,    of   Report   by  His 
Majesty's  Special  Commissioner  on  the 
Protectorate  of  Uganda,  with  Map  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon^he  Table. 

LOSS  OF  LIFE  AT  SEA. 

Return  ordered,  **  of  the  Loss  of  Life 

at  Sea  for  the  year  1900  (in  continuation 

of  Parliamentary  Paper,   No.    339,  of 

Session  1900)."— (ilfr.  Gerald  Balfour) 


PRIVATE     LEGISLATION     PROCEDURE 
(IRELAND)  BILL. 

Order  [this  day]  for  resuming  Ad- 
journed Debate  on  Second  Reading 
read,  and  discharged.     Bill  Trithdrawn. 

EDUCATION  (No.  2)  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHBB  'Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  1  : — 

Mr.  YOXALL  (Nottingham,  W.) 
moved  after  the  word  **  Class  "  in  line  8, 
to  insert  ''  or  any  higher  elementary 
school  or  class  according  to  the  Higher 
Elementary^  School  Minute,  1900." 
He  thought[that  these  higher  elementar; 
schools  were  placed  in  jeopardy  by  the 
Bill.  At  any  rate,  some  doubt  was  fdt 
on  the  matter  as  a  result  of  the  Cockerton 
judgment.  It  was  very  important  if 
these  schools  were  to  continue  to  exist 
that  their  position  should  be  le^;alised. 
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Amendment  proposed — 

*^In  page  1,  line  8,  after  the  word  '  class,'  to 
inseH  the  words  '  or  any  higher  elementary 
school  or  class  according  to  the  Higher  Elemen- 
tery  School  Minute,  1900.'  "— {JITr.  YoxalL) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  those  words 
ie  there  inserted/* 

Thb  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the 
BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  (Sir  J. 
OOEST,  Cambridge  University)  said  he 
<ould  assure  the  hon.  Member  that  his 
Amendment  was  unnecessary.  There 
was  no  doubt  that  the  higher  elemen- 
tary schools  were  public  elementary 
schools  under  the  Act,  and  that  the 
^hool  fund  might  be  properly  applied 
Xo  the  maintenance  of  such  schools. 

DiL  MACNAMARA  (Camberwell,  N.) 
«aid  he  was  sorry  the  right  hon.  the  Vice- 
President  did  not  accept  the  Amend- 
ment. The  higher  elementary  schools 
were  not  in  the  Bill,  although  he  believed 
the  Bill  permitted,  or  sanctioned,  night 
.schools. 

Sir  J.  QORST :  Both  day  and  night 

rSChools. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  that  there 
was  no  specific  mention  in  the  Bill  of 
the  higher  elementary  schools,  and  the 
Cockerton  judgment  laid  it  down  that 
these  schools  were  not  sanctioned  except 
based  on  the  Whitehall  Code  of  1898— 
not  the  Code  of  1900.  He  could  assure 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman  that  there  was 
a  great  deal  of  anxiety  about  this  matter, 
and  what  they  wanted  to  secure  was 
the  allaying  of  that  anxiety,  and  the 
placing  of  the  legitimacy  of  the  higher 
elementary  schools  beyond  doubt  or 
question. 

Sm  J.  GORST  said  the  hon.  Member 
did  not  seem  to  appreciate  the  matter. 


If  there  was  any  such  alarm  as  he 
said  there  was,  application  could  be 
made  to  the  local  authorities,  and  it 
would  be  found  that  these  schools  were 
sanctioned  under  the  Bill  as  it  stood 

Mr.  CORRIE  grant  (Warwick- 
shire, Rugby)  said  that  if  the  Governr 
ment  were  not  going  to  argue  Amend- 
ments proposed  from  that  side  of  the 
House,  it  would  be  more  convenient  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  were  to  say  so, 
and  that  no  Amendments  whatever 
would  be  accepted.  The  Opposition 
would  then  know  where  they  were. 
He  really  suggested  that  the  Amend- 
ment was  necessary  to  bring  the  higher 
elementary  schools  within  the  scope  of 
the  Bill.  From  the  position  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  taken  up,  there 
would  necessarily  be  some  doubt  in  the 
minds  of  the  school ,  boards  as  to  the 
exact  meaning  of  the  Bill.  If  the  school 
boards  went  to  the  local  authorities  to 
find  whether  the  higher  elementary 
schools  came  within  the  Act,  the  local 
authorities  would  say  that  they  coidd 
not  find  them  in  the  Act.  Then  the 
school  board  would  say  that  in  the 
debates  in  the  House  of  Commons  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Council  said  that 
the  higher  Momentary  schools  were 
within  the  Act,  whereupon  the  legal 
adviser  of  the  county  council  would 
say  that  anv  assurance  given  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  across  the  floor 
of  the  House  of  Commons  had  no  legal 
force  whatever,  that  it  could  not  bind 
the  county  council,  and  that  if  the 
Government  had  wanted  to  make  that 
assurance  effective  they  would  have  put 
it  in  the  Bill. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  93  ; 
Noes,  110.    (Division  List  No.  354.) 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,N.£.) 

Asher,  Alexander 

Barry,  E.  (Cork.  S.) 

Bavley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Bolan<l,John 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

Brown,  Qeorge  M.(  Edinburgh) 

Bryoe,  Rt.  Hon.  James 

Burt,  Thomas 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 


AYES, 

Caldwell,  James  ^ 
Cameron,  Robert 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Crai^,  Robert  Htmter 
Cnllinan,  J. 

Davies,M.yaughan-(Cardigan) 
DocM^an,  P.  C  ^     • 

Dul^,  WiUiam  J. 

3H2    ' 


Duncan,  J.  (Hastings) 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Farrell,  James  Patrick 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  <Leith) 

Fl^nn,  James  Christopher 

GiihooLy,  James 

Grant,  Corrie 

Grey  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 

Guraon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
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Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Havne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  CharlesH. 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife^  West) 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  George  S. 
Langley,  Battey 
La^land'Barratt,  Francis 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lundon,  W. 

MacNeiU,  John  Qordon  Swift 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
Morsan,  J.  Lloyd(  Carmarthen 
MorIey»  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Morton,  Edw^.C  (Devonport) 
Murpliy,  John 
Nannetti,  Jos«>h  P. 
Nolan,  Col.  J.  P.  (Galway,  N.) 


{COMMONS} 

Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  Kendal(TipperaryMid 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
CDowd,  John 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
PkkrtingtoQ,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Rea,  Russell 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  £.  ( Waterf ord ) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Scott,  Chas.  Prestwioh  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  6. 
Soares,  Eb^est  J. 
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^ncer,RtHnC.R.(Northants 
Strachey,  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Taylor,  Theodore  Cooke 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,  E. 
Thomas,DavidAlfred  iMerthyr 
Tomkinson,  James 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
TuUy,  Jasper 
Wallace,  Robert 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  !► 
Wason,  Eugene  (d^kmannaik 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
Williams,  Osmond  i  Merioneth)' 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.>. 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.)- 

Tillers  foe  the  Atbb. — 
Mr.  Yoxall  and  Dr^ 
Macnamara. 


AdandHood,  Capt  Sir  A.  F. 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  0. 
ArroU,  SirWUliam 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balfour,Rt.  Hon.  A. J.(Manc'r) 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds) 
Bathurst,  Hon.  A.  Benjamin 
Beach,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bristol) 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bowles,  Capt.  H.  F.(Middlesex) 
CampbeU,Rt.Hn.J.A(Glasgow) 
Cavendi8h,V.C.W.(Derbyshire 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lora  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hon.  J.(  Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  Au8ten(  Worc*r 
Coffhill,  Douglas  Harry 
CoUings,  Rt  Hon.  Jesse 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Durning-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Fardell,  SirT.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flower,  Earnest 

Foster,PhiUpS.(Warwick,S.W. 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Godson,Sir  Augustus  Frederick 
Gordon,Hn.J.£.  (Elgin&Naim 
Gorst,Rt.Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gretton,  John 


NOES, 

Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Hain,  Edward 

Hamilton3tHnLordG.(Mid'x 
Hardy,Laurence(Kent,  Ashf 'rd 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Hoare,  Ed  wBrodie(  Hampstead 
Hobhouse,  Henry(Somer8et,K 
Hope,J.F.(Sheffield,Brightside 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
JeBsel,CaptainHerbert  Merton 
Johnston,  WUliam  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Kenyon-Slaney,Col.W.(  Salop. ) 
Keswick,  William 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Legge,  CoL  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,Frederick  N.S. 
Long,RtHn.Walter(Bristol,S. 
Lucas,  ReginaldJ.i  Portsmouth 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M'Killop,  James(Stirlingshire) 
Malccto,  Ian 

Maxwell,  WJH  (Dumfriesshire 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Mitchell,  William 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  R.  Gray  C. 
Murray,  Col. Wyndham  (Bath) 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Percy,  Esri 

Hatt-Higj^ins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 


Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Reid,  James  (Greenock)' 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  George 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  Thomson) 
RoUit.  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 
Rutherford,  John 
Sadler,  CoL  S.  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse- 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot.Rt  Hn  J.  G.;(Oxf .  Univ. 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tdlemache,  Heniy  James 
Tomlinson,  W.  Edw.  Murray 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Wason,  J.  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
Webb,  Col.  WUliam  George 
Welby,Lt.Col  A.  C.  L.(Tauntoa. 
Went  worth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wills,  Sir  Frederick 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wodehouse.  Rt.Hn.E.R.(Bath) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 

Tellers  for  the  Nobs— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and. 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Mr.  yoxall  moved  to  amend  the 
clause  by  inserting  before  the  word 
**  maintenance "  in  line  3  the  words 
**  provision  or."  He  said  that  "main- 
tenance *'  had  a  technical  meaning,  a^d 


referred  to  the  current  expenses  of 
upkeep.  If  it  had  been  illegal  in  the 
past,  and  was  now,  to  use.  the  school 
fund  for  the  purpose  of  ''maintaining  ' 
the  school,  it^w^^^^^^%(^egal  to  use 
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the  school  fund  for  "  providing "  a 
school  or  class,  for  the  purchase  of  the 
land,  for  the  cost  of  the  building  and  the 
furniture. 

*The  chairman  said  that  if  there 
iras  any  real  distinction  between  **  pro- 
Tision  "  and  "  maintenance,"  then  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  Amendment  ought  to 
be  in  the  third  Une  of  the  clause — after 
^'  maintained  out  of  '*  to  insert  "  or 
provided  by." 

Mr.   YOXALL  said  he  preferred  his 
jown  form  of  the  Amendment. 


Sir  J.  GORST  said  that  the  Am^nd- 
ment  was  quite  unnecessary. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  line  8,  after  the  first  word 
*  the  *  to  insert  the  words  *  provision  or.*  "— 
{Mr.  YoaalL) 

Question  put,  **  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  104  ; 
Noes,  143.     (Division  List  No.  355.) 


Abraham,  William(Cork,N.E. 
Asher,  Alexander 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Boland,  John 
BroadhuTBt,  Henry 
Brown,Georj[e  M.  (Edinburgh) 
firyce,  Rt  Hon.  James 
Bart,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
-Caine,  William  Sproston 
«€aldwell,  James 
'Cameron,  Robert 
Carew,  James  Laurence 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Channinff,  Francis  Allston 
-Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Crai^  Robert  Hunter 
Cullman,  J. 

Daviee,M.Vaughan-(Cardigan 
Dewar,  J.  A.  ^yemess-sh.) 
Dw^an,  P.  C. 
Duffy,  William  J. 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Elibank,  Master  of 
J'arrell,  James  Patrick 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  M.  (Leith) 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
<JiIhooly,  James 
<irant,  Corrie 

'Cw,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
•Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
;Curdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
flay  den,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  Beale- 


AYES. 

Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  H. 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Hope;  John  D.  (Fife,  West) 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kay-Shuttleworth,RtHnSirU 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Kioloch,  Sir  John  Greorge  S. 
Lanffley,  Batty 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Logan,  John  William 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lundon,  W. 

Macnamara»  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
MaoNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Ksnna,  Reginald 
Morgan,  J.  L.  (Carmarthen) 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconsbire) 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Murphy,  J. 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nolan,CoLJohnP.(Galway,N. 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  K.  (Tipperary,  Mid) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Donnell  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 

O'Kelly,  J.  (Roscommon,  N.) 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughneesy,  P.  J. 
Partin^n,  Oswald 


Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Rea,  Russell 
Reddy,M 

Redmond,  John  E.(Waterford) 
Roberts,  John  H>  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Scott,  Chas.  Prestwich  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Thos.  (Hawick  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Spencer,RtHnC.  R(Northants) 
Strachey,  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Taylor,  Theodore  Cooke 
Thomas,  Abel(Carmarthen,E. ) 
Thomas,  David  Alf.(Merthyr) 
Tomkinson,  James 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tully,  Jasper 
Wallace,  Robert 
Warner,  Thomas  CourtenayT. 
Wa8on,£ugene(Clackmanna2i) 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Williams,  Osmond(Merioneth) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.(York,W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Darham,  Mid) 

Tellsbs  fob  the  Aybs— 
Mr.  Yoxall  and  Miw 
Herbert  Lewis. 


.  Acland-Hood,Capt  Sir Alez.F. 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O- 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt  Hon.  John 
'-Baftot,Capt  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
.Bain,  Col  James  Robert 
-Balfour,Rt  Hon.  A.  J.  (Manch'r 
Balfour,RtHnGeraldW.(Leeds 
^JBathurst,  Hon.  Allen  B. 


NOES. 

Beaeh,Rt.  Hn.SirM.  H.(Bri8tol 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boulnois,  Edmund 
Bowles,Capt  H.  F.  (Middlesex) 
Campbell,RtHnJ.A.(Gla8gow) 
Cavendish.  V.  C.  W.  (Derbysh. 
Cajrzer,  Sir  Charles  Wm. 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Chamberlam,  Rt.Hn.  J.(Binn. 
Cham  berlain,J.  Austen(  Wro'r. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 


CoUings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P* 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Duming-Lawrence,Sir  Edwin 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Fielden,  Edwafd  BrocKlehurst 
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Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
FiBher,  William  Hayes 
Flower,  EmeAt 

Foster,!  P.  S.  (Warwick,iP.W.) 
Gardner,  Emeet 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Predk. 
Gordon,Hn.J.£.(Elgin&Naim 
GoTst,  Ht.  Hn.  Sir  t^hn  Eldon 
Croulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Green,  Walford  D.(WednesVy) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond-(Cambs. ) 
(aretton,  John 
Groves,  James  GrimUe 
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Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,  Fredk.  N.  S. 
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Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.(BrUtol,  8.) 
Luoas,ReginaldJ.  (Portsmouth 
Lvttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Maodona,  John  Gumming 
Maoonochie,  A.  W. 
Ma€lver,Sir  L.(Edmbargh,W. 
M*Killop,  Jas.  (Stirlingshire) 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Bfanners,  Lord  Cecil 
Maxwell,  WJH(Dumfriesshire 
Middlemore,  John  T. 
MitoheU,  WUliam 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
More,  K.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Mount,  Wm.  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham(Bath) 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Orr-Ewing,  .Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Percy,  Earl 

Platt-Hijn^s,  Frederick 
Powell,  S&  Francis  Sharp 
Pret^man,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Ruikin,  Sir  James 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Ren  wick,  Greorge 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  T. 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 
RutherJford,  John 
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Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse^ 
Saanderson,RtHn.  CoL  Edw.  J.. 
Sharpe,  William  Edw.  T. 
Smith,AbelH.(Hertford,£ast), 
Smith,  JamesParker  ( I  Anarks) 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (8tiand> 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Na]^ 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,RtHn.  J.G.  (Oxf  dUniy. 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinsoii,  Wm.  Edw.Murraj; 
Valentia,  Visooimt 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Wair,  Augustus  Fredk. 
Wason^ohnCathcarUGrkneyy 
Webb,  Colonel  William  Geo.* 
Welby,Lt.-Col.ACE(Taunton> 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon 
Whiteley,H.(A8hton.u.-Lyne> 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
WiUox,  Sir  John  Aichibald 
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Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
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Wodehou8e,Rt  Hn.  K  K.(Bath 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Yerburgh,  Robt.  Armstrong 

Tellkbs  for  thb  Noes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and. 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Den- 
bighshire, W.)  moved  in  line  9  to  leave 
eut  "  is  "  and  insert  *'  has  been  declared 
by  the  Board  of  Education  to  be."  He 
could  not  help  seeing  that  in  many 
localities  the  present  state  of  things 
could  not  go  on.  He  put  it  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether,  by  way  of 
reparation  for  the  grave  mistake  which 
the  Education  Department  had  made 
in  allowing  the  present  state  of  things 
to  continue  so  long  the  Department, 
should  not  make  it  perfectly  clear  to  the 
«chool  boards  and  the  local  authorities 
vhat  was  legal  and  what  was  not  legal. 
He  knew  that  the  reply  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  be  that  the  Evening 
School  Minute  of  3rd  July  made .  it 
quite  clear  what  the  school  board  could 
do  during  the  coming  year.  That  might 
be  so,  but  they  had  not  yet  bad  an 
opportunity  of  discussing  that  Minute, 
and  they  could  not  deal  that  day  with 
the  matter  on  the  assumption  that 
•that  Minute  would  become  the  law  of  the 
•  land.  Biit  even  if  that  were  so,  what 
about  the  higher  grade  schools  1  In 
the  interests  both  of  the  Department 
and  of  the  higher  grade  schools  of  the 


country  he  hoped  the  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man  would  accept  his  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**In  page  1,  Kne  9,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  iv 
and  insert  the  words  *  has  been  declared  by  thfr 
Board  of  Education  to  be.'  "— (Jf  r.  Herbert 
Boberts.) 

Question  proposed^  *'That  the  word 
*  is  '  stand  part  of  the  clause/' 

Sir  J.  GORST  said  he  hoped  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  not  press  his  Amend' 
ment  when  he  reflected  what  this  Kl* 
was.  This  was  an  emergency  Bill 
and  intended  as  an  emergency  Hll 
to  enable  certain  schools  to  be  earned 
on  whose  work  would  otherwise  be  upset 
li  this  Amendment  were  carried  the 
operation  of  the  Bill  would  be  seriously 
delayed,  for  no  local  authority  could 
make  an  order  with  regard  to  the  evening, 
continuation  and  higher  grade  schools 
until  the  Board  of  Education  had  gone 
into  the  accounts  of  these  schools  and 
declared  that  some  part  of  their  expendi- 
ture was  illegal.  That  would  involre 
the  examination  of  no  fewer  than  2,0(K^ 
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accounts,  which  would  wreck  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Bill,  and  prevent  the  schools 
■  being  carried  on. 

Mr.  ALFEED  HUTTON  (Yorkshire, 
W.R.,  Morley)  said  that  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  alleged  that  it  was  perfectly 
impossible  for  the  Board  of  Education  to 
carry  on  this  new  work ;  but,  surely, 
with  all  the  machinery  at  their  command, 
and  with  all  their  experience  and  know- 
ledge, they  might  determine  the  question 
very  quickly  if  they  chose  to  do  so.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  told  the  Com- 
mittee that  this  was  an  emergency  Bill. 
Well,  that  was  his  own  view;  but  they 
had  also  been  told  that  by  this  Bill  they 
were  going  to  establish  the  principle  of 
the  new  secondary  education  authority. 
They  were,  however,  going  to  give  con- 
siderable powers  to  the  new  authority  in 
matters  which  were  not  secondary  educa- 
tion, and  they  ought  to  have  some  indi- 
cation from  the  Department  as  to  where 
the  new  authority  was  justified  in  inter- 
fering with  schools  which  were  not 
secondary.  The  Board  of  Education 
could  very  easily,  with  their  knowledge 
and  experience,  make  some  declaration 
which  would  be  for  the  guidance  of  the 
new  authorities,  and  not  permit  them  to 
wander  at  large  and  interfere  with  all 
the  standards  and  grades  which  might  be 
carried  on.  It  was  not  fair  or  right  that 
*  under  this  emergency  Bill  they  should 
not  only  lay  down  the  principle  of  estab- 
lishing the  county  councils  as  the  new 
secondary  education  authority,  but  at 
the  same  time  give  them  very  considerable 
powers  in  regard  to  elementary  education 
as  well.  Everybody  knew  that  the 
Board  of  Education  had  evaded  their 
responsibility  and  shirked  their  duty  in 
regard  to  the  higher  grade  evening  con- 
tinuation schools  in  the  past ;  and  the 
Board  ought  to  indicate  to  the  new 
authorities  what  their  duty  was.  This 
Amendment  was  very  important,  and 
would  let  the  Committee  see  whether  the 
Department  was  going  to  shirk  all 
responsibility. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.)  said  that 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Council  had 

\  plaped  a  construction  on  the  Amend- 
nient   which   his   hon.    friend   did   not 

,  intend.  What  hip  hon.  friend  desired 
was  that  some  guidance  should  be  given 


to  the  school  boards  and  local  authorities 
as  to  the  cases  covered  by  the  Cockerton 
judgment.  His  friend  did  not  intend 
to  suggest  that  the  Board  of  Education 
should,  as  the  Vice-President  alleged, 
go  through  every  case  in  which  school 
boards  had  maintained  higher  grade  or 
evening  continuation  schools,  but  that 
the  Board  should  lay  down  general  rules 
stating  the  eflfect  of  the  Cockerton  judg- 
ment, and  what  schools  were  covered  by 
that  judgment  as  elucidated  by  the  com- 
petent legal  authorities  at  the  command 
of  the  Board  themselves.  In  fact,  what 
was  wanted  was  that  the  Department 
should  issue  a  circular  to  the  local  autho- 
rities and  the  school  boards  in  order  that 
these  might  have  in  their  possession 
materials  which  they  did  not  now  possess, . 
and  had  no  means  of  acquiring,  to  guide 
their  action  and  enable  them  to  come  to  a 
decision.  The  airy  way  in  which  the 
Vice-President  disposed  of  the  Bill  would 
lead  the  Committee  to  believe  that  there 
was  no  difficulty  arising  out  of  the 
Cockerton  judgment.  That  judgment 
had  only  settled  two  things — ^first  of  all, 
that  the  education  of  adults  could  not  be 
paid  for  out  of  the  rates ;  and,  secondly, 
that  the  payments  should  be  given 
within  the  scope  of  the  Whitehall  Code. 
Now,  how  far  did  these  two  propositions 
carry  the  school  boards  in  knowing 
whether  or  not  they  were  to  go  cap  in 
hand  to  the  local  authority  and  ask  leave 
to  carry  on  these  schools  ]  We  were  in  a 
most  difficult  impasse,  which  was  not  to 
be  got  rid  of  in  the  airy  way  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  What  was  the  alterna- 
tive 1  It  was  that  every  school  board 
should  take  legal  advice  as  to  what 
classes  and  schools  which  they  had  been 
maintaining  came  within  the  Cockerton 
judgment.  That  would  take  some  time, 
and  probably  the  legal  advice  would  not 
be  the  same  in  all  cases,  and  a  great  deal 
of  variation  in  the  practice  of  the  school 
boards  in  different  districts  would  be  the 
outcome.  Then,  the  local  authorities 
would  also  probably  take  legal  advice  in 
their  turn  as  to  whether  the  cases  brought 
before  them  came  within  their  jurisdic- 
tion or  not.  He  did  not  see  how  all  that 
could  be  done  without  loss  of  time 
and  great  benefit  to  the  legal  advisers. 
The  Government  were  in  the  position 
that  they  ought  to  give  some  help  to  the 
local  authorities  and  the  school  boards. 
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and  if  they  did  not  like  the  particular 
form  embodied  in  his  hon.  friend's 
Amendment,  let  them  suggest  words  of 
their  own  which  would  settle  a  real  and 
substantial  difficulty.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  called  this  an  emergency 
BiU.  It  was  more  than  that.  It  was  a 
confusion  Bill,  and  he  thought  that  the 
Government  ought,  even  in  the  short 
time  at  their  disposal,  to  lend  their  best 
help  in  order  to  extricate  the  school 
boards  and  local  authorities  from  the 
greatest  possible  confusion. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devonshire,  South 
Molton)  said  that,  speaking  on  behalf  of 
the  county  council  of  Devon,  he  would 
press  the  acceptance  of  this  Amendment. 
They  absolutely  did  not  know  what  was 
legal  and  what  was  not  legal.  The 
Board  of  Education  itself  had  evidently 
not  known  what  was  legal  or  illegal. 
The  technical  education  committees 
should  not  be  compelled  to  go  into  these 
legal  questions,  which  might  put  them 
in  conflict  with  a  powerful  school  board. 
Who  was  to  settle  the  difficulty  %  Were 
they  going  to  have  more  litigation  ? 
Were  the  Board  of  Education  going  to 
abrogate  the  whole  of  their  functions 
and  put  them  on  the  county  councils  1 
The  Department  ought  to  do  its  duty, 
and  bring  out  regulations  showing  what 
schools  had  been  continued  legally  or 
illegally.  He  thought  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  not  treating  the  Com- 
mittee or  the  county  councils  fairly  in 
attempting  to  put  on  to  them  this  litiga- 
tion business. 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITE  (Norfolk, 
N.  W.)  said  that  either  the  work  put  upon 
the  county  councils  would  be  merely 
formal,  or  it  would  create  a  good  deal  of 
friction.  The  Vice-President  said  that 
it  was  impossible  for  the  Department 
to  accept  the  Amendment,  because  they 
would  have  to  go  through  2,000  school 
accounts  ;  but  had  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man quite  taken  into  consideration  the 
difficulties  the  borough  and  county 
councils  would  be  in  in  this  matter? 
Probably  many  of  the  borough  councils 
were  sitting  this  week  for  the  last  time 
until  the  middle  of  September,  and  how 
they  could  deal  with  the  question  in  an 
.'intelligent  manner  he  was  entirely  at  a 
loss  to  understand.    They  must  treat  it 

Mr.  Bryce, 


perfunctorily,  and  leave  it  absolutely  in 
the  way  in  which  it  was  left  by  the  Educa- 
tion Department.  He  thought  the  diffi- 
culties which  the  Department  wouU 
encounter  would  be  nothing  like  the 
difficulties  the  local  authorities  would 
have  to  encounter  if  they  attempted  to 
deal  with  the  matter  in  an  intelligent 
way.  The  Amendment  was  a  reasonable 
one,  and  unless  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  determined  that  no  single  letter  in 
the  Bill  was  to  be  altered,  it  should  be 
accepted. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  he  desired  to 
make  a  suggestion    to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.     If  he  would  not  accept  an 
Amendment,   why  should  he  not  send 
out  a  circular  to  the  local  authorities 
stating  what  was  legal  and  what  was  not 
legal?    That    would   relieve    the    local 
authorities  from  many  difficulties.    He 
objected  strongly  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Council  brushed 
aside    all    serious    difficulties.     In    the 
Night  School  Minute  it  was  laid  down 
that  evening  schools  might  get  grants, 
but  when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
asked   to   state  what  subjects  could  be 
legally  given  he  decUned.    When  he  him- 
self asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  how 
were  the  school  boards  to  know  he  re- 
plied, **  They  had   better  ask   the  hon. 
Member   for   North    Camber  well."    He 
did  not  think  that  would  help  them  much, 
but  it  was  not  a  serious  way  of  treating 
a  difficulty.    Within  the  last  few  days 
the  Cardiff  Town  Council  spent  several 
profitless  hours  in  trying  to  decide  what 
was  a  school  fund,  and  if  several  hours 
were  spent  in  attempting  to  define  that, 
Heaven  only  knew  what  time  would  he 
required  to  decide  what  was  legal  and 
what  was  not  legal.       Where  a  school 
board  and  a  municipal  body  were  of  the 
same  political  view,  he  had  no  doubt  the 
council  would  give  the  school  board  cart^ 
blanche;  but   where   the   school   board 
was  of  one  political  view  and  the  munici- 
pal council  of  another,  he  foresaw  int6^ 
minable  wrangling.    The  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  stated  that  next  session 
he  intended  to  give  an  early  and  honom^ 
able  place  to  an  Education  Bill,  but  the 
animosity  which  would  arise  as  a  result 
of  the  Bill  before  the  Committee  would 
prejudice  that,  not  perhaps  in  the  House^ 
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lut  certainly  in  the  country.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  set  a  Progressive 
majority  on  a  school  board  and  a 
Moderate  majority  on  a  municipal  council 
by  the  ears,  the^result  would  be  that  the 
Iklucation  Bill* of  next  year  would  be 
prejudiced  by  the  diflSculties  which  would 
arise.  He  understood  there  was  to  be  no 
Amendment  to  the  present  Bill.  He  did 
not  complain,  as  the  Government  had  a 
majority  ;  but  if  the  Government  desired 
the  Bill  to  be  worked  in  a  harmonious 
manner,  he  would  suggest  that  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Department  in  past  years  of 
sending  out  explanatory  circulars  should 
he  adopted. ;  Unless  that  were  done  there 
would  be  endless  friction,  and  unless  a 
•circular  were  promised  he  should  be 
•compelled  in  the  interests  of  peace  and 
harmony  to  vote  for  the  Amendment. 

♦Mr.  NOEVAL  W.  HELME  (Lanca- 
shire, Lancaster)  said  he  should  like  to 
illustrate  the  point  before  the  Committee. 
The  Lancashire  County  Council  Techni- 
cal Committee,  finding  a  diflSculty  in 
imderstanding  some  of  the  arrangements 
for  the  management  of  evening  continua- 
tion classes  which  they  would  have  to 
conduct,  communicated  with  the  Board 
of  Education,  and  received  the  following 
reply— 

"  Adverting  to  your  letter  of  the  11th  inst. 
•and  year  tefigram  received  thk  momlDg,  I 
^  directed  to  state  that  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion cannot  undertake  to  answer  hypothetical 
•questions  turning  upon  points  of  law.'* 

The  local  authorities  throughout  the 
•country  required  guidance  in  the  matter, 
being  desirous  to  act  not  in  any  sense 
of  hostility  to  the  law  they  would  have 
^  administer,  but  to  enable  them  to 
prevent  their  business  being  thrown  into 
^  state ''of  illegality.  The  Government 
should  either  frame  a  schedule  explaining 
the  meaning  of  the  Act,  or  the  Depart- 
ment should  send  out  a  circular  as  had 
been  suggested. 

SiE  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mon- 
mouthshire,  W.):  What  I  think  the 
^mmittee  is  waiting  for  is  that  the 
"^vernment  should  tell  us  how  we  are 
^  meet  what  they  cannot  deny  is  a  real 
^fficulty.  It  cannot  be  denied  that 
**8es  may,  and  probably  will,  arise  in 
^hich  there  will  be  a,  conflict  of  opinion. 
Supposing  the  school  board  takes  one 


view  and  the  local  authority  takes  an 
other,  how  is  the  deadlock  to  be  met  in 
that  case]  That  is  the  difficulty,  and 
we  have  received  no  reply  from  the 
Government  as  to  how  it  is  to  be  met. 
Surely  that  is  a  fair  question,  which  the 
Government  ought  to  answer.  I  hope 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  really  tell 
us  how  he  thinks  it  can  be  met.  If  it 
cannot  be  met  by  the  Amendment  before 
the  House,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
should  suggest  means  to  prevent,  as  a 
consequence  of  this  Bill,  a  conflict  be- 
tween the  two  jurisdictions.  Therefore, 
I  appeal  to  the  Leader  of  the  House  to 
dispose  of  this  question  by  pointing  out 
how  that  probable  and  certainly  possible 
conflict  of  opinion  is  to  be  dealt  with  if  it 
arises. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  I  could  understand  the  position  of 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  though  I  could 
not  agree  with  them,  if  they  made  a 
demand  that  in  this  Bill  there  should  be 
a  definition  of  what  is  and  what  is  not 
elementary  education.  That  I  could 
perfectly  understand,  although  I  think 
it  would  be  quite  impossible  to  accede 
to  it  in  a  measure  of  this  character.  But 
that  is  not  the  request  that  is  being  made. 
The  request  is  that  where  the  school 
board  and  the  county  council  are  in 
difficulties  in  determining  the  law  the 
Education  Department  should  determine 
it.  But  the  Education  Department  has 
no  more  right  to  determine  the  law  than 
either  of  the  other  two  bodies.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  put  a  specific  ques- 
tion to  me.  He  asked,  Is  it  not  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Government  to  tell  the  Com- 
mittee how  a  conflict  between  a  school 
board  and  a  local  authority  should  be 
dealt  with,  should  it  arise,  as  in  certain 
cases  it  probably  will  arise  1  I  appre- 
hend that  one  of  two  courses  may  be 
taken  by  the  bodies  themselves.  I  can 
understand  the  county  authority  saying, 
**  We  think  that  the  continuation  schools 
and  the  higher  grade  schools  should  be 
continued  for  next  year  very  much  in 
the  way  they  have  been  going  on.'*  If 
that  were  done,  evidently  there  would  be 
no  conflict.  Or  the  school  board  might 
go  to  the  local  authority  and  say,  **  Will 
you  sanction  this  school,  and  that  school, 
and  the  other  school,  or  this  class,  and 
that   class  1 ''   and  the   local  authority 
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might  say  either  yes  or  no.  If  the  latter 
course  were  adopted,  and  if  the  school 
board  were  in  error  in  admitting  some 
schools  which  ought  to  be  excluded, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  they  could  be  sur- 
charged, but  there  could  be  no  conflict 
between  the  authorities,  and  the  danger 
of  being  surcharged  would  of  course  be 
avoided  by  any  school  board  which  fol- 
lowed, for  examfde,  the  advice  given  to 
the  London  School  Board  by  the  legal 
luminaries  consulted  by  that  board.  I 
understand  that  eminent  lawyers  were 
consulted  by  that  body,  and  that  they 
laid  down,  without  saying  what  or  what 
was  not  the  law,  that  if  the  school  board 
kept  within  certain  limits  they  were 
quite  safe.  That  is  all  they  need  know 
or  care  about.  I  can  assure  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that,  from  the  informa- 
tion we  receive  as  to  what  is  going  on 
between  the  local  authorities  and  the 
school  boards  in  the  country,  there  is  no 
insoluble  or  difficult  problem  to  be  dealt 
with.  The  actual  Amendment  before 
the  House  would  lead  to  the  greatest 
inconvenience,  and  I  do  not  believe  any 
evil  exists  which  requires  a  remedy  of 
that  character.  Certainly  on  its  merits 
we  could  not  ask  the  Committee  to  agree 
to  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
and  I  hope  they  will  not  agree  to  it. 

♦Mr.  CORRIE  grant  said  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  referred  school 
boards  in  the  country  to  the  opinion 
given  by  Mr.*Asquith  and  Mr.  Llewellyn 
Da  vies  to  the  London  School  Board.  But 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  evidently 
never  read  that  opinion.  It  was  an 
opinion  as  to  the  age  of  children  who 
should  be  in  the  schools,  and  nothing 
else  whatever.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man expected  country  school  boards  to 
know  what  advice  had  been  given  to  the 
London  School  Board  by  their  legal 
advisers,  and  he  assumed  that  the  autho- 
rities had  legal  ability  and  knowledge 
which  they  did  not  possess. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Will  the  hon. 
Gentleman  forgive  me  for  a  moment  ] 
All  I  suggested  was,  which  is  surely  a 
common-sense  suggestion,  that  in  cases 
of  doubt  the  school  board  had  better  ask 
the  opinion  of  the  local  authorities. 

*Mb.  CORRIE  GRANT  said  that  evi- 
dently the  right  hon.   Gjentleman  had 
Mr,  A.  J.  Balfour. 


never  served  on  a  local  authority.  What 
commonly  happened  was  that  in  such 
matters  county  councils  and  county 
boroughs  were  advised  by  soliciton  or 
barristers.  Nearly  all  the  clerks  of  tbe 
peace  in  the  counties  were  barristers, 
and  all  the  town  clerks  were  solicitors  or 
barristers.  Many  of  the  school  boards 
had  clerks  who  were  not  lawyers,  but  were 
trained  educationists,  who  knew  the 
Education  Acts  only.  Therefore,  in  the 
consideration  of  that  question,  they  would 
have  a  man  with  trained  legal  knowledge 
on  the  one  hand,  and  a  man  of  trained 
educational  knowledge  on  the  other.  He 
would  ask  any  lawyer,  was  there  any 
more  difficult  client  to  advise  than  the 
client  who  had  worked  up  the  law  with 
reference  to  his  own  particular  case,  and 
who  could  not  be  brought  to  grasp  broad 
legal  principles  at  all  1  That  was  the 
position  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  asked 
them  to  accept. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  That  is  not 
the  position.  I  do  not  ask  the^ 
gentlemen  to  go  into  elaborate  oonadera- 
tions  of  judgments  or  of  statutes ;  all  I 
ask  is  that  one  body  when  in  doubt 
should  consult  the  other,  not  on  ques- 
tions of  law,  but  as  to  whether  they 
would  permit  such  and  such  a  school 
about  which  there  was  a  doubt,  to  go  on 

*Mr.  CORRIE  GRANT  said  that  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  ever  dis- 
cussed one  of  those  questions  on  a  com- 
mittee of  a  local  authority  he  would 
know  that  he  could  not  get  men  with 
strong  opinions  to  give  way  in  that 
manner.  The  school  boards,  first  of  aD, 
would  ask  themselves  which  of  their 
schools  and  classes  required  authorisa- 
tion from  the  local  authority.  They 
would  then  present  the  list  to  the  local 
authority,  and  what  would  happen  in  a 
great  many  cases  would  be  that  the  local 
authority  would  say  that  for  some  of  the 
schools  and  classes  the  school  board  did 
not  require  their  authority  at  all,  and  the 
school  board  would  reply  that  if  they 
did  not  get  the  authority  thev  would  j* 
surcharged.  Then  would  follow  a  dis- 
cussion  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  Act 
and  the  judgment  in  the  Cockerton 
case.  The  right  hon.  Gkntleman  nerer 
had  to  deal  with  the  class  of  men  fre- 
quently to  be  found  on  local  authorities- 
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They  were  men  who  had  given  a  great 
deal  of  their  time  to  local  work,  and  who 
over-estimated   their    own    capacity    in 
deaUng    with    it.     Their    obstinacy    in 
holding     to     the    opinions    they     had 
formed    was   not  to   be   conquered   by 
knowledge  or  wisdom,  but  only  by  the 
gentle  suavity  of  the  man  who  had  to 
deal    with    them.    The    Vice-President 
said  that  the  Cockerton  judgment  would 
apply  to  2,000  schools,  but  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  inspectors   could  tell,  him 
within  twenty-four  hour8,certainly  within 
three  days,  every  one  of  the  schools  to 
which,  in  their  opinion,  the  Cockerton 
judgment  applied.     The  county  councils 
and  the  town  councils  were  adjourning 
for  the  holidays,  and  for  six  or  seven 
weeks  there  would  be  no  authority  to 
which  the  school  board  could  go,  and 
when    the    local    authorities    met   they 
would    be    absolutely   ignorant    of   the 
subject,  and  would  have  to  be  instructed 
by  the  school  boards  as  to  their  position. 
Where  there  was  friendly  feeUng  between 
the  two  bodies  there  would  be  no  diffi- 
culty.    The  local  authority  would  say  to 
the    school    board    "  God  bless  you  I  " 
But  in  a  town  where  the  rates  were 
heavy   and  the   ratepayers   were   com- 
plaining of  their  burdens,  as  they  almost 
always  did,  and  where  the  local  authority 
were  anxious  to  cut  down  the  rates,  they 
would    certainly    use    the    opportunity 
given  them  of  criticising  the  demands  of 
the  school  board,  and  would  cut  down, 
the  estimates  submitted  to  them  by  the 
board.     The  Amendment  raised  a  ques- 
tion which  the  Government  would  have 
to   face    in    another    form.    That  was, 
whether  they  were  going  to  leave  those 
two  authorities  to  wrangle  it  out  be- 
tween themselves,  or  whether  guidance 
would  be  given  to  them.     If  no  guidance 
were  given  to  them  there  would  be  added 
to  the  feeUng  alreadv  growing  up  in  con- 
nection with  the  Bill  a  feeUng  of  personal 
antagonism   between   members   of   two 
local  authorities,  which  would  be  very 
deplorable. 

*SiR  WILLIAM  ANSON  (Oxford  Uni- 
versity) said  he  cotdd  not  help  thinking 
that  it  would  be  very  difficult,  if  not 
Impossible,  to  work  the  Amendment  as 
*'t  stood.  He  was  quite  prepared  to 
recognise  the  difficulty  in  which  the 
local  authorities  might  find  themselves 


in  interpreting  the  law,  and  he  was  Aot 
quite  so  sanguine  as  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury   in   hoping   that   they    would 
immediately  set  to  work  and  find  out 
what  was  and  what  was  not  Jegal.     He 
had    sometimes  heard  the  First   Lord, 
with  admiration  mingled   with  amuse- 
ment when  he  described  what  he  wa& 
pleased  to  call  the  ''  legal  mind."     But 
it  was  not  the  legal  mind  which  was  the 
technical    mind    in   such  cases   as  the 
present.     When   legal    questions-  came 
to     be    dealt  with    among   laymen    it 
would    be  found  that   the  attitude  of 
mind   in    which    the    average    layman 
approached  legal  questions  was  in  the 
assumption    that    laws     were     passed, 
not  to  facilitate  action,    but   to   create 
every     conceivable     difficulty.      There- 
fore    he     recognised     that     the    local 
authorities  would  find  themselves  face^ 
to  face  with  the  difficulties  which  had 
been     mentioned,    and     which     would 
largely  be  of  their  own  creation.    The 
Committee    had    had    what    might   be- 
called  an  authoritative  account  of  the 
Cockerton  judgment  from  the  right  hon^ 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  East  Fife- 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the: 
Cockerton  judgment  decided  two  things,^ 
and  two  things  only.    One  was  that  a 
school  board  might  not  give  education  to- 
adults,  and  the  other  was  that  it  might 
not  give  education,  as  a  school  board* 
outside    the    limits   of    the    Whitehall 
Code.      The  first    question — what  was 
a      child — had     already     been     settled 
by     the    London     School     Board     to- 
their  own  satisfaction  after  consulting 
eminent  legal  authorities  ;    but  it  might 
be  that  other  local  authorities  might  not . 
accept  what  was  regarded  as  satisfactory 
by  the  London  School   Board.     After 
all,    no  great    harm   would  result    if, 
during  this  year  of  emergency,  different^ 
local    authorities     decided    this    ques- 
tion    in    different      waysi      Then     as 
to  giving  education  outside  the  limits  . 
of   the  Whitehall  Code,  was  there  any 
great  difficulty  in  ascertaining  what  was 
or  what  was  not  in  the  Whitehall  Code  t 
He  would  suggest  to  the  Vice-President 
to  lend  a  favourable  ear  to  the  suggestioa 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Camber- 
well.    If   there    was    any    difficulty    in., 
ascertaining  what  was  in  the  Whitehall 
Code,  why  should  not  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion send  out  a  circular  giving  the  neces- 
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j  Mr.  TAYLOR  said  that,  at  any  rate. 
I  the  First  Lord  thought  that  it  Vould 
I  be  less  objectionable  if  they  asked  for 
'  that,  instead  of  moving  the  Amendment, 

and  it  was  too  bad  that  the  right  hon. 

Gentleman  should  complain. 

I  did  not 


«ary  guidance,  as  was  done  constantly 
'  by  the  Home  Office  to  those  who  had 
to  do  with  the  administration  of  the  law 
in  counties  and  boroughs  1  If  the  Vice- 
President  would  regard  that  suggeetion 
iavourably,  he  could  not  but  think  that 
the  only  real  difficulty  woidd  be  met, 
and  that  hon.  Members  opposite  and 
the  local  authorities  might  set  aside 
some  of  their  rather  exaggerated  fears. 

Mr.  WALLACE  (Perth)  said  he  desired 
to  know  what  elementary  education  was. 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  had  stated 
that    that    was    a    reasonable    request, 
though   he   added  that   it    might   not 
possibly    be    granted    on    the    present 
/Occasion.    If    a    schedule    were    added 
to  the  Bill  defining  elementary  education, 
.he  was  quite  sure  that  his  hon.  friend 
would  withdraw  his  Amendment.    The 
.Amendment,  if  accepted,  would,  however, 
.get  them  out  of  the  legal  difficulty  alto- 
gether, and  neither  the  school  board  nor 
-the  local  authority  woidd  have  to  con- 
-€ider   what   elementary   education  was, 
as   the   declaration    of    the    Education 
Board    that    schools    came    under    the 
.operation  of  the  Bill  would  be  sufficient. 
That  was  a  simple  solution  of  the  matter, 
-and  the  Amendment  was  one  which  ought 
to  be  accepted. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (Lancashire,  Radcliffe) 

"-said  he  was  afraid  the  Vice-President 

had    somewhat   ^misapprehended   what 

was  desired.    He  said  that  the  Board 

of  Education  would  have  to  go  through 

*^,000   accounts   to   see   what   kind   of 

-education  had  been  given  in  each  case. 

What  was  required  was  a  schedule  which 

the  school  boards  could  apply  themselves. 

He  thought  it  was  too  bad  of  the  First 

Lord  of  the  Treasury  to  complain  that 

*they  had  not  asked  for  a  very  much 

"larger  Amendment. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  am  very 
'Unfortunate  in  my  mode  of  expression. 
J  never  suggested  that.  What  I  said 
was  that  I  could  understand  the  attitude 
*of  hon.  Members  in  asking  for  a  defini- 
:tion  of  elementary  education,  but  I  did 
mot  think  it  was  appropriate  to  the  Bill. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR; 
complain. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  that  his  hon. 
friends  were  showing  their  confidence 
by  asking  the  Education  Board  to  define 
the  rules.  If  the  Cockerton  judgment 
had  been  full,' final  and  complete,  there 
would  have  been  a  full  statement  of  the 
case.  But  that  decision,  as  he  understood, 
was  not  a  full  and  final  deliverance,  and 
he  thought  they  were  entitled  to  ask 
for  guidance  in  the  working  of  the  Bill 
The  Amendment  was  not  an  obstnictiTe 
Amendment.  They  did  not  approve  of 
the  Bill,  but  they  desired  that  it  should 
work  as  well  as  possible,  and  there  was 
no  reason  why  they  should  not  endeavour 
to  remove  as  many  causes  of  friction  as 
they  could.  They  were  the  friends  of 
education,  and  not  its  enemies.  The 
Amendment  had  been  discussed  as  if  in 
all  cases  there  would  be  friction  between 
the  local  authorities  and  the  school 
boards.  But  he  submitted  that  the 
Bill  would  not  be  a  workable  measure, 
even  in  cases  in  which  the  two  authori- 
ties were  agreed.  The  Bill  only  enabled 
them  to  carry  on  a  school  if  it  were  un* 
lawful.  Supposing  a  school  was  attended 
by  young  people  who  were  in  that  peculiar 
category  of  being  neither  cluldren  nor 
adults — persons,  say,  about  sixt^n  or 
seventeen  years  of  age — he  could  eaaly 
understand  that  both  the  board  school 
and  the  local  authority  would  desire  to 
carry  on  such  a  school.  Why  should 
not  the  central  authority  save  thejocal 
authorities  the  time  and  trouble  and 
expense  of  ascertaining  what  was  legal 
and  what  was  not  legal?  He  wouU 
support  the  Amendment. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — ^Ayes,  185; 
Noes,  138.    (Division  List  No.  356.) 


.  Acland-Hood,*Capt.  SirAlex.F. 
A^-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
wAird,  Sir  John 
.Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 

Sir  William  Anson. 


AYES. 

Arkwright,  John  Stanhope. 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 


Bagot,  Capt  Joeoeline  RtiBoT 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
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Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.(Manch'r 
Bilfour3t.Hn,GeraldW(Leed8 
Bathurst,  Hn.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beach,  Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bristol; 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
BigQold,  Arthur 
Blundelly  Colonel  Henry 
Boulnois,  Edmund 
Bowles,  Upt.  H.  F.(Middleaex) 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hn.  St.  John 
CaQipbell,Rt.Hn.J.A.(Gla820W 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
CaTendish.V.C.W.CDerbyshire 
Ca3rzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Blanor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chainberlain,Rt.  Hon.  J.^Birm. 
Chamberlain,J.Au8ten(Worc'r 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
CoUings,  RU  Hon.  Jesse 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron(Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
tKckson,  Charles  Scott 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Duming-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Pellowes,  Hon.  AilwynEdward 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fitzroy,Hon.Edward  Algernon 
Flower,  Ernest 

Foster,  PhilipS.(  Warwick,  S.W. 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fred. 
Gordon,HnJ.E.(Elgin&  Nairn) 
Gordon,Maj.Evans(T'rH'mlets 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  £>nest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  WalfordD.(Wedne8bury 
Greene,SirEW(B'ryS.Edm'nc[s 
Greene,  W.Ra3rmond-(Cambs. ) 
Gretton,  John 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Hain,  Edward 

Hardy,  Laurenoe(Kent,  Ashf' d) 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 
Helder,  Augustus 
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Hermon-Hodge,  Robert  T. 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Higginbottom,  S.  W. 
Hoare,Edw.Brodie(  Hampstead 
Hobhou8e,Henry  (Somerset,  E. 
Hope,J.F.(Sheffield,Brightside 
Houldsworth,  Sir  W.  Henry 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Howard,  J.(Midd.  ,Tottenham ) 
Hudson,  Creorge  Bickersteth 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jessel,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Kenyon,  Hn.  G.  T.  (Denbigh) 
Kenyon,  James  (Lanes.,  Bury) 
Kenyon-Slaney,  CoL  W.(Salop. 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  . 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Lee,ArthurH.(  Hant8.,Faren'm 
Legge,  CoL  Hon.  Heneage 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Briitol,  S.) 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lucas,  CoL  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Luca8,Reginald  J.  (Portsmouth 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M*Iver,SirLewis(  EdinburghW 
M*Killop, James  (Stirlingshire) 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Maxwell,]W.  J.  H.(Dumfriessh. 
MiddlemoreHTohnThrogmort'n 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milner,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Fredk.  G. 
Mitchell,  William 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
More,Robt.  Jasper  ( Shropshire) 
Morgan,  David  J.  iWalthm*w 
Morris,  Hon.  Martin  Henry  F. 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  ArthurH.A.(Deptford 
Mount,  Wm.  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray  ,Rt.  HnAGraham(  Bute 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
C>rr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
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Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 

Platt-Higginsy  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S» 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  George 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  T. 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Ropner,  CoL  Robert 
Rutherford,  John 
Sackville,  CoL  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
i   Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouset 
Saunderson,Rii.Hn.CoLEdw.J. 
Seely,(^pt.  J.E.B.(l8le  ofWight 
I   Sharpe,  Wm.  Edward  T 
!  Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  (Renfrew 
i   Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,  E.) 
Smith,  Jame6Parker(Lanarks. 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.D.  (Strand. 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Stroyan,  John 

Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,Rt  Hn  J.G.(Oxf'dUniv. 
Thornton,  Percy  MJ 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray^ 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Wason,  JohnCathcart(  Ork  ney  >  - 
Webb,  Colonel  William  George 
Welby,Lt.-Col.  A.C.E.(Taunton . 
Welby,  Sir  C.  G.  E.  (Notts) 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vemon- 
Whiteley,  H.(  Ashton>und-Ly  ne 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Willox,  Sir   John  Archibald 
Wills,  Sir  Frederick 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hn.E.R.  (Bath),. 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndiham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — 
Sir  William  Walrond  and^ 
Mr.  Anstmther. 


Abraham,  William(Cork,N.E.) 
Allen,  C.  P.  (Glouc,  Stroud) 
Asher,  Alexander 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.B. 
Bell,  Richard 
Boland,  John 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brown,George  M.(  Edinburgh) 


NOES. 

Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinion 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Burns,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caine,  William  Sproston 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert 
Carew,  James  Laurence  ^ 
CausUm,  Richard  Knight 


Cawley,  Frederick 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Craig,  Robert  Hunter 

Cullinan,  J. 

Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

Davies,M.Vaughan-i  Cardigan)  • 

Delany,  WUliam 

De  war,  John  A.(Inverness-sh.)  ^ 

Doogan,P.  C.      .^  j 
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DuflFy,  WiUiam  J. 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
eiibank,  Master  of 
Farrell)  James  Patrick 
JPenwick,  Charles 
Pfrench,  Peter 
Clynn,  James  Christoj^er 
Fowler,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
•Oilhooly,  James 
Oladstone,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  J. 
Orant,  Corrie 
•Oriffith.  Ellis  J. 
-Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  SirWillian 
Hardie,J.Keir(MerthyrTydvil) 
Harwood,  Gewge 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
fiayne,Rt  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hayter,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  ArthurD. 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Hemphill,  Rt  Hon. Charles  H. 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Hope,  John  Deans  (FifcWest) 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
.Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
^ones,  William  (Carnarvonsh. 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kay.Shuttleworth3tHnSirU. 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  Geo.  Smyth 
Lambert,  George 
liangley,  Batty 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lundon,  W. 


{COMMONS} 

Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
MacNeill,  John  Grordon  Swift 
M* Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M*Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarth'n 
Mor^y,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Josep  >  P. 
Nolan,  Col.  J.  P.  (Galway,  N. 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
0'Brien,Kendal(Tipperary,Md 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  Jame8(Wicklow,W. 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'DonneU,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Kelly,  Conor  ^ayo,  N.) 
O'Kelly,  Jame9(  Roscommon,  N 
O'MaUey,  William 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Palmer,SirChar]es  M.(Durham 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Philipps,  John  Wynford 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Rea,  Russell 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond, John  E.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
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Robson,  WiUiam  Snowdon 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Scott,  Chas.  Prestwich  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  R) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair  ,CaptJohn(  Forfarshire 
Soames,  Arthur  Welleriey 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Spencer,RtHnC.R.(Norihantt 
Strachey,  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Taylor,  Theodore  Cooke 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,  E. 
Thoma8,David  Aif red(  Merthjr 
Thomas,JA(Glamorgan,Goii«r 
Tomkinson,  James 
Tully,  Jasper 
Wallace,  Robert 
Warner,  Thomas  CoortenayT. 
Wa9on,Eugene  (Clackmannan) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  Luke  (Yorks,  E.R) 
Whiteley,  George  (York8,W.R. 
WhiUey,  J.  H.  (Halifox) 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Wilson,  Chas.  Henry  (Hun,W. 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  ( Yorks, W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Diirham,  Mid.) 
Young,  Samuel 
YoxaU,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Nobs— Mr. 
Herbert  Roberts  and  Mr. 
Alfred  Hutton. 


Mr.^HENRY  HOBHOUSE  (Somerset- 
«hire,  E.)  said  his  object  in  moving  his 
Amendment  was  to  secure  that  the  local 
authorities  which  dealt  with  the  schools 
and  classes  under  the  Bill  should  be  of  a 
distinctly  educational  character.  He 
understood  that  the  view  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  that  the  work  of  supervision 
.should  be  entrusted  to  an  authority  as 
nearly  akin  as  possible  to  the  new  local 
authority  which  it  was  proposed  to  set  up 
for  secondary  education  next  year.  He 
wished  to  remind  the  Committee  that 
all  the  good  work  which  had  been  attri- 
buted to  the  (county  and  borough 
councils  had  been  done  almost  entirely 
by  the  technical  instruction  committees. 
In  the  second  place,  those  technical 
instruction  committees  were  very  often 
•of  a  composite  character.  The  London 
Technical  Instruction  Committee  had  a 
majority  of  members  of  the  county 
<50uncil,  but  also  representatives  from 
all  the  great  educational  institutions  in 
i;he  country,  and  included  also  a  small 
Tiumber  of  members  of  the  London  School 


Board.  He  had  a  list  of  no  less  than 
forty-one  committees  which  had  been 
constituted  on  the  composite  principle, 
and  he  found  also  that  their  members 
in  certain  cases  included  representatives 
of  university  colleges,  secondaiy  schools, 
and  very  often  school  boards.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  the  arrangement  contem* 
plated  under  the  Bill  could  be  far  better 
carried  out  by  such  a  bodv  than  by  » 
body  containing  no  other  elements  than 
members  of  county  or  borough  coundk 
He  himself  was  chairman  of  a  composite 
technical  committee  of  a  county  couDcil 
and  he  recognised  to  the  full  the  great 
value  of  its  co-optative  element.  It  was 
all  very  well  to  decry  experts,  but  experts 
were  men  who  represented  either  a  special 
body  or  who  had  a  special  knowledge  of 
a  question,  and  in  dealing  with  educa- 
tional matters  experts  were  of  the  highest 
value.  The  technical  instruction  com- 
mittee of  which  he  was  chairman  included 
the  chief  inspector  and  the  district  and 
diocesan  inspectors,  who  were  in  touch 
with  all  the  elementary  schools  in  the 
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<iouiity,  and  in  that  way  had  a  know- 
ledge that  did  not  fall  to  the  lot  of  the 
local  authorities.    The   committee   also 
included    members    of    non-county    bo- 
roughs, and  he  found  that  that  method 
of  co-operation  was  most  useful.    The 
Government    themselves    had    adopted 
the  composite   principle,    as   they    had 
•estabUshed  in  more  than  half  the  county 
and  county  borough  council  organisations 
ior  promoting  secondary  ed  ucation.  Those 
organisations  were  usually  the  technical 
instruction  committees  of  the  councils, 
and    were     generally    of    a    composite 
-character.    Then  the  Secondary  Educa- 
tion Ck)mmission  recommendea  that  a 
third  of  the  members  of  each  educational 
body  should  consist  of  members  of  the 
<Jounty  council,  a  third  of  members  of 
the  school  board,  and  that  a  third  should 
be  co-opted.     He  did  not  care  what  was 
the  exact  proportion,  but  his  point  was 
that  a  large  element  should  consist  of 
what  were  called  experts,  who  had  given 
special  interest  to  educational  matters. 
In    the    Government    Education    Bills 
it  was   always   contemplated    that   the 
work  should  be  done  by  bodies  containing 
other  members  than   members   of  the 
•county    and    borough    councils.    That 
principle   seemed  to   be   recognised   by 
the  Government  and  also  by  the  Royal 
Commission,  and  was  therefore  a  principle 
which  ought  to  be  applied  to  the  present 
Bill    He  had  no  doubt  that  the  Vice- 
President  would  say  that  the  county  and 
borough  councils  could  and  would  dele- 
gate their  powers  to  the  technical  instruc- 
tion committees,  but  there  seemed  to  be 
Tery  considerable  doubt  whether,  under 
the  Bill  as  it  stood,  the  councils  could 
•ddegate    their    powers.    At    any  rate, 
there  was  very  great  doubt  as  to  whether 
they  could  make  the  technical  instruction 
H^mmittees    executive.    He   would    not 
Argue  the  point  of  law,  but  he  would 
4U3k  his  right  hon.  friend    to    consider 
whether  it  would  not  be  necessary,  if  the 
power  of  delegation  was  to  exist,  and  if  the 
technical    instruction    committees  were 
to  be  made  executive,  that  some  special 
words  'Should    be    inserted.      He  con- 
tended that  the  simplest  way  was  to  give 
powers    to    the    technical    instruction 
committees.    Some  of  the  county  councils 
were  in  a  very  awkward  position.    His 
own  county  council  were  asked  to  con- 
sider the  matter  on  the  day  that  the 


Bill  was  introduced.     How  could  they 
possibly   take   action  then  1    It  seemed 
to  him  somewhat  unconstitutional  for 
the  Board  of  Education  to  send  round 
circulars  to  various  bodies  with  reference 
to  a  Bill  which  had  not  even  been  intro- 
duced.   No  doubt  they  did  it  from  the 
best  motives,  but  it  was  impossible  for 
the  county  councils  to  delegate  to  the 
technical   instruction   committees   their 
powers  under  a  Bill  which  they  had  not 
seen.     Were  the  eighty-eight  members 
of  his  council  to  be  brought  together 
to  delegate  powers  under  the  Bill,  and  to 
be  call^  together  again  in  September  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  approving  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  technical  in8tructio^ 
committee  1    Then   there   were   county 
councils  which  would  not  delegate  their 
powers   to   technical    instruction    com* 
mittees,  and  who  would  decide  the  matter 
ofF-hand   themselves.    What    would    be 
the   result  ?    It   would   be,  that   where 
the    majority    desired    to    discriminate 
between  schools  that  ought    and  ought 
not  to  be  carried  on,  they  would  only  be 
able  to  deal  with  them  en  masse.    If  the 
Government  wished  to  advance  the  cause 
of  education,  if  they  wished  really  to  stop 
schools  which  were  useless  and  extrava- 
gant, and  to  continue  only  those  which 
were  in  the  best  interests  of  the  public, 
let   them   accept    his    Amendment.    If 
they  desired  to  exclude  as  far  as  possible 
mere   party   spirit,  mere   poUtical   con- 
siderations,  from   this   matter,    and   to 
resolve  the  question  in  the  true  interests 
of  education;  if  they  desired  to  obtain 
the  best  practical  results,  and  to  make  a 
further  advance  towards  that  ideal  autho- 
rity they  intended  to  set  up  in  a  future 
Bill,   let  them  accept  his  Amendment^ 
or  some  similar  proposal. 

Amendment   proposed — 

«In  page  1,  line  9,  after  the  word 
*  applioaole,*  to  insert  the  words  '  the  technical 
iDstruction  committee  of.*" — {Mr.  Henry 
Hobhouse.) 


Question  proposed, 
be  there  inserted." 


That  those  words 


Sir  J.  GORST  said  that,  while  he 
agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  that 
technical  instruction  committees  were 
bodies  to  which  educational  functions 
might  most  properly  be  delegated,  he 
was   compelled  to  point  out  that,  (the 
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Government  had  two  objections  to  the 
Amendment.  First — ^and  this  objection 
was,  he  believed,  almost  insuperable — 
every  local  authority  had  not  set  up  a 
technical  instruction  committee.  Con- 
sequently, if  the  Amendment  were 
accepted,  the  Government  would  have 
to  make  provision  in  the  Bill  for  cases 
in  which  no  technical  instruction  com- 
mittee existed.  At  this  time  of  the 
session  the  hon.  Member  would  admit 
that  it  was  impossible  to  accept  an  Amend- 
ment requiring  so  great  an  alteration 
in  the  Bill.  The  second  objection  was 
that  the  function  which  the  local  autho- 
rity had  to  exercise  under  the  Bill  was 
to  authorise  the  application  of  the  rate- 
payers' money.  The  whole  principle  of 
the  Bill  was  to  take  an  authority  which 
generally  represented  the  ratepayers, 
and  to  leave  to  that  authority  the  power 
of  saying  whether  the  ratepayers*  money 
should  be  applied  to  these  purposes.  The 
position,  in  a  word,  was  this.  The  school 
boards  had  schools  to  which  they  had^no 
power  to  apply  the  ratepayers'  money. 
The  Bill  provided  that  they  should  get 
the  consent  of  those  who  represented  the 
ratepayers,  and  then  they  might  apply 
the  rates  to  these  schools.  The  technical 
instruction  committees,  however  excel- 
lent they  might  be  as  educational  bodies, 
had  no  authority  over  the  rates.  They 
could  not  spend  a  sixpence  of  the  rate- 
payers' money  without  going  to  the 
county  or  borough  council,  which  had 
the  authority  to  direct  the  expenditure 
of  the  rates.  The  Government,  there- 
fore, had  selected,  to  give  this  sanction, 
a  body  representing  the  ratepayers  and 
having  a  general  right  to  spend  the  rate- 
payers' money.  Indeed,  it  would  not  be 
consistent  on  their  part  to  take  that 
power  out  of  the  hands  of  those  who 
directly  represented  the  ratepayers  and 
to  give  it  to  a  committee  which,  however 
excellent  it  might  be  for  educational 
purposes,  had  no  power  whatever  over 
the  rates.  He  was  sorry  that  the  Govern- 
ment were,  for  these  reasons,  unable  to 
accept  the  Amendment. 

♦Sir  ALBERT  ROLLIT  (IsUngton,  S.) 
said  it  had  been  suggested'  that  the 
Government  were  indisposed  to  accept 
any  Amendment,  in  order  that  they 
might  facilitate  the  passage  of  the  Bill 
by  avoiding  the  necessity  for  a  Report 

Sir  /.  Gcrst. 


stage.  He  was  not  inclined,  however, 
to  accept  that  view.  Still,  even  if  it 
were  so,  he  was  sure  that  there  were 
many  hon.  Members  on  the  Ministerial: 
side  of  the  House  who  would  place 
education  far  above  party  feeling  and 
would  do  their  best  to  improve  the  Bill. 
The  sole  question  with  them  was  whether 
Amendments  put  forward  would  reaUy 
improve  the  Bill,  and  in  the  present 
instance  he  thought  the  answer  was 
conclusive,  for  the  proposal  to  substitute 
technical  instruction  committees  as  the 
local  authority  would  be  absolutely  un- 
workable, inasmuch  as  those  committer 
were  the  creation  of  the  Technical  In- 
struction Act,  1889,  the  provisions  of 
which  Act  were  permissive  in  their 
character.  Although  the  power  of 
appointing  technical  instruction  com- 
mittees had  been  largely  used  with  bene- 
ficial effects,  the  practice  had  been  by  no 
means  universal,  and  consequently  in 
many  cases  additional  machinery  would 
have  to  be  set  up  in  the  Bill  to  deal  with 
the  places  where  these  committees  were 
non-existent.  The  Amendment  eoild 
not  therefore  be  assented  to  on  prin- 
ciple, and  he  was  disposed  to  hope  on 
the  whole  that,  in  the  future,  the 
Government  would  adhere  to  the 
Technical  Instruction  Act  of  1889,  br 
keeping  the  addition  of  experts  aiu) 
others  by  co-option  permissive.  In  the 
late  Bill  that  permissive  character  was 
changed  into  one  of  compulsion,  con- 
trary to  the  Bill  of  last  year,  and 
he  happened .  to  know  that  that 
provision  was  not  generally  accept- 
ably regarded  by  those  who  took  an 
interest  in  these  matters.  They  had 
had  some  experience  of  the  presence  of 
experts  upon  these  technical  instruction 
committees,  and,  while  not  saying  a  word 
against  their  co-operation  —  for  he 
believed  they  were  much  indebted  to 
them  for  their  aid — he  would  point  out 
that  the  value  of  their  work  was  largdf 
attributable  to  the  fact  that  their  co- 
option  was  permissive,  and  he  was 
afraid  that  to  make  their  presence 
compulsory  might  be  to  add  an  element 
of  friction.  There  was,  as  he  had 
admitted,  a  great  deal  to  be  said  in  favour 
of  the  principle  of  having  educational 
experts ;  but  still  he  would  like  to  point 
out  that  the  self-called  educationar 
experts    were    chiefly    responsible   for 
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the  present  condition  of  education, 
as  they  had  by  no  means  kept 
it  up  to  date  from  a  general  or 
mercantile  point  of  view.  Again, 
he  doubted  whether  they  ought  to 
extend  the  principle  of  co-option  and 
indirect  election  ;  and  he  held  that  the 
local  authority  which  had  the  expense 
to  bear  should  be  the  final  authority. 
He  also  doubted  whether  the  technical 
instruction  committee  should  become, 
like  a  watch  committee,  a  statutory 
committee  not  reporting,  and  irre- 
sponsible to  the  council.  The  real  value 
of  experts  was  as  advisers  when  their 
advice  was  sought,  and  why  they  should 
not  go  through  the  process  of  election 
like  other  public  men,  and  so  add  to  the 
power  of  the  councils  as  a  whole,  he 
did  not  know. 

*The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  hon.  Gentleman  is  now  going  rather 
beyond  the  Amendment  before  the 
Committee. 

*SiR  ALBERT  ROLLIT  said  he  had 
only  desired  to  point  out  the  way  in 
which  the  presence  of  educational  experts 
had  been  beneficial  or  otherwise,  which 
was  one  end  sought  to  be  gained  by 
the  Amendment.  The  Amendment 
had  been  supported  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  in  accord  with  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Royal  Commission, 
although  the  hon.  Member  had  made  the 
admission  that  the  distinction  drawn 
l)y  the  Commission  between  boroughs 
and  counties  was  wrong  in  principle. 

Mr.  henry  HOBHOUSE  was  under- 
stood  to  say  his  argument  had  been  that  it 
was  necessary  to  lay  stress  upon  the 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission. 

*SiR  ALBERT  ROLLIT  said  he  under- 
stood his  hon.  friend  to  say  that  the 
authority  of  the  county  council  was  one 
which  might  well  have  been  maintained, 
although  he  would  not  contend  that  the 
distinction  drawn  in  the  Report  between 
county  and  borough  councils  should  be 
maintained.  At  any  rate,  it  was  useless 
to  cite  to  the  boroughs  the  decisions  of 
the  Royal  Commission,  for  at  the  very 
outset  they  protested  strongly  against 
the  composition  of  that  Commission,  on 
which  there  was  large  county  council 
but  no  municipal  representation,  and 
VOL  XCVIL       [Fourth  Series.] 


they  could  scarcely  be  expected  there- 
fore to  accept  views  which  were  in 
favour  of  county  councils  and  against 
borough  councils.  At  any  rate,  he  be- 
lieved that  the  distinction  drawn  by 
the  Commission  had  to  a  large  extent 
been  falsified  by  experience.  In  the 
rural  districts  education  was  largely 
behindhand.  Again,  while  many 
boroughs  had  already  rated  themselves 
for  these  purposes,  he  had  yet  to  learn 
that  a  single  county  had  taken  the  same 
position,  and  rural  education  was 
comparatively  most  backward.  There- 
fore he  repeated  that  the  recom- 
mendation of  a  differential  system  as 
against  boroughs  and  in  favour  of 
counties  was  not  likely  to  be  accepted 
by  the  municipalities.  And  in  next 
year's  Bill  he  urged  the  Government 
to  give  the  most  careful  consideration 
to  the  case  of  the  non-county  borouchs, 
many  of  which  had  done  the  best 
educational  work.  Those  which  had 
rated  themselves  had  been  assured  by 
the  Vice-President  that  they  should 
have  control  of  their  schools  as  of  right, 
and  they  would  also  claim,  in  the 
interest  of  education  in  their  localities, 
that  any  borough  which  could  satisfy 
the  Board  of  Education  that  it  had 
the  means  and  the  wish  to  conduct 
its  own  education,  and  that  it 
would  be  to  the  interest  of  education 
in  its  locality,  should  also,  with  the 
sanction  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
be  able  to  be  treated  a  local  authority. 
Lastly,  were  the  councils  in  future 
legislation  to  delegate  their  powers  to 
the  technical  instruction  committee, 
and  were  those  committees  to  become 
statutory  committees  irresponsible  to  the 
council,  both  financially  and  otherwise  ? 
He  admitted  that  there  might  be  con- 
siderable objection  to  that.  But  if  the 
council  could  not  delegate  to  the  com- 
mittee the  detailed  examination  of  a 
question  for  report,  objection  might  be 
taken  to  all  the  work  which  the  councils 
had  to  delegate.  At  present  they  did 
practically  refer  most  subjects  to  the 
bodies  Ukely  to  give  experienced  advice, 
properly  reserving  for  themselves  the 
final  authority  to  decide  whether  they 
would  act  in  one  direction  or  another. 
He  did  not  agree  that  the  adoption  of  this 

Eolicy  would  lead  to  friction.     He  be- 
eved  that  both  the  local  authorities  and 
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the  technical  instruction  committees 
would  be  prepared  to  deal  with  these 
questions  in  a  broad  spirit,  and  that 
the  local  authorities  would  place  at  the 
disposal  of  the  educational  body  the 
large  municipal  resources  which  they 
possessed,  and  that  they  would  do  their 
best  to  save  these  schools,  the  value  of 
which  he  was  the  first  to  acknowledge. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  said  that  the  insuper- 
able objection  in  the  view  of  the  Vice- 
President  to  the  Amendment  was  that 
many  local  authorities  had  no  technical 
instruction  committee.    That,  however, 
could  easily  be  got  over  by  the  insertion 
of  certain  word^  entrusting  the  duty  in 
such  cases  to  the  councils  themselves. 
He  cordially  supported  the  Amendment. 
In  his  own  county  he  had  had  some 
experience  of  the  technical  instruction 
committee,   and  they   there   had  great 
difficulty    in     preventing    the    county 
council  from  using  the  whisky  money 
for  the  relief  of  the  rates  instead  of  apply- 
ing it  for  the  purposes  of  technical  educa- 
tion.    The  chairman  of  that  committee 
was   a   brother   of   the   late   Education 
Minister,  Sir  Arthur  Acland,  and  it  was 
only  through  the  efforts  of  a  very  power- 
ful technical  instruction  committee  they 
were  able  to  get  the  money  used  for  its 
proper  purpose  in  the  county  of  Devon- 
shire.   That  was  a  concrete  case,  showing 
that  oftentimes  the  technical  instruction 
committee   was   more   educationally  in- 
cUned    than    the    whole    council.     This 
would  naturally  be  the  case,  because  the 
councils    in    selecting    their    committee 
Tery  properly  would  select  for  the  tech- 
nical education  committee  the  men  most 
interested  in  education.     It  would,  there- 
fore, be  much  better  in  this  temporary 
Bill  to  place  the  control  in  the  hands  of 
this  committee.     Another  point   which 
the  Vice-President  had  not  appreciated 
was    the    summoning    together    of    the 
county  councils  for  the  purpose  of  dele- 
gating the  authority.     In  the  case  of  the 
Devonshire  County  Council   103  voters 
would  have  to  be  summoned  from  all 
parts  of  the  county,  some  of  whom  would 
have  to  start  the  night  before  the  meet- 
ing to  be  present.     Surely  it  was  hardly 
worth  while  for  the  sake  of  a  temporary 
measure  to  put  the  county  council  to  so 
much    inconvenience.     Why  should  the 
right  hon.   Gentleman  prefer  that  the 
Sir  Albert  Rollii. 


technical  instruction  committee  should 
not  settle  the  question,  when  they  were 
the  best  educational  authority  1  He 
would  give  a  precedent.  The  Standing 
Joint  Committee  was  a  statutory  com- 
mittee, and  could  settle  matters  without 
reference  to  the  county  council  It  could 
even  requisition  money.  All  this  tech- 
nical instruction  committee  would  have 
to  do  was,  not  to  requisition  monev. 
but  merely  to  sanction  expenditure 
incurred  by  another  authority.  He 
therefore  strongly  supported  the  Amend- 
ment, believing  that  it  would  add  to  the 
value  of  the  Bill 

Mr.  BROADHURST  (Leicester)  under 
stood  that,  in  the  opinion  of  some  Mem 
bers,  the  fatal  objection  to  the  Amend- 
ment was  that  the  technical  education 
committees  now  in    existence   had  no 
power  to  issue  precepts  direct  for  educa- 
tional purposes.      But  neither  had  any 
other   committee  of  the  county  council 
such,  for  instance,  as  the  Foot  and  Mouth 
Committee  or  the  Swine  Fever  Commit- 
tee. H  e  was  afraid  that  if  this  Amendment 
was  not  carried,  in  many  cases  before  the 
county  councils  could  get  to  work  the 
year  would  be  over,  and  in  the  meantime 
the   people   would   be   starved   of  their 
ed  ucation.    He  quite  agreed  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Somerset  in  the  com- 
plaint he  made  with  regard  to  the  circular 
issued  to  the  county  councils.     Nobody 
knew  of  it,  and  therefore  many  interested 
in  educational  affairs  had  already  lo^i 
three  months  in  this  way.     Great  injur} 
would  be  done  to  the  secondary  education 
of  this  country  unless  some  such  provision 
as  that  now  under  discussion  was  agretd 
to  by  the  Committee.     He  was  not  in 
favour  of  the  education  committees  of 
county  councils  as   they  were  now  ai- 
ranged.     He    entirely    disagreed    with 
co-opted  head  masters  of  endowed  gram- 
mar schools  being  members  of  the  com- 
mittee ;     he    thought   it   was  a  highly 
improper  arrangement,  and  ought  to  be 
stopped.     He   did    not   think    that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  made  any  CAse 
at  all  against  the  Amendment.     He  had 
only  argued  as  to  the  form  of  it.    If  the 
Government  did   not  intend  to  accept 
any  Amendment  at  all,  then  he  thought 
it  would  be  convenient  if  the  Firet  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  would  inform  the  Com- 
mittee of  that  fact  as  soon  as  possible. 
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Mb.  BEYCE  said  he  regarded  the  Bill 
purely  as  a  temporary  measure,  intended 
to  save  the  country  from  an  immediate 
and  pressing  difficulty  in  which  they 
had  become  involved  in  consequence 
of  school  boards  having  spent  money 
in  a  way  which  the  courts  of  law  had 
declared  o  be  illegal.  Therefore  any 
views  he  expressed  as  to  the  Amendment 
would  not  be  influenced  in  the  least 
degree  by  the  notion  that  it  laid  down 
any  principle  for  the  future.  He  should 
deal  with  the  Amendment  simply  from 
the  point  of  view  of  desiring  to  adopt  the 
most  practical  and  convenient  course — 
the  course  which  would  enable  the  ques- 
tion to  be  dealt  with  most  quickly  and 
by  the  bodies  which  would  bring  the  best 
knowledge  to  bear  upon  it.  Two  objec- 
tions had  been  taken  by  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent. The  first  was  that  some  local 
authorities  had  no  technical  instruction 
committee.  That  was  quite  true,  but 
their  number  was  not  large,  and  the 
matter  could  be  remedied  by  the  Amend- 
ment being  amended  by  the  insertion 
of  the  words  **  where  such  committees 
exist"  As  he  looked  upon  the  matter  as 
purely  a  question  of  convenience,  he  did 
not  think  the  fact  that  one  rule  would 
apply  to  cases  where  there  was  a  technical 
instruction  committee  and  another  where 
there  was  not,  need  be  regarded  as  a  fatal 
objection  to  the  Amendment.  The 
second  objection  was  that  the  power 
of  authorising  the  expenditure  of  the 
ratepayers'  money  ought  not  to  be  given 
to  any  body  but  the  local  authority. 
That  objection  was  not  consistent  with 
the  position  taken  up  by  the  Government 
in  their  previous  Bill,  because  then  the 
Government  proposed  to  give  a  rating 
power  to  an  authority  which  was  not 
composed  entirely  of  representatives  of 
the  ratepayers.  Many  Members,  doubt- 
less, would  have  objections  to  such 
a  power  being  given  to  any  but  an 
elected  authority,  but  in  any  case  that 
objection  was  not  one  to  be  raised  by  the 
Government  after  the  Hne  they  had 
taken  in  their  previous  Bill.  Moreover, 
on  the  technical  instruction  committee 
there  was  a  majority  of  elected  members, 
so  that  the  voting  of  the  ratepayers' 
money  would  be  controlled  by  the  rate- 
payers' representatives.  That  was  the 
view  taken  b  -  himself  and  others  on  the 
Secondary  Education  Commission.  They 


thought  the  secondary  education 
'authority  ought  to  have  the  power  to 
issue  a  precept  to  the  local  authority 
who  imposed  the  rate,  although  there 
were  to  be  on  the  secondary  education 
authority  persons  not  directly  elected. 
Therefore  he  felt  that  the  Vice-President 
had  given  no  real  ground  for  rejecting 
the  Amendment.  There  was,  however, 
a  third  point  which  might  possibly  be  of 
some  importance,  and  that  was  whether 
there  was  any  precedent  for  an  Act  of 
Parliament  giving  a  statutory  power 
to  a  committee  which  was  not  a  statutory 
committee.  This  was  a  committee 
chosen  by  the  local  authority  them- 
selves, to  enable  them  the  better 
to  discharge  the  duty  which  the 
legislature  had  thrown  upon  them,  but 
so  far  as  he  knew  that  was  not  recognised 
by  statute.  That  would  be  a  grave 
objection  if  this-  Bill  were  not  a  tem- 
porary measure,  but  really  he  regarded 
the  Bill  as  being  so  abnormal  and  excep- 
tional a  case  that  it  ought  not  to  lay  down 
any  precedent  for  the  future,  and  that 
any  arrangement  now  made  was  an 
arrangement  which  could  not  properly 
be  appealed  to  hereafter  as  being  an  in- 
stance of  a  decision  of  Parhament  in 
regard  to  any  particular  policy.  On  the 
whole,  as  at  present  advised,  he  was  in- 
clined to  think  that  the  balance  of  con- 
venience lay  in  accepting  the  Amend- 
ment, because  it  would  put  the  power  in 
the  hands  of  an  authority  who  had  more 
knowledge  of  the  matter  in  hand  than 
the  local  authority  itself  could  have, 
and  also  because  it  would  enable  the 
matter  to  be  more  promptly  dealt  with, 
instead  of  exposing  it  to  the  long  delays 
which  must  ensue  before  it  could  be  dealt 
with  by  the  county  council. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  hope  that 
the  Committee  will  come  to  a  decision 
shortly  upon  this  Amendment.  The 
fundamental  reason  why  the  Govern- 
ment do  not  feel  themselves  able  to  accept 
it  is,  that  if  it  were  accepted  it  would 
practically  make  a  technical  instruction 
committee,  where  it  existed,  an  authority 
over  the  county  council,  from  which  it 
derived  all  its  powers,  in  such  an  impor- 
tant matter  as  the  expenditure  of  the 
rate. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  that  he  cor- 
dially endorsed  everything  the  hon.  M«a^ 
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ber  for  East  Somerset  had  said  about 
the  extraordinary  educational  value  of 
the  work  done  by  technical  education 
committees.  The  Amendment  raised 
the  whole  question  of  the  form  of  muni- 
cipal control  of  education.  If  they  were 
to  have  municipal  control  at  all,  it  must 
be  a  genuine  and  not  a  spurious  form  of 
municipal  control.  The  House  had  been 
invited  to  consider  this  control  in  the 
Bill  of  1896,  and  the  Vice-President  said 
then  that  the  Committee  would  be  like 
a  watch  committee,  largely  consisting 
of  co-opted  members,  but  such  an 
arrangement  as  that  was  not  proper 
municipal  control.  If  they  were  to  have 
municipal  control  let  them  vest  the 
power  in  the  county  council,  the  parent 
council  directly  responsible  to  the  rate- 
payers. He  thought  the  line  which 
the  Committee  ought  to  take  was  that 
they  could  not  allow  any  direct  statutory 
powers  to  be  handed  over  to  any  body 
not  responsible  to  the  ratepayers.  London 
had  had  a  very  bitter  experience  of  hand- 
ing over  powers  in  that  way  in  the  case 
of  the  old  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works. 
Let  the  parent  council  have  the  powen? 
vested  in  them  ;  they  were  quite  pre 
pared  to  delegate  all  the  executive  powers 
they  held  to  any  delegated  body,  but  the 
right  of  the  parent  council  to  direct  the 
manner  in  which  this  money  will  be 
spent  must  be  preserved. 

Mr.  ERNEST  GRAY  (West  Ham,  N.) 
said  he  had  been  told  that  many  county 
councils  would  hesitate  to  place  these 
powers  in  the  hands  of  their  technical 
instruction  committee.  He  would  like 
to  know  whether  these  words  intended 
to  imply  that  this  duty  must  be  exercised 
by  the  county  councils  themselves,  or 
whether  a  county  council  would  have 
power  to  delegate  it  to  its  technical  in- 
struction committee  with  power  to  act. 

*Mr.  NORVAL  W.  HELME  said  he 
wished  to  make  a  suggestion  to  the 
Government.  The  words  in  the  Bill  seemed 
to  suggest  that  the  initiative  should 
come  from  the  school  boards,  and  not 
from  the  county  council.  At  the  present 
moment  there  was  a  large  amount  of 
work  conducted  by  the  school  boards 
which  if  they  declined  to  carry  on  would 
be  thrown  upon  the  county  council,  or 
it  must  stop.  The  county  councils  were 
Dr.  Macnamara. 


sufficiently  interested  in  education  to 
undertake  this  work  if  put  on  them  by 
Parliament ;  but  th^  time  between  the 
date  when  this  Bill  would  become  law 
and  that  when  the  arrangements  for  the 
continuation  schools  must  be  completed 
was  so  short  that  he  appealed  to  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  to  give  & 
distinct  assurance  to  the  Committee  and 
make  it  clear  that  nothing  in  the  Bill 
would  compel  a  school  board  of  necessiiv 
to  go  to  the  county  council  first,  but 
that  the  county  council  if  it  chose  might 
take  the  initiative  and  pass  a  resolution 
empowering  school  boards  to  carry  on 
their  work  for  this  year,  and  so  save 
the  amour  propre  of  those  now  respon 
sible  for  it. 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sr 
Edward  Carson,  DubUn  University)  said 
that  as  he  understood  the  Bill  the  countv 
council  must  as  a  whole  be  responsible 
for  the  ultimate  decision.  They  must 
be  the  body  responsible  for  the  striking 
of  the  rate,  and  for  seeing  that  it  was 
divided  in  the  proper  way.  There  was  no 
doubt  that  the  council  could  delegate 
to  the  technical  instruction  committee 
the  operation  of  finding  out  to  what  ex- 
tent they  ought  to  allow  the  same  system 
of  education  to  be  carried  on,  thougii 
they  must  remain  responsible  to  the 
ratepayers  for  seeing  that  the  work  was 
properly  carried  ont  and  the  rate 
properly  struck.  It  was  clear,  also, 
that  the  county  council  not  only  bad 
the  right  but  the  duty  of  saying  whether 
they  would  empower  the  school  boank 
to  carry  on  the  work  which  they  had  been 
hitherto  carrying  on,  subject  to  certain 
conditions ;  but  where  a  county  council 
was  satisfied  that  the  work  as  carried  on 
by  the  school  board  was  properly  carried 
on,  and  wished  to  see  it  continued,  they 
might  pass  a  resolution  without  any 
appUcation  from  the  school  board  and 
without  Umiting  conditions. 

Mr.  CORRIE  grant  pointed  out 
that  there  was  no  duty  cast  upon  the 
county  council  at  all ;  it  was  the  school 
board  that  had  to  raise  the  rate. 

Sir  EDWARD  CARSON  said  the 
school  board  raised  no  rates. 

Mr.  CORRIE  GRANT  (who  spoke 
amid  continued    interruption  and  cries 
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of  *'  Divide  ")  was  understood  to  say  what 
happened  was  that  the  school  board, 
having  ascertained  what  their  expendi- 
ture was  likely  to  be,  asked  by  way  of 
a  precept  the  amount  which  they  re- 
quired, and  the  overseers  struck  a  rate ; 
so  that  it  was  not  the  county  council 
which  struck  the  rate  at  all.  What  he 
rose,  however,  to  point  out  was  the  difl&- 
culty  in  which  the  critics  of  this  Bill  were 
placed  by  really  not  knowing  what  the 
Bill  was.  The  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury had  stated  that  it  was  a  Bill  to  estab- 
lish a  broad  principle,  but  the  Vice- 
President  said  it  was  a  mere  emergency 
Bill. 

Sir  J.  GORST :  I  did  not  say  it  was  a 
mere  emergency  Bill ;  I  said  it  was  an 
emergency  Bill. 

Me.  CORRIE  grant  said  that  the 
Bill  could  only  be  described  as  a  **  first 
aid  to  the  wounded ''  Bill.  Nobody  knew 
what  it  was  to  do  except  that  it  was  to 
do  harm.    If  the  Bill  contained  a  prin- 


ciple, then  he  was  opposed  to  the  Amend- 
ment upon  the  ground  which  had  been 
laid  down  by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury that,  if  they  were  to  have  direct 
control,  it  should  be  as  direct  as  possible  ; 
but  if  it  was  only  an  emergency  Bill  he 
was  not  opposed  to  the  Amendment, 
because,  as  a  piece  of  mere  machinery, 
it  was  justificni  and  helpfid.  So  that 
they  came  back  to  the  position  that  some 
more  information  ought  to  be  given  with 
regard  to  the  Bill  As  he  understood, 
this  was  a  Bill 

♦The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Member 
is  not  entitled  to  discuss  the  character  of 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  henry  HOBHOUSE  asked 
leave  to  withdraw  the  Amendment,  but 
leave  was  refused. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  94  ; 
Noes,  293.    (Division  List  No.  357.) 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Asher,  Alexander 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Bn^gt  John 
Broadhorst,  Henry 
Brown,  Geo.  M.  (Edinboigh) 
Bmnner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Bart,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Svdney  Charles 
Oaine,  William  Sproston 
Cameron,  Robert 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Condon,  Thomas  Jo««eph 
Crorabie,  John  William 
Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
I>avies,MVaaghan-(Cardigan 
I>ewar,  John  A.(Inveme8s-sh. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Xhmcan,  J.  Hasting 
Farrell,  James  Patrick 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foeter.Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Oilhooly,  James 
Gladstone,  RtHon.  Herbert  J. 
Oriffith,  EUU  J. 
Gordon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
HarcouH,Rt  Hon.Sir  William 
Hardie,  J.  Keir(MerthvrTydva 
Hayne,Rt.  Hon.  Charles  ^eale- 
Hay  ter,Rt.  Hon.Sir  Arthur  D. 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.  E.) 
Acland.Hood,CaptSirAlex.F. 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 


/iYES. 

Helme,  Nerval  Watson 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.CharlesH. 
Hobhouse,C.  E.  H.  ( Bristol, E.) 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Hntton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jacoby.  James  Alfied 
Jones,  Uavid  Brynmor(Swan'8a 
Jones,  William  (Camarvons.) 
KayShuttleworth,RtHnSirU 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Kinloch,  Sir  J.  George  Smyth 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Batty 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Lough,  Thomas 
M'Arthur, William  (Cornwall) 
Mather,  William 
Mellor,Rt  Hon.  John  William 
MorKan,J.  Lloyd(Carmarthen) 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Nnssey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Connor,  James(  Wicklo  w,  W. 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'KeUy,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
O'Mara,  James 

Palmer,SirCharle8M.(Durham 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetman 
Phillips,  John  Wynford 
Pickard,  Benjamm 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

NOES. 

Allen,CliarlesP(Glouc.  ,Stroud 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 


Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Rea,  Russell 

Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Scott,  Chas.  Prestwich  (Leigh 
Shaw,  Chas.  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  John  (Forfarsh. 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Soares,  Ernest  J^ 
Spencer,RtHnCR(Northant8. ) 
Strachey.  Edward 
Taylor,  Theodore  Cooke 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Abel  (Glamorgan,  £. 
Thomas,  Davii  A  (Merthyr) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tully,  Jasper 

Wason,Eugene  (Clackmannan 
Weir,  James  Gallowav 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
Whiteley,George(  York,  W.  R. ) 
Whitaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Warner  and  Dr. 
Macnamara. 


Arnold- Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
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Ba^tyCapt.  Joeoeline  FitzRoy 
Bain,  Col.  James  Kobeit 
Baird,  John  Goorge  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Baldwin.  Alfred 
Balfonr,Rt.Hon.A.J.(Manch*r 
Balfoar,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Hornsey) 
Balfour,  Rt. Hon.  G.W.  (Leeds) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Bartley,  George  C.  T, 
Beach,Ut.  Hn.SirM.  H.  (Bristol 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Bell,  Richard 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bi*4nold,  Arthur  | 

Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boland,  John  | 

Bond,  Edward 

Boulnoii,  Edmund  : 

Bousfield,  William  Robert       | 
Bowles,  Capt.H.F.(Middlesex)  > 
Bowle8,T.(jibson(King*8Lynn  , 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John 
Burns,  John 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell,  Rt.  Hn.  J  A(Glasffow 
Caaopbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.H.  j 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish, V.  C.W.(Derbysh.  ^ 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William    ' 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hn  J.(Birm.)  j 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
ChanniuR,  Francis  Allston        i 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer     ' 
Cochrane,  Hon.Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Cochill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis  ' 

Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse  I 

Corbett,A.  Canieron(Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox, Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge  , 
Craiff,  Robert  Hunter 
Cranbome,  Viscount  i 

Cripps,  Charles  Alfred  j 

Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow)     | 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile  I 

Cullincm,  J.  I 

Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Delany,  William 
Dewar,T.R.  (T'rH'mlets,SGeo. 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dickson -Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
DimsdalcSir  Joseph  Cockfield 
Doringtun,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  Sir  Wm.  Tlieodore 
Dufl>r,  wyiiam  J, 
Duming-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Dyke,  Rt.Hn.  Sir  William  Hart 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Evans,  SirFranclsH(Maidst'ne 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Muiiro(Leith) 
Fergusson,  RtHn.  Sir  J.  (Manc'r 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Field,  William 

Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  George  H. 
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Finlay,Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbaiik,  Joseph;yThoma8 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fitzroy,  Hon.  Edward  A. 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  P.  S.  (Warwick,  S-W. 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Garfit,  William 
Gibbs,  HnA.G.  H.  (CityofLond. 
Godson,  Sir  Augustas  Fredk. 
Gordon,  Hn.  J.  E.  (Elmn&Naim 
Gordon,MajEvan8(T'rH'mlets 
Gore,HnG.  R.C.Ormsby-(Salop 
Gore,  Hn.  F.  S.  Orm8by-(Linc. 
Gorst,Rt.Hen.  Sir  John  Eidon 
GouldinjK,  Edward  Alfred 
Grant,  Corrie 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  Waif  ordD(  Wednesbury 
Greene,SirEW(B  rySEdm'nds 
Greene,  W.  Raymond-  (Cambs. ) 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Gretton,  John 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hain,  Edward 

Hamilton,  RtHn.  Ld.  G(Midd'x 
Hard  J,  r^urence(  K'nt  ^Ashf  rd 
Hams,  Frederick  Leverton 
Harwood,  George 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Heath,  James  (Staffords.N.  W. 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Holder,  Augustus 
Hermon  -  Hodge,  Robt.  Trotter 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Higginbottom,  S.  W. 
Hoare,  E.  Brodie  (Hampstead 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse, Henry  (Somerset,  E. 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Hope,JF(Shfflield,Brightside) 
Homer,  Frederick  William 
Houlds  worth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Hozier ,  Hon.  James  Henry  Cecil 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks.  N.R.) 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhonse 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kenyon,  Hon.  G.  T.  (Denbigh 
Kenyon,  James  (Lanes.,  Bury) 
Kimoer,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  W. 
l^aurie,  Lieut. -General 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
LawBon,  John  Grant 
liayland-Barratt,  Francis 
Lecky,Rt.  Hon.  William  E.  H. 
Lee,  ArthurH(  Hants. ,  Fareh'm 
Legge,Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,  Fredk.  N.  S. 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Lloyd -Georee,  David 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Ei-skine 
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Long,  Rt.  Hn.  Walter(Brfetol,S 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.,  Eskdale 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  (Kent) 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoh 
Lucas3etf  inald  J .  (Portsmouth 
Lundon,  W. 
Lvttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Maodona,  John  Cummine 
MacDonnell,  Dr. -Mark  A. 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M'Derraott,  Patrick 
M*Iver,  Sir  L.  (Edinbni«h.W,) 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Maxwell,  WJH(Dumfrie8shiie 
Middlemore,  John  T. 
Mildmay,  Francis  Biogham 
Milner,Rt.  Hn.  SirFrederickt;. 
Mitchell,  William 
Molesworth,  $^ir  Lewis 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
More,  R.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Morrell,  Geom  Herbert 
Morris ,  Hon.  Martin  HeDiy  F. 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murphy,  John 
Murray,RtHn  A.  Graham(Biite 
Murray,Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Nolan,Col.  JohnP.  (Galway,K. 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Kendal(TipperaryMd 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (KUkennT) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  >) 
CDonnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
0'Kelly,Jas.  (RoBcommoo,N) 
O'Malley,  WUIiami     - 
O'Neill,  Hn.  Robert  Torren? 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Palmer,  Walter  (Sahsbory) 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Peel,H  n  Wm.  RobertWelleel^ 
Percy,  Earl 

Pilkin^ton,  Lieut -Col.  R. 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Powell,  S&  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  Gwt^ 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  JohnE.  (Wat«w 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Renwick,  Geoige 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ridley,  S.  F.  (Bethnal  GrjeD) 
Ritclue,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  T. 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denblgbs) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
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Kollit,  Albert  Kaye 
Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 
Round,  James 
Rtitherford,  John 
Sackville.  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alex. 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Saunderson^Rt  Hn.Col.  Edw.  J 
8eely,Capt.J.E.B.(I.ofWi«ht) 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,M.  H.  (Renfrew) 
Sheehao,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,AbelH.(  Hertford,East) 
Sniith,James  Parker(Lanarks) 
Smith,  Hon. W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear  John  Ward 
Stanley,HnArthur(Grm8kirk) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 


{24  July  1901} 

Stroyan,  John 

Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Talbot,RtHn  J.G.(Oxf  dUniv. 
Tboma8,JA.(Glam*gan,Gower 
Thorbum,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlin8on,Wm.  Eidw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Wallace,  Robert 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde,  Col.  C.  E. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Wason,  JoTin*  la  thcart(  Orkney 
Webb,  Col.  William  George 
Welby,Lt.-Col.  A.C.E.(Taun'n 
Welby,SirCharle6G.E.(Nott8. 
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Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon - 
White.  George  (Norfolk) 
Whiteley,H.  (Ashton-u.-Lyne 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whitraore,  Chas.  Algernon 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wills,  Sir  Frederick 
Wilson,Henry  J.  ( YorkJsW.R.  > 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
WUson-Todd,  Wm.  H.  (York-. ) 
Wodehouse.  Rt.  Hn.  E.  K.  (Bath 
Wri^hteon,  Sir  T.homas 
Wylie ,  Alexand  er 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  (^eorge 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 
Young,  Samuel 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  William  Wabond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  (Carnarvon 
Boroughs),  who  had  on  the  Paper  a 
series  of  Amendments  to  constitute  as 
the  authority  in  Wales  **  the  county 
governing  body  appointed  under  the 
Intermediate  Education  (Wales)  Act,'' 
said  the  Amendment  he  first  proposed 
to  move  was  prehminary  to  one 
which  stood  a  Uttle  lower  on  the  Paper. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  prob- 
ably see  his  way  to  accept  this  Amend- 
ment, having  regard  to  the  fact 
that  in  Wales  there  was  already  such 
an  educational  board  as  the  Govern- 
ment desired  to  establish  by  this  Bill. 
In  Wales  the  principle  for  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  contending 
had  already  been  adopted  and  applied, 
and  therefore  he  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  accept  this  Amend- 
ment. The  one  great  difficulty  with 
regard  to  the  application  of  this  Bill  was 
that  there  was  no  local  information  in 
the  county  council;  but  in  Wales  the 
county  governing  body  had  been 
adopted  ;  they  had  their  local  bodies,  and 
those  local  bodies  would  advise  the  local 
governing  body  as  to  what  ought  to  be 
done  by  the  local  bodies  representing 
both  the  board  schools  and  voluntary 
schools.  There  was  a  perfect  organisa- 
tion already  in  Wales,  and  it  was  there- 
fore unnecessary  to  set  up  a  separate 
organisation.  Did  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man propose  to  accept  this  Amendment  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  No.  It  is 
similar  ,to  the  Amendment  we  have  just 
disposed  of. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  expressed  his 
regret  that  the  Amendment  could  not  be 


accepted  He  reminded  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  the  very  body  he  desired 
to  estabUsh  in  England  already  existed  in 
Wales ;  that  the  Education  (No.  1)  Bill, 
which  had  been  withdrawn,  and  from 
which  this  Bill  before  the  Committee  was 
taken,  was  itself  modelled  upon  the  Inter- 
mediate Education  Act  for  Wales,  which 
had  been  carried  through  by  a  Unionist 
administration ;  and  that  that  scheme 
was  working  at  the  present  moment 
without  difficulty,  and  giving  perfect 
satisfaction.  He  contend^,  under  those 
circumstances,  that  it  would  be  a  cruel 
!  thing  to  dislocate  the  whole  educational 
,  system  in  Wales  by  setting  up  a  new 
authority.  He  therefore  appealed  to  the 
I  right  hon.  Gentleman  not  to  place  any 
'  difficulty  in  the  way  of  Welsh  education, 
and,  when  they  had  already  a  perfect 
system,  set  up  a  crude  system  of  this  kind 
Nobody  could  doubt  that  one  of  the  diffi- 
culties would  be  the  lack  of  local  know- 
ledge in  regard  to  the  conditions  of  each 
school.  In  a  large  county  such  as 
Glamorganshire,  how  could  the  county 
council  possibly  advise  as  to  the  conditions 
to  be  imposed  on  a  continuation  or  a 
higher-grade  school  in  a  corner  of  the 
county  ]  The  opinion  of  the  local  repre- 
sentative might,  it  was  true,  be  taken, 
but  that  would  practically  be  delegating 
to  one  individual  work  which  had  hitherto 
been  carried  on  by  a  whole  body  elected 
by  the  ratepayers.  If,  however,  the 
matter  was  referred  to  the  county  govern- 
ing body,  that  body  could  consult  with  its 
local  governing  body  in  the  particular 
district — a  body  composed  of  men  elected 
for  their  local  knowledge,  and  than  whom 
there  could  not  be  a  better  body  for  the 
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purpose.  It  could  not  be  contended  that 
the  county  council  could  do  the  work  as 
well  as  the  county  governing  body.  Why 
then  should  not  the  Amendment  be 
accepted,  unless  it  was  that  every  Amend- 
ment, whether  good  or  bad,  was  to  be 
refused  1    He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  I,  line  9,  after  the  word  *  applicable,' 
to  insert  the  words  *  in  England.'  **~  {Mr, 
Hoyd-Oeorge,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted.*' 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  think  the 
hon.  Gentleman  somewhat  mistook  the 
purport  of  the  interruption  I  made  in  the 
course  of  his  speech  when  I  said  that  this 
Amendment  was  similar  to  the  one  we 
have  just  disposed  of.  I  did  not  at  all 
mean  to  imply  that  the  county  governing 
body  in  Wales  occupied  a  position  similar 
to  that  of  a  technical  instruction  com- 
mittee in  England.  I  quite  admit  that 
there  are  great  differences,  and  I  am  pre- 
pared most  cordially  to  agree  that  the 
educational  work  done  by  the  county 
governing  bodies  is  worthy  of  very  high 
praise.  But  I  would  point  out  that  there 
is  one  fundamental  parity  between  this 
and  the  last  Amendment,  which  goes  to 
the  very  root  of  the  matter.  The  chief 
reason  why  we  thought  it  impossible  to 
accept  the  last  Amendment  was  that  it 
proposed  to  give  the  technical  instruction 
committees  independent  powers  of  rating 
or  of  authorising  the  levjdng  of  a  rate 
over  the  head  of  the  county  council.  It 
appears  to  me  that  that  would  also  be  the 
case  with  the  county  governing  body  in 
Wales,  and  I  do  not  think  such  a  proposal 
could  be  assented  to  by  the  House.  The 
hon.  Member  laid  it  down  that  the  local 
authority  could  not  consult  the  county 
governing  body 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  What  I  said 
was  that  the  county  governing  body  had 
local  governing  bodies  which  might  be 
called  into  consultation,  and  which  could 
give  advice  in  regard  to  local  circum- , 
stances.  That  is  the  advantage  of  the  | 
system. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  At  all  events, 
if  we  retain  the  local  authority,  as  I  hope 
we  shall,  because  it  is  the  rating  authority, 

Mr.  Lloyd-George. 


I  would  point  out  that  that  authority 
will  beableto  take  the  advice  of  the  county 
governing  body,  which  I  quite  recognise 
is  a  body  whose  advice  would  be  valuable 
in  any  case  that  might  arise.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  hope  the  hon. 
Member  will  not  think  it  necessary  to 
press  his  Amendment  to  a  division. 

Mr.      HERBERT      LEWIS     (Flint 
Boroughs)  deeply  regretted  the  refusal 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  accept  the 
Amendment.     The    effect    of    the   Bill 
would  now  be  practically  to  set  up  two 
different    secondary    education    autho- 
rities, a  course  which  would  not  tend  to 
smoothness  of  working  or  to  economy  or 
efficiency.     The   right   hon.    Gentleman 
had  done  them  the  justice  to  say,  as  oth^s 
in   official   positions   had   already  said, 
that  these  county  governing  bodies  had 
been  remarkably  successful  in  the  work 
they  had  undertaken.     He  himself  had 
been  chairman  of  one  of  these  bodies  for 
ten  years,  and  to  those  who  generally 
considered  that  Wales   was  a  seething 
hotbed  of   political,  religious,  and  sec- 
tarian passion  he  might  say  that  during 
those  ten  years,  although  reUgious  in- 
struction according  to  the  principles  of  the 
Christian  faith  was  given  in  their  school 
that  body  had  not  had  one  division  on 
party  or  sectarian  Unes.     On  both  the 
county  governing   body  and  the  local 
governing    bodies    the    members    had 
joined  heart  and  soul  in  furthering  the 
work  of  secondary  education,  and  there 
could    not    have    been    more   complete 
concentration  on  that  particular  work 
anywhere.     To  him,   who   had  been  so 
closely  connected  with'  the  work,  not 
only  on  the  county  governing  body,  but 
also  on  the  Central  Board  of  Wales,  it  was 
a  matter  of  the  utmost  pain  that  prac- 
tically another  secondary  authority  was 
being  set  up.     The  county  councils,  who 
were  the  rating  authority,  in  this  con- 
nection had  trusted  the  county  governing 
bodies  absolutely. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  That  can  still 
go  on. 

Mr.  HERBERT  lewis  said  that  that 
was  where  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  mistaken.  The  county  councils  had 
no  power  to  delegate  this  work  to  the 
county  governing  bodies.  The  only  oh- 
jection  raised  Jgfbf'fef^S^^  ^^^'  ^^°^^ 
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man  to  the  Amendment  was  on  the 
question  of  rating,  and,  as  far  as  that  was 
concerned,  the  county  councils  had  in- 
variably trusted  the  county  governing 
bodies.  The  Government  alstf  had 
trusted  them,  because  in  the  Bill  of  last 
year  the  authority  for  education  then 
proposed  was  specifically  stated  in  the 
Bill  as  the  county  governing  body  in 
Wales.  If  the  present  Bill  was  intended 
to  be  a  precedent  for  the  future  it  would 
be  absurd  indeed,  under  the  circum- 
stances, to  create  a  new  body  to  deal  with 
secondary  education  in  Wales.  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  was  not  to  be  a  pre- 
cedent, but  merely  an  arrangement  for 
one  year,  he  appealed  that  the  duty 
should  be  placed  for  that  year  in  the  hands 
of  the  county  governing  bodies,  who  were 
the  most  trusted  educational  authorities 
in  Wales. 

Me.  BOUSFIELD  (Hackney,  N.) 
thought  the  hon.  Member  had  really 
given  away  the  case  for  the  Amendment. 
He  had  not  at  all  answered  the  pointy  to 
the  county  authority  being  the  rating 
authority,  but  had  said  that  the  county 
authority  and  the  Government  had  had 
the  utmost  confidence  in  the  county 
governing  body,  and  that  the  county 
authority  could  not  delegate  their  power 
to  the  county  governing  body.  It  was, 
however,  a  question  not  of  delegation, 
but  of  consultation,  which  was  a  very 
different  matter.  Just  as  in  England  the 
county  council  would  consult  the  techni- 
cal instruction  committee,  and,  if  it  was 
wise,  take  action  in  accordance  with  the 
report  of  the  committee,  unless  there  was 
good  reason  to  the  contrary,  so  in  Wales 
the  county  councils  would  consult  the 
local  governing  bodies  and  act  upon  their 
advice,  but  they  would  remain  the  local 
authority  responsible  for  the  rating. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  desired 
to  associate  himself  with  all  that  had 
been  said  in  regard  to  the  admirable 
work  done  by  the  country  governing 
bodies  in  Wales  and  the  complete  confi- 
dence the  country  reposed  in  them. 
In  the  Education  Bill  recently  withdrawn 
the  county  governing  bodies  in  Wales 
were  specifically  made  the  education 
authority.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
could  give  an  assurance  that  in  the  Bill 
to  be  introduced  next  year,  under  which 
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a  secondary  system  throughout  the 
country  was  to  be  established,  there 
would  be  a  similar  provision,  it  would 
to  a  great  extent  relieve  the  minds  of 
those  in  Wales  who  were  deeply  interested 
in  the  question,  and  who  were  most 
anxious  that  nothing  should  be  done  to 
interfere  with  the  usefulness  of  the  work 
at  present  done  by  the  county  governing 
bodies. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  In  response 
to  the  appeal  of  the  hon.  Member,  I  can 
assure  him  that  there  is  no  ground  what- 
'cver  for  thinking  that  the  scheme  to  be 
introduced  next  year  will  differ  in  the 
respect  to  which  he  refers  from  the 
previous  proposal.  I  think  the  position 
there  given  to  the  county  governing 
bodies  in  Wales  is  probably  the  right  one. 

Mr.  ELLIS  GRIFFITH  (Anglesey) 
thought  it  very  significant  that  although 
Wales  had  a  few  Conservative  Members 
the  Welsh  representatives  were  abso- 
lutely unanimous  in  this  request.  What 
real  harm  could  the  Amendment  do  1 
If  the  Government  were  desirous  of 
assisting  education  in  Wales,  why  could 
they  not  meet  the  Welsh  Members  in 
this  respect  1  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  admitted  that  the  principle  for 
which  they  were  contending  was  the 
right  principle. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  If  this  Amend- 
ment  brought  the  present  Bill  into  the 
precise  position  of  Bill  No.  1  there  would 
be  a  strong  argument  in  its  favour ; 
but  under  the  present  Bill  it  would  make 
the  county  governing  bodies  the  rating 
authority.  That  was  never  contem- 
plated in  Bill  No.  1,  nor  could  we  possibly 
contemplate  it. 

Mr.  ELLIS  GRIFFITH  said  they 
desired  to  avoid  this  duplication  of 
authorities  for  the  next  twelve  months, 
and  perhaps  after.  In  the  small  counties 
in  Wales,  in  addition  to  the  voluntary 
schools  and  the  board  schools,  there 
would  be  the  county  governing  bodies 
under  the  Act  of  1889,  and  the  county 
councils  under  the  present  Bill.  Surely 
it  was  not  beyond  the  wit  of  man  to  do 
now  that  which  it  was  admitted  would 
be  possible  in  twelve  months  time. 

Mr.    BRYCE    was    not    certain   that 
Scotch  Members  and  pthersrfa|ly  appre* 
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ciated  the  position  occupied  by  the 
county  governing  bodies  in  Wales.  It 
was  there  the  secondary  education 
authority.  The  theory  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  that  the  education  given  in 
the  continuation  and  higher  grade 
schools  was  secondary  education,  and 
ought,  therefore,  to  be  under  the 
authority  having  charge  of  secondary 
education.     The  county  governing  bodies 


were  the  authoriti^  charged  with 
secondary  education  in  Wales,  and 
consequently,  prima  facie^  they  were 
the  bodies  whose  opinion  ought  to  be 
taken  in  this  matter. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  157 ; 
Noes,  241.    (Division  List  No.  358.) 


Abraham,  Willi&ra(Cork,N.E. 

Abraham,  William  (Khondda) 

Allen,  C.  P.  (Glouc,  Stroud) 

Asher,  Alexander 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Bay  ley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 

Belt,  Richard 

Blake,  Edward 

Boland,  John 

Brigg,  John 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

Brown,  GeorgeM.  (Edinburgh) 

Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 

Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  Jamea 

Bums,  John 

Burt,  Thomas 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 

Caine,  William  Sproston 

Caldwell,  James 

Cameron.  Robert 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Carew,  James  Laurence 

Causton,  Richard  Knight 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Channing,  Francis  Alston 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Craig,  Robert  Hunter 

Crombie,  John  William 

Cullinan,  J. 

Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

Davies,M.  Vaughan-(  Cardigan 

Delany,  William 

Dewar,  John  A.(InverQess-sh . 

Doqgan,  P.  C. 

Duffy,  William  J. 

Duncan,  J.  Hastings 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Elibank,  Master  of 

£vaus,SirFrancisH(Maidst'ne 

Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 

Farrell,  James  Patrick 

Fen  wick,  Charles 

Ferguson  R  C.  Munro(Leith) 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Field,  William 

Flavin,  Michael  Joeepb 

Flynn,  Jair.es  Christopher 

Forster,  SirWalter(DerbyCo.) 

Gilhooly,  James 

Gladstone,  Kt.  Hon.  Herbert  J. 

(rrant,  Corrie 

Gur«lon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Harwood,  George 


Acland-Hood,Capt.  Sir  Alex.  F. 
.Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Aird,  Sir  John 


AYES. 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon. Charles  Seale- 
Hayter,Rt.Hon.Sir  Arthur  D. 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Hemphill,  Rt.Hon.  Charles  H. 
Hobhouse,  C.E.H.  (Bristol,  E.) 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,'We8t) 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea) 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvons. ) 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kay-Shuttleworth,RtHnSirU. 
Kearley,  Hudson  £. 
Kennecly,  Patrick  James 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  Geo.  Smyth 
Lamb  rt,  George 
Langley,  Batty 
La^land-Barratt,  Francis 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lundon,  W. 

Macdonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M*Dermott,  Patrick 
Mather,  William 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd(Carmarthen) 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Nolan,Col.  JohnP.  (Galway ,  N. 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
0'Brien,Kendal(Tipper'ryMid 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  Jas.  ( Wicklow,  W^ ) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
O'Kelly,  J.  (Roscommon,  N.) 
O'Malley,  WUliam 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Palmer  ,Su^harle«M.  (Durh'm 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paul  ton,  James  Mellor 

NOES. 

Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 


Mr.  Bryce. 


Philipps,  John  W^iiford 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rea,  Russell 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.(Waterford 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson.  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick.  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair.Capr.  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Spencer,RtHnC.  R,(Northants 

Strachey,  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Taylor,  Theodore  Cooke 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,E.) 
Thomas,DavidA.G.  (Merthyr) 
Thomas,  J  A  (Glamorgan  ,Gow'r 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,W.R.) 
Tomkinson,  James 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tully,  Ja3p€(r 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  John  L.  (Leeds,  S. 
Wamer,ThoniasCourten»y  T. 
Wason ,  Eugene(  Clackmannan 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Geoi-ge  (Norfolk) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 
Whiteley,George(York,W.R) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Williams,Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Wil8on,Cha«i.  Henry  (Hull,^V. 
Wilson,  Hy.  J.  (Yorks^W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mi<i) 
Young,  Samuel 
Yoxafi,  James  Henry 

Tfxlers  for  the  Ayes.- 
Mr.  Lloyd-George  and  Mr. 
EllU  Griffith. 


Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
I|g^t,Capt  JoficelineFiURoy 
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BaUey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  CoL  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexaader 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,RtHn.A.  J.  (Manch'r 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Beacb,RtHn.SirM.H.(Bri8tol) 
Beach,Rt.Hn.W.W.B.  (Hants 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bignold,  Arthor 
Blundell,  Col.  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Boulnois,  Edmund 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Bowles,  Capt.  H.  F.  (MiddVx) 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Butcher,  John  George 
Campbell,RtHnJ.A.(GIasgow) 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  VCW.(Derbyshire) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  H.  (Greenwich) 
Cbamberlain,Rt.  Hon.  J.(Birm 
Chamberlain,  J  A  usten(Worc'r 
Cochrane,  Hon.Thoe.  H.A.  K 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Coiien,  Benjamin  Louis 
Ceilings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Corbett,  A.  C.  (Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox,  Irwin  EdwardBainbridge 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dewar,T.R.(rrH'mlets,S.Geo 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Dooelas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,SirWilliam  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Duming-Lawrence,Sir  Edwin 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,HoD.  Ail  wynEd  ward 
Fereusson,Ri .  Hn.Sir  J(Manc'r 
Fielden,  EdwardBrocklehurst 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Haves 
Fitzroy,Hon.EdwardA1gemon 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Fo8ter,PhilipS.  ( Warwick,S  W 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Garfit,  William 
Gibbs,Hn.  A.G.  H(CityofLond. 
Godson,SirAugU8tnsFrederick 
Gordon,Hn.J.E.(Elgin&Naim 
Gordon,Maj  Evans-(TrH'mrts 
Gore.Hn.  G.  RCC)rmsby.(8alop 
Gorst,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  JohnEldon 
Gonlding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
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Grpen,iWalfordD.  ( Wedn'sVry 
Greene,  SirEW(B'rySEdm*ds. 
Greene,  W.  Raymond-(Camb8. ) 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hain,  Edward 

Hamilton,RtHnLordG.  (Mid'x 
Hamilton,Marqof(L'nd'nderry 
Hardy  ,Laurence(  Kent,  Ashfd 
Hams,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Heath,  James(Staffords.N.W. 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Holder,  Augustus 
Hermon-Ho<ige,Robt.  Trotter 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Higginbottom,  S.  W. 
Hoare,  Ed  wBrodie(Hamp8te'd 
Hoare,  Mr  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hope, J  F.(Shefiield,Bright6ide 
Horner,  Frederick  William 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Hozier  ,Hon.  JamesHenry  Cecil 
Hudson,  (reorge  Bickersteth 
Button,  John  (Yorks.,  N.R.)   ; 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse  | 
Johnston^  William  (Belfast)      i 
Kenyon.Hon.Geo.T.  (Denbigh) 
Kenyon,  J.  (Lanes.,  Bary) 
Kenyon-Slaney,Col.  W.  (Salop) 
Kimoer,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees 
Larobton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Lecky,Rt.  Hn.  WilliamEdw.H . 
Lee,  A.  H.  (Hants,  Fareham) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currey 
Leveson-Gower.Fi  ederickN.S. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Loder,  Gerald  W.  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Long,Rt.Hn.Walter(Bristol,S,  > 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee  j 

Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  (Kent)    1 
Lucas,Col.  Francis(  Lowestoft) 
Lucas, Reginald  J .( Portsmouth 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Caiuming 
M'lver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M' Arthur,  Chas.  (Liverpool) 
M'lver,  Sir  Lewis  (Edinb',W. 
M'Killop,  James  (Stirlingsb.) 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Mas8ey-Mainwaring,Hn  W  F. 
Maxwell,  RtHnSirHEjWi^n 
Max  well,  W  J  H(  Dumfriesshire 
MiHdlemore,  J.  Thn^morton 
Mild  may,  Francis  Bingham 
Milner,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Fred.  G. 
Mitchell,  WUliam 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  I G.  (Huntingdon) 
More,  Robt.  Jasper  (Shropsh.) 
Morgan,  D.  J.  (Walthamstow) 
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Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morris,  Hon.  Martin  Henry  F. 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arth.H.  A.(Deptford 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  RtHnAGraham(Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Nicholson,  Wifliam  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Peel.  Hn.  Wm.  Robt.  Wellesley 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 

Pilkmgton,  Lieut. -Col.  R. 
Platt-Higgin»,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pret^rman,  Ernest  C^reorge 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch, Major  Frederick  Carne 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Ren  wick;  George 
Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Ridley  ,S.  Forde(BethnalGreen 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  T. 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Rollit,  Sir  AU)ert  Kaye 
Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 
Round,  James 
Rutherford,  John 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alex. 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse 
Saunder8on,RtHn.Col.Edw.J. 
Scott,  SirS.(Marylebone,W.) 
Seely,Cap.  J.  E.  B.(IsleofWmht 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart, M.  H.  (Renfrew 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Loui^^  ( Komford) 
Smith,JamesP  -  rker(Lanarks. 
Smith.  Hon.W.  F.  D.  (Strand 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Hon.  Arth.(0rm8kirk 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Stroyan,  John 

Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G(OxfdUniv 
Thorbum,  Sir  Walter 
rhomton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tom linsou,  Wm.  Ed  w.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viecount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde,  Lieut.  Col.  C.  E. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Wa8on,JoTinCathcart(Orkney 
Webb,  ColonelWillianiGeorge 
Welby,Lt.  -Col .  ACE(Taunton 
Welby,SirChariesG.  E.  (Notts. 
WhiLeley,  H.(A8hton-u.-Lyne 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
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Wills,  Sir  Frederick 
WUson,  John  (Palkirk) 
WU80D-Todd,Wm.H.(York«.) 
Wodehoose^Rt  Hn.  £.  K.  (Bath 
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Wrigfatson,  Sir  Thomas 
WyUe,  Alexiiiider 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hod.  Creorge 
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I  Tbllehs  for  the  Noes- 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Mr.  DUNCAN  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Otley)  said  he  desired  to  move  an  Amend- 
ment under  which  the  school  board 
would  be  allowed  to  carry  on  the  work 
unless  the  local  authority  intervened. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  had  been  a 
member  of  the  West  Riding  County 
Council  and  of  its  technical  instruction 
committee.  That  county  council  had 
to  deal  with  a  very  large  number  of 
authorities.  In  addition  to  the  con- 
tinuation classes  already  sanctioned  by 
the  technical  instruction  committee, 
there  would  be  many  classes  carried  on 
by  the  school  board  which  were  not  at 
present  in  conjunction  with  that  com- 
mittee. Under  the  Bill  as  it  stood,  the 
whole  of  those  authorities  would  have 
to  come  to  the  county  council  for  per- 
mission to  carry  on  the  schools.  The 
county  council  would  just  now  be  finish- 
ing its  year's  work,  and  adjourning  for 
the  holidays.  The  committee  which 
would  have  this  matter  to  consider 
Already  had  a  very  large  amount  of 
work  to  do,  but  it  was  absolutely  essential 
that  this  question  if  it  was  to  be  decided 
at  all  should  be  decided  quickly.  It 
was  not  possible  for  the  West  Riding 
County  Council  or  its  technical  instruc- 
tion committee  to  discuss  adequately 
with^  100  authorities  all  the  details  of 
this  complicated  subject  in  the  short 
time  within  which  it  was  imperative 
that  a  decision  should  be  arrived  at. 
Under  the  Bill  it  appeared  to  him  that  a 
county  council  which  was  not  in  earnest 
over  educational  matters  would  be  able 
to  hang  up  the  question  almost  indefi- 
nitely, and  unless  the  classes  were  begun 
before  Christmas  they  were  of  very  little 
use  at  all.  If  a  school  board  started  a 
class  without  consulting  the  county 
council,  and  they  could  not  legally 
carry  it  on,  the  decision  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  class  could  be  carried  on 
would  be  apparently  left  to  neither  the 
school  board  nor  the  county  council, 
but  to  the  Government  auditor,  and  the 
whole  question  of  the  Cockerton  judg- 
ment might  be  again  raised  in  regard 
to  a  particular  class.  It  was  not  desir- 
able to  place  between  the  school  boards 
and  the  local  authorities  any  cause  of 


friction.  Whatever  public  feeling  on 
behalf  of  education  existed  had  been 
cultivated  by  the  school  boards,  who 
had  been  wiser  than  the  Legislature  in 
preparing  for  what  they  felt  to  be  an 
immediate  need  of  the  country.  If  the 
Amendment  were  accepted  there  would 
be  no  need  for  a  county  council  to 
interfere ;  the  authority  would  be  still 
I  retained ;  but  any  cause  of  friction 
between  the  two  authorities,  which 
would  be  most  disastrous  to  the  proper 
educational  progress  of  the  country, 
would  be  removed. 

Amendment  proposed — 

<*  In  page  1,  line  9,  to  leave  out  all  the  words 
after  the  word  *  applicable,'  to  the  end  of  the 
Bub*olau8e,  and  insert  the  words,  '  The  school 
board  may  carry  on  for  the  period  of  one  year 
&om  that  day  the  work  of  such  school  or  ola«. 
and  may  apply  to  the  maintenance  of  such 
school  or  class  such  sum  out  of  the  school  fund 
as  may  be  necessary,  unless  objection  to  such 
expenditure  be  made  within  thirty  days  of  the 
passing  of  this  Act  by  the  council  of  tbecouotj 
or  county  borough,  or  any  other  local  authori^ 
'  under  the  Technical  Instruction  Acts,  1889 
and  1891,  within  whose  area  the  schodordais 
is  held.*  '*—(Mr  Duncan,) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  the  words 
•  the  council  of  the  county  or  county 
borough  '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

Sir  J.  GORST  :  Of  course  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  accept  this   Amendment, 
as  it  is  entirely  subversive  of  the  scheme 
they  are  inviting  the  Committee  to  adopt. 
It  appears  to  me  that  the  Amendment, 
if  adopted,  would  lead  to  inconvenience, 
and  cause  friction.    The  principle  of  the 
!  Bill  is  very  simple.     It  is  that  the  school* 
I  conducted  by  the  school  boards  are  to  be 
carried  on  continuously  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  body  which  represents  the 
ratepayers,   and  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
representatives  of  the  ratepayers,  either 
on  the  application  of  the  school  board  or 
on   their  own   initiative,    to  determine 
which  schools  should  be  carried  on.    The 
Government  feel  confident  that  if  the 
I  Bill  is  adopted  in  the  form  in  which  it  ^ 
;  presented  there  will  be  no  friction,  and 
I  that  the  schools  which  it  is  desirable 
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every  part  of  England  and  Wales.  As 
an  alternative  to  that  scheme  the  hon. 
Member  opposite  proposes  that,  in  the 
first  place,  there  should  be  a  delay  of  a 
month,  during  which  nobody  will  know 
where  he  is.  Suppose  a  local  authority 
does  not  at  once  determine  which  schools 
are  to  be  carried  on.  In  that  case  the 
school  board  will  not  dare  to  engage 
teachers  or  to  make  the  arrangements 
which  are  so  urgently  required  to  be 
made  immediately  for  the  coming  session 
of  the  continuation  schools.  They  would 
have  this  sword  of  Damocles  hanging 
over  them,  which  might  destroy  every 
kind  of  preparation  they  had  made. 

Mr.  DUNCAN :  They  have  the  same 
sword  of  Damocles  hanging  over  them 
now. 

Sir  J.  GORST  :  Not  at  all.  At  present 
what  they  have  to  do  is  to  come  to  terms 
immediately  with  the  local  authority, 
and  then  they  can  go  on.  In  many  cases 
that  has  already  been  done,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  the  Bill  being  passed.  A  large 
number  of  important  school  boards  have 
already  made  their  arrangements. 

Dr.   MACNAMARA:   Where? 

Sir  J.  GORST :  I  need  not  give  the 
list,  but  the  Committee  may  take  it  from 
me  that  arrangements  have  been  made 
in  many  cases.  Is  the  hon.  Member 
giving  the  local  authority  a  really  reason- 
able power '?  The  objection  must  be 
made  within  a  month,  but  the  hon. 
Member  has  told  us  that  in  many  parts 
of  the  country  the  local  authorities  have 
already  adjourned,  or  are  about  to  do  so. 
They,  therefore,  will  have  no  chance  of 
exercising  the  power  this  Amendment 
proposes  to  give  them  ;  certainly  they 
will  not  have  a  reasonable  opportunity  of 
determining  whether  certain  schools 
should  be  continued  or  not.  Lastly, 
even  supposing  a  local  authority  desires 
to  make  an  objection,  the  Amendment 
does  not  say  how  or  to  whom  the  objec- 
tion is  to  be  made,  or  by  what  procedure 
effect  is  to  be  given  to  it  when  made,  or 
what  is  to  happen  afterwards.  The 
scheme  which  the  hon.  Member  has 
elaborated  is  an  extremely  inconvenient 
one,  and  the  words  by  which  he  seeks 
to  give  effect  to  it  are  wholly  inefficient 
and  ineffective. 


Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  the  Vice- 
President  had  declared  that  this  Amend- 
ment was  entirely  subversive  of  the 
scheme  of  the  Bill,  whereas,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  it  did  not  touch  the  local  autho- 
rities at  all.  Instead  of  the  school  board 
going  to  the  local  authority  with  full 
details  as  to  every  school  or  class,  and 
haggUng  over  which  should  be  continued 
and  which  should  not,  the  Amendment 
provided  that  the  school  board  should  go- 
I  ahead  subject  to  the  ultimate  challenge 
i  of  the  local  authoritv.  It  simply  broke 
the  fall  of  the  school  board.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  claimed  that  the  scheme 
of  the  Government  presented  no  oppor- 
tunity for  friction,  but  refused  to  give 
instances  in  which  arrangements  were 
being  amicably  made.  He  would  give  a 
case  the  other  way.  He  had  received  a 
letter  from  the  Leeds  School  Board,  in 
which  it  was  stated  that — 

'*  A  deputation  of  the  school  board  have  had 
a  very  painful  interview  with  the  Technical 
Instruction  Committee  of  the  City  Council,, 
which  elearly  foreshadows  the  strongest  kind 
of  friction  between  the  school  board  and  the- 
City  Council." 

He  hoped  the  Committee  would  agree  to. 
the  Amendment.  It  was  simply  a  pro- 
posal to  let  the  school  boards  down  gently 
instead  of  subjecting  them  to  the  indig- 
nity, after  their  thirty  years  experience^ 
of  going  to  an  authority  which  had  had 
only  ten  years  experience  in  a  small  field 
of  education,  and  submitting  to  that 
authority  details  which  it  was  not  com- 
petent to  understand.  The  municipalisa- 
tion  of  education  would  be  made  incal- 
culably more  difficult  by  the  refusal  of 
the  Government  to  accept  any  modifica- 
tion or  compromise. 

Mr.  HERBERT  lewis  said  the 
objection  of  the  Vice-President  to  the 
Amendment  on  the  question  of  form  could 
easily  be  met.  If,  instead  of  leaving  out 
the  words  from  **  appUcable  "  to  the  end 
of  the  paragraph,  the  hon.  Member 
inserted  the  principle  of  his  Amendment,, 
and  stated  that  objections  to  such  ex- 
penditure should  be  made  by  the  council 
to  the  Board  of  Education  within  thirty 
days,  and  then  at  the  end  of  the  Amend- 
ment added  the  word  "  whereupon," 
that  particular  objection  would  be  over- 
come. Where  there  was  a  will  there  was 
a  way,  and  if  the  Committee  were  dis- 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


1487 


Edncaiion 


ilpOMMONS}  {No.'2)Bill 


cussing  the  Bill  in  the  ordinary  manner, 
with  the  prospect  of  a  Report  stage,  all 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  have  to 
do  if  he  desired  to  accept  the  Amendment 
would  be  to  promise  to  consider  the 
matter  with  a  view  to  introducing  an 
Amendment  on  the  Report  stage  of  the 
Bill.  But  it  was  perfectly  well  known 
there  was  to  be  no  Report  stage.  Any 
Bill  relating  to  education  was  to  be  treated 
as  a  sort  of  inspired  Scripture ;  not  a 
letter,  syllable,  or  word  was  to  be  altered. 
Another  objection  of  the  Vice-President 
was  that  under  the  Amendment  these 
bodies  would  have  a  sword  of  Damocles 
lianging  over  them  for  a  month.  But 
what  was  the  present  position  1  There 
must,  first  of  all,  be  a  reference  to  the 
county  council. 

Sir  J.  GORST:  No. 

Mr.  HERBERT  LEWIS  :  No  applica- 
tion to  the  county  council  ] 

Sir  J.  GORST:  I  think  the  hon. 
Member  could  not  have  been  in  the 
House  when  the  Solicitor  General  said  it 
was  absolutely  unnecessary. 

Mr.  HERBERT  LEWIS  said,  surely 
there  must  be  a  sanction  given  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  these  schools  or  classes,  and 
in  order  that  that  sanction  may  be  given 
an  application  must  be  made  and  the 
Kjounty  council  must  meet.  There  were 
•counties  in  which  the  councils  met  only 
once  in  three  months.  It  was  true  that 
resolutions  might  be  passed  at  once,  but 
the  whole  state  of  the  case  would  not  | 
then  be  adequately  considered.  The  | 
matter  would  have  to  be  considered  by  I 
A  committee ;  that  committee  would  have 
to  communicate  with  the  school  boards  ; 
:and  the  county  council  would  have  to 
meet  again,  because,  as  the  Solicitor 
•General  had  pointed  out,  it  could  not 
delegate  the  power  of  settling  the  matter 
to  the  committee.  By  the  time  all  this 
had  been  done,  where  would  be  the  one 
month  of  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  spoken  with  so  much  horror 
as  the  sword  of  Damocles  1  The  real 
•objection  was  that  there  was  to  be  no 
Report  stage. 

Mr.  BOUSFIELD  sympathised   to  a 
•certain  extent  with  the  object  of  the 
Mr,  Herbert  Lewis. 
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Amendment,  and  thought  that  a  clearer 
declaration  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  their  intention  would  remove 
the  possibility  of  any  practical  difficult}:. 
By  many  of  the  speeches,  the  object  of  the 
Bill  and  the  duty  the  Government  desired 
to  lay  upon  the  county  councils  had 
been  rather  obscured.  The  Bill  did  not 
tell  county  councils  exactly  what  wag 
expected  of  them.  He  believed  the 
Government  simply  intended  that  these 
schools  should  go  on  in  all  cases  except 
where  there  was  overlapping.  If  that 
were  the  policy  of  the  Government,  and 
I  if  that  policy  were  clearly  enunciated, 
he  believed  that  every  practical  difficulty 
and  every  cause  of  friction  would  dis- 
appear. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  The 
Vice-President  has  made  a  statement 
at  which  we  were  all  astonished,  namely, 
that  there  is  no  occasion  for  the  school 
boards  to  go  to  the  local  authorities. 

Sir  J.  GORST  :  I  did  not  make  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  It  is 
very  difficult  to  get  a  definite  statement 
at  all.  We  all  understood  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  say  that  certain 
difficulties  which  had  been  suggested 
could  not  arise,  because  it  had  been  stated 
by  the  Solicitor  General  that  there  was 
no  occasion  for  the  school  boards  to  go 
to  the  local  authority  at  all.  Is  that 
the  fact  ] 

Sir  J.  GORST:  That  is  what  the 
Solicitor  General  said. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  Ye^ 
but  is  it  what  the  Vice-President  says  ? 

Sir  J.  GORST  assented. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  It  is 
rather  important,  because  we  have 
understood  that  the  whole  basis  of  this 
Bill  is  that  the  school  boards,  if  they 
are  to  continue  that  education  which 
they  have  been  carrying  on  with  so 
much  advantage  to  the  community, 
must  go  to  the  county  councils  under 
the  words  of  this  Bill.  Are  we  now  to 
understand  that  the  Vice-President,  on 
the  authority  of  the  Solicitor  Generalf 
states  that  the  school  boards  may  do  this 
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without  going  to  the  local  authority  at 
all  1  It  would  be  a  great  relief  if  we 
thoroughly  understood  that  to  be  the 
€ase« 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUK:  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  cannot  have  been 
in  the  House  when  the  Solicitor  General 
spoke,  or  he  would  have  seen  that  there 
is  really  no  confusion  or  contradiction 
in  this  matter  at  all.  What  the  Solicitor 
General  said  was  that  it  was  entirely  in 
the  power  of  a  local  authority  to  pass  a 
resolution,  quite  apart  from  any  appli- 
cation from  the  school  board,  authorising 
the  school  board  to  go  on  with  the  work 
they  had  been  doing,  or  a  certain  portion 
of  it.  The  local  authority  need  not  wait, 
to  be  set  in  motion  by  the  school  board, 
but  they  may  do  this  on  their  own 
initiative.  That  was  the  opinion  of  the 
Solicitor  General,  and  I  think  it  would 
probably  be  the  opinion  of  most  gentle- 
men who  have  read  the  Bill.  There  is 
really  no  obscurity  or  difficulty  in  the 
matter.  I  do  not  think,  at  any  rate, 
that  this  branch  of  the  discussion  on  the 
Amendment  need  continue.  I  would 
respectfully  ask  the  Committee  to  help 
us  to  get  on  with  the  details  of  this  single- 
clause  Bill.  We  have  discussed  the 
principle  of  it  on  the  Second  Reading, 
we  have  discussed  the  great  alternative 
suggestion  on  the  first  Amendment, 
and  I  think  it  will  be  for  the  general 
convenience  that  these  relatively  insig- 
nificant matters  should  be  disposed  of 
without  any  undue  discussion. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  I  do 
not  think  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  removed  the  objection  we  take.  The 
difficulties  which  have  been  raised  are 
that,  from  other  causes,  it  may  be  ex- 
tremely difficult  for  the  school  board  to 
apply  to  the  local  authority,  and  there 
ought  to  be  some  alleviation  of  those 
difficulties  provided  for  in  the  Bill.  What 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  says  has 
not  touched  that  point  at  all.'  The 
argument  of  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Council  is  that  no  such  difficulties  arise, 
because  school  boards  need  not  go  to  the 
local  authority  at  all.  The  question 
is  whether  it  has  done  the  thing  that  is 
wanted.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
t'lppears  to  have  thrown  a  responsibility 
upon  the  Solicitor  General  which  it  does 


not  seem  to  me  that  the  Solicitor  General 
at  all  merits. 

*Mr.    MATHER   (Lancashire,    Rossen- 
dale)  said  a  case  had  arisen  which  affected 
the  interests   of   education  and   which 
did   not   affect   party   discussion.     Sup- 
posing a  school  board  had  hitherto  carried 
on  its  schools  and  classes,  and  it  did  not 
agree  to  apply  for  the  continuance  of  its 
schools  to  the  local  authority,  and  the 
local   authority   was   not  sympathetic  1 
Town  councils,  were  not  all  enlightened 
bodies  of  men,  and  they  were  not,  as  a 
rule,  so  ardent  for  the  education  of  the 
country  that  they  would  rush  out  of 
their  way  to  spend  money.     There  were 
not  many  of  this  class  he  knew,  but  there 
were  a  few.     Supposing  in  this  particular 
case  a  school  board  not  having  applied 
for  money,  was,  so  to  speak,  held  up  by 
this  Bill,  and  the  county  or  town  council 
of      that     school     district     being    in- 
different     took     no     action     at      all, 
what    would    become  of  the    thousand 
children  in  that  district   who  hitherto 
enjoyed    the    higher    grade    teaching  'i 
What  would  become  of  those  children 
during  the  coming  winter  ?    There  was 
nothing  in  the  Bill  to  enforce,  either  upon 
one  authority  or  the  other,  the  necessity 
that  such  education  should  be  carried  on. 
Under    the    Education    Act,    1870,  the 
Board  of  Education  had  laid  upon  it  the 
distinct  duty  by  Parliament  that,  in  the 
case  of  a   defaulting  school   board   not 
carrying  out   its  functions,   the   Board 
of  Education  was   bound  to   come  in. 
Where   there    was   an    ignorant   school 
board  not  doing  its  duty,  and  not  main- 
taining its  schools,  it  was  the   duty  of 
the  Board  of  Education  to  come  down 
upon  that  district  and  see  that  the  chil- 
dren were  not  neglected.     In  relation  to 
this  class  of  education  which  they  were 
now    considering,     he    understood    the 
Government  did  not  wish  to  destroy  it. 
All  the  Ministers  who  had  spoken  had 
said  that  this  education  was  to  be  con- 
tinued, and  that  they  were  in  sympathy 
with    it,    provided    some    extraordinary 
extravagances     were    disallowed.     The 
case    he    quoted    was    one     where    the 
Board    of    Education     had    no    power 
to    control    the   local    authority    under 
this  Bill.     They  had  no  power  to  control 
a    school     board,     and,     between     the 
two,  what  was  going  to  become  of  the 
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thousand  children  who  had  hitherto 
enjoyed  the  benefits  of  this  education  ? 
The  case  he  had  put  was  not  a  hypo- 
thetical one,  but  it  had  actually  happened. 
Fortunately  he  might  be  able  to  control 
this  case  in  the  right  direction,  but  that 
did  not  affect  the  principle.  If  the 
Government  would  only  give  way  on 
this  point,  the  simplest  method  would  be 
that  the  Board  of  Education  should 
enjoy  the  same  power  in  the  coming 
year  in  controlling  the  higher  grade 
education  that  it  had  hitherto  enjoyed 
under  the  Act  of  1870.  He  put  it  to 
the  Committee  that  there  would  be 
a  dilemma  arising  in  more  districts  than 
one,  and  a  great  wrong  would  be  done  to 
education  if  something  of  the  kind  were 
not  done. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  has  stated  that  the  Bill  does 
not  give  power  to  the  Education  Depart- 
ment to  compel  an  adequate  supply  of 
secondary  education.  That  is  perfectly 
true,  but  I  wish  to  point  out  that  the 
Department  would  have  had  no  such 
power  either  under  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  or  under  the  Amend- 
ment now  before  the  Committee.  I  do 
not,  however,  think  it  is  desirable  to 
throw  upon  the  Education  Department 
the  duty  suggested. 

*Mr.  MATHER  said  he  had  framed 
his  Amendment  with  a  view  to  placing 
this  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Board 
of  Education. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  think 
the  terms  of  this  Amendment  require 
the  Board  to  insist  on  an  adequate  supply 
of  secondary  education.  That,  however, 
is  not  a  matter  relevant  to  the  Amend- 
ment before  the  House.  I  have  greater 
confidence  in  the  good  sense  of  the  local 
authorities  than  some  hon.  Members  ap- 
pear to  have.  I  do  not  believe  that  all 
these  children  will  be  left  uneducated  ow- 
ing to  petty  squabbles  between  the  school 
board  and  the  local  authority.  On  the 
contrary,  I  think  that  the  responsibility 
placed  upon  the  local  authority  is  so 
great  that  in  its  own  interest,  quite  apart 
from  its  pubUc  duty,  it  will  never  think 
of  taking  a  course  in  the  matter  which 
would  give  great  offence  to  its  con- 
stituents,     Therefore,  if  the  matter  is 

Mr,  Mather. 


not  relevant,  the  fears  which  have  been 
expressed  are  entirely  wilthout  foundatioD. 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  I  admit  that  this  is  not 
quite  relevant,  but,  as  it  is  a  subject 
which  has  been  entered  upon,  perhaps  I 
may  be  allowed  to  say  that  there  is,  at  any 
rate,  a  probabiUty  that  a  certain  number 
of  children  who  have  enjoyed  this  educa- 
tion will  be  deprived  of  the  opportunity 
of  enjoying  it  in  the  future.  If  it  is  true, 
as  my  hon.  friend  says,  that  there  is  a 
considerable  number  of  children  who  will 
be  deprived  of  this  education  owing  to 
friction  between  these  two  authorities, 
there  is  surely  a  case  for  the  intervention 
of  the  Board  of  Education.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  cannot  wish  that  in  any 
town  even  1,000  or  2,000  children  who 
have  hitherto  enjoyed  this  education 
should  be  deprived  of  it.  I  sympathise 
with  the  desire  expressed  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  we  should  get  on 
with  this  Bill  as  fast  as  possible.  I  think 
that,  up  to  the  present,  the  whole  of  the 
discussion  has  been  strictly  relevant  to 
the  Bill,  but  I  am  sure  that  it  would  very 
much  abridge  our  labours  if  the  right  hon 
Gentleman  would  take  this  opportunity 
of  giving  to  us  some  indication  of  the 
Amendments  which  he  is  willing  to 
accept.  As  instances  I  may  mention 
the  Amendments  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Oldham  and  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Somerset.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  indicate  his  willingness  to  accept 
these  or  any  other  Amendments  which 
would  give  the  Board  of  Education  a 
locus  standi,  I  think  we  should  get 
through  the  Bill  much  faster. 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.)  said  he  wished  to  bring  before  the 
House  the  suggestion  made  by  his  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Rossendale.  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  had  just 
stated  that  he  did  not  expect  the  town 
councils  would  shut  up  the  schools. 
What  was  going  to  be  the  result  of  this 
Bill '?  It  was  either  going  to  allow  the 
schools  to  go  on  or  else  it  would  limit 
them.  In  certain  cases,  where  se^iou^ 
fault  could  be  found  with  the  administra- 
tion and  the  usefulness  of  these  school, 
this  Amendment  would  create  a  locu^ 
standi,  and  an  opportunity  would  be 
afforded  to  the  lo<»l  authoritv  to  inter- 
fere and  say  that  that  particular  kind  of 
school  should  not  go  on.     In  such  a  case 
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as  that  the  suggestion  made  by^the  hon. 
Member  for  Rossendale  came  in.  This 
was  a  very  reasonable  Amendment,  and  it 
was  one  which  would  minimise  cases  of 
friction  such  as  had  arisen  at  Leeds  and 
other  places,  and  which  he  feared  would 
arise  at  a  great  many  other  places. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  he 
thought  the  Committee  were  entitled  to 
some  indication  of  the  opinion  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  on  this  particular 
question.  What  was  proposed  would 
strengthen  the  Bill  and  would  not  in  any 
way  overthrow  the  principle  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  laying  down. 
There  was  one  point  which  ought  to  be 
made  clear  on  this  Amendment,  and 
that  was  with  regard  to  the  powers  of 
county  councils  of  their  own  initiative 
to  decide  which  schools  should  proceed. 
It  was  a  very  extraordinary  doctrine  to 
lay  down  that  they  could  act  on  their 
own  initiative.  It  was  very  important 
before  deciding  upon  the  Amendment  to 
thoroughly  understand  this.  It  was  all 
a  question  of  time.  His  hon.  friend 
who  moved  the  Amendment  wished,  in 
order  to  save  time,  that  it  should  be  laid 
down  that  all  schools  which  the  county 
council  did  not  interfere  with  in.  the 
course  of  thirty  days  should  be  able  to 
carry  on  their  work.  The  only  answer 
which  the  Minister  of  Education  made  to 
that  was  that  it  would  take  less  time  to 
carry  out  the  arrangements  by  the 
machinery  provided  in  the  Bill.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  the  county 
council  could  act  on  their  own  initiative, 
without  waiting  for  an  appUcation  from 
the  school  board.  If  that  was  true,  it 
might  be  done  in  ten  days,  audit  would 
save  time.  He  did  not  think  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  read  his  own  Bill, 
or  he  would  not  have  laid  down  that 
doctrine.  The  Bill  said  that  the  council 
of  the  county  or  the  county  borough — 

"mav  empower  the  sohool  board  to  carry  on 
for  the  period  of  <mt  year  from  that  day  the 


work  of  the  school  or  class  to  such  extent  and 
on  such  terms  as  may  be  agreed  on  between 
such  council  or  local  authority  and  the  school 
board,  and  to  apply  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
school  or  class  such  sum  out  of  the  school  fund 
as  the  council  or  local  authority  may  sanction.  "^ 

How  could  a  county  council  and  a  school 
board  come  to  an  agreement  without  ever 
having  met  1  That  was  the  only  way  in 
which  the  work  could  be  done.  Some 
hon.  Members  said  it  was  to  be  done  by 
the  school  board  writing  a  letter,  but  the 
whole  argument  was  that  no  appKcation 
need  be  made  at  all.  He  would  point 
out  to  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  that 
the  Bill  said  that  the  whole  basis  of  action 
was  an  agreement  between  the  school 
board  and  the  county  council  Assuming 
that  the  school  board  sent  a  letter,  the 
county  council  might  not  agree  to  what 
was  proposed.  The  fact  of  the  matter 
was  that  time  would  be  required  to  come 
to  an  agreement.  A  very  careful  calcula- 
tion was  required  on  the  part  of  the  school 
board  to  know  the  sum  of  money  spent 
on  continuation  schools,  and,  if  that 
was  so,  how  could  the  county  council  act 
on  their  initiative  1  The  First  Lord 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  Amend- 
ments must  be  rejected  whether  good  or 
bad,  and  then  he  endeavoured  to  find 
arguments  to  support  that  course.  The 
real  reason  for  the  attitude  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  given  by  a  member  of  a 
school  board,  who  said  this  was  the  Bill 
which  the  Church  party  desired  to  pass, 
and  who  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
measure  would  curtail,  truncate,  and 
almost  destroy  the  existing  school  boards^ 
because  he  thought  they  were  not  only 
doomed,  but  rightly  doomed,  to  ex- 
tinction. 


Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  261 
Noes,  164.    (Division  List  No.  359.) 


Acland-Hood,Capt.SirAlex.F. 
A|;K-Oardner,  James  Tynte 
AW,  Sir  John 
An«on,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwnght,  John  Stanhope 
Aniold-Foreter,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,Su' William 
Atldnison,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
BagotjCapt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
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AYES. 

Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Ck)l.  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.(Manch'r 
Balfonr,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Homsey) 
Balfour,Rt.  Hon.  G.  W. (Leeds 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 

3K 


Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Beach,Rt.  Hn.  SirM.  H.  (Bristol 
Beach,Rt.Hn.W.W.B.(Hanta. 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
BignoldrArthur 
Blundell,  Col.  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
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Boeoawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Boulnois,  Edround 
Boufifield,  William  Robert 
Bowles,  Cant.  H.  F.  (Middl'x) 
Brassey,  Albert 
Bull,  William  James 
Butcher.  John  George 
CampbeU,RtHnJ.A.(Glasgow) 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Oautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  R.  ¥.  (N.  Lanc^.) 
Cavendish ,  V.  C.  W.  (Derbysh. 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hagh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,Rt  Hn.  J.  (Birm. ) 
Chamberlain ,  J  Austen(  Worc*r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Chorobill,  Winston  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Doufflas  Harry 
Conings,  Rt  Hon.  Jesse 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron(Gla8gow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox,Irwin  EdwardBainbridge 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Crippe,  Charlee  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Crossley,  Sir  SavUe 
Cust,  Henry  John  C. 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Davenport,  William  Bromley- 
Dewar  ,T.  R.  (T'r.  H^mleteSGeo 
Dickson*  Charles  Scott 
Dickson- Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  Sir  Wra.  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Dumin^- Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  H. 
EDiot,  Hn.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  E. 
Fergusson.Rt.  Hn.  Sir  J.  (Man. ) 
FieMtn,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
FirWnk,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fitssroy,Hon.  EdwaraAlgemon 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  P.  S.  (Warwick,  S.W. 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Garfit,  William 
Gibbs,Hn.A.G.H.(CityofLon. 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gordon,MajEvanB.(T*rH*mrt8 
Gore,  Hn.  G.  RCOrmsby-(  Salop 
Gore,  Hon.  S.  F.  Orm8by-(Linc. ) 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,WalfordD(Wedneeb*ry 
Greene,HenryD.(Shrewsbury) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond-(Cambs. ) 
Grenfell,  Wilfiam  Henry 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hain,  Edward 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 


i{C!OMMONS} 

Hamilton,RtHnLordG(Midd. ) 
Hamilton,Marqof(L'nd'nd'rry 
Hardy,  L.  (Kent,  Ashford) 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Haslett,  Sir  Jamee  Homer 
Hay,Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,  James(Staffords,N.W. ) 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Holder,  Augustus 
Hermon- Hodge,  Robt.  Trotter 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hig(anlK>ttom,  S.  W. 
Hoare,EdwBrodie(  Hampste'd 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry  (Somerset,  E. 
Hope,  J.F.  (Sheffield,B]rightside 
Homer,  Frederick  William 
Houldttworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Hozier,  Hon  JamesHenry  Cecil 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks,  N.R.) 
Jackson,  Rt.  Hon.  Wm.  Lawies 
Jebb,  SirRichardClaverhouse 
Johnston,  WUliam  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Kenyon,Hon.  Ireo.  T.(Denbigh) 
Kenyon,  James  (Lanes,  Bury) 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  W(Salop) 
Kimbei ,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lambton.Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawrence, Joseph  (Monmouth) 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Lecky,Rt.  Hn.  William  Edw.  H. 
Lee^thurH(Hants.  ,Fareh'm 
Lefee,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leveson-Gower,  Fred  rickN.  S. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Col.  Charles W.(Eve8h*m 
Long,Rt.Hn.Walter(Bristol,S 
LouMale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.,Eskdale) 
Lowther,Rt.Hn.  Jaraes(Kent) 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft 
Lucas,Reginald  J.  (Portsmouth 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M*Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M*Iver,SirLewi8  (EdinVrghW 
M*Killop, James  (Stirlingshire 
Maiendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Massey-Mainwaring.Hn.  W.  F 
Maxwell,RtHnSirHE(Wifft'n 
Max  well,  W  J  H(Dumfrie88hire 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
MUdmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milner,Rt.Hn.SirFrederick  G. 
Mitchell,  William 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu, G.  (Huntingdon) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  R.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Mor^Bui,  D.  J.  (Walthamstow 
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Morrell,  Creoree  Herbert 
Morris,  Hn.  Martin  Henrv  F 
Morrison,  James  Arehibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  A.  (Deptford 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  G. 
Murray,  Rt  Hn.  A.  G.  (Biito) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Parker,  Gilbert 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Peel,  Hn.  Wm.RobtWeUe8l«y 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 

Pilkington,  Lt-CoL  Richard 
Piatt- Begins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Eraeet  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  Jamee 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Cane 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Renwick,  Creorge 
Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Ridley,S.Forde(BethnalGree!i 
Ritchie,Rt.  Hn.  Chas-Thomacm 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 
Round,  James 
Rutherford,  John 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col.  SamuelAlexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limebonse) 
Saunderson,  Kt.  Hn.  CoLEd.  J. 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W. 
Seely.CaptJ.  E.  B.(LofW. 
Seton-Karr,  Heniy 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw  Stewart,M.  H.  (RenfrV 
Simeon,  Hvt  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,JamesParker(Lanarin. 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Luics.) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Stroyan,  John 
Stratt,  Hon.  Chas.  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichestar) 
Thorbura,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Heniy  Jamee 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  E.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exetar) 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde,  Col.  C.  E. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Wason,  J.  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
Webb,  Col.  WilUam  George 
Welby,Lt-ColA.C.E.(Taant'n 
Welby,  Sir  C.  G.  E.  (Notte) 
Whiteley,  H.  (A8hton-mid.L 
Whitmore,^  Charles  Algernon 
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Wills,  Sir  Frederick 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
WUson-Todd,  W.  H.(York8.) 
Wodehoufle,Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.  (Bath 
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Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 
Tellbrs  for  the   Ayes— 

Sir  William  Walrond  and 

Mr.  Anstruther. 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Abraham,  WUliam  ( Rhondda) 
Allen.Chas.P.(Glouc.,Stroud) 
Asher,  Alexander 
Atherlev- Jones,  L. 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Bayley,  Thos.  (Derbyshire) 
Beamnonty  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Bell,  Richard 
Blake,  Edward 
Boland,  John 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Brigg,  John 
Broadharst,  Henry 
Brown,G©orge  M.  (Edinburgh) 
Branner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Burns,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
'  Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Carew,  James  Laurence 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channine,  Francis  Allston 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Craig,  Robert  Hunter 
Oombie,  John  WOliam 
*Cullinan,  J. 

Davies,  M.  Vaughan-(  Cardigan 
Delany,  WOliam 
Bewar,  John  A.(Invemee8-sh. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Duffy,  William  J. 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Elibank.  Master  of 
Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (Maidstone) 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
FarreU,  Jamee  Patrick 
Fenwiek,  Charles 
FenmsoB,  R.  C.  M.  (Leith) 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Field,  William 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flynn,  Jamee  Christopher 
Foster,  Sir  Walter(Derby  Co. ) 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  flenryj 
Gilhooly,  Jamee 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
Grant,  Corrie 

Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 


NOES. 

Haroourt»  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Wm. 
Hardie,J.Keir(Merth3rrTydvil 
Harwood,  Greorse 
Hayden.  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt.Hon.Charle8Seale- 
Hayter,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Heime,  Norval  Watson 
HemphUl,Rt.  Hn.  Charles  H. 
Hobhouse,  C.E.H.  (Bristol,E.) 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Hop^  John  D.  (Fife,  West) 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  David  B.  (Swansea) 
Jones,  William  (Camarvonsh) 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kay.Shuttleworth,RtHnSirU 
Rearlev,  Hudson  £. 
Kenneay,  Patrick  James 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  George  S. 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Batty 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leese,  Sir  Jos.  F.  ( Aocrington 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Lev^,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Louffh,  Thomas 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
MacNeill,  John  Grordon  Swift 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
Mather,  William 
Mellor,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Wm. 
Morley,  Chas.  (Breconshire) 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Nolan.  Col.  J.  P.  (Galway,  N.) 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
0'Brien,Kendal(TippVy  Mid) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  Jas.  (Wicklow,W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
O'Kellv,  J^Rosoommon,  N.) 
CMalley,  William 


O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Palmer,  Sir  Chas.  M.  (Durham) 
Partington,  Oswald 
PhUipps,  John  Wynford 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rea,  Russell 
Reddy,M. 

Redmond,  J.  E.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Reid,  Sir  R.  T.  (Dumfries) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Scott,  Chas.  Prestwich  (Leigh 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Strachy,  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Taylor,  Theodore  Cooke 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  A.  (Carmarthen,  E.) 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Thomas,  J.  A.  (Glamorg.,(jrower 
Thomson,?.  W.  (Yorks.,W\R. 
Tomlinson,  James 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  John  Law.  (Leeds,  S.) 
Warner,  ThomasCourtenayT. 
Wason,  Eug.  (Clackmannan) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
Whiteley  ,George(  Yorks.  WR. 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
WilliamR,  Osmond(Merioneth 
Wil8on,HenryJ.(York8. ,  WR. 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Young,  Samuel 
YoxaU,  James  Henry 

Tellebs  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Duncan  and  Mr.  Tre- 
Telyan. 


Mr.  corrie  GRANT  said  the  Amend- 
ment he  desired  to  move  was  a  very 
small  and  very  reasonable  one.  There 
were  some  school  boards  which  were 
closely  in  touch  with  the  urban  district 
councils,  and  quite  out  of  touch  with 
the  county  councils.     As  an  illustration 


he  might  instance  the  school  board  of 
Chiswick,  and  that  in  the  division  of 
Acton,  both  of  which  were  closely 
in  touch  with  the  urban  district 
council,  although,  under  the  Bill, 
they  would  have  to  go  to  the 
county  council  of   Middlesex.     If  they 
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I  appeal  to  him  to  have  an  all-night 
sitting  in  oid^r  at  any  rate  that  some 
business  might  be  transacted  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Member  is  perfectly  well  aware  that  these 
matters  do  not  rest  with  me.  If  my 
view  is  taken,  considering  that  this  one- 
clause  Bill  has  already  been  under  dis- 
cussion three  days,  and  aa  I  think  we 
have  considered  every  phase,  there  ought 
to  be  no  difficulty  in  hon.  Gentlemea 
keeping  any  dinner  engagements. 

Mr.  CORRIE  grant  said  the  next 
Amendment  but  one  raised  a  very  im- 
portant question,  as  to  what  would 
happen  if  there  was  a  deadlock  between 
the  authorities  which  had  not  been, 
decided. 

*The  CHAIRMAN:  We  had  better 
dispose  of  the  first  Amendment  first 
The  hon.  Member,  I  understand,  does  not 
press  it. 

Mr.  CORRIE    GRANT  :    No,  Sir. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.    CHARLES    MORLEY    (Breck- 
nock), in  moving  an  Amendment  to  pro- 
vide that  the  county  or  borough  council 
should    act      **  through     a     committee 
composed  in  equal  proportions  of  mem- 
bers of  the  council  and  members  of  the 
school   board   or   school   boards  within 
the  district,"  said  that  the  Committee 
would  recognise  that  this  Amendment 
carried  out  the  sjarit  of  the  Education 
Bill   No.    1,    which   provided   that  the 
educational    authority    should    not   be 
the  county  council  or  a  committee  of 
the    county    council,    but    the   countj 
council    acting    through    a    committee 
formed  in  this  way.     He  confessed  that 
the  proposal  contained  in  his  Amend- 
ment was  not  exactly  on  the  lines  laid 
down  by  the  Report  of  the  Seconda7 
Education  Commission,  but  it  contained 
the  same  principle.   It  was  true  that  both 
the  Government   and    the  Commission 
recommended    the    addition  of  certain 
elected  persons,  but  that  was  sometimeg 
a  dangerous   proceeding.     He  did  not 
suggest  that  the  proposal  contained  in  his 
Amendment  was  a  perfect  arrangement, 
but    he    thought    if    the    Government 


had  to  deal  with  the  urban  dis- 
trict council  they  would  be  dealing 
with  a  body  which  knew  their  needs, 
and  would  be  able  to  deal  with  them, 
and  they  would  also  be  dealing  with  a 
body  close  to  their  doors.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  they  had  to  go  to  the  county 
council,  they  would  have  to  come  up  to 
London,  a  distance  of  ten  miles,  and  they 
would  have  to  find  out  what  department 
to  deal  with,  and  a  great  deal  of  friction 
would  arise.  He  submitted,  therefore, 
that  this  power  ought  to  be  given  to  the 
local  authority  on  the  spot. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  page  1,  line  10,  after  the  w<x>d 
*  borough,'  to  iniert  the  words  '  or  urban  dis- 
trict having  a  population  at  the  Census  of 
1891  exceeding  twenty  thousand.'" — {Mr. 
Corru  Orant,) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted.*' 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said  if  he  under- 
stood the  hon.  Member  aright  he  pro- 
posed by  his  Amendment  to  create 
two  authorities,  without  deciding  upon 
which  the  authority  rested. 

Mr.  CORRIE  GRANT  said  the  BUl 
did  that. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  the 
hon.  Gentleman  is  under  some  misappre- 
hension— it  does  nothing  of  the  kind. 
That  in  itself  is,  I  think,  a  conclusive 
argument  against  this  Amendment. 

Mr.  CORRIE  GRANT  agreed  that  the 
criticism  was  a  fair  one,  and  that  his 
Amendment  should  be  moved  a  little 
further  in  the  Bill. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.)  said 
he  was  satisfied  with  the  comparative 
value  of  the  Bill,  and  had  voted  with  the 
G<)vernment  in  one  division  this  after- 
noon. He  moved  to  report  progress, 
in  order  that  he  might  appeal  to  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  to  relieve 
the  considerable  uncertainty  in  the 
minds  of  hon.  Members  as  to  where 
they  should  dine.  If  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  cast  a  little  light  upon  the 
subject  it  would  enable  a  great  many 
hon.  Members  to  ^x  their  arrangements. 

Mr.   FLAVIN  (Kerry,  N.) :      Before 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  replies,  might 
Mr.  Corris  Grant. 
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would  accept  it,  it  would  be  a  great  im- 
provement to  the  Bill. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  line  10,  alter  the  word  'held,' 
to  insert  insert  the  words  <  acting  through  a 
committee  composed  in  equal  proportions  of 
members  of  the  council  and  memoers  of  the 
rsohool  board  or  schocd  boards  within  the 
Hiistrict'  ''^{Mr.  Charles  Morlty.) 

Question  proposed,.  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted.'* 

Sir  J.  GORST  said  the  Amendment 
4ittempted  to  create  in  this  temporary 
Bill  a  second  education  authority.  The 
hon.  Member  did  not  sajr  how  the  mem- 
bers of  this  committee  were  to  be  ap- 
pointed.    In  the  case  of  the  counties 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  the  puggested 
words,  in  the  position  in  which  they 
were  proposed  to  be  inserted,  would 
'Only  «^pidy  to  boroughs. 

Sir  J.  GORST  said  that  in  the  case 
»of  boroughs  it  compelled  the  county 
borough  council  to  act  through  a  com- 
mittee which  had  no  power  to  strike  a 
rate  ;  it  only  added  additional  com- 
pUcations  to  the  machinery  of  the  Bill 
without  any  object,  and  he  could  not 
.accept  the  Amendment. 

Question  put,  and  negatived 

*The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  next  Amend- 
ment is  in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Rugby  Division — 

"In  page  1,  line  10,  after  the  word  *  held,' 
«to  insert  the  words  *  or,  if  they  shall  refuse  or 
iiegleet  to  do  so,  the  Board  of  Education.' " 

I  think  that  Amendment  has  been 
put  down  in  the  wrong  place. 


Mr.    CORRIE     grant    submitted 
that  as  the  Bill  stood  it  was  in  order. 

*The  CHAIRMAN:  I  do  not  think 
this  Amendment  would  be  in  order,  be- 
*<^U8e  it  would  place  in  the  hands  of  the 
Board  of  Education  the  ultimate  decision 
*8  to  whether  these  schools  should  con- 
tinue or  not.  That  is  not  the  proposal 
.-of  the  Bill.  On  the  first  sub-section  the 
Committee  decided  that  the  power 
should    vest   in    the    local    authority; 


therefore    I    shall    have   to    rule    this 
Amendment  out  of  order. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  that  the  previous 
Amendments  did  not  exclude  the  possi- 
bility of  settling  a  difficulty  that  might 
arise  between  the  school  board  and  the 
local  authority  by  an  appeal  to  the  Educa- 
tion Department.  He  thought  there  was 
nothing  inconsistent  in  the  Amendment 
with  the  decision  at  which  the  Com- 
mittee had  arrived,  that  the  local  autho- 
rities were  to  come  in  to  enable  the 
school  boards  to  go  on,  and  that  the 
Board  of  Education  should  settle  the 
difficulties  between  the  two  bodies. 

♦The  chairman  :  I  have  given  the 
best  consideration  I  can  to  this  matter, 
and  the  conclusion  I  have  oome  to  is  this  : 
The  general  principle  of  the  Bill  is  that 
the  local  authority  is  to  have  in  its 
hands  tho  decision  as  to  whether  these 
schools  are  to  go  on  or  not,  and  any 
Amendment  which  takes  away  that  de- 
cision and  places  it  in  the  hands  of  some 
other  body  seems  to  me  to  be  contrary 
to  the  spirit  and  the  letter  of  the  Bill, 
which  has  received  the  imprimatur  and 
assent  of  the  House  twice  over.  I  shall 
be  compelled,  therefore,  to  rule  that  all 
Amendments  which  would  take  away 
from  the  local  authorities  the  ultimate 
discretion  as  to  what  is  to  become  of  these 
schools  are  out  of  order. 

Mr.  CORRIE  GRANT  pointed  out 
that  the  words  ''taking  away  from  the 
local  authorities  "  implied  that  they  were 
depriving  them  of  something  which  they 
could  otherwise  use ;  but  his  Amendment 
raised  another  question,  which  was  that 
if  they  neglected  to  take  up  their  powers 
in  any  way  the  Board  of  Education 
should  step  in.  Could  it  be  said  that  these 
powers  under  the  Bill  were  taken  away 
because  another  authority  other  than 
the  school  board  was  enabled  to  take 
them  up? 

*The  CHAIRMAN:  That  is  a  fine 
point,  but  I  think  the  result  would  be  the 
same. 

Mr.  CHANNING  said  that  it  was 
understood  when  the  Bill  was  introduced 
that  it  was  a  short  revision  of  Clauses  8 
and  9  of  the  Education  Bill  No.  1. 
Clause  8  of  the  original  BUI  deaf 
templated  this  appeal.  '^'^'^^    ^ 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  [pert  of 
the  clause." 


♦The  chairman  :  I  think  I  am  bound 
to  look  only  within  the  four  corners  of 
this  Bill,  and  I  cannot  consider  any  other 
Bill. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  said  there 
was  a  great  deal  to  be  said  in  favour  of 
the  appeal  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury, and  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  prepared  to  accept  some  kind  of 
modification,  such  as  had  been  suggested 
by  the  right  hon.  Member  for  South 
Aberdeen,  he  was  perfectly  sure  the 
Bill  would  be  passed  in  a  very  short 
time.  Under  the  circumstances,  he 
would  not  move  the  Amendment 
standing  in  his  name. 

Mr.  ERNEST  GRAY  said  he  would 
take  leave  to  move  the  Amendment,  in 
order  that  one  of  the  most  diiBScult  points 
of  the  Bill  might  be  cleared  up.  The 
authority  for  the  Technical  Instruction 
Act  was  the  urban  sanitary  authority, 
and  the  municipal  authority  in  a  non- 
county  borough.  The  position  raised 
outside  and  discussed  very  freely  was 
this.  If  you  have  a  school  board  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  urban  sanitary 
authority,  to  whom  should  it  appeal  for 
sanction  %  Was  it  to  appeal  to  the 
borough  council  or  to  the  county 
council  %  In  the  case  of  Leamington  the 
borough  council  of  Leamington  would 
be  the  authority  for  technical  education, 
but  that  borough  council  was  in  the  area 
of  the  county  council  for  Warwick.  To 
whom  in  that  case  was  the  school  board 
to  go  for  permission*?  They  did  not 
know  which  authority  to  go  to,  and  the 
authorities  themselves  did  not  know 
which  of  them  was  the  authority  to  give 
the  permission  required.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  not  quite  right 
when  he  repudiated  the  fact  that  there 
were  two  authorities  in  this  Bill.  As  a 
fact  there  were  two — ^the  technical  in- 
struction committee  and  the  county 
council.  If  any  disputes  arose  with  the 
urban  district  \  council,  who  would  be 
the  person  to  advise  the  school  board  % 
This  was  a  matter  which  could  only  arise 
in  rural  districts,  and  he  begged  to  move 
the  Amendment  standing  in  his  name. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  10,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  *  held  *  to  the  word  *  may '  in  line  13." 


Sir  J.  GORST  said  such  a  school  board 
as  the  hon.  Member  described  could  go 
to  the  county  council  direct  for  sanction 
if  it  wished,  but  where  an  imporUEt 
non-county  borough  was  concerned  the 
county  council  would  probably  consult 
it  before  giving  its  sanction.  If  the 
school  board  wished  to  apply  to  the  non- 
county  borough  it  must  get  the  sanction 
of  the  Board  of  Education.  That  sanc- 
tion would  be  given  in  such  condition^ 
that  no  controversy  would  arise, 

Mr.  COURTENAY  WARNER  (Staf- 
fordshire,  Lichfield)  said  many  smafi 
school  boards  objected  very  much  to  go 
into  the  county  councils.  Of  course,  thf 
main  object  would  be  to  get  this  sanctior 
as  quickly  as  possible,  and  the  boroughs, 
for  that  reason,  wanted  to  go  to  the 
county  councils  direct ;  but  in  certain 
cases,  where  the  county  councils  were  not 
cognisant  of  the  facts,  they  might  give  i 
refusal.  In  that  case,  would  the  borougli 
school  board  be  able  to  go  to  the  Educn- 
tion  Department  and  ask  leave  to  go  to 
its  own  borough  council  % 

Sir  J.  GORST  was  understood  to  saj; 
that,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  that  could  be  done 

♦Mr.  CORRIE  grant  said  that,  as  the 
Bill  now  stood,  it  was  the  local  authoritr 
which  had  to  apply  and  not  the  school 
board. 

Sir  J.  GORST :  That  is  so,  and  the 
Board  of  Education,  in  the  exercise  o( 
their  discretion  under  this  clause,  gi^f^ 
their  sanction  to  the  county  eouncik 

♦Mr.  CORRIE  GRANT  asked  whether 
it  was  the  town  council  or  the  county 
council  which  had  to  ask  for  the  sanction. 

Sir  J.  GORST:  Both. 

♦Mr.  CORRIE  GRANT :  Then  woujt 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  put  some  word* 
into  the  Bill  to  make  this  matter  clear  ? 

Sir  J.  GORST  said  if  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man  woulcUjbok  at  the  Bill  he  would  see 
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that  the  matter  was  already  perfectly 
clear.  The  sanction  of  the  Board  of 
Education  would  be  given  in  accordance 
with  the  circumstances  of  each  particular 
case.  Either  the  local  authority  or  the 
school  board  could  apply  to  the  Board  of 
Education  for  its  sanction. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) 
asked,  did  not  hon.  Gentlemen  under- 
stand that  the  Vice-President  could  not 
accept  any  Amendment,  however  reason- 
able? Tht  Vice-President  was  a  man 
who  could  listen  to  argument  and  adopt 
reasonable  suggestions.  But  in  this  case, 
he  could  not  yield  because  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  had  his  eye  on  him,  and 
had  told  him  not  to  accept  any  Amend- 
ment lest  there  should  be  a  Report  stage. 
He  assured  hon.  Gentlemen  they  were 
only  wasting  valuable  arguments ;  they 
were  casting  pearls  before  the  Govern- 
ment. Under  the  circumstances,  it 
seemed  to  him  they  were  wasting  time 
and  only  knocking  their  heads  against  a 
stone  wall  He  challenged  the  First 
Lord  to  get  up  and  say  that  that  was  not 
the  case. 

Mr.  ERNEST  GRAY  said  his  only 
object  was  to  make  the  clause  quite  clear. 
The  urban  district  sanitary  authority 
was  said  to  be  the  authority  under  the 
Technical  Instruction  Act.  Let  them 
assume  that  the  urban  district  autho- 
rity had  never  exercised  their  powers 
under  the  Technical  Instruction  Act,  did 
it  still  remain  an  authority  which  could 
give  a  decision  with  regard  the  schools  ]i 

Sir  J.  GORST :  Yes,  certainly. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

*Mr.  CORRIE  grant  moved,  in  lines 
10  and  11,  to  leave  out  the  words 
"  with  the  sanction  of  the  Board  of 
Education."  He  thought  it  was  a  re- 
flection upon  these  local  authorities 
that  they  should  be  forced  to  go  to 
the  Board  of  Education  when  the 
county  councils  and  the  county  borough 
councils  were  not  so  forced.  If  he  might 
take  Middlesex  as  an  illustration,  he 
could  show  the  Committee  clearly  that 
it  was  the  local  authorities  who  had  full 
knowledge  of  these  matters  who  ought 
to  be  entrusted  with  this  power.   There 
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were  there  a  number  of  district  councils 
which  had  large  rating  systems,  and 
within  these  same  areas  were  eflfective 
school  boards  doing  good  work,  which 
the  Cockerton  judgment  stopped.  There 
were  county  councils  in  the  country 
which  were  nothing  Uke  so  important 
as  these  great  district  urban  councils, 
yet  the  Board  of  Education  was  to  inter- 
fere with  them  in  a  matter  purely  of  local 
rating.  This  Bill  was  to  give  the  matter 
of  education  into  the  hands  of  the  local 
authorities,  and  it  was  most  unfair  that 
the  Board  of  Education  should  come  in 
and  interfere  in  this  way.  According  to 
the  Vice-President,  all  school  boards  not 
in  the  county  boroughs  were  in  the 
position  at  the  present  time  of  not 
knowing  to  what  authority  to  go.  In 
county  boroughs  they  could  apply  at 
once  to  the  local  authority,  but  in  non- 
county  boroughs  they  would  not  know 
what  to  do.  What  would  happen  would 
be  that  if  they  went  to  the  county  councilf 
which  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  rates 
and  knew  nothing  of  the  needs  of  the 
school  board,  they  would  be  asked 
whether  they  had  been  to  the  local 
authority;  the  answer  would  naturally 
be  "  No,  we  did  not  want  to  waste  time,'* 
and  the  county  council  would  then  say, 
**  Go  to  your  local  authority  first  of  all, 
and  if  you  cannot  get  their  sanction,  then 
you  may  come  to  us."  The  Bill  was  a 
one-clause  Bill,  and  it  ought  to  be  a 
simple  one,  but  what  would  happen  from 
such  compUcation  as  this  would  be  to 
bring  the  Board  of  Education  in  to 
criticise  the  work  of  one  half  of  the  local 
authorities  and  not  the  other  half.  That, 
he  apprehended,  was  a  condition  of  things 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
be  glad  to  alter. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  pa^^e  1,  lines  10  and  11,  to  leave  out  the 
words  *  with  the  sanction  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation.*"— {Mr.  Corrie  Grant.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Sir  J.  GORST  said  that  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  introduced  the 
very  complications  which  he  was  desirous 
to  avoid.  The  Committee  had  resolved 
that  the  county  council  should. 
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the  carrying  on  of  schools  as  under  the 
Technical  Instruction  Acts.  There  was 
a  double  authority  in  the  districts,  and 
it  was  essential  that  there  should  be  some 
provision  by  which  the  conflict  which 
the  omission  of  the  words  proposed  by 
the  hon.  Member  would  bring  about 
might  be  avoided.  This  was  the  simple 
expedient  of  not  allowing  a  conflict  of 
authorities,  of  not  allowing  the  urban 
authorities  to  interfere  in  the  matter 
without  the  sanction  of  the  Board  of 
Education.  He  had  a  higher  opinion 
of  the  common  sense  of  the  local  autho- 
rities than  the  hon.  Member  seemed  to 
have. 

Mr.  WHITLEY  (Halifax)  said  the 
argument  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  an  excellent  argument  for  putting  the 
boot  on  the  other  leg.  If  anybody  ought 
to  ask  for  sanction  it  ought  to  be  the 
county  council,  and  not  the  urban  district 
council.  He  thought  the  authority 
should  be  with  the  body  that  levied  the 
rates,  and  unless  an  Amendment  was 
accepted  to  fix  that  principle  the  whole 
argument  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
fell  to  the  ground.  His  Amendment 
would  give  what  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  had  impressed  on  the  House — 
namely,  that  the  authority  was  to  be  the 
one  that  levied  the  rates. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  he  under- 
stood that  to  the  urban  district  councils 
and  similar  district  councils  the  sanction 
of  the  Board  of  Education  would  be 
freely  given.  Before  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion sanctioned  the  right  of  a  small 
municipality  or  urban  district  council  to 
go  on  with  this  work,  it  would  make 
an  application  to  the  county  council. 

Sir  J.  GORST  said  he  thought  so. 
The  Board  would  be  guided  by  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case. 

Mr.  BROADHURST  referred  to  the 
third  paragraph  of  the  circular  letter 
sent  out  to  the  various  local  bodies  by 
the  Vice-President,  and  asked  how  that 
squared  with  the  position  now  taken  up 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  The  cir- 
cular seemed  to  him  to  be  a  direct  in- 
vitation to  the  county  councils  to  agree 
to  do  something  which  there  was  no 
power  to  compel  them  to  do,  but  if  they 

Sir  J.  Gorst. 


agreed  to  do  this  thing  at  some  time  or 
other  the  urgent  representations  of  the 
district  councils  were  to  be  snubbed. 

Sir  J.  GORST :  Every  case  would  be 
considered  upon  its  merits.  Where  the 
county  council  was  able  and  wiUing  to 
act,  generally  speaking,  the  sanction 
would  not  be  given  to  the  urban  district 
council  without  consultation  with  the 
county  council. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  it  was 
important  that  the  Committee  should 
know  what  was  to  be  done  in  these 
cases.  Was  the  sanction  of  the  Board 
of  Education  to  be  exercised  according 
to  the  general  principle  of  the  Minute, 
or  was  it  to  be  exercised  in  individual 
cases  ?  If  it  was  to  be  exercised  accord- 
ing to  the  general  principle  of  the  Minute, 
it  was  all  right,  but  if  it  meant  that  the 
Board  of  Education  was  to  find  out  what 
the  local  authority  proposed  to  do  brfore 
sanction  was  given,  it  was  a  very  extra- 
ordinary thing  indeed.  Why  should 
sanction  be  given  to  one  body  and  not  to 
another  possessing  similar  qualifications  I 
If  the  Minute  meant  anything  at  aD, 
it  meant  that  the  Education  Board 
was  going  to  ascertain  what  was  going 
to  happen  in  a  particular  case.  Was 
the  rule  going  to  be  laid  down  th^t 
all  municipal  and,  in  certain  cases,  town 
councils  were  to  receive  sanction,  or  was 
it  simply  that  the  Board  of  Education 
was  going  to  see  what  would  happen  in 
every  case,  and  give  one  town  council » 
right  and  deny  it  to  another  ? 

Mr.  CHANNING  said  that  this  ques^ 
tion  affected  education  perhaps  more 
than  any  other  part  of  the  Bill.  The 
circular  said  that  the  Board  of  Education 
would  only  sanction  applications  made 
by  these  urban  authorities  after  con- 
sultation with  the  county  council,  which 
meant  that  they  gave  to  the  counter 
council  a  power  of  veto.  If  the  county 
councils  demanded  to  retain  this  power  in 
their  own  hands,  and  said  that  they  were 
prepared  to  do  what  they  thought  right 
and  just,  the  circular  morally  bound 
the  Board  of  Education  to  give  them  a 
power  of  veto,  and  the  urban  district 
councils  and  the  small  borough  councils 
would  be  denied  the  right  to  deal  with 
this  question  upon  its  mejjtfvi^ 
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Snt  J.  GORST  :  What  I  said  was  that 
they  could  do  it  with  the  consent  of  the 
Board  of  Education. 

Me.  CHANNING  said  if  the  right  hon. 
Gendeman  had  paid  a  little  closer  atten- 
tion he  would  have  seen  that  he  (Mr. 
Ohanning)  was  dealing  with  another 
portion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
reply.  The  circular  cave  a  moral  pledge 
to  the  county  councus  that  if  they  were 
prepared  to  act  themselves,  the  Educa- 
tion Department  would  not  give  its  sanc- 
tion to  urban  district  rating  a^ithorities. 
This  circular  affected  the  rights  of  the 
urban  district  councils  most  materially, 
4ind  he  hoped  every  hon.  Member  would 
oppose  the  Bill  until  the  matter  was 
thoroughly  cleared  up,  and  until  this 
unconstitutional  pledge  was  done  away 
with  and  the  rights  of  the  smaller  com- 
fnunities  were  vindicated. 

Sir  J.  GORST  saw  no  reason  why  the 
hon.  Gentleman  should  get  into  a  state 
•of  fiery  indignation  over  the  matter.    It 
was  as  simp^  as  possible.    There  was  no 
^flSculty  or  ambiguity  in  what  he  had 
stated.    In  the  first  place,  he  had  a  much 
higher  opinion  of  the*  county  councils 
than  the  hon.  Member,  and  he  did  not 
bdieve  they  would  be  eager  to  get  into 
controversy  with  the  great  urban  dis- 
tricts ;  on  the  contrary,  they  would  show 
the  utmost  consideration  for  the  rights 
of  these  great  communities.    If,  then,  a 
<Jounty  council  intimated  to  the  Board 
of  Education  its  willingness  to  act,  and 
■applications  were  sent  in  from  the  large 
urban  districts,  the  Board  of  Education 
would  not  deal  with  those  applications 
without  consultation    with  the  county 
•council.    It  would  be  an  insult  to  the 
■county  council  if  in  such  an  important 
matter  they  were  to  give  their  sanction 
to  the  application  of  an  urban  district 
without  any   consultation    with   them. 
But  th«  Board  of  Education  retained  the 
most  absolute   power—after   they   had 
•<5on8ult6d  with  the  county  council,  and 
after  they  had  heard  what  they  had  to 
*ay — without    further    communication 
^th  them,  to  give  this  licence  as  they 
thought  fit  to  the  boroughs.    He  did 
Dot  anticipate  any  dispute  or  confusion. 

Mr.  lough  (Islington,  W.)  said  the 
difficulty  the  Committee  felt  was  that 
lieither  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  state- 


ment nor  the  circular  agreed  with  the  BilL 
The  Bill  said  the  Board  of  Education 
would  permit  other  local  authorities  be- 
sides the  two  the  Committee  had  ap- 
proved of  to  sanction  these  schools,  but 
they  could  only  do  that  with  the  sanction 
of  the  county  council.  If  that  was  the 
intention  of  the  Government,  that  ought 
to  be  stated  in  the  Bill.  The  Bill  there- 
fore would  have  to  be  amended  in  one 
direction  or  the  other,  and  it  might  be 
very  well  amended  by  accepting  the 
Amendment  now  before  the  House.  The 
second  paragraph  of  the  circular  said  the 
sanction  could  only  be  given  after  con- 
sultation with  the  county  council ;  the 
Bill  said  that  the  Board  of  Education 
alone  would  give  the  sanction.  It  said 
nothing  about  ** after  consultation  with 
the  county  council,"  and  some  words  were 
undoubtedly  required  to  make  the  matter 
clear.  He  had  heard  a  great  many 
appeals  to  the  Rrst  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
to  make  this  matter  clear,  and  he  thought 
there  might  very  well  be  an  understanding 
that  any  arrangement  arrived  at  to-night 
should  apply  to  the  Report  stage  as  to 
the  present  occasion. 

Mr.  ERNEST  GRAY  said  he  was  per- 
fectly well  aware  when  he  raised  the 
question  that  it  bristled  with  difficulties. 
It  was,  to  start  with,  a  violation  of  the 
principle  of  the  Bill.  The  principle  of 
the  Bill  all  along  was  that  the  persons 
who  provided  the  money  should  control 
the  schools.  Again  and  again  Amend- 
ments had  been  urged  upon  the  simple 
ground  that  ratepayers  ought  to  control 
the  schools.  In  appealing  to  the  county 
councils  they  were  not  appealing  to  the 
ratepayers'  representatives,  because  in 
the  matter  of  the  schools  the  rate  was 
levied  in  the  town  or  district.  In  this 
case  the  ratepayers  would  not  have  con- 
trol over  their  own  schools ;  they  would 
be  overridden  by  the  county  councils; 
which  had  frequently  either  refused 
assistance  or  granted  it  with  the  greatest 
reluctance.  If  the  Bill  was  not  to  be 
amended,  the  Vice-President  had  better 
send  out  another  circular  at  once,  because 
the  attempt  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  deal  with  every  case  on  its  merits  would 
absorb  the  time  which  the  Bill  was  to 
cover.  What  was  the  machinery  to  be 
used  for  enabling  the  urban  sanitary 
authorities  to  give  consent  to  the  school 
boards  to  carry  on  this  education  1  The 
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urban  sanitary  authority  would  address 
a  communication  to  the  county  council, 
which  might  not  be  sitting,  to  ask 
whether  it  was  prepared  to  act  or  not, 
The  county  council  after  some  time  would 
notify  the  Education  Board,  and  it  would 
consider  whether  it  would  act  or  whether 
it  did  not  propose  to  act.  On  that  the 
urban  authority  would  refuse  to  allow 
these  schools  to  go  on.  So  that  the  act 
of  n^otiation  was  to  be  negotiation  with 
the  county  council  and  the  urban  sani- 
tary authority ,thus  setting  up  two  autho- 
rities, with  the  Board  of  Education  be- 
tween. The  whole  scheme  was  fraught 
with  delay  and  full  of  friction.  If  the 
Board  of  Education  had  to  obtain  the 
opinion  of  every  county  council  and 
urban  sanitary  authority  throughout 
England,  there  would  be  very  little 
chance  for  the  schools  during  the  coming 
winter.  Therefore  he  entreated  the  Vice- 
President  to  depart  from  the  principle 
of  dealing  with  each  case  upon  its  merits, 
and  to  lay  down  instead  a  few  simple 
rules  showing  how  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion would  act,  and  then  this  multitude 
of  appeals  for  sanction  would  disappear  ; 
there  would  be  no  need  to  make  them  ; 
certain  districts  would  know  clearly  that 
they  would  have  a  right  to  give  or  with- 
hold their  assent,  and  other  districts 
would  know  by  those  general  rules  that 


they  could  not  come  into  the  discunon 
at  alU 

Mr.  BHYCE  said  that,  wnatever  else 
the  discussion  had  failed  to  make  clear  it 
had  shown  that  the  Bill  had  been  care- 
lessly drawn,  or  else  that  it  ought  to  be 
amended.  Anybody  could  see  on  reading 
it  that  the  Bill  bristled  with  obscurities 
and  difficulties.  There  ought  to  hav^ 
been  a  direction  in  the  Bill  as  to  who  wa^ 
to  make  the  application — whether  it  wag 
the  school  board  that  was  to  take  the 
initiative  in  determining whetherit  would 
go  to  the  urban  council,  or  whether 
it  was  in  the  power  of  the  urban  district 
council  to  go  to  the  Board  and  say, "  It 
is  we,  and  not  the  county  council,  who 
ought  to  give  this  sanction  " ;  and,  in  the 
next  place,  it  ought  to  have  been  stated 
whether  the]  Board  of  Education  was 
going  to  do  this  as  a  matter  of  course  or 
after  consulting  the  county  council.  If 
the  Government  had  made  up  their 
minds  that  the  Bill  was  not  to  be  amended 
in  Committee,  he  hoped  that  in  another 
place  they  would  endeavour,  by  Amend* 
ments,  to  make  it  easier  for  the  school 
boards  and  local  authorities  to  work  their 
schemes. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  207 ; 
Noes,  137.    (Division  List  No.  360.) 


Acland-HocMi,Capt.  Sir  Alex.  F. 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Aim,  Sir  John 
Arkwrieht,  John  Stanhopo 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  WiUiam 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Ba^ot,Capt.Jo8celineFitzRoy 
BaUey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Col.  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  GeorgeAlexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,Rt.Hon.A.J.(Manch'r 
.  Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.(Hom86y ) 
Balfour,  Hon.  G.  W.  (Leeds) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Beach,KtHn.SirM.H.(Br&tol) 
Beach,Rt.Hn.W.W.B.(Hants. 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bhownagffree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
BcMcawen,  Arthur  GrifQth- 
Boulnois,  Edmund 
Bowles,Capt.  H.  F.  (Middlesex) 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Ht.  Hn.  St  John 
BuU,  William  Jamet 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 

Mr,  Ernest  Gray, 


AYES. 

Butcher,  John  Greorge 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.H. 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lan^s.) 
Cavendish,V.  C.W.(Detbysh.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,Rt.  Hon.  J.(Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer ( 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.A.E. 
Ceilings,  Right  Hon.  Jesse 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
CorMtt, A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox,  Irwin  EdwardBainbridge 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Cust,  Henry  John  C. 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Douglas,  Rt  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxf ord,  SirWilliamTheodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Duming-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 


Fellowes,Hon.Ailwyn  Edwsri 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehunt 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fishel-,  William  Hayes 
Fitzroy,  Hon.  Edw.  Algernon 
FoBter,PhilipS.  ( W»rwick,S^ 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Garfit,  William 
Gibb8,Hn.  A.G.  H(CityofLoo«L 
Godson,  Sir  AnguBtns  Fredk. 
Gordon,MajEvan8-(T'rH'ml'8> 
Gore,HnG.R.C.Orm8by-(Sal> 
Gorst,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  John  £. 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  WalfordD(Wednesb'rT 
Greene,Henry  D.(Shrewbnrylr 
Greene.  W.Raymond-iCambA. 
Grenlell,  Willuun  Henry 
Gretton,  John 
GrevUle,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hain,  Edward 
Hamilton,RtHnLordG{Middx: 
f  Hamilton,Marqof(L*nd'ndenT 
HardyJLaurenoe  (Kent,Ashi  ^ 
Harrifc  Frei^iipti-everUm 
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Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Hcmer 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  Creoi^e 
Heath,  Jas-CStaflfords.,  N.W.) 
Helder,  AiuniBtus 
Hickman,  sir  Alfred 
Higflrinbottom,  S.  W. 
Hoare,£dwBrodie(  Hampste'd 
Hoare,Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hope,  J.F.(Sh'^eld,Bright8de 
Honlt,  Joseph 

Hudson,  Greorge  Bickersteth 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks.,  N.  R.) 
Jebb,  Sir  Richajrd  Claverhouse 
Jesse],  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Kenyon,  Hon.G.  T.(Denbigh) 
Kenyon  Jas.  (Lanes.,  Bury) 
KenYon-Slaney,Gol.W.  (Salop 
Kimber,  Henry 
Knowles,  Lees 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
L,ecky,  Rt.  Hon.  Wm.  E.  H. 
Lee,  A.  H.  (Hants.,  Fareham) 
Le^ge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Lei^-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leveson-Gower,  Freak.  N.  S. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  E. 
Long,  Col.Chas.W.(Evesham) 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Bristol,  S.) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lucas,  Col.Francis^westoft) 
Lucas,ReginaldJ.  (Portsmouth 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maolver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maiendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 


{24  July  1901} 

Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Massey-Mainwaring,Hn.W.F. 
Maxwell,  W.J.H.(Dumfrie8sh. 
Middlemore,  John  T. 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  R.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,  D.  o,  (Walthamstow 
Morrell,  Georce  Herbert 
Morris,  Hon.  Martin  Hy.  F. 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray,Rt.  Hn.Graham(Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J. (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham(  Bath) 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Peel,Hn.Wm.Rebt.Wellesley 
Pilkington  ,Lieut.  -ColRichard 
Powelli  Sir  Francb  Sharp 
Pret^man,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rasch, Major  Frederick  Carne 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Ren  wick,  Greoige 
Ridley,  S.  F.  (Bethnal  Green) 
Ritchie,Rt.  Hn.Chas.  Thomson 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 
Rutherford,  John 
Sadler, Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Saunderson,KtHnCol.  Edw.  J. 
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Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,W.>. 
Seely,  Cpt.  J.  E.  B,(  IsleofWight 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,M.  H.  (Renfrew- 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,JamesParker(Lanark8. 
Smith,Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand)?^ 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Stroyan,  John 

Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chishester) 
Thorbum,  Sir  Walter 
Tomlinson,Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
W^arde,  Col.  C.  E. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Wason,JohnCuthcart(Orkney  ■ 
Webb,  Col.  William  George 
Welby,Lt-ColA.C.E.(Tannton. 
Welby,SirCharle8G-E.(NottB. 
Whiteley,H.  (Ashtonund.Lyne- 
Willoughby  de  Eresbv,  Lord 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wills,  Sir  Frederick 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
WUson-Todd,Wm.  H.  (Yorks. 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hn.E.R.(Bath. 
Wolff;  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong, 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — 
Sir  William  Walrond  and. 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Abraham,  AVm.  (Cork,  N.  E.) 
Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Allen,  C.  P.  (Glouc,  Stroud) 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Asher,  Alexander 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Blake,  Edward 
Boland,  John 
'  Brigff ,  John 
BrcM^urst,  Henry 
Brown,  Geoi^e  M.  (Edinburgh 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Bums,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Carew,  James  Laurence 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Craig,  Robert  Hunter 
Crombie,  John  William 
Cnllinan,  J. 

Daviee,M.  yaughan-(Cardigan 
Behuy,  William 
Dewar,  JohnA.(Inveme6s*8h.) 
BUke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Doogan,  P.  C. 


NOE& 

Duflfy,  William  J. 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Elibank,  Master  ot 
Farrell,  James  Patrick 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Fergason,  R.  C.  M.  (Leith) 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Field,  William 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Gilhooly,  James 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm. 
Hardie,J.Keir(MerthyrTydvU 
Harwood,  George 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Havne,Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Heune,  Nerval  Watson 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  H. 
Hobhouse,  C. E. H. (Bristol, E*) 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife, West) 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea) 
Jones,  William(  Carnarvonshire 
Joyce,  Michael 


Kay-Shuttleworth,RtHnSirU 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Laniberty  George 
Laneley,  Batty 
Lay^d-Barratt,  Francis 
Leese,  Sir Jo8ephF(  AecnngtonK 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Louffh,  Thomas 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J.. 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
Mellor,  Rt.Hon. John  Waiiam.* 
Morgan,J.Lloyd  (Carmarthen^ 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire)- 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Newnes,Sir  George 
Nolan,ColJohnP.  (Gal  way  ,N.). 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South)  v 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
0'Brien,Kendal(TippYy,Mid. 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kflkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.> 
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CConnor.T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
-aDonnelL  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
0*Dowd,  John 
CKelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
0' Kelly,  Jm.  (Roeeommon^.) 
O'MflOIey,  WUliam 
CMara,  Jamee 
O'Shauffhnessy,  P.  J. 
Palmer^irCha8.M.  (Dnrham) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Philippe,  John  Wynford 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Prientiey,  Arthur 
Beddy,  SL 

Redmond,  John  K(Waterf6rd 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Reid,8irR.Threefaie(I>mnfrie8 


{CX)MMONS} 

Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Samnel,  S.  M.  (Whitecha^l) 
Scott,  Chas.  Prestwich  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sinclair,  CaptJ.  (Forfarshire) 
Soaree,  Ernest  J. 
Strachey,  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Thomas,Abel(Carmarthen,E. ) 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Thoma8,JA(G1amorganGower 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.R. 
Tomkinson,  James 
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Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tully,  Jasper 
Wallace,  Robert 
Wa]ton,JohnLaw8on(Leeds,8 
Warner,  Thos.  Courtenay  T. 
Weir,  James  (Jalloway 
White,  Geoi^  (Norfolk) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Williams,  Osaiond(Menottetii 
Wilson,  Henry  J.(York,W.B. 
Wilson,  John  (Dnrham,  Mid.) 
Young,  Samuel 
YoxalJ,  James  Henry 

Tellers  fob  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Corrie  Grant  and  Mr. 
Channing. 


Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  rose  in  his  place 
tknd  claimed  to  move, ''  That  the  Question 
^  That  the  Clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill ' 
1)6  now  put." 

Question   put,   "That   the   Question 


•  That  the  Clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill ' 
be  now  put." 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  205 ; 
Noes,  134.    (Division  List  No.  361.) 


Acland-Hood,CaptSirAlex.F. 
A{^-G^ardner,  James  Tynte 
Aird,  Sir  John 
Arkwnght,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  0. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Kt  Eon.  John 
Bagot,  Capt  JoecelineFitzRoy 
BiSey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Col.  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Baltour,  Bt.  Hn.  A.  J.(Manch*r 
Balfour,  Capt  C.B.rHomsey) 
Balfour,Rt.  Hn-  G.  W.  (Leeds 
Banbury,  Frederick  Geoi^ge 
Beach,RtHn.SirM.H.(Bn8tol 
Beach,RtHn.W.W.B.(Hante 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bhownagkree,  Sir  M.  M. 
BignoldTArthur  G. 
Boeoawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Boulnois,  Edmund 
Bowles,  Capt.  H.  F.  (Middls'x 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodriok,  Rt  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  Greorge 
Carson,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 

•  Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
-Cavendish,  V.C.W.  (Derbysh.) 

'  Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Loid  Hugh  (Greenwicn) 
Chamberlain  ,Rt.  Hn.J.(Birm. 
Chamberlain,JAusten(Worc'r 

-Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
•Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.A.E. 

*Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 

•  Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
-^Cormt,  A.  CameroD(Glfnigow 
<<k>rbett,  T.  L  (Down,  North) 


AYES. 

Cox,LrwinEdward  Baiubridge 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross*  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Crosslev,  Sir  Savile 
Cust,  Henry  John  C. 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  Sir  Wm.  Theodore 
Duke;^  Henry  Edward 
I>urmng-Lawrenee,Sir  Edwin 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Fielden,  Edw.  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Geoige  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Kobt.  Bannatyne 
Fi^er,  William  Hayes 
Fitzroy,  Hon.  Edw.  Algernon 
Foster,PhilipS,(Warwick,8W. 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Garfit,  William 
Gibbs,HnA.G.H(CityofLond. 
Gknison,  Sir  Augustus  Fred. 
GordoD,Mai.  Evans-(T*rH'mr8 
Gore,HnGKC.  Ormsby-(8alop) 
Gorst  ,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  WalfordD.  (WednesVy) 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury ) 
Greene.  W.  Raymond-(Cambfi. ) 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Roland 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hain,  Edward 

Hamtlton,RtHnLordG.(Mid'x 
Hamilton,Marq.  of  (L'dond'ry ) 
Hardj,Laurence(Kent,Ashf^d 
Hams,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S.  . 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 


Hay,  Hon.  Claude  Greoige 
Heath,  Jas.  (Stafforda.,  N.W.) 
Helder,  Au^tus 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Higginbottom,  S.  W. 
Hoare,Edw.Brodie<HampBt*d) 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hope,J.F.(Sheffield,Brichtii'6 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Ueniy 
Hoult^  Joseph 

Hudson,  George  Bickerstetb 
Button,  John  (Yorks,  N.R.) 
Jebb,  Sir  Rich.  Claverhonse 
Jessel,  Capt.  Herbert  MertoD 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Kenyon,Hon.€leo.T.  (Denbigli) 
Kenyon,  Jas.  (Lanes.,  Burv) 
Kenyon.Slaney,CoLW.(8arop) 
Kimoer,  Henry 
Knowles,  Lees 
Law,  Andrew  Bonax 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Lecky,Rt.  Hon.Wm.  Edw.  H. 
LeeJlrthurH.(Hants,Fareh'm 
L^ze,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
L^i-Bennett,  Heniy  Carrie 
Leveson-Gower,  Frei  N.  S. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Col.Charle8W(Eveiham 
Long,htHn  Walter  (Bristol^-) 
Lonsdale,  John  Bro¥mlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lucas,  Col.Francis(LoweBtoft 
Lucas,Regittald  J.  (Portsmouth 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Ma8sey-Mainwaring,HnW.F. 
MaxweU,W.J.H.(Dumfrie8ih 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmort<m 
Mildmay,Franci8  Bingham. 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
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Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgaji,  D.  J.  ( Walth.iin«tow) 
Morrell,  Georae  Herbert 
Morris,  Hon.  Martin  Henry  F. 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  Arthor 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bate) 
Murray,  Chariee  J.  (Coventoy) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbary) 
Parkes,  Ebeneser 
Peel,Hn.Wm.Robt.Welleeley 
PUkington,  Lt.-CoL  Richard 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Shvp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  Greorge 
Purvis,  Robert 
Kandles,  John  S. 
Hasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Faniunarson 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 


{24  July  1901} 

Ridley,  S.  F.  (Bethnal  GrjBen) 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Robinsouv  Brooke 
Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 
Rutherford,  John 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Hanj  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sannderson,  Rt.Hon.Col.E.J. 
Scott,  Sir  8.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Seely,CaptJ.  E.B.(IsleofWight 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,M.  H.  (Renfrew) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  JamesParker(LaDark8 
Smith,Hon.  W.  F.  D.(»trand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Stroyan,  John 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charlee  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thorbum,  Sir  Walter 
ToUemache,  Henry  James 
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Tomlinson,  Wm.Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valontia,  Viscount 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Wason,  J.  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
Webb,ColondWilliajn  Geoige  ^ 
Welby,Lt-ColA.C.E(Taunton 
Welby,Sif  Chas.  G.E.  (Notts. 
Whitele¥,H.  (Ashton-u.-Lyne)^ 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Willox,  Sir  John  Ar^bald 
Wills,  Sir  Frederick 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
WU8on-Todd,Wm.H.(Yorks.> . 
Wodehouse3t.  Hn.E.  R.  (Bath 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhehn 
Wylie,  Alexander  »jr^|3«^^A 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Yerbuigh,  Robert  Armstrong  t 

Tellers  for  the  Ates^ 
Sir  William  Walrond  and  . 
Mr.  Anstvuther. 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.  E.) 
Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Allen,  C.  P.  (Glouc,  Stroud) 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Asher,  Alexander 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Blake,  Edward 
Boland,  John 
Brig^  John 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brown,Georjure  M.  (Edinburgh) 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Bums,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Carew,  James  Laurence 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Chanmng,  Francis  Allston 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Craig,  Robert  Hunter 
CromlHe,  John  William 
Cullinan,  J. 

Davies,M.yaughan-(Cardigan 
Delany,  William 
Dewar,  Joha  A.  (Invemess-sh. 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charlee 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Dttfty,  William  J. 
Duncan,! J.  Hastings 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Farrell,  James  Patrick 
Fanwiek,  Charles 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Manro(Leith) 
Ffraich,  Peter 
Field,  William 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Dwby  Co. 
Giihooly,  James 
Grant,  Corrie 

Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Gritiith,  Ellis  J. 
Gordon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Haldane,  Richard  Burden 


NOES. 

Harconrt,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  WUliam 
Hardie,  J.  Keir(MerthyTTydvil 
Harwood,  George 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Havne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Heune,  Nerval  Watson 
Hem{^l,  Rt.  Hon.CharlesH. 
Hobhouse,  C.  E.  H.  (Bristol,E. ) 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife.  W.) 
Button,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,David  Brynmor(Swan*a 
Jones, William  (Camarvonsh.) 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Labouohere,  Henry 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Batty 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leese,  Sir  J.  F.  (Accrington) 
Leigh,  Sir  Josepn 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
M*Dermont,  Patrick 
Morsan,  J.  L.  (Carmarthen) 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Newnee,  Sir  (^eorge 
Nolan,  Col.  J.  P.  (GWwoy,  N.) 
Nolan,  Joeeph  (Louth,  South) 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  K.  (Tipperary  Mid) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary Jn.) 
O'Connor,  James(Wicklow.W 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'KeUy,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 


O'Kelly,  J.  (Roscommon,  N.>  • 
O'Malley,  WUliam 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Palmer,SirCba8wM.(Dnrham>  • 
Partington,  0»wald 
PMlipps,  John  Wynford 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,JohnE.(Waterford>  • 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Reid,SirR.Thresbie  (Dumfriea 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  Hi  (Denbighs.) 
Robson,  WiUiam  Snowdon 
Roe,  Sir  Themas 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
Scott,Chas.  Prestwich<Lmgh> 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick,  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sinclair, Capt.  J.  (Por^mshire)  • 
Scares,  Ernest  J. 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Thomas,  AbeI(Carmarthen,E.  > 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Thomas,JA(Glamoigan,Gow'r 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,W.R.>* 
Tbmkinson,  James 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tully,  Jasper 
Wallace,  Kobert 
Walton,JohnLawBon(Leeds,S. 
Wamer,Thomas  Courtenay  T» 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
WilIiams,08moiid(Merioiieth>< 
Wilson,  HenryJ.(Yoik,W.R.^' 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.> 
Young,  Samuel 
YoxaU,  James  Henry 

Tellers  fob    the  Noes-- 
Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  and.. 
Mr.  Causton. 
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Question    put    accordingly,    **  That  I      The  Committee  diyided  : — ^Ayes,  203 ; 
Olause  1  stand  part  of  the  Bill."  '  Noes,  130.     (Division  List  No.  362.) 


JkdandHood,  Capt  SirAlex.F. 
J^g-Gardner,  James  Tjnte 

Aird,  Sir  John 

Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 

ArnoldForster,  Hugh  O. 

Arrol,  Sir  WUliam 
.Atkinson,  Rt  Hon.  John 

Bagot,  Capt  J.  Fitzroy 
JBaOey,  James  (Walworth) 

Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
3aird,  John  George  Alexander 

Balcarres,  Lord 

Balfour,  Rt  Hn  A  J.  (Manoh'r 

Balfour,  CaptC.  B.  (Homsey) 
3alfour,RtHn.GeraldW.(Leed8 
IBanbury,  Frederick  George 

Beach,RtHn.SirM.H.(Bn8tol) 

Beach,RtHon.W.W.B.(Hants. 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
.Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 

Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 

Bignold,  Arthur 

Bo0oawen,  Arthur  Gri£&th 

Boulnois,  Edmund 

Bowles,  Capt.  H.  F.  (Middlesex 

Brassey,  Albert 
IBrodrick,  Rt  Hon.  St  John 
3ull,  William  James 

Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
butcher,  John  George 

•Carson,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Edw.  H. 

Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Oavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
•Cavendi8h,V.C.W.(Derby8hire 
<;ayzer.  Sir  dearies  Wilfiam 
•Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
•Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
</hambwlain,Rt.  Hon  hT.  ( Birm. 

Chamberlain,J.Austen(Woro*r 
Churchfll,  Winston  Spencer 
•Cochrane,  Hon. Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
•CoUings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
•Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 

Corbett,A.Cameron  (Glasgow 

Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  N.) 
0>x,lrwin  Edward  Bainbridge 

Cranbome,  Viscount 
<Mpps,  Charles  Alfred 
-Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
-Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
•Oust,  Henry  John  C. 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
"Denny,  Colonel 
IMokson,  Charles  Scott 

Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 

Douglas,  Rt  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doj^yrd,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Thike,  Henry  Edward 

Duming^Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 

Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 

bidden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 

Finch,  George  H. 

Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 

Fisher,  William  Hayes 

Fitzroy,  Hn.  EdwardAlgemon 

Foster,PhilipS.  (Warwick,S.W. 
^Gardner,  Ernest  • 


AYES- 

Garfit,  Waiiam 
Gibb8.Hn.  AG.  H^City  of  Lond. 
(Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fred. 
G  ordon,  MajE  vans-  (T  *rH*mlets 
Gore.HnG.R.C.Ormsby-(Salop 
GorstRt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Green,  WalfordD.(Wednesbury 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury 
Greene,  W.  Raymond-(Cambs.) 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 

I  Gretton,  John 

I  Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  James  Grimble 

I  Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hain,  Edward 

I  Hami]ton,RtHnLordG(Midd'x 
Hamilton,Marq.of  (L*donderry 
Hard^.Laurence(  K*nt,  Ashf  ord 

'  Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 

>  Haslam,  Sir  Alf  red  S. 

I  Hay,  Hon.  Claude  Gebrge 
Heath,  James(  Staff ords ,  N.W. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 

j  Higginbottom,  S.  W. 

I  Hoare,Edw.Brodie(Hampetead 

i  Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 

I  Hope,J.F.(Sheffield.BrightBide 

I  Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 

!  Hoult,  Joseph 

j  Hudson,  G«orge  Bickersteth 

I  Hutton,  John  (Yorks.  N.R.) 

,  Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jessel,  Capt  Herbert  Merton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Kenyon,  Hon.  G.  T.  (Denbigh) 
Kenyon,  James  (Lanes.,  Bury 
Kenyon-Slaney,  C3oL  W.(Salop 
Kimber,  Henry 
Knowles,  Lees 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Lecky,  Rt  Hn.  William  E.  H. 
Lee,  ArthurH(  Hants.,Fareham 
Legge,  CoL  Hon.  Heneage 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leveson-Gower,  Fred.  N.  S. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Col.CharlesW .  ( Evesham) 
Long,RtHn.Walter(Bristol,S.) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lucas, Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Lucas,Reginald  J.  (Portsmouth 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maiendie,  James  A.  H. 
Mucolm,  Ian 

Massey-Main waring,  Hn.W.F. 
Maxwell,  W  J  H.(  Dumfriesshire 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Paoy 


Morgan,DavidJ.(Walthamst'w 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morriss,  Hon.  Martin  HenryF. 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.A(Deptf ord 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray3tHnAGraham(Bote 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry* 
Murray,  CoL  Wvndham(Batht 
Nicol,  Donald  l^tnian 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) . 
Parkes,  Ebeneser 
Peel,Hn.  Wm.Robert  Wellesley 
Pilkington,  Lieut -CoL  Rich&rd 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant  JamesFar^uhaison 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Ridley,S.Forde(BethnalGreen) 
Ritchie,Rt  Hon.ChasThoinson 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 
Rutherford,  John 
Sadler,  Ck>l  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehoiue) 
Saunderson,RtHn.CoL£dwJ. 
Scott  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Seeley,Cap.J.E.B.(IsleofWi^t 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart  M.H.(Renfrcw) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Sinith,JamesParker(Laiiarks.) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.F.D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Stroyan,  John 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thorbum,  Sir  Walter 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Wards,  Colonel  C.  R  H 

Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Wason,John  Cathcart(Orkiiey 
Webb,  CoL  William  George 
Well^,Lt-CoLA.C.E.(Taunt^ 
Welby,Sir  CharlesG.£.(Notti.) 
Whiteley,H.(Ashton  und.Lyne 
WilloughbydeEresby,  Lord 
WiUox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wills,  Sir  Frederick 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.  H.  (Yorki. 
WodehonecRt.  Hn.EJl.(Bath) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt  Hon.  George 


Tbllebs  por  the  Ayes— Sir  William  Walrond  and  Mr.  Anstrutber. 
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Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.E.) 

Abraham,  William  (Rhondda 

Al]eii,Char]esP.(Glouo.,Stroud 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Asher,  Alexander 

Barry,  E*  (Cork,  S., 

Blake,  Edwaro 

Boland,  John 

^rigg,  John 

Broad  hurst,  Henry 

Brown,  George  M.  (Edinburgh 

Bryce,  Rt  Hon.  James 

Bums,  John 

Burt,  Thomas 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 

Caldwell,  James 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh*  S.) 

Carew,  James  Laurence 

Cftwley,  Frederick 

Channing,  Fnincis  Allston 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Craig,  Robert  Hunter 

Crombie,  John  William 

CuUinan,  J. 

Davies,  M.  Vaughan-  (Cardigan 

Belany,  William 

Dewar,John  A.  (Invemess-sh.) 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

DuflFy,  William  J. 

Buncan,  J.  Hastings 

Elibank,  Master  of 

FarreU,  James  Patrick 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ferguson.  R.  C.  Munro(Leith) 

Ffrench.Peter 

Field,  William 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. 

Oilhooly,  James 

Grant,  Corrie 

Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

fialdane,  Richard  Burdon 

Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  SirWiHiam 


{24!  July  1901} 

NOES. 

Hardie,J.Keir(Merthyrj:ydvil) 
Harwood,  George 
Havden,  John  Patrick 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Hobhouse,  C  E.  H.  (Bristo^F^) 
Hope,  John  Deans  iFife,We8t) 
Hutton,  Alfred  £,  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,DaYidBrynmor(  Swansea 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lambert,  George 
Lansley,  Batty 
Lay&nd-Barratt,  Francis 
Leese,  Sir  Joseph(Accrington) 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Levjr,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
M*Dermott,  Patrick 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd(Carmarthen 
Morley,  CharleiB  (Breconshire) 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Newnes,  Sir  Georee 
Nolan,  Col.  J.  P.  (Gal way,  N.) 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Nussey,  Thomas  WiUans 
0'Brien,Kendal(TipperaryMid 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (lulkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  James  (Wicklow,W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'DonneU,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
O'Kelly,  J.  (Roscommon,  N.) 
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O'Malley,  W-illiam 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Palmer,  SirCharlesM.  ( Durham 
Partington,  Oswald 
Phillips,  John  Wynford 
Power,  Patrick  Jos^h 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Reid,  Sir  R.  T.  (Dumfries) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robson,  William  Snow  don 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
Scott,Cliar]es  Pre8twich(  Leigh 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sheehan,  Danid  Daniel 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,E.) 
Thomas,  David  Alfred(Merthyr 
ThomM,JA(Glamorgan,G'wer 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,W.R.) 
Tomkinson,  James 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
TuUy,  Jasper 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  JohnLawson(Leeds,S. ) 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
WUson,  Henry  J.(York,W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Youne,  Samuel 
YoxalT,  James  Henry 

Teixers  for  the  Noes — 
Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  and 
Mr.  Causton. 


Clause  2  :— 

Mr.  YOXALL  said  he  desired  to  move 
an  Amendment  standing  in  the  name  of 
the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the 
North wich  Division  of  Cheshire.  It  was, 
at  any  rate,  an  eflfort  to  improve  an  ad- 
mittedly trumpery  and  temporary  mea- 
sure, quite  unworthy  the  name  of  an 
Education  Bill. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"In page  1,  line  23,  to  leave  out  the  word 
'Education,'  and  insert  the  words  'Hieher 
Grade  Schools  Temporary.*  ''-^Mr.  YoxaU,) 

Question  put,  **  That  the  word  *  educa- 
tion '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  194  ; 
Noes,  118.    (Division  List  No.  363.) 


AclandHood,CaptSirAlex.F. 
Aird,  Sir  John 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrd,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,  Capt.  JoscelineFitzRoy 
Bafley,  James  (Walworth) 


AYEa 

Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.Hon.A.J.(Manoh'r 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.'(Homsey) 
Balfour,  RtHnGeraldW.(Leeds 
Banbunr,  Frederick  George 
Beach3t.Hon.SirM.H(Bristol 


Beach,  Rt,Hon.W.W.B.(Hant8 
Beckett,  Ernest  Wilh'am 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Bowles,  Capt.  H.  F.  (Middlesex 
Brassey,  Albert 
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Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcl^r,  John  George 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cautley,  Henry  Stroiher 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanos.) 
Cavendish  ,V.C.  W4  Derbyshire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hn.  J^Birm 
Chamberlain,  J.  Austen  ( Wor*o 
Cochrane,  Hon.Thos.  H.A.E. 
Collings,  Rt  Hon.  Jesse 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett,  A.Cameron  \ Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  ^Down,  North) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Cripps»  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  i Glasgow) 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Cust,  Henry  John  C. 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Diokson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Doufflas,  Rt  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxf  or  d,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Durning-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Fellowes,Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fitzroy  3on.  EdwardAlgMnon 
Fo8ter,PhilipS(Warwick,S.W.) 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Garfit,  William 
Gibb8,Hn.A.G.H.(CityofLond. 
Grodson,  Sir  August  usFrederick 
Gordon,  Maj  Evans-^T'rH'mlets 
Gore,HnG.R.C.Ormsby-(  Salop 
Gk»r8t,RtHon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Gouldinff,  Edward  Alfred 
Green,  Waif ordD.  { Wednesbuiy 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury ) 
Greene, W.  Raymond-(Cambs.) 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hain,  Edward 

Hamilton,RtHnLordG(Midd'x 
Hamilton,  Marq.  of  ( L*donderry 
Hardy,Laurence(Kent,A8hfo*d 


{COMMONS} 

Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath^ames.(Staffords,N.W.) 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Higginbottom,  S.  W. 
Hoare,EdwBrodie(  Hampetead 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hope,J.F.vSheffield,(Br]ghtai'e 
Houlds worth.  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Hoult  Joseph 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteih 
HuttOD.  John  (Yorks.,  N.R.) 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouie 
Jessel,  Capt  Herb.  Mert<m 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone.  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Kenyon,Hn.Geo.T.  (Denbigh) 
Kenyon,  James  (Lane.*  Bury) 
Kenvon-Slaney,  CoL  W.  (Salop 
Kimber,  Henry 
Knowles,  Lees 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Lecky,  RtHn.WilliamEdw.H. 
Lee,  ArthurH.(  Hant8,Fareh*m 
Le^o»  CoL  Hn.  Henease 
Leigh -Bennett,  Henry  Unrrie 
Leveson-Gower,  Fred.  N.  S. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long.Col.  CharlesW.  ( Evediam) 
Long,RtHn.  Walter  (Bristol^S. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lucas,  0>L  Francis  iLowest<^t) 
Luca8,Reginald  J.(PortBmouth 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maolver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maiendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Massey-Mainwaring,  Hn.  W.F. 
Maxwell,  W.  J.  H.(Dumfries8h. 
Middlemore,  Job  nThrogmorln 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Moon,  Edw.  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,DavidJ.(Walthamst'^ 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morris,  Hon.  Martin  Henry  F. 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
M(»ion,  ArthurH.  A.  ( Deptf  ord 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry 
Murray,  CoL  Wvndham(Bath) 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Orr-Ewinff,  (Carles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
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Parkes,  Ebeneier 
Peel,Hn.Wm.Robefft  WdMey 
PilkingtOQ,  Lt^CoL  Richard 
PoweU,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Emeat  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rasoh,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Reid,  James  (Greeaoek) 
Remnant  James  FarqahanoQ 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bane 
Renwick,  George 
Ridley,  S.Forde(BethDalGTeai 
Ritchie3tHonChaB.ThoaMa 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 
Rutherford,  John 
Sadler,  CoL  Samuel  Alexaader 
Samud,  Harry  S.  ^limehoiueV 
Scott  Sir  S.  (Maryiebone,  W.> 
Seely,  CaptJ.E.B.(l8leofWi^t 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,JameeParkenLanarks.V 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.^StzaodV 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Stroyan,  John 
»truU,  Hon.  Charles  Hedlejr 
Sturt  Hon.  HuniphiT  Napr 
Talbot  Lord  £.  (Chichester) 
Thorbum,  Sir  Walter 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Muirsv 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde,  Colonel  CX  E. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Wason,  J.  Cathcart  (Oikney) 
Webb,  Cokmel  William  Gecni^ 
Welby,  Lt-CoLA.aE.(XauiitDa 
Welby,  Sir  Charle6G.E.(Notti. 
Whiteley,H.(  Ashton  undLynd^ 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Loroj 
Wills,  Sir  Frederick 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
WilsonTodd,  Wm. H. fforks.^ 
Wodehouse,RtHon.KR(Bsth) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhebn 
W^ylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt  Hon.  George 

TiLLKBS       rOR      THX      ATV* 

Sir  William   Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.  E.) 
Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Allen,  Chas.P.  (Glouc, Stroud) 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Asher,  Alexander 
Barry,  E.  (Ck>rk,  S.) 
Blake,  Edward 
Boland,  John 
Brigg,  John 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brown,  Geo.  M.  (Edinburgh) 


NOES. 

Bryce,  Rt  Hon.  James 
Burt,  Thomas 
Caldwell,  Jaines 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S»| 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Craig,  Robert  Hunter 
Crombie,  John  William 
CuUinan,  J. 


Da  vies,  M.  Vaughan-(CEU'digsifc 
Delany,  William 
Dewar,  John  A.  (InvemerMh- 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Duffy,  William  J. 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
EUbank,  Master  of 
Farrell,  James  Patrick 
Fenwiok,  Charles 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Field,  William 
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Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Foster,  Sir  W,  (Derby  Co.) 
Gilhooly,  James 
Gladatone^  Rt.  Hn.  Herb.  J^.in 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Harcourt  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Wm. 
Hardie,  J.Keir.(  MerthyrTydvU 
Havden,  Jolin  Patrick 
Heune,  Norval  Watson 
Hobhouse,G.  E.  H.  (Bristol»E.) 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Button,  Alfred  £.  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jone8l>avidBrynmor(Swansea 
Jones,  William(Gamarvonshire 
Joyce,  Miehael 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Labouohere,  Henry 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Batty 
LayGu&d-Barratt,  Francis 
Leese,  SirJo8ephF.(Accrington 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Uoyd-George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lundon,  W. 


{24  July  1901} 

MaoDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
M*Dermott,  Patrick 
Morgan,  J.Lloyd(  Carmarthen) 
Morfoy ,  Charles '( Breconsh  ire) 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Nolan,  Col.  JohnP.(Galway,N.) 
Ndan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
0'Brien,Kendal(TipperaryMid 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperaxy,  N.) 
0*Connor,James(Wicklow,W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool 
CDonnell.  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
CDowd,  John 
O'KeUy  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
0'Kelly»James(Roscommon,N. 
O'Maliey,  William 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Palmer,  Sir  Chas.  M.  (Durham) 
Partington,  Oswald 
PhilippS:  John  Wynford 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Reddy,  M. 
Redmond,  John  K(Watertord) 
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Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Reid,  Sir  R.Thieshie(  Dumfries 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbigh*.) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sinclair,  Capt.  John(Forfarsh. 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Thomas,  Abel  ( Carmarthen,  £. 
Thoma8,David  Alfred(Merthyr 
Thomas,  J.  A.  (Glam.,  Gower. 
Thomson,  F.W.  (Yorks.,W.  R.  . 
Tomkinson,  James 
Trevelyan.Chas.  Philips 
Tully,  Jasper 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton, John  Law8on(Leed8,S. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
WhiUey,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.(  York8.,W.R. 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Young,  Samuel 

Tellers  for  the  Nobs — 
Mr.  Yoxall  and  Mr.  Corrie 
Grant. 


Mr.  a.  J.  Balfour  rose  in  his  place 
and  claimed  to  move,  **  That  the  Question 
*  That  Clause  2  stand  part  of  the  Bill '  be 
now  put." 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  :  I  rise 
to  a  point  of  order  with  regard  to  the 
interpretation  of  Rule  25.  I  wish  to  ask 
whether  a  motion  of  that  kind  can  be  put 
unless  the  closure  has  previously  taken 
place  upon  Amendments  on  the  clause. 
The  rule  is  as  follows  : — 

**  When  the  motion  *  That  the  question  be 
now  put,*  has  been  carried  and  the  question 
consequent  thereon  has  been  decided,  any 
further  motion  may  be  made  (the  assent  of  the 
Chair  as  aforesaid  not  having  been  withheld) 
which  may  be  requisite  to  bring  to  a  decision 
any  question  already  proposed  from  the  Chair  ; 
and,  also,  if  a  clause  be  then  under  oonsidera 
tion,  a  motion  may  be  made  (the  assent  of  the 
Chair  as  aforesaid  not  having  been  withheld) 
that  the  question  that  certain  words  of  the 
clause  defined  in  the  motion  stand  part  of  the 
clause,  or  that  the  clause  stand  part  of,  or  be 
added  to,  the  Bill,  be  now  put." 

Now,  Mr.  Lowther,  I  venture  to  submit 
to  you  whether  it  is  not  correct  that  a 
motion  that  the  clause  be  put  must  be 
consequent  on  some  preceding  decision 
of  the  closure  upon  Amendments  of  that 
clause.  As  far  as  I  can  read  this  clause 
it  seems  to  me  that  this  proposal  of  the 
closure  ought  not  to  be  put  as  an  original 
motion  with  regard  to  the  clause. 
VOL  XCVIL      [Fourth  Series.'' 


*Thb  chairman  :  I  understand  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  moved  in  the 
exact  words  of  the  Standing  Order. 
[Opposition  cries  of  **  No,  no  !  "]  He 
moved  that  the  question  that  Clause  2 
stand  part  of  the  Bill  be  now  put — 
that  is,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
moved  the  closure.  When  the  closure  is 
carried,  if  it  is  carried,  then  there  will  be  a 
second  division  dealing  with  the  clause. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  not  now 
claiming  that  the  clause  should  be  put. 
He  is  moving  the  closure. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  Yes, 
Sir.  As  I  understand,  he  has  moved 
the  closure  on  the  second  clause.  I  ask 
your  ruling  on  this  point.  Is  it  in  the 
power  of  the  Government — for  that 
would  be  the  consequence — is  it  in  their 
power,  in  a  Bill  of  a  dozen  clauses,  say, 
to  begin  the  discussion  by  moving  the 
closure  on  each  clause  in  succession » 
without  any  discussion  of  the  clause  % 
If  so,  we  miglit  have  a  Bill  introduced, 
and  a  Minister  might  begin  by  moving 
that  Clause  1  be  now  put,  then  that 
Clause  2  be  now  put,  and  Clause  3,  and 
so  on,  and  then  that  the  Bill  itself  be 
carried  without  any  discussion  whatever. 

*The  CHAIRMAN :  The  point  put  by 
t'le  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  me  is  not 
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e  cact  y  the  point  before  us  to-day,  because 
to-day  there  was  a  clause  under  con- 
sideration. The  clause  has  been  con- 
sidered and  a  decision  has  been  taken 
with  regard  to  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  :  Not  on 
Clause  2. 

*The  chairman  :  Oh,  yes,  certaiily. 
An  Amendment  was  moved  upon  Clause 
2  and  a  division  was  taken.  Therefore, 
Clause  2  was  under  consideration.  There- 
upon the  Leader  of  the  House  move! 
that  the  question,  **  That  the  clause  stand 
part  of  the  Bill  "  be  now  put.  It  seems  to 
be  perfectly  regular. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) : 
According  to  Standing  Order  25  there 
must  first  of  all  have  been  a  closure  on 
the  clause  before  the  First  Lord  could 
claim  to  make  the  proposal  which  he 
has  made.  In  this  case  there  had  been 
no  anterior  closure. 

*Thb  chairman  :  The  hon.  Momber 
is  perfectly  correct.  The  only  mistake 
he  makes  is  that  the  question  I  am  now 
going  to  put  is  th3  closure  question— 
not  the  question  that  the  clnise  stand 
part  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  CALDWELL:  There  are  two 
diflferent  points.  I  say  that  the  carrying 
of  Clause  1  was  contrary  to  the  Standing 
Order,  because  you  ought  not  to  have 
put  the  question  "That  Clause  1  stand 
part  of  the  Bill  "  unless  th^re  had  beei 
an  anterior  closure  and  a  division. 


*Thb  CHAIRMAN  :  The  hon.  Memoer 
is  now  quite  in  error.  Even  if  he  were 
not,  he  is  not  entitled  to  go  back  row 
to  Clause  1.     We  are  now  on  Clause  2. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  rose  again. 

♦The  CHAIRxMAN:  I  think  I  have 
made  myself  perfectly  clear. 

^  R.  CALDWELL:  The  question  "  That 
Clause  2  stand  part  of  the  Bill "  has  not 
been  put  at  all.  An  hon.  Member  got 
up  to  move  an  Amendment,  and  before 
any  question  was  put  at  all  the  question 
is  put,  and  the  question  "  That  Clause  2 
stand  part  of  the  Bill  "  was  not  before  the 
House  at  all. 

*The  CHAIRMAN  :  That  is  so.  The 
hon.  Member  is  perfectly  right.  If  he 
will  kindly  read  the  Standing  Order  he 
will  see  that  in  the  last  paragraph  it  is 
allowable,  if  a  clause  be  then  under 
consideration,  for  a  motion  to  be  made 
that  the  question  *'  That  the  clause  stand 
part  of  the  Bill "  be  now  put,  being  the 
question  which  I  am  now  going  to  put 
The  question  is  that  the  question  **  That 
Clause  2  stand  part  of  the  Bill"  be  now 
put. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question 
'  That  Clause  2  stand  part  of  the  Bill' 
be  now  put." 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  186; 
I  Noes,  109.     (Division  List  No.  364.) 


Aoland-Hood,Capt  SirAlez.F. 
Ark  Wright,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  WiUiam 
Atkinson,  Rt  Hon.  John 
Bagot,Capt  Josoeline  Fits  Roy 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balf  our,Rt.Hon.  A.  J.(  Manoh'r 
Balfour,  Capt  C.  R  (Hornsey) 
Balf our  ,RtH  nOeraldW.  ( Leeds 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Beach,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bristol ) 
Beach,  Rt.Hn.W.W.B.(Hants.) 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Boicawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Bowles,  Capt  H.  F.iMiddlesex) 

The  Chairman, 


AYES. 

Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Carson,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  R.'F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.  (Derbyshire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  l^nor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  RtHon.J.(Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  Au8ten(  Worc*r 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Compton,  Lord  Alwjne 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox,Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 


Croasley,  Sir  Savile 
Cust,  Henry  John  C 
Dalkeith,  Eari  of 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Diokson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P- 
Douglas,  Rt  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxfor  d,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Durning-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehw^ 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fit»roy,Hon.  EdwardAlgeruoD 
Foeter,Philip  S.(Warwki,S.W. 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Garfit,  William 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk- 
Gordon,MajEvan8-(T'rH*inIrt» 
Gore,Hn.GR.C.Orm8by-(Sslop 
Gor8t,Rt  Hon.Sir  John  Bdon 
Gosohen,  Hoii.,Geo.  Joaefaim 
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Ooulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,  HenryD.( Shrewsbury 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Haln,  Edward 

Hamilton,RtHnLordG(Midd*x 
Hamilton,  Marq.o£(  L'donderry 
Hardy,Laurence  (Kent,Ashfd) 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,Jame8(Stafford8.[N.W.) 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Higginbottom,  S.  W. 
Hoare,£dwBrodie(  Hampstead 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hope,J.F.(Sheffield,Brightside 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Hoult,  Joseph 
Hudson,  George  Biokersteth 
Button,  John  (Yorks,  N.  R.) 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jessel,  Gapt.  Herb.  Merton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Kenyon*  Hn.  Geo.  T.(Denbigh 
Kenyon,  James  (Lanes.,  Bury 
Kenyon-SUney,  CoL  W.(Salop 
Kimber,  Henry 
Knowlefl,  I^ees 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Lecky,  Rt.Hn.WilliamEdw.H. 
Lep;ge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Uveson-Gower,  Fred.  N.  S. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 


{24  July  1901} 

Long,CoLCharlesW.(Evesham) 
Long,Rt.Hn.Walter(Bristol,S.) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lucas,  CoL  Francis  (Lowestoft)  ! 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maclver,  David  (livwDOol) 
Majendie,  James  A.  IL 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Massey  Main  waring,  Hn.  W.F. 
Maxwell, W.  J.  H.(  Dumfriessh. 
Middlemore,JohnThrpgmort*n 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Morgan,  Da  vidJ.  (WalthamstV 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morris,  Hon.  Martin  Henry  F.  i 
Morrison,  James  Archibald        i 
Morton,Arthur  H.A.(Deptford  j 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,RtHnA.Graham(  Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  CoL  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Grr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Peel,Rt.Hn.Wm.Rbt.Welleeley 
Pilkington,  Lieut.-CoL  Richard 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Erneet  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rasch,  Maj.  Frederic  Carne 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Renwiok,  George 
Ridley,S.Forde(BethnalGreen) 
Ritchie,  RtHon.  C.  Thomson 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 


{No.  2)  BiU. 


1530 


Rutherford,  John 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harrv  S.  (Limehouse 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Seely,Capt  J.E.B.(Isle  ofWighi 
Sharpe,  WUliam  Edward  T. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  JamesParker(Lanarki, ) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Stroyan,  John 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedtoy 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichestor) 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
ToUemaohe,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Wason,  JohnCathcart(  Orkney 
Webb,  Colonel  Wm.  George 
Welby,Lt-CoLA.C.E.(Taunton 
Welby,  Sir  CharlesG.E.(Notts.) 
Whiteley,  H  (Ashton-u.-Lyne) 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
WiUs,  Sir  Frederick 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hn.E.R.(Bath) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt  Hon.  George 

Tellers  tor  tbb  Atbs — 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,N.E.) 

Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 

Allen,Charle8P.  (Glouc.,Stroud 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Asher,  Alexander 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Blake,  Edward 

Boland,  John 

Brigg,  John 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

Brown,  George  M.  (Edinburgh 

Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 

Burt,  Thomas 

CaldweU,  James 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Oauston,  Richard  Knight 

Gawley,  Frederick 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Graig,  Robert  Hunter 

Cjllinan,  J. 

5*vi«»M.  Vaughan-(  Cardigan 

^lany,  William 

Jewar,  John  A.  (Invemess-sh. 

Doogan,  P.  a 

^ffy,  William  J. 

Puncan,  J.  Hastings 

|Ubank,  Master  of 

wrell,  James  Patrick 


NOES. 

Fenwick,  Charles 
Ffrench,  Petor 
Field,  William 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. 
Gilhooly,  James 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  SirWiliiam 
Hardie,J.Keir(MerthyrTydvil) 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hobhouse,  C.  E.  H.(Bristol,E.) 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Moriey) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  David  B.  ( Swansea) 
Jones,  Wm.(<3amarvonshire) 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Langley,  Batty 
LayUnd-Barratt,  Francis 
Leese,Sir  JosephF.(  Acorington 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
rx>ugh,  Thomas 


Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
Morgan,  J. Lloyd(  (Carmarthen) 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Newnes,  Sir  Georee 
Nolan,  CoL  JohnP.(GalwayN. 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Nussey,  Thomas  WiUans 
O'  BrienKendaKTipperaryMid. 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  James(Wicklow,W. ) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
0'Kelly,Jas.  (Rosoommon,  N.) 
O'Maliey,  William 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Palmer,  Sir  Chas.M.  (Durham) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Philipps,  John  Wynford 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Priestley,  Arthur    ^  y_ 
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Reddy.  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.(Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Reid,  8irR.Thre8hiei(  Dumfries 
Rickett,  J.  Ck»mi>ton 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
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Sinclair,  Capt.  John  (Forfarsh.) 

Soares,  Ernest  J. 

Sullivan,  Donal 

Thomas,  AbeKCarmarthen,  £.) 

Thomas,DavidAlfred(Merthyr 

Thoma8,J.A.(Glam'gan,Gower 

Thomson,  F.W.  (York8,.W.R.) 

Tully,  Jasper 

Wallace,  Robert 

Walton,  J.  Lawson  (Leeds,  S.) 
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Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whitiey,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.(Yorks  .W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Young,  Samuel 

Tkllbbs  for  the  Ko»- 
Mr.  Yosall  and  Mr.  Corrie 
Grant 


Question    put    accordingly,    "  That 
Clause  2  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 


I      The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes.  183 ; 
I  Noes,  107.    (Division  List  No.  365.) 


AclandHood,  C^>t.  Sir  A.  F. 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  CoL  James  Robert 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A. J.(Manch'r 
Balfour,  Capt.C.  B.  (Hornsey) 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds 
Baiil.ury,  Frederick  George 
Beach,Rt.Hn.8irM.H.(Bristol) 
Beach,  RtHn.W.W.R(Hants.) 
Beck  tt,  Ernest  William 
Bentinok,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bhownagffree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Bowles,  C;apt.  H.  F.  (Middlesex 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Carson,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  K.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,V.C.W.(Derby8hire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Gnarles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
C]!hamberlain,Rt.Hn.J.  (Birm.) 
Chamberlain ,  J.  Austen(  Worc's. 
Cochrane,  Hn.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Collings,  Rt  Hon.  Jesse 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox„Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Cust,  Henry  John  C. 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dixon -Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Douglas,  Rt  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  Sir  Wm.  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Durning- Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
FeUowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne  ■ 


AYES. 

Fuher,  William  Hayes 
Fitzroy ,  Hon.  Edward  Algernon 
Fo8ter,Philip  S.(  Warwick.S.W. 
Gardner.  Ernest 
Garfit,  William 
Godson,  Sir  Agustus  Frederick 
Gordon,MajEvan8-(T'rH'  mlets 
Gore,Hn.G.RC.Orm8by-(  Salop 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,  Hn.  George  Joaehim 
GouHing,  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,  Henry  D.(  Shrewsbury 
Grenfell,  Wilhan  Henry 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guthrie.  Walter  Murray 
Hain,  Edward 

Hamilton.  RtHn  Lord  G(Midx 
Hardy,  Laurence(  Kent,Ashrrd 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  (jreorge 
Heath,  James  (Staffords,N.W. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Higginbottom,  S.  W. 
Hoare,  EdwBrodie(  Hampstead 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hope,  J.F(Sheffield,Brightside 
Houlds worth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Hoult  Joseph 

Howard,J.(Midd.,Tottenham) 
Hudson,  George  Biokersteth 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks.  N.  R.) 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  C^verhouse 
Jes8el,(Daptain  HerbertMerton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Kenyon,  Hon  .Geo.T.(  Denbigh) 
Kenyon,  James  (Lanes.,  Bury) 
Kenyon-Slaney,  CcLW.(Salop.) 
Kimber,  Henry 
Knowles,  Lees 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
I^iecky.RtHon.  William  Edw.H 
Legge,  0>l.  Hon  Heneage 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Uurrie 
Lev eson-Gower,  Frederick  N.S 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
T^ng.Col.  Charles  W.(  Evesham) 
Long.Rt  Hn.  Walter(Britol,S) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 


Luca8,CoL  Francis  (Lo^fe«tofti 
Maodona,  John  Gumming 
Maolver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maiendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Massey-Mainwaring,Hn.  W.  F. 
Maxwell,  W.JH.(  Dumfriesriiipe 
Middlemore.JohnXbrogmort'n 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Morgan,DavidJ(  Walthamstcw 
Morrell,  Geoi^e  Herbert 
Morris,  Hon.  Martin  Henir  F. 
Morrison,  James  Arohibsld 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A  (D^ordi 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray.Rt  Hn  AGraham(Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  CoL  W3rndham(6ithi 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Orr-Ewing,  Charies  lindsiy 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Peel,Hn.Wm.  Robert  Welledej 
Pilkington,Lieut-Cc^  Richsrd 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rasoh,  Major  Frederic  Caroe 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquhanoo 
Ren  wick,  George 
Ridley,  S.  F.  (Bethnal  Green) 
Ritchie,RtHn.  Chas-Thomson 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 
Sadler,  CoL  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (limehouse) 
Scott,  SirS.  (MaryleboncW.) 
Seely,Capt.  J.E.  Rdsle  ofWjght 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,JamesParker<LanariLS.) 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.D.(Strandi 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanct.) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Stroyan  John 
Strutt,  Hon.  Chas.  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon  Humphrey  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
ToUemaohe,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
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Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Wanklyn^  James  Leslie 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Wason*  John  Cathcart(  Orkney 
Webb,  CoL  Wm.  George 
Welby,Lt.-CoLA.C.E.{Taunt'n 


{24  July  1901} 

Welby,  Sir  Chas.  G.  E.  (Notts. 
Whiteley,  H.  (Ashton-u.-Lyne) 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wills,  Sir  Frederick 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson-Todd,  W.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wodehou8e,RtHn.E.R.(Bath) 
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Wolff,  Gustay  Wilhelm 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hn.  Greorge 

Tellers  for  the  Ateb  —  Mr 
Waiiam  Walrond  and  Mr, 
Anstruther. 


Abraham,  William  (Oork,N.E.) 

Abraham,  William  (Rhondda 

Allen,  Ghas,  P.(Glouc.,  Stroud 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Asher,  Alexander 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Blake,  Edward 

Boland,  John 

Brigg,  John 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

Brown,  GeorgeM.  (Edinburgh) 

Bryce,  Rt  Hon.  James 

Burt,  Thomas 

Caldwell,  James 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crai^.  Robert  Hunter 

Cullman,  J. 

Davie8,M.Vaughan-(Cardigan) 

Delany,  William 

Dewar,  JohnA.  (Invemess-sh. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Duffy,  William  J. 

Eli  bank,  Master  of 

Farrell,  James  Patrick 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ffrenoh,  Peter 

Field,  William 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 

Gilhooly,  James 

Gladstone,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbert  J. 

Grant,  Corrie 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton       ' 

Harcourt,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  WUliam  i 


NOES. 

f  Hardie,J.Keir(Merthyr,Tydvil 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hobhouse,  C.  E.  H.  (Bristol,  E. 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife.  West) 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Moriey) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jone8,DavidBrynmor(Swans'a 
Jones,  William(Carnaryonshire 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Langley  Batty 
Laykknd-Barratt,  Francis 
Leese,  Sir  JosephF.(Accringt'n 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
M*Dermott,  Patrick 
Morgan,J.Lloyd  ((Carmarthen) 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Nolan,Col.  JohnP.(Galway,N. ) 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien  ,Kendal(TipperaryMid 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  James  (Wicklow,W. 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'DonneU,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
0'Kelly,James(Ro8common,N. 
O'Malley,  William 


O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Palmer,  SirCharlesM.  (Durham 
Partington,  Oswald 
Philipps,  John  Wynford 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Reddy,M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Reid,SirR.Threshie  (Dumfries) 
Rickett,  J.  (Dompton 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sinclair,(I!aptJohn(Forfarshire 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Thomas,Abel  (Carmarthen,E.) 
ThomasjDavid  Alfred(Merthyr 
Thomas,  J  A(Glamorgan,Gow*r 
Thomson,F.  W.  (Yorks., W.  R.) 
Tully,  Jasper 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  JohnLawson(Leeds,S. ) 
Weir,  James  Gallowav 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wilson,Henry  J.  ( Yorks, W.  R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid. ) 
Young,  Samuel 
YoxaU,  James  Henry 

Tellers     for     the     Nobb — 
Mr.  Duncan  and  Mr.  Levy. 


♦The  chairman  :  The  new  clauses 
standing  in  the  name  of  the  Hon.  Member 
for  West  Nottingham  are  outside  the 
four  corners  of  the  Bill.  The  new  clause 
standing  in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Mid  Lanarkshire  is  also  out  of  order. 
The  Bill  cannot  extend  to  Scotland,  as  it 
uses  phraseology  which  is  only  applicable 
to  England.  For  instance,  the  words 
"county  boroughs"  find  no  -application 
in  Scotland.  "  The  Board  of  Education  " 
does  not  apply  to  Scotland,  neither  do 
the  Technical  Instruction  Acts,  1889  and 
1891  apply  to  Scotland. 

Mr.  CALDWELL:  May  I  explain 
that  according  to  statute  law  the  Bill 
applies  to  the  United  Kingdom,  unless  a 
special  exemption  is  made.    The  words 


**  school  boards  "  and  "  county  councils  ** 
do  apply  to  Scotland  as  well  as  England. 
There  is  a  great  deal  in  this  clause  which 
appUes  to  both  England  and  Scotland. 
May  I  point  out  also  that  in  the  Education 
Act  for  England  and  Wales  there  is  a 
special  clause — notwithstanding  the  title 
saying  that  it  shall  not  apply  to  either 
Scotland  or  Ireland.  So  there  is  in  the 
Elementary  Education  Act  of  1870. 
There  is  nothing  to  prevent  this  Act 
applying  to  Scotland  unless  we  specially 
exclude  it. 

*The  lord  advocate  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) :  The  ques- 
tion whether  an  Act  appUes  to  Scotland 
or  not  is  always  deduced  from  the  terms 
of  the  Act.     There  are  many,  cases  in 
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which  no  special  clause  excluding  Scot- : 
land  has  been  inserted.  I 

Mr,      THOMAS     SHAW     (Hawick  1 
Burghs) :  May  I  say,  with  all  respect  for  j 
the  ruling  of  the  Chair,  that  my  fear  j 
is  that  serious  questions  may  be  raised  | 
in  the  future.     You^  Sir,  have  referred  ' 
to  certain  terms  employed  in  Clause  1, ! 
but  may  I  point  out  that  it  is  perfectly  ! 
possible  to  equate  the  operative  provisions  j 
of  the  Bill  apart  altogether  from  those  i 
terms.   Where,  for  instance,  you  have  a  ' 
deUnquent    school    board     misapplying  , 
school  funds,  the  Bill  might  be  equally  : 
applicable  to  Scotland  and  to  England. 
You   might  have,  in  fact,  very  serious 
arguments  put  forward  if  you  do  not 
insert    the    clause    providing   that    the 
Bill  shall  not  apply  to  Scotland.     If  there 
is  any  doubt  on  the  point,  I  do  hope 
that  steps  will  be  taken  to  remove  it.      * 

*The  CHAIRMAN:  I  have  listened! 
carefully  to  the  statement  of  the  hon.  ! 
Member,  and  I  see  no  reason  to  alter 
my  decision. 

Mr.  LAWSON  WALTON  (Leeds,  S.)  | 
said  he  had  intended  to  move  the  addi- , 
tion  of  a  sub-section  to  the  first  section,  | 
and  he  desired  now  to  move  it  as  a  new  ' 
clause. 

♦The  chairman  said  it  should  have 
been  brought  forward  as  a  sub-section 
to  the  main  clause. 

^  Mr.  LAWSON  WALTON  said  he  put 
it  down  originally  as  an  Amendment 
to  the  first  clause  purely  as  a  matter  of 
symmetrical  arrangement,  but  he  would 


point  out  that  the  sub-section  was 
entirely  independent  of  the  first  clause. 
It  should  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  be 
was  prevented  moving  it  by  the  appli- 
cation of  the  closure.  What  his  clause 
proposed  to  do  was  to  establish  appellate 
machinery  for  cases  in  which  the  county 
could  have  acted  capriciously,  to  provide 
for  cases  in  which  there  was  a  difference 
of  opinion  as  to  the  terms  on  which 
education  was  to  be  carried  on,  and 
to  deal  with  the  impasse  which  might 
arise  by  the  county  coundl  refusing  to 
entertain  this  jurisdiction.  He  would 
suggest  with  very  great  respect  that 
the  clause  dealt  with  an  entirely  new 
matter,  and  he  asked  leave,  therefore,  to 
propose  it: 

♦The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Member 
has  submitted  two  points,  one  of  sub- 
stance and  the  other  of  form.  As  to  the 
question  of  form,  the  proposal  ought 
to  have  been  made  part  of  the  main 
clause,  and  he  himself  showed  that  that 
was  his  view  by  actually  putting  H 
down  as  an  Amendment  to  that  clause. 
As  to  the  question  of  substance,  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  will  be  any  consolation 
to  the  hon.  Member  to  know  that  if  he 
had  moved  the  proposal  as  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  clause,  it  would  have  been 
ruled  out  of  order.  The  question  is  that 
**  I  report  this  Bill  without  Amend- 
ment to  the  House. " 

Question  put,  *'  That  the  Chairman 
do  report  the  Bill,  without  amendment, 
to  the  House." 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  171 : 
Noes,  98.     (Division  list  No.  366.) 


Acland-Hood,  Gapt.  Sir  A.  F. 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bain,  Cblonel  James  Robert 
Baicarree,  Lord 
Balfour,RtHon.A.  J.  (Manch'r 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Homsey) 
Balfour,RtHn.GeraldW.^  Leeds 
Banbuiy,  Frederick  George 
Beach,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bristol) 
Beach.Rt.Hon.W.W.B.(Hant8. 
Beckett,  Ernest  WiUiam 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  G. 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 


AYES. 

Bignold,  Arthur 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Bowles,  Gapt.  H.F.  (Middlesex 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Burdett-Goutts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Garson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Gautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Gavendi8h,V.G.W.(Derby8hire 
Gayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Gecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Gecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich 
Chamberlain,  Rt.Hn.J.(Birm. 
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Chamberlain,  J  Au8ten(WorcV 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Gdlings,  Rt  Hon.  Jesse 
Gompton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Gorbett,  A.  Gameron  (Gla^v* 
Gorbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Granborne,  Viscount 
Grippe,  Charles  Alfred 
Gross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Groesley,  Sir  Savile 
Gust,  Henry  John  C 
Dalkeith,  Eftri  of 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  J.  P. 
Dou^as,  Rt  Hon,  A.  Akers- 
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Doxf  ord  Sir  William  Thoodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Durning-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Feiiowe8,Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurnt 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fitzroy,Hon.EdwardAlgemon 
Fo«ter,PhilipS.(Warwick,S.W. 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Garfit,  William 
Gordon,MajEvans(TVH'mlet8 
Gore,Hn.G.R.C.Orm8by(  Salop 
Gorst^Rt  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,  Hon.GeorgeJoachim 
Greene,HenryD.(Shrewsbury) 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hain,  Edward 

Hamflton,RtHnLord6(Midd'x 
Hamilton,Marq.of  ( L'donderry ) 
Hardy,  Laurence(  KentAshf  ord 
Hadam,  Sir  Alfred  8. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,  James(Staffords,N.W.) 
Helder,  Augustus 
Higginbottom,  S.  W. 
Hoare,EdwBrodie(  Hampstead 
Hope,J.F.(Sheffield,Bri^t8ide 
Houidsworth,  SirWm.  Henry 
Hoult,  Joseph  { 

Howard,  J.  (Mid.,  Tottenham)  | 
Hudson,  George  Biekersteth 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks,  N.  R.) 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Clayerhouse 
Jes8el,Gaptain  Herbert  Merton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Keny  on,Hon.Geo.T.  ( Denbig  h. 
Kenyon,  James  (Lanos,  Buxy; 
Kenyon-Slaiiey,CoL  W.  (Salop. 
Kimber,  Henry 
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Knowles,  Lees  i 

Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Legge,  CoL  Hon.  Heneage       | 
Leigh -Bennett,  Henry  Currie   ; 
Leveson  Gower,Frederick  N.S 
Llewell3rn,  Evan  Henry 
Loder,  Gerald  W.  EIrskine 
Long,Col.CharlesW.(  Evesham) 
Long,Rt.Hn.Walter(Bristd,S.) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee  i 

Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lucas,  Col.  Franci8(Lowe8toft) 
Macdona,  John  Cui^ming 
Maclver,  j)avid  (Liverpool) 
Maietidie,  James  A.  E. 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Massey -Main waring,  Hn.  W.F. 
Maxwell  W.J.H(Dumfriesshh'e 
Middlemore,JohnThrogmort'n  I 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Morgan,  David  J(  Walthamstow 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morris,  Hon.  Martin  Henry  F. 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,ArthurH.  A.  (Deptford 
Murray  ,Rt.  Hn  AGraham(Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  W3rndham  (Bath) 
Niool,  Donald  Ninian 
Orr-£winU)  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury; 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Peel,Hn.Wm.  Robert  WeUesley 
Pilkington ,  Lie  ut.-  ColR  ichaiid 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Reid,  James  (Grenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renwick,  George 
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Ridley,S.Forde(BethnalGreen) 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  Thomson 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 
Sadler,  CoL  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Seely,Capt.  J.E.B.(Isleof  Wight 
Simeon,  sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  James  Parker  (Lanarks. 
Smith,  Hon.  W.F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Stroyan,  John 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Tollemache.  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webb,  Colonel  William  George 
Welby,Lt..CoLA.CE(Taunton) 
Welby,Sir  Chas.  G.  E.  (Notts.) 
Whiteley,H.(Ashton  undLyne 
Willoughby  de  Eh>esl^,  Lord 
Wills,  Sir  Frederick 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.  H.  (Yorks) 
Wodehouse,RtHon.E.R.  (Bath 
Wolflf,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt  Hon.  George 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — Sir 
William  Wabx>nd  and  Mr. 
Anstruther. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,N  £.) 
Abraham,  Wm.  (Rhondda) 
AUen,Charles  P.(Glouc.,Stroud 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Asher,  Alexander 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Boland,  John 
Brigg,  John 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brown,Georffe  M.  ( Edinburgh) 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Burt,  Thomas 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Cawfey,  Frederick 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Craig,  Robert  Hunter 
Cullinan,  J. 

Davie8,M.Vaughan-(Cardigan) 
Delany,  William 
Dewar,  John  A.  (Invemess-sh. 
DocM^n,  P.  C. 
Du^»  William  J. 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
FarreU,  James  Patrick 
Fenwick,  Charles 


NOES. 

Ffrench,  Peter 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.)  ! 
Gilhooly,  James 
Grant,  Corrie 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Harcourt,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  William 
Hardie,J.Keir(MerthyrTydvil) 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hobhouse,  C.  E.H.  (Bristol,  E. 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jone9,DavidBryn  mor  ( S  w'ns 'a 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Langley,  Batty 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leese,  SirJosephF.(Accringt'n 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonndl,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 


Morgan,  J.  Lloyd(  Carmarthen 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Nolan,  Col.  JohnP.(Galway,N.) 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O*  Brien,Kendal(TipperaryM  id 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien.  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
0'Connor,James(Wicklow,W. 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'DonneU,  T.  Kerry,  W. 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'KeUy,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
O'  Kelly,  James(RoscommonN. 
O'Malley,  William  j 

O'Mara,  James 
CShaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Palmer,SirCharlesM.(Durham 
Philips,  John  Wynford 
Power,  Patrick  Josei^ 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Reid,SirR.Threshie(  Dumfries ) 
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Adjaurwrnent  of 


Riokett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Samuel.  S.  M.  (Whiteohajpel) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  a  ) 
Sheehati,  Daniel  Daniel 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Sullivan,  Donal 


{COMMONS} 

Thomas.Abel  (Carmarthen,E.y 
Thomas,  David  AlfrediMerthyr 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.  R.; 
Tully,  Jasper 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  JohnLawson(  Leeds,  S. ) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
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Wilson,Henry  J.(York,W.  R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Younff,  Samuel 
YoxalT,  James  Henry 

TiLUBRS     SOR      THE      NOB- 

Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  and 
Captain  SinoLaur. 


£ill  reported,  without  amendment; 
to  be  read  the  third  time  upon  Monday 
next. 

BUSINESS  OP  THE  HOUSE. 
The  parliamentary  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  TREASURY  (Sir  Wiluam 
Waleond,  Devonshire,  Tiverton),  on  the 
motion  for  adjournment,  said  that  Supply 
would  be  taken  on  the  following  day ; 


Army  Estimates  would  be  the  first  and 
Navy  Estimates  the  second  Order. 

In  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the 
House  of  the  22nd  day  of  this  instant 
July,  Mr/SPEAKEB  adjourned  the  House 
without  Question  put. 

Adjonmed  accordingly  at  twenty 
mmutes  after  Eight  o!  the  clock. 
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PUBLIC   BILLS 

DEALT   WITH    IN   VOLUME    XCVII. 

Those  marked  thus  *  are  Grovemment  Bills.  The  figures  in  parentheses  in 
the  last  column  relate  to  the  page  in  this  volume.  "  [h.l.]  "  following  the  title 
indicates  that  the  Bill  originated  m  the  Lords. 


(A.)    House  of  Lords. 


TiUe  of  Bill. 


Day    Industrial     Schools 

(Ireland)  [h.l.] 
Education  (Scotland) 

*Finance 

*Larceny 

Marine  Insurance  [h.l.] 

Outdoor  Relief  (Friendly 

Societies) 
Patent  Law   Amendment 

[H.L.] 
Plumbers'       Registration 

[H.L.] 

Royal  Declaration  [h.l.] 

Salmon  Fisheries  (Ire- 
land [fl.L.] 

Trawlers'  Certificates  Sus- 
pension [H.L.] 


Brought  In  by 


Earl  of  Mmth 


Margtiess  of  Salisbury 


Earl  of  Halshury 
Laid  Monkswell 
Earl  of  Dudley 
Lord  Glenesk 
Marquess  of  Salisbury 
Earl  of  Mayo 
Earl  of  Camperdotun 


Progreu. 

Committee,  Report,  16  July 

(551) 
Report,  11  July  (21) ;  Read  3« 

15  July  (397) 
Read  1»  18  July  (777) ;  Read 

2*23  July  (1254) 
Readl«23  July  (1295) 

Read  1«  12  July  (220) 

Third     Reading     (defeated) 

11  July  (5) 
Read  1«  19  July  (959) 

Read  1«  12  July  (220) 

Read  1"  19  July  (966) 
Read  2*  23  July  (1264) 
Read  P  19  July  (959) 

Report  22  July  (1105) 
Read  3«  23  July  (1295) 


(B.)    House  of  Commons. 


TiUe  of  BUI. 


^Agricultural  Rates  Act, 
1896,  etc.,  Continuance 

*Alkali,  &c.,  Works,  Regu- 
lation [h.l.1 

•Burial  Grounds  (Scotland) 

^Congested  Districts  Board 
(Ireland) 


Brought  in  by 


Mr.  Walter  Long 
Mr.  Walter  Long 
Mr,  A,  Graham  Mmray 
Mr,  Wyndhum 
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Progren. 

Read  1"  18  July  (859) 
Read  2^  22  July  (1219) 
Withdrawn  22  July  (1248) 
Read  2*'  15  July  (547) 
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(B.)    House  op  CJommons — ami. 


TtUe  of  BUL 


Contagious  and  Infectious 

Diseases  (Animals) 
*Dnmkards  [h.l.] 
♦Education  (No.  2) 


♦Finance 

♦Justices*  Jurisdiction 

(London)  [h.l.] 
♦Larceny 

♦Local    Government    (Ire- 
land) 

London      School      Board 
Elections 

London  Water 

Meat-marking  (Ireland) 
♦Militia  and  Yeomanry 

Peers  (Abolition  of  Privi- 
leges) 

Polling  Arrangements  (Par- 
liamentary    Boroughs) 

[ILL.] 

Polling  Districts  (County 
Councils)  [ill.] 
♦Prevention  of  Con'uption 
(No.  2)  [h.l.] 

Private    Legislation    Pro- 
cedure (Ireland) 

Kifle  Ranges 


Brcoght  in  by 


Shop  Clubs 


Jurisdiction 


♦Summary 

(Ireland) 
♦Trout    Fishinff      Annual 

Close  Time  (Scotland) 
Ulster  Custom 


Prognts. 


Mr,  Louis  Sinclair 

Mr.  Ritchie 
Sir  J.  Ghrst 


Mr,  J.  /T.  Lowther 

Mr.  Ritchie 

Sir  Robert  Finlay 

Mr.  JFyndham 

Dr.  Macnamara 

Sir  J.  Blundell  Maple 

Mr.  Field 

Mr.  Brodrick 

Mr.  Swift  Macnnll 

Mr.  Whitmore 

Mr.  fVhitmore 

Sir  Rohefi't  Finlay 

Mr.  Hempshill 

Mr.  C.  Allen 

Mr.  Harry  Samuel 

Mr.  Atkinson 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Muiray 

Mr.  W.  Moore 


Read  P  16  July  (601) 

Withdrawn  22  July  (1248) 

Committee  15  July  (453);  23 
July  (1354);  24  July 
(1432);  Report  24  July 
(1536) 

Considered  11  July  (123); 
Read  3*  17  July  (699) 

Read  1*  15  July  (452)  ;  With- 
drawn 23  July  (1427) 

Considered ;  Read  3**  22  July 
(1234) 

Read  P  23  July  (1352) 

Read  V  16  July  (601) 

Read  P  23  July  (1351) 
Committee,  18  July  (955) 
Read  2*  22  July  (1189) 
Read  P  17  July  (771) 

Read  P  15  July  (452) 


Read  P  15  July  (453) 

Withdrawn  23  July  (1428) 

Withdrawn  24  July  (1432) 

Read  P  23  July  (1352) 

19  July  (1006) 

Withdrawn  22  July  (1247) 

Withdrawn  22  July  (1247) 

Second  Reading.     (Deferred) 
18  July  (956) 
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HOUSE   OF    COMMONS.     SESSION  1901. 


List  of  Rules,  Orders,  &c.,  which  have  been  pre3ented  during  the  Session,  and 
are  required  by  Statute  to  lie  for  an  appointed  number  of  Days  upon  the  Table 
of  the  House. 

[ConiintuUion  of  List  given  in  preceding  Volume.'] 


Title  of  Paper. 

Date  from  which 
the  Period  ruus. 

Period  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

Army  (Volanteers),— Copy   of   Draft   of   a   Scheme 
relative  to   the   Efficiency  of   the   Volunteers   in 
sahstitution  for  the  Scheme  contained  in  Uer  late 
Majesty's  Order  in  Council,  dated  Slst  July  1880, 
as  amended  by  sabBequent  Orders  in  Council  [26 
and  27  Vic,  c.  65,  8.  11] 

19  July 

One  lunar  month 
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INDEX 


TO  THE 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES 

[AUTHORISED  EDITION]. 
NINTH    VOLUME    OF    SESSION    1901. 

JULY   ll^TULY  24. 


EXPLANATION  OF  ARRANGEMENT  AND  ABBREVIATIONS. 

Bills:  Read  First,  Second,  or  Third  Time  =  iB.,  2r.,  3R.  [c]  =  Commons.  [/.]= Lords. 
Amendt.  =  Amendment.  Os,  =  Observations.  Qs,  =  Questions.  As,  =  Answers. 
Com,  =  Committee.  Con.  =  Consideration.  Where  in  the  Index  *  is  added  with 
Reading  of  a  Bill,  or  a  Vote  in  Committee  of  Supply,  it  indicates  that  no  Debate  took 
place  on  that  Stage  of  the  Bill,  or  on  that  Vote.  Subjects  discussed  in  Committee 
of  Supply  are  entered  under  their  headings,  and  also  under  Members'  Names,  without 
reference  to  the  actual  Vote  before  the  Committee. 


Abercom,  Duke  of 

Land  Purchase— Land  Commission  Ad- 
ministration and  Procedure,  Ireland 
— Fry  Commission  Recommenda- 
tions, etc.,  July  11,  42,  69,  62. 

Select  Committee  propoeed,  JtUy  IS, 

778. 

Appointment  postponed  to  next 
Session,  July  2^2,  1105. 

Abraham,  Mr.  William  [Cork  Co.  N.E.] 
Fermoy  Urban  Difttriot  Council  Meetings, 
Alteration  of  Time  fixed  for.Vw/y^^, 
1129. 
Malicious  Injuries,  Claims  for  — Police 
furnishing  Kesults  of  Inquiries  to  Per- 
sons interested,  etc,  July  15^  447. 

Achonry 

Constabulary,   Royal    Irish,    Additional 
Force — Charge  on  Ratepayers 
Qs,  Mr.  O'Dowd,  Mr.  Flynn ;  As.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  22,  1127. 

Addresses 

Restored    Tele^phio    Addresses,    see 
Telegraph  Service. 

Admiralty 

First  Lordr—YaxX  of  Selbome. 
Secretary— Mx,  H.  0.  Amold-Forster. 
Citnl  Lord— Mr,  E.  G.  Pretyman. 
Controller's   Department— Work   of    the 
Department,  etc. 
0.  Earl  of  Selbome,  July  12,  242. 
Documents  of  not  sufficient  public  value 
to  justify  presentation — Schedule  Pre- 
senied,  July  22, 1081,  1111. 
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Admiralty — cont. 

Intelligence    Department,    Extension  of 
Powers 
Q,    Mr.  Yoxall;     A,     Mr.   Amold- 
Forster,  July  19,  993. 

Adulteration  of  Food  and  Drugs 

Board  of  Agriculture  Intelligenoe   Divi- 
sion— First  Report,  etc. 
Os.  Mr.  Lambert,  July  16,  667  ;    Mr. 
Hanbury,  684. 

Africa*  Central 

British    Protectorate,  Vote  for,  July  19, 
1047. 

Africa,  East 

British  Protectorate 

Amalgamating    with    Uganda    Pro- 
tectorate, proposed 
0,  Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  19,  1048. 

Expenditure —  Criticism   of   Foreign 
Office  Admmistration 

Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  July 
19,  1025. 

Vow  for,  July  19,  1047. 
Slave  Trade,  see  Zanzibar. 
Uganda,  see  that  title. 

Africa,  Sonth 

British  Population,  Establishing  in  South 
Africa — Immi^ation  of  Loyalists 
from  Great  Britain 
Q,  Mr.  Labouohere ;  A,  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, JiUy  18,  815 ;  Q,  Mr.  W. 
Redmond  ;  A,  Mr.  J.  JCbam' 
July  19,  989.Digitized  by  VjO( 
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Africa.  Qoutii—coni. 

Burtrher  Police  Corpi,  Composition  of 
Q,  Mr.  C.  P.  Scott;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
JtUy  19,  990. 
Milner,  Lord— Date  of  Return 

Q.  Mr.  Flavin  ;  -4.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
July  18,  817. 
Transvaal,  Orange  River  Colony,  etc.,  see 
those  titles. 

Aged  Deserving  Poor 

Treatment   of  —  Circular   to  Boards  of 
GuardianH 
Os,  Mr.  J.  Pease,  Julv  16.  664 ;  Mr. 
Broadhurst,  666;   Mr.   W.    Long, 
657. 

Agricnltnral  Edacation 

Inadequate  Provisions— Comparisons  with 
other  Countries,  etc 
Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  July  16, 
674,  676,  678,  679,  684,  693. 
•Wales— Agricultural    Education  in  con- 
necUon  with  University  CoUege  of 
North  Wales 
0.  Mr.  H.  Roberts,  July  16,  678. 

Agricultural     Bates     Act,    1896,    Con- 
tinuance  Bill 
c.  Intro,  and  iR.,  July  18,  859,  873. 
Petition,  July  23, 1320,  1431. 

"  Renewal  ^,      ^    , .,,      a 

Qs,  Mr.   Lambert,  Mr.   CoghiU ;  As. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  July  11,  121. 

^  Agricultural  Bates  Congested  Districts 
and  Burgh  Land  Tax  Belief  (Scot- 
land) Act 
Continuance 

Petitions,  July  11,  69 ;  July  15,  415  ; 

July  19,  987. 
Statement  (Mr.  W.  Long),  July  18, 
863. 


Agriculture 

Ireland,  see  that  title 
State  Experimental  Farms 

0.  Mr.  H.  Hobhouse,  July  16,  675. 

Agriculture,  Board  of 

President— ^t.  Hon.  R.  W.  Han- 
bury. 
Administration 

Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  July  16, 
666  (for  details  see  their  titles, 
such  as  Adulteration  of  Food  and 
Drugs,  Swine  Fever,  Milk  Stan- 
dard, etc) 
Agricultural  Instruction  —  Di^'ision  of 
Duties  between  the  Board  of 
Education  and  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture 
0.  Mr.  H.  Hobhouse,  July  16,  675. 

Diflfufion  of  Intelligence 

Os.  Mr.    H.    Roberts,   July  16,  679 ; 
Mr.  Hanbury,  690. 
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Agricultural,  Board  of— ccn^. 

Intelligence  Division  —  Carrying  out  of 
the    Food  and  Drugs  Adulteration 
Act,  etc 
Os.  Mr.  Lambert,  July  16,  667 ;  Mr. 
Hanbury,  684 
Vote  for  Salaries  and  Expenses,  July  16, 
665. 

Aire  and  Calder  Hayigation  Bill 

c.  3r.»  July  11,  67. 

I.  Commons  Amendts.*  July  12,  218. 

Aitchison,  Mr. 

New  Grovemment  Buildings,   Modekof, 
proposed— Mr.     Aitchison's    letter 
to  the  "Times." 
Debate  (Lords),  July  16,  551. 

Albion  Steam  Coal  Company  Bill 
c.  Report/  July  16,  574. 
Con.*  July  iS3,  1318. 

Aldershot 

Insane  Soldier,  Treatment  of— Coroner's 
Remarks,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill;  A.  Lord  Stan- 
ley, July  15, 422. 

Aldershot  Oas  and  Water  Bill 

/.  Zu.*  July  11,2. 

c.  Lords  Amendts.*  July  17,  697. 

Algeciras  Bay 

French  Warships,     Night  Visits  during 
stay    of    Mediterranean  Fleet  »t 
Gibraltar,  alleged 
Q.  Mr.  Harmsworth  ;  A.  Mr.  ArnoW- 
Forster,  July  19,  993. 

Aliens 

Pauper  Aliens  in  East  London,  Increase 
of— Legislation  proposed 
Q,    Mr.  T.   Dewar;   A.    Mr.   Long, 
July  19,  997. 

AiVfl.li,  etc.,  Works  Begnlation  Bill 
c.  2R.,  July  S^,  1219 


Petitions,  July  11,  69 ;  July  IB,  250; 
July  15,  416  ;  July  16,  bib  ;  Julyh. 
697  ;  July  18,  812  ;  July  19, 987 ;  M 
23,  132U. 

Allen,  Mr.  C.  P.  [Gloucester,  Stroud] 

Malta— Government   Granaries,  Reecrre 

Stock,  July  16,  582. 
Mediterranean  Fleet— Provision  of  Auxi- 
liaries, July  16, 582. 

Ambrose,  Dr.  B.  [Mayo,  W.] 

Financial  Relations  between  England  and 
Ireland,  Over-Taxation  of  Ireland, /wjf 
18,  916. 

America 

see  United  States. 

Ammnnition  —  j 

Navy,  see  tbat  titk.^Og^^ 
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[Anc— Arm 


AncasteTi  Earl  of 

Office  of  Lord  Great  Chamberlain— Peti- 
tion Presented  and  Referred  to  CJom- 
mittee  for  Privileges,  Jttly  18,  774. 

Annat 

Pier  or  Boatelip,  Erection  of— Proposed 
Grant 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
July  16,  589.  ^ 

An8<m,  Sir  W.  E.  [Oxford  University] 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com,,  July  28. 
1^5;  July  24,  1U9,  »         ^      ' 

Anthrax  Outbreaks 

O.  Mr.  Lambert*  f/w/y  16,  669. 

Architects 

Public  Buildingd— Remuneration,  etc. 
Q.     Mr.     H.    Lewis;     A.     Mr.     A. 
Chamberlain,  July  18,  842. 

Architecture  of  Government  Buildings 

^«w  Buildings  in  Parliament  Street  and 
Whitehall,  see  Government  Offices. 

Armenia 

Disturbances  by  Kurds— Representations 
to  Turkey,  etc. 
C.  Mr.  Flynnj  A,  Vise.   Cranbome, 
July  19,  995. 

Army 

Secretary  of  State^m.  Hon.  St.  John 

Brudrick 
Ufuier  Secretary— Lord  Raglan 
Financial  Secretary— Lord  Stanley. 

Africa,  South— Permanent  Garrison  after 
the  War 

Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  725. 
Aldershot,  see  that  title. 
Cavalry 

Establishments,  Efficiency,  etc 
Debate  (Lords),  Jvly  15,  360. 
Horses,  see  that  title. 
Officers,  Seconding 

Os   Lord  fleneage,  July  15,  361 ; 
Lord  Raglan,  366. 

Channellslands— Regular  Troops,  aUeced 
withdrawal  ^ 

^•r^?P^;o^,^^'  ^-  ^'-  Brodrick, 
July  19,  991.  * 

Coaling  Stations,  see  that  title. 

Fees  for    Officers'  Sons  entering  Royal 
MUitary  Schools  *       ^ 

^■i>^5*.r'*'?P,*^y»*^^e^;  ^.  Mr. 

Brodnck,  July  22,  1115. 
HaulbowUne    Ordnance    Department  — 

Labourers*  Wages 
0.  Capt.  Donelan;  A,  Lord  Stanley. 

July  11^  8L  •^* 

Horses,  see  that  title. 
India,  see  that  title. 

Insane  Soldier,  Treatment  of-Coroner's 
Remarks 
0.  Mr.  S^  MacNeOl;  A,  Lord  Stan- 
ley, July  15,  ^SSL 


Aimj—cont. 

Malta— Reserve   Stocks   in  Government 
Granaries 
Q.  Mr.  Allen ;  A.  Lord  Stanley,  July 
16,  582. 

Manoeuvres 

Autumn  Manoeuvres,  Preparations  for 
Q.  Mr.  B.  Langley ;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick, July  23,  1324. 

Roads,  Traffic  on— Compensation  for 
Damage 
Q,  Lord  E.  Fitzmaurice ;  -4.  Lord 
Stanley,  July  15,  421. 

Medical  Department 

Irish  Graduates,  Number  of,  etc. 

e.  Mr.  S.  Young ;  A,  Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  July  19,  991. 

Royal  Commission 

Ireland— Inadequate  Representa- 
tion 
e.  Mr.  T.    M.    Healy;    A. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  July  18, 
822.  ^ 

Thompson,  Sir  W.,  Appointment 
of 
Q.   Mr.  T.    M.    Healy;  A, 
Mr.     Brodrick,    July   19^ 
991. 


Military   Training 
title. 


of    Boys,    see   that 


Militia,  see  that  title. 

Pay,   Stoppages    from  — Cavabry   Regi- 
ments  ^ 

0,  Lord  Heneage,  July  15,  364. 

Pensions— Case  of  S.  Crondron 

Q,  Mr.  S.  MacNeill  ;  A,  Lord  Stan- 
ley, July  15,  422. 

Promotions   from    the    Ranks  —  South 
African    War,     Number  of    Pro- 
motions 
Q.  Mr.  T.  Dewar;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  19,  990. 

Reform  and  Reorganisation  Proposals 
Cavalry  Establishments 

Debate  (Lords),  July  15,  360. 
Mounted    Rifles,    Training— Foreign 
Service  for  Imperial  Yeomanry, 

e.  Sir   E.  Lees ;  A.  Mr.   Brod- 
rick, July  22, 1116. 

Paper  by  Secretary  of  State  laying 
down  Requirements  Presented! 
July  18,  ni,  814. 

Stanhope's,  Mr.,  Memorandum  (1891) 
on  Requirements  from  the 
Army — Bearing  of,  on  new 
Army  Scheme,  etc 
G-  Mr.  A.  Lee ;  -4.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  23,  1326. 

Remounts,  see  title  Horses— Army. 
Rifle  Ranges,  see  that  title. 

Scouting  V.  Shock-tactics— Lesflions  of  the 

South  African  War      i  -.OOoTp 

0.  Capt  Norton,  July  22^^:0^ 

3  N  2  [cont. 
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Army — cont. 

Tower  of  London—Free  admission  for 
Soldiers 
Q,  Mr.  T.  Dewar;  A,  Lord  Stanley, 

July  18,  824. 

Warrant  Officers  attaining  Rank  before 
completing  18  years  service— Grood 
Conduct  Medal 
Q,  Gen.  Laurie;   A,   Lord  Stanley, 
July  16,  582. 

Amold-Forster,  Mr.    H.    0*— Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty  (Belfast,  W.) 

Ammunition,  Supply  of,  etc.,  July  16, 
427. 

China— Naval  Promotions,  Delay  in  Con- 
ferring on  Marines,  JtUy  15,  426. 

Dockyards  —  Machinery,  Modemisation 
of,  July  11,  85. 

<*  Dreadnought,''H.  M.  S.— Replacing  Guns, 
Cost  incurred,  etc.,  July  11,  85. 

Electrical  Machinery  for   Gun   Turrets, 

etc.,  July  15,  4^1. 
Intelligence  Department  of  the  Admiralty 

—Proposed  extension  of  Powers,  July 

19,  994. 

Manoeuvres  —  Gunnery  and  Torpedo 
Lieutenants —Exemption  from  Watch- 
keeping  Duty,  July  ^;:?,  1117. 

Mediterranean  Fleet 

Algeciras    Bay  —  Visits  of    French 

Warships  by  Night,  alleged,  July 

19,  993. 
Auxiliaries,    Provision  of,   July  16, 

583. 

Hospital  Ship 
"  Maine,"  July  11,  8a 

Roman  Catholic  Chaplain,  July  15, 
426. 
Mail  Delays  at  Gibraltar,  July  16, 

583  ;  July  19,  993. 
Torpedo  Boat  Destroyers— Additional 
Destroyers,  July  15,  427 ;  July  19, 
994. 
White's,  Mr.  Arnold,  Letter,  July  11, 
83. 
*' Skate"  and  "SunBsh,"  H.M.8.— Com- 
pletion of  Repairs,  J^M/y  ^J?,  1116. 
Transport  Service— Number  of  Transports 
on  Time  Charter— Return,  etc. 
825. 
Turbine  Engines,  Adoption  of— Trials  with 

"  Viper,"  etc.,  July  11,  86. 
Ventilation  in  War  Ships— Improvements, 

etc,  July  ^^,  1117. 
Victualling,  Improvement  of,  July  11,  84. 
Wireless  Telegraphy— Installation  of  Mar- 
coni System,  Signer  Marconi's  Offer  to 
the  Admiralty,  July  22, 1117. 

Arsenical  Beer 

Interim  Report  of  Royal  Commission 
Q,  Mr.  Purvis ;   A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
July  12,  263. 
Report  Presented,  July  19,  959,  988. 


Transports 
c,  July  18, 


Art 


Fine  Arts  Commission,  Appointment  of, 
proposed 
Motion  (Lord    Stanmore),  July   22, 
1082. 

Relation  of  the  State  to  Art 

Ot.  Lord  Stanmore,  July  22,  1091 ; 
Marquess  of  Salisbury,  1098  ;  Earl 
of  Wemyss,  1102. 

Ashbourne,  Lord —  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ire- 
land 

Land  Purchase  and  Land  Commission 
Administration,  Ireland— Fry  Commis- 
sion Recommendations,  July  11,  55,  63, 
64  ;  July  15,  368. 

Select  Committee  proposed,  July  18, 

785. 


Asiatic  Bailways 

Position  of  Great  Britain 
O.  Lord  E.  Fitzmaurioe,  July  19,  1018. 

Asanith,  Bight  Hon.  H.  H.  [Fife,  E.] 

Busines'S  of  the  House,  Winding-up 
Business  of  the  Session  —  Inhmot 
Evils  in  present  system  of  Proeedurp, 
Application  of  Closure,  etc.,  July  22, 
1170. 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com,  July  2$, 
1374,  1421, 1423,  1424. 

Evening  Continuation  Schools  ReinilA- 
tions  —  Board  of  Education  Minute, 
Opportunity  for  Discussion,  July  2S, 
1350. 

Atherley-Jones,  Mr.  L.  [Durham,  N.W.] 
Finance  Bill,  Com.  July  11,  130. 

Atkinson,    Bight    Hon.     J.,     Attorney- 

General  for  Ireland  [Londonderry,  N.) 

Cork  Assizes — Roman  Catholic  Jorors 
Challenged,  Jtily  23, 1341. 

County  Courts  (Ireland)  Bill— Belfast 
Chamber  of  Commerce  Kesolution 
against  Omission  of  Clauses,  July  SS, 
1344. 

Dalkey,  Establishment  of  Revision  Court 
at,  July  23,  1345. 

Lloyd,  Mr.,  Resident  Magistrate — Taking 
Depositions  verbatim,  etc.,  July  2i, 
1132. 

Malicious  Burning 

Clanricarde  Estate  —  Prosecution  of 
Murphy  for  Perjury,  etc.,  July  IS, 
850. 

Compensation  Claim  at  Longfarea— 
Case  of  John  Cooley,  JtUy  22, 1132. 

Malicious  Injuries,  Claims  for — ^Ezemp- 
vis*  tions,  July  15,  447. 

Sligo,  Co.  —  County  Court  Appeals, 
Number  since  1896,  etc,  July  12,  m 

Trew,  Mr.,  Trial  of,  at  Belfast— Notice 
of  Orange  Service,  proposed  change  of 
Venue,  etc,  July  11, 109. 
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Atkinson,  Bt.  Hon.  J,—cont 
Walsh,  Mr.  P.  F.,  Trial  of 

Bashe,  Mr.  8. — Retaining  as  special 
Counsel  for  the  Crown,  July  13, 
261 ;  July  16,  597  ;  July  IS,  851. 

Change  of  Venue,  July  15, 448. 

Waterford  Assizes  —  Summoning  Jurors 
when  there  is  no  Case  for  Trial,  July 
12,  261. 

"Wexford  County  Surveyor  —  Alleged 
over-payment  for  Clerk  and  Ofl&ce,  July 
1£,  262. 

Attorney-General 

Rt.  Hon.  Sir  R,  FinUy. 

AttomeyQeneral  for  Ireland 
Rt.  Hon.  J.  Atkinson 

Australasia 

Cape  to  Australia  Cahle,  see  that  title. 

Governor-General — Salary 

Q.   Earl  of  Carrington  ;  A,  Earl  of 
Onslow,  July  23,  1295. 
{for  particular  Colonies,  see  their  names). 

Austria-Hnngary 

Trade  Report  Presented,  July  19,  959. 

Aylesbury 

Female  Convict  Prison  Stafif— Change  in 
Personnel  and  Duties,  etc. 
Q,  Mr.  J.   Burns;    A,  Mr.   Ritchie, 
July  18,  830. 

Bacon 

American  Bacon,  Sale  of,  for  English  and 
Irish— Prosecutions     under     Mer- 
chandise Marks  Act 
O,  Mr.  Lamhert,  July  16,  667. 

Baden-Powell's  Police 

see  South  African  Constabulary. 

Bagdad  Railway 

Failure  of  British  Diplomatic  Action 
O.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  July  19,  1009. 

Bain,  Mr.  J.  B.  [Cumberland,  Egremont] 

Local  Grovemment  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  7)  Bill,  Con.,  July  IS,  809. 

Balcarres,  Lord  [Lancashire,  Chorley] 

Irish  Grold  Ornaments  in  Britieh  Museum 
— Restoring  to  Ireland,  July  16,  596; 
July  19,  1005. 

National  Gallery  (Ireland),  Expenditure 
on,  Value  of  the  Collection  of  Pictures, 
etc., /M/y;?;.^  1236. 

Parliament  Street  Grovemment  Offices, 
the  late  Mr.  Brydon's  Design  for — 
Disposal  of  Balance  of  Architect's 
Fees,  July  23,  1336. 

Queen  Victoria  Memorial,  Public  Exhi- 
bition of  Design,  July  22, 1120. 

Westminster  Abbey,  Preparations  for 
Coronation  Ceremony,  July  SS,  1120 
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Balfour,  Et.  Hon.  A.  J.— First   Lord  of  the 
Treasury  [Manchester,  W.] 

Agricultural  Rates  Act,  1896,  etc.,  Con- 
tinuance   Bill,    July  11,  121  ;  Intro., 

July  18,  SO^ 

Army  Medical  Service — Royal  Commis- 
sion, Representation  of  Ireland  on, 
July  18,  823. 

Beer,  Arsenic  in—  Interim  Report  of 
Royal  Commission,  July  12,  263. 

Business  of  the  House 

Course  of  Business,  July  11,  122  ; 
July  15,  452  ;  July  16,  600 ;  July 
18,  859 ;  J^dy  19,  1005. 

Mismanagement  of  Government  Busi- 
ness, afieged — Attack  on  Mr.  Bal- 
four as  Leader  of  the  House,  Jidy 
22,  1140  —  Mr.  Balfour's  Reply, 
1173. 

Winding  up  the  Business  of  the  Ses- 
sion—Statement and  Motion,  July 
^^,1136,1173. 

Chairman  of  Committtes— Deputy  Chair- 
man's Limited  Powers,  Education  (No. 
2)  Bill  discussion,  July  15,  529. 

Cork  and  Fermoy  Railway,  Construction 
of— Alternative  Scheme,  July  11,  107  ; 
July  18,  856. 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com,,  July  15, 
483,  492,  494,  495  ;  July  23,  1358,  1426  ; 
July  2It,  1446.  1447,  1448.  1451,  1462, 
1466.  1473,  1475, 1478,  1489,  1491,  1499, 
1500. 

Evening  Continuation  Schools  Regula- 
tions —  Board  of  Education  Minute, 
Opportunity  for  Discussion,  July  23, 
1349,  1350. 

Finance  Business  of  the  House— Supply 

Education  Vote  not  bein^  taken  as  a 
First  Order  on  some  night  during 
the  Session  —  Precedent  Jtdy  23, 
1351. 

Irish  Votes,  July  2^,  1134. 

Local  Government  Board  Vote,  July 

12,  263. 
Postal  Telegraph  Vote,  July  18,  859. 

Scottish  Estimates,  July  11,  121  ; 
July  16,  599  ;  July  18,  859. 

Food — National  Food  Supply  in  case  of 
War,  Proposed  Inquiry,  July  iJ,  451. 

Gold  Ornaments  in  British  Museum— Re- 
storing to  Ireland,  July  16, 1004,  1005. 

Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway 
BUI,  Con.,  July  23,  1304,  1305. 

Indian    Budget — Date   of    taking,    etc., 

July  16,  600. 

Light  Railways  Bill — Date  of  Second 
Reading,  July  18,  858. 

Municipal  Trading,  Select  Committee  of 
Inquiry  on— Re-appointment,  July  22, 
1135. 

Peers  (Abolition  of  Privileges)  Bill  — 
Facilities  for  passing,  July  22,  1135. 

[cofU. 
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Bftlfour,  Bt.  Hon.  A.  J.—cont 

Peers,  Trial  for  Felony  before  the  House 

of  Lords— Abolition  of  Privilege,  July 

;05,  1346. 
Sittings   of    the   House  —  Commencing 

earlier  in  the  day,  proposed,  July  15, 

451. 
Teachers,  Dismissal  of —Right  of  Appeal, 

Date  of  Introducing  Bill,  Jnly  16,  451. 

Balfour,  Bt.  Hon.  O.  Vf.— President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  [Leeds,  Central] 

Chelsea  Electricity  Sopply  Company, 
Change  of  Pressure — Increasing  Price 
for  Current,  etc,  July  12,  255. 

Cheque  Bank  Liquidation,  Progress  of, 
etc.,  July  ^^,  1120. 

Cigarette  Frauds— Prosecution  by  Board 
of  Trade,  proposed,  Jtdy  16,  586. 

Factories,  British,  Removal  to  United 
States,  July  28,  1331. 

Fisheries,  Departmental  Committee,  Ap- 
pointments of,  July  16,  586. 

Gas  Light  and  Coke  Companjr,  Over- 
charging Mr.  Rubenstein— Taking  Case 
before  Criminal  Court,  etc,  July  11, 
94. 

Ireland 

Light  Railways — Names  of  Persons 

receiving  grants,  July  15,  450. 
Lights  Board— Case  of  H.  Williams, 
Jtdy  11,  119. 

M*Combie,  Captain,  Dismissal  by 
Commissioners  of  Irish  Lights,  etc, 
Jidy  IS,  263. 

Maiden  Lishts,  Improvement  of— 
Belfast  Harbour,  Commissioners' 
Suggestion,  July  23,  1332. 

Lights  and  Lighthouses 

Communication  with  the  Shore  — 
Adoption  of  Wireless  Telegraphy, 
July  11,  93. 

Wigham's,  Mr.,  Light,  Adoption  of, 
July  23,  1332. 

Merchant  Shipping 

Cargoes  —  Foreign  Vessels  leaving 
British  Ports,  etc.,  July  11,  95. 

Certificated  Officers— Vessele  flying 
the  British  Flag  trading  between 
Foreign  Ports,  July  11,  93. 

Committee  of  Inquiry— Representa- 
tion of  Seamen  on,  etc.,  July  23, 
1331. 

**Eurydice"  — Death  of  R.  Power, 
Proposed  Inquiry,  July  18,  832. 

Manning,  Number  of  Apprentices 
carri^  in  proportion  to  Crew— Case 
of  "  Primrose  Hill,"  Jidy  19,  997. 

**Mayfield,"  Insufficient  Rations- 
Compensation  Claims,  etc,  Jtdy  15, 
433,  434. 

Signalling- Morse  System  of  Night 
Signalling,    Training  Officers   and 

►  Men,  proposed,  July  16,  589. 
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Balfour.  Bt.  Hon.  Q.  W.—cotU. 

Railway    Race    between    London 


of, 


and 

proposed, 


Scotland,     Prohibition 
July  11,  95. 
Railways 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway 
Engine  Explosion  at  Knottingly, 
Report  of   Inquiry,    Jtdy  16, 
587. 
Goods  Trains,  Length  of,  July  16, 
588. 
Lifiht    Railways— Advances,     Num- 
ber applied  for,  etc,  July  IQ,  586 
Wick  and  Lybster  Li^ht  Railway- 
Dispute  as  to  Acquisition  of  Land, 
etc.,  Jtdy  16,  587. 

Scotland 

Seaforth  MQitia  Return— Inadequate 

Steamer  Accommodation  to  Stomo- 

way,  etc.,  Jtdy  19,  992. 

Stomoway    Mail    Steamer    Service, 

"  Clydesdale,"  July  19,  996. 

Date   of  last  Survey,   Jtdy  18, 

833. 
Manning     of— Stomoway    Mail 
Service  Delays,  July  23, 1333. 
Willesden  Goods  Yard  FataUties,  July  12, 
225. 

Balfour  of  Burleigh,  Loid—Secretary  for 
Scotland. 
Glasgow    Corporation     (Tramways    and 
Greneral)  Oitier  Confirmation  Bill,  3b., 
July  23,  1250. 

BallinaldU 


Scheduling     Congested      Districts      in 
Proximity    to     Grazing    Farms- 
Legislation 
Q.  Col.   Nolan ;  A.  Mr.    Wyndham, 
Jtdy  23, 1345. 

Ballymote 

Meetings,  Police  Interference — Summary 
Judicial  Proceedings 
Qs.   Mr.  O'Dowd,  Mr.  J.  Redmond; 
As.  Mr.  Wyndham,  July  23, 1342. 

BallyshaimoiL 

Post  Office— New  Building  proposed 
Q.     Mr.    S.   MacNeill;   A,   Mr.   A. 
Chamberlain,,  Jtdy  15, 450. 

BaUyraaghan 

Telegraph  Service  to  New  Quay— Delay 
in  establishing 
Q.   Mr.  W.   Redmond;  A,    Mr.  A 
Chamberlain,  Jtdy  18,  858. 

Baltinglass 

Post  Office  changing  to  Head  Office  pro- 
posed ,     ^ 
Q.    Mr.    J.    O'Connor ;   A.   Bir.  A. 
Chamberlain,  July  15,  449. 
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Bangor 

University  College— Agricultural  Edaca- 
tion 
0.  Mr.  H.  Roberta,  JiUy  16,  678. 

Barbadoes 

Annual  Report  Preeented,  July  11, 4. 

Barbour,  Sir  D. 

Ireland — Financial  Relations 
Debate,  July  18,  906,  932. 

Report  on  the  Financial  Condition  of  the 
Transvaal  and  Orange  River  Colony, 
see  Transvaal. 

Barotzeland 

Rising  of  Natives,  etc,  alleged 

Q.  Mr.  Schwann ;  A,  Mr.   J.  Cham- 
berlain, July  11,  88. 

Barranqailla 

Trade  Report  Presented,  July  18,  776. 

Barrow-inFumess  Corporation  Bill 
c.  Report,*  July  12,  249. 

Barry,  Mr.  R  [Cork  Co.,  S.] 

Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway 
Bill,  Com,  July  23,  1309. 

Barry  Bailway  Bill 

/.  Report,*  July  11, 1. 
311.*  July  15,  358. 

Barry  Range 

Guns  ~  Supply  of  Breech-loading  Guns, 
etc 
Q,  SirT.  Doxford;  A,  Lord  Stanley, 
July  18,  822. 

Bartley,  Mr.  O.  C  T.  [Islington,  N.] 

Cheque  Bank  Liquidation,  Progress  of, 
etc.,  JiUy  22, 1120. 

Education  —  Secondary  Schools— Return 
proposed,  July  11,  102, 103. 

Finance  Bill,  3a,  July  17,  736. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes— Term 
for  the  re-payment  of  Loans,  etc.,  Jtdy 
16,  618. 

Income  Tax  —  Incidence  of  Taxation, 
Etfect  of  Death  Duties  on  the  propor- 
tion of  Income  Tax  paid  by  the  wealthy 
classes,  July  17,  736. 

South  African  War — Concentration  Camps 
Committee  of  Inquiry,  Extension  to 
Inquire  into  Condition,  etc,  of  Loyal 
Refugees,  July  28,  1322. 

Telephone  Service,  London— Date  of  Com- 
mencing Business,  July  15, 436. 

Bayley,  Mr.  T.  [Derbyshire,  Chesterfield] 

Zanzibar  and  Pemba  Slave  Trade,  Sup- 
pression of,  July  19,  1040. 

Beach,  Bt.  Hon.,  Sir  M.  Hicks— CAance/Zor 
of  the  Exchequer  [Bristol  W.] 

Budget  Surpluses — Appropriation,  July 
15,  431. 
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Beach,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  Hicks— con^. 

China— Cost  of  British  Military  Expedi- 
tion, t/w/y  ;^^,  1119. 

Coal  Producing  Districts — Letting  Unde- 
veloped Areas,  Prevention  of,  July  22, 
1119. 

Finance  Bill,  Con,  (Coal).  July  11,  129, 
131,  134,  144,  145,  147,  149,  161,  162, 166, 
168,  174,  176,  177,  183,  185,  186,  187, 
191,  216;  (Tobacco),  199;  (Income 
Tax),  206,  212;  3R.  (War  Expendi- 
ture, etc.),  July  17,  705,  744,  769,  760, 
762. 

Income  Tax 

Abatements-Estimated  Amount  liable 
to  be  claimed  and  Amount  paid, 
July22,n\9. 

StatiBtics  —  Number  of  Persons  pay- 
ing Tax,  etc.,  July  11,  90. 

Ireland 

Crown  quit  Rents,  Investment  of  Re- 
demption Money,  July  11, 119. 

Financial  Relations  between  England 
and  Ireland— Over-taxation  of  Ire- 
land, alleged,  July  18,  893,  9.36,  937. 

Louth  Estate,  L^acy  to  the  Crown— 
Bailiffs  Pay,  July  11,  118. 

Post  Office  Savings  Bank,  Balance  Sheet 
for  1900  —  Excess  of  Liability  over 
Assets,  etc.,  July  15,  430. 

South  African  War  Medals,  Number 
struck  with  Date  1899—1900,  etc.,  July 
18,809, 

Sugar  Duty— Chutney,  alleged  overcharge 
of  Duty,  July  15,  431,  432. 

Beauchamp,  Earl 

South  African  War — Number  of  Boer 
Forces  before  the  War,  Intelligence 
Department  Report,  Distribution  of 
Copies,  July  12,  247. 

Beer 

Arsenic  in 

Interim  Report  of  Royal  Commission 
Q.  Mr.   Purvis;  A,    Mr.   A.   J. 
Balfour,  July  12,  263. 

Report  Presented,  July  19,  959,  988. 

Belfast 

County  Courts  (Ireland)  Bill— Chamber 
of  Commerce   Resolution   against 
Omission  of  Clauses 
Q,  Mr.  W.  Johnston ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, July  23,  1343. 

Grocers  and  Off-Licences,  Number  granted, 
etc. — Return  Presented,  July  15,  416. 

Post   Office— Telegraphists'    Grievances, 
FemaleSupervisor  searching  pockets 
for  missing  purse 
Q,  Mr.  P.  O^rien  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, Jw/y  ii,  116. 

Queen's  College — Medical  Professorships, 
Appointments    limited    to    seven 
years 
Q,  Mr.  Macartney;  A,  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  July  19, 1000. 

\amt. 
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Belfkst— c(m^ 

Roman  Catholic  Cattle  Droven,  Attack  on 
Q.  Mr.   Dillon;   A,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  23, 1127. 

Trew,  Mr.,  Trial  of— Notice  of   Orange 
Service,  Proposed  change  of  venae 
Qs.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  Mr.   T.  W. 
Ru»8ell ;  As,  Mr.  Atkinson,  July  11,  t 
109.  I 

Valnation   Lists— Re-valnation,  Pnhlica-  i 
tion  of  Lists,  etc.  ; 

Q,   Mr.   Field ;   A.    Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  18,  844. 

Belfast  Harbonr  Bill 

e.  Report*  July  19,  986.  i 

Zn,*  July  ^4,  UdO. 

Belfast  and  Oo.  Down  Railway  Oompany  | 
Constiuction  of  Line  from  Castle wellan 
to  Newcastle 
Q,  Mr.  Dillon ;  A.   Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  11,  103. 

BelflEtst  and  Northern  Counties  Railway 
Bill 

/.  IfL*  July  11,X 
2R.*  July  18, 175. 

Bell,  Mr.  B.  [Derhy] 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway 

EoKine  Explosion  at   Knottingley— 
Report  01  Inquiry,  July  16,  587. 

Croods  Trains,  Length   of,  JtUy  16, 
588. 

London  and  North- Western  Railway 
Company — Dismissal  of  Employees  for 
giving  Evidence  in  Courts  of  Justice, 
etc.,  July  12,  264. 

Railway  Bace  between  London  and  Scot' 
land,  Prohibition  of,  proposed,  July  Ih 
94. 

South  African  War— Widows  and  Or- 
phans of  Deceased  Soldiers,  Total 
Number,  July  11,  79. 

Willesden  Goods  Yard— Fatalities, /w/y, 
ij^,  265. 

Bethlem  Hospital  Bill 
c.  Report,*  July  23,  1319. 

Betting 

Public  Betting— Select  Committee  of  In- 
quiry, Evidence,  etc.,  to  be  Printed, 
July  16,  550. 

Report  of  Committee,  with  Minutes  of 
Evidence,  Presented,  July  22, 1080. 


T. 


Bexley  Tramways  Bill 

c.  Lords  Amend  ts.*  July  15,  414, 

Bhowna^ee,  Sir  M.  M.  [Bethnal  Green, 

British  Indian  Subjects  in  Transvaal  and 
Orange  River  Colony— Repeal  of  Boer 
Regulations,  propoeea,  July  18,  814. 
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Bhownairgree,  iSir  M.  yL.—<:ont. 
India 

Rainfall,    Official    Reports  —  Crop 
Prospects,  etc.,  July  18,  827. 

University   graduates,  CrovemmeDt 

Scholarships  awarded  to— Scbolsr- 

ships   for    Technical  Instmctioii, 
etc.,  JtUy  15,  429. 

Sugar  Import  Duty  —  Chutney,  Over- 
charge of  Duty,  July  15,  431,  432. 

Bideford  and  Clovelly  Railway  (Abandon- 
ment) Bill 
c.  3  R.*  July  16,  574. 

I  Biggleswade  Water  Board  Bill 

/.  2  R.*  July  11,  2. 
I  Report,*  July  22, 1077. 

j  Bignold,  Mr.  A.  [Wick  Burghs] 

Woodstock  Demesne,  Lease  of,  to  Thomas 
Redington  —  Inqiiry   into.    False  De- 
I  scription  of  Lessee,  July  23,  1338. 

'  Bill,  Mr.  C.  [Staffordshire,  Leek] 

South  African  War —  Militia  Officers 
Battalions  under-officered,  July  15, 421. 

Bills 

Non- contentious  Measures,  definition  of 
O,  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman,  July 
18,  ^M. 

Parliamentary  Procedure  as  to  Introdac* 
tion  of  Bill,  etc.,  see  title  Parliamentaiy 
Procedure. 

Winding  up  the  Business  of  the  Session 
Statement  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour),  July 
22,  1136. 

Bingley  Urban  District  Council  Bill 

/.  3R.*t7i%i5,  358. 

c.  Lords  Amend  ts.*  July  19,  983. 

Birmingham 

Telephone  Service   between  Shrewsbuij 
and  Birmingham 
Q.  Mr.  Greene;  A,  Mr.  A.  Chamber- 
lain, July  18,  839. 

Black,  Mr.  A-  W.  [Banffshire] 
Finance  Bill,  Con.,  July  11, 155. 
King's  Title— Scotch  Claims,    July  15, 

4&. 
South  African  War,  Peace  Nefi:otiaticn» 
— Communications  between  Lord  Kit- 
chener and    Greneral   Botha,    July  lU 
77. 

Blackburn  Corporation  Bill 

/.  Report,*  July  19,  958. 

Blackpool  Improvement  Bill 
I.  3R.,  July  18,  776. 
c.  Lords  Amendts.*  July  23, 1317. 

Blondell,  CoL  H.  B.  H.  [Lancashire,  Inoe] 
Local  Loajis,  Compelling  Local  Autho- 
rities to  build  new  Workhouses  whcir 
unnecessary,  July  16,  654. 
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Boarding-out  Pauper  Ohildren 

see  Panper  Children. 

Boland.  Mr.  J.  [Kerry,  8.] 

Education,  Ireland  —  Constitution  and 
Administration  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, Archhishop  Walsh's  Resignation, 
etc.,  Jw/y  12,  314  ;  July  S2,  1131. 

Greological  Survey,  Ireland— Mineral  Re- 
sources, Development  of,  July  15,  440. 

Kerry,  South— Congested  Districts  Board 
Grants  and  Aid  to  Fisheries,  etc,  July 
82,  1126.  ^ 

Bolster,  Dr. 

Charges  against  by  Shillelagh  Guardians 
Dr.  Flinn's  Inquiry 
Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  July  16,  441. 

Bolton  Corporation  Bill 
c.  Report,*  July  11,  68. 
Con,*  July  19,  984. 
3r.*  July  2S,  1317. 

BombayScinde  Bailway 
Construction  of,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  E.  Robertson;  A,  Lord 
George  Hamilton,  July  16,  584. 

Borneo 

British  North  Borneo  Company,  Construc- 
tion of  Railway  Line  from  Jesselton 
to  Tenom 
Q.  Mr.    Weir;  A.  Vise   Cranbome, 
July  16,  585. 

Consular  Reports  with  regard  to  Com- 
mercial Aspects 
Oa,  Mr.  Weir,  Vise  Cranbome,  July 
19,  1043,  1045. 

Boscawen,  Mr.  Griffith— Par/iam^n^an/ 
Charity  Commissioner  [Kent,  Tnri- 
bridge] 

Charity  Commissioners,  Sale  of  Charity 
Property  —  Proponed  Classification  in 
Reports,  July  16,  590,  691 

Bournemouth  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Cow.*  July  17,  697 
Z^*  July  23,  1108. 

Bouafield,  Mr.  W.  E.  [Hackney,  N.] 

Education  (No.    2)    Bill,  Com.,  July  23, 

1371,  1424 ;  July  24,  1477,  1487. 
Finance  Bill,  Con,,  July  11, 188. 

Bowles,  Mr.  Gibson  [Lynn  Regis] 
Business  of  the  House 

Opportunity  for  Discussing  the  Gib- 
raltar Report,  July  16,  600. 

Supply,  July  11, 122. 

Winding  up  the  Business  of  the 
Session,  Mismanagement  of  Grovem- 
ment  Business,  Attack  on  Mr. 
Balfour's  Leadership,  July  22,  1156 
—Mr.  Balfour's  Reply,  U76. 
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SESSION    I90I. 
July  II — July  24. 

Bowles,  Mr.  Gibson— con«. 

Consular  and  Diplomatic  Service— Failure- 
of,  Trade  Reports  without  Dates— In- 
terchangeabilitv  of  portion  of  Consular 
Service,  etc.,  July  19,  1008, 1016,  1045,. 
1046. 

Navy 

Contracts 

Publication  of  Tenders  Proposed,. 

July  11,  87. 
Works,    Design  and   Plan   of— 
Open    Competition    proposed,, 
July  11,  SI. 

Turbine  Engines,  Adoption  of — 
Trials  with  "Viper,"  etc., 
July  11,  86. 

Post  Office  Savings  Bank,  Balance  Sheet 
for  1900— Excess  of  Liabilities  over 
Assets,  etc.,  July  15,  430. 

Selkirk,  Alexander  —  Lord  Rosebery'a 
historic  parallel,  Mr.  Bowles*  Quotation, 
July  22,  1159. 

Uganda — Administration  by  the  Foreign. 
Office,  etc.,  July  19, 1049. 

Bradford  Corporation  Bill 

/.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  l^y 
217. 
SlL*  July  23,  1249. 

Brassey,  Lord 

Naval  Reserve  Establishments— Exhans-^ 
tion  of  Resources  for  manning  tho 
Navy— Training  of  Officers  and  Men,, 
etc,  July  12,  220. 

Braye,  Lord 

Royal  Declaration  Bill,  2r.,  July  23, 1293^ 

Brazil 

British  Consul,  Salary 

0.  Mr.  Weir,  July  19,  1044. 

Bridewell  Hospital  Bill 
c.  Report,*  July  23,  1319. 

Bridges  over  the  Thames 
"  Hideous  Structures  " 

0,  Earl  of  Wemyss,  July  22, 1103. 

Brigg,  Mr.  J.  [York,  W.  R.,  Keighley] 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com,,  July  15, 50ft 

Wakefield  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,. 
Proposed  erection  in  Stanley  Urban 
District,  July  12,  256. 

Bristol  Corporation  (Docks  and  Railways,. 
etc)  Bill 
c.  2r.*  July  12,  249. 

British  Ck>nstitutional  Traditions 
Fine  Arts  Commission,  proposed 

Os,  Marquess  of  Salisbury,  July  22^ 
1095  ;  Earl  of  Rosebery,  1097. 

British  Indian  Subjects  in  South  Afirica 

see  Transvaal.         Digitized  by  VjOOg IC 
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3riti8li  Museum 

Irish  Gold  Ornaments,  restoring  to  Ire- 
land 
Qs.    Sir    T.    Esmonde;    Lord    Bal- 
oarres;    As.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Juli/ 
16,  695. 
0.  Mr.  J.  P.  FarreU,  July  22,  1234. 

Return,  Laying  on  the  Table 

Qs.  Sir  T.  Esmonde,  Mr.  W.  Red- 
mond, Lord  Baloarres ;  As,  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  July  19,  1004. 

3riti8h  South  Africa  Ck>mpan7 

Aoconnts,  Delay  in  forwarding  to  Colonial 
Otiioe,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  A.  Davies  \  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, July  15f  424. 

Jameson     Raid     Indemnity  —  Counter 
Claims 
Q,  Mr.  A.  Davie«  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, July  15,  424. 

IBroad  Sanctuary,  Westminster 

OpeningEnclosure  to  the  Public 

0*.  Earl  of  Meath,  July  16,  669,  573 ; 
Earl  of  Pembroke,  572,  573;  Earl 
Spencer,  673. 

^roadhurst,  Mr.  H.  (Leicester) 

Aged  Deserving  Poor,  Treatment  of — 
Circular  to  Buatd  uf  Guardians,  July 
16,  653. 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com.,  July  15, 
496  ;  July  24.  1464,  1507. 

Lowestoft  Corporation  Bill,  2R.,  July  15, 
4n. 

Parliamentary  Time — Division  of  Session 
into  Spring  and  Autumn  Session,  sug- 
gestion, July  22,  1184. 

£roadstairs  and  St.  Peter's  Water  and 
Improvement  Bill 
c.  Report,*  July  18,  812. 
Con.*  July  24,  \^\, 

£rockley 

Cemetery  Scandal—Exhuming  Bodies  of 
Greenwich  Paupers  wichout 
authority, .  Removal  of  Cotiin 
Plates,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Murphy;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
Jtily  15,432;  Q.  Mr.  Murphy;  A. 
Mr.  A.  Douglas,  July  22,  1121. 

3rodrick,  Et.  Hon.  W.  St.  John—Secretary 
of  State  for  War  [Surrey,  Guildford] 

Africa,  South  —  Burgher  Police  Corps, 
Composition  of,  July  19,  991. 

Channel  Islands — Withdrawal  of  Regular 
Troops,  July  19,  991. 

Coaling  Stations— Garrisons,  Military  and 
Naval  Control,  July  23, 1327. 

Manoeuvres,  Autunm— Preparations  for, 
July  23,  1324, 

U 
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July  ll—July  24. 

Brodrick,  Et.  Hon.  W.  St.  John— «m^ 

Medical  Department 

Irish    Graduates,    Numhcr    of,  etc, 

July  19,  991. 
Royal  Commission — Appointment  of 
Sir  W.  Thompson,  July  19,  991. 
Militia  and  Yeomanry  Bill,  2r.,  July  i2, 

1202,1204. 
Mounted  Troops,  Training  in  use  of  Kiflj 
—Foreign   Service  for   Imperial   Yeo- 
manry, etc,  July  22,  1116. 

South  African  War 

Cape   Colony,  Situation  in — Martial 

Law,  July  19,  989. 
Censorship  Regulations,  July  15, 418, 
419. 
Renter's     Correspondent  —  Lord 
Kitchener's    Cbarge     against, 
etc,  July  11,  73,  74. 
Wallace's,  Mr.  E.,  Charges,  July 
11,  73. 
Conoentration  Camps 

Committee  of  Lady  Visitors  ap- 
pointed by  Government— 
Names,  etc,  July  22, 1113. 
Extension     to    inquire  into 
Condition,   etc.,    of  Loyal 
Refugees,  July  23, 1322. 
Statistics  —  Monthly     Returns, 
July  11,  78. 

Conduct  of  the  War— Newspi^ 
Rumours  of  Changef,  etc,  July  16, 
580. 

Courts-Martial— Findings  Reversed 
or  altered  by  Judge  Advocate 
General,  etc.,  July  18,  820. 

Dental  attendance  for  Troops  on 
Active  Service,  July  16,  581. 

Derbyshire  Regiment,  Relief  of,  Jtdy 
23,  1325. 

Enteric  and  Dysentery  Commission 
— Report,  Laying  on  the  Table  of 
the  House,  July  23,  1323. 

Execution  of  Rebels  at  Dordrecht^ 
Residento  ordered  to  attend,  Jnl^ 
75,419;  July  22,  1116. 

Farm-burning— Boer  raids  in  Natal, 
Instructions  to  Farmers,  July  23, 
1323. 

Kimberley— Siejce  of— Suspension  of 
"Diamond  Fields  Advertiser "- 
Differences  between  Mr,  Rhodes 
and  Col.  Kekewich,  July  11,  72. 

Klerksdorp— Boer  attack  on  Convoy, 
July  18,  818. 

Kruger,  Mr.,  and  Gen.  Botha,  Tele- 
grams between— Transmission^  by 
Lord  Kitchener,  etc.,  July  11, 11- 

Militia— Number  of  Regiments  who 
Volunteered  in  February  and 
March,  1900— Detention  in  South 
Africa,  July  16,  579. 

More,  J.,  and  Family— Murder  by 
Kaffirs  on  Zulu  Frontier,  aU^ed, 
July  15,  419. 

Mounted  Troops— Lord  Kitchener's 
Demand,  July  16,  578. 
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Srodrick,  Bt.  Hon.  W.  St.  John— con^. 

South  African  A7ar — conL 

Peace  Negotiations — Lord  Kitchener 
and  General  Botha,  Communica- 
tions between,  July  11  f  78, 

Petersburg— Murder  of  Boer  by 
British  Troops,  alleged — Corporal 
Wynne  Jones  s  Statement,  Jult/  ^2, 
1115. 

Prisoners 

Boer  Prisoners  at  St.  Helena, 
Shooting  of  Godefroy,  July  18, 

817. 

Flogging  by  Boers— Case  of  Mr. 
Botha,  July  19,  990. 

Promotion  from  the  Ranks,  Number 
of,  July  19,  990. 

Qaeensland  Contingent,  Offer  of  Re- 
inforcements —  Lord  Kitchener's 
Acceptance,  July  22, 1114. 

Railway  Servants  in  Military  Em- 
ployment —  Medals,  Pensions  for 
Widows  and  Orphans,  etc.,  July  11, 
81. 

Schreiner,  Mrs.  O.— Alleged  Deten- 
tion as  Prisoner  at  the  Cape,  July 
18,  818,  819. 

Vlakfontein  Engagement 

British  Hospital  and  Wounded 
left  in  the  hands  of  the  Boers, 
alleged,  July  IS,  417. 

Fisher,  Serceant,  Alleged  Out- 
rage of  Rules  of  War,  July  16, 
679,  580. 

Shooting  by  Boers  of  British 
Wounded,  July  11,  74 ;  July 
15,  417  ;  JtUy  18,  819. 

Suppression  of  War  News, 
allied,  July  15,  418. 

Stanhope's,  Mr.,  Memorandum  (1891)  on 
Requirements  from  the  Army— Bear- 
ing of,  on  New  Army  Scheme,  July  23, 
1327. 

Transvaal  —  Civil  Employment  for  Dis- 
charged Soldiers  of  Irregular  Corps, 
Case  of  Mr.  Henderson,  July  11,  76. 

War  Medals,    Distribution    of,  by  King 
Edward. 

Admission  of  M.P.'s,  July  23,  1325. 

Fife  and  Forfar  Yeomanry— Number 
allowed  to  Attend,  Travelling  Ex- 
penses, etc.,  July  23,  1325. 

West  Highland  Steamer  Service— Treat- 
ment of  Soldiers  Returning  from  South 
Africa,  July  19.  993. 


Brookfleld,  OoL  A.  M.  [Sussex,  Rye] 

South  African  War— Dental  Attendance 
for  Troops  on  Active  Service,  July  16, 
580. 


Bninner,  Sir  J.  [Cheshire,  Northwich] 

Alkali,  etc.  Works  Regulation  Bill,  2r., 
July  22,  1229. 
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Bninner,  Sir  J.—cont 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  7)  BiU,  Con.,  July  18,  807,808,  811. 

Medical  Officers  of  Health— Larger  Dis- 
tricts, Fairer  Salaries,  and  no  Private 
Practice,  July  16, 636.  § 


Brosna 

Drainage  Board— Date 
Expenditure,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.   Delany;  A 
July  15,  443. 


of 


last  Meeting, 
Mr.  Wyndham, 


Bryce,  Et.  Hon.  J.  [Aberdeen,  S.] 

Business  of  the  House 

Course  of  Business,  July  16,  600. 

Winding-up  the  Business  of  the 
Session,  Protest  against  the  mis- 
management of  Government  Busi- 
ness, etc.,  July  22,  1152. 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com.,  July  15, 
481 ;  Jult/  23,  1364,  1376,  1425 ;  July  24, 
1441,  1465,  1478,  1492,  1501,  1612. 

Evening  Continuation  Schools'  Regula- 
tions —  Board  of  Education  Minute, 
Opportunity  for  Discussion,  July  23, 
1350. 

Light  Railways  Bill— Date  of  Second 
Reading,  July  18,  858. 

Budget 

Surpluses — Appropriation 

g.  Mr.  Lough  i  A.  Sir  M.  H.  Beach, 
July  15,  431. 

Bnrgh,  Police,  and  Public  Health  (Scot- 
land) Bill 
Petition,  July  23,  1320. 

Burgh    Sewerage.  Drainage   and  Water 
Supply  (Scotland)  Bill. 
Petitions,  July  18,  812. 

Burial  Grounds  (Scotland)  Bill 
c.  BiU  Withdra^vn,  July  23,  1248. 

Bums,  Mr.  J.  [Battersea^ 

Alkali,  etc,  Works  Regulation  Bill,  2b., 
July  22,  1230. 

Aylesbury  Female  Convict  Prison  Stafif— 
Cbange  in  Personnel  and  Duties,  July 
18,  830. 

National  Gallery  (Purchase  of  Adjacent 
Land)  Expenses,  Com  ,  July  22, 1234. 

Burton-upon-Trent  Corporation  Bill 
/.  ^R.*  July  18,175. 
c.  Lords  Amendts.*  July  23, 1317. 

Bury  Corporation  Bill  oalp 

c.  Lords  Amend ts.*  Jtdy  16,  574.^^8 


Bus— Can]  INDEX. 

July  11 — July  24. 

Bnsmess  of  the  House 
Cloeore,  8ee  that  title. 

Congested  State  of»  Caosee— Mismanage- 
ment   of    Government    Business, 
alleged,  Attack  on    Mr.  Balfour's 
\  Leadership,  etc 

Debate,  July  2^,  1140— Mr.  Balfour^s 
Reply,  1173. 

Course  of  Business  —Mr.  Balfour's  Replies 
to  Questions,  etc.,  July  11,  122;  Jidy 
15,  452,  629,  530,  531  ;  Jtdy  16,  600  ; 
July  18,  859 ;  July  19,  1005. 

Devolution,  "the  only  remedy  for  the 
over-weighted  Parliamentary  Ma- 
chine'' 
Os,  Mr.  J.  Redmond,  July  S2,  1145 ; 
Mr.  T.  W.  RusseU,  1167;  Mr. 
Asquith,  1171. 

Finance  Business,  see  Supply. 

Irish  Interests— What  the  Session's  work 
means  for  Ireland,  **  Reducing  the 
Irish  Representation  to  a  Farce," 
etc. 
0.  Mr.  J.  Redmond,  July  2£,  1146. 

Sittings,  commencing  earlier  in  the  day 
proposed,  in  place  of  suspension  of 
twelve  o'clock  rule 
Q,  Col.   W.   Murray ;  A.  Mr.  A.    J. 
Balfour,  July  15,  451.      . 

Winding  up  the  Business  of  the  Session- 
Statement  and  Motion  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour),  July  22, 1136. 
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Butcher,  Mr.  J.  G.  [York] 

Peers,  Trial  for  Felony  before  the  House 
of  Lords — Abolition  of  Privilege,  July 
23, 1346. 

Butter 

Standard  Committee — Irish  Representa- 
tives—  Representation  of  the 
Salt  Butter  Industry 
Os,  Mr.  O'Shaughnessy,  July  16, 
670;  Mr.  Hanbury,  683;  Qs. 
Mr.  Sheehan,  Mr.  O'Shaugh- 
nessy;  As.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  23,  1340. 

Clare  County  Council  Resolution 
Q.  Mr.   W.   Redmond;    A,  Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  22,  1125. 

Buxtou*  Mr.  8.  [Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar] 

Finance  Bill,  Con.,  July  11,  198,  207. 

U^nda — Administration  by  the  Foreign 
Office,  etc,  July  19,  1051. 

Zanzibar  and  Pemba  Slave  Trade,  July 
19,  1036, 1037. 

Cable  Conununicatiou 

Canadian   Pacific    Cable  —  Progress  of 
Work,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  £.  Sassoon  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, JtUy  15,  436. 

Cape- Australia  Cable,  see  that  title. 

India,  see  that  title — Telegraphic  Service. 

Pacific  Cable,  Expenses — Committee  to 
consider  Monev  Grant,  Motion  (Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain)  July  22,  1135. 
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Caine,  Mr.  W.  8.  [Cornwall,  Cambcnme] 

India 

Army  —  Venereal  Disease,  Admis- 
sions to  Hospital  in  Allahabad,  etc* 
July  18,  826,  827. 

Scinde,  Punjab,  and  Delhi  Railway- 
Deposit  at  Bank  of  England,  pro- 
posed transference  to  the  Crown, 
July  15,  428. 

Caldwell,  Mr.  J.  [Lanark,  Mid] 

Alkali,  etc.,  Works  Regulation  Bill,  2r. 
July  22,  1219,  1223,  1233. 

Consular  and  Diplomatic  Service— Per- 
sonal Allowances,  etc.,  July  19,  1046. 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com,,  July  S4, 
1627,  1628,  1533. 

Hendon  Tramways  Bill,  2a,  July  19, 973. 

Poor  Law  Officers*  Superannuation- 
Ratepayers'  Share  of  the  Fund,  etc, 
July  16,  662. 

Oaledonian  Canal 

Report  of  Commission  Presented,  July  IS, 
25L 

Caledonian  Eailway  Bill 
l.  Zjl,*  July  12,  21S. 
c.  Lords  Ainendtfi.*  July  19^  983. 


Campbell,  Mr.  J.  [Armagh,  S.] 

"Secrets  of    the    Harem,"    play— With- 
drawal  of  Licence,  July  11,  92,  93. 

Campbell-Bannerman,   Bt.   Hon.   Sir  H. 
[Stirling  Burghs] 

Agricultural  Rates  Act,  1896,  etc.,  Ckm- 
tinuance  Bill,  Intro.,  Jtdy  18,  864, 867- 

Business  of  the  House 

Course  of  Business,    July    15,  451; 
Jtdy  19,  1005. 

Protest    against     the     projposal   to 
take  important  Votes  of  Supply  at 
a  few  hours*  notice,  July  15, 530. 
Ten  Minutes  Rule— Contentious  meaBoie 
introduced  under,  July  IS,  864. 


(Tramways   and 
Confirmation    Bill, 


Camperdown,  Earl  of 
Glasgow    Corporation 
General)     Order      '^ 
3r,  Jidy  23,  1252. 

Transvaal  Concessions  Commission  Re- 
port— Netherlands  Railway  Company, 
and  Belligerent  Operations,  PunislimeDt 
for,  etc,  J%dy  11,  21. 

Canada 

Cattle  Trade— Prohibition  of  Sale  of  li^ 
Cattle   in   the    United  King- 
dom, etc. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Leng ;   A,  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  J\dy  11,  97. 

Canadian  Government  Protest 

Os.  Capt.   Sinclair,  July  16,^*  i 
Mr.  Mansfield,  680. 
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Canadian  Pacific  Cable 

Amount  of  Material  Mannfaotared  and 
Delivered,  Instalments  Paid,  etc 
Q.  Sir  E.  Sassoon  ;  A,  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, July  IS,  436. 

Canterbury,  Archbishop  of 

Royal    Declaration    Bill,    2R,    July   23, 
1283. 

Cape  to  AoBtralia  Cable 

Contract — Landing  Rights,  Expropriation 
Clause  proposed,  etc 
Q,  Sir  E.  Sassoon ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, JiUy  11,  89. 

Line  from  Cocos  to  Ceylon,  proposed 

Q,  Sir  K  SasJ«oon  ;  A.  LordG.  Hamil- 
ton, July  19,  994. 

Cape  Colony 

Parliament,  Date  of  Meeting — Statement 
of  Prime  Minister 
Q.  Mr.  Labouchere;^.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, July  18,  815. 

South  African  War,  see  that  title 

Cardiff 

Higher  Grade  Schools  and  the  Cocker  ton 
Judgment,  Number  of  Children  af- 
fected, etc. 
0.  Mr.  Corrie  Grant,  July  15,  523. 
Q.  M-.  Corri'^  Grant ;  A,  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
July  22,  1122. 

Cargoes 

see  Merchant  Shipping. 

Carrington,  Earl 

Australasian    Commonwealth — Salary  of 
Governor-General,  July  25,  1295. 

Russell's  Earl,  Trial— Seating  Arrange- 
ments, July  12,  244. 

Carson,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  E.  H.,  Solicitor  General 

[Dublin  University] 

Education  (No.   2)  Bill,   Com.,   July  24, 
1468. 

Castlemagner 

Farm  Sale— Constabulary  Force  present* 
etc 
Q.  Mr.  Flynn;   A,  Mr.   Wyndham, 
July  15, 441. 

Castletown  Berehaven 

National   School   Teacher — Payment   of 
Eauivalent  Fees 
Q.  Mr.  GUhooly ;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  15,  446. 

Cattle  and  Live  Stock 

Canada,  see  that  title. 

Diseases  of  Animals — Administration  by 
the  Board  of  Agriculture 

Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  July  16,  668. 
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July  \\—Jvly2L 
Cavalry 


[Can— Oha 


see  Army. 

Cavan,  Earl  of 

Representative  Peer  for  Ireland,  July  18, 
774 ;  July  22,  1077. 

Cayzer,  Sir  0.  W.  [Barrow-in-Furness] 

House  of  Commons  Telephone  Arrange- 
ments, Improvement  of,  July  23, 1336. 

Cemeteries 

Brockley,  see  that  title. 

Central  London  Railway  (No.  2)  Bill 

c.  Report,*  July  19,  985 
Con,*  July  24,  1431. 

Ceylon 

Cable     Communication — Proposed   Line 
from  Cocos 
Q.    Sir    E.   Sassoon;    A.    Lord    G. 
Hamilton,  J^dy  19,  994. 

Conta^ous     Disease  —  Admissions     to 
Hospital  on  the   Kandy   Military 
Station 
Q,   Mr.  Schwann ;  A.   Lord  Stanley. 
July  18,  826,  ^ 

Chairman  of  Committees 

Rt.  Hon.  J.  W.  Lowther. 
Deputy    Chairman's    Limited     powers- 
Education     (No.  2)    Bill    Discus- 
sion 
O,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  July  15,  529 

Chairman  of  Committees  (Lords) 
Earl  of  Morley. 

Chamberlain,     Mr.    Austen  —  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  Treowwry— {Worcester, 

E.] 

Canadian  Pacific  Cable— Amount  of 
Material  manufactured  and  delivered, 
etc. ,  July  15,  436. 

Civil  Servants  as  Volunteers  in  South 
Africa— Regarding  as  Soldier  Candi- 
dates for  Civil  Appointments,  July  18, 

Devon,  North  —  Postal  Service,  Daily 
Delivery  in  Berrynarbor,  etc.,  July  18, 

Didsbury  Sub-postmastersbip  Vacancy — 
Appointment  of  Person  not  in  the  Ser- 
vice, July  18,  839. 

Great   Southern    and  Western   Railway 

BUI,  Con,,  July  2 J,  1307. 
Ireland 

BallyshannonPost  Office— New  Build- 
ings proposed,  July  15,  450. 

Ballyvaughan  Telegraph  Service  to 
New  Quay— Delay  in  establishins, 
July  18,  858. 

Baltioglafs  Post  Office— Changing  to 
Head  Offioe,pgij)^cj^,  July  15,  449. 

[cont. 
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Chamberlam,  Mr.  Avistexi—cont 
Ireland— ca/i/. 

Belfast   Poet   Office  —  Telegraphists 
Suspecced  of  Dishonesty,  JtUy  11, 
116. 
Cork  Telegraph  Clerks— Payment  of 
Increased  Salary  from  Date  of  Pro- 
motion, July  23^  1347. 
Cork  and  Fermoy  Railwaj,  Construc- 
tion  of,    Alternative  Scheme, 
July  lU    104;    July  18,    852, 
853,  854. 
Correspondence    between    Fish- 
goard  Company  and  Treasury 
— Laying  on  the  Table  of  the 
House,  July  22,  1133. 

Deny  Central  Railway— Advertise- 
ments for  Tenders,  July  18,  856. 

Dublin  Post  Office— Queen  Victoria's 
Funeral,  National  Holiday,  Tele- 
graphists*  Grievance,  July  11^  117, 

Etphin  Postal  Service,  Proposed  Im- 
provements, July  19,  1003. 

Enniscorthy  Post  Office,  Construction 
of— Tenders,  July  16,  599. 

Laragh  Postal  Arrangements — Sun- 
day Collection,  July  18,  857. 

Letterkenny 

Lis^ht  Railways,  Working  of— 
Complaints,  etc.,  July  11,  109. 

Railway — Telephonic  Communi- 
cation along  the  Line,  Want 
oi,elc.,Julyll,  107,108. 

Limerick  Post  Office— Establishment 
of  Branch  Post  Office  at  Broad 
Street,  proposed,  July  15,  449. 

Navan  Postal  Service,  Improvement 
of — Inquiry,  July  18, 858. 

Royal  Canal — Inspection  and  Repairs, 
July  28,  1347. 

Sub-Post  Offices,  Cash  Balance  at — 
Delays  in  paying  Money  Orders, 
Jtily  23,  1336. 

Works,  Board  of  —  Discbarge  of 
Moore,  etc.,  July  18,  857. 

Motor  Cars,  Use  of,  for  Conveying  Mails 
—Results  of  Experiments,  July  11, 101. 

Post  Office  Employees- 
Manchester  Postman's  Pay  Grievance, 

July  18,  840.      . 

Misconduct — Case  of  Murray,  July 
18,  841. 

Postmen's  Pension,  Delays,  July  18, 
841. 

Post  Office  Savings  Banks- 
Number  of  Accounts — Amount  due 
to  Depositors,  etc.,  July  18,  838. 

Profits  since  1861,  etc.,  July  15,  431. 

Postage  Rate9,  Foreign    Postage  —  Pro- 
pose Reduction,  etc.,  July  18,  836. 

Public  Buildings,  New  Buildings- Archi- 
tects' Remuneration,  July  18,  842. 

18 


Ohamberlain,  Mr.  AtiBten— <;on^. 

Russell,  Lord,  Trial  of —Vote  for  Expendi- 
ture, July  18,  838. 

Sanitary  Arrangements  in  Poet  Offices— 

Carrying  Out  Demands]  of  Medical 
Officers,  July  18,  837. 

Female    Clerks    Supervising  Males, 
etc.,  July  18,  837. 
Scotland 

Lewis,  Island  of— Telegraph  Service, 
Opening  Offices  at  Kerse  and 
Gravir,  July  11,  98. 

Mallaig  Mailf«,  Conveyance  to  Fort 
William— Negotiations  with  Nortb 
British  Railway  Company,  July  16,. 
695. 

Seaforth  Militia  Return— Inadequate 
Steamer  Accommodation  to  Storno- 
way,  etc,  Jidy  19,  992. 

Stomoway   Mail  Steamer  Service- 
Delays,  July  11,  98. 

Exaction  of  Penalties,  July  BS, 
1333. 

Telegrams  for  Metropolitan  Area— Pro- 
posed  Minimum  Charge  of  M.,  July  15, 
438. 

Telesraph  Service 

Clerks'  Grievances — Petition,  JhIv 
23,  1333. 

Press  Telegrams,  Private  wires  for 
Wayleaves  over  Railway  Lines, 
July  11,  100,  101 ;  Jtdy  15,  437. 

Registered  Abbreviated  Telegraph 
Addresses— Sell's  List,  July  15, 439; 
July  16,  695. 

Telephone  Service 

Employees,  Female,  Placing  on  the 
Establishment  of  the  Post  Office, 
etc,,  July  23, 1334. 

London— Date  of  Commencing  Bofii- 
ness,  July  15, 436. 

Shrewsbur^r  and  Birmingham.  Direct 
Communication  between,  July  IS, 
839. 

Travelling  Post  Offices  —  Conditions  of 
Service,  etc.,  July  11,  97. 

Victoria  and  Albert  Museum,  Progren  ol 
Works,  July  11, 101. 

West  Indian  Mails— Delay  in  Delivery, 
July  22,  1124. 

Wireless  Telegraphy 

British  Steamships—Use  of  for  Postal 

Telegraphs,  etc,  July  11,  99. 
Guernsey  and  Sark,  CommunicatioD 

between — Marconi  Company's  Ofler 

July  22,  1123. 

Chamberlain,    Rt.    Hon.  J.— Secretary  of 
State  far  the  Colonies  [Birmingham,  W.] 

Africa,  South— British  Populatioo,  £s 
tablishing  in  South  Africa— ^beme  of 
Immigration  of  Loyalists  from  Grea& 
Britain,  July  18,  816 ;  July  19,  98a 

Agricultural  Rates  Act,  1896,  etc  Con- 
tinuance Bill,  Intro.,  July  18,  866. 
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Chamberlain,  Bt.  Hon.  J.— rant. 

Barotzeland,  Rising  of  Nativee,  etc., 
alleged,  July  11,  88. 

British  South  Africa  Company,  Aocoonts 
Delay  in  forwarding  to  Colonial  Office, 
etc.,  July  15,  425. 

Cape  to  Australia  Cable  Contract — Land- 
ing Rights,  etc.,  July  11,  89. 

Cape  Colony,  Parliament,  Date  of  Meet- 
ing—Statement of  Prime  Minister,  July 
18,  816. 

Egypt,  British  Occupation — Sir  W.  Har- 
court's  Pessimistic  Prophecies,  J\dy  17^ 
732. 

Finance  Bill,  3b.,  July  17,  707,  708,  718, 
721,  723.  743. 

Jameson  Raid  Indemnity — British  South 
Africa  Company,  Counterclaims,  July 
15,  424. 

Milner,  Lord — Date  of  Return  to  South 
Africa,  July  18,  817. 

New  Zealand,  Royal  Visit — New  Table  of 
Precedence,  July  18,  585. 

South  African  Constabulary,  Allowing 
Members  to  resume  proper  Work- 
Equipment,  etc.,  JxUy  16,  577. 

South  African  Land  Settiement  Scheme — 
Method  of  obtaining  Land,  July  17,  743. 

South  African  War 

Cost  of  the  War— Ways  and  Means, 
Contributions  from  the  Transvaal 
and  Orange  River  Colony-— Sir  D. 
Barbour's  Report,  etc.— Reply  to 
Sir  W.  Harcourt,  July  17,  719. 

Scheepers,  Commandant — Destruc- 
tion of  Property  in  Cape  Colony, 
July  32,  1112. 

Transvaal 

Administration,  Cost  of— Taxation  of 
Gold  Mines,  Sir  D.  Barbour's 
Report,  etc.,  July  15,  423. 

British  Indian  Subjctcts  in  Transvaal 
and  Orange  River  Colony — Repeal 
of  Boer  Regulations,  proposed, 
July  18,  814,  815. 

Johannesburg  Gold  Mines,  Labonr  in, 
etc— Proposed  Weekly  Returns, 
JiUy  15,  425. 

Labour  Question — Reply  to  Sir  W. 
Harcourt,  July  17,  727. 

Language  Question  in  Transvaal  and 
Orange  River  Colony — Instructing 
Children  in  the  English  Language, 
July  18,  816. 

State  Loans  issued  previous  to  the 
War— Lord  Kitchener's  Communi- 
cation to  Gren.  Botha,  July  11,  71. 

Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster 
Lord  James  of  Hereford. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach. 
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Channel  Islands 

Regular  Troops,  Alleged  Withdrawal 

Q.  Capt.  Norton  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,. 
July  19,  991. 

Ohanningf  Mr.  F.  A.  [Northamptonshire  E.]; 
Colouring  Matter  and  Preservatives   in 
Food— Committee's   Report,   July   10, 
658. 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com,,  July  15, 
464, 461  ;  July  2S,  1403,  1404 ;  July  24,, 
1492,  1502,  1608,  1609. 

Evening  Continuation  Schools  Regula- 
tions—Board of  Education  Mmute. 
Opportunity  for  Discussion,  Jtily  23, 
1349. 

Finance  Bill,  Con.,  July  11,  203. 

Swine  Fever,  System  of  Administering 
the  Act,  July  16,  672. 

Chaplains 

Navy,  see  that  title. 

Ohaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  [Lincolnshire,  Slea- 
fordj 

Agricultural  Rates  Act,  1896,  etc..  Con- 
tinuance Bill,  Intro.,  July  18,  865. 

Charity  Oommissioners 

Proceedings  under  Endowed  Schools 
Acts  for  190O  —  Report  Presented, 
July  18,  111  ;  July  19,  988. 

Sale   of    Charity    Property  —  Proposed 
Classification  in  Reports. 
Q,  Sir  W.  Foster ;  A,  Mr.  G.    Bos- 
cawen,  July  16,  590. 

Chelsea 

Duke  of  York's  School,  see  that  title. 

Chelsea  Electricity  Supply  Company 
Change  of  Pressure— Increasing  Price  to 
Customers  who  have  not  accepted 
the  200  volts 
Q,  Mr.  S.  Wortley ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Bal- 
four, Jttly  12,  255. 

Cheque  Bank  Liquidation 

Progress  of— Assets  and  Liabilities,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Bartley ;  A,  Mr.  G.  Balfour 
July  22,  1120. 

Chesham,  Lord 

Took  the  Oath,  July  16,  549. 

Chester  Corporation  Tramways  Bill 

c.  Coru*  J^Uy  17,  697. 
3E.*  July  22,  1108. 

Chesterfield  Improvement  Bill 

c.  Con.*  July  12,  249. 

3B.»yt</yi6,  574. 
/.  Commons  Amendts.*  July  18,  775. 

Chief  Secretary  for  Lreland.  .  j 

Rt.  Hon,  G.  Wyndham^  byLjOOgle 


€hi-01a] 

Children 

Pauper  Children,  see  that  title. 
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China 

Bomhay  Cavalry,  Departure  from  Tien- 
tsin— Countermanded 
Qs.  Mr.  H.  Roberts,  Mr.  O'Shee  ;  As, 
Viae.  Cranbome,  Lord  G.   Hamil- 
ton, July  18,  828. 

British  Military  and  Naval    Operations, 
Cost  of,  respectively 
Q.  Mr.  H.   Lewis;    ^.   Sir    M.    H. 
Beach,  Jtt/y  j?^,  1119. 

British  Naval  Promotions — Delay  in  Con- 
ferring on  Marines 
Q.  Sir  J.   Colomb;  A,  Mr.   Amold- 
Foister,  July  15,  425. 

Indemnity 

Means   of   Raising  and    Method   of 
Payment 
Q.   Mr.  S.  MacNeill;  A.    Vise. 
Cranbome,  July  22^  1118. 

Settlement  of 

Q,   Mr.    H.    Roberts;    A,  Vise. 
Cranborne,  July  18, 828. 

Shanghai,  Foreign  Troops  at 
Number  and  Nationality 

Q,  Mr.  Lambert ;  A,  Vise.  Cran- 
bome, J^w/y  ^^,  1118. 

Yangtsze     Valley,     Alienation     to 
Foreign  Power — Anglo-Chinese 
Agreement 
Q.  Mr.  Lambert ;  A.  Vise.  Cran- 
borne, Jtdy  23,  1330. 

Tokien,  Secret  Society  Disturbances  at 
Q,  Mr.  H.  Roberts ;  A,  Vise  Cran- 
borne, July  23,  1330. 

Trade  Reports  Presented,  July  11, 4  ;  July 
15,  360;  July  22,  1081. 

Tuan,    Prince,    and   General    Tung-fuh- 
Siang — Official  Information  as  to 
whereabouts  of 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A,  Vise.  Cran- 
home,  July  22,  1118. 

Yangtsze  Valley,  British  Interests  in— 
Foreign  Tioops  at  Shanghai  In- 
fringement of  Anglo-Chinese  Agree- 
ment 
Q.  Mr.  Lambert ;  A.  Vise.  Cranbome, 
July  23,  1330. 

Christ's  Hospital  (London)  BDl 

c.  Report,*  July  17,  771. 

Church  Discipline 

Petitions,  July  19,  987  ;  July  23,  1320. 

Ohurchill,  Mr.  Winston  [Oldham] 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  C(ym,,  July  23, 1393, 

1396. 
Finance  Bill,  3R.,  July  17,  745. 

South  African  War 

Censorship  Rules,  July  11,  73. 

Conduct  of  the  War  —  Newspaper 
Rumours  of  Changes,  etc.,  July  16, 
580. 
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Ohurchill,  Mr.  Winston— otm^. 

South  African  War — cont. 

Cost  of  the  War— Contribntions  from 
the  Transvaal  and  Orange  River 
Colony,  Settlement  after  the  War, 
etc.,  t/w/y  77,  745. 

Ohntney 

Sugar  Duty — Overcharge 

Q.  Sir  M.  Bhowna^gree  ;  ^.  SirM-H. 
Beach,  July  15,  431. 


Cigarette  Frauds 
h  Cigarc 
Prosecution   hy    Board   of 'Trade, 


English  Cigarettes   sold   as    Egjptian- 
Prosecution   hy    Board   of   ^ 
proposed 


Q.  Mr.  Guthrie  i  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour, 
July  16,  585. 

Cinderella     of      Government     Depart- 
ments 
0,  Sir  W.  Foster,  July  16,  634. 

City  and  Brixton  Bailway  Bill 

/.  3r.*  Julyie,2lS. 

c.  1  n,*  July  15,4U. 

2  B.*  July  24,  1431. 

Civil  Servants 

Volunteers  in  South  Africa— Regardinff 
as  Soldier  Candidates  for  CiTU 
Appointments 
Qs,  Sir  H.  Vincent;  As.  Mr.  A. 
Chamberlaio,  Lord  Stanley,  Jtd^ 
18,  821. 

Civil  Service  Commission 

Report  with  Appendix   Presented,  /u/y 
22,  1081,  1111. 

Civil  Service  Estimates 

See  Supply. 

Clancy,  Mr.  J.  J.  [Dublin  Ca,  N.] 

Financial  Relations  between  England  and 
Ireland  —  Over  Taxation  of  Ireland, 
alleged,  July  18,  873,  896. 
Portadown  Religious  Disturbances,  Re- 
duction of  Extra  Police  Force,  July  ^, 
1358. 

Clanricarde  Estate 

Malicious  Burning  of  Furze — Prosecution 
of   Murphy   for    alleged   Pwgory, 

Q,    Mr.    Duffy;   A.  Mr.   Atkinson, 
July  18,  850. 

Clare— County  Clare,  etc. 

Butter  Standard  Committee— Salt  Butter 
Manufacture,  Clare  County  Conncil 
Resolution 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond ;  A,  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  July  22,  1125. 

Liscannor  HarbouK  «e^t)] 

Digitized  by  ' 
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energy 

Weet  Indies— Amount  payable  oat  of 
Consolidated  Fund  for  Ecclesiastical 
purposes,  Betum  Presented,  July  12, 
250;  July  16,  360. 

Cnevaland  and  Durham  Oonnty  Electric 
Power  Bill 
c.  Lords  Amendts.*  July  15^  414. 

difford  of  Ohudleiffh,  Lord 

Royal  Declaration  Bill,  Intro.,  July  19, 
967,  969. 

Olonlurocki  Lord 

Land  Purchase,  Ireland— Fry  CommiBsion 
Recommendations,  July  11,  52 ;  July  18, 
781. 

Olonmel 

Stephenson,  Conyiction  of,  for  horsewhip- 
pine  a  boy — Case  of  Noonan 
Qs.  Vu.  Condon ;  As,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Ju/y^;?,  1130. 

Closure 

Frequent  use  of  during  the  Session — 
Attack  on  Mr.  Silfour's  Leader- 
ship, etc. 
0*.  Mr.  J.  Redmond,  July  22,  1141 ; 
Mr.  G.  Bowles,  1158 ;  Sir  W.  flar- 
conrt,  1164;  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
1176. 

Clubs 

Sundav   Drinking    Clubs,    Increase    in 
"Number    in   Denbighshire,  Police 
Control,  etc 
Q,  Mr.  G.  Kenyon ;  A,  Mr.  Ritchie, 
July  18,  831. 

Clyde  Valley  Electrical  Power  Bill 

/.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  19, 


Clydebank  Burfh  Tramways  Order  Con- 
flrmation  fill 

LZfL*  July  18,  776. 
c.  Cm.*  July  2S,  1318. 
3r.»  July  24,  1431. 

"Clydesdale" 

Stomoway    Mail   Steamer,   see  Stomo- 
way. 
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Coal 


Export  Duty— Budget  Proposals 

American  Competition  in  the  Medi- 
tertanean,  etc. 
Os.  Mr.  C.  Wilson,  July  11,  129  ; 
Mr.   Randies,  141 ;   Sir  M.     " 


Beach,    146; 
153. 


Sir 


H. 
C.  Fumess, 


Deficit 

Os,  Sir  W.   Harcourt,    July  17, 
762  ;  Sir  M.  H.  Beach,  762. 

Finance  Bill  Debate,  July  11,   123, 
215  ;  July  17,  762. 
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Undeveloped   Coal -producing   Districts 
Curtailment  of  Letting 
Q,    Mr.    M'Kenna;   A.    Sir  M.   H. 
Beach,  July  i^,  1119. 

Coaling  Stations 

Garrisons— Military  or  Naval  Control 
Q,   Mr.  Lambert ;  A,  Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  23, 1327. 

Coast  Defences 

Norfolk— Commission  of  Sewers 

Q,  Mr.  Soames ;  A,  Mr.  Long,  July 
15,^^ 


Cocaine 

Sale  of —Restrictions  proposed 
Q,    Mr.     Maodona;     A, 
I>oxig]aB,July22,  1121. 


Mr.    A. 


Coghill,  Mr.  D.  H.  [Stoke-upon-Trent] 

Agricultural  Rates  Act  1896,  etc.,  Con- 
tinuance Bill,  July  11,  121 ;  Intro. 
July  18,  869. 

Elementary  Schools — Parliamentary  and 
Free  Grants— Method  of  Calcuatiog, 
July  18,  833. 

CoUingSf  Bt*  Hon*  Jesse — Under  Secretary  to 
the  Home  Office  [Birmingham,  Bordes- 
ley] 
London  and  North- Western  Railway 
Company— Dismissal  of  Employees  for 
giving  evidence  in  Courts  of  Justice, 
etc.,  July  12,  254. 

"Secrets  of  the  Harem"  Play— With- 
drawal of  Licence,  July  11,  92,  93. 

Colomb,  Sir  J.  [Great  Yarmouth] 

Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway 
Bill,  Con.  July  23,  1316. 

Marines — Service  in  China,  Delay  in  con- 
ferring  Promotions,  July  15,  426. 

Naval  Mancduvres— Gunnery  and  Torpedo 
Lieutenants,  Exemption  from  Watch- 
keeping  Duty,  J\dy22,  1117. 

Colombia 

Trade  Report  Presented,  July  18,  776. 

Colonial  Cffice 

Secretary  of  Statc—Ut,  Hon.  J.  Chamber- 
lain 

Parliamentary  Secretary — Earl  of  Onslow. 

Colonies 

Annual  Reports  Presented,  July  11,  4. 

Defence  of  the  Empire,  Colonial  Naval 
Assistance 
0.  Vise.  Goschen,  July  12,  231. 

Military  Training  of  Boys,  Government 
Assistance,  etc. 
Os.    Earl    ot    Meath,    July  18,  798; 
Lord  Raglan,  804.  ' 

(/or  Particular  Colonies,  see  their  i 
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Oolouring   Matter  and  Preseryativeft  in 
Food 

Committer's  Report 

Os.   Mr.   CbanniDg;  Mr.  W.  LoDg, 
July  16y  668. 

OolviUo,  Mr.  J.  [Lanark,  N.E.] 

Glasgow  Corporation  (Police)  Provisional 
Oixler  Confirmation  Bill,  Con.,  July  19, 
979. 

Oommerce 

see  Trade  and  Commerce. 

Oommercial  Agents  Abroad 

Work  of,  Inauificient  number  of  Attaches 
—Defects  of  Present  System,  Debate 
in  Com.  of  Supply,  July  19, 1006. 

Commercial  Travellers 

Foreign  Trade — English  Merchants  should 
send  out  Commercial  Travellers  as 
the  Foreigners  do 
Os.  Mr.  Taylor,  July  19,  1011 ;  Vise 
Cranbome,  1013. 

Committees 

House  of  Commons*  Standing  Committees 
—Members  added,  J^^w/y  IS,  264;  July 
tS,  873. 

Compensation  for  Damage  to  Crops,  etc.> 


Petitions,  July  18,  813. 

Condon,  Mr.  T.  J.  [Tipperary,  K] 

Great   Southern  and  Western    Railway 

Bill,  Con.,  July  23,  1314. 
Noonan— Release  from  Gaol,  July  15, 446; 

July  18,  848. 
Stephenson,  Conviction  of,  at  Cloumel— 

Case  of  Noonan,  July  22, 1130. 

Congested  Districts  Board,  Ireland 

Kerry,   South,   Applications   for   Loans, 
etc.,  see  Kerry. 

Kilclooney  Estate,  Sale  of  Grass  Lands  to 
Tenants  —  Proposed  Purchase  by 
Congested  Districts  Board 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Redmond;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  July  16,  596 ;  Qs.  Mr.  J.  Red- 
mond, Mr.  Cullinan ;  As.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  18,  845. 

Mayo    Co.— Purchase   of   Mr.  Martyn's 
Grazing  Farm 
Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Donnell ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  19, 1002. 

Report  for  1901  Presented,  July  15,  360, 
415. 


Congested  Districts  Board,  Scotland 
Compulsory    Acquisition  of  Land— Pro- 
posed Amendment  of  Act 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  ^.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
July  16,  689. 

Oonnanght  Bangers 

Third   Battalion,  Disbandment  of— Pur- 
chasing Plain  Clothes,  Complaints, 
etc 
Q.  Mr.  C.  O'KeUy  ;  A.  Lord  Stantef, 
July  11,  80. 

Consort,  Prince 

Fine  Arte  Commission  of  1842,  Work  ol. 
Debate  (Lords),  July  22,  1083, 

Constabulary,  Boyal  Irish 

Ballymote  Meetings,  Police  Interferenoe 
Qs.  Mr.  O'Dowd,  Mr.  J.  Redmond ; 
As.  Mr.  Wyndham,  July  23, 1342. 
Castlemagner  Farm   Sale— Constabiilaiy 
Force  Present 
Q.  Mr.  Flynn  ;  A.  Mr.   Wyndham, 
July  15,  441. 
Cork  Arrest,  Police  Violence,  alleged 
Q.  Mr.    Flynn  ;   A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  23, 1348. 

Extra  Police  Force 

Charf^e  on  Ratepayers- Acbonnr 
Q.  Mr.  O'Dowd  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, J^m/.V  ^e^,  1127. 
Portadown  Religious  Disturbances 
Q.  Mr  Clancy ;  A.  Mr.   Wynd- 
ham, July  23,  1348. 
Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant  ReondtB, 
Proportion  of  etc. 
Qs.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  Col.   Saunder- 
son  ;  As.  Mr.  Wyndham,  July  18, 
843. 
Singleton,  Mr.— Traffic  in  Horses,  etc 
Qs.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ;  As.  Mr.  Wpd 
ham,  July  12,  259  ;  July  18,  843. 

Sligo  Co.— Erection  of  Police  Huts 

Q.  Mr.  O'Dowd;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  15,  441. 

Consular  Service 

see  Diplomatic  and  Consular  Seryice 

Contagions  Diseases 

India  and  Ceylon,  see  those  titles. 

Oontagions    and    Infections     Diseases 
(Animals)  Bill 
c.  IR.*  July  16,  Q02. 


Scheduling  Districts  prohibited  owing  to 
Proximity    of    Grazing   Farms  — 
LegiiEJation 
Q.  Col.   Nolan;  A.   Mr.  Wyndham, 
Jtily  23, 134^. 

Congested  Districts  Board  (Ireland)  Bill 

c.  2r,»  July  15,  547. 
22 


Oontentious  Legislative  Measures 

Definition  of 

0.  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannermwi,  Mv 
IS,  864. 

Contracts  for  the  (Government 
Navy,.c^.tlfat|itJe^OOgle 
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Convent  Schools,  Ireland 

see  Education,  Ireland. 
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Ckmvicts 

Penal  Servitude  Aots  —  Conditional 
Licences  Granted,  Jnly  2$,  1254, 1321. 

Oooley,  John 

Loughrea — Malicious    Burning   Compen- 
sation  claim,    Cooley's  Failure  to 
Prosecute,  etc. 
G*.  Mr.  Dutfy,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  As, 
Mr.  Atkinson,  July  22,  1131. 

Cooper's  Hill  College 

Officers  in  India,  Petitions  from— Cor- 
respondence between  Secretary  of 
State  and  Indian  Grovernment, 
Laying  on  the  Table 
<>.  Sir  8.  King ;  A,  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton,  July  18,  827. 

Corbett,     Mr.    A.     Cameron     [Glasgow, 
Tradeston] 

Glaseow  Corporation  (Police)  Provisional 
Oraer  Connrmation  Bill,  Con.,  July  19, 
976. 


Cork— County  Cork,  etc. 

Arrest — Police  Violence,  alleged 

Q,  Mr.   Flynn ;    A.   Mr.   Wyndham, 
July  23,  1348. 

Assizes — Jury    Challenging,   Religion   of 
Jurors 
Qs.  Mr.   Flynn ;  As    Mr.   Atkinson, 
Jnly  2S,  1341. 

Jurors,  Number  on  Jurors'  List  for  1901, 

Q.  Mr.   O'Shee ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  18,  845. 

Labourers'  Cottages 

Delay      in     Publishing     Inspectors' 
Report  for  Mill -street 
Q.  Mr.  Sheehan;  A,  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  12y  269. 

Rejection  of  Applications  at  Midleton 
Qs.  Capt.  Donelan,  Mr.  Cullinan ; 
As,   Mr.   Wyndham,  July  19, 
1000. 

Post  Office — Telegraph  Clerks,  Payment 
of  Increased  salary  from  Date  of 
Promotion,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.  T.  M.   Healy;    A.   Mr.    A. 
Chamberlain,  July  23, 1347. 

Cork  and  Fermoy  Bailway 

Construction   of  —  Alternative  Scheme, 

etc. 
Qs.  Mr.  Flynn,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien,  Mr. 

J.  Redmond,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  As. 

Mr.  A.   Chamberlain,    Mr.    A.   J. 

Balfour,   Mr.   Wyndham,  Jtily  11, 

104. 
Qs.   Mr.  Flynn,  Mr.  O'Shee,  Mr.  Gil- 

hooly,  Mr.    GouidinGT,    Mr.  T.   M. 

Healy ;  .4*.  Mr.   A.   Chamberlain, 

Mr.  A.  3.  Balfour,  July  18,  852. 

53 


Cork  and  Fermoy  Bailway— eon^. 

Correspondence  relating  to,  between  Fish* 
guard  Company  and  Treasury— 
Layiog  on  the  Table  of  the  House 
Qs.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  Mr.  J.  Red- 
mond ;  As.  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain, 
July  22,  nZ^. 

Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway 
Bill  Debate,  July  23, 1297. 

Cork  and  Orrery,  Earl  of 

Cavalry  Establishments,  Insufficient  sup- 
ply of  Horses,  July  15,  366. 

Cornwall  and  York*  Duke  and  Duchess  of 
Visit  to  New   Zealand— New    Table   of 
Precedence 
g.  Mr.  C.  Wason ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain,  July  16,  584. 

Coronation 

Westminster   Abbey,   Preparations   in — 
Control  of  Arrangements 
Q.  Lord  Balcarres ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Doug- 
las, July  22, 1120. 

Costa  Bica 

Trade  Report  Presented,  July  18,  776. 

Counties  and  Boroughs 

Tithe  Rent-Charge  (Rating)  Act — Amount 
paid  to  Administrative  Counties  and 
Boroughs,  Return  Presented,  July  18, 
813. 

County  Councils 

Evening  Continuation  Schools,  Control  of 
Debate  on  Education  (No.    2)  Bill, 
July  15.  453 ;  Juht  23,  1364  ;    July 
24,  1432. 

Local  Grovernment  Board  Powers,  Trans- 
ferring   to   County    Councils,  pro- 
posed 
Os.  Sir  W.  Foster,  Julu  16,  634  :  Mr. 
W.  Long,  636. 

County  Courts,  Ireland 
Appeals  in  Co.  Sligo 

Q.  Mr.  W.  M'Killop  ;  A,  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, July  12,  260. 

County  Courts  (Ireland)  Bill 

Belfast  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Resolution 
against  Omission  of  Clauses 
Q,  Mr,  Johnston  ;    A.    Mr.    Wynd- 
ham, July  23,  1343. 

Courts  Martial 

South  African  War,  see  that  title. 

Oranbome,    Yi&e— Under     Seaxtary     for 
Foreign  Affairs  [Rochester] 

Armenia,  Disturbances  by  Kurds — Repre- 
sentations to  Turkey,  eic.^J^du  19J3^5, 
996.  Digitized  by  vliOOgie 
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Oraaborne,  YiBC—cont, 

Borneo,  British  Norch  Borneo  Company— 
Construction   of   Railway    Line   from  j 
Jesselton  to  Tenom,  July  16,  585. 

China 

Departure  of  Troops,  etc. ,  July  18,  829. 
Indemnity  Question,  July  18,  829. 

Means  of   Raising  and  Method 

of  Payment,  July  22,  1118. 

Shanghai,  Foreign  Troops  at— Num- 

her  and  Nationality,  July  22, 1118. 

Tokien,  Secret  Society  Disturbances 

at,  July  23,  1330. 
Tuan,    Prince   and  Gen.    Tung-fuh- 
Slang— Official  Information  as  to 
Whereabouts  of,  July  22, 1118. 
Yangtsze  Valley,  British  Interests  in 
—Foreign     Troops    at    Shanghai, 
July  23,  1330. 
Ccmsular  and  Diplomatic  Service— Work 
of  Commercial  Agents  abroad,   Great 
Britain's     Commercial    Position    and 
Relation   to  the   European   Situation, 
July  19, 1012,  1023,  1045. 

Uganda 

Administration  by  the  Foreign  Office, 
etc.,  July  19,  1051,  1072. 

Johnston'fl,  Sir  H.,  Report— Date  of 
Issue,  July  19,  995. 

Zanzibar  and  Pemba  Slave  Trade 

Dilke's,     Sir   C,     Criticism  of   the  I 
Foreign  Office,  etc.,  July  19,  1033. 

Giving  Publicity  to  Decision  of  Pro-  ' 
vincial    Court   of   Mombasa,  etc., 
July  11,  90. 

Orimea 

Appointment  of  British  Consuls 

Os,  Mr.   G.  Bowles,  July  19,   1009  ; 
Vise.  Cranbome,  1014. 

Oriminal   and   Judicial    Statistics   Pre. 
sented,  July  15,  416. 

Cromer,  Vise 

Took  the  Oath,  July  12,  217. 

Oromer  Water  Bill 

L  Report,*  July  22,  1077. 

Orondron,  S. 

Army    Pensioner — Proposed   Increase   of 
Pension 
Q,  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
July  15,  422. 

Orops 

Compensation  for  Damage  to  Crops,  etc., 
Bill,  8€e  that  title. 

Oross,  Mr.  A-  [Glasgow,  Comlachie] 

Alkali,  etc.,  Works  Regulation  Bill,  2r., 
July  22,  1232. 

Glasffow  Corporation  (Police)  Provisional 
Order  Connrmation  Bill.,  Con,,  July  19, 


980. 
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Grown  Quit  Bents 

8CC  Ireland,  Quit  Rents. 

Oallinant  Mr.  J.  [Tipperary,  S.] 

Agriculture,  Prices  at  Fairs,  Retanis— 
Names  of  Reporters,  July  11, 113, 114 

Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway 
Bill,  Con,,  July  23,  1316. 

Kildooney  Estate,  Sale  of  Grass  Lands  to 
Tenants— Proposed  Purchase  hy  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  etc.,  July  IS, 
846. 

Labourers'  Cottages—Rejection  of  Appli- 
cations, Inspectoi  assigning  Reuooi 
for,  etc,  July  19, 1001. 

Land  Courts  —  Farmers  debarred  from 
entering,  through  having  sub-teoanli) 
etc,  July  15,  443. 

Local  Government  Amendment  BUl^ 
Date  of  Introduction,  July  15,  448. 

Noonan— Release  from  Graol,  July  IS, 
446. 

Dalkey 

Revision  Court,  Establishment  of,  pro- 
posed 
Qs,  Mr.  Mooney.  Mr.  Field ;  As.  Mr. 
Atkinson,  July  23, 1345. 

Dalrymple,  Sir  C  [Ipswich] 

West  Indian  Mails— Delay  in  Delivery, 
July22,\\2A. 

Dancing 

Evening  Continuation  Schools  Earning 
Grants  by  Teaching  Dancing- 
Dancing  as  "Suitable  Phydbl 
Exercise,'*  etc 
Os,  Duke  of  Devonshire,  July  IS, 
387;  Earl  Spencer,  386;  Mr. 
Channing,  458;  Mr.  Duke,  472; 
Dr.  Macnamara,  473. 

Dangerous  Trades 

Lead  Poisoning,  see  that  title. 

Davis,  Mr.  A.  [Carmarthen  Borou^] 

I         British  South  Africa  Company 
I  Accounts^Delay   in   forwarding  to 

I  Colonial  Office,  etc,  July  15, 434, 

425. 
Jameson  Raid  Indemnity—GonnUr* 
claims,  Jtdy  15,  424. 
Finance  Bill,  3R.,  July  17,  75a 
South  African    War,  Cost  of  the  War, 
Contributions  from  the  Transvaal  ano 
Orange  River  Colony— Sir  D.  Barboor's 
Report,  July  17,  750. 
Transvfiial— Cost  of  Administration,  Tazs* 
tion  of  Gold  Mines,  Sir  D.  Barboor'a 
Report,  etc.,  July  15,  423, 

Day  Indnstrial  Schools  (Ireland)  Bill 
/.  com*  and  Report,*  July  16,  661. 
Report,*  July  23,  1254. 
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^Death  Duties 

Incidence  of  Taxation— Effect  of  Death 
Daties  on  the  Proportion  of  Income 
Tax  paid  by  the  Wealthy  Classes 
0.  Mr.  Bartley,  Jvly  17,  736. 


Definice  of  the  Empire 

Coast  Defences,  see  that  title. 

Colonial  Assistance  to  the  Navy 
0.  Vise.  Goschen,  July  le,  231. 

Food  Snpply  in  Case  of  War— Proposed 

Inqniry 

Q.  Mr.   J.  Hattoa  ;   A,    Mr.   A.    J. 

Balfonr,  July  16,  450. 

Beqnirements,  Naval  and  Military— Mr. 

Stanhope's  Memorandum,  see  Stanhope. 

Delanyt  Mr.  W.  [Queen's  Co.,  Ossory] 

Brosna  Drainage  Board— Date   of   Last 

Meeting,  Expenditure,    etc,  JiUy   15, 

443. 
Walsh,    Mr.,    Trial  of  — Retaining   Mr. 

Bashe  as  Special  Counsel  for  the  Crown, 

July  18,  851. 


Pelmege  Estate 

Sale  of  Holding  to  J.  Casey— Delay 

Q,  Mr.  Joyce;    A.    Sir.    Wyndham, 
July  19,  1003. 

Denbigh,  Earl  of 

Lisoannor  Harbour,  Co.  Clare,  Deepening 
proposed — Amount  required.  Amount 
already  spent,  etc.,  Jtuy  18,  797,  798. 

Salmon  Fi«iberies  (Ireland)  Bill,  Intro., 
July  19,  965. 

Denbighshire 

Sunday  Drinkiug  Clubs,  Increase  in  Num- 
ber —  Police    Control,    Legislation 
proposed,  etc. 
Q,  Mr.  G.  Kenyon ;    A.  Mr,  Ritchie, 
July  18,  831. 

Dental  Attendance  for  Soldiers 

South  African  War 

e.   Col.    Brookfield;    A.   Mr.   Brod- 
rick,  July  16,  580. 

Derby  Corporation  Bill 

12k,*  July  22,  1078. 

Derbyshire  and  Nottinghamshire  Electric 
Power  Bill 
I.  Sr,*  July  15,  S5S. 
c.  Lords  Amendts.*  July  19,  983. 

Derry 

see  Londonderry. 

DoTolntion  of  Parliamentary  Business 
see  Business  of  the  House. 
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Devon,  North 

Postal  Service— Daily  Delivery  in  Berry- 
narbor,  etc. 
Q,  Mr.  Scares  ;  A,  Mr.  A,  Chamber- 
lain, July  18,  840. 

Devonshire,   Duke   of— Lord  President  of 
the  Council 
Evening    Continuation    Schools,  Regula- 
tions—Minute of  July  3,  July  15,  383, 
389,  393,  394, 395. 

Dewar,  Mr.  Thomas  [Tower  Hamlets,  St. 

George's] 
Motor  Cars,  Use  of,  for  Conveying  Mails— 

Resulta  of  Experiments,  July  11, 101. 
Pauper  Aliens  in  East  Lonflon,  Increase  of 

— Legislation  proposed,  July  19,  997. 
Postage  Rates— Foreign  Postage  in  the 

Postal  Union,  proposed  Reduction,  etc., 

July  18,  83e. 
Postmen— Pension  Delays,  July  18,  841. 
Promotions  from  the  Ranks,  Number  of, 

July  19,  990. 
Tower  of  London— Free   Admission  for 

Soldiers  and  Sailors,  July  18,  824. 
Transvaal— State  Loans  issued  previous  to 

the  War.  Lord  Kitchener's  Communica- 
tion to  Gen.  Botha,  July  11,  70. 
Volunteers  returned  from  South  Africa — 

Review  in  Hyde  Park  proposed,  July  19, 

254. 

Didsbnry 

Sub-Postmastership  Vacancy  —  Appoint- 
ment of  Person  not  in  the  Service 
Q,  Mr.  Groves ;  ^.  Mr.  A.  Chamber- 
lain, July  18,  839. 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles  [Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean] 

Consular  and  Diplomatic  Service,  Distri- 
bution of  the  Consulates,  etc.,  July  19^ 
1025. 

Factories  and  Workshops  -Reports  of  In- 
spectors, Date  of  Issue,  July  18,  831. 

Foreigh  Office  Cripples,  July  19, 1047. 

Militia  and  Yeomanry  BUI,  2R.,  July  22, 
1191. 

South  African  War— Boer  Prisoners  at 
St.  Helena,  Shooting  of  Godefroy,  July 
18,  817. 

Uganda— Administration  by  the  Foreign 
Office,  Expenditure,  Sir  fl.  Johnston's 
Report,  etc.,  Jtdy  19, 1047,  1069. 

Zanzibar  Slave  Trade  —  Foreign  Office 
Administration,  July  19^  1025. 

Dillon,  Mr.  J.  [Mayo,  E.] 

Belfast— Attack  on  Roman  Catholic 
Drovers,  July  22,  1127. 

Education,  Ireland 

Constitution  and  Administration  of 
the  Board  of  Kdncation,  Arch- 
bishop Walsh's  Resignation,  etc., 
July  12,  339. 
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Dillon,  Mr.  J. — cont. 

Education,  Ireland — cont. 

Marlborouffh  Street  Training  College, 
Students'  Residence,  July  15,  535. 

Finance  Bill,  8r.,  July  17,  704. 

M'Hu^h,  Mr.  P.  A.,  Imprisonment — 
Editing  Newspaper  from  Prison, 
Article  for  **  Sligo  Champion  "  stopped 
by  Governor  of  Gaol,  July  11,  114,  116. 

Mediterranean  Fleet — Mr.  Arnold  White's 

Letter,  July  11,  83. 
National  School  Teachers,  Residual  Grant, 

July  12,  328. 
Railways,  Extensions  —  Great  Northern 

and  iBelfast   and  Co.    Down  Railway 

Companies,  July  11,  103. 

South  African  War 

Censorship  Regulations— Gren.  Max- 
well's Proclamation,  etc.,  July  15, 
418. 

Kruger,  Mr.,  and  Gen.  Botha,  Tele- 
fframs  between — Transmission  by 
Lord  Kitchener,  etc.,  July  11,  77. 

More,  J.,  and  Family— Murder  bv 
Kaffirs  on  Zulu  Frontier,  alleged, 
July  lb,  419. 

Vlakfontein 

British  Hospital  and  Wounded 
left  in  the  hands  of  the  Boers, 
alleged,  July  12,  252,  253, 
July  15,  417. 
Britisti  Wounded,  Murder  of, 
July  15,  416 

Dingle  Bay 

Trawling   in— Proposed   Amendment  of 

Qs.  Mr.  J.  O'Donnell;  As.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  23,  1339. 

Diplomatic  and  Gonsolar  Service 

Commercial  Attach^  and  Agents  Abroad 
— Distribution,    Dissemination    of 
Information,  etc. 
Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  July  10, 
1007,  1014. 

Commercial  Training  of  Consuls,  Defects 
of  Present  System 
Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  July  19, 
1007. 

Interchangeability    of    portion    of    the 
Consular  Service 
Os.  Mr.  C.  Hobhouse ;  Mr.  G.  Bowles, 
July  19,  1007,  1008. 

Personal  and  Office  Allowances 

Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  July  19, 
1043. 

Work   of  —  Diplomatic   Position  of   the 
United   Kingdom   throughout   the 
World,  etc. 
Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  July  19, 
1006. 

Diseases  of  Animals 

Board  of  Agriculture  Administration 

Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  July  16, 
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District  Messenger  and  Theatre  Ticket 
Oomiiany  Bill 
<?.  Bill  withdrawn,  July  18,  811. 


Docksrards 

Machinery,  Modernisation  of 
Q,  Mr.  Harmsworth ;  A, 
Forster,  July  11,  84. 


Mr.  ArtMOd- 


Dogs 

Rabies,  Result  of  Efforts  to  stamp  out 
08.  Mr.  H.  Hobhouse,  July  16,  674 ; 
Mr.  Hanbury,  684. 

Doncaster  Tithe  Tmst  Bill 

c.  Report,*  Jti/y  iP,  985. 

Donelan,  Oapt  A.  J.  C  [Cork,  K] 

Haulbowline  Ordnance  Department- 
Labourers'  Wages,  July  11,  81. 

'Midleton  Labourers'  Cottages — Rejeotion 
of  Applications,  Case  of  Smiddy,  ^c, 

July  19, 1000,  1001. 

Douglas,  Mr  C  M.  [Lanark,  N.W.] 

Glasgow  Corporation  (Police)  ProvisioBal 
Oixier  Confirmation  Bill,  Con.,  July  19, 
974. 

Donglas,  Rt-  Hon.  A.  Akers— ^w^  Ckm- 
missioner  of  Works  [Kent,  St.  Augus- 
tine's] 

Brookley  Cemetery  Scandal — Exhuming 
Bodies  of  Greenwich  Paupers  without 
Authority,  etc.,  July  82, 1121. 

Cocaine,  Sale  of ~  Restrictions  Proposed, 
July  22,  1121. 

Houses  of  Parliament 

Plans,  Preparing  and  Hanging  up  in 
the  House,  July  16,  594. 

Telephone    Arrangementp,    Improve- 
ment  of,  July  23,  1336. 

National  Gallery  (Purchase  of  Adjacent 
Land)  Expenses,  Com.,  July  22,  1233, 
1236. 

Parliament  Street  Government  Offices- 
Execution  of  the  late  Mr.  Biydon's 
Design,  etc.,  July  23,  1336. 

Queen  Victoria,  Memorial  to — Exhibiting 
Designs  publicly,  July  19,  999 ;  July  it, 
1121. 

Russell,  Lord,  Trial  of— Vote  for  Expendi- 
ture, July  15,  436  ;  July  16,  594. 

Westminster  Abbey  —  Preparations  for 
Coronation  Ceremony,  July  22, 1120. 

Dover  Oorporation  Bill 
c.  Report,*  July  23, 1319. 

Dover  Gas  Bill 

c.  Report,*  July  19,  985. 
3r.^  July  23,  1318. 

Dover  Harbour  Bill 


c.  Report,*  t/«/2/  ^^'^^OOqIc 


Con.*  July  24,  1431. 
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Doxford,  Sir  T.  [Sanderland] 

Bftrry   Rifle  Kange— Sapply   of  Breech 
loading  Ganp,  etc.,  July  18^  822. 

•«  Dreadnought/'  H.M.S. 
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July  \\— July  2i. 

Dufly,  Mr.  W.  J.  [Galway,  S.] 

MalicioQs  Burning 

Clanricarde   Entate— Prosecution    of 
Murphy  for  Perjury,  etc.,  July  18, 


Replacing  Guns — Cost  incurred,  etc 

Qs.  Mr.  Harmsworth,  Mr.  Paulton ; 
As,  Mr.  Arnold- Forster,  July  11 1 
86. 

Dnmkards  Bill 

c.  Bill  Withdrawn,  Juli/  ^e,  1248. 

Dublin 

Blackie  and  Co.,  Meseirs.— Contractors  for 
BookA  to  Board  of  Education, 
Bookbinders'  Society's  Complaints, 
etc. 

Hospitals— Report   of   Board   of    Super- 
intendence for  1900-1,  Presented,  JtUy 
lU  4,  69. 
Q.  Mr.  Nannetti ;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  11,  111. 
Marlborough  Street   Training  College- 
Disgraceful     state     of     Students' 
Residence 
Debate  in  Com.   of  Supply,  July  15, 
531,  539. 

National  Gallery,  Neglect  of,  compared 
with  English  National  Gallery 
0.  Mr.   T.   M.  Healy,  July  22,  1234, 
1245,  1246. 

Post  Office— Queen  Victoria's  Funeral  and 
National    Holiday,    Telegraphists' 
Grievance 
Q,  Mr.  Mooney;  A.  Mr.  A.  Cliam- 
berlain,  July  11,  117. 

Revision     Courts  —  Establishment     of 
Court  at  Dalkey,  proposed 
Qs    Mr.    Mooney,  Mr.    Field;    As. 
Mr.  Atkinson,  July  23,  1345. 

Dublin,  Archbishop  of 

Irish  Board  of  Education.  Resignation  of 
Seat  in,  see.  title  Education— Ireland. 

Dublin  Oorporation  (MarketSi  etc-)  Bill 
c.  Lords  Amendments,*  Jxdy  15,  414. 

Dublin  (Equalisation  of  Bates)  Bill 

/.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  12, 
217. 
3r  ♦  July  22,  1078 . 

Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  Wexford  Bailway 
(New  Boss  and  Waterford  Exten- 
sion) Bill 

/.  2B.*  July  15,358, 
Report*  July  19,  957. 
Sn,*  July  22,  1078. 

Dudley,  Earl  ot—Secretm^  to  the  Board  cf 
I'rade. 

Naval  Reserve  Establishment— Influx  of 
Foreigners  into  British  Ships,  £x- 
haa«iion  of  Resources  for  Mian 
the  Navy. 

Debate  (Lords),  Jtdy  12,  220. 
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Compensation  Claim,   Case  of  John 
Cooley,  Jtdy  22, 1131. 

Scariff  Water  Works— Area  of  Charge, 
July  15,  442. 

Duke,  Mr.  H.  E.  [Plymouth] 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com,,  July  15, 
471. 

Hou«ing  of  the  Working  Classes  Problem 
— Plymouth  Experiment,  Local  (Govern- 
ment Board  Regulations  and  Condi? 
tions,  etc.,  July  16,  626. 

Duke  of  York's  School,  Ohelsea 

Dental  Surgeon,  Appointment  of  proposed 
Q,  Mr.  C.  Wason ;  A,  Lord  Stanley, 
July  23,  1327. 

Dummy  Parliamentary  Papers 

Laying  on  the  Table— Abuse  of  Practice, 
Report  incended  as  a  Parliamentary 
Paper 
Os.  Earl  Beanchamp,  Earl  of  Hard- 
wicke.  Earl  Spencer,  July  12,  247, 
248. 

Dunalley,  Lord 

Took  the  Oath,  July  18,  774. 

Duncan,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Yorks  W.  R.,  Otley] 
Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Cmiu,  July  24, 
1483, 1485. 

Dundee  Corporation  Order  Oonflrmation 
Bill 

/.  1  R.»  July  11,  3. 
Zb,,*  July22,l{ri9. 

Duration  of  Speeches 

Waste  of  the  Time  of  the  House 
0,  Major  Rasch,  July  22, 1155. 

Duming-Lawrence,  Sir  E.  [Cornwall,  Truro 
Hendon  Tramways  Bill,  2  R.  July  19,  974. 

Dyke,  Bi^^t  Hon.   Sir  W.    Hart  [Kent, 
Dartford] 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com.,  Jxdy  15, 
486 ;  July  23,  1364,  1361. 

East  End  of  London 

Hounne  of  the  V/orking  Classes  Problem 
Debate  in  Com.  ol  Supply,  July  16, 
606 

Easton  and  Church  Hope  Bailwa73ilU 

c.  Report,*  July  19,  985.  O 
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Eccles  Oorporation  Bill 
/.  Sn,*  July  15,  358. 
c.  Lords'  Ainendts.,*  July  19,  983. 

Edinburgh    Oorporation    Order    Oonfir- 
mation  Bill 
c.  IR.*  July  19,  984. 
Con.*  July  2S,  1318. 
3R.*  July  24,  1431. 

Edinburgh    and    District   Water  Order 
Oonflnnation  Bill 

/.  3R.»/w/yi5,  776. 
e.  Con,*  July  S3,   1318. 
Z^*  July  24,  1431. 

Education 

President.— jyxk\L»  of  DevonBhire. 
Vice-President,— l^t,   Hon.  Sir  J.  E. 
Gorat. 

Age  Limit — School  Boards  restricted  by 
the  Cockerton  Judgment  to  giving 
Education  to  Children  under  fifteen 
years  of  age 

Os.  Sir  J.   Gorst,  July  15,  470 ;  Mr. 

Hutton,  470 ;  Dr.  Macnamara,  477. 

Charity  Commissioners'  Proceedings  under 

Endowed   Schools   Act  for  1900— 

Reoort    presented,    July  18,  111  ; 

Danoinc— Physical  Exercise  in  Evening 
Schools,  see  Sub-heading  Evening  Con- 
tinuation Schools. 

Evening  Continuation  Schools 
Attendance  Statistics 

Debate  on  Education  (No.  2)  Bill, 
July  15,  469 

^* Cheap  'and  Shoddy"  Education, 
Duke  of  Devonshire's  state- 
ment, alleged 
Os.  Dr.  Macnamara,  July  15, 473 ; 
Mr.  C.  Morley,  503— Sir  J. 
Grorst's  Contradiction,  503. 

Compulsory  Attendance,  suggested 

0,  Bishop  of  Hereford,  July  15, 
392. 

Dancing  as  "  Suitable  Physical  Exer- 
ciser—Grants earned  by  teach- 
ing  Dancing,  etc. 

Os.  Duke  of  Devonshire,  Jtdy  15, 
387;  Earl  Spencer,  395  ^Mr. 
Channing,  458 ;  Mr.  Duke,  472 ; 
Dr.  Macnamara,  473. 

Exchequer  Grants  for  Pupils  over  15 
years  of  age 
Q.  Dr.    Macnamara;  A.   Sir  J. 
Gorst,  July  16,  592. 

Kegulations  —  Board  of  Education 
Minute  of  the  3rd  July,  Age 
Limit,  etc. 

Applications  for  Schools,  sending 
in — Extending  Limit  of 
Time 

Q.  Lord  E.  Fitzmaurice; 
-4.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  July  15, 
435. 

28 


INDEX.  [VoL  97. 

Jtdy  11 — July2i. 

Edncadon— (;on^. 

Evening  Continuation  Schools— €0iU. 

Exchequer  Grants  for  Pupils  over  15 
years  of  age— con/. 

Regulations — cont. 

Children  iwho  have  lost  a  year 
through  illness,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.    Whitley;     A.    Sir 
J.  Gorst,  July  11,  lOa 

Debate  on  Education  (No.  2)  Bill, 

July  15,  470,  477,  478. 
Debate  (Lords),  July  15, 378. 

Grants     to     Voluntary     Night 

Schools 

Qs.    Dr.    Macnamara;    As. 

Su-  J.  Goist,  Jidy  23,  1336. 

Home  Nursing  and  Ambulance 

work.  Instruction  in 

Q.  Lt.  Col.  Tufnell ;  ^.  Sir 

J.  Gorst,  Jtdy  to,  435 
Q.  Dr.  Macnamara;  A.  Sir 
J.  Gorst,  July  16,  592. 
Opportunity  for  Discussion 

Q.  Mr.    Cliannini;;  A.   Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  July  22, 1135 
Qs.    Dr.     Macnamara,    Mr. 
Channing,    Mr.   Whiteley, 
Mr.  Asquith,  Mr.   Bryce; 
As.    Mr.    A.    J.     BaUonr, 
July  23,  1349. 
Parliamentary  and  Free  Grants- 
Method  of  Calculating 
Q.   Mr.   Coffhill ;  ^.   Su-  J. 
Gorst,  JiSy  18,  833. 
Petitions,  July  19,  987. 

Registration,  Method  of 

Q.  Dr.   Macnamara  ;   -4.  Sir 
J.  Gorst,  Jtdy  16,  593. 

School     Year— Date     of     Com- 
mencing 
Q.  Dr.  MacNainara;  A.  Sir 
J.  Gorst,  July  16,  592. 

Technical  Classes,  Competition 
with— Lonffton  Technical 
Classes,  Keduction  of 
Numbers  attending 
Q.  Mr.  Corrie  Grant;  A.  Sir 
J.  Gorst,  July  22,  1123. 

Voluntary    Schools— Publication 
of    Accounts,    Fees,    Age 
Limit,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  E.  Gray;  A.  Sir  J. 
Grorst,  July  18,  834. 

Grants,    Schools   in    Receipt    of    Parlia- 
mentary Grants,  Giants  paid  to  School 
Boards,   etc.  —  Statement    Presented, 
.  July  22,  1081,  lllL 

Higher  Grade  Schools  and  the  Cockert<Mi 

Judgment 

Cardiff— Number  of  Children  affected 

0.  Mr.  Corrie  Grant,  Jtdy  15, 523. 

Q.  Mr.  Corrie  Grant ;  A.  Sir  J. 

Gorst,  July  22,  1122. 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  see  that  title. 

Evening  Coniinuation  Schools  and  the 
Minute  of  July  3,  see  sub-heading 
Evening  Continuation  Sc1m)o18. 

Petitions,  July  19,  987^0gre 
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Inspectors  of  Schools,   Iiistnictions  to— 
Delay  in  Issne 
Q.  Mr.  YoxaU ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  July 
id,  998. 

Ireland 

Board  of  Education 

Report  of  Commissioners  for  1900, 
Presented,  July  22,  1111 ;  July 
23,  1252. 

Starkie,  Dr. — Referenoes  to,  in 
Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  July 
12,  289,  310,  319,  322,  326,  326, 
333;  J\dy  15,  636,  637,  638, 
639,640. 

Walsh,  Archbishop,  Resignation 
Appointment  of  Successor 
q,  Mr.  Bolaod  ;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,    July    22^ 
1131. 

Attack  on  the  Constitution 
and  Administration  of 
the  Board 
Debate  in  Com.  of  Sup- 
ply, Jxdy  12,  264 ;  July 
75,532. 

Publication  of  Minutes,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  O'DonneU; 
A,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  11,  1*10. 

Extracts  from  Minutes  of 
Proceedings  of  Com- 
missioners, etc.,  Pre- 
sented, July  11,  70. 

Sooks — Imported  Books   from  Scot* 
land,  etc. 
Blackie  and  Co.,  Messrs. — Book- 
binders'    Society's     Com- 
plaints, etc. 
§.   Mr.    Nannetti;   A,    Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  11,  111. 

Members  of  the  Board  in  the  Pay 
of  Messrs.  Blackie,  alleged 
0.  Mr.   Nannetti,   July   15, 
540. 

Circulars— Distribution  of  unauthor- 
ised Circulars  to  Managers 
Q.   Mr.   T.   O'Donnell;    A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Jvly  11,  HI. 

Convent  Schools — Board  of  Education 
Ciixjular 
Ob  Mr.  J.  Remond,  July  12,  276 ; 
Mr.    Wyndham,  332;   Mr.    J. 
Dillon,  341. 

Kindergarten  Training  tor  Teachers 
g.  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  11,  112. 

Marlborough  Street  Training  College 
— Residence  of  Students,  In- 
sanitary and  Disgraceful  Con- 
dition of  Houses 
Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  July 
15,  631. 

Model  Schools— Methods  of  the  Board 
of  Education 
0*.   Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  July  12, 
294 ;  Mr.  Wyndham  338. 

National    School   Teachers,  ste   that 
title. 

29 


Education— cow^ 
Ireland— <;o>t<. 

Religious  Emblems  in  Schools,  Griev- 
ance—References to  in  Debate  in 
Com.  of  Supply,  July  12, 292,  298, 
806,307. 
System   of    Education   unsuited   to 
National  Requirements 
Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  July 
12,  2U. 

Vote  for  National  Education,  July  12, 
264  ;  July  15,  531. 

School  Board  System,  Destruction  of— 
Transfer  of  Contiol  to  an  indirectly 
elected  and  Co-optative  Authority 
Debate  on  the  Education  (No.  2)  Bill, 
July  15,  453 ;  July  23,  1364 ;  July 
24,  1432. 

Schoolmasters  as  Rate  Collectors 

Q.  Mr.  Soames ;  .4.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  July 
16,  593. 

Scotland — Reoort,  Date  of  Issue 

Q,    Mr.    Weir;    A.  Mr.   A.   G. 
Murray,  July  19,  998. 
General  Report  for  1900  Presented, 
July  23,  1253,  1321. 

Secondary  Schools,  Return  proposed 

g.  Mr.  Bartley ;  ^.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  July 
11,  102. 
Teachers,  Dismissal  of— Right  of  Appeal^ 
Date  of  Introducing  Bill 
Q.  Sir  J.  Leese ;  A,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
JiUy  15,  451. 

Voluntary  Schools,  see  that  title. 

Wales— Application  of  Education  (No.  2) 
Bill,  Work  of  County  Governing  Bodies, 
etc..  References  to  in  Debate  on  the 
Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  July  24.  1473, 
1475,  1476, 1477. 1478. 

Education,  Board  of 

Agricultural    Instruction  —  Division    of 
Duties    between    Board    of    Agri- 
culture and  Board  of  Education 
0,  Mr.  H.  Hobhouse,  July  16,  676. 

Petition  of  Thomas  Allen  for  Withdrawal 
of  Draft  Order  in  Council  No.  216,  Jtdy 
17,  698. 

Education,  Board  of  (Ireland) 
see  Education — 1 1  eland. 

Education  Board  Provisional  Orders  Con- 
firmation (Barnes)  Bill 
c.  2k.*  July  12,  249. 

Education  (Oontinuation  Schools)  Bill 
Petitions  July  11,  69  ;  July  12,  250 ;  July 
15,  416  ;    July  17,  698  ;   July  18,  813  ; 
Jtdy  24,  1431. 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill 

c.   Com.,  July  15,   453;   July  23,   1364; 

July  24,  1432. 
Petitions,  July  16,  675 ;    July  19,  987  ; 

July  22,  1110;  July  2S,  1320;  July  24, 

1431. 


Bdu— Fac] 

Education  (Scotland)  Bill 

/.  Report/  Jvly  11,  21.  ' 
3R  *  July  15,  397. 


Egypt 


British    Occupation— Sir   W.   Harcourt'a 
Pessimwtic  Prophecies 
Chamberlain,  Mr.,  on,  July  17,  732 
08.  Mr.  W.  Churchill,  749 ;  Mr. 
W.  Redmond,  766. 
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July  n—Juhj  24. 

Bsmonde.  Sir  T.  G.  [Wexford,  N.] 

Financial  Relations  between  Eng^dtnd 
Ireland— OverTaxation  of  Ireland,  al- 
leged, July  IS,  887. 
Gold  Ornaments  in  British  Museum-- 
Restoring  to  IreUnd,  July  16^  595 ;  Jnlf 
i9.  1004. 
Enniscorthy  Post  Office,  Construction  d. 

Tenders,  July  16,  599. 
Loans  to  Tenante  for  Dwelling  Houses- 


Electric  Light  | 

Change  of  Current 

Board  of  Trade  Amended  Rules 

0.  Mr.  G.  Balfour,  July  12,  255. 
Chelsea  Electricity  Supply  Company 
—Change  ot  Pressure,  Increas- 
ing Price  to  Customers  who 
have  not  accepted  200  Volts 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Woi-tley;  A.  Mr.  G. 
Balfour,  July  12,  255. 

Electrical  ICacliinery 

Gun   Turrets   on    H.M.    Ships— Use   of 
Electricity 
Q.  Mr.  Harmsworth  ;  -4.  Mr.  Amold- 
Forster,  July  15,  427. 

EUand  Gas  Bill 

c.  Report,*  July  16,  574. 
Con*  July  2^,  1108. 

Elliot,  Mr.  A.  B.  D.  [Durham] 

Financial  Relations  between  England  and 
Ireland— OverTaxation  of  Ireland,  al- 
leged, July  18,  945. 


ElpMn 


Postal  Service— Proposed  Improvements, 
Q.  Mr.  Tully ;  ^.  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain 
July  19,  1003- 

Embassies  and  Missions  Abroad 
Vote  for,  Jidy  19,  1006. 

Emigration  and  Immigration 

Alien  Immigration,  see  Aliens. 

Endowed  Schools  Acts 

Charity  Commissioner8,Proceedings  under, 
1900— Report  Presented,  July  18,  777 ; 
July  19,  988. 

Engine  Explosion 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway,  see 
Pontefract 

Engineers 

Cooper's  Hill  College,  see  that  title. 

Enniscorthy 

Post  Office,  Construction  of —Tenders 

Q,  Sir  T.  Esmonde :  A,  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, July  10,  599. 

Erzeroum 

Trade  Report,  Presented,  July  15,  360. 
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Extending  Period  of  Repayment,  pro 
posed,  JtUy  12,  259. 
Wexford  County  Surveyor--Alleged  over- 
payment for  Clerk  and  Offifce,  J«/y  i^. 


"Enrydice" 

Death  of  R.  Power— Inquiry,  propoM^ 
g.  Mr.   Field ;   A.   Mr.   G.  TBalfoar, 
July  18,  832. 

Evans,  Mr.  S.  T.  [Glamorgan,  Mid  ] 
Finance  Bill,  Con.,  July  11,  178. 

Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  [Maidstone] 

Uganda -Expenditure  oa  Railway,  etc 
July  19,  1065,  1070,  1072. 

Evening  Continuation  Schools 

see  Education. 

Evictions,  Ireland 

Nuiv.ber  of  Notices  filed  during  quarto- 
ended  June  30,  1901— Return  Presentfidt 
July  16,  550,  576. 

Explosions 

Engine    Explosion     at    Pontefract,   «« 

Pontefract. 
Kynoch's,    Messrs.,    Factory    at    Wore- 

borough  Dale— Inspector's  Report  m- 

sented,  July  12,  219^  251. 

Extradition 

Convention  between  Great  Britain  mJ 
United  States  Presentetl,  J^w/y  l^i  x^'^ 
251. 

Factories 

British,  Removal  of  to  United  States 
a    Mr.  Field  ;    A.  Mr.  G.  Balfoar* 
July23,l2S^i. 

I  Factories  and  Workshops 
\         Inspector's  Report,  Delay  inpresentingt*^ 
Parliament  _.    ,.     ,;^ 

'  Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke;  Mr.  Ritchie, /Wr 

Q.  Sir  C.  DUke ;  A,  Mr.  Ritchie, /ti/jr 
IS,  831. 
Lead  Compounds  in  Pottery-Beport  on 
work  of  Government  Laboratory,  rn^ 
sent«d  July  15,  360.  415. 
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Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  Amendment 
BiU 
PetitioiiB,  Juiy  SS,  1320. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  Amendment 
BiU 
Factory  and  Workshop  Consolidatioii  Bill 
and  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts 
Amendment  Bill  —  Instruction  to 
Standing  Com.  on  Trade 
Motion  (Mr.  Ritchie)  July  18,  873. 

Far  East  Department  of  the  Foreign  Office 
see  Foreign  Office. 

Farquharson,  Dr.  R.  [Aberdeenshire,  W.] 
Queen  Victoria,  Memorial  of,  Exhibiting 
designs  publicly,  July  19,  998,  999. 

Farrell,  Mr.  J.  P.  [Longford,  N.] 

Militia  and  Yeomanry  Bill,  2r.,  July  ^£, 
1209. 

National  Gallery  (Purchase  of  Adjacent 
Land)  Expenses,  Com.  July  2^y  1244. 

Faversham  Water  Bill 

/.  Commons'  Amendments,*  July  11, 1. 


Fenwick,  Mr.  0-  [Northumberland,  Wans- 
beck] 

Finance  Bill,  Con.,  July  11, 123, 

Ferjaroson,  Mr.  Mnnro  [Leith  Burghs] 

Agricultural  Education  —  Grants-in- Aid 
for  experiments,  etc.,  July  16,  692. 

Fergnsson.  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  [Manchester 

N.E.i 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com.,  July  28, 1376. 

Telegraph  Service  —  Registered  Tele- 
graphic Addresses— Sell^  List,  July  IG, 
594. 

Fermoy 

Railway,  see  Cork  to  Fermoy. 

Urban  District  Council  Meetings,  Incon- 
venience of  Time  fixed  by  Statute 
for — Leg^lation  proposed 

Q,  Mr.  W.  Abraham ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
hBm,July  22,  1128. 

Pfrench,  Mr.  P.  [Wexford,  S.] 

King's  Estate,  Co.  Wexford— Sale  of  Land 
to  Tenants,  Delays,  etc.,  July  11,  113. 

Land  Commission  Report— Date  of  Publi- 
cation, July  11,  113. 

Land  Judges'  Court— Number  of  Petitions 
dismissed  in  1900,  July  11,  112. 

Wexford — Outdoor  Relief  to  Tenants  of 
Labourers'  Cottajres,  July  22,  1131. 
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Field,  Mr.  W.  [Dublin,  St.  Patrick] 

Alkali,  etc.  Works  Regulation  Bill,  2r.,. 

July  es,  1233. 
Belfast  Valuation  Lists,  Publication  of,. 

July  18,  844. 

Dalkey,  Revbion  Court  at,  Establishment 
of,  proposed,  July  23,  1345. 

"  Eurydice  "—Death  of  R.  Power,  Pro-^ 
posed  Inquiry,  July  18,  832. 

Factories,  Removal  of,  from  Great  Britain 
to  United  States,  July  S3, 1331. 

Geological  Survey,  Ireland,  Mineral  De- 
posits—Date of  last  Survey,  July  12, 262. 

Great  Southern  und  Western  Railway  BilU 
Con.,  July  23,  1314,  13ia 

Maiden  Lights,  Improvement  of — Belfast 
Harbour  Conmiissioners'  Suggestion, 
J^Uy  23,  1331. 

National  Gallery  (Purchase  of  Adjacent 
Land)  Expenses,  Com.,  July  22  1235. 

Wharton  Committee  Report — Laying  on 
the  Table  proposed,  July  12,  257. 

Finance 

see  title  Revenue  and  Expenditure  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  etc. 

Finance  Bill 

<?.  Con,,  July  11,  123. 

3r..  July  17,  699. 
/.  IR.*  July  18,  Til. 
2r.,  July  23,  1254. 

{for  details  of  Subjects  Discussed,  see 
Coal,  South  African  Settlement,  etc.) 

Finance  Business  of  the  Honse 

see  Business  of  the  House,  also  title  Supply. 

Financial  Relations,  England  and  Ireland. 

Over-Taxation  of  Ireland,  alleged 

Resolution  (Mr.  Clancy),  July  18, 873. 

Act  of  Union— Separate  FinancLil 
Treatment  for  Ireland  after  the 
Union,  877,  894. 

Amalgamation  of  the  Exchequers^ 
in  1817,  890,  924. 

Anti- Union  Debt,  923. 

Budget  Proposals  of  1901,  904. 

Contribution?  towards  Imperial 
Expenses,  903,  915,  934. 

Cost  of  Irish  Administration,. 
Expenditure  in  Ireland,  etc.^ 
923. 

Emigration  Statistics,  912,  927,. 
942. 

Incidence  of  Taxation  upon  Indi- 
viduals, 896. 

Income  Tax — A&sessment  more 
favourable  than  in  G  reat  Britain^ 
896. 

Local  Grants,  Increased  Grants^ 
905. 


Pledges  CO) 


With  the  Unioa 


—How  they  have  been  kept,889i 
\c(ynl. 
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Tinandal  Belations,  Kngland  and  Ireland 

— eont, 

Over-Taxation  of  Ireland,  alleged— con/. 

Reaolation— con/. 

Position  of  England  and  Ireland 
at  the  time  of  the  Union — 
Contrast,  tt22. 

Proeperons  Condition  of  Ireland — 
Postal,  Banking,  etc ,  Statistics, 
901,  925,  941. 

Royal    Commission    of    Inqniry 
appointed  in  1894,  883, 917, 
936. 
Report,  906— Sir  D.  Barbour's 
Report,  906,  932. 

Set-oflF  Argument  —  Revenue 
raided  in  Ireland  is  returned  to 
Ireland  in  fhape  of  Imperial 
Expenditure,  885,  933,  947. 

System  of  Taxing  two  Countries 
BO  dissimilar  in  their  circum- 
stances as  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  875. 

Whiskey  Tax,  892,  896,  947. 

Fine  Arts 

Commission  of  1842,  Work  of,  under  the 
guidance  of  Prince  Consort 
Debate  (Lords),  JtUy  22,  1083, 

Motion  for  the  Appointment  of 
another  Royal  Commission  (Lord 
Stanmore),  JiUy  22,  1082. 

Tinlay,  Sir  R.  B— -4  «omcy-(?e«cra/ [Inver- 
ness Burghs] 

Penrhyn  Quarry  Dispute— Trial  of  J. 
Owen,  etc.,  Jury  Challenging,  July  16, 
591. 

Russell,  Earl,  Trial  of— Closing  Courts  of 
Justice  on  day  of  Trial,  July  16,  594. 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act — Appeals 
to  Court  of  Appeal  and  House  of  Lords, 
etc.,  July  18,  835. 

rirst  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
Earl  Selhome. 


First  Lord  of  the  Treasnry 
Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  Balfoar. 

Tisher,  Serjeant 

Outrage  of  Rules  of  War  at  Vlakfontein 
alleged 
Q.  Mr.  Labouchere  ;    A.   Mr.  Brode- 
rick,  July  16,  579. 

Fisheries 

Departmental  Committee.  Appointment  of 

g.    Mr.   Weir;    A.  Mr.   G.   Balfour, 

July  16,  586. 

Inspectori}'  Annual  Report  of  Salmon  and 

Fro«h  Water  Fisheries  Presented,  Jtdy 

22,  1081,  1110. 
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Fisheries— con/. 
Ireland 

Kerry,  South,  Ai>p]ications  to  C<m- 
geeted  Districts  Board  for  Coo- 
struction  of  Piers,  Loans,  etc — 
Number  granted.  Amount  ex- 
pended 
Q.  Mr.  Boland  ;  A.  M.  Wynd- 
ham,  July  2fS,  1125. 

Salmon  Fisheries,  see  chat  title. 

Sligo,  North— Want  of  Safe  Landing 
Places 
Q.    Mr.  W.   M'KUlop;    A.   Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  12,  257. 

Trawling 

Dingle  Bay,  see  that  title. 
Prosecutions,  Return  Presented, 
July  15,  416. 

Sea  Fisheries 

Inspectors'  Annual  Report  Preeented, 

/w/y^;?,  1081,  1110. 
Restrictive   Legislation    in    Foreign 

Countries,  Return  Presented,  July 

19,  988. 

Fitzmaurice,  Lord  E.  [WUte,  Cricklade] 
Army    Manwuvres  —  TraflSc   on    Romds, 
Compensation  for  Damage,  July  15,  42L 

Diplomatic  and  Consular  Service — Loes  of 
British  Trade  in  Foreign  Countries, 
Ignorance  of  English  Commercial  Men 

Ahroad,  etc.,  July  19,  1017. 

Evening  Continuation  School  Code,  Ap- 
plications for  Schools,  Sending  in— 
Extending  Limit  of  Time,  July  15,  435. 

Flavin,  Mr.  M.  J.  [Keny,  N.] 

Education  (No.   2)  Bill,   Com,,  July  S3, 

1404 ;  July  24,  1499. 
Hendon  Tramways  Bill,  2r.  July  19,  974. 

Lloyd,  Mr.,  Resident  Magistrate — Taking 
Depositions  verbatitn,  etc.,  July  52, 
1133. 

Meat  Marking  (loeland)  Bill,  Otn.,  July 
IS,  955. 

Milner,  Lord  —  Date  of  Return,  July  IS, 

817. 
Ulster  Custom  Bill,  2r,  July  18,  966. 

Flower,  Mr.  B.  F.  S.  [Bradford,  W.] 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Prohlem 
— Re-housing  displac^  persons  in  tie 
East  End  of  Lonaon,  July  16,  605. 

Leytonstone  Poor  Law  Schools,  Enlarge- 
ment of,  July  12,  256. 

Local  Governmeni.  Boanl  Vote — Date  of 
Discussion,  July  12,  263. 

Pauper  Children— Boarding-out  Schemes, 
July  16,  607,  642. 

Flynn,  Mr.  J.  C.  [Cork,  N.] 

Achonry — Additional  Police  Force,  Chaise 
on  Rates,  July  22,  1128. 

Armenifl^  Disturbances  by  Kurds — Repre- 
sentations to  Turkey,  etc,  July  19, 995. 

Castlemagner  Farm  Sale  —  Constabultr)' 
Force  present,  etc,  July  15,  441,  442. 

\conL 
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Flynn,  Mr.  J.  0—cont 
Cork 

Arrest— Police  Violence,  alleged,  July 

Assizes  —  Roman     Catholic     Jurors 
chaJlenged,  Jtily  2.%  1341. 
Cork  and  Fermoy  Railway,  Construction 
of -Alternative  Scheme,  July  11,  104; 
July  18,  852,  856. 
Finance  Bill,  Con.,  July  11,  198,  199,  208. 
Financial  Relations  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland— Over  Taxation  of  Ireland, 
July  18,  952. 

Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway 
Bill,  July  28,  1307. 

Land  Commission  —  Appeals  from  De- 
cisions of  sub-Commissioners,  case  of 
Gaughan  v,  Knox-Gore,  July  22,  1128. 

National  Gallery  (Purchase  of  Adjacent 
Land)  Expenses,  Cow.,  July  22,  1236. 

Penrhyn  QuarryDispute— Trialof  J.  Owen, 
etc..  Jury  Challenging,  July  16,  591. 

South  African  War,  Farm  Burning— Boer 
Raids  in  Natal,  Instructions  to  Farmers, 
July  23,  1323. 

Food  Supply 

National  Food  Supply  in  case  of  war— 
Proposed  Inquiry 
Q.   Mr.   J.    Button;  A.   Mr.   A.    J. 
Balfour,  July  15,  450. 

Food  and  Drugs  Adulteration 

see  Adulteration. 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  Outbreaks 
Increase  in 

0,  Mr.  Lambert,  July  16,  669. 

Foreign  Languages 

see  Languages. 

Foreign  Office 

Secretary  of  *S'^rr/€— Marquess  of  Lans- 

downe. 
Under  Secretary — Vise.  Cranbome. 
"Cripples  of  the  Foreign  Office"— Votes 
for  Uganda,  East  Africa  and  Uganda 
Railway 
0,  Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  19,  1047. 
Expenditure— Supplementary  Votes,  etc. 
Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  19,  1069,  1073 ; 
Viae.  Cranbome,  1072. 
Failure  of   the    Foreign    Office    Finance 
Administration— British  East  Africa 
Protectorate  and  Uganda  Illustra- 
tion 
Os,  Mr.  S.  Buxton,  July  19, 1054 ;  Sir 
C.B'ilke,  July  19,. 10Q9. 
Far  East  Department  Officials— Service  in 
China,  Janan,  etc.,  Qualifications 
Os.  Visct.  Templetown,  Marquess  of 
Lansdow^e,  July  12,  244. 

Govemin^Terri tor ies and  Carrying onWars 
— I^  oreign  Office  Administration 
Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  19,  1026,  1069. 
Trade    Relations   with    the    Commercial 
World,  Improvement  in  Information 
given  in  Consular  Reports,  etc. 
0.  Lord  E.  Fitzmaurice,  July  19,  1019. 
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Foster,  Sir  Michael  [London  University] 
Penge,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  Appoint 


roent— Local  Government  Board  refusing: 
to  sanction  Dr.  Scott  Tebb's  Appoint^ 
ment,  July  16,  625,  630. 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  [Derby,  Ilkeston] 

Charity  Commissioners,  Sale  of  Charity 
Property  —  Proposed  Classification  in 
Reports,  July  16,  690,  691. 

Local  Government  Board  Administration 
—Delegating  Powers  with  reference  to- 
local  Inquiries,  etc.,  to  County  Councils, 
proposed,  July  16,  634. 

Pauper  Children  Problem,  Boarding-out 
Schemes,  etc.,  July  11,  95  ;  July  16, 631. 
South  African  War 

Derbyshire  Regiment,  Relief  of,  July 
23,  1324.  ^ 

Enteric  and  Dysenteiy  Commission — 
Laying  Report  on  the  Table  of  the 
House,  July  23,  1323. 

Worcestershire  Regiment,  2nd— En- 
teric Fever  Statistics,  July  11,  78. 

Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  H.  [Wolverhamptonv 

E.] 

Supply— Education  Vote  not  being  taken 
as  First  Order  on  some  night  during  the 
Session,  Precedent,  July  23,  1351. 

Victoria  ana  Albert  Museum— Progress 
of  Works,  July  11,  101. 

France 

Trade  Rei>orts  Presented,  July  19,  959. 

Frankfort  de  Montmorency,  Vise 

Military  Training  of  Boys— Swi?s  System,^ 
Advantages  of  Physical  Training,  etc., 
July  18,  803.  ^'        ' 

Freshwater,    Yarmouth,    and    Newport 
Railway  Bill 
c.  Report,*  July  16,  574. 
Con.*  July  22,  1109. 

Friendly  Societies 

Interest  accrued  in  respect  of  Securities 
etc.— Accounts  Presented,  July  17  6 
July  IS,  777.  ' 

Outdoor  Relief  (Friendly  SocieUes)  BilL 
sec  that  title. 

Frost,  J.  £. 

Manchester  Postman— Pay  Grievance 
Q.  Mr.  Groves ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Chamber 
lam,  July  18,  840. 

Fruit  Culture 

Encouragement  by  Board  of  Agriculture 
0*.  Sit  J.  Rankin,  July  16,  680;  Mi. 
M.  Ferguson,  694. 

Fry  Commission      Digitized  by  GOOQ Ic 
see  Land  Conmiission,  Ireland. 
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Fuller,  Mr.  J.  M.  F.  [Wilts,  Wcstbary]  Glasgow    Oorporation    (Tramwasrs   and 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com.,  July  ^s,  I  Oeneral)  ProTisional  Order  Ooniir- 

1392.  I  mation  Bill 

I         l.  IR,*  July  1^,219. 
Pnmess,  Sir  0.  [Hartlepool]  3b.  Juiy  iS,  1250. 

Finance  Bill,  Con.,  July  11, 152,  183.  I 

i  Glasgow  and  South  Western  Railway  Bill 
^tt^mkj  ^'  l^po^  ^™  Select  Committee,  July  15^ 

Woodstock,  Demesne  of —Lease  to  Thomas  <  Report  *  July  19  957 

Redington,  Inquiry,  etc.                     j  f"    »         y      »       • 
Qs.  Mr.  Biffnold,  Mr.  J.  Redmond ;  j 
As.  Mr.  Wyndham,  July  SS,  1338.     ;  Goddard,  Mr.  D.  P.  [Ipswich] 

i  Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Cont.,  July  25,511 

€kts  Light  and  Ooke  OomiMtny  Lowestoft  Corporation  Bill,  2R.,  July  15, 

Overcharging    Mr.    Rnbenstein— Taking  |  4^' 

Case  before  Criminal  Court,  etc  Telegraph   Clerks*  Grievances — ^Petition, 

Q.  Mr.  Lough  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour,  JulySS,  1333. 
July  lU  94.                                          I 

1  Godef^y 
Qanghan  t^.  Knox-Gore  ;        P^  p^^^^  ^^  S^  Helena-Shot  by  t 

Fair  Kent  Appeal — Appeals  from  Decisions  j  Sentry 

of  Sub-Commissioners  I  q     ^^    DUlon ;  A.    Mr.    Brodrick, 

^>S^^  n28  Wyndham,  I  ^  July  18,%ll. 

Geological  Survey  Golbome  Gas  BiU 

Ireland  j         '•  B^port  from  Select  Committee,  Jtdy  IS, 

Drift  Survey,  Progress  of— Expend!-  I  ^"^^ 

ture,  etc.  ) 

Q.  Mr.  Mooney ;  A,  Sir  J.  Gorst,    Gold  Mines 
July  11,  1 19.  Transvaal,  see  that  title. 

Mineral  Deposits,  Date  of  last  Survey 


Q.  Mr.  Field  ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  I  ^  - ,  ^^_ 
July  i;?,  262 ;  Q.  Mr.  Boland  ;    ^^l^  OmamontS 
A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  July  15, 440.  j         Restoring  to  I 


Ireland,  see  British  Museam. 

Gibraltar  I  ^*oo«^  Trains 

Mails,  Delay,  *ee  Mediterranean  Fleet        '         Lancashire    and    Yorkshire    RaUway- 
•^  ,  Length  of  Trains 

^.„      ,     ^     T  rr.    ur.     wi  Q-    Mr.    Bell ;  ^.    Mr.    G.    Balfour, 

<hlhooly,  Mr.  J.  [Cork  Co.  W.]  ,  ^  j„iy  jq^  ggs. 

Castletown    Berehaven   National  School 


Teacher— Payment  of  Equivalent  Fees, 
July  15,  446. 

Cork  and  Fermoy  Railway,  Construction 
of,  July  18,  853,  864,  856. 


Gordon,  Mr.  J.  [Londonderry,  S.] 

Education,  Ireland— Adminietration  aad 
Constitution  of  the  Board  of  Educatios 
Inquiry,    Resignation     of    Archbisbop 


Great  Southern    and    Western    Railway.  Walsh,  etc. ,  t/t/Zy  i-J,  299. 

m\,Con.,July23,\m.                           \  ^^^^^^^^      ^^^^      Teachers,     Ireland, 

'  Teachers*       Associations  —  Mana^ 

•Glanders  Outbreaks                                          j  Prohibiting     Teachers     from    joining 

Increase  in                                                     |  etc,  Jw/y  iJ,  445. 
0.  Mr.  Lambert,  July  16,  669. 

Gorst,   Rt.  Hon.   Sir  J.  K—Vice-Presid^ 

"Glasgow  ^  ^**  Board  of  Education  [Cambridge 

Tramway  Horses,   Sale  of— Purchase  by  i  „ ,  niversi  yj                                  ,  ,    ,. 

War  Office,  proposed                          !  EducaUon  (No.   2)  Bill  Com,,  Jtdy  U, 

Q.  Capt.  Norton  rX  Lord  Stanley,  I  461,  468,  470,  474,  483,  503,  505,  507, 

July  11,  82  ;  July  18,  822.                   '  617  ;   Jtdy  SS,   1388.   1405,   1410,  Ul  , 

^      '                '^                                  ;  1417,  1418,  1421,  1422,1423,  1424;  Wy 

.       _  S4,  1433,  1438,  1440,   1458,  1469.  14H 

'Glasgow  Corporation  (Police)  Provisional '  i485, 1487,  1501,  1504, 1506, 1507, 1508, 

Order  OonfLrmation  Bill                    |  1509. 

c.  2R.*  Jtdy  15,  414.                                       i  Elementary  Schools    Parliamentary  and 

Con.,  July  19,  974.  Free  Gran te— Method    of  calculatiDg, 
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Qonit,  Bt  Hon.  Sir  J.  "B—cont. 

EyeniDf;  Continuation  Schools,  Minute  of 
July  3rd — Age  Limit,  etc.,  Jtdy  11^ 
103. 

ApplioationB  for  Schools,  Sending  in 
—Extending  Limit  of  Time,  July 

Exchequer  Grants  for  Pupils  over 
Fifteen  Years  of  Age,  July  16,  592. 

Grants  to  Voluntary  Night  Schools, 

July  S3,  1337. 
Home  Nursing  and  Ambulance  Work, 

Instruction  in,  July  15,  435;  July 

16,Q&2. 

Registration,   Method    of,   July   16, 

593. 
School  Year,  Date  of  Commencing, 

July  16,  593. 

Technical  Classes,  Competition  with 
— LoDgton  Technical  Classes,  Re- 
duction of  Numbers  Attending, 
July  22,  1123. 

Voluntary  Schools— Publication  of 
Accounts,  Fee4,  Age  Limit,  etc, 
July  18,  834,  835. 

Geological  Survey,  Ireland 

Imft  Survey.  Pro^renR  of— Expendi- 
ture, etc.,  July  11,  120. 

Mineral  Deposits — Date  of  last  Sur- 
vey,  July  12,  262. 

H^her  Grade  Schools  and  the  Cockerton 
Judgment,  Cardiff— Number  of  Children 
affected,  etc.,  July  22, 1122. 

Inspectors  of  Schools,  Instructions  to— 
Delay  in  Issue,  July  19,  998* 

Schoolmasters  as  Rate  Collectors,  July 
16,  593. 

Seccndary  Schools  —  Return  proposed, 
July  lU  102,  103. 

Wharton  Committee  Report — Laying  on 
the  Table,  proijosed,  July  12,  257. 

Qoschen,  Vise. 

Naval  Reserve  Establishments,  Resources 
for  Manning  the  Navy,  Training  the 
Reserve,  etc.,  July  12,  229. 

Ooulding,  Mr.  E.  A.  [Wilts,  Devizes] 

Cork  to  Fermoy  Railway,  Construction 
of,  July  18,  854. 

Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway 
Bill,  Con.,  July  23,  1314 

Qovenunent  Offices 

New  Buildings — Architectnre 

0.  Earl  of  Wemyss,  July  22,  1102. 

New  Buildings  in  Parliament  Street,  etc. 
Architect's  Remuneration 

Q.    Mr.    H.   Lewis;  A,    Mr.   A. 
Chamberlain,  July  18,  842. 

Execution  of  the  late  Mr.  Brydon's 
Desi^s — Disposal  of  Balance  of 
Architect's  Fees 
Qs.  Mr.  Whitmore,  Lord  Bal- 
carres  ;  As,  Mr.  A.  Douglas, 
July  23,  1335. 
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Govemment  Offices— con<. 

New    Buildings    in    Parliament   Street, 
ete. — cont. 

Models,     Contract      for     Building, 
Architectural  Designs,  etc 
Debate  (Lords),  July  16,  551. 

Orant.  Mr.  Oorrie  [Warwickshire,  Rugby] 
Education 

Cardiff  Higher  Grade  Schools  and  the 
Cockerton  Judgment — ^Numbe^  of 
Children  affected,  etc.,  July  22, 
1122. 

Longton  Technical  Classes,  Reduction 
in  Number  of  Students  attending, 
Ovly  22,  1123. 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com,  July  15, 518 ; 
July  24,  1434,  1447.  1448,  1468,  1469, 
1497,  1499,  1500,  1501,  15u2,  1505. 

Tebb,  Dr.— Refusing  to  Appoint  as  Medi- 
cal Officer  of  Health  because  of  his 
views  on  Vaccination,  July  16,  652. 

Oray,  Mr.  E.  [West  Ham,  N.] 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com ,  July  23, 
1407,  1424 ;  July  24,  1467,  1503,  1505, 
1510. 

Evening  Continuation  Schools  —  Volun- 
tar 7  Schools,  Publication  of  Accounts, 
Fees,  Age  Limit,  etc.,  July  18,  834. 

Oreat  Oentral  Railway  Bill 

c.  Lords  Amendte.*  July  15,  414. 

Oreat     Northern     Bailway    Company, 
Ireland 
Extension  of  Line  to  Castlewellan 

e.  Mr.  DUlon  ;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  11,  103. 

Oreat  Southern  and   Western  Bailway 

Bill 

c.  Report,*  July  11,  68. 
Con.  July  23,  1296. 

Oreat  Southern  and  Western   Bailway 

Company 

Conveyance  of  Irbh  Produce— Mr.  Sulli- 
van's Charges 
Qs.    Mr.    O'Shaus^hnessy  ;   As.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  15,  444  ;  July  19, 
999. 

Oreat  Western  Bailway  Bill 

L  3R.*  J^Uy  15,  358. 

c.  Lords  Amendts.*  Jtdy  19,  983. 

Ghreene,  Mr.  H.  D.  [Shrewsbury] 

South  African  War  —  Courts  -  martial, 
Findings  reversed  or  altered  by  Judge 
Advocate  General,  etc.,  Ju/y  18,  819, 
820 

Telephone  Service — Direct  Communica- 
tion between  Shrewsbury  and  Birming- 
ham, July  18,  839. 


Ore— Han] 


Oreenwich 

Brockley  Cemetery  Scandal— Exhuming 
Bodies  of  Paupers  without  Autho- 
rity,  Removal  of  Coffin  Platee,  etc 
Qs.  Mr.  Murphy;  As,  Mr.  Ritchie, 
July  15,  432 ;  Mr.  A.  Douglas,  July 
22, 1121. 
I^aval  School  of  Strategy  Experiment 
0.  Earl  of  Selborne,  July  12,  239. 
Ohservatory— Report  of  Astronomer  Royal 
Presented,  July  15,  359,  415. 

(}re7>  Sir  E.  [Northumberland,  Berwick] 
Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com,,  July  15, 489. 
Finance  Bill,  Can,,  July  11, 149. 


QrifELth,  Mr.  E.  J.  [Anglesey] 

Education  (No.  2)   Bill,  Com,,  July 
1478. 


Grocers'  OffLicences 

Belfast— Number  fn'anted,  etc.,  Return 
Presented,  July  15,  416. 

Oroves,  Mr.  T.  O.  [Salford,  S.] 

Didsbury  Sub-postmastership  Vacancy — 
Appointment  of  Person  not  in  the  Ser- 
vice, July  18,  839. 

Manchester  Postmen's  Pay  Grievance, 
July  18,  840. 

Guernsey 

Tel^raphic  Communication  with  Sark — 
Marooni  Wireless  Tel^raph  Com- 
pany's Offer 
Q.  Mr.  Heaton;  A,  Mr.  A.  Chamber- 
Iain,  July  22,  1123. 

Oxdana,  Dutch 

Trade  Report  presented,  July  15,  360. 
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July  II— July  24. 

Hamilton,  Et  Hon  Lord  George. —.Secre- 
tory  of  State  for  India  [Middlesex^ 
Ealing] 
Army 

Contagious  Disease  —  Admissions  to 
Hospital  in  Allahabad,  etc.,  J^df 
18,  826,  827. 
Mekran     Expedition  —  Medals    for 
Troops,  proposed,  July  18,  828. 

Staff  Corps  Officers'  Grievance — 
Supersession  by  Officers  of  British 
Service,  July  11,  88. 

Warrant  Officers  —  Pensions  to 
Widows  and  Orphan,  Revision  of 
Rates,  July  2S,  1328. 

Bombay  to  Scinde  Railway*  Construction 

of,  July  Id,  684. 
Cable   Communication  —  Proposed   Line 

from  Cocos  to  Ceylon,  July  19,  994. 
China  —  Bombay   Cavalry,   Withdrawal 

from  Tientoin,  July  18,  829. 

Cooper^s  Hill  College,  Officers  in  India, 
Petitions  from— Laying  Correspondence 
on  the  Table,  July  18,  828. 

Frontier  Trouble  —  Attack  on  Jandola 
Post,  Jtdy  16,  583 ;  July  2S,  1329. 

Jandola,  Frontier  Outpost  —  Position, 
Choice  of  Troops  for  Grarrison,  etc, 
July  23,  1329. 

Rainfall,  Official  Reports— Crop  Prospects, 
etc.,  July  18,  827. 

Scinde,  Punjab,  and  Delhi  Railway,  De- 
posit at  Bank  of  England— Transference 
to  the  Crown  proposed,  July  15,  428. 

Telegraphic  Service  between  Great  Britain 
and  India— Reduction  of  Rates,  etc, 
Jtdy  23,  1329.     ' 

University  Graduates,  Government 
Scholarships  awarded  to— Scholarships 
for  Technical  Instruction,  etc.,  July  15, 
429. 


24, 


GuUy,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  0. 

see  Speaker. 

Guthrie,  Mr.  W.  M.  [Tower  Hamlets,  Bow] 
Cigarette  Frauds— Prosecution  by  Board 
of  Trade,  proposed,  July  16,  585. 


HaliHaz,  Vise 

Royal  Declaration 
1277. 


Bill,    2r,,   July    23, 


Halsbury)  Earl  of— Lord  Chancellor 

Parliamentary  Procedure  —  Raising  De- 
bate on  Question  and  Answer,  Jidy  IS, 

Halsey,  Mr.  T.  F.  [Herts,  Watford] 

Local    Government    Provisional    Orders 
(No.  7)  Bill,  Con.,  July  18,  810. 
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Hftnbury,  Et.  Hon.  R.  W.  President  of  ikf 
Board  of  Agriculture  [Preston] 

Agricultural  Department,  Diffusion  of 'In- 
telligence, Jtdy  16,  690. 

Agricultural  Education,  July  16,  684. 

Butter  Standards  Committee,  Irish  Repre- 
sentative, July  16,  683. 

Canadian  Cattle  Trade,  Sale  of  Live 
Cattle  in  the  United  Kingdom  Pro- 
hibited, ./w/y  2i,  97. 

Do^s— Present  Condition  of  Rabies,  July 
16,  684. 

Horses,  United  States,  Epidemic  in—Pre- 
cautions against  Importation  to  Great 
Britain,  Jtuy  11,  96. 

Milk  Standard,  Fixing,  July  16,  685. 

Swine  Fever,  Stamping  out — ^Isolation  r. 
Slaughter,  Ignorance  of  the  Disease 
shown  by  Veterinary  Professors,  etc, 
July  16,  687. 

Weather  Forecasts— Exhibiting  at  Post 

Offices,  Jtdy  16,  691. 
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Handsworth  Drban  District  Council  Bill 

c.  Con.*  July  11,  67. 
3r.    July  15,  4U. 
I,  Commons  Amendts.*  July  16,  549, 

Harcourt,  Bt.   Hon.   Sir  William  [Mon- 
moatbshire,  W.] 

BnsineAS  of  the  House— Demoralising 
effect  of  the  Closure,  etc.,  July  23 
1164.  ' 

Educari.m  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com.,  July  15^ 
4W,  495,  496 ;  July  S4,  1445.  1488.  1525. 
1526. 

Financ«  Bill.  3r.  July  17,  699,  719,  720, 
721,  729,  7. 0.  762,  763. 

Local  and  Imperial  Finance — Burden  of 
Loan«,  Trustees  for  Posterity,  etc., 
July  16,  651. 

South  Af'ican  Settlement — Cost  under 
British  Administration.  Immigration 
Settlement  Scheme,  etc.,  July  17,  702. 

South  African  War,  Co«t  of  the  War- 
Ways  and  Means,  Contributions  from 
the  Transvaal  and  Orange  River  Colony, 
etc.,  Jtily  17,  699. 

Uganda— Johnston*8,  Sir  H.,  Report,  Date 
of  lM8ue,  July  19,  995. 

Hardie,  Mr  Keir  [Merthyr  Tydvil] 

British  Indian  Subjects  in  Transvaal  and 
Orange  River  Colony—  Repeal  of  Boer 
Regiilarioiis,  proposed,  Juty  18,  815. 

Finance  Bill,  3r.,  July  17,  755,  759. 
South  Afiican  War 

Policy   of   the  War,  Attack  on  the 
Government,  July  17,  755. 

Volunteers — Post     Office     Servants, 
Date  of  Return,  July  18,  820. 

Transvaal  Native  Labour  Question,  July 
17.  756. 

Hardwicke,    Earl    of— Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India 

Boer  Forces  before  the  War — Intelligence 
Department  Reoort.  Distribution  of 
Copies,  July  12,  248. 


Harmsworth  Mr.  B.  L.  [Caithness] 

Dockyards  Machinery,  Modernisation  of, 

J^y  11,  84. 

Mediterranean  Fleet 

Al>cecira8  Bay  —  Night  Visits  of 
French  Waruhipe,  alleged,  July  19, 
993 

Hiispital  Ship,  July  11,  83. 

Mail  Delays  at  Gibraltar,  July  16, 
583  ;  July  19,  993. 

Torpedo  Boat  Destroyers — Additional 
Destroyers,  July  15,  427. 

Navy 

Ammunition,  Supply  of,  etc.,  Jtdy  15, 
.427. 

«« Dreadnought,"  H. M.S.— Replacing 
^Cxuns,  Cost  incurred,  etc.,  July  11, 
85. 
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Harmsworth,  Mr.  E.  L,—cont, 
Navy— cow  <. 

£lectrical  Machinery  for  Gun  Turrets, 
etc.,  July  15,  427. 

"SunHsh"  and  "Skate,"'  H.M.S.— 
Repairs,  Date  of  Completion.  July 
22,  1116.  ^ 

Ventilation  in  War  Ships,  Jtdy  22, 
1116.  ^      ' 

Victualling,  Improvement  of ,  J'tz/y  ii, 

Wireless  Telegraphy— Installation  of 
Marconi  System,  Signer  Marconi's 
oflFer  to  the  Admiralty,  alleged. 
July  22,  nil. 

Harpenden  District  Gas  Bill 

c.  Report,*  July  11,  68. 

Con.*  July  17 f  697, 

Harris,  Mr.  P.  L.  [Tynemouth] 

South  African  War— Railway  Servants 
in  Military  Employment,  Medals,  Pen- 
sions for  Widows  and  Orphans,  etc.. 
July  11,  81. 

Harrogate  Water  Bill 

c.  Report,*  J^w/y  25,  812. 

Harwood,  Mr.  G.  [Bolton] 

Pauper  Children  Problem— Boarding- out 
System,  etc.,  July  16,  622. 

Haulbowline 

Ordnance      Department    —    Labourers' 
Wages 
Q.  Capt.  Donelan  ;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
July  11,  81. 

Hay,  Mr.  C.  G.  [Shoreditch,  Hoxton] 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes— Period 
for  the  Repayment  of  Loans,  July  16, 
629. 


Hayter,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  A.  D.  [Walsall] 

Militia  and  Yeomanry  Bill,  2r.,  Jtdt/  22. 
1189.  J         »        »        y     , 


Healy,  Mr.  T.  M.  [Louth,  N.] 

Army  Medical  Department,  Royal  Com- 
mission 

Appointment  of  Sir  William  Thomp- 
son, July  19,  991. 

Ireland,  Inadequate  Representation, 
July  18,  822. 

Business   of    the   House  —  Winding-up 
Business  of  the  Session,  Iri^h  Legisla- 
tion Grievances,  etc.,  July  22,  1179. 
Constabulary,  Royal  Irish 

Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant  Re- 
cruits, Proportion  of,  etc.,  July  18, 
843. 
Singleton,    Mr.,    Trafl&c  in    Horses, 
July  12,  259 ;  July  18,  843. 
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Healy,  Mr.  T.  'NL—cont 

Cork  Telemph  Clerks— Payment  of  In- 
creased Salary  from  Date  of  Promotion, 
July  2S,  1347. 

Cork  to  Fermoy  Railway,  Constmctiou 
of,  July  11,  106,  107 ;  July  18,  854, 
856. 
Correspondence  between  Fishjguard 
Company  and  Treasury— Laying  on 
the  Table  of  the  House,  July  22, 
1133. 

Derry  Central  Railway— Advertisements 
for  Tenders,  July  18,  856. 

Education,  Ireland— Administration  and 
Constitution  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
Resignadon  of  Archbishop  Walsh,  Abo- 
lition of  the  Board,  Propoied,  etc,  July 
12,  293. 

Finance  Bill,  Con,,  July  11, 193. 

Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway 
BUI,  Con  ,  July  23,  1296,  1304,  1310, 
1311, 1312. 

Kilcummin  Mass— Interruption  hj  Ryan, 
Prosecution  proposed,  etc,  July  18, 
843. 

Louth  Estate,  I^egacy  to  the  Crown— 
Bailiflfs  Pay,  July  11, 118. 

Malicious  Burning  Compensation  Claim, 
Case  of  John  Cooley,  July  22, 1132. 

Meat  Marking  (Ireland)  Bill,  Com.,  July 
18,  955. 

National  Gallery  (Ireland),  Neglect  of, 
compared  with  the  English  National 
Gallery,  July  22,  1234,  1239,  1245,  1246. 

Trew,  Mr.,  Trial  of,  at  Belfast— Notice  of 
Orange  Service,  Proposed  Change  of 
Venue,  etc.,  July  11,  109. 

Williams,  H.— Irish  Lights  Board,  Gra- 
tuity for  Parents,  July  11,  119. 

Heaton,  Mr.  J.  Henniker  [Canterbury] 
Wireless  Telegraphy— Telegraphic  Com- 
munication between  Guernsey  and  Sark, 
Marconi    Company's    Offer,   July   22, 
1123. 

Helme,  Mr.  Norval  W.  [Lancashire,    Lan- 
caster] 
Board   of    Agriculture    Appointments — 
Fixing  Milk  Standard,  etc,  July  16,692^ 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com,,  July  24, 
1445,  1467. 

Hemphill,  Bt.  Hon.  0.  H.  [Tyrone,  N.] 
Edueation,  Ireland— Administration  and 
Constitution  of  the  Board  of   Educa- 
tion, Archbishop  Walsh's  Resignation, 
etc.,  July  12,  303. 


Henderson,  Mr. 

Civil  Employment  for  Discharged  Sol- 
diers of  Irregular  Corps  in  the 
Transvaal— Mr.  Henderson  ordered 
to  leave,  etc. 
Q,  Mr.  J.  Wilson;  A,  Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  11,  75. 
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Hendon  Tramwajm  Bill 

c.  2E.  July  19,  972. 

Heneage,  Lord 

Army  Reform  and  Reorganization  Pro- 
posals—  Cavalry  Establishments,  Effi- 
ciency, Numbers,  etc.,  July  15,  360. 

Hereford,  Bishop  of 

Evening  Continuation  Schools'  Regula- 
tions—Minute  of  July  3,  July  15,  391, 
393. 

Hermon-Hodge,  Mr.  B.  T.  [Oxon,  Henley] 
Horses— Epidemic  in  United  States,  Pre- 
caution against  Importation  to  Great 
Britain,  Jldy  11,  96. 

Herrie&i  Lord 

Royal  Declaration  Bill,  Intro.,  July  19, 
968;  2r.,  July  23^  128Q. 

Heywood  and  Middleton  Water  Board  Bill 
c.  Report,*  July  19,  985. 

Highland  (West)  Steamer  Serrico 

Treatment   of    Soldier    returning    from 
South  Africa 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  Jttlf 
19,  4.  992. 
see  also  Stomoway — Mail  Service. 

Historical  Manuscripts 

Royal  Commission  Report  Presented,  Jfdy 
11,  4,  69. 

Hobhonse,  Mr.  Charles  [Bristol,  E.] 

Commercial  Attach^  and  Agenta  Abroad, 
Distribution,    Dissemination   of  Infw- 
mation,etc,  July  19,  1007,  1014, 
Jubaland,   Worthlessness   of,    July    19, 
1072. 

Local  Government  Board  Loans,  Check  on 
Local  Authorities  during  transaction  of 
Spending,  July  16,  653. 

Militia  and  Yeomanry  Bill,  2R.,  July  22, 
1193. 

South  African  War— Expenditure,  Audit- 
ing Accounts  locally,  July  15,  421. 

Uganda  Administration  by  the  Foreign 
Office,  Free  Settlement,  Survey  of  Ter- 
ricory,  etc,  July  19, 1050. 

Hobhonse*  Mr.  H.  [Somerset,  E.] 

Agriculture,  Board  of,  Administration— 
Swine  Fever,  Rabies  in  Dogs,  Agricul- 
tural Instruction,  etc,  July  16,  674^ 
Education  [No.  2]  Bill,  Com.,  July  15, 
605 ;  July  2S,  1389  ;  July  24,  1456^  1461, 
1470. 


Holland,  Mr.  W.  H  [York,  W.  R.,  Roth«r- 
bam] 

Education  (No,  2\  BUL^ConVit  July  15, 
511^       Digitized  by  VjCK)^ 
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Home  Office 

Secretary  of  State — Rt.  Hon.    C.   T. 

Ritchie. 
Under    Secertary — Rt.     Hon.    Jesse 

Collings. 

Home  Rule  for  Ireland 

State  of  Basiness  of  the  House,  Argu- 
ment in  favonr  of  Home  Rule 
0$.  Mr.  J.  Redmond,  July  n,   1160  : 
Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  1167. 

Hope,  Mr.  J.    Fitzalan   [Sheffield,  Bright- 
side] 

Press  Telegrams— Newspapers  estahlish- 
ing  Private  Wires,  etc.,  July  11,  99. 


SESSION    1901.  fHom— Ind 

Jvly  11 — July  24. 

Humphreys-Owen,  Mr.  A.  0.  [Montgomery 
Military  Schools,  Royal— Fees   for  Offi- 
cers' Sons,  Payment  in  full  hy  Retired 


Army 

Glasgow  Tramway  Stud,  Sale  of— 
Purchase  for  the  Army,  Pro- 
posed 
V*.  Capt.  Norton  ;  As.  Lord 
Stanley,  July  11,  82  ;  July  18, 
822. 

Inadequate  Numher  for  Cavalry 
Os.  Lord  Heneage,  July  15,  362 ; 
Earl  of  Cork  and  Orrery,  366 ; 
Lord  Raglan,  367. 
United  States,  Epidemic  at  New  York- 
Precautions  against  Importation  to 
Great  Britain 
C.  Mr.  Hermon-Hodge ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
hury,  July  11,  96. 

Hospital  Ships 

Mediterannean  Fleet,  see  that  title. 

House  of  Commons 
see  Parliament. 

House  of  Lords 
see  Parliament. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 

Loans— Term   of   Re-payment   of   Local 
Loans 
Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  Julu  16, 
612.  ^ 

Local  Government  Board  Administration 

Regulations — Assistance   to   Local 

Authorities,  etc. 

Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  July  16, 
602.  i-irj         :f       , 

Housing  of  Working  Classes  (Repayment 
of  Loans)  Bill 
Petitions,  July  IS,  813. 

Hosier,  Mr.  J.  H  C  [Lanark,  S.] 

Glasgow  Corporation  (Police)  Provisional 
Order  Connrmation  Bill,  Con.,  July  19, 
978. 

Humber  Commercial  Railway  and  Dock 
Bill 

I,  Report  from   Select  Committee,  July 

ZfL**JulySS,  1249. 
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Officers  of  less  than  twenty  years'  ser- 
vice. Validity  of  Embodied  Militia  Ser- 
vice, July  22,  1115. 

TransDort  Service— Number  of  Transports 
on  Time  Charter,  Return,  etc.,  Juiy  18, 
825. 

Transvaal— Language  Question  in  Trans- 
vaal and  Orange  River  Colony,  Boer 
Children,  Instruction  in  English,  JiUy 
18,  816. 

Hutton,  Mr.  A.  E.  [York,  W.R.,  Morley] 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  C<ym.,  July  15, 468  ; 
July  23,  1411,  1422,  1423 ;  July  %  1441. 

Hutton,  Mr.  J.  [Yorks,  N.R.,  Richmond] 
Food— National  Food  Supply  in  Case  of 
War,  Proposed  Inquiry,  JtUy  15,  460. 

Imperial  Institute 

Indian  Section — Annual  Report  presented, 
JtUy  16,  550 ;  July  17, 698. 

Inchiquin,  Lord 

Liscannor  Harbour,  Co.  Clare,  Deepening 
proposed,  July  18,  797,  798. 

Income  Tax 
Abatements 

Amounts    estimated    liable    to    be 
claimed  and  Amount  paid 
Q,  Mr.   H.  Lewis  ;  A.    Sir   M. 
H.  Beach,  July  22,  1119. 
Extension  of,  etc. 

Finance  Bill    Debate,  Jvly   11, 
203  ;  July  17,  734,  761. 
Graduated  Income  Tax 

Os,  Mr.  H.  Lewis,  July  17,  734  ;  Mr. 
Bartley,  736 ;  Su:  M.  fl.  Beach,  761. 
Incidence  of  Taxation— Effect  of   Death 
Duties  on  the  proportion  of  Income 
Tax  paid  by  the  Wealthy  Classes 
0.  Mr   Bartley,  July  17,  736. 
Ireland,  Taxation  of 

References  to,  in  Debate  on  Financial 
Relations,  July  18,  896,  899,  900, 
910,  931. 

Statistics— Number    of    Persons   payinff 
Tax.et^c. 
Q.  Mr.  D.  Maclver ;  A,  Sir  M.  H. 
Beach,  July  11,  90. 

India 

Secretary  of  State— ^t,  Hon.  Lord  G. 

Hamilton. 
Under-Secretary— Esil  of  Hardwicke. 
Army 

China— Bombay  Cavalry,  Departure 
from  Tientsin 
Qs.  Mr.  H.  Roberts,  Mr.  0*Shee ; 
As,  Vise.  Cranbome,  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  July  18,  828,  829. 
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Army — cont. 

Conta^ooB  Diseases— Admissions  to 
Hospital  in  Allahabad,  etc. 
Q.     Mr.    Caine;    A,     Lord    G. 
Hamilton,  etc.,  July  18,  826. 

Mekran  Expedition— Grant  of  Medals 
to  Troops 
Q.    Sir  S.    Kinf?;  A.    Lord   G. 
Hamilton,  July  18,  828. 

Staff    Corps     OflScers*    Grievance— 
Supersession    by    Officers     of 
British  Service 
Q.    Sir    S.    King;    A,    Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  July  11,  88. 

Warrant  Officers,  Pensions  to  Widows 
and  Orphans  of— Revision  of, 
to  correspond  with  those  given 
in  British  Army 
Q.  Maj.  Rasch  ;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  July  23,  1328. 

Bombay    to   Scinde   Bailway,    see  sub- 
heading Railways. 

Cable  Communications,  see   sub-heading 
Telegraph  Service. 

Finance 

Accounts  and  Estimates,  1901-1902 — 
Explanatory  Memorandum  Pre- 
sented, July  15,  360,  416. 

Budget — Date  of  Taking,  etc. 

Q,  Mr.    H.  Roberts ;  A,  Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour,  July  16,  600. 

Frontier— Attack  on  Jandola  Post  ! 

Q.    Mr.    H.    Roberts i   A.    Lord   G.I 
Hamilton,  J^Uy  16,  583. 

Choice  of  Troops  for  Garrison,  etc. 
Q,    Mr.    H.    Roberts;    A.   Lord 
G.  Hamilton,  July  23,  1329. 

Mekran      Expedition,     see     subheading 
Army. 

Public  Works  Department  —  Officers' 
Complaints  as  to  Breach  of 
Terms  of  Engagement,  etc.. 
Petitions  and  Correspondence 
between  the  Secretary  of  State 
and  Indian  Government 
Q,  Sir  S.  King;  A,  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  J^dy,  18,  827. 

Copy  of  Despatch  Ordered,  July  23, 
1321. 

Railways 

Bombay  to  Scinde  Railway,  Construc- 
tion of — Importance  of  Line*  etc. 
Q,  Mr.  E.  Robertson  ;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  J\ily  16,  584. 

Scinde,  Punjab  and  Delhi  Railway — 
Deposit  at  Bank  of  England,  Pro- 
posed Transference  to  the  Crown. 
Q.    Mr.    Caine;     A.    Lord    G. 
Hamilton,  July  IS,  428. 

Rainfall,  Official  Reports— Crop  Prospects, 
etc. 
Q.  Sir  M.  Bhownaggree ;  A,  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  July  IS,  827. 
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Telegraphic  Service 

Cocos  to  Ceylon 

Q.  Sir  £.  Sassoon  ;    A.    Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  July  19,  994. 

Rates,  Reduction  of  Rates  to  Great 
Britain  —  Pooling     Arrange- 
ments,  etc 
Q,  Sir  E.  Sassoon ;  A,  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  July  23, 1329. 

University  Graduates,  Government  Scho- 
larships awarded  to— Scholarships 
for  Technical  Instruction,  etc 
Q.  Sir  M.  Bhownaggree ;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  July  15,  429. 

Infections  Diseases  Hospital 

Wakefield— Proposed  Erection  in  Stanley 
Urban  District 
Q.  Mr.  Brigg ;  A.  Mr.  Long,  July  12, 
256. 

Invergarry  and  Fort  Angustns  Bailway 
Order  Confirmation  Bill 
L  Sr.*  July  22,  1079. 


Ireland 


Lord  Lieutenant— Eoj\  Cadogan. 

Chief  Secretary— Kt.  Hon.  G.  Wynd- 
ham. 

Attorney-General — Rt.  Hon.  J.  Atkin- 
son. 

Solicitor- General— Mt.  D.  P.  Barton. 

Lord  Chancellor— Lord  Ashbourne. 

Achonry— Additional  Police  Force,  Charge 
on  Ratepayers 
Qs.  Mr.  0*Dowd.  Mr.  Flynn ;  As.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  22,  1127. 

Agricultural  Prices 

Land  Commission — Assessment  of 
Fair  Rents,  see  title  Land  Com* 
mission. 

Returns — Names  of  Reporters 

Q.  Mr.  Cullinan;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  11,  113. 

Agricultural   and  Technical  Instruction 
Department,    Salmon   Fisheries — 
Developing  Hatcheries 
Os.  Earl  of  Mayo,  July  19,  964 ;  Earl 
of  Denbigh,  965. 

Army  Medical  Service,  Royal  Commisaion 
on— Inadequate  Representation  of 
Ireland 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  18,  822. 

Ballinakill  —  Scheduling   as   Congested 
District  proposed 
Q.  Col.   Nolan ;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  23,  1346. 

Ballymote  Meetings,  Police  Interference 
— Summary  Judicial  Proceedings 
Qs.  Mr.  O'Dowd,  Mr.  J.  Redmond ; 
As.  Mr.  Wyndham,  July  2S,  1342. 

Ballyshannon  Post  Office — New  Building* 
proposed 
Q.  Mr.    S.  MaoNeUl;   A,    Mr.   A. 
Chamberlain,  Jtdy  15,  450. 
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_  ftph  Service  to  New 
Quay—  Delay^in  Establishing 
G.  Mr.   W.   Redmond;   ^.   Mr.   A. 
Chamberlain,  July  18,  858. 

Baltinglass  Sab-Poet  Office,  Changing  to 
Head  Office,  proposed 
Q.   Mr.    J.    O'Connor;    A,    Mr.    A. 
Chamberlain,  July  15,  449. 

Belfast,  see  that  title. 

Board  of  National   Education,  see   title 
Education — Ireland. 

Board  of  Works,  see  subheading  Works. 

Brusna   Draina^   Board— Date  of    last 
Meeting,  Expenditure,  €tc. 
Q,  Mr.   Delany ;  A,   Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  15,  443. 

Butter    Standard    Committee,    see   title 
Butter. 

Oaatlemagner  Farm  Sale  — Police  Force 
present,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Flynn;   A.  Mr.   Wyndham, 
July  iJ,  441. 

Castletown  Berehaven  NaUonal    School 
Teacher— Payment  of    Equivalent 
Fees 
Q,   Mr.  GUhooly ;  A.  Mr., Wyndham, 
July  15,  446. 

Congested    Districts  —  Scheduling    Dis' 
tricts  prohibited  owing   to  Proxi" 
inity    of  Grazing    Farms,  Legisla'  , 
tion  I 

Q.   Col.  Nolan ;    ^.  Mr.  Wyndham,  1 
July  23,  1.345.  i 

Congested  Districts  Board,  for  collective  i 
heading,  see  that  title. 

Constabulary,  Koyal  Irish,  Jor  collective  i 
heading,  see  that  title. 

Cork  to  Fermoy  Railway,  see  that  title. 

Criminal  Statistics  Presented,  July  15* 
416. 

Dalkey,    Revision    Court    at.    Establish-  j 
ment  of,  proposed 
Qs.  Mr.  Mooney,  Mr.  Field ;  As,  Mr.  I 
Atkinson,  July  23,  1345. 

Delmege  Estate,    Co.  Limerick— Sale  of  \ 
Holdings  to  J.  Casey,  Delay 
Q,   Mr.  tJoyce ;   A.    Mr.    Wyndham, 
July  19,  1003. 

Derry  Central  Railway — Advertisements 
for  Tenders 
Q.  Mr.   T.   M.   Healy ;   A,   Mr.    A-  , 
Chamberlain,  July  IS,  856.  1 

Dingle  Bay,  Trawling  in,  see  title  Traw-  ! 
ling.  I 

Dublin,  see  that  title.  | 

Education,  Jor    collective   heading,    see  I 
title  Education — Ireland. 

Elphin  Postal  Service — Proposed  Improve-  | 
ments  i 

Q.  Mr.  Tully;  A.  Mr.  A.  Chamber- 
lain, July  19,  1003. 

Emigration  Statistics  | 

References  to,  in  Debate  on  Financial 
Relations,  July  18,  912,  927,  942.       I 

41 


SESSION  1901.  [Ire— Ire 

July  ll-^July  24. 

Ireland— con^. 

Enniscorthv  Post  Office,  Construction  of— 
Tenders 
Q,    Sir   T.    Esmonde;    A.    Mr.    A. 
Chamberlain,  July  16,  599. 

Evictions— Number  of  Notices  filed  dur- 
ing qtuirter  ended  June  30,  1901— Re- 
turn presented,  July  16,  660,  576. 

Fermoy  Urban  District  Council  Meetings 
—Alteration  of  time  fixed  for 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Abraham  ;  A,  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  22,  1129. 

Finance  Relations,  see  that  title. 


Fisheries,  for  collective  heading,  see  that 
title. 

Fr^  Commission,  see  title  Land  Commis- 
sion 

Creological  Survey 

Drift  Survey,  Progress  of— Expendi- 
ture, etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Mooney ;  ^.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
Jxayll,\Vd, 

Mineral  Deposits — Date  of  last  Sur- 
vey, Development  of  Resources, 
etc. 
e.  Mr.  Field;  A,  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
July  12,  Wl',  Q,  Mr.  Roland; 
A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  July  15, 
440. 

Gold  Ornaments  in  British  Museum,  see 
title  British  Museum. 

Haulbowline     Ordnance      Department- 
Labourers'  Wages 
Q.  Capt.  Donelan ;  A,  Lord  Stanley, 
July  11,  81. 

Home   Rule— State  of   Business  of   the 
House,    Argument    in    favour    of 
Home  Rule 
Os,   Mr.  J.  Redmond,  July  22,  1146, 
1150;  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  1167. 

Judicial  Statistics— Civil  Statistics,  1900> 
Presented,  July  15,  360,  416. 

Jury  System,  see  that  title. 

Kerry,  see  that  title. 

Kilclooney  Estate,  see  that  title. 

Kilcummin  Mass,  Interruption  by  Ryan, 
Prosecution  Proposed,  etc. 
e.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  18,  843. 

Kinderffarten  Training  for  Teachers,  see 
title  National  School  Teachers. 

King's    Estate,    Co-   Wexford— Sale    of 
Land  to  Tenants,  Delays 
Q.  Mr,  Ffrench  ;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  11,  113. 

Labourers'  Cottaces,  for  collective  head- 
ing, see  that  title. 

Land  Commission,  for  collective  heading, 
see  that  title,  see  also  Names  of  Es- 
tates. 

Land  Purchase— Working  of  Acts,  Land 
Commission  Administration,  etc 
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Lantfth   Postal    ArraDgements— Sunday 
Collection 
Q,  Mr.    J.    O'Connor ;    A,    Mr.    A. 
Chamberlain,  July  18 j  857. 

Legislation — What  the  Session's  Work 
means  for  Ireland 
Os.  Mr.  J.  Redmond,  JulySS,  1146; 
Mr.  Power,  1162  ;  Mr.  T.  W.  Rus- 
sell, 1165  ;  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  1179  ; 
Mr.  O'Mara,  1185. 

Letterkenny,  see  that  title. 

Light  Railways,  see  title  Railways— Ire- 
land 

Lights  Board 

Dismissal  of  Cant.  M*Combie 

C.    Mr.    Mooney;    A.    Mr.    G. 
Balfour,  Jtily  12,  263. 

Williams,  H.— Gratuity  for  Parents 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  G. 
Balfour, /Wy  11,  li9. 

Lights   and  Lighthouses,    for   collective 
heading,  see  ttiat  title. 

Limerick—Establishing    Poet    Office    in 
Broad  Street  proposed 
Q.  Mr.  Joyce  ;  A,  Mr.  A.   Chamber- 
lain, July  15,  449. 

Liscannor  Harbour,  Co.  Clare,  Deepening, 
proposed,  Amount  required,  Amount 
alrsady  spent,  etc. 
Os,  Earl  of  Mayo,  July  18,  795  ;  Earl 
of  Denbigh,  Lord  Inchiquin,  797. 

Lloyd,  Mr.,  Resident  Magistrate— Taking 
Depositions  verbatim,  etc. 
Qs.   Mr.  Murphy,  Mr.   Flavin;  As, 
Mr.  Atkinson,  July  22,  1132. 

Loans  to  Tenants  for  Dwelling  Houses — 
Extending   Period  of  Repayment, 
proposed 
Q.  Sir  T.  Esmonds ;   A,  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  July  19,  259. 

Local   Government    Amendment    Bill — 
Date  of  Introduction 
Q,  Mr.  Cullinan  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  15,  448. 

Louth    Co.,   Fair  Rent  Applications   in 
Ardee    Union — Hearing    Cases  at 
Ardee,  proposed, 
Q,  Mr.  Nolan ;     .i.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  18,  849. 

Louth   Estate,    Legacy  to   the  Crown — 
Bailiffs'  Pay,  Claims,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;   A.  Sir  M.  H. 
Beach,  July  11,  118. 

M'Hugh,  Mr.,  see  M'Hugh. 

Maji^istrates  and  Justices  of  the   Peace, 
fir  collective  heading,  see  that  title 

Maiden  Lights,  Improvement  of — Belfast 
Harbour  Commissioners'  Suggestion 
g.  Mr.  Field  ;   A.    Mr.   G.   KOfour, 
July  2S,  1331. 

Malicious  Burning 

Clanricarde  Estate  ~  Prosecution  of 
Murphy   for   alleged  Perjury, 
etc. 
Q,  Mr.  Duffy;  A,  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Jxdy  18,  850. 
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Malicious  Burning — eowt. 

Compensation  Claim  at  Loughrea,. 
Penalty  for  Failure  to  Prose- 
cute, (Tase  of  John  Coolev 
Qs.  Mr.  Duffy,  Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy;  As,  Mr.  Atkinson^ 
July22,\\Z\. 

Malicious  Injuries,  Claims  for 

ilixemptions,     Mr.   Justice   Gibbons*^ 
Decision,  etc. 
Q,  Mr.  O'Dowd  \  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, July  15,  447. 

Local  Government  Amendment  Bill 
— Date  of  Introduction 
Q,  Mr.  Cullinan  ;  ^.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  15,  448. 

Police  Furnishing  Results  of  Inquiries 
to  Persons  interested,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.   W.   Abraham;   A,  Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  15,  447. 

Marlborough  Street  Training  College* 
see  title  Dublin. 

Mayo,  Co.,  see  that  title. 

Midleton,  Co.  Cork,  Labourers'  Cottages 
— Rejection  of  Applications,  CSuse 
of  Smiddy 
Qs.  Capt.  Donelan,  Mr.  Cullinan ;  As, 
Mr.  Wyndham,  JtUy  19, 1000. 

Millstreet  Labourers'  Cottages  Inquiry — 
Delay    in    publishing    Inspector's 
Report 
Q,  Mr.  Sheehan ;  A .  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  12,  259. 

Mineral  Resources,  Development  of,  see 
sub-heading  Geological  Survey. 

Mullingar  Union,  Crediting  wit^  Amount 
expended  on  Labourers'  Cottages  in 
fixmg  Rates 
Q.  Mr.  Kennedy ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham* 
July  22,  1126. 

National  Gallery,  see  title  Dublin. 

National  School  Teachers,  /or  collective 
heading  see  that  title. 

Navan  Postal  Service,  Improvement  of — 
Inquiry 
Q,  Mr.  P.  White ;  A,  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, July  18,  858. 

Noonan,  Case  of,  see  Noonan. 

Outdoor  Relief  to  Tenants  of  Labourers^ 
Cottages,  Restrictions  on — Wexford. 
Q.  Mr.  Ffrench ;    A.  Mr.  Wyndham^ 
July  22, 1131. 

Poor     Law      Officers'     Superannuation 
Burden 
0.  Mr.  Tully,  July  16,  661. 

Portadown — Religious  Disturbances,  Re- 
duction of  Extra  Police  Force 
Q,   Mr.   Clancy ;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham» 
July2S,  1358. 

Post  Office,  for  collective  heading,  see  that 
title. 

Prisoners— «e«  Names  of  Prisoners. 

Prisons  —  Report  of  General  Prisona 
Board  for  1900-1901,  Fresen  UdJu/y  i^ 
1253,  1321.      Digitized  by  VjOOgLc 
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Queen's  College,  Belfast,  see  title  Belfast. 

Qait  Reii|»  Redemption  Money — Invest- 
ment of,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  Mooney ;  ^.  Sir  M.  H.  Beaoh, 
July  11, 119. 

Railways,  for  ooUectiye  heading,  see  Rail- 
ways. 

Representative  Peers,  see  that  title. 

Royal  Canal,    Condition   of— Inspection 
and  Repairs 
Q,  Mr.  Kennedy;  A,  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, July  23^  1346. 

Sanitary  Expenses  in  Rnral  Districts- 
Areas  of  Charge 
Q,   Mr.   Tully;    A,    Mr.    Wyndham, 
July  18,  850. 

Scariff  Waterworks   Scheme  —  Area   of 
Chaige 
Q.   Mr.  Duffy;   A,  Mr.    Wyndham, 
July  15,  442. 

Shillelagh  Union  —  Charges  against  Dr. 
Bolster,  etc. 
Q,  Mr.  J.  O'Connor ;  ^.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  i5,  441. 

Sligo  Co.,  see  that  title. 

Starkie,  Dr.— Working  of   the  Board  of 
EdncaUon,  see  title  Education,  Ireland. 

Stephenson,  Conviction  of,  at  Cionmel — 
Case  of  Noonan 
Qs,  Mr.  Condon ;  As,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  22,  1130. 

Strangford  Dispensary  District— Appoint- 
ment of  qualified  Midwife 
Q,  Mr.  W.  Johnston  ;  ^.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  18,  848. 

Supply,  see  that  title— Irish  Votes. 

Tallow  Prosecution,  see  Walsh. 

Taxation— Over  Taxation,  etc,  see  title 
Financial  Relations. 

Telegraph   Service,   see  that   title,    also 
Names  of  Places. 

Trawling,  see  that  title. 

Trew,  Mr.,  see  title  Belfast. 

Valuation  for  Taxation  Purposes,  see  title 
Belfast. 

Walsh,  Archbishop,  see  title  Education, 
Ireland. 

Walsh,  Mr.,  Trial  of,  see  Walsh. 

Waterford   Assizes — Summoning    Jurors 
when  there  is  no  case  for  Trial,  etc. 
Q,    Mr.  O'Shee;    A,  Mr.  Atkinson, 
July  12,  261. 

Wexford    County   Surveyor— Over-pay- 
ment for  Clerk  and  Office 
e.  Sir  T.  Esmonde;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  12,  262. 

Whisky  Tax,  see  that  title,  also  Financial 
Relations. 

Works,  Bofiuti  of— Discharge  of  Moore,  etc. 
Q,  Mr.  Nannetti;  A,  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, July  18,  857. 
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Irish  Language 

Teaching  in  Irish  Schools 

0*.  Mr.  J.  Redmond,  July  12,  269; 
Mr.  T.  W.  Russell.  281 ;  Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy,  295. 

James  of  Hereford,  Lord  —  Chancellor  of 

the  Duchy  of  Lancaster 

Outdoor  Relief  (Friendly  Societies)  Bill, 
an,,  July  11, 19. 

Jameson  Raid  Indemnity 

British  South  Africa  Company — Counter- 
claims 
Q,  Mr.  A.  Davies ;  A,  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, July  15,  424. 

Java 

Trade  Report  Presented,  July  19,  959. 

Jebb,  Sir  B.  [Cambridge  University] 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com.,  July  2S, 
1377. 

Jefl&reys,  Mr.  A.  P.  [Hants.  N.] 
Deputy  Chairman 

Discussing  Education  Minute  on 
Amendment  to  Education  (No.  2) 
BUI,  July  2S,  1388. 

Supply — Items  which  could  not  be 
discussed  on  Local  Grovemment 
Board  Vote,  July  16,  663,  664. 

Johnston,  Mr.  W.  [Belfast,  S. 

County  Courte  (Ireland)  Bill  — Belfast 
Chamber  of  Commerce  Resolution,  July 
23,  1343. 

Finance  Bill,  3r.  July  17,  764,  765. 

Strangford  Dispensary  District— Appoint- 
ment of  Qualided  Midwife,  July  18, 
848. 

Uganda— Adding  Uganda  to  British  Em- 
pire, etc.,  July  19,  1055. 

War  Medals,  Distribution  of,  by  King 
Edward— Admission  of  M.P.'s,  JtUy 
23,  1325. 

Johnston,  Sir  H. 

see  Uganda. 

Joicey,  Sir  J.  [Durham,  Chester-le-Street] 

Finance  Bill,  Con,,  July  11,  171, 178, 193. 

Local  Grovemment  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  7)  Bill,  Con.,  July  18, 809. 

Jones,  Mr.  D.  B.  [Swansea  District] 

Finance  BUI,  Con,  July  11,  142, 148,  176, 
184,  186,  215. 

Jones,  Mr.  W.  [Carnarvon,  Arfon] 

Durham  Quarry  Dispute— Acting  Under- 
Sherilf  and  Solicitor  to  Lord  Tenhryn 
summoning  Jury,  etc.,  July  11,  91. 

Joyce,  Mr.  M.  [Limerick] 

Delm^e  Estate,  Co.  Limerick— Sale  of 
Holding  to  J.  Casey,  9^^^tAlyi%4^> 
1003.  Digitized  by  VjOOvIC 
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Joyce,  Mr.  Td.—cont 

Limerick  Post  Office -Establbhraent  of 
Branch  Post  Office  at  Broad  Street, 
proposed,  Ju/y  15,  449. 

Merchant  Shipping 

Cargoes— Foreign  Vessels  leaving 
British  Porte,  etc.,  July  11,  96. 

Committee  of  Inquiry — Representa- 
tion of  Seamen  on,  etc.,  July  23, 
1330. 

Morse  System  of  Night  Signalling- 
Training  of  Officers  and  Men  pro- 
posed, July  16,  688. 

Jubaland,  see  Uganda. 

Judicial  Statistics 

England  and  Wales,  Civil  Statistics  Pre 

Beated,  July  ^3,  1253. 
Ireland 

Civil  Statistics  Presented,  July  15, 
360,  416. 

Criminal  Statistics  Presented,  July 
15,  416.  ^ 

Jury  System,  Ireland 
Cork 

Number  on  Jurors'  List  for  ^901,  etc. 
Q,  Mr.   O'Shee;  A,    Mr.   Wynd- 
ham,  July  IS,  845. 

Roman  Catholic  Jurors   ordered    to 
stand  by 
Q.   Mr.    Flynn;   A.  Mr.    Wynd- 
ham,  JiUy  23,  1341. 

Summoning  Jurors  when  there  is  no  Case 
for  Trial 
g.   Mr.   O'Shee;    A,   Mr.  Atkinson, 
July  12,  261. 

Justices  Jurisdiction  (London)  Bill 

c.  IR.*  July  15,  452. 

Bill  Withdrawn,  July  23,  1427. 

Eay-Shuttleworth,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  U.  [Lanca- 
shire, Ciitheroe] 

Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway 
Bill,  Con.,  July  23,  1301. 

Kekewich,  CoL 

Kimberley,    Si^e     of— Suppression     of 
**  Diamond     Fields     Advertiser," 
Differences  with  Mr.  Rhodes,  etc. 
Q,  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A,  Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  July  11,  71. 

Kennaway,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  H.  [Devon, 
Honiton] 

South  African  Constabulary— Allowing 
Members  to  resume  proper  work, 
Equipment,  etc.,  July  IG,  577. 

Kennedy,  Mr.  P.  J.  [Westmeatb,  N.] 

Irish  Sub-Post  Offices,  Cash  Balance  at— 
Delay  in  paying  Money  Orders,  July 
23,  1334. 

MuUingar  Union,  Crediting  with  amount 
expended  on  Labourers  Cottages  in 
iixmg  rates,  Jtdy  2i^,  1126. 

Royal  Canal— Inspection  and  Repairs, 
July  23,  1346. 
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Eenyon,  Mr.  G.  T.  [Denbigh] 

Denbighshire  Sunday  Clubs,  Increase  in 


Number — Police     Control,    Legislation 
proposed,  etc.,  July  IS,  831. 

Kerry 

Congested  Districts  Board,  AiiplicatSons 
to,  for  Loans.  C«nstruotion  of 
Works,  etc.  —  Number  granted. 
Amount  expended 
Q.  Mr.  Boland ;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  22,  1125. 

Railway  and    Harbour  Guarantees — Re- 
adjustment  of    Rate    of     Interest 
proposed,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  O'Donnell :  A,  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  July  12,  258. 

Kilclooney  Estate 

Sale  of  Grass  Lands  to  Tenants — Pro- 
posed Purchase  by  Congested 
Districts  Board,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Redmoud  ;  ^.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  July  16,  596;  Qs.  Mr.  J. 
Redmond,  Mr.  Culiinau ;  As,  Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  18,  845. 

Kilcummin 

Ma^s— Interruption  by  R>  an,  Proeecation 
Proposed 
Q   Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;  A.   Mr.   Wynd- 
ham,  July  18,  843. 

Killamey 

Lloyd,  Mr.,  Resident  Ma^^istrate— Taking 
Deposition^  verbattmy  ew. 
Qs,  Mr.  Murphy,  Mr  F^aviu  ;  As.  Itfr. 
Atkinson,  July  22,  1132. 

Kilmarnock  Corporation  Order  Coniinna- 
tion  Bill 

c.  IR.*  July  23,  1319. 

Eilmorey,  Earl  of 

Land  Purchase  and  Land  Commission  Ad- 
ministration, Irelan<l— Laud  Act  of  1881, 
Repeal  suggested,  July  11,  54. 

E^imberley 

see  South  African  War. 


Kindergarten  Training 
see  Education — Ireland. 

King,  Sir  H.  8.  [Hull,  Central] 

Cooper's  Hill  Officers  in  India,  Petitions 


Table,  July  18,  827. 


from — Laying  Correspondence   oo   the 

'tly. 

India 

Army— Staflf  Corps  Officer's  Griev- 
ance, Supersession  by  Officers  of 
British  Service,  July  11,  88. 

Mekran  Expedition  —  Medab  for 
Troops,  proposed,  July  18,  828. 
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King  Edward  Vn. 
Title— Scotch  Claims 

Q.  Mr.  Black  ;   A.  Mr.  A.  G. 
ray,  July  15,  440. 


Mur- 


••King  Edward  VII." 

Name  of  New  Battleship 

0.  Earl  of  Seibome,  c/w/y  i^,  243. 

Sing's  Estate 

Sale  of  Land  to  Tenants—  Delays 

Q.  Mr.  Ffrench;  A,  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  July  11,  113. 

King's   Norton   and   Northfleld   Urban 
District  Tramways  Bill 
/.  Commons  Amend ts.*  July  11,  3. 

Kingston-upon-Hull  Corporation  Bill 
/.  3b.*  July  15,  358. 
c.  Lords  Ameodte.*  July  19,  983. 

Kionaird,  Lord 

Royal  Declaration  Bill,  2r.,  July  23,  1268. 

Kirkcaldy  and  Dysart  Water  Order  don- 
firmation  Bill 
/.  3r.*  July  22,  1079. 

Knottingley 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  Engine 
Explosion,  see  Pontefract. 

Kynoch,  Messrs. 

£xplo:*ion  in  Factory  at  Worsborough 
Dale  —  Inspector's  Report,  Present^, 
July  12,  219,  251. 

Labonchere,  Mr.  H.  [Northampton] 

Africa,  South— Establishing  British  Popu- 
lation in  South  Africa,  Scheme  of  im- 
migration, July  18,  815. 

Cape  Colony  —  Parliament,  Date  of 
Meeting,  Statement  of  Prime  Minister, 
July  18,  815. 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com,,  July  24, 
1605. 

South  African  War— Vlakfontein 

British  Wounded,  Murder  of,  Inquiry 
— Taking  Evidence  of  Officers  and 
Men  Present,  July  15,  417. 

Fisher,  Sergeant — Alleged  Outrage  of 
Rules  of  Vfea,  July  16,  579, 

Labour   Department   of  the    Board  of 
Trade 

Changes  in  Rates  of  Wages,  Hours  of 
LaU)ur,  etc. — Report  and  Statistical 
Tables,  Presented,  July  16,  67tJ ;  July  18, 
776. 

Strikes  and  Lock-outs— Report,  with  Sta- 
tistical Tables,  Presented.  July  16,  576 ; 
July  18,777, 
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Labourers*  Cottages  (Ireland) 
Cork,  see  that  title. 

MuUingar  Union,  Crediting  with  Amount 
ez^nded  on  Labourers'  Cottages  in 
fixmg  Rates 
Q.  Mr.  Kennedy ;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
JulyS2,  1126. 

Outdoor  Relief  Restrictions 

Q.  Mr.  French ;  ^.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  22,  1131. 

Lambert.  Mr.  G.  [Devon,  S.  Molten] 

Agricultural  Rating  Act— Renewal,  Julu 
11,  121. 

Agriculture,  Board  of,  Administration- 
Milk  Standard,  Adiuini->tration  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  Swine  Fever,  etc.,  July 
16,  665. 

China 

Shanghai,  Foreign  Troops  at— Num- 
ber and  Nationality,  July  22, 
1118. 

Yan^-tsze  Valley,  British  Interests  in 
—Foreign  Troops  at  Shanghai, 
July  23,  1330. 

Coaling  Stations— Garrisons,  Military  or 
Naval  Control,  July  23,  1327. 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com,,  July  23, 
1381 ;  July  24,  1443.  1463. 

Militia  and  Yeomanry  Bill,  2r.,  July  22, 
1194. 

Milk  Standard,  Fixing,  July  16,  665. 

South  African  War 

Militia — Total  Number  sent  to  South 
Africa,  Casualties,  etc.,  July  11,  79. 

Queensland  Contingent  —  Reinforce- 
ments,/w/y  22,  1114. 

Uganda— Expenditure  of  Railway,  etc., 
July  19,  1056. 

Lanarkshire 

Rate,  levying,  to  defray  co^t  of  purifying 
the  Sewage — Glasgow  Corporation  Pro- 
visional Order  Bill  Debate,  July  19,  974. 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway 
Goods  Trains,  Length  of 

Q.  Mr.  Bell ;  ^.  Mr.  G.  Balfour,  July 
16,  588. 

Pontefract — Engine  Explosion,  see  Ponte- 
fract. 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Bailway(Deame 
Valley  Junction  Bailwajrs)  Bill 

/.  Report,*  July  12,  217 

3r.*  July  18,  775 
c.  Lords  Amend  ts.*  July  23,  1317. 

Lancashire   and   Yorkshire   Bailway 
(Various  Powers)  Bill 
c.  Lords  Amendts.*  July  15,  414. 

Land  Oommission,  Ireland 

Administration,  Procedure,  etc. — Recom- 
mendatioos  of  Fry  Commissioii  I  p 
Debate  (Loros),  July  11,  43         ^ 

\cont. 
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Land  Oonuniflsion,  Lreland— eon^. 

Administration,  Procedure,  etc.— conf. 

Select  Committee  proposed 

MotioB  [Dake  of  Abercom],  July 
18,  778 

Postponing  Appointment  to  next 
Session 
0.   Duke  of  Abercom,  July 
23,  1105. 

Agricultural  Produce  and  Stock,  Prices  of 
—Effect  on  fixing  fair  Kent,  etc 
Debate  (Lords),  July  11,  60,  62  ;  July 

18,  780. 

Bailey's,  Mr.,  Decision  in  Walker  v.  Lord 
G<>sford 
Os,    Lord  Clonbrock,  July  18,   782; 
Lord  Ashbourne,  788,  789. 

Delmege  Estate,  Co.  Limerick— Sale   of 
Holding  to  J.  Casey,  Delay,  etc. 
Q,  Mr.   Joyce ;   A.   Mr.   Wyndham, 
July  19,  lOOa. 

Fair  Rent  Appeals  from  Decision  of  Sub- 
Commissioners — Mr.  Commissioner 
O'Brien's  Recommendations 
Q,  Mr.   Flynn  ;    A,   Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  22,  1128. 

"  Fair  Rent,"  Definition  of 

Debate  (Lords),  July  11, 49, 53,  59,  60, 
64. 

Kilclooney  Estate — see  that  title. 

King's  Estate,  Co.  Wexford— Sale  of  Land 
to  Tenants,  Delays,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Ffrench  ;  A.  Mr.   Wyndham, 
July  11,  113. 

Land  Purchase— Number  of  Amplications, 
Administration  and  A\  or  king  of 
Land  Acts,  etc. 
Oa,  Marquess  of  Water  ford,  July  15, 
367  ;  Lord  Ashbourne,  368  ;  Earl  of 
Mayo,  368,  370. 

Louth,  Co. — Fair  Rent  Applications  in 
Ardee    Union,    Hearing    Cases    at 
Ardee,  proposed 
Q,  Mr.   Nolan  ;    A .  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  18,  849. 

Report— Date  of  Publication 

Q.  Mr.  Ffrench ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  11,  113. 
Presented,  JtUy  17, 698  ;  July  18,  776. 

Sub-Tenants  —  Farmers  debarred    from 
entering    Land     Courts     through 
having  sub-tenants,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Cullinan ;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  15,  443. 

Valuing  Land,  Methods  of 

0.  Lord  Clonbrock,  July  18,  783. 

Land  (Lreland)  Act 

Repeal  proposed 

Debate  (Lords)  July  11,  54,  55. 

Land  Judges  Ooort,  Lreland 

Delays  in  Sales,  Time  necessary  for  prov- 
ing titles,  etc. 
Os,  Marquess  of  Waterford,  July  15, 
367  ;  Lord  Ashbourne,  368 ;  Earl  of 
Mayo,  370. 
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Land  Judges  Oourt,  Lreland— ^on/. 

Number  of  Petitions  dismissed  in  1900. 
Q.  Mr.  Ffrench ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  11,  112. 

Land  Purchase,  Ireland 

Mayo,  Co.,  see  that  title,  cUso  Names  of 
Estates 

Progress,  Land  Commission  Administra- 
tion, Delays,  etc. 
Debate  (Lords),  July  11,  43 ;  July  15, 

778. 

Landlords 

Incidence  of  Local  Taxation — Relief   of 
Rates  on  Agricultural  Property 
Debate  on  Agricultural   Rates    Act 
(Continuance),  July  18,  879. 

Langley,  Mr.  Batty  [Sheffield,  Atteroliffe] 
Army — Autumn  Manoauvres,  Preparations 
for,  July  23,  1324. 

Languages 

British     Commercial    Agents    Abroad — 
Ignorance  of  Foreign  Languages 
Os.   Lord  E.   Fitzmaurice,   Jviy    i9, 
1020 ;  Mr.  L.  Sinclair,  1022. 

Lansdowne,  Marquess  of —Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs. 

Foreign  Office— Far  East  Department* 
Officials'  Service  in  Cliina  and  Japan, 
etc.,  Qualifications,  July  12,  244. 

Government  Offices — New  Buildings  in 
Whitehall  and  Parliament  Street^ 
Models,  Architectural  Designs,  etc» 
July  IB,  566,  568. 

Transvaal  Concessions  Commission  Report 
—  Netherlands  Railway  Company, 
Punishment  for  Belligerent  Operations* 
July  11,  30. 

Laragh 

Postal  Arrangements— Sunday  Collectkii 
Q,   Mr.    J.    O'Connor ;    A.    Mr.    A. 
Chamberlain,  July  18,  857. 

Larceny  Bill 

c.  Con,*  and  3r.*  July  22, 1234. 
/.  \R.*July23,\2;db. 

Laurie,  Lieut.  (Jen.  J.  W.  [Pembroke  and 

Haverfordwest] 

Army  Warrant    Officers— Good   Conduct 

Medal,  July  16,  582. 
Militia  and  Yeomanry  Bill,  2b.,  July  itf, 

1213. 

Law,  Mr.  A.  B.  [Glasgow,  Blackfriars] 
Finance  Bill,  Con,,  July  11, 165,  169. 

Law  Courts— High  Courts,  etc 

Russell'p,  Lord,  Trial— Closing  Courts  on 
day  of  Trial 
Q,  Mr.  S.  MacNeill^^A.  SirK.  Fmlay, 
July  16,  694.  ^OOQie 
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Lawson,  Mr.  J.  Grant,  Secretary  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  [York,  N.  K. 
Thirak] 

Jjocal  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  7)  Bill,  Con.,  July  18,  809. 

Lowestoft  Corporation  Bill,  2r.,  Julv  15 
413. 

Lead  Poisoning 

Pottery,  Lead  Compounds  in — Report  on 
Work  of  Government  Laboratory  Pre- 
sented, July  16,  360,  415. 

Leamy,  Mr.  E.  [Kildare,  N.] 

Education,  Ireland— Constitution  and  Ad- 
ministration of  the  Board  of  Education, 
Archbishop  Walsh's  Besignation,  etc, 
July  12,  317. 

Lecky,  Bt.  Hon.  W.  E.  H.  [DubUn  Uni- 
versity] 

Education,  Ireland—Constitution  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  Archbishop  Walsh's 
Resignation,  etc,  July  12,  310. 

Lee,  Mr.  Arthur  [Hants,  Fareham] 

South  African  War— Vlakfontein  Engage- 
ment, Shooting  by  Boers  of  British 
Wounded,  July  11,  74. 

Stanhope's,  Mr.,  Memorandum  (1891)  on 
Requirements  from  the  Army — Bearing 
of,  on  New  Army  Scheme,  Jtdy  23, 1326. 

Leeds  Churclies  Bill 

c  Report.*  July  16,  575. 
Con,*  July  22,  1109. 

Leeds  Corporation  Water  Bill 

c.  2e.,  July  11,  65. 
Report,*  Jtdy  18,  812. 

Lees,  Sir  EUiott  [Birkenhead] 

Army  Reforms  and  Reorganization — 
Mounted  Troops,  Training  in  use  of 
Rifle,  etc.,  July  2S,  1116. 

Militia  and  Yeomanry  Bill,  2R.,  Jtdy  22, 
1195. 

Leese,  Sir  J.  [Lancashire,  Accrington] 

Teachers,  Dismissal  of— Right  of  Appeal, 
Date  of  Introducing  Bill,  July  15,  451. 

Legge,  OoL  H.  [St.  George's,  Hanover  Square] 

Concentration  Camps  in  South  Africa — 
Committee  of  Lady  Visitors  appointed 
by  Government,  Names,  July  22,  1113. 

Leitrim,  Earl  of 

Representative  Peer  for  Irehmd,  July  18, 

774. 

Leng,  Sir  J.  [Dundee] 

Canadian  Cattle  Trade— Prohibition  of 
Sede  of  Live  Cattle  in  the  United  King- 
dom, etc,  July  11,  97. 
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Leng»  Sir  J.—cont, 

Lights  and  Lighthouses— Communication 
with  the  Shore,  Adoption  of  Wireless 
Telegraphy,  July  11,  93. 

Telegraph  Service,  Press  Telegrams — 
Reserving  spaxie  for  public  Wires,  News- 
papers estaolishing  private  Wires,  etc., 
July  11,  99. 

Wireless  Telegraphy  on  British  Steam- 
tihips — Use  of  for  Postal  Telegraphs  and 
News  Messages,  July  11,  98. 

Letterkenny 

Light  Railways,  Working  of— Complaints, 
etc. 
Q,  m.  MTadden ;  ^.  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain,  July  11,  108. 

Telephonic  Communication  alon^  Railwav 
Line,    Want   of  —  Relaying   witn 
Steel  Rails,  etc,  proposed 
Qs.  Dr.  Thompson ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, Jidy  11,  107. 

Levy,  Mr.  M.  [Leicestershire,  Loughborough] 
Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com.,  July  15,  506. 

Lewis,  Mr.  Herbert  [Flint  Boroughs] 

China — British  Military  and  Naval  Opera- 
tions, Cost  of.  respectively,  Jtdy  22, 1119. 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com,,  July  24, 
1476,  1486, 1487. 

Finance  Bill,  3R.,  July  17,  734. 

Income  Tax 

Abatements  —  Estimated  Amount 
liable  to  be  claimed  and  Amount 
paid, /w/y;^:?,  1119. 

Graduated  Income  Tax,  etc,,  July  17, 
734. 

Museum  Grants— Claims  of  Wales,  Jidy 
17,  735. 

Public  Buildings,  New  Buildings— Archi- 
tects' Remuneration,  July  18,  842. 

Lewis,  Island  of 

Skigersta  Pier,  Additional  Works— Grant 
Q,   Mr.   Weir;  A,   Mr.   A.  Murray » 
Jidy  11,  101. 
Telegraph   Service— Opening   Offices    at 
Kerse  and  Gravir 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  ^.  Mr.  A.   Chamber- 
lain, July  11, 98. 

Lesrtonstone 

Poor  Law  Schools,  Enlargement  of, 

Q,  Mr.  Flower ;  A,  Mr.  Long,  Jtdy  12, 
256. 

Light  BailwajTS 
see  Railways. 


Light  Bailways  Bill 

Second  Reading,  Date  of 
Q.  Mr.  Bryce;  -4  Mr 
July  18  858. 
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LifhU  and  Lighthouses 

Commaiiication  with  the  Shore — Adoption 

of  Wireless  Telegraphy 
Q.  Sir  J.  Leng ;  A,  Mr.  G.  Balfour, 

July  11,  93. 

Ireland  i 

Lig)it0  Board 

Ca»e  of   H.  Williams,   Gratoity 
for  Parents 
Q,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;  A,  Mr. 
G.  Balfour, /w/y /A  119. 

DiBmiflsal  of  Capt.  M'Combie,  et«. 
Q.  Mr.  Moi.ney  ;  A.  Mr.  G. 
Balfour,  July  U,  263. 

Maiden  Lij^htA,  Improvement  of — 
Belfast  Harbour  Commissioners' 
Suggestion,  July  23,  1331. 

Local  Lighthouses,  Buoys  and  Beacons, 
Inspection  of — Report  of  Commissioners 
of  Northern  Lighthouses  Presented, 
July  22,  1081. 

Scotland— Tiumpan    Head   Lighthouse- 
Telephone     Communication     with  ' 
Land  I 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
July  18,  833. 

Wigham's,  Mr.,  Apparatus,  Adoption  by 
Lighthouse  Authorities 
Q.  Mr.  McCann ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour, 
July  23,  1332. 

Limerick 

Post    Office  —  Establbhment   of  Branch 
Post  Office  at  Broad  Street  proposed 
Q.  Mr.  Joyce ;  A.  Mr.   A.  Chamber- 
lain, July  15,  449. 

Liquor  Traffic  and  Liquor  Licensing  Laws 

Denbighshire  Sunday  Drinking  Clubs,  see 
title  Denbighshire. 

Grocers  and  Off  Licenses,  Belfast,  Number 
granted,  etc. — Return  presented,  July 
15,  416. 

Liscannor  Harbour 

Deepening   proposed — Amount   required, 
and  amount  already  spent,  etc. 
Os.  Earl  of  Mayo,  July  18,  795  ;  Earl 
of  Denbigh,  Lord  lochiqnin,  797. 

Llandaff,  Vise. 

Royal  Declaration  Bill,  2R.,  July  23, 1276. 

Llanelly  Harbour  Bill 

/.  Report,*  July  19,  957. 
3b.*  July  22,  1078. 
In.*  July  22,  1109. 

Llewellyn,  Mr.  £.  H.  [Somerset,  N.] 

Swine  Fever,  Measures  for  suppressing — 
State  aid  ior  Instruction  in  Agriculture, 
etc.,  July  16,  679. 

Lloyd,  Mr.  [R.  M.] 

Killamey— Taking  Depositions,  verbcUim, 
Qs.  Mn  Murphy,  Mr.  Flavin  i-As.  Mr. 
Atkinson,  July  22,  1132. 
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Lloyd-Georfa,  Mr.  D.  [Camarvoo,  et^.] 

Education   (Na   2)  Bill,  Com,,  JmJw  *^ 
1378 ;  July  24,  1473,  1475,  1493,  LSCfe. 


Housing  of  the  Working  Classes,  see  that 
title. 

Ireland,  se€  that  title. 

Local  Government  Board  Loans — Period  of 
Repayment,  Local  Govemmei: 
Boara  Regulations  with  reference  to 
making  Loans,  etc 

Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  JtUy  It. 
602. 

Local  Authorities 

Evening  Continuation  Schools  —  Transfer 
or  Control  from  directly  electa! 
authority  to  indirectly  eieeted  and 
co-optative  authority,  ObjectioBS 
Debate  on  Education  (No.  2)  BiIL 
July  15,  453  ;  July  23,  1354 ;  JuU 
24,  1432. 

Local  Finance 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Loan^— 
Term  for  Repayment,  etc 
Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  July  It. 
612. 

Loans,  Repayment  Period — Casting  upon 
Posterity  too  large  a  Share  of  the 
Burden 
Os,  Mr.   W.   Lonjr,  July  16,  646;  Sir 
W.  Harcourt,  651. 


Local  Oovemment  Board 

"  Cinderella  of  Government  Departments  " 
08.  Sir  W.  Foster,  July  16,  634  ;  31r. 
W.  Long,  636. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Schemes 
— Local  Government  Board  Regu- 
lations, Period  for  the  RepaymeDt 
of  Loans,  etc. 
Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  July  lb, 
602. 

Inquiries  into  Schemes  for  the  Improve' 
ment  of  Rural  Districts — Delciga* 
tion  of  Powers  to  County  Couneii» 
proposed 
Oa.  Sir  W.  Foster,  July  16,  634 ;  Mr. 
W.  Long,  636. 

President—**  Trustee  for  Posterity" 

Os.  Sir  A.  Rollit,  July  16,  616 ;  Mr. 
W.  Long,  646;  Sir  W.  Harmrt, 
651. 

Vote  for  Salaries  and  Expense  Jmly  I'k 
602. 


Local  Oovemment  Board,  Scotland 

Annual  Report  Presented,  July  22,  W\. 

iin. 

Local  Oovemment  (Lreland)  Bill 
c.  Intro,  and  iR.,  July  iS,  13S2. 
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Local  Oovenunent  Provisional  t  rders 
(Housiiig  of  the  Working  Classes) 
(No.  2)  Bill 

c.  Con.*  July  11,  68. 

/.  IR.*  July  11,  3. 
2R.*  July  19,  958. 

Local    Oovemment   Provisional    Orders 
(No.  6)  Bill 
/.  Com.*  and  Report,  July  15,  359. 
3R,*  Jw/y  i6,  550. 

Local   Oovemment   Provisional   Orders 

(No.  7)  Bill 

/.  \^.*  July  18,TS. 

c.  Con.  and  3R.,  July  18,  807. 

Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  16, 
575. 

Special  Report  referred  to  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Standing  Orders,  July  11,  67. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  9)  Bill 

/.  Com.*  July  15,  359. 

Rf port,*  July  16,  550. 

3R.*  July  18,  116. 
c.  Lords'  Amendis.,  Jvly  22,  1109. 

Local     Government    Provisional    Order 
(No.  11)  Bill 
/.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  23^ 
1249. 


Local   Government    Provisional    Orders 
(Ireland)  (No.  4)  Bill 

I.  2r.*  July  18,  lib. 

Com.*  and  Report,*  July  19,  958. 
Sn.*  July  22,  1079. 

Local    Government    Provisional    Order 
(Port)  Bill 

/.  2r.»  July  15,  358. 

Local  Taxation 

Incidence  of  Rating  upon  Real  Property 
compared  with  rersonal  Property, 
etc.  —  Agricultural  Rates  Act  — 
(Continuance)  Debate,  t/u/y  i5,  879. 

Local  Taxation  Account  (Scotland)  Act, 


Continuance— Statement  (Mr.  W.  Long), 
July  18,  863. 

Loch  Leven  Water  Power  Bill 

c.  Report,*  July  19,  985. 

Z^.*  July  23,  1318. 
/.  IR.*  July  23,  1249. 

Lock-outs 

$te  title  Strikes  and  Lock-outs. 
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London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Bail- 
way  Bill 

c.  Con.*  July  12,  2\^. 

SR.*  July  16,514. 
I.  Commons'  Amendts.*  July  18,  775. 

London  County  Council 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Problem 

Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  July  16, 
602. 

London  School  Board 

Audit  of  Accounts — Lord    Hugh    Cecil's 
Letter   to  the    Local    Government 
Board 
0.  Dr.  Macnamara,  July  15,  411. 

London  School  Board  Elections  Bill 
c.  IR.*  July  16,  601. 

London  Scottish  Volunteers 

Accounts,  Submitting  to  the  War  Office, 
etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  A.  Lord  Stanley,  July 
18,  824. 

London  Telephone  Service 

Date  of  commencing  Business 

Q.  Mr  Bartley ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Chamber- 
lain, July  15,  436. 

London,  Tilbury,  and  Southend  Bailway 
Bill 
/.  Report,*  July  16.  549. 
Zr.*  July  23,  1249. 

London  Underground  Bailways 

see  Underground  Railways. 

London  United  Tramways  Bill 

/.  2r.*  July  12,21%. 

London  Water  Bill 

c.  IR,*  July  23,  1352. 

London  and  India  Docks  (New  Works)  Bill 
/.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  Jtdy  11, 
2. 
Report,*  July  19,  957. 

London  and  North  Western  Bailway 

Dismissal  of  employees  for  giving  Evidence 
in  Courts  of  Justice,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Bell ;  A.  Mr.  J.  CoUings,  July 
12,  254. 

Willesden  Goods  Yard — Fatalities,  Death 
of  G.  Hearsum,  etc. 
<^.   Mr.    Bell;   A.    Mr.   G.    Balfour, 
July  12,  255. 

Londonderry 

Deny  Central  Railway,  Advertisements 
for  Tenders 
Q.   Mr.   T.    M.   Healy;   A.   IMb^c^^ 
Chamberlain,  Ji//yi5,  866.    ^^S 
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Londonderry  and  Lougk  Swilly  Bailway 
Company 

Letterkenny  Railway,  see  that  title. 

Long  Eaton  Gas  Bill 

I,  Zn,*  July  19,951. 

Long,  Rt.   Hon.  WsAter— President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  [Bristol,  S.] 

Aged  Deserving  Poor,  Treatment  of  — 
Circular  to  Board  of  Gaardians,  July  16 j 
667. 

Agricultural  Rates  Act,  1896.  etc.,  Con- 
tinuance Bill,  Intro.,  July  18,  860. 

Alkali,  etc..  Works  Regulation  Bill,  2r. 
July  SS,  1223,  1226,  1231. 

Colouring  Matter  and  Preser^'atives  in 
Food,  Report  of  Committees,  July  16, 
658. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. 

Loans    to    London    County    Council 

July  16,  605. 
Repayment    of    Loans,    Period    for, 

July  16,  644. 

Leytonstone  Poor  Law  Sehools,  Enlarge- 
ment of,  July  12,  256. 

Local  Government  Board  Administration, 
Transfer  of  Powers  to  County  Council, 
etc.,  proposed,  July  16,  636. 

Medical  Officers  of  Health— Larger  Dis- 
tricts, Fairer  Salaries  and  no  Private 
Practice,  July  16,  636. 

Norfolk  Sea-Coast  Defences — Commission 
of  Sewers,  July  15,  434. 

Pauper  Aliens  in  East  London,  Increase 
of^Legislation  proposed,  July  19,  998. 

Pauper  Children,  Boarding  out,  July  11, 
96 ;  July  16,  637. 

Pen^e,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Ap- 
pointment of — Local  Government  Board 
refusing  to  sanction  Dr.  Scott  Tebb's 
Appointment,  July  16,  651. 

Wakefield,  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital, 
Proposed  Erection  in  Stanley  Lrban 
District,  July  12,  257. 

Longton 

Technical  Classes  and  Evening  Continua- 
tion Classes,  Competition  between 
— Reduction  of  Numbers  attending 
Technical  Classes 
Q,  Mr.  Corrie  Grant;  A,  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
July  ^2,  1123. 

Lonsdale,  Mr.  J.  B.  [Armagh,  Mid] 

Lowestoft  Corporation  Bill,  2R.,  July  15, 

407. 
Ulster  Custom  Bill,  2r.,  July  18,  956. 

Lord  Advocate  for  Scotland 
Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  Murray. 

Lord  Ohancellor 
Earl  of  Halsbury. 
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Lord  Ohancellor  of  Lreland 
Lord  Ashbourne. 

Lord  Ohief  Justice  of  England 
Baron  Alverstone. 

Lord  Qreat  Chamberlain 

Office  of— Earl  of  Ancaster's  and  hi« 
heirs'  Claim  to  the  Office  and  Di^ty 
of  Lord  Great  Chamberlain  Petition, 
July  18,  774. 

Lord  Lieutenant  of  Lreland 

Earl  Cadogan. 

Loss  of  Life  at  Sea. 

Return  ordered,  July  24,  1432. 

Longh,  Mr.  T.  (Islington,  W.) 

Budget  Surpluses — Appropriation,  Jal^ 
15,  431. 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com.,  July  :  •, 
1509. 

Gas  Light  and  Ck>ke  Company — Over- 
charging Mr.  Rubenstein,  Taking  Qsm 
before  Criminal  Court,  etc.,  July  11,  W. 

Travelling  Post  Offices— Conditions  of 
Service,  etc.,  July  11,  97. 

Longhrea 

Malicious  Burning  Compensation  Chum, 
Penalties  for  Failure  t^  prosecute 
— Case  of  John  Cooley 
Qs.   Mr.   Duffy,  Mr.   T.   M.  Healy; 
As.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Jidy  2S,  1131. 

Lonth  Co. 

Fair  Rent  Applications  in  Ardee  Union- 
Hearing  Cases  at  Ardee  proposed 
Q.  Mr.  Nolan;  A.   Mr.    Wyndbaa, 
July  18,  849. 

Lonth  Estate 

Bailiffs'  Pay— Claims 

q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;  A.  Sir  M.  E 
Beach,  J^M/y  ii,  118. 

Lowestoft  Oorporation  Bill 
c  2R.,Jrdy  15,^1. 

Lowther,  Bt.  Hon.  James  [Kent,  Thanet] 
Local    Government    Provisional    Orden 
(No.  7)  BUI,  Con.,  July  18,  809. 

Lowther,  Bt.  Hon.  J.  W.— CAoimMw  oj 
Committees  [Cumberland,  Penrith] 

BUls 

Amendments — Education  (No.  2)  Bill 
July  iS,  1376, 1377, 1404, 1406, 1407, 
1422;  July  24,  1437,  1501,  1502, 
1603. 

New  Clauses  out  of  Order — KducatloD 
(^^II^Bm,  July  Si,  1533.  153^ 

[cmt. 
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Iiowther,  Bt.  Hon.  J.  W.—eont. 

CloBure— Beginning  Disonssion  by  moving 

the  Closure,  July  fS4,  1526.  1527,  1528. 
Irrelevant   Obeervations,   July  £4,  1461, 

1470. 

Iioyd,  Mr.  A.  K.  [Berks,  Abingdon] 

Swine  Fever — Board  of  Agriculture  Ad- 
ministration, July  16,  671. 

Iiucas,  Col.  P.  [Lowestoft] 

Lowestoft  Corporation  Bill,  2R.,  July  15, 
407. 

Xnnacy,  Lunatics  and  Lunatic  Asylums 
Appendices  to  Keport  of  Commissioners^ 

Presented,  July  11,  5. 
Number  of  Visits  made,  Patients  seen, 

etc.— Return  Presented,  July  23,  1254, 

1321. 

Lundon,  Mr.  W.  [Limerick,  E.J 

Education,  Ireland— Constitution  and  Ad- 
ministration of  the  Board  of  Education, 
Archbishop  \\alsh's  Resignation,  etc., 
July  12,  315. 

Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway  Bill, 
Con,,  July  23,  1310. 

Lynton  and  Barnstaple  Railway  Bill 

c.  Report,*  July  11,  68. 
Con.*  July  16,  574. 
3R.*  July  19,  984. 

McArthur,  Mr.  C.  [Liverpool,  Exchange] 

Finance  Bill,  Con.,  July  11, 197,  199. 

Municipal  Trading,  Select  Committee  of 
Inquiry  on — Reappointment,  July  22, 
1135. 

Macartney,  Bt.  Hon.  W.  E.  [Antrim,  S.] 
Belfast,  Queen's  College — Medical  Profes- 
sorships, Appointments  limited  to  seven 
years,  Jttly  19,  1000. 

National  School  Teachers,  Ireland — Sala- 
ries, July  19,  1001. 

Macaulay,  Private 

Death   of — Seaforth   Highlanders,  Thirdi 
Inadequate  S  teamer  Accommodation 
to  Stornoway 
Q,  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Lord  Stanley,  July 
23,   1324. 

McOann,  Mr.  J.  [Dublin,  St.  Stephen's  Green] 

Financial  Relations  between  England  and 
Ireland— Over  Taxation  of  Ireland,  July 
i^,  906. 

Wigham's,  Mr., Light — Adoption  by  Light- 
house Authorities,  July  23,  1332. 

M'Combie,  Oapt. 

Dismissal     by   Commissioners   of    Irish 
Lights,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Mooney ;  A,  Mr.  G.  Balfour, 
July  12,  263. 
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Macdona,  Mr.  J.  0.  [Southwark,  Rotherhithe] 

Cocaine,  Sale  of — Restrictions,  proposed, 
July  22, 1121. 

MTadden,  Mr.  E.  [Donegal,  E.] 

Letterkenny  Light  Railways,  Working 
of — Complaints,  etc.,  July  11,  108, 

M'aill,  Private 

Death  of,  at  Pretoria— Neglect  to  notify, 
etc. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Lord  Stanley. 
July  15,  420. 

M'Hugh,  Mr.  P.  A. 

Imprisonment,  Editing  Newspaper  from 
Prison — Article  for  "Sligo  Cham- 
pion "  stopped  by  Governor  of  Gaol 
Q,  Mr.   Dillon ;    A,   Mr.   Wyndham, 
July  11,  114. 

Maclver,  Mr.  D.  [Liverpool,  Kirkdale] 

Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway 
Bill,  Con.,  July  23,  1311. 

Income  Tax  Statistics — Number  of  Per- 
sons paying  Tax,  etc.,  July  11,  90. 

Mclver,  Sir  L  [Edinburgh  W.] 

Lowestoft  Corporation  Bill,  2r.,  July  15, 
397,  409,  413. 

McKenna,  Mr.  B.  [Monmouth,  N.] 

Coal-producing  Districts  —  Letting  un  • 
developed  Areas,  Prevention  of,  '^to- 
^sed.July  22,  1119. 

Finance  Bill,  Con.,  July  11, 163,  172,  215. 

M'Killop,  Mr.  W.  [Sligo,  N.] 

Fisheries,  Sligo,  North — Want  of  Safe 
Landing  Places,  July  12,  257. 

Sligo  Co.— County  Court  Appeals,  Num- 
ber since  1896,  etc.,  July  12,  260. 

Macnamara,  Dr.  T.  J.  [Camberwell,  N.] 
Educauon  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com.,  July  15, 412, 
473,  475,  494;  July  23,  1409;  July  24, 
1433,  1444,  1466,  1485,  1486,  1507. 

Evening  Continuation  Schools,  Minute  of 
the  3rd  July,  etc. 

Exchequer   Grants   for   Pupils  over 
15  years  of  age,  July  16,  592.  . 

Grants  to  Voluntary  Night  Schools, 
July  23,  1336. 

Home  Nursing  and  Ambulance  In- 
struction in,  July  16,  592. 

Opportunity  for  Discussion,  July  23, 
1349, 1351. 

Registration,  Method  of,  July  16,  593. 

School  Year — Date  of  commencing, 
July  16,  692. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Problem 
— Lo^  Government  Board  Administra- 
tion, Assistance  to  Local  Authorities, 
etc.,  July  16,  602,  644,  649. 
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MacNeill,  Mr.  Swift  [Boneffal,  S.] 

Army 

iDBane  Soldier  at  Aldemhot,  Treat- 
ment of,  Coroner's  Remarks,  etc., 
July  15,  422. 

Pensions — Case  of  S.  Ci-ondron,  July 
15,  422. 
BallyshamioQ  Post  Office— New  BaildiDg 
proposed,  July  15,  460. 

China 

Indemnity — Means  of  Raising  and 
Method  of  Payment,  July  22,  1118. 

Tuan,  Prince  and  Gen.  Tung-fuh- 
Siang — Official  Information  as  to 
the  whereabouts  of,  July  22,  1118. 

Financial  Relations  of  Great  Britain  and 

Ireland— Over  Taxation  of  Ireland,  July 

18,  947. 
Noonan,  Case  of—Release  from  Prison, 

July  18,  848. 
Peers    (Abolition    of    Privileges)    Bill  — 

Facilities  for  passing,  July  22,  1134. 

Rnssell,  Lord,  Trial  of— Vote  for  Expen- 
diture, July  15,  435. 

Closing  of  Courts  of  Justice  on  day  of 
Trial,  etc.,  July  16,  593,  594. 

South  African  War 

Censorship  Regulations,  July  15,  418. 

Kimberley,  Sie^e  of— Suspension  of 
"  Diamond  Fields  Advertiser,"  Dif- 
ferences between  Mr.  Rhodes  and 
Col.  Kekewich,  July  11,  71. 

M*Gill,  Private,  Death  of,  at  Pretoria 
—Neglect  to  notify,  etc,  July  15, 
420. 

Militia— Number  of  Regiments  who 
volunteered  in  Feb.  and  Mar.,  1900, 
Detention  in  South  Africa,  July  16, 
578,  579. 

Mounted  Troops — Lord  Kitchener's 
demand,  July  16,  678. 

Spion  Kop — (xraves  of  British  Soldiers, 
Bodies  improperly  buried,  alleged, 
July  16,  581,  582  ;  July  22,  1114. 

Maconachie,  Mr.  A.  W.  [Aberdeenshire,  E.] 
Lowestoft  Corporation  Bill,  2r.,  July  15, 
41L 

Magistrates  and  Justices  of  the  Peace 
Ireland — Taking  Dejpositions  verbatim,  at 
Killamey  —  Qualifications  of  Mr. 
Lloyd  as  Resident  Magistrate 
Qb,   Mr.   Murphy,   Mr.   Flavin;    As. 
Mr.  Atkinson,  July  22,  1132. 

Maiden  Bocks 

Lights,  Improvement  of— Belfast  Harbour 
Commissioners'  Suggestion 
q.   Mr.   Field;  ^.  Mr.   G.   Balfour, 
July  23,  1331. 

Mail  Service 

Motor  Cars,  Use  of,  for  conveying  Mails- 
Result  of  Experiments 
Q.  Mr.  T.  Dewar  ;  A,  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain,  July  11,  101. 
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Mail  Service— cott^. 

Scotland 

Mallaig,  see  that  title 
Stomoway,  see  that  title 

West  Indian  Mails — Delay  in  forwarding 
from  Plymouth 
Q.   Sir  C.    Dalrymple;    A.    Mr.    A. 
Chamberlain,  July  22, 1124. 

''Maine" 

Hospital  Ship  for   Mediterranean  Fleet, 
see  Mediterranean  Fleet. 

Malicious  Injuries 

Ireland,  see  that  title. 

Mallaig  Mails 


Conveyance  to  Fort   William — Ne^da- 
tions  with  North  British  Railway 
Company 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain. 
July  16,  696. 

see  also  title  Stomoway. 

Malta 

Government  Granaries — Minimum  Stock 
of  Reserve  Grain  for  Civil  Popula- 
tion 
Q.  Mr.  Allen  ;  A,  Lord  Stanley,  July 
16,  582. 

Manchester 

Postman  Frost— Pay  Grievance 

Q.  Mr.  Groves ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Chamber 
lain,  July  18,  840. 

Manchester  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Con.*  July  17,  Om. 
Z^*  July  22,  1108. 

Manning  the  Navy 
see  Navy. 

Manning  Merchant  Ships 

see  Merchant  Shipping — also  Seamen. 

Manoeuvres 

see  titles,  Army  and  Navy. 

Mansfield,  Mr.  H.  [Lincoln,  Spalding] 

Canadian  Cattle  Importation  Restrictions 

—Increase  in  Swine  Fever,  etc,  July  10, 

680. 
Uganda — Foreign  Office  Administration, 

July  19,  1057. 

Marconi  System  of  Wireless  Telegraphy 
see  Wireless  Telegraphy. 

Marine  Insurance  BDl 
I.  In.*  July  12,^220. 

Marines 

China,  Service  in— Delay  in  CoDferrin^ 
Rewards 
Q.  Sir  J.  Colomb ;   A,  Mr.  Arnold 
Forster,  July  15,  425. 
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Marlborough  Street  Training  College        '  Medical  Officers  of  Health— con^. 

Larger  Districts,  Fairer  Salaries  and  no 


see  Dublin. 

Mather,  BIr.  W.  Ll^&ncashlre,  RossendaleJ 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com.,  July  23, 1367  ;  j 
Jnly  ^l  1490,  1491.  | 

*'Ma7field"S.B. 

Rations— Insufficient    Food,    Claims    for 
ConipcDsation,  etc. 
Q,    Mr.    W.    Redmond;    A.   Mr.   (J. 
Balfour,  Jtdy  /J,  433. 

Mayo,  Go. 

Land  Purchase 

Brannick,  J. — Application  for  Loan 
Q,    Mr.    J.   O'Donnell  ;    A,   Mr. 
Wyndham,  Jitly  19,  1002. 

Marty n's,   Mr.,  Grazing  Farm— Pur- 
cliase  by   Congested    Districts 
Board 
Q.    Mr.   J.  O'Donnell;    A,    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Jnly  19,  1002. 

Mayo,  Earl  of 

Land  Commission,  Ireland— Administra- 
tion and  Procedure,  Recomm-ndatioos 
of  Fry  Conmiission,  etc.,  Jnly  11,  59,  60 
63,  64  ;  Jidy  15,  368,  370  ;  July  18,  790* 

Liscannor  Harbour,  Co.  Clare,  Deepening 
proposed,  Jnly  18,  795.  | 

Salmon  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Bill,  Intro-  ' 
duction,  July  19,  959. 

Meat  Marking  (Ireland)  Bill 

r.  Co7H.,  Jnhf  IS,  955. 

Meath,  Barl  of 

Broad  Sanctuary,  Westminster— Opening 
Enclosure  to  the  Pablic,  Jnly  16,  569,  I 
573. 

Military  Training  for  Boys— Colonial  ! 
System,  Government  Assistance,  etc.,  , 
Jnly  IS,  798.  | 

Medals 

Disjbribution  by  the  King 
Admission  of  M.P.'s 

Q,  Mr.W.  Johnston;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  Jnly  JJ,  1325. 

Fife  and  Forfar  Yeomanry— Number 
allowed  to  attend,    Travellin*; 
Expenses,  etc. 
Q.  Capt.  Sinclair  ;  A.  Mr.  BroJ- 
rick,  July  23,  1325. 

South  African  War,  Number  struck  with 
Date  1899-1900,  etc. 
Q,   Mr.  H.  J.  Wilson;  A.  Sir  M.  H. 
Beach,  Jnly  IS,  829. 

Medical  Officers  of  Health 

County  Councils  Appointing — Local   Go- 
vernment Board  encouraging 
Os    Sir  W.  Foster,  July  16,  634. 
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Private  Practice  proposed 
Os.  Sir  J.  Brunner,  July  10,  635  ;  Mr. 
W.  Long,  636. 

Tebb,  Dr.,  Case  of,  see  Tebb. 

Mediterranean  Fleet 

Algeciras    Bay — Night  Visits  of  French 
Warships,  alleged 
Q,  Mr.  Harmsworth  \  J,  Mr.  Amold- 
Foi-ster,  July  19,  993. 

Auxiliaries,  Provision  of 

Q,  Mr.  Allen ;  A,  Mr.  Arnold-Forster, 
July  16,  582. 

Hospital  Ship 
"Maine'' 

Q,    Mr.    Harmsworth;    A.    Mr. 
Arnold-Forster,  Jnly  11,  83. 
Roman  Catholic  Chaplain 

Q.    Mr.    W.  Redmond;    A.   Mr. 
Arnold-Forster,  July  15,  426. 

Mail  Delays  at  Gibraltar 

Qs.  Mr.  Harmsworth ;  As,  Mr. 
Amold-Foroter,  July  16,  583;  July 
19,  993. 

Torpedo  Boat  Destroyers  —  Date  of 
Despatching  additional  Destroyers 
Q.  Mr.  Harmsworth;  A,  Mr.  Arnold- 
Forster,  July  15,  427.  Q,  Mr. 
Yoxall;  A.  Mr.  Arnold-Forster, 
July  19,  994. 

War  footing  strength  -  Combined  exercises 
of  the  Channel  and  Mediterranean 
Squadrons 
Os,  Earl  of  Selborne,  July  12,  243. 

White's,  Mr.   Arnold,  Letter— Obtaining 
Information  by  means  of  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty's  Letter,  alleged 
Q,     Mr.    Dillon;    A,    Mr.     Arnold- 
Forster,  J\dy  11,  83. 

Mekran  Expedition 

Medals  for  Troops,  proposed 

Q.  Sir  S.  King  ;  A,  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 
Jnly  18,  828. 

Mercantile  Marine 

Board  of  Tratle  Surveying  Staft'  -  Return 
Presented,  Jnly  19,  972. 


Merchandise  Biarks  Act 

Prosecutions  under 

0.  Mr.  Laml)ert,  Jnly  10 
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Merchant  Shipping 

Apprentices,  see  Seamen. 

Cargoes— Foreign  Vessels  lea\  ing  British 
Ports,  Amountof  Cargo  allowed,  etc. 
Qs.   Mr.  Joyce,    Mr.   W.   Redmond ; 
As.  Mr.  G.  Balfour,  ./«/y  11,  95. 

Certificated    Officers— Vessels  flying  the 

British     Flag     trading     between 

Foreign  Ports 

Q.    Mr.   W.  Redmond ;  (-4;.rMfofe> 

Balfour, /Wy  ii,  93.    "^^^-'g'^ 

3  Q  53  [cent. 
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Merdiant  Shipping— cowt. 

Committee  of  Inquiry,  Representation  of 
Seamen  on,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Joyce;   -4.  Mr.  G.    Balfour, 
July  23,  1330. 
"  Eurydice,"  see  that  title. 
Food— Insufficient    flations,   **Mayfield/' 
Claims  for  Compensation 
Q.   Mr.  W.   Redmond;   A.   Mr.   G. 
Balfour,  July  15,  433. 
Loss  of   Life  at   Hea— Return    Ordered, 

July  U,  1432. 
Naval  Reserve  —  Failure   of    Resources, 
Foreign  Seamen  on  British  Merchant 
Ships,  etc. 
Debate  (Lords),  July  ISf,  220. 

"  Primrose  Hill,"  see  that  title. 

Seamen,  see  that  title. 

Signallingf— Morse  System  of  Night  Signal- 
ling, Training  of  Officers  and  Men, 
proposed 
Q.  Mr.   Joyce;  A,  Mr.   G.   Balfour, 
July  16,  *588. 

Metropolitan  District  Railway  Bill 

/.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  Jvne  ,?.?, 
1078. 

Metropolitan  Electric  Supply  Bill 
/.  Report,*  July  23,  1249. 


Metropolitan  Police 

Pensions— Lodging  Allowance 

Q,   Capt.  Norton;    A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
July  18,  830. 

Metropolitan  Railway  Bill 

I,  Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  12, 
217. 
3r.*  July  18,  776. 
c.  Lords  Amendts.*  July  23,  1317. 

Metropolitan  Water  CompanieB 

Accounts— Return  Ordered,  Jtily  11,  70. 

Metropolitan  Water  Oompanies  (Amend- 
ment Acts)  Bill 
I.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  12, 
217. 
3r.»  Jw/yi^,  776. 
f.  Lords  Amendts.*  J^dy  28, 1317. 

Midleton,  Oo.  Ck>rk 

Labourers'  Cottages— Smiddy*s  Applica- 
tion, Rejection  of 
Qs,    Capt.   Donelan,    Mr.   Cullinan ; 
As.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Jidy  19, 1000. 

Military  Schools,  Royal 

Fees  for  Offices'  Son?,  Payment  in  full  by 
Retired  Officers  of  less  than  twenty 
years'  service  in  Embodied  Militia, 
Counting  for  all  purposes  as  Army 
Service 
Q,  Mr.  Humphreys-Owen;  A,  Lord 
Stanley,  July  22,  1115. 
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Military  Training  of  Boys 

Colonies,  Training  in— Swiss  SyBtein,  etc 
Os.  Earl<rfMeath,  July  IS,  798  ;  Via:. 
Frankfort  de  Moutmorency,   803; 
Lord  Ri^lan,  804. 

Militia 

Connaught  Rangers,  Third  BattaUon,  Dis- 
band ment  of  —  PurchasiDg    Plain 
Clothes,  Complaints,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  C.  O'Kelly ;  A,  Lord  Stanley, 
July  11,  80. 
Field  Artillery— Period  for  Trainiog 
Debate  on    Militia  Yeomanry   BiU, 
July  12, 1191, 1206, 1210, 1213. 
Military  School  Fees,  Payment  of  Fees  in 
full  by  Officers  of  less  than  twenty 
years'  Service  —  Validity  of    Em- 
bodied Militia  Service 
Q.  Mr.  Humphreys-Owen  ;    A.  Lord 
Stanley,  July  22,  1115. 
Seaforth  Militia,  see  that  title. 
South  African  War,  see  that  title. 
Training— Shock-tactics  v.  Scouting 
0.  Capt.  Norton,  July  22, 1198, 

Militia  and  Teomanry  Bill 
c.  2R.,  July  22,  1189. 

Milk  Standard 

Fixing 

References  to,  in  Debate  in  Com.  o 
Supply,  July  16,  665,  682,  685,  e92i 

Millstreet,  Co.  Ck>rk 

Labourers'  Cottages  Inquiry  —  Delay  in 
Publishing  Inspector's  Report 
Q.  Mr.  Sheehan;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  12,  259. 

Milner,  Lord 

Return  to  South  Africa,  Date  of 

Q,  Mr.  FJavin ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, July  18,  817. 

Mineral  Resonrces 

Ireland,  see  that  title  -  Geological  Survey. 

Ministry 

Increasing  Power  and  Authority  of  the 
Ministry  and  Decreasing  Power  d 
the  House  of  Commons 
0.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  July  22,  1160. 

Model  Schools,  Ireland 

see  Education— Ireland. 

Mond  Oas  BiU 

/.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  />, 
958. 


Monkswell,  Lord 

Outdoor  Relief  (Friendly  Societies)  Bill, 
3R.,  July  11, 5. 

Mooney,  Mr.  J.  J.  [Dublin  Co.  S.] 

Dalkey,    Revision    Court   at — Kstahli^- 

ment,  propoeed,  July  23,  134& 
Dublin  Post  OfiBce,  Queen  Victoria's  Fu- 
neral, National  Holiday— Tel^graphlsu' 
Grievance,  July  11,  117,  118. 
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Mooney,  Mr.  J.  J,^ront, 

Geological  Survey,  Ireland— Progress  of 
DriltSurvey,  Expenditoro,  etc.,  July  11, 
119,  120. 

M'Combie,  Capt. — Dismifisal  by  Commis- 
sioners of  Irish  Lights,  etc.,  July  12, 263. 

Quit  Rents,  Ireland  •  Investment  of  Re- 
demption Money,  JtUy  11,  119. 

Moore,  Case  of 

Discharge  by  Irish  Board  of  Works 

Q.  Mr.  r^annetti;  A.  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, Jnly  18y  867. 

Morley,   Earl   of  ^Chairman  of  Committees 
(Lords) 

Dublin  (Equalisation  of  Rates)  Bill,  3b., 
Jttly  Q2, 1079. 

Glasgow  Corporation  (Tramways  and 
General)  Order  Confirmation  Bill,  3r., 
JtUy  S3, 1251. 

Outdoor  Relief  (Friendly  Societies)  Bill, 

3R.,  July  11, 16. 
Russell's,  Earl  of,  Trial— Distribution  of 

Seat«,  JtUy  1^,  243. 

Tramway  Undertaking,  Consents  of  Local 
Authorities — Amendment  of  Standing 
Order  No.  22,  Withdrawal  of  Motion, 
July  11,  31. 

Morley,  lir.  0.  [Brecknock] 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com,,  July  15, 502 ; 
JiUy  24,  1500. 

Morrell,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Oxon,  Woodstock] 
Local    Government    Provisional    Orders 
(No.  7)  Bill,  Con,,  July  18,  810. 

Morse  System  of  Signalling 

see  Signalling. 

Motor  Oars 

Mail  Service— Motor  Cars  as  Post  Office 
Conveyances,    Results   of    Experi- 
ments 
Q.  Mr.  T.  Dewar;  A.  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, July  11,  101. 

Mount  Bellew 

Ballinakill  Congested  Area— Scheduling 
Congested  Districts  in  Proximity 
to  Grazing  Farms,  Mount  Bellew 
District  Council  Resolution 
Q,  Col.  Nolan ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
J^Uy  23,  1345. 

Mollingar 

Labourers'  Cottages,  Crediting  MuUingar 
Union  with  amount  expended  on, 
in  fixing  Rates 
Q,  Mr.  Kennedy ;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  22, 1126. 

Mnniciiml  Trading 

Select  Committee,  Re-appointment  of 
Q,  Mr.  C.  M»Arthur;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July22,UZ6. 
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Murphy 

Malicious  Burning  of  Furze  on  Clanri- 
carde  Estate — Prosecution,  etc. 
Q,   Mr.    Duflfy ;    A.   Mr.    Atkinson, 
July  18,  850. 

Murphy,  Mr.  J.  [Kerry,  E.] 

Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway  Bill, 
Con.,  J\dy  23,  1312,  1313,  1317. 

GreeuNvich  Union — Burial  Scandals,  Jvly 
i5,  432;  July  22,  1121. 

Lloyd,  Mr.,  Resident  Magistrate— Taking 
Depositions  Vei'batim,  etc.,  Jitly  22, 
1132. 


Murray 

Post  Office  Employee — Misconduct 
Q.    Capt.      Norton;     \A,    Mr. 
Chamberlain,  July  18,  841. 


A. 


Murray,  CoL  C.  W.  [Bath] 

Sittings  of  the  House,  commencing  earlier 
in  the  day,  proposed,  July  15,  451. 

South  African  War,  Klerk  sdorp— Boer 
Attack  on  Convoy,  Jtdy  18,  818. 

Murray,  Bt.  Hon.  A.  Q.-Lord  AdvoecUe 
[Buteshire] 

Annat,  Erection  of  Pier  or  Boatslip— 
Proposed  Grant,  July  16,  589. 

Congested  Districts  Board,  Compulsory 
Acquisition  of  Land — Proposed  Amend- 
ment of  Act,  July  16,  589. 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com.,  July  24, 1534. 

Education  Report — Date  of  Issue,  Jidy  19, 

998.  - 

Glasgow  Corporation  (Police)  Provisional 

Oraer  Connrmation  Bill,  Con,,  July  19, 

979. 

King's  Title— Scotch  Claims,  July  16, 440. 

Lewis,  Island  of— Skigersta  Pier,  Addi- 
tional Works,  Grants  July  11, 102. 

School  Shelter  Sheds— Neglect  of  School 
Boards  to  Provide,  July  28, 1337. 

Tiumpan  Head  Lighthouse  —  Telephone 
Communication  with  Land,  July  18, 833. 

Workhouses,  Regbtration  of  Deaths- 
Alleged  Violation  of  Law,  Jidy  16, 590. 

Muskerry,  Lord 

Naval  Prize  Money  remaining  unpaid — 
Return,  etc.,  July  22, 1106. 

Nannetti,  Mr.  J.  P.  [Dublin,  College  Green] 

Books  for  National  Schools  —  Imported 
Books,  etc. 
Blackie  &  Co.,  Messrs.,  Bookbinders' 
Society's  Complaints,  etc.,  July  11, 

in. 

Members  of  Board  in  the  pay  of  Messrs. 
Blackie,  alleged,  July  16,  540. 

Merchant  Shipping— Rations,  July  16, 434. 

Works,  Board  of— Discharge  of   Moorj^ 
et(i.,Julyl8,S5'J,  3 

3Q2 


Nat— Nay] 


INDEX. 

July  W—JuJifU, 


[Vol  97. 


Natal 

Military  Training  of  Boys,  Government 
ABsiHtanoe,    Compolsory   Training,  j 
etc 
08,  Earl  of  Meath,  July  18,  802 ;  Lord 
Raglan,  805. 

South  African  War  —  Boer  Raids,  Pre- 
caations  against —  Instructions  to 
Farmers 
Q,  Mr.  Flynn;  A,  Mr.  Brodrick,  Jw/y 
es,  1323. 

National  Debt 

Sinking  Fund,  Suspension  of 

Os,  Mr.  0*Mara;  Jnh/  11,  211  ;    Sir 
M.  H.  Beach,  212.  ' 


National  Food  Supply 

966  Food  Supplyi  I 

National  (hdlery  (Pnrcha»e  of  Adjacent  j 
Land)  j 

Expen8es>-Ck>n8idered  in  Com.,  J?//y  .?^,  I 

National  School  Teachers,  Ireland 

Castletown  Berehaven  Teacher— Payment 
of  Equivalent  Fees 
Q,  Mr.  GUhooly ;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  IS,  446. 

Kindergarten  Training  for  Teachers 

Q.  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, J«/y  ii,  112. 

Pension  Fund 

0.  Mr.  Tully,  July  15,  637. 

Salaries,  Payment  under  New  Scheme — 
Dehatein  Com.  of  Supply, Grievance, 
Jidy  15,  533,  539. 

Settlement  of  Claims 

Q.  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  23,  1339. 

Teachers   having   more    than    three 
years'  efficient  Senice,  etc. 
Q,  Mr.  Macartney;  ^.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  19,  1001. 

Walsh's,  Archbishop,  Charges  against 
the  Education  Board,  etc. 
Debate  in  C^om.  of  Supply,  July 
12,  281,  290,  300,  303,  309,  313, 
326,  342,  347  ;  July  15,  533. 
Teachers*  Associations,  Managers  prohibit- 
ing Teachers  from  joinmg,  etc, 
Q.  Mi.  J.  Gordon  ;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  15,  445. 

Naval  Works  (Provisional  Order)  Bill 

/.  2R.*  July  15,  359. 
Com.*  and  Report,*  July  10,  549. 
3r.*  July  18y  t76. 

Navan 

Postal  Service,  Improvement  of—  Inquiry 
Q.  Mr.  P.  White;  A.  Mr,  A.  Cham- 
berlain, July  18,  858. 
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Navy 

FWH  Xorrf-Earl  of  Selbome. 
Seartary—Mr.  H.  O.  Amold-Forster. 
Civil  Lord— Mr.  E.  G.  Pretyman. 

Ammunition,    Supply  of  —  Deficiency  \n 
Ammunition  for  Army 
Q.  Mr.  Hannsworth  ;  A.  Mr.  Amold- 
Pornter,  July  15,  427. 

Auxiliaries,  see  title  Mediterranean  Fleet. 

Chaplaimi,    Roman    Catholic  —  Mediter- 
ranean Fleet  Hospital  Ship 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond  ;  A.  Mr.  Arnold 
Forster,  July  15,  426. 

China,  Promotions  for  Service  in — Delay 
in  conferring  on  Marines 
Q.  Sir  J.   CoTomb;  A.  Mr.   Arnold 
Forster,  July  15,  425. 

Coaling  Stations,  see  that  title. 

Contracts 

Designs  and  Plans  of    Works— Open 
Competition,  pioposed 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles;  A.  Mr.  Prety- 
man, Jidy  11,  87. 

New  Form  of  Contract — Copy  Ordered. 
July  19,  989. 

Publication  of  Tenders,  proposed 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles  ;  ^4.  Mr.  Prety- 
man, Jidy  11,  87. 

Controller's    Department,  Work    of   the 
Department 
0.  Earl  of  Selbome,  July  12,  242. 

Dockyards,  se^  that  title,  also  Names  of 
Dockyards. 

"Dreadnought,'*      H.M.S.    —   Replacing 
Guns,  Cost  incurred,  etc. 
Qs.   Mr.  Harmsworth,  Mr.    Panlton ; 
As.  Mr.  Arnold -Forster,  July  i7,85. 

Education  of  Officers  and  Men 

Selborne,  Earl,  on,  July  12,  235. 

Electrical  Machinery  on  H.M.  Shipe 

Q.  Mr.  Harmsworth  ;  A.  Mr.  Arndd- 
Forster,  July  15,  427. 

Expenditure —Comparison  with  Expendi- 
ture in  Russia,  France  and  Germanr 
0.  Mr.  A.  Davies,  July  17 ^  752. 

Gunnery,  Training  of  Men  in 

0.  Earl  of  Selbome,  July  12,  2337. 
Guns,  "  Dreadnought,"  see  that  title. 
Hospital  Ships,  see  Mediterranean  Fleet 

Intelligence   Department — Proposed    Ex 
tension  of  Powers 
Q.    Mr.    Yoxall  ;     ^.    Mr.    AmoW 
Forster,  Jtdy  19,  993. 

Manning,  Merchant  Service  as  a  Reserve 
for  the  Navy,  Influx  ot  Foreigners 
into  British  Ships,  etc. 

Debate  (Lords),  July  12,  220. 

Manoeuvres,  Gunnery  and  Torpedo  Lieu- 
tenants— Exemption  from   Watch- 


keeping  Duty 
}s.  Sir  J.  ^ 


Qs.  Sir  J.  Colomb;  As.  Mr.  Arnold- 
Forster,  July  22,  1117. 

Mediterranean  Fleet,  see  that  title. 

Officers— Training,  see  that  title. 
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Pay— Non-Eflfective  Pay  and  Allowances, 
1900-1901— List  of  Exceptions  to  King's 
liegolations  Presented,  July  11^  70.  | 

Personnel  v.  Materiel^  Difficulties  affect-  | 

ing      Personnel     compared     with  i 

MaUriel  , 

Debate  (Lords),  July  12,  220.  | 

Prize  Money  Remaining  unclaimed,  Re-  | 
turn,  etc., 
Os,    Lord   Muskerry,  July  :^2,  1106 
Earl  of  Sel borne,  1107. 

Rations,  see  sub-heading  Victualling,  etc 

Renervc  Establinhments 

Fleet  Reserve  i 

Os.    Earl  of   Selborne,  July  12,  I 

233.  I 

Insufficient  Strength  of  the  Reserve 
Forces  i 

Debate  (Lords),  July  U,  220. 

Newfoundland  ExiKjiiiuent 

Oa.  Vise,  (ioschen,  July  12,  227  ; 
Earl  of  Selborne,  234. 

School  Ships,  see  sub-heading  Training. 

Shipbuilding  Programmes 

Dilke's,  Sir  C,  Criticism 

0,  £j\rl  of  Selborne,  July  12,  239. 

Spee<i  of  Constniction 

Os,  Vise,  (loschen,  July  12,  231  ; 
Earl  oi  Seil)ome,  241. 

Ships — For  Particular  Ships,  see  their 
Names. 

"Sunfish"  and  *' Skate,"  H.M.S.— Com- 
pletion of  Repairs,  Date  of 
Q,  Mr.  Harmsworth ;  A,  Mr.  Arnold- 
Vov^tQr,July  22,  1116. 
Torpedo   lk>at   Destroyers,    .sre    Me<liter- 
ranean  Fleet. 

Training  of  Officers  and  Men 

Apprenticeship  in  sea-going  Sliips 
Shipping    Federation    Experi- 
ment, etc. 
Os.  Lord  Dnissey,JM/y7.v^  2^,229. 

Cruispr  Training 

n.  Earl  of  Selborne,  July  12,  238. 

(ireenwich  Scliool  of  Strategy  Experi- 
ment 
O.  Earl  of  Selborne,  July  12,  239. 

Masts  and  Yards— Abolition  of  the 
Training  Squadron,  etc. 
O.  Earl  ofSelborne,  July  12,  236. 

School    Shi|>s,   Recommendations    of 
Manning  Commission 
a  Lord  Brassey,  Jti/y  i;?,  222. 

Transi)ort  Service,  see  that  title. 

Turbine  Engine?,  Adoption  of— Trials  with 

"  Vii>er,"  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles;   A,  Mr.  Amold- 

Forster,  July  II,  85. 

Ventilation  in  War  Ships— Special   Ar- 
rangements for  Squadrons  in   Hot 
Climates 
Q,  Mr.  Harmsworth  ;  A.  Mr.  Arnold- 
Vox%t&r,  July  22,  1116. 
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Vice- Admiralty 
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Court  of  New  South 
Wales,  Table  of  Fees— Order  in  Council 
amending  Presented,  July  15,  415. 

Victualling 

Committee,  Result 

Os.  Vise.  Goschen,  July  12,  231 ; 
Earl  of  Selborne,  239. 

Improvement  of 

Q.    Mr.    Harmsworth ;    A.    Mr. 
Amold-Forster,  July  11,  84. 

Volunteers,  Creation  of  New  Corps 
0.  Earl  of  Selborne,  July  12,  234. 

Wireless  Telegraphy,  A^arconi  System — 
Cost  of  Installation,  Marconi's  Offer 
to  the  Admiralty 
Q.  Mr.  Harmsworth  ;  A.  Mr.  Arnold - 
Fonter,  July  32,  1117. 

Works— Designs  and  Plans,  Open  Com- 
l^etition 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles  ;  A.  Mr.  Pretyman. 

July  11,  87. 

Netherlands 

Tra«le  Reports  Presented,  July  16,  360; 
July  10,  959. 

Netherlands  S.A.  Railway  Company 

l^lligerent  operations  before  and  during 
the  South    African    War— Punish- 
ment, etc. 
Os.  Earl  of  Camperdown,  July  11,21; 
Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  30. 

Shares— Expropriation  proposed  by  Con- 
cessions Report,  alleged 
Os.  Sir  W.  Harcourt,  July  17,  709 ; 
Mr.   J.   Chamberlain,  728;    Sir  R. 
Reid,  741. 

New  Member  Sworn 

CJarduer,  Mr.  E.,  for  County  of  Berks 
(E<»steni  or  Wokinpham  Division), 
July  15,  416. 

New  South  Wales 

Militarv  Training  of  Boys,  Government 
Assistance,  etc. 
O.  Lord  Raglan,  Jtdy  18,  805. 

Vice- Admiralty  Court,  Table  of  Fees— 
Order  in  Council  amending  Presented, 
July  15,  415. 

New  Zealand 

Royal  Visit— New  Table  of  Precedence 
Q.  Mr.  C.  Wason ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, July  10  584. 

Newfonndland  Fishermen 

Royal  Naval  Reserve  Experiment 

Os.  Vise.  Goschen,  Jtily  12,  229  ;  Earl 
of  Selborne,  ^34. 

Newport  (Isle  of  Wight)  Qas  Bill 
r.  Reiwrt,*  July  19,  985. 


Night  Schools 
see    Education 
Schools. 


Evening   Continuation 
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Nolan,  Ool.  J.  P.  [Galway,  N.] 
BallinakUl,        Schedaling 
District-*     in    Proximity 
Farms,  July  23^  1345. 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com.,  July 
1499. 


Congested 
to    Grazing 


24, 


Nolan,  Mr.  J.  [Louth,  S.] 

Loath  Co.,  Fair  Rent  Applications  in 
Ardee  Union— Hearing  Cases  at  Ardee, 
proposed,  July  18,  849. 

Noonan 

Release  from  Gaol 

Qs,  Mr.  Condon,  Mr.  Callinan ;  As. 
Mr.  Wyndham,  July  15,  445  ;  July 

loy  o4o. 

Norfolk 

Sea-coant  Defences— Commission  of  Sewers 
Q.  Mr.  Soames ;  A.  Mr.  Long,  July 
75,434. 

Norman,  Mr.  H.  [Wolverhampton,  S.] 

South  African  War  —  Censorship  of  the 
Press 
Renter's  Correspondent,  Lord  Kit- 
chener's Charge  agunst,  July  11, 
73,74. 
Wallace's,  Mr.  E.,  Charges,  July  11, 
72. 

North  British  Bailway  Bill 

l.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  IJ, 
217. 
3R.*  July  16,  549. 

Northbrook,  Earl  of 

Outdoor   Relief  (Friendly  Societies)  Bill, 
3u.  July  11,  8. 

Northington,  Lord 

Sat  first  in  Parliament  after  the  death  of 
his  Fath*»r,  JiUy  '23,  1249. 

Norton,  X)apt.  0.  W.  [Newington,  W.] 
Army 

Channel    Islands  —  Withdrawal    of 

Regular  Troops,  July  19,  991. 
Horses— Purchase  of  Glasgow  Train- 
ing Horses,  proposed,  July  11,  82  ; 
July  18,  822. 
Metropolitan  Police— Pensions  and  Lodg- 
ing Allowance,  July  18,  830. 
Militia  and  Yeomanry  Bill,  2r.,  July  S2, 

1197. 
Penge,  Medical  Oflicer  of  Health,  Appoint- 
ment —  Local    Government  Board   re- 
fusing to  sanction    Dr.     Scott   Tebb's 
Appointment,  July  16,  609. 

Post  Office  Employees,  Case  of  Murray- 
Alleged  Misconduct,  etc.,  July  18,  Mi. 

Norway 

Trade  Rejwrt  Presented,  July  18,  776. 
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O'Brien,  Mr.  P.  [Kilkenny] 

Belfast  Telegraphists  suspected  of   Dis- 
honesty, etc.,  July  11,  116. 
Cork  and  Fermoy  Railway,  Construction 
of  Alternative  Scheme,  July  11, 105,  106l 

O'Connor,  Mr.  J.  [Wicklow,  W.] 

Baltinglass   Poet    Office  —  Changing    to 
Head  Office  proposed,  July  15, 449. 

Laragh   Postal    Arrangements  —  Sunday 

CoUection,  July  18,  867. 
Shillelagh    Union  ^Charges   agunst    Dr. 

Bolster,  Dr.  Flinn's  Inquiry,  July  15, 

441. 

O'Connor,  Mr.  T,  P,  [Liverpool,  Scotland] 
Financial  Relations  between  England  and 

Ireland— Over  taxation  of  Ireland,  July 

18,  936. 
Hendon  Tramways  Bill,  2R.,  July  19,  973. 
Personal  Explanations,  Rule  of  the  House, 

July  £$,  1168. 

O'Donnell,  Mr.  J.  [Mayo,  S.] 
Mayo  Co.— Land  Porchase 

Brannick's,  J.,  Application  for  Loan, 

July  19,  1002. 
Martyn's,  Mr.,  Grazing  Farm— -Por- 
chase by  Congested  Districts  Board, 
July  19,  1002. 

O'Donnell,  Mr.  T.  [Kerry,  W.] 
Education  (Ireland) 

Circulars— Distribution  of  Unauthor- 
ised Circulars  to  Managers,  July  11, 
111. 
Constitution  and  Administration  of 
the  Board  of  Education,   Resigna- 
tion of  Archbishop  Walsh — Inquiry 
proposed,  etc.,  July  11,  110;  Jnlif 
12,  285,  328,  331  ;  July  15,  532. 
Great   Southern   and  Western    Railway 
Bill,  Con.,  July  S3,  1315, 1316. 

Kernr  Railway  and  Harbour  Guarantee 
'  —Readjustment  of   Rate  of    Interest, 

etc.,  July  12,  258. 
National  School  Teachers,  Ireland— Piy* 

ment  of  Salaries  under  New  Schemes 

Grievance,  July  15,  533. 

Trawling  in  Dingle  Bay  —  Proposed 
Amendment  of  Law,  July  23, 1330. 

O'Dowd,  Mr.  J.  [Sligo,  S.] 

Achonry— Additional  Police  Force,  Charge 
on  Rates,  July  22, 1127. 

Ballymote  Meetings,  Police  Interference. 
eta.,  July  23, 1342. 

Malicious  Injuries,  Claims  for— Exemp- 
tions, July  15,  447. 

Sligo  Co.— Police  Huts,  Erection  of,  JmI^ 
15,  441. 

South  African  War— Petersburg,  Murder 
of  Boer  by  British  Troone,  Corpmml 
Wynne  Jones's  Statement,  July  22, 1115. 
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cyKelly,  Mr.  0.  [Mayo,  N.] 

Connaaght  Rangers,  Third  Battalion, 
Dinbandnient  of  —  Purohaslng  plain 
clothes,  complaints,  etc.,  JtUy  11,  80, 81. 
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JtUy  11— July  2^. 

OSheo,  Mr.  J.  J.  [Waterford,  \V.] 

China  ■—  Bombay    Cavalry,    Withdrawal 


O'Malley,  Mr.  W.  [Galway,  Connemara] 
Education,     Ireland — Constitution    and 
Administration  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, Archbishop  Widsh's  Resignation, 
etc.,  July  12y  320. 

O'Mara,  Mr.  J.  [Kilkenny,  S.] 

Alkali,  &c.,  Works  Regulation  Bill,  2R., 
July  ^f,  r>26. 

Business  of  the  House — Winding  up  the 
Business  of  the  Session,  July  23, 1186. 

Finance  Bill,  Con.,  JtUy  11,  211. 

Light  Railways— Names  of  Persons  re- 
ceiving Grants,  Juiy  15, 450. 

Militia  and  Yeomanry  Bill,  2R.,  July  22, 
1201. 

National  Gallery  (Purchase  of  Adjacent 
Land),  Expenses  Com,,  July  22,  1240, 
1244. 

Uganda,  Expenditure  on,  Objections  to, 
July  19, 1056,  1058. 

Onslow,   Earl  ot^Parliamentary  Secretary 
to  the  Colonial  Office, 

Australian  Commonwealth  —  Salary  of 
Governor-General,  July  23,  1295. 

Oppodtion 

South  Afric&n  War  Policy—"  Policy  of 
Swords  combined  with  a  Policy  of 
Olive-Branches  *' 
O,  Mr.  W.  Churchill,  JtUy  17,  747. 

Want  of  an  Opposition 

0.  Mr.  G.  IJowles,  Jtdy  22,  1159. 

Orange  River  Colony 

British  Indian  Subjects,  see  Transvaal. 

British  Populalion,  Establishing  in  South 
Africa,  sec  title  Africa,  South 

Financial    Condition,    Sir   D.    Barbour's 
Report 

Contributions  towards  the  War,  etc. 
Finance  Bill  Debate,  July  17,  701, 
707 
Harcourt's,  Sir  W.,  Criticism,  July 
17,    107  —  Mr.    J.    Chamberlain's 
Reply,  718. 

Language  Question,  aee  Transvaal. 

Oregon 

Trade  Report  Presented,  July  22,  1081. 

O'Sbaughnessy,  Mr  P.  J.  [Limerick,  W.] 

Butter  Standard  Committee,  Irish  Repre- 
sentatives —  Representation  of  Salt 
Butter  Industry,  July  16,  670 ;  July  23, 
1141. 

Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway  Co. 
—Conveyance   of   Iri»h    Produce,  Mr. 
Sullivan's  Charges,  July  15,  444 ;  July 
^        19, 999. 
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from  Tientsin,  July  18,  829. 

Cork  Jmrors — Number  on  Jurors'  List  for 
1901,  etc.,  July  18,  845. 

Cork  to  Fermoy  Railway,  Construction  of, 
July  18,  852,  854. 

South  African  War 

Boer  Prisoners — Surrender  of  Gen. 
Prinsloo's  Force,  Number  deported 
to  Ceylon,  etc.,  July  12,  252. 

Schreiner,  Mrs.  O.  —  Detention  as 
Prisoner  in  the  Cape,  alleged,  July 
18,  818,  819. 

Tallow  prosecution  —  Change  of  Venue, 
July  15,  448. 

Walsh,  Mr.  P.  F.,  Trial  of 

Bushe,  Mr.  S.,  retaining  as  Special 
Counsel  for  the  Crown,  July  12,  260; 
July  16,  597  ;  July  18,  851. 

Refusal  to  issue  papers  for  Commis- 
sion of  the  Peace  to  Mr.  Walsh,  etc, 
July  16,  598. 

Waterford  Assizes — Summoning  Jurors 
when  there  is  no  case  for  trial,  July  12 ^ 
261. 

Zanzibar  and  PembaSlace  Trade— Uganda 
Railway  Construction,  etc.,  JuTy  19, 
1041. 

Outdoor  Belief 

Ireland — Restrictions  on  Outdoor  Relief 
to  Tenants  of  Labourers'  Cottages 
Q,  Mr.  Ffrench  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  22,  1131. 

Outdoor  Relief  (Friendly  Societies)  Bill 

/.  3r.  July  11,  5. 

Pacific  Cable 

Expenses— Committee  to  Consider  Money 
Grant,  Motion  (Mr.  A.  Chamberlain), 
July  22,  1135. 

Paisley  District  Tramways  Order  Con- 
firmation Bill 

/.  IR.*  July  19,  958. 

Paisley  PoUce  and  Public  Health  Bill 

I.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  19, 
058. 
3b.»  July  23,  1249. 

Para 

British  Consul— Personal  Allowance 

Os,  Mr.  Weir,  Jtdy  19,  1044 ;  Vise. 
Cianbome,  1045 

Parliament 

House  of  Commons 

Accommodation  —  Telephone   Facili* 
ties.  Increasing,  etc. 
Q,  Sir   C.   Cayzer;    /<•  |M^|A. 
Douglas,  July  2J,  iSStt/^g"^ 

\cotU, 
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Parliament — cont. 

Hoase  of  Commons — vont. 

Authority  of —Decreasing  Authority 
of    Members    and     Increasing 
Power  and  Authority  of  Minis- 
ters ' 
0.  Mr.  Bowles,  JuUj  22, 1160. 

Buginess  of  tlie  House,  see,  that  title. 

Committees,  see  that  title. 

House  of  Lords 

Peers,    Trial     for     Felony    before  — 
Abolition    of     Privilege,    pro- 
posed 
g.  Mr.   Butcher;    A.   Mr.   A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  23,  1346. 

Representative  Peers  for  Ireland,  see 
that  title. 

Russell,  Earl,  Trial  for  Bigamy,  sec 
Russell,  Eari  I 

Sat  first— Lord  Northington  after  the  ' 
Death  of  his  Father,  July  23,  124G.  ^ 

Took  the  Oath 

Chesham,  Lord,  July  16,  549. 

Cromer,  Vise.,  July  12,  217. 

Dunalley,  Lord,  July  IS,  774. 

Seaton,  Lord,  July  11,  1. 

House  of  Lords'  Offices  —  Report  from 
Select  Oommitte,  July  11,  5  ;  July  22, 
1081  ;  July  23,  1295. 

Houses  of  Parliament 

Decoration  —  Making  the  Palace  a 
great  Record  of  National  His- 
tory as  Illustrated  by  Art, 
Fine  Arts  Commission,  proposed 
Motion  (Lord  Stanmore),  July  22, 
1082. 

Plans  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament, 
Preparing  and  Hanging  up  in 
the  House 
Q.    Mr.    Soames;    A,     Mr.     A. 
Douglas,  July  16,  594. 


Parliament  Street 

Government  Offices,  see  that  title. 

Parliamentary  Control 

Decrejising  Authority  of  the  House  and 
Increasing  Power  and  Authority  of 
the  Ministry 
O.  Mr.  Bowles,  July  22,  1160. 

Parliamentary  Elections 

Returninj^    Officers'    Expenses— Petitions 
for  Legislation,  July  11,  69. 

Parliamentary  Papers 

Dummy  Papers,  Laying  on  the  Table — 
Abuse,  Report  intended  as  Parlia 
mentary  Pai>er 
Os.  Earl  Beauchamp;  Earl  of  Hard- 
wicke,  Earl  Spencer,  July  12,  247, 
248. 
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Parliamentary  Procedure 

Bills 

Introducing  in  the  Bill  a  provision  to 
continue  two  Acts  which  had 
previously  been  brought  in 
separately 
Os.  Mr.  Coghill.  Mr.  Speaker, 
July  18,  859,  860. 

Ten  Minutes  Rule,  sec  that  title. 
Dummy  Papers,  see  that  title 
Lords — Raising  Debates  on  Questions 

Os,  Earl  of  Halsbury ;  Earl  Spencer, 
July  12,  247 
Supply,  see  that  title 

Parliamentary  Time 

Distribution    of— Government    Encroach- 
ment on  Private  Memljers'  Time 
a  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  July  22,  1156 

Division    of    Session    into    Spring    and 

Autumn  Session  Suggestion 

0.  Mr.  Broadhurst.  Jw/y  ;?*,  1184 

Patent  Fuel 
Coal  Tax 

Finance  BiU  Debate,  July  11,   142, 
144.  146,  184,  185,  186,  187. 

Patent  Law  Amendment  Bill 

/.  IR,*  July  19,  959. 

Panlton,  Mr-  J.  M.  [Durham,  Bishop  Auck- 
land] 

Leeds  Corporation  Water  BiU,  2b.,  Jw/y 
11,  65,  66. 

Navy— Muzzle-loading  Guns,  Jnly  11,  85. 

Pauper  Aliens 

see  Aliens. 

Pauper  Children 

Boarding  out 

Children  adopted   under    Poor    Law 
Act,  1899 
Q.  Sir  W.  Foster ;  A .  Mr.  Long, 
July  11,  95. 

Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  July  16, 

607. 
Sheffield  and  Biudford  Cottage  Homes 
Experiment 
0.  Mr.  Flower,  t/i//y  16,  608, 

Numljer  in  Workhouses  and  Infirmaries 
in  the  Metropolitan  District 
0.  Mr»  W.  Long,  July  16,  640. 

Pease,  Mr.  J.  A.  [Essex,  Saffron  Walden] 
Aged  Deserving  Poor,  Cottage  Homes  for, 
July  16,  654. 

Zanzibar,  Slavery  in 

(xiving  Publicity  to  Decision  of  Pro- 
vincial Court  of    Mombasa,  etc,, 
,     July  11,  90. 

Suppression  of— CriticiMn  on  Foreign 
Office  Administration;  July  19. 1028, 
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Peers 

Felony,  Trial  before  the  House  of  Lords 
for  —  Abolition    of    Privilege, 
proposed 
Q.  Mr.   Butcher;   A.  Mr.  A.   J. 
Balfour,  July  2S,  1346. 

Russell,  Earl  Trial— 5gc  Russell. 

Peers  (Abolition  of  Privileges)  Bill 
r.  IB..*  July  17,  772. 

Peers  (Abolition  of  Privileges)  Bill 

Facilities  for  Passing 

Q.  Mr.   S.   MacNeill;  A,    Mr.  A.   J. 
Balfour,  July  22,  1134. 

Pemba 

Slave    Trade,  Suppression    of— Criticism 
on  Foreign  Office  Administration 
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Pier 


Debate  in  Com. 
1028. 


of  Supply,  July  19, 


Pembroke,  Earl  of 

Admiralty — Design  for  New  Buildings, 
July  22,  1103. 

Broad  Sanctuary,  Westminster — Opening 
Enclosure  to  the  Public,  Jtdy  16,  572, 
573. 

Government  Offices  —  New  Buildings  in 
Whitehall  and  Parliament  Street, 
Models,  Architectural  Designs,  etc., 
July  16,  556,  557,  558,  559,  661,  562. 

Penal  Servitude  Acts 

Conditional  Licences  Granted,  July  23, 
1254,  1321. 

Penge 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Appointment 
-Local  Government  Board,  Refusal 
to  sanction  Dr.  Scott  Tebb's   Ap- 
pointment 
Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  July  16, 
609,  625,  630,  651,  652,  653,  656. 

Penrbsm  Quarry  Dispute 

Acting  UnderSheritr  and  Solicitor  to  Lord 
Penrhyn  Summoning  Jury,  etc. 
Q,  Mr.   W.  Jones;   A.  Mr.   Ritchie, 
July  11,  91. 

Tiial  of  J.  Owen,  etc.— Jury  Challenging 
Q.  Mr.  Flynn  ;  ^.  Sir  R.  Finlay, /if/// 
16,  591. 

Persian  Gulf 

Russian  and  German  Railway  Construc- 
tion, Obtaining  Rights  on  the  Out- 
break of  South  African  War 
Os.    Mr.   G.    Bowles,  July  19,   1009, 
1016 ;  Vise.  Cranbome,  1016. 

Physical  Exercise  in  Evening  Schools 

Dancing,  sec  that  title. 

"Pier   and    Harbour   Provisional   Orders 
(Nb.  2)  Bill 

/.  Commons  Amendts.*  July  15,  359. 
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and   Harbour 
(No.  3)  Bill 
c.  2R.*  July  16,  574. 

Memorandum    Ordered, 
Presented  July  12,  250. 
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Provisional   Orders 


JiUy    11,   70— 


Piers  and  Harbours 

Scotland 

Annat — Erection  of  Pier  or  Boatslip 
— Proposed  Grant 
Q.   Mr.   Weir;    A.   Mr.    A.    G. 

Murray,  July  16,  589. 

Skigersta  Pier,    Lewis  —  Additional 
Works,  Grant 
Q.    Mr.    Weir;    A.   Mr.    A.    G. 
Murray,  July  11,  101. 

Pigs 

Swine  Fever,  see  that  title. 

Pilots  and  Pilotage 

Abstract  of  Returns  Presented,  July  18, 
111,  813. 

Platt-Higgins,  Mr.  P.  [Salford,  N.] 
South  African  War 

Prisoners— Flogging  by  Boers,  Case  of 
Mr.  Botha,  JtUy  19,  990. 

Scheepers,  Commandant,  Wanton 
Destruction  of  Property  in  Cape 
Colony,  July  22,  1112. 

Plays 

Prohibited  Plays — "Secrets  of  the  Harem." 
Withdrawal  of  Licence,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Campbell;  A,  Mr.  J.  Col- 
lings,  July  11,  92. 

Plumbers'  Registration  Bill      ^ 

/.  \B.*  July  12,^i). 

Plummer,  Mr.  W.  B.  [Newcastle  on -TyneJ 
Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com.,  July  15,  500* 
Local    Government    Provisional    Orders 
(No.  7)  Bill,  Con.,  July  18,  807,  811. 

Plymouth 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Problem 
References  to  in  Debate  in  Com.  of 
Supply,  July  16,  615,  625. 

Poisons 

Cocaine,  Sale  of — Restrictions  proposed 
Q.  Mr.  Macdona ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Douglas, 
July  22,  1121. 

Police 

Constabulary,  Royal  Irish,  see  that  title. 
Metropolitan  Police,  see  that  title. 

South  African  Burgher  Police  (k>rps,  Com- 
l)08ition  of 
Q.  Mr.  C.  P.  Scott ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 

South  African  Constabulary,  aee  tK«t  title. 
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Police  Superaimiiation  (Scotland)  Bill 
Petitions,  July  18,  813. 

Polling    Arrangements    (Parliamentary 
Boroughs)  Bill 

c.  IR.*  July  16,  452. 

Polling  Districts 

Alteration  of — (Jountv  of  Suriey,  Order 
Presented,  July  12,  219,  261. 

Polling  Districts  (Oonnty  Ooondls)  Bill 

c.  IR.*  J^w/yi5,463. 

Pontefract 

£ngine  Explosion — Inspector's  Report,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.Bell ;  A,  Mr.  G.  Balfour,  J%dy 
16,  587. 

Poor  Law 

Aged  and  Deserving  Poor— Treatment  of 
—Circular  to  Boards  of  Guardians 
Os,  Mr<  J.  A.  Pease,  Mr.  Broadhurst, 
July  16, 655, 656 ;  Mr.  W.  Long,  657. 

Outdoor  Relief,  Ireland,  see  that  title. 

Pauper  Children,  see  that  title. 

Religious  Instructors  in  Workhouses  in 
the  Metropolis,  etc— Salaries,  Return 
presented,  July  1$,  251. 

Poor  Law  Officers'  Superannuation 
Burden  on  the  Ratepayers 

Os.  Mr.  TuUy,  Mr.  CaldweU,  July  16, 
661,662. 

Poor  Law  Schools 

jJAon    by    Education    Department 
Question 
O,  Mr.  W.  Long,  July  16,  642. 

Leytonstone  School,  Enlargement  of 

Q,  Mr.  Flower ;  A.  Mr.  Long,  July  IS, 
256. 

Portadown 

Religious    Disturbances  —  Reduction   of 
extra  Police  Force 
0.  Mr.   Clancy;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  23,  1348. 

Portmadoc,  Beddgelert  and  South  Snow- 
don  Railway  Bill 
c.  Report,*  July  16,  574. 

Portraits  of  Statesmen 

State  Collection  proposal  —  Portraits 
should  hang  in  the  National  Gal- 
lery and  not  in  the  Palace  of  West- 
minster 

0.  Earl  of  Rosebery,  July  22, 1099. 

Portsmouth,  Barl  of 

Evening  Continuation  Schools  —  Regula- 
tions— Minute  of  the  3rd  of  July,  July 
15,  389. 
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Portugal 

Trade  Report  Presented,  July  11,  4. 

Post  Office 

Pastmaster-Genfiral—Madquemof  Lon- 
donderry. 

Representative  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons^ Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain. 

Devon,    North,    Postal   Service  —  Daily 
Delivery  in  Berrynarbor,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Soares ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Chamber- 
lain, July  18,  840. 

Didsbury  Sub-postmastership  Vacancy  — 
Appointment  of  Person  not  in  the 
Service 
Q,  Mr.  Groves ;  yl.  Mr.  A.  Chamber- 
lain, JuZy  18,  839. 

Employees 

Misconduct — Case  of  Murray 

Q.    Capt    Norton;    A,    Mr.    A. 
Chamberlain,  July  18,  841. 

Postmen,  see  that  title. 

Volunteers  in  South  Africa  —  i>ate  of 
Return 

Q,  Mr.  K.  Hardie;  A.  Lord  Stan- 
ley, July  18,  820. 

Ireland 

Ballyshannon     Post      Office  —  New 
Building  Proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeUl ;  A.  Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain,  July  15, 450. 

Baltinfflaas    Sub-office,   Changing  to 
Head  Office  proposed 
Q,  Mr.  J.  O'Cfonnor;  A.  Mr.  A. 


lead  Office  proposed 
Mr.  J.  O'Cfonnor;  A 
Chamberlain,  July  15,  449. 


Belfast,  see  that  title. 

Dublin,  see  that  title. 

Elphin     Postal     Service  —  Proposed 
Improvements 
Q,  Mr.  Tully ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
lain,  July  19, 1003. 

Enniscorthy  Post  Office,  Construction 
of— Tenders 
Q.    Sir    T.    Esmonde;     Mr.     A. 
Chamberlain,  July  16,  599. 

Laragh  Postal  Arrangements — Sunday 
Collection 
Q,  Mr.  J.   O'Connor;  ^4.  Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain,  July  18,  857. 

Limerick— Establishing  Branch  Post 
Office  at  Broad  Street,  proposed 
Q.  Mr.  Joyce ;  A,  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, July  15,  449. 

Navan  Postal  Service,  Improvement 
of— Inquiry 
Q.    Mr.  P.  White ;    A,  Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain,  July  18,  858. 

Sub  Post  Offices,  Cash  Balance  at— 
Delay  in  Paying  Money  OrderB 
0.    Mr.   Kennedy;   A,    Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain,  July  SS,  1834. 

Mail  Service,  see  that  titled  O^^S 
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VoL  97.] 


PoBt  OSLce—cont, 

Sanitaiy  Arrangements 

Carrying  out   Demands   of   Medical 
Officers 
Q.    Mr.    Schwann ;   A.    Mr.    A. 
Chamberlain,  July  18,  837. 

Female  Clerks  superviiing  Males,  etc. 
0.    Mr.  L.  Sinclair;    A,  Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain,  July  18,  836. 

Stornoway,  see  that  title. 

Telegraph  Service,  see  that  title. 

Travelling    Post    Offices— Conditions    of 
Service,   Compensation  to  Injured 
Officers,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Lough ;  A,  Mr.  A.  Chamber- 
lain, July  11,  97. 

Wireless  Telegraphy  on  British  Steam- 
ships, Use  of,  for  Postal  Telegraphs 
and  News  Messages 
Qs.  Sir  J.  Long,  Sir  H.  Vincent; 
As.  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  July  11, 
98. 

Post  Office  Savings  Bank 

Balance  Sheet  for  1900,  Date  of  Comple- 
tion—  Excess   of   Liabilities   over 
Assets 
Q,    Mr.   G.   Bowles ;    A,  Sir  M.  H. 
Beach,  July  IS,  430. 

Deposits  Received  and  Paid,  1900,  etc.— 
Accounts  Presented,  July  IS,  250  ;  July 
15,  360. 

Number  of  Accounts  —  Amount  due  to 
Depositors,  etc. 
<?.  Mr.  Weir;   A,  Mr.  A.  Chamber- 
lain, July  18,  838. 

Profits   since    1861 — Cost   of   Land   and 
Buildings,  etc. 
q.  Mr.  Weir;   A.  Mr.  A.   Chamber- 
lain, July  15,  430. 

Postage  Bates 

Foreign  Postage  in  the  Postal  Union— 
Proposed  Redaction,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  Dewar;  A.  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, July  18,  836. 

Postal  Union 

Date  of  next  Congress 

Q.  Mr.  T.  Dewar ;  A,  Mr.  A.  Cham 
berlain,  July  18,  836. 

Postmaster-General 

Marquess  of  Londonderry. 

Postmen 

Manchester— Postman  Frost,  Pay  Griev* 
ance 
Q.  Mr.  Groves ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Chamber- 
lain, July  18,  840. 

Pension  Delays 

C.  Mr.  T.  Dewar ;  -4.  Mr.  A.  Chamber- 
lain, July  18,  841. 

Pottery 

Lead  Com  (rounds,  see  title  Lead  Poisoning. 
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Death    of,    in    Bahia    Harbour— Inquiry 
Proposed 
Q.   Mr.   Field;   A.  Mr.  G.   Balfour, 
JtUy  18,  832. 

Power,  Mr.  P.  J.  [Waterford,  E.J 

Business  of  the  House  —  Winding-up 
Business  of  the  Session — Irish  L^giiBla- 
tive  Gritvance,  July  23,  1162. 

Education,  Ireland— Constitution  and  Ad- 
ministration of  the  Board  of  Education, 
Archbishop  Walsh's  Resignation,  etc., 
July  12,  307,  320. 

Precedence,  Table  of 

Royal  Visit  to  New  Zealand— Provisional 
Scale 
^.  Mr.  C.  Wason ;  il .  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, July  16,  584. 

Presenratiyes  in  Food 
see  Colouring  Matter. 

Press  Telegrams 

see  Telegraph  Service. 

Pretyman,  Mr.  E.  Qt  —CivU  Lord  oj  the 
Admiralty  [Suffolk,  Woodbridge] 

Navy  Contracts 

De*ign  and  Plans  of    Works— Open 
Compeution  proposed,  Jidy  11,  87. 

Publication  of  Tenders,  proposed,  JiUy 
11,  6S, 

Prevention  of  Oormption  (No.  2)  Bill 

c.  Bill  Withdrawn,  July  23,  1428. 
Petitions,  Jtdy  23, 1320. 

"  Primrose  HiU^' 

Loss  of —Manning,  Number  of  Apprentices 
on  Board,  etc. 
(?.   Mr.   W.   Redmond;    A,   Mr.    G. 
Balfour,  July  19,  996. 

Prisons 

Aylesbury  Female  Convict  Prison  Staff- 
Change  in  Personnel  and  Duties 
Q.   Mr.   J.   Bums ;  A,   Mr.   Ritchie, 
July  18,  830. 

Ireland 

M'Hugh,  Mr.  P.  A.,  see  M*Hugli. 
Report  of  General  Prisons  BcMurd  for 

1900-1901,  Presented,  J«/y  5^,1263, 

1321. 

St.  Lucia — Rules  relating  to  remission  of 
Sentences,  Amendment  to  Rule  247 
Presenttd,  July  11,  5. 

Private  Bill  Procedure  (Scotland) 

Procedure— Rehearingin  Parliament  after 
Local  Inquiry  --Discussing  the  whole 
Bill  on  consideration  stage      ^  I  p 
0.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray,  July  9,  djAr 
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Private  Bills 

Committees  —  Chairman  of  Ways  and 
Means  dischan^ed  from  Attendance,  etc  , 
July  15,  413,  July  17,  697. 
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July  U—JnlyU, 

QnestioiiB  in  Parliament 

Lords— Raising  Debate  on  Qnestions 


Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Ireland) 
Bill 

c.  Bill  Withdrawn,  July  t>^,  1432. 


Private  Members'  Time 

Distribution    of    Parliamentary    Time— 
(government       Encroachment      on 
Private  Members'  Time 
O.    Mr.  G.  Bowles,  July  22,  1156. 

Prize  Money 

Naval  Prize  Money  remaining  nnpaid— 
Return,  etc. 
Os.   Lord   Mnskerry,  July  22,   1106; 
Earl  of  Selbome,  1107. 

Prosecution  of  Offences  Acts 

Working  of  Regulations  of  1886,  etc.— 
Return  Presented,  July  /j?,  251. 

Public  Betting 

see  Betting. 

Public  Becords 
sec  Records. 

Purves,  Mr.  B.  [Peterborough] 

Beer,  Arsenic  in — Interim  Report  of  Royal 
Commission,  J^dy  12,  263, 

Queen  Anne's  Bounty  Board 

Joint  Committee  Rei>ort  with  Minutes  of 
Evidence,  etc..  Presented,  July  22,  1080, 
1139. 

Queen  Victoria 

Funeral,  National  Holiday-  Dublin  Tele- 
graphists' (irievanoes 
Q.  Mr.  Mooney  ;   A.  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, July  11,  117. 

Memorial  Design,  Public  Exhibition  of 
Q.    Dr.    Farquharson  ;    A.    Mr.    A. 
Douglas,    Juhi    19,    998;    Q.  Lord 
Baicarres  ;    A.    Mr.    A.    Douglas, 
July  22,   lliO. 


Queen's  College,  Belfast 

MetUcal     Professorships  —  Appointments 
limited  to  seven  years 
<^.    Mr.  Macartney;   A.  Mr.  Wvnd- 
ham,  Jfi/y  Iff,  i()0<). 

Queensland 

South  African  War— Offer  of  Reinforce- 
ments to  (Queensland   Contingent, 
Lord  Kitchener's  Acceptance 
Qa.    Mr.   C.   Warner,  Mr.  Lambert ; 
As.  MT.Brodnek,  July  22,  1113. 
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Os.  Earl  of  Halsbury,  Earl  Spencer, 
July  12,  847. 

Minister  answering  for  another  Minister 
Os.   Mr.  S.  MacNeill,   Mr.  Speaker, 
July  IS,  420. 

Quit  Bents 

Crown  Quit  Rents,  Ireland— Redemption 
Money,  Investment  of 
Q.  Mr.  Mooney  ;  A,  Sir  M.  H.  Beach, 
JulylL  119. 

Babies 

see  Dogs. 


Baglan,  Lord- 

War 


-Under  Secretary  of  State  for 


Cavalry  Establishments,  Numben*,  Effi- 
ciency, etc.,  Jtdy  15,  365. 

Military  Training  of  Boys — Swiss  and 
(.^olonial  Systems,  Government  Assist- 
ance, etc. ,  July  18,  804. 

South  African  War  —  Concentration 
Camps,  Control  and  Management  — 
Inouiry  into  Allegations  as  to  the 
Sufferings  of  Women  and  Children, 
Death  IU.te  Statistics  for  the  Month  of 
June,  etc.,  July  15,  373. 

Bailway   Bace  between     London     and 
Scotland 

Prohibiting  proposed 

Q.  Mr.  Bell  ;    A,    Mr.    G.    Balfour, 
July  11,  94. 

Bailway  Servants 

Accidents  —  Number   of     Fatalities   at 
Willesden  Goods  Yard 
0.  Mr.  Bell ;  ^.  Mr.  G.  Balfour,  July 

1^,255, 

Dismissal  of   Employees  for  givine  Evi- 
dence—London and  North  Western 


Railway 

Q,   Mr.    Bell; 

July  12,  254. 


Mr.   J.    CoUings, 


Military  Employment  in  South  Africa- 
Medals,  Pensions  for  Widows  and 
Orphans,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.    Harris ;    A,   Mr.    Brodrick, 
July  11,  81. 

Bailways 

Capital,  Traffic,  Receipts  and  ExDenditure, 
etc.,  for  1900— Return  Presented,  July 
IS,  in,  813. 

Compensation  for  Damage  to  Crops,  etc, 
Bill,  see  that  title. 

Engine  Explosion  at  Knottingley,  see 
Pontefract. 

CJoods  Trains,  Length  of,  on  Lancashire 
and  Yorkshire  Railway 
Q.  Mr.    Bell:   A,    Mr.  G.   Balfour. 


July  16,  588 
India,  see  that  title. 
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Bailways— <7on^ 

Ireland 

Conveyance  of  Produce  on  Great 
SouDhem  and  Western  Railway, 
Mr.  Sullivar's  Charges 
Qs.  Mr.  O'Sliangbnessy ;  As.  Mr. 
Wyndhani,  July  15^  444  ;  July 
19,  999. 

Cork  to  Fermoy  Railway,  see  that  title. 

Deny    Central    Railway — Advertise- 
ments for  Tenders 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.   A. 
Chamberlain,  July  JS,  856. 

Extensions— Great  Northern  and  Bel- 
fast  and    Co.   Down  Railway 
Companies 
Q,   Mr.   Dillon  ;  A,  Mr.   Wynd- 
ham,  July  11, 103. 

Letterkenny,  see  that  title. 

Light  Railways 

Names     of     Persons     receiving 
Grants 
Q.  xMr.  O'Mara;  A.  Mr.  G. 
Balfour,  July  15,  450. 

Railways  banded  over  to  London- 
derry and  Lough  S  willy 
Company  —  Safeguarding 
Interests  of  Public,  etc. 
Q,  Mr.  M'Fadden;  A,  Mr. 
A.  Chamberlain,  July  11, 
108. 

Light    Railways  —  Advances,    Number 
applied  for,  etc 
g.    Mr.   Weir;  A,  Mr.    G.   Balfour, 
July  16,  586. 

Underground  Railways,  see  that  title. 

Wick  and  Lybster  Light  Railway— Dis- 
pute as  to  Acquisition  of  Land  on 
Thrumster  Estate,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.  Weir;   A,  Mr.   G.  Balfour, 
J'tUy  16,  587. 

Aainfall  in  India 

Official  Reports — Crop  Prospects 

Q,  Sir  M.  Bhownaggree  ;  A,  Lord  C. 
Hamilton,  July  18,  827. 

Bandies,  Mr.   J.    S.  [Cumberland,  Cocker- 
mouth] 

Finance  Bill,  Con,,  July  11 ,  141. 

Bankin,  Sir  J.  [Herefordshire,  Leominster] 
Board   of   Agriculture   Administration— 
Encouragement     of      Fruit     Culture, 
Slaughter  of  Swine  in  Cases  of  Swine 
Fever,  etc.,  July  16,  680. 

Basch)  Major  F.  0.  [Essex,  Chelmsford] 
Business  of  the  House— Waste  of  Time, 
Duration  of   Speeches,  etc.,  July   2'^, 
1155. 

Indian  Army  Warrant  Officers— Pensions 
to  Widows  and  Orphans,  Revision  of 
Rates,  J\Uy  33,  1328. 

South  African  War — Vlakfontein,  Murder 
of  British  Wounded,  Suppression  of 
War  News,  alleged,  July  15,  418. 
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Bate  Collectors 
Schoolmasters  as 

Q.  Mr.  Soames  ;  ^.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  July 
16,  593. 

Beay,  Lord 

Evening  Continuation  Schools,  Regula- 
tions— Minute  of  July  3,  July  h%  378. 

Becords 

Admiralty — Documents  of  not  sufficient 
Pnblic  Value  to  justify  Preservation, 
Schedule  Presented,  July  22,  108M111. 

Bedington,  Thomas 

Woodstock  Demesne,  Lease   of,   to— In- 
quirj''    into.    False  Description    of 
Lessee,  alleged 
Qs.  Mr.  Bisnold,  Mr.  J.  Redmond  ; 
As,  Mr.  Wyndham,  July  23,  1338. 

Bedmond,  Mr.  John  [Waterford] 

Ballymote  Meetinfs,  Police  Interference, 
etc.,  July  23,  1343. 

Business  of  the  Honse,  Winding  up  the 
Business  of  the  Session— Mismanage- 
ment of  Government  Business,  Attack 
on  Mr.  Balfour's  Leadership,  Irish  Le- 
gislative Grievance,  etc.,  July  22,  1140. 

Cork  to  Fermoy  Railway,  Construction  of, 
Alternative  Scheme,  July  11,  106. 

Correspondence  between  Fishguard 
Company  and  Treasury — Laying  on 
the  Table  of  the  House,  July  22, 
1133. 

Education,  Ireland— Board  of  National 
Education,  Resignation  of  Archbishop 
Walsh,  Attack  on  the  Constitution  and 
Administration  of  the  Board,  July  12, 
264,  334  ;  July  15,  537. 

Financial  Relations  between  England  and 
Ireland  — Over  Taxation  of  Ireland, 
July  18,  904. 

Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway  Bill, 
Con.,  July  23,  1304,  1305,  1308. 

Kilclooney  Estate— Sale  of  Grass  Lands 
to  Tenants,  proposed  Pnrchase  by  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  etc.,  July  16, 
596  ;  July  18,  845,  847. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Bill,  Intro., 
July  23,  1363. 

National  Gallery  (Purchase  of  Adjacent 
Land)  Expenses,  Com.,  July  22,  1243. 

Supply  —  Irish  Votes,  Opportunity  fcr 
Discussion,  Jtily  22,  1 134. 

Woodstock  Demesne,  Lease  of,  to  Thomas 
Redington— False  Description  of  Lessee, 
Alleged,  July  23,  1338. 

Bedmond,  Mr.  William  [Clare,  E.] 

Bally vaughan  Telegraph  Service  to  New 
Quay — Delay  in  Establishing,  July  18, 

858. 

Butter  Standard  Committee— Salt  Butter 
Manufacture,  Clare  County  Council  Re- 
solution. July  22,  1126. 
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Redmond,  Mr.  William— c<m<. 

Finance  Bill,  Oon,t  July  11,  194 ;  3R.,  July 
17,  731,  764. 

Irish  Grold  Omamento  in  British  Moseani, 
Restoring  to  Ireland,  July  19,  1004. 

Mediterranean  Fleet  —  Hospital  Ship, 
Roman  Catholic  Chaplain,  Juty  16,  426. 

Merchant  Shippins; 

Cargoes  —  Foreign  Vessels  leaving 
British  Ports,  etc.,  July  11,  96. 

Manning  Regulations,  JtUif  11,  93 
Nmnher  of   Apprentices  carried 
in  proportion  to  Crew,  Case  of 
"Primrose  Hill,"  July  19,  996, 
997. 

"  Mavfield,"  S.S.,  Insufficient  Rations 
—Compensation  Claims,  etc.,  JtUy 
15,  433,  434. 

South  African  War 

Execution  of  Rebels  at  Dordrecht, 
July  15,  419  ;  July  S2,  1115. 

Policy  of  the  War,  Protest  against 
Ireland  contributing  to  the  War, 
July  17,  764. 

Schreiner,   Mrs.    O.  —  Detention   as 
Prisoner  in  the  Cape,  Alleged,  July 
18,  818,  819. 
Tottenham  Mortuary  Scandal,  July  11,  91 

Transvaal  and  Orange  River  Colony — 
Loyalists,  Alleged  ^heme  of  Immigra- 
tion from  Great  Britain,  etc.,  July  19, 
989. 

Uganda— Expenditure,  Useless  Expendi- 
ture, etc.,  July  19,  1059,  1066. 

Raid,  Sir  R.  T.  [Dumfries  Burghs] 

Finance  Bill,  8R.,  July  17,  739,  743. 

South  African  Land  Settlement  Scheme- 
Method  of  Obtaining  Land,  etc ,  July  17, 
742. 

South  African  War—Cost  of  the  War, 
Contribution  from  the  Transvaal  and 
Orange  River  Colony,  Sir  D.  Barbour's 
Report,  July  17,  739. 

ReligiouB  Instructors 

Workhouses  in  the  Metropolis,  Religions 
Instructors  (Roman  Catnolics  or  !Non- 
conformists).  Salaries,  etc.  —  Return 
Ordered,  July  12,  261. 

Remoants  for  the  Army 
8ee  Horses. 

RentotO,  Mr.  J.  A.  [Down,  E.] 

Meeting  of  Constituents  to  request  him  to 
resign 
Ob,  m,  T.  W.  Russell,  Mr.  Rentoul, 
July  22,  lies. 

Representatiye  Peers  for  Ireland 

Cavan,  Earl  of,  July  18,  774 ;  Jidy  22, 

1077. 
Leitrim,  Earl  of,  J%Uy  18,  77^. 
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Trade  Report  Presented,  July  19,  959. 

'  Revenue     and    Bzpenditnre  —  Finance 
,  System,  etc. 

Budget  Surpluses,  see  Budget. 

Financial  Relations  between  England  and 
Ireland,  see  that  title. 

Growth  of  Expenditure,  Increase  in 
Taxation,  etc..  Sir  W.  Harcourt  on, 
July  17,  699. 

Loans— Casting  upon  Posterity  too  laz^  a 
share  of  the  Burden 
0.  Sir  W.  Harcourt,  July  16,  651. 

Rhyl  Improvement  Bill 
I.  Report,*  JtUy  25,  1249. 

Richards,  Mr.  H.  0.  [Finsbury,  E.] 

Education.  Ireland — Attack  on  Constitu- 
tion and  Administration  of  Board  of 
Education,  Resignation  of  Archbishop 
Walsh,  etc.,  July  12,  291. 

Leeds  Corporation  Water  Bill,  2r.,  July  11, 
65. 

Rifle  Practice 

Volunteers   soliciting   Subscriptions     for 
Prize  Shooting  Funds,  etc, 
Q,  Mr.  R.  Spencer ;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
July  18,  824. 

Rifle  Ranges 

Barry  Range— Supply  of  Breech-loading 
Guns,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  T.  Doxford  ;  A,  Lord  Stanley, 
JiUy  18,  822. 

Rifle  Ranges  Bill 

c  IR.*  July  25, 1362 

Ripon  Ck>rporation  Bill 
c.  Report,*  July  25,  1319. 

Ritchie,  Rt,  Hon.  0.  T,— Secretary  of  StaU 
for  the  Home  Department  [Croydon] 

Aylesbury  Female  Convict  Prison  Staff- 
Change  in  Personnel  and  Duties,  July 

i^,830. 

Denbighshire  Sunday  Clubs,  Increase  in 
Number  —  Police  Control,  Legislation 
proposed,  etc,  July  18,  831. 

Factories  and  Workshops  —  Inspectors' 
Reports,  Delay  in  Presenting  to  Pariia- 
ment,  July  11,  122  ;  July  18,  832. 

Greenwich  Union— Burial  Scandals,  July 
15,  432. 

Metropolitan  Police,  Lodging  Allowances, 
Pensions,  July  18,  830. 

Penrhyn  Quariy  Dispute— Acting  Under- 
Sheriff  and  Solicitor  to  Lord  Penrhyn 
Summoning  Jury,  etc.,  Jidy  11,  92. 

Tottenham  Mortuary  Scandal,  July  11, 91. 
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Military  Traffic  during  Manoeuvres,  Com- 
pensation for  Damage 
Q.   Lord  E.  Fitzmaurice;    A.   Lord 
Stanley,  July  16,  421. 

Roberts,  Mr.  H.  [Denbighahire,  W.] 

Agricnltoral    Department— DiiTu»ion    of 

Intelligence,    Exhibition   of    Weather 

Forecasts  at  Post  Offices,  etc.,  July  16 , 

679. 
Agricultural  Education— Work  of  North 

Wales  College,  Bangor,  July  16,  678. 

China 

Indemnity    Question — Departure    of 
Troops,  July  18,  828. 

Tokien,  Secret  Society  Disturbances 
^t,July»3,  1330. 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com.,  July  24 
1439,  1477,  1S03. 

India 

Budget — ^Date  of  Taking,  etc,  Jnly 
16,600. 

Frontier  Trouble— Attack  on  Jandola 
Post,  July  16,  583. 
Choice  of    Troops  for  Garrison, 
etc,  July  23, 1329. 

Swine  Fever,  Suppression  of,  July  16, 
678. 

Bobertson,  Mr.  R  [Dundee] 

Bombay  to  Scinde  Railway,  Construction 

of,  July  16,  684. 
Cape  Colony,  Situation  in— Martial  Law, 

July  19,  989. 

BoUit,  Sir  A.  [Islington,  S.] 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com,,  July  15, 
465;  c7t*/y;?^,  1469,  1461. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes — 

Term  for  the  Repayment  of   Local 
Loans,  etc.,  July  16,  612,  645. 

Roman  Catholicism 

King's  Declaration  against  —  Petition, 
July  18,  777. 

Royal  Declaration  Bill  Debate,  July  19, 
966 ;  July  2S,  1264. 

Bosebery,  Earl  of 

Fine  Arts  Commission— Decoration  of  the 
Palace  of  Westminster,  State  Collect' on 
of  the  Portraits  of  Statesmen,  etc,  pro- 
posed, July  22,  1096. 

Leadership  of  the  Liberal  Party—**  Plough- 
ing his  furrow  alone,"  Alexander  Sel- 
kirk historic  parallel  —  Mr.  Bowles's 
quotation,  **I  am  out  of  humanity's 
reach,"  etc.,  July  22,  1159. 

Royal  Declaration  Bill,  2b.,  July  23, 1285, 
1289. 

Royal  Oanal,  Ireland 

Inspection  and  Repairs 

Q.  Mr.  Kennedy;  A,  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, July  23, 1346. 
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Eoyal  Declaratioii  Bill 

L  Introduction  and  lEU,July  19,  966. 
2R.,  July  23,  1264. 

Boyal  Declaration  Bill 

Petitions,  July  23,  1254. 

Boyal  Irish  Constabulary 

See  Onstabulary,  Royal  Irish. 

BuBsell,  Earl 

Trial  for  Bigamy-  Tried  by  his  Peers. 

Distribution  of  Seats 

Os.  Earl  of  Morley,  Earl  Carring- 
ton,  July  12,  243. 

Expenditure,  Vote  for 

Q,  Mr.  S.  MacNelll ;  A.  Mr.  A. 
Douglas,  July  15,  435  ;  Qs.  Mr. 
S.  MacNeill  ;  As,  Mr.  A. 
Douglas,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
July  16,  693;  Q.  Mr.  Weir; 
A,  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  J^Uy 
18,  838. 

High  Courts  of  Justice,  Closing  on 
Day  of  Trial 
Q,  m.  S.   MacNeill ;  A,  Sir  R. 
Finlay,  July  16,  594. 

King's  Answer  to  Address,  Jxily 
11,1, 

Russell,  Earl,  brought  to  the  Bar. 
Arraigned  on  the  Indictment  and 
Sentenced,  July  18,  773. 

Witnesses  ordered  to  attend  and 
produce  Documents,  July  12,  220. 

BuBsell,  Mr.  T.  W.  [Tyrone,  S.] 

Education,  Ireland— Character  and  Con- 
stitution of  National  Education  Board, 
Resignation  of  Archbishop  Walsh,  etc., 
July  12,  278,  324. 

Financial  Relations  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland — Over-Taxation  of  Ireland, 
July  18,  927,  946. 

Local  Grovemment  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  7)  BUI,  Con,,  July  18,  808. 

Marlborough  St.,  Dublin,  Training  College 
— Disgraceful  State  of  Students'  Resi- 
dence, July  15,  531,  542. 

National  School  Teachers 

Kindergarten  Training  for  Teachers, 
July  11, 112. 

Salaries— New  System  of  Payment, 
Settlement  of  Claims,  July  ^3, 1339. 

Pauper  Children  Problem,  Boarding-oat 
Sdiemes,  etc,  July  16,  628. 

South    Tyrone   Unionist    Association  — 
Want  of  Confidence  Resolution 
Os,  Mr.  Russell,  Mr.  Rentoul,  July  22, 
1168. 

Trew,  Mr.,  Trial  of  at  Belfast,  July  11 
110. 

Byan,  Oase  of 

Interruptiag  Mass  at  Kilcnmmin— Prose- 
cntionproposed 
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St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  Bill  Sanitary  Charges 

r.  Report,*  Jtily  11,  68.  Ireland— Areas  of  Charge  in  Rural  Dls- 

Con*  July  17,  697  tricte 

3R.*Jw/y^^',  1108.  y.    Mr.  Tally;   A,  Mr.   Wyndhani, 

/.  Commons  Amendts./  July  J  J,  1250.  j                    July  IS,  850. 

St  Helena  '  Sark 

Boer  Prisoners,  see  South  African  War—  ;         Tele^^raphic      Communication      between 
PriHoners.  Guernsey     and     Sark  —  Marconi 

Wireless      Telegraph      Company  ^s 
St.  Lncia  offer 

liules  Relating  to  remission  of  Sentences  ^\^^\^'  VT^^.  '  A'JI^^'  ^  ^*'*"" 

-Amendment  to  Rule  247  Presented,  ,  *^'"^*^^'  "^^^^  --  1^^- 
July  11,  5.                                                      I 

{  Sassoon,  Sir  E.  [Hythe] 
Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  j  Canadian  Pacific  Cable -Amount  of  Mate- 
Bill  rial  manufactured  and  delivered,  etc. 
Petitions,  July  1$,  250  ;  July  16,  575.  J^'h  ^^.  ^36. 


I 


Cape  to  Australia  Cable 


Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Ohildren  Contract— Landing  Rights,  etc.,  Juiy 

Bill  ^^»  **^- 

n  i-v..-           T  t     ii    a(x       T  I     *  >    orn    1  1^^*^^  from  Cocos  to  Ccylou  proposcd, 

Petitions,    July  11,    69 ;    July  IJ,    250 ;  I  r.,/,.  ,q  qqj                 "^        ^    *^ 

July  16,  576;  Jubf  17,  698  ;   July  18,  \  ^    ^.     ^I'^V^^^^'              , 

813;    July    19,    988;    July  2. \   1110;  India -Cable  Communication  with  Great 

July  23,  1320;  Julu  JA,  1432.  Britain,  Reduction  of  Rates,  etc.,Jfily 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Ohildren    _  _            «,wxw      wTr*       ^ 
(Scotland)  Bill                                    Saunderson,  OoL  Et.  Hon.  B.  J.  [Armagh, 

Petitions,  July  15,  416  ;  July  22,  1110.         '  ^  ^'J  ,    ,        „       1 1  •  u     o           o  *u 

I  Constabulary,  Royal  Irish  -  Roman  Catho- 

Salfard  Corporation  BiU                            ;  »«  -^  ^yTm '"™"^  ^~P""'"" 

c.  Report,' /«/y?*,  1319.  Education,    Tnsland  -  Condition  of    Re- 

_  ..  ,           __                   -       r>  •         ir-  •  ^  sidences in  connection  with  Marlborough 

Salisbury,  Marquess  of- Prtm€   Aftnwr^cr  St.  Training  College,  c7«/y  ij,  534. 

Finance  BiU,  2r.,  Jtdy  23,  1260.  '  g^^^^^  ^^^^^^ 

^tn^^  ^Xr  j  W^^^^^^^^^                  !  P-t  Office  Savings  Bank,  ,.  that  title. 

Consort's  Commission  of  1842,  etc.,  July  j 

22, 1092.  '  Savings  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies 

Royal  Declaration  Bill,  Intro.,  July  19,  Interest  accrued  in  respect  of  Secnrities, 

966,  969,  970  ;  2r.,  July  23,  1264,  1270,  etc. —Accounts  Presented,  July  17,QI9S; 

1291,  1293,                                                    I  July  IS,  111. 

Salisbury  Plain  Scariff 

Manoeuvres— Traffic  on  Roads.  Compen«a-  ^  Water  Works  -  Making  Cost  of  Construc- 
tion for  Damage,  etc.                           •.  ^ion  a  Dispensarj-  District  Charge, 
Q,  Lord  E.    Fitzmaunce ;    A.   Lord;  ^^             r         j                         o 
Stanley, /M/y /5,  421.                         i  g.   j^.    Duffy;    A.^r,  WyndhSii, 

I  July  15,  442. 

Salmon  Fisheries  i 

Inspectors'  Annual  Report  Presented,  July  i  School  Shelter  Sheds 

22,  1081,  1110.  Scotland-Neglect   of    School    Boards  to 

Ireland,  Commission  of  Inquiry— Recom-  '  provide 

mendations,  et€.  Qs,  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 

Os,  Earl  of  Mayo,  July  19,  900 ;  Earl  July  23,  1337 
of  Derby,  905.                                      ; 


Schoolmasters  as  Bate  Ck>llector8 

•.  Soa 
593 


Salmon  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Bill  ,,  x,    o             ^    c-    t  /.     *   r  f    . 

*"—  T  ,          J  i«     r  /    yn    n-o  Q'  Mr.  Soamcs ;  A,  Sir  J.  Gorst, /w/y  i6, 

/.  Intro,  and  IR.,  July  19,  9o9.  >                    593                                     ^       :f     * 

Sample  Exhibitions  i  Schreiner,  Mrs.  OUve 

.ee  Trade  and  Commerce-Foreign  trade  Detention    as    Prisoner     in    the    Cape, 


Sanitary  Arrangements  in  Post  Offices 

see  Post  Office. 
68 
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Is.  Mr.  W.  Redmond,   Mr.  O'Shee; 
A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  Jiily  18,  818 
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Schwann,  Mr.  0.  E.  (Manchester,  N.) 

Barotzel&nd  —  Rising  of  Natives,  etc., 
July  11,  88 

Ceylon,  Kandy  Military  Station— Ad- 
missions to  Hospital  for  Venereal 
Disease,  JtUy  18,  825 

Poet  Office  Sanitary  Arrangements — 
Carrying  ont  Demands  of  Medical 
Officers,  JiUy  18,  837 

Telephone  Employees,  Female,  Placing  on 
the  Establishment  of  the  Post  Office, 
etc.,  July  23, 1334 

Scinde,  PoiUab  and  Delhi  Railway 

Deposit  at  Bank  of  England — Proposed 
Transference  to  the  Crown 
Q.  Mr.  Caine ;  A,  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 
Jxdy  15,  428. 

Scotland 

Seeretary — Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Balfour  of 

Burleigh. 
Under  JsecretarySir  C.  Scott  Mon 

crieff. 
Lord  Advocate  —  Rt.    Hon.    A.    G 

Murray. 
SoliHtor-General—Mr.  C.  Scott-Dick 

eon. 

Annat — Erection  of  Pier  or  Boatslip,  Pro 
posed  Grant 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
July  16,  589. 

Caledonian  Canal  —  Report  of  Com 
missioners  Presented,  July  12,  251. 

Congested  Districts  Board,  for  collective 
heading,  see  that  title 

Education  Report— Date  of  Issue 

Q.  Mr.    Weir;    A,    Mr.   A.   G. 
Murray,  July  19,  998. 

Report  for  1900  Presented,  July   23, 
1253, 1321. 

Glasgow,  see  that  title. 

Kmg's  Title— Claims  of  Scotland 

g.     Mr.    Black;    A.     Mr.    A.    G. 
Murray,  JiUy  15,  440. 

Land,  Compulsory  Acquisition  by  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  su  title  Con- 
gested Districts  Board. 

Lewis,  Island  of,  see  that  title. 

Local  Government  Board  Report  for  1900 
Presented,  July  Z?,  1081, 1111. 

Mallaig    Mails,     Conveyance     to    Fort 
William — Negotiations  with  North 
British  Railway  Company 
0.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.   Mr.  A.  Chamber- 
lain, July  16,  595. 

School     Shelter    Sheds,    Provision    of— 
Neglect  of  School  Boards 
Qs.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
July  S3,  1337. 

Seaforth  Militia,  see  that  title. 

Stomoway,  see  that  title. 

Tiumpan   Head  Lighthouse  —  Telephone 
Communication  with  Land 
Q,  Mr.  Wed-.    A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
JiUy  18,  833. 
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Scotland— c<wi/. 

Wick  and  Lybster  Light  Railway — Dis- 
pute ai  to  Acquisition  of  Land  on 
Thrumster  £state,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.   Weir;  A,   Mr.   G.   Balfour, 
July  16,  587. 

Workhouses  —  Registration    of    Deaths, 
Alleged  Violation  of  Law 
0.  Mr.   E.   Wason;   A,  Mr.   A.  G. 
Murray,  July  16,  590. 

Scott,  Mr.  0.  P.  [Lancashire,  Leigh] 

Africa,  South 

Burgher  Police  Corps,  Composition  of, 
July  19,  990. 

Concentration    Camps  —  Statistics, 
Monthly  Returns,  July  11,  78. 

Sea  Fisheries 

Foreign  Countries,  Restrictive  Legislation 
in— Return  Presented,  July  19,  988. 

InHpectors'  Annual  Report  Presented, /i//v 
^^,  1081,  1110. 

Seaforth  Militia 

Return  from  Egypt — Insufficient  Steamer 
Accommodation  to  Stornaway, 
etc. 
Qs,  Mr.  Weir ;  As.  Lord  Stanley, 
July  11,19;  July  18,S2S;  Qs. 
Mr.  Weir ;  As.  Mr.  G.  Balfour, 
Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  July  19, 
99L 

Death  of  Private  Macaulay  from  Ex- 
posure 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
July  S3,  1324. 

Seamen 

Apprentices 

Number    carried    in    proportion    to 
Crew— Case  of  "Primrose  Hill" 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond ;  A.  Mr.  G. 
Balfour,  July  19,  996. 

Power,  R.,  Death  of  on  the  **  Eurydice" 
Q.  Mr.  Field  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour, 
July  18,  832. 

Shipping  Federation  Experiment 

6^5.  Lord  Brassey;  July  IS,  22S, 
Earl  of  Dudley,  229. 

British  and  Foreign  Seamen  on  British 
Ships — Statistics 
0.  Earl  of  Dudley,  J^Uy  IS,  226. 

Committee    of    Inquiry,    see    Merchant 
Shipping. 

Foreign  Seamen— Influx  of  Foreigners 
Into  British  Merchant  Ships,  Ex- 
haustion of  Resources  for  Manning 

the  Navy 

Debate  (Lords),  July  IS,  220. 

"  Mayfield,"  Rations  on,  etc.,  see  **  May- 
field." 

Seaton,  Lord  Digitized  by  CjOOglC 

1         Took  the  Oath,  July  11,  1. 
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Secondary  ScIiooIb 

see  Education. 
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Sheffield  Newspaper 

Press  Messages,  Private  Telegraphic  Wires 


'*  Secrets  of  the  Harem  "  Play 
Withdrawal  of  Licence 

g.    Mr.    J.    Campbell;   A,    Mr. 
CoUiDgs,  July  lU  92. 

Seely,  Mr.  C  H.  (Lincoln) 

Finance  Bill,  Con,,  July  11,  161,  180. 


J. 


the 


Selbome,     Earl    ot-First    Lord    of 
Admiralty 
Navy 

Prize    Money    remaining   unpaid  — 

Return,  etc.,  J^dy  t2,  1107. 
Reserve  Establishment,  Resources  for 
manning    the   Navy,  Training   of 
Officers  and  Men,  etc.,  July  12, 228. 

Selkirk,    Alexander  -  Lord    Eosebery's 
Historic  Parallel 
"  I  am  out  of  humanity's  reach,"  etc.— 
Mr.  Bowles's  quotation,  July  22,  1159. 

Sewage  Disposal 

Royal  Commission— Interim  Report  with 
Minutes  of  Evidence,  Index  and  Appen- 
dices Presented,  July  16,  560, 576. 

Sewers.  Oommission  of 

Nor  oik  Sea-coast  Defences  ,  ,    -. 

Q.  Mr.  Soames ;  A,  Mr.  Long,  July  16, 
434. 

Shannon  Water  and  Electric  Power  Bill 

I,  Report  fromSelect  Committee,  Jw/yii,  3. 

c.  Lords  Amendments,*  July  24,  1429. 

Sharpe,  Mr.  W.  [Kensington,  N.] 

Education,  Ireland— Constitution  and  Ad- 
ministration of  the  Board  of  Education, 
Archbishop  Walsh's  Resignation,  etc., 
Jtdy  12,  318. 
Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com ,  July  23, 
1384. 

Shaw,  Mr.  T.  [Hawick  Burghs] 

Education  (No.  2)  BUI,   Com.,  July  24, 
1535. 

Sheehan,  Mr.  D.  [Cork  Co.,  Mid] 

Butter  Standard  Committee,  Irish  Repre- 
sentatives —  Representation    of     Salt 
Buiter  Industry,  July  2S,  1340. 
Great  Southern  and    Western    Riulway 

Bill,  C(m.,  July  23,  1310. 
Millstreet,  Co.  Cork— Labourers' Cottages 
Inquiry,  Inspector's  Report,  Delay  m 
Publishing.  Jtdy  12,  259. 

Sheffield  Corporation  Bill 

c.  3r.*  July  15,  414. 

/.  Ck)nimon8  Amendments.*  July  18,  775. 
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f  or— «ee  Telegraph  Service. 

Shields  Bridge  Bill 

c.  Report,*  July  12, 249. 

Shillelagh  Union 

Charges  against  Dr.  Bolster— Dr.  Flinn'a 

Q.  A?^.  O'Connor;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  July  16,  441. 


Shipley  Improvement  Bill 

port  of   At  ^ 

fuly  12,  217 

Shipman,  Dr.  J.  O.  [Northampton] 
Local     Government    Provisional 
(No.  7)  Bill,  Con.,  July  18,  808. 
Tebb,Dr.— 


Report  of   Attomey-(5eneral    Presented, 

M  


Order 


-Train- 
Leicantile 


ebb,  Dr. -Refusing  to  appoint  as  Medic^ 
Officer  of  Health  for  Penge,  July  26, 
657. 

Shireoaks,  Langhton,  and  Maltby  Rail- 
way Bill 

/.  Report,*  July  23,  1249. 

Shop  Clubs  Bill 

c.  IR.*  July  19,  1006. 

Shops  (Early  Closing)  Bill 

Petitions,  July  11,  5. 

Shrewsbury  and  Birmingham 

Telephone  Service  —  Direct  Commnnica- 
tion  ,    ^_       - 

Q.   Mr.   H.  D.  Greene;  A.  Mr.   A. 
Chamberlain,  July  18,  839. 

Signalling  at  Sea 

Morse  System  of  Night 

ing  Officers  and  Men  of 
Marine,  proposed  ^    „  ,^ 

Q.  Mr.  Joyce;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfwur, 
July  16,  588. 

Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  [Forfar] 

Agriculture,  Practical  Knowledge  of- 
Local  University  was  needed  to  afford 
Higher  Instruction,  &c.,  July  16, 67€. 

Canadian  Cattle,  Exclusion  from  Great 
Britain— Canadian  Government  protect, 

Jvly  16,  677. 

Sinclair,  Mr.  L.  [Essex,  Romford] 

Consular  and  Diplomatic  Service— HigUy 

paid  Officials  in  certain  places,  Insnffi- 

cient  number  of  Commercial  Attach^ 

&o.,Jidyl9,  1021. 
Post     Office     Sanitary   Arrangements - 

Female  Clerks  supervising  males,  etc, 

July  18,  836,  837. 
War  Medals,  Distribution  of,  by  the  Kin^ 

—Fife  and  Forfar  Yeomanry,  number 

allowed  to  attend,  travelling  expenses, 

&c.,  July  23,  1325 
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Singleton,  Mr. 

see  Constabalary,  Royal  Irish. 

Sinking  Fund 

8ee  National  Debt. 


Sittings  of  the  House 

Ck)mmencmg  earlier  in  the  day  proposed, 
in  place  of  Suspension  of  Twelve 
o'clock  Rule 
Q.    Col.    Murray;     A.    Mr.    A.    J. 
Balfour,  Jxdy  15,  451. 

"Skate,"  H.M.S. 

Repairs,  Completion  of 

Q.  Mr.  Harms  worth ;  A,  Mr.  Arnold- 
Forster,  July  22,  1116. 

Skigersta  Pier 

Additional  Works — Grant 

Q,  Mr.  Weir;  A,  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
July  It,  101. 

Slave  Trade 

Zanzibar  and  Pemba,  see  those  titles. 

Sligo  County 

Achonry— Additional  Police  Force,  Charge 
on  Rates 
Qs.  Mr.  0'Dowd,Mr.  Flynn  ;  As,  Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  22,  1127.  • 

Ballymote  Disturbances,  see  Ballymote. 

County   Court    Appeals,    Number  since 
1896,  etc. 
Q,  Mr.  W.  M'Killop ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son,  July  12,  260. 

Fishing  Industry  in  North  Sligo— Want 
of  Landing- place',  etc. 
Q,  Mr.  W.  M'Killop;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  12,  257. 

Police  Huts,  Erection  of 

q.  Mr.  O'Dowd ;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  15,  441. 

Smethwick  Corporation  Bill 

0.  Report,*  July  11,  68. 

Soames,  Mr.  A.  W.  [Norfolk,  S.] 

Houses  of  Parliament,  Plans  of— Prepar- 
ing and  Hanging  up  in  the  House,  July 
16,  594. 

Norfolk  Sea-Coast  Defences— Commission 
of  Sewers,  July  15,  434. 

Schoolmasters  as  Rate  Collector^?,  Jtdy  16, 


Soares,  Mr.  E.  J.  [Devon,  Barnstaple] 

Devon,  North,  Postal  Service  —  Daily 
Delivery  at  Berrynarbor,  etc. ,  Jtdy  18, 
840. 

Soldiers 

Dental  Attendance — Troops  on  Aciive 
Service,  see  South  African  War. 
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Soldiers— cow/. 

Insane  Soldier  at  Aldershot,  Treatment 
of 
Q,  Mr.  S.  MacNeUl ;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
July  15,  4a2, 

Tower  of  London,  Admission  Free — see 
Tower  of  London. 

Solicitor  General 

Sir  E,  Carson, 

Solicitor  General  for  Scotland 

Mr,  a  Scott  Dickson. 

South  AMcan  Ck>nstabalary 

Cost  of,  etc. 

Os.  tir  \V.  Hareourt.  July  17,  704; 
Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  725. 

Policing  of  Towns,  Allowing  Members  to 
resume  jjroper  Work — Equipment, 
Wives  rejoining  Husbands  in  South 
Africa,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Kennaway;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  July  16,  577. 

South  AMcan  Land  Settlement  Scheme 
Class  of   Settlers— Method  of  oblAining 
Land,  Purchase  v.  ConfisoaUon 
Os.  Sir  W.  Hareourt,  Jxdy  17,  710; 
Sir  R.  Reid,  742  ;  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, 743. 

South  AMcan  Settlement 

British  Garrison  —  Permanent  Army  of 
Occupation 
Os.  Sir  W.  Hareourt,  July  17,  705 ; 
Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  725. 

Cost  of  British  Administration 

Hareourt,  Sir  W.,  on,  July  17,  702. 

Immigration    Scheme    for    Establishing 
British  Population,  see  Africa,  South 

South  AMcan  War 

Boer  Forces,  Number  before  the  War- 
Distribution  of  Report  of  the  In- 
telligence Department 
Q.    Earl  of  Beauchamp;  A.  Earl  of 
Hardwicke  July  12,  247. 

B  er  Losses— Weekly  Returns 

Q.  SirE.  Vincent;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
July  15,  419. 

Cape  Colony,  Number  of  Boer  Invaders 
and    British  Troops,  etc  —Martial 

Q.     Mr.     E.     Robertson;     A.    Mr. 
Biodiick,  July  19,  9S9. 

Casualty  List- Death  of  Private  M'Gill, 
Neglect  to  notify,  alleged 
Q.     Mr.    S.     MacNefll;     A.     Lord 
Stanley,  July  15, 420. 

Censorship 

Regulations—Gen.     Maxwell's    Pro- 
clamation, etc. 
Qs.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill,  Mr.  Dillon  ; 
As.  Mr.  Brcdrick,  July  15,  418. 

3  R  2  [con*. 
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South  African  War— con<. 
Censorghip— con<. 

Renter's       Correspondent    —    Lord 
Kitchener's     Charges   against, 
etc. 
g.    Mr.  Norman;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  July  11,  73. 

Wallace's,  Mr.  E.,  Charges— Telegram 
re  Col.  Plumer's  liout  of  Gen. 
De  Wet's  Force,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.  Norman;   A,  Mr.   Brod 
rick,  July  11,  72. 

Colonial    Contingents  —  Qneenaland,    see 
that  aub-heading. 

Concentration  Camps,  Control  and  Ma- 
nagement 
Allegations   with    reference    to    the 
Suflferings  of  Women  and  Chil- 
dren 
Debate  (Lords),  July  15,  370. 
Committee  of  Lady  Visitors  appointed 
by  Government 
Q.  Col  Legge ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 

July,  22,  1113. 
Extension  of  inquiry  into  condi- 
tion of  loy«l  Refugees 
08,    Mr.    Bartley ;    As.  Mr. 
Brodrick,  July  23,  1322. 
Howick,  Natal,  Camp— Regulations, 

Os.  Lord  Windsor,  July  15,  370  ; 
Lord  Raglan,  374. 
Mortality— Death  Rate  for  June 
0.  Lord  Raglan,  Jtdy  15,  375. 

Statistics 

Monthly  Returns 

Q.  Mr.  C.  P.  Scott;  A.  Mr. 
Brodrick,  July  11,  78. 
Return  Presented,  July  17,  698  ; 
July  19,  959. 

Conduct   of   the   War— Newspaper   Ru- 
mours of  Changes,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Churchill;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick, Jtdy  16,  580. 

Courts   Martial  —  Findings    reversed    or 
altered  by  Judge  Advocate-General, 

O.  Mr.  H.  D.  Greene ;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick, July  18,  819. 

Dental  Attendance  for  Troops 

Q,  Col.  Brookfield  ;  A,  Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  16,  580. 

Derbyshire  Regiment,  Prolonged  Period 
of  Active  Service— Relief  of,  pro- 
posed 
O.  Sir  W.  Foster;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Jtdy  23,  1324. 

Destruction  of  Property 

Farm-burning,  see  that  sub-heading 
Scheepers,     Commandant  —  Wanton 
Destruction  in  Cape  Colony 
O.  Mr.  Platt-Higgins ;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberiain,  July  22,  1112. 
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^    ,««    ^.^ «^.j    Commission  — 

Laying  Report  on  the  Table  of  the 
House  _     ,  .  , 

Q.  Sir  W.  Foster :  ^.  Mr.  Brodnck, 
July  23,  1323. 

Enteric  Fever  Statistics  —  Worcestershire 
Regiment 
Q,  Sir  W.  Foster ;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
July  11,  78. 

Expenditure— Ways  and  Means,  etc. 

Auditing  Accounts  locally 

Q,   Mr.   C.    Hobhouse;  A.   Lord 
Stanley,  July  15,  421. 
Financial  Position  of  Transvaal  and 
Orange  River  Colony— Sir  D.  Bar- 
bour's Report,  see  titles  TranBvaaJ 
and  Orange  lUver  Colony 

Farm-burning,  Natal— Precautions  against 
Boer  iSkids,  Instructions  to  FArmera 
Q,  Mr.  Flynn  ;  ^.  Mr.  Brodrick,  c/Wy 
23,  1323. 

Cirraves  of  Soldiers  at  Spion  Kop,  see  sub- 
heading Spion  Kop 


Zulu     Frontier^ 
A.    Mr.    Brodrick, 


Kaffirs— Murders     on 
alleged 
Q.    Mr.   Dillon; 
July  15,  419. 

Kimberley,  Sie»B  of— Suspension  of 
"  Diamond  Tields  Advertiser,"  Dif- 
ferences between  Mr.  Rhodes  and 
CoL  Kekewich 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A,  Mr.  Biodrick. 
July  11, 71. 

Klerksdorp— Boer  Attack  on  Convoy 

Q,  CoL   W.  Murray;    A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick, July  18,  818. 

Kmger,  Mr.  and  Gen.  Botha,  Telegrams 
between^Transmission     by    Lord 
Kitchener,  etc 
Q.    Mr.   Dillon;   A,    Mr.    Brodrick, 

July  11,  77. 

M'Gill,  Private,  Death  of,  at  Pretoria- 
Neglect  to  notify,  alleged,  etc. 
Q,  Mr.  S.  MacNeiU ;   A.  Lord  Stan- 
ley, July  15,  420. 

Martial  Law  in  Cape  Colony 

Q,  Mr.  E.  Robertson  ;  A,  Mr,  Brod- 
rick, July  19,  989. 

Medals,  see  that  title. 
Militia 

Number  of   Regunents    who  Volun- 
teered in  February  and  March, 
1900  —  Detention     in     Soulh 
Africa 
Q.    Mr.    S.    MacNeill;   A,    Mr. 
Brodrick,  July  16, 578. 
Officers — Battalions  under-Officered 
Q,  Mr.  Bill ;   u4.   Lord  Stanley. 
July  15, 421. 
Total  Number  sent  to  South  Africa- 
Casualties,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.      Lambert;      A,    Lord 
Stanley,  July  11,  79. 

{ami. 
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South  Afirican  Wax— cow/. 

More,  J.,  and  Familjr— Murder  by  Kaffirs 


on  Zala  Frontier,  aUeged 
Q.  Mr.    Dillon;    A.    Mr.    Brodrick, 
JtUy  15,  419. 

Mounted  Troops— Lord  Kitchener's  De- 
mand 
Q.  Mr.  S.   MacNeill ;  A.   Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  JiUy  16,  578. 

Natal —Boer  Raids,  Precautions  against, 
Instructions  to  Farmers 
0.    Mr     Flynn;   A.    Mr.    Brodrick, 
JiUy  23,  1323. 

Peace    Negotiations  —  Communications 
between  Lord  Kitchener  and  Gen. 
Botha 
Q,    Mr.    Black;    A.    Mr.    Brodrick, 
July  11,  77. 

Petersburg,  Murder  of  a  Boer  by  British 
Troops,  Alleged — Corporal  Wynne's 
Statement 
Q.  Mr.  O'Dowd  ;  A,    Mr.  Brodrick, 
July22,\\\o. 

Press  Censorship— fee  sub-heading  Cen- 
sorship. 

Piinsloo's,  (ren.,    Force,    Surrender   of — 
Number  deported  to  Ceylon,  etc 
Q.   Mr.  O'Shee;    A.    Lord   Stanley, 
July  12,  252. 

Prisoners 

Boer  Prisoners 

Prinsloo'Sy  Gen.,  Force,  Surrender 
of — Number    deported   to 
Ceylon,  etc 
Q,    Mr.    O'Shee;    A,    Lord 
Stanley,  July  12,  252. 

Provision  for,  after  the  War 

aSirW.  Harcourt,  ./w/y  i7, 
707. 

St.   Helena — Shooting   of   Grode- 
froy 
g.  Mr,  DUIon;  A,  Mr.  Bro- 
drick,  July  18,  817. 

British  Prisoners,  Flogging  by  Boers 
— Case  of  Mr.  Botha 
Q.    Mr.   Platt-Higgins ;    A,  Mr. 
Brodrick,  July  19,  990. 

Pro'nooions  from  the  Hanks,  Number  of 
Q,  Mr.  T.  Dewar;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Jtily  19,  990. 

Queensland   Contingent,    Queenslanders' 
Offer    to   fill  up  Vacancies— Lord 
Kitchener's  Acceptance 
Qs.  Mr.  C.   Warner,   Mr.   Lambert; 
As.  Mr.  Brodrick,  July  22,  1113. 

Hallway  Servants  in   Military    Employ- 
ment— Medals,  Pensions  lor  Widows 
and  Orphans,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.   Harris  ;    A.    Mr.   Brodrick, 
July  11,  HI. 

Hebels,  Execution  at  Dordrecht— Attend- 
ance of  Disloyal  Dutch  ordered  by 
British  Officers 
Q.  Mr.   W.  Redmond;  A.  Mr.  Bro- 
drick, July  16,  419 ;  July  22,  1116. 

Refuge  Camps,  ^ee  sub-heading  Concentra- 
tion Camps. 
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of 


Wanton   De- 
Property    in     Cape 


Mr.  J. 


struction 
Colony 
Q.    Mr.    Platt-Higgins;   A, 
Chamberlain,  July  22,  1112. 

Schreiner,  Mrs.  O.— Detention  as  Prisoner 
at  the  Cape,  alleged 
Qs.  Mr.  W.  Redmond,  Mr,  0*Shee  ; 
As.  Mr.  Brodrick,  Jtdy  18,  818. 

Scouting  V.  Shock  Taccics— Lessons  of  the 
War,  Training  of  Yeomanry  and 
Militia 
0.  Capt.  Norton,  July  22, 1198. 

Spion   Kop — Graves  of   British  Soldiers, 
Bodies  improperly  buried,  alleged 
Qs.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  As.  Lord  Stan- 
ley, July  16, 581 ;  July  22,  1114. 

Vlakfontein 

British  Hospital  and  Wounded  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  Boers, 
alleged — Inquiry  Proposed 
Q.  Mr.  Dillon ;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
July  12,  262 ;  Q.  Mr.  Dillon  ; 
A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  July  15,  417. 

Shooting   of   British    Wounded   by 
iE^ers,  alleged 
Q.  Mr.  A.  Lee  ;  A,  Mr.  Brod- 
rick, July  11,  74 ;  Q.  Mr. 
Tully;  A.   Mr.   Brodrick, 
July  18,  819. 

Communications       with      Boer 
Generals 
Q.  Mr.  Dillon;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick, July  15,  416. 

Fisher,     Sergeant— Outrage    of 
Rules  of  War,  alleged 
Q.  Mr.  Labonchere ;  A.  Mr. 
Brodrick,  July  16,  679. 

Inquiry— Taking     Evidence     of 
Officers  and  Men  present 
Q.  Mr.  Labonchere;  A,  Mr. 
Brodrick,  July  15,  417. 

Suppression   of  War   News,  al- 
leged 
Q,    Major   Rasch;    A.    Mr. 
Brodrick,  July  15^  418. 
Volunteers 

Civil  Servants— Regarding  as  Soldier 
Candidates  for  Civil  Appoint- 
ments 
Qs.  Sir  H.  Vincent ;  As.  Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain,  Lord  Stanley, 
Jidy  18,  821. 

Post-Office   Servants— Date   of    Re- 
turn 
Q.    Mr.    K.    Hardie;   A.    Lord 
Stanley,  July  18,  820. 

Returned  Volunteers,  see  title  Volun- 
teers. 

Widows  and  Orphans  of   Deceased  Sol- 
diers—Total Number 
Q.  Mr.  Bell ;    A.  Lord  Stanley,  July 
lU  79. 

Worcestershire  Regiment,  Second  —  En- 
teric Fever  Statistics 
Q.  SlrW.  Foster;  ^/ Lor<LStanley, 


July  11,  78.     zed  by  ^ 
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South  Essex  Water  Bill 
c.  Report,*  July  16,  575. 
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South  Metropolitan  Oas  Bill 

L  Report  from  Select  Committee,  Jtily  12, 
218. 
3a*  JWyiP,  957. 

South  Shields 

Boundary  Qaestion — Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  7)  Bill  De- 
bate July  18,  807. 

South  Western  and  Isle  of  Wight  Junc- 
tion Railway  Bill 

c.  3R.*  July  11,  67. 

/.  Ck>mmonfl  Amendts.*  July  U,  218. 

Sovereign's  Oath  on  Accession  Bill 

Petitions,  July  lU  69;  July  12,  250; 
July  16,  576;  July  17,  698;  July  19, 
998 ;  July  22,  1110 ;  July  23,  1320. 

SiMurks  from  Railway  Engines 

Ck>mpen»ation  for  Damage  to  Crops,  etc., 
Bill,  see  that  title. 


Speaker— Rt.  Hon.  W.  C.  Golly  [Cailisle] 

Bills 

Amendments  to  Bills  »  Discossing 
Amendment  before  it  was  before 
the  House,  July  11, 144. 

Introducing  in  one  Bill  Piovision  to 
Continue  two  Acts  —  Member 
wishing  to  Vote  for  one  Provision 
and  not  the  other,  July  18,  860. 

Railway  Law  which  could  not  be 
dealt  with  on  a  particular  Bill, 
July  2S,  1313, 1315. 

Sending  to  Committee  Upstairs, 
July  19,  974. 

Instructions  to  Committeee  out  of  Order 
—Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  July  16,  453. 

Irrelevant  Observations,  July  15,  536 ; 
July  17,  716,  754,  758 ;  July  22,  1164, 
1168,  1183,  1184, 1202, 1203,  1204,  1227. 

Personal  Explanations,  July  22,  1168. 

Matters  affecting  Character  or  Re- 
putation of  Member,  JiUy  11, 
82,83. 

Point  of  Order—Member  Rising  to,  with 
reference  to  Supplementary  QaesUons, 
July  23,  1344. 

Questions 

Bfinister  Answering  for  Another 
Minister,  July  14,  420. 

Minister  Declines  to  Answer  Ques- 
tion, July  16,  598. 

Notice  should  be  given  when  Member 
desired  Further  Information,  July 
12,25Z. 
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Supply 

Amendments  on  Report  Stage  -There 
could  be  but  one  Amendment,  July 
i5,  535, 

Discussing  Items  which  should  be 
discusseid  on  other  Votes,  July  15, 
534. 

Ten  Minutes  Rule — Option  given  to  the 
Speaker  to  put  the  Question  that  leave 
be  given  to  introduce  the  Bill  or  the 
Question  that  the  Debate  be  adjourned, 
July  18,  868. 

SpeaT)  Mr.  J.  W-  [Devon,  Tavistock] 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com,,  July  15,  508. 

Speeches  in  Parliament 

Duration  of  Seeches— Waste  of  the  Time 
of  the  House 
0.  Major  Rasch,  July  22,  1155. 

Spencer,  Earl 

Broad  Sanctuary,  Westminster — Opening 
Enclosure  to  Uie  Public,  July  16,  573. 

Dublin  (Equalisation  of  Rates)  Bill,  3b., 
July  22,  1079. 

Dummy  Parliamentary  Papers,  laying  on 
the  Table,  Abuse— Number  of  Boer 
Forces  before  the  War  Report,  July  12, 
248. 

Evening  Continuation  Schools,  Regnla* 
lations— Minute  of  July  3rd,  July  15, 
394,  395. 

Finance  Bill,  2b.,  July  23, 1263. 

Parliamentary  Prooedure  —  Raisine  De- 
bate on  Answer  to  Question,  July  12, 
247. 

Royal  Declaration  Bill,  Intro.,  July  19, 
968. 

South  African  War  —  Conoentratioo 
Camps,  Control  and  Management,  July 
15,  376. 

Spencer,  Bt  Hon.  0.  B.  [Northants,  Mid.} 
Education    (No.  2)  Bill,    Com.,  July  15, 
461. 

Volunteer  Rifle  Practice  —  Volunteers 
Solimting  Subscriptions  for  Prize  Shoot- 
ing Funds,  etc.,  July  18,  824. 

Staines  Beserroirs 

Metropolitan  Water  Companies  and 
Staines  Reservoirs  Joint  Committee 
Accounts— Return  ordered,  July  11,  70. 

Stalyhridge,  Hyde,  Mossley,  and  Dnkin* 
field  Tramways  and  Electricity 
Board  BiU 

I,  Repoit  from  Select  Committee,  July  18, 

774. 

3b.*  July  22,  1078. 
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»ee  Committee^gd  ^y  GoOgle 
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standing  Orders 

House  of  Commons 

Ten  MiM'ted  Hue— Standing  Order 
16,  see  Ten  Minutes  Rale. 

Hoase  of  Lords 

Tramway  Undertakings,  Consent  of 
Local  Authority,  Standing  Order 
22— Statement  (Earl  of  Morley), 
Jidy  11, 31. 

Stanhope,  Mr. 

Memorandum    (1891)   on   Reqnirements 
from  the  Army — Bearing  of,  on  New 
Army  Scheme,  etc. 
g.  Mr,  A.  Lee;   ^.  Mr.    Brodriok, 
Jnly  SS,  1326. 

Stanleyt  Lord — Financial  Secretary  to  the 
War  Office  [Lancashire,  West 
Houghton.] 

Ceylon — Kandy  Military  Station,  Ad- 
missions to  Hospital  for  Venereal 
Disease,  July  18,  826. 

Duke  of  York's  School,  Chelsea— Ap- 
pointment of  Dental  Surgeon,  July  23, 
1328. 

Horses— Sale  of  Glasgow  Tramway  Stud, 
Purchase  proposed,  July  11, 82 ;  July  18, 
822. 

Haulhowline  Ordnance  Department  — 
Labourers'  Wages,  July  11,  82. 

Insane  Soldier  at  Aldershot,  Treatment  of 
—Coroner's  Remarks,  etc.,  July  16, 
422. 

Malta,  Government  Granaries — Reserve 
Stock,  July  16,  682. 

Military  Schools,  Fees  for  Officers'  Sons — 
Payment  of  Fees  in  full  by  Officers  of 
less  than  Twenty  Years'  Service, 
Validity  of  Embodied  Militia  Service, 
JuiyS2,n\5, 

Militia 

Connaught  Rangers,  3rd  Battalion, 
Disbandment  of— Purchasing  Plain 
Clothes,  Complaints,  etc.,  July  11, 
81. 

Seaforth  Militia,  Return  from  Egypt 
— Insufficient  Steamer  Accommoda- 
tion from  Kyle  to  Stornoway.  July 
11,  80;  July  18,  824;  July  28, 
1324. 

Pensions,  case  of  S.  Crondron,  July  15, 
423. 

Rifle  Ranges— Barry  Range,  Supply  of 
Breechloading  guns,  etc,  July  18,  822. 

Salisbury  Plain  Manoeuvres— Traffic  on 
Road?,  Compensation  for  Damage,  July 
16,  422. 

South  African  War 

Auditing  Accounts  locally,  July  16, 
421. 

Boer  Losses  ~  Weekly  Returns,  July 
16,  419. 

M*Gill,  Private,  Death  of,  at  Pre- 
toria—Neglect to  notify,  alleged, 
etc.,  July  16, 420. 
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Stanley,  Lord— con^. 

South  African  War — cent. 

Militia 

Officers  —  Battalions  under-offi- 
cered, July  16,  421. 

Total    Number    sent  to   South 
Africa — Casualties,  etc.,   July 
11,  79. 
Prisoners  —  Surrender    of    General 
Prinsloo's  Force,  Number  deported 
to  Ceylon,  etc.,  July  IS,  252. 
Spion  Koi^Gravesof  British  Soldiers, 
Bodies  improperly  buried,  alleged, 
Jidy  16,  581,  582  ;  July  22,  1114. 

Vlakfontein  —  British  Hospital  and 
Wounded  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
Boers,  alleged,  July  12,  252,  253. 

Volunteers 

Civil  Servants  —  Regarding  as 
Soldier  Candidates  for  Civil 
Appointments,  July  18,  822. 

Post  Office  Servants,  Date  of  Re- 
turn, July  18,  821. 

Returned  Volunteers,  Review  in 
Hyde  Park,  proposed,  July  12, 
254. 
Widows  and   Orphans  of   Deceased 
Soldiers— Total  Number,  July  11, 
79. 
Worcestershire  Regiment*,   Second — 
Enteric  Fever  Statistics— /w/y  11, 
78. 

Tower  of  London— Free  Admission  for 
Soldiers,  July  18,  825. 

Volunteers 

London  Scottish  Volunteers  —  Ac- 
counts, submitting  to  War  Office, 
etc,  July  18,  824. 

Rifle  Practice— Volunteers  soliciting 
Subscriptions  for  Prize-shooting 
Funds,  etc.,  July  18,  824. 

Warrant  Officers— Grood  Conduct  Medal, 
July  16,  682. 

Stamnore,  Lord 

Fine  Arts  Commission,  proposed— Decora- 
tion of  the  Palace  of  Westminster,  etc, 
July  22, 1082, 1105. 

Government  Offices— New  Buildings  in 
Whitehall  and  Parliament  Street- 
Models,  Architectural  Designs,  etc., 
July  16,  563. 

Starkie,  Dr. 

Working  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
Ireland 
References  to  Dr.  Starkie  in  Debate 
in  Com.  of  Supply,  July  12,  289, 
310,  319,  322,  325,  326,  333  ;  July 
16,  536,  537,  538,  539,  540. 

Statesmen 

Portraits  of  Statesmen,  see  that  title. 

Statues 

Decoration  of  the  Palace  of  Westminster 
Debate  (Loids)  July  22,  1082.        '  L^ 
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Steam  fingines  and  Boilers  (Persomi  in 
Charge)  BiU 

c.  Report  from  Select  Ck>inmittee,    July 

23, 1322. 
Petitions,  July  18,  813. 


Stephenson 

Conviction    of, 
Noonan 
Qs.  Mr.  Condon 
July  22,  1130. 


at   Clonmel  —  Case   of 
As,  Mr.  Wyndham, 


Stirling  Corporation  Order  Oonflrmation 
BiU 
c.  IR.*  Jxdy  19,  984. 
0(m,*  July 2S,\Z\%. 
3R.*  July24,UZl. 

Stockport  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Con,*  July  23  ^  1318. 
Report,*  July  17,  771. 

Stornoway 

Mail  Steamer  Service,  "Clydesdale." 
Date  of  Last  Survey. 

Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  A,  Mr.  G.  Balfour, 
July  18,  833. 

Delays  —  Penalties,  Manning  of 
"Clydesdale,"  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  ^.  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain,  July  11,  98  ;  Qs. 
Mr.  Weir;  As.  Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain,  Mr.  G.  Balfour, 
July  23,  1332. 

Soldier  Returning  from  South  Africa, 
Treatment  of 
g.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  19,  992. 

Steamer  Unfit  for  Service 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A,  Mr.  G.  Balfour, 
July  19, 996. 

Seaforth  Militia,  see  that  title. 

Strachey,  Mr.  E.  [Somerset,  £.] 

Milk  Standard,  Fixing,  July  16, 682. 

Swine  Fever— Appointing  properly  quali- 
fied Veterinary  Inspectors,  etc.,  pro- 
posed, July  ie,  081. 

Strangford 

Dispensary   District  —  Appointment   of 
Qualified  Midwife 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Johnston  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  18,  848. 

Strikes  and  Lock-onts 

Labour  Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
—Report  with  Statistical  Tables  Pre- 
sented, July  16,  576  ;  July  18,  111. 

Stroud  Gas  Bill 

c.  Lords  Amendte.*  July  11,  67. 

Sugar  Duty 

Chutney— Overcharge  of  Duty 

Q.  Sir  M.  Bhownaggree  i  A.  Sir  M. 
H.  Beach,  Jnhf  15,  431. 


Summary  Jurisdiction  (Ireland)  Bill 
c.  Bill  Withdrawn.  July  22,  1247. 

Sunday  Clubs 

Denbighshire  —  Increase     in     Numbw, 
Police   Control,  Legislation   pro- 
posed, etc. 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Kenyon ;  ^.  Mr.  Ritdrie, 
July  18,  831. 

''Sunfish,"  H.11S. 

Repairs.  Date  of  Completion 

Q.  Mr.  Harmsworth  ;  A.  Mr.  Arnold- 
¥ot%tet,  July  22,  1116. 

Supply 

Business  of  the  House 

Amount  of  Time  given  to  Sapply- 
"  Four  hundred  and  sixty  days 
would  not  be  sufficient  to 
satisfy  the  Opposition '' ! 
0.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  July  i'., 
1176.  1177. 

Closure— Votes  taken  by  the  Guillo- 
tine, etc. 
0.    Mr.    G.    Bowles,    Jvly  SI 
1168. 

Inadequate   Discussion,     Closure  of 
Debate,  etc. 
0.  Mr.  J.   Redmond,  Jtf/yi?, 
1143. 

Irish  Votes 
Qs.   Mr.  J.  Redmond ;  As.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  July  22,  \\U. 

Os.  Mr.  J.  Redmond,  Jvly  2i, 
1149;  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoor, 
1177. 

Local  Government  Board  Vote— Date 
of  Discussion 
Q.   Mr.   Flower;   A,  Mr.  A  J. 
Balfour,  July  12,  263. 

Postal  Telegraph  Vote— Opportunity 
for  Discussion 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Wortley ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  18, 858. 

Scottish  Estimates— Date  of  Takiiig 
Q.   Mr.   Weir;    A.    Mr.    A  G. 
Murray,  July  11,  121  ;  Qs.  Mr. 
Weir;  As.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
July  16,  599 ;  July  18,  859. 
Winding  up  the  Business  of  the  Hooie 
Statement  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoar), 
July  22,  1139. 
Civil  Service  Estimates,  etc. 

Agriculture,  Board  of— Salaries  and 
Expenses,  £26.094,  Com.,  July  l^y 
665. 

British  Protectorate  in  Uganda,  Ceo' 
tral  and  East  Africa,  £210,049,Ow- 
July  19, 1047. 

Embassies  and  Missions  abroad, 
Consular  Estahlishments,  etc.  — 
£625,052.  Com.,  July  19, 1006. 

Irish  Vote  —  National  Education, 
£im,ll\,Com.^Julv  I2.2&i ;  Report, 
./w/yi5,o3lGOOgie 
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Supply— con<. 

Civil  Service  Estpuates,  etc. — eont. 

Local  Government  Board— £130»269, 
Com.y  July  16,  602. 

Sapplementary  Estimates,  1901—2, 
Presented,  July  23,  1321. 

Procedure 

Education  Vote  not  being  taken  as  a 
First  Order  on  some  night  during 
the  Session— Precedent 

Q.  Sir  B.  Fowler  \  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four, July  23,  1351. 

Taking  Important  Votes   at  a  few 

hours*  Notice— Protest 
0.  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman,  JvZy 

16,  530. 

Surrey*  Oounty  of 

Polling  Districts,  Alteration    of — Order 
Presented,  July  12,  219,  251. 

Sutton 

Pauper  Children  Barrack  Schools 

References  to,  in  Debate  in  Com.  o! 
Supply,  July  16,  623,  628,  637. 

Swanage  Qas  and  Water  Bill 

/.  3B.»c7tt/y75,  358. 

c.  Lords  Amendts.*  July  19,  983. 

Swansea  Harbour  Bill 

/.  Report  from    Select    Committee,  July 
22, 1077. 

Swine  Fever 

Appointing  properly  quali6ed  Veterinary 
Inspectors,  proposed 
08.  Mr.  Strachey,  Jxdy  16,  681 ;  Mr. 
Hanbury,  688. 

Increase  in— Administration  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture 
Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  July  16, 
668. 

Ignorance  of  Disease  shown  by  Veterinary 
Professors 
0.  Mr.  Hanbury,  July  16,  688. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  Pigstyes 

Os.  Mr.  Strachey,  JtUy  16,  681  ;  Mr. 
Hanbury,  688. 

Switzerland 

Military  Training  of  Boys 

Os.  Vise.  Frankfort  de  Montmorency, 
Jtihj  IS,  803 ;  Lord  Raglan,  806. 

Swords—**  Policy  of  Swords  combined  with 
Policy  of  Olive  Branches." 

Opposition  Party  Policy 

0.  Mr.  W.  ChurchUl,  JiUy  17,  747. 

Tasmania 

Military   Training  of  Boys,  Government 
Assistance,  etc. 
(J,  Lord  Raglan,  July  18,  806. 
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C  [Lancashire,  Radoli£fe] 

Commercial  Attaches  and  Consuls  Abroad 
— Lack  of  Commercial  Training  and 
other  Defects  of  Present  System,  July 
19.  1010. 

Bill,  Com.,  July   24, 


Education  (No. 
1451,  1452. 


2) 


Tebb,  Dr.  Scott 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Appointment 
for  Penge  —  Local  Government 
Board  declining  to  sanction 

References  to  in  Debate  in  Com.  of 
Supply.  July  16,  609,  626,  630,  651, 
652,  653,  656. 

Telegrams 

Metropolitan  Area— Proposed  Minimum 
Charge  of  Zd, 
Q,  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  Chamber- 
lain, July  15, 438. 


Telegraph  Service 

Addresses— Registered  Abbreviated  Ad- 
dresses, Sell's  List,  Proposed  Offi- 
cial List— Number  of  Addressee, 
Higher  Charge,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Chamber- 
Jain,  July  IS,  438  ;  Q.  Sir  J.  Fer- 
gusson;  A.  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain, 
July  16,  594. 

Cable  Communication,  see  that  title. 

Clerks*   Grievances  —  Postal    Telegraph 
Clerks*  Association  Petition. 
Q.  Mr.  Goddard ;  A.  Mr.  A.   Cham- 
berlain, July  2S,  1333. 

India,  see  that  title. 
Ireland 

Ballyvaughan,  Telegraph  Service  to 
New    Quay— Delay   in   Esta- 
blishinsr 
e.  Mr.  W.  Redmond ;  A,  Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain,  July  18,  868. 

Cork.  Dablin.  eoc.,  see  those  titles. 

Lewis,    Island    of— Opening    Offices    at 
Kerse  and  Gravir 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.   Mr.  A.    Chamber- 
lain, July  11,  98. 

Press  Telegrams — Reserving  Space  for 
Public  Wires,  Newspapers  Esta- 
blishing Pfivate  Wires,  etc. 
Qs.  Sir  J.  Leng ;  Mr.  J.  Hope  Sir  H. 
Vincent ;  As.  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain, 
July  i/,  99;  y*.  Mr.  S.  Wortley, 
Sir  H.  Vincent;  As.  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, July  to,  437. 

Vote  for — Opportunity  for  Discussion 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Wortley  ;    ^.  Mr.    A.    J. 
Balfour,  July  18,  858. 

Wireless  Telegraphy,  see  that  title. 


Telephone   Facilities  in  the 
Commons 

see  Parliament-  House  of  Commons)) 
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Telephone  Serrioe 

Female  Employees,  PUeing  on  the  Estab- 
liBhment  of  the  Pott  Office,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Schwann ;  A,  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, July  SS,  13S4. 

London — ^Date  of  commencing  Bosinefls 
Q.  Mr.   Hartley;   A,  Bfi.   Chamber- 
lain, July  16,  436. 

Shrewsbury    and    Birmingham,     Direct 
Comroanication  between 
Q.  Mr.   H.   D.  Greene;   u4.  Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain,  July  18,  839. 

Temperance 

Promotion  of—Petition  for  Legislation, 
July23y  1254. 

Templetown,  Vise. 

Foreign  Office— Far  East  Department 
Official,  Service  in  China,  Japan,  etc., 
QualificatioDs,  July  12, 244,  246, 247. 

Ten  Minntes  Bole 

Non-Contentioos    Measures  —  Was   the 
Agricoltoral   Rates  Act  Con- 
tinuance  Bill   a  Non-Conten- 
tious Measure  ? 
0.  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman, 
July  18,  864. 
Motion  that  the  Debate  be  Adjourned 
and  Motion  for  the  Introduc- 
tion of  the  Bill— Mr.  Speaker's 
powers  of  accepting  either  of 
the  two  courses 
Os,  Sir  H.  Campbell-BiUinerman; 
Mr.  Speaker,  July  18,  868. 

Thames 

Bridges --Hideous  Structures 

0.  Eari  of  Wemybs,  July  22,  1103. 

Theatres 

<'  Secrets  of  the  Harem  '*  Prohibited 

Q,    Mr.    J.    Campbell;    A,    Mr.    J. 
Ceilings,  July  11,  92. 

Thomas,  Mr.  D.  A.  [Merthyr  Tydvil] 
Finance  Bill,  Con,,  July  11,  181,  186,  192 

Thompson,  Dr.  £.  0.  [Monaghan,  N.] 

Letterkenny  Railway— Telephone  Com- 
munication along;  the  Line,  Want  of, 
etc.,  July  11, 107,  108. 

Thorbnm.  Sir  W.  [Peebles  and  Selkirk] 

Glasgow  Coruoration  (Police)  Provisional 
Order  Conurmation  Bill,  Con,,  July  19, 
976. 

Tithe  Bent  Oharge  (Bating)  Act 

Amounts  paid  to  Administrative  Counties 
and  Boroaghs — Return  presented,  July 
18,  813. 

Continuance 

Statement  (Mr.  W.  Long),  July  18, 
868. 
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Tinmpan  Head  Lighthouse 
Telephone  Communication 

Q,  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
July  18,  833. 

Tobacco 

Cigarette  Frauds,  see  that  title. 

Moistire  allowed  in  Manufacture,  Increase 
proposed 

Finance  Bill  Debate  July  11,  197. 

ToUemache,  Mr.  H.  J.  [Cheshire,  Eddisbnry] 
Swine   Fever   Outbreaks  —  Isolation    r. 
Wholesale  Slaughter,  July  16,  677. 

Tomkinson,  Mr.  J.  [Cheehire,  Crewe] 

Militia  and  Yeomanry  BiU,  2b.,  Jult/  22, 
1212. 

Torpedo  Boat  Destroyers 

see  Mediterranean  Fleet,  also  "Viper." 

Torrington   and   Okehampton    Railway 
Bill 
/.  Report.*  J'tt/yiAl. 

3R.*  July  16,  549. 
c.  Lords  Amendts.*  July  22,  1108. 

Tottenham 

Mortuary  Scandal 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Kedmond  ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 

July  11,  91. 

Tottenham    and    Hampstead    Junction 
Bailway  Bill 
/.  3r.*  July  12,  218. 
c.  Lords  Amendts.,  July  18,  811. 

Tower  of  London 

Free  Admission  for  Soldiers  and  Sailors 
Q.  Mr.  T.  Dewar ;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 

July  18,  824. 

Trade,  Board  of 

Present -Kt.  Hon.  G.  W.  Balfour. 
Parliamentary  Secretary— Eax\  of  Dud- 
ley. 
Labour  Department,  see  that  title. 

Mercantile  Marine  Surveying  Staff— Re- 
turn Presented,  July  19,  972. 

Trade  and  Oommerce 

Factories,  Removal  of,  from  Great  Britain 
to  United  States 
Q.   Mr.  Field ;    A.   Mr.  G.   Balfour, 
July  23, 1331. 

Fordgn  Trade 

Commercial  Agents  Abroad — Consular 
Reports,  Insufficient  Number 
of  Commercial  Attach^  etc 
Defects  of  Present  System 
Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  July 
19,  1006. 

Commercial  Travellers 

Os.   Mr.  Taylor,  July  19,  1011; 
Vise.  Cranbome,  lOia 
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Trade  and  Ooxnmerce— con^. 

Foreign  Trade— con^. 

CoDfiular   and   Diplomatic    Keports, 
Uselessness   of— No  dat€«  at-  ^ 
tached,  etc. 
0.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  July  19,  1008.    ' 

Lo33  of  British  Trade,  Causes,  etc. 
0.  Lord  E.  Fitzmaorice,  Juli/  19,  \ 
1018.  ' 

Sample    Exhibitions   in     connection  > 
with  British  Embassies  i 

Os,  Mr.   C.   Hobhoose,  July  19, 
1008;  Vise  Cranbome,  1013. 

\ 

Trade  Reports  Presented 

Annual  Series,  Juli/  11,  4 ;  July  15,  360, 
416  ;  Jtdy  18,  776.  814 ;  July  19,  959  ; 
JtUy,22,  1U81,  1111. 

i 
Tramway  IJndirtakings 

Consents  of  Local  Authorities— Amend- 
ment of  Standing  Order,  No.  22 
Morley's    Earl    of,     Motion— With- 
drawal, July  i/,  31. 

Tramways  Orders   Oonflrmation  (No  1) 
BiU 

c.  2k.*  July  ^S,  1318. 

Tramwasrs  Orders  Oonflrmation  (No.   2) 
Bill 

c.2R,*J\dyl2,'2A%.  ' 

Tramways  Orders    Oonflrmation  (No.   3) 
BiU 

c.  2B.*«/tt/y;^5,  1318. 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  4) 
BUI  \ 

c,  2k.*  July  :^0,  mS,  I 

Tramways  Orders  Oonflrmation  Bills 

Memoranda  Ordered,  July  19,  986— Pre- 
sented, July  22,  1110. 

Transport  Service 

Nnmber  of  Transports  on  Time  Charter, 
— Retam,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.   Uamphreys-Owen ;    A.    Mr. 
Arnold -Forster,  July  18,  825. 

Transubstantiation 

King*:*  Declaration  against,  see  Roman 
Catholicism,  cUso  Koyal  Declaration 
Bill. 

Transvaal 

British  Indian  Subjects  in  Transvaal  and 
Orange  River  Colony— Repeal  of 
Boer  Regulations  proposed 
Qa.  Sir  M.  Bhownaggree,  Mr.  K. 
Hardie ;  As.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
July  18,  814. 

British  Population,  Establishing  in  South 
Africa,  see  title  Africa,  South. 
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Transvaal— co»^ 

Civil  Employment  for  Discharged  Soldiers 
of  Irregular  Corps — Mr.  Henderson 
forced  to  leave  Transvaal,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Wilson ;   A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  11,  76. 

Concessions  Commission  Report— Nether- 
ands  Railway  Company,  Belligerent 
Operations,  Punishment  for 
Os.  Earl  of  Camper  down,  July  11,21; 
Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  30. 

Education,  Future  Expenditure— Sir   D. 
Barbour's  Report 
Os.  Sir  W.   Harcourt,  July  17,  703 ; 
Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  724. 

Finance,  State  Loans  issued  previous  to 
the  War— Lord  Kitchener's   Com- 
munication to  General  Botha 
Q.  Mr.  T.  Dewar;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, July  11,  70. 

Financial    Condition,   Sir   D.    Barbour's 
Report 

Contribution  towards  the  War,  etc. 
Finance   Bill    Debate,   JtUy   17, 
701. 

Cost  of  Administration — Taxation  of 
Grold  Mines,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.    A.    Davies;    A.    Mr.    J. 
Chamberlain,  July  15,  423. 

Harconrt's,  Sir  W.,  Criticism,  July  17, 
699— Mr.  J.  Chamberlain's  Reply, 
718. 

Netherlands  Railway  Shares,  Expro- 
priation Concessions  Commis- 
sion Recommendation,  alleged 
Os,  Sir  W.  Harcourt,  July  17, 
709 ;  Mr.  J.  Chamberiain,  728  ; 
Sir  R.  Reid,  741. 

Grold  Mines — Labour  in  the  Johannesburg 
Mines — Weekly  Return 
Q.     Sir    E.     Vincent;  A.     Mr.    J. 
Chamberlain,  July  16,  425. 

Jameson  Raid,  see  that  title. 

Language    Question    in    Transvaal    and 
Orange      River      Colony  —  Boer 
Children,  Instruction  in  English 
Q.    Mr.    Humphreys-Owin ;    Mr.   J. 
Chamberlain,  July  18,  816. 

Native  Labour  Question — Pass  Law  etc. 
Os.  Sir   W.  Harcourt,  July  17,  714 ; 
Mr.  J.   Chamberlain,  729,  Mr.  K. 
Hardie,  756. 

South    African    Constabulary,    see    that 
title. 

Trawlers'  Oertiflcates  Suspension  Bill 
/.  Report,*  July  16,  650  ;  July  ^^,  11 05 
3R.*  July  23,  1296. 

Trawling 

Ireland 

Dingle  Bay,  Protection  from  Trawlers 
—  Proposed    Amendment     of 
law 
Qs.  Mr.  T.   O'Donnell ;  As.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  23, 1339. 

Prosecutions  —  Return  -^pesented, 

July  15,  416Digitized  by  VjOOg^lc 
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Treasury 

First  Lord- 
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-Kt.  Hon.  A.  J. 


Financial  Secretary — Mr. 
berlain. 


Balfoar. 
A.  Cham- 


Tnrkey 

Armenia,  sec  that  title. 

Trade  Reports  presented,  Jttltf  15, 
Jidy  18, 176. 


360; 


Treasury  Oontrol 

**  Trustees  for  Posterity  " 

0.  Sir  W.  Harcourt,  July  16,  651. 

Trevelyan,  Bffr-  C  P.  [York,  W.  R.,  Elland] 
Education  (No.   2)   Bill,   Com.,  July  15, 
463.  I 

Trout  Fishing  Annual  Olose  Time  (Scot- 
land) Bill 
c.  Bill  withdrawn,  July  22,  1247. 

"  Trustees  for  Posterity  " 

Imperial  and  Local  Loans  Barden 
0.  Sir  W.  Harcourt,  J\dy  16,  651. 

President  of  the  Local  Grovemment  Board 
as  Trustee  for  Posterity 
Os.  Sir  A.    RoUit,  July  16,  616  ;  Mr. 
Long,  646 

Tufiiell,  Lieut. -Col  E.  [Essex,  S.E.J 

Evening  Continuation  School  Code — In- 
struction in  Horae  Nursing  and  Ambu- 
bulance  Work,  July  15,  436. 

Tully,  Mr.  J.  [Leitrim,  S.] 

Alkali,  etc..  Works  Regulation  Bill,  2r., 
July  22,  1227. 

Education, '  Ireland  —  Constitution  and 
Administration  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, Archbishop  Walsh's  Resignation, 
etc.,  July  12,  309  ;  July  15,  635. 

Elphin  Postal  Service— Proposed  Improve- 
ments, July  19,  1003. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  Amendment 
Bill  and  Factory  and  Workshop  Consoli- 
dation Bill — Instruction  to  Committee, 
July  18,  873. 

Finance  Bill,  Con,,  J\dy  11,  200. 

Hendon  Tramways  Bill,  2r.,  July  19,  972. 

Militia  and  Yeomanry  Bill,  2r.,  July  22, 
1214. 

National  Gallery  (Purchase  of  Adjacent 
Land)  Expenses,  Com.t  July  22,  1241. 

National  School  Teachers,  Ireland — Pen- 
sion Fund,  July  15,  537. 

Poor  Law  Officers'  Superannuation  — 
Burden  on  Ratepayers,  Jubj  16, 661. 

Sanitary  Expenses  ici  Rural  Districts- 
Areas  of  Charge,  July  IS,  850. 

South  African  War,  Vlakfontein— Shoot- 
ing of  British  Wounded  by  Boers,  July 
18,  819. 

Turbine  Engines 

Navy,    Adoption   of   Turbine    System — 
Trials  with  "  Viper,"  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles;  A.  Mr.  Amold- 
Forster,  July  11,  85. 
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Tweedmouth.  Lord 

Government  Offices— New  Buildings  in 
Whitehall  and  Parliament  Street, 
Models.  Architectural  Desigoa,  etc , 
July  16,  562. 

Outdoor  Relief  (Friendly  Sacietie*)  Bill, 

3r.,  July  11,  14. 
Royal  Declaration  Bill,  Intrj.,   July  IB, 

2b  ,  969  ;  July  23,  1289. 

Twelve  o'Olock  Rule 
Suspension  of 

Motion  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour),  JtUy  2£, 
1136. 

Uganda 

Amalgamation  with  British  East  Africa 
Protectorate  Proposed 
0.  Sir  C.  DUke,  July  19,  1048. 

Climate,  Products,  etc. 

0.  Vise.  Cranbome,  July  19, 1052. 

Expenditure— Useless  Expenditure,  etc 
Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  July  19, 
1047, 1052,  1056,  1059,  1062. 
Foreign  Office  Administration,  Criticiaoi 
on — Transfer  of  AdmimstraLtion  to 
Colonial  Office  proposed 
Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  J^y  IB, 
1047. 
Free  Settlements — Charges  per  Acre  for 
Land  to  Settlers,  etc. 
0.  Mr.  C.  Hobhouse,  July  19, 105a 

Johnston's,  Sir  H.,  Report— Date  of  lasue 
Q.   Sir  W.  Harcourt;    A,   Vise. 
Cranborne,  July  19,  9»5. 

Delay  in  Presenting  to  the  House 
Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  19,  1047  : 
Vise  Cranborne,  1051. 

Jubaland,  Worthlessness  of 

Os.  Mr.  C.  Hobhouse,  Jidy  19,  1072; 
Vbc.  Cranborne,  1073. 
Punitive  Expeditions,   Future  Policy  of 
the  Forekfn  Office 
Os.  Vise   Cranborne,  July  19,  1053 ; 
Mr.  S.  Buxton,  1054. 
Report,  Special  Commissioner,  ¥rith  Map 
—Presented  July  24,  1432. 

Vote  for,  July  19,  1047. 

Uganda  Railway 

Correspondence    relating    to    Presented, 

July  18,  776,  814. 
Employment  of  Persons  who  were  nnable 
to  deal  with  the  difficulties 
0.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  JtUy  19,  1026. 

Expenditure  on 

Coal,  Cost  per  ton 

Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  19,  1070; 
Sir  F.  Evans,  1071. 
Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  July  19, 
1026,  1036,  1038,  1041. 
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Ulster  Cnstoxn  Bill 
c.  2R.  July  18,  966. 
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Underground  Bailways,  London 

Joint  Committee— Report  with  Minutes 
of  Evidence  presented,  July  23,  1253, 
1322. 

United  States 

British   Factories    Removed    to    United 
States 
Q,  Mr    Field;   A.  Mr.  G.   Balfour, 
July  23, 1331. 

Coal  Tiade,  are  Coal— Export  Duty,  etc. 

Extradition— Convention  between  Great 
Britain  and  United  States,  Preaente.l, 
July  12,  219,  251. 

Horses,  Epidemic  at  New  York— Pre- 
cautions against  ImportatioD  to 
Great  Britain 

Q.     Mr.     Hermon- Hodge ;    A.     Mr. 
Hanbury,  July  11^  96. 

Trade  Reports  Presented,  July  22,  1081. 

Vaccination 

Anti-VaccinationlstB— Refujial  to  appoint 
Dr.  Scott  Tebb  to  Peoge  Idedical 
Officership 
Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  July  16, 


Vaccination  Prosecutions  Bill 

Petitions,  July  16,  576 ;  July  23,  1320. 

Victoria 

Military  Training  of  Boys,  Government 
Assistance,  etc. 
0.  Earl  of  Meath,  July  18,  802. 

Victoria  and  Albert  Museum 
Progress  of  Works 

Q.     Sir     H.     Fowier;  ^4.    Mr.    A. 
Chamberlain,  July  11,  101. 

Vincent  Sir  Edgar  [Exeter] 

South  African  War— Boer  Losses,  Weekly 
Returns,  July  15 ^  419. 

Transvaal  —  Johannesburg  Gold  Mmes, 
Labour  io,  &c.,  Proposed  Weekly  Re- 
turns, July  15,  425. 

Vincent,  Sir  Howard  [Sheffield,  Central] 

Civil  Servants  as  Volunteers  in  South 
Africa— Regarding  aa  Soldier  Candi 
dates  lor  Civil  Appointments,  July  18, 

o^l. 

Telegraph  Service  —  Press  Telegrams, 
Newspapers  establishing  Private  Wires, 
July  11,  101 ;  July  15,  438. 

Wireless  Telegraphy  on  British  Steam 
ships.  Use  of  for  Postal  Telegraphs,  etc. 
July  11,99. 

"Viper" 

Turbine  Engines— Trials 

Q.  Mr.  G.   Bowles;   A,  Mr.  Arnold- 
Forster,  July  11,  85. 
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Voluntary  Schools 

Evening    Continuation    School    Minute, 
Eifect  of,   on  Voluntary   Schools, 
etc. 
Debate  (Lords),  July  15,    381,    384, 
389.  396. 

Volunteers 

Field  Artillery 

0.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  22,  1191. 

London  Scottish  Volunteers  —  Accounts, 
submitting  to  War  Office,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A,  Lord  Stanley,  July 
18,  824. 

Naval— Creation  of  New  Corps 
0.  Earl  Selbome,  JtUy  12,  234. 

Retarned  Volunteers  from  South  Africa- 
Review  in  Hyde  Park,  proposed 
C.Mr.  T.  Dewar;  A,  Lord  Stanley, 
July  12,  254. 

RiAe  Ranges,  set  that  title. 

Scheme  relative  to  the  efficiency  of  Volun- 
teers in  substitution  for  the  scheme 
contained  in  Order  in  Council  of  1880  as 
Amended  by  subsequent  Orders  in 
Council  Presented,  July  19,  958,  988  i 
July  22,  1080. 

'*  Vote-hunting  Humanitarian  " 

0,  Earl  of  Wemyss,  July  11,  18. 

Wallace,  Mr.  E.  [Perth] 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com,,  July  23, 1398; 
July  24,  1451. 

Wallasey  Improvement  Bill 

1.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  Jw/y  77, 2. 

Wales 

Cardifi',  sec  that  title. 

Clubs— Sunday  Drinking  Clubs  in  Den- 
bighshire, see  title  Denbighshire. 

Education  —  for  collective  heading,  see 
Education— Wales. 

Penrh^n  Quarry  Dispute,  see  that  title. 

Walsh,  Archbishop 

Resignation  from  Board  of  National  Edu- 
cation, Ireland,  see  Education,  Ii eland. 

Walsh,  Mr.  P.  F. 
Trial  of 

Bushe,  Mi.  S.,  Retaining  as  Special 
CouDsel  for  the  Crown 
Qs.  Mr.  O'Shee  ;  As.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, July  12,  260  ;  July  16,597. 
Qs.  Mr.  Delany,  Mr.'O'Shee; 
As,  Mr.  Atkinson,  July  18, 851 
Change  of  Venue 

Q.  Mr.  O'Shee  ;   ^.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, July  16,  448. 

\corU 
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Walsh,  Mr.  P.  T*—corU, 
Trial  of — cont. 

Refusal  to  issue  Papers  for  Commis- 
sion  of    the    Peace    to    Mr. 
Walsh,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.   O'Shee ;   A,  Mr.  Wynd- 
liam,  July  16,  598. 

Walton,  Mr.  Joseph  [York,  W.  R.,  Bamsley] 
Finance  Bill,  Cow.,  July  11,  139, 177, 191. 

Walton,  Mr.  J.  Lawson  [Leeds,  S.] 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Cam.,  July  15,  484. 
494,  495 ;  July  iS,  1396 ;  July  U,  1536. 


War 


Seeretary  of  State— Kt,    Hon.    St.    John 

Brodrick. 
Under  Secretary — Lord  Raglan. 
Financial  Secretary — Lord  Stanley. 


Warner,  Mr.  T.  Oourtenay  [Stafford,  Lich- 
field] 

Militia  and  Yeomanry  Bill,  2r.,  July  ^2, 
1207. 

South  African  War— Queensland  Con- 
tingent, Offer  of  Reinforcements,  Lord 
Kitchener's  acceptance,  J\dy  22,  1113. 


Wason,  Mr.  C.  [Orkney  and  Shetland] 

Duke  of  York's  School,  Chelsea — Appoint- 
ment of  Dental  Surgeon,  July  28,  1327. 

New  Zealand,  Royal  Visit — New  Table  of 
Precedence,  July  16, 584. 


Wason,  Mr.  £.  [Clackmannan  and  Kinross] 

Glasffow  Corporation  (Police)  Provisional 
ier  Contirmation  Bill,  Con,,  July  19, 


977. 

Workhouses,  Scotland — Deaths,  Registra- 
tion of.  Alleged  Violation  of  Law,  July 
16,  590. 

Water  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill 

r.  Report,*  July  19^  985. 
^R^  July  22,  1109. 

Water  Orders  Gonflrmation  (No.  2)  Bill 
c.  Report,*  July  19,  985. 
^n.*  Jtdy  22,  nOd. 

Water  Supply 

Ireland  -Scariff  Waterworks  Scheme,Area 
of  Charge 
Q.   Mr.   Duffv;    A.    Mi.   Wyndham, 
July  15,  442. 

Waterford  Assizes 

Summoning  Jurors  when  there  was  no  cate 
for  Trial,  etc. 
Q,   Mr.   O'Shee;    A,   Mr.   Atkinson, 
July  12,  261. 
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Waterford,  Marqaess  of 

Land  Purchase  in  Ireland,  Progrees  of— 
Working  of  Land  Acts,  Adntinistra^on 
hy  Land  Commission,  etc,  July  15 j  967. 

Watford  and  District  Tramways  Bill 

I.  Report,*  July  16,  549. 

Zr.*  July  19,957, 
c.  lR*Julyl9,9Sl. 

Weather  Forecasts 

Exhihiting  at  Post  Offices 

Os.   Mr.    H.  Roberts,  July  16,  679; 
Mr.  Hanbury,  691. 

Weir,  Mr.  J.  G.  [Ross  and  Cromarty] 

Annat,  Pier  or  Boatslip,  Erection — Pro- 
posed Grant,  July  16,  589. 

Borneo— British  North  Borneo  Companj, 
Construction  of  Railway  Line  from 
Jesselton  to  Tenom,  July  16,  685. 

Congested  Districts  Board — Compalaorv 
Acquisition  of  Land,  Proposed  Amend- 
ment of  Act,  July  16,  589. 

Consular  Reports— Salary  of  Consuls,  etc., 
July  19, 1043. 

Education  Report — Date  of  Issue,  J'ufy 
19,  998. 

Fisheries— Departmental  Committee,  Ap- 
pointment of,  Jtdy  16,  586. 

Lewis,  Island  of 

Skigersta  Pier,  Additional  Works- 
Grant,  July  11,  101. 

Telemph    Service— Opening    Offices 
at  Kerse  and  Gravir,  July  11,9S. 

Light  Railways 

Advances,  Number  Applied  for,  etc., 
Jidy  16,  586. 

Wick  and  Lybster  Light  Railway — 
Dispute  as  to  Acquisition  of  Land, 

etc.,  July  16,  587. 

London  Scottish  Volunteers  —  Acconnte, 
Submitting  to  War  Office,  etc.,  July  IS, 
824. 

Mallai^  Mails,  Conveyance  to  Fort 
Willmm  —  Negotiations  with  North 
British  Railway  Company,  July  16,  595. 

Post  Office  Savings  Bank 

Number  of  Accounts,  Amount  due  to 
Depositors,  etc.,  July  18,  838. 

Profits   since    1861,    Cost   of    Land, 
Buildings,  etc.,  July  15,  430. 

Russell,  Lord,  Trial  of  —  Expenditure, 
Vote  for,  July  18,  838. 

School  Shelter  Sheds,  Scotland— Neglect 
of  School  Board  to  provide,  July  SS, 
1337. 

Scottish  Estimates— Date  of  Taking,  July 
11, 121  ;  July  16,  599  ;  July  18,  859. 

Seaforth  Militia  — Return  from  IQgypt, 
Insufficient  Steamer  Accommoda- 
tion to  Stornoway,  July  11,  79; 
July  18,  823 ;  July  19,  991, 992. 

Death  of  Private  Macaulay,  July  SS, 
1324. 

[ami. 
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Steamer     Service— 


of 


Weir,  Mr.  J.  Q.—cont. 
Stomoway     Mail 

"  Clydesdale '' 

Date  of  last  Survey  July  18 j  833. 

Delays  —  Penalties,      Manning 
**  Clydesdale,"  &c,,    July  11,  98; 
July  SS,  1332. 

Steamer  Unfit  for  Service,  alleged, 
July  19,  996. 

Treatment  of  Soldiers  returning  from 
South  Africa  July  19,  992. 

Telegrams 

Metropolitan  Area,  proposed  Mini- 
muiu  charge  of  3c/.,  JtUy  15,  438. 

Re<ristered  Abbreviated  Tel^raphic 
Addresses— Seirs  List,  July  15,  438, 
439. 

Tiumpan  Head  Lighthouse  —  Telephone 
Communication  with  Land  July  18,  833. 

Uganda — Expenditure,  Objections  to, 
July  19,  1062. 

Welby,  Lord 

Finance  Bill,  2r.,  July  es,  1254. 

Wells  Oorporation  Water  Bill 

/.  Report,*  July  16,  549. 
3R.*  July  2S',  1078. 

WemyBS,  Earl  of 

Fine  Arts  Commission  Proposed— Archi- 
tecture of  New  Government  Offices, 
Hideous  Structures  over  the  Thames, 
etc.,  July  2^,  1101. 

Government  Offices — New  Buildings  in 
Whitehall  and  Parliament  Street, 
Models,  Architectaral  Design*,  etc., 
July  16,  551, 556,  557,  558,  659,  661,  567. 

Outdoor  Relief  (Friendly  Societies)  Bill, 
SR.,July  11,  17. 


West  Cumberland   Electric    Tramways 
BiU 

/.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  19, 
958. 


West  Indies 

Cler>:y — Amount  payable  out  of  Con- 
solidated Fond  tor  Ecclesiastical 
purposes.  Return  Presented,  Jtily  12, 
250 ;  July  15,  360. 

Mails  from— Delay  in  forwarding   from 
Pi\  mouth 
Q.   Sir  C.   Ddlrymple;    A.    Mr.   A. 
Chamberlain,  July  22,  1124. 

Westminster 

Broa*l  Sanctuary — Opening  Enclosure  to 
the  Public 
Os,  Earl  of  Meath,  July  16,  569,  573  ; 
^arl  of  Pembroke,  572,  573 ;  Earl 
Spencer,  573. 
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Westminster  Abbey 

Coronation  Ceremony,  Preparations  for- 


Control  of  Arrangements 
Q,  Lord  Balcarres;  A,  Mr.  A.  Douglas, 
July  22, 1120. 

Wexford 

County  Surveyor — Overpayment  for  Clerk 
and  Ofiice 
Q,  SirT.  Esmonde;  A,  Mr.  Atkinson, 
July  if,  262. 
Outdoor  Relief  to  Tenants  of  Labourer.^' 
Cottager,  Restrictions  on 
Q,  Mr.  Ffrench;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  22, 1131. 

Wharton  Oommittee 

Report— Laying  on  the  Table,  proposed 
Q,  Mr.  Field  ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  July 
12,  257. 

Whisky 

Irish  Whisky,  Tax  on 

Os.  Mr.  Flynn,  July  11,  199;  Mr. 
O'Mara,  199 ;  Mr.  Tully,  200 ;  Sir 
T.  Esmonde,  JtUy  18,  892 ;  Mr.  A. 
Elliot,  947. 

White,  Mr.  Arnold 

Mediterranean  Fleet — Obtaining  Informa- 
tion by  Means  of  Letter  ofSecretiiry 
to  the  Admiralty,  alleged 
Q,  Mr.  Dillon ;  A.  Mr.  Arnold-Forster, 
July  11,  83. 

White,  Mr.  a.  [Norfolk,  N.W.] 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com.,  July  15, 478 ; 
July  23,  1412 ;  July  24,  1443. 

White,  Mr.  P.  [Meath,  N.] 

Navan  Posted  Service,  Improvement  of — 
Inquiry,  July  18,  858. 

WhitehaU 

Government  Offices,  see  that  title. 

Whitley,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Halifax] 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Corn.,  July  23, 1387, 
1388 ;  July  24,  1607. 

Evening  Continuation  School,  Minute  of 
tfuhr3 
Age  Limit,  July  11,  103. 

Opportunity  for  Discussion,  July  ^« 
1349,  1350,  1351.  ' 

Whitmore,  Mr.  0.  A.  [Chelsea] 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  7)  Bill,  Con.,  July  18,  808. 

Parliament  Street  Government  Offices 
Execution  of  the  late  Mr.  tJrydon's 
Design,  July  23,  1335. 

Wick  and  Lyhster 

Light  Railway— Dispute  as  to  Acquisition 
of  Land  on  Tbrumster  Estate,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.   Weir;   A.   %.  G.   B^kfaur, 
July  16,  m.    zed  by  VjO Ogle 


Wig— Worl 
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Wigan  Oorporation  Tramways,  etc.,  Bill 

c.  Con.*  July  18,  811. 
3r,*  July'ee,  1108. 

Wigham,  Mr. 

Lighthouse    Apparatus  —  Adoption    by 
Lighthouse  Authorities 
Q,  Mr.  M'Cann;  A.  Mr.  G.   Bilfour, 
July  23,  1332. 

WiUesden  Goods  Yard 

Fatalities,    Number   of  —  Death   of    G. 
Hearaum,  Propo-ied  Inquiry,  etc. 
Q,  Mr.  Bell ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour,  July 
12,  255. 


Williams,  OoL  R.  [Dorset,  W.] 
janda — Number  of  Settle 
Uganda,  etc.,  Jnly  W,  1058 


Uganda — Number  of  Settlers,  Future  of 


Williams,  H. 

Irish  Lights  Board,  Gratuity  for  Parents 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Bal- 
iour.July  11,  119. 

WilliamSi  Mr.  Osmond  [Merionethshire] 

Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Cam.,  Jidy  23, 
1386. 


Wilson,  Mr.  0.  H.  [Hull,  W.j 
Finance  Bill,  Con.,  July  11,  127. 

Wilson,  Mr.  H.  J.  [York,  W.  R.  Holmfirth] 
South  African    War    Medals  —  numbers 
struck  mth  Date  1899-1900,  etc.,  Jidy 
18,  829. 

Wilson,  Mr.  J.  [Durham,  Mid.] 

Finance  Bill,  Con.,  July  11,  133,  162,  163. 

Transvaal,  Civil  Employment  for  Dis- 
charged Soldiers— Case  of  Mr.  Hender- 
son, JiUy  11,  75,  76. 

Wilson,  Mr.  J.  [Falkirk  Burghs] 

Finance  Bill,  Con.,  July  11,  129,  147,  186. 

Wilson,  Mr.  J.  W.  [Worce^tershii-e,  N.] 

Uganda,  Future  of  Uganda  -Administra- 
tion by  the  Colonial  Office,  proposed, 
July  19,  1063. 

Winchester,  Bishop  of 

Royal  De  laration  Bill,  2r.,  July  23,  1271. 

Windsor,  Lord 

South  African  War,  Concentration  Camps, 
Control  and  Management — Inquiry  into 
Alle^tions  as  to  Sufferings  or  Women 
and  Children,  J^ily  IS,  370. 
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Wireless  Telegraphy 

Guernsey  and  Sark,  Telegraph  Communi- 
cation   between  —  Marconi    Com- 
pany's Offer 
Qs.   Mr.    H.    Heaton ;    As.    Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain,  July  22,  1123. 
Lighthouse     Communication     with     the 
Shore— Adoption  of  Wireless  Tele- 
graphy 
Q.  Sir  J.  Leng;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour, 
July  11,  93. 

Navy— Installation  of    Marconi  System, 
Siffnor     Marconi's    Offer     to     the 
Admiralty,  alleged 
Q,  Mr.  Harmsworth ;  A.  Mr  Arnold- 
FoTster,  July  22,  1117. 

Postal  Telegraphs  and  New.s  Messages- 
Use    of    Wireless    Telegraphy    on 
British  Steamship 
Qs.  Sir  J.  Leng,  Sir  H.  Vincent;  J*. 
Mr:  A.  Chamberlain,  July  11,  98. 

Wisbech  Water  Bill 

c.  Con.*  July  15,  414. 

^U.*  July  18,  %n. 
L  Commons  Amendts.*  July  19,  967. 

Wokingham 

Parliamentary  By-Election— New  Member 
Sworn,  July  15,  416. 

Woodhonse,  Sir  J.  T.  [Huddersfield] 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act— Appeals 
to  Court  of  Appeal  and  House  of  Lords, 
etc.,  July  18,  835. 

Woodstock 

Demesne  of— Lease  to  Thomas  Rediogton, 
Inquiry  into,  etc 
Qs.  Mr.    BiiTDold,  Mr.  J.  Redmond; 
As.  Mr.  Wyndham,  July  2S,  1338. 

Worcester  Tramways  Bill 
c.  Report,*  July  16,  574. 
Con.*  July  22,  1109. 

Worcestershire  Regiment 

Enteric  Fever  Statistics  in  South  Africa 
Q.  Sir  W.  Foster;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
July  11,  78. 

Workhouses 

Greenwich  Union  Burial  Scandal,  see 
Greenwich. 

Metropolitan  Workhouses— Religions  In- 
structors (Roman  Catholic  or  Non- 
conformist), Salaries,  etc  —  Return 
Ordered,  July  12,  251. 

Scotland— Registration  of  Deaths,  Viola- 
tion of  Law,  alleged 
Q.   Mr    E.  Wa«on;   A.   Mr.   A.  G. 
Murray,  July  16,  690. 

Shillelagh    Union— Charges   against  Dr. 
Bolster  etc 
Q.  Mr.  J.'  O'Cohnor  5-4.  Mr,  Wynd- 
ham,  July  15,  44ijOOgie 
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Workmen's  Oompensation  Act 

Nnmber  of  Appeals,  Result*,  etc. 

Q.  Sir  J.  Wood»»ou8e;  A.  Sir  R. 
Finley,  J^dij  18,  835. 

Workmen's  Houses  Tenure  Bill 

PetitioDs,  July  11,  69. 

Works,  Board  of 

Ireland — Discharge  of  Moore,  etc 

0.  Mr.  Nannetti;  A.  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, July  18y  857. 

Worsborongh  Dale 

Explosion  at  Messrs.  Kynoch's  Factory — 
Inspector's  Report  Presented,  July  12, 
219,  251. 

Wortley,   Rt.  Hon.  0.  Stuart  [Sheffield, 
Hallam] 

Chelsea  Electricity  Supply  Company, 
Change  of  Pressure— increasing  rrice 
for  Current,  etc.,  JxUy  12,  255. 

Deputy  Chairman 

Amendment  to  postpone  part  of  a 
clause,  July  15,  453. 

Interpretation  by  Minister  of  his  own 
words,  July  15,  468. 

Irrelevant  Discussion,  July  15,  507, 
516,  517,  624,  680. 

National  Gallery  (Purchase  of 
Adjacent  Lajid)  Expenses, 
C(ym  ,  JiUy  2S,  1234,  1241,  1242. 

Repetition  in  Debate,  July  15,  508. 

Postal  Tel^raph  Vote—Opportunity  for 
Discussion,  July  18,  858. 

Telegraph  Service,  Private  Wires  for  Press 
Telegrams  —  Way-leaves  over  Railway 
lines,  July  15,  437. 

Wnehow 

Trade  Report  Presented,  July  15,  360. 

Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  Qt,— Chief  Secretary  far 
Ireland  [Dover] 

Affriculture  —  Prices  at  Fairs,  Returns— 
Names  of  Reporters,  July  11,  114. 

Ballymote  Meeting,  Police  Interference- 
Summary  Judicial  Proceedings,  JtUy  2S, 
1342, 1343. 

Belfast 

Attack  on  Roman  Catholic  Cattle 
Drover,  July  22, 1127. 

Queen's  College — Medical  Professor- 
ships, Appointments  limited  to  seven 
years,  July  19,  1000. 

Valuation  Lists,  Publication  of,  July 
i^,  845. 

Brusna  Drainage  Board— Date  of  last 
meeting,  Expenditure,  etc.,  July  15, 443. 

Butter  Standard  Committee,  Irish  Repre- 
sentatives—Reprerentation  of  Salt 
Butter  Industry,  July  2S,  1341. 

Clare  County  Council  Resolution, 
July  22,  1126. 
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Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  Qt.-^ont, 

Congested  Districts  Board  Loans  to 
Fisheiies,  etc.,  in  South  Kerry,  July  22^ 
1125. 

Congested  Districts  —  Scheduling  pro- 
hibited owin^  to  proximity  of  Grazing 
Farms,  Ballinakill,  etc.,  Legislation, 
July  23,  1346. 

Constabulary,  Royal  Irbh 

Aohonry— Additional  Police  Force, 
Charge  on  Rates,  JxUy  22,  1128. 

Castlemagner  Farm  Sale — Constabu- 
lary Force  present,  etc.,  July  15, 442. 

Cork  Arrest — Police  Violence,  alleged, 
July  S3,  1348. 

Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant 
Recruits,  Proportion  of,  etc.,  July 
18,  SU, 

Singleton,  Mr.— Traffic  in  Horses, 
etc.,  July  12,  259  ;  July  18,  843. 

Cork  Jurors— Number  on  Jurors'  List  for 
1901,  etc.,  July  18,  845. 

Education 

Books  —  Messrs.  Blackie  and  Co., 
Bookbinders'  Society's  Complaints, 
etc,  July  11,  111, 

Circulars — Distribution  of  unauthor- 
ised Circulars  to  Mani^ers,  July 
11,  112. 

Constitution  and  Administration  of 
the  Board  of  Education,  Arch- 
bishop Walsh's  Resignation, 
etc,  July  12, 323  ;  July  15,  539. 

Appointment  of  Archbishop 
Walsh's  Successor,  J^^ft/y  f^',1 131. 

Publication  of  Minutes,  Gt2,,July 
11,  111. 

Fermoy  Urban  District  Council  Meetings, 
Alteration  of  Time  fixed  for,  July  22, 
1129. 

Geological  Survey,  Development  of  Min- 
eral Resources,  July  15,  440. 

(iold  Ornaments  in  British  Museum- 
Restoring  to  Ireland,  July  16,  695,  596. 

Kilcummin  Mass— Interruption  by  Ryan. 
Prosecution  proposed,  etc.,  July  18,  843, 

Kilclooney  Estate— Sale  of  Grass  Lands  to 
Tenants,  July  16,  596,  597 ;  July  18, 
846,  848. 

Labourers'  Cottages 

Cork  County 

Midleton — Rejection  of  Applica- 
tions, Case  of  Smiddy,  etc., 
July  19, 1000, 1001. 

Millstreet—  Inquiry,  Delay  in 
Publishing  Inspector's  Report, 
July  le,  260. 

Mullingar  Union,  Crediting  with 
Amount  expended  on  Labourers' 
Cottages  in  fixing  Rates,  July  22, 
1126. 
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Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  Q.-^ont. 
Land  Commission 
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Delmege  Estate,  Co.  Limerick— Sale 
of  Holdinp:  to  J.  Casey,  Delay,  etc., 
July  10,  1003. 

Fair  Rent  Appeals — Appeals  from 
Decision  of  Snb  -  Commissioners, 
July  22,  U^. 

Farmers  debarred  from  entering 
Land  Courts  through  having  Sub- 
Tenants,  etc.,  July  15,  444. 

King^s  Estate,  Co.  Wexford— Sale  of 
Land  to  Tenants,  Delays,  etc.,  July 
11,  113. 

Louth  Co.— Fair  Rent  Applications 
in  Ardee  Union,  Hearing  Cases  at 
Ardee,  proposed,  July  18,  849. 

Report — Date  of  Publication,  July  11, 
113. 

Land  Judges'  Court— Number  of  Petitions 
dismissed  in  1900,  July  11,  112. 

Land  Purchase  in  Mayo  Co. 

Brannick,  J. — Alleged  Application  for 
Loan,  July  19,  1002. 

Martyn's,  Mr.,  Grazing  Farm— Pur- 
chase by  Congested  Districts  Board, 
July  19,  1003. 

Loans  to  Tenants  for  Dwelling  Houses — 
Extending  Period  of  Repayment  pro- 
posed, JiUy  12,  259. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Bill,  Intro., 
July  23,  1352. 

M'Hu^h,  Mr.  P.  A.,  Imprisonment — 
Editing  Newspaper  from  Prison,  Article 
for  "Sligo  Champion''  stopped  by 
Governor  of  Gaol,  July  11,  115, 116. 

Malicious  Injuries— Claims,  Police  furnish- 
ing liosulcs  of  Inquiries  to  Persons 
interested,  etc.,  July  15,  447. 

Marlborough  Street  Training  College, 
Students'  Residences,  July  15,  538. 

National  School  Teachers 

Castletown  Berehaven  Teacher-»-Pay- 
meut  of  Equivalent  Fees,  July  15, 
446. 

Kindergarten  Training  for  Teachers, 
July  11,  112. 

Salaries— New  System  of  Payment 
Settlement  of  Claims,  July  23, 
1340. 

Teachers  having  more  than  three 
years'  efficient  Service,  etc., 
July  i9, 1002. 

Teachers'  Associations,  Managers 
prohibiting  Teachers  from  joining, 
etc.,  July  15,  445. 

Noonan— Release  from  Gaol,  July  15, 446 ; 
July  18,  848  ;  July  22,  1130. 

Outdoor  Relief  to  Tenants  of  Labourers' 
Cottages,  Restrictions  at  Wexford,  JtUy 
23,  1131. 

Portadown  Religious  Disturbances— Re- 
duction of  Extra  Police  Force,  July  23, 
1348 
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Wyndham,  Bt.  Hon.  Q.—caiU, 
Railways 

Cork  to  Fermoy  Railway,  Constric- 
tion of — Alternative  Scheme,  Jul» 
11,  106. 

Extensions  —  Great  Northern  and 
Belfast  and  Co.  Down  Railway 
Companies,  July  11,  104. 

Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway 
Co.— Conveyance  of  Irish  Produce, 
Mr.  Sullivan's  Charges,  July  15, 
444  ;  July  19,  1000. 

Kerry  Railway  and  Harbour  Guaran- 
tees —  Re-aajustment  of  Rate  of 
Interest,  etc.,  July  12,  258. 

Sanitary  Expenses  in  Rural  Districts— 
Areas  of  Charge,  July  18,  850. 

Scariff  Water  Works—Area  of  Charge, 
July  15,  442. 

Shillelagh  Union,  Charges  against  Dr. 
Bolster— Dr.  Flinn's  Inquiry,  July  15, 
441. 

Sligo,  Co.,  etc. 

Fisheries,  North  Sligo— Want  of  Safe 
Landing  Places,  Jtdy  12,  257. 

Police  Huts,  Erection  of,  July  15, 
441. 

Stephenson,  Conviction  of,  at  Clonmel, 
July  22,  1130. 

Strangford  Dispensary  District— Appoint- 
ment of  Qualified  Midwife,  Jufy  18, 
849. 

Trawling  in  Dingle  Bay  —  Proposed 
Amendment  of  Law,  July  23,  1339. 

Walsh,  Mr.,  Trial  of— Refusal  to  issue 
Papers  for  Commission  of  the  Peace  to 
Mr.  Walsh,  etc.,  July  16,  598. 

Woodstock  Demesne,  Lease  of,  to  Tho- 
mas Redington  — Inquiry  into.  False 
Description  of  Lessee,  alleged,  July  23, 
1388. 


Teomanry 

Fife  and  Forfar  Yeomanry,  Distribution 
of  Medals  by  King  Edward — Num- 
ber allowed  to  Attend,  Travelling 
Expenses,  etc. 
Qs.  Capt.  Sinclair ;  ^4*.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  23,  1325. 

Foreign  Service  in  the  Event  of  War  with 
First-Class  Power 
Q.  Sir  E.  Lees ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  July 
22,  1116. 

"  Imperial  "—Use  of  title 

Debate  on  Militia  and  Yeomanry  Bill, 
July  12,  1194,  1208. 

Militia  and  Yeomanry  BiU,  see  that  title. 

Training,  Period  for,  etc. 

DeMite  on  Militia  and  Yeomanry  Bill, 

July  12,  1191,  Vl^im?^^^'  ^^ 
1208,  I21^ed  byVjOOgre 
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7ork,  Archbishop  of 

Royal  DecIaratioQ  Bill,  Intro.,  July  19,969. 

Yorkshire  Electric  Power  Bill 

/.  3r.»  July  IS,  218. 

c.  Lords  Amendts.*  July  18,  811. 

Young,  Mr.  S.  [Cavan,  E.] 

Army  Medical  Department—Number  of 
Irish  Graduates,  etc.,  July  19,  991. 

Younger,  Mr.  W.  [Lincolnshire,  Stamford] 

Militia  and  Yeomanry  Bill,  2R.,  JtUy  23, 
1208.  »         ^      » 

Youthful  Offenders  Bill 
Petitions,  JtUy  16,  576. 
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July  n—Jtdy  24. 

Yozall,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Nottinghamshire,  W.] 
Education  (No.  2)  Bill,  Com ,  Jidy  i5,515; 


July  23,  1406,  1420, 1421  ;  July  24y  1432, 
1435,  1521. 

Inspectors  of  Schools,  Instructions  to — 
Delay  in  issue,  July  19,  998. 

Intelligence  Department  of  the  Navy- 
Proposed  Extension  of  Powers,  Jult/ 
19,  993. 

Mediterranean  Fleet— Torpedo  Destroyers, 
Additional  Destroyers,  July  19,  994. 


Zanzibar  Slave  Trade 

Confiscation  of  imported  Slaves,  Giving 
Publicity  to  Decision  of  Provincial 
Court  of  Mombasa,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  J.   A.  Pease ;  A.  Vise.  Cran- 
borne,  July  11,  90. 

Suppression  of— Criticism  on  the  Foreign 
Office  Administration 
Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  July  19, 
1025. 
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